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Tackle  for  Salmon — and  its  Inception, 

107 

Penzance,  Sea  Fish  Caught  at,  347 
Personal  Matter,  A  Little,  271 
Photography,  Angling  and,  90 
Pigou,  Illness  of  Mr.  F.,  381 
Pike,  A  Grand,  119 

A  Great  Day  with  the,  201 

A  Nice  Brace  of  Yorkshire,  87 

And  the  Poor,  119 

Another  Big,  179 

Bait,  An  Old,  308 

Capture  of  a  331b.,  159 

Fine  Wye,  40 

Fishing  in  the  West  of  England,  105 

Fishing  in  Richmond  Park,  106 

Fishing  near  Salisbury,  37 

Monster  Irish,  331 

Note,  Another,  199 

Reported  381b.  Irish,  56 

That  381b.  Irish,  202 

Where  to  Catch,  187 
Piscatorial  Society,  159,  166 
Poaching  Anglers  in  !the  Border  Dis- 
trict, 240J 
Poetry  : — 

Strange  Bait,  232 

The  Fisherman,  403 
Politeness  of  the  Irish  Peasantry,  343 
Postcards,  Picture,  179,  207,  292 
Prehistoric  Piscators,  403 
Presentation    to    Mr.   M.   G.    E.  de 

Courcy,  166 
Preservation  in  Excelsia,  140 
Priest,  E.  G. — Fishing  at  Lochenbreck, 

347 

Printer's  Error,  Amusing,  179 
Procter,  O. — A  Great  Day   with  the 
Pike,  201 


Pirospecta  for  Easter  in   the  North  ' 
Good,  274  j 

Provincial  Angling  Notes,  Weekly  ' 

Prowse,  D.  W. — Angling  in  Newfound- 
land for  the  Atlantic  Salmon,  272  I 

Purification  of  Water,  The,  257 

"  Q.  E.  D."— The  Grannom,  290 

"R.  B.  M." — Review  of  "A  Fisher's  | 
Garland"  and  "North  Country 
Angling  Songs,"  24 ;  Sea  Fisheries, 
346 ;  Mon-Kinking  Leads  for  W^hif- 
fing,  366 ;  Review  of  "  Grayling 
Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams," 
431 

Railway  Arrangements,  52,  133,  267, 

285,  354,  395,  396,  411,  413 
Rainbow,  A  161b.  New  Zealand,  290 

Caught  by  Miss  Corrie,  Big,  343 

Feeds  from  a  Lady's  Hand,  91 

Four  Year  Old  91b..  19 

In  New  Zealand,  343 

Record,  367 
Rainbows  do  well  in  New  South  Wales, 
183 

English  Wild  Bred,  343 
Fourteen  Tons  of,  55 
From  Natural  Spawning,  37 
Give  "Terrible  "  Satisfaction,  140 
Valuable  advice  re,  55 

Rannoch  Moor,  292 

Reading,  Great  addition  to  the  Fishery 
at,  235 

Realisation,  19 

Record   of   Large   Fish,   other  than 

Salmon,  205 
Reports    from    Rivers,    Lochs,  etc. 

Weekly 

Reservoir  Fishing,  Notes  on,  45,  57, 
225,  275 

Restocking  Metropolitan  Waters,  78,  87 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books: — 
Anglerlieder.    Ein    Liederbuoh  fiir 
Deutsche  Angler  und  Anglerinnen, 
200 

Baily's  Magazine,  319 

Braddell's  List    of  Shootings  and 

Fishings,  343 
Canfield,  H.  S.— Fergy  the  Guide, 

and  His  Moral  and  Instructive 

Lies    about    Beasts,    Birds,  and 

Fishes,  162 
Dowell,  J. — Norwegian  Anglings  and 

Other  Sportings,  26 
Gallichan,  W.  M. — Fishing  in  Derby- 
shire and  Around,  159,  325 
Geen,  P.— What  I  Have  Seen  When 

Fishing,  2,  25,  255 
Godwin,  Rev.  C.  N.— The  Civil  War 

in  Hampshire,  37 
Hamilton,   Captain  G.   D. — Trout 

Fishing  and  Sport  in  Maoriland,  22 
Harbottle,  J. — A  Fisher's  Garland, 

24  ;  North  Country  Angling  Songs, 

24 

Harrasworth's  Encyclopajdia,  181 
Heinemann's  Favourite  Glassies,  199 
Hemmon. — Guide  to  Bristol,  267 
Hodgson.W.Earl. — Trjut  Fishing,  159 
London  and  South-Western  Railway 

Guide,  377 
Longman's  Majazine,  273 
Mather,  Fred.— Men  I  Have  Fished 

With,  381 
Marine     Investigation?    in  South 

Africa,  255 
Midland  Railway  Guides,  123,  337 
Mudie's  Classified  Reference  Cata- 
logue, 1 

Rolt,  H.  A. — Grayling  Fishing  in 
South  Country  Streams,  307,  363, 
431 

Sheringham,  H.    T. — An  Angler's 

Hours,  199,  328 
Vernon,  R.  W. — Angler's  Guide  to 

Ilfracombe,  179 
Walton's  Verse  Remains,  1 
West,  G.  S.,  M.A.— A  Treatise  on  the 

British  Fresh  Water  Algaj,  128 
Ringed  Flies,  290 
Roach,  The  31b.  4oz.  Thames,  119 
Fishing,  On,  401 
Record,  255 

Swim  on  the  Lea,  A  Good,  367 
Rod  and  Line  v.  Swimmer,  232 
Rod  or  Camera,  386 
"  Rugde." — Angling  in  Finland,  399 
Russell,  Sir  W.  H.,  85th  Birthday,  220 
Russia,  A  Note  from,  220 

St.  Mungo  (Glasgow)  Angling  Club, 

Annual  Supper,  215 
Salmon  and  F'reshwater  Fisheries  Acts, 
226 


Salmon  and  Trout  Association,  32C 
And  Trout  Fishing  in  Newfoundland, 
6 

Angling  in  Norway,  90 
Angling  Season,  Opening  of  Scotch, 
22 

Atlantic,  Angling  for  272 

Avon,  A  Fine,  179  ;  The  47:Jlb.,  199  ; 

Celebrated,  208 
Culture  a  Failure,  433 ;  in  British 

Columbia,  140 
Dea,  361b.,  436 

Discovery,  An  Interesting,  179 
Fisheries,  Decline  of  the  Alaskan, 

377;  Improvement  of,  115;  Our, 

103 

Fishing  at  Vancouver,  139,  179,  220 
Fishing  in  Norway,  The  Late  Duke 

of  Edinburgh's,  415 
Fishing  on  the  Lyon,  330 
Flies,  How  to  Tie,  q.v. ;  Dressings  of, 

q.v. 

Frome,  An  Early,  159 

Geen's,  Mr.,  Take  of,  104 

Hatcheries,  22 

In  the  Trent,  88 

Japanese,  A,  46 

Laws,  Norwegian,  119,  239 

Loch  Tay,  Largest  of  the  Year,  347 

Marking  Artificially  Hatched,  219 

My  First,  187 

On  Sale  at  Newcastle,  88,  104,  139 
Otter  v.,  56 

Pacific  Coast,  Take  Fly,  19,  37,  55, 
71,  159 

Passing  the  Grilse  Stage  in  the  Sea, 
199,  219,  239,  289 

Poaching  on  the  Coquet,  87,  103 

Solway,  The  521b.,  220 

Thames,  Supposed,  363 

Worm  Tackle  for,  107 
Salmon  Flie    Dressings,  and  Ulustra- 

tions  of,  88,  125,  145,  188 
Sea  Anglers'  Federation,  National,  213 
Sea  Angling  at  Southampton,  275 
Sea  Fish  Caught  at  Penzance,  347 
Sea  Fisheries,  346 

Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association, 
National,  72,  355 

Seal's  Fur  for  Fly  Making,  First  Men- 
tion of,  290 

Sedge  Fly,  First  Mentioned  by  an 
Angling  Wiiter,  290 

Sedge,  The  Small,  307 
j  Shaw,  T.  A.—On  Roach  Fishing,  401 

Shooting  and  Fishing  Agency,  Mr. 
Malloch's,  415 

Shooting  Poor  in  the  Holy  Land,  290 

Shoots  without  Hands,  331 

Simonsbath,  Fishing  at,  325 

SmaU  Boy's  First  Fishing,  A,  291  ' 

Specimen  Fish,  A  Fine  Collection  of,  37 

Spent  Wickhams,  429 

Spey  Cast,  The,  255 

Spey  Cast  at  Tournaments,  The,  139 

Sporting  Agency,  Mr.  Dowell's,  258 

Spring  Fly  Fishing,  244 

Sta  liglit  Fishing  for  Welsh  Trout,  5 

Strange  Tale,  A,  55 

Striped  Bass  from  America,  56 

"Stroke." — Norwegian  and  American 
Trout  Flies,  9 

Sunk  Fly,  How  to  Fish,  147 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  117 

Sweden,  Grayling  Fishing  in,  3 

"  T.  J.  P." — Sea  Fishing  in  Cornwall, 
433 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.  (see  also 
'•  Floats  ' ;  "  Salmon  Flies,  How  to 
Tie,"  and  "  Dressings  of  "),  1,  8,  9,  20, 
37,  38,  55,  58,  87,  107,  14U,  146,  160, 
199,  201,  205,  221,  241,  258,  311,  363, 
366,  381,  382,  399,  416 
i  Tarpon  Fishing  in  Jamaica,  326,  429 

Tarpon,  The  Record,  307 

Tasmania,  Angling  Notes  from,  35 

Telephone,  Fishing  by,  283 

Tenbury,  434 

Test  and  Itchen  Recollections,  62, 
Test  and  Itchen,  Rods  and  Waters  to 

Let  on,  325 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 

240 

Thames  Barrage,  The  Great,  23 

Thames,  Llugwy,  etc..  Views  on,  364 

Then  and  Now,  168 

Tod,  E.  M.— Paper,  entitled,  "The 
Charms  of  Angling,"  42;  How  to 
Fish  Sunk  Fly,  etc.,  147  ;  How  to 
Deal  with  Leaping  Fishes,  364 

Tournament  Fly  Casting  Rules,  62, 
74 
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Tournament  Rules,  American  Appeal 

for  Uniformity  in,  432 
Tournaments,  71,  74,  94,  203,219,  220, 

227.  239,  307,  385 
Transforming    Salt  Water  Fish  into 

Fresh  Water  Fish,  IG 
Transvaal,  The  Angler  in  the,  46 
Trawlers  at  Bamsgate,  Destruction  by, 

430 

Trout,  And  other  Fish  in  Ceylon,  4 
And  Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfound- 
land, (5 
At  the  Bridge,  The,  328 
Awful  Fate  of  a  Grand,  37 
Bitten  by  a,  399 

Catching  and  Hatching  at  Blagdon, 
361 

Caught  at  Christchurch,  382 
Cunning  of,  187 
Fishing,  Excellent  Brown,  244 
Fishing  in  Auckland,  159 
Fishing  in  Brooks,  382 


Fishing,  Thames,  242 
Fishing,  Where  to  go  for,  308 
Fishing  with  the  Fly,  Record,  325 
Flies,  Norwegian  and  American,  9 
For  Stocking,  Grand  New,  40 
Grand,  Some,  37 
In  Australia,  101 
In  Natal  and  the  Transvaal,  363 
Irish,  Two  Fine,  313 
New  Zealand,  for  Our  Waters,  56 
Of  Strange  Charaoteristics,  101 
Of  the  Golden  Pool,  31 
On  Fly,  What  is  the  Record,  343,  361, 
381 

Ova  to  Australia  ?   Who  sent  the 

First,  404 
Poisoned,  399 

Rainbow,  see  Rainbow  j 
Sometimes  not  Rise  to  Artificial  Fly?  j 

Why  do,  87,  92,  108 
Thames,  A  Fine,  402;  Sad  End  of  a,  1  j 
Wandering  A,  430  ' 


Tana  in  Atlantic  Waters,  7 
Tweed  Acta,  The:  Offences  at  Peebles, 
85 

Tweed  and  Tributaries,  The,  240 
Tweed,  Opening  of  the,  103 

Unreliability  of  some  Wire  Traces, 
139 

Vacancies  on  Club  Water,  71 

"  Val  Conson." — Welshman's  Button 

and  Bracken  Clock,  127,  168 
Vernon,  R.  W.— A  New  Pollack  Hook, 

8;  A  Night  on  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 

24  ;  Wire  for  Sea  Paternosters,  etc., 

181 

Vyrnwy  Register,  The  Lake,  386 
Vyrnwy,  Sport  at  Lake,  159 

"  W.  E.  H."— A  Fair  Beginning,  208 
"  W.  M.  J.  M."— May  Fly  and  Dry  Fly 

on  a  Small  Scotch  Burn,  291 
Wales,  H-KH-The  Prince  of,  239 


Walton  Memorial  Ring,  385 
Wastdale,  Eight  Days'  Fishing  in,  260, 
294 

Waterville,  Angling  at,  392 
Wear  Fishery  Board,  99 
Weeds,  220 

Welshman's  Button  and  Bracken  Clock, 

127,  168 
Whichford  Mil],  415,  429, 
Wildbad,  Fishing  at,  239,  429 
Windernaere    and     District  Angling 

Association,  307,  309 
Windermere  as  an  Angling  Centre,  368 
Wire  for  Sea  Paternosters,  etc.,  181  j 
Witt,  P.— Dry-Fly  Experiences,  143 
Worsley,  A. — Sea  Fish  Caught  at  Pen- 
zance, 347 
Wycollar  Brook  Poisoned,  233 

YoBKSHiBE  Coarse  Fishing  Resorts 
(continued  from  p.  478,  Vol.  XLIX.), 
41,  185,  226 
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Aboyne,  Sport  at,  359 
Altnacealgach,  Best  Flies  for,  360 
Amateurs  take  Cash  Prizes  ?  Can,  306, 
324 

Anchors  for  Boats,  237 
Anglesea,  Flies  for,  398 
Appeal  to  Sea  Anglers,  198 
Aquarium,  Trouble  with  Cemented, 398, 
413 

Avon  Kelt,  197 
Avon  Records,  86 

Baits,  To  Preserve,  428 
Barbel,  Fine,  254 
Ba.s.  269 

Big  Fish,  List  of,  235 
Bi[d,  A  Rare,  178 
Birds  V.  Fish,  198 

Blagdon  Trout,  Sport  with,  etc.,  305, 

323,  341,  380 
Blocken,  178,  254 
Boat,  Portable,  118 
Bracken  Clock,  54,  70,  158,  177 
Bream,  A  Day's  Catch  of,  102 
Broam,  A  31b.  White,  158 

Cameo  Classics,  The,  238 

Canoe  on  a  Dry-Fly  Stream,  360 

Casting  from  Tray,  etc.,  137,  158 

Cheshire  Meres,  The,  18,  70 

Chub  from  the  Ouse,  18 

Chub,  Nice  Take  of  Thames,  69,  138 

Chub  takes  a  Gudgeon,  237,  254,  306 

Clonbur,  The  Hotel  at,  138 

Club  near  Gravesend,  36 

Commissions,  etc  ,  306,  324 

Competitions,  118,  156,  217 

Copper,  Cleansing  Lakes  with,  270,  324 

Coquet,  River,  359 

Coracles,  70,  218 

Correction,  A,  414 

Corrib  and  Mask  Trout  Fishing,  138 

Cottage  and  Coarse  Fishing,  254 

Dabchick  Destructive  to  Fish,  54 
Darley  Dale  Club,  The,  253 
Dart,  State  of  the,  270 
Dee,  A  Note  from  the,  238 
Despatch  of  Fish,  Quick,  217 
Disease  in  Ornamental  Fish  Pond,  359, 
380 

Diver,  The  Great  Northern,  54,  102 
Dogfish  Plague,  The,  323 
Dressing  for  an  Old  Line,  193,  218 
Dry  Fly  Fishing,  What  is,  269 
Dyeing  Feathers,  etc.,  18,  69,  86,  118, 
137,  138,  155,  218 

Eels  in  Captivity,  270 
Esk  and  Liddle,  445 

Federation  of  Anglers,  398 

Fence  Months,  Fishing  in,  157 

Fish  Cannot  Feel  Pain,  54 

Fish  Culture,  18,  158,  359 

Fisherman's  Tale,  A  True,  18 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near: — Aberdovey, 
305,  342;  Anglesey,  380;  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  398 ;  August,  217,  254, 
270;  Balcombe.  38  ;  Ballyragget,  217; 


Barton  Broad,  102;  Bradford,  360, 
380;  Breamore,  428;  Brue ;  428; 
Ceylon,  379;  Cockermouth,  158,  198; 
Coquet,  238;  Coron,  254,  270,288, 
341;  Dalmally,  342;  Dane,  102,  157; 
Devonshire,  69,  102,  198,  270,  288  ; 
Diekirch,  237;  Dulverton,  198,  218; 
Eastbourne,  235,  270  ;  Easter,  102, 
157,  238j;  Edinburgh,  414;  Elstree, 
446 ;  Fordingbridge,  446 ;  France, 
446  ;  Hampshire,  i58 ;  Hartz  Moun- 
tains, 342;  Hawes,  360,  379,  397; 
Hereford,  154,  177;  Hitchin,  360; 
Instow,  398,  414 ;  Ireland,  217, 
254,  270,  380,  414;  Jamaica,  118; 
July,  342;  Kennet,  306,  324;  Kil- 
larney,  324  ;  Kingston,  157  ;  Kissen- 
gen,  360;  Lake  District,  324; 
i-aneashire,  414,  428  ;  Lannion,  342  ; 
Las  Palmas,  217;  Llandudno,  414; 
London,  341,  359,  414 ;  Lough  Arrow, 
218;  Lough  Gartan,  324,  342;  Lough 
Melvin,  398;  Lough  Neagh,  288; 
Louth,  360,  380;  Ludlow,  414,  428 ; 
Manchester,  158,  177,  217,  237; 
Medway,  446;  Mevagissey,  380 ;  Mine- 
head,  341;  Montreux,  237,  251; 
Nauheim,  34 1 ;  Neufchatel,  198 ;  Nore, 
198;  Norway,  414,  428;  Norwich, 
118;  Orkneys,  380,  398,  413;  Parks, 
102;  Petworth,  36;  Portugal,  324; 
Pulborough,  36  ;  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  398  ; 
Scotland,  324;  Semmerwater,  397; 
Shropshire,  380,  414 ;  Simonsbath, 
360  ;  Southsea,  342,  360;  Southwold, 
342,  380;  Spain,  270,  413;  Surrey, 
380;  Sussex,  380:  Sutherlandshiie, 
\  428  ;  Switzerland,  238,  251,  269,  446  ; 
Usk,  178,  198,  217,  218,  324  ;  Wales, 
198,  288,  305,  306,  323,  324  ;  Win- 
chester, 102;  Windermere,  197,  341; 
Worcester,  218;  Yorkshire,  360. 
Flies  on  Gut  Drawing  in  Use,  175,  215, 
237 

Fly  Exhibits  at  Earl's  Court,  Amateur, 
197 

Fly  Fisher  Speeches,  155,  175 
Fly  Tying,  70 

Frog  for  Chub,  Casting,  235,  267 

Grayling  in  Ireland,  177 
Greenwell's  Glory,  64,  303,  305 
Grey  Mullet,  342 
Gudgeon,  269 

Hair  v.  Gut,  446 

Hanger,  Mr.  Ned^  198 

Hardy,  From  Mr.  J.  J.,  379 

High  Land  and  Trout  Fishing,  36,  54, 

70 

Jamaica,  Tarpon  and  other  Fishing  in, 
339 

Jean's,  Thomas,  Books,  323 

Kelt,  The  Diseased,  217 
Kelts,  Sea- Trout,  303 

Lake  District,  Fhes  for,  398 
Leather  Binding  for  Brasswork,  197 


Loch  Tay,  A  Note  from,  238 
Lough  Mask,  178 

Lynn  Valley,  A  Summer  Reminiscence 

of,  397,  413 
Lythe  or  Blocken,  178,  197,  323 

Mackerel,  Recent  Large  Catch  of,  379 

Marking  Trout,  253 

Minnows,  How  to  Keep,  254,  270 

Minnows  in  a  Lake,  398 

Mollusca  for  Trout  Food,  85 

Monster  Fresh- Water  Fish,  69 

Mortality  of  Fish,  70 

Motor  for  Boats,  Detachable,  138,  156, 

197  253 
MSS.,'oid  Angling,  36,  54 
Mullet  at  Lands'  End,  Grey,  102 
Mullet  in  Fresh  Water,  414 

Netting  at  Ballinahinch,  Over,  198 

Paints,  70 
Parchment,  288 

Penrith  Angling  Association,  102 
Perch,  Largest  British,  36 
Perch,  Weight  of,  18,  36,  54,  70 
Pike  from  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen, 
254 

Pike,  Good  Sport  with  the,  155 

Pike,  A  Great  Day  with,  235 

Pike  Lie,  The  Record,  323 

Pike,  Recoid,  287, 

Pike,  Record  Takes  of,  253 

Pike  Story,  A  921b.,  287 

Pike,  That  Irish,  253,  269 

Pike,  The  Record,  235,  251 

Playing  Fish  that  Leap,  269,  288,  321, 

380,  397,  414,  428 
Pond  Fishing,  380 
Printers'  Errors,  270 
Public  Parks,  Angling  in,  102 

Queries,  36,  70,  86,  102, 157,  158,  178, 
198,  218,  324,  414,  428,  446 

Rainbow  Feeding  from  <the  Hand,  118 

In  Ireland,  177,  217 
Rats  Ruining  River  Banks,  36,  54 
Red  Clock,  158 

Restocking  the  Thames  with  Trout, 

118,  138,  155,  178 
Roach  on  at  the  Boom  Swim,  156 

Pitch,  A  Weedy,  198 

Reported,  31b.  4oz.,  69,  86 
Rolt,  Mr.  H.  G.,  398 

Salmon  and  Grilse,  235 
A  Christchurch,  178 
And  the  Fly  in  British  Columbia,  323 
Big  Tay  and  Tweed,  70 
Caught  off  the  Knock  Buoy,  414 
Discovery,  An  Interesting,  306,  321 
Eden,  118 
Fine  Solway,  198 
Flies,  Irish,  446 
In  British  Columbia,  287 
Laws,  Norwegian,  137 
Migration,  321 
Pacific,  Taking  Fly,  54 


Scrap  Books,  69 
Sea  Fishing  Wanted,  360 
Sea-Trout  Kelts,  324,  342 
Sea- Trout  with  Roe,  11  ^oz.,  305 
Specimen  Fish  at  Earl's  Court,  414 
Specimen  Fish  Worth  Mounting,  254 
Spey  Cast,  287,  324,  342 
Spinning  for  Jack,  218 
Sport  in  the  Salisbury  District,  Good 
446 

Spring  Sea- Trout,  270,  303,  305 

Spring  Trout  Fishing,  70 

Striking  Roach,  102,  178' 

Sunk- Fly  v.  Wet  Fly,  How  to  Fish,  118, 

Sussex  Rivers,  218 

Tackle,'!  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  18  30 
53,  69,  70,  137,  156,  157,  158,  176* 
177,  197,  198,  215,  235,  238,  253' 
264,  269,  303,  305,  306,  341,  342 
357,  360,  380,  398,  428,  446 

Tarpon  and  Other  Fishing  in  Jamaica 
339  o  , 

Taylor,  Samuel,  Angler  and  Steno- 
grapher, 18 

Testimonial,  An  Unsolicited,  414 

Thames,  More  Fish  for  the,  397 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


Mudie's  Classified  Reference  Catalogue. 

I  HAVE  had  occasion  previously  to  speak  very 
highly  of  the  extremely  valuable  classified  catalogue 
issue  d  by  Mudie's  Select  Library,  Ltd.,  New  Oxford- 
street,  London,  and  to  be  had  of  their  branches  and 
agencies  all  over  the  kingdom.  In  the  new  issue, 
which  makes  a  handsome  volume  of  over  660  pages, 
the  scheme  of  subject  classification  has  been  made 
stiU  more  valuable  by  the  addition  of  an  extensive 
index  to  the  subject  sections.  This  enables  anyone 
to  see  at  a  glance  the  books  on  any  special  subject 
— biography,  history,  travel,  fiction,  sport,  etc.  The 
editor,  Mr.  Henry  Parsons,  has  evidently  spared  no 
pains  to  make  the  work  "  not  only  a  comprehensive 
survey  of  the  range  of  the  library  and  its  command 
of  standard  and  current  literature,  but  also  to  make 
it  a  reliable  and  trustworthy  guide  to  the  best  of 
the  increasing  number  of  books  sent  out  year  by 
year  from  the  pubhshing  centres."  All  interested 
in  Uterature  will  find  this  work  invaluable,  for  it 
may  be  said  to  be  the  only  general  classified  cata- 
logue of  modern  works  and  editions  to  be  had  in  one 
cheap,  handy  volume. 

Carp  Live  Long  Out  of  Water. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  carp  and  some  other 
fish  will  live  a  long  time  out  of  water.  A  corre- 
spondent at  Ashington,  Mr.  0.  Blythe,  kindly  sends 
me  a  cutting  from  the  Newcastle  J ournal  in  which 
Mr.  Bernard  Pumphrey  relates  from  his  own  ex- 
perience an  instance  in  which  a  carp  was  sent  alive 
from  Germany  to  England  in  straw  in  a  hamper. 
Mr.  Pumphrey  says  : — 

"I  was  present,  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  on  the 
arrival  of  a  carp  for  Christmas  use.  The  fish,  which 
weighed  71b.  or  8ib.,  was  simply  laid  in  a  hamper 
on  dry  straw,  and  had  travelled  from  Germany,  via 
Hull  and  Manchester,  to  Newcastle,  being  're- 
tanked  '  for  a  few  hours  at  the  intermediate  places 
mentioned. 

"  In  its  mouth  was  a  piece  of  sponge  saturated 
with  alcohol,  the  evaporation  of  which  kept  the 
gills  moist.  When  placed  in  a  tank  of  water,,  it  lay 
on  its  side  for  thirty  seconds  or  so ;  then  with  a 
splash  it  righted  itself,  and  appeared  to  suffer  no 


further  inconvenience  during  the  few  days  it  was 
kept  alive  before  being  killed  for  the  table." 

I  daresay  there  is  some  truth  in  the  old  story  of 
the  carp  being  suspended  in  a  net  in  a  room  and 
fed  with  bread  and  milk.  It  is  quite  certain  that 
fish  which  hibernate  in  the  mud,  like  carp  and  tench, 
can  live  for  a  much  longer  time  out  of  water  than 
fish  which  are  always  swimming  about. 


Chicago  to  Ceylon. 

The  same  post  brought  me"  the  rules  of  two 
angling  clubs  over  twelve  thousand  miles  apart 
established  for  similar  objects.  The  "objects"  of 
the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club  are  "to  cultivate  the 
art  of  scientific  angling,  to  maintain  fishing  pre- 
serves, to  assist  in  the  protection  of  fish  in  Illinois 
waters,  and  to  promote  social  intercourse  among 
its  members."- 

The  object  of  the  Ceylon  Fishing  Club  "is  to 
stock  the  streams  and  lakes  of  Ceylon  with  trout 
and  other  suitable  fish  that  afford  good  sport,  and 
to  regulate  the  fishing  of  such  streams  and  lakes  as 
may  be  stocked.  " 

Mr.  J.  R.  Tutin,  of  Cottingham,  near  Hull,  has 
reprinted  in  his  attractive  series  of  "  Orinda  Book- 
lets" the  whole  of  Izaak  Walton's  Verse-Remains, 
along  with  certain  poems  by  the  veteran  angler's 
two  friends,  Drs;  Henry  King  and  John  Donne. 
The  booklet  may  be  had  in  paper  (6d.  net),  and  in 
cloth  (Is.  net)  at  the  above  address.  Mr.  Tutin 
also  publishes  at  Is.  net  a  selection  of  the  best 
poems  of  Charles  Cotton,  including  those  on 
angling. 

Lord  Glentworth's   Diary  (1840  to  1842)  of  his 
Trout  Fishing  at  Longparish  on  the  Test. 

This  week  I  am  giving  the  first  of  some  extracts 
from  Lord  Glentworth's  fishing  diary,  already 
referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  He  was  so 
methodical  and  careful  in  keeping  it,  and  mentions 
so  many  matters  of  interest,  that  I  feel  sure  the 
reprint  from  it  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  all  fly 
fishers. 


Some  Nice  Salmon  Flies. 

Messrs.  M.  Rogan  and  Sons,  the  fishing-tackle 
makers,  of  Ballyshannon,  Ireland,  send  me  some 
excellent  salmon  flies  of  their  make,  including 
"  Rogan's  Fancy,"  a  fly  which  would  kill  on  any 
river,  and  the  "Orange  and  Claret"  and  "Pink 
and  Claret."-  The  flies  are  well  put  together  and 
intended  to  stand  plenty  of  hard  wear  and  tear. 
Messrs.  Rogan  make  aU  the  standard  patterns,  as 
well  as  those  for  Irish  rivers,  and  a  Jock  Scott  they 
send  makes  one  feel  inclined  to  go  and  try  for  a 
spring  fish  from  the  Thames  Embankment.  Of 
course,  the  Jock  Scott  kiUs  more  salmon  than  any 
other  fly,  because  it  is  used  more  than  any  other  fly, 
but  when  all  is  said,  what  fly  can  beat  it  on  its 
merits 


The  Ceres  Writing  Copier. 

The  Ceres  Writing  Copier,  a  newly-patented 
arrangement  for  copying  letters,  is  the  invention  of 
that  very  good  fly  fisher  Mr.  Bowater  Vernon,  the 
originator  of  the  vertical  sj'stem  of  fiUng  papers  now 
so  generally  in  use.  Letters  are  written  in  the 
ordinary  way  on  thinnish  paper  with  any  pen  and 
ink,  and  a  facsimile  reproduced  simultaneously. 
The  original  letter  is  never  soiled,  and  shows  no 
sign  of  having  been  copied.  This  is  a  great  advance 
upon  anything  hitherto  attempted  in  this  direction, 
and  is  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  old  method  of 
press -copying,  with  its  attendant  mass  of  dampened 
sheets  and  flimsy  copying  paper,  which,  by-the-bye, 
were  never  ready  when  wanted,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  cumbrous  copying  press.  The  apparatus  holds 
a  supply  of  writing  and  copying  paper,  etc.,  and 
though  not  put  forward  as  a  multiplicator,  two  or 
three  copies  of  a  letter  may  be  produced  at  one 
writing  if  desired.  By  a  simple  but  most  effective 
arrangement  the  sheets  of  paper  are  held  firmly  by 
the  upper  ends,  and  I  find  that  quite  apart  from  its 
use  for  copying,  it  is  first-rate  for  quick  and  com- 
fortable writing ;  you  fix  a  dozen  sheets  under  the 
clip,  and  then  as  each  is  written  on  you  pull  it  away, 
leaving  the  others  all  in  place.  I  find  the  size  to 
take  small  quarto  paper  most  useful ;  the  price  is 
.quite  moderate.  Full  particulars  can  be  obtained 
from  the  inventor  at  the  Ceres  Dep6t,  10,  John- 
street,  Adelphi,  London,  W;C. 


Another  Grand  Test  Trout — 171b. ! 

Mr.  John  Oragg,  jun.,  keeper,  writing  to  me  on 
Jan.  1,  from  Saddler  Mill  Cottage,  Romsey,  Hants, 
says  that  on  Friday  morning,  Dec.  30,  he  saw  a 
large  trout  dead  in  the  river  Test,  about  .300  to  400 
yards  above  where  Master  Ashley  caught  his  great 
161b.  trout  last  spring.  He  took  it  out  of  the  water, 
had  it  weighed,  and  found  it  weighed  171b.  good 
weight:  It  had  fungus  very  badly  on  one  side.-  He 
says  that  sportsmen  who  saw  it  said  it  would  have 
weighed  191b.  or  201b.  if  in  good  condition.  It 
measured  .31in.'  in  length,  and  20in.  in  girth.  He 
measured  it  on  the  Saturday  and  then  buried  it, 
regretting  that  it  had  not  lived  to  be  taken  by  an 
angler.  It  is  a  heavier  trout  than  any  produced  by 
the  Thames — at  any  rate,  since  I  have  known  it. 


Sad  End  of  a  Fine  Thames  Trout. 

As  we  go  to  press,  Mr.  0.  H.  Wheeley  kindly 
telephoned  to  say  that  a  fine  trout  was  found  dead 
in  Shepperton  Weir  Backwater,  on  Wednesday, 
by  Mr.  Herbert  Curr,  27^  inches  in  length,  and  91b. 
in  weight.  It  had  a  large  patch  of  fungus  on  its 
side,  and  diseased  gills.  I  quite  agree  with  Mr. 
Wheeley's  lament  on  the  'phone,  "  What  a  sad  end 
to  such  a  fine  fish  !  "•  R.  B.  Makston. 


THE  IMPEOVED  "G.  H.  H."  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 


(PATENT  APPLIED  FOR.) 


This  box  is  a  decided  novelty  so  far  as  the 
keeping  of  flies  is  concerned.  The  "  G.  H.  H."- 
box  is  a  very  well-known  and  popular  pattern, 
and  in  its  improved  form  it  is  hard  to  beat.  The 
new  box  has  ten  fly  divisions,  a  cast  holder,  and  a 
compartment  for  gut  points.  The  lids  of  the 
fly  divisions  are  fitted  with  ingenious  hinges,  which 
spring  the  Ud  up  on  easing  the  metal  clips,  which 
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are  easily  manipulated.  This  is  a  decided  advan 
tage  in  cold  weather  and  in  many  other 
respects.  A  special  feature  of  the  new 
springs  is  their  simpUcity.  The  steels  may  be 
replaced  at  small  cost  and  httle  trouble  by  the 
user.  It  would  be  a  decided  improvement  if  the 
box  were  made  of  aluminium  in  place  of  tin,  as  the 
latter  is  so  heavy  in  comparison.  The  box  costs 
lis.  6d.,  and  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Carter 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  137,  St.  John-street-road,  E.G. 


FLY-FISHING 

1840 


ON  THE 
TO  1842. 


TEST- 


EXTRACTS   FROM  LORD  GLENTWORTH'S 
FISHING  DIARY. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  a  diary  kept  by 
Lord  Glentworth  of  his  fishing  on  the  Test.  It  was 
sent  to  me,  as  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
time  ago,  by  Mr.  R.  Griffiths,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  Angling  Society.  Pasted  in  the  front  of 
the  diary  is  a  printed  list  of  seventy-two  named 
trout  flies.  This  list,  which  Lord  Glentworth  evi- 
dently had  printed  for  his  diary,  has  the  number 
against  each  fly,  also  the  month  or  months  in 
which  it  is  to  be  used,  etc.,  and  in  the  diary  itself 
the  flies  used  each  day  are  mentioned  by  their 
number.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  them  appear 
to  have  ever  been  used.  Also  in  the  front  of  the 
diary,  a  page  of  which  measures  13in.  in  length  by 
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4Jm.  in  depth,  is  an  extract  from  a  newspaper, 
probably  BeWs  Life,  readingiaslfollows-:— 

"Angling—Good  Sport.— On  Monday  last,  the 
20th  inst.  (I  see  from  the  diary  this  must  have 
been  June  20,  1842.— R.B.M.),  Lord  Glentworth 
and  Mr.  Eaton,  the  member  for  Cambridgeshire, 
caught  with  the  artificial  fly  65  brace  of  trout,  in 
Lord  Glentworth's  water,  "on  the  River  Test  at 
Longparish.  Of  this  number  Lord  Glentworth 
caught  40  brace  with  his  own  rod.  On  Tuesday  he 
and  Mr.  Bowyer  caught  34 1  brace,  and  on  Wednes- 
day 57  brace,  making  a  total  of  156^  brace  in  the 
three  days.  Most  of  the  fish  were  taken  with 
the  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  and  with  the 
Coachman  in  the  evening ;  those  killed  averaged 
lib.  each,  though  many  much  larger  fish  were 
taken." 

My  friend,  the  editor  of  "Dod's  Peerage,"^  very 
kindly  gives  me  the  following  information  about 
Lord  Glentworth.  I  wondered  why  the  diary  was 
not  continued,  but  the  death  of  the  angler  explains 
that — 

"  Edmond  Henry,  Lord  Glentworth,  was  the 
grandson  of  the  1st  Earl  of  Limerick,  and  took  the 
courtesy  title  on  the  death  of  his  father,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  earl,  but  died  in  1844,  before  he 
succeeded  to  the  earldom.  His  mother  was 
Annabella,  daughter  of  Tenison  Edwards,  of  Wick- 
low  (she  died  in  1868).  He  was  born  in  1809,  and 
married  in"  1836  Eva  Maria,  daughter  of  Henry 
Villebois,  of  Marham  House,  Norfolk." 

The  fishing  at  Longparish  must  have  been  very 
good  60  years  ago,  and  as  the  sport  on  June  20,  1840, 
is  mentioned  by  Lord  Glentworth  as  the  best  he 
had,  I  have  selected  it  as  a  good  one  to  give  as  a 
sample  of  the  methodical  manner  in  which  he  kept 
this  diary. 


26.  Fern  Fly;    May,  June  and  July. 

27.  Alder  Fly.    May  and  June. 

28.  Green  Drake.  June. 

29.  Grey  Drake.  June. 

30.  Marlow  Buzz.-  June. 

31.  Dark  Mackerel.    June  and  July. 

32.  Pale  Evening  Dun.  July. 

33.  July  Dun.  July. 

34.  Gold  Eyed  Gauze  Wing:    June  and  July. 

35.  Wren  Tail.  July. 

36.  Red  and  Black  Ant.  July. 

37.  Silver  Horns.    July  and  August. 

38.  August  Dun.    August  and  September. 

39.  Orange  Fly.  August. 

40.  Cinnamon  Fly.  August. 

41.  Blue  Bottle.  September. 

42.  Whirling  Blue  Dun.    September  and  October. 

43.  Little  Pale  Blue  Dun.  September  and  October. 

44.  Willow  Fly.    September  and  October. 

45.  Red  Palmer.    All  the  year. 

46.  Brown  Palmer.    All  the  year. 

47.  Black  Palmer.    All  the  year. 

48.  Grey  Palmer.    All  the  year. 

49.  The  Chantrey. 

50.  Hofland's  Fancy.    All  the  year. 

51.  Carshalton  Fly. 

52.  Carshalton  Cock  Tail. 

53.  Coachman. 

54.  Caperer.    June  and  July. 

55.  Governor. 

56.  Baillie  Fly.  General. 

57.  Kingdom  Fly.    June.  ^ 

58.  Saltoun  Fly. 

59.  Dark  Apple  Green. 

60.  Light  Apple  Green. 

61.  Owl  or  White  Moth.-  Night. 

62.  Brown  Moth.    Light  nights. 

63.  Cream  Coloured  Moth.  Twilight'. 


brace,  weighing  11  fib.,  and  put  back  eight  brace  of 
small  fish. 

Trefolk. 

On  the  16th  he  fished  Mr.  Portal's  water,  "weeds 
coming  down."  On  the  17th,  on  Mr.  Portal's  water 
(Trefolk),  he  took  eight  brace,  131b.,  with  Blue 
Dun,  Dark  Mackerel,  and  July  Dun. 

"  This  was  a  splendid  fishing  day ;  ar.d  had  I 
been  able  to  fish  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river  I  should  have  had  an  extraordinary  day.  But 
the  other  bank  is  an  osier  bed,  quite  impossible  to 
enter  ;  and  as  the  wind  was  very  fresh  (south-west), 
and  directly  in  my  teeth,  the  moment  my  flies  were 
on  the  water  they  were  blown  across  towards  me, 
and  the  line  bellied  out  so  much  that  it  was 
extremely  difiicult  to  strike  the  fish  at  the  exact 
moment ;  consequently  I  hooked  slightly  and  lost 
seven  or  eight  brace  of  good  fish." 

Wherwell  and  Clatford. 
On  July  21,  1840,  Lord  Glentworth  fished  Mr. 
Thistlethwaite's  water  at  Wherwell,  taking  three  fish, 
2flb.,  on  Blue  Dun  and  Dark  Mackerel.  He  says  \ 
"Mr.  Thistlethwaite  very  kindly,  and  in  the 
handsomest  manner,  let  us  occupy  his  cottage  for 
two  days,  tho'  absent  himself.  I  had  an  hour's 
fishing  on  Tuesday  and  killed  the  above,  but  the 
fish  would  hardly  look  at  the  fly,  as  the  water  was 
so  low  that  I  saw  them  scudding  away  before  I 
was  even  within  reach  of  the  water,  consequently  I 
trolled  with  the  minnow  all  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day at  Clatford  and  had  few  rises,  as  the  fish  would 
not  feed ;  on  the  contrary  I  saw  them  follow  the 
minnow  for  yards  and  never  attempt  to  touch  it. 
I  never  saw  but  two  rises  at  the  natural  fly  all  day. 
This  water  was  discoloured  from  the  weed  cutting 
above,  and  I  suppose  this  sickened  the  fish."- 


Sport  on  the  Test  at  Longparish,  June  20,  1840. 


Where  Caught. 

Time. 

Wind. 

Weather. 

Water. 

Barometer 
at  Noon. 

Trout. 

Grayling. 

Pike. 

Coarse 
Fish. 

Total 
Number. 

Total 
Weight. 

Longparish, 
Upper  Water. 

Monday, 
Jime  20, 
1842. 

South. 

Cloudy 

and 
Showers. 

Higher 
and 
Clear. 

2,  11,  56. 
71,  72,  59, 
.57,  64. 

29-50. 

43. 

43. 

27ilb. 

Remarks.— ^&ton  and  I  commenced  fishing  at  11  a.m.  When  we  returned  to  dinner  at  3  p.m.,  he  had  caught  31  fish 
and  I  60.  He  was  forced  to  leave  me  for  town  after  dinner,  but  Bowyer  arrived,  and  he  and  I  went  out  about  7  p.m. 
and  at  11  p.m.  had  caught,  he  19,  and  I  20  fish,  making  130  in  the  day.  I  caught  40  brace  to  my  own  rod,  being  the 
best  day  s  sport  I  ever  had  by  two  fish. 


From  his  List  of  Flies  I  find  that  No.  2  was  Blue 
Dun;  No.  11,  Sand  Fly;  No.  56,  Baillie  Fly; 
No.  71,  Philipp's  Fly ;  No.  72,  St.  John's  Blue  Fly ; 
No.  59,  Dark  Apple  Green ;  No.  57,  Kingdom  Fly ; 
No.  64,  Orange  Dun. 

Lord  Glentworth's  List  of  Flies. 
The  following  is  Lord  Glentworth's  list  of  trout 
and  grayling  flies — referred  to  in  his  diary  by  their 
numbers.  The  list  seems  to  be  compiled  from 
Ronalds,  Blaine,  Blacker,  "  Ephemera,"  and 
Hofland.  Since  writing  this  I  find,  as  I  suspected, 
that  "  Ephemera  'i  supplied  the  list  in  "  Blaine's 
Encyclopaedia. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10.: 
IL 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


Red  Fly.  March. 
Blue  Dun.    March,  do.  A. 
Red  Spinner.  March; 
Water  Cricket.    March  and  ApriL 
Great  Dark  Drone.  March; 
Cow  Dung  Fly.    March  and  April. 
Peacock  Fly.    March,  April  and  May. 
March  Brown.    March  and  April. 
Great  Red  Spinner.    March  and  April; 
Golden  Dun  Midge.    April  and  May. 
Sand  Fly.    April  and  May. 
Stone  Fly.    April  and  May. 
Gravel  Bed.    April  and  May. 
Grannom.    April  and  May. 
Yellow  Dun.    April  and  May. 
Iron  Blue  Dun.    April,  May  and  June. 
Jenny  Spinner;    All  the  summer. 
Hawthorn  Fly.    April  and  May. 
Little  Yellow  May  Dun.    May  and  June. 
Black  Gnat.    May  and  June. 
Downhill  Fly.    May  and  June. 
Little  Brown  Dun.    May  and  June. 
Little  Dark  Spinner;    May  and  June. 
Yellow  Sally.    May  and  June. 
Sky  Blue.  May. 


64.  Orange  Dun.  General. 

65.  Light  Mackerel.  Evening. 

66.  Yellow  Fly.  Evening. 
67;  Ginger  Hackle; 

68.  Grouse  Hackle. 

69.  Dotterel  Hackle. 

70.  Coch-a-Bonddu.    All  the  year. 

71.  Philipp's  Fly.  General. 

72.  St.  John's  Blue  Fly.  General 

HUNGERFORD. 

Lord  Glentworth's  diary  commences  on  Monday, 
July  6,  1840,  when  he  fished  at  Hungerford.  In 
his  remarks  he  says  :  "  The  Hungerford  fishing  at 
this  time  of  the  year  is  worth  nothing.  The  water 
very  low  and  fine  and  full  of  weeds,,  and  others 
being  cut  above.  From  Monday  evening  until 
Wednesday  night  I  caught  but  one  trout ;  had  not 
six  rises  all  that  time,  nor  could  get  a  rise  even  with 
a  minnow.  In  fact,  the  fishermen  are  too  many, 
and  the  fish  consequently  very  shy."-  (The  solitary 
trout  took  a  Coachman. ) 

Overton. 

On  Friday,  July  10,  1840,  Lord  G.  fished  Mr. 
Troughton's  water  at  Overton — got  three  brace, 
5ilb.  "  Troughton's  is  a  difiicult  water  to  fish,  as 
the  hedge  which  borders  it  for  greatest  part  keeps 
off  any  light  breeze,  and  it  requires  a  stifE  breeze  to 
strike  the  water  to  do  anything.  Had  I  had  more 
wind,  and  earlier,  I  should  have  had  splendid  sport." 

On  the  11th,  fishing  Mr.  Crabbe's  water  at  Over- 
ton, he  took  three  and  a  half  brace,  one  3|lb.  and 
one  2lb.  2oz.,  killed  on  the  natural  minnow. 

HUBSTBORNE. 

On  July  13  and  15,  1840,  he  fished  Lord  Ports- 
mouth's water  at  Hurstborne,  and  had  his  sport 
spoiled  a  good  deal  by  weeds  coming  down  from 
Mr.  Portal's  above.     He  kept  eight  and  a  half 


The  next  entry  is  of  fishing  at  Longparish.  I 
hope  to  give  some  extracts  from  the  good  sport 
recorded  later  on.  R.  B.  Marston. 

{To  he  continued.) 

THE  "FIELD"  ON  ME.  GEEN'S 
BOOK.* 


We  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Philip  Geen's  work, 
which  first  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishivg 
Gazette,  has  been  most  favourably  received  by  the 
Press  generally.  We  feel  sure  our  readers  will  be 
glad  to  see  the  following  extracts  from  a  very  kind 
notice  in  the  Field : — 

"  Mr.  Philip  Geen  has  not  found  a  happy  title 
for  his  volume  of  angling  reminiscences,  but, 
fortunately,  though  it  is  difiicult  to  forgive  a  bad 
book  for  having  a  good  title,  the  converse  is  not 
without  a  certain  piquancy.  Are  there  not  many 
people  who  have  extracted  double  joy  out  of  'The 
Bible  in  Spain'  because  it  was  so  queerly  named  ? 
And  there  will  be  many  readers  who  will  be 
similarly  gratified  by  Mr.  Geen's  ample  fulfilment 
of  a  somewhat  dubious  promise.  He  does  tell  us 
'  what  he  has  seen  while  fishing,'  and  also  'how  he 
has  caught  his  fish,',  but  it  is  not  the  dismal 
chronicle  presaged  by  the  title-page  ;  indeed,  it  is  a 
narrative  full  of  life  and  vigour,  lightened  by 
pleasant  humour,  ornamented  with  apt  quotatiori, 
and  inspiied  with  a  genuine  love  of  country  sights, 
country  sounds,  and  country  people.  Also,  in 
spite  of  the  author's  modest  disclaimer,  it  is 
written  in  a  style  that  is  none  the  less  polished  for 

*  "  What  I  have  Seen  while  Fishing,  and  How  I 
liave  Caught  My  Fish."  By  Philip  Geen.  PubUshed 
by  the  Author,  Friars  Stile  Lodge,  Richmond. 
7s.  6d.,  pest  free. 


January  7,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


3 


being  simple,  a  style  that  in  some  ways  recalls 
Blackmore's  musical  paragraphs,  and  is  pre- 
eminently the  medium  for  descriptions  of  nature 
and  sport. 

•'  The  book  is  divided  into  three  parts,  of  which 
the  first  has  a  heading  hardly  less  portentous  than 
the  title,  '  What  I  Saw  and  Heard  while  Pollack, 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland.'  It  is,  how- 
ever, amply  redeemed  by  what  the  author  did  hear 
and  see,  and,  we  might  add,  say  and  do.  Donegal 
is  the  scene  of  his  exploits,  and  very  pleasantly  it 
is  described,  usefully,  too — for  the  man  in  search  of 
fishing  localities.  The  pollack  fishing  along  the 
coast  of  the  county  must  be  first-rate,  and  the  fish 
seem  to  be  abundant  from  May  until  well  into 
November.  Mr.  Geen  has  a  very  high  opinion  of 
the  pollack's  sporting  qualities,  ascribing  to  him 
better  fighting  powers  than  most  people  would 
probably  concede.  But  his  descriptions  of  his 
sport  are  most  enticing,  and  whether  it  be  the 
best  of  fighters  in  the  sea  or  no  a  101b.  Donegal 
fish  is  worthy  of  the  angler's  steel.  Of  salmon 
and  trout  Mr.  Geen  has  not  really  so  much  to 
tell,  but  that  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Summer  he  describes  was  a  dry  one,  and  is  made  up 
for  by  the  number  of  humorous  anecdotes  and 
subtle  character  sketches  that  enliven  every  chapter. 
Ireland  could  not  well  have  a  better  or  more  sym- 
pathetic advocate  among  the  Saxons.  She  has  won 
Mr.  Geen's  love  '  entirely,'  and  he  has  the  power 
of  making  her  charm  intelligible  to  the  reader.  From 
Ireland  he  takes  us  to  Scotland,  describing  very 
fully  the  different  beats  of  the  river  Lyon,  and 
incidentally  also  his  own  method  of  spinning, 
which  Mr.  J.  Temple,  if  we  remember  rightly, 
practically  explained  on  Deeside  -  some  years 
ago  to  the  present  Prince  of  Wales.  It  consists 
in  keeping  the  coils  of  line  in  a  tin  tray 
strapped  to  the  waist  on  the  left-hand  side ;  the 
method  has  all  the  advantages  incidental  to  draw- 
ing in  the  line  by  hand  without  the  vexations  that 
follow  when  one  attempts  to  spin  Thames  fashion 
and  the  ground  is  littered  with  entanglements. 
The  idea  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  those 
who  cannot  cast  from  the  reel,  or  who  believe  that 
the  varied  motion  of  a  bait  spun  by  hand  is  more 
attractive  than  the  steady  movement  of  one  that 
is  simply  wound  in.  There  is  plenty  of  good 
matter  in  these  chapters  on  the  Lyon,  and  the 
detailed  account  of  the  river  will  be  of  great  value 
to  anyone  who  fishes  it  hereafter.  Lastly,  in  the 
Scottish  section  there  is  an  interesting  chapter  on 
Loch  Ness  and  its  free  salmon  fishing.  The  third 
part  of  the  book  deals  with  fishing  in  the  home 
counties,  particular  attention  being  given  to  the 
Thames. 

"There  is  also  some  pleasant  informal  instruction 
as  to  the  capture  of  different  kinds  of  coarse  fish, 
not  without  that  pertinent  illustration  that  is  based 
on  past  successes.  Perhaps  the  most  thrilling 
account  of  all  is  that  of  thirty-three  perch  which 
inhabited  a  hole  of  the  Evenlode,  and  which  one  by 
one  succumbed  to  brandlings  on  fine  tackle  until 
the  entire  shoal  was  caught.  Six  of  them,'  weigh- 
ing from  21b.  2oz.  to  31b.  I5oz.,  now  bear  witness 
to  the  feat  from  a  glass  case.  But  there  are  many 
other  notable  angling  events  in  this  book,  all 
calling  for  the  reader's  attention.  As  president  of 
the  Anglers'  Association,  Mr.  Geen ,  has  done  much 
for  the  London  angler,  but  we  doubt  if  he 
has  ever  done  him  a  better  turn  than  in  giving  him 
this  admirable  addition  to  his  library.  We  ought 
also,  in  conclusion,  to  mention  the  seventy-three 
illustrations  that  illustrate  the  book ;  they  are 
mostly  excellent,  and  where  they  fail  a  little  of 
perfection  Mr.  Geen  is  always  read  with  humorous 
explanation  of  the  cause." 


GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

The  grayling  is  rather  abundant  in  Sweden, 
particularly  in  Norrland,  where  almost  every  river 
contains  lots  of  grayling.  The  south  limit  for  the 
grayling  in  Sweden  is  the  river  Dal  (Dalelfven), 
running  out  into  the  Baltic  Sea  some  Swedish  miles 
north  from  Stockholm.  In  southern  Sweden 
the  river  Motala  (Motala  Strom)  coming  from  the 
Lake  Vettem  makes  an  exception.  It  is  excellent 
for  grayling  fishing,  especially  in  its  upper  parts, 
where  the  water  is  exceedingly  clear  and  transparent, 
and  always  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  Another 
river  very  far  in  the  south,  the  river  Lagan,  has 


also  some  grayling.  The  Lagan  flows  out  into  the 
sea  on  the  west  coast  near  a  little  town  by  name 
Laholm,  and  is  famous  for  its  salmon  fishing.  Only 
those  two  mentioned  rivers  in  south  Sweden  con- 
tain grayling.  All  the  other  rivers  have  no 
grayling. 

The  Swedish  name  for  the  grayling  in  the  rivers 
of  Norrland  is  "Harr";  in  the  river  Motala, 
"  Vala,"  "  Orval,"  and  even  "Harr";  in  the  river 
Lagan,  "  Haspa." 

Norrland  is  the  best  part  to  go  to  for  grayling 
fishing,  but  certainly  you  must  pi-actise  other 
methods  and  use  stronger  tackle  than  those  recom- 
mended for  grayling  in  England.  The  rivers  of 
Norrland  are,  as  a  rule,  very  large  and  broad,  and 
seldom  you  will  have  a  chance  of  reaching  a  fish 
from  the  bank.  The  common  way  to  fish  for  gray- 
ling in  Norrland  by  the  farmers  living  near  the 
rivers  is  harling  the  flies  behind  the  boat,  or  the 
still  more  abominable  way,  "  Ottering."  Neither 
harling  nor  ottering  can  satisfy  the  true  sportsman. 
Yet  you  must  fish  from  a  boat,  bank-fishing  or 
wading,  as  a  rule,  being  out  of  question,  although 
some  wading  can  be  done  here  and  there  in  certain 
rivers.  The  way  that  has  given  me  much  pleasure 
is  to  anchor  a  boat  in  the  river  near  the  haunts 
of  the  grayling  and  throw  the  fly  from  the  boat. 
On  the  photo  here  you  'see  the  boat  I  am  using 
on  the  river  Motala.  It  has  a  small  tackle  in  the 
stem,  and  through  it  is  running  an  ordinary  rope 
of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter.    To  get 


a  boat  like  that  one  up  in  Norrland  is  almost  impos- 
sible, but  you  can  use  the  ordinary  Norrland  boats, 
screwing  an  ordinary  screw-eye  in  the  stem  and 
running  the  anchoring  line  through  it,  which  ought 
to  be  a  plaited  line  ;  the  twisted  ones  are  very  liable 
to  kinkitig  when  getting  wet.  As  an  anchor  you 
must  use  a  stone  of  suitable  shape  and  weight, 
all  according  to  the  strength  of  the  water.  Do 
not  use  a  small  anchor,  it  will  take  hold  with  its 
clutches  among  the  stones  on  the  bottom,  and  you 
can  seldom  get  it  loose  when  ready  for  changing 
place.  Nothing  but  stones  is  practicable  to  use  for 
an  anchor  in  streams.  In  my  boat  I  have  a  little 
button  on  left-hand  side  to  fasten  the  anchoring 
line  about.  By  those  means  you  can  let  yourself 
down  with  the  water  as  far  as  the  rope  will  allow, 
reaching  many  a  good  biting  place.  In  many  rivers, 
particularly  slow-running  rivers,  this  way  of  fishing 
is  rather  enjoyable ;  you  can  go  alone,  dispensing 
with  a  careless  boatman,  who,  as  a  rule,  has  no 
idea  of  carefully  approaching  the  fish,  but  splashing 
with  the  oars  in  a  very  irritating  way. 

In  strong  waters  or  rapids  you  had  better 
take  an  assistant  with  you  as  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  assist  the  hauling  up  of  the  boat  by 
pushing  with  a  pole  from  aft.  Only  anchor  your- 
self in  safe  waters  ;  do  not  try  the  waters  close 
above  a  high  fall — something  can  go  wrong  with 
the  stone  or  the  rope. 

When  trying  new  waters — for  instance,  rne  of 
those  broad  flats  on  our  Norrland  rivers — and  not 
knowing  where  the  fish  are  lying,  you  may  com- 


mence with  some  harling  to  make  out  the  shallows 
the  grayling  are  frequenting.  The  grayling  is 
gregarious,  and,  having  got  a  bite,  let  the  anchor 
go,  and  go  slowly  down  to  the  place  where  you  got 
the  bite.  Stop  there  and  examine  the  water  with 
your  fly  ;  no  doubt  you  will  find  several  other 
fellows  there.  It  is  very  amusing  to  see  how  near 
you  can  get  to  the  fish  by  that  way.  I  remember 
once  when  fishing  the  river  Motala,  with  its  clear, 
transparent  water,  I  came  with  my  boat  close  upon 
the  grayling.  They  wore  lying  with  their  tails 
toward  a  sloping  of  the  bottom,  and  I  could  dis- 
tinctly see  those  lying  in  the  upper  rows.  I  hardly 
threw  a  longer  line  than  the  length  of  my  rod, 
yet  they  took  the  fly  eagerly,  taking  no  notice  of 
the  boat. 

If  you  can  come  across  an  intelligent  boatman 
who  knows  the  river  well,  and  where  the  grayling 
are  lying,  you  can  also  let  him  pull  the  boat  slowly 
and  carefully  near  the  haunts  of  the  fish,  and  then 
throw  your  fly  with  a  pretty  long  line.  By  that 
way  you  are  able  to  fish  over  larger  spaces  of  water 
in  a  shorter  time  than  by  anchoring  the  boat  here 
and  there. 

In  Norrland  the  best  time  of  the  year  is  July  and 
August.  On  the  river  Motala  also  June  and 
September  are  good  months. 

An  ordinary  trout  fly  rod,  lO^ft.  to  lift,  long, 
weighing  about  lOoz.,  with  a  line  to  match, 
will  do.  As  for  flies,  you  had  better  use 
larger  hooks  than  those  recommended  for  grayling 


in  England.  Nos.  4  to  6  (new  scale),  and  even 
bigger,  are  good  sizes,  and  files  to  natural  gut 
(Fina  or  Regular)  are  to  be  preferred.  In  Norr- 
land the  Zulu  is  a  very  good  grayling  fly,  as  well  as 
a  fly  with  a  thin  browTi  or  dark  claret  body,  rather 
closely  ribbed  with  flat  gold  tinsel  and  tailed  with 
ibis,  at  shoulder  a  white  furnace  hackle  dyed  claret, 
but  not  as  dark  as  the  body.  With  those  flies  I  have 
killed  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  grayling.  On  the 
river  Motala,  besides  those  two  mentioned  flies,  I 
have  used  with  success  the  standard  Red  Tag  and 
a  fly  with  golden  yellow  or  light  orange  body, 
ribbed  with  finest  oval  tinsel,  tailed  with  a  couple 
of  whisks  from  a  strongly  barred  bro\TO  mallard 
feather,  and  winged  with  starling  or  woodcock  or 
plain  woodduck  feathers.  Those  two  last-mentioned 
flies  have  proved  very  killing  on  many  a  hot  day 
of  July  on  the  river  Motala,  but  in  Norrland  I  have 
had  no  success  with  them. 

The  grayling  is  an  excellent  fly-biter  in  Sweden, 
but  takes  also  other  lures,  although  I  seldom  use 
anything  but  the  artificial  fly.  By  a  mere  chance  I 
got  persuaded  how  fond  they  are  sometimes  of 
smaU  fish  as  baits.  When  iipon  a  trip  in  Norrland 
I  rigged  up  my  spinning  rod  and  baited  with  salted 
bleak-tails  on  the  tackle  that  is  used  in  Scotland 
and  England  for  parr-tails,  hoping  to  hook  some 
large  trout.  Although  I  got  some  pretty  good 
trout  my  bag  consisted  chiefly  of  grayling.  They 
took  the  spinning  bleak-tails  most  wiUingly.  My 
total  weight  of  grayling  was  381b.,  and  a  couple 
of  them  weighed  over  3lb.  each.          G.  Hyden.  • 
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TROUT  AND  OTHER  FISH  AND 
FISHING  IN  CEYLON. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  5  I  suggested 
that  it  would  be  very  interesting  to  know  how  our 
friends  in  Ceylon  were  getting  on  with  their  trout 
stocking  and  preserving  efforts.  In  reply  to  this 
Mr.  R.  A.  G.  Festing,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Ceylon  Fishing  Club,  very  kindly  sends  me  the 
following  particulars.  I  see  from  the  rules  that  the 
good  standard  of  llin.  is  fixed  as  the  limit  below 
which  trout  must  not  be  retained.— R.  B.  M. 

Deak  Sik, — In  your  editorial  notes  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  5  you  ask  for  information 
about  trout  breeding  in  Ceylon.  The  following 
lines  may  be  of  some  interest  to  readers  of  your 
paper. 

The  first  experiments  in  trout  breeding  were 
made  in  1880  by  the  late  Mr.  H.  L.  Hubbard.  In 
1882  a  few  fish  were  turned  into  the  stream  at 
Nuwara  Ehya.  and  ova  have  been  more  or  less 
regularly  imported  since  1886.  When  the  Ceylon 
Fishing  Club  was  started  I  do  not  know.  At  first 
the  ova  of  brown  trout  and  Loch  Levens  only 
were  imported;  but  in  1889  the  ova  of  rainbow 
trout  were  introduced.  The  experiment  proved 
successful,^  the  rainbows  taking  kindly  to  the 
Ceylon  streams,  and  they  are  now  far  more  popular 
than  the  brown  trout  on  account  of  their  superior 
sporting  and  edible  qualities. 

The  fish  imported  have  thrived  well,  and  now  run 
to  a  large  size.  I  do  not  know  what  the  record 
size  is,  but  Mr,  Plate's  big  rainbow  trout  mentioned 
in  your  paper  about  a  year  ago  (I  could  not  find 
the  reference)  is  probably  one  of  the  biggest.  Fish 
up  to  31b.  are  fairly  common.  The  average  of 
takable  fish  is  a  little  over  a  pound— at  least,  that 
is  my  experience,  but  more  expert  anglers  may 
have  a  much  better  average. 

Spasmodic  attempts  have  been  made  in  the  past 
to  breed  fish  artificially  from  the  imported  stock  ; 
but  the  difficulty  has  been  to  find  males  in  milt 
when  the  females  are  ripe.  No  attempt,  I  believe, 
to  breed  fish  artificially  has  so  far  been  a  success. 
A  few  years  ago  the  trout  started  breeding 
naturally.  Whether  these  naturally  bred  fish  are 
pure  rainbows  or  hybrids  I  do  not  know.  But 
with  the  fish  now  breeding  naturally  there  should 
be  no  difiicultyin  stocking  all  the  likely  up-country 
streams,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  Ceylon  Fishing 
Club  may  in  a  few  years  be  in  a  position  to  supply 
India  with  ova  or  fry.  With  this  end  in  view  the 
club  has  lately  been  considering  the  question  of 
getting  out  an  expert  from  home  to  build  hatcheries 
and  instruct  them  how  to  breed  trout. 

As  to  the  streams— they  are  all  fine  trout  streams 
with  plenty  of  natural  food  and  plenty  of  good 
running  water.  There  is  no  danger  of  the  carp 
fouling  the  water  as  suggested  by  you.  The  carp 
keep  to  the  lakes  and  lower  portions  of  the  Nuwara 
Eliya  streams.  ^  They  do  not  wander  far  from  the 
slack  water. 

The  Horton  Plains  stream,  which  is  the  finest  bit 
of  stocked  water  here,  is  an  ideal  trout  stream, 
combining  all  the  best  qualities  of  English  trout 
streams,  except  a  regular  rise  of  fly.  At  its  head 
it  is  a  very  small  stream  with  deep  holes  and  good 
"elbows"  thickly  fringed  with  rhododendron 
bushes.  One  has  to  throw  a  fly  very  accurately 
to  drop  it  into  these  pools.  There  are  good  gravelly 
shallows  in  the  tributary  streams  which  should 
make  excellent  spawning  beds.  As  the  stream 
increases  in  volume  there  are  deep  rocky  pools,  big 
enough  to  hold  salmon,  long  stretches  of  slack  deep 
water,  enticing  stickles,  and  some  fine  waterfalls — 
A  fact,  every  sort  of  water  to  tempt  the  trout, 
innd  in  addition  to  this,  the  stream  flows  through 
glorious  country.  No  description  that  I  can  write 
would  ever  do  justice  to  it.  To  give  a  rough  general 
idea — imagine  Exmoor  from  six  to  seven  thousand 
feet  above  sea  level  with  "patana"  grass  instead 
of  heather.  I  wish  I  had  some  photographs  to 
send  you,  but  all  mine  are  stuck  in  my  book. 

The  two  small  streams  at  Nuwara  Eliya  flow 
into  lakes,  the  outlets  from  which  are  practically 
blocked  against  fish  attempting  to  descend.  The 
Horton  Plains  and  Ambawella  streams  end,  so  far 
as  trout  fishing  is  concerned,  abruptly  as  huge 
waterfalls,  down  which  no  fish  is  likely  to  descend 
voluntarily.  This,  I  think,  accounts  for  the  fact 
that  rainbow  trout  have  been  so  successful  in  these 
streams,    They  cannot  escape,  as  they  have  done 


from  so  many  English  waters  in  which  they  have 
been  tried. 

In  the  streams  fly  only  is  allowed,  a  No.  6  hook, 
Redditch  scale,  being  the  largest  size  permissible. 
A  No.  6  hook  is  a  large  one,  and  permits  small 
salmon  flies  being  used.  This  may  seem  like 
"poaching"  to  some  people,  and  perhaps  the  size 
might  with  advantage  be  reduced.  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  fish  are  not  free  risers.  There 
is  too  much  bottom  food  and  not  enough  surface 
food.  And  in  the  big  pools  a  small  fly  passes 
unnoticed  a  long  way  above  the  fishes'  heads.  For 
brown  trout  I  have  found  a  good-sized  March 
Brown  do  as  well  as  anything.  The  rainbows 
undoubtedly  prefer  something  brighter,  and  few 
flies  are  better  than  a  very  small  Silver  Doctor; 
and  though  other  fishermen  may  prefer  other  files, 
I  would  always  take  these  two  with  me,  whatever 
the  condition  of  the  water.  In  the  lakes  artificial 
spinning  bait  is  allowed,  but  the  weeds  are  a 
nuisance,  and  I  have  not  often  attempted  spinning, 
and  have  only  once  succeeded  in  landing  a  fish  on 
a  Devon  minnow  in  Lake  Gregory. 

As  to  rods,  everyone  naturally  suits  his  own 
fancy;  but  a  small  rod  is,  in  my  opinion,  essential 
for  the  small  streams.  I  have  an  Sift.,  3|-oz.,  cane 
rod,  by  Foster,  which  is  an  ideal  weapon.  It  will 
throw  a  very  accurate  fly,  and  I  have  landed  fish 
of  about  2|lb.  on  it.  A  larger  rod  is  wanted  for 
the  bigger  waters  where  a  long  cast  is  necessary. 

The  chief  enemies  with  which  the  fish  have  to 
contend  are  otters,  kingfishers,  big  cannibal  trout, 
and  poachers.  Of  otters  I  have  seen  any  number 
while  fishing.  It  is  contended  by  some  that  the 
otter  really  does  no  harm,  that  he  captures  only 
the  big  sluggish  camiibal,  who  well  deserves  his 
fate.  This  may  or  may  not  be  true,  but  otters  do 
undoubtedly  disturb  the  water,  even  if  they  do  not 
catch  the  smaller  and  livelier  fish.  I  have  seen 
rising  trout  most  effectually  "put  down"  by  an 
otter  swimming  through  the  pool,  and  nothing 
would  persuade  them  to  rise  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
In  waters  such  as  these,  where  the  fish  are  not  free 
risers,  anything  that  discourages  them  from  rising 
should  be  eliminated. 

In  concluding  these  notes  on  Ceylon  trout,  I  wish 
to  remark  that  my  experience  of  them  is  very  small 
compared  with  that  of  those  favoured  beings  who 
live  near  the  streams.  A  week  or  ten  days'  holiday 
snatched  once  and  again  from  a  reluctant  Govern- 
ment, and  a  three  months'  sojourn  at  Nuwara  Eliya, 
is  all  the  time  that  I  have  had  to  become  acquainted 
with  these  fish.  Perhaps  others,  much  better 
qualified  than  myself  to  write  about  the  subject, 
may  send  you  an  account  of  Ceylon  trout.  In 
which  case  this  screed  need  never  appear  in  print. 
But  in  case  none  of  your  subscribers  from  this 
island  comes  forward  to  answer  your  appeal,  these 
notes  are  ofi'ered  for  what  they  are  worth. 

I  enclose  a  book  of  the  club  rules  to  supplement 
the  information  given. 

But  besides  trout,  which  are  restricted  to  a 
certain  altitude  in  the  hill  country,  there  is  good 
fishing  to  be  had  in  the  low  country  of  Ceylon,  in 
river,  lagoon,  sea,  and  tank ;  and  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  some  of  the  fish 
that  the  writer  has  caught. 

Very  little  is  known,  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view,  about  lagoon  and  tank  fishing  in  Ceylon. 
There  are  a  few  enthusiasts  to  be  met  occasionally 
who  will  speak  of  great  captures ;  but  we  badly 
want  a  second  Thomas,  not  only  to  show  us  how  to 
catch  the  fish,  but  to  tell  us  what  fish  there  are 
worth  catching.  Until  I  came  to  this  district,  about 
two  years  ago,  I  was  quite  unaware  of  the  splendid 
opportunities  for  sport  with  rod  and  line  in  the  low 
country,  and  I  believe  many  other  keen  anglers  here 
are  similarly  ignorant.  I  therefore  offer  these 
remarks  with  less  diffidence  than  they  otherwise 
deserve,  only  hoping  that  brother  anglers  may 
come  forward  and  contribute  their  quota  of  experi- 
ence to  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  most  common  of  low  country  fish  is  the 
Sinhalese  "lula" — the  Indian  "murral."  The 
Tamils  call  him  "viral."  His  classical  name  is 
"  Ophiocephalus  Striatus."  He  is  to  be  found  in 
nearly  all  tanks  and  rivers  that  do  not  run  dry ; 
but  he  will  live  a  long  time  without  water  appar- 
ently. A  tank  near  here  was  completely  dry  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  last  year.  When  the  rain  came 
and  the  fields  were  being  irrigated,  I  was  shooting 
snipe,  and  picked  up  several  fair-sized  lula  in 
the  padi  field  below  the  tank.  They  had  evidently 
been  washed  through  the  sluice  of  the  tank ;  but 
where  they  came  from  is  a  mystery,  for  the  tank 


in  question  is  not  fed  by  any  river.  They  must 
have  been  lying  up  under  the  grass  and  mud  along 
the  edge  of  the  tank  "bund.'-' 

Thomas,  in  his  "Rod  in  India"  (2nd  edition), 
treats  the  lula,  or  murral,  with  scant  cere- 
mony. He  regards  him  as  a  poor  sort  of  pike 
to  be  captured  with  frogs  and  similar  bait.  But 
the  lula  is  really  a  gentleman  to  be  regarded 
with  respect,  for  he  rises  to  the  fly  freely  and  is  a 
good  table  fish  in  spite  of  his  bones — two  supreme 
qualities.  He  does  not  fight  very  hard — about  as 
well  as  a  chub  perhaps- — but  he  often  leaps  clear  of 
the  water  as  soon  as  he  feels  the  hook.  A  clear, 
calm  day  with  water  low  is  the  best  time  fo?  taking 
him  with  a  fly.  He  is  just  the  opposite  of  the 
trout  in  this  respect.  I  have  seldom  caught  them 
when  there  has  been  any  wind  or  M'hen  the  water 
was  high.  He  will  take  a  dry  fly — if  you  are  a  dry 
fly  purist — but  the  best  ones  I  have  caught  have 
been  taken  with  a  large  Red  Palmer  fished  wet. 
There  is  a  small  red  Dragon  Fly  on  which  the  lula 
feeds  in  the  evenings,  and  then  the  Red  Palmer  or 
Foster's  "Caterpillar"  will  do  great  execution. 

The  lula  is  said  to  run  to  3ft.  in  length.  The 
largest  I  ever  saw  was  about  5lb.  or  61b.,  which  was 
taken  by  a  native  in  a  wicker-basket  trap.  The 
natives  here  also  catch  good  ones  with  a  live  bait 
and  float  on  a  hand -fine.  Or  when  the  water  is  low 
they  "drive"  them  into  nets  staked  across  a 
narrow  opening  in  tank  or  river.  The  largest  I 
have  caught  with  a  fly  was  just  31b.  I  got  three 
fish  one  evening  weighing  8^1b.  Doubtless  larger 
ones  might  be  caught  with  a  frog,  but  who  would 
use  bait  so  long  as  fish  were  to  be  caught  with  the 
fly  ?  Strong  tackle  is  necessary,  as  one  drops  one's 
fly  into  a  hole  between  the  weeds,  and  if  Mr.  Lula 
takes  it,  it  is  a  case  of  "Pull  devil,  pull  baker '- 
to  haul  him  safe  into  a  more  open  spot. 

There  are  many  other  tank  fish,  but  I  have  not 
caught  any  that  rose  so  freely  to  fly  or  was  such 
good  eating  as  the  lula ;  and  these  notes  are 
already  becoming  too  long.  I  will  just  mention  a 
species  of  carp  M^hich  I  have  caught  with  fiy  in 
tanks  here  up  to  nearly  ^Ib.  I  think  this  fish  is  the 
olive  carp,  or  "Barbus  Chrysopoma."  He  corre- 
sponds as  nearly  as  possible  with  Thomas'  picture 
and  description  of  this  fish. 

Of  lagoon  fish  in  this  district  the  most  common 
is  the  "koduva"  (Tamil).  His  classical  name  is 
"Lates  Calcarifer."  A  right  handsome  fish  he  is 
with  his  deep  shoulder,  prominent  back  fin,  sheeny 
body,  and  brilliant  eye.  But  he  is  not  so  good  as 
he  looks.  I  have  heard  his  flesh  described  as  a 
mixture  of  cotton-wool,  mud,  and  needles — not 
exactly  a  " table 'i  fish!  but  the  natives  dry  him 
and  eat  him.  He  runs  to  a  huge  size— how  large 
I  am  afraid  to  say.  I  have  seen  him  caught  with  a 
live  bait  on  hand-lines  well  over  301b.,  and  I  have 
caught  them  myself  with  spoon  and  spinning  bait 
over  201b.,  and  hooked  one  monster  that — but  that 
is  another  story. 

He  cannot  be  said  to  be  lively  in  his  play.  He 
is  a  sulky,  dogged  brute,  but  very  strong.  He  takes 
out  line  slowly  but  surely,  and  woe-betide  your 
tackle  if  you  try  to  stop  a  big  one  too  quickly ! 
I  hooked  a  good  one  once  on  a  brand-new  line  that 
was  absolutely  sound.  He  "  towed  "  away  about 
100  yards,  when  I  thought  he  had  gone  far  enough 
and  put  the  pressure  on.  The  fish  thought 
differently,  and  we  parted  company,  the  running 
line  breaking.  I  tested  the  line  when  I  got  home 
and  found  it  would  stand  a  dead  strain  of  14Jlb. 
This  will  give  you  some  notion  of  their  power. 

The  koduva  takes  the  bait  very  quietly.  Often 
you  feel  nothing  at  all,  and  find  your  line  being 
slowly  taken  out  as  you  try  to  reel  in.  In  my 
experience,  the  only  way  is  to  let  the  fish  go  and 
follow  him  as  best  you  can — in  a  boat,  if  one 
is  available.  Disaster  has  always  been  the  result 
of  my  trying  to  check  them.  How  far  they  will  go 
with  their  slow  "towing"  pull  I  don't  know.  A 
writer  in  Thomas'  book  mentions  having  followed 
a  huge  one  for  400  yards,  but  I  doubt  if  this  was 
all  in  one  stretch  without  any  occasional  pause. 

Many  are  the  staries  the  writer  could  tell  of  brave 
fights  with  this  and  other  lagoon  monsters — how, 
for  example,  an  enthusiastic  brother  angler  hooked 
a  "big  'un"  at  dusk  which  kept  him  busy  all  night, 
and  how,  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  the 
haggard,  weary-eyed  angler  was  still  holding  on  to 
his  giant  fish  and  was  shouting  for  the  gaff  as  the 
fish  at  last  showed  signs  of  yielding.  I  draw  a 
veil  over  the  closirig  scene.  The  fish  turned  out  to 
be  a  young  crocodile ! 

Another  fine  lagoon  fish  is  the  "  kalai,'^   I  have 
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not  been  able  to  identify  him.  I  thought  at  first  he 
was  the  same  as  the  Bamin  or  Paumben  salmon, 
but  on  referring  to  Thomas  I  find  lie  is  not.  He 
does  not  run  so  large  as  the  koduva ;  but  he  is  a 
far  finer  fighter.  Weight  for  weight  he  will  play  as 
well  as  a  salmon.  He  is  to  be  caught  in  the  same 
way  as  a  koduva.  with  live  bait,  natural  spinning  bait 
or  spoon.  But  the  strongest  tackle  and  hooks  are 
necessary. 

Lastly,  I  would  mention  the  "seer."  He  is  pro- 
perly a  sea  fidi.  bat  com??  into  creek?  and  estuaries 
occasionally.  He  will  tike  a  fly  or  cpaon,  is  ex- 
cellent eating,  and  fights  to  thj  last  ounce  of  his 
strength.  But  my  experience  of  rod  fishing  for 
these  fish  is  very  small.  I  have  only  caught  two 
or  three  on  a  fly  in  CiUe  Harbour. 

I  have  caught  several  other  kind.s  of  fish,  and 
there  are  probably  many  others  unknown  to  me 
which  are  well  worth  catching ,  but  these  remarks 
will  show,  I  hops,  that  good  fishing  is  to  be  got  in 
the  low  country  of  Csylon,  and  I  would  advise  any 
keen  angler  about  to  visit  the  country  to  bring  a 
fly  and  spinning  rod  and  suitable  tackle. 

I  have  given  no  details  as  to  the  class  of  rods, 
lines  and  tackles  most  suitable  to  this  low  country 
for  fear  of  trespassing  on  your  patience,  which  I 
fear  I  have  overtaxed  already,  but  if  anyone 
requires  any  particulars  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give 
him  any  information  I  can  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — Yours  truly,  R.  A.  G.  Festing. 


FISHING  BY  STAELIGHT  FOR 
WELSH  LAKE  TEOUT. 


"  Longman's  Magazine  "  for  December  has  a 
pleasant  article  on  fishing  by  starlight  for  Welsh 
lake  trout  by  T.  Johnson.  Here  is  an  extract 
from  it : — 

"  Not  a  fish  was  moving  when  we  arrived,  not  a 
ripple  broke  the  glassy  surface,  and  the  mirrored 
stars  were  as  still  as  they  were  in  the  blue-black 
sky.  After  a  little  while,  however,  there  was  a 
flop  in  the  distance,  then  another,  and  in  a  few 
seconds  some  little  ripples  came  rolling  towards 
the  shore.  The  stars  danced  over  them,  and  the 
water  lapped  against  the  stones  or  sucked  into  the 
creeks  of  crumbly  peat.  The  trout  had  begun  to 
rise,  and  in  a  little  while  the  whole  surface  of  the 
lake  was  dimpled  with  hundreds  of  leaping  fish. 
They  seemed  to  be  sporting  like  a  school  of 
porpoises,  and  when  they  did  flick  a  tail  at  my 
carefully  prepared  cast  the  result  was  either  a 
foul-hooked  fish — or  not  so  much  as  that. 

"  If  a  trout  will  not  respond  when  I  make  him  a 
fair  offer  in  the  way  of  flies,  I  very  seldom  go  to 
the  trouble  of  tempting  him  with  any  other  pattern, 
for  I  know  that  a  feeding  fish  will  take  almost 
anything  of  a  given  type.  So  I  whipped  away 
with  the  two-handed  rod,  letting  out  more  and 
more  line,  and  manipulating  the  flies  in  every 
conceivable  way  until  weariness  and  tantalisation 
combined  prompted  me  to  reel  up  and  wonder 
what  that  sly  Welshman  was  doing. 

"I  came  upon  him  casting  vigorously  with  his 
ash-plant  rod,  and,  sure  enough,  there  on  the  bank 
lay  a  little  heap  of  trout,  their  golden  sides  glistening 
in  the  moonlight.  There  were  comparatively  few 
trout  rising  here,  yet  he  was  enjoying  good  sport. 

"  Having  found  the  fly  useless  he  had  taken  to 
worm,  but  instead  of  using  it  in  the  usual  way  he 
was  skimming  it  along  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  in  the  dim  light  looked  just  as  if  he  might  be 
spinning  a  miimow.  He  made  few  casts  without 
getting  a  rise,  and  as  his  tackle  was  strong,  the 
fish,  when  once  firmly  hooked,  were  unceremoniously 
hauled  to  land.  His  long  experience  of  lake  fishing 
had  taught  him  that  it  was  useless  to  angle  where 
the  fish  were  rising  in  the  vigorous,  playful  mood 
that  I  have  mentioned,  and  subsequent  trials  have 
proved  the  truth  of  the  statement. 

"Whether  the  trout  are  merely  playing  or  feeding 
on  midges  I  could  never  ascertain,  and  it  does  not 
much  matter  from  a  fisherman's  point  of  view.  In 
the  former  case  the  fish  are  scarcely  worth  trying 
for,  and,  again,  if  they  are  determined  to  make 
their  suppers  off  midges  they  are  equally  hard  to 
catch,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  an  artificial 
midge  has  never  yet  been  made  with  any  resem- 
blance to  the  real  thing. 

"However,  I  soon  followed  the  example  of  my 
earthy-coloured  friend,  and  had  an  hour's  good 
sport  before  the  fish  ceased  feeding.'- 


CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


VL— QUILL  FLOATS  FOR  GRAYLING 
FISHING,  ETC. 


{Continued  from  page  4G1,  Vol.  XLIX.) 

Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pehcival,  of  Ashton-uider- 
Lyne,  kindly  sends  a  set  of  unique  quill  floats 
that,  as  he  saj's,  can  be  almost  instantaneously 
attached  to  or  detached  from  the  line,  c//,!er  t!)e 
gut  bottom  has  been  tied  on  and  shotted  to  suit 
the  strength  of  the  current,  etc.  ;  and  the  angler 


Three  Floats,  Full  Size,  Capless,  with  Quill 
Slips  and^  Spiral  Rings,  Showing  Lines  in 
Position. 

No.  1.  Total  length,  6|in. 

who  has  three  or  four  quills,  varying  in  size  and 
mounted  like  those  in  the  sketch,  is  practically 
put  to  no  trouble  in  changing  from  one  size  to 
another  after  he  has  commenced  fishing.  I  do  not 
often  indulge  in  angling  for  coarse  fish,  but  when  I 
have,  these  floats  have  answered  admirably.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  sketch  that  a  narrow  piece  of  stiff 
quill  is  whipped  firmly  on  the  float  about  l|in. 
from  the  top  of  No.  1,  lin.  ditto  No.  2,  and  fin. 
ditto  No.  3,  pointing  towards  the  spiral  ring  fixed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  float,  and  just  under  and  near 
this  piece  of  quill  there  is  a  similar  piece  pointing 
to  the  top  of  the  float.   The  fine  line  or  gut  bottom 


(for  instance,  when  fishing  shallow  swims)  is  passed 
under  the  piece  pointing  down  and  then  over  the 
piece  pointing  up,  drawn  taut,  passed  round  the 
.spiral  or  corkscrew  ring,  until  it  drops  through, 
hangs  straight  down,  and  the  trick  is  done. 

The  lino  once  under  and  over  thcFC  quill  slips 
nothing  can  move  it  when  fishing,  and  he  says  he 
specially  devised  (his  float  for  grayling  fishing,  for 
when  fly  fishing  and  finding  the  fish  not  rising  well, 
he  added  a  small  detachable  lead  near  the  tail-fly, 
impaled  a  maggot  or  two  on  the  hook,  attached 
the  float,  and,  presto!  in  half  a  minute,  or  less, 
had  practically  changed  from  fly  to  bottom  fishing, 
and  changing  back  to  fly  fishing  was  effected 
as  quickly.  In  short,  the  celerity  with  which 
an  angler  can  change  from  one  style  to  another 
will  no  doubt  recommend  this  method  to  many 
who  have  never  heard  of  it.  Mr.  Percival  further 
says :  "  It  is  true  that  I  designed  the  pattern  of 
float  No.  1  for  grayling  fishing,  but  with  the  idea 
of  using  it  on  the  flj  ca.it,  to  avoid  the  trouble  and 
loss  of  time  in  changing  the  entire  tackle.  It 
will  be  seen  that  sizes  (No.  2  and  No.  3)  I  have 
used  for  this  purpose  are  much  smaller  than  No.  1, 
and  I  consider  them  most  suitable  for  both  gray- 
ling and  loach  fishing  in  gently-flowing  swims.'- 
He  also  says:  "Personally,  1  have  no  faith  in  the 
cork  arrangements  advocated  by  several  well- 
known  Yorkshire  anglers.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  quill  float  is  so  much  more  sensitive, 
and  being  more  easily  drawn  under  than  the  bulky 
cork,  the  timid  bite  of  a  grayling  is  more  likely  to 
be  delected.  I  admit  that  these  authorities  are 
more  experienced  in  grayling  fishing  than  I,  and 
I  cannot  pretend  to  do  more  than  give  my  humble 
opinion  thereon.  I  can  certainly  say  that  I  have 
caught  a  large  number  of  grayling  with  maggot, 
worm,  and  fly,  and  when  fishing  with  either  maggot 
or  worm,  and  using  a  line  sufficiently  fine,  I  have 
never  found  a  quill  float  unsuitable.  With  respect  to 
cocking  the  float  and  the  number  of  shots  required, 
it  acts  precisely  the  same  as  any  other  quill  float  of 
similar  dimensions.  Floats,  the  size  of  No.  2  and 
No.  3  used  with  a  fine  Nottingham  roach  line,  will 
work  well  with  a  B.B.  shot,  and  No.  1  float  will 
require  three  similar.'^  He  ends  a  very  interesting 
letter  as  follows:  — 

"■Winter Fishing. — In  winter  grayling  fishing, when 
the  conditions  are  often  unfavourable  for  fly  fishing, 
I  do  not  use  either  a  fly  cast  or  line  suitable  for  fly 
fishing.  My  experience  is  that  a  No.  0  or  No.  1 
Nottingham  twisted,  undressed,  silk  roach  line  is 
the  best  for  the  purpose.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
those  who  advocate  using  cork  floats  for  grayling 
fishing  recommend  them  because  they  also  recom- 
mend a  fine  -plaited  and  enamelled  line,  which  is 
much  heavier  than  the  undressed  fine  lines  mentioned 
above,  and  would  swamp  a  quill  float  when  fishing 
a  long  line.  Roach  fishermen  often  change  floats 
several  times  during  a  day's  fishing;  and  I  must 
emphasise  the  fact  that  the  only  novelty  I  claim  for 
my  float  is  the  method  of  attachment,  which  lends 
itself  so  readily  to  a  quick  change  from  one  size  to 
another.'!  A. 
(To  he  continued.) 


IMPRESSIONS  OF  HURLEY. 


Hurley  is  a  most  picturesque  portion  of  the 
Thames,  and  is  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Marlow  and  five  from  Henley.  In  company  with 
my  friend,  Mr.  F.  Sands,  the  treasurer  of  the 
K.  P.  S.  (and  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
T.  A.  P.  S.).  I  drove  over  to  Hurley  Lock  from 
Henley,  after  having  had  an  interesting  chat  with 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henle3'  and 
District  Preservation  Society.  The  river  looked 
in  anything  but  good  fishing  order:  there  was 
very  little  stream,  and  the  water  had  a  whitey- 
green  look,  as  if  it  held  snow-broth.  In  addition 
to  this  there  was  a  slight  fog  hanging  over  the 
hills.  Bob  Young,  the  professional,  had  his  punt 
ready  at  Hurley  Bridge  and  piloted  us  up  to  the 
head  of  the  weir.  The  weir  itself  is  private,  and 
although  it  has  the  appearance  of  being  good 
fronting  water,  no  trout  have  been  caught  there 
during  the  past  two  years.  Young  told  me,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  had  nine  trout  in  one  season 
with  one  clieilt,  and  the  weights  of  the  fish 
averaged  from  91b.  to  13lb.  each.  Our  quarry  was 
pike,  and  we  commenced  fishing  in  mid-stream, 
using  float  tackle  and  roach  as  bait.  About  150 
yards  above  the  weir  having  been  well  fished 
without  result,  we  approached  close  enough  to  bo 
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able  to  see  the  water  below.  On  the  left-hand  side 
the  river  was  bordered  by  high  hills  sloping  almost 
perpendicular  to  the  water's  edge,  and  banked  up 
with  trees  and  bushes,  some  of  which  overhung  the 
river.  Friend  Sands  exclaimed,  "That  looks  good 
chub  water  in  the  comer  below  ?  "  Young  replied, 
"  Yes,  we  get  some  very  good  chub  there."  Along 
the  top  of  the  weir  on  the  right  there  is  a  good 
fringe  of  sedges.  We  fished  these  with  both  float 
and  paternoster  tackle,  and  then  Young  pushed 
the  punt  through  the  sedges,  the  counter  lapping 
over  the  sill,  and  we  fished  the  lower  water  from 
the  top,  letting  the  baits  fall  into  the  eddies  behind 
the  posts,  and  also  fishing  the  runs.-  As  the  water 
fell  over  the  weir  through  the  sedges  it  formed  a 
pretty  picture.  Young  told  us  that  it  was  in  that 
portion  of  the  water  that  we  had  just  covered  in 
mid-stream  that  he  hooked,  some  years  ago,  the 
biggest  pike  he  had  ever  seen  in  the  Thames.  "  If 
it  weighed  an  ounce,"  he  said,  "  it  weighed  301b. 
My  client,"  he  went  on,  "played  the  fish  for  some 
time,  and  at  last  had  it  apparently  played  out,  as  it 
laid  on  its  side  and  allowed  itself  to  be  drawn  into 
the  landing  net.  Unfortunately,  the  net,  which 
was  a  new  one,  broke,  and  the  fish  escaped,  this 
being  the  only  time,"  continued  Young,  "that  I 
have  lost  a  fish  through  the  net  breaking.  Well," 
he  went  on,  "  we  got  the  fish  again  played  out  and 
into  the  net  a  second  time.  But  it  went  through 
the  bottom  again,  and  this  time  the  peg  in  the 
fioat  caught  in  the  net  and  the  fish  escaped."- 
Young  has  never  seen  that  fish  since,  and  thinks  it 
is  still  in  the  river  somewhere.  Anyway,  Sands  and 
I  never  came  across  it.  After  leaving  the  weir  we 
tried  along  under  the  trees  down  to  the  tumbling 
bay.  Both  the  paternoster  and  the  float  were  used 
but  without  result.  Mid-stream  fishing  was  also 
sampled,  as  Young  said  he  usually  got  the  large  fish 
in  the  stream,  except  in  flood  time,  when  the  eddies 
and  lay-byes  were  fished.  There  was  a  fair  stream 
and  seven  or  eight  feet  of  water  close  in  to  the  bank 
above  the  tumbling  bay,  which  looked  an  ideal  spot 
for  chub  fishing.  The  punt  was  then  taken  through 
the  lock  and  up  the  backwater.  Here  we  spent  the 
rest  of  the  day.  There  were  anglers  at  work  here 
in  punts.  -One  was  trying  the  bay,  and  the  other 
the  sedges  on  the  right,  so  we  turned  round  the 
island  and  fished  one  of  the  most  "jacky" 
looking  bits  of  water  one  would  wish  to  see. 
There  were  sedges  down  the  left-hand  side, 
and  reeds  here  and  there  in  the  centre,  the 
stretch  being  closed  at  the  end  by  eel-bucks. 
The  baskets,  however,  were  not  down,  so  we  were 
able  to  pass  through  and  fish  below  also.  Almost 
at  the  first  cast,  friend  Sands  landed  a  jack,  not  a 
big  one,  and  a  little  later  on  he  hooked  a  four  or 
five  pounder,  which,  however,  escaped  just  as  it 
was  being  landed.  Then  I  had  a  "run,"  but  the 
hooks  came  back  minus  fish  or  bait,  but  shortly 
afterwards  I  secured  a  small  fish.  We  had  by  then 
covered  this  part  of  the  backwater  and  pushed  on 
through  the  eel-bucks,  turning  sharply  to  the  left 
by  some  posts,  and  fished  under  the  trees  on  the 
opposite  bank.  Then  we  tried  the  open  water 
well  below  the  eel-bucks,  where  a  15-pounder  was 
caught  a  little  while  ago  near  the  boat-house  under 
the  high  hill.  We  met  other  anglers  who  had  had 
no  sport,  and  as  the  fog  was  increasing  we  decided 
to  stop  fishing.  However,  I  had  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  roaching,  and  caught  a  few  to  compensate 
for  the  lack  of  sport  with  the  pike.  A  walk  across 
the  meadows  and  on  to  Marlow  finished  up  the  day 
in  a  quiet  manner,  except  for  one  little  incident. 
The  train  to  London  was  crowded,  it  being  holiday 
time,  and  as  the  guard  kindly  showed  us  to  a  seat. 
Sands  and  I  gave  him  sixpence  each.  I  sub- 
sequently discovered  that  the  "sixpence"  I  gave 
him  was  a  golden  one.  But  on  writing  about  the 
matter,  and  telling  the  guard  to  keep  half-a-crown 
of  it,  I  received  back  seven  and  sixpence.  So 
much  for  honesty  and  good  luck ! 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


LOCH  TAY. 


The  Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel,  Killin,  Loch  Tay, 
has  been  taken  oyer  by  Mr.  Bennett,  so  that  it  is 
now  under  new  management.  Mr.  Bennett  intends 
to  do  all  he  can  to  make  visitors  comfortable  at 
moderate  charges.  He  has  good  boats  and  boat- 
men. The  loch  opens  for  salmon  fishing  on  Jan.  15, 
and  is  probably  the  cheapest  lake  fishing  for  salmon 
in  Scotland,  sport  being  often  very  good  and  the 
fish  large. 


GEAYLING  FISHING  ON  THE  TILL. 
By  "North  Wind." 

The  recent  Christmas  holidays  gave  me  a  much- 
longed-for  chance  of  a  day  or  two  on  the  Till,  my 
favourite  stream,  so  on  Boxing  Day  I  journeyed 
thither. 

I  reached  my  rendezvous  at  11  a.m.  I  was  not 
long  in  getting  rigged  up,  and  then  you  all  know 
that  ecstatic  feeling  belonging  to  the  first  casts, 
often  made  in  imagination  during  our  enforced 
absence.  It  had  been  a  biting  frost  overnight,  but 
grew  milder  towards  noon.  My  first  three  hours 
were  most  disappointing,  but  to  abide  with  such  is 
part  of  an  angler's  education.  Salmo  thymallus 
was  not  on  the  move  at  all.  The  sidss  of  swirling 
pools,  the  deeper  edge  of  gravelly  reaches,  the 
streams,  and  their  heads  and  tails  were  all  tried  in 
vain. 

But  I  knew  how  inconstant  Mr.  Grayling  is  at 
times,  and  that  in  a  very  short  time  I  might  get 
compensated  for  my  early  lack  of  sport,  and  I  did. 
Two-thirty  p.m.,  on  this  date,  must  have  been  the 
dining  hour  of  "  silver  sides,"  for  between  then  and 
dark  I  basketed  six  lovely  fish,  averaging  fib., 
and  then  back  to  Fitzgerald's  to  dinner. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  frost  was  as  keen  as 
ever,  but  whereas  yesterday  it  kept  dark  and 
lowering,  to-day  there  was  a  bright  sun. 

This  time  I  started  at  the  head  of  the  free 
water,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  considered  to  be 
the  best.  It  joins  on  to  the  Chillingham  Castle 
preserved  stretch.  Again  the  fish  were  not  on  the 
feed,  so  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  patience.  At 
2  p.m.  I  had  reached  a  nice,  gently  flowing,  gravelly 
reach,  deepening  towards  the  opposite  bank,  and 
here  the  fun  started.  "  Little  red  worms "  must 
have  been  first  on  the  menu,  as  in  the  next  two 
hours  I  creeled  six  brace  of  beauties,  heaviest  just 
one  pound,  and  then  darkness  overtook  me,  and  I 
had  reluctantly  to  say  adieu  to  Till  once  more. 

During  my  fishing  I  landed  at  least  twenty  small 
trout,  and  here  let  me  relate  rather  a  peculiar 
experience.  I  had  hooked  one  little  fellow  very 
lightly,  and  I  felt  pleased  that  I  should  not  have 
to  hurt  him  much  in  releasing  him.  However, 
when  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  he  trembled  most 
violently  in  my  hands,  and  when  returned  to  the 
watei;  turned  belly  up,  dead.  I  have  never  seen 
this  happen  before. 

Now  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  grayling  expert. 
I  journeyed  down  to  Alnwick  with  two  of  the 
Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Hardy  Bros.,  who  had  been 
further  down  Till  also  on  grayling  bent.  Messrs. 
Hardy  are  very  old  acquaintances  of  mine,  and 
on  our  journey  I  learnt  more  about  grayling 
fishing  than  ever  I  knew  before. 

The  kind  of  float,  and  how  to  regulate  it,  the 
shotting  of  the  line,  the  angle  of  the  rod,  striking, 
etc.,  etc.,  were  all  made  clear  to  me,  and  I  can  only 
attribute  my  success  with  grayling  during  the  last 
season  and  this  so  far  to  my  good  knowledge  of  the 
haunts  and  habits  of  fish  generally.  I  hope  to 
have  another  day  or  two  soon,  and  with  my  newly 
gained  knowledge  I .  anticipate  better  sport.  A 
young  man  whom  I  also  met  on  my  way  home  had 
a  full  creel,  got  on  Till  at  Wooler,  at  least  151b.  of 
good  fish. 

Messrs.  Hardy  quite  agree  with  me  that  the  Till 
at  Chatton  is  the  very  best  of  grayling  water,  and 
I  might  add  fronting  water  too.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  proprietor  of  the  Percy  Arms, 
Chatton,  does  not  advertise  the  fishing  for  liis  own 
good,  but  he  says  that  in  the  trouting  season 
"duffers"  often  come,  and  after  spending  a  day  or 
two  in  basketing  a  few  fingerhngs,  depart  reviling 
the  river.  He  says  "that  should  fishers  like 
those  come,  after  seeing  his  advertisement,  they 
might  think  that  they  were  being  deceived."- 
Those  are  the  "down-stream"  men. 

I  know  that  the  chief  object  of  this  valuable 
paper  is  to  give  reliable  information  about  things 
piscatorial,  and  to  help  in  this  I  have  penned  this 
short  article.  I  might  add  that  the  Till  can  easily 
be  fished  with  an  eleven-foot  rod,  and  it  is  not  wise 
to  wade  much,  excepting  on  the  streams  where  you 
can  see  the  nature  of  the  bottom  clearly,  as  there 
are  lots  of  soft  sand-beds  which  are  more  startling 
than  dangerous. 


SALMON  AND  TKOUT  FISHING 
IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


Salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  Newfoundland  is 
chiefly  sought  after  by  Americans,  who  come  to 
the  rivers  in  schooners  and  camp  out,  and  having 
myself  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  these  beautiful 
rivers,  I  will  try  to  describe  them  so  that  anyone 
who  reads  this  article  and  happens  to  be  in  New- 
foundland afterwards  may  have  some  guide  to  help 
him  in  his  explorations. 

Salmon  River  and  West  River  fall  into  Hare 
Bay,  and  about  the  middle  of  July  the  first  lot  of 
salmon  began  to  come  up  in  great  numbers,  and  it 
was  rather  astonishing  at  first  to  find  that  when 
poked  by  the  end  of  one's  rod  a  salmon  would 
hardly  take  the  trouble  to  shift  his  position  by 
more  than  an  inch  or  two,  and  even  by  wading 
close  up  to  them  these  salmon  were  in  no  hurry  to 
get  out  of  the  way.  Salmon  River  in  the  lower 
reaches  at  this  time  was  seldom  more  than  waist- 
deep,  and  even  this  depth  lasted  for  only  a  short 
time,  and  knee-deep  was  all  the  snlmon  could 
generally  depend  on.  By  the  end  of  July  the  fish 
had  settled  in  their  pools  for  the  winter,  and  it  was 
easy  to  examine  them  and  notice  the  great  scars 
on  their  backs  where  seals  had  snapped  out  chunks 
of  flesh.  These  great  congregations  of  fish  aie 
common  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  it  would 
appear  that  being  so  extraordinarily  prolific  they 
must  be  kept  within  bounds  by  the  attacks  of 
countless  enemies. 

The  American  brook  trout,  or,  as  we  call  them 
out  here,  char,  can  be  easily  caught  in  Salmon 
River,  but  they  are  not  very  lively  fish.  Still,  a 
three-pounder  is  not  to  be  despised  at  all,  though 
none  of  these  fish  require  the  skill  to  catch  them 
which  our  highly-educated  trout  at  home  insist 
upon. 

West  River  is  a  small  stream  compared  with 
Salmon  River,  but  it  has  many  more  fish  in  it  for 
its  size,  and  when  there  is  a  slight  ripple  on  the 
water  it  is  easy  to  make  a  good  basket  of  trout 
weighing  from  half  a  pound  to  three  or  four  pounds. 
There  are  sea-trout,  of  course,  in  these  rivers,  but 
as  I  know  naturalists  are  puzzled  about  the 
salmon  family  I  will  not  attempt  to  try  to  point 
out  differences  which  few  understand. 

English  flies  do  not  seem  to  attract  the  fish  any 
better  than  the  flies  we  can  get  out  here,  and  the 
local  Silver  Doctor,  Dashwood,  and  Jock  Scott  are 
the  best  I  know,  with,  of  course,  the  yellow  body 
and  teal  wing  fly,  which  is  a  great  favourite. 

Where  West  River  falls  into  Hare  Bay  it  is  only 
about  two  feet  deep  at  high  tide,  and  working  from 
here  upstream  we  come  upon  varied  water  first  in 
two  distinct  streams  which,  as  we  ascend,  lead  us 
to  a  long  rapid  coming  from  an  island  which 
divides  the  river,  above  which  are  other  rapids, 
from  a  long  stretch  of  pools  in  which  salmon  can 
rest.  Above  these  the  river  again  is  divided,  and 
good  beds  can  be  found  where  twenty  to  thirty- 
pounders  can  in  comfort  shed  their  spawn. 

The  salmon  flies  used  at  home  are  too  big  for 
the  fish  here,  and  seem  to  frighten  them,  so  we  use 
double-hooked  flies  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
long.  A  silver  body  with  brown  wings,  light  blue 
hackle  with  yellow  and  red  tail  is  the  Silver  Doctor 
out  here,  tied  on  a  double  hook. 

Sometimes  a  regular  school  of  fish  would  come 
along  after  the  fly  with  a  big  bow  wave,  but  they 
were  too  cute  to  lay  hold  and  turned  oil  just  when 
a  proper  rise  seemed  certain. 

In  Newfoundland  there  appeared  to  be  more 
grilse  than  salmon  in  the  rivers,  their  tails  being 
forked,  but  here  again  I  must  not  attempt  to  give 
an  opinion  which  ought  only  to  be  given  by  those 
who  have  very  closely  studied  the  subject. 

In  Forteau  River  good  sport  can  be  had,  and  in 
the  lakes  there  must  be  great  quantities  of  fish, 
though  they  give  little  sign  of  their  presence.  The 
first  obstacle  to  the  fish,  after  they  leave  Forteau 
Bay  to  run  up  this  river,  is  a  fall  of  about  ten  or 
twelve  feet  high,  and  as  three  officers  from  the 
ward  roSm  caught  six  salmon  and  thirty  big  trout 
in  an  hour  or  so,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  what 
a  long  day's  fishing  would  mean.  Fresh-run  trout 
give  great  sport,  but  a  few  weeks  in  the  river  takes 
all  the  energy  out  of  them. 

We  camped  out  for  four  days  at  Torrent  River, 
which  runs  into  Hawke  Bay ;  the  pools  below  the 
falls  are  first-rate,  and  the  falls  are  a  splendid 
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sight,  for  the  river  comes  do^Ti  in  a  body  forty 
feet,  and  about  thirty  yards  below  the  great  pool 
there  is  a  foaming  torrent.  The  fish  lie  near  the 
foot  of  the  pool,  and  this  seems  the  best  cast  to 
fish. 

I  have  seen  a  salmon  attempt  to  jump  up  the 
falls  and  reach  the  first  ledge  of  rock  four  or  five 
feet  up,  and  when  the  water  has  been  low  I  have 
seen  dead  fish  in  these  ledges.  I  was  not  surprised 
to  notice  that  to  scale  up  to  the  top  must  be 
almost  impossible,  for  each  jump  would  require 
the  greatest  exertion  in  such  strong  waterj  Above 
the  falls  there  are  plenty  of  trout,  and  a  proper 
ladder  would,  of  course,  let  the  salmon  up.  It 
seems  a  pity  that  so  many  should  be  killed  in 
attempting  to  jump  the  fall,  and  it  is  not  a  pleasant 
sight  in  low  water  to  see  the  ledges  packed  full  of 
dead  fish.  The  trout  in  the  run-out  of  the  first 
lake  are  big  ones,  and  I  caught  several  in  an  hour. 

East  River  has  plenty  of  fish,  and  as  it  falls 
into  Hawke  Bay  it  is  worth  while  exploring  it  also. 
The  first  falls  are  only  a  stone's  throw  from  the 
mouth  and  about  six  feet  high.  In  this  short 
reach  the  water  was  so  low  that,  although  there 
were  heaps  of  fish  lying  on  the  bottom,  they  were 
too  lazy  to  move  an  inch. 

The  amount  of  gear  required  for  camping  out 
with  any  comfort  depends  on  the  carrying  powers 
of  the  persons  who  are  going  on  an  expedition, 
and  everything  should  be  got  ready  the  day  before. 
A  sack  with  sledges  on  it  will  carry  a  dry  shift  of 
woollen  clothes  for  sleeping  in,  a  large  rug  and 
^  blanket  for  your  bed,  a  fly  veil  to  keep  off  the 
black  flies  and  mosquitoes.  The  flies  do  not  like 
eucalyptus  oil,  and  it  is  well  to  grease  your  face 
if  you  do  not  wear  a  veil.  You  will  not,  of 
course,  forget  your  rod,  reel,  and  line,  knife, 
scissors,  and  twine,  and  a  list  of  all  you  want 
should  be  consulted  before  you  start.  To  leave 
the  fly  book  at  home,  or,  as  we  say  out  here,  on 
board  ship,  would  be  more  than  annoying.  There 
should  be  another  sack  for  kettle,  canteen,  and  so 
on.  It  is  well  to  take  plenty  of  bread,  bacon, 
potatoes,  salt,  sugar,  and  condensed  milk,  and 
tinned  meats,  in  case  you  get  no  fish,  and  butter, 
of  course,  is  always  wanted. 

When  all  was  ready,  three  of  us  left  the  ship  and 
were  towed  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  by  the 
steam-cutter,  and  then  worked  our  way  up  to  the 
camping-ground,  with  some  slight  mishaps  from 
one  boat  grounding  and  having  to  be  lightened  of 
its  load  and  started  again.  And  so  we  reached  the 
place  to  pitch  our  tent,  and  immediately  made  a 
fire  to  keep  the  flies  away.-  We  got  plenty  of 
spruce  boughs  to  make  the  floor,  and  then  the  tent 
was  pitched  so  as  to  get  as  much  room  as  possible 
to  sleep  in.  When  quite  settled  down,  I  put  my 
rod  up  and  went  fishing  for  the  evening,  and  found 
the  safest  way  for  one's  tackle  was  to  wade,  as  the 
river  banks  are  in  most  places  too  thickly  wooded. 
Though  there  were  plenty  of  fish  I  had  no  luck, 
and  went  back  to  camp,  changed  into  dry  clothes, 
had  supper  and  went  to  bed,  leaving  my  fishing 
gear  before  the  fire  to  dry,  too  near,  however,  for 


my  coat  unfortunately,  as  I  found  a  hole  burnt  in 
it  next  morning.  We  prepared  the  tent  for  sleeping 
by  closing  it  tight  and  burning  moss  in  it,  and 
when  it  was  clear  of  flies  I  put  on  my  veil  and 
the  eucalyptus  oil,  wrapped  myself  up  in  the 
blankets,  and  got  to  sleep.  At  about  twelve 
o'clock  a  mosquito  sang  in  my  ear,  and  bit  me 
soon  afterwards,  and  when  a  mosquito  bites  you 
properly  you  present  a  nice  appearance  for  the 
next  few  days.  After  four  days'  fishing,  exploring, 
and  enjoying  ourselves,  we  find  ourselves  on  board 
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H.M.S.  "Fantome"  in  White  Bay, 
Newfoundland. 

again,  and  have  to  endure  some  chaff  for  managing 
to  catch  only  eight  trout;  but  after  all  we  had 
great  fun,  especially  when  shooting  the  rapids. 

At  Torrent  River,  Hawke  Bay,  we  had  new 
experiences,  and  saw  for  the  first  time  caribou 
tracks  but  no  deer,  of  which  there  are  plenty  in 
Newfoundland.-  On  this  expedition  there  are  four 
of  us ;  our  bluejacket  with  one  goes  on  ahead, 
while  the  rest  of  us,  with  the  usual  lumber  on  our 
shoulders,  trudge  the  three  miles  through  the 
woods  andjthickets  of  shrubs. 

There  is  a  path  up  Torrent!  River  made  by  H.M.S. 
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RivERHEAD  River,  White  Bay,  Newfotjnd-  .. 
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Cordelia  when  she  was  on  this  station.-  This  path 
leads  up  to  the  Torrent  River  Falls,  and,  of  course, 
makes  the  going  easier,  still  we  were  glad  enough 
to  meet  our  bluejacket  who  had  come  back  to  help 
us  after  he  had  left  his  load  at  our  destination.-  We 
pitched  our  tent  at  eight  o'clock,  having  made  the 
usual  spruce  fioor  and  prepared  for  the  mosquitoes. 
Supper,  followed  by  a  long  sleep,  made  me  ready  to 
follow  the  others  who  have  started  early,  not  having 
slept  as  soundly  as  I  did.  After  catching  three 
trout  I  went  back,  had  breakfast,  and  started  off 


again  to  fish  above  the  falls,  where  for  the  next 
three  days  I  always  fished,  as  I  found  lots  of  trout 
there.  'The  more  flies  you  put  on  your  cast  the 
more  fish  you  rise,  and  as  many  weigh  lib.,  sport 
is  good.  We  were  lucky  to  have  four  stokers  to 
carry  all  the  sacks  back  for  us,  so  we  did  the 
journey  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  instead  of 
taking  two  hours  over  it. 

Falhng  into  White  Bay  is  Riverhead  Brook,  a 
pretty  little  stream  full  of  trout,  and  there  is 
capital  fishing  water  about  three  hundred  yards 
from  the  mouth.-  There  are  beautiful  pools,  but 
they  did  not  seem  to  have  as  many  trout  ready  to 
rise  as  in  the  shallower  parts.  It  is  strange  that  on 
the  left  bank  there  is  thick  bush  and  no  trees,  while 
on  the  right  bank  there  is  thick  wood  and  very 
little  bush.  I  suppose  there  is  some  explanation 
for  this.  There  are  plenty  of  beautiful  scenes  on 
this  river,  and  it  is  quite  worth  while  to  bring  a 
camera,  and  if  you  can  sketch,  a  paint  box  and 
outfit  for  sketching. 

The  trout  seem  to  like  any  fly  -with  red  or  grej 
in  it,  and  sometimes  the  hook  alone  was  quita 
attractive  enough  for  them.  I  caught  120  and  a 
grilse  in  one  afternoon. 

When  in  White  Bay  a  party  of  us  went  to  Sop's 
Arm,  leaving  the  ship  at  a  quarter  to  eleven  in  the 
steamboat.  I  took  my  camera  and  rod,  and  tried, 
without  success,  however,  for  tuna  on  the  way  to 
the  river,  and  the  noise  of  the  engines  frightened 
away  the  duck  which  we  tried  to  stalk.  I  had 
three  hours'  fishing  and  got  forty,  averaging  half 
a  pound  and  more.  We  stopped  fishing  at  six 
o'clock,  and  two  hours  in  the  steamboat  found  us 
on  board  again. 

Haret  Theing  Bennett,  R.Nj 


THE  TUNA  IN  ATLANTIC 
WATBKS. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  m.— Editor  Forest  and 
Stream  :  Some  two  years  ago  I  wrote  you  about 
the  possibility  of  tuna  fishing  in  the  Atlantic  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  I  started  some  gentlemen  in  Sydney, 
N.S.,  and  in  Newfoundland  after  those  fish.  As 
per  my  instructions,  Mr.  Ed.  vom  Hofe  manufactured 
several  exceedingly  large  reels,  each  to  hold  nearly 
a  thousand  feet  of  his  No.  36  tarpon  line.  One  of 
these  I  purchased,  and  the  others  were  sold  to  my 
friends  in  Sydney  and  Ne-wfoimdland.  My  outfit 
was  tried  a  year  ago  last  August  at  Myra  Bay  near 
Sydney  by  a  Kansas  City  man,  but  he  failed  to  find 
the  fish,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  anyone  else  hung 
a  tuna  that  year. 

Last  year,  though,  several  were  hung  at  Myra 
Bay,  and  as  I  met  at  Ottawa  some  two  months  ago 
Mr.  A.  C.  Ross,  one  of  the  Sydney  gentlemen  -who 
tried  to  land  these  giant  game  fish,  I  secured  from 
him  some  notes  for  your  paper. 

He  tells  me  that  last  year  he  hung  two  tuna. 
The  first  went  immediately  under  the  boat,  fouled  the 
line,  and  escaped.  The  second  one  struck  so  hard 
as  to  nearly  pull  the  rod  out  of  his  hands.  The  reel 
handle  fouled  the  arm  of  the  chair  and  broke  off, 
so,  of  course,  the  fish  escaped.  I  had  told  Mr.  Ross 
to  use  a  chair  with  a  back  but  no  arms  ;  but  he 
did  not  understand  my  reason  for  giving  such 
advice — he  does  now. 

Mr.  Wodill,  of  Sydney,  also  fished  for  tuna  last 
summer  at  Myra  Bay,  and  succeeded  in  hanging 
two.  The  first  one  he  held  for  six  hours,  then, 
being  worn  out,  he  cut  it  loose.  He  estimates  the 
length  of  the  fish  at  ten  feet,  the  weight  at  7001b., 
and  the  distance  it  towed  him  at  thirty  miles. 
Allowing  for  the  natural  over-estimate  caused  by 
the  angler's  excitement,  this  fish  must  have  put  up 
a  pretty  respectable  fight. 

The  second  one  that  Mr.  Wodill  hooked  he  held 
for  only  half  an  hour,  when  it  got  away  for  some 
reason  that  I  could  not  learn. 

Mr.  Dodd,  the  proprietor  of  the  two  "  Log  Cabin  " 
resorts  of  Newfoimdiand,  made  last  year  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  hook  a  tuna  in  one  of  the  inlets 
of  that  island.  He  foimd  the  fish,  but  could  not 
keep  up  with  them.  He  -writes  me  that  he  is  going 
to  try  again  this  summer  by  using  a  naphtha  launch. 

The  honour  of  landing  the  first  tima  in  the 
Atlantic  with  rod  and  reel  is  stiU  open  to  competition; 
but  candidates  for  the  distinction  are  advised  to 
lose  no  time  in  getting  to  work,  as  the  Sydney 
sportsmen  mean  business  this  year. 

The  best  fishing  at  Myra  Bay  is  during  the  entire 
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month  of  July.-  It  is  also  good  in  September,  but 
tlie  -woathor  then  is  liable  to  be  unpropitious. 

I  regret  that  my  professional  work  calls  me  to 
the  Pacific  Coast  in  July  ;  otherwise  I  would  have 
made  an  endeavour  to  land  the  first  Atlantic  tuna 
myself.  If  this  season  goes  by  without  one  being 
caught  there,  I  shall  certainly  try  hard  to  tackle 
them  next  year. — J.  A.  L.  Waddell,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 

rin  Februarjf,  1902, 1  ^v^ote  a  note,  which  appears 
on  p.  90,  on  Pattillo's  "  Moose  Hunting,  Salmon 
Fishing  and  other  Sketches  of  Sport  in  Canada," 
as  follows  : — "  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
Mr.  Pattillo's  very  exciting  account  of  his  albacore 
fishing  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  in  this  chapter 
will  induce  anglers  to  visit  that  country  to  fight 
the  albacore  with  rod  and  line  ;  just  as  they  go 
now  to  Catalina  to  catch  tuna,  a  fish  of  the  same 
species."  It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Waddell's  letters 
that  a  beginning  with  this  new  sport  for  anglers 
has  ah-eady  been  made — the  fish  run  to  6001b.  and 
over. — K.  B.  Maeston.] 


A  NEW  POLLACK  HOOK. 


If  one  observes  the  mouth  of  the  pollack  one 
will  find  that  he  has  &■  short  upper  lip  (quite 
aristocratically  short),  whereas  his  lower  lip  pro- 
trudes in  a  perpetual  sneer.  He  seems  to  say, 
"  Take  that  for  your  hooks  and  your  bait,"  while 
he  rushes  courageously  jand  wildly  at  your  lure. 
But  it  may  be  observed  that  a  pollack  is  frequently 
hooked  and  played  for  a  short  while,  and  then  he 
mysteriously  gets  off.    "'Badly  hooked,"  you  say, 


Pollack  Hooks  baited  with  Heeeing. 

while  the  man  who  knows  everything  says  you 
didn't  strike  hard  enough,  or  you  oughtn't  to  have 
struck  him  as  hard  as  you  did,  or  that  you  oughtn't 
to  have  struck  at  all.  He  knows  everything  does 
your  looker-on,  yet  he  often  loses  fish  himself. 
Well,  is  it  not  possible  that  a  pollack  seizes  your 
bait  between  his  two  extraordinary  jaws  and 
carries  it  away  with  his  mouth  shut.  After  a  little, 
however,  he  doesn't  like  the  look  of  things,  and 
opens  his  mouth  in  amazement.  Now,  if  you  notice 
again  you  will  find  that  on  the  roof  of  his  mouth, 
hard  hy  his  aristocratic  lip,  he  has  a  hard  and 
horny  plate,  more  horny  than  in  most  other  fish^ 
Into  this  plate  the  hooks  will  not  penetrate  unless 
you  have  struck  him  hard.  "  Told  you  so,"  says 
the  onlooker  afterwards,  who  forgets  that  he  also 
gave  other  reasons  for  the  non-hookal  on  other 
days.  So,  this  being  the  case,  as  soon  as  his  mouth 
is  opened  back  comes  your  slack  line,  and  the 
pollack  seeks  pastures  new,  with  his  nether  lip 
protruding  more  contemptuously  than  ever !  Now 
to  fox  Mr.  Pollack  I  would  suggest  a  couple  of 
hooks  somewhat  on  Stewart  worm-tackle  lines — 
that  is,  a  rather  large  lower  hook,  and  a  smaller  one 
whipped  on  to  the  shank  above,  the  bait  (say,  a 
herring  lask)  to  be  placed  on  the  lower  and  larger 
hook.  When  he  closes  his  jaws  one  hook  or  other 
sticks  in  his  horny  roof-plate,  but — and  a  big  but 
— the  other  gets  his  sneering  lower  lip,  and  then 
I  think  Mr.  Pollack  may  say  that  "  his  day's  work 


is  done,"  unless  he  rushes  into  some  hole  and  breaks 
your  tackle  altogether.  I  ara  really  referring  more 
to  paternostering  from  piers  or  rocks  than  to  any 
other  form  of  pollack  fishing.  With  float  tackle  it 
would  not  be  so  necessary,  as  in  this  case,  finding 
no  resistance,  he  swallows  the  bait,  and  it  is  beyond 
his  jaws  that  he  feels  the  hook.  Often  with  float 
tackle  the  float  will  hardly  go  under,  until  you  raise 
the  rod  point,  but  then  "whiz"  goes  the  reel,  and  it 
may  be  a  heavy  fish.  But  with  a  paternoster  it  is 
quite  different,  and  I  fancy  this  hook  would  non- 
plus the  pollack,  one  of  our  gamest  of  sea  fish. 

R.  Waeren  Veenon. 


ANGLEES  ONE  MEETS. 

"  It's  a  funny  thing  you  so  seldom  come  across  a 
good  sort  of  a  parson  fishing,"  *  an  old  friend  of 
mine  remarked  one  day  when  we  were  discussing 
fishy  topics. 

However  far  the  truth  of  his  assertion  may  reach, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  my  own  experience  is 
that  all  the  angling  clerics  I  have  met  are  good 
anglers,  and  wonderfully  free  from  the  "  leaven  of 
malice  and  all  uncharitableness." 

Well  do  I  remember  my  old  schoolmaster  who 
applied  whole  cane  with  an  energy  that  could  well 
have  been  dispensed  with,  and  might  have  been 
pardoned  had  he  construed  "  Arma  virumque  cano  " 
as  "  I  cane  the  arms  and  the  • — ■ — ."  But  no 
matter,  he  it  was  who,  when  I  had  finished  helping 
his  hair  to  grow  grey,  one  day  said  : 

"  Take  a  licence  out,  and  my  rod  and  flies — I  shan't 
want  them  till  Saturday,  and  when  you  get  hold, 
get  the  rod  top  up  and  hold  on  till  all  sings  again." 
And  I  did,  and  lost  two  salmon  that  day  at  the  cost 
of  sore  mouths,  but  killed  the  next  fish,  and  returned 
home  with  such  a  thrill  pervading  "  my  soul,  my  life, 
my  all,"  that  even  in  these  later  days  I  am  not  taken 
by  surprise  when  in  the  mornings  my  wife  says  : 

"  Oh,  my  husband,  you  were  salmon  fishing  in  the 
night ! " 

Yes,  he  taught  me  to  tie  a  Jock  Scott,  and  that 
was  the  last  thing  I  learnt  from  him.  Would  that 
I  could  present  him  with  a  good  fat  living,  and 
better  health,  though  even  now  he  dares  to  wade 
where  I,  poor  angel,  fear  to  tread.  A  rheumatic 
conscience  turneth  away  wrath,  but  makes  many  a 
good  fish  a  great  deal  heavier  to  the  imagination 
than  perhaps  they  really  are. 

One  day  the  dear  old  magister  deserted  his  loving 
pupils  (I  was  no  longer  one  of  them)  about  .3  p.m., 
and  before  3.30  was  thigh  deep,  laying  on  an  Orange 
Woodcock,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Dotterel  and 
Yellow  cast  exactly  twenty  million  times  lighter 
than  he  applied  the  afore-mentioned  whole  cane,  in 
exactly  the  right  manner  and  place,  to  lots  of  good 
trout,  but  about  five  minutes  too  late,  alas  !  I  saw 
him  come,  rise  trout  every  cast,  from  the  way  he 
picked  his  line  off,  and  get  more  and  more  annoyed. 
He  was  three  hundred  yards  below  me,  and  I  went 
back,  out  of  his  way,  as  I  had  done  well  in  those 
good  hours  from  eleven  to  two,  and  noted  how 
capricious  they  had  become  before  his  arrival. 
However,  another  angler  chipped  in  just  below  him, 
and  up  he  came  to  find  me  sitting  on  the  bank  at 
the  top  of  my  poorfeeding  my  dog  with  the  fragments 
that  remained  of  my  lunch,  not  quite  able  to  take 
my  rod  to  pieces,  and  selfishly  unable,  though  I  had 
taken  my  fill,  to  leave  that  nice  brown  water. 
Poor  old  chap  !  he  was  very  sick,  knowing  he  ought 
to  be  with  his  lads  in  form,  instead  of  with  fish  out 
of  form,  as  he  found  them.  A  rod  above  and  a  rod 
below,  and  his  late  pupil  in  double  figures  of  pounds 
weight,  whilst  now  no  one  could  take  a  decent  fish. 
I  wish  I  met  him  on  the  river  now.  A  favourite 
anecdote  of  his  was  that  on  one  occasion  he  was 
marrying  a  couple,  and  being  in  a  hurry  to  get  away 
to  fish,  it  being  holiday  time,  did  not  pay  great  heed 
to  the  responses  in  the  "  Love,  honour,  and  obey  " 
part,  when  he  was  puUed  up  by  the  bridegroom 
twitching  his  surplice  and  saying  : 

"  Please,  sir,  she  isn't  saying  it." 

He  was  good  at  cricket,  tennis,  poultry,  shooting 
over  a  dog,  painting,  even  his  sermons  were  gor- 
geously painted,  but  short  withal,  and  as  a  self- 
taught  fly -dresser  as  good  as  I've  seen.  And  when 
he  was  a  bit  liverish  in  school,  there  were  some  long 
lines  thrown. 

My  old  friend  Alec  G.  peppered  him  one  day,  off 

*  "  Hair  Cast's  "  friend  must  have  been  most 
unfortunate.  I  have  met  a  great  number  of  angling 
parsons,  and  never  yet  a  "bad  'un." — Ed. 


hard  ground,  with  his  new  hammerless  gun,  the  first 
that  ever  came  into  our  locality,  and  the  same  gun 
had  only  a  week  before  that  put  a  pellet  or  two  into 
another  sporting  parson  off  a  rock.  An  old  farmer 
later  on  was  examining  Alec's  gun  with  curiosity, 
never  having  seen  a  hammerless  gun  before, 
and  wound  up  his  remarks  by  saying  :  v 

"  A  varra  handy  gun  ;  but  they  tell  me,  Mr.  G., 
that  these  sort  of  guns  have  a  ter'ble  knack  of 
shooting  parsons." 

Once  as  a  boy,  he  sent  me  to  a  certain  drawer  to 
get  something  or  other  for  him,  and  in  it  I  came 
across  a  little  pot  containing  a  salmon-pink  coloured 
paste.  It  was  too  dry  for  use  at  the  time,  but  made 
me  think  it  had  been  given  a  trial  some  time.  He 
was  too  good  an  angler  to  stoop  to  that  lure,  though, 
and  I  never  saw  him  at  work  in  a  worm  water. 

With  pleasure  do  I  look  upon  my  friendship  with 
another  sporting  parson,  one  of  seven  distinguished 
gardeners,  selected  by  the  adtvisers  of  our  late 
Queen,  who  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  M.V.H., 
and  a  handsome  gold  medal.  He  can  place  the 
Garden  Fly  for  trout— like  a  dimple  it  alights  in  the 
likely  place,  never  in  the  unlikely,  and  the  natural 
mmnow  without  shot  or  hindrance,  save  its  Ariel 
suit,  accounts  for  the  big  one  therej  and  that  par- 
ticular old  gent  yonder,  when  experience  and  nicety 
have  to  do  the  trick,  and  shadows  shadowed  is  the 
order  of  the  day. 

In  his  hall  is  the  "  last  state  "  of  a  grand  trout 
4|lb.,  captured  under  strange  conditions,  which  are 
best  told  by  the  catcher  himself  in  the  following 
verses  : 

In  Memoriam  Piam. 
The  Big  Beown  Teout  (4-|i,b.),  1882. 
In  tiny  rill,  out  on  the  moors. 

Where  grouse  fall,  in  vast  slaughters. 
Emerged  a  troutlet  from  his  egg. 
Into  the  world  of  waters. 

A  "  mother's  love  "  he  never  knew  ; 

His  sisters  and  his  brothers 
Were  many — but  he  could  not  tell 

Them,  from  a  thousand  others ! 

And  wlien  the  summer  sun  waxed  hot. 

And  rills  began  to  fail ; 
Upon  his  earliest  home  he  turned 

His  saucy  little  tail ! 

And  downward,  where  his  native  rUl 

Ban  to  the  rapid  brook. 
Though  awkward  for  a  fish  to  say — 

He  lived  "  on  his  own  hook  "  ! 

He  learnt  that  worms  come  down  in  floods. 

And  flies  the  surface  skim ; 
And  selflshly  he  thought  them  sent 

For  nobody  but  him ! 

He  saw  the  "smelt"  to  "blue-backs"  turn 

The  "blue-backs"  go  to  sea — 
But  still,  a  little  speckled  trout 

Seemed  all  that  he  could  be ! 

They  laughed  at  him  in  stream  and  "dub," 

And  said  he  was  a  fool ! 
And  only  fit  to  go  and  keep 

A  minnow  infant  school! 

His  ignorance  he  hid  beneath 

A  lofty  scorn  of  knowledge  ! 
He  said  he'd  rather  "pass"  a  weir 

Than  any  fishy  college  ! 

He  boasted  of  aquatic  sports — 

Nor  to  the  truth  did  keep ! 
Said  he  could  do  the  "ladder"  trick. 

And  take  the  "salmon  leap"  ! 

While,  gifted  with  a  sense  acute. 

And  keen,  observant  eye. 
He  learned  to  never  look  at  food 

When  fishermen  were  by  ! 

He  knew  the  worm  upon  a  line. 

The  fly  with  steely  tail. 
The  daring  minnow,  much  too  tame — 

The  live  baits'  deadly  mail ! 

Full  many  a  fellow  fish  he  saw 

Go  strangely  up  on  high. 
And  "  rise  "  as  fishes  never  do 

That  take  a  proper  fly. 
He  kept  liimself  select  below. 

Nor  ill  companions  sought. 
The  pike,  with  his  voracious  maw. 

Was  ne'er  long  out  of  thought. 
He  would  not  trust  the  chumming  chub. 

Nor  let  large  perch  make  free ; 
He  did  not  even  cultivate 

His  cousins  from  the  sea. 
Thus,  in  a  long  and  active  life 

Of  cautious  enterprise. 
He  grew  a  plump  and  handsome  trout 

01  an  unusual  size ! 
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A  deep  and  rocky  homo  had  he. 

Befitting  his  high  sphere  ! 
Remote  from  angler's  wily  cast. 

Or  poacher's  net  and  spear. 

There,  over  him  the  foaming  floods 

Thundered  in  cataract — 
He  called  his  place  "  Niagara  !  " 

(A  very  fishy  fact !) 

High  lived  he  there  till  one  dark  day — 

At  least,  black  day  for  him^ — • 
He  saw  a  small  disabled  fish 

Roll  blindly  down  his  swim. 

He  little  recked  an  angler  bold, 

Leaving  the  beaten  track, 
Had  flung  a  bait  in  the  boiling  foam, 

That  some  might  use  for  jack  ! 

And  as  he  felt  the  hooks  strike  deep. 

Thus  thought  the  captive  trout, 
Why  !  bless  my  fin !    I'm  taken  in — 

And  also — taken  out ! 

Would  that  I  could  again  see  him  on  the  ice  ! — a 
perfect  skater,  to  my  way  of  thinking  ;  but  I  fear 
old  Father  Time  has  been  staying  with  him  of  late 
years,  and  the  days  that  are  gone  do  not  recur  as 
one  would  wish,  alas  ! 

If  I  wanted  to  see  the  best  pointer  of  the  day,  a 
good,  young  horse,  gain  advice  in  matters  horticul- 
tural second  to  none,  and  receive  a  welcome  warmer 
than  warm,  I  should  hasten  to  him,  and  could  I 
choose  the  occupant  for  my  Sunday's  pulpit,  it 
would  be  he.  Generosity  and  sympathy  exude 
from  his  great  heart,  and  I've  seen  him  be  content 
with  killing  one  driven  grouse  out  of  a  pack,  because 
I  feel  sure  he  thought  it  was  enough.  I  once  on 
our  river  met  a  strange  angler — layman  this  time — 
tall  and  lank,  attired  in  old  tennis  shoes  and  girt 
with  a  linen  cloth,  thigh  deep  in  the  river,  armed 
with  the  butt  end  of  a  sahnon  rod,  one  foot  of  sash 
cord  for  line,  at  the  hook  end  of  which  splashed  a 
live  boy  doing  his  best  to  learn  to  swim.  That 
seven-year-old  would  have  agreed  better  with  the 
dyspeptic  whale  than  Jonah  did.  The  angler 
looking  in  the  water  when  he  had  landed  his  fish 
and  the  ripples  had  subsided,  saw  the  reflection  of 

Hair  Cast. 


A  EAEE  BIED  SHOT  IN 
BEEKSHIRE. 


Recently  a  well-known  resident  of  Hungerford, 
Berks,  had  his  attention  attracted  by  a  bird  of 
unusual  appearance  which  was  disporting  itself  on 
the  river  Kennet,  and  after  some  little  trouble  he 
succeeded  in  securing  it.  Mr.  Gundell  soon  found 
out  that  he  had  captured  an  exceptionally  fine 
specimen  of  that  very  rare  bird,  a  Great  Northern 
Diver,  called  in  ancient  British  as  Y  trochydd  Mawr. 
The  Rev.  F.  O.  Morris,  in  his  "  History  of  British 
Birds,"  describes  it  as  being  found  in  Russia, 
Iceland,  Spitzbergen,  Norway.  Sweden,  Lapland, 
Denmark,  Holland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  France, 
and  the  Faroe  Islands.  In  Italy  only  a  single 
specimen  has  been  seen.  It  is,  however,  more 
common  in  Labrador,  Greenland,  the  fur  countries, 
and  thence  on  to  the  United  States.  In  May, 
1828,  one  was  taken  in  Cornwall,  and  these  birds 
are  not  so  uncommon  on  the  Cornish  coaats  in 
winter.  Sometimes  they  are  met  with  in  Hamp- 
shire, but  their  plumage  is  immature.  In  January, 
1851,  one  was  found  in  the  New  Forest  near  Ford- 
ingbridge,  and  it  attacked  the  man  who  found  it  in 
a  fierce  manner.  A  specimen  was  secured  at 
Sheerness  in  1842,  others  near  Maidenhead  and 
Pangbourne  in  1794,  and  at  Newbury  in  1810. 
In  Scotland  the  Great  Northern  Diver  is  not  very 
infrequent  on  the  Banffshire  coast,  and  is  often 
seen  on  the  Firth  of  Forth  and  in  Caithness.  The 
sea  is  mainly  the  resort  of  these  species,  but  it  is 
occasionally  found  on  rivers,  and  breeds  on  the 
larger  ones  and  inland  lakes,  this  chiefly  within  the 
Polar  circle.  They  are  courageous  as  well  as 
powerful  birds,  and  the  blows  that  they  are  able  to 
give  are  formidable  from  their  size  and  strength. 
Their  absence  rather  than  their  presence  is  desired 
by  anglers,  as  these  birds  feed  largely  on  young 
fish,  especially  trout.  On  one  occasion  no  less 
than  fourteen  perch  were  found  in  the  throat  of  a 
specimen.  The  length  of  the  male  bird  reaches  up 
to  2ft.  9in.,  the  weight  14lb.,  while  the  wings 
extend  to  a  width  of  5ft.  or  more.  The  female 
bird  is  not  so  large  as  the  male.  Both  birds  take 
their  turn  in  sitting,  and  in  the  autumn  the  dark 
feathers  of  the  head  and  neck  are  more  or  leas 


replaced  by  white  ones,  and  the  back  becomes 
Mkewise  beautifully  spotted  by  the  feathers  being 
tipped  withi  white.  As  an  instance  of  the  great 
strength  of  these  birds,  Meyer  says  that  they  can 
swim  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to  eight  miles  an 
hour,  can  dive  with  ease  for  two  hundred  yards, 
and  can  remain  under  the  water  for  three  and  a 
half  minutes.  The  particular  specimen  which  we 
illustrate  has  been  stuffed  by  Mr.  Ralph  AUder, 
the  taxidermist,  of  Newbury. 


NOEWEGIAN  AND  AMEEICAN 
TEOUT  FLIES. 


Before  the  Misteraae  debouches  upon  the  Aasen 
Vand  it  deploys  into  line,  and,  breaking  up  among 
a  multitude  of  willow-clad  islets,  charges  into  the 
lake  in  five  columns  abreast.  Anywhere  in  the 
short  course  between  the  lake  above  and  the  Aasen 
Vand  one  may  hope  in  the  brief  fly-fishing  season 
for  a  two-pounder ;  And  even  if  one  be  not  fortunate 


enough  to  light  on  one,  the  average  of  the  trout 
basketed  may  be  safely  reckoned  (unless  the  water 
be  low)  at  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  But  there  is 
no  denying  that  the  mile  of  water  from  the  broad 
shallow,  where  the  evolution  of  deployment  begins, 
up  to  the  upper  lake  yields  the  best  chance  of  a 
really  big  fish.  If  one  wades,  one  may  begin  any- 
where along  the  horseshoe  lip  which  marks  the 
bottom  of  the  pool  from  which  the  diverging 
charmels  break.  The  pool  is,  perhaps,  armpit  deep 
in  the  middle,  shelving  towar(&  the  Up  to  a  short 
knee. 

Along  the  edges  trout  are  plentiful ;  in  the  deeper 
parts,  and  in  the  neck  of  the  stream  graylmg 
swarm,  occasionally  running  up  to  2^1b.  and  even 
3lb. ;  and  in  the  curly  little  eddies  alongside  the 
neck  of  the  stream,  some  300  paces  above  the  fall, 
one  may  look  for  the  chance  of  a  trout  that  is  a 
trout.  The  stream  is  a  racing  one,  ripping  jaggedly 
over  boulders  and  standing  up  in  humpy  pointed 
waves,  such  as  one  sees  at  the  mouth  of  Ports- 
mouth Harbour  when  wind  and  tide  meet. 

Ea^ly  in  July  some  years  back  it  was  my  fortune 
to  be  one  of  a  party  visiting  a  farmhouse  at  the 
lake-head,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  my  arrival  I 


strolled  out  in  tennis-shoes  with  a  little  Oft.  Gin. 
split  cane,  having  attached  to  my  reel  line  a 
tapered  whole  gut  cast,  with  a  light  March  Brown 
on  a  No.  3  hook  as  tail  fly,  and  as  dropper  a  Red 
Spiimer  on  a  No.  1  hook.  Little  had  been  stirring 
as  I  came  along,  and  I  had  not  been  fishing  closely, 
preferring  to  prospect  with  a  view  to  putting  in  a, 
full  day's  work  on  the  morrow.  So  it  fell  that  I  had 
only  a  brace  in  my  basket  when  I  reached  the  bottom 
of  the  stream  described  above.  I  laid  my  flies 
across  a  likely-looking  rock,  and  almost  as  they  lit 
I  found  my  little  rod  arching  to  the  desperate 
struggles  of  a  handsome  pounder.  It  was  a 
hundred  yards  lower  down  that  I  landed  him,  sur- 
prised to  find  what  a  small  fish  liad  put  up  such  a 
fight.  Fishing  up  again  to  the  same  spot  I  took  a 
brace  of  grayling,  and  from  behind  the  same  rock 
another  trout  almost  the  fellow  of  the  first.  Then 
I  began  stepping  from  rock  to  rook  along  the  side 
of  the  neck,  casting  up  into  the  eddies  with  my 
right  hand,  while  with  my  left  I  kept  my  balance 
by  the  aid  of  the  stone  wall  which  at  this  point 
marked  the  edge  of  the  road  that  ran  alongside. 


I  extracted  one  or  two  nice  trout,  and  then  came 
to  the  point  where  the  stream  for  a  few  yards 
actually  lapped  the  wall  and  forbade  further 
clambering  at  the  water  level.  A  few  yards  up  a 
small  rock  or  slab,  about  a  foot  square,  stood  in 
the  edge  of  the  current  some  six  inches  from  the 
wall,  and  a  trickle  of  water  ran  through  the  gap. 
Instinctively  I  di-opped  my  March  Bro-mi  in 
the  neck  of  the  gap.  There  was  a  lunge 
under  water — for  a  tithe  of  a  second  my  rod 
arched,  then  it  was  torn  down  almost  level  with 
the  surface,  the  reel  screamed,  and  in  the  very 
neck  of  the  stream  at  its  most  violent  a  terrific 
trout  leapt  twice  a  yard  from  the  water.  For  a 
moment  I  could  hardly  believe  that  it  was  to  that 
great  fish  that  I  was  attached,  but  a  few  moments- 
play  left  me  in  no  doubt  of  it.  Again  and  again 
he  leapt.  Above  the  roar  of  the  water  I  heard 
cries  of  "  Stor  fisk !  '■  from  the  road,  and  looking  up 
I  saw  that  already,  out  of  nowhere,  as  it  were,  a 
small  crowd  of  Norwegians  had  descended  upon  me 
and  were  watching  the  contest  in  tense  excitement. 
Again  and  again  the  fish  plunged  in  among  rock.'^, 
and  I  could  feel  him  jiggering  as  he  rubbed  his 
jaw  against  them  to  extract  the  hook.    Again  and 
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again  I  butted  him  down,  jarring  the  butt  with  the 
heel  of  my  hand  to  stir  him  into  movement.  How 
time  went  by  I  have  not  a  notion,  but  at  length  foot 
by  foot  with  many  runs  and  interludes  I  had  brought 
him  down  to  the  lip  of  the  pool,  and  still  his  strength 
seemed  utterly  unabated.    I  knew  I  could  bring  him 
down  the  channel  which  was  my  side  of  the  river,  but 
below  was  a  racing  series  of  streams  for  nearly  half  a 
mile,  and  no  possible  landing-place,  even  if  I  could 
have  got  by  the  hedge,  which  two  hundred  yards 
below  ran  down  to  the  water's  edge.    Stepping  into 
the  water  there  would  not  help  me — the  depth  was 
uncertain  and  the  bottom  mud,  from  which  dense 
weeds  trailed  upstream  in  the  back  eddy.    I  made 
up  my  mind  to  run  the  fish  down  no  further,  but 
to  fight  it  out  here.    The  crowd  of  Norwegians  had 
followed  me  into  the  meadow,  and  one  had  relieved 
me  of  my  long-handled  landing-net.    Presently  my 
fish  began  to  weaken.     Once  he  showed  a  broad 
ruddy  and  golden   broadside.     I   drew  him  in 
cautiously,  keeping  a  firm,  continuous  strain,  but 
yielding  to  him  when  resistance  became  active.  As 
he  approached  the  bank  my  too  eager  Norwegian 
friend  let  him  see  the  net  outstretched  to  receive 
him.    At  once  he  flashed  into  violent  resistance, 
and  tearing  out  line,  rushed  for  the  centre  chaimeh 
At  all  costs  he  had  to  be  stopped.  Up  went  my  rod. 
Alas !  the  hold  was  not  good  enough  ;  my  rod  went 
straight,  and  my  March  Brown  came  back  to  me 
lonesome.  ^  Looking  at  my  watch  I  found  I  was 
already  late  for  the  rendezvous  for  afternoon  tea, 
so  I  reeled  up  and  went  in,  leaving  my  Norwegian 
friends  in  consultation  over  my  lost  5-pounder. 
That  evening  I  strolled  with  my  friends  along  the 
road  to  point  out  the  scene  of  my  disaster,  and 
when  we  reached  the  pool  we  found  no  less  than 
thirty  Norwegian  fly-fishermen  industriously  raking 
it  from  end  to  end,  each  with  an  18ft.  cane,  with  a 
line  some  half  as  long  again,  and  a  trio  or  quartette 
of  enormous  flies.    On  both  sides,  along  the  neck 
of  the  stream  and  all  round  the  edge  of  the  pool, 
they  stood  knee   deep,   scarcely   shifting  their 
position  a  dozen  yards  in  half-an-hour. 

Every  night  for  the  ensuing  .week  the  same 
crowd,  diminishing  gradually  with  failing  hope,  was 
out  in  search  of  the  "  Stor  fisk,"  and  for  that  week 
my  party  had  to  take  its  evening  rise  on  the  lake. 
In  the  fortnight  we  were  there  none  of  my  party 
had  hold  of  such  a  fish  again,  though  we  landed 
several  31b.  trout,  to  say  nothing  of  grayling,  but 
neither  did  the  Norwegians.  They  landed  a  few  fish 
of  a  pound  and  under,  and  I  think  it  very  probable 
that  had  there  been  rain  enough  to  produce  a 
push  of  water  they  might  have  got  some  big  ones. 
But  in  the  falling  water  which  prevailed  they  did 
little  good.  It  struck  me,  d  propos  'of  "Val  Con- 
son's  "  paper  on  "American  Trout  Flies,"  that  the 
flies  used  by  these  Norwegian  anglers  were  in  size 
and  in  tying  and  patterns  very  much  like  some  of 
the  American  patterns  illustrated  in  Mrs.  Marbury's 
book,  in  some  cases  identical ;  and  that  as  regards 
flies  the  education  of  American  trout  is  perhaps 
very  much  on  a  par  with  that  of  these  Norwegian 
fish,  which  in  a  full  water  will  take  these  mon- 
strosities recklessly,  and  that  yet  it  might  well  be 
that,  for  low  or  falling  waters,  small  flies  resem- 
bling natural  flies  might  pay  American  anglers 
much  better  than  they  are  aware,  besides  giving 
them  an  added  artistic  pleasure  in  their  sport. 

Stroke. 


AN  AMATEUE  FISHERMAN. 


John  Piper  had  been  selling  goods  in  northern 
New  York  for  twenty  years  or  more,  and  during  all 
that  time  the  "  old  man  Brown  "  had  never  taken 
a  day  off  for  a  vacation  of  any  kind. 

One  day  he  said  to  him,  for  about  the  twentieth 
time, 

"  Brown,  I  want  you  to  go  fishing  with  me." 

"  Veil,  I  know  noting  about  dot  feeching  und  I 
have  no  time  to  spare  avay  from  my  beesness," 
replied  the  old  man  promptly. 

"  Yes,  I  know  all  about  business.  Have  been 
hammering  away  at  it  ever  since  I  was  born.  But 
we'll  be  dead  one  of  these  days,  and  the  chances 
are  it  will  be  too  hot  to  fish  after  that.  Besides, 
Brown,  I  don't  believe  that  you  were  ever  out  in  a 
row-boat ;  there's  some  fun  in  that." 

"  Kow-boat,  veil,  mebbe  not,  but  I  was  out  by 
dot  sea'und  dot  vas  row-boat  enough  for  me,  und 
don't  you  forget  it," 


"i'Now,'Brown,'we'have'talked^this'matter  over 
a  good  many  times,  and  this  is  the  time  I  am  going 
to  have  my  way  about  it.  I've  got  a  steamer  trunk 
here,  and  it's  well  filled  with  every  kind  of  fishing 

tackle  you  ever  heard  of,  reels  and  rods  and  " 

"  Veil,  veil,  dot's  all  right,  but  you  see  I  can't  go 
und  leave  der  beesness,  dere's  dot  bread  und  der 
cakes  und  der  biscuit  to  go  out  und  I  can't  go  this 
time.  'Tvould  never  do  to  leave  der  boys  to  do  all 
this  work  midout  me.  They  couldn't  start  dose 
vagons  in  time  midout  me." 

"  Well,  suppose  the  wagons  didn't  start  on 
schedule  time.  You  are  about  seventy  years  old, 
and  you've  got  money  enough  to  tide  you  over  if 
you  never  send  out  another  wagon  in  your  life." 

The  old  man's  eyes  twinkled  as  he  nodded  his 
head  complacently. 

"  VeU,  I  guess  dot's  so,  Meester  Piper,  und  I  vill 
take  some  beer  und  some  schnapps  und  ve  vill  have 
vot  you  fellows  call  vun  lark." 

"  All  right,  Brown,  shake,  but  suppose  you  don't 
take  the  beer  and  schnapps,  there's  plenty  of 
everything  at  the  harbour." 

The  following  day  foxmd  them  both  at  Sackett's 
Harbour.  More  than  a  dozen  men  shook  hands 
with  Brown,  and  said  they  were  glad  to  see  him  out. 

"  Quveer  how  the  folks  all  know  me.  I  don't 
know  nobody,"  he  said  reflectively. 

After  they  boarded  the  boat,  and  while  they  were 
getting,  the  tackle  in  shape,  Mr.  Piper  said  : 

"  Now,  Mr.  Brown,  when  you  get  a  fish  on  your 
hook,  keep  your  line  taut.  Don't  give  the  fish  any 
slack,  or  he'll  get  away  from  you." 

Everybody  was  very  quiet  for  a  few  minutes, 
when  Brown  had  a  strike,  and  a  beautiful  black 
bass  jumped  out  of  the  water  forty  feet  away. 
Very  much  excited.  Brown  started  to  reel  the  fish 
in,  when  the  handle  of  the  reel  slipped  from  his 
fingers  and  the  fish  pulled  out  twenty  feet  more  of 
the  line. 

"  Veil,  veil,  veil,  dot  beats  me.  We  don't  have 
no  feech  dot  shump  dot  way  in  Germany.  Dot 
black  bass  he  must  be  a  Yankee  feech." 

By  this  time  he  had  the  reel  under  control,  when 
the  bass  made  another  leap  out  of  the  water. 

"  VeU,  I  think  if  you  got  dot  boat  close  to  dot 
feech  he  vill  jump  into  der  boat." 

Alas  for  human  hope  !  Another  leap  of  the  fish 
tore  it  from  the  hook,  and  the  line  was  reeled  in  with 
nothing  at  the  end  but  an  empty  hook  and  sinker. 

"Veil,  veil,  veil,  veil,  how  do  you  suppose  dot 
feech  got  away  ?  I  keep  him  cooming  right  along 
pretty  quvick,  und  now  he's  gone.  VeU,  veil,  when 
you  think  I  got  anoder  von  like  dot  ?  Veil  you 
have  vun  on  your  line,  too.  Huh  !  und  dere  he 
cooms  out  of  der  water.  See  how  dot  pole  bends 
I  think  dot  feech'U  break  dot  pole  Huh  !  und 
dere  he  shumps  again,  und  now  he's  by  the  boat." 

Sure  enough,  the  oarsman  had  the  landing-net 
under  the  fish,  which  soon  laid  in  the  fish-box,  his 
struggles  about  over. 

"  VeU,  I  think  I  like  this  feeching  pretty  good  ven 
you've  caught  'em,  but  dose  feech  don't  seem  to 
bite  me.  I  don't  see  vy  I  don't  get  some  feech 
myself."  At  that  instant  a  fish  took  his  hook,  and 
the  fun  began  again. 

"  Veil,  I  bet  dot  fellow  don't  get  avay  this  time," 
and  he  began  to  turn  the  handle  of  the  reel  as  fast 
as  possible. 

"  Hold  on,  there.  Brown,  don't  reel  so  fast — give 
him  a  little  more  time  or  you  will  lose  him." 

"  Veil,  how  is  dot  ?  You  say,  reel  him  in. 
Don't  give  him  some  slack.  Keep  your  line  taut, 
but  don't  reel  so  fast.  Dot's  a  good  deal  for  a  man 
to  think  of  at  one  time  with  a  feech  shumping  at 
der  oder  end  of  der  line.  Good  gracious  !  he's  a 
big  one.    See  him  shump  !  " 

As  he  spoke  a  four-pound  bass  leaped  from  the 
water,  showing  his  entire  size.  Fortune  this  time 
favoured  the  amateur,  and  the  fish  was  landed 
without  further  trouble. 

"  Veil,  veU,  veU,  I  think  dot  feech  is  more  again 
as  big  as  yours,"  and  Brown  looked  complacently 
at  his  catch,  but  while  he  is  gazing  another  adven- 
ture was  going  on  which  had  not  yet  caught  the 
German's  eye.  Happening  to  look  up  he  saw  that 
Mr.  Piper  had  another  fish  in  tow. 

"  Veil,  I  don't  think  dot's  fair;  You  got  dot 
feech  on  your  hook  and  say  noting  to  me.  How  you 
expect  I'm  going  to  see  the  fun  und  learn  der  bees- 
ness if  you  keep  aU  dese  things  to  yourself  ?  " 

In  the  meantime  the  oarsman  had  thrown  Brown's 
line'in  the  water,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  expostula- 
tions another  fish  seized  his  hook  and  away  he  flew 


at  a  tremendous  speed  through  the  water.  Brown 
had  not  had  time  to  get  the  rod  in  his  hand,  and 
away  went  the  reel  spinning  at  a  furious  rate. 

"  Good  gracious  !  dot  beats  me  ;  I  vunder  if 
that's  a  feech  or  if  dot  vas  a  horse."  And  do\vn 
came  his  hand  on  the  reel  so  suddenly  that  it  brought 
the  fish  up  with  a  sharp  turn,  and  it  was  a  beauty. 
Brown,  in  his  excitement,  grasped  the  reel  so  hard 
that  it  had  become  unseated  from  the  rod,  and  here 
he  was  with  a  monster  fish  and  no  appliances  for 
handling  him. 

"  Veil,  veil,  veU,  I  think  dese  feeching  tackles  is 
no  good,"  as,  with  the  reel  grasped  in  both  hands, 
he  was  holding  it  out  at  arm's  length  with  the  line 
stiU  running;    Mr.  Piper  was  so  fully  occupied  with  ^ 
his  own  Une  that  he  could  not  give  his  companion  j 
the  assistance  the  situation  demanded,  but  finally,  [■ 
having  landed  his  fish,  he  gave  his  attention  to  • 
Brown,  and  Brown  was  a  picture  beyond  description. 
Leaning  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  with  arms  ex- 
tended  as  far  as  he  could  reach,  holding  on  to  the  ■.' 
reel  for  dear  Ufe  with  both  hands  and  a  hundred 
feet  of  line  out,  the  situation  was  to  the  novice  ' 
desperate  to  the  last  degree.  i 

Mr.  Piper  finally  succeeded  in  getting  Brown  | 
straightened  in  his  seat,  which  was  fortunate,  as 
the  equilibrium  of  the  boat  was  very  much  en-  J 
dangered  by  his  position.    After  replacing  the  reel 
on  the  rod  he  passed  it  again  into  Brown's  hand.  ■ 

"  VeU,  dot's  aU  right.    Now,  how  you  wind  him,  | 
fast  or  slow  ?  "    And  he  began  to  slowly  reel  the  j 
line  in.    The  fish  had  had  his  play  spell  and  came 
along  a  distance  of  fifty  feet  with  such  rapidity  that 
Brown  had  trouble  in  reeling  his  line  as  fast  as  the  '. 
fish  came  in  his  direction.    Tlie  fish,  however,  after 
covering  this  distance,  changed  his  course,  and 
trouble  began   again  immediately.    Mr.   Brown,  ' 
having  full  confidence  in  his  apparatus,  lost  his 
grip  on  both  rod  and  reel  when  the  fish  made  the  ; 
turn,  and  had  it  not  been  for  a  quick  movement  of  j 
the  oarsman,  both  rod  and  reel  would  have  gone  to  1 
the  bottom.  ». 

"  By  gracious  !  dot  feech  was  quvick,  and  I  think 
dot  man  Dave  vas  about  as  lifely,"  and  he  took  the  .; 
reel  from  Dave's  hands.  "  Und  dot's  vat  you  call  ' 
experience,  und  I  have  got  dot,  but  I  don't  got  der 
feech.  VeU,  here  ve  go  again.''  And  he  began  to  ' 
turn  the  reel,  a  dozen  turns  or  more,  with  nothing  > 
but  slack  line  to  show  that  the  fish  was  lost.  j 

"  How's  dot  ?    I  don't  feel  him  some  more,"  and  ? 
he  continued  to  wind  with  a  pained  expression  on  1 
his  face  which  exhibited  no  concern  over  bread,  or  ' 
cakes,  or  biscuits.  He  finally  came  to  the  end  of  the 
line,  and  as  he  looked  at  the  bare  hook  he  tm'ned 
despondently  to  his  companion  and  said :   "  You 
think  dot  feech  bites  again,  huh  ?    I  think  dot  feech 
must  be  pretty  sore,  and  I  don't  feel  I  was  much 
Success  for  a  fisherman  yet." 

"  WeU,  never  mind.  Brown,  that's  part  of  a 
fisherman's  luck,  and  aU  there  is  to  do  is  to  try 
again." 

"  Oh,  yes,  dot's  all  right.  Dot's  good  advices, 
but  it  don't  caught  der  feech  dot  vas  lost."  After  a 
few  minutes  of  silence,  he  continued :  "  VeU,  how 
long  you  stay  here  ?  I  thought  I  would  go  back 
to-night,  but  if  you  think  you  vill  stay  I  vill  stay, 
too,  and  ve'U  try  them  anoder  day." 

"  Brown,  I  beUeve  you  are  getting  sporty." 

"  I  think  dot's  so,  but  you  know  I  must  make  up 
for  lost  time.  Meester  Piper,  van  you  coom  this 
way  again  you  buy  for  me  some  of  dose  feeching 
tackles,  und  I  viU  try  und  make  up  some  more  of 
dose  lost  times.  Veil,  veil,  veU,  how  you  suppose 
I  forgot  my  beer,  I  got  no  beer  since  last  night." — 
Florence  L.  Weight,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


James  Davis,  a  bridge  workman,  has  discovered 
valuable  pearls  in  the  Virdigris  river,  near  Mus- 
cogee, Ind.  Ter.,  which  started  a  pearl  hunting 
craze.  He  was  looking  for  mussels  recently,  and 
on  opening  a  large  shell  discovered  three  pearls. 
One  was  a  large  pink  specimen  and  valuable.  The 
other  two  are  not  so  well  formed  and  off  colour. 
Davis  brought  the  pearls  to  Muscogee,  and  a  jeweller 
gave  him  $25  for  the  large  pearl  and  half  tliat 
amount  for  the  two  small  ones.  These  are  not  the 
first  pearls  that  have  been  found  in  the  Virdigris. 
Some  supposed  fishermen  spent  half  their  time  last 
summer  in  looking  for  pearls.  They  never  told 
what  they  found,  but  it  is  known  that  after  they 
left  the  country  they  showed  some  valuable  fresh- 
water pearls,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  found 
them  there.  A  ranchman  who  lives  near  the  river 
found  a  pearl  in  the  Virdigris,  and  was  offered  $175 
or  it. 


January  7,  1905  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  11 


"A  NEW  STUNT." 

(Fi-om  the  New  York  Field  and  Stream.) 


Billy:  "Say,  Fatty,  just  stand  still  a  minute  an'  I'll  show  youse  a  new  stunt. 


Foist  youse  goes  bound  in  a  circle  about  six  times,  and- 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


HuLLY  Gee,  I  foegot  that  I  just  shabpened  me  skates." 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
good  condition.  The  rain  which  fell  on  Wednesday 
put  a  httle  necessary  colour  into  the  upper  reaches, 
which  were  clearing  rapidly,  and,  in  fact,  getting 
almost  too  bright ;  but  the  lower  parts  of  the  river 
have  plenty  of  colour  at  present.  Roach  fishing  has 
been  good,  and  since  the  frost  has  gone  for  the 
moment  some  good  takes  of  these  fish  have  been 
made.  The  tidal  waters  have  also  fished  well,  but, 
as  a  rule,  the  size  of  the  fish  has  been  small.  At 
Datchet,  on  Monday,  with  my  friend  Mr.  Gaskell, 
of  Hampton  Wick,  I  had  a  chilly  time  of  it,  fishing 
in  a  snowstorm  which  lasted  all  the  day.  Tn  the 
morning  we  could  not  get  even  a  bite,  but  after 
twelve  o'clock  the  fish  fed  furiously,  resulting  in  a 
take  of  four  dozen  roach  and  three  chub.  Con- 
siderable interest  attaches  in  Conservancy  circles  to 
the  choice  of  a  chairman  in  succession  to  Sir 
Frederick  Dixon-Hart'and,  M.P.,  which  is  to  be 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  Monday  next. 
— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  has  been  in  very 
fair  condition  during  the  past  week  with  a  nice 
stream  running,  but  sport,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the 
very  changeable  weather,  has  been  quiet.  Here 
and  there  a  jack  has  been  caught,  but  roach  have 
been  quite  off  the  feed.  Mr.  Phillips,  fishing  with 
G.  Smith,  has  taken  eleven  chub,  the  best  fi.sh  of 
which  weighed  about  41b.  I  send  you  an  account 
of  a  prosecution  for  taking  clay  from  the  river's 
bank.  [This  appears  on  page  16.] — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Pike  have  been 
feeding  well  the  last  week,  twenty  to  twenty-five 
having  been  taken  from  the  weir  up  to  T^Ib.,  Mr. 
Willing  being  the  most  successful  angler.  I  have 
not  heard  anything  of  the  221b.  pike  reported  as 
taken  here.  Out  one  day  with  Mr.  G.  Chapman 
and  Mr.  Adams,  I  got  sixteen  perch  and  a  few  dace. 
One  day  Mr.  Lucas  had  eleven  perch,  four  jack, 
largest  441b.  In  half  a  day  Mr.  Clements  had  two 
jack,  six  perch,  one  chub,  21b.  Sydney  McBride 
has  been  getting  some  good  dace. — Walter 
McBeide,  Professional. 

Bottishaxn  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  sudden 
changes  in  the  atmosphere  during  the  week  have 
only  produced  three  days'  fishing,  when  the  roach 
have  been,  except  bait  size,  completely  off  the  feed. 
Those  who  have  looked  after  the  pike  have  been 
more  fortunate,  bags  showing  three  to  five  fish  up 
to  4lb.  each,  lower  down  stream.  At  the  locks, 
numerous  smaller  ones  have  been  had  up  to  31b. 
each,  just  at  this  spot  there  are  plenty  of  them.  All 
free  water  ;  boats  on  the  spot  if  required,  also  live 
baits.  Condition  of  water,  good. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Eze  and  Canal  fExeter). — Some  good  catches 
have  been  made  since  last  report.  In  the  main 
river,  both  near  and  outside  the  city,  some  pike, 
perch,  and  roach  have  been  caught,  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  Exeter  Canal,  best  sport 
having  been  obtained  at  Limekilns,  Topsham,  and 
near  Turf.  Messrs.  Roberts,  Shapley,  and  Grafs 
(two)  visited  the  Great  Western  Canal  on  Dec.  27, 
the  first-named  securing  three  pike  near  Burles- 
combe.  An  angler  from  Taunton  was  also  more 
fortunate,  having  upon  our  friends'  arrival  already 
caught  a  fine  pike  of  16lb.  Pollack  have  been 
taken  in  large  niimbers  at  Exmouth  Pier  and  dock, 
one  of  the  best  catches  being  seventy-five  early  one 
morning  by  Mr.  R.  Mostyn,  one  fish  going  over 
l|lb.;  the  others  doing  well  were  Messrs.  White, 
Popkin,  Duchcherer,  Perry,  and  Pollard. — Red 
Palmer. 

Laa  and  Tribntaries. — Running  very  clear  again, 
the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  have  not  provided  much 
in  the  way  of  sport  during  the  past  week,  but  as 
rain  was  falling  on  Dec.  29,  it  is  hoped  the  river  will 
be  found  more  coloiired  for  week-end  operations. 
Several  trout  have  been  'caught  lately  by  a  bottom 
angler  at  Hertford,  and  have  of  course  been  given 
their  liberty  again.  A  few  roach  and  pike  have  been 
taken  here  and  at  other  stations.  Early  in  the  week 
a  sharp  frost  and  a  bitterly  cold  wind  put  the  fish 
off  feed.  In  the  Enfield  Lock  waters  last  week  a 
nice  pike  of  llilb.  was  captured  by  Mr.  G.  Dennis. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is'in  splendid 
condition  for  pike  fishing.  There  have  also  been 
some  very  good  catches  of  roach.  Mr.  A.  H.  Ding- 
worth,  of  London,  in  two  visits,  caught  nine  pike, 
weighing  521b.,  all  in  good  order,  the  largest  weighing 
101b.   There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport.  Boats, 
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GUILLAUME,  Ltd., 

Fish  Hook,  Fishing:  Rod,  and  Tackle  iVIanufacturers, 
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'VARSITY  WORKS  ( 


precedently  of 
British  Mills 


),  REDDITCH, 


THE  BEST  LINE 
IN  THE 
MARKET. 
GIVE  IT  A 
TRIAL. 

FOR  ALL 
KINDS  OF 

BOTTOM 
FISHING  OR 
SPINNING. 

Can  be  had 
from  all 
FishingTaekle 
Dealers. 


Telephone  :  No.  3G. 


%■  ^ 


PRICE  LIST  (Trade  only)  will  be  ready  February  1. 


Telegraph  and  Cable  Address  :  % 
"GUILLAUME,  EEDDITCH." 

ENQUIRIES  SOLICITED. 


Cr.LT?  R. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRSTGLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Ghi'eat  Britain. 
rren  Gold  sua.€L  Px>izei  Medals  Awarded. 

Telegrams— "  MALLOGH,  PERTH."        Telephone-No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

AppIy^DONALD  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


CBAYLINC  FISHING. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Pebdbbic  Hughes,  Architect.Worcester. 


G- xs  zo*  Txr  X.  E  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
Tiie  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEESGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


PROUrS  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOT,<:, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Supplied  to  the  Troops  in  S.  Africti. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  188.S. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  Ac. 
Sample  per  post       3d.p  6d.*  !/>  1/6  pes  box. 
2  stampg.    PBOTTT,  36,  Beak  St.,  London,  W. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist, 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W 


Note  Address— 

FORD,  GAISTOR 


SPECIAL  LINES 

IN  COARSE  FISH. 


 Sojsy 

14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool  ' 

(The  original  tyers  of  Floating-  Flies). 

Win.'''' BecntV'™Lv°a^^^  Holland's.  Floating  Flies  ar.  .till  sivin,^  satisfaction, 

exnerienfe  We  1  now  wL??.?,  ""^^JV"""  ''"'^'^t'O"  "f  a  Fly  Fisherman  witli  over  30  years' 
txpericnce     we  Know  wiiat  class  of  Flies  you  want.    Try  them  '    The  Halfnrd  SpHpq  nf  Flioc 

every  tSnie.    TheJ  ar^^^nh  a  tS."  °'  °"  ''''  ^'^^  ^'^"^  "^'^ 

SPECIAL  FLY  FISHING  CASTS  AND  POINTS.  GUT  A  SPECIALITY. 

app«intment''''^Inrte,',?  m^Z^  ^K''  °"  application.  Avoid  dis- 
HaSs  of  all  stlde,  oTiv^.,  ff''■^/^'*"^l"*'''■,.®,<^''''='^'^^'  Hackles  on  Skins  or  Loose.  Dyed 
SMfklwlxlaU^tveVlreasXw'elfc^  ^^'^-'or.  Peacock  Quills,  etc.  HoJks, 
 '^"^  l-'st  and  Catalogue  on  application.      Include  postage. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Ova,  Pry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds. 

RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 
For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply: 
Theo.  p.  Teacy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton 
Devon. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Kickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headyuarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Ovpr  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year.— For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— ^TB.  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  Bart. 

Reduced  Farea  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CKTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAi',  ESQ.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  the 
Broad  Street  Restaurant,  B.C.  (entrance,  Worm- 
wood Street).  Among  other  privileges,  members 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the 
Society's  extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close 
to  Wraysbury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of 
Hon.  Secretai'y. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Preside?!*— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  capital  Fishery  on  the  Rennet,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  SECRETARY. 
Subscription  payable  Jrom  January  1. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading'. 

TROUT  for  Rivers  and  Streams. 
TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 
TROUT  for  Stocking  Ponds. 

Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manager. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 

H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/6  ;  50  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  2-2  lbs.,  1/9.— 155,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham. 


From  the  Great  Mora  Sea  FlsMng  Port 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWESTOFT. 

A.  HORREX,  Pis'"  Merchant, 
177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Fish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  '2s.  6d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  half 
dry  required. 

*f*  The  Editor  of  the  "Pishing  Gazette"  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Horrex's  Pish  will  be  dis- 
appointed. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-priut  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "  THE  Pub- 
lishers' CiRCnLAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
DuDstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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>aits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  I.  Rolph,  Ram 
lotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

iMXigg  and  Arro  w  (Iieoxninster). — Both  streams 
ire  now  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the 
^ayling  have  been  more  inclined  to  sport  at  mid- 
lay. — G  WYNNE. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Angling  conditions  are 
;his  week  improved,  and  there  has  been  a  fair 
imount  of  sport.  A  fine  pike  weighing  91b.  lOoz. 
vas  captured  near  the  boat-yard  at  Peterborough 
Bridge,  by  Mr.  J.  Baker;  and  Mr.  T.  Milford 
laught  at  Nab's  Staunch  five  fine  chub,  three  of 
hem  scaling  41b.  Ifoz.,  41b.  loz.,  and  41b.  foz.  re- 
;pectively.  Mr.  T.  Green,  Peterborough,  fisliing  at 
bundle,  secured  a  very  nice  pike  weighing  nearly 
[21b.— E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  in  splendid  all- 
•ound  condition.  Roach  feeding  ravenously.  The 
ate  gales  have  put  a  big  stream  on,  thus  removing  a 
ot  of  the  dead  reeds,  and  here  the  jack  have  been 
liding,  so  we  shaU  get  a  better  chance  at  them  now. 

— SCAED. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  remains  in 
air  condition  only.  •  Fish  are  feeding  very  slowly. 
STothing  sensational  to  record  during  the  week. 
3est  pike  I  have  heard  of  was  taken  in  Houghton 
iVale,  and  scaled  91b. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
lech). — The  past  week,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
avourable  for  angling,  the  atmosphere  being  very 
nild,  and  several  showers  of  rain  have  con- 
liderably  freshened  up  the  water  in  all  these 
•ivers,  which  are  at  present  in  very  good  con- 
iition.  The  best  sport  is  being  had  with  pike  and 
soarse  fish,  and  of  which  many  have  been  taken, 
)ut  none  of  the  pike  run  to  a  large  size,  and  of 
;oarse  fish  more  chub  have  been  taken  than  of  any 
)ther  kind.  The  state  of  the  weather  is  the  excuse 
)f  anglers  not  being  able  to  capture  so  many  grayling 
IS  were  taken  before  Christmas,  but  there  is  no 
scarcity  of  these  fish  in  the  Vyrnwy  or  Tanat  in  the 
leighbourhood  of  Llanymynech. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester  Canal.— 

Frost,  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  fogr,  with  an  occasional 
;limpse  of  sunshine,  is  the  meteorological  record  for 
;he  week.  A  few  anglers  have  braved  the  elements, 
3Ut  fish  seem  entirely  off  feed,  and  results  have  been 
Host  unsatisfactory.  At  Chichester  Canal — venue, 
;he  basin — a  few  days  since  there  was  the  usual  row 
jf  so-called  pike  tackle  with  live  gorge,  left  un- 
ittended  for  the  fish  to  hook  themselves.  A  sports- 
nan  who  was  spinning  saw  a  run  on  one  of  the 
ines  struck,  and  lost  the  fish,  receiving  the 
alessingsof  the  man  of  many  lines.  Gorge  live  bait 
ishing  should  be  tabooed,  and  one  rod,  one  line  only 
illowed.  Fish  of  lib.  are  often  killed  on  the  gorge 
iackle,  and  one  of  the  best  pike  waters  in  the  south 
.8  being  decimated. — George  F.  Saltkb. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
run  into  capital  order  for  angling,  and  the  fish  have 
been  moving  at  middle  day  at  fly,  maggot,  and 
grasshopper.  Pike  are  now  moving  at  live  bait, 
ind  a  few  fish  taken.  Roach,  dace,  perch,  and 
3hub  have  been  also  taken.  Fishing  for  pike  with 
gudgeon,  under  Whitcliffe,  Mr.  Husk  landed  a 
nice  fish  of  121b.  With  grasshopper  on  Dec.  31 
some  nice  sized  grayling  were  landed.  On  J  an.  3 
with  the  Red  Tag  and  Willow  six  grayling  were 
landed  below  the  town. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenhury). — The  water  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  low,  and  in  order  for  gray- 
ling fishing.  Sport  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few 
nice  fish  have  been  landed. — -Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Spence 
Bshed  one  day  and  caught  seven  pike,  spinning,  and 
Mr.  Edwards  one  day  and  landed  five  pike,  the 
largest  TJlb. — Wm.  Vickzby. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  the  holidays  there  has  been 
very  few  typical  grayling  fishing  days,  therefore 
very  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  main  rivers.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale  the  weather 
has  been  very  windy  during  the  last  few  days.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  in  sheltered  places 
have  had  very  fair  sport.  In  the  district  of  Wensley, 
Cover  Bridge  and  Thornton  Steward  some  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with  ;  the  best  basket  during  the  week 
was  one  caught  on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  Mr.  H.  Caley,  his 
catch  being  seventeen  nice  fish ;  he  got  twelve  of 
them  in  less  than  half-an-hour.  Very  little  has 
been  done  at  Masham  and  Clifton.  In  the  districts 
of  Tanfield,  Ripon,  and  Hewick,  a  few  anglers  out, 
but  owing  to  high  winds  sport  has  been  only 
moderate.  The  Wharfe  has  not  been  in  the  best  of 
trim  owing  to  winds  being  high.  Very  few  rods 
out  on  the  upper  reaches,  a  fair  number  of  rods  out 
at  Weeton,  Harewood,  and  CoUingham  Bridge 
port  ruling  poor.  In  the  districts  of  Tadcaster 
and  UUeskelf  a  few  roach  and  dace  anglers  out. 


sport  being  fair.  There  has  been  some  very  fair 
samples  of  roach  caught,  several  weighing  lib. 
each.  The  Nidd  has  been  poorly  patronised  in 
the  upper  reaches,  but  in  the  distr'ict  of 
Knaresborough  and  Ribston  Park  a  few  anglers 
out  and  some  very  fair  chub  and  dace  have 
been  caught.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  Derwent  in  the  lower  reaches.  A  few  rods  out 
at  Yeddingham  and  School  House,  but  sport  has 
not  been  so  good.  The  Ouse  has  not  been  patronised 
by  many  anglers  at  Naburn  and  Acaster,  and  those 
ovit  have  had  very  little  sport.  On  Jan.  4  the  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  the  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  f  ir  the  past  year's  specimen 
fish  and  baskets.  Trout,  four,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft ; 
best  brace  of  trout,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  31b.  14oz. ; 
best  basket  of  trout  in  one  day,  91b.  2^oz.  ;  best 
chub,  Mr.  W.  Oliver,  31b.  8oz.  ;  brace  of  dace,  Mr. 
W.  Oliver,  lib.  6-ioz. ;  pike,  Mr.  W.  Oliver,  81b. 
12oz.  ;  brace  of  perch,  Mr.  M.  Handley,  21b.  7Joz.  ; 
brace  of  grayling,  Mr.  M.  Thomas,  lib.  12-^oz.  ;  best 
flounder,  Mr.  G.  Singleton,  9-^-oz.  ;  best  eel,  Mr.  G. 
Singleton,  21b.  12foz.  ;  best  roach,  Mr.  A.  Richard- 
son, lib.  10:|^oz.  ;  best  basket  of  mixed  fish,  181b. 
6oz. ;  best  basket  of  roach  and  dace,  18lb.  6oz.,  Mr. 
A.  Richardson.  Prospects  at  present  are  not  very 
encouraging.  More  rain  to  fall,  and  until  we  have 
settled  weather  sport  will  not  improve. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland, — For  three  weeks  now  the 
rivers  all  over  the  north,  especially  the  Dee,  have 
been  in  fine  ply,  round  waters,  favouring  winds,  and 
a  large  head  of  early  springers  taking  to  the  fresh 
element.  The  run  of  fish  on  the  Dee  is  said  by 
watchers,  keepers,  and  others  to  be  quite  pheno- 
menal, and  already  the  success  of  the  opening 
months  is  well  assured,  as  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned. It  is  often  the  middle  of  January  till  such 
favouring  floods  are  experienced  as  have  prevailed 
since  the  middle  of  December.  Last  week  a  stoim 
raged  on  the  coast  and  the  nm  fell  off,  Christmas 
Sunday  seeing  the  height  of  the  run.  On  the  Don, 
Mr.  Martin  and  his  men  have  been  busy  stripping 
gravid  fish  for  the  sake  of  their  ova,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  lost.  The  ova  thus  obtained 
has  been  very  carefully  treated,  carried  up  stream, 
and  deposited,  as  far  as  possible,  on  suitable  side 
streams  and  natural  redds.  The  operations  have 
been  exceedingly  successful,  and  very  few  fatalities 
to  the  fish  thus  touched  have  occurred.  The  letting 
of  waters  on  the  Dee  has  been  going  on  apace,  and 
hardly  a  single  reach  remains  unlet.  M.  Reviere 
has  taken  the  Borrowstone  section  of  Mrs.  Pickering's 
Kincardine  water,  and  several  smaller  reaches  have 
also  been  picked  up.  On  the  Don  and  other  rivers 
there  is  not  the  same  demand. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  ruled  dirty 
and  miserable  the  past  week,  and  very  impleasant 
for  pike  and  perch  fishing.  Toome  Canal  seems  to 
be  the  favourable  resort  for  the  city  anglers  this 
season.  Every  one  is  looking  forward  to  the 
opening  of  the  trout  fishing,  which  is  the  sport 
par  excellence  here.  The  soft  weather  presages  that 
it  will  be  a  bit  harder  when  it  is  not  wanted.  A 
correspondent  informs  me  that  the  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches  in  the  Lagan  must  have  suffered 
badly  during  the  flax-water  period,  for  their  number 
on  the  redds  seemed  to  have  diminished,  particularly 
towards  Dromara.  All  the  out-going  officers  of  the 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association  have  been  nominated  for 
re-election. — J.  A.  B. 

Eillarney. — The  prospects  for  the  coming  angling 
season,  now  within  measurable  distance,  are  very 
good  at  present.  Spring  salmon  are  arriving  in 
good  numbers  already. — T.  J  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon  continue  to 
come  up  freely.  The  weir  fishing  on  the  river, 
which  usually  opens  on  Jan.  1,  did  not  open  until 
Jan.  2  this  year,  the  weekly  close  season  having 
interfered.  Angling  opens  as  usual  on  Feb.  I. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  a  few 
points  at  pollack  and  whiting,  but  since  Tuesday 
(Jan.  3)  angling  has  been  suspended  owing  to  a 
rough  sea. — T.  J.  D. 


PiKB  Tackle.— The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  thousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  flsh  when  no  other 
bait  will.  Is.  9(1.  each.  Preserved  Natural  Baits,  Is.  6d.  per 
bottle.  The  Westerraan  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  fishers.  Is.  each.  Spni- 
ning  Traces,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  Bait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  6d.  All  post  free.— J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds.   Telegrams,  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


Deal. — During  the  Christmas  holidays  there  has 
been  quite  a  contingent  of  the  angling  fraternity 
visiting  here,  and  when  the  weather  has  been 
favourable  several  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  going  afloat,  and  mo.st  of  them  have 
been  well  satisfied  with  their  takes  of  fish,  which 
have  been  and  still  are  a  good  sample.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  weather  fine  and  warm,  and  fair  takes 
landed.  Mr.  Everett  had  four  score  good  whiting 
and  a  few  dabs  and  dogfish,  and  hooked  a  large 
fish,  and  wfiilst  playing  it  had  the  misfortune  to 
break  his  gear.  Should  the  weather  still  keep  mild 
in  all  probability  sport  will  continue. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  strong  winds  which 
prevailed  during  the  closing  hours  of  the  old  year 
have  thickened  the  water  materially,  but  up  to  the 
presentverylittleimprovement  inlocalsport  has  been 
witnessed.  Whitingare  all  but  an  unseen  quantity, 
and  codling  are  fewer  than  were  obtained  while  the 
water  was  so  clear.  On  Dec.  30,  Miss  Black,  Mr.s. 
Dodd,  and  Messrs.  Chapman,  Black,  Bryen,  Baum, 
Larknian,  Harding,  Douglas,  and  MacLeay  fished 
throughout  a  north-west  gale  with  little  success, 
though  late  in  the  evening  Mr.  Baum  obtained 
thirteen  codling  and  Mr.  Chapman  seven.  Messrs. 
Burgess,  F.  Eldridge,  J.  F.  Eldridge,  P.  C.  Edgar, 
Angus,  Nicholson,  Wood,  and  Hopper  joined 
forces  with  the  above  on  Dec.  31,  and  stayed 
late  upon  the  pier,  but  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Eldridge  and  his  son  very  few  met  with  substantial 
success.  The  weather  on  Jan.  1  was  icy  cold,  and 
the  salt  water  froze  readily  upon  the  lines  of  the  five 
anglers  who  wetted  them,  while  the  day's  total  was 
not  worthy  of  record.  Additions  to  the  pier  ranks 
on  Jan.  2  comprised  Miss  Curtiss,  Mr.  Christopher- 
son,  and  Mr.  Curtiss,  but  a  large  number  of  pouting, 
and  an  occasional  codling  and  dab,  constituted 
the  entire  catch  of  the  day,  and  those  who 
stayed  late  into  the  night  found  their  efforts 
nearly  fruitless.  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Tarling,  and 
Masters  E.  S.  and  M.  S.  Ray  formed  Tuesday's 
additions,  the  afternoon  yielding  fair  sport  with 
pouting  and  dabs,  but  only  a  couple  of  whiting  were 
taken.  Some  of  the  dabs  were  fine  specimens,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  took  lugworm  in  preference  to 
sprat.  Mr.  Hilsdon,  Master  Norman,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Glennie  were  the  only  new-comers  on  Jan.  4, 
on  which  day  dabs  and  pouting  formed  the  majority 
of  the  quarry. — J.  Richardson  (B.S. A. S). 

Plymouth^ — In  this  month  whiting  get  very 
plentiful,  and  are  taken  by  the  hooking  boats  in 
the  offing  in  from  twenty  to  forty  fathoms  of 
water.  Tlie  best  baits  for  them  is  squid,  but  when 
that  is  not  attainable  mackerel  cut  in  strips  or 
mussels  are  used.  Tfiey  are  in  their  prime  just 
now.  A  lot  are  also  being  taken  by  the  trawlers, 
but  they  get  knocked  about  and  flabby  by  being' 
dragged  in  the  net.  You  can  easily  tell  the 
difference  between  a  hook  and  line  and  trawl  fish. 
We  are  taking  large  quantities  of  grey  mullet  at 
the  Great  Western  Docks  from  off  the  piers,  some 
of  the  rods  t? '  iUg  as  many  as  eight  and  nine  dozen 
a  day;  Several  race  pollack  have  lately  been  taken 
on  the  rods  off  the  Promenade  Pier,  and  the  smelt 
also  about  in  abundance.  They  are  particularly 
fine  this  year,  and  several  have  been  taken  more  than 
Sin.  long.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  is 
as  follows  :  Atherine  (smelt),  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
mackerel,  dory,  skate,  sharp-nosed  ray,  sprat, 
anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pouting, 
coalfish,  pike,  and  all  shellfish.  — William  Heard er 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Good  codling  caught  off  pier. 
A  local  angler,  who  I  have  mentioned  before, 
Charley  Wood,  had  eight  the  other  evening,  the 
largest  about  21b.  ;  also  good  dabs  have  been 
caught.  As  usual,  Harry  Whipp  won  the  club  com- 
petition for  the  third  time  in  succession  ;  you  can't 
stop  him — he  will  have  them.  I  think  that  this  is 
the  worst  whiting  season  for  twenty  years. — J.  R. 
Robinson. 


It  is  related  of  the  late  Mr.  Whistler  that  he  went 
one  day  with  an  artist  in  Paris  who  was  not  over- 
burdened with  this  world's  goods,  and  was  surprised 
at  the  sumptuous  lunch  provided.  On  asking  him 
how  he  managed  to  live  so  well,  his  host  replied : 
"  I  have  a  pet  monkey,  which  I  let  down  from  my 
window  by  a  rope  into  that  of  my  landlady  and 
trust  to  Providence.  Sometimes  Jacko  returns 
with  a  loaf,  sometimes  with  a  ham. — Leslie's  Weekly. 

The  judge:  "Did  the  prisoner  offer  strong 
resistance  to  arrest  ?"  The  otHcer :  "Yes;  he  was 
fearfully  violent.  He  fought  two  of  us  frantically, 
almost  tearing  my  partner's  clotiies  off  in  his  fury." 
The  judge:  "  The  charge  is  not  serious.  Why  did  he 
exhibit  such  violence  ?  "  The  officer :  "  Well,  you 
see,  we  nabbed  him  on  the  tram-car  during  a  rush 
hour,  and  he  thought  we  were  trying  to  get  his 
seat." — Judge. 
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"  There's  nothing  to  be  got  nowadays  unless  thou 
canst  fish  for  it." — Shakespeare. 


In  another  column  is  given  an  account  of  a 
prosecution  for  taking  clay  from  the  bank  of  the 
Thames  for  use  as  ground-bait.  Of  course,  I  am  not 
defending  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  young  water- 
man in  destroying  the  banks  of  the  towpaths,  for 
Mr.  .Joseph  Griffiths,  Resident  Assistant  Engineer  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  said  that  the  bank  at  the 
place  where  the  offence  was  committed  was  so 
badly  damaged  as  to  need  extensive  repairing  a 
short  time  ago,  and  it  was  repaired  up  to  a  point 
where  the  bank  was  sounder.  There  was  no  doubt 
now  that  the  bank  there  had  been  undermined, 
and  there  was  absolutely  clear  marks  of  digging 
in  the  clay.  As  soon  as  workmen  could  be  spared 
they  would  have  to  go  to  the  place  to  repair  the 
bank. 

*  ♦  *  *  » 

The  "time  will  come,"  we  are  told,  when  the 
licences  for  netting  live-bait  from  the  Thames  will 
lapse.  In  the  place  of  "Thames  Live-bait,"  which 
we  see  in  the  majority  of  tackle  dealers'  windows, 
we  may  probably  see  a  notice  to  the  effect  that 
"  a  good  stock  of  stiff  clay  from  the  famous 
'Stiff's'  Potteries  always  kept  in  stock."  If  clay 
must  be  used  it  must  be  procured  without  injury  to 
property.  "'"Another  way,"  as  Mrs.  Glass  says: 
On  your  way  to  fish,  when  you  come  across  some 
of  the  lovely  smooth  roads  where  there  are  no 
steam-rollers,  a  few  nice  nobbly  stones  might  be 
utilised  as  sinkers  ;  but  this  is  at  your  own  risk,  as 
you  have  no  more  right  to  rob  the  parish  than 
destroy  the  banks. 


The  other  morning  my  young  Hopeful  addressed 
me  thus :  "  Say,  pater,  that's  a  handy  little 
almanac  you  have  just  taken  out  of  your  bag." 
"What  almanac,  my  boy?"  "Why,  'Lloyd's 
1905  Almanac  for  Breconshire,' "  answered  young 
Hopeful.  I  said,  "Yes;  I  believe  it  is."  "It  will 
be  very  useful  to  us,"  said  the  boy,  "as  we  shall  be 
able  to  record  all  our  birthdays  in  the  column  for 
birthdays  and  useful  notes,  and  that  wiU  save  you, 
dad,  a  great  mental  strain."  I  was  mightily  pleased 
with  the  thoughtfulness  of  the  lad,  and  recorded 
my  natal  day  at  once.  Afterwards  I  turned  over 
the  pages  myself,  and  found  the  almanac  a  com- 
pact and  useful  little  work,  containing  much 
valuable  information.  The  editor  has  a  mania  for 
measuring,  and  imparts  the  knowledge  to  others  in 
articles  on  measuring  underground  workings, 
measuring  the  flow  of  water,  measuring  timber 
and  weights  and  measures.  In  fact,  it  is  a  handy 
pennyworth  to  have  about  you.  It  is  published  by 
John  Lloyd,  15,  Chepstow-place,  London,  W. 


The  following  was  sent  me  as  being  an  absolutelv 
true  fish  story.  As  I  do  not  care  to  dispute  my 
correspondent's  "facts,"  I  give  it  without  further 
embellishments : — "  At  a  small  gathering  of  anglers 
at  a  well-known  hostelry,  not  a  hundred  miles  from 
Stratford  Main,  a  very  highly  respected  official  of 
one  of  the  numerous  railway  companies  in  the 
locality  entertained  the  party  with  the  following 
true  anecdote. — '  Talk  about  fish,  why  you  ought  to 
have  been  with  me  a  year  or  two  ago,  when  we  were 

making  that  new  line  to  .    There  was  a  lake 

on  the  route  we  had  to  cross,  covering  about  ten 
acres,  and  of  course  this  had  to  be  filled  ih.  Well, 
we  went  on  shooting  in  earth  and  rubbish  till  about 
five  acres  had  been  filled  in,  when  we  had  to  stop, 
the  other  five  acres  being  absolutely  chock  full  of 
fish.  Well,  what  were  we  to  do?  The  only  way 
out  of  it  was  for  every  cart  that  brought  down  a 
load  of  rubbish  to  take  back  a  load  of  fish  to  make 
room  for  the  next  load  of  earth — and  that's  what 
we  did.'  'What  kind  of  fish  were  they  ?'  'Why, 
every  kind  of  fish  !  I  took  four  home,  and  had  to 
hire  a  man  with  a  truck  to  get  them  from  the 
station  up  to  my  house.  Don't  believe  me  ?  Well, 
I  can  prove  it ;  and  can  prove  that  what  I  say  is 
absolutely  true.'  " 


"Hi!  Hi!  Skipper!"  "How's  the  wind, 
skipper?"  Now,  it  appears  that  the  real  skipper 
is  to  be  found  at  Deal.  "I  hear,"  writes  a  corre- 
spondent, "  that  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  during 
the  Christmas  holidays  at  Deal  introduced  a 
skipping  rope  to  the  pier  as  an  antidote  to  the 
scarcity  of  fish.  I  shall  now  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  every  British  Sea  Angler  will  be  provided 
with  a  skipping  rope  to  pass  away  the  time  when 
the  fish  are  off  the  feed." 


The  Pessimist:   "  It  costs  a  great  deal  more  to 
live  nowadays  than  it  used  to."    The  Optimist 
"  Well,  it's  worth  it." 


"  Is  it  really  true,  mother,  that  every  hair  of 
oiu-  heads  is  numbered  ?  "  "  Yes,  dear.  Why  ?  " 
"  Well,  I'll  bet  it  didn't  take  long  to  do  grandpa's." 


A  MAN  who  had  been  reported  dead  wrote  to  the 
editor  as  follows :  "  Sir, — I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  few  errors  in  your  obituary  of  myself 
of  Wednesday  last.  I  was  born  in  Bathurst,  not 
in  Orange,  and  my  retirement  from  the  flour  and 
wheat  business  in  '96  was  not  due  to  ill-health, 
but  to  hard  times.  The  cause  of  my  death  was  not 
pneumonia." 

"  Is  my  husband's  case  serious,  doctor  ?  "  "  It 
is  very  grave,  madam.  I  have  left  an  opiate." 
"  How  often  shall  I  give  it  to  him  ?  "  "  He  needs 
absolute  rest  and  quiet.  Don't  give  it  to  him. 
Take  it  yourseK." — Collier's. 

*  *  •  »  » 

This  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  a  great,  strapping, 
good,  kind  Irish  servant  we  once  had,  who  was 
ordered  to  give  the  "  masther  "  a  sleeping  draught. 
The  patient  was  sleeping  soundly,  but  Mary  (good 
girl)  insisted  upon  his  carrying'  out  the  doctor's 
orders  to  "take  his  shleepin'  draught." 


An  invalid  asked  his  doctor  :  "  What  do  you 
think  of  my  going  to  a  warmer  climate  ? " 
"  Great  scot,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  that  is  what  I 
am  doing  my  best  to  save  you  from." 


On  the  Bluffs. 


The  headlands  here  are  in  a  sunset  glow; 
I  read  your  letter,  but  I  fail  to  find 
The  old  sweet  by-paths  of  a  kindred  mind 
Down  which  your  thoughts  made  music  long  ago. 

Ah,  love  !  a  worlding  of  the  world  you  grow ! 
But  I  seek  nobler  heights,  and  so  am  blind 
To  words  that  still  can  wound,  so  let  the  wind 
Whirl  these  torn  scraps  of  pathos  far  below  ! 

I  am  as  one  who,  in  a  waking  dream. 

Strolling  at  eve  picks  up  an  Indian  dart,— 
Dulled  by  long  pain,  indifferent  to  discern 

How  once  it  pierced  Some  innocent  victim's  heart,— 
Yet,  with,  a  half-regretful  unconcern, 
Skims  it  beyond  the  cliff,  sheer  to  mid-stream. 

— Lloyd  Mifflin. 


Numbers  of  finny  patients,  says  the  Daily 
Express  Vienna  correspondent,  are  being  treated 
at  the  hospital  for  diseased  fishes,  recently  estab- 
lished here  in  connection  with  the  new  chair  of  fish 
pathology  and  biology  at  the  university.  A  carp  is 
being  treated  for  an  inflammation  resembling 
appendicitis,  ten  others  are  suffering  from  small- 
pox, a  porpoise  from  the  Adriatic  has  inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  a  trout  was  sent  in  with  cataract  in 
both  eyes,  and  another  is  being  treated  for  dropsy. 
The  question  as  to  whether  tlie  eating  of  diseased 
fish  can  produce  the  same  diseases  in  human  beings 
is  being  investigated  at  the  hospital. 


Dick  :  "  Is  that  new  prison  guard  vigilant  ? ' 
Mick  :  "  I  should  say  so.  Why,  someone  told  him 
the  gas  was  escaping,  and  he  grabbed  his  gun.  "- 
Chicago  News. 

"  What's  the  matter  ?  "  inquir-ed  Ascum.  "  What 
are  you  searching  your  pockets  for  ?  "  "I  tied  a 
knot  in  my  handkerchief  this  morning,"  said  the 
absent-minded  man,  "to  remind  me  of  something 
I  was  to  get  for  my  wife.  And  now  I  can't  find  the 
handkerchief." 

***** 

Which  reminds  me  of  the  lady  who  asked 
"hubby"  to  bring  home  certain  (or  uncertain) 
"  odds  and  ends  "  from  the  city.  While  scanning 
his  morning  paper  at  breakfast  he  did  not  seem  to 
have  remembered  the  numerous  purchases,  and 
asked  his  wife  just  to  put  them  down  on  a  scrap  of 
paper.  On  returning  home  he  said  he  had  lost  the 
"  bit  of  paper." 

The  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Nag's  Head 
Hotel,  James-street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  announce 
that  a  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
January  10,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  following  gentlemen 
will  take  the  chair  during  the  evening  :  Messrs.  C. 
Pettit,  R.  Jacobs,  A.  Abrahams,  F.  Harris,  F.  W. 
Penfold,  S.  Smith,  and  H.  C.  Ballard.  The  "  Silver 
Trouts  "  have  an  excellent  room,  and  any  angler  who 
may  happen  to  be  near  Covent  Garden  on  Tuesday 
evening  will  be  sure  of  a  welcome. 


With  a  flourish  of  trumpets  and  loud  hurrahs 
the  "Dawson"  Football  Club  finished  the  old  year. 
Their  opponents,  the  "  Gresham  Press,"  failed  to 
extend  them,  and  consequently  the  "Dawson's" 
gained  an  easy  victory  by  six  goals  to  love. 
Christmas  pudding  is  answerable  for  a  lot,  but  one 
can  hardly  tell  whether  it  inspired  the  six  goals  or 
caused  the  blob— possibly  both.  The  "  Dawson's  " 
have  now  enjoyed  three  successive  victories,  a 
notable  performance  for  so  young  a  club,  and 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  players  and  the 
management.  To-day  (Jan.  7)  their  opponents  will 
be  the  "  St.  Jude's  Reserves  "  ;  the  kick-off  is  timed 
for  2.30  p.m.,  and  the  ground.  Wood-lane,  Shep- 
herd's Bush.    Again,  may  success  be  theirs  ! 

Guard  :  "Hi !  yer  can't  take  that  'ere  dog  into 
the  carriage  with  yer."  Youth :  "  And  why  not, 
pray  ?  "  Guard  :  "  Why,  'cause  we  wants  the  room 
for  the  passengers,  that's  why."  Youth:  "Oh, 
indeed !  Do  the  passengers  on  this  line  usually 
travel  under  the  seat  then  ?  " 


"Bb'er  Thomas  wuz  always  singin'  dat  song 
bout  '  De  Yuther  Side  to  Jordan,'  but  you  orter 
heered  him  when  de  doctor  tol'  him  his  time  had 
come  ter  go  dar. "  "  What  he  say  den  ?  "  "Bellowed 
lak  a  bull,  en  hollered:  '1  can't  swim  a  lick.  I 
never  did  take  no  swimmin'  lessons.'  " — Atlanta 
Constitution. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  fish  preserver  and  tackle 
maker,  23,  First  street,  Walton-street,  London, 
w  rites  :  "  I  know  you  are  always  pleased  to  have  a 
note  of  specimen  fish.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibbs,  a  member 
of  the  Manual  Training  Angling  Club,  started  the 
New  Year  well  at  Wimbledon  Park  Lake,  on  Jan.  1, 
he  being  successful  in  landing  a  splendidly  shaped 
female  pike,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  weight  191b. 
length  39in.,  girth  20in.  It  is  now  being  pre- 
served." I  am  also  reminded  by  Mr.  A.  Newham, 
the  well-known  keeper  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  that 
Mr.  Gibbs  last  season  captured  a  pike  of  14|lb.,  an 
account  of  which  has  already  appeared.  I  may  add 
that  Mr.  Gibbs  is  one  of  Mr.  Newham's  pupils. 


Different. 
He  used  to  tie  her  shoelace  in  a  fashion 

It  came  imdone  each  step,  to  her  amaze  ; 
Now  he  has  wed  the  girl  he  made  the  mash  on 
He  ties  it  on — and  you  can  bet  it  stays ! 

■ — Houston  Post. 

"  Home  is  the  dearest  place  on  earth,"  remarked 
Bilkins  to  Wilkins.  "Yes,"  replied  Wilkins,  "  that's 
why  we  quit  housekeeping  and  went  to  board." — 
Columbus  (O.)  State  Journal. 


"  They're  comparatively  rich,  aren't  they  ?  " 
"Well,  I  wouldn't  say  'comparatively,'  but  'rela- 
tively.' They  have  a  rich  uncle  of  whom  they 
expect  great  things." 


She:  "They  say  that  the  best  husbands  are 
always  thoughtful  in  little  things.  Are  you  that 
way  Mr.  Smith?"  Smith:  "No.  I  don't  have 
to  be ;  my  wife  always  calls  my  attention  to  them 
before  I  have  a  chance  to  think." — Detroit  Free  Press. 


A  parish  clerk  was  taxed  with  haying  misappro^ 
priated  some  of  the  offertory  money.  "  You  know 
Jolin,"  said  the  vicar,  "that  only  you  and  I  have 
access  to  it."  "  Then,  sir,"  replied  John,  "  you  pay 
the  one  half  and  I'll  pay  t'ither,  and  we'll  say  no 
more  about  it." 


Although  "  reports  "  and  "  experiences  "  were 
somewhat  scarce  on  Wednesday  evening  last  at  the 
B.S.A.S.,  the  concert,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  was  a  big  success. 
Mr.  Mallett  and  others  of  the  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee, as  usual,  acquitted themselvesverycreditably 
in  their  selection  of  talent.  There  was  no  disposition 
On  the  part  of  quidnuncs  to  discuss  the  abnormal 
proportions  of  the  61b.  2^oz.  sole  sent  me  from  the 
Dogger  Bank  for  one  course  of  my  Christmas  dinner. 
Nor  did  they  enter  into  the  subject  of  pleuro-neck- 
tides,  at  Christmastide.  The  "  house  "  was  com- 
fortably fuU,  and  the  votes  of  thanks  "all  round" 
testified  to  a  successful  evening. 

***** 
Next  Wednesday  evening  we  shall  have  some 
more  "  Fun."  It  is  down  on  our  fixture  list  that 
on  Jan.  11  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "),  will  come  straight  across  the 
Straits  to  give  us  another  of  his  interesting,  in- 
structive, and  amusing  papers,  entitled,  "  Facts  and 
Fun  about  Fishing."  I  give  the  usual  caution — 
try  the  "  Early  Doors  "  if  you  want  a  seat. 

Dragnet. 
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Pfovifleial  fluglifig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  whole  of  our  clubs, 
without  any  exception,  had  a  prosperous  year,  and 
the  whole  of  them  are  looking  forward  to  tha  future. 
There  is  one  club  in  particular,  which  is  the  O.d 
Rose  and  Crown  Society,  which,  so  far  as 
prizes  are  concerned,  seems  to  bid  fair  to  outdo 
even  the  Birmingham  Association  prize  list.  The 
club  in  mention  has  always  been  to  the  front 
as  far  a-^  prizes  are  concerned ;  but  now  the 
worthy  host  of  the  club-house  has  intimated 
to  the  committee  that  he  will  give  a  piano  of  the 
value  of  £25  for  the  club's  next  annual  contest. 
We  have  had  a'l  kinds  of  things  put  up  for  com- 
peting for,  go  d  watches  and  other  things  too 
numerous  to  mention;  but  with  a  prize  like 
this  offered  to  the  members  thera  will  sure  to 
be  a  great  influx  of  members,  and  the  contest 
will  be  watched  with  interest  by  the  whole  of 
the  clubs  in  the  Midlands.  The  Gun  Society,  which 
has  always  been  to  the  front  in  their  prize-list,  wi  1 
have  to  look  to  their  laurels,  but  no  doubt  my 
friend  Mr.  Sid  Tookery  will  come  to  the  rescue. 
The  Star  Club,  which  meet  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Chain  Walks,  Birchfields,  looks  like  making  a  splen- 
did club  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Frank  Jolly ;  a 
few  new  members  are  required.  The  weather,  since 
my  last  notes  were  sent,  has  been  very  changeable, 
but  now  it  has  become  very  much  milder,  and 
some  of  my  friends  ore  looking  forward  to  a  few 
days'  pike  fishing,  and  from  all  appearances  sport 
appears  to  look  very  favourable.  Some  nice  dace 
have  been  taken  from  the  Severn,  and  a  few  nice 
roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  with  the 
stewed  wheat.  All  our  local  rivers  are  now  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  and  sport  under  the  pres?nt  cir- 
cumstances should  be  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Reports  from  the  Fen  rivers  and  drains  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  waters  have  run  into  nice  condition, 
and  are  in  excellent  colour  for  pike  and  roach  fishing. 
This  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  capital  spoit  which 
is  being  had.  For  instance,  a  Spalding  angler,  Mr. 
Harold  Massey,  while  trolling  in  a  gale  of  wind  in 
the  Counter  Drain  on  Dec.  30,  killed  a  splendid  lot 
of  pike.  Seven  of  the  fish  weighed  over  50lb.,  and 
the  largest  scaled  upwards  of  111b.  At  the  same 
time  he  aho  landed  a  perch,  weighing  3!b.  From 
the  writer's  own  experience  a  strong  south-westerly 
wind  is  a  likely  time  to  catch  pike.  On  one  occasion, 
under  such  conditions,  he  fished  for  half  a  mile  along 
the  Forty-foot,  and  had  no  less  than  eleven  runs, 
and  succeeded  in  killing  six  fish.  The  weather  was 
dull  and  cloudy,  and  he  fished  with  the  wind  at  his 
back.  For  the  most  part  the  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  extremely  mild,  and  this  has 
enabled  fishermen  to  have  another  turn  amongst 
the  roach.  As  a  rule  the  fish  have  been  pretty  active, 
and  they  have  not  been  able  to  resist  the  small  red 
worm,  which  has  by  far  and  away  proved  the  most 
seductive  bait.  Bags  weighing  up  to  201b.  have 
been  accounted  for  both  on  the  Witham  and  Forty- 
foot,  including  several  very  nice  specimens,  scaling 
up  to  l^lb.,  at  Dogdyke. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  now  in  very  fair  condition, 
either  for  pike  or  roach  fishing,  and  during  the  past 
week  a  few  pike  have  been  taken  in  ttie  upper 
stretches  of  the  rivers,  but  only  small,  the  best 
fish  only  weighing  about  81b.  Odd  good-sized 
roach  have  a'so  been  taken  at  Frodingham  Bridge 
and  in  the  Brigham  distiict.  The  Alexandra 
A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  on  Jan.  3,  which  was, 
,  as  usual,  a  most  enthusiastic  affair  and  well  attended 
by  local  anglers.  Other  clubs  have  also  lately  been 
holding  their  annual  spreads  and  prize  presentations, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Waltonian  A  S., 
Mr.  T.  Palmer  was  elected  to  the  presidential  chair, 
Mr.  H.  W.Woollack,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon, 
hon.  sec. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

AVriting  on  Jan.  4,  a  correspondent  reports  the 
Bollin  as  in  very  fair  order,  but  the  weather  not 
likely  to  tempt  anglers  out.  The  Excelsiors, 
Liverpool,  report  1904  as  the  most  successful  year 
they  have  had.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the 
spawning  season  at  the  Oaken  Clough  Fishery  1-as 
been  highly  successful.  Mr.  Jackson's  successes 
with  the  rainbow  trout  are  remarkable,  and  anglers 
owe  him  a  lot. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

With  the  -advent  of  the  New  Year  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  a  little  revival  of  interest  in  angling  in  this 
city.  Rods  have  actually  been  seen  carried  through 
the  streets,  and  there  lis  a  slight  demand  for  live 


bait.  The  Craven  Angling  Society  are  again  in 
evidence,  this  time  with  a  soiree,  fixed  to  take  place 
on  Feb.  17.  Next  Thursday  is  the  usual  date  for 
the  CP, A. A.  del?gat3  meeting. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Since  the  holidays  anghTS  on  the  Trent  have  been 
less  numerous.  The  river  could  hardly  be  running 
in  better  condition  for  pike  and  chub  fishing,  and 
pike  have  been  run  and  landel  at  Kelliam,  Hazle- 
ford,  Shelfjrd,  Shaid'ow,  King's  Mills,  and  Weston. 
On  certain  reaches  the  sport  terminated  for  the 
season  with  the  advent  of  the  praseat  month.  Last 
Saturday  (Dec.  31)  on  ths  Clifton  Grove  waters, 
Mr.  H.  Walker  had  a  capital  bag  of  roach  to 
the  "  tail  end,"  and  some  exceptionally  good  fish 
have  been  cavrght  with  the  cockspur  in  the  rectory 
fia'd  at  Wilford.  Here  the  river  has  undergone  a 
notable  transformation  through  dredging  operations. 
In  Wilford  Lake,  or  Webster's  "  ballast  hoi?,"  perch 
anglers  have  recently  secured  large  fish,  be.-,t,  l.JIb., 
and  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  "  hole"  is  fid  by 
the  Trent  direct.  Mr.  J.  Henson  and  Mr.  T.  Fostjr 
creeled  a  grand  lot  of  chub  with  pith  (pith  and 
brains)  at  Hazleford  on  Thursday  (DiC.  2t»),  and  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  myself  took  a 
score  of  roach,  chub,  and  perch  with  the  brandling. 
Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  had  a  nice 
pike  from  Cavendish  Bridge  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  3), 
and  other  members  picked  up  sundry  roach  and 
chub  with  worm.  Worms,  through  the  frosts,  have 
been  difficult  to  procure.  Since  Monday  (Jan.  2) 
the  weather  has,  however,  been  milder,  and  a  mild 
spell  ju=t  now  should  tempt  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish. 
Needless  to  say,  they  are  in  the  height  of  condition, 
especially  roach. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  are  in  capital  condition,  and  the 
weather,  so  exceedingly  mild  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  has  tempted  many  analers  from  their  homes, 
and  some  very  excellent  baskets  of  chub  have  been 
taken,  and  in  the  District  Association  water  in  the 
Severn  many  of  the  fish  have  been  over  21b.  each, 
pith  and  brains  the  best  killing  baits.  The  pike 
also  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  capital  sport 
had  with  the  spoon  and  Hve  baits.  In  the  Avon, 
Mr.  Knight  had  three  good  fish,  Mr.  Thomas  five 
small  ones,  Mr.  H.  White  four — the  heaviest  over 
7lb. — and  three  other  anglers  fishing  private  water 
caught  over  ^cwt.  between  them.  Some  very 
nice  catches  of  dace  and  grayling  have  been 
had  with  gentles  for  bait,  and  in  the  Teme 
at  Martley,  Mr.  C.  Avery,  that  clever  young 
angler,  of  the  City  Club,  on  Dec.  29,  caught 
two  brace  of  grayling,  some  fine  dace,  and 
one  chub  31b.  9oz.,  total  weight  121b.  6oz. ;  others 
had  good  sport.  Roach  have  been  biting  very 
shjly.  I  have  not  heard  of  one  good  catch;  a 
few  fine  specimens  of  over  a  pound  each  have  been 
taken,  but  as  all  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition 
sport  should  much  improve.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association 
was  held  at  the  Plough  Inn,  Silver-street,  on  Dec. 
30;  a  fair  number  of  delegates  were  present,  the 
president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  in  the  chair.  The 
balance-sheet  was  presented  and  passed,  and  the 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  gave  his  annual  report, 
which  was  accepted.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  was 
re-elected  president;  Mr.  A.  G'over,  vice-president; 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  secretary ;  Mr.  T.  Prosser, 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  W.  Bridges,  auditor.  The 
balance  sheet  of  the  late  inter-ciub  contest  was 
presented  and  passed,  and  shows  a  balance  in  hand 
towards  the  next  contest.  Business  of  much 
importance  was  transacted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fishers  have  been  talking  amongst  them- 
selves about  the  past  season  having  been  the  worst 
all  round  for  forty  years  or  more.  Interest  in  the 
question  of  the  general  rod  licence  of  one  shilling,  to 
cover  trout  as  well  as  coarse  fish,  as  proposed  by 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  is  maintained.  The 
secretary  to  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation 
is  in  communication  with  respective  angling  clubs 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  in  the  interest 
of  coarse  fishers,  how  many  of  their  members 
take  out  trout  licences,  and  the  number  who 
would  be  prepared  to  take  out  the  propb.sed 
shilling  tax.  It  is  pointed  out  that  all  members 
fishing  the  river  Nidd  or  the  Husthwaite  Beck 
would  require  a  licence  in  any  case,  so  the  above 
would  make  no  difference  to  their  members.  Satis- 
faction is  expressed  by  Waltonians  that  Sir  Edward 
•  Grey,  the  new  chairman  of  the  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way Company,  is  an  angler  of  note.  Fishing  parties 
recently  caught  nice  roach — having  three  or  four 
each — in  the  Foss  near  York ;  this  notwithstanding 
the  snow  water,  a  result  hitherto  but  rarely  ex- 
perienced. Worm  was  used  as  bait.  At  present 
there  is  very  little  in  the  way  of  holiday  sport 
amongst  anglers  to  report. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  winter  so  far  has  been  very  open,  generally 
speaking,  and  spawning  has  gone  very  satisfactorily 
at  all  the  principal  stations  from  the  start.  Poaching 
was  well  kept  down  everywhere  in  the  principal 
fishing  stations  in  the  country.  Sea  angling  lias 
been  generally  suspended  during  the  Christmas 
holidays.  During  tho  past  few  days,  however,  some 
good  sport  was  had  at  several  places  on  the  south- 
western coast  at  pollaek  and  whiting.  Large  takes 
of  herrings  and  mackerel  have  been  liad  at  man  v 
places  in  Cork  and  Kerry  in  sheltered  plafes.  The 
iiaak  fisheiies  have  progre.ssed  very  satisfactorily 
tince  last  notes.  Tiie  prospects  lor  the  spring 
salmon  are  very  good  generally  for  Munster  watfr.s. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  Sligo  River  opened  for  netting  on  .Jan.  2  — 
so  far  as  the  tidal  waters  are  concerned.  It  is  the 
earliest  western  river,  and  holds  clean  run  salmon 
the  greater  part  of  tne  season.  The  Corrib  opens 
for  salmon  fishing  on  Jan.  1,  and  under  the  sam« 
conditions  as  last  season.  Corrib  fishing  is  a  bit  of  a 
luxury,  but  worth  the  cost  to  those  who  can  afford  it. 
Anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  outcome  of  Sir 
Neville  Chamberlain's  proposals  to  tha  twenty- 
three  Boards  of  Conservators  which  control,  or  are 
supposed  to  control,  the  rivers  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  districts.  To  put  it  briefly.  Sir 
Neville  wants  the  Boards  to  reward  the  con- 
stabulary out  of  the  fines  inflicted  on  the  poachers 
who  may  be  brought  to  justics  by  the  agency  of 
the  R.I.C.  It  is  understood  that  a  large  number  of 
the  Boards  have  fallen  in  with  his  scheme,  which 
promises  well  for  the  future  of  our  rivers.  In  tha 
vital  matter  of  river  protection  one  constable  is 
worth  two  ordinary  water-bailiffs,  for  very  obvious 
reasons. 


llofes  from  li)e  "^ori^. 


The  prospects  of  a  good  opening  of  the  Scotch 
salmon  season  have  seldom  been  brighter.  Since  the 
middle  of  December  the  early  rivers  have  been 
teeming  with  spring  beauties  pushing  up. 

The  run  of  fish  into  the  Dee  has  been  quite 
phenomenal.  This  has  been  going  on  for  weeks,  but 
on  Christmas  Day  the  sight  was  truly  magnificent. 
The  mild,  open  weather,  round  drawing  waters,  and 
other  favouring  conditions  have  brought  this  happy 
consummation  about. 


I  am  obliged  to  Captain  E.  P.  Brooke  for  the 
details  of  the  Knappich  Water  on  the  Dee.  Of 
course  I  was  referring  to  the  change  of  proprietor- 
ship just  now  more  than  the  gallant  Captain's 
famous  record  catch  of  1900.  It  will  certainly  be 
hard  to  beat. 


Dinnet  House,  Deeside,  a  large  and  imposing 
mansion  not  far  from  Ballater,  the  terminus  of  the 
Deeside  line,  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire  on 
Dec.  29.  Mr.  J.  C.  Barclay  Harvey,  of  Ditmet,  was 
in  residence  at  the  time.  The  damage  is  estimated 
at  many  thousands. 


A  fine  specimen  of  the  royal  sturgeon  was  landed 
at  Aberdeen  last  week  from  a  steam  trawler.  It 
was  over  twenty  stone,  and  sold  for  £6  15s. 


The  Ness  fishings  dispute  has  advanced  another 
staoe.  Sheriff-Substitute  Grant  granted  interdict 
against  fifteen  out  of  sixteen  anglers,  prohibiting 
them  from  fishing  on  certain  days  on  that  part  of 
the  Ness  in  which  Captain  Warrand  holds  he  has 
exclusive  rights. 


The  anglers  consider  that  the  town  of  Inverness 
has  a  proprietary  right,  and  they  have  given  notice 
of  appeal  to  Sheriff  Johnstone,  who  will  now  hear 
the  case  or  otherwise  review  the  decision  of  his 
substitute. 


The  capital  sporting  estate  of  Tarvie,  Pitlochry, 
Perthshire,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  R.  Barclay. 
The  sale  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  J.  Watson 
Lyall,  London. 


In  netting  a  portion  of  the  Lower  Don  last  week 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  ova  over  one  hundred 
fresh-run  spring  fish  were  noted  in  the  various  pools. 
This  is  higlily  gratifyina  if  they  can  now  get  over 
the  dykes.    But  there's  the  rub  ! 


As  usual,  a  good  few  rock-anglers  were  out  on 
Monday  to  take  the  "cream"  of  the  water.  The 
late  storm,  however,  had  driven  the  fish  off.  And 
accordingly  their  creels  were  light. 

Speci.\l  Scotch. 
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TRANSFORMING  SALT-WATER  FISH 
INTO  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 


In  the  Gilbert  and  other  equatorial  islands  of  the 
North  and  South  Pacific — in  most  cases  low,  narrow 
ribands  of  sandy  soil,  clothed  with  cocoa-palms,  and 
enclosing  lagoons  of  sea-water — the  chance  visitor 
is  sometimes  surprised  at  being  asked  by  the  local 
trader  if  he  would  like  some  "fresh-water  fish  "  for 
breakfast.  For,  as  these  equatorial  isles  possess 
neither  rivers,  creeks,  nor  springs,  one  wouM 
naturally  wonder  from  where  the  fresh-watar  fish 
would  come  ;  yet  they  are  to  b3  had  in  plenty,  and 
very  excel'ent  fish  they  are,  though  thg  numerous 
hair-like  bones  in  them  necessitate  their  bein? 
thoroughly  well  cooked.  In  appearance  they  are 
handsome,  with  a  blue  and  silver  "marbled  "  back 
and  sidf  s,  tapering  bodies  and  small  fins,  and  tails 
of  a  bright  yellow,  tipped  with  blue,  and  they  run 
up  to  3lb.  in  weight.  On  the  island  of  Peru,  in  the 
Gilbert  Group,  the  writer  has  seen  some  taken  from 
the  ponds  of  5|lb. 

When  westerly  winds  prevail  and  rain'falls,  the 
work  of  turning  salt-water  fish  into  fresh-water  fish 
begins;  and  very  interesting  it  is  to  watch  it  from 
the  beginning,  and  one  cannot  but  admire  the 
ingenuity  and  resourcefulness  of  these  copper- 
skinned  people,  who  within  the  last  few  years  have 
become  British  subjects. 

First  oj  all,  the  smaller  ponds  for  the  reception 
of  the  fry  are  cleaned  out,  all  debris  being  removed 
by  the  women  and  children ;  this  is  usually  done 
when  rain  is  fa  ling,  so  that  in  a  few  hours  a  pond 
will  have  been  emptied  of  the  old,  partly  stagnant 
water,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  rain-water  has  run 
into  it.  Such  fish  as  may  have  been  in  it  when  the 
cleaning  out  began  are  then  replaced  or  transferred 
to  a  larger  and  deeper  pool,  according  to  their  size. 
Then,  the  pools  being  in  readiness,  the  women  and 
children,  carrying  wooden  bowls  and  small  fine- 
meshed  scoop  nets,  set  out  for  the  lagoon  beaches 
and  sandy  flats,  and  wait  for  high  water.  As  the 
tide  recedes,  they  step  carefully  into  the  water,  and 
scan  the  margin  for  the  objects  of  their  search — 
little,  transparent,  goggle-eyed  fish,  about  half  an 
inch  in  length,  in  shape  not  unlike  a  tadpole. 
Sometimes  they  are  very  scarce,  at  other  times, 
especially  during  heavy  westerly  weather,  they  are 
as  thick  as  herring  fry.  This,  the  natives  say,  is 
caused  by  the  stormy  seas  outside  the  lagoon 
driving  them  to  seek  shelter  along  the  quiet  inner 
beaches,  at  the  very  foot  of  the  cccoa-palms,  whose 
roots  are  laved  by  the  salt  water.  In  transferring 
the  fry  to  the  wooden  bowls — half  filled  with  salt 
water — great  care  is  taken  to  see  that  none  are 
injured.  When  a  sufficient  number  have  been 
taken  to  restock  the  "nursing  "  ponds,  the  women 
return  to  the  village,  where  the  fry  are  thinned  out 
from  the  respective  bowls,  or  transferred  to  larger 
ones  in  which  is  brackish  water — that  is,  half  sea 
and  half  rain-water.  Here  for  some  days  the  little 
strangers  are  carefully  tended,  feeding  beginning 
in  about  a  week,  when  the  women  pound  up  or 
masticate  the  flesh  of  the  very  young  cocoa-nut — 
apparently  these  fish  have  the  same  tastes  as  the 
West  Indian  mountain  mullet,  which  likes  the  soft 
Avocado  pear — and  throw  it  to  them.  After  trans- 
ference to  the  ponds  these  fish  increase  in  size  very 
rapidly,  and  become  very  fat  on  their  diet  of  cocoa- 
nut. 

It  would  be  incorrect,  however,  to  speak  of  the 
water  in  these  artificial  ponds  as  being  absolutely 
fresh ;  for  it  is  subject  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
tides.  At  high  tide  it  has  (especially  during  the 
dry  season)  a  brackish  taste,  and  rises  some  feet ; 
at  the  ebb,  it  is  fresh  enough  to  be  used  for  drinking 
or  cooking. 

The  natives  value  the  fish  very  highly,  and  ;the 
ponds  are  only  dragged  at  intervals  of  some  months, 
all  fish  under  a  certain  size  being  returned  to  the 
water.  More  than  thirty  years  ago  a  quarrel  for 
the  possession  of  a  large  fishpond  on  the  island  of 
Apian  led  to  a  savage  encounter — the  women  of 
one  village  attacking  those  of  another  with  sharks'- 
teethswordsand  daggers ;  then  the  men  joined  in  with 
muskets  and  knives,  several  persons  being  killed  and 
many  wounded.  Nowadays  the  sharks'-teeth  spears 
and  daggers  are  made  only  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  to  the  white  visitor,  and  muskets,  rifles,  and 
revolvers  are  articles  forbidden  by  the  British 
Resident.  But  the  fish  cultivation  goes  on  as 
usual,  for,  uiilike  his  more  fortunate  Polynesian 
neighbour  of  Samoa  and  other  fertile  archipelagoes, 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  torrid  lagoon  isles  of  the 
Equatorial  Pacific  look  to  the  ocean  for  most  of 
their  daily  food— they  have  naught  else  but  cocoa- 
nuts,  the  drupes  of  the  pandanus  fruit,  and  a  coarse 
vegetable  called  Puraka.  Yet  on  such  a  limited 
variety  of  fare  they  thrive,  and  are  a  vigorous  and 
healthy  people. — L.  B.  in  the  Leisure  Hour. 


HENLEY  BOROUGH  BENCH. 


Taking  Clay  fbom  the  River  Banks. 
Before   the   Mayor  (J.  T.  Campion,  Esq.),  C. 
Clements,  W.  Simpkins,  C.  Simmons,  C.  Monk,  and  E. 
Chamberlain,  Esqs. 

Thames  Conservancy  Prosecution. 

Harry  Vaughan,  a  young  waterman,  of  Henley, 
was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  for  illegally  removing  clay  from  the 
banks  of  the  river  Thames,  in  the  Borough  of 
Henley,  on  Nov.  28.    He  pleaded  guiltv. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Bunting,  solicitor  to  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, who  prosecuted,  said  that  proceedings 
were  taken  under  bye-law  58.  The  Conserva- 
tors had  no  desire  to  unduly  press  the  charge 
against  defendant,  but  the  case  was  proceeded  with 
as  a  warning  to  others.  The  offence  was  regarded 
by  the  Legislative  as  a  very  serious  one,  and 
if  he  had  taken  proceedings  under  another 
section  of  the  Act  the  Bench  would  have  been 
obliged  to  send  the  defendant  for  trial.  On  the 
day  in  question  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  and  the  District  Inspector  were  at 
Henley.  Having  gone  through  the  bridge  in  a 
launch,  the  District  Inspector  left  the  launch  and 
returned  on  his  bicycle  along  the  towpath  towards 
Marsh  Lock.  He  saw  Vaughan  digging  away  clay 
from  the  bank  with  a  scull,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
he  intended  using  the  clay  for  making  ground-bait 
for  fishing.  It  was  a  common  practice,  they  feared, 
for  fishermen  to  do  this,  and  very  serious  damage 
was  done  to  the  banks. 

Lewis  Lowman,  the  District  Inspector  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  said  that  on  the  day  named 
he  saw  defendant  digging  clay  from  the  bank  nearly 
opposite  the  old  electric  charging  station.  Whan 
defendant  saw  witness  he  sculled  away  in  his  punt, 
but  witness  called  him  back  and  told  him  he  should 
report  him.  Defendant  had  about  a  small  pailful 
of  clay  in  the  punt. 

Joseph  Griffiths,  Resident  Assistant  Engineer  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  said  that  the  baiak  at  the 
place  where  the  offence  was  committed  was  so 
badly  damaged  as  to  need  extensive  repairing  a 
short  time  ago,  and  it  was  repaired  up  to  a  point 
where  the  bank  was  sounder.  There  was  no  doubt 
now  that  the  bank  there  had  been  undermined, 
and  there  was  absolutely  clear  marks  of  digging 
in  the  clay.  As  soon  as  workmen  could  be  spared 
they  would  have  to  go  to  the  place  to  repair  the 
bank. 

Defendant  said  he  had  seen  hundreds  of  men  do 
what  he  had  done,  and  he  did  not  think  he  was 
doing  any  harm.  Replying  to  Mr.  Clements,  Mr. 
Bunting  said  there  was  no  doubt  it  was  sufficiently 
well  known  that  taking  clay  from  the  banks  was  an 
offence.  The  officers  of  the  Conservancy  had  not 
been  able  to  catch  anyone  doing  it  before  here. 
The  Bench  retired  to  deliberate,  and,  on  returning, 
the  Mayor  said  they  had  decided  to  c  )nviot.  The 
Bench  hoped  defendant  would  appreciate  that  this 
kind  of  oflenee  was  a  serious  matter,  and  that  others 
would  take  warning.  In  this  case  the  charge  was 
not  pressed,  and  defendant  would  be  only  fined 
10s.,  including  costs,  but  if  any  further  charges 
came  before  the  Bench  they  would  he  more  seriously 
dealt  with. 


Jlssociafions,  elc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  meeting  on 
Dec.  28  last,  when  there  was  a  very  meagre  attend- 
ance, doubtless  on  account  of  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Two  gentlemen  previously  proposed  for  membership 
were  balloted  for  and  elected,  and  a  few  usual 
routine  matters  of  business  were  transacted.  Sport 
has  been  very  quiet  recently.  Mr.  Creigh,  however, 
had  three  pike  from  a  private  portion  of  the  Colne 
(best,  51b.  lOoz.);  Mr.  Bachelor,  from  Stoke,  in 
Suffolk,  a  pike  of  4^1b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Barnes, 
Blagrave,  and  Crac knell,  roach  from  Harefield.  We 
have  justobtained  1500 fish  forrestocking  purposes; 
full  details  will  be  duly  announced. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  announcement  of  a  paper  to  be  read  by  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  New  Year 
accounted  for  a  very  large  attendance  of  members 
at  Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were 
but  few  ;  however,  Mr.  Vincent  had  taken  flounders 
off  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Aplin,  fishing  the  society's 
water  at  Wraysbury,  had  basketed  a  nice  roach 
of  lib.  2oz,  Two  gentlemen  previously  proposed 
were  balloted  for,  and  duly  elected,  a  nomination 
being  also  made  for  future  ballot.  Mr.  Thompson 
presented  the  society  with  a  series  of  beautiful 
photographs  relating  to  fishing,  receiving  thanks 
for  his  gift.    Mr.  Gilbert  then  read  his  very  delight- 


ful paper,  mainly  an  extremely  charming  sketch  of 
his  own  angling  career,  commencing  from  the  days 
when,  in  the  words  of  the  poet,  he  "  paddled  in  tha 
burn,"  interspersed  with  little  tales  and  pleasant 
piscatorial  experiences.  The  paper  was  most 
enjoyable  throughout,  and  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  and  appreciation  was  passed  to  the  genial 
author  at  its  close.  Another  important  event  of 
the  evening  was  the  presentation  to  Mr.  John 
Dryden,  the  esteemed  hon.  librarian,  of  a  beautiful 
tobacco  and  cigar  cabinet,  as  a  token  of  the  mem- 
bers' sincere  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  he 
had  rendered,  not  only  as  librarian,  but  secretarially 
and  generally,  since  the  society's  formation.  Mr. 
Snare  having,  in  a  very  graceful  speech,  made  the 
presentation,  Mr.  Dryden,  in  a  few— all  too  few- 
modest  words,  thanked  his  fellow  members  for 
their  kindly  recognition  of  his  services.  The  usual 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  very  able  and  courteous 
chairman,  together  with  the  C.L.P.S.  toast,  closed 
one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  the  society  has 
held.  Will  membe.-s  please  note  that  on  Tuesday, 
Jan.  10,  there  will  be  a  pike  and  perch  competition, 
any  water,  subject  to  usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions.— 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meetings  were  resumed  on 
Jan.  3,  the  committee  meefing  being  presided  over 
by  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill,  and  the  ordinary  meeting  by 
Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond.  A  capital  report  of  the 
Chess  Fishery  was  received.  A  very  large  number 
of  fine  trjut  have  been  seen  on  the  spawn- 
ing beds,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  a  good  head 
of  fish  for  the  coming  season.  Notwithstanding  this 
the  society  will  pursue  their  usual  practice  of  resliock- 
mg.  The  fishing  reports  were  rather  few  in  number, 
but  Dr.  Spencer  brought  up  a  nice  pike  of  141b.,  one  of 
a  catch  of  eleven.  Mr.  F.  Gray  has  had  some  good 
chub,  and  Mr.  Rogers  some  nice  jack  and  chub  from 
Theale.  Messrs.  Gill  and  Bowman  also  visited 
Theale  and  were  successful  in  taking  chub  and  jack. 
The  roach  were  "  dead  off."  Mr.  Buckingham,  sea 
fishing,  ha,d  over  a  score  of  good  codling.  Mr.  A.  P. 
Zerfass  will  give  a  gramophone  entertainment  on 
Jan.  17. — Hon.  Sec. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Dec.  3. 
After  the  business  on  the  agenda  had  been  got 
through,  a  resolution  was  passed  wishing  seasonable 
greetings  to  the  president,  officers,  and  our  host; 
it  was  also  resolved  that  the  same  should  be 
extended  to  the  Press  and  all  brother  anglers.  Mr. 
Gutridge  weighed  in  one  jack  (5ilb.)  and  one  chub. 
— H.  C.  M.,  Hon  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  the  meeting  of 
Monday  last,  but  though  several  members  had  been 
fishing  during  the  Christmas  holidays  sport,  on  the 
whole,  hf  d  been  disappointing.  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters 
had  roach  and  chub  from  the  Kennet,  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  several  brace  of  grayling 
from  the  Itchen  and  Wylie.  Mr.  Poole  had  amongst 
his  catch  a  female  fish  of  l.b.  lOoz.  This,  in 
the  interests  of  knowledge,  he  had  taken  the  pains 
to  eviscerate.  In  the  stomach  he  found,  inter  alia, 
bloodworms,  caddis,  and  parts  of  cases  of  same, 
bits  of  grass,  several  shrimps  of  a  reddish  colour, 
snails,  a  few  ova  (of  trout  probably),  and  a  white 
filmy  parasite  resembling  that  commonly  found 
in  fresh  herrings.  Not  a  trace  of  a  fly  could  be 
seen.  Mr.  Poole  was  thanked  for  having  troubled 
to  make  the  autopsy  he  did,  and  for  the  interesting 
account  he  gave  of  his  researches  to  ascertain  what 
the  grayling  were  feeding  upon  at  the  time  of  his 
visit.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  showed  (in  a  preserved 
condition)  the  grayling  of  lib.  13oz.  he  killed  on 
the  Kennet  in  September  last,  and  was  thanked  for 
the  exhibit. — Hon.  Sec. 


THE  LUNATICS'  CAMP  HUNT. 

By  One  of  Them. 

Fort  Meade,  Nov  4.— Right  on  the  eve  of  the 
big  storm,  which  happened  along  about  the  middle 
of  last  month,  three  lunatics  and  a  Tenderfoot 
determined  to  go  on  a  camp  hunt  for  fish,  squirrels, 
etc.  They  went  well  loaded  for  bear  and  other 
"  varmints." 

Late  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived  at  the  north 
end  of  big  Straight  Lake,  after  a  long  drive,  accom- 
panied by  a  misty  rain,  which  kept  everything  and 
everybody  in  a  state  of  moistura  ;  even  the  matches 
were  hard  to  light. 

The  first  thing  to  do  was  to  get  up  the  tent  and 
keep  the  bedding  dry,  then  to  look  after  the  horses 
and  get  supper,  it  being  too  rough  and  uncomfort- 
able to  do  any  fishing.  But  the  crowd  was  happy, 
although  one  of  the  party  complained  of  a  slight 
disarrangement  in  the  region  of  the  solar  plexus. 
All  this  time  it  was  blowing  to  beat  the  band,  fierce 
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gusts  swept  around  our  small  canvas  home,  threaten- 
ing to  sweep  us  all  into  the  watery  depths  below. 
We  spent  a  lovely  night  holding  down  that  tent  for 
dear  life  and  dry  clothes  ;  of  course  it  devolved  upon 
the  Tenderfoot  to  crawl  out  in  the  howling  gale  and 
secure  the  tent  pegs  and  hunt  around  for  the  axe, 
which  nobody  knew  anything  about. 

The  Tenderfoot  was  beguiled  out  first,  to  rake  up 
the  wet,  cold  ashes  of  the  fire,  long  extinguished, 
and  split  up  some  dry  chips  to  start  the  fire  and  get 
breakfast.  After  all  hands  had  "kissed  the  baby  " 
they  felt  better,  outwardly  and  inwardly,  and  ready 
to  eat  grits  and  bacon,  and  imbibe  coffee,  hot, 
strong  and  sweet.  We  were  all  ready  for  business 
— that  is,  three  were — one  lunatic  still  feeling 
puny  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  epigastrium, 
wherever  that  is,  but  that's  what  he  called 
it.  We  soon  had  the  boat  launched  on  the 
now  placid  waters  of  the  north  end,  and  the 
poor  Tenderfoot  was  put  at  the  oars  to  row,  while 
the  youngest,  strongest,  and  heaviest  lunatic  took 
the  stern  and  the  spinner,  but  soon  the  fish  began 
to  come  in,  and  they  came  fast.  It  was  decided 
that  we  were  to  yell  lor  every  fish  caught,  but  being 
confident  it  was  only  a  bald  excuse  for  those  two 
lunatics  ashore,  to  get  ahead  of  us,  by  smiling  at 
the  baby,"  we  gave  it  up,  alter  about  half  a  dozen 
fish  had  deciied  to  come  and  join  us.  Half  a  dozen 
drinks — oh  !  excuse  me,  kisses — were  enough  for  one 
morning,  we  thought. 

You  see,  we  had  refreshment  all  aroimd  us,  but 
it  was  watery.  We  returned  to  camp  in  a  little 
over  two  hours  with  twenty-two  beavrties,  scaling 
about  351b. — to  the  surprise  and  joy  of  the  others — 
but  we  had  a  cracker  jack  bait  that  sure  does  the 
work,  different  to  anything  ever  seen  down  here, 
and  it  is  the  trick.  We  will  let  our  friends 
know,  through  the  editor,  where  to  obtain  this  fish- 
killer,  if  they  are  interested.  After  resting  a  little 
and  lubricating  the  works,  the  Tenderfoot  and 
another  lunatic  started  out  again  for  the  capture  of 
a  few  more. 

A  few  cowboys  being  expected  in  camp  that  night, 
we  were  bound  to  have  fish.  This  time  the  Tender- 
foot was  in  the  stern  with  another  deadly  lure  that 
floated.  You  will  notice  that  he  was  getting  less 
tender. 

After  landing  one  or  two  nice  pounders,  something 
came  up  from  the  depths  and  took  in  the  bait  at  a 
gulp,  but  it  proved  a  tough  breakfast;  the  fight 
was  in  deadly  earnest,  for  the  foe  was  pulling  like  a 
freight  engine  on  an  up  grade  ;  the  lunatic  offered 
advice,  but  the  Tenderfoot  was  in  his  element  and 
happy,  and  scorned  advice,  otherwise  assistance. 
Alter  a  short  but  sharp  fight,  the  fish  surrendered 
and  came  to  the  boat,  and  was  lifted  in  by  the  gills, 
proving  to  be  a  splendid  specimen  of  black  bass, 
weighing  81b. 

Tnen  we  went  back  to  camp  and  ate  fish,  and 
they  were  just  simply  out  of  sight. — TENDEKrooT 
in  Florida  Courier-Informant. 


FISHING  IN  NQYA  SCOTIA, 

Four  fishing  trips  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  last  in 
1900,  were  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  under- 
signed and  his  friends  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
recall  them  this  tempestuous  March  night,  with  the 
wind  howling  around  the  corner  of  the  house  and 
the  rain  beating  against  the  window-panes.  It  is  a 
pleasure  also  to  supply  the  information  required  in 
a  letter  recently  received,  which  reads  in  part  as 
follows: — 

"  This  letter  will  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by 
the  courtesy  of  Shooting  and  Fishing,  as  I  cannot 
remember  your  address.  You  will  probably  remem- 
ber I  have  called  on  you  twice  for  information,  the 
first  time  in  regard  to  a  trip  to  Newfoundland,  and 
last  June  in  regard  to  trout  fishing  near  Digby, 
N.  S.  At  the  latter  time  you  told  me  something  of 
salmon  fishing  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  if  I  remember 
rightly  this  WdS  near  Liverpool.  I  made  the  trip  to 
Newfoundland  entirely  on  your  suggestion,  and, 
although  I  may  never  have  expressed  myself  to 
you,  I  have  thanked  you  inwardly  a  great  many 
limes  for  the  splendid  time  I  had,  and  particularly 
so,  as  I  found  conditions  exactly  as  you  represented  ; 
this  latter  particular  has  made  such  an  mapression 
upon  me  that  I  am  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to 
put  myself  in  your  care  again. 

"  I  wish  to  go  to  Nova  Scotia  salmon  fishing  this 
summer,  and  ask  you  if  you  will,  when  you  have 
the  opportunity,  tell  me  when,  how,  and  where  you 
would  go  if  fyou  were  intending  to  make  a  trip 
yourself,  also  whether  board  could  be  obtamed,  or 
would  it  be  advisable  to  camp  ;  also  if  you  know  the 
address  of  a  responsible  party  to  whom  I  could 
write  to  engage  guides." 

Our  first  trip  was  in  May,  1892.  The  steamer  left 
Boston  at  noon  and  landed  us  at  Yarmouth  the 
next  morning,  in  time  to  catch  the  connecting  boat 
for  Halitax  and  intermediate  ports.  The  old  City 
of  St.  John  is  out  of  commission  now,  but  she  was  a 


seaworthy  boat  then,  and  the  all  day  journey 
through  the  Tusket  islands,  in  and  out  of  Barring- 
ton,  Shelburne,  and  Lockport  harbour;!,  was  full  of 
interest.  We  went  ashore  at  Liverpool  and  drove 
three  miles  up  the  river  to  Milton,  a  quiet,  sleepy 
village,  stretching  along  either  bank  between  the 
two  bridges  which  are  a  mile  apart. 

A  stay  of  two  weeks  afforded  some  excellent 
trout  fishing  in  Herring  Cove  brook,  two  miles  east 
of  the  town ;  at  Checkwater  dam,  four  miles  up  the 
river  on  the  west  side ;  and  at  Nine  Mile  brook,  five 
miles  further  up  on  the  east  side.  This  brook 
meanders  slowly  through  a  big  meadow,  with  long 
deep  pools,  which  in  May,  1892,  were  full  of  large 
and  hungry  trout. 

During  the  two  weeks  a  side  trip  to  Greenfield, 
sixteen  miles  to  the  north-east  and  on  the  Port 
Medway  river,  gave  even  better  trout  fishing,  in  the 
half  mile  of  rapid  water  from  the  bridge  up  to  the 
outlet  of  Ponhook  lake.  There  are  salmon  pools 
in  the  Port  Medway  all  the  way  from  Greenfield 
down  to  the  ocean,  a  dozen  miles  more  or  less,  but 
in  the  Liverpool  at  Milton  they  are  taken  only  from 
the  lower  bridge  down  to  the  level  of  low  tide,  a 
half  mile  or  so  below.  It  is  probable  that  the  local 
fishermen  took  many  salmon  during  our  stay,  but 
we  remember  only  one,  which  was  said  to  weigh 
seventeen  pounds  and  was  a  large  fish  for  the  Liver- 
pool. A  Mic-Mac  Indian,  fishing  alone  in  a  fiat- 
bottomed  boat  with  rude  trout  tackle,  captured  it 
after  an  hour's  exciting  contest,  during  which  he 
successfully  managed  the  boat  with  one  hand  and 
the  rod  and  salmon  with  the  other. 

After  going  on  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  by 
steamer  and  returning  by  rail  through  the  Evangeline 
country  to  Yarmouth,  we  spent  a  week  at  Tusket,  a 
small  fishing  village  strung  out  along  the  bay  at 
the  mouth  of  Tusket  river  and  distant  about  ten 
miles  from  Yarmouth.  The  best  trout  fishing  was 
at  Reynard's,  seven  miles  up  the  north  branch  of 
the  river,  and  at  Long  Falls,  ten  miles  up  the  east 
branch,  with  excellent  roads  to  both  places.  There 
were  a  few  salmon  ia  the  river,  but  we  saw  none 
taken. 

Five  years  later,  early  in  June,  1897,  we  went 
down  again — seven  of  us  that  time — by  the  same 
route  and  boats,  except  that  we  left  the  steamer  at 
Shelburne  and  drove  sixteen  miles  inland  to  Upper 
Clyde  on  the  Clyde  river,  where 'we  had  a  week  of 
first-class  trout  fishing,  with  the  best  luck  at  Carry- 
ing Falls,  six  miles  up  the  river,  and  in  Mick  Chick 
branch,  three  miles  across  country.  Afterwards  two 
of  the  party  went  on  to  Halifax,  returning  by  rail, 
and  the  other  five  had  a  day  of  salmon  fishing  at 
Milton,  where  two  small  salmon,  8^1b.  and  8:Jlb., 
were  taken  in  the  forenoon  on  an  18oz.  trout  rod, 
with  a  Silver  Doctor  tied  to  a  No.  6  hook. 

Four  of  us  in  June,  1898,  and  five  in  June,  1900, 
went  straight  through  to  Milton  and  spent  all  of  our 
time  there  and  at  Greenfield,  taking  many  small 
trout  in  one  day's  fishing  in  the  big  pool  of  Murray 
brook,  an  affluent  of  Port  Medway.  Several  grilse, 
running  from  three  to  five  pounds,  were  taken  each 
year,  both  in  the  Port  Medway  and  the  Liverpool, 
and  the  Grizzly  King  on  a  No.  4  hook  seemed  to  be 
their  favourite  fly. 

If  we  were  going  down  this  year,  the  first  thing  to 
be  done  would  be  to  write  to  Parker  K.  Freeman  at 
Milton,  and  to  Boardman  Hunt  at  Greenfield,  both 
in  Queen's  county,  Nova  Scotia,  and  ask  about  the 
fishing  for  salmon  and  for  grilse,  inquiring  specially 
.as  to  the  best  time  to  take  them,  the  best  flies  and 
other  tackle,  and  whether  the  men's  services  as 
guides  would  be  available  if  required.  No  camping 
outfit  would  be  needed,  becausa  there  were  in  1900, 
and  probably  are  now,  two  most  comfortable  coun- 
try hotels  or,  rather,  private  houses,  where  wayfarers 
are  accommodated  ;  the  one  in  Greenfield  less  than 
one  hundred  feet  from  the  Port  Medway,  and  the 
one  in  Milton  not  more  than  five  minutes'  walk  from 
the  Liverpool. 

It  would  be  well  also  to  Wi  ite  to  J.  F.  Masters,  New 
England  Superintendent,  D.  A.  Ry.,  Long  Wharf, 
Boston,  for  a  copy  of  his  latest  time-table,  showing 
the  steamer  days  from  Boston,  and  to  ask  him 
whether  there  is  to  be  a  boat  along  the  south  shore 
of  Nova  Scotia  this  season,  and,  if  so,  on  what  day 
it  will  connect  with  the  steamer  from  Boston.  If 
there  is  none,  the  rail  route  from  Yarmouth  via 
Middleton  to  Bridgewater  and  thence  by  wagon  to 
Greenfield  or  Milton  would  be  quicker  and  more 
comfortable  than  the  stage  route  along  the  south 
shore. 

Before  closing,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that 
letters  addressed  to  Miss  Mary  Gilman,  American 
House.  Tusket,  and  to  D.  B.  Frost,  Atlantic  House. 
Shelburne  would  be  likely  to  elicit  trustworthy 
information,  the  former  in  regard  to  the  trout 
fishing  in  the  Tusket  and  its  tributaries,  and  the 
latter  as  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Clyde  and  the 
Shelburne  for  trout  and  the  lower  stretches  of  the 
Jordan  for  salmon, — F.  G.  in  New  York  Shooting 
and  Fishing. 


,  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Apteb  the  Christmas  recess  the  members  re- 
assembled on  .Ian.  4,  and  in  seasonable  fashion  had 
a  merry  musical  evening.  It  is  tru?  minutss  were 
r^ad,  and  a  few  formal  fishing  rjports  were  dealt 
with.  But  for  this,  and  the  chaeriness  that  pervades 
the  meeting,  no  one  would  have  dreamed  that  it 
was  an  assemb!ag3  of  sea  anglers.  Mr.  George 
Read  Clarke  communicated  to  each  a  portion  of  the 
energetic  persistence  that  always  characterises  hi■^ 
occupancy  of  the  chair.  The  arrangements  made 
by  the  entertainment  committee,  under  Mr.  Mallett's 
skilled  care,  were  complete,  and  ran  off  crisp'y  and 
well  Mr.  J.  Edgar,  as  usual,  took  the  piano, 
opening  proceedings  by  a  solo.  Mr.  Bert  Gar- 
son,  B.S.A.S.,  an  old  favourite,  and  in  his  old 
clear  manner,  sang  "  The  Skipper  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Marine,"  followed  by  a  violin  solo, 
"  Abendgybet,"  Reinecke,  sweetly  and  well  played 
by  Mr.  Cook.  Mr.  Burke  followed  with  "My 
Queen,"  and  then  the  laughter  of  the  evening  was 
drawn  by  Mr.  Crafter  with  the  song,  "  Otherwise." 
Rudyard  Kipling's  "Ballad  of  the  Camperdown" 
was  recited  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Kenipton,  "  Bandolero  " 
was  well  sung  with  careful  taste  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Britten,  and  then  Mr.  F.  Hancocks  introduced  a 
quite  new  element  in  his  son^  "The  Turnip  Hour," 
with  a  chorus  so  briskly  and  powerfully  taken  that 
the  windows  rattled.  His  bucolic  humour  was 
irresistible.  He  received  a  well-deserved  ovation. 
His  "  Gilhooly's  Supper  Party  "  later  on  in  the 
evening  was  still  more  uproariously  received,  the 
words,  the  song,  the  facial  expression  and  the  vigour 
of  the  whole  were  inimitable,  simply,  and  it  was 
encored.  "There  is  a  Land,"  by  iVIr.  Pccklington, 
met  with  much  applause,  both  on  account  of  the 
way  it  was  rendered  and  the  loyal  sentiment.  "  Four 
Jolly  Good  Fellows,"  sung  in  character,  excruoia- 
tinglj'  f  unny — -but  oh  !  so  natural — by  Mr.  T.  Crafter. 
"  The  Veteran's  Song,"  brought  out  grandly  by  Mr. 
Walter  Crisfield's  really  magnificent  voice  and 
perfect  singing  manner.  Then  followed  the  song, 
"  Take  a  Pair  of  Sparkling  Eyes,"  by  Mr.  Burke,  who 
gave  later  on  a  flute  solo.  Mr.  Kempton's  recitation 
"The  Coster's  Conversion"  was  "fun,"  and  was 
well  received.  "Sweet  September"  was  most 
tunefully  sung  by  Mr.  Pocklington,  and 
"Chorus,  Gentlemen,"  by  Mr.  Kempton,  and 
that  chorus  was  not  neglected  by  any  means. 
"Gallant  Deeds,"  a  mock  description,  by  Mr. 
Crafter,  convulsed  the  meeting.  Mr.  Kemp, 
B.S.A.S.,  topical  song,  was  well  received.  A  song 
from  Mr.  Edgar,  and  a  final  recitation  by  Mr.  N. 
Crafter,  brought  the  entertainment  to  a  successful 
close.  The  chairman,  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke, 
congratulated  the  members  upon  the  strong  position 
of  the  society  at  the  commencement  of  the  New 
Year — over  1200  active  members,  and  all  going 
strong.  The  usual  toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.  was  drunk 
with  all  honours.  Votes  of  thanks  were  cordially 
given  to  the  good  entertainers  and  the  entertain- 
ment committee.  The  chairman  received  musical 
honours,  and  "  God  Save  the  King "  was  sung 
at  a  somewhat  late  hour  of  the  evening.  Next 
Wednesday  (Jan.  11)  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  H.B.M. 
Consul,  Calais  ("  Sarcelle  ")  will  read  a  paper,  en- 
titled, "Facts  and  Fun  about  Fishing."       H.  P. 


'  new  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

16,938.  Fishing.  Patentee:  J.  B.  S.  Macllwaine, 
Stanlord  House,  Foxrock,  co.  Dublin. 
Ree's  and  winches,  rod.  Relates  to  im- 
provements in  fishing  rod  reels  or  winches 
and  the  like,  and  consists  in  attaching  the 
handle  so  that  it  is  thrown  out  of  action 
when  the  line  is  "running"  out,  and  also 
in  the  application  of  a  brake.  The  reel 
comprises  a  front  plate,  free  to  revolve  in 
a  ring,  held  to  the  back  plate  by  the  pieces, 
a  bobbin,  mounted  on  an  axle,  one  end  of 
which  is  fixed  to  the  back  plate,  and  a 
handle.  The  usual  cheek,  comprising  the 
spring,  catch,  and  ratchet-wheel,  may  be 
attached  if  desired.  The  handle  is  made 
hollow  so  as  to  work  on  the  tube,  and  has 
a  spring-controlled  rod  attached  to  it. 
One  fa;.e  of  the  bobbin  has  a  ring  of 
recesses,  into  which  the  end  of  the  rod 
fits  when  the  handle  is  pressed  inwards, 
and  thus  connects  the  handle  to  the 
bobbin.  Springs  are  placed  between  the 
plate  and  the  bobbin,  so  that  when  the 
outer  plate  is  pressed  a  brake  action  is 
set  up. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"McP." — The  mussel  you  send  is  the  common 
fresh-water  swan  mussel  (  Anodonia  Cygnea).  Swans 
are  said  to  be  fond  of  it.  It  grows  to  six  or  seven 
inches  in  length.  I  never  heard  of  its  teing  eaten — 
probably  it  would  be  too  muddy.  The  specimen 
sent  is  a  fine  one  of  full  seven  inches  in  length. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"SAMUEL  TAYLOR,  ANGLER  AND  STENO- 
GRAPHER." 

Dear  Sir,— It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  there  has  just  been  printed  a  work  entitled, 
"Samuel  Taylor,  Angler  and  Stenographer,"  by 
Alexander  Tremaine  Wright.  The  volume  is  pub- 
lished by  the  Willis-Byrom  Club  for  its  members 
only,  being  the  club  publication  for  1903-1904. 
Hitherto,  Samuel  Taylor  (angler)  and  Samuel 
Taylor  (stenographer)  have  been  treated  as  two 
separate  individuals;  in  this  book  they  are  treated 
as  one  person.  The  Willis-Byrom  Ciub  wa?  formed 
in  Ameiica  on  April  19,  1902,  for  the  purpose  of 
issuing  privately-printed  works  on  shorthand  and 
its  history  and  literature.  The  club  is  named  in 
honourof  John  Willis,  B.D.  (1602),  and  John  Byrom 
(1691-1703).  The  club  membership  is  limited  to 
twenty-five,  and  only  fifty  copies  are  printed  of 
this  book  for  members.  Eleven  more  copies  are 
printed,  and  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  libraries  in  England  and  New  York. 

For  the  first  time  it  is  souglit  to  interweave  the  two 
books  on  stenography  and  angling  into  one.  Extracts 
from  Taylor'sangling  and  shorth  and  are  given  to  show 
that  the  identity  is  remarkable.  Samuel  Taylor 
taught  shorthand  at  Oxford  and  the  Universities  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  Samuel  Taylor  (angler) 
says  he  caught  fine'  ealmon-trout,  grayling,  etc., 
near  Shrewsbury,  and  at  page  94  of  "Angling"  he 
closes  the  account  of  ^his  travels  by  stating,  "  The 
hospitality  that  I  have  experienced  throughout  my 
travels,  particularly  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  has 
ever  been  unbounded,  and  is  justly  entitled  to 
my  most  grateful  acknowledgments"  (page  8 
of  Samuel  Taylor),  Until  recent  years  nothing 
whatever  was  known  of  the  life  of  Samuel 
Taylor,  stenographer.  But  in  March,  1902,  M. 
Ren6  Havette,  in  the  Revue  Internationale  de 
Stenographie,  reprinted  a  paragraph  found  in 
the  Journal  de  Paris  for  Jeudi,  12  Septembre,  1811. 
This  paragraph  was  a  summary  of  a  notice  that 
appeared  in  the  English  newspaper  the  Sun  for 
Monday,  Sept.  2,  1811.  It  begins,  "Taylor,  the 
shorthand  teacher,  whose  death  we  recently  an- 
nounced, was  a  very  eccentric  character."  The 
whole  paragraph  was  printed  in  "Notes  and 
Querifs"  of  May  24,  1902.  If  the  two  Samuel 
Taylors  are  really  one,  a  great  discovery  has 
teen  made  by  Mr.  Alexander  Tremaine  Wright, 
who  has  written  a  book  with  a  charm 
and  grace  that  anglers  will  appreciate.  The 
frontispiece  is  a  picture  of  Cundover  Hall.  In 
the  streams  about  Cundover,  Samuel  Taylor 
took  many  fine  trout.  There  are  facsimiles  of 
the  title  pages  of  "Stenography,"  by  "  Saml. 
Taylor";  and  "Angling,  in  all  its  branches,"  by 
"  Samuel  Taylor,  Gent."  At  page  forty-three  there 
is  a  delightful  sketch,  by  "  G.  A.  S.  1903,"  of  Christ- 
church,  Westminster,  where,  in  the  chapel  yard, 
Samuel  Taylor,  "the  famous  stenographer,"  was 
buried. 

The  novelty  of  the  suggestion  in  combination  of 
"angler  and  stenographer,"  the  original  idea  con- 
tained in  the  book,  the  high  literary  tone  that 
pervades  every  page,  the  great  research,  and  the 
new  contribution  to  angling  literature,  are,  it  is 
hoped,  sufficientreasons  for  submitting  this  letter  to 
your  consideration. — Yours  truly, 

Matthias  Levy. 


CHUB  FROM  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  this  might  be  of  interest  to 
you,  I  am  enclosing  a  photograph  of  a  take  of  chub 
(twelve  fish)  weighing  271b,,  caught  by  myself  and 
a  ftiend  in  two  hours'  fishing  near  Bedford  in  the 
Ouse  on  Thursday,  Dec.  15.  On  the  preceding  day 
we  had  five  fish  weighing  131b.,  making  a  total  of 
seventeen  fish  weighing  401b. 

The  bait  was  pith  and  brains.  If  you  think  this 
worth  reproducing  in  your  valuable  paper  you  are 
quite  at  Jibeity  to  do  so. — Yours  truly, 

Regd.  Barker. 

[Mr.  Barker's  catch,  though  not  a  very  good 
average  for  size,  shows  the  Ouse  still  breeds  plenty 
of  chub.— Ed.]  ^  ^ 


THE  CHESHIRE  MERES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  you 
or  some  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  informa- 
tion regarding  fishing  in  the  Cheshire  meres.  In- 
formation as  to  which  are  worth  fishing,  and  where 
to  obtain  leave,  would  be  a  great  boon  to  me,  as  in 
this  district  I  am  a  long  way  from  any  good  river 
fishing  and  cannot  spare  the  time  for  long  journeys. 
—Yours  truly,  Harold  Farnswobth. 

Wilms!ow,  Cheshire. 


"LANGHOLM  REVISITED." 
Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  24, 
1904,  in  an  article  entitled,  "  Langholm  Revisited," 
and  signed  by  "  Gilnockie,"  he  mentions  the  rivers 
in  the  neighbourhood  worth  fishing.  I  shall  feel 
obliged  if  the  writer  could  give  me  some  information 
on  the  following  points : — 

1.  Which  of  the  rivers,  or  parts  of  them,  are  free  ? 

2.  If  preserved,  from  whom  is  permission  obtained, 
and  is  such  readily  given  ? 

3.  Is  liberty  to  be  had  for  payment,  and  what  is 
the  sum  ? — Yours  truly,  Medicus. 


FISH-HOOK  RELEASING  DEVICE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  a  somewhat  similar  device 
here  in  Ilfracombe  to  the  one  mentioned  in  your 
columns  last  week.  One's  hook  is  very  liable  to 
hitch  in  the  wooden  piles  of  the  pier  when  drifted 
in  by  the  fide.  The  time-honoured  custom  is  to 
attach  a  good-sized  stone  loosely  to  the  rod  line, 
and  let  it  run  down  till  it  reaches  the  hook,  when, 
of  course,  it  presses  down  on  it  and  frees  it  from 
the  piles  then  the  gear  is  wound  up  and  the  stone 
taken  off,  and  this  plan  very  seldom  fails.  I  don't 
know  how  old  this  device  is,  but  I  have  been  told 
Adam  once  spent  a  week-end  at  Ilfracombe,  and 


I 
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was  persuaded  to  go' fishing  on  the  pier,  or  if  it 
wasn't  Adam  it  may  have  been  Job,  who  should 
by  rights  have  been  the  anglers'  patron  saint  instead 
of  Peter. 

Last  week  a  31b.  pollack  was  taken  on  the  pier 
with  a  bit  of  Christmas  roast  beef,  and  this  he 
preferred  to  herring  on  another  hook.  To  me  this 
is  unusual  with  a  polack,  though,  of  course,  a  bass 
or  codling  might  have  taken  such  a  bait. — Yours 
truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 

FISH  CULTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — Doubtless  it  will  interest  your  readers 
to  hear  of  the  popularity  of  North  Country  trout 
in  the  extreme_  South  of  England.  The  North  of 
England  Fish  Hatchery,  of  Barrasford-on-Tyne, 
recently  despatched  in  one  day  five  and  a  half  tons 
of  fish  traffic  on  a  twenty-six  hours"  journey  south. 
These  arrived  safely  at  their  destination  in  splendid 
condition.  They  are  now  busy  with  a  large  con- 
signment of  ova  for  South  Africa  now  being 
despatched. — Yours  faithfully, 

Newoastle-on-Tyne.  Henry  C.  Wilson. 


A  CURIOUS  TURBOT. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  report  of  the  last  B.S.A.S. 
meeting,  published  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  31,  refer- 
ence is  made  to  two  photographs  of  an  entirely 
abnormal  turbot  sent  by  me  for  examination  by  my 
fellow  members  of  the  society. 

Following  this,  your  usually  accurate  reporter 
goes  on  to  say,  "  Such  reversed  specimens  are  not 
very  rare,"  etc.    I  do  not  quite  gather  whether  this 


is  intended  to  be  a  quotation  from  my  notes  on  the 
case,  or  whether  it  is  his  own,  opinion.  If  he 
attributes  the  statement  to  me,  I  beg  leave  to 
disavow  it  at  once.  If  it  is  his  own  opinion,  I,  and  I 
am  sure  many  others,  would  like  to  hear  of  a  similar 
case  duly  authenticated,  for,  as  far  as  I  can  learn 
either  by  reference  or  by  inquiry  of  many  men  who 
have  been  sea  fishing  and  deep-sea  trawling  all  their 
lives,  such  a  case  is  more  than  "  very  rare,"  as 
none  of  them  had  previously  either  seen  or  heard 
of  such  a  specimen. 

That  plaice,  dabs,  flounders,  etc.,  coloured  either 
wholly  or  partially  on  the  underside  are  caught 
from  time  to  time  is  well  known,  although  the 
reason  of  this  double  colouring  seems  somewhat 
obscure ;  but  a  turbot  with  the  skin  coloured  skin 
of  the  left  side,  thorns  and  all,  extending  right 
round  the  fish  is  I  think  unique.  In  this  case  the 
misplacement  of  the  eyes  (of  courss,  a  deformity) 
was  extraordinary,  and  the  natural  cutting  short  of 
the  fin  to  allow  the  fish  to  see,  and  the  double 
colouring  of  the  body,  made  the  specimen  the  most 
wonderful  example  of  the  power  of  Nature  to  adapt 
herself  to  unusual  circumstances  that  I  have  ever 
come  across  in  a  fairly  long  experience  of  sea  fish. 
That  such  a  case  is  "not  very  rare"  surprises  me. 
— Yours  truly,  Charles  Hussey. 

Deal,  Jan.  3,  1905. 


BE  "A  FISHERMAN'S  TRUE  TALE  "—A 
CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — The  nonsense-verses  which  appeared 
in  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
have  received  kindly  appreciation  in  unsuspected 
quarters.  I  allude  to  "A  Fisherman's  True  Tale." 
A  gentleman  pointed  out  to  me  lately  that  I  had 
evidently  been  mistaken  as  to  the  pronunciation  of 
the  stream  called  the  Stinchar,  as  I  had  made  it 
rhyme  to  "  tinker,"  which  was  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  a  libellous  suggestion.  He  appreciated 
the  humour  of  the  whole  piece,  and  none  the  less 
that  it  was  manifestly  manufactured  pour  rire,  as 
the  French  say — in  fact,  to  create  a  little  merry 
shaking  up  of  the  midriff  at  the  festive  season — 
for,  be  it  known,  out  of  the  twenty-eight  streams, 
named  I  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  only  ten. 
This,  to  men  of  ordinary  humour  and  intelligence, 
requires  neither  explanation  nor  "surgical  opera- 
tion." Had  I  known  the  proper  pronunciation  of 
the  word  "  Stinchar "  I  should  probably  have 
written  verse  nine  thus  (see  line  two) : — 

"  I've  '  d  d  '  the  vera  Dee  itsel'. 

But,  and  my  auld  dog  '  Pincher,' 
I've  lugged  troots  oot  o'  Lugton, 
An'  I've  stigmatized  the  Stinchar." 

But  it  is  like  "breaking  a  fly  on  a  wheel"  to 
amend  a  production  so  ephemeral  as  "  A  Fisher- 
man's True  (?)  Tale."  Wishing  you  and  your 
readers  (very  heartily,  too)  a  Happy  New  Year,  I 
am,  your  old  contributor  and  friend, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


DYEING  OF  FEATHERS,  WOOL,  Etc. 
Dear  Sir, — It  would  benefit,  I  am  sure,  a  good 
many  of  your  readers  if  one  of  them  who  has 
practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  could  see  his 
way  to  contribute  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  the  dyeing  of  feathers,  wools,  etc.,  the  best  dyes 
to  obtain,  and  how  to  secure  best  results  as  to 
shades,  etc. 

Of  late  year^  a  considerable  number  of  anglers, 
believing  that  "  a  fisherman  is  no  fisherman  who 
cannot  tie  his  own  flies,"  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  manufacture  of  their  flies,  and  as  the  obtaining 
of  good  colours  is  a  most  essential  detail  in  that 
connection  such  an  article  would,  I  venture  to  say, 
be  very  welcome  and  helpful  to  many. 

Might  I  ask,  in  the  hopes  of  being  answered 
through  your  columns,  if  there  is  any  method  of 
darkening  the  colour  of  a  waterproof  silk  line 
without  in  any  way  damaging  it ;  also  the  best  oil 
or  preparation  for  applying  on  such  a  line  when 
about  to  put  it  away  for  a  period  ? — Yours  truly. 
Purple,  Red,  and  White. 


WEIGHT  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller's  report  of 
a  brace  of  perch  weighing  4|^lb.  and  4lb.  sets  me 
wondering  as  to  what  is  the  largest  British  perch 
of  which  there  is  authentic  record.  Mr.  Jardin© 
mentions  a  perch  caught  at  Daventry  weighing 
4flb.  Can  anyone  beat  this  ?  Recently  I  have 
been  on  the  track  of  a  6-pounder,  which  of  course 
turns  out  to  be  a  myth.  Personally,  I  have  never 
caught  a  perch  41b.  in  weight,  though  I  have  had 
one  or  two  just  a  few  ounces  short  of  it.  Would  a 
4lb.  perch  be  equal  to  a  301b.  pike  ?    Yours  truly, 

LXJCE.  ' 

[I  should  think  a  4lb.  perch  is  quite  as  rare  as  a 
30lb.  pike,  or  more  sc.— Ed.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR- 


Date  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  will 
take  place  on  Feb.  21  at  the  Hotel  Oecil.  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton  will  preside,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  that  the  affair  will  be  as  interesting  and 
successful  as  ever,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal. 
The  early  date  of  the  dinner  will  enable  many 
salmon  anglers  to  be  present  before  going  north. 


Dreams  of  Monsters. 

Before  these  lines  are  in  print  I  hope,  thanks  to 
the  invitation  of  as  keen  and  good  an  all-round 
angler  as  I  know,  to  have  landed  some  fine  old 
crusted  portly  pike,  regular  monsters — half  the  fun 
of  catching  them  is  in  the  anticipation.  I  have 
ordered  four  dozen  of  the  biggest  Thames  dace  Mr. 
Gillett  can  get ;  my  friend  says  they  are  so  big — I 
mean  the  pike — ^thathe  is  afraid  to  fish  for  them  by 
himself,  that  wlien  they  feed  the  waves 

roar  on  the  shore 
like  the  .surf  on  Elsinore, 
Evermore. 

They  must  be  big. 

I  am  delighted  that  you  can  come.  Programme : 
I  will  meet  your  train  at  six  and  drive  you  to  my 
hut.  Dinner,  7.30,  one  glass  of  '89  Perrier  Jouet, 
one  glass  of  Croft's  '51.  Bed.  Breakfast.  8  o'clock. 
Fishing  9.30.  There  are  monsters  in  the  lake,  if  we 
can  find  'em." 

My  wife  said,  "  I  like  the  way  your  friend  under- 
lines the  one  glass,  I  hope  they  won't  be  like  his 
pike — big  ones."  I  felt  inclined  to  say,  as  old 
George  Hone,  the  Thames  fisherman,  used  to  say, 
"Big  'uns  or  none,"  but  thought  better  of  it.  Yes, 
half  the  realisation  is  the  anticipation.  I  can  see 
in  my  mind's  eye  an  immense  pike  yawning — he  is 
in  seven  feet  of  water  near  the  end  of  an  island. 
Have  you  ever  seen  a  pike  yawn  ? — he  opens  his  gills 
slowly,  extends  them  widely,  and  then  shuts  them 
with  a  snap ;  the  thing  is  to  draw  a  big  lively  dace 


past  him  a  yard  or  two  in  front.  The  bait  will 
be  on  one  of  somo  new  "pater"  tackles  which 
Messrs.  Farlow  made  for  mo,  on  some  of  their 
beautifully  pliant  fine  twelve  or  sixteen  ply  wire  in 
two  lots  twisted  together  loosely,  with  one  good 
strong  movab'e  lip  hook  and  one  triangle,  not 
large  but  strong  and  sharp,  to  be  just  secured 
slightly  near  the  head  of  the  bait  with  the 
single  hook  in  the  back  fin.  I  have  been 
a  bit  disappointed  with  the  single  hook  for  the 
pater  tackle — have  had  the  bait  torn  off  or  bitten 
clean  through,  leaving  only  the  head  on  the  hook. 
Then  with  the  single  hook  and  one  triangle  tackle 
if  you  want  to  float  fish  you  have  only  to  slip  on 
a  Fishing  Gazette  pike  float.  If  the  pike  are  "well 
on  "  they  take  the  whole  bait  in  at  once.  I  have 
seen  them  do  it  scores  of  times  ;  if  they  are  only 
in  a  captious  mood,  and  just  bite  the  bait  without 
attempting  to  get  it  all  in  at  once,  then  it  is  well 
to  have  a  triangle  near  the  middle  of  it.  as  at  such 
times  with  the  single  hook  you  are  often  enough 
merely  pulling  the  pike  with  the  bait  and  not  the 
hook,  and,  of  course,  he  releases  it  or  the  hold  gives. 

Live  Baiting  with  Big  Baits. 

If  you  are  fishing  from  a  punt  or  boat  it  does 
not  matter  how  big  your  live  bait  is,  and  Mr. 
Jardine  and  I  occasionally  use  a  small  jack  of  a 
pound  or  so — what  is  that  where  the  fish  try  to  eat 
20-pounders  ?  J.  had  a  fish  that  size  plainly  marked 
where  a  bigger  one  had  seized  him.  The  big  pike 
bait  on  float  tackle  should  not  be  cast  out  from  the 
boat.  It  cannot  be  sent  more  than  a  few  yards, 
and  it  strains  rod  and  tackle  and  hold  in  the  bait 
to  do-  that.  The  proper  way  is  to  drop  it  over  the 
side  and  then  row  away  gently,  letting  out  line  for 
twenty  or  thirty  yards,  then  turn  the  boat,  and 
row  at  a  right  angle  for  another  twenty  yards, 
and  then  draw  the  float  across  undisturbed  water 
and  wait.  Not  that  I  think  pike  mind  a  boat  in 
the  least,  but  if  you  do  not  get  a  run  soon  in  one 
place  it  is  no  use  to  waste  time  there.  A  large 
paternoster  bait  can  be  fished  in  the  same  way. 
For  convenience  in  selecting  and  getting  hold  of 
the  bait  you  want,  I  think  the  best  plan  is  to 
use  one  of  Mr.  Basil  Field's  aerating  bait-cans 
with  the  inner  perforated  holder  for  holding  a 
dozen  or  so,  keeping  the  stock  in  the  big  carrier 
cans  and  replenishing  the  small  can  as  required. 

Which  is  the  Best  Way  to  Gaff  a  Pike  ? 

A  salmon  is  usually  gafi'ed  in  the  side,  but  in  the 
case  of  pike  I  think  much  the  best  plan  is  to  slip 
the  point  of  the  gaff  in  under  the  lower  jaw,  which 
seems  made  on  purpose  for  it,  as  it  is  broad  and  flat 
and  soft,  and  the  strong  strokes  of  the  tail  help 
you  to  lift  him  over  the  side.  For  getting  the 
hooks  out  of  a  pike  there  is  nothing  so  good  as 
the  Jardine  pike  gag  in  its  original  form,  the  inven- 
tion of  Mr.  David  Pine.  It  is  over  twenty  j'ears 
since  he  gave  me  a  beauty — not  made  on  the 
drill  principle  with  screw  shaft  as  his  later  ones  are 
made,  but  with  a  square  steel  ratchet  shaft  with 
spring  clip,  so  you  have  only  to  insert  the  two 
hooks  (one  fixed  and  one  movable)  between  the 
lips  of  the  pike  and  then  pull  the  other  along  the 
shaft,  and  the  biggest  pike  has  to  open  his  jaws  as 
wide  as  they  will  go,  and  the  spring  catch  holds  it 
open.  Then  you  can  kill  the  fish  by  a  few  blows 
where  the  backbone  joins  the  head,  or,  as  Mr. 
Anstiss,  the  fish  preserver,  recommends,  that  is,  by 
pressing  a  knife  point  into  the  top  of  the  head 
between  the  gill  openings  and  inside  the  mouth. 
He  says  there  is  a  soft  place  there,  and  that 
it  kills  the  fish  instantly  without  disfiguring  it 
as  blows  outside  do.  I  have  never  tried  this 
plan,  and  if  pike  would  only  lie  still  and  let 
you  open  their  gills  and  operate  it  would  be  all 
right,  but  it  is  quite  as  likely  as  not  that  a  big 
fellow  would  wallop  over  and  double  the  knife  blade 
back  on  your  fingers;  As  Mr.  Briggs  said  long  ago, 
it's  the  Pike's  delight  to  bark  and  bite.  By  the 
way,  I  wonder  if  my  friend  has  a  good  big  old 
sack — it's  the  best  possible  bag  to  take  into  a  boat 
or  punt  for  pike  fishing.  But  this  is  all 
anticipation. 

Realisation. 

This  page  of  my  new  patent  Ceres  Copier  is  to 
be  left  blank  for  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.  Ominous  word  that 
"blank" ! 

P.S.— It  was  a  first-rate  day — a  first-class  water. 
Everything  was  in  order.  Result:  I  landed  one 
fish,  about  51b.    My  friend,  Mr,  David  Pine,  was, 


I  am  sure,  much  more  disappointed  than  I  was 
that  the  big  fish  would  not  feed;  He  and  his  son 
caught  over  a  dozen  to  my  one,  and  about  the 
same  size.  I  tried  paternoster,  live  baiting,  and 
spinning,  but  only  got  about  three  other  runs  from 
fish  too  small  to  swallow  Mr.  Gillett's  prize  dacej 
We  fished  hard  from  ten  to  four,  Mr.  Pine  keeping 
up  our  spirits  by  snatches  of  song  in  all  languages, 
intermixed  with  bits  from  Virgil,  Tom  Hood, 
Tennyf  on,  and  dozers  of  other  fellows.  I  was  so 
enchanted  that  when  I  did  get  a  run  I  forgot  to 
strike  the  little  fellow,  and  let  my  bait  worry 
him  off.  A  lovely  day  with  a  breeze  rippling  the 
water,  a  perfectly  lovely  little  English  park  lake 
. — it  was  all  very  delightful,  but  the  monsters 
would  not  be  caught. 


Suggested  Visit  of  British  and  Irish  Fly  Casters 
to  America. 

Mr.  John  J.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  sends  mo  the 
following  letter  which  he  has  received  from  the 
committee  of  the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club,  and 
says  that  he  will  "  be  glad  to  hear  from  gentlemen 
who  are  disposed  to  form  a  small  party  to  go  to 
Chicago  in  August.  The  casting  is  all  single- 
handed,  the  rods  not  to  exceed  10ft.,  and  weights 
limited  except  in  event  No.  1."  I  may  say  I 
received  a  similar  letter  from  the  committee  before 
I  heard  from  Mr.  Hardy,  and  I  had  replied  that  as 
we  were  probably  to  have  a  tournament  in  London 
at  Earl's  Court  in  May  or  June  it  might  be  well  if 
they  sent  over  one  or  two  competitors  who  could 
then  help  to  arrange  conditions  for  a  return  visit. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Mr.  Hardy:  — 
"Chicago,  Dec.  15,  1904. 

"Dear  Sir, — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Fly  Casting  Club  the  undersigned  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  club 
the  advisability  of  holding  an  International  Fly 
and  Bait  Casting  Contest  at  Chicago  in  August, 
1905.  We  would  like  to  have  you  attend,  and  if 
possible  to  make  it  a  team  to  represent  England. 
If  we  could  have  the  assurance  of  a  representative 
from  England  our  club  would  give  the  best  tourna- 
ment that  they  have  ever  held.  Our  events  are  all 
open  as  we  do  not  make  any  distinction  between  a 
professional  and  an  amateur.  We  can  assure  you 
of  a  pleasant  visit,  and  if  your  time  will  permit  we 
will  try  and  show  you  some  of  our  fishing  waters: 

"Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon. — We  remain, 
yours  respectfully, 

"Fred  N.-  Peet,  ■) 

"Wm.  J.  Church,  [Committee.- 

"G.  A.  HiNTERLUTNER,  j 

"  155,  W.  Madison-street, 
"Chicago,  111.,  U.S.A.". 


Pacific  Coast  Salmon  taking  Fly. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing  writes :  — 

"I  meant  sooner  to  have  written  you  in  re  Mr. 
Annan's  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  10. 

"  I  do  not  think  it  settles  the  question  in  the 
slightest  degree,  for  Mr.  Annan's  letter  to  a  Pacific 
Coast  fisherman  would  prove  almost  to  a  certainty 
that  he  had  been  taking  steelhead  trout,  and  not 
salmon.  It  was  several  years  before  even  Jordan 
and  Everman  acknowledged  that  the  steelhead  was 
not  a  salmon. 

"Nine  out  of  ten  cases  prove  to  be  steelhead 
trout.  Mr.  Annan's  I  am  sure  were — his  des- 
cription makes  it  so. 

"  They  frequently  run  up  to  301b.  and  over,  and 
the  average  fisherman  catching  a  fish  of  that  size  on 
a  fly  promptly  puts  him  down  as  a  salmon.'' 

I  have  no  doubt  many  reported  salmon  have 
really  been  steelheads  and  similar  fish.  The 
problems  about  the  Pacific  Coast  salmon  are 
tough  ones.  For  instance,  it  is  said,  and  I  do 
not  doubt  it.  that  the  great  armies  of  salmon 
which  ascend  the  big  Pacific  Coast  rivers  never 
return  to  the  sea.  If  this  is  so,  then  what  a  weight 
they  must  attain  in  the  sea  before  they  ascend  to 
spawn  ! 


A  Four- Year-Old  Qlb.  Rainbow. 

Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co.,  191,  Strand,  have  in 
their  window  a  grand  91b.  rainbow,  a  four-year-old 
fish,  bred  by  Mr.  T.  F,  Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  Exe  bridge,  Tiverton,  and  killed  in  a  small 
private  lake  at  Inglescombe,  Bath,  as  already  noted 
in  -  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  was  killed  on  fly  by 
the  owner  of  the  lake.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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FLY-FISHING    ON    THE  TEST— 
1840  TO  1842. 


EXTRACTS  FROM   LORD  GLENTWORTH'S 
PISHING  DIARY. 


(Continued  from  page  2.) 

In  an  entry  in  his  Fishing  Diary  on  Monday, 
July  27,  1840,  Lord  Glentworth  wrote:  "I  have 
taken  this  fishery  for  one  year."  "This  fishery" 
was  that  at  Longparish,  and  from  this  date  on 
nearly  all  the  sport  recorded  so  minutely  was 
obtained  on  this  fine  water  on  the  Upper  Test. 

On  Saturday,  July  25,  1840,  wind  south-west, 
fresh;  weather  stormy  and  heavy  showers;  with 
Blue  Dun,  Dark  Mackerel,  and  Red  Palmer,  Lord 
Glentworth  killed  ten  and  a  half  brace  of  trout 
weighing  ISJlb.  Water  low  and  bright,  weeds 
high.  He  says:  "This  was  not  altogether  a 
favourable  day.  The  fish  rose  well,  but  very  short. 
I  lost  many  good  fish  from  being  badly  hooked. 
Many  I  caught  were  hooked  so  lightly  as  hardly 
to  have  any  hold.  I,  however,  did  well ;  besides 
killing  the  above  I  threw  in  twenty-five  and  a 
half  brace,  some  over  ^Ib.,  and  shook  off  seven 
or  eight  brace  more." 

Over  forty  brace  of  trout  in  one  day  on  the 
Test  with  wet  fly,  for  all  Lord  Glentworth' s  fish 
were  taken  in  the  old  three-fly-fished-wet  style. 
No  wonder  he  adds,  «'I  have  taken  this  fishing  for 
one  year"  in  his  entry  on  the  Monday. 

It  is  amusing  to  find  our  old  friendfthe  excuse 
the  fish  "rose  very  short"  trotted  out  on  a  day 
when  nearly  eighty  were  actually  hooked  and 
landed.  All  the  same,  it  is  quite  certain  that  on 
some  days  the  fish  do  little  more  than  lip  the  fly, 
and  on  others  they  take  it  right  into  the  mouth 
and  get  hooked  well  inside. 

"July  27,  1840,  was  the  very  worst  fishing  day  I 
ever  saw — much  thunder  in  the  air  and  no  wind.  I 
trolled  for  two  or  three  -hours  with  the  minnow  in 
the  hatch-holes  and  killed  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
tolerable  fish.  About  seven  o'clock  I  mounted  the 
fly  and  killed  three  brace.  Had  there  been  wind  I 
should  have  killed  a  good  basket  fuU.  I  threw  in 
thirteen  brace." 

A  Lease  of  the  Fishing  from  Colonel  Hawker.: 
Tuesday,  July  28,  1840.— No  wind,  bright  hot 
sun,  water  low,  bright,  and  weedy ;  fifteen  and  a 
half  brace  are  recorded  as  taken  with  the  minnow. 

J' Tuesday  was  very  unfavourable,  so  I  trolled 
in  the  hatch-holes  and  killed  the  above,  and  threw 
in  four  and  a  half  brace  of  small  ones  taken  with 
the  fly; 

"Colonel  Hawker  signed  the  lease  of  the  water, 
and  very  kindly  gave  me  permission  to  fish  all  his 
water  beyond  here,  for  the  season. 

"There  are  three  or  four  brace  of  31b.  fish  in  the 
hatches  which  I  must  get  yet— one  I  killed  to-day, 
weighing  2^lh.  I  tried  him  with  the  live  minnow, 
but  he  preferred  the  dead  one  trolling,  and  was  so' 
slightly  hooked  that  he  let  go  the  tackle  in  the 
net.'' 

July  30  and  31,  1840.—"  These  two  days  were 
bright,  sultry,  cloudless,  non-fishing  days.  It  was 
impossible  to  fish  with  the  fly"  (how  Lord  Glent- 
worth would  have  loved  dry  flyfishing,  which  scores 
on  just  such  days  if  there  is  any  rise  on)  ^'orin 
any  other  way,  but  with  the  minnow  in  the  hatch- 
holes,  and  even  then  I  could  see  the  large  fish  rise 
from  the  pools  and  look  at  the  minnow,  ;but  not 
attempt  to  touch  it; 

"As  liwas  leaving  Longparish,  and  wanted  some 
fish  for  Lord  Limerick  and  my  mother,  I  desired 
Lovelock  to  take  the  shoe-net  and  kill  a  few.  He 
brought  me  four  brace,  weighing  8  Jib. 

"This  finished  the  season  1840,  and  from  the 
stock  left  of  all  sizes  at  Longparish  I  have  every 
reason  to  expect  a  good  season  in  1841— wows 
verrons."  [It  is  a  little  surprising  to  find  a  yearlv 
tenant  having  the  right  to  net  trout  in  this  way.] 

On  this  page  there  are  entries  on  Aug.  14,  22, 
and  25  of  fishing  with  dace  and  gudgeon  in  a 
muddy  pond  at  Marhan  (where  is  Marhan?),  and 
the  capture  of  five  small  pike  and  an  eel.  It  is 
evident  Lord  G.  must  fish  wherever  he  went. 
The  1841  Season  at  Longparish. 

From  the  following  note  on  March  29, 1841,  it  will 
be  seen  how  keen  an  angler  Lord  Glentworth  was  :— 

"  Tho'  I  have  fished  last  week  during  most  days, 
I  do  not  enter  those  caught,  as  they  are  stiU  in  a 
bad  condition,  and  I  only  killed  enough  for  dinner, 
and  those  small,  as  they  are  in  the  best  order! 


But  as  the  weather  is  fine  and  suitable,  I  cannot 
resist  commencmg  now  in  earnest,  determining, 
however,  not  to  kill  any,  however  large,  until  they 
are  in  season.'' 

On  Monday,  March  29,  fishing  below  Heath's 
Mill  at  Longparish,  trolling  with  minnow,  nine 
brace  were  taken,  "of  which  the  three  brace  killed 
were  in  very  fair  order,  and  eat  well." 

Tuesday,  March  30,  1841,  at  Longparish,  above 
largest  island.  Wind  south  and  bv  west,  good 
breeze ;  weather  showery  ;  water  low  and  clear  • 
barometer  at  noon,  29-250 ;  thermometer  at  noon! 
56.  "I  caught  twenty-one  brace,  many  above 
fib.  The  four  I  killed  were  in  good  order,  being  in 
the  rapids  above  the  broad  water.  I  never  saw 
such  a  splendid  stock  of  fish.  The  river  is  alive 
with  them,  and  many  I  saw  were  from  21b.  to  31b. 
weight."  The  flies  used  were  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  Red  Palmer. 

On  March  31,  Lord  G.  fished  the  water  from  "  the 
largest  island  to  rails,'?  and  caught  ten  and  a  half 
brace  with  March  Brown,  Red  Spmner,  Iron  Blue 
Dun,  and  Red  Palmer. 

Entries  for  April  1,  2,  and  3  record  good  takes 
with  same  flies  and  minnow;  the  Saltoun  Fly  is 
also  mentioned.  Lord  G.  paid  a  visit  to  Sir  John 
Pollen  at  Redesham,  and  had  little  time  for  fishing. 

April  7  and  8.— Flies  used  were  3,  4,  45,  and  the 
Saltoun. 

April  9,  1841,  Good  Friday.—"  No  fishing,"  but 
Lord  G;  religiously  records,  "Barometer  29-260, 
and  thermometer  59,  at  noon." 

April  10.— "Cold,  dull,  dark,  dismalfday;  not- a 
fish  rising  anywhere.  Great  difficulty  to  get  a 
brace  for  dinner.  Could  see  them  fifty  yards  off, 
and  they  me  one  hundred  and  fifty.  However,  by  dint 
of  manoeuvring,  and  throwing  across  some  of  the 
small  islands,  that  is,  wading  the  windward  side, 
and  throwing  the  flies  across  to  the  lee  bank,  I 
contrived  to  catch  seven  brace,  of  which  three  fish 
died  for  dinner.  The  water  being  turned  off 
Dance's  meadow,  T  sent  Lovelock  with  the  shoe-net 
to  the  Carriers.  He  took  near  three  hundred  trout, 
some  very  good  ones;  I  turned  them  into  the 
river.    This  was  a  good  save." 

Monday,  April  12,  1841,  was  "a  most  beastly 
day— cold  and  gloomy.''  Flies  used:  Blue  Dun 
and  Yellow  Dun. 

On  the  13th,  with  Yellow  Dun,  Saltoun,  Apple 
Green,  and  Red  Palmer,  Lord  G.  caught  10^  brace, 
"but  the  fish  rose  very  shyly  and  were  badly 
hooked.  Had  it  not  been  so  cold  and  rain  threaten- 
ing I  should  have  had  a  capital  day.  I  was  glad 
to  find  that  many  I  caught  were  large  fish,  and  if 
in  season  several  brace  would;  have  weighed  2lb. 
each.'' 

On  the  14th,  gloomy  and  mild,  fifteen  and  a 
half  brace  with  same  flies,  only  one  brace  kept  for 
dinner ;  fished  Heath's  Mill  water. 

On  the  15th  fished  from  Longbridge  up;  same 
flies.  "Seven  and  a  half  brace  alone  came  to 
book ;  of  these  many  were  good  fish  for  size,  but 
like  Shakspeare's  pantaloon,  '  lank  and  lean.' 
Indeed,  the  half-pounders  not  only  give  more  sport 
when  hooked,  but  are  the  only  fish  as  yet  fit  to 
dress,  with  a  few  exceptions." 

On  Friday,  April  16,  1840,  Lord  Glentworth 
writes :  "  As  I  go  to  town  for  a  few  days  to-morrow, 
and  wished  to  take  up  some  fish,  I  took  the  shoe- 
net  in  case  the  fish  would  not  rise  well  in  the 
streams,  where  alone  they  are  in  season.  I  caught 
only  three  with  the  rod,  one  of  them  a  good  filh, 
never  weighed ;  the  rest  I  got  in  the  net.  I  was 
astonished  at  the  number  of  fish  there  are  in  the 
stream  above  the  upper  island  to  the  rails ;  as  we 
advanced  with  the  net  I  saw  some  hundreds,  and 
when  we  came  to  the  rails  they  literally  were  as 
thick  as  minnows,  many  two  and  three-pounders." 

Saturday,  April  17.— "Went  to  London." 

April  22. — Wind  north,  good  breeze,  very  cold 
and  dull;  water  low.  Barometer,  29-120;  ther- 
mometer, 56  at  noon.  "  On  my  return  from  town 
on  Thursday  I  fished  for  an  hour  or  two.  Nothing 
to  be  done.  It  was  very  cold,  and  not  a  fish  moving. 
I  have  not  seen  three  fish  rise  to  the  natural  fly  this 
week,  nor  will  they  till  the  weather  is  milder.  I 
caught  six  brace  only,  all  small.  Flies :  Yellow 
Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Apple  Green." 

Dam  Making  at  Longparish. 
Friday,  April  23,  1841.—"  I  did  not  fish,  as  I  saw 
it  would  be  useless.  Charles  and  I  were  therefore 
all  day  busy  in  carting  and  laying  down  weirs  in 
the  river  to  keep  the  water  up  and  make  artificial 
rapids.    I  have  no  doubt  this  will  prove  of  immense 


advantage.  I  could  only  got  about  forty  large 
stems  of  trees  for  the  purpose.  These  were  laid 
down  in  five  places  at  about  a  yard  apart  across 
the  whole  left  stream  of  the  river.  The  water  rose 
5in.  above  them  directly,  with  a  pretty  little  fall 
below.  ".- 

"Birmingham:  Hooks."- 

Saturday,  April  24,  1841.— Wind  south— a  gale. 
Squally,  and  heavy  showers.  Water  higher  and  much 
coloured.    Barometer,  28-940  ;  thermometer,  58. 

"  A  horrible  day.  Pouring  in  torrents.  Did  not 
venture  out  till  5  p.m.  Went  to  the  Mill  Hole 
below  Sleath's  Mill.  Caught  five  and  a  half  brace, 
of  which  I  killed  three  brace.  I  lost  three  very 
good  fish,  and  on  examining  my  tackle  found  the 
flying  hooks  had  both  lost  their  barbs.  No  wonder 
the  fish  were  off.  This  is  a  warning  not  to  buy 
Birmingham  hooks  again.  These  were  made  for 
me  of  bright  steel  purposely." 

(The  minnow  spinning  tackle  LordG.  used  would 
probably  be  Colonel  Hawker's  tackle,  and  when 
properly  baited  I  doubt  if  a  better  was  ever 
invented. — R.  B.  M.) 

Sunday,  April  25,  1841.— Wind  south— a  hurri- 
cane. Barometer,  28  -900 ;  thermometer,  58  at  noon. 

The  hurricane  seems  to  have  blown  away  the 
bad  weather,  for  the  next  entry  is  much  more 
cheerful  in  tone. 

Monday,  April  26,  1841.— Fished  from  Long- 
bridge  to  island.  Wind,  south-west,  good  breeze, 
cloudy,  and  very  mild ;  water  coloured.  Fhes  used : 
Yellow  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Apple  Green,  and  Baillie 
Fly.    Barometer,  29-400;  thermometer,  62; 

"The  very  finest  day  for  fishing  we  have  yet  had. 
The  water  was  alive  with  trout  rising  in  every 
direction;  and  though  I  was  engaged  until  five, 
and  therefore  lost  all  the  morning  fishing,  yet  the 
fish  rose  so  well  that  I  caught  sixteen  and  a  half 
brace  before  seven  o'clock,  and  many  of  them  very 
large,  though  not  sufficiently  in  season  to  kill." 

(It  looks  as  if  there  must  have  been  too  many  > 
fish  for  the  food  supply  in  1841  if  the  trout  took  so 
long  to  get  into  condition.    The  only  thing  to  do  in 
such  cases  is  to  feed  them  in  the  winter,  just  as 
pheasants  are  fed,  and  deer  in  Scotland. — R.  B.  M. ) 

April  27,  1841.— Too  bright  to  fish  with  the  fly, 
and  no  wind  ;  used  minnow  in  Dana's  Mill  Hole. 
(To  he  continued.) 


THE  "GEIP"  SEA  LEAD. 


(PATENT  APPLIED  FOR.) 

Messes.  F.  and  G.  Arthur,  416,  Moorgate  Station 
Chambers,  E.C.,  send  us  a  new  form  of  lead  for 
sea  angling,  called  the  "  Grip  "  Sea  Lead;  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  illustration  it  is  of  medal  shape, 
with  eight  metal  cones  cast  on  each  side,  and  meets 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  making  a  lead  keep 
bottom  in  a  strong  tide  without  excessive  weight. 

It  is  claimed  for  this  new  sea  lead  "  that  it  is  a 
great  improvement  on  all  others,  more  especially 
when  fishing  in  strong  currents.  On  the  lead 
reaching  the  bottom  the  conical  projections  settle 
in  the  sand  or  mud  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  prevent  it 


drifting  with  the  current  or  tide,  one  of  these  leads 
of  8oz.  weight  being  more  efficient  than  an  ordinary 
one  of  from  12oz.  to  14oz. ;  this  reduction  in  the 
weight  necessary  to  hold  the  bottom  will  be  much 
appreciated  hy  anglers,  who  can  more  readily  feel  the 
bite  of  a  fish,  and  will  be  saved  much  labour  in 
winding  in.  The  hole  in  the  centre  prevents  the 
lead  from  revolving  when  being  drawn  through 
the  water,  thus  doing  away  with  any  twisting  of  the 
line  from  this  cause."  At  present  these  weights 
are  made  in  three  sizes,  varying  from  4oz.  to  8oz.. 
the  prices  being  3d.,  4d.,  and  6d.  To  be  obtained 
of  all  dealers  in  fishing  tackle. 
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HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 
WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


I  Jiave  much  pleasure  in  giving  this,  the  first  of  a 
series  of  illustrated  articles  on  salmon  jlij  tying  by 
Major  Hale,  the  articles  being  a  greatly  revised  issue  of 
the  material  of  Ids  work  tuhich  has  been  out  of  print 
for  some  years.  Major  Hale  will  be  glad  to  have 
suggestions  from  salmon  fly  dressers,  which  can  be  sent 
for  him  to  my  care. — R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette. 


Preface. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  first  edition 
of  my  book,  I  received  from  both  acquaintances 
and  strangers  a  large  number  of  letters  containing 
comments  on  the  work,  questions,  hints,  and  in 
some  cases  flies  at  different  stages  of  manufacture, 
All  hints  of  value  were  carefuUy  noted. 

Since  then,  the  questions  raised  by  beginners, 
and  hints  received  from  others  during  discussions 


both  at  the  fly-table  and  the  riverside,  have  shown 
me  where  improvements  in  methods  of  tying  and 
in  descriptive  detail  were  necessary. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that 
all  such  comments,  questions,  and  hints  have  been 
of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me  in  preparing  the 
present  articles ;  and  my  hope  is  that  a  study  of 
them  will  increase  both  the  interest  and  pleasure  of 
my  readers  in  that  noble  sport — angling  for  salmon 
with  the  artificial  fly.  J.  H.  Hale. 

Introduction. 

How  many  fishermen  one  meets  who  cannot  tie 
their  own  flies — many  of  them  not  even  being  able  to 
name  their  different  parts  ;  and  of  those  who  do  tie 
them,  what  a  great  proportion  do  so  indifferently ! 

I  believe  the  reason  lies  in  the  facts  that  there 
are  no  books  entering  thoroughly  into  all  the  details 
of  the  subject,  and  that  lessons  can  only  be  obtained 
by  paying  a  long  price.  It  is  certainly  far  cheaper 
to  make  one's  own  flies  than  to  buy  them,  putting 
aside  the  amusement  and  satisfaction  derived  from 
ioing  so. 

My  object  in  writing  these  articles  is  in  the  hope 
that  those  who  have  the  leisure  and  inclination 
to  do  so  will  be  enabled  by  them,  not  only  to 
learn  to  tie  their  own  flies,  but  also  to  increase 
their  sport. 

I  have  so  often  met  ardent  anglers  throwing  flies 
jf  such  wondrous  deformity,  that,  no  matter  what 
)kill  was  exercised  in  handling  the  rod,  no  fish  with 
ordinary  fishy  brain  would  glance  at,  much  less 
eave  his  resting-place  to  examine  them.  I  am 
•ather  inclined  to  believe  that  these  monstrosities 
Tighten  the  fish.  A  little  knowledge  of  the  subject 
ni  tiy-tying  would  save  such  anglers  days  of  disgust 
md  disappointment.  Salmon  fly-tying  is  a  most 
'ascinating  art:  partly  because  there  is  so  much 
rariety  in  it,  partly  because  (to  those  who  strive 
;or  perfection)  of  the  difficulties.  In  nearly 
jvery  fly  that  he  makes  the  beginner  will  find 
something  new  to  learn,  some  new  fact  to  make  a 
10 te  of.  Practice  there  must  be.  Even  those  who 
3an  tie  small  trout  flies  well,  and  can  handle  silk, 
stc.-,  easily,  will  find  a  salmon  fly  a  very  different  thing 
it  first :  there  are  so  many  more  details  to  attend 
;o,  and  so  many  more  difiiculties  to  be  overcome. 
Perfection  in  fly -tying  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
insure  success  as  a  fisherman ;  but  it  will  generally 
36  found,  I  think,  that  those  who  have  well-tied 
lies  are  more  successful  than  those  who  have  badly 
lied  ones. 

Mechanical  perfection  alone,  though,  will  not 
nsure  beauty  in  a  fly ;  for,  however  well  a  fly  may 
>e  tied,  if  harmony  of  colour  is  absent,  half  the 


pleasure  to  the  eye,  or  satisfaction  to  the  mind,  is 
wanting ;  therefore  the  two  should  go  hand  in  hand 
There  has  been  no  attempt  in  these  papers  to 
write  anything  more  than  the  experiences  and  ideas 
of  an  amateur  fly-maker  and  fisherman,  the  desire 
of  the  writer  being  to  describe  the  details  of  the 
art  of  salmon  fly-making  in  such  homely  language 
as  would  convey  the  several  processes,  clearly,  to 
the  comprehension  of  all  beginners  who  care  to 
approach  it. 

CHAPTER  L 
Hooks. 

The  numerous  varieties  of  hooks  which  are  made 
and  sold  for  salmon  flies  can  be  divided,  as  far  as 
they  affect  fly-tyers,  into  two  kinds,  namely : — 
First,  the  ordinary  straight-shanked  hooks,  with 


Fig.  1. 

gut  loops  tied  on  to  them ;  second,  those  with  metal 
eyes,  or,  as  they  are  called,  "eyed  hooks."  The 
varieties  of  both  kinds,  single  and  double,  as 
regards  bend,  thickness  of  wire,  shape  of  points, 


tie  the  wings,  a  great  help  to  the  beginner,  as  it  is 
easier;  the  wings,  too,  will  be  firmer.  Many  fisher- 
men argue  that  metal  eyes,  however  smooth  they 
may  be,  fray  the  gut  casts  more  than  hooks  with 
gut"  loops  to  them,  but  I  have  not  found  it  so. 

Now,  if  the  above-mentioned  conditions  be  ful- 
filled, the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
eyed  hooks  are  as  follows: — First,  Flies  tied  on 
them  will  last  very  much  longer;  in  fact,  where 
natural  or  undyed  feathers  are  employed  in  their 
manufacture,  they  will  last  for  years ;  whereas 
those  tied  on  hooks  with  gut  loops  cannot  be 


[  Fig.  3.1 

depended  upon  after  they  have  been  used  for  a 
considerable  time ;  hence  a  great  saving  of  expense 
— no  small  item  when  the  price  of  some  flies  is 
taken  into  consideration.  Second,  A  great 
saving  of  time  in  tying  flies,  as  with  the  plain 
hooks  gut  has  to  be  looked  out,  soaked,  twisted, 
fitted,  tapered,  and  then  tied  on,  while  with  the 
eyed  hook  there  is  nothing  but  a  layer  of  tying 
silk  down  the  shank.  Third,  The  bodies  of  flies 
can  be  made  much  thinner  (for  some  rivers  very 
necessary);  the  heads,  too,  can  be  kept  smaller, 
one  of  the  most  important  points  in  a  salmon  fly. 


Fig.  4. 


make,  shape  and  angle  of  the  "eye,"  are  innumer- 
able, but  do  not  concern  the  fly-tyer. 

Of  the  two  kinds,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending eyed  hooks  in  preference  to  those  with 
gut  loops,  provided  they  fulfil  the  two  following 
conditions  : — First,  that  when  fastened  by  a  good 
knot  to  the  casting  line,  the  "  pull'-  is  in  the  same 
straight  line  with  the  hook  shank ;  second,  that  the 
eye  of  the  hook  is  perfectly  smooth,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  gut  from  chafing  as  much  as  possible 


Fig.  2. 

It  is  only  when  the  eye  is  turned  down  that  the 
first  condition  can  be  fulfilled  ;  and  when  the  "eye  " 
is  brazed  on  (as  in  No.  2,  Fig.  1)  to  the  shank,  or 
when  the  wire  forming  the  eye  is  carried  back 
along  the  shank  (as  in  No.  1),  that  the  second  con- 
dition can  be  fulfilled.  If  the  wire  is  merely  bent 
into  the  shape  of  an  eye  (as  in  No.  3),  the  rough 
end  of  the  wire  must  cut  the  gut,  and  therefore 
an  eye  so  made  is  objectionable.  Those  with  the 
eye  brazed  on  are  preferable,  as  th3y  are  neater; 
besides  which,  there  is  a  flat  surface  on  which  to 


Another  thing  that  a  salmon  fly-tyer  has  to  look 
to  is,  that  his  flies,  when  made  and  attached  to 
the  cast,  will  swim   perfectly  steadily,  without 
swaying  to  one  side  or  the  other;  but  however 
well  they  may  be  made,  they  will  not  swim  right 
unless  attached  to  the  cast  by  a  good  knot  properly 
tied.    By  a  good  knot,  I  mean  one  that  is  small 
and  neat,  is  easily  tied  and  untied,  and,  last  but 
not  least,  one  that  will  hold  the  fly  securely,  and 
not  allow  it  to  become  loose,  or  swing  about  at  the 
junction  with  the  cast.    The  best  that  I  know  of, 
both  for  hooks  with  gut  loops,  and  eyed  hooks,  is 
the  one  flgured  in  the  illustration,  and  called  the 
"figure  of  8  "  knot.    Its  advantages  are,  that  when 
complete,  it  is  very  small ;  the  gut  has  to  be  passed 
only  once  through  the  loop  or  eye,  and  can  be 
undone  in  a  moment.    It  is  suited  to  all  sizes  of 
flies,  except  when  the  eye  is  very  large.  The 
illustrations  show  the  method  of  tying  the  knot  so 
clearly,  that  it  is  unnecessaiy  to  give  written 
directions.    But  in  all  cases  the  gut  must  be  first 
passed  down  through  the  loop  or  eye,  so  as  to  bring 
it  as  nearly  as  possible  in  line  with  the  shank,  when 
the  knot  is  puUed  tight.    To  tighten  the  knot,  first 
the  end  A  must  be  pulled,  then  the  line  B — the 
former  is  then  cut  off.    To  undo  the  knot,  simply 
push  the  line  B  steadily,  when  the  whole  knot  is 
loosened  at  once.    For  hooks  with  large  eyes,  or 
with  the  eyes  made  of  thick  wire,  the  above  knot 
will  not  do,  as  it  will  not  grip  the  hook,  and  with 
such  the  best  knot  is  undoubtedly  the  slip  knot,  as 
shown;  but  this  means  that  the  gut  has  to  be 
passed  twice  through  the  eye,  and  is  not  easily 
undone  when  once  pulled  tight.    On  the  other  hand, 


22 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  14,  1905 


it  is  perfectly  safe,  and  grips  the  hook  firmly.  When 
it  is  necessary  to  change  a  fly  attached  by  this  knot 
the  gut  must  either  be  cut  off,  or  worked  loose  with 
a  pin  or  stiletto. 

As  to  the  sizes  of  salmon  hooks,  there  are  two 
scales:  the  first,  or  old  one,  though  still  made  use 
of,  is  the  "Redditch"  scale.  The  second  is  the 
"New  Scale."  A  full-size  illustration  is  given  of 
hooks  up  to  5/0  or  19.  Hooks  are  made  very  much 
larger,  up  to  four  inches  in  length ;  but  the  figures 
are  sufficient  to  show  the  sizes  and  different  num- 
berings.  Although  this  is  a  book  on  fly-tying 
and  not  on  fishing,  it  Avill  not  perhaps  be  out  of 
place  here  to  advise  the  use  of  only  the  best  hooks. 
It  is  labour  thrown  away  in  making  flies  either  for 
your  own  use,  or  for  that  of  others,  to  tie  flies  on 
bad  hooks.  Sooner  or  later  at  the  river-side  there 
will  be  loss  of  temper,  disappointment,  and  disgust. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  all  materials  used  in 
salmon  fly  manufacture ;  only  the  best  should  be 
used, 

{To  be  continued.) 


"  TEOUT  FISHING  AND  SPOET  IN 
MAOEILAND." 


Feom  the  Hon.  Sir  J.  G.  Ward,  KC.M.G., 
Colonial  Secretary  for  New  Zealand,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  best  work  on  trout  fishing  in  New  Zealand 
which  has  so  far  been  written.  It  is  published  at 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  Wellington,  N.Z., 
and  is  written  by  Captain  G.  D.  Hamilton,  who  is 
evidently  a  good  all-round  sportsman.  The  book 
is  an  octavo  of  over  400  pages,  with  some  25 
illustrations  of  scenery  and  catches  of  trout,  and  a 
map  of  New  Zealand.  Detached  maps  of  the 
North  and  Middle  Island  and  Stewart  Islands 
showing  stocked  water,  railways  open  and  under 
construction,  roads,  tracks,  coastal  steamer  routes, 
etc.,  are  published  in  connection  with  this  invalu- 
able guide,  which  would  be  worth  its  weight  in 
gold  if  it  were  not  quite  so  heavy.  Captain 
Hamilton  says  in  his  introduction:  '-A  defect  of 
most  books  on  sport,  as  far  as  the  beginner  is 
concerned,  is  the  absence  of  explanation  of  details. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  remedy  this  by  going  into 
detail  as  much  as  possible."- 

Tkout  Flshing  Requires  Nerve. 

"Trout  fishing,"  says  Captain  Hamilton,  "is  a 
sport  which  to  excel  in  requires  more  cool  nerve 
than  any  other  I  am  acquainted  with  in  temperate 
climates.  Many  men  who  can  rush  a  horse  over 
a  big  fence,  or  shoot  well  with  either  rifle  or  gun, 
are  often  entirely  disconcerted  by  the  rush  of  a 
trout  at  the  minnow  with  which  they  are  fishing, 
the  fish  being  missed  in  consequence.  The  fact  is, 
there  are  far  more  trout  than  birds  missed  from 
want  of  nerve.  The  dift'erence  is  that  the  miss  of 
the  trout  is  not  so  noticeable,  being  in  the  water, 
while  the  bird  flies  away  in  sight."  I  should  have 
said  that  missing  birds  was  caused  not  so  much  by 
want  of  nerve  as  by  not  being  able  to  hold  the  gun 
straight — at  least,  that  has  been  my  experience. 
The  Career  of  a  Sportsman. 

The  author  of  this  capital  book.  Captain  G.  D. 
Hamilton,  says  he  bases  his  claims  to  be  able  to 
help  the  beginner  and  the  angler  visiting  New 
Zealand  on  the  fact  that  he  has  had  some  sixty 
years'  experience  of  trout  fishing  and  other  sport  in 
Britain  and  Maoriland.  He  knows  the  rivers  and 
lakes  well,  having  visited  practically  all  of  them, 
and  there  are  some  thousands  of  them,  measuring 
eighteen  thousand  miles  in  length.  What  a  paradise 
for  the  angler  Maoriland  must  be!  and  this  book 
proves  that  it  is  so,  and  will  be  so  more  than  ever 
in  the  coming  years. 

Captain  H.,  before  leaving  Britain  some  forty-five 
years  ago,  had  fished  in  about  a  hundred  of  our 
rivers  and  lakes,  in  fact,  had  fished  and  shot  from 
the  North  of  Scotland  to  the  South  of  England, 
besides  a  great  deal  abroad,  kilhng  game  from  deer 
to  partridges,  and  landing  nearly  10,000  trout,  and 
a  good  proportion  of  sea  trout  and  salmon,  much 
the  greatar  number  being  taken  with  the  artificial 
fly.  The  Captain  left  England  long  before  the  dry 
fly  came  to  stay  with  us,  and  it  is  dicidedly  amusing 
to  find  that  he  says,  "whatever  its  merits  under 
exceptional  conditions,  it  has  the  disadvantage  that 
in  ordinary  circumstances  the  fly  spends  most  of  its 
time  in  the  air  instead  of  in  the  water  "  ;  however, 
he  makes  amends  for  this  by  recommending  Mr. 
Halford's  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  although  he  must 
not  be  understood  to  endorse  the  uec  of  the  great 


number  of  flies  mentioned.  He  thinks  that  theae 
five  flies  are  all  that  are  needed  for  any  trout  water — 
namely. 

No.  1.  Bed  Hackle.— Light  brown  mallard  wing, 
yellow  silk  body. 

No.  2.  Hare's  Ear. — Turn  of  brown  partridge 
hackle,  hare's  ear  body,  light  woodcock  wing,  ijut 
together  with  yellow  silk. 

No.  3.  Black  Hackle. — Grouse  wing,  brown  silk 
body,  put  together  with  brown  silk. 

No.  4.  Black  Spider. — Black  hackle  tied  with 
brown  silk,  brown  silk  body. 

No.  5.  Hare's  Ear  Spider. — Brown  partridge 
hackle,  hare's  ear  bodj%  put  together  with  yellow 
silk. 

It  is  rather  a  curiously  "  put  together  "  lot.  The 
coloured  plate  shows  the  flies  on  eyed  hooks. 
No.  1  has  a  red  hackie  at  shoulder,  and  all  have 
short  whisks. 

Mountains,  Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Trout. 

Among  the  mountains  of  New  Zealand,  which 
vary  in  height  from  3000  to  over  12,000  feet,  are 
situated  large  lakes,  many  of  great  beauty,  and 
from  these  lakes  issue  in  all  directions  the  most 
magnificent  rivers  and  streams,  admirably  adapted 
for  salmon  and  trout.  Many  of  them,  although  not 
more  than  150  miles  long,  discharge  into  the  sea 
16  times  as  much  water  as  the  Thames ;  hardly  any 
of  them  are  navigable,  except  for  perhaps  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  coast,  and  fine  trout  are  caught  right 
down  to  and  in  the  salt  water. 

Many  of  the  larger  rivers  have  much  of  the 
character  of  mountain  torrents  oVer  the  whole  of 
their  course,  others  are  the  very  counterpart  of  the 
Tweed,  in  character,  length,  and  volume.  Often 
they  are  surrounded  from  source  to  mouth  by 
highly  fertile  country,  much  river,  and  more  fertile 
naturally  than  any  part  of  the  Tweed's  banks  or 
valley,  English  grasses  and  clover  reaching  to  the 
water's  edge. 

Nearly  all  these  Streams  are  Stocked  with 
Trout. 

The  country  is  a  network  of  pure-water  rivers 
and  streams  of  all  sizes  and  character — nearly  all 
are  stocked  with  trout  from  England  or  Scotland, 
and  also  with  rainbows,  the  latter  chiefly  in  the 
North  Island,  "  being  able  to  stand  a  higher  tem- 
perature than  the  other  trout." 

Fishing  Practically  Free. 
With  the  exception  of  small  portions  of  some  of 
the  smaller  streams,  the  trout  fishing  is  open  to 
the  public. 

Good  Sea  Fishing. 
There  is  good  sea  fishing  in  all  the  harbours  and 
tidal  river;  the  Kahawai  (also  called  the  Maoriland 
salmon)  takes  a  spinning  bait  or  grilse  fly,  and 
makes  a  good  run  for  it.  Often  plentiful,  these 
fish  run  up  to  31b.  and  4lb.  weight. 

Tackle  and  Equipment  for  New  Zealand. 

In  the  chapter  on  tackle  and  equipment  much 
ufeful  information  is  given  by  Captain  Hamilton, 
Messrs.  Hardy's  rods  being  highly  praised ;  the 
sizes  recommended  are  10ft.  medium  stiffness  for 
fly,  14ft.  stiff  for  minnow  and  bait,  and  14ft. 
lighter  and  more  supple  for  artificial  and  natural 
fly-fishing.  On  account  of  the  size  of  the  fish  very 
fine  gut  is  useless  except  upon  rare  occasions.  In 
addition  to  tackle,  hints  as  to  camping  out  require- 
ments are  given. 

Pumice  Grit  in  Rivers. 

The  water  of  the  streams  in  volcanic  districts  is 
usually  very  clear ;  in  some  of  the  lighter  pumice 
land  after  heavy  rains  great  quantities  of  pumice 
grit  and  lumps  of  pumice  are  carried  down  by  the 
streams,  and  it  is  of  little  use  fishing  until  this  has 
cleared  away.  I  remember  when  at  school  at 
Bonn,  on  the  Rhine,  after  floods  we  used  to  find 
quantities  of  pumice-stone  on  the  river  banks  near 
the  Drachenfels  and  the  Seven  Mountains,  and 
higher  up. 

The  Season  in  New  Zealand. 

The  fishing  season  begins  in  New  Zealand  on 
Oct.  1  and  ends  on  April  30.  Anyone  intending 
to  fish  the  whole  length  of  the  country  should 
commence  in  October  in  the  north  as  the  weather 
is  considerably  warmer  there  than  in  the  south, 
and,  working  south  as  the  summer  comes  on, 
return  to  the  north  for  the  finish  of  the  season. 
Bait  Fishing  in  New  Zealand. 

It  is  probable  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
the  larger  fish  are  killed  with  some  sort  of  artificial 
or  natural   bait— fly  being  reserved  chiefly  for 


smaller  fish.  Captain  Hamilton  gives  full  details 
respecting  the  various  baits  used  and  how  to  use 
them — for  instance,  the  cicada,  or  grasshopper,  and 
the  "  creeper"  are  much  used,  and  in  the  same  way 
as  here.    Lake  fishing  has  a  chapter  to  itself. 

Perhaps  the  Main  Featore  of  the  Work. 

But  perhaps  the  main  feature  of  this  most  useful 
and  interesting  work  is  the  long  fist  of  the  best  lakes 
and  livers,  with  particulars  about  them,  and 
the  suggestions  as  to  how  the  visitor  can  get 
further  information.  As  I  said  before,  this  is  the 
best  guide  to  fish  and  fishing  we  have  ever  had 
from  south  of  the  Equator.  It  proves  again  what 
a  paradise  New  Zealand  is  for  the  trout  angler.  ' 

R.  B.  M.\eston. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SCOTCH 
SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON. 


SALMON  HATCHERIES. 


The  Thurso  opened  to  salmon  anglers  on 
Wednesday  last  (Jan.  11).  The  Borgie,  Helmsdale, 
Halladale,  Hope,  Naver,  and  Strathy  followed  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  12.  On  Jan.  15  the  Tay  and 
Loch  Tay  open.  These  are  the  earliest  streams, 
but  it  will  be  some  weeks  yet  before  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  can  be  angled  on,  when  the  Dee, 
Spey,  Don,  Deveron,  and  some  eighty  odd  streams 
terminate  their  annual  close  time  on  Feb.  11. 
There  are  some  later  rivers  still,  including  the 
North  and  South  Esks  (Forfar),  on  Feb.  1(5,  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie,  and  a  batch  of  some  west  coast 
and  island  streams  that  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25, 
but  the  Tweed  opens  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  brown 
trout  season  all  over  Scotland  on  March  1.  The 
bulk  of  the  netting  stations  open  on  or  about 
Feb.  11.  Salmon  is  again  in  season  for  the  table. 
The  prospects  of  the  season  are  considered  exceed- 
ingly bright,  and  for  the  opening  months,  at  least, 
there  is  a  certainty  of  sport  being  got  from  the 
abundance  of  fish  forward  in  the  lower  and  middle 
pools.  Since  the  middle  of  December  the  run  of 
fish  on  the  Tay  and  Dee  has  been  quite  phenomenal 
and  highly  satisfactory,  and  recently  when  nettuig 
fish  on  the  Don  for  collecting  ova  it  was  quite 
surprising  the  numbers  of  spring  fish  found  in  the 
pools  for  what  is  considered  a  late  river.  Frorn  the 
Beauly,  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  Ness,  and  Spey  gocd 
reports  are  to  hand  as  to  the  fine  drawing  wateis 
experienced  since  the  middle  of  December,  and 
although  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  the  eating 
of  it,  yet  keepers,  watchers,  and  those  on  the  spot 
are  quite  sanguine  of  a  successful  oj^ening. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  good 
supply  of  ova  for  artificial  purposes.  These  are 
usually  obtained  from  the  far  inland  reaches,  unless 
from  gravid  fish  otherwise  detained  for  the  purpose, 
and  all  the  hatcheries  are  fairly  well  stocked  and 
doing  well.  There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  sis 
to  the  value  of  much  of  this  work,  but  in  the  mean- 
time, and  until  something  better  takes  its  place, 
half  a  loaf  is  bettsr  than  no  bread  at  all ;  and  on 
this  principle  everything  should  be  done  to  encour- 
age and  even  enlarge  the  hatchery,  especially  after 
such  a  disastrous  breeding  season  as  that  Avhich 
we  have  just  passed  through.  G.  M. 

[I  am  afraid  that  unless  some  proof  is  soon  forth- 
coming to  show  that  artificial  salmon  culture  is  of 
the  slightest  use,  it  may  be  necessary  to  get  a  law 
passed  making  it  illegal  to  take  eggs  from  salmon 
and  to  run  salmon  hatcheries,  as  being  not  only 
useless  but  positively  injurious  to  our  salmon  rivers, 
as  causing  the  destruction  of  milhons  of  salmon 
eggs  and  great  numbers  of  mature  salmon. — Ed.] 


Twisted  Wire  for  Pike  Fishing. — One  of  the 
principal  objections  to  twisted  wire  is  its  lack  of 
responsiveness  to  sudden  and  unexpected  strain 
owing  to  insufficient  pliability.  Messrs.  Farlow, 
however,  send  us  some  traces  tied  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston's  prescription,  which  are  made  by  twisting 
two  strands  of  Hercules  twisted  wire  in  opposite 
directions.  The  result  seems  successful.  The  two 
strands  give  each  other  mutual  support,  and  in 
conjunction  are  quite  pliable.  Messrs.  Farlow  also 
enclose  some  snap  tackles  of  Mr.  Marston's  pattern 
tied  on  the  same  wire.  They  are  noticeable  in  that 
the  lower  triangle  is  a  triangle,  and  not  two  big 
hooks  and  a  little  one.  The  outfit  ought  to  be 
strong  enough  for  Leviathan  himself. — Field,  Dec. 
31,  1904. 
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CONCEKNING  FLOATS. 


VIT.— FLOATS 


FOR  LIGHT 
FISHING. 


AND  FINE 


{Continued  from  page  5.) 

Mk.  Barrow,  of  5,  Don  View,  Mexborough, 
Rotherham,  sends  an  excellent  selection  of  floats 
of  various  sizes  for  light  and  fine  fishing,  from  a 
2iin.  peacock-quill  to  a  5|in.  goose-quill,  both  red 
and  black-tipped,  well  bound,  some  capped  and 
ringed,  others  with  one  cap  and  a  tapered  aperture 
for  the  Une  in  the  solid  and  rather  stiff  peacock- 
quill  near  the  lower  end,  one  or  two  similar  quills 
with  a  peacock-quill  plug  fitting  closely  into  a 
piece  of  goose-quill,  neatly  bound  at  either  end, 
and  used  without  either  caps  or  rings. 

Mr.  Barrow  is  well  known  by  anglers  in  Sheffield 
and  districts  adjacent,  has  made  floats  for  over 
thirty  years,  but  his  being  all  home  work,  he 
cannot  sell  them  wholesale,  and  he  supplies  his 
numerous  customers  with  plugged  floats  (no  caps  or 
rings)  at  2d.  each  (No.  4),  floats  with  one  cap  and 


and  clear,  contain  numerous  fish,  but  from  there 
being  so  little  cover  they  are  difficult  to  approach, 
and  I  have  lain  on  the  long  grass  and  seen  fish  nose 
my  small  red-tipped  float,  and  be  in  no  hurry  to 
swim  away."  In  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing  I  have 
seen  waterfowl  in  a  private  lake  near  Lincoln,  and 
although  I  repeatedly  peppered  them  with  stones 
and  nearly  killed  one,  they  persisted  in  pecking  at 
my  float  more  or  less  the  whole  day.  It  appears  to 
me  that  this  peculiar  habit  of  "nosing"  a  float 
by  fish  and  pecking  ditto  by  waterfowl,  does  not 
say  much  for  the  discrimination  of  either,  and  for 
this  reason  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was  sheer 
devilry  in  the  fowl  and  curiosity  in  the  fish. 

Mr.  Taylor  must  not  forget  that  fish  will  nose  a 


No.  1. — Float  Fishing  at  Half-Cock. 
No.  2. — Fish   Taking    Bait.     Float  Palling 
Flat. 

No.  3. — Fishing  Off  Bottom.    Float  Tip  almost 
Level  with  StnirACE  of  Water. 

=   Represents  strike  and  depth  as  desired.  ^ 

a  tapered  aperture  for  the  line  'at  the  same  price 
(No.  5),  crow-quills  at  Id.,  and  ordinary  goose- 
quills  at  the  same  price,  or  100  for  Ss,  With 
respect  to  colour,  he  says:  "I  have  used  red, 
white,  and  black-tipped  floats  according  to  the 
state  of  the  weather  and  appearance  of  the  sky :  if 
a  very  bright  sky,  a  black-tipped  float  is  more 
easily  seen,  and  is^  generally  used  by  practical 
anglers,  and  in  dull,  gloomy  weather  a  white- 
tipped  float  can  be  seen  better  than  either 
a  red  or  black  one,  more  especially  when  fishing 
at  a  distance  from  the  bank  (say,  seven  to  ten 
yards),  and  yet  how  many  anglers  have  I  known 
who  have  persistently  used  the  same  coloured  floats 
on  all  occasions."'  Mr.  Taylor,  a  friend  of  Mr, 
Barrow,  says:  "I  have  been  an  angler  ever  since 
I  knew  what  a  fish  was,  and  I  never  recollect  a 
single  instance  when  one  was  scared  at  a  red-tipped 
float.  For  instance,  the  drains  below  Doncaster 
are  out  chiei  angling  resorts  ;  they  are  very  shallow 


No.  4. — Plug  or  Long  Cap-Float.  Body  com- 
posed of  trimmed  part  of  peacock  feather, 
the  cap  of  hollow  goose-quill.  Length,  2i^in. 
when  fitted.  Length  of  body,  2|in. ;  length 
of  cap,  l|in. 

No.  5. — Float  with  Tapered  Aperture  at 
Base  for  the  Line. 

still  object  on  or  near  the  surface  that  would  scare 
them  if  it  were  floating  about,  and  I  still  think 
that  it  is  a  mistake  to  use  a  float  in  shallow 
streams,  at  all  events,  with  a  gaudy,  flaming  red 
bound  bottom  ring.  If  this  were  not  the  case,  how 
is  it  that  so  many  anglers,  old  ones  especially 
will  have  all  the  lower  portion  of  their  floats  black 
or  green,  and  any  colour  sooner  than  red  ?  Some 
of  these  anglers  know  a  thing  or  two,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  what  a  red  cloth  is  to  a  bull 
numerous  well-known  objects  are  to  fish.    Most  of 


the  waters  in  the  district  mentioned  above  are 
rented  by  the  Sheffield  Association  of  Anglers, 
whose  members  number  over  17,000,  and  I  need 
scarcely  say  arc  well  fished,  the  fish  wide  awake, 
and  the  very  finest  tackle  is  necessary  for  their 
capture.  Mr.  Barrow  says:  "To  describe  the 
various  floats,  methods  we  adopt,  water  we  angle 
in,  and  the  advantages  of  each  float  we  employ 
would  fill  a  volume "  ;  and  he  can  take  my  word 
that  I  quite  agree  with  him.  The  water  mostly 
patronised  by  Rotherham  and  district  anglers 
s  the  Keadby  Canal,  which  runs  from  Don- 
castor  to  its  outlet  in  the  Trent  at  Ridley,  a 
distance  of  eighteen  miles.  Its  average  width  is 
about  50ft.,  and  it  slopes  from  both  sides  to  a  depth 
of  7ft.  A  5Jin.  goose-quill  float  and  a  4iin- 
peacock-quill  float  are  the  most  suitable  for  rough 
weather,  being  both  light  and  buoyant.  When 
fishing  on  the  bottom  with  a  slight  draw,  and  the 
hot  catches  against  a  stone  or  weed,  these  floats 
do  not  drag  under  so  easily  as  an  ordinary  sized 
quill-float  would  in  the  same  circumstances.  The 
depth  one  should  have  the  float  depends  upon  the 
vagaries  of  the  angler,  weather,  and  the  fish,  and 
whether  they  are  feeding  on  or  off  the  bottom. 
When  starting,  the  method  usually  adopted  is 
what  is  called  fishing  at  "half-cock"  (see  No.  1), 
and  is  the  most  successful  in  catching  specimen 
roach  and  bream.  If  the  water  is  6ft.  in  depth,  the 
lowest  of  the  two  BB  shots  should  be  15Ln.  to  18in. 
from  the  hook,  and  7ft.  between  it  and  the  float. 
After  making  the  cast,  the  bait  and  shots  have 
grounded,  and  the  float  remains  flat  on  the  water, 
draw  it  gently  towards  you,  keep  the  line  taut, 
and  it  will  stand  at  half-cock ;  if  it  does  not, 
then  you  know  that  you  are  rather  too  deep,  and 
it  must  be  lowered  until  it  does. 

The  fact  is,  many  of  the  swims  are  covered  on  the 
bottom  with  flannel- weed  or  very  soft  mud,  and  if 
the  shot  is  too  near  the  hook  the  result  is  the  bait 
is  buried,  and  the  fish  have  no  chance  to  see  it. 
When  the  float  falls  flat  on  the  water  (see  No.  2), 
in  spite  of  many  anglers  saying  this  is  not  the  time 
to  strike,  but  to  wait  until  it  moves  off,  Mr.  Barrow 
holds  a  difierent  opinion,  and  says :  "  When  a  fish 
takes  the  bait,  or  moves  it  ever  so  little,  the  float 
generally  falls  flat  on  the  surface,  and  this 
the  time  to  strike."  His  floats  are  suitable 
for  either  still  or  running  waters,  or  for  fishing 
on  or  off  the  bottom.  Nearly  every  angler 
has  his  pet  fancy  respecting  the  weighting 
of  his  float,  and  how'  much  of  it  should  show  above 
the  surface :  one  will  have  it  an  inch,  another  half 
an  inch,  and  yet  another  nearly  level  with  it  (see 
No.  3)— they  cannot  all  be  right,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  many  of  them  guess  at  it,  and  never 
study  the  subject.  The  small  2|in.  and  Sin.  floats 
are  for  fishing  near  the  sides  of  canals  or  very 
shallow  drains,  and  one  must  weight  them  accord- 
ing to  what  they  will  carry,  either  for  summer  or 
winter  roach  fishing,  not  forgetting  to  take  into 
account  wind,  weather,  and  water.  The  rod  mostly 
used  is  a  two-jointed  10ft.  6in.,  or  a  three-jointed 
one  about  the  same  length,  hollow  butt,  a  3^in. 
ight  reel,  and  a  No.  0  undressed  plaited  silk  line, 
or  a  No.  1  for  rough  weather,  large  roach,  and  the 
chief  baits  are  stewed  wheat  on  a  No,  10  and 
gentles  on  a  No.  12  hook.  A. 
{To  he  continued.) 


THE  GBEAT  THAMES  BAKEAGE. 


The  writer  promoted  a  Bill  in  the  Parliamentary 
session  of  1902  for  an  alternative  scheme  for  the 
construction  of  a  barrage,  combined  with  a  railway 
tunnel  underneath,  from  Gravesend  to  Tilbury, 
connecting  Essex  with  Kent  and  the  railway 
systems  of  those  counties.  The  barrage  would 
hold  up  a  clear  fresh  water  lake  extending  from 
Gravesend  to  Teddington  by  shutting  off  the  tidal 
flow,  with  its  mud  in  suspension,  from  the  river 
estuary.  This  lake  would  extend  for  a  direct 
distance  of  33  miles,  or  of  46  miles  taking  into 
consideration  the  various  bends  and  windings  of 
the  Thames,  and  it  would  allow  a  navigable  depth 
of  water,  varying  from  65ft.  at  Gravesend  to  32ft. 
at  London  Bridge,  without  dredging  out  the  river 
bed,  as  proposed  in  the  late  Port  of  London  Billj 
The  normal  level  of  Trinity  high  water  would  be 
regulated  by  sluices  in  the  dam,  these  having 
sufficient  area  for  the  discharge  and  also  for  scour- 
ing the  bed  of  the  river  when  necessary. — James 
,  Gassy,  in  Public  Works  for  January. 
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A  NIGHT  ON  THE  LAKE  OF 
LUGANO. 


It  was  a  beautiful  night,  and  the  hot  air  was 
tempered  by  the  cool  evening  breeze  which  happily 
steals  over  the  parched  soil  of  an  Italian  summer 
about  the  time  of  the  "  venti  quattro,"  the  twenty- 
fourth  hour,  or  sunset,  for  Italians  put  their  day 
from  sunset  to  sunset,  or  twenty-four  hours.  At 
this  time  it  is  said  to  be  dangerous  to  be  strolling 
about,  for  the  sudden  chill  is  prevalent  of  cold 
and  catarrhs.    Later  in  the  evening  the  change  is 
less  apparent  and  less  dangerous  to  the  constitution 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  was  strolhng  on  the  quay  of 
Lugano,  and  chatting  with  a  local  fisherman.  I 
found  that  to-night  was  June  24,  midsummer  day, 
the  feast  of  San  Giovaimi,  the  opening  night  of  the 
Lugano  Lake  fishing.    Much  interested,  I  found  that 
their  style  of  fishing  was  a  most  novel  one  to  me, 
though  it  had  been  carried  on  for  many  generations, 
and  so  without  more  ado  I  made  my  arrangements 
to  join  their  party  at  midnight.    It  so  happened,  to 
add  picturesqueness  to  the  prosaicness  of  mere  money 
grubbing,  pot-hunting  fishing,  that  among  those 
assembled  on  the  quay  there  was  a  newly-married 
couple — fisherman  and  fisherman's  daughter — who 
had  elected  to  spend  their  wedding  night  in  a 
cruise  on--the  beautiful  moonlit  lake  in  the  cool 
night  air.    So  we  started,  five  boats  in  all — on 
one  the  newly-wed  pair  with  fishermen  friends, 
and  other  Peters,  Waltons,  Cottons,  and  Simple 
Simons  on  board  the  other  boats.-    We  drifted  out 
till  we  arrived  at  a  sandy  beach  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  lake,  the  only  sound  disturbing  that 
midsummer  night  being  the  plash  of  the  oars,  and 
the  tuneful  melody  of  the  bridal  party  singing  the 
dear  old  Itahan  "  Oanti  populari,!'  or  country 
ballads,  "Addio  bella  Napoli,".  "  Santa  Lucia,'5^nd 
so  forth.    And  the  old  inoon,  Diana  the  sports- 
woman, goodness  knows  how  old  she  is,  looked 
down  from  above  and  seemed  to  bless  these  fisher- 
men children — she  certainly  smiled  on  them,  I  saw 
it  distinctly  !    As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  our  sandy 
beach,  two  or  three  boat-loads  of  us  were  deposited 
on  the  shore  to  wait  developments.    The  other 
boats  then  vanished  into  the  blackness  and  mystery 
of  tlje  distance.    We  watched  earnestly  from  our 
beach,  and  then  we  saw  tiny  points  of  lights  on  the 
unruffled  lake  grow  larger  and  larger,  and  then  the 
boats  themselves  loomed  out  through  the  darkness, 
coming  nearer  and  nearer,   and  converging  in 
our  direction!     Faster  and  faster  they  came, 
larger  grew  the  lighted  torches,  which  we  could 
then  See  were  being  held  down  over  the  boats', 
prows,  and  then  on  nearing  the  shore  the  excitable 
fishermen  shouted  their  loudest  and  beat  the  sides 
of  their  boats  with  their  oars  as  they  approached 
our  shore.  But  before  they  could  run  on  to  the  beach 
hundreds  of  frightened  fish  leapt,  all  silvery  in  the 
moonhght,  on  to  the  sand  where  we  stood.  Then 
for  a  few  minutes  all  was  hfe  and  energy,  and  in 
these  few  minutes  we  had  picked  up  several  baskets- 
ful   of  a  shiny  fish,  called,  I   beheve,  Lupino, 
or  little  wolf,   somewhat  resembling  a  herring 
—a  species,   I   suppose,    of    dace,    but  flatter, 
and  averaging  about    ^Ib.    each.    After  much 
chattering  we  repeated  the  same  performance  on 
other  beaches,  and  then  the  summer  night  began 
to  wane,  and  Phoebus  showed  signs  of  ousting 
Diana.    And  so  we  ended  our  night's  fishing,  but 
the  good-natured  Italian-Swiss  fishermen  insisted, 
even  at  that  early  hour,  on  pledging  the  bride  and 
bridegroom,  and  the   "Inglese'.'   was   made  as 
welcome  as  if  he  had  been  Garibaldi  or  Savonarola, 
or  even  the  great  Mascagni  himself  (for  your 
Italian  is  musical  and  appreciates  his  Mascagni), 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake  on  a  stone  table  at 
a  little  country  "albergo"  we  drank,  in  wine  of  the 
country  (very  sour,  it  is  true,  but  pure  for  all  that), 
the  health  of  the  happy  pair,  St.  Antonio  and  San 
Pietro,  and  ended  by  drinking  the  health  of  all 
and  sundry. 

Then  the  Sun  burst  over  the  sleeping  lake,  and 
with  more  songs  and  merriment  we  brought  home 
our  fish  to  the  shores  of  Lugano  town,  and,  as 
Pepys  has  it,  "so  to  bed.'! 

R.  Waeeen  Veenon. 


A  FISHEE'S  GAELAND.'" 


NORTH  COUNTRY  ANGLING  SONGS  AND 
"NEWCASSEL  SANGS.'J 


"After  considerable  pressure  from  my  numerous 
angliDg  and  other  friends,  I  have  agreed  to  publish  my 
collection  of  poems;  The  activities  and  attendant 
wear  and  tear  of  a  busy  Quayside  life  do  not  assist 
much  in  the  cultivation  of  the  literary  or  poetic 
faculty;  and  the  verse  and  song,  written  during 
the  periods  of  hastily  snatched  leisure,  mostly  under 
the  nom  de  flume  of  '  Streams  o'  the  North,'  must 
be  looked  upon  as  the  outcome  of  an  angler's 
enthusiasm  rather  than  serious  literary  effort." 

Mr,  John  Harbottle,  the  author  of  this  latest 
addition  to  our  works  in  verse  on  angling,  then 
goes  on  modestly  to  say,  after  mentioning  other 
north  country  song  writers,  "  If  in  ever  so  small 
a  degree  the  fisher's  garland  of  this  volume 
contributes  to  increase  those  feelings  of  love  and 
enthusiasm  for  Northumbria's   hills,  dales,  and 


I  castle  and  Leeds,  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
In  his  own  town  of  Wyndale,  Gorbridge  -  on . 
Tyne,  Mr.  Harbottle  is  chairman  of  the  council, 
on  the  schools  department,  etc.,  so  that  it  will  be 
seen  he  has  full  excuse  for  saying  that  his  excursions 
mto  verse  have  been  made  in  periods  of  hastily 
snatched  leisure. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  Mr.  Harbottle  is  an 
angler,  and  of  the  fifty-three  summers  that  he  has 
seen  perhaps  only  the  first  three  did  not  find  him 
often  at  the  waterside.  He  made  his  own  rods  and 
tackle  when  a  lad. 

Mr.  Harbottle's  very  pleasant  little  volume  is 
adorned  with  many  attractive  illustrations,  which 
seem  to  fit  in  admirably  with  the  spirit  of  his  verse, 
a  leading  feature  of  which  is  the  love  of  his  native 
district.  Mr.  R.  J.  S.  Bertram's  pen  and  ink 
etchmgs  strike  me  as  being  very  clever,  and  though 
some  are  a  little  rough  that  is  characteristic  of  the 
country.  They  look  as  if  they  had  all  been  done 
from  Nature  with  a  loving  as  well  as  a  skilful 
hand.  One  is  of  North  Tyne  Head,  which  is 
placed  appropriately  at  the  head  of  Mr.  Harbottle's 


'  The  whale  has  the  thickest  skin  of  any  living 
creature.  Its  hide  in  places  attains  a  thickness  of 
fully  2ft. 


streams,  and  all  the  associations  of  a  noble  sport 
the  author  will  be  amply  rewarded." 

Mr.  Harbottle,  who  is  a  very  old  supporter  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  well  known  in  Northumbria. 
He  is  hon.  sec.  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation,  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  kind 
AT  kmgdom  ;  he  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Coquet 
Management  Committee,  a  member  of  the  Tyne 
Sahnon  Conservancy  and  Coquet  Conservancy 
Boards.  Mr.  Hj  has  been  in  business  on  New- 
castle Quayside  for  thirty  years,  and  is  a  partner 
m  the  firm  of  W.  Gail  and  Partners,  of  New- 


•  "A  Fisher's  Garland":  being  a  collection  of 
some  "Sangs  o'  the  Fishin',"  "Newcassel  Sangs  "and 
other  verse.  By  J ohn  Harbottle.  With  iUustrations. 
Crown  8vo.,  1 15  pp.  Leeds :  Chorley  and  Pickersgill. 
Also  to  be  had  of  the  Author  at  Wyndale,  Corbridge- 
on-Tyne.    Price,  3s.  6d. ;  edition  de  luxe,  10s.  6d. 


moving  verse  on  his  beloved  river.     Here  are  a 

few  lines  from  the  latter : — 

Drear  is  tha  heart,  no  pleasant  past  reca'ls, 

No  ivy  tendrils  clinging  round  its  walls. 

No  bright  green  spot,  no  sunlight  on  its  sea, 

No  memory's  land  where  it  may  wander  free. 

And  sad  my  own,  if  e'er  the  image  fade 

Of  those  fair  scenes  wherein  my  childhood  played. 

Where  all  the  joys  of  Jite  have  found  their  birth. 

And  spread  their  wings  around  a  Tyneside  hearth. 

Home  of  all  Northern  hearts,  my  Muse's  shrine, 

Once  loved,  still  loved,  the  dear  old  banks  of  Tyne. 

Here  is  a  good  specimen  of  Mr.  Harbottle's  verse 
from  his  lines 

To  MY  Old  Rod. 
Another  season  gone !  so  with  a  sigh. 
My  old  and  trusty  friend,  I  lay  the©  by 
Aad  say  farew«ll  1 
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The  Auld  Fisheb's  Crack. 
(From  Harbottle's  "(Fisher's  Garland.") 


Wcctwooci.BrLd55e:  Woolen 

S(From  Harbottle's  "Fisher's  Garland.") 


MOKTH  --ONE-  HE-AD. 
(From  Harbottle's  "Fisher's  Garland.") 


But  not  for  aye ;  for  in  a  little  while. 
When  spring  returns  to  greet  us  with  a  smile. 
We'll  have  a  spell. 

They  say  thou'rt  wanting  polish,  old  and  rough. 
But  what  of  that,  thy  heart  is  sound  and  tough 

The'  years  have  passed. 
Unvarnished  virtues  still  upon  thee  shine. 
And  deftly  still  thou'it  fling  the  taper  line. 

Aye,  to  the  last ! 

For  we  have  Icnown  the  shadow  and  the  gleam 
Of  fickle  fortune  Vjy  our  favouiite  stream. 

For  long  together. 
Tho'  modern  art  would  lure  me  from  thy  side. 
Yet  my  old  love  for  thee  will  e'er  abide 

In  foulest  weather. 

Probably  most  of  us  feel  sentimental  when 
trying  an  old  favourite  rod,  but  we  cannot  all  let 
our  sentiment  blossom  into  verse  so  pleasantly  as 
Mr.  Harbottle  does  ;  and  he  is  a  grand  hand  at  the 
north  country  dialect — perhaps  it  is  more  correct 
to  say  the  Northumbrian  dialect,  for  the  speech  of 
the  people  in  Northumberland  and  in  Berwickshire, 
for  instance,  is  as  different  as  that  of  the  people 
of  London  and  Aberdeen.  I  fished  for  a  month 
once  with  two  friends  on  the  Whitadder  and  neigh- 
bouring streams,  and  stayed  in  a  farmhouse  which 
was  most  comfortable ;  our  only  trouble  was  that 
we  could  not  understand  our  good  landlady's  talk — 
we  could  not  even  make  out  what  she  was  going  to 
give  us  for  dinner,  although  she  told  us  religiously 
every  morning  when  we  started  o£E:  but  as  we 
found  it  was  always  good,  we  did  not  mind  not 
understanding  it.  Here  is  a  sample  of  the  many 
verses  in  Northumbrian  which  Mr.  Harbottle  gives 
us  in  his  very  variegated  garland; — 

The  Auld  Fishek's  Crack. 
Come  in,  Tam  ;  sit  doon — get  yer  pipe,  gie's  yer 
crack  ? 

Sae  ye're  come  frae  the  fishin'  ?    Tak  the  creel 

aff  yer  back. 
Hech  !  man  !  but  it's  fu' !    Whar  the  deU  hae  ye 

been  ? 

That's  the  bonniest  basket  o'  troots  I  hae  seen. 
Did  ye  say,  wi'  a  heckle  ?  an'  the  watter  sae  sma'  ! 
Man  !  there's  nowt  beats  the  heckle,  it's  the  best 
flee  of  a'  ! 

There's  a  heap  of    new    fangelt    things  fleein' 
aboot. 

But  a  fine  sma'  black  hackle  will  aye  pu'  them 
oot. 

An'  if  a  bit  drumlie  I  try  reed  or  broon 
But  a  woodcock  is  sure,  when  a  flood's  wearin' 
doon. 

Here's  a  flee,  lad,  fra  Lunnon,  that  leuks  wee] 
indeed. 

An'  the  gut  ye  muntee  at  the  hole'  i'  the  heed, 
Nao  rough  about  that,  wi'  a  bonny  split  wing. 
»  *  *  »  » 

T  tried  it  yestreen,  for  I  thowt  it  look  smittle. 
But  the  auld  fashioned  troots,  wi'  the  new  flee 
were  kittle. 

Sae  I  gaed  back  again  ti  ma  auld  Coquet  flee 
An'  ti  it  I  shall  stick,  till  the  day  that  I  dee ! 

Mr.  Harbottle's  angling  songs  all  have  the  feeling 
of  fresh  air  and  the  music  of  the  waters  about 
them,  and  in  addition  to  his  own  he  gives  a  good 
selection  of  songs  from  other  north  country  singers ; 
these,  with  illustrations  of  local  angling  scenes  and 
celebrities,  add  much  to  the  attraction  of  this 
bright  and  pleasant  Fisher's  Garland,  which  is  well 
worthy  of  a  good  place  in  the  angler's  library.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  it  is  much  in  demand  in  the  north. 

B.  M. 


MOKE 


AETICLE  S 
MK.  GEEN. 


EE  0  M 


Under  the  title  of  "Fishing  in  the  Home 
Counties,"  we  hope  to  begin  a  short  series  of  illus- 
trated articles  by  Mr.  Geen  early  next  month.  It 
is  pleasant  to  see  how  well  the  book  has  been 
received  by  the  Press.  Here  are  some  extracts 
from  the  Globe,  of  Jan.  4,  one  of  our  leading  even- 
ing papers: — ■ 

"  An  Old  Angler's  Note-book. 
" '  What  I  have  Seen  while  Fishing,  and  how  I 
Have  Caught  my  Fish,'  by  Phihp  Geen  (published 
by  the  author),  is  a  most  delightful  work.  The 
author  is  evidently  one  of  those  anglers  of  whom 
Kingsley  wrote,  as  seeing  the  inside  of  nature. 
The  sweet  breath  of  the  riverside  permeates  the 
volume,  yet  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  prac- 
tical part.  The  author,  in  the  opening  page, 
modestly  says  that  what  he  writes  must  be  in 
'  the  simple  language  in  which  I  speak  and  think.' 

L2J 
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This  is  as  it  should  i  be  when  writing  of  the  country- 
side and  angling.  The  simpler  the  words  the  more 
they  appeal  to  the  lover  of  nature,  and  Mr  Geen 
has  thoroughly  carried  this  out  through  the  book 
without  any  laboured  attempt  to  create  an  effect. 

"  The  book  is  profusely  illustrated  from  photo- 
graphs, and  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  As  for 
the  book  itself  it  is  very  well  got  up,  printed  on 
good,  substantial  paper,  with  a  clear  type  which 
will  commend  itself  especially  to  those  whose 
eyesight  is  not  what  it  was  some  twenty  years 
ago.  Altogether  it  is  a  most  enticing  volume,  with 
the  merit  of  being  simple,  eminently  truthful,  and 
very  practical,  with  little  or  no  scientific  theories 
such  as  tempt  some  readers  to  turn  over  and  try 
another  page.  It  is  well  worthy  a  place  in  every 
angler's  library  as  being  one  of  the  best  books  of 
its  kind  that  has  been  written,  while  there  is  not  a 
dull  page  in  it." 


WANTED. 


I  SHALL  be  glad  to  hear  from  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  who  may  have  the  following 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  which  thev  will 
sell  :— 

Dec.,  18,  1880. 
Oct.  30,  1880. 
Feb.  19,  1881. 
April  16,  1881. 
July  23,  1881. 

Also  any  Volumes  1  to  6  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 
R.  B.  Makston,  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


"NOEWEGIAN  ANGLINGS  AND 
OTHER  SPORTINGS."* 


This  is  the  seventh  year  of  issue  of  Mr.  James 
Dowell's  excellent  and  charmingly  illustrated  list 
of  Norwegian  anglings,  etc.  Although  last  season 
in  Norway  was  pretty  bad,  we  had  no  idea  it  was 
quite  so  bad  as  Mr.  Dowell  very  candidly  admits — 
'he  terms  it  "truly  desperate."  The  following 
remarks  on  last  season  and  on  the  great  netting 
question  will  be  read  with  much  interest. 

"In  the  South  of  Norway,"  says  Mr.  Dowell, 
"  there  had  been  a  more  than  usually  heavy  fall  of 
snow  during  the  winter ;  while  in  the  Central  and 
West  Coast  (Trondhjem,  Namsen,  and  Northern) 
districts  there  was  a  shortage  in  the  snowfall. 

"The  South  of  Norway  tenants  suffered  for  a 
brief  period  from  too  much  snow-water,  followed 
by  a  long  drought ;  while  the  more  northern  and 
western  rivers  had  insuflScient  water  from  the 
beginning,  with  miniature  floods  from  time  to  time, 
hardly  affecting  the  levels  of  most  of  them. 

"Apart  from  the  unpropitious  climatic  conditions, 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  a  large  run  of  fish  on 
the  coast.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to 
know  that  not  only  in  Norway,  but  also  in  Iceland, 
in  Scotland,  and  in  Canada,  there  appeared  to  be  a 
marked  similar  scarcity  of  fish  on  the  coasts.  We 
know  what  a  disappointing  season  Scotland  has 
experienced,  and  therefore  Norwegian  anglers  can 
console  themselves  with  the  reflection  that  their 
own  poor  sport  has  been,  at  any  rate,  shared  in 
common  with  anglers  in  this  country  and  elsewhere. 

"At  the  end  of  a  season  like  the  past  one,  we 
hear  the  usual  cry  that  salmon  are  getting  scarcer 
and  scarcer  ;  but  at  all  events  the  existing  Nor- 
wegian Salmon  Laws  permit  in  most  places  of  as 
many  days  free  from  the  nets  as  should  be  neces- 
sary to  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  fish  a  free 
passage  to  the  river  mouths ;  in  fact,  in  this  respect 
allowing  greater  facilities  than  do  our  laws  at  home. 

"It  may  be  of  interest  to  give  here  the  testimony 
of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  'Lendsmen'  in  the 
Sogne  district,  who  proved  to  me  that  at  a  given 
place  in  the  fjord,  where  originally  there  were 
regularly,  say,  twelve  nets,  which  had  been 
gradually  increased  to  twenty-four,  the  netsmen 
found  that  they  could  catch  quite  as  many  fish 
with  the  original  twelve  as  they  had  been  obtain- 
ing with  the  two  dozen,  and  so  for  the  last  two 


*  "Norwegian  Anglings  and  other  Sportings," 
with  map  of  Norway  and  Sweden  ;  also  Dowell's 
list  of  estates  for  sale,  season  1905.  London: 
Lumley,  Newton,  and  Dowel],  34,  St.  James's-street, 
London. 


years  they  had  reverted  to  the  originafnumber  of 
twelve  nets  with  perfectly  satisfactory  results  as 
far  as  they  were  concerned,  thus  proving  to  my 
mind  that  the  supposed  unlimited  increase! of  nets 
is  not  conducive  to  profitable  working,  and  there- 


fore, in  their  own  interests,  the  netsmen  will 
hardly  go  on  increasing  indefinitely  the  number  of 
nets  on  the  coast  and  in  the  fjords. 

"  In  hardly  any  case  in  Norway  did  the  bags 


come  up  to  last  season's  records,  and  in  many 
cases  they  fell  lamentably  below — many  Jime-July 
anglers  returning  early  in  July,  deeming  the  con- 
ditions quite  hopeless.  It  is,  however,  to  my  mind, 
just  such  a  season  as  the  past  that  affords  an 


opportunity,  in  such  a  review  as  this,  to  look  back 
and  see  howi  things  might  have  been  bettered 
within  ireasonable  power  of  man  and  money,  by 
protecting  the  sporting  beats,  especially  from  the 
netting  oritrapping  in  fresh  water. 


"Taking  the  Stjordal  river  as  a  typical  example 
of  the  benefits  derivable  from  the  policy  which  I 
have  strongly  advocated  from  the  beginning,  of 
withdrawing  all  nets  and  protecting  the  riverin  its 


entirety  from  sea  to  foss,  the  following  catches,, 
obtained  upon  a  gi  ven  beat(Lerfold-Floren)  in  June 
and  July  by  the  same  rods  during  the  past  season, 
proved  that  even  in  an  admittedly  bad  season  like 
1904,  with  the  nets  and  traps  off,  the  catch  does 
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not  fall  appreciably  lower  than  the  admittedly  best 
of  four  seasons  with  the  nets  in  operation:  — 

Nets  in  Operation. 


1898 

1899  1900 

1901 

Salmon   

-75 

67  71 

Grilse   

21 

50  68 

Sea-trout  

13 

18  — 

Total  weight  .. 

.    13611b.    12251b.  17711b. 

9451b. 

Nets  Off. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Salmon   

.    ...  132 

168 

67 

Grilse   

.    ...  92 

54 

35 

Sea-trout  

.    ...  54 

23 

11 

Total  weight  .. 

.    ...     26201b.  30051b. 

15161b. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  taking  the  Orkla  River,  the 
short-sighted  poUcy  of  non-co-operation'  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  nets  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
river  has  met  with  its  reward  through  the  marked 
falHng  off  in  just  such  a  season  as  the  past,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  catches  as  enumerated  on  the 
Aarlivold  Beat: — 

1902       1903  1904 

Salmon   156         198  27 

Grilse    99  25  9 

Sea-trout    34lb.       471b.  91b. 

Total  Weight    27121b.    38751b.  6491b. 

"The  disappointments  of  1904 — and  they  were 
many — may  not  have  been  endured  in  vain  if  all 
those  interested  in  rod  angling  in  Norway  would 
only  take  this  lesson  to  heart,  and  co-operate  to- 
wards the  improvement  of  the  rivers  by  the  gradual 
total  withdrawal  of  all  nets  and  traps.  The  sooner 
this  can  be  effected  the  sooner  will  it  be  found  that 
the  policy  is^ the 'most  profitable  one  ultimately. 


"It  has  been  the  usual  custom  to  ascertain  from 
the  farmers  the  average  yearly  amount  obtained 
by  them  from  the  sale  of  fish  taken  by  traps  or 
nets,  and  to  pay  them  for  the  withdrawal  of  these 
nets  and  traps  accordingly.  If  the  farmers  succeed 
in  obtaining  good  catches  in  one  season,  then  up 
go  their  rents  ;  and  the  more  they  realise  that  their 
rivers  are  of  value  to  sportsmen,  the  more  they 
endeavour  to  exact  for  their  rights  of  netting  and 
trapping. 

"  Last  season  an  unusual  and  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity— which  may  not  present  itself  again  for 
many  years — occurred,  in  effect,  to  purchase  for  a 
number  of  years  the  most  important  netting  rights 
on  the  Lower  Orkla,  and  with  this  object  I 
approached  the  English  lessees.  The  support 
offered,  however,  was  so  sUght  that  it  was  per- 
fectly hopeless  and  impossible,  in  the  present 
position  of  matters  on  that  river,  to  go  further 
into  the  subject,  as  it  would  be,  unfortunately,  a 
a  case  of  improving  the  angling  at  the  expense  of 
one  lessee  for  the  benefit  of  many  who  would  not 
contribute  in  proportion,  or  who  refused  absolutely 
to  assist  in  any  way. 

"  That  the  Orkla  could  be  made  one  of  the  finest 
rivers  in  the  north-western  part  of  Norway  is 
beyond  doubt,  but  until  the  whole,  or  nearly  the 
whole,  of  the  anglings  are  controlled  by  one  lessee. 
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I  regret  to  say  that  the  entire  protection  of  the 
river  appears  to  be  a  remote  possibility.  This 
refers  more  or  less  to  the  Gula  river  also ;  through 
great  efforts  and  at  considerable  expense,  however, 
the  Norwegian  lessee  has  succeeded  in  getting  a 


Bill  passed  through  the  Amtsthing  (Local  County 
Council)  by  which  several  nets  near  the  mouth  of  both 
the  Orlda  and  the  Gula  will  be  ivithdrawn,  and  the 
free  passage  of  ascending  salmon  greatly  facilitated, 
to  the  benefit  of  sport  on  the  angling  sections. 

"It  is  impossible  to  forecast  the  state  of  the 
weather  in  the  coming  winter  at  the  time  of 
writing;  but  early  in  November  there  occurred 
heavy  snowstorms,  delaying  many  steamers  on  the 
coast  and  '  hindering  traffic  on  road  and  rail.  We 
must  wait  and  see,  and,  if  possible,  anglers  should 
endeavour  to  make  their  arrangements  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  start  according  to  the  indications — late  or 
early — given  in  my  weekly  telegrams,  received  here 
in  May  and  sent  to  all  tenants." 

The  angUng  visitor  to  Norway  will  find  much 
useful  information  about  close  times,  flies,  travel- 
ling, etc.,  in  addition  to  the  particulars  of  sport  in 
past  years,  and  the  beats  to  let  on  famous  rivers, 
in  Mr.  DoweU's  work,  which  does  great  credit  to  his 
enterprise.  We  have  often  heard  Norwegian  agents 
slated,  but  never  a  word  that  was  not  favourable 
with  regard  to  Mr.  DowelL  He  cannot  guarantee 
sport,  of  course,  but  we  are  quite  sure  that  any 
statements  he  makes  can  be  relied  on.  The  illus- 
trations and  the  whole  work  are  admirably  printed. 
Mr.  D.  has  kindly  lent  us  one  or  two  of  his  new 
onesj 


PEARL  FISHERIES  OF  CEYLON. 


The  most  famous  and  best-known  pearl  fisheries 
of  the  world  are  those  of  Ceylon,  and  from  the 
earUest  times  pearls  in  great  numbers  and  of  great 
value  have  been  taken  from  its  waters.  The  divers 
descend  to  a  depth  of  six  or  eight  fathoms  forty  or 
fifty  times  a  day,  aided  in  sinking  by  a  stone  fastened 
to  a  rope  long  enough  to  reach  the  bottom,  and 
carrying  a  basket  or  bag  in  which  the  pearl  oysters 
are  placed  as  collected.  The  greatest  depth  to 
which  these  divers  descend  is  about  thirteen 
fathoms. 

The  Ceylon  pearl  fisheries  are  now  under  the 
control  of  the  British  Government.  A  remarkable 
feature  about  them  has  always  been  their  imcer- 
tainty  and  intermittent  character.  For  fifty  years, 
during  the  nineteenth  century,  the  banks  produced 
nothing,  and  from  1837  to  1854,  and  again  from  1864 
to  1873,  no  pearls  were  collected. 

In  view  of  the  immense  importance  and  value  of 
these  fisheries,  an  effort  was  recently  made  by  the 
Colonial  officers  of  the  British  Government  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  these  barren  years,  and  also 
to  find  a  remedy  for  them ;  and  Professor  W.  A. 
Herdman  was  asked  to  examine  the  records  on  this 
subject  and  to  report  on  them.  Following  his 
report  came  a  request  by  the  Government  that  he 
should  make  a  personal  investigation  of  the  pearl 
banks,  and  with  Mr.  Homell,  an  assistant,  he  went 
to  Ceylon  and  set  about  the  work. 

The  first  step  in  the  investigation  was  to  make  a 
complete  survey  of  the  whole  sea  bottom  of  the  area 
of  ttie  pearl  fisheries.  This  was  done  partly  by 
sounding  and  dredging,  and  partly  bv^  the  aid  of 
divers,  Mr.  Homell  himself  doing  some  investigating 
in  a  diving  suit.  Thus  was  gained  much  informa- 
tion as  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  best  suited  to  t  e 
growth  of  tlie  pearl  oyster  and  of  the  dangers  to 
which  the  animal  is  exposed.  It  has  many  active 
enemies,  such  as  sponges  and  moUuscs  and  stir- 
fishes,  which  bore  through  the  shell,  fishes,  and  in- 
ternal parasites.  Yet,  on  the  whole,  the  destruction 
caused  by  these  agents  is  sUght,  compared  with  that 
caused  by  shifting  sands,  which  overwhelm  whole 
beds  of  oysters,  burying  and  killing  them.  A  bed 
of  oysters,  examined  in  March,  which  extended  over 
an  area  of  sixteen  square  miles,  was  covered  by  a 
vast  multitude  of  young  oysters  "  so  closely  packed 
that  the  bank  must  have  held  not  less  than  one 
hundred  thousahd  million."  In  November  of  the 
same  year  the  spot  was  revisited  and  the  oysters 
had  disappeared,  having  been  buried  in  the  sand  cr 
swept  down  a  steep  slope  outside  the  bed. 

Overcrowding  is  another  fruitful  cause  of  destruc- 
tion which  Professor  Herdman  suggests  may  le 
avoided  by  transplanting.  That  the  starfishes 
cause  much  dan  age  is  shown  by  an  example  given 
of  a  crop  of  oysters  estimated  in  March,  1902,  as 
five  and  three-quarter  mUHons,  which  had  nearly 
disappeared  by  March,  1903,  from  this  cause. 

Along  with  the  study  of  the  oyster  and  the  oyster 
beds,  were  carried  on  investigations  in  a  number  of 
collateral  subjects.  Much  light  is  thrown  on  the 
formation  of  pearls,  and  the  investigators  found 
that  only  in  very  rare  cases  is  the  nucleus  of  a  pearl 
a  grain  of  sand.  Boring  sponges  and  burrowing 
worms  lead  to  the  formation  of  pearls  or  pearly 
excrescences  on  the  inside  of  the  shell  by  the  irrita- 
tion which  they  cause.  The  largest  and  best  pearls 
are  those  which  occur  in  the  mantle  "  or  in  the 
thick  white  lateral  part  of  the  stomach  and  liver,  or 
even  secondarily  free  in  a  cavity  of  the  body." 
These  are  caused  by  the  secretion  of  concentric 
layers  of  nacre  about  the  dead  body  of  a  parasite, 
and  such  pearls  attain  their  greatest  size  in  oysters 
from  three  and  a  half  to  five  years  of  age. 

The  work  of  this  commission  will  be  continued, 
and  Mr.  Homell  will  continue  his  observations  as 
marine  biologist  at  the  Galle  Laboratory,  where  he 
will  undoubtedly  do  much  for  the  pearl,  sponge, 
trepang,  and  other  marine  fisheries  of  Ceylon. 

Accompanjring  this  report  are  many  descriptions 
of  new  forms  of  Ufe,  and  it  has  a  great  scientific"  as 
well  as  commercial  value. — Forest  and  Stream, 


First  fisherman:  "Why  do  you  come  to  this 
lonely  place  to  fish  ?  "  Second  fisherman  (sadly) : 
"  Because  I  like  solitude  and  silence.  I  am  a 
widower.  And  you  ?  "  First  fisherman  :  "  Because 
I,  too,  like  solitude  and  silence."  Second  fisherman : 
"  Ah  1  you  also  are  a  widower  ?  "  First  fisherman 
(more  sadly) :  "  Not  yet." 


ToRVET  Pool,  Aalbu  Beat,  Sundal. 
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SPOKT  ON  HICKLING  BEOAD. 


Mb.  F.  C.  Wylde  sends  u^'  a  photograph  repre- 
senting a  day's  fishing  on  Hickling  Broad,  taken 
by  himself  and  a  friend  (Mr.  A.  R.  Jones)  on 
July  24.  between  one  and  eight,  and  allowing  about 
two  hours  in  which  they  did  not  fish  owing  to 
having  to  seek  shelter  from  the  heavy  rain.  On 
the  following  day  another  ten  stone  were  taken. 
The  fish  were  mostly  bream,  all  over  2|-lb.,  and 
averaging  31b.,  with  an  occasional  3^-pounder,  also 
a  few  roach,  rudd,  and  two  tench  of  2Jlb.  each. 
There  were  also  some  perch  and  eels,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  photograph.  We  asked  Mr. 
Wylde  if  he  would  give  us  a  short  account  of  his 
successful  two  days'  fishing,  and  he  writes  as 
follows : — 

"We  were  very  late  in  the  day  (July  24)  making 
a  start,  but  the  fish  were  fairly  '  on,'  and  the  first 
day  we  started  with  two  hooks  on  our  cast,  and 
every  cast  made  at  first  was  productive  of  two 
bream  at  once,  but  the  strain  of  landing  was  too 
great  and  we  had  to  take  one  hook  off.  We  had, 
of  , course,  ground-baited  overnight,  and  we  used 
the, tail  of  a;  lob  for  hook-bait.  Our  ground-bait 
was  greaves  and  ibarley-meal  mixed  with  bDiling 


Mr.  F.iC.;Wylde. 


way,  and  is  right  alongside  the  dyke  leading  to  the 
Broad,  distant  about  one  mile  away,  and  we  can 
confidently  recommend  any  one  wishing  to  take  a 
holiday  in  this  district  to  write  to  Mrs.  or  Miss 
NeaL  They  will  obtain  every  comfort  and  the 
best  attention.  The  house  is  a  private^  one — an 
old  farmhouse— and  could  not  be  better  situated 
for  anglers'  requirements. 

"  We  used  a  light  boat  something  like  a  punt, 
which  we  used  to  punt  or  '  quant '  up  the  dyke  and 
across  the  Broad,  but  anyone  applying  to  Mr. 
Beals,  the  Pleasure  Boat  Inn,  Hickling,  which  is  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Broad,  and  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  Catfield,  can  obtain  any  description 
of  suitable  craft,  either  sailing  or  rowing,  or  to  any 
one  of  the  well-known  Applegates,  of  Potter 
Heigham,  south  of  the  Broad.  The  rates  are  very 
cheap  —  sailing  boats  from  15s.  to  about  30s. , 
according  to  size  and  description,  per  week,  and 
rowing  boats  from  about  10s. ;  or  Mr.  Riches'  Cat- 
field  Staithe,  might  be  able  to  accommodate,  and 
anyone  staying  with  Mrs.  Neal  would  readily 
obtain  Mr.  Riches'  permission  to  moor  and  keep 
their  boat  at  his  private  staithe,  just  alongside  the 
house.  Mr.  Alma  Nichol,  ironmonger,  Stalham, 
the  next  station  to  Catfield,  can  supply  tackle  and 
bait,  and  will  get  anything  for  anglers  if  ordered  in 


R.  Jones. 


PhotOibv} 


A  Day's  Catch  on  HicKLma  Bkoad  (Twelve  Stone) 


[R.  J.  Andrews,  Stalha/m. 


water,  and  made  up  into  balk^.  I  certainly  think 
that  had  we  been  out  early  and  fished  strenuously 
we  could  have- doubled  the  catch  easily — the  first 
day,  at  any  rate— as  the  fish  never  for  a- , minute 
were  oflf  the  feed,  and  again  the  number  of  fish 
lost,  with  or  without  hook  attachment,  was  not 
inconsiderable.  The  fish  were  weighed  at  Catfield 
Staithe  two  days  after  the  capture  of  first  lot,  and 
must  have  lost  considerably  in  weight — also  we 
knocked  ofi  a  very  generous  allowance  for  weight 
of  boxes  and  sacks  in  which  we  weighed  them. 

"We  had  several  fair  catches  later  on  in  the 
week,  but  the  weather  being  very  thundery  we 
could  not  do  much,  and  a  heavy  storm  on  the 
Wednesday  seemed  to  put  them  off. 

"  Long  casting  is  absolutely  necessary  (twenty- 
five  yards  or  more),  as  Hickling  is  very  shallow  and 
clear,  and  the  fish  will  not  come  near  a  boat.  You 
moor  with  weights  at  each  end  of  the  boat,  or  poles 
driven  into  the  soft  mud  and  the  boat  tied  to  them. 
The  tackle  we  used  consisted  of  rods — with  the 
'  bridge '  rings,  which  facilitate  long  casting— about 
twelve  feet  in  length,  optional  check  Nottingham 
reels,  containing  fifty  yards  of  soft  dressed  silk  line, 
terminating  in  a  three-foot  gut  cast  with  single 
hook  (No.  2  or  4  size),  globular  cork  float,  and,  of 
course,  landing-nets. 

"  We  stayed  both  this  and  the  previous  year  at 
Catfield,  care  of  Mrs.  Neal,  Staithe  House.  The 
house  is  situated  about  one  mile  from  Catfield 
Station,  Midland  and  Great  Northern  Joint  Rail- 


advance.  The  keeper  of  the  Broad,  Alfred  Nudd, 
who  collects  Is.  per  day  for  coarse  fishing,  and 
2s.  6d.  for  'jacking.'  and  also  looks  after  the 
shooting  rights,  will  give  strangers  any  information 
as  to  good  swims,  etc." 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  COEEIB 
DUEING  SEASON  OF  1904. 


SiE, — As  promised,  I  send  you  the  foUovnng 
catches  made  by  anglers  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib 
during  the  past  season  which  have  been  handed  in 
to  me : — 

Mr.  Philip  Briggs,  of  Moytura,  Cong,  vrrites  to 
the  following  effect:  "I  have  only  lately  become  a 
resident  on  the  lake,  and  have  been  very  heavily 
handicapped  in  having  to  learn  for  myself  the  best 
fishing  grounds  near  my  residence,  no  skilled  fisher- 
man being  available.  I  fished,  single-handed,  very 
regularly  (weather  permitting)  from  March  to  midde 
of  September,  with  the  following  result — namely, 
one  salmon,  Ulb.  (lost  four  more),  138  trout, 
weighing  1621b.,  and  twelve  pike,  651b.  The  trout 
were  nearly  all  caught  with  the  artificial  fly.  My 
best  day  was  on  Aug.  1,  when  I  landed  ten  trout, 
largest,  31b.,  which  was  full  of  May  Flies.  I  returned 
a  great  many  under  lib.,  whenever  I  had  sufficient 
for  my  wanto,  and  during  the  whole7year  did  not 
retain  8i?  trout  ui^der  Jib." 


Colonel  S.  H.  Banks,  fishing  from  May  23  to 
July  8,  caught  the  following :— Trolling,  twelve 
Salmon.  581b..  thirty-nine  trout,  65^1b. ;  casting, 
five  salmon.  25\\h. ;  and  dapping  wdth  the  May  Fly, 
126  trout,  87^1b.  His  best  week  was  from  June  6 
to  11,  sixty -four  trout,  weighing  52|lb.,  all  on  the 
dap  ;  and  his  best  day  was  on  July  7,  three  trout, 
weighing  18|lb.,  all  on  the  troll,  largest  trout,  9|lb. 
This  gentleman  had  never  dapped  before. 

Mr.  S.  B.  Doig,  fishing  from  May  23  to  July  8, 
caught,  casting,  fifteen  salmon,  72Jlb.,  and  three 
trout,  4Jlb. ;  trolling,  one  Salmon,  5^1b.,  and  forty 
trout,  361b. ;  dapping,  193  trout,  1461b.  His  best 
week  was  from  June  6  to  11.  eighty-one  trout, 
weighing  64|lb.,  and  his  largest  trout  was  S^lb., 
caught  on  the  troll. 

Mr.  J.  Hardiman,  fishing  from  May  30  to  July  8, 
caught  309  trout,  weighing  264ilb.,  all  on  the  May 
Fly;  and  from  July 9  to  Oct.  15, 149 trout,  186|lb., 
and  of  these  141,  weighing  175^1b.,  were  caught  on 
the  Harry  or  Daddy-Long-Legs.  His  best  week 
was  from  June  17  to  23,  ninety-one  trout,  weighing 
821b.,  his  largest  trout  was  41b. 

Mr.  H.  Gascoigne,  fishing  from  May  30  to  July  9, 
caught,  dapping,  135  trout,  weighing  163|lb.  His 
best  week  was  from  June  20  to  25,  fifty -six  trout, 
weighing  48 Jib. 

Mr.  G.  Du  Croz,  fishing  from  May  31  to  June  11, 
caught,  dapping,  sixty-seven  trout,  weighing  651b. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Coghlan- White,  fishing  from  May  31  to 
June  11,  caught,  dapping  and  trolling,  110  trout, 
weighing  1401b. 

Colonel  R.  Gaulfield,  fishing  from  June  2  to  25, 
caught,  casting,  three  salmon,  111b. ;  dapping,  one 
salmon,  51b.,  and  eighty-four  trout,  861b. 

Captain  E.  Anketell- Jones  writes:  "My  two  best 
days  were — June  7,  twenty-seven  trout,  weighing 
231b.,  and  June  8,  twenty-five  trout,  19|lb." 

Dr.  Hugh  Ker  writes :  "  As  on  reading  your 
communication  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  23, 
1904,  I  appear  to  have  had  two  better  days  "than 
you  record,  I  thought  you  would  like  to  know,  as 
it  is  only  right  the  excellent  sport  to  be  obtained 
on  Lough  Corrib  should  be  known.  On  June  5  I 
caught  seventeen  trout,  weighing  231b.,  and  on 
June  7  fifteen  trout,  weighing  171b.,  all  caught 
dapping." 

Mr.  T.  D.  Veasey,  fishing  from  July  19  to  Aug.  11, 
caught  forty-two  trout,  weighing  73^1b.,  dapping, 
and  remarks:  "I  could  naturally  have  increased 
my  number  if  I  had  kept  on  the  shallows,  but 
always  prefer  good  fish  to  small  ones." 

Mr.  R.  G.  Smith  and  Mr.  G.  Livingstone,  fishing 
together  from  Aug.  2  to  12,  caught,  dapping,  forty- 
one  trout,  weighing  561b. 

Considering  what  a  bad  fishing  season  it  has 
been  everywhere,  the  above  is  not  a  bad  record.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  many  other  good  bags  were 
made  but  have  not  been  handed  in  to  me.  With 
the  exception  of  the  first  bag  recorded  above,  the 
catches  reported  represent  the  catch  of  two  rods, 
especially  as  regards  dapping.  Mr.  Briggs'  bag, 
taking  everything  into  consideration,  is  excellent, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  with  the  experience  he  has 
gained  this  season,  living  as  he  does  within  easy 
reach  of  some  of  the  best  fishing  grounds  on 
Lough  Corrib,  that  his  record  for  the  coming 
season  will  be  a  record  one. 

The  lake  and  its  tributaries  have  never  been 
so  carefully  preserved  as  lately,  and  the  reports  of 
the  spawning  season  just  finished  are  most 
promising  for  the  future ;  never  within  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant  have  so  many  fish,  both 
salmon  and  trout,  been  seen  on  the  spawning  beds. 

For  the  coming  season  five  cups,  including  the 
challenge  cups,  are  offered  for  competition,  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  appear  later  on  in  another 
letter,  as  well  as  the  result  of  last  year's  com- 
petitions. 

Given  sufficient  funds  for  the  proper  preservation 
of  the  lake,  the  fishing,  which  is  free,  should  be  the 
best,  bar  none,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  many 
anglers  who  visit  the  lake  and  have  good  sport 
still  go  away  without  subscribing  anything  to  the 
good  cause. — Yours  truly, 

ScKOPE  B.  Doig, 
Hon.  Secretary  Corrib  Fisheries  Association. 


The  Queen  has  graciously  sent  a  gift  of  ten  brace 
of  pheasants  for  the  use  of  the  Royal  Waterloo 
Hospital  for  Children  and  Women,  of  which  Her 
Majesty  is  one  of  the  oldest  patrons.  The  Annual 
Court  of  Governors  will  take  place  at  the  Mansion 
House  on  Jan.  17,  at  3.0  p.m.,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Lord  Mayor. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  is  in 
good  order,  and,  despite  the  changeable  tempera- 
ture, some  good  takes  of  roach  have  been  had. 
Pike  have  also  been  feeding  well.  At  Marlow,  Mr. 
Skinner,  out  with  Cox,  the  well-known  professional, 
had  three  pike,  weighing  121b.,  101b.,  and  5^1b. 
respectively.  The  two  heaviest  fish  are  fairly 
good  samples  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Scott  has  had 
a'pike  of  61b.  from  the  same  water.  At  Staines  an 
angler  out  with  Hone  has  had  chub  up  to  31b.  9Joz. 
Several  roach  up  to  lib.  each  have  been  caught  in 
the  Wraysbury  district.  Sport  at  Kingston  has 
been  very  poor,  only  a  few  small  roach  having  been 
had.  Mr.  Chas.  Littlewood,  at  Datehet,  has  had  a 
good  take  of  roach,  and  Lumsden,  the  professional, 
on  Monday  afternoon,  had  eight  nice  roach,  nearly 
lib.  each,  by  ledgering  with  lobs.  Lumsden  on 
the  previous  day  caught  a  barbel  of  31b.  and 
some  good  chub.  Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe  and  myself, 
at  Datehet,  also  had  four  dozen  roach,  my  best 
fish  weighing  \\\b.  1  also  hooked  a  pike  of  about 
121b.  on  a  single-hook  paternoster.  I  succeeded 
in  getting  the  fish  to  the  top  of  the  water,  but  a 
terrific  plunge  of  the  fish  occurred,  and«  the  bait 
came  out  of  the  pike's  mouth.  The  point  of  the 
single  hook  I  then  discovered  had  turned  into  the 
eye  of  the  bait,  and  the  pike  was  not  hooked  at  all. 
As  the  paternoster  had  only  been  dropped  just 
over  the  punt, -the  hook  must  have  been  turned 
in  the  action  of  the  pike  taking  the  bait.  Luckv 
pike!  Artful,  too  !  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board,  in  the  place  of  Sir  F.  Dixon-Hartland.  The 
selection  is  a  good  one,  as  Mr.  Grenfell  has  always 
had  the  interests  of  the  Thames  at  heart  and  is  a 
first-class  sportsman.  Twice  he  accomplished  the 
feat  of  swimming  across  Niagara,  and  he  stroked 
an  eight  across  the  Channel.  But  in  spite  of  his 
devotion  to  sport,  Mr.  Grenfell  has  found  time  for 
politics.  He  has  represented  Salisbury,  Hereford, 
and  the  Wycombe  Division  of  Buckinghamshire 
in  Parliament;  w9.s  private  secretary  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  1885;  has  been  High 
Sheriff  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  Mayor  of  Maiden- 
head. Mr.  Grenfell  won  the  Epe'e  prize  at  the 
military  tournament  last  year,  and  has  three  times 
won  the  punting  championship.  He  acted  as  a 
special  correspondent  in  the  second  Suakim  cam- 
paign, and  has  published  a  number  of  articles  on 
sport  and  politics.  I  much  regret  to  have  to  record 
the  death  of  "Old  Joe"  Hammerton,  of  Parker's 
Ferry,  Surbiton.  "  Old  Joe "  had  been  ferryman 
there  for  forty-five  years,  and  has  taken  across  the 
river  many  anglers  who  wished  to  fish  from  the 
opposite  bank.  His  stout  old  frame  will  be  missed 
by  many.  Unfortunately,  he  was  knocked  down 
by  a  motor  car  npar  the  ferry,  and  died  three  days 
afterwards. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Another  of  the  few  remaining 
weeks  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  has  gone  by,  and 
little  if  any  improvement  in  the  way  of  sport ;  roach, 
perch,  and  jack  have  been  feeding  very  badly, 
although  two  of  the  last  named  fish,  both  weighing 
over  71b.,  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Lee,  fishiag  with 
G.  Vaughan,  has  taken  a  brace  of  chub,  one  of  which 
weighed  31b.  A  large  number  of  the  recently  turned 
down  trout  has  been  caught  by  roach  anglers,  one 
taking  as  many  as  ten  of  these  fish  during  an  after- 
noon's fishing ;  I  myself  took  six  on  Jan.  8,  all  of 
which  averaged  about  12in.  in  length ;  they  gave 
good  sport  on  roach  tackle,  and  were  carefullj' 
returned  to  the  river  again,  being  none  the  worse 
for  having  been  caught. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond). — Although  the  tides  have 
been  rather  high  and  strong,  some  of  the  anglers 
have  had  some  very  large  dace,  more  like  North 
Sea  herrings.  A  bank  angler  had  about  51b.  in  an 
afternoon. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  (Twickenham).- — Wednesday  Night. 
— The  river  is  very  bright,  but  good  bags  of  dace  are 
being  taken.  R.  Spong  has  been  averaging  over  100 
per  day.  There  has  been  some  good  roach  taken 
here  to-day  (.Jan.  11).  As  Tom  Auger  was  pushing 
his  punt  to  Teddington  he  stuck  his  pole  through 
the  head  of  a  21b.  barbel  which  was  in  excellent 
condxtion,  showing  that  barbel  are  still  in  the  tidal 
waters.  Prospects,  if  no  snow  by  Jan.  15,  should  be 
good. — John  Spong. 

Thames  (Weybridg'e),— There  has  been  very 
little  angling  news  to  report  from  this  district 
lately.  A  nice  pike  of  71b.  was  taken  on  Jan.  8 
by  E.  Roland  and  two  smaller  ones  by  F. 
Hammerton  and  T.  Mathews  fishing  with  T.  Strud- 
wick.  A  few  roach  have  been  taken,  one  weighing 
lib.  3oz. — Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 


Blackwater  (Maldon,  Essex).  —  The  waters 
during  the  patt  tew  days  have  been  in  good  colour 
for  angling,  but  little  sport  has  been  had.  The  high 
tide  recently  has  killed  a  large  number  of  fish, 
especially  pike,  from  Beeleigh  to  Heybridge  Basin — 
over  a  hundred  pike  of  various  sizes,  from  lib.  up  to 
71b.,  and  one  nearly  101b.,  have  been  picked  up. 
Roach  have  also  suffered  to  some  large  extent  from 
the  effects  of  the  high  tide.  1  siw  about  twenty 
anglers  yesterday  (.Jan.  8)  from  Ulting  to  Rush's 
Lock,  but  I  do  not  think  they  mustered  a  dozen  fish 
between  them.  About  half  a  dozen  were  pike-fishing, 
but  I  could  not  hear  of  one  pike  being  taken.  The 
prospects  at  present  are  not  very  promising  for 
sport. — F.  Keen. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).  —  To-day 
(Wednesday)  I  found  the  water  lower  than 
during  summer  level,  and  has  been  the  case  for 
three  months.  During  the  week,  on  picked  hours 
of  the  day,  several  pike  have  been  had  up  to  6|lb. 
But  by  the  locks  four  to  six  fish  a  rod  only  up  to 
31b.  each.  Just  now  these  are  plentiful.  Live 
baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — Angling 
is  rather  "  patchy,"  the  weather  and  water  being 
scarcely  for  a  dozen  hours  alike.  Frost,  thaw,  fog, 
rain,  gales,  and  tides  of  unprecedented  height  make 
roach  and  perch  very  fickle  in  their  feeding,  and  the 
frequent  frosts  keep  the  water  remarkably  clear, 
and  of  course  very  much  chilled  with  melting  ice 
from  the  small  broads  and  lay-byes.  Pike  fishing 
is  decidedly  quiet  on  the  public  waters,  only  one  or 
two  small  fish  from  time  to  time  having  come  to 
my  notice.  In  the  upper  waters  I  found  roach  verj' 
slack  at  Christmas  time,  and  since  then  we  have 
had  two  gales  of  great  violence,  which  have  caused 
tremendous  up  river  tides,  holding  back  the  river 
below  the  lock  from  Coltishall,  and  flooding  the 
meadows,  but  adding  no  colour  to  the  water. 
Roach  and  perch  are  now  in  grand  condition,  and 
if  only  we  could  get  some  mild,  settled  weather  after 
two  or  three  days'  good  rain,  sport  with  them  would 
be  excellent.  Paste  for  roach  and  small  red  lobs 
fur  perch  will  be  found  best,  ground  baiting  with 
bread  and  bran  and  a  few  chopped  worms,  and  fine 
gut  paternosters  with  two  hooks  are  particularly 
recommended  as  killing  fish  much  more  freely  than 
float  tackle,  if  there  is  a  moderate  stream.  Weather 
cold,  wind  rising  from  W.N.W.,  and  prospects  only 
moderate. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeterl. — Some  perch,  roach, 
and  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe  at  St- 
David's,  Cowley,  and  Exwick  respectively,  and  in 
the  canal  some  pike  have  been  taken  at  the  Lime- 
kilns and  perch  at  Topsham  and  Turf,  also  a  few 
roach,  but  the  weather  has  been  dead  against  big 
scores.  Some  herrings  have  been  caught  at  Ex- 
mouth,  Teignmouth,  and  Start  Point,  and  pollack 
and  a  few  school  bass  at  Exmouth  Pier. — Red 
Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.  —  No  improvement  is 
reported  in  sport,  which  has  been  very  dull.  The 
unsettled  weather  and  high  winds  have  quite  spoUt 
roach  fishing.  The  water  is  in  condition  for  pike, 
chub,  and  perch  fishing,  but  too  clear  for  the  roach, 
and  some  warm  rains  would  be  welcome. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugrtir  and  Axxow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  a  fair  level  for  fishing,  and 
would  suit  grayling,  but  the  weather  this  week  has 
been  so  rough,  with  gales  of  wind  and  some  rain  and 
hail,  that  anglers  have  not  ventured  out  with  the 
wind  in  the  east.  The  grayling  have  been  moving 
at  midday,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  had,  and 
as  more  rain  threatens,  the  prospects  for  next  week 
are  very  doubtful.    Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  in 
perfect  condition  for  anglers  generally,  and  those 
who  don't  mind  a  little  wind  are  pretty  sure  of 
getting  good  fish,  now  that  all  the  rushes  and  weeds 
are  gone,  and  we  have  got  a  very  good  head  of 
water,  too.  Fish  are  simply  waiting  for  someone 
to  come  along  with  the  alluring  bait,  but  this  week 
anglers  have  been  afraid  of  the  wind,  I  think. — 
Scard. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — During  the  past  week  angling  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  been  pursued  under  difficulties, 
as,  although  the  rivers  continue  in  very  fair  con- 
dition, the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  with 
occasional  showers  of  rain  and  sleet.  The  wind, 
too,  has  been  very  cold  and  piercing,  with  gales 
from  the  north-west,  and  early  in  the  week  the 
higher  of  the  Welsh  mountains  were  covered  with 


Pike  Tackle.— The  Harrogate  Spinner  has  given  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  thousands  of  Anglers  ;  kills  fish  when  no  other 
bait  win.  Is.  9d.  each.  Preserved  Xatural  Baits,  Is.  6d.  per 
bottle.  The  Westennan  Spinner,  for  natural  or  preserved  bait,  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Yorkshire  pike  fishers.  Is.  each.  Spin- 
ning Traces,  6d.  and  Is.  Live  Bait  Traces,  4d.  Jardine  Snaps,  3d. 
Strongest  Salmon  Gut  Traces,  Is.  6d.  All  iwst  free.— J.  E.  MiLLEK, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds.   Telegrams,  ' '  Piscator,  Leeclx. " 


snow.  Coarse  fish  continue  to  afford  the  best 
.sport,  and  trolling  for  pike  has  been  fairly  succe.^a- 
ful,  but  very  few  grayling  have  been  taken  owing 
to  the  unfavourable  surroundings. — Vyrvwy. 

Stour  (Bares,  Suffolk). — Sport  has  been  very 
steady  during  the  holidays,  the  weather  having 
been  very  changeable.  The  water  is  still  a  good 
colour,  if  anything  rather  clear,  and  roach  during 
the  last  few  days  have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  one 
or  two  anglers  who  have  been  out  having  had  some 
decent  bags,  and  roach  upwards  of  lib.  each.  Jack 
have  been  feeding  slowly,  nothing  I  have  heard  of 
being  over  41b.  Gentles  or  brandlings  the  best 
baits  for  roach. — W.  F.  Bainbridge. 

Snssex  Rirers  and  Chiche«ter  Canal. — 
The  week's  weather  has  been  adverse  to  sport,  and 
the  water-side  sloughs  of  despond.  But  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  nothing  has  been  notified  me 
worth  recording.  No  news  from  the  Ouse  or  Adur, 
and  at  Chichester  canal  fish  seem  quite  off  feed. 
The  water  has  been  lowered  to  allow  of  repairs  to 
banks  and  drains.  Finer  weather  is  needed  ere  we 
hope  for  sport. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  '|jndlow>, — The  water  has  gone  down,  is 
clear,  and  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing,  but 
sport  has  been  hmited.  Some  good  lots  of  coarse 
fish  have  been  caught,  but  very  few  grayling; 
some  frost  is  wanted.  The  121b.  pike  taken  last 
week  was  just  being  prepared  for  dinner  when  a 
gentleman  sent  and  gave  £1  for  it,  to  have  it  pre- 
served. Pike  have  been  on  the  feed  a  little  better 
this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  water  is 
running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad,  strong 
gales  of  wind  with  rain  and  hail  have  been  had,  and 
anglers  have  not  ventured  out,  and  the  weather  is 
still  unsettled;  more  rain  threatens,  and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  sport  being  had  until  the  weather 
settles.  Little  fishing  done  in  this  part  this  week. — 
Worcester. 

Torcrosa  Ley. — Weather  fine,  water  in  splendid 
condition.  Pike  and  rudd  are  fairly  well  on  the 
feed,  and  although  there  are  millions  of  perch  in 
the  Lev  none  has  been  caught  for  some  weeks. 
On  Jan'  8  Mr.  Hornsby  caught  a  lot  of  rudd  and 
three  pike,  and  on  Jan.  9  he  caught  a  fine  lot  of 
rudd  and  five  pike  under  three  and  a  half  hours.  — 
Wm.  Vickery. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent.  Oi>«e 
etc.  (Torks)  — There  has  been  a  variety  of  weather 
during  the  last  few  days,  gales  and  bad  weather 
generallv  keeping  anglers  at  home.  On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  very  few  anglers  were  out, 
owing  to  the  rough  weather.  On  Monday  a  lot  of 
snow  fell  in  \oredale,  Swaleda'e,  Coverdale, 
AMiarfedale,  and  Nidderdale.  At  night  there 
was  a  keen  frost,  consequently  on  Tuesday  it 
was  a  typical  grayling  and  pike  day,  and  the  few 
anglers  "who  were  out  did  fairly  well.  Wednesday 
the  weather  took  a  decided  change  of  rain,  hail, 
and  snow,  which  has  kept  anglers  away.  The 
Wharfe  has  beenfairlyhigh.  Very  few  rods  out  on  the 
upper  reaches.  A  few  pike  fishermen  out  in  the  lower 
reaches,  not  any  great  quantity  being  caught.  Jlr. 
Almond  landed  one  weighing  6lb.,  caught  with  spin- 
ning a  sprat,  the  same  ,  angler  missed  others.  The 
Swale  has  been  fairly  high  ;  a  few  anglers  have  done 
fairly  well  amongst  the  grayling  at  Easeby,  Catterick 
Bridge,  and  Ainderby.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  Nidd,  but  sport  has  been  quiet.  The 
Rye  and  Derwent  have  been  in  fair  trim.  On  the 
Rye  a  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  sport  amongst 
the  grayling  has  been  fair.  The  Leeds  anglers  are 
now  making  a  new  departure — a  club  has  been 
formed  with  regard  to  sea  fishing.  A  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Fleece  Hotel.  Ruben-street,  on  Jan.  10. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  Leeds  Sea  Angling  Society 
be  formed,  which  was  carried.  About  thirty 
members  have  joined.  The  following  were  elected 
for  the  officers: — President,  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Messrs.  Bannister  and  Miller  ;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  W.  Grant ;  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Webb ; 
Committee,  Messrs.  Thomas,  Cornish,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Varo,  Green,  Rhodes,  Atkinson,  and 
Watson.  The  meetings,  first  :Monday  in  every 
month;  entrance.  Is.,  annual  subscription,  os. 
Prospects  are  only  poor  at  present.  GrayUng 
are  yet  in  fine  condition.  Sport  will  not  improv-e 
until  there  is  some  settled  weather. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — The  prospects  for 
the  salmon  fishing  this  season  are  very  good  ;  the 
weather  for  the  last  fortnight  has  been  mild  and 
open,  with  rain  and  occasional  fioods,  and  quite  a 
nixmber  of  clean  fish  have  already  been  seen,  so 
that  the  prospects  for  the  opening  day  on  the  Lyon 
are  good. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — With  the  oening  of  the 
salmon  angling  season  on  the  Thurso,  Helmsdale,  and 
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Now  is  the  Time  to  send  your  Rods  to  be  Overhauled, 

Repaired,  and  Varnished. 

Workshops:  i5,   BASNETT  STREET. 

A  LARGE  STOCK  OF  SEASONED  GREENHEART,  ASH,  LANCEWOOD  SUITABLE 

FOR  NEW  TOPS,  MIDDLE  JOINTS,  AND  BUTTS. 
Po]?cela,ixi  Rin^s  fitted  to  Rods  if  x-equir-ed. 

H.  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool. 

ESTABLISHEID  XS19. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Ten  Gold  and  Px>ize  IVTedals  Awarded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone-No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— DONALD  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


GRAYLING  FISHING. 


ONE  ROD  TO  LET 

on  a  good  stretch  of  strictly  Preserved 
Water  (Herefordshire).  —  Apply, 
Frbdbbic  Hughes,  Architect,  Worcester. 


G- z:  znT     X.  x:  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEKSGILL,  ii,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Supplied  to  the  Troapt  in  S.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded,  I'iBheries 
Sxliibition,  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  Ac. 
3d.,  ed.,  l/f,  1/6  p»  BOX. 
2  "stamps".    PHOTTT,  36.  Beak  St.,  London,  W. 


Sample  per  post 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

76,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


No  te  A  (Idress — 

FORD,  GAISTOR 


SPECIAL  LINES 

IN  COARSE  FISH. 


From  the  Great  Nortli  Sea  Fishing  Port 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWEJTOFT. 

A.  HORREX,  Fi«h  Merchant, 
177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Pish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  2s.  6d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  half 
dry  required. 

*«*  The  Editor  of  tlie  "Fishing  Gazette"  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Horrex's  Fish  will  be  dis- 
appointed.. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow^ 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Readt  for  Use. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading, 
TROUT  for  Bivers  and  Streams. 
TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 
TROUT  for  Stocking  Ponds. 
Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manager. 


Samples,  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  ]/-, 
or  one  tin,  4(1, 


CLARKE  &  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


MuDiE's  Library 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  opened  at  any  date 
for  THREE,  SIX,  &  TWELVE  Months. 

Town  Subscpiptions,  21/-  yearly. 
Books  of  past  Seasons,  10/6  yearly. 

FOREIGN  BOOKS  a.re  available  on 
ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Terms  for  COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST,  sent  on  application. 


SURPLUS  BOOKS 

AND 

NEW  REMAINDERS 

OFFERED  AT  GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES. 

A  NEW  LIST,  now  ready,  contains 
Popular  Works  on  SPORT,  TRAVEL, 
BIOGRAPHY,  and  FICTION.  Sent 
post  free  on  application  to 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.C.) 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.  LONDON. 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C.J 


I'rout  Fishing  (private  Louffh),  good  Sea  Fishing, 
Sailing,  Boating,  and  Bathing  (shore  50  yards 
from  house),  1,0U0  acres  of  good  rough  Shooting. 
Situated  in  the  loveliest  part  of  Connemara,  near 
Kyleniore  ;  (i  miles  from  station  (16  hours  from 
Euston).  English  Gentleman  (59)  is  desirous  of 
receiving  in  his  comfortable  Private  House,  one 
or  two  congenial 

PAYING  GUESTS. 

Billiards,  Piano,  Gramophone,  &c.  Terms  strictly 
moderate  and  inclusive;  references.— "  HoLMS- 
LEY,"  Koss  Dhu,  Moyard,  Letterfrack,  co.Galway. 

WANTED 

(Preferably  on  tlie  River  Wye), 

FIRST  CLASS  WET  FLY  AND  SOME 
LSALMON  FISHING 

From  July  10  to  September  .30,  with 
moderate-sized  house  and  stables.  Rent 
up  to  500  guineas.  Most  careful  tenant. 
Address  "  N,"  care  of  The  Social  Bureau, 
30,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  RSHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 
Ova,  Pry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds. 
RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 

For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply: 
Theo.  P.  Tbacy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 
H.  JOHNSON'S   Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/6  ;  50  yards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 155,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Every  number  of  "  The  Pitb- 

LISHERS'  CKCULAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD  " 

(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan'3  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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some  other  highland  streams,  a  considerable  interest 
has  beeniawakened  in  the  prospects  of  the  coming 
season  in  the  batch  of  rive/s  that/f  ollow  some  weeks 
hence,  including  the  Dee,  Spey,  Beauly,  Ness,  etc. 
As  far  as  the  Dee  is  concerned  the  prospects  could  not 
be  better  at  this  early  date,  and  the  chances  are  that 
the  opening  months  will  be  prolific  of  sport  well  up 
in  the  head  waters.  Fish  have  been  running  freely 
since  the  middle  of  December,  and  especially  during 
the  Christmas  and  New  Year  weeks.  The  gale  of  last 
week  sent  them  oft  the  coast  for  the  nonce,  since  then 
the  weather  again  hardened  and  is  fairly  favourable. 
A  slight  snowstorm  has  prevailed  since  Sunday,  and 
a  good  fair  downfall  has  taken  place  in  the  higher 
glens.  On  the  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  Ugie  and  such 
like,  prospects  of  early  fish  being  forward  in  num- 
bers are  not  reassuring.  The  late  spawners  have 
hardly  been  got  rid  of,  and  little  can  be  said  as  yet 
what  the  opening  prospects  may  be.  The  Ythan  and 
Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25,  so  that  much  may 
happen  before  then.  The  Don  Fishery  Board 
officials,  assisted  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Aberdeen 
Salmon  Company,  have  been  busy  salving  the  ova 
from  fish  which  would  otherwise  have  been  lost. 
Some  milUons  of  ova  have  been  deposited  in  the 
side-streams  during  the  past  fortnight. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — In  the  early  part  of  the 
week  the  weather  was  intensely  cold  and  consider- 
able snow  fell.  No  coarse  fishing  was  practicable 
this  week.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  has  been  postponed.  That  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  shortly.  A  very 
favourable  spawning  season  is  reported  from  the 
preserved  waters  of  the  latter.  The  Glens  of 
Antrim  rivers,  the 'Lagan  and  some  smaller  streams 
on  the  east  coast  of  Antrim  open  on  Feb,  1. — J.  A.B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  for  the 
past  few  days  has  been  wild  and  showery,  though 
still  rather  favourable  for  ascending  fish.  The 
Weir  fishing  has  been  productive  of  fair  results, 
and  the  fish  had  were  all  of  a  good  size,  running 
from  121b.  to  201b.  Spawning  is  now  practically 
over,  and  the  constabulary  stationed  at  the  pro- 
tection posts  on  the  River  Cummeragh  (the 
principal  spawn^g  river  in  this  district)  have 
returned  to  their  respective  stations.  The  pros- 
pects for  the  angling  which  opens  on  February  1 
have  not  been  better  for  some  years  at  this  time. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (muUingar). — - 

The  spawning  season  in  the  tributaries  of  these 
lakes  is  a  record  one,  as  during  an  experience  of 
twenty  years  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  the 
wonderful  numbers  of  salmon  and  trout  which  at 
the  present  time  have  crowded  into  the  streams.  I 
have  always  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  these  fish,  and  during  the  past  week 
I  have  had  communications  from  all  the  water 
bailiffs  employed  by  the  Westmeath  Society  begging 
of  me  to  come  and  see  sights  which  one  particular 
watcher  said  would  "  gladden  my  heart."  The 
angling  on  these  lakes  for  some  years  has  not  been 
good,  and  still  the  fish  are  there.  With  every  river 
teeming  with  fish,  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  a 
small  band  of  fourteen  men  to  watch  day  and  night, 
and  with  the  remuneration  none  too  good.  It  is 
true  the  R.I.  Constabulary  are  giving  great  help, 
but  it  is  reported  that  our  rulers  contemplate 
reducing  the  staff  very  considerably,  which  is 
another  of  the  big  blunders  made  in  recent  times. 
Otters  are  getting  numerous,  rather  too  much  so, 
and  I  have  seen  many  splendid  salmon  and  trout 
killed  by  them  within  the  last  few  days.  On  Jan.  9 
one  of  the  men  brought  me  a  magnificent  fish 
which,  judging  from  the  part  not  eaten,  must  have 
been  201b.  or  251b.  in  weight.  Trout  in  numbers 
are  being  destroyed. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Sarrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  angling  continues 
suspended  here  owing  to  wild, weather  and  a  rough 
sea.  When  the  weather  gets  favourable,  a  few 
local  anglers  will  go  out  trying  for  pollack  and 
whiting.  The  nets  had  some  good  takes  of  herrings 
in  the  district  recently. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  winds  and  heavy 
swell  lately  nothing  has  been  done  with  rod  and 
line  fishing,  but  sprats  have  shown  up  well. 
Should  any  angling  gentlemen  wish  to  try  their 
luck  this  week-end,  tides  will  suit  for  all  day  fishing 
towards  the  S.W.  Buoy  of  the  Goodwins.- — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — Though  the  pier  has  been 
well  patronised  by  anglers  of  both  sexes  lately, 
general  results  have  been  far  from  satisfactory. 
Whiting  have  been  taken  occasionally,  but  all  were 
in  very  poor  condition,  and  the  codling  have 
afforded  but  limited  sport,  a  few  dabs  and 
pouting  serving  to  make  up  the  total.  Dm-ing 
the    extraordinary    tide    which    prevailed  on 


Saturday,  Jan.  'V, 'Messrs."' Black,'Bryen,  Young, 
Tress,  Edgar,  Norman,  Chapman,  Glennie,  Dun- 
stone,  Burton,  and  Mrs.  Dodd  fished  for  some 
hours  from  the  upper  deck,  the  lower  one'  being 
submerged  for  several  feet  during  the  top  of  the 
tide,  but  only  a  few  codling  were  caught.  Matters 
improved  somewhat  on  the  following  day,  the  water 
being  then  in  good  condition,  and  Messrs.  Baker, 
Sprcer,  Glen,  and  Baum  each  secured  a  decent  bag 
in  the  evening.  A  strong  force  of  anglers  put  in 
an  appearance  on  Monday,  including  Mrs.  Marion 
O'Connell,  Miss  L.  Spratling,  and  Messrs.  Harvey, 
Webber,  Portlock,  Marchant,  Larkman,  Turner, 
Bond,  Waddell,  E.  S.  Ray,  M.  S.  Ray,  and 
Everett.  Codling  and  pouting  took  the  baits 
somewhat  freely,' but  the  total  number  of  whiting 
caught  did  not  exceed  a  dozen.  Mr.  Baum's  night 
catch  included  fifteen  codling,  by  far  the  best  bag 
of  fish  recently  taken  from  the  pier.  The  bright 
weather  on  January  10  brought  out  quite  a  bevy 
of  lady  anglers,  including  Mrs.  Hussey,  Miss  Elsie 
Turner,  Miss  Evans,  Miss  Hussey,  Mrs.  Glennie,  and 
Mrs.  Dodd,  and  these,  together  with  Mr.  Glennie, 
Master  Brian  Branscombe,  and  INIr.  Dodd,  in  addi- 
tion to  many  of  the  above-named,  enjoyed  a  little 
sport,  but  the  day's  catch  was  anything  but  good. 
Wednesday's  additions  to  pier  ranks  comprised 
Miss  Dorothy  Turner,  Master  Francis,  and  Mr. 
Godfrey,  but  one  and  all  spent  many  weary  hours 
in  fruitless  endeavours.  The  only  really  good  fish 
of  the  day  was  a  handsome  dab  which  Mr.  Larkman 
included  in  his  day's  catch.  — J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plyxnoutli. — There  has  not  been  much  doing 
this  week,  although  some  who  have  not  minded  the 
weather  have  been  trying  their  best  at  the  pollack, 
bass,  and  mullet,  these  latter  have  been  feeding 
early  mornings.  There  are  still  plenty  of  smelt,  and 
they  are  very  fine,  the  largest  I  think  I  have  seen. 
Some  of  the  Cornish  boats  have  been  doing  well 
with  the  herrings,  and  the  mackerel  have  made 
their  appearance  also,  so  much  so  that  some  of  the 
boats  have  taken  out  the  herring  nets  and  put  in 
those  for  mackerel.  Whilst  I  am  writing  the  baro- 
meter is  rising,  and  a  large  fleet  of  boats  are  making 
for  the  grounds.  The  steam  trawlers  have  not  been 
doing  so  well  this  past  week. — William  Heardee, 
(B.S.A.S.).   


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Business  on  Wednesday  with  Mr.  Minchin  in  the 
chair  did  not  take  long  to  dispose  of.  The  bad 
weather  of  the  week  had  pretty  well  stopped  all 
sea  angling,  the  reports  were  few  and  scanty.  Mr. 
Pickup,  however,  gave  his  usual  thoughtful  rdaume 
of  the  sea  angling  literature  of  the  week — always 
now  looked  for  by  the  members,  who  find  them 
selves  thus  brought  quite  "  up  to  date."  The 
naval  authorities  were  congratulated  upon  their 
decision  to  take  their  firing  away  three  miles  S.E.  of 
Portland  Breakwater,  and  thus  allow  the  fish  in  Wey- 
mouth Bay  a  chance  of  swimming  about  with  an 
unburst  bladder.  The  plaint  of  the  Scotch  fishermen 
was  dealt  with,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  1892  Act,  by 
which  our  law  makers  had  succeeded  in  tying  up 
our  British  fisherman  inside  the  Moray  fiith,  the 
foreigner  under  international  law  being  left  free. 
The  transfer  now  taking  place  of  British  trawlers  to 
foreign  flags  was  forcibly  deplored,  and  but  faint 
hope  of  a  remedy  expressed.  And  then  the 
business  chairman  as  usual  retired,  and  was  replaced 
by  Mr.  W.  Senior  (vice-president),  and  when 
"Red  Spinner"  announced  the  safe  arrival  of 
"Sarcelle,"  there  was  certainly  no  lack  of  heartiness 
in  the  way  of  greeting  by  the  members.  The 
chairman  having  made  the  way  very  clear,  the 
subject  of  the  evening,  "  Facts  and  Fun  about 
Fishing,"  was  at  once  set  about  by  Mr.  Payton,  who 
read  his  very  carefully  prepared  paper — a  long  one 
it  was — but  the  facts  were  all  sck  true,  and 
the  fun  was  so  furious,  and  his  charm  of  manner 
so  great,  that  even  the  big  clock  was  doubted 
when  the  end  came.  The  sustained  energy  was 
simply  wonderful ;  he  seized  every  man  of  his 
audience  and  held  him  fast.  It  is  impossible  in  a 
mere  report  to  reproduce  this  paper.  Mr.  Payton 
was  not  content  to  remain  a  mere  raconteur  ;  he 
sang  and  read  poetry — original  and  quoted.  And 
his  kindly  greeting  to  the  chairman  was  well  done, 
and  appreciated  by  members  who  had  for  many  years 
been  readers  of  "  Sarcelle's  "  valued  contributions 
to  angling  literature  in  the  Field.  One  of  his  facts 
deserves  to  be  chronicled.  Between  1898  and  1904 
he  caught  with  rod  and  line  10,712  flsh,  7231  of 
them  sea  fish  of  forty-four  different  kinds — and  in 
all  parts  of  the  world.  His  well-known  deeds  on  the 
Morocco  coast  were  touched  upon  with  a  loving  hand, 
and  in  manner  vivid  beyond  description  Reis 
Habeeb,  the  native  fisherman,  became  an  acquain- 
tance, and  the  Persian  novice  who  caught  more  and 
bigger  fish  than  he  did  will  not  be  lorgotten.  The 
capture  of  the  big  shark  in  a  clock  calm  on  a  slow 


homeward  trip  from  Portland,  Oregon,  was  power- 
fully described  and  with  a  dramatic  finish,  for  while 
all  were  looking  on  the  massacred  shark  on  deck — • 
for  sailors  do  massacre  sharks — the  "Old  Man's" 
voice  rang  out,  "Man  the  mainbrace  ! "  and  the 
breeze  came  down,  and  the  calm  was  at  an  end. 
From  off  the  "  Horn  "  to  Deal  was  a  shift  soon 
made,  but  the  Blatherinskyte  Song  came  in 
between,  and  the  refrain  of  "Chuck  it  up,  Johnny, 
We  Will  Catch  the  Train,"  will  ring  in  some  men's 
ears  for  years  to  come.  "  JoUy,  old,  friendly 
Deal,"  he  called  the  place,  and  though  most  present 
thought  they  knew  the  place  fairly  well  his  des- 
criptions included  something  new.  Quickly  we 
were  in  Canada — Red  Indians  trying  to  trade  for 
his  three-gallon  jar  of  whiskey ;  a  swop  of  a  horse 
was  propounded,  but  the  whiskey  was  wanted. 
Two,  three,  four,  five  horses  offered,  yet  no  deal. 
The  whole  eleven  were  offered,  but  the  Indians  got 
no  whiskey.  Away  to  Norway,  where  a  landing-net 
was  found  useful  for  hiding  blushes.  Off  the  Dod- 
man,  where  the  anchor  came  up  with  all  his  hooks, 
a  big  cod,  and  three  scallops  from  thirty  fathoms, 
and  a  sudden  gale  took  him  into  haven  in  time 
to  dress  for  dinner  de  rigueur  where  ladies  dine. 
In  closing,  Mr.  Payton  begged  for  the  exercise  of 
faith,  by  his  audience,  in  his  facts.  No  fisherman 
could  exist  without  hope,  and  always  exercises 
charity,  lends  his  bait,  drinks  tea  from  a  flask,  and 
never  spares  the  administration  of  good  advice. 
The  chairman  thanked  Mr.  Payton  warmly  on 
behalf  of  the  members,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin,  who  proposed  the  usual  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  George 
Read  Clarke.  A  most  charming  evening  was  passed, 
and  "  Who  goes  home  ?  "  was  not  spoken  until  a  late 
hour.  Next  Wednesday  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  will  read  a 
paper  upon  "Nets  Used  in  Sea  Fishing."      H.  P. 


THE  TROUT  OF  THE  GOLDEX  POOL. 


Very  early  one  morning,  when  all  his  world  was 
of  a  silvery  grey,  and  over  the  glassy  pallor  of  his 
roof  thin  gleams  of  pink  were  mingled  with  ghostly, 
swirling  mist-shadows,  a  strange  fly  touched  the 
surface  directly  above  him.  It  had  a  slender, 
scarlet,  curving  body,  with  long  hairs  of  yellow  and 
black  about  its  neck,  and  brown  and  white  winga. 
It  fell  upon  the  water  with  the  daintiest  possible 
splash,  just  enough  to  catch  his  attention.  Being 
utterly  unlike  anything  he  had  ever  seen  before,  it 
aroused  his  interest,  and  he  slanted  slowly  upward. 
A  moment  later  a  second  fly  touched  the  water,  a 
light  grey,  mottled  thing,  with  a  yellow  body,  and 
pink  and  green  hairs  fringing  its  neck.  This,  too, 
was  strange  to  him.  He  rolled  a  foot  higher,  not 
with  any  immediate  idea  of  trying  them,  but  under 
his  usual  vague  impulse  to  investigate  everything 
pertaining  to  his  pool.  Just  then  the  mist-swirls 
lifted  slightly,  and  the  light  grew  stronger,  and 
against  the  smooth  surface  he  detected  a  fine,  almost 
invisible,  thread  leading  from  the  head  of  each  fly. 
With  a  derisive  flirt  of  his  tail  he  sank  back  to  the 
bottom  of  his  lair. 

The  strange  fhes  skipped  lightly  over  the  surface 
of  the  pool  in  a  manner  that  to  most  trout  would 
have  seemed  very  alluring.  They  moved  away 
toward  a  phenomenon  which  he  had  just  now 
noticed  for  the  first  time,  a  pair  of  dark,  pillar-like 
objects  standing  where  the  water  was  about  two  feet 
deep,  over  toward  the  further  shore.  These  dark 
objects  moved  a  little,  gently.  Then  the  strange 
flies  disappeared.  A  moment  later  they  dropped 
again,  and  went  through  the  same  performance. 
This  was  repeated  several  times. 

Presently  the  flies  disappeared  for  good.  A  few 
minutes  later  two  others  came  in  their  place — one 
a  tiny,  white,  moth-like  thing,  the  other  a  big, 
bristling  bunch  of  crimson  hairs.  The  latter  stirred 
far  back  in  his  dull  memory  an  association  of  pain 
and  fear,  and  he  backed  deeper  into  his  watery  den. 
It  was  a  red  hackle;  and. in  his.early  days,  when  he 
was  about  eight  inches  long,  and  frequented  the 
tail  of  a  shallow,  foamy  rapid,  he  had  had  experience 
of  its  sharp  allurements.  Thelittle  moth  he  ignored, 
but  he  kept  an  eye  on  the  red  hackle  as  it  trailed 
and  danced  hither  and  thither  across  the  pool. 
Once,  near  the  other  side,  he  saw  a  misguided 
fingerling  dart  from  under  a  stone  in  the  shallow 
water  and  seize  the  gay  morsel.  The  fingerling  rose 
with  a  jerk  from  the  water,  and  was  no  more  seen. 
It  vanished  into  the  unknown  air ;  and  the  master  of 
the  pool  quailed  as  he  marked  its  fate.  After  this, 
the  pair  of  dark,  pillar-like  objects  moved  away  to 
the  shore,  no  longer  careful,  but  making  a  huge 
splashing  noise.  No  more  strange  flies  appearea; 
and  the  gold  light  of  full  day  stole  down  to  the 
depths  of  the  pool.  Soon,  flies  which  the  master 
well  knew,  with  no  fine  threads  attached  to  them, 
began  to  speck  the  surface  over  him,  and  he  fed  in 
his  lazy  way  without  misgiving  -From  Roberts' 
"  Watchers  of  the  Trails." 
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^offings  bp  t^e  i5ap. 

"Catiline  fished  in  muddy  waters  and  made  way 
Or  his  own  fortune." — Bacon. 


Examination  on  Wednesday  at  the  scene  of  the 
great  cliff  collapse  at  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  near 
Dover,  proved  that  a  new  crack  had  developed  in 
the  night,  while  those  fissures  adjoining  the  gap 
left  by  the  landslip  had  distinctly  widened.  The 
area  affected  is  about  as  large  as  that  which  fell, 
and  it  is  evident  that  a  new  collapse  must  soon 
occur.  Covered  for  acres  with  vast  blocks  of  chalk, 
the  foreshore  is  a  wonderful  sight.  Two  tides  have 
made  but  little  impression  on  the  extraordinary 
quarter -mile  pier  of  chalk,  which  was  built  in  a  few 
seconds  by  the  fall  of  the  cliff.  Some  of  the 
fragments  of  chalk  are  6ft.  long,  though  most  of  the 
250,000  tons  has  broken  into  much  smaller  pieces. 
Little  lakes  are  formed  by  the  advancing  tide,  the 
water  in  them  having  a  pale  milky-blue  tinge. 
Miles  of  sea  are  discoloured  in  the  same  way. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Herne  Bay 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
(the  Connaught  Hotel,  Herne  Bay)  on  Monday, 
Jan.  16,  at  8  p.m.,  when  several  important  matters 
will  be  discussed  as  follows  : — "  To  receive  balance- 
sheet  for  1904  ;  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
to  receiye  proposed  alterations  to  rules ;  and  to 
present  medals  won  in  members'  competitions.'' 


"Youth  at  the  Prow." 
{The  Susquehanna.) 

As  Evening,  aureoled  with  her  amber  hair. 

Walked  o'er  the  mountain,  robed  in  faded  blue. 
Sandaled  with  silence  in  the  glowing  air, 
How  sweet  it  was  to  drift  alone  with  you ! 

'Twas  ours  to  watch  the  heron  as  he  flew 
To  purpling  pools  within  his  reedy  lair; 
Leaving  the  glimmering  land,  we  bade  adieu 
To  all  the  dwellers  in  the  tents  of  Care. 

We  drifted  noiseless  o'er  the  deepening  glow 
Trailing  oui-  hands  in  miles  of  liquid  gold. 
Then  moored  in  shallows  where  the  lilies  rest 

The  somnolent  River  scarcely  seemed  to  flow. 
While  o'er  the  hills,  afar,  "began  to  fold 
The  crimsoned  poppies  of  the  fading  West. 

— Lloyd  Mifflin. 


"Talking  of  patent  medicines  and  quack  pre- 
parations," said  my  American  friend,  "you  have 
nothingin  your  little  mud-heap  in  the  shape  of  hair- 
restorers  to  come  up  to  a  certain  patent  I  have  in 
my  valise.  It  is  sold  in  the  land  of  the  free,  over 
which  the  'Stars  and  Stripes'  is  never  furled,  in 
which  Sousa's  band  is  for  ever  playing  the  'Wash- 
ington Post,'  where  Boss  Croker  both  bosses  and 
croaks,  the  Rockefellers  petrol  (petrol-ahem !), 
millionaires  put  on  airs.  Trusts  trust  no  one,  the 
peerless  and  beauteous  heiresses  don't  go  (British) 
peerless,  the  striving  after  dollars  keeps  up  its 
dolorous  hum,  the  Yellow  Press  onward,  the  barred 
aliens  ail,  Roosevelt  presides  by  ruse,  Bryanism 
isn't  his'n,  the  World's  Fair  and  the  St.  Lou-is 
Exhibition,  the  Buffalo  Bills  and  the  Cody  coos, 
and  where  there  is  much  (llli)nois.  One  of  my 
acquaintances  accidentally  dropped  a  bottle  of  the 
stuff  in  the  sea,  and  when  alter  wards  he  applied  it 
to  his  chin,  I'm  blessed  if  he  didn't  grow  a  seaweed 
beard.    Strange,  warn't  it  ?  " 

***** 
I  told  my  American  friend  that  I  had  never  used 
the  above  concoction,  but  that  I  knew  many  anglers 
who  had  reason  to  thank  Mr.  G.  R.  Sims  lor  intro- 
ducing one  of  the— if  not  the — very  best  hair- 
restorers  of  modern  times.  Of  course,  there  are 
some  people  who  do  not  require  to  be  told  to  "  keep 
their  hair  on,"  and  they  don't  rush  bald-headed  for 
"Tatcho."  I  should  like  to  know  what  "  brand  " 
the  late  lamented  Broadhurst  used.  A  Bolton 
correspondent  sends  me  the  following  cutting  from 
a  local  paper: — "The  funeral  of  Amos  Shrigley 
Broadhurst,  well  known  as  the  man  with  the  longest 
beard,  took  place  at  Astbury  Church,  Congleton,  on 
Saturday.  At  the  time  of  his  death  his  beard 
measured  14 ft.,  and  his  moustache  at  full  length 
was  Over  two  yards." 

***** 
I  have  had  many  a  dozen  "hair"  lines  from  Mr. 
Pickersgill,  some  of  them  made  up  from  very  good 
lengths,  but  never  one  of  14ft.  without  a  knot. 
Horse-hair  is  best  and  strongest  when  "taken 
alive  "  ;  but  I  should  like  to  have  tried  one  from  the 
fourteen-footer. 


T  ^^f^,, Saturday,  "Dawson's"  at  home  "to  "St. 
Jude  s  "  drew,  with  a  score  of  two  goals  each,  after 
a  fast  and  most  exciting  game.  The  homesters  put 
on  their  score  in  the  first  half,  and  up  to  the 
interval  had  scarcely  let  a  Saint  get  within  shooting 
distance  of  their  goal.  But  after  lemon-time  the 
visitors  attacked  strongly,  and  although  "Daw- 
son's" played  a  grand  game,  they  failed  to  prevent 
their  opponents  scoring.  Play  in  the  .second  half 
was  fast  and  furious  (withal  sportsmanlike),  each 
goalie  in  turn  being  called  upon  to  save  repeatedly. 
The  scorers  for  the  home  team  were  Perry  (who 
scored  with  a  lovely  long  pot-shot)  and  Groves. 
The  combination  of  the  forwards,  especially  as 
regards  the  Brothers  Groves,  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 


My  friends  the  "Bakers  and  Sweeps"  (of  foot- 
ball notoriety)  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  their 
Almanack  for  1905.  It  is  a  useful  little  work,  and, 
what  is  more,  gives  the  history  of  the  charity,  which 
shows  a  steady  progress  year  by  year.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  know  that  these  comfortably-placed 
gentlemen  take  such  a  keen  interest  in  their  less 
fortunate  brethren.  Get  a  copy  (the  price  is  only 
one  penny)  and  see  what  a  few  earnest  workers 
have  accomplished  in  the  cause  of  real  charity. 


On  Wednesday  evening  next  another  treat  is  in 
store  for  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  when  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bates  will  read  a  paper  on  "Nets  Used  in  Sea 
Fishing." 

Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass  has  kindly  consented  to  give  a 
"  Gramophone  "  entertainment  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Societv  on 
Tuesday  evening  next.  The  musically  inclined 
have  a  treat  in  store. 


MESSR.S.  Gaynor  and  Sons,  of  Richmond,  send 
the  following  report  of  a  conviction  at  Richmond  : — 
Hairy  Hillier,  of  Isleworth,  was  summoned  at  the 
instance  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  taking 
trout  from  the  Thames  at  Richmond  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  20th  Bve-law  of  the  Thames 
Fishing  Bye-laws,  1893 ;  further  with  having  in  his 
possession  near  the  river  a  trout  of  less  dimensions 
than  those  specified  in  the  bye-laws.  Mr.  E. 
Glenshaw,  who  appeared  in  support  of  the 
summons,  said  the  close  season  for  trout,  as  stated 
in  the  bye-laws,  was  from  Sept.  11  to  March 
31,  and  this  offence  occurred  on  December  4, 
in  the  middle  of  the  close  season.  The  trout 
measured  11^  inches,  and  the  bye-law  pro- 
vided that  no  trout  should  be  taken  from  the  river 
of  less  dimensions  than  16  inches.  The  defendant 
showed  a  lockkeeper  at  Richmond  the  trout,  and 
told  him  he  had  taken  it  from  the  river.  There 
were  copies  of  the  bye-laws  posted  near  the  place 
where  the  trout  was  taken.  The  defendant  was 
liable  to  a  heavy  penalty  for  each  offence,  but  he 
would  only  ask  the  Bench  to  inflict  such  a  fine  to 
meet  the  case  in  one  summons,  and  order  him  to 
pay  the  costs  on  the  other.  The  defendant,  who 
pleaded  guilty,  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the  bye- 
laws.  The  Bench  fined  defendant  10s.  and  costs 
on  the  first  summons,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  the 
costs  on  the  second. 


North  Sea  Trawlers  Speak. 
We  harrow  the  sea  to  win  ye  food 

'Mid  the  fog  and  the  hound-mouthed  gale. 
And  ye  thank  the  Lord  that  your  meal  is  good. 
Ye  ken  not  where  we  sail. 

Twelve  months  in  the  twelve  we  fight  the  seas. 
Six  months  we  battle  the  snow —  ' 
Is  it  not  enough  that  we  strive  with  these. 
That  ye  send  us  an  armed  foe ! 

We  may  not  lie  in  our  bunks  to  rest, 

Nor  toil  at  our  trawls  at  night. 
But  our  boats  are  sunk  in  crazy  jest. 
By  a  frightened  Muscovite. 

We  be  of  a  breed  that  knows  no  fear. 

In  the  night  or  the  midday  sua — 
We  can  laugh  at  death  as  we  stand  bare-armed 

At  the  breech  of  a  twelve-inch  gun. 

But  match  ye  a  Krupp  with  the  flambeau  red. 

That  lights  our  midnight  toil  ! 
Then  look  ye  long  on  our  shipmates  dead — 

Do  ye  marvel  our  blood  should  boil  ? 
We  be  but  a  simple  fisher  folk. 

Unread  in  the  tricks  of  state. 
And  when  they  have  done  with  theii-  oath -bound 
court. 

We'll  back  to  our  sea  and  wait. 

But  when  to  the  press  of  a  world-wide  war 

Our  navy  calls  us  forth, 
Ye'U  have  cause  to  reck  of  the  biding  place 
Of  the  trawlers  of  the  north ! 

— Charles  S.  Ross. 


London  ar.glers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sad 
misfortune  which  has  overtaken  "  Ben"  Abrahams 
of  the  Allason  United  A.S.  During  Christmas  week 
he  lost  his  mother  and  his  wife's  mother.  This  will 
come  as  a  great  surprise  to  tho.se  who  knew  the 
deceased  ladies,  as  they  were  always  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  robust  health. 

***** 

In  spite  of  this  sad  news  "  Ben"  has  decided  to 
hold  his  fourth  annual  fishing  competition  on 
Feb.  14  at  Richmond.  Tow-path  only ;  Isleworth 
Ferry  to  Teddington  Locks.  There  will  be  a  large 
number  of  prizes,  and  tickets,  one  shilling  each, 
will  be  ready  in  a  few  days.  All  anglers  are  eligible, 
whether  attached  or  unattached.  The  first  meeting 
to  elect  officers,  etc.,  will  be  held  on  Jan.  17  at  the 
Duke  of  York,  Kensington  Place,  Silver-street, 
Notting  Hill  Gate. 


He:  "Indeed,  there's  jolly  good  fishing  about 
here.  Miss  Swift  made  a  great  catch  when  she  was 
here  last  summer."  She:  "Yes,  that  old  gentleman 
was  worth  at  least  a  million." 


We  buy  from  India  2J  million  porcupine  quills  a 
year,  the  quills  from  a  single  porcupine  being 
worth  10s. 


During  the  recent  manoeuvres  one  of  the  torpedo- 
boats  had  a  bluejacket  for  officers'  cook.  Jack's 
knowledge  of  cookery  was  limited  to  roast  beef  and 
potatoes,  which  he  gave  the  officers  for  dinner  for 
nearly  a  fortnight.  At  last  one  of  the  officers 
thought  they  ought  to  have  a  change  of  diet,  and 
asked  Jack  to  make  some  fish  entries  for  dinner. 
Jack  seemed  rather  surprised  at  such  a  request, 
and  was  overheard  muttering  to  himself:  "  Fish  on 
trees  ?  You  will  be  lucky  if  you  get  them  on 
plates !  " 


Jack  Tar:  "Ye  mightn't  believe  it,  but  whales 
have  a  very  small  mouth."  Landsman:  "Yes,  I've 
heard  they  wouldn't  even  be  able  to  swallow  half 
the  stories  that  are  told  about  them." 


"  These  fish,  my  dear  Mrs.  Hendricks,"  remarked 
the  minister,  who  was  discussing  a  Sunday  dinner 
with  the  family,  "are  deliciously  fresh.  I  am 
enjoying  them  very  much."  "  They  ought  to  be 
fresh,"  volunteered  Bobby,  who  was  also  enjoying 
them.    "  Pa  caught  them  only  this  morning." 


Accounted  For. 
A  Sheffield  fisherman,  who  made  frequent 
journeys  to  Boston,  spent  more  time  with  convivial 
companions  than  on  the  river  bank,  and  in  con- 
sequence often  returned  home  without  any  fish. 
His  wife  complained  strongly  about  this,  and  at 
last  told  him  he  should  go  no  more  if  he  brought  no 
fish  back.  The  very  next  time  he  managed  to  get 
back  to  Sheffield  minus  fish,  and  was  faced  by  the 
problem  of  meeting  his  wife  empty-handed.  Finally 
he  decided  to  buy  some,  but  could  obtain  nothing 
but  codfish  heads,  and  with  these  he  ventured  home. 
"  Whatever  have  you  brought  these  for  ?  "  exclaimed 
his  wife.  "Why,  they  are  all  heads."  "Yes,  my 
dear,"  was  the  leply  ;  "  but  I  cannot  help  it.  You 
see  the  fish  were  biting  so  hard  that  I  pulled  their 
heads  off  before  I  could  land  them." 


George  :  "  So  Rogers  went  fishing  yesterday  ?  I 
suppose  he  brought  home  a  large  string."  Charles  : 
"  No,  merely  a  big  yarn." 


"  It  goes  without  saying  "  (but  I  say  it)  that 
Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton's  highly  amusing  and  instruc- 
tive lecture,  "Facts  and  Fun  about  Fishing,"  before 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  last,  was  another  success.  The 
audience  was  held  spellbound,  the  only  inter- 
ruptions being  involuntary  bursts  of  laughter  or 
applause  at  many  of  the  lecturer's  droll  sayings. 
Considering  that  he  did  not  leave  Calais  until  twelve 
o'clock,  and  crossed  the  silver  streak  in  the  teeth 
of  a  gale,  the  wonder  was  how  at  eight  he  should 
have  sufficient  energy  to  read,  recite,  and  sing  the 
long  paper  so  laboriously  prepared  in  such  an 
amazingly  short  time ;  but  he  did  it !  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  William  Senior  in  "Red 
Spinner's  "  own  inimitable  way.  "  Sarcelle  "  con- 
cluded with  the  following  New  Year's  greeting  to 
his  brother  sea  anglers : 

Comrades  so  brave  and  true. 
Where  seas  gleam  grey  or  blue. 
In  the  Old  World  or  New, 
Luck  and  good  cheer  to  you  ! 
Blight  angling  year  to  you ! 
"  Tight  lines  "  to  all ! 

And  not  one  of  the  large  audience  wished  him  the 
same  more  heartily  than  Dbagnet. 


January  14,  1905 


pFoyiDdal  Angling  jlotes 

mvA  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE^. 

Although  some  of  the  minor  watercourses  in  the 
Fen  district  are  running  rather  low  and  clear,  the 
main  streams  coulJ  not  be  in  better  condition  for 
roach  fishing,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  recent 
spell  of  mild  weather,  anglers  have  had  a  good  time 
amongst  the  red  fins.  For  instance,  some  lengths 
of  the  Witham  have  been  literally  besieged  with 
rods,  especially  the  swims  at  Bardney,  between 
Lincoln  and  Boston.  Hereabouts  some  of  the  local 
rods  have  been  having  magnificent  sport.  Individual 
bags  have  run  up  to  251b.,  and  some  of  the  loach 
which  have  been  captured  have  weighed  upwards  of 
1  Jib.  each.  Other  reaches  of  the  river,  notably  those 
at  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke,  have  also 
been  patronised  with  most  satisfactory  results,  while 
at  Chapel  Hill  pike  fishing  has  received  a  good  deal 
of  attention.  This  district— where  the  Sleaford 
Canal  joins  the  main  stream — is  a  well-known  pike 
fishing  resort,  and  fish  are  generally  to  be  caught 
there  whenever  the  conditions  are  anything  like 
favourable.  Live  bait  has  been  employed  with 
better  results  than  the  artificial,  and  amongst  recent 
captures  may  be  mentioned  fish  of  101b.,  81b.,  7|lb., 
71b.,  61b.,  and  4lb.  The  Forty-foot  has  also  yielded 
some  satisfactoiy  pike  fishing ;  but  on  the  Glen 
anglers  have  done  best  amongst  roach. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  short  but  pithy  report  is  to  hand  from  the 
Bollin — "Again  in  flood."  It  is  many  years  since 
the  Liverpool  anglers  were  so  quiet,  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  recovered  their  :usual  buoyancy  of 
the  winter  months.  Much  the  same  can  be  said  of 
Warrington,  with  the  exception  of  their  annual 
meeting,  which  takes  place  about  this  time. 
Several  decent  pike  have  bean  taken  by  Palatine 
rods  from  Cheshire  waters,  but  probably  61b. 
will  be  the  best  fish.  Coarse  fish  are  much 
neglected,  but  about  the  best  roach  are  coming 
from  the  local  canals.  The  anglers  in  the  Farn- 
worth  district  are  longing  for  better  weather  and 
a  chance  of  getting  away.  The  Dixon  Green 
Anglers  are  reported  as  in  a  healthy  condition  in 
numbers  and  finances. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  city  rods  have  not  yet  got  iato  the  swing 
that  might  reasonably  be  expected  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  social  and  business 
meetings,  but  of  actual  angling  little  is  heard. 
One  exception  is  the  pike  captured  by  a  member 
of  the  Salford  Friendly  Anglers,  which,  although  a 
very  fine  one,  in  the  absence  of  figures  we  cannot  say 
more.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
was  a  highly  satisfactory  one,  they  have  a  good 
balance  in  hand,  and  have  elected  a  strong  executive 
for  the  coming  year.  The  delegate  meeting  of  the 
County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  was  held  too 
late  in  the  week  for  notice  this  week.  There  is  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  clubs  generally  to  dispose  of  all 
business  before  the  days  lengthen,  but  the  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  is  not  satisfactory. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  with  difficulty  been  carried 
on  since  Monday.  The  fact  is,  high  winds  have 
prevailed,  and  owing  to  storms  the  Trent  has  under- 
gone a  rise  of  about  three  feet.  But  this  should 
prove  beneficial,  especially  to  the  bottom  angler. 
On  Thursday,  Jan.  5,  members  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  were  out  piking  on  the  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge  sections,  but  I  hear  they  only 
succeeded  in  running  one  small  fish  amongst  them. 
But  there  is  every  allowance  to  be  made,  for  the 
weather  was  terribly  bad.  On  a  neighbouring  water, 
where  "  cover  "  is  rather  plentiful,  Mr.  F.  Gamble, 
of  the  same  society,  creeled,  with  the  writer,  a 
capital  assortment  of  roach,  perch,  and  chub.  They 
were  secured  with  the  "  brandling  "  on  tight-fioating 
tackle,  and  one  of  the  chub  (taken  by  Mr.  Gamble) 
scaled  31b.  exactly.  On  Saturday,  membe.s  of  the 
Pride  of  Derby  Club  enjoyed  sport,  chiefly  amongst 
roach,  on  their  sectijn  above  Saw!ey  Bridge  ;  and 
fair  quantities  of  roaeh  have  been  cieeled  by 
members  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  at 
Clitton.  Roach  have  alsj  been  met  with  at  Barton, 
Attenborougii,  Wilford,  RoUeston,  and  Farndon. 
Chubbing  with  greaves  and  pith  and  brains  has 
been  "off"  through  the  colour  in  the  river,  which, 
since  Saturday,  has  been  too  thick  for  pike  fishing. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  colour  was  fast  passing 
away. 

fFROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  good  order,  but  the  weather  has 
been  very  variable,  some  days  warm  as  spring, 
others  bitterly  cold  and  wind  high  and  piercing. 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


Not  many  rods  have  been  out,  nor  have  there  been 
any  good  takes  of  fish,  if  pike  be  excepted.  Of 
these  some  good  specimens  have  been  taken,  and 
sport  generally  good.  In  the  Teme  at  Martley, 
Mr.  Fidoe  caught  two  fine  fish,  one  I4lb.,  the 
other  161b.,  and  both  fought  well,  and  at 
Knightwick,  Mr.  Thomas  and  a  friend  caught  three 
weighing  20|lb.  In  the  Avon,  Messrs.  Harris, 
Freeman,  and  Wood  had  two  fish  each.  Three 
g^ntlerren  fishing  private  water  had  a  big  catch  of 
5.5lb.  between  them.  Messrs.  .Jnckson,  Lewis, 
Collett,  and  Tyler  are  reported  to  have  had  gorjd 
catches  of  chub  in  t!ie  Severn,  and  some  very  fair- 
sized  rnach,  and  Messrs.  Harris,  Sandlord,  Hooper, 
and  Hill  some  good  roach  and  several  fine  perch  in  the 
Avon.  Sport  among  the  grayling  has  been  very 
limited  this  week;  we  have  only  heard  of  two  gen- 
tlemen that  have  been  after  them,  and  they  had  a 
few  brace  each,  good  in  size  and  condition.  Very 
little  being  done  in  the  clubs  of  the  city.  The  Dis- 
trict Association  have  again  secured  the  fishing 
rights  in  the  Severn  from  Diglis  to  the  Ketch  and 
the  Corporation  Water  on  the  western  side  of  the 
river,  including  the  weir,Jand  the  close  season  will 
be  strictly  enforced. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Holiday  fishing  reports  reveal  successful  angling 
with  maggot  for  roach,  but  no  little  perseverance 
was  necessary  in  order  to  exceed  an  ordinary  catch. 
A  crack  rodsman  tried!  the  Derwent  at  Stamford 
Bridge  five  times,  and  the  sixth  time  paid  for  all, 
he  having  done  more  in  one  afternoon  than  he  had 
accomplished  in  five.  A  very  fine  roach,  weighing 
21b.  2oz.,  was  taken  in  the  Derwent  by  Mr.  Gibson, 
who  lacks  not  the  qualities  necessary  to  successful 
sport.  So  proud  was  he  of  his  achievement,  having 
for  many  years  past  longed  for  a  similar  stroke  of 
luck,  that  he  is  having  the  fish  "  put  up  "  in  London. 
A  lesser  roach  caught  by  him  on  the  same  occa- 
sion turned  the  scale  at  lib.  8oz.  Some  small  fry 
were  also  secured.  The  river  was  in  fair  colour  and 
volume  at  the  time.  More  recently  the  Ouse  and 
the  Foss  have  been  fished  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success  by  Yorkists,  worm  being  used  as  bait. 
Roach  in  good  condition  were  landed  on  Jan.  7  from 
the  Foss,  and  Mr.  Mountain  caught,  with  worm, 
several  nice  chub  in  the  Ouse  near  the  city.  Pike 
fishing  has  yielded  very  poor  results.  The  very 
mild  weather  experienced  lately  prevented  grayling 
fishers  making  headway.  The  wily  fish  would  not 
be  drawn.  It  is  ^reported  that  several  early  flies 
have  appeared,  and  the  fish  have  been  taking  them. 
The  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  a  meeting  a  few 
nights  ago,  when  a  free  discussion  took  place  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  shilling  rod  licence,  concern- 
ing which  there  seems  some  misapprehension  among 
coarse  fishers,  especially  those  whose  sport  is  prac- 
tically confined  to  the  Ouse  and  the  Foss.  The 
secretaries  and  clubs  are  invited  to  intimate  to  the 
Amalgamation  the  proportion  of  their  members  who 
are  favourable  to  the  licence. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  unfavourable  for  angling 
since  last  notes,  and  pike  fishers  did  not  do  well 
anywhere.  The  salmon  spawning  season  may  now 
be  considered  as  practically  at  an  end.  On  the 
whole,  spawning  went  on  throughout  the  season,  as 
the  weather  was  generally  favourable,  and  the 
water  conditions  just  the  thing.  The  prospects  for 
the  coming  angling  season — now  within  measurable 
distance — on  the  earlier  waters  have  not  been  better 
for  some  years,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to. 
Sea  angling  is  generally  suspended,  owing  to  harsh 
winds  and  rough  seas.  Probably  not  much  will  be 
done  anywhere  in  this  department  until  the  summer 
approaches. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65 

and  56,  Chaacery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

17,719.  Baskets.  H.  L.  Taylor,  464,  Cleethorpes- 
road,  and  W.  H.  Thickett,  104,  Park- 
street,  both  in  Grimshy,  Lincolnshire. 
Ba  kets,  skeps,  etc.,  f -r  use  on  fish 
pontoons,  and  landing-stages  are  pro- 
vided with  wheels,  mounted  in  any  suit- 
able manner.  To  the  bottom  of  the 
basket  are  attached  strips,  with  rect- 
angular or  other  shaped  openings  to 
receive  the  wheels.  The  sides  of  the 
openings  are  p.-rforated  to  take  the  axle, 
or  are  cut  away  to  receive  hollow  bosses, 

.  .     formed  on  plates  screwed  to  the  strips, 

two  of  such  plates  being  employed  for 
each  wheel.  The  axles  may  be  cast  on 
the  wheels.  The  strips  are  secured  by 
bolts,  passing  through  the  bottom  of  the 
basket  and  through  strips. 
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^ofcs  from  ^od^. 


The  gale  of  Jan.  6  all  over  the  North  of  Scotland 
has  left  its  mark  on  more  than  one  river  bank. 
The  "  old  oak"  that  has  stood  for  a  hundred  springs 
goes  toppling  over,  either  to  make  or  mar  a  pjol — 
more  probably  the  latter. 


"North-easters  "  are  proverbial  as  being  disastrous 
to  shipping,  but  north-westers  do  more  damage. 
Along  the  east  coast  and  in  the  upland  forests  I  can 
trace  the  mounds  yet  that  were  caused  by  the  gale 
that  brought  about  the  Tay  Bridge  disaster — sjmo 
twenty -five  years  ago. 


It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no  good,  and  some  fin^ 
rattling  floods  have  been  the  result  of  last  week's 
storm  and  a  more  natural  tone  all  round. 


On  New  Year's  Day  the  Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers 
had  their  annual  competition.  It  is  no  light  matter 
to  angle  off  the  rocks  in  the  dead  of  the  winter,  but, 
favoured  with  genial  weather,  some  two  dozen 
turned  out  to  take  part  in  the  first  competition  of 
the  year. 


Flounder  fishing  is  being  actively  prosecuted  by 
hand-liners  at  the  mouth  of  the  Don.  This  is 
practically  sea-fishing,  as  hand-lining  is  illegal  in 
the  river.  On  Monday  last  Mr.  Jamej  Rennie, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  good  creel. 


Mr.  Wm.  Duncan,  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  secured  a 
fine  supply  of  ova  for  his  extensive  hatehery,  and 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish. 


A  snowstorm  is  now  (Jan.  10)  raging  over  the 
North.  So  much  the  better.  A  foot  or  two  of 
snow  will  make  up  for  the  loss  of  the  past  two  or 
three  weeks'  fresh.  Special  Scotch. 


m  MEMORY  OP  A  CELEBRATED 
ANGLER. 


There  has  been  erected  in  Rothbury  Churchyard, 
by  old  friends  and  admirers,  a  unique  and  charac- 
teristic monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Walter 
Mavin,  a  celebrated  angler,  who  died  seme  four 
years  ago.  The  monument  is  composed  of  a  sand- 
stone block  from  Cragside  Quarries,  kindly  given 
by  Lord  Armstrong.  The  central  panel  depicts  a 
view  on  the  river  Coquet  above  Alwinton.  The 
designer  has  in  a  happy  manner  grouped  ia  the 
foreground  a  fishing  rod,  creel,  and  fishing  book, 
suriounded  by  a  number  of  fish  lying  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  beneath  a  growth  of  sedge  and  iris, 
with  a  solitary  heron  standing  in  the  water,  and  a 
dipper  perched  upon  a  boulder ;  whilst  in  the 
distance  are  seen  the  rounded  forms  of  the  Cheviot 
Hills,  as  they  appear  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Coquet.  The  inscription  reads :  "  Here  hes  the 
body  of  Walter  Mavin,  the  Coquet  angler.  Born 
1814;  died  1900";  and  the  following  verse  from  a 
Coquetdale  fishing  song,  written  in  1869  by  the  late 
Joseph  Watson,  of  Newcastle,  cut  in  the  base, 
forms  a  suitable  epitaph  to  the  old  angler;  — 

"  But  Where's  the  auld  fisher,  sae  bent  an'  sae 
lame, 

Wha  cam'  ilka  spring  wi'  his  rod  and  his  creel  ? 
Death's  ca'd  him  awa'  to  his  lang,  latest  hame. 
An'  he'll  wander  nae  mair  by  the  streams  he 
lo'ed  weel." 

The  original  committee  formed  to  carry  out  the 
scheme  were  Lord  Armstrong,  Cragside ;  the  late 
Mr.  Wm.  Hawthorn,  Wreighburn ;  the  late  Mr. 
Johnson  Robinson,  North"  Shields  ;  Mr.  R.  Donkin, 
Hawhill  House,  Rothbury ;  with  Mr.  D.  D.  Dixon 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  There  was  no  difficulty 
in  raising  the  required  sum,  as  one  and  all  of  the 
friends  of  the  "Coquet  angler"  were  pleased  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  subscribing  to  the  laudable 
object  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  well- 
known  and  much  respected  Rothbury  character. 
The  design,  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Hodfes,  of  Hexham,  and 
the  carving,  which  was  executed  at  the  studio  of 
Mr.  C.  W.  Milburn  at  York,  reflect  the  gieatest 
credit  on  the  ability  and  skill  of  the  two  north 
country  artists.  Mr.  D.  D.  Dixon,  in  his  book  of 
"Upper  Coquetdale,"  gives  a  short  notice  relative 
to  this  celebrated  Coquet  angler,  whiclus  of  interest 
to  all  who  knew  the  late  Wa.ter  Mavin. — Newcastle 
J  ournal. 


A  SALMON  has  been  known  to  produce  10,000,000 
eges.  Some  female  spiders  produce  2000  rgga, 
while  a  queen  bee  produces  100,000  eggs  in  a 
season. 


Associations,  cic. 

Anglers'  AssoctATiON. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  16,  at  8  p.m.  The  Association, 
by  authority  of  the  London  County  Council,  have 
smce  Jan.  7  been  netting  the  fish  from  the  boating 
lake  m  Victoria  Park ;  the  arrangements  made  by 
the  committee  were  entirely  upset  by  reason  of  the 
runnmiT  off  of  water  earlier  than  anticipated,  the 
Council  having  urged  on  operations  to  enable  the 
unemployed  engaged  under  the  Mansion  House 
Relief  Fund  to  start  cleaning  out  and  mudding. 
The  netting  has  been  a  tedious  operation  in 
consequence  of  the  shallow  water  and  depth  of  mud, 
but  many  thousands  of  roach  estimated  to  weigh 
between  4  and  5  tons  have  been  placed  in  the 
River  Lea  between  Angel  Lane,  Edmonton,  and  St. 
Margaret's,  Ware,  and  a  consignment  of  6000  were 
handed  over  to  the  Ilford  Urban  Council  as  per 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council.  The  Associa- 
tion have  now  by  means  derived  from  their  netting 
and  restocking  fund  heavUy  restocked  both  the 
nvers  Thames  and  Lea,  with  the  result  that  its 
funds  are  light.  Is  this  to  remain  so  ?  I  hope  not, 
mdeed  I  feel  sure  it  will  not.  Individuals  and 
clubs  generally  are  almost  bursting  in  their  eager- 
ness to  contribute  to  the  funds.  At  any  rate  I  hope 
such  is  the  case  ;  as  secretary,  I  shall  be  only  too 
pleased  to  acknowledge  any  amount  which  may  be 
sent  to  me  at  2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  London, 
N.  All  rgoneys  received  by  me  will  be  recorded,  and 
the  amounts  shown  in  the  annual  guide-book 
published  in  June  of  every  year,  and  a  copy  sent  to 
each  subscriber  of  over  Is. — R.  G.  WoODBurF. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
As  previously  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  16  and  30,  1904,  the  Blenheim  A.S.  secured, 
through  the  generosity  of  the  owner  of  a  certain 
private  fishery,  at  least  1400  coarse  fish  which  were 
netted  out  of  that  fishery  on  two  occasions  last 
April,  and  consisted  of  bream,  some  over  41b.  each, 
hundreds  of  roach  up  to  nearly  21b. ,  a  large  quantity 
of  fine  dace,  a  few  good-sized  perch,  tench,  and  chub, 
besides  about  thirty  jack.    The  roach  and  bream 
especially  were  a  grand  lot.    The  owner  of  this 
same  fishery  has  again  extended  his  sportsmanlike 
liberality  to  the  society  by  giving  a  further  consign- 
ment of  fish,  the  proceeds  of  another  netting  which 
took  place  on  the  last  day  of  last  year,  when 
more  than  1500  fish  were  secured,  consisting  of 
forty  pike,  three  or  four  of  best  were  101b.  to  121b., 
many  being  51b.  to  61b.,  over  thirty  perch  up  to 
l^lb.,  a  few  large  bream  and  ohub  and  many  dace. 
The  roach,  again  in  the  majority,  numbered  about 
1000,  and  were  indeed  a  fine  show  of  fish,  very 
many  being  lib.  to  IJlb.,  and  although  perhaps 
some  were  not  so  large  as  on  the  former  occasions 
they  were  more  numerous.   The  pike,  however,  were 
larger.    One  draught  in  particular  was  so  heavy 
that  the  fish  were  with  great  difficulty  got  out  of 
the  water,  and  it  was  impossible  to  count  them  all. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  owner  of  the  fishery  re- 
ferred to,  Messrs.  Armitage,  Barnes,  Blagrave,  Derry, 
Rodbur,  Sage,  Wilkins,  Yarham,  Dr.  Moore,  and 
other  rnembers  took  part  in  one  or  all  the  nettings, 
and  enjoyed  the  outing  notwithstanding  the  hard 
work  entailed,  and  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the  fish 
secured  (more  than  3000)  were  safely  transferred  to 
and  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  society's  water 
at  Harefield  and  elsewhere,  scarcely  half-a-dozen 
being  lost  in  transit,  does  great  credit  to  those  who 
assisted  and  were  responsible  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  transfer  and 
distribution  of  so  many  fish,  very  few  of  which,  if 
any,  were  under  the  usual  standard  sizes.  The 
Blenheim  A.S.  can  indeed  congratulate  itself  on  the 
good  fortune  it  has  met  with,  for  seldom,  if  ever, 
can  such  exceptionally  fine  fish  be  obtained  for  re- 
stocking purposes.    A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
has  been  sent  to  the  donor  for  his  handsome  New 
Year's  gift,  and  for  the  inestimable   benefit  con- 
ferred by  him  upon  the  society  and  its  waters  in 
1904. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presided  over  a  very  pleasant 
meeting  at  Broad-street  Restaurant  on  Tuesday 
last,  some  nice  fish  being  on  the  trays  notwith- 
standing the  want  of  success  which  attended  the 
members  generally  in  the  pike  and  perch  com- 
petition, which,  appointed  by  the  society,  had 
apparently  not  been  notified  to  the  fish  in  question, 
as  they  failed  to  attend  in  appreciable  numbers. 
However,  the  pike  competition  medal  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Isaacs  with  a  fine  shapely  fish  from  Staines, 
Mr.  Haynes  having  a  nice  tray  of  chub  from  the 
same  locality  ;  several  chub  had  also  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Cox  at  Wargrave,  and  by  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Beamont)  at  Wraysbury.  As  regards  sea  fishing^ 
Mr.  Dryden  and  Dr.  Ladell  reported  a  negative 
result  at  Brighton.    It  was  announced  that  on 
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Tuesday,  Jan.  24,  there  would  be  a  roach,  dace  and 
chub  competition,  when  three  competition  medals 
will  be  offered  severally  for  the  three  best  fish  in 
each  class,  usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions.  It  was  also 
arranged  that  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Hurren 
would  read  a  paper  recapitulating  and  reviewing 
results  of  the  past  year.  As  the  outcome  of  an 
mteresting  discussion  upon  restocking,  Mr.  Martinez 
offered  to  present  the  society  with  several  hundred 
fish,  trout  or  any  other  kind  at  the  society's  dis- 
cretion, for  improving  the  C.L.P.S.  fishery;  this 
munificent  offer  being  followed  by  another  from 
Mr.  Isaacs,  who  promised  a  very  libera]  donation  to 
the  restockmg  fund.  Both  gentlemen  having  been 
very  heartily  thanked  for  their  generosity,  the 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast -and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 

esteemed  chairman  closed  the  proceedings  Hon 

Sec.  ° 
Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last.  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  presiding.  Two  sub-com- 
mittees, for  the  revision  of  the  rules  and  for 
drafting  the  annual  report,  met,  and  considerable  pro- 
gress was  made.  The  1904  accounts  were  audited 
by  Messrs.  A.  Davey  Turner  and  W.  Dick.  It  was 
decided  that  the  restocking  of  the  Chess  fishery 
should  follow  the  society's  usual  procedure  in  this 
matter,for  which  purpose  a  considerable  amount  is  in 
hand  ;  several  of  the  members  have  promised  to  sup- 
plement this  by  private  subscriptions  among  them- 
selves. The  fishing  reports  this  week  were  very 
poor,  but  among  the  successful  anglers  must  be 
mentioned  Mr.  Gill,  who  caught  jack  at  Kelvedon 
and  Mr.  Chasteney,  who  captured  some. nice  codling 
at  Yarmouth.  Next  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  A.  P. 
Zerfass  has  kindly  consented  to  give  a  gramophone 
entertainment.  Friends  of  members  are  cordially 
invited. — Hon.  Sec 
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Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill  presided  over  a  small 
meeting  on  Jan.  11.  The  club  championship  is 
gradually  drawing  to  a  close,  Mr.  Rayner  having 
qualiBed  for  the  final,  in  which  he  will  meet  either 
Mr.  Attwood  or  Mr.  Greenhill.  Next  week  there 
will  be  a  discussion  on  "  Sunday  versus  Week-day 
Fishing,"  and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will 
endeavour  to  put  in  an  appearance.  The  only  takes 
reported  are:  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  chub  and  small  roach 
from  the  Thames ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  dace  up  to  9|oz. 
from  the  Avon  ;  and  Mr.  Potter,  from  our  Barford 
water,  perch,  some  very  nice  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz  . 
and  pike  up  to  91b.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  chair  at  Monday's  meeting  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell.  Angling  reports  were 
meagre,  and  sport  with  grayling  was  stated  by  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  to  have  been 
extremely  bad.  A  party  of  three  members  fished 
the  Itchen  on  the  previous  Saturday,  but  between 
them  had  only  two  small  grayling.  There  was  little 
or  no  rise  of  fiy,  and  the  fish  would  not  take  a  wet 
or  semi-submerged  lure.  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman,  how- 
ever, had  a  good  day's  sport  with  pike  at  Christ- 
church.  He  showed  two  nice  fish  out  of  his  catch, 
the  brace  weighing  nearly  181b.  At  Uxbridge  the 
roach  were  taking  well  on  Saturday,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt 
getting  between  three  and  four  dozen  with  crust. 
Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  who  fished  on  another  day 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  took  a  dozen,  but  nothing  much 
above  a  pound  in  weight  was  landed.  The  roach 
are  in  splendid  condition,  and  fight  well.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  society  takes  place  next 
Monday  week  at  8  p.m.  The  report  and  balance 
sheet  should  be  in  the  hands  of  members  by  to-day 
(Saturday). — Hon.  Sec. 
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On  Monday  evening  (Jan.  2)  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  members  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
Weymouth  Hotel  and  Restaurant,  Mr.  S.  S.  Milledge 
presiding.  In  opening  the  proceedings  he  said,  in 
alluding  to  the  society,  that  when  they  had  a  good 
thing  they  should  try  to  hold  on  to  it  and  not  make 
comparisons  which  might  be  odious  to  other  people. 
He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  portrait  of  the 
chairman  of  the  society  (Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis)  and  that 
of  his  daughter  had  been  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  as  a  proof  of  the  appreciation  in  which  the 
society  was  held,  and  that  Mr.  and  Miss  Wallis  were 
people  of  some  importance  in  the  angling  world. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  chairman  of  committee,  read 
the  following  report: — 

"  Ten  months  ago  I  was  asked  by  the  principal 
anglers  of  the  town  to  form  a  society  for  mutual 
fishing  competitions  and  instruction.  Well,  gentle- 
men, I  knew  I  could  enlist  all  the  expert  fishing 
community  who  would  be  likely  to  do  justice  to 
bring  Weymouth  to  the  front  as  the  best  fishing 


resort  to  be  found  in  England.    Our  bay  is  always 
absolutely  safe,  with  the  most  experienced  and 
steady    body  of  licensed   watermen  to    be  met 
anywhere.    In  a  week  I  had  a  hundred  promises  of 
membership,  so  I  at  once  called  a  meeting,  and 
before  that  was  held  the  hundred  had  paid  their 
subscriptions  and  fifty  more  had  promised.    I  then 
unfolded  a  scheme    by  which   we  could  hold  a 
competition  at  least  once  a  month  for  small  prizes, 
and  by  economy  in  printing  we  would  attempt  to 
run  the  society  without  accepting  any  money  from 
any  person  more   than   their  bare  subscription. 
Wfien  asked  why,  my  reply  was  that  other  societies 
required  more  expensive  plant,  such  as  the  rowing 
club,  whereas  ours   merely  required  a  rod  and 
line,  that  the  tradesmen  of  the  town  were  ever 
generous    in    helpmg    all    athletic    and  other 
societies,  and  that   we  would  not  injure  those 
societies  by  imposing   further   upon   our  towns- 
men.   Some  present  said  it  could  not  be  done  with 
the  bare  subscriptions,  and  my  reply  was,  'If  there 
la  any  deficiency  at  the  end  of  the  season,  I  will  make 
It  good.'    There  was  no  need  of  this,  for  I  am  able 
to  announce  that,  after  six  sea- going  competitions, 
four  of  which  averaged  seventeen  boats  with  four 
in  each,  averaging  catches  of  over  a  quarter  of  a 
ton  of  fish  on  each  occasion,  and  eight  long-shore 
competitions,  with  good  prizes,  we  have  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £5  9s.    Our  society  is  a  success,  and  will 
be  more  so  in  the  coming  year.    The  Press  have 
been  very  good  to  us,  and  helped  to  advertise  our 
town.     Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  of  the  world-famed 
Fishing  Gazette,  has  been  most  generous  in  putting 
any  matter  of  interest  in  his  journal.    He  has  also 
offered  us  a  grand  prize  for  the  aggregate  catch  in 
the  long-shore  competitions.    Mr.  Thompson,  our 
worthy  host  of  this  evening,  has  also  offered  us  a 
£5  cup.    I  beg  to  thank  those  townsmen  who  have 
given  prizes,  notably  to  the  watermen  during  the 
past  season.    We  have  made  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
and  his  sub-editor  life  members  of  our  society." 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  year  was  as 
follows: — Chairman  of  committee,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Wallis;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell ;  captain,  Mr. 
P.  R.  Bolt ;  sub-captain,  Mr.  W.  Halliday ;  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  F.  Read,  T.  E.  P.  Jones,  H. 
Hayman,  jun.,  W.  Stoodley,  H.  Gullick,  J.  H. 
Cousens,  and  J.  Greenfell. 

After  the  business  had  been  transacted  an 
adjournrnent  was  made  to  the  Grill  Room,  where 
above  ninety  sat  down  ta  an  excellent  repast, 
provided  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  proprietor.  The 
festive  board  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  S.  S. 
Milledge,  who  was  supported  by  Councillors  Rod 
Board  and  W.  J.  Bridle,  Dr.  Green,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Wallis  (chairman  of  committee  and  treasurer) 
Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell  (hon.  sec),  Mr.  J.  Howard  Bowen, 
Mr.  Nichols  (London),  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Hurdle,  Mi-.  F.  Herbert,  and  Mr.  F.  Dennis.  The 
vice-chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Councillor  A. 
Dennis,  who  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Hoff  and 
others. 

Grace  having  been  said,  the  loyal  toasts  were  duly 
honoured  and  *'  duty  "  was  then  taken  off  tobacco. 

Mr.  J.  Parsons  proposed  "The  Navy,  Army  and 
Reserve  Forces,"  coupling  with  the  toast  the  names 
of  Mr.  Hinde  for  the  seni^jr  service.  Master- Gunner 
Ponsonby  (retired)  for  the  army,  and  Major  J. 
Howard  Bowen  (retired)  for  the  auxi  iaiy  service, 
all  of  whom  suitably  responded. 

The  principal  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success  to 
the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society," 
fell  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Hurdle.    He  observed  that  he 
would  give  way  to  nobody  in  regard  to  the  great 
interest  he  took  in  angling  and  in  their  society  in 
particular.    He  felt  proud  to  be  present  that  even- 
ing because  they  had  a  magnificent  gathering  of 
enthusiastic  fishermen  present.    The  task  which 
had  been  imposed  upon  him  was  a  difficult  one, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  to  propose  success  to  a  society 
whose  success    was   alrsady   a  sured.     What  he 
considered  he  ought  to  submit  was  "  Continued 
success  to  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 
Society."     They  knew  as   well  as  he  did  the 
history  of  that  society.     It  was  founded  some 
ten    months    since    by  Mr.    S.    H.  Wallis,  and 
during  the  time  which  had  intervened  300  members 
had  been  enrolled,  which  was  a  famous  piece  of 
work.    By  that  time  ne.xt  year,  when  Mr.  Wallis 
had  scoured  the  town  well,   with  that  agility 
for  which  he  was  famous,  the  membership  would 
probably  be  increased  by  another  100  or  so  new 
members.    With  regard  to  Mr.  Wallis's  achieve- 
ments, his  fishing  records  were  wonderful.    He  had 
during    the  fishing  season    secured    three  first 
prizes,  two  second,  and  one  third;   but  with  his 
usual  generosity  he  had  not  claimed  them,  but 
had  been  awarded  the  gold  medal,  presented  by 
Mr.  I.  J.  Brown.    He  (Mr.  Hurdle)  was  gratified 
that  Mr.  Wallis   had    been    so    successful,  and 
believed  that  in  forming  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Sea  AngUng  Society,  he  had  established  something 
which  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  for  the  town 
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of  Weymouth.  He  was  certainly  doing  hia  best  to 
push  Weymouth  to  the  front  to  the  utmost  of  his 
ability,  and  deserved  the  support  and  co-operation 
of  his  brother  townsmen.  In  addition  to  the 
pleasure  which  the  society  gave  to  them  as  towns- 
men, the  institution  was  also  one  of  the  greatest 
attraction  on  the  south-east  or  west  coast  of 
England  for  inducing  visitors  to  come  to  Weymouth 
to  fish  and  enter  into  competition  for  trophies  similar 
to  that  which  Mr.  Wallis  had  carried  off.  In  the 
name  of  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 
Society  he  wished  to  congratulate  Mr.  Wallis  on 
the  success  which  it  had  attained,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  he  would  enjoy  good  health  and  long 
life,  and  be  associated  with  the  institution  as  its 
head  for  a  long  time  to  come.  He  would  like  to 
refer  also  to  the  services  rendered  by  the  indefatig- 
able hon.  secretary,  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell,  who  was 
ever  on  the  alert  to  angle  somebody  into  joining  the 
society.  In  business  connected  with  the  institution 
he  had  shown  himself  most  energetic,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  society  had  carved  two  shields  in 
wood  with  the  name  and  design  on  it,  which, 
hanging  on  the  wall  over  the  head  of  the 
chairman,  would  prove  acceptable  to  the  mem- 
bers. With  the  toast  Mr.  Hurdle  coupled  the 
names  of  these  two  gentlemen.  Mr.  Wallis,  in 
responding,  said  he  wished  to  receive  no  thanks 
for  the  share  which  he  had  taken  in  founding  and 
assisting  in  carrying  on  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Sea  Angling  Society.  The  institution  was  intended 
to  serve  not  only  their  own  pleasure,  but  that  of 
visitors  also,  and  to  be  an  incentive  to  induce 
people  to  come  to  Weymouth.  He  wished  par- 
ticularly to  thank  the  local  Press  for  the  assistance 
■which  it  had  lent  the  society,  and  also  Mr.  Atkins 
for  having  advertised  it  in  the  columns  of  the 
London  papers  without  any  expense  whatever  to 
the  town.  The  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 
Society  was  rim  on  popular  lines;  there  were  no 
hon.  subscribers,  and  with  a  Is.  entrance  fee  it 
had  grown  in  eight  months  beyond  his  hope  or 
expectation  to  300  members.  He  would  like  to 
mention  that  Messrs.  Marston  and  Howard,  two 
gentlemen  connected  with  fishing  papers,  had 
promised  prizes  for  competitions  next  season. 
These  gentlemen  and  himself  were  endeavouring  to 
arrange  a  scheme  by  which  they  proposed  to  bring 
Londoners  down  to  Weymouth  for  a  few  hours' 
fishing.  He  did  not  say  that  the  scheme  would  be 
carried  to  a  success  at  the  early  stage,  but  with  co- 
operation he  thought  they  were  warranted  in  the 
expectation  and  hope  that  Londoners  would  be  able 
to  come  down  to  Weymouth,  have  two  orthree  hours' 
fishing,  boatmen  to  supply  the  bait,  and  return  to 
their  homes  before  midnight,  at  a  cost  of  6s.  3d. 
Alluding  to  the  question  of  trawling  in  Weymouth 
Bay,  a  subject  which  had  been  brought  before  the 
Southern  Sea  Fisheries  Board  and  the  Dorset  County 
Council,  Mr.  Wallis  considered  it  disgraceful  that 
men  should  be  deprived  of'  trawling  in  Weymouth 
Bay.  Owing  to  this  not  being  permitted,  the  bed 
was  becoming  soured  and  a  rendezvous  for  all  kinds 
of  sea  vermin.  If  trawling  were  permitted,  the 
Weymouth  Corporation  would  be  saved  a  large 
sum  of  money  annually,  which  was  at  present 
expended  in  removing  seaweed  from  the  shore. 

Mr.  Rowell  also  responded.  In  doing  so  he  said 
that  he  had  done  his  best  to  serve  the  society  in 
every  possible  way.  There  had  been  a  good  deal 
of  hard  work  coimected  with  it,  but  with  the 
result  which  had  been  attained  this  had  been  made 
a  pleasure,  and  it  was  his  sincere  wish  that  by  next 
year  the  society  would  be  largely  augmented  in 
point  of  numbers.  It  was  satisfactory,  too,  to 
know  that  they  had  a  good  balance  in  hand,  which 
was  saying  a  good  deal  for  a  newly-established 
society. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  proposed  "  The  Health  of  the 
Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman,"  observing  that  both 
these  gentlemen  were  always  willing  and  ready  to 
advance  the  interests  of  Weymouth.  Mr.  S.  S. 
Milledge,  in  replying,  said  Mr.  Wallis  was  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  immense  success  which 
haa  attended  the  formation  of  the  Weymouth 
and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society.  The  institution 
had  done  great  good  for  the  town,  and  was  making 
Weymouth  far  better  known  than  it  could  ever  have 
expected  to  have  been  without  the  aid  of  such  an 
institution.  Theyhad  diu-ing  the  past  season  amongst 
the  many  visitors  who  had  come  to  Weymouth  in 
consequence  of  the  existence  of  the  Weymouth  and 
Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society  many  of  the  chief 
magistrates  in  the  country,  who  had  proved  very  keen 
fishermen,  and  who  had  enjoyed  good  sport  in  the 
local  waters.  These  gentlemen  had  returned  home 
full  of  praise  in  regard,  to  the  splendid  angling  which 
they  had  enjoyed  in  Weymouth,  and  the  outcome 
of  such  praise  was  that  next  season  they  could 
look  forward  to  a  large  influx  of  visitors  keen  on 
sport.  Weymouth  did  not  possess  too  many  ad- 
vantages in  the  way  of  attractions,  and  sea  angling 
under  the  present  regime  could  certainly  be  counted 


as  amongst  one  of  the  attractions  to  visitors.  They 
knew  that  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 
Society  had  worked  most  amicably  during  the  past 
season  by  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  retiring 
officials  had  been  re-elected.  Mr.  AVallis  and  the 
whole  of  the  officials  were  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  success  which  had  attended  tho  society.  He 
desired  to  apologise  for  Mr.  R.  P.  Bolt,  the  captain 
of  the  society,  who  was  from  home.  Mr.  Milledge, 
in  concluding,  recommended  that  during  the 
fishing  season  a  central  room  should  be  appointed 
where  visitors  could  meet  and  arrange  through  an 
officer  of  the  club  parties  of  four  or  more  to  embark 
on  fishing  excursions.  Some  arrangement  of  that 
kind,  he  thought,  would  prove  an  immense  boon  to 
visitors.  Mr.  Dennis,  in  responding,  said  that  he 
most  earnestly  hoped  that  the  society,  which  had 
only  been  established  eight  months,  and  had  proved 
such  a  great  success,  woixld  continue  to  be  so.  They 
in  Weymouth  wanted  their  town  to  be  brought  to 
the  front  in  every  possible  way.  They  were 
a  long  way  down  on  the  South  Coast,  but  there 
was  no  reason  in  the  world,  with  a  good  service 
of  trains  and  with  plenty  of  attractions,  their 
splendid  bay  and  fishing,  why  the  town  should  not 
forge  ahead  and  become  second  to  none  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  If  the  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
Sea  Angling  Society  were  content  with  Is.  subscrip- 
tions, and  declined  hon.  subscriptions,  then  it  was 
an  institution  unique  in  the  country.  The  society 
had  proved  by  its  efforts  in  the  past  that  it  was  not 
only  worthy  of  the  support  of  the  fishing  community, 
but  of  the  entire  town  of  Weymouth. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis 
with  Mr.  Brown's  gold  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish 
taken  in  long-shore  competition.  The  total  weight 
was  151b.  14oz.  Mr.  Milledge,  speaking  sotto  voce 
to  Mr.  Wallis,  said  he  imderstood  from  him  that 
that  was  not  the  heaviest  fish  he  had  taken.  Mr. 
Wallis  last  summer  had  landed  one  scaling  321b., 
and  he  (Mr.  Milledge)  believed  that  in  the  deep  sea 
he  had  far  away  exceeded  that  weight.  Mr.  Milledge 
then  asked  the  acceptacce  of  Mr.  Rowell  (the  hon. 
sec.)  of  a  purse  of  gold  subscribed  for  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society  for  the  magnificent  waj'  in  which 
he  had  served  them  during  the  past  season.  Mr. 
Rowell  suitably  leturned  thanks. 

Other  minor  toasts  followed.  During  the  evening 
a  number  of  songs  were  contributed,  and  at  mid- 
night the  gathering  dispersed,  having  spent  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. — Southern  Times. 


ANGLING  NOTES  FEOM  TASMANIA. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  at  Hobart  Town,  Tasmania, 
kindly  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  Mercury.  I  give  a 
few  extracts  from  "  Jolly  Tail's  "  "  Angling  Notes  "  in 
it.  I  am  afraid  that  the  "  noble  salmon"  he  nearly 
caught  was  a  sea-going  S.  jario.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  in  some  of  the  New  Zealand  and  Tasmanian 
rivers  the  trout  drop  down  to  the  brackish  water, 
and  even  wander  along  the  coast,  but  I  have  never 
yet  seen  unquestionable  proof  of  the  salmon  having 
been  acclimatised.  My  idea  has  always  been  that 
the  great  number  of  voracious  sea  fish  in  those  seas 
give  the  salmon  fry  no  chance.  From  all  I  have 
heard  Tasmania  must  be  a  grand  country  for  the 
angler — the  scenery  is  lovely  and  the  climate  perfect. 
If  the  trout  take  the  natural  fly  floating  on  the 
water,  then  there  is  no  doubt  they  would  take  a 
dry  artificial  fly. — R.  B.  M. 

"Jolly  Tail"  says: — 

The  sands  are  running  low,  and  the  trout  season 
approaches  its  end.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
must,  as  in  duty  bound,  give  what  space  I  can  for 
the  present  to  matters  trouty,  and  for  a  little  while 
will  need  to  go  slow  in  respect  of  mammoth  catches 
of  the  ubiquitous  'couta,  the  tasty  rock  cod,  and 
the  reptilian  flathead. 

I  have  just  taken  a  drive  along  Derwent  banks 
to  the  Sorell  River,  New  Norfolk.  I  have  made 
occasional  little  trips  during  the  past  year  or  so  to 
odd  places  along  the  route,  but  have,  for  a  long 
period,  paid  no  extended  visit  to  the  up-river  shores. 
First  among  old  haunts,  I  came  upon  the  Berriedale, 
and  having  no  iconoclastic  designs  antagonistic  to 
the  landlord's  shingles,  looked  in  at  the  local  hotel. 
Mr.  Kearney  informed  me  that  there  is  a  monster 
trout  hauntmg  the  pretty  little  bay  in  the  rear  of 
his  house,  whose  weight  he  estimates  at  201b.,  and 
who  refuses  to  be  caught.  It  is  at  high  tide  this 
fine  gentleman  disports  himself,  feeding  upon  the 
pretty  fish,  in  places  where  the  mud  is  too  deep  for 
the  angler  to  wade,  and^the  water  too  shallow  to 
float  a  boat.  This  tactician  has  inhabited  the  bay 
for  two  seasons,  bar  holidays,  having  recently 
returned  after  a  considerable  absence.  We  come 
presently  to  the  nice  little  bridge  which  spans  Clare- 
mont  Creek.  It  was  there  that  once  a  much  cher- 
ished lady  of  my  household  held  a  bait  net  while  I 
was  drawing  in  a  score  of  jollytails.    At  the  critical 


moment  she  let  loose  her  end  of  the  net,  exclaiming, 
"Oh,  see  those  lovely  ducks?"  "Oh,"  I  cried, 
impatiently,  "Bless  the  ducks,"  or  I  ought  to  have 
blessed  the  ducks.  The  lady  objected  to  the  Pina- 
fore comminations,  and  I  got  no  more  bait  on  that 
occasion.  And  the  ducks  were  beautiful — a  proud 
mother  and  a  round  dozen  of  little  ducklings,  swim- 
ming from  under  the  railway  bridge  out  into  the 
little  pool.  Further  on  there  is  Sheoak  Point,  where 
I  once  met  a  great  disappointment.  I  had  hold  of 
a  noble  salmon  (»S'. /ar  jo)  of  not  less  than  101b.  Again 
and  again  he  rose  into  the  air,  shining  brilliantly  in 
his  silver  sea  coat.  I  had  obtained  control  of  him, 
approached  the  water  closely,  got  my  gaff  ready, 
and  speculated  how  he  ought  to  be  cooked,  when, 
alas  !  there  was  a  slackne.ss  of  the  line,  not  accounted 
for  by  the  fish  rushing  inshore.  We  are  at 
Austin's  Ferry  now,  near  where  Governor  Gormans- 
ton,  who  was  a  great  fisherman,  kept  his  boat,  and 
close  at  hand  are  the  sturdy  station  children  who 
used  to  catch  bait  for  him.  Lord  Gormanston  was 
not  popular,  but  he  could  do  a  kind  and  Uberal 
thing.  After  he  left  Tasmania  he  sent  a  present  of 
5s.  to  each  of  those  station  children,  and  they  are 
members  of  a  household  not  open  to  the  charge  of 
race  suicide.  We  have  got  a  mile  further  along  the 
road,  and  hidden  from  sight  by  the  bush  is  the 
Wliite  Stone  Point.  It  was  here  that,  one  evening, 
I  saved  four  fine  trout  from  a  watery  grave.  Here, 
too,  that  the  late  Mr.  H.  V.  Bayly — alas,  the  late — 
caught  a  fish  which  had  been  playing  insolently 
about,  and  which  none  of  the  rest  of  u-s  could  win 
from  his  own  element.  Just  here  was  it,  or  was  it 
above  the  bridge,  that  Governor  Gormanston  met 
with  his  tragical  disaster  ?  He  was  a  heavy  man,  and 
plumping  down  suddenly  in  his  boat,  he  seated 
himself  upon  tloree  triangles — that  is  say,  upon  at 
least  nine  hooks.  It  took  a  number  of  minor  sur- 
gical operations  to  release  his  lordship  from  his 
painful  entanglements.  I  could  tell  other  stories  of 
the  river,  but  enough  for  the  present.  We  fished 
the  Sorell  Creek,  and  my  mate  landed  a  trout  2^\h. 
in  weight  on  a  hopper.  I  was  fishing  with  worm. 
Several  good  trout  had  a  look  at  my  bait,  but 
refused  to  be  deluded. 

The  Rev.  A.  Brain,  of  St.  George's,  Hobart,  kindly 
supplies  me  with  some  particulars  of  his  recent 
trip  to  the  Great  Lake.  He  writes: — "  One  Mon- 
day I  took  my  bicycle  by  train  to  Apsley,  and 
staying  the  night  at  Mr.  Wilson's  (Steppes)  reached 
the  Great  Lake  the  next  morning.  After  fishing  the 
lagoon  for  over  an  hour  without  success,  I  tried  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon,  and  in  a  few  minutes  landed 
a  13lb.  trout,  losing  another  an  hour  later.  The 
next  morning  I  fished  the  east  shore  with  the  Rev. 
H.  H.  Anderson,  which  yielded  splendid  sport,  as 
we  'ran  '  about  a  dozen  fish,  and  landed  three  each. 


ACCLIMATISING  FOREIGN  GAME 
BIRDS  IN  AMERICA. 


Mr.  E.  Tinsley,  Chief  Game  Warden,  Ontario, 
CanaWa,  in  his  report  to  the  North  American  Fish 
and  Game  Protective  Association  says : — 

"  The  more  consideration  I  have  given  this  matter 
the  less  sanguine  I  become.  English  and  Mongolian 
pheasants  may  be  well  adapted  for  private  preserves, 
where  they  can  be  fed  during  the  winter.  The  fact 
that  they  are  ground  feeders,  and  to  some  extent 
semi-domesticated,  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
become  a  factor  in  the  game  supply  of  public  lands. 
Pheasants  would  have  a  poor  chance  in  farming 
districts  depleted  of  woods,  in  fact,  pheasants  require 
similar  grounds  to  those  suitable  for  wild  turkeys. 
Wild  turkeys  some  years  ago  were  found  in  large 
numbers  in  Western  Ontario.  They  have  disap- 
peared with  the  woods,  and  so  would  the  pheasants. 

"The  experiments  with  capercailzie  and  black  game 
in  Maine  have  not  been  successful.  No  other  game 
birds  can  be  introduced,  suitable  to  our  climate, 
that  will  compare  with  our  ruffed  grouse  and  quail, 
and  certainly  no  other  game  birds  are  so  well  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  But  even  these  hardy 
birds  cannot  hold  their  own  in  the  fight  with  Nature 
in  her  angry  moods.  A  severe  winter  with  the 
snow  crusted,  or  an  imusually  wet  and  cold  breeding 
season,  these  plucky  birds  are  unable  to  contend 
with.  It  seems  to  me  we  should  pay  more  attention 
to  the  material  we  have,  suitable  to  our  respective 
countries,  rather  than  waste  time  and  money  on 
foreign  buds. 

"  I  am  not  aware  that  the  propagation  in  captivity 
of  our  native  game  birds  has  been  undertaken  to 
any  large  extent  or  in  an  intelligent  way.  I  do  not 
suppose  this  can  be  done  to  any  large  extent,  but 
feel  convinced  that  the  establishment  of  quail  breed- 
ing farms  on  an  intelligent  plan  would  do  much  to 
ensure  a  supply  of  breeding  stock  after  bad  breeding 
seasons,  and  be  a  prolific  source  of  profit  to  those 
engaging  therein." 
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Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  SINGLE-TRIANGLE  PIKE  SPINNING 
FLIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  Mr.  Cholmoncleley- 
Pennell  quoted  my  opinion  on  the  above  subject  in 
his  recent  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  must 
say  that  I  think  the  single-triangle  spinning  flight 
and  trace  with  which  I  have  seen  Mr.  Penneil  kill  a 
great  many  fish — some  of  them  heavy  ones  up  to 
16Ib. — is  one  of  the  very  finest  that  any  angler 
could  ever  wish  to  use.  It  has  so  many  strong 
points  and  not  a  single  weak  one.  For  instance,  in 
the  Avon,  as  everyone  knows,  we  are  troubled  with 
a  great  many  weeds,  and  the  way  in  which  the  bait 
runs  over  and  through  them  is  simply  marvellous. 

I  have,  of  course,  seen  plenty  of  work  with  the 
old-fashioned  spinning  flights,  but  it  has  always 
been  the  case  that  before  we  had  been  on  long  we 
were  obliged  to  give  it  up  as  we  were  bound  to  get 
everlastingly  "weeded,"  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a 
great  boon  and  pleasure  to  all  anglers  to  use  the 
new  tackle. 

But  besides  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  it 
clears  the  weeds,  there  is  the  quickness  in  the 
baiting  of  the  tackle,  which  is  so  simple  that  any 
child  could  do  it,  and  with  the  certainty  of  getting 
a  brilliant  spin. 

Its  hooking  powers  are  also  astonishing,  and  I 
myseU  was,  I  must  admit,  quite  taken  by  surprise 
at  seeing  so  many  fish  hooked  in  proportion  to  runs 
— and  so  well  hooked — and  safely  landed  by  Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
attending  him  on  the  Avon. 

Then  again  there  is  the  casting,  in  doing  which  a 
novice,  at  any  rate,  is  very  apt  to  get  the  line 
caught  by  his  foot,  or  in  sometning  or  other,  and 
away  goes  the  bait.  But  the  advantage  of  the  new 
tackle  is  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  bait  to  be 
thrown  off  the  flight  when  casting,  and  when  you 
hook  a  fish  the  bait  runs  up  the  line  so  that  it  is 
not  destroyed,  and  you  can  go  on  using  it  again. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  any  angler  who 
does  a  lot  of  pike  spinning  will  find  Mr.  Pennell's 
tackle  a  great  boon  and  a  new  experience  as  com- 
pared with  the  old-fashioned  flights  and  traces. — 
Yours  truly,  M.  W.  Hayter,  Fisherman. 

Ringwood. 


AN  OLD  ANGLING  MSS. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  teU 
me  the  earliest  mention  of  the  "Bracken  Clock  "  in 
any  old  north  country  books  on  angling  ?  Also 
what  period  the  word  "  Omer "  was  ussd  for  the 
grayling  or  umber,  as  I  have  a  MSS.  I  want  to 
identify. — Yours  truly,  R.  VV.  Vernon. 


WEIGHT  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Luce"  asks  if 
anybody  can  beat  Mr.  Jardine's  record  of  a  perch 
of  4flb.  caught  at  Daventry.  Perch  over  that 
weight  are  very  rare,  and  it  is  needful  to  be  quite 
sure  of  them.  Thus  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ten 
years  ago  a  correspondent  sent  an  account  of 
"three  roach  and  a  fine  perch,  the  latter  weighing 
6pb."  We  all  thought  this  meant  that  the  perch 
weighed  6ilb.,  but  a  letter  of  inquiry  showed  that 
6 Jib.  was  the  weight  of  the  whole  lot  of  three  roach 
and  one  perch  !  But  I  have  records  of  perch  over 
4 Jib.,  and  they  are  all  taken  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Here  they  are:  A  perch  of  51b.  caught 
in  Daventry  Reservoir  ;  a  perch  of  61b.  loz.  caught 
in  1875  by  Oborne,  the  royal  fisherman  there,  and 
sent  up  to  Windsor  Castle  for  the  Queen,  and 
actually  cooked  for  the  royal  table ;  and  the  same 
Mr.  Oborne  vouches  for  a  perch  of  nearly  81b.  in 
the  same  water.  These  are  authenticated  instances. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


FLY-TYING  QUERIES,  Etc. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  kindly  answer  the  following  ques- 
tions: — What  blackbird's  wing,  male  or  female,  to 
be  used  for  the  fly  Greenwell's  Glory  ?  How  to  use 
the  feather  for  tying  wing  (so  called),  rolled  and 
then  split  (wet  fly)  ?  How  to  tell  male  trout  from 
female  ?    An  answer  will  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Tredegar.  G.  Austin. 


AN  ANGLING  CLUB  NEAR  GRAVESEND. 
Dear  Sir, — There  being  no  angling  society  here, 
would  you  cr  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me 
the  nearest  one  to  Gravesend  as  I  wish  to  become 
a  member  and  to  obtain  privilege  tickets  for  the 
Modway.  An  answer  through  your  valuable  paper 
will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly.  Anxious. 


"STEWART"  TACKLE  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  this  heading  I  have  just 
noticed,  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  24,  an  interesting 
letter  from  your  correspondent,  "  W.  .Johnstone 
Forfar,"  on  the  subject  of  worm  fishing  for  salmon. 
I  am  in  accord  with  many  of  the  writer's  views, 
and  especially  with  what  he  says  about  the  "bvinch 
of  worms  on  the  great-hook-style  of  fishing." 
Certainly  it  is  not  a  very  attractive  branch  of  the 
art,  and  is  open,  moreover,  to  the  same  sort  of 
objection  which  most  modern  sportsmen  have  to 
fishing  for  pike  with  a  gorge-bait. 

With  regard  to  the  hooks  used  on  the  modern 
tackle,  your  correspondent  is  also  perfectly  right  in 
saying  that  they  are  ordinarily  "  too  fine  " — at  any 
rate,  for  large  fish,  let  alone  "  20-poimders,"  but 
when  he  goes  on  to  add  "  excspt  perhaps  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  or  E.  M. 
Tod,"  I  fear  I  must  take  exception  to  the  implied 
compliment,  as  I  am  not  myself  either  a  user  or  an 
advocate  of  the  "Stewart"  tackle  (that  is,  a  tackle 
of  three  or  four  hooks),  as  the  writer  seems  to 
suppose,  but  of  a  two-hook  tackle,  with  which  I  have 
killed  some  hundreds  of  salmon  and  bull-trout  of 
varying  weights,  up  to,  and  over,  "  20-pounders." 
.  .  .  But  then — I  have  always  used  hooks  extra 
stout  in  the  wire.  What  happens  to  such 
tackle  when  the  wire  of  the  hook  is  not  stout 
enoush  is  well  illustrated  bv  the  accompanying 
example,  which  is  the  actual  flight  as  it  reappeared 
after  having  been  fast  for  a  short  time  in  a  large 
fish  under  a  heavy  stream,  and  whera  it  was 
impossible  to  give  much  law.  T  kept  the  tackle  as 
a  curiosity,  and  you  may  possibly  think  it  worth 
reproduction  in  your  paper. 


Not  only  have  the  two  hooks  been  bent  out 
"  nearly  straight,"  as  the  expression  is,  but  the  top 
hook  you  will  notice  has  also  been  pulled  down  the 
gut,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hook  being  an 
"eyed"  one,  it  would  have  come  away  altogether. 

The  proper  distance  between  the  two  hooks — 
that  is,  between  the  lowest  part  of  the  bend  of  the 
upper  hook,  and  the  lowest  part  of  the  bend  of  the 
bottom  hook — is  about  l:|in. 

In  my  description  of  this  tackle  in  the  volume 
on  Salmon  and  Trout  in  the  "  Badminton  Library 
of  Sport,"  where  I  think  it  first  appeared,  I  make 
the  following  observations  : — 

"The  hooks,  which  it  is  very  important  should 
be  stout  in  the  wire — I  may  say,  extra  stout  in  the 
wire — should  be  two  or  three  sizes  larger  than  those 
in  the  (two-hook)  trout  tackle.  No.  6,  '  new  scale,' 
of  my  old  pattern  ('  Hutchinson  ')  is  the  best  hook, 
and  the  best  size  when  the  water  is  low  and  clear, 
and  with  thicker  water  and  extra  large  lobworm. 
No.  7,  '  new  scale.'  The  equivalent  numbers  of  the 
old  scale  are :  9,  old  scale,  equals  6,  new  scale ; 
8,  old  scale,  equals  7,  new  scale." 

May  I  add  that  I  wish  I  had  never  "evolved" 
the  New  Scale  ?  No  doubt  the  intention  was  to  try 
and  make  things  theoretically  more  perfect,  but  in 
practice  I  doubt  if  the  result  has  been  anything 
but  an  unmitigated  nuisance  and  inconvenience  to 
myself  and  everybody  else  who  has  had  to  deal 
with  it,  including  especially  my  hook  makers  !  .  .  . 
It  is,  however.  I  fear  now  too  late  to  undo  the 
mischief,  as  the  scale  has  been  published  in  so 
many  tackle  makers'  catalogues,  and  has  also  so 
often  got  into  print  otherwise  in  reference  to 
angling  matters,  that  probably  the  least  of  two 
evils  is  to  leave  matters  as  they  are. — Yours  truly, 
H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

P.S. — Since  writing  this  I  have  recollected  that 
it  was  in  the  "  Modern  Practical  Angler"  that  I 
first  published  my  system  of  worm  fishing  for 
salmon  with  the  two-hook  tackle.  This  volume 
was  published  in  1870.  How  time  flies  !  I  find 
the  following  observation  (2nd  Edit.,  p.  172) :  "  The 
thicker  the  hooks  are  in  the  wire  the  better." 


HIGH  LAND  AND   HIGH  TROUT  FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — As  we  are  getting  within  "  hailing 
distance  "of  the  trout  season  perhaps  some  reader 
can  answer  a  question  for  the  benefit  of  a  brother 
angler,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  others  also. 

I  wish  to  hear  of  a  place  which  stands  very  high 
and  away  from  the  sea,  and  where  there  is  good 
trouting — in  other  words,  the  finest  bracing  ait- 
combined  with  good  fishing  (not  so  easy  to  get !) 

There  are  some  wonderfully  bracing  spots  on 
Exmoor  and  Dartmoor  I  believe,  but  1  have  only 
tried  the  Lyn  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  that 
hardly  takes  one  into  the  really  bracing  parts,  and, 
further,  the  trout  run  very  small  there. 

I  do  not  wish  to  go  so  far  as  Scotland  or  Ireland, 
but  any  part  of  England  or  Wales  would  do — say, 
900ft.  or  more  above  sea  level,  and  a  chance  of  a- 
pounder  occasionally. — Yours  truly, 

March  Brown. 


THE  LARGEST  BRITISH  PERCH. 
Dear  Sib, — Last  week  one  of  your  correspondents, 
who  signed  himself  "Luce,"  said  he  would  like  to 
know  which  was  the  largest  perch  of  which  there 
was  any  authentic  record.  Izaak  Walton,  in  his 
"  Compleat  Angler,"  speaks  of  a  perch  as  having 
been  caught  by  an  angler  25in.  long,  and  says  that 
this  was  a  deep-bodied  fish.  Perhaps  this  would 
be  the  largest.  It  is  also  mentioned  in  the  "  Bad- 
minton Library  "  as  being  the  largest  ever  caught 
in  England. — Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Hirst. 


THE  IMPROVED  "  G.  H.  H."  FLY  AND 
CAST  BOX. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  notice  of  the 
"  G.  H.  H."  fly  box,  which  appeared  on  p.  1  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  7,  if,  as  we  understand,  the 
spring  lid  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  patent,  we  are 
afraid  it  has  already  been  forestalled,  as  we  were 
fishing  last  season  with  our  new  improved  pattern 
of  ithe  "Onsight"  eyed  fly  box  and  cast  damper 
combined,  which,  in  addition  to  our  registered 
window'd  lids,  has  a  self-acting  opening  spring  device 
to  each. — Yours  truly,  Ogden  Smiths. 


RATS  RUINING  RIVER  BANKS. 

Dear  Sir,— At  my  water  recently  I  saw  more 
rats  than  trout,  and  the  banks  are  undermined 
by  their  runs.  Can  you  or  your  Fishing  Gazette 
readers  give  me  any  hint  how  they  can  be 
exterminated  ?  It  is  interesting  to  watch  a  rat 
now  and  then,  but  thej'  are  becoming  too  obtrusive. 
My  man  says  traps  are  of  no  use.  The  question  is. 
What  poison  and  how  to  administer  it  ? — Yours 
truly.  Vale  of  Chess. 

[Poison  is  dangerous  to  other  things  besides  rats. 
Are  they  rats  or  voles  ?  A  gun  seems  the  best 
thing  to  recommend.    Can  any  reader  help  ? — Ed.] 

ROACH  FOR  SEA  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  sprat  season  being  over,  and 
other  bait  being  apparently  unavailable,  I  was 
much  surprised  to  see  at  one  of  our  local  fish  shops 
in  this  town  a  collection  of  small  roach  of  "  live- 
bait"  size,  which  upon  inquiry  I  elicited  were  for 
sea  bait.  This  expedient  of  using  fresh-water  fish 
for  bait  for  sea  fish  was  unknown  to  me,  but  the 
"  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating."  One 
fisherman  (professional)  using  these  roach,  cut  up 
into  fmall  pieces  as  one  would  cut  up  a  sprat  or 
fresh  hen ing,  caught  on  his  "tipple  towing"  line 
thirty  good  dabs,  and  I  hear  that  roach  are  often 
used  for  this  purpose  when  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
other  bait.  I  thought  your  reiders  when  in  a 
difficulty  as  to  bait  for  sea  fishing  might  be  glad  to 
learn  of  one  that  certainly  appears  to  answer  its 
purpose.  I  find  several  of  our  beach  fishermen  use 
the  bait  in  question,  though  I  have  not  yet  met  a 
pier  angler  who  does  so,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  if 
cod  will  take  a  roach.  I  am  making  inquiries  on 
the  subject.  In  the  recent  discussion  on  "  Baits," 
opened  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  the  Heme  Bay  Anglers' 
Association,  although  he  mentions  baits  all  more 
or  less  known  to  the  average  sea  angler,  he  does 
not  allude  to  any  fresh-water  fish  bsing  used  as  a 
bait  for  saa  fish. 

This  subject  might  open  up  afield  for  experiment. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  have  already  tried 
roac'n  or  other  fresh-water  fish.  It  might  be 
interesting  to  obtain  their  ideas. — Yours  truly, 

Leonard  Butler  Weightson  (B.S.A.S.). 


FISHING  AT  PETWORTH  AND  PULBOROUGH 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
answer  through  your  valuable  paper  whether  there 
is  any  good  public  pike  fishing  at  Petworth  or  near 
same ;  also  what  part  of  Pulboroueh  would  be  tho 
likeliest  place  to  capture  pike,  and  what  distance 
from  railway  station  it  would  be  ? — Yours  truly, 

R.  D. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Fine  Collection  of  Specimen  Fish. 

One  of  the  best  private  collections  of  specimen 
fish  which  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time  is  that  of 
Mr.  David  Pine,  of  Maidstone.  It  includes  most 
of  our  important  fresh-water  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Pine 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  Irish  lake 
trout  being  especially  fine  ;  his  91b.  Irish  bream  was 
taken  on  a  trout  spinning  bait  fairly  hooked  in  the 
mouth.  A  good  barbel  is  about  the  only  fish 
missing  from  the  collection,  and  that  Mr.  Pine  hopes 
to  get  some  day.  His  and  Mr.  Philip  Skip  worth's 
enthusiastic  descriptions  of  Irish  May  Fly  fishing 
on  the  big  lakes  have  made  me  keen  to  try  the  sport. 
I  cannot  see  why  a  good  floating  artificial  should 
not  kill,  but  they  both  say  it  is  not  a  bit  of  good — 
anyway,  I  shall  give  it  a  good  trial  when  I  do  go. 

Scarcity  of  Thames  Dace  for  Bait. 

Several  pike  anglers  I  know,  myself  included, 
have  found  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  Thames  dace  in 
London  this  season,  especially  dace  of  medium  size 
— four  to  five  inches  or  so — the  best  size  for  pater- 
nostering  or  spinning.  I  am  told  the  reason  is  that 
the  old  Thames  netsmen's  licences  are  not  renewed 
as  they  fall  in,  from  death  or  other  causes.  Anyway, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  publish  the  names  of  fishing 
tackle  makers  and  others  who  are  in  a  position  to 
supply  live  dace  and  gudgeon.  If  this  scarcity  con- 
tinues it  will  pay  some  fish  breeder  to  devote  a 
pond  or  two  to  their  culture.  Mr.  Gillett  takes 
great  pains  to  obUge  his  customers,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  he  has  a  good  stock  of  large  and 
medium  dace,  and  also  gudgeon. 


Some  Grand  Trout. 

Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter -lane,  has  in  his  window  some 
of  the  grand  trout  which  Mr.  White,  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Qub,  caught  last  year  in  Blagdon  Reservoir, 
near  Bristol.  I  think  the  weights  of  the  fish  Mr. 
White  had  set  up  are  91b.  2oz.,  81b.  loz.,  71b.,  and 
5 Jib.  He  also  caught  (all  in  two  days'  fishing)  a 
fish  of  91b.  loz.  and  one  of  61b.  4oz.,  as  well  as 
many  smaller  trout.  I  should  think  this  is  about  a 
record  for  sport  with  English  trout  for  size,  imless 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  grand  Test  trout  taken  on 
May  Fly  be  excepted.  They  are  admirably  set  up, 
and  well  worth  seeing.  I  hope  Mr.  White  will  lend 
his  trout  and  some  of  his  fine  pike  and  perch  to 
the  Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
which  opens  in  May.  Mr.  Gillett  also  has  two  dace 
set  up,  one  13|oz.  and  one  12oz.,  taken  by  Mr. 
E.  A.  Seyd,  hon.  secretary  of  the  West  Hampstead 
Angling  Society,  on  the  society's  water  at  Rick- 
mansworth. 

Awful  Fate  of  a  Grand  Trout. 

Mr.  White  tells  me  that  when  he  got  his  91b.  loz. 
trout  he  thought  he  would  like  his  wife  to  see  it,  so 
sent  it  off  well  packed  and  fully  and  correctly 
addressed  in  a  box.  The  box  was  delivered  about 
three  months  afterwards.  I  fear  the  fish  fiew  away 
when  the  lid  was  opened  in  the  shape  of  bluebottles. 


Some  good  Norfolk  Pike. 

Mr.  H.  Salinger,  of  40,  South  Market-road,  Great 
Yarmouth,  informs  me  that  on  Thursday  in  last 
week  Mr.  Takins,  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial 
Society,  caught  a  fine  pike  of  19  Jib.  when  fishing 
in  Barton  Broad.  Mr.  Boning  had  a  nice  fish  of 
131b.  the  previous  week. 


Mr.  Basil  Field's  Improved  Minnow  Net. 

Some  little  time  back  Mr.  Basil  Field  described 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  an  improved  form  of  net  for 
catching  minnows  which  Messrs.  Farlow  had  made 
for  him.  I  was  going  perch  fishing  at  the  time 
and  borrowed  the  net,  and  the  first  time  we  tried 
it  in  less  than  half  a  minute  we  had  quite  a  lot  of 
minnows  on  the  bank.  The  only  objection  I  found 
was  that,  being  about  2ft.  in  diameter,  it  is  an 
awkward  thing  to  carry  about  in  trains,  etc.,  so  I 
suggested  to  Messrs.  Farlow  that  they  should  make 


Mr.  Basil  Field's  Impboved  Net  fob 
Catching  Minnows. 

it  also  to  fold  once.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
illustration  that  they  have  done  this,  and  now  it 
can  easily  be  carried  done  up  with  one's  rods  or  in 
a  bag  or  portmanteau.  To  use  the  net  all  that  is 
necessary  is  to  fasten  the  cord  to  a  long  broomstick 
or  other  strong  stick,  and  then  lower  it  on  to  the 
bottom  in  any  water  containing  minnows.  They 
will  soon  be  attracted  by  the  bits  of  red  wool  and 
swim  over  it,  then  the  net  is  lifted,  and  you  have 
your  bait.  Mr.  Basil  Field's  addition  of  the  side 
wall  of  netting  makes  escape  impossible. 


Excellent  Fresh  and  Dried  Sea  Fish. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  want  good  fresh  and 
dried  sea  fish  at  very  reasonable  prices  should  send 
2s.  6d.  to  Mr.  A.  Horrex,  fish  merchant,  177,  London- 
road  North,  Lowestoft,  who,  as  wiU  be  seen  from  his 
advertisement,  wiU  send  fish  rail  paid  for  2s.  6d. 
and  upwards.  Lowestoft  dried  haddocks,  bloaters, 
kippers,  and  fresh  fish,  cod,  sole,  plaice,  etc.,  are 
not  to  be  surpassed  anywhere,  and  Mr.  Horrex  sends 
the  best  of  the  best,  much  better  than  some  who 
advertise  much  more  extensively  than  he  does. 

Porcelain  Rings  for  Spinning  Rods. 

Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co.  recently  fitted  some  porcelain 
rings,  including  top  ring,  to  a  pike  rod  for  me  in 
place  of  steel  snake  rings,  and  I  find  the  advantages 
are  very  great  indeed,  as  the  friction  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  the  pleasure  of  casting  is  greatly 
enhanced.  I  can  strongly  recommend  all  who  use 
spinning  tackle  or  bait-casting,  in  which  there  is  much 
passing  of  the  line  through  the  rod  rings,  to  try 
porcelain  rings.  Messrs.  Farlow  have  an  excellent 
plan  for  securing  them  to  the  rod. 


Pike  Fishing  near  Salisbury. 

Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  rod  and  gun  manufacturer 
18,  Queen-street,  Market-place,  Salisbury,  writes  : — 
"  Good  sport  with  the  pike  in  the  Avon  has  been 
enjoyed  lately  by  visitors  to  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Hotel  at  Harnham,  Salisbury.  Fishing  the  hotel 
water,  a  young  gentleman  had  a  brace  last  week, 
one  101b.,  the  other  14ilb.  Mr.  F.  Sewell,  who  had 
the  16|lb.  fish  on  Nov"  30  with  others,  had  one  of 
13ilb.  recently.  Two  or  three  pike  of  about  181b. 
have  been  taken  in  this  water." 

Rainbows  from  Natural  Spawning. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Peart,  of  the  Chess  River  Trout  Farm, 
Chorleywood,  sends  me  this  very  interesting  note  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — By  the  way,  I  have  had  a  good 
illustration  this  week  that  rainbows  will  effectually 
reproduce  themselves  in  a  natural  manner. 

"  Last  year  I  had  more  breeders  than  I  had  room 
for  and  turned  some  of  them  into  an  empty  (of  fish) 
pond  fed  by  a  gravelly  stream  to  which  they  had 
free  access.  I  observed  them  spawning  freely,  and 
on  running  off  the  pond  this  week  obtained  about 
seventy  particularly  fine  yearlings,  which  could  not 
possibly  have  got  in  from  any  other  source.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  were  eaten  by  the  parent 
fish,  which  were  good-sized  fish  of  31b.  to  41b." 


Do  Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  the  Fly? 

I  have  to  thank  Miss  Honnor  Morten,  daughter  of 
my  late  friend  that  good  sportsman  Mr.  J.  G. 
Morten,  for  a  very  interesting  photograph  and  little 
account  of  sport.  Whether  the  fish  in  the  photo- 
graph is  a  Pacific  Coast  salmon  (Salmo  quinnat)  or  a 
steelhead  [Salmo  gairdneri)  is  uncertain.  The  steel- 
head  appears  to  range  from  California  to  north  of 


The  First  Salmon  ever  taken  on  Fly  in  Cowichan 
Lake,  Vancouver  Island,  B.C. 

British  Columbia,  the  maximum  weight  is  said  to 
be  about  201b. ,  and  it  is  said  not  to  die  after  spawning 
as  the  Pacific  salmon  does.    Miss  Morten  says  : — 

"  I  see  your  correspondents  are  doubtful  whether 
Pacific  Coast  salmon  take  the  fly.  I  therefore 
enclose  a  photograph  sent  me  of  the  first  salmon 
taken  with  a  fly  on  Cowichan  Lake,  Vancouver 
Island.  Of  course,  I  am  no  expert,  so  it  may  be  a 
steelhead  trout — but  this  is  the  fish  !  It  was  caught 
by  Mr.  J.  Maitland-Dougall,  Government  Agent  at 
Duncans,  and  weighed  25lb.  The  two  small  boys 
are  his  sons,  Willie  and  Hamish,  and  the  shirt - 
sleeved  onlooker  is  my  brother,  Hamish  Morten, 
who  himself  got  a  261b.  fish  two  days  later.  I  am 
no  sportswoman,  but  I  have  been  out  to  Vancouver 
Island,  and  the  glorious  scenery  and  freedom  of  life 
there  make  me  look  back  on  it  as  a  land  of  joy." 


"  The  Civil  War  in  Hampshire." 
So  many  anglers  love  Hampshire  that  I  feel  sure 
some  of  them  will  thank  me  for  advising  them 
to  send  for  a  prospectus  of  the  new  and  revised 
edition  of  the  Rev,  G.  N.  Godwin's  "  Civil  War  in 
Hampshire.''  It  is  most  interesting  to  read  of  all 
this  fighting  amid  what  we  know  as  such  delightful 
and  peaceful  scenes.  Of  course  the  defence  of 
Basing  House  is  the  main  item,  but  our  old  fore- 
fathers banged  each  other  near  every  place  in  the 
county ;  and  the  work  includes  bits  of  the  war  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight  and  in  neighbouring  coimties.  It 
is  a  book  for  every  Hampshtreman,  and  for  all  who 
love  the  county  and  its  associations. 

Fishing  and  Cottage  in  North  Wales  Wanted. 

A  correspondent  is  advertising  in  our  columns 
for  a  stretch  of  fly  water  and  small  imfumished 
bouse  in  North  Wales. 
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Why  the  British  Navy  is  always  Ready. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  -writes :— "  Re 
yoiir  notes  of  Dec.  31,  1904,  Dr.  Fryer,  of  H.M.S. 
Partridge,  on  the  look  out  for  blockade  runners 
during  the  Boer  war,  caught  in  one  trip  from  Simon's 
Bay  to  Delagoa  Bay  13451b.  of  albacore,  tunny,  and 
barracouta.  This  he  did  with  my  special  ocean 
rig  and  baits,  some  of  his  own  design  also,  which 
I  made  for  him.  This  tops  your  5231b.  A  lot  of 
these  officers  go  in  for  this  kind  of  fishing  now— it 
affords  such  good  sport  at  quiet  times." 


The  Great  Northern  Diver. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  capture  of  a 
Great  Northern  Diver,  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Harvey 
Thomas,  are  curious  and  interesting,  and  can  be 
relied  on  as  quite  true  :— "  Would  you  be  surprised 
to  hear  that  a  fine  specimen  has  been  shot  (within 
the  last  two  years)  within  twenty  miles  of  where 
you  are  now  sitting  ?  He  was  shot  under  somewhat 
pecuhar  circumstances.  A  friend  of  mine,  a  col- 
lector, was  anxious  to  secure  one,  and  had  several 
fishermen  looking  out  in  different  parts  of  the  coast. 
Presently  he  heard  from  a  village  five  hours  distant 
by  train  from  London  that  one  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  bay.  Off  went  my  friend  and  saw  the  bird,  but 
could  not  get  near  him.  He  returned  home,  and  on 
arrival  his  brother  told  him  that  a  peculiar-looking 
bird  h^d  been  disporting  himself  in  the  river  for 
the  last  two  or  three  days,  and  he  had  been  watching 
it  from  his  bedroom  window.  My  friend  gets  up  at 
daybreak  the  next  morning  and  secures  a  fine 
specimen  of  what  he  had  travelled  200  miles  to 
secure,  at  his  very  door."  Mr.  Thomas's  friend  must 
nave  unconsciously  mesmerised  that  bird  ! 


Sport  with  Huchen. 

I  hope  to  have  next  week  an  illustrated  article 
on  sport  with  huchen  ("Danube  salmon"),  the 
grand  fish  which  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  was  the  first. 
I  think,  to  describe  for  English  anglers.  Dr.  Karl 
Heintz  had  some  very  useful  notes  on  huchen 
fishing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  two  years  ago.  The 
article  I  have  in  hand  is  from  Mr.  Frank  Martin, 
who  lives  in  Vienna,  and  catches  great  huchen 
(over  301b.).  In  a  letter  I  had  from  him  on 
Wednesday  last  he  says:  "Yesterday  (Jan.  15) 
I  took  an  81b.  huchen  when  the  thermometer  was 
standing  at  12deg.  Fahrenheit.  The  line,  rings,  rod, 
and  the  bait  were  frequently  one  mass  of  ice, 
requiring  repeated  hammerings,  and  there  was 
much  floating  ice  to  be  avoided.'! 


"Gishurstine"  for  Lines  and  the  "Kingfisher"  Line. 

^  As  an  anti-friction  dressing  and  preservative  for 
dressed  lines  I  have  previously  recommended 
"  Gishurstine,"  and  the  more  I  use  it  the  better  I  like 
it.  About  twelve  months  ago  I  rubbed  one  of  Mr. 
P.  p.  Malloch's  grand  "Kingfisher"  lines  with 
*'  Gishurstine  "  and  put  it  away.  I  used  it  last  week 
when  pike  fishing,  and  found  that  it  floated  per- 
fectly even  on  water  rippled  by  a  stiff  breeze— a 
great  advantage  when  float  fishing,  as  the  line  after 
being  cast  out  does  not  sink  and  get  entangled  in 
weeds  or  other  obstructions,  and  it  does  away  with 
the  necessity  for  the  little  pilot  float,  the  chief 
advantage  of  which  is  that  it  keeps  the  bait  to 
some  extent  away  from  the  sunk  line  and  conse- 
quently prevents  fouling  it.  The  floating  line  offers 
much  less  resistance  to  a  fish  which  has  taken  the 
bait  and  is  moving  off  with  it.  For  dry  fly  fishing 
I  prefer  "Gishurstine"  to  any  other  medium  for  float- 
ing the  line  and  for  making  it  "  shoot  "  through  the 
rings  easily.  For  waterproofing  leather  fishing  and 
shooting  boots  this  clean,  odourless  preparation  is 
first-rate,  as  Mr.  Alfred  Mackrill  pointed  out  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  many  years  ago.  I  also  use  it  for 
preventing  ferrules  sticking  and  for  lubricating  the 
works  of  my  Nottingham  and  other  reels,  and  keeping 
wood  reels  from  warping,  for  preventing  leather 
straps,  etc.,  drying  and  cracking.  It  is  some 
bye-product  made  and  sold  by  Price's  Patent 
Candle  Company,  of  Lambeth.  I  have  not  tried 
it  for  sea  lines,  and  cannot  say  how  it  would  be 
affected  by  sea  water.  Many  anglers  to  whom  I 
liave  recommended  Mr.  Malloch's  "  Kingfisher " 
lines  think  as  highly  of  them  as  I  do ;  the  No.  2 
"  Level  Kingfisher  "  is  perfect  for  casting  from  the 
reel  for  pike  fishing,  and  strong  enough  for  anything. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  NETS  OFF  THE  LACKA.GH 
KIVEE  FISHEEY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

With  a  view  of  encouraging  anglers  into  the 
district,  the  owners  of  the  Lackagh  river  and  Glen 
Lough  Fishery,  co.  Donegal,  have  decided  to 
abolish  the  net  fishing  entirely,  and  permit  the 
whole  of  the  salmon  and  trout  to  mount  into  river 
and  lough  for  the  benefit  of  the  rod  fishing— that, 
and  that  only.  This  is  good  news,  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  in  the  past  a  decently  skilled 


angler  could  make  sure  of  a  salmon  per  day, 
granted  the  conditions  of  water  and  weather  were 
at  all  decent,  and  sometimes  could  get  two  or 
three,  the  prospects  of  sport  hereafter  under  the 
new  arrangement  are  of  the  most  promising 
character.  Some  idea  of  the  improvement  that 
must  take  place  in  the  fishery  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  figures  which  are  furnished  by 
Mr.  Manning,  the  estate  agent  of  Lord  Leitrim. 
Formerly  the  nets  were  on  for  three  months,  and 
1903  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  average  year  in  results. 
In  that  year  there  were  netted  out  639  salmon, 


weighing  63111b.,  and  450  sea-trout,  weighing 
12731b.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  salmon  average 
101b.,  and  the  sea-trout  2|lb.,  and  as  with  the  net 
fishing,  so,  too,  with  the  rod  fishing,  the  average  is 
the  same.  In  1904  the  nets  were  on  only  six 
weeks,  and  in  that  time  there  were  netted  387 
salmon,  weighing  31431b.,  and  285  sea- trout, 
weighing  7881b„  the  average  weight  being  much 
the  same  as  in  1903.  Putting  the  nets  on  for  six 
weeks  only  in  1904  was  an  experiment,  and  in  the 
result  the  rod  fishing  benefited  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  present  action  was  decided  on.  When 


the  comparative  smallness  of  the  fishery  is  taken 
into  consideration,  the  additional  head  of  fish  in  it 
should  have  very  profitable  results  in  1905.' 

This  is  another  fishery  that  deserves  to  be  far 
more  widely  known.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  only  a 
very  few  anglers  have  visited  it  in  the  past,  and 
for  the  most  part  they  have  been  holiday  fishers, 
who  require  the  fish  to  leap  on  the  banks  if  they 
are  to  be  basketed.  When  a  fairly  skilled  angler 
has  turned  up  in  the  district,  bis  sport  has  been  of 
such  a  character  that  he  has  kept  the  knowledge  of 
the  place  to  himself  so  far  as  he  could.   The  fishery 


is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  wild  mountainous 
country  of  north-west  Donegal,  the  scenery  is 
grand,  and  the  general  conditions  of  angling  all 
that  can  be  desiredj  The  waters  to  be  angl^  in 
are  the  river  Owencarrow,  Glen  Lough,  and  the 
river  Lackagh;  The  Owencarrow  is  the  principal 
feeder  to  Glen  Lough,  and  there  are  about  two 
miles  of  it  available  to  the  salmon  and  sea-trout 
angler.  It  is  a  pretty  little  river,  and  there  are 
some  very  decent  pools  on  it,  all  easily  fished; 
wading  is  quite  unnecessary.  Glen  Lough  is  a 
marvellously  picturesque  lake  in  the  very  heart  of 


I 


i 

I 


the  hills,  and  owing  to  its  peculiar  formation  it  is 
an  ideal  water  to  fish.  It  is  about  three  miles  long 
by  half  a  mile  wide  at  its  widest  part.'  One 
peculiarity  about  it  is  that  its  waters  enter  the 
Lackagh  river  at  a  point  midway  its  length,  and 
thus  the  upper  or  western  part  of  it  between  the 
Owencarrow  and  the  Lackagh  is  the  principal 
water  for  salmon  and  sea-trout.  However,  fish 
have  distributed  themselves  fairly  well  over  it  in 
the  past,  and  with  increased  numbers  angling 
should,  and  doubtless  will  be,  good  all  over  it. 
Glen  Lough  has  always  been  an  excellent  sea-trout 
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and  a  very  good  salmon  lough;  now  that  it  has 
been  decided  to  take  the  nets  off  it  will  undoubtedly 
become  one  of  the  best  sea-trout  loughs  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  and  it  will  want  a  lot  of  beating 
as  a  salmon  lough.  In  the  past  there  have  been 
two  boats  on  it,  but  this  number  will  now  be 
increased  if  necessary.  One  of  the  very  best 
catches  for  salmon  on  the  whole  fishery  is  situated 
where  the  waters  of  the  lough  enter  the  Lackagh 
river ;  it  is  known  as  the  Throat  Pool,  and  should 
always  be  given  a  trial. 
The  Lackagh  river  flows  from  Glen  Lough  in 


about  two  and  a  half  miles  to  Sheephaven  Bay. 
One  of  the  results  of  the  new  arrangement  will  be 
that  the  estuary  of  the  river,  from  below  Lackagh 
Bridge  to  the  sea,  will  offer  splendid  facilities  for 
sea- trout  fishing;  indeed  the  catches  of  those  fish 
from  this  water  are  likely  to  prove  a  revelation. 
The  River  Lackagh  is  tidal  for  a  short  distance 
above  Lackagh  Bridge,  and  then  occurs  a  succes- 
sion of  really  very  pretty  pools  indeed,  all  of  which 
are  quite  easily  fished  with  a  sixteen-foot  rod,  and 
no  wading  is  necessary.  The  names  of  these  pools, 
as  they  occur  from  the  bridge  upwards,  are  Bridge 


Pool,  Old  Bridge  Pool,  Eel-weir  Pool,  Garden  Pool, 
and  Upper  Pool.  They  vary  in  size  somewhat, 
bat  are  all  good  alike ;  and  there  is  plenty  of  room 
in  the  smallest  of  them  to  kill  a  good  lively  fish. 

The  fishery  is  open  as  follows :  The  Lackagh 
river  and  Glen  Lough  from  Feb.  1  to  July  31,  best 
months  April,  May,  and  June  ;  the  Owencarrow 
from  Feb.  1  to  Oct.  31,  best  months  July  and 
August.  There  is  some  excellent  brown  trout 
fishing  to  be  had  in  both  rivers  and  in  the  lough, 
and  in  addition  Lough  Keel  and  Lough  Bally- 
hieman,  and  several  smaller  loughs,  provide  good 


sport  with  jario.  The  brown  trout  fishing  opens 
Feb.  1  and  closes  Oct.  3L  » 

The  salmon  flies  should  be  small,  and  good 
patterns  are  Fiery  Brown,  Claret  Jay,  Butcher, 
Lemon  and  Grey,  Durham  Ranger,  Ohve  and 
Grey.  The  sea- trout  will  take  almost  any  fly  at 
times ;  good  patterns,  however,  are  Orange  and 
Partridge,  Orange  and  Grouse,  Black  and  Teal, 
Red  and  Teal,  Green  and  Teal,  Blue  and  Blea, 
Black  and  Blea.  Blue  Spider,  Black  Spider.  The 
golden  rule  is  to  fish  fine,  for  both  trout  and 
salmon. 


The  fishery  is  attached  solely  to  Rosapenna 
Hotel,  Carrigart,  and  it  can  only  be  fished  by 
staying  at  that  establishments  There  is  absolutely 
no  charge  for  fishing,  and  no  charge  for  boats; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  a  competent  staff 
of  baihffs.  paid  by  the  owners,  is  utiUsed  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  the  water,  the  present  con- 
cession to  anglers  is  indeed,  a  valuable  one,  and 
one  that  will  doubtless  be  appreciated.  Rosapenna 
Hotel  is  one  of  the  best  appointed  establishments 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  contains  comfortable 
and    clean    bedrooms,  spacious   smoking  -  room, 


drawing-room,  dining-rooms,  and  bUliard-room ; 
and  close  by  are  some  splendid  golf  links  and 
magnificent  sea  bathing.  The  terms  for  board  and 
lodging  inclusive  are  £3  10s.  per  week.  Other 
expenses  are  car  hire  and  fees  to  gillies.  These 
need  not  exceed  30s.  per  week,  and  thus  the  total 
cost  of  living  and  fishing  is  £5  per  week. 

A  salmon  licence  must  be  taken  out ;  this  costs 
20s.  for  a  season,  and  it  can  be  obtained  from  the 
manager  of  the  hotel  All  fish  caught,  salmon 
and  sea-trout,  must  be  handed  over  to  the 
manager  of  the  hotel  for  his  use ;  but  there  is  no 


difficulty  in  retaining  a  fish  to  send  to  one's 
friends,  etc. — after  the  requirements  of  the  hotel 
kitchen  are  satisfied — by  paying  a  fair  price  for  it. 

Routes.  —  From  Londonderry  by  Burton  Fort 
Railway  to  Creeslough  Station,  thence  by  car, 
about  eight  miles,  English ;  or  from  Strabane  by 
motor-car  direct  to  the  hotel  doois,  about  forty- 
two  miles,  fare  only  Ss.,  return  I2s.  This  is  one  of 
the  cheapest  and  prettiest  rides  through  Donegal. 

•     E.  S.  S. 


FLY-FISHING    ON    THE  TEST— 
1840  TO  1842. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LORD  GLENTWORTH'S 
FISHING  DIARY. 


(Continued  from  page  20.) 

"Had  it  been  Cloudy  I  Should  have  Caught 
NO  End  of  Fish." 

Friday,  April  30. — Barometer,  29-560;  ther- 
mometer at  noon,  68; 

"  On  my  return  from  Southampton  I  went  out 
at  3  p.m.  It  was  very  bright,  but  the  wind,  though 
a  north-easter,  was  warm,  and  the  fish  were  inclined 
to  rise;  I  caught  eleven  and  a  half  brace,  many 
very  good  ones,  but  I  killed  none  above  lib.,  as  I 
am  determined  not  to  take  out  any  large  fish  until 
they  are  in  high  condition,  as  I  want  to  get  them 
of  a  good  size  next  season,  and  I  have  plenty  and 
too  many  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  each.  Had  it  been 
cloudy  I  should  have  caught  no  end  of  fish.  Sent 
two  brace  to  Mr.  Greene  last  week." 

The  eleven  and  a  half  brace  were  taken  on  Blue 
Dun,  Golden  Dun  Midge,  and  BaiUie  Fly. 
Barometer,  29  560;  thermometer,  68. 

Lord  G.  makes  a  Cross-Line! 

Saturday,  May  1,  1841. — Weather  "very  bright, 
very  warm,  very  uncomfortable."  Water  "very 
low,  very  bright,  very  weedy,  very  bad." 
Barometer,  29-410;  thermometer,  70.  "No  fish- 
ing ;  bright  as  possible,  not  a  breath  of  wind,  water 
very  low ;  in  fact,  everything  against  a  fisherman's 
success.  I  stayed  at  home  all  day  and  repaired 
tackle,  and  made  a  cross-line.  Tried  it,  but  never 
hooked  a  fish.  Indeed,  had  but  one  rise.  Sent 
two  brace  from  yesterday's  sport  to  Mr.  VUlebois." 

(That  cross-line  must  have  been  an  idea  imported 
from  his  lordship's  Irish  home.  It's  a  little  Irish, 
too,  to  find'-  he  stayed  at  home  all  day  and  yet 
went  out  fishing  with  his  cross-line. — R.  B.  M.) 

A  Wet  Day's  Good  Sport. 

Monday,  May  3,  1841. — Fished  from  rails  to 
Longbridge.  Mild,  cloudy,  raining  all  day.  Water 
clear  and  bright.  Weeds  coming  down,  could  see 
fish  at  any  distance.  Barometer,  29-50  at  noon; 
thermometer,  62  at  noon. 

"  I  caught  twelve  and  a  halfi  brace ;  every  fish  on 
the  March  Brown,  except  two  on  the  Sand  Fly. 
The  wind  was  north ;  it  rained  more  or  less  all  day. 
However,  I  braved  the  weather,  and  the  fish  were 
not  moving  all  day.  For  about  half  an  hour, 
between  two  and  three  p.m.,  they  rose  well,  and  I 
contrived  to  basket  five  brace,  of  which  three 
brace  were  6^1b. ;  these  were  in  good  condition. 
Had  I  wanted  size,  I  could  have  killed  several 
heavier  fish,  but  in  bad  season.  They  improve 
daily.    Sent  three  brace  to  Pole.'J 

"  Tried  Every  Ply  in  My  Book.'- 

Tuesday,  May  4,  1841. — From  miU  to  first 
island;  wind  south,  pretty  breeze;  weather  bright 
till  three  p.m.,  then  cloudy  and  mild;  water  very 
clear,  not  so  low.  Flies  used,  2.  8,  and  11  (Blue 
Dun,  March  BrowTi,  and  Sand  Fly) — "the  three 
best  flies  I  know  at  this  time."  Barometer,  28 -830 ; 
thermometer,  67.  "  I  tried  every  fly  in  my  book 
between  one  and  three  ^\ithout  hooking  a  fish 
larger  than  a  sprat."-  (If  Lord  Glentworth's  fly- 
book  contained  the  seventy-two  patterns  given  in 
his  list,  he  must  have  had  mighty  little  time  for 
fishing. — R.  B.  M.)  "Everything  in  wind  and 
weather  appeared  favourable,  excepting  the  falling 
of  the  barometer,  which  (if  the  glass  is  good,  and 
rain  follows)  accounts  for  their  not  rising.  About 
three  they  began  to  rise,  and  till  seven  I  had  fine 
sport.  I  hooked  slightly  at  least  forty-six  brace ; 
they  rose  so  short,  and  many  very  good  ones.  I 
landed  nineteen  brace,  six  and  a  half  of  which  I 
put  in  a  new  stew  I  have  been  making  between  the 
lower  islands."- 
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A  Brace  foe  Dinner. 
Wednesday,  May  5,  1841. — Longparish,  Dance's 
Mill  Pool  and  Mill  Pound.  Weeds  coming  down. 
Barometer,  28 "640;  thermometer,  62.  "I  was  at 
work  all  the  forenoon  in  arranging  tackle,  etc.,  and 
making  materials  for  preserving  my  trolling  lines. 
At  twenty  minutes  to  six  p.m.  I  commenced  fishing 
in  order  to  catch  a  brace  for  dinner,  and  I  killed 
the  three  pretty  little  fish  on  the  other  page,  and 
excellent  they  were  (three  =  l|lb.).  I  caught  eleven 
brace  between  quarter  to  six  and  half -past  seven." 
The  three  fish  were  evidently  sent  in  to  the  cook. 
The  flies  used  were  2,  8,  and  1 1  (Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  and  Sand  Fly). 

"There  are  Fish  Hebe  and  No  Mistake." 

Thursday,  May  6,  1841. — Dance's  Mill  Pool  and 
Mill  Pound.  Wind  south-west,  good  breeze.  Wet 
in  the  forenoon,  very  fine  and  bright  afternoon. 
Water  high,  rather  coloured,  and  weeds  coming 
down.  Barometer,  28 '830  ;  thermometer,  65.  "I 
did  not  get  out  until  three  p.m.  as  it  was  very  wet, 
and  I  did  not  want  fish.  From  that  hour  until 
half  after  seven  I  caught  fourteen  brace.  (Flies  : 
March  Brown,  Sand  Fly,  Stone  Fly,  and  Gravel  Bed. ) 
Of  these  many  were  fair  fish — that  is,  above  lib. 
each,  and  if  in  season  heavier;  consequently  they 
were  fit  for  my  new  stew,  and  there  they  found  a  place. 
I  shall  keep  twenty-six  brace  there,  and  feed  them. 
At  present  there  are  only  seventeen  brace  in  it. 
The  fish-'rose  very  short,  and  so  I  lost  many,  but 
there  are  fish  here  and  no  mistake." 

"  Rain,  Rain,  tou jours  Rain  !  " 

Friday,  May  7,  1841. — Longparish,  from  rails 
to  island.  Wind  south.  Showery  forenoon,  raining 
in  torrents  from  one  p.m.  Water  very  clear  and 
bright.  Flies :  Stone  Fly  and  Pale  Evening  Dun. 
Barometer,  28*960 ;  thermometer,  65  at  noon. 
"Rain,  rain,  toujours  rain!  The  glass  rose  until 
noon,  and  then  suddenly  commenced  falling  until 
night,  and  as  I  wanted  some  fish,  and  am  guided 
much  by  the  glass,  I  went  out  at  noon  and  caught 
two  and  a  half  brace  to  kill,  and  threw  in  again 
three  and  a  half  brace,  and  then  returned  to  a  two 
o'clock  luncheon.  Fortunately,  I  was  guided  by  the 
glass,  as  from  one  or  a  httle  after  until  seven  p.m. 
it  poured  incessantly.  Not  a  breath  of  wind,  and 
as  it  rained  all  the  morning  until  I  went  out,  and 
all  day  after  I  returned,  I  was  in  luck;  one  fish 
weighed  l^lb.,  in  splendid  season.'' 

"Oh,  Mr.  Godden  !  " 

Saturday,  May  8,  1841. — Wind  west  at  noon, 
south-west  at  three  p.m.,  north-west  at  five  p.m., 
moderate.  Raining  in  torrents  until  three  p.m., 
then  heavy  showers,  with  hail  and  thunder  all 
day.  Water  much  coloured,  very  high.  Flies 
used:  March  Brown  (very  good).  Red  Palmer, 
and  minnow.  Barometer,  28-740  ;  thermometer, 
63.  "  It  poured  all  day  with  slight  exceptions, 
but  as  the  day  was  the  last  of  the  week, 
and  fish  were  wanted,  I  went  out  at  ten  a.m. 
and  fished  Dance's  Mill  Pool  with  a  minnow.  I 
caught  six  brace.  At  half-past  three  p.m.  I  went 
out  again,  and  within  a  space  of  200  yards  I 
caught  eighteen  brace  more.  I  lost  three  and  a 
half  brace  of  very  heavy  fish  by  the  hooks  break- 
ing at  the  bend.  Oh!  Mr.  Godden;  your  March 
Browns  are  undeniable,  but  your  gut  and  hooks 
are  very  bad.  I  gave  two  brace  to  Dance  and  one 
to  the  tailor.  I  sent  two  brace  to  Mr.^  Whyte. 
How  the  fish  rose  about  5  p.m.  ! " 

(I  do  not  remember  seeing  Godden' s  name  as  a 
fly-maker.— R.  B.  M.) 

"The  Fish  Rose  as  Fish  Should  Do." 

Monday,  May  10,  1841.  —  Longparish  from 
Longbridge  to  upper  rails  near  side.  Wind,  south- 
west, good  breeze.  Mild,  gloomy,  and  a  real 
fisherman's  day.  Water  clear  and  high.  Flies: 
March  Brown  ("always  good").  Blue  Dun,  and 
Philipp's  Fly.  Barometer,  29  570;  thermometer, 
60.  "  I  did  not  get  out  earlier  than  usual — that  is, 
about  2  p.m.;  but  the  fish  rose  as  fish  should  do, 
and  there  being  a  good  breeze  on  the  water,  and  I 
was  unwilling  to  wade,  I  caught  twenty -five 
brace,  and  only  caught  no  more  because  I  thought 
the  number  looked  well,  and  I  did  not  want  to 
kill  more  than  I  did.  It  was  a  glorious  day ;  and 
I  hope  to  have  many  such  during  the  season." 

(It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  rent  Lord 
Glen tworth  paid  Colonel  Hawker  for  the  water  !^ — ■ 
R.  B.  M.) 

,  Tuesday,  May  11,  1841.  —  Longparish,  from 
Dance's  Mill  to  lower  rails.;    Little  wind,  south- 


west, inclining  to  rain  ;  showery  afternoon  ;  calm 
sunset;  water,  bright  and  low;  minnow.  Baro- 
meter, 29  "500 ;  thermometer,  62.  "I  was  busy  in 
the  garden  all  the  day,  and  with  Neele,  the  car- 
penter; so  only  went  out  at  5  p.m.  to  get  a  brace 
for  dinner.  This  I  did,  tho'  there  was  not  a 
breath  of  wind  stirring,  with  the  minnow.  I  caught 
five  brace,  two  of  which  were?  \\\h.  each,  and  went 
into  my  new  stew.  I  sent  two  brace  of  yesterday's 
sport  to  Barnaby  and  two  to  the  butcher." 

Wednesday,  Mayl2, 1841. — "I  drove  into  Andover 
in  the  forenoon,  when  I  might  have  killed  fish,  and 
dined  at  2.  In  the  afternoon  I  tried  to  fish,  but 
there  was  not  a  breath  of  air,  and  I  saw  the  trout 
scudding  before  me,  100  yards  up  the  river.  Tried 
minnow,  and  by  chance  caught  three  brace.  I  sent 
the  three  I  killed  (2|lb.)  to  Mr.  Greene." 

Thursday. — Netted  some  fish. 

Friday. — "No  fishing.  Helped  Charles  to  drive 
piles,  to  make  a  dam  across  upper  weir,  in  order  to 
deepen  the  water  above.  It  rose  above  ten  inches 
directly.  Caught  eleven  eels  on|  thefnight  lines — 
very  good  they  are.'J 

A  Weir  Gives  Way. 

Saturday,  May  15,  1841. — "Sent  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  yesterday's  trout  to  Mrs.  Gray;  caught 
five  brace  with  difficulty ;  found  that  one  of  my 
weirs  was  undermined  by  the  water  and  giving 
way.  Perhaps  it  will  be  the  better,  as  it  has 
washed  a  deep  hole  in  the  gravel,  and  I  saw  some 
fine  trout  in  it,  and  the  piles  can  easily  be  replaced." 

R.  B.  Marston. 

{To  be  continuedi) 


FISH  CULTURE. 


A  GRAND  NEW  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING 
WATERS  PHODUCED  BY  THE  SOLWAY 
FISHERY,  DUMFRIES. 

In  sending  me  their  new  illustrated  price-list  of 
fish,  plants,  apparatus,  etc.,  Mr.  H.  Spreckley, 
F.Z.S.,  the  manager  of  the  celebrated  Solway  Fishery, 
Dumfries,  says : — 

"We  have  for  many  years  desired  to  find  or  produce 
some  really  improved  species  of  trout  in  addition  to 
those  previously  catalogued,  and  for  this  purpose  wo 
have  been  importing,  crossing,  and  testing  during 
the  last  five  years,  and  although  many  iiseful  crosses 
have  been  obtained  our  experiments  have  decided 
us  in  favour  of  a  native  breed  known  as  Salmo 
orcadensis^  or  the  trout  of  Loch  Stenness,  and  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  for  lakes,  ponds, 
and  reservoirs  no  better  trout  has  been  placed  on 
the  market,  and  when  creased  with  ordinary  brown 
trout  greatly  improves  its  size.  It  grows  very 
rapidly,  and,  what  is  of  even  greater  importance,  is 
gifted  with  splendid  rising  propensities,  and,  we 
believe,  it  will  soon  be  acknowledged  the  trout  of 
the  future  from  an  angler's  point  of  view. 

"  It  is  gratifying  to  again  report,  both  from  a 
financial  view  and  also  of  proof  of  the  increased 
interest  taken  in  pisciculture,  that  our  sales  of  ova 
this  season  are  far  in  advance  of  any  previous  year ; 
not  only  is  this  so  in  regard  to  our  home  orders,  but 
also  from  abroad,  and  our  improved  method  of 
packing  for  long-distance  journeys  enabled  us  to  send 
to  Basutoland,  Natal,  Switzerland,  and  Ceylon  with 
such  success  that  we  are  again  this  .season  entrusted 
with  large  repeat  orders.  Our  stock  fish  have 
yielded  an  enormous  quantity  of  the  finest  ova  we 
have  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  sending  out.  The 
spawning  season  of  1904  ia  our  opinion  has  been 
one  of  the  best  on  record  for  domesticated  as  well' as 
wild  fish,  the  latter  of  which  we  have  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  securing  large  quantities  ;  these  remarks 
apply  also  to  sea-trout.  Salmon  ova  has  been 
somewhat  more  difficult  to  obtain,  but  we  now  have 
a  fair  quantity  of  fine  ova. 

"  Our  stock  of  yearlings  and  older  fish  are  in  the 
pink  of  health  and  condition,  and  those  already 
despatched  to  customers  have  given  great  satis- 
faction. This  we  attribute  to  our  improved  system 
of  raising  the  young  fish  under  almost  natural  con- 
ditions, the  principal  of  their  food  being  reared  in 
special  ponds  to  which  the  young  fish  have  access, 
or  the  water  of  which,  when  fully  stocked  with 
animalculsB  and  other  natural  food,  is  flushed  into 
the  nursery  ponds.  Special  attention  is  given  to 
the  production  of  all  varieties  of  natural  fish  food 
both  for  sale  and  our  own  requirements,  and  our 


knowledge  and  enormous  stock  of  all  kinds  of 
aquatic  and  sub-aquatic  vegetation  enable  us  to 
produce  them  in  large  quantities.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  mollusca  and  crustaceans,  we  are  now 
raising  large  quantities  of  the  numerous  varieties  of 
the  larvfe  of  flies,  and  in  the  coming  season  we  shall 
be  prepared  to  send  out  at  their  proper  seasons  most 
of  the  best  varieties,  providing  orders  are  placed 
with  us  well  in  advance. 

"  Our  output  of  manufactvu-ed  apparatus  relating 
to  branches  of  fish  culture,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
during  the  past  season  far  exceeded  our  expectations, 
and,  to  meet  the  growing  demand,  we  have  been 
compelled  to  erect  new  workshops  on  a  much  larger 
scale  and  introduce  new  machinery  ;  and  we  have 
now  on  hand  a  large  quantity  of  well-seasoned  and 
sound  wood  of  the  very  best  quality.  We  have 
completed  and  stocked  several  large  hatcheries 
during  the  past  season,  and  have  on  hand  for  next 
season  one  to  hatch  a  million  and  a-half  salmon  ova, 
besides  two  smaller  ones  for  abroad. 

"  The  [increased  demand  for  water  for  sporting 
purposes  has  led  to  several  large  orders  for  the  con- 
struction of  artificial  lakes,  etc.,  and  we  have  just 
completed  the  censtruction  of  a  lake,  three  acres, 
adjoiaing  the  lawn  of  a  country  mansion  made 
entirely  upon  ground  of  a  porous  gravel  bed  with  no 
natural  flow  of  water  near,  the  supply  being  obtained 
by  artificial  means  from  artesian  wells,  and  after- 
wards treated  in  special  plant  ponds  before  passing 
into  the  lake.  The  supply,  after  passing  through 
the  lake,  is  again  pumped  to  a  higher  level,  and, 
after  treating,  supplies  a  natural  spawning-bed  and 
small  water  garden  before  again  passing  into  the  lake. 
The  owner  has  now  a  nice  little  sporting  sheet  of 
water,  an  interesting  water  garden,  and  a  great  asset 
to  the  value  of  his  mansion,  where  before  he  had 
nothing  but  a  gravel  bed  upon  which  the  gardener 
found  difficulty  in  even  making  shrubs  grow,  so 
great  was  the  djought  in  summer.  If  you  care  to  see 
photos,  and  have  more  particulars  of  what  can  be 
done  under  the  most  unlikely  and  adverse  circum- 
stances to  obtain  fishing  water,  I  shall  ^ave  pleasure 
in  sending  you  them,  together  with  photos  of  salmon 
ladders  erected  by  us  which  are  working  entirely 
satisfactory. 

"  The  stimulus  given  to  the  interesting  hobby  of 
aquarium-keepuig  by  the  practical  series  of  articles 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  written  by 
the  Rev.  Bateman,  has  had  a  marked  effect  in  our 
sales  in  this  department ;  our  stock  of  requisites  for 
the  aquarium  were  never  larger  nor  more  varied. 

"  We  have  during  1904  added  sixteen  new  ponds 
for  the  rearing  of  fish,  together  with  their  full  com- 
plement of  food-producing  ponds." 


y  The  finest  trout  I  have  ever  seen — and  I  have  seen 
some  grand  fish — is  the  great  Loch  Stenness  trout 
(291b.),  of  which  we  have  an  admirably-painted  cast 
by  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  in  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  I  am  sure  I  hope  that  the  Stenness  trout  will 
be  a  success  as  fish  for  stocking  waters,  especially 
lakes  and  reservoirs  ;  anyway,  I  am  sure  that  the 
Solway  Fishery  manager's  judgment  is  very  good, 
and  that  he  would  not  be  so  enthusiastic  if  he  had 
not  good  reasons.  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  him,  as  I 
am  from  others,  that  our  series  of  articles  on  the 
aquarium  last  year  caused  so  many  of  our  readers 
to  take  a  practical  interest  in  what  is  really  a 
fascinating  subject,  and  as  Mr.  Saville  Thomas,  the 
very  courteous  and  enthusiastic  hon.  curator  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,  says,  there  is  no  better 
school  for  the  angler  than  a  well-appointed  aquarium. 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Spreckley  if  he  can 
supply  the  best  of  the  smaller  shell-fish  on  which 
some  lake  trout — for  example,  those  of  Loch  Leven 
— feed  in  good  large  quantities,  not  by  the  pint, 
but  by  the  bushel  ;  and  also  the  weeds  on  which 
they  live.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Fine  Wye  Pike. — I  have  just  received  for  pre- 
servation from  Mr.  Ryder,  of  Scudamore  School, 
Hereford,  a  splendid  pike  (female)  in  fine  condition, 
which  he  caught,  spinning  with  sprat,  at  the  Carrot's 
Pool  in  the  river  Wye,  length  43in.,  girth  17in., 
weight  23|lb.  In  the  stomach  there  was  a  perfect 
dace  4Joz.  weight.  Could  you  give  me  an  idea  of 
the  probable  age  of  a  fish  of  this  size  ? — Ali'red 
Thomas  (Taxidermist,  etc.,  9,  College-street,  Glouces- 
ter). [It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  age  of  such 
a  fish  with  any  certainty.  So  much  depends  on  the 
supply  of  food  in  the  water  from  which  it  comes. — 
Ed.]— -FjW. 
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YOKKSHIEE  COAESE  FISHING 
EESOETS. 
By  "  Baz."- 


(Continued  from  page  478,  Vol.  XLIX.) 

From  Myton — the  point  at  which  the  Swale  and 
Ure  sink  their  identities  in  forming  the  Ouse — 
do-wti  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nidd,  the  fishing  is  very 
good  but  not  easily  accessible,  on  account  of  its 
geographical  situation.    At  Dunsforth   are  some 


of  other  varieties  of  scale  fish  will  be  recorded 
before  September  is  well  in. 

The  hamlet  of  Nun-Monkton  faces  a  typical 
village  green.  Good  accommodation  is  to  be  had 
at  the  village  inn,  the  name  of  which  I  forget  for 
the  moment.  It  stands  on  the  left  (going  from  the 
"Nab")  facing  the  green.  All  necessary  infor- 
mation, however,  may  be  gleaned  from  the  old 
chap  who  works  the  ferry  at  the  "  Nab  End."  Right 
off  the  point  is  a  very  deep  hole,  where,  judging 
from  the  looks  of  it,  some  big  pike  ought  to  reside. 
The  Nidd  here  is  very  narrow  and  fairly  deep. 


The  Dam  at  Hunsikgoee;  Jost  Below  is  Hunsingoee  Footbbidge, 


grand  perch  holes  between  the  willow  bushes,  but  the 
walk  of  four  miles  from  Boroughbridge,  the  nearest 
station,  is  apt  to  take  the  gilt  off  the  fishing.  As 
the  first  train  of  the  day  does  not  arrive  at  the 
latterplace  before?. 30,  it  is  plain  that  a  start  cannot 
be  made  much  before  half-past  nine.  The  valuable 
early  hours  are  thus  lost. 

Linton  Lock,  some  few  miles  below,  may  either 
be  reached  by  steamer  from  York  (when  the  boat 
is  convenient)  or  from  ToUerton  Station,  which  is 
no  great  distance  away.  Both  Linton  and  Newton 
—a  little  lower  down — are  dehghtful   spots,  and 


The  upper  reaches  of  the  Nidd  are  entirely  closed 
to  the  coarse  fisher,  and  form  happy  hunting  grounds 
for  trout  fishing  only.  "  Accessible  "  coarse  fishing 
— that  is,  fishing  to  which  any  angler  for  coarse  fish 
has  access — maybe  said  to  commence  just  below 
Walshford  Bridge.  The  Harrogate  Club  holds  the 
rights  on  the  left  bank  for  some  considerable  distance, 
but  the  other,  which  I  consider  to  be  the  better 
side,  may  be  fished  for  two  or  three  miles  at  the 
very  reasonable  rate  of  a  shilling  a  day.  Tickets 
maybe  obtained  from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  the  Oak  Inn, 
Cowthorpe,  where  the  visitor  desirous  of  staying  a 


Front  of  Oak  Inn,  Cowthoepe. 


are  well  worth  a  visit.  Beningbrough  Station  is 
not  more  than  a  couple  of  miles  from  the  latter 
place,^  across  the  fields,  whilst  visitors  can  count  on 
being  well  looked  after  at  the  village  inn.  This,  I 
believe,  has  changed  hands  since  my  last  visit — 
some  few  months  ago. 

Between  Linton  and  Nun-Monkton  (Nidd  mouth) 
are  plenty  of  barbel,  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  dace, 
to  say  nothing  of  pike,  gudgeon,  and  eels.  Barbel 
are  to  be  caught  early  in  the  season,  but  as  the 
river,  generally  speaking,  is  of  a  fairly  uniform 
depth,  they  are  difficult  to  locate;   No  great  weight 


few  days  will  find  every  comfort,  congenial  company: 
and  moderate  charges.  Oowthorpe  Oak,  a  vener- 
able relic  of  ancient  times,  and  resting  metaphorically 
on  the  crutches  of  decrepit  old  age,  stands  in  all 
its  rugged  grandeur  some  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  house.  All  kinds  of  fish  are  plentiful,  but 
especially  barbel,  chub,  dace,  perch,  and  pike. 
Fishing  from  Hunsingore  footbridge  (in  Mr.  John- 
son's water),  not  so  many  months  ago,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grassham  slaughtered  nearly  half  a  hundredweight  of 
barbel  and  chub  during  the  course  of  a  short  afternoon. 
The  fishing  is  good  all  the  year  round,  the  bait  par 


excellence  for  all  seasons'! being '  tho  dew  worm  of 
aboutjsix  inches  in  length.  Barbel,  chub,  perch, 
large  grayling,  trout,  and  an  occasional  jack  all 
fall  victims  to  this  bait.  The  nearest  convenient 
station  is  Wetherby,  from  which  to  the  Oak  at 
Cowthorpe  is  about  three  and  a  half  miles. 
Allerton  is  nearer,  but  the  train  service  is  not  very 
good.  Although  there  is  a  limited  quantity  of  open 
water  below  the  Oak  length  the  greater  part  is 
taken  up  by  the  Leeds  and  York  Amalgamations. 
The  former  rent  the  left  bank  from  the  first 
field  above  Skip  Bridge  down  to  Westfield  Farm, 
and  the  right  bank  from  the  first  field  below  the 
bridge  to  the  end  of  Clyde  Farm,  a  distance  of  about 
five  miles  altogether.  No  day  tickets  are  issued, 
the  fishery  being  reserved  exclusively  for  members 
of  the  society  with  the  long  name.  The  York  water 
is  much  more  comprehensive,  and  extends  on  the 
right  bank  from  Moor  Monkton,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  up  to  the  Leeds  length  in  the  vicinity  of 
Skip  Bridge,  and  again  beyond  it  as  far  as  Cattal 
Brick  Works,  with  the  exception  of  four  fields 
opposite  Kirk  Hammerton  Park.  On  the  opposite 
side  the  York  water  stretches  from  a  short  distance 
above  the  railway  bridge  nearly  up  to  Hammerton 
Dam.  The  total  length  of  this  fishing  is  about 
twelve  miles,  and  may  be  fished  for  4d.  a  day.  _  As 
Hammerton  and  Cattal  stations  are  both  convenient, 
and  as  the  sport  to  be  obtained  is  far  above  the 
average,  this  should  be  -well  patronised.  Mr.  D. 
Langstaffe,  the  energetic  and  courteous  secretary 
of  the  York  Amalgamation,  tells  me  that  tickets 
may  be  easily  obtained  from  the  licensed  houses  in 


the  neighbourhood  of  the  fisheries.  At  Hammerton 
Dam  itself,  a  wooden  structure  which  leaks  some- 
what, Mr.  Shillito  issues  a  threepenny  ticket 
for  a  bit  of  really  first-class  fishing.  The  York 
Society  also  rents  a  couple  of  excellent  stretches  on 
the  Foss,  above  Towthorpe  and  Strensall  respec- 
tively, day  tickets  for  which  are  3d.  Of  the  Foss  I 
cannot  speak  from  personal  experience  as  I  have 
never  fished  it,  but  I  am  told  that  the  lengths  rented 
by  the  Yorkists  are  well  worth  a  visit.  The  nearest 
stations  are  Haxby  and  Strensall — close  on  the 
spot. 

From  the  confluence  of  the  Nidd  and  Ouse  to 
York,  the  river  fishes  very  well  indeed  at  times. 
Poppleton  was  some  time  since  a  very  favourite 
resort.  One  of  the  members  of  Beeston  Manor 
Angling  Club  landed  a  bream  here,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  which  weighed  61b.  within  an  ounce 
or  two. 

Below  York,  the  roach  fishing  has  been  very  good 
during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  Some  few  years 
ago  tons  of  fish  were  poisoned  as  a  result  of 
pollution,  but  the  river  seems  to  have  completely 
recovered  its  normal  head  of  fish.  The  York 
Amalgamation  has  rights  from  Fulford  to  Bishop- 
thorpe  and  a  couple  of  fields  lower  down  on  the 
opposite  side,  whilst  the  Leeds  Society  pays  for 
permission  for  its  members  to  fish  certain  lengths 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  Acastef.  There  is 
also  a  fair  amount  of  free  water  in  the  Wcinity. 
Visitors  should  book  to  Copmanihorpe  (next 
station  to  York  on  the  Leeds  liiie),  and  after 
walking  to  Acaster  Malbis,  a  distance  of  two  miles, 
should  inquire  for  Tom  Smith,  w'lo  lives  close  to 
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the  river.  This  gentleman,  who  has  had  a  long 
Experience  in  salmon  fishing,  will  at  once  advise 
the  angler  as  to  whether  roach  fishing  above  the 
dam,  or  barbel  or  pike  angling  in  the  tideway,  is 
the  most  likely  to  prove  remunerative.  As  a  rule, 
roach  fishing  is  unproductive  before  the  middle  of 
September.  Should  Acaster  be  made  headquarters, 
Mr.  Smith  will  see  that  the  angler  is  comiortably 
housed  and  fed,  whilst  Acaster,  Bishopthorpe,  and 
Naburn  may  be  fished  without  undue  strain  being 
put  on  one's  pedal  extremities.  The  Archbishop's 
palace  at  Bishopthorpe,  as  it  looks  towards  the 
river,  forms  a  very  bonny  picture. 

From  Acaster  to  the  junction  of  the  Ouse  and 
Wharfe,  the  river  is  of  the  "  plain "  variety,  and 
is  considerably  affected  by  the  spring  tides.  In  a 
later  article  I  hope  to  d  scuss  the  most  important 
fishing  station  on  the  Wharfe.' 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  CHARMS  OF  ANGLING.* 

On  Wednesday,"  Jan.  11,  the  "members  of  the 
"  Trout  Anglers'  Qub,"  Edinburgh,  assembled  at  the 
club  rooms  to  hear  Jlr.  E.  M.  Tod  (author  of  "  Wet 
Fly  Fishing  ")  lecture  on  "  The  Charms  of  Angling." 
Owing  to  ]VIr.  Tod's  late  indisposition,  it  was  only 
at  the  last  moment  that  the  hon.  secretary.  Mi. 
James  Watson,  was  able  to  send  out  circular  letters. 
But,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  about  one  hundred 
were  present. 

The  president  of  the  club,  Mr.  J.  H.  Grafton, 
occupied  the  chair.  He  introduced  Mr.  Tod  in  a  few 
kindly,  graceful  words. 

Mr.  Tod  then  delivered  his  lecture  amidst  perfect 
silence,  which  was  only  broken  by  an  applause  that 
evidently  gratified  and  touched  the  lecturer. 

Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — I  stand  before  you 
this  evening  pledged  to  interest  you,  all  I  know, 
concerning  the  charms  which  hover  around  the  very 
name  of  angling.  I  have  often  felt  their  fascination, 
and  even  now  their  memory  remains  fresh  and 
green.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  charms  of  the  mere 
-scenery,  much  as  I  love  to  look  upon  a  glorious 
landscape.  The  charms — concerning  which  I  am  to 
address  you  this  evening — are  rather  the  joys  of 
solving  difficult  problems,  and  the  delights  of  fresh 
and  unusual  experiences,  whilst  the  angler  is  plying 
his  vocation. 

There  are  teachers  and  teachers  ;  but  give  me  the 
trout,  as  the  best  of  them  all  !  We  are  apt  to 
complain  that  Scottish  trout  know  too  much,  but, 
up  to  a  point,  does  not  the  charm  of  angling,  to  a 
large  measure,  depend  upon  the  cunning  of  the 
trout  ?  Who  would  care  to  shoot  a  noble  stag 
when  starvation  drives  him  dowTi  to  the  fields  ? 
What  constitutes  the  sport  of  deerstalking  but  the 
difficulties  ?  Yes  !  even  the  hardships  of  a  long 
stalk.  And  I  affirm  that  our  prettiest  sport  is  often 
had  amongst  well-educated  trout.  Sometimes,  I 
admit,  I  have  wished  that  they  did  not  know  quite 
so  much  !  As  a  change,  I  grant  you,  there  is  no 
end  of  "  fun  "  in  making  a  record  basket  amongst 
unsophisticated  fishes,  but  the  "  charm  "  is  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence,  when  the  most  ordinary 
fisherman,  with  strong  tackle  and  large  flies,  can  fill 
his  creel,  provided  that  he  gives  his  trout  little  time 
to  resist,  ere  they  are  mercilessly  skull-dragged  to 
their  doom,  and  then  repeats  his  cast  without  loss 
of  time. 

It  is  surely  the  angler's  boast  that  his  pursuit 
leads  him  "  by  the  pleasant  waters,"  and  through 
the  very  choicest  scenes  in  nature.  Take,  gentle- 
men, the  most  beautiful  view  you  can  recall,  and 
simply  analyse  it.  How  much  of  its  exquisite 
loveliness  depends  upon  the  presence  of  water  ? 
Blot  that  out  and  you  will  have  changed  the  whole 
character  and  charm  of  the  scene. 
,  ■  Things  are  best  and  easiest  proved  by  their 
opposites,  are  they  not  ?  Forgive  me  then  if,  for 
a  moment,  I  lead  you  to  the  wilds  of  Queensland,  a 
country  in  which  I  spent  five  years  in  my  youth. 
Not  unfrequently  (in  the  Port  Curtis  district,  where 
I  resided)  1  have  pointed  out  scenes,  which  reminded 
me  of  a  nobleman's  park  in  the  old  country,  as 
myself  and  a  comrade  rode  side  by  side  through  the 
wild,  uncultivated  wastes.  Very  noticeable  was  the 
mild  amount  of  sympathy  my  remark  met  with, 
and  the  lack  of  real  enthusiasm  even  in  my  own 

*  Paper  read  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  to  a  meeting  of 
the  members  and  guests  of  the  Edinburgh  "  Trout 
Anglers'  dub"  at  the  club  rooms,  24,  Rutland-street, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  11,  1905. 


breast ;  because,  look  where  we  liked,  water  there 
was  frequently  none  !  Now,  in  Scotland,  at  least, 
we  have  in  angling  a  wholly  beautiful  and  inspiring 
pastime,  where  beauty  is  seldom  absent,  where,  in 
fact,  it  is  invariably  present — sometimes,  indeed,  in 
the  very  greatest  profusion. 

Anglers  are  very  much  indebted  to  men  of  wealth 
and  leisure  who,  for  want  of  other  occupation, 
make  a  real  study  of  sport.  I  have  the  greatest 
sympathy  mth  such  an  one,  for  if  a  man  has  no 
incUnation  for  serious  work,  how  could  he  employ 
leisure  hours  more  delightfully  ?  If  he  further 
embodies  his  experiences  in  a  book,  and  is  a  master 
of  the  art,  it  will  be  odd,  indeed,  if  we  are  not  able 
to  report  progress  by  a  careful  perusal  of  his  work. 
My  own  sympathy,  I  confess,  is  with  men  who 
use  angling  as  a  recreation  and  also  as  a  means  of 
recruiting  their  exhausted  energies — the  workers  in 
the  hive. 

To  illustrate  my  meaning,  I  have  resolved  to 
resurrect  from  an  old  number  of  Punch  one  of  dear 
John  Leech's  famous  hunting  pictures — one  I  parti- 
cularly sympathise  with. 

The  scene  represents  a  doctor's  brougham,  being 
driven  along  the  road.  The  artist  has  cleverly 
removed  the  near  side  of  the  vehicle,  which  enables 
one  to  see  the  energetic  "  Medicus  "  pulling  on  his 
hunting  boots  (his  coat  is  off  at  the  time).  It  is 
entitled,  "  Where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 
Below  the  sketch.  Leech  wrote  these  words  (fox- 
hunting Doctor  loq.):  "Not  be  in  time  !  Oh,  non- 
sense !  Send  my  horse  on  ! — see  my  patients  early  ! 
— dress  in  the  brougham  !  There  I  am  !  "  ("And 
we  hope  he  may  have  a  good  run  ")  says  Punch 
sympathetically. 

Now,  gentlemen,  fishing,  I  know,  is  not  fox-hunting ; 
but  here  I  have  my  own  ideas  drawn  by  a  master 
mind  and  one  of  the  first  draughtsmen  that  ever 
lived ;  nor  was  the  letterpress  attached  to  his 
drawings  one  whit  less  artistic,  or  appropriate. 

In  my  early  days  I  haunted  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  Boswells,  and  while  living  there,  in  lodgings, 
I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  blind  fisherman, 
William  Rankine.  Many  a  time  have  I  called  at 
his  small  house,  with  shop  attached,  to  entice  him 
to  the  Tweed  for  a  few  hours'  fishing,  and  was 
seldom  unsuccessful.  His  good  wife  looked  after 
the  shop  in  his  absence.  The  terrible  story  he  told 
me  (once  and  for  all  time)  of  his  loss  of  sight  during 
an  attack  of  smallpox,  doubtless  appealed  to  me. 
An  obituary  notice  of  him  lies  beside  me  now.  It 
was  contributed  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Feb.  5, 
1887,  and  by  my  own  pen. 

I  met  Rankine  first  in  1862,  just  forty-two  years 
ago.  He  was  a  most  interesting,  intelligent  man, 
always  cheerful  and  brave — a  man  in  a  thousand. 
How,  then,  can  I  speak  to  you  to-night  about  "  the 
charms  "  of  my  past  angling  career,  without  men- 
tioning an  episode  in  connection  with  Rankine  ? 
I  had  managed  to  inveigle  him,  by  the  cunning 
wave  of  a  certain  magic  wand,  to  accompany  me, 
and  we  were  passing  along  the  footpath  near  the 
edge  of  the  clift'  (or  "  Scaur  ")  at  the  back  of 
Lessudden  when  he  halted.  Here,  pointing  with 
his  finger  to  Dryburgh  Abbey,  lying  at  our  feet 
amidst  the  trees  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
using  that  ruin  as  the  centre-piece,  he  described  in 
glowing  terms  the  surrounding  landscape — one  of 
great  beauty.  As  he  spoke  with  genuine  enthusiasm 
I  was  naturally  touched.  I  am  aware  now,  that  I 
was  only  adding  then  one  more  to  the  varied  charms 
that  wait  upon  the  angler,  perchance  to  be  recalled' 
long,  long  afterwards.  Blind  as  he  was  Rankine 
made  a  capital  rod,  and  tied  a  good  plain  salmon 
and  trout  fly  (old  style),  his  wife  arranging  the 
materials  in  a  box  made  for  the  purpose.  More- 
over, he  knew  every  inch  of  the  Tweed  for  miles  ! 

During  my  sojourn  (of  a  generation  or  more)  in 
England,  I  always  tried  to  obtain  a  few  weeks' 
trout  fishing — and  "  in  my  ain  coimtree,"  if  possible. 
And  then,  I  fear,  I  became  so  absorbed  ia  my  pet 
^pastime  that  I  fished  daily  from  ten  (or  eleven)  to 
five  without  a  break.  I  am  no  believer  in  Stewart's 
idea  of  a  day's  fishing,  described  quaintly  by  the 
Aberdeen  gamekeeper  as  "  Twenty-fower  hours  o' 
creepin'  an'  crawlin'."  But,  while  I  am  there,  I  am 
all  there.  Sandwich  in  one  hand,  rod  in  the  other, 
even  when  the  engine  takes  in  fuel  I  am  fishing  ! ' 
Surely  for  me  angling  has  its  charms.  I  used  to 
count  the  days  when  I  would  be  free  to  go  upon  my 
aimual  angling  holiday,  and  I  always  felt  as  if  it 
really  commenced  before  it  actually  did,  because  I 
got  the  old  "  fishing  fever  "  on  me  the  moment  I 
began  to  sort  out  my  tackle.  'Never  was  there  a 
greater  enthusiast ! 


Arrived  at  the  river,  my  first  feeling  was  one 
almost  of  iinreality  !  The  King's  Road,  Brighton, 
one  day,  and  the  next !— waders  on,  rod  in  hand, 
and  here  I  was  once  more  entering  the  water  to 
begin  my  fishing  trip  in  earnest.  Out  of  sorts  as  I 
often  was  then,  how  I  delighted  in  the  soothing 
ripple  of  the  river,  as  it  rattled  over  its  pebbly  bed  ! 
I  am  a  lover  of  music,  but  I  know  no  music  so 
soothing  to  the  nervous  system,  as  was  "  the  music 
of  the  waters  in  the  happy  hours  gone  by."  Then, 
the  wild  flowers  (none  too  many)  seemed  like  the 
faces  of  old  familiar  friends.  But  I  confess  that, 
neither  the  music  of  the  river,  mingled  with  that 
of  the  song  birds,  nor  the  welcome  of  the  flowerets, 
would  have  held  me  long  in  thrall  had  the  surface 
of  the  water  been  without  a  certain  bewitching 
dimple.  Ah,  the  charm  of  that  first  rise  !  and  also 
of  the  first  trout  safely  in  the  creel — harbinger  of 
many  more  spotted  beauties  ! 

To  some  men  the  word  "  charm  "  is  written  in  an 
unknovm  tongue.  They  have  no  more  imagination 
than  had  the  "  Peter  Bell  "  of  Wordsworth's  poem. 
Permit  me  to  parody  his  well-known  lines  thus  : 

A  troutie  rising  by  the  brim, 
A  rising  tioutie  is  to  him. 
But — it  is  notliing  more  ! 

Now,  I  propose  to  draw  a  few  pen-and-ink  sketches 
illustrating  the  charm  of  fishing  out-of-the-way 
places  and  of  being  compelled  to  use  out-of-the-way 
expedients  while  so  doing. 

Let  me  begin  with  sketch  No.  ].  Scene,  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Isla,  a  "  water  "  in  Forfarshire, 
of  average  volume,  but,  at  the  moment  of  fishing, 
so  reduced  by  prolonged  drought  as  to  be  greatly 
below  normal.  Season,  the  very  end  of  May  and 
beginning  of  June  ;  year,  1880.  Lure,  the  artificial 
fly,  size  No.  1,  with,  for  the  end  or  tail  fly,  one  of 
my  favomite  "  doubles  "—size  No.  00,  Kendal 
scale,  "  Greenwell's  Glory." 

I  had  previously  passed  by  the  thin  flow  of  water 
to  which  I  am  about  to  allude  as  being  "  more 
trouble  than  it  was  worth,"  because  some  drooping 
boughs,  precious  near  the  surface  of  the  water, 
converted  the  spot  into  a  kind  of  pons  asinorum. 
I  am  positive  that,  if  often  tried — and  the  lack  of 
footprints  made  me  judge  that  it  was  far  otherwise — 
many  a  fly  would  be  fouled  in  the  attempt,  and  but 
a  few  trout  taken  by  the  average  "  local."  But  an 
even  more  serious  obstacle  presented  itself,  that  is, 
the  difficulty  of  getting  down  to  the  gravel,  from 
which  alone  this  thin  stream  could  be  fished  at  all. 
You  see,  the  ground  from  which  I  surveyed  the 
scene  was  considerably  higher,  and  the  water  being 
both  clear  and  shallow  at  the  coveted  spot,  it  became 
a  difficult  job  for  anyone  to  reach  the  margin  unseen. 

I  commenced  on  hands  and  knees,  but  was  soon 
obliged  to  lie  down,  and  it  was  only  by  rolling  and 
^vriggling  that  I  managed  to  reach  sufficiently  near 
to  the  water  itself.  Here  I  lay  still  to  allow  any 
sentinel  trout,  which  might  have  become  suspicious, 
to  get  familiar  vdth.  the  six-foot  log,  which  had  just 
"  roUed  "  down  from  the  banks  above  ! 

Presently  the  overhanging  boughs  were  shaken 
by  a  breeze,  and  then,  some  flies  which  had  hatched 
out  in  the  river  bed  during  a  blink  of  the  sun,  and 
had  gone  to  roost  amongst  the  foliage,  became 
dotted  over  the  surface  of  the  stream.  The  now 
unwary  trout  were  at  once  "  on  the  job,"  and,  as 
they  moved  from  side  to  side,  to  seize  the  flies,  I 
could  easily  trace  their  pale  forms. 

I  think  you  will  admit  that  I  had  no  easy  or 
everyday  task  before  me.  I  had  determined  to  do 
my  best,  and  I  did.  Rising,  somehow,  on  my  side, 
but  daring  neither  to  sit  nor  to  kneel,  I  managed  to 
get  my  right  arm  free  for  a  throw,  and  then  I 
delivered  a  side  cast,  just  where  I  wished  it  to  go. 

Then  came  the  next  difficulty,  that  of  guiding  the 
line  so  that,  while  it  "  fished  "  the  place  safely  and 
well,  it  did  not  foul  the  boughs  when  I  tightened  on 
a  rising  trout.  Of  course  I  held  the  point  of  the 
rod  low,  and  never  really  "  struck  "  at  all,  trusting 
wholly  to  a  tolerably  tight  Une.  The  trout  being 
very  little  fished  at  this  spot  rose  with  confidence  ; 
and  this  was  in  my  favour.  All  I  had  to  do  now 
was  to  avoid  gi^^ng  myself  away  as  I  wriggled 
upward  when  a  fresh  cast  was  needed.  Eventually 
I  managed  to  encreel  a  fair  number  of  nice-sized 
trout,  even  in  this  uncomfortable  position.  At 
last  the  short  length  of  shallow  stream  became,  in 
fisherman's  parlance,  quite  "  fished  out." 

I  was  curious  to  see  with  my  own  eyes  the  trout 
which  dwelt  so  secure,  as  a  rule,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  friendly  trees,  so  I  sprang  up  suddenly 
and  walked  forward.    The  water  seemed  literally 
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alive  !  Doubtless  it  was  a  place  where  food  was 
plentiful  and  cheap,  and  no  charge  made  for  lodgings  ! 

I  did  not  make  a  big  basket  (I  did  not  expect  to), 
but  I  enjoyed  the  novel  situation  extremely,  and 
can  you  be  more  than  happy  ? 

Fishing  the  same  water,  a  little  further  up  stream, 
I  had  another  unique  experience,  much  less  trying 
to  myself.  I  embodied  it,  strange  to  say,  in  the 
first  "  paper  "  I  ever  contributed  to  the  pages  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  entitled,  "  North  Country  Fly 
Fishing,"  some  twenty-five  years  ago  now.  The 
article  is  preserved  in  an  old  scrap  book,  but  the 
date  was  not  kept,  which  I  regret.  However,  I 
can  make  a  tolerably  fair  guess  from  the  dates  of 
other  cuttings  immediately  surrounding  it  in  the 
book. 

One  narrow  and  deep  pool  proved  a  very  in- 
teresting piece  of  fishing  to  me  indeed,  and  full  of 
charm.  On  the  further  side  stood  a  mass  of  rock, 
against  which  the  stream  chafed  and  fretted,  whilst 
on  my  own  was  a  very  awkward  eddy.  Here  the 
wading  was  attended  by  a  distinct  prospect  of 
exploring  the  depths  by  a  summary  process.  The 
crumbly  gravel  sloped  almost  abruptly  into  the 
pool  itself,  and  proved  loose  and  treacherous  footing. 
A  little  further  up  it  was  quite  impossible  to  wade 
at  all,  the  gravel  bank  going  sheer  down  into  water 
seven  or  eight  feet  deep ! 

When  I  had  taken  in  the  situation,  I  saw  that 
my  best  plan  was  to  crawl  up  to  the  deeper  portion, 
which  I  did.  Here  I  sat  down  on  the  extreme  edge 
of  the  gravel,  allowing  my  legs  to  hang  pendant, 
from  the  knees  downward,  into  the  water.  Once 
seated  I  was  not  only  safe  but  comfortable.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  wariest  trout  can  be  outwitted 
if  the  angler  (once  he  is  in  such  a  position)  only 
keeps  motionless,  and  never  stands  up  on  his  hind 
legs  !  I  followed  out  these  maxims  scrupulously. 
My  landing-net  lay  handy  at  my  left  side,  and  I 
waited  in  patience  ("  Micawberlike ")  for  some- 
thing to  turn  up.  When  at  last  the  trout  began 
to  rise  my  stillness  was  rewarded. 

In  all  my  angling  experiences  I  cannot  say  that 
I  ever  enjoyed  "  a  cannie  hoor  "  with  my  fly-rod 
more.  It  was  to  me  a  perfectly  delightful  bit  of 
fishing.  At  first  I  used  the  shortest  possible  line, 
but  in  due  course  the  line  grew  longer,  till  at  last  I 
could  command  no  fresh  and  undisturbed  water 
without  moving  on.  Wben  I  fully  realised  this  I 
proceeded  to  crawl  up  to  a  certain  point  of  gravel 
where  the  main  stream,  rushing  down  a  slope, 
entered  the  pool  itself  at  right  angles,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  direction  of  its  natural  course,  dashing  against 
the  wall  of  rock  I  have  already  spoken  of  and 
leaving  (on  its  further  side)  a  longish  bit  of  back 
water  which  I  felt  sure  would  hold  some  good  trout ; 
nor  was  I  mistaken. 

Here  I  knelt  on  one  knee,  casting  my  line  so  that 
it  was  never  permitted  to  rest  upon  the  rushing 
but  narrow  inflow  from  above.  Looking  at  an  old 
fishing  diary  I  find  that  I  brought  home  to  the 
inn  two  dozen  trout,  which  weighed  9|lb.,  another 
day  111b.,  and  another  lljlb.  Small  as  these 
baskets  may  appear  to  you,  gentlemen,  they  were 
made  much  of,  as,  before  I  arrived,  sport  was  so 
indifferent,  that  the  innkeeper  at  Glenisla,  where  I 
put  up,  told  me  "  there  was  nothing  doing  on  the 
river,"  and,  of  course,  he  was  only  too  glad  to  be 
able  to  make  the  best  of  it. 

Contrast  such  a  quiet  hour  with  a  day  in  the 
early  part  of  AprU,  on  a  river  of  largest  size,  brimful 
and  porter  coloured,  whole  gut  and  large  flies  the 
order  of  the  day  ;  the  trout  not  yet  in  good  condition 
— is  not  "  the  charm  of  angling  "  with  the  first 
mentioned,  rather  than  with  the  last  ?  Which 
brings  out  the  best  qualities  of  the  sporting  angler  ? 

I  shall  now  step  aside,  once  more,  into  the  bye- 
ways  (the  little  trodden  pathways)  of  angling.  A 
pretty  stiff  breeze,  blowing  directly  up  a  river  of 
fair  size,  causing  a  series  of  wavelets  a  few  inches  in 
height,  occasionally  proves  a  foreruimer  of  good 
luck.  The  luck  is  always  worth  trying  for.  Many 
a  long  pool  which  is  improductive  in  a  wind  blowing 
straight  down  stream,  becomes  a  veritable  gold 
mine  during  a  stiffish  up-stream  wind,  provided 
always  that  the  angler  understands  how  to  fish  with 
the  sunk  fly,  in  contradistinction  to  the  usual  wet  fly. 
I  have  many  pleasing  recollections  of  its  profitable 
use  when  the  occasion  served.  By  it,  in  such  a  wind 
as  I  have  mentioned,  I  have  occasionally  killed  a 
fine  basket  of  trout  when  others  fishing  close  to  me 
at  the  time  were  quite  out  of  it.  I  may  add  that 
I  do  not  allude  to  small  "  waters,"  but  to  rivers  of 
the  volume  of  the  Tweed,  Teviot,  Tummel,  Deveron, 
Cumberland  Eden,  and  such  like.    I  can  also  recall 
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many  delightful  episodes  while  fishing  in  clear  water 
with  the  minnow,  worm,  creeper,  and  so  forth. 

But  I  grow  weary  of  speaking  always  of  myself, 
and  now,  as  a  relief,  I  wiU  speak  of  a  better  fisher- 
man than  I  ever  was  at  my  best — my  old  angling 
teacher,  Mark  Aitken. 

I  have  told  the  story  in  my  little  book,  where, 
by  the  way,  I  have  also  tried  to  explain  how  I  use 
the  sunk  fly  in  an  up-stream  wind,  a  thing  to  me 
much  harder  to  describe  than  to  do.  "  Mark  "  was 
fishing  his  own  river  (the  Teviot)  and  was  anxious 
to  get  a  good  basket  of  trout  that  day  for  his  master 
— the  then  Marquis  of  Lothian.  Returning  home- 
wards, baifled  and  vexed,  he  observed  a  few  trout 
rising  steadily  at  the  further  side  of  a  nice  pool, 
bordered  by  some  fine  but  short  trees,  in  fuU  leaf. 
His  tail  fly  was  the  famed  "  Woodcock  and  Hare's 
Ear  "  (one  of  his  own  dressing).  In  vain  he  wooed 
these  tempting  trout — they  refused  to  be  won.  At 
last  he  waded  in  amongst  them,  hoping  to  discover 
the  exact  fly  upon  which  they  were  feeding,  but,  to 
his  great  surprise,  he  found  that  they  were  rising  at 
round  seeds  which  fell  from  the  trees  at  intervals. 
This  set  his  brain  a-thinking.  Presently  he  nipped 
off  the  woodcock  wings.  He  then  proceeded  to 
pluck  the  hare's  ear,  till,  what  then  remained  of  the 
yellow  tying-silk  and  the  short  fur,  somewhat 
resembled  (in  shape  and  in  size)  one  of  the  afore- 
said seeds.  With  but  little  hope  of  retrieving  his 
ill-fortime,  he  waded  in  once  more,  picked  out  an 
isolated  trout  of  good  size,  and  "  put  "  the  novel 
pattern  over  the  rise.  It  was  taken  boldly  !  Before 
he  left  the^  pool  his  big  black  creel  was  all  but  full. 

Once  I  remember  seeing  a  few  trout,  feeding  upon 
seeds,  on  the  Teviot  near  to  Kirkbank.  On  the 
Cumberland  Eden,  also,  and  in  a  pool  named 
"  Bedlam-home  "  I  once,  but  only  once,  found  the 
trout  rising  quite  freely  at  similar  seeds.  Alas  !  I 
have  to  confess  that  no  imitation  of  mine  succeeded 
on  either  occasion.  For  all  that,  I  am  certain  that 
old  Mark  told  me  the  truth,  he  was  so  absolutely 
trustworthy.  Besides,  he  thought  nothing  of  killing 
a  basketful  of  trout.  I  confess  I  would  rather  have 
killed  a  creelful  of  trout  in  that  unique  manner 
than  a  dozen  like  basketfuls  of  trout  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  my  fascinating  subject, 
"  The  Charms  of  Angling,"  let  me  retell  an  old  tale, 
dating  back  to  June  6,  1877. 

Ewen  Cameron,  who  was  quite  as  often  called 
"  Hugh,"  or  "  Red  Hugh,"  was  at  this  time  one  of 
the  Loch  Rannoch  boatmen.  Many  of  us  know  of 
his  tragic  death  by  accidental  drowning.  Well,  he 
came  to  see  me  on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  I  was 
lodging  at  a  cottage  in  the  village  of  Kinloch- 
Rannoch,  and  fishing  the  river  Tummel  daily.  He 
was  out  of  temper  with  some  "  gentlemen  "  who 
had  abused  not  only  the  loch  but  the  boatman. 
Now  a  better  boatman  never  put  hand  to  oar 
than  "  Red  Hugh." 

"  If  you,  Mr.  Tod,  would  only  let  me  row  you 
to-morrow,  I  think  we  could  perhaps  bring  home  a 
basket  of  trout,"  was  Hugh's  solution  of  the  problem. 
I  confess  that  I  was  wedded  to  the  river  ;  but, 
seeing  how  things  were,  I  gave  my  consent,  albeit 
with  a  grudge. 

An  old  fishing  diary  enables  me  to  record  the 
date,  and  the  result  of  the  day's  fishing,  also  the 
weather  conditions.  The  day  was  calm  and  sultry, 
the  mist  was  low  down  on  the  hills,  and  at  last 
heavy  thunder  rain  fell.  Trout  -would  not  rise. 
About  2.30  we  grounded  the  boat  at  the  famous 
"  Black-wood,"  ate  our  frugal  Ivincheon,  and  let  the 


rain  pour.  Having  a  good  waterproof  coat  and 
wearing  my  waders  (as  T  invariably  do  when  loch- 
fishing),  I  was  pretty  comfortable.  Presently  a 
distant  rumbling  made  me  look  at  "  Red  Hugh  " 
inquiringly,  who  answered  my  look  thus: 

"  It's  only  Dall  Burn  comin'  doon  in  spate  !  " 

Only  !  In  a  flash  it  occurred  to  me  that  my 
chance  had  come.  I  never  before  had  tried  the 
experiment,  nor  had  I  even  heard  of  the  expedient 
being  used  in  my  life,  but  lethargy  vanished,  and 
"  Red  Hugh  "  and  I  were  soon  pulling  for  Dall 
Burn  all  we  knew. 

"  What  are  you  going  to  do,  Mr.  Tod,  when  you 
get  there  ?  "  he  asked  ;  to  which  I  only  said, 
"  Wait  and  see,  Hugh." 

When  we  arrived  I  stepped  out  into  shallow 
water,  having  first  put  on  a  stoutish  river  cast, 
furnished  with  three  spring-sized  river  flies  ;  a 
March  Brown,  for  one,  I  remember.  Walking  into 
the  loch  till  I  was  in  danger  of  getting  over  my 
wading  stockings,  I  then  turned  round  and  faced 
what  in  fishing  a  river  would  be  called  upstream. 
I  then  systematically  and  with  short,  rapidly- 
delivered  casts,  fished  the  eddies  on  my  own  side, 
till  I  was  close  to  the  shore.  Then  I  got  back, 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  my  starting 
point.  Here  I  fished  the  main  current,  which  was 
rushing  into  the  loch  with  surprising  force,  and 
much  in  the  same  manner.  A  third  time  I  returned 
to  the  starting-point,  and  fished  the  eddies  on  the 
other  side  of  the  main  rush,  which  was  not  quite  so 
easy  to  do.  With  my  own  landing-net  arrange- 
ment I  basketed  all  the  trout  in  mid-water  with 
perfect  ease.  The  whole  process  did  not  occupy 
more  than  one  hour. 

Then  into  the  boat  I  tumbled,  saying  as  I  did  so, 
"  Now  let  us  row  to  Carrie  Burn,  Hugh."  Here, 
we  found  that  the  spate  was  already  beginning  to 
subside.  But  why  repeat  the  process  all  over  again  ? 
Suffice  to  add,  that  the  fishing  of  the  loch  with  fly 
at  the  mouths  of  these  two  burns  "  had  pulled  our 
chestnuts  out  of  the  fire."  The  experiment  had 
saved  a  blank  day.  I  then  rowed  straight  home 
with  18lb.  of  trout  (nett  weight)  in  my  creel.  It 
was  my  first  experience  of  the  kind,  and  is  likely  to 
be  my  last.  It  may,  however,  prove  of  service  to 
someone  now  listening  to  me  ;  and  I  hope  it  may, 
with  all  my  heart. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  paper  without  addressing 
a  few  kindly  words  to  the  members  of  our  club, 
since  you,  gentlemen,  paid  me  the  compliment  (by 
your  unanimous  vote)  of  conferring  upon  me  its 
honorary  membership,  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  personally  thanking  each  of  you  orally  for  that 
gracious  act. 

I  have  attempted  to  interest  the  old  and  expe- 
rienced, as  well  as  the  young  and  inexperienced 
angler.  But  when  I  speak  of  the  young  and  in- 
experienced, I  realise  that,  in  the  near  future,  they 
will  eventually  knock  us  older  men  off  our  stools. 
Indeed,  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  futiire  of 
our  pleasant  pastime — our  vacation — vocation  (to 
coin  a  word)  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  rising 
generation.  I  therefore  hope  that  they  will  take  a 
hard  grip  of  main  facts,  and  never  degenerate  into 
windy  gabs  and  theorisers. 

Not  long  ago  I  read  an  article  by  an  American 
angler,  who  actually  advocated  using  a  very  light 
rod,  amongst  largish  fish,  because,  forsooth,  it  was 
more  sportsmanlike  !  What !  More  sportsmanlike 
to  let  a  fish  rim  all  over  the  place  for  double  the 
usual  time  !  and,  also,  "  because  it  gave  the  poor 
fish  a  better  chance  for  his  life."  Now  I  am  not 
here  to  lay  down  the  law,  but  I  trust  that  I  am 
free  to  state  my  opinions.  I  confess  to  have  a 
contempt  for  such  views,  and  nothing  less.  I  am 
bold  to  declare  that  the  man  who  runs  a  trout  or 
a  salmon  as  if  he  never  expected  to  hook  another, 
and  wanted  good  value  for  his  money,  deserves, 
gentlemen,  the  greatest  penalty  which  could  possibly 
be  inflicted  on  any  brother  of  the  rod — namely,  to 
have  his  name  put  up  for  the  membership  of  the 
Trout  Anglers'  Qub,  Edinburgh,  and  to  be  black- 
balled ! 

We  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  those  who 
advocate  the  use  of  weapons  weighing  as  many 
oimees  as  the  trout  they  are  made  to  capture  weigh 
pounds.  It  is  a  free  country.  But  I  tnist  that  the 
rising  generation  amongst  us  to-night  will  maintain 
calm,  level  heads,  and  never  fly  to  extremes.  A 
certain  class  of  trout  fishermen  prefer  horsehair  to 
drawn  gut.  I  am  not  one  of  them.  Let  those  who 
will,  use  horsehair. 

And  now  I  really  must  bring  this  paper  to  an 
end,  which  I  do  by  reminding  you  that  Alexander 
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Pope  knew  something  of  the  uses  of  hair,  when  he 
wote  these  lines  in  his  world-famed  poem,  "  The 
Rape  of  iie  Lock  "  :— 

Wi' h  hairy  springes  we  the  birds  betray 
Slicfht  lines  of  hair  surprise  the  finny  prey 
Fair  tresses  Man's  imperial  race  ensnare, 
And  beauty  draws  us  with  a  single  hair. 
Who  amongst  those  present  will  be  so  ungallant 
as  to  deny  to  this  classic  form  of  angling  its  charm  ! 
Can  I  do  better  than  close  by  the  humorous  and  not 
ungenial  wish  that  the  young  and  middle-aged  here 
to-night  who  are  still  roaming  about,  free  and 
unhooked,  in  the  somewhat  overstocked  waters  of 
"  Bachelordom,"  may,  one  by  one,  be  brought  under 
the  hypnotic  influence  of  that  slender  "  single  hair  " 
— Love's  leading  string. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Tod's  very  interesting 
paper,  which  was  evidently  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
large  company  of  fly  fishers,  Mr.  G.  0.  Gilchrist  (a 
member  of  the  committee),  in  proposing  the 
customary  vote  of  thanks,  said  : — 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  asked  to  propose  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Tod  for  his  excellent  lecture, 
and  it  gives  me  infinite  pleasure  to  do  so.    I  know 
that  he  has  been  at  some  trouble  in  getting  up  this 
lecture,  for,  although  you  may  be  certain  that  his 
spirit  was  %villing,  unfortunately  lately  the  flesh  has 
been  weak,  and  we  feared  that  we  should  be  dis- 
appointed.   However,  I  am  delighted  that  he  has 
been  able  to  come  among  us  this  evening  to  address 
us  on  so  dehghtful  a  subject  as  "  The  Charms  of 
Angling."    It  is,  indeed,  a  great  privilege  to  the 
members  of  the  T.A.C.  to  have  been  addressed  so 
eloquently  by  such  a  past  master  of  the  art  of 
angling  as  Mr.  Tod  undoubtedly  is,  and  whilst 
listening  to  him,  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  the 
spirit  of  the  river  was  here  amongst  us,  that  the 
same  spirit  was  addressing  us,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  same  subtle  influence  permeates  the  room 
by  the  warmth  of  the  -reception  you  have  given 
him,  and  we  are  now,  or  at  least,  we  ought  to  be, 
indebted  to  him  for  bringing  us  up  to  be  as  highly 
educated  as  the  trout  he  has  mentioned.  You 
are  doubtless  aware  that  Mr.  Tod  is  and  has  been 
almost  a  voluminous  writer  on  angling.    Were  you 
to  look  back  at  past  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years  you  would  find  many 
contributions  from  his  pen,  not  only  of  a  technical 
nature,  but  also,  as  we  can  imagine,  of  a  humorous 
kind,  and  I  would  venture  to  di-aw  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  the  author  of  a  book  we  have 
on  the  shelves  of  our  library,  entitled.  "  Wet  Fly 
Fishing,"  which  it  would  be  most  gratifying  to  see 
in  an  almost  dilapidated  condition,  but,  strange 
"to  say,  it  is  in  a  remarkable  state  of  perfection, 
and  although  you  may  not  take  it  home  with  you 
it  is  still  there  if  you  desire  to  peruse  it.  Gentlemen, 
I  will  now  ask  you  to  give  Mr.  Tod  a  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  most  charming  lecture  on 
such  a  charming  subject  and  in  so  charming  a 
manner. 

Mr.  Tod  then  thanked  them  all,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings so  far  terminated. 

A  pleasant  social  evening  followed,  Mr.  Gilchrist 
giving  a  very  happy  and  humorous  recitation  which 
was  much  appreciated.  Many  excellent  songs  fol- 
lowed, one  of  which,  "  The  Dalkeith  Militia,"  was 
(with  the  singer)  evidently  a  known  favourite 
amongst  the  members  of  the  club. 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 
WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


{Continued  from  'page  22.) 

CHAPTER  II. 
Materials,  Implements,  etc. 

The  following  materials,  implements,  etc.,  are 
used  for  making  salmon  flies  : — Tying  silks,  floss 
silks,  seal's  fur,  pig's  Wool,  mohair,  quill,  chenilles, 
tinsels,  feathers,  scissors,  hackle  pliers,  stiletto, 
penknife,  cobbler's  wax,  varnish,  vice,  methylated 
spirit,  and  gut, 

To  assist  the  beginner  in  his  selection  when 
buying  and  collecting  them,  the  following  hints 
are  given  on  the  above-mentioned  items  in  turn 

Tying  Silks.— The  best  are  those  known  as 
"  Pearsall's  gossamer  fly-tying  silks  "  ;  they  are 
sold  on  reels  in  different  colours,  of  which  claret 
and  oi-ange  are  stronger  than  any  of  the  others,  the 
reason  for  this  being,  I  fancy,  that  the  dyes  used 


in  colouring  the  others  weaken  them..  These 
silks  are  very  fine,  and  should  always  Ibe  used 
doubled.  They  are  then  stronger,  but  talcfe  up  less 
room  when  wound  on  the  hook  than  the  ordinary 
fly-tying  silk  sold  in  the  tackle  shops.  The  beginner 
will  probably  break  his  thread  pretty  often  at  first, 
but  he  should  not  blame  the  silk  and  try  some 
which  is  coarser ;  j^ractice  will  soon  teach  him 
how  much  strain  the  gossamer  will  bear.  Tying 
silks  shotdd  not  be  kept  a  long  time,  but  should 
be  bought  fresh  fi-om  time  to  time,  as  they  lose 
their  strength. 

Floss  SilA-s. — Always  buy  these  from  the  tackle 
shops,  as  they  are  specially  made  and  dyed  for 
the  purpose  of  fly  dressing  ;  the  colours  are  faster. 
They  are  made  of  two  thicknesses  ;  the  finer  is  best 
for  tags,  and  for  the  bodies  of  very  small  flies; 
but  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  split  the  thicker  into 
two  strands,  in  fact  they  appear  to  be  made  up  of 
two  strands  laid  together.  The  beginner  should 
provide  himself  with  two  or  three  shades  of  all 
colours.  The  skeins  should  be  carefully  opened  by 
first  undoing  the  knot  with  the  nails  of  right  and 
left  thumbs  and  second  fingers,  the  silk  wound  on 
to  cards,  and  the  whole  wrapped  up  in  soft  paper, 
care  being  taken  to  prevent  their  fraying,  as  they 
cannot  then  be  wound  neatly  on  the  hook.  The 
hands  should  be  perfectly  clean  when  handling 
floss  silk,  for  it  is  very  easily  soiled. 

Seal's  fur,  pig's  wool,  and  mohair,  dyed  all 
colours,  are  used  for  the  bodies  of  flies,  and  can 


that  from  turkey  or  swan,  which  is  transparent, 
and  there  is  sufficient  quill  on  one  feather  to  make 
a  dozen  bodies.  It  should  be  softened  m  warm 
water  before  being  tied  on  to  the  hook,  and  before 
dyeing  the  edges  should  be  clean  cut.  Quill  dyes 
so  readily  that  for  light  shades  the  smallest  quantity 
of  dye  must  be  used. 

Tinsels. — Under  this  heading  are  the  following 
varieties  :— Flat  tinsel,  oval  tinsel,  thread,  twist, 
cord  or  lace,  and  embossed  tinsels.  All  these  are 
made  of  gold  or  silver.  Flat  tinsel  is  very  thin 
sheet  metal  cut  into  strips  of  different  widths  ;  the 
broader  ones  are  used  for  forming  bodies,  the 
narrower  for  ribbing  bodies;  but  they  are  not  so 
strong  or  effective  as  the  oval  tinsels,  which  are', 
made  up  of  a  silk  centre,  closely  rolled  over  with 
very  narrow  flat  tinsel.  They  are  oval  in  section, 
and  are  made  of  different  widths.  Thread  is  very 
fine  wire.  Twist  is  floss  silk  closely  wound  over 
with  the  finest  flat  tinsel,  and  has  the  aj^pearance 
of  very  fine  thread.  Cord  or  lace  is  two  or  three 
threads  of  twist  twisted  together  so  as  to  form 
one  thick  strand.  Embossed  tinsels  are  flat,  with 
raised  patterns,  and  are  made  in  different  widths. 
All  tinsels  should  be  kept  on  reels,  wrapped  up  in 
soft  paper,  to  keep  them  from  light  and  air  as 
much  as  possible.  They  are  easily  cleaned  with 
plate  powder  if  tarnished.  It  is  most  important 
that  only  the  best  should  be  used ;  cheap  tinsels 
tarnish  and  lose  colom-  almost  immediately. 

Feathers. — I  begin  with  hackles,  they  being,  in 
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be  bought  at  any  of  the  tackle  shops ;  but  if  the 
beginner  intends  to  dye  his  feathers  I  advise  him 
to  dye  these  also.  The  undyed  materials  are  sold 
by  the  ounce ;  the  seal's  fur  is  also  sold  on  the 
skin,  and  this  I  prefer,  because  part  of  the  fur  of 
skin  always  has  a  yellowish  tinge,  which  can 
be  separated  from  the  pure  white  before  washing 
previous  to  dyeing.  The  white  part  should  be  kept 
for  such  colours  as  blue  or  yellow.  Seal's  fm-  is 
more  used  than  either  of  the  other  wools. 

Berlin  wools  are  used  for  the  butts  and  bodies 
of  certain  flies. 

Chenilles  of  two  kinds  are  used — namely,  silk 
chenilles  and  tinselled  chenilles.  The  former  are 
made  of  different  thicknesses,  in  all  colours,  which 
unfortimately  wash  out  very  quickly  ;  they  should 
therefore  always  be  soaked  in  alum  and  water  or 
tartaric  acid  and  water  for  some  minutes.  The 
tinselled  chenilles  are  very  effective,  but  tarnish 
quickly.  Both  kinds  are  used  more  for  the  bodies 
of  grubs  than  for  winged  flies. 

Quills  are  not  much  used  for  bodies.  Why  I  do 
not  know,  as  they  are  very  easily  obtained,  dye 
well,  retain  the  colour,  and  are  easy  to  put  on  the 
fly.  I  take  them  from  the  long  eyed  peacock  tail 
feather,  or  from  turkey,  swan,  or  goose  feathers. 
By  cutting  across  the  quill  near  the  point,  and 
raising  the  cut  edge,  it  is  easy  to  strip  off  the 
whole  length ;  any  pith  adhering  can  be  scraped 
off  with  a  knife  or  the  quill  can  be  rubbed  on  a 
flat  piece  of  wood,  over  which  a  piece  of  fipe  sand- 
paper has  been  stretched.  Quill  from  the  peacock 
tail  feather  is  semi-opaque,  and  much  thicker  than 


my  opinion,  the  most  important.  These  are 
obtained  from  cocks'  necks  and  saddles.  The 
following  are  the  kinds  used: — White,  yellowish 
white,  white  furnace,  white  Coch-y-Bondhu,  red 
furnace,  and  Coch-y-Bondhii  of  all  shades ;  black, 
blue  dun,  blue  furnace,  blue  Coch-y-Bondhu,  cuckoo, 
and  kneecap.  A  furnace  hackle  (No.  2,  Fig.  5)  is 
one  with  black  streak  down  the  centre,  and  with 
red  or  ginger  tips  ;  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle  (No.  1, 
Fig.  5)  is  one  with  a  black  streak  down  the  centre, 
and  black  tips,  the  remainder  being  red.  A  white 
furnace  has  a  black  streak  down  the  centre,  the 
remainder  being  white ;  a  blue  fiirnace  has  blue  or 
grey  centre  with  red  or  ginger  edges ;  and  a  blue 
Coch-y-Bondhu  has  blue  centre  and  tips  with  red 
or  ginger  between.  Many  fly-tiers  make  no  dis- 
tinction between  furnace  and  Coch-y-Bondhu 
hackles ;  but  as  the  feathers  are  entirely  different, 
and  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  are  far  more  effective — 
natural  or  dyed — I  think  a  difference  should  be 
made.  A  cuckoo  hackle  (No.  4)  has  black  and 
white  bars,  alternately  and  diagonally  across  it. 
Kneecap  hackles  (No.  3)  are  exactly  the  same  in 
colouring  as  the  Coch-y-Bondhus,  the  difference 
between  the  two  being,  that  the  one  is  black  where 
the  other  is  red. 

Hackles  should  be  glossy  and  evenly  tapered,  and 
the  fibres  should  be  stiff  and  clear  from  stem  to 
points.  Saddle  hackles  are  much  better  for  the 
throats  of  flies  than  those  from  necks,  as  the^'  are 
generally  glossier  and  stifler;  there  is  less  list,  and 
the  centre  rib  is  much  finer,  though  quite  as  strong. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  really  good  hackles,  the 
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reason  being  that  birds  are  killed  long  before  they 
are  old  enough  for  our  purpose.  Feathers  are  not 
of  much  use  from  a  bird  iinder  eighteen  months 
old,  and  only  then  if  it  is  healthy  and  in  full  plum- 
age. They  are  best,  I  think,  when  taken  from  a 
bu'd  between  three  or  four  years  old,  and  a  hackle 
from  a  gamecock  beats  all  others  ;  of  course,  it  is 
an  advantage  to  keep  birds  of  the  right  colour,  so 
that  the  feathers  ca,n  be  taken  at  the  proper 
time. 

I  strongly'  advise  the  amateur,  who  has  the  time 
to  spare,  to  dye  his  hackles.  It  is  not  onlj'  an 
amusement  but  a  great  saving  of  expense,  smce 
dyed  hackles  are  sold  in  the  tackle  shops  at  three- 
pence and  fourpence  a  dozen.  Another  advantage 
is,  that  on  certain  rivers  special  colom-s  for  hackles 
are  used,  which  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  tackle 
shops ;  without  those  colours  the  chances  of  success 
are  poor.  It  is  therefore  advantageous  to  know  the 
local  recipes  for  dyeing. 

In  addition  to  hackles,  feathers  from  the  follow- 
ing birds  are  extensively  used : — Golden  pheasant, 
blue  and  yellow  macaw,  scarlet  macaw,  blue  and 
red  macaw,  toucan,  Indian  'crow,  jungle  cock,  green 
parrot,  chatterer,  bustard,  florican,  guinea-fowl, 
mallard,  teal,  pintail,  widgeon,  summer-duck,  jay, 
scarlet  ibis,  turkey,  swan,  heron,  peacock,  and 
ostrich.  Feathers  from  a  great  many  other  birds 
are  used,  in  fact,  then-  name  is  legion ;  but  with 
those  mentioned  any  of  the  ordinary  standard 
patterns  can  he  tied. 

The  Golden  Pheasant's  head  and  neck  supply  us 
with  golden  toppings  or  crests,  used  for  tails  and 
wings.  Round  the  back  of  the  neck  or  ruff  are 
the  tippet  feathers,  used  whole  in  wings,  or  in 
strands  or  strips  for  wings  and  ,tails,  and  occa- 
sionally as  hackles.  The  red  breast  feathers  are 
used  for  hackles,  or  whole  in  wings ;  the  centre 
tail  feathers  for  wings,  the  remaining  tail  feathers 
are  much  too  soft  and  limp  ;  the  bright  red  spear 
or  saddle  feathers  in  strands  or  whole  in  wings. 
All  these  are  sold  separately.  The  ily-tier  should 
have  an  assortment  of  all  sizes  of  toppings  and 
tippets.  The  deeper  in  colour  they  are  the  better. 
Toppings  should  be  kept  in  boxes,  lying  on  their 
sides,  or  they  will  soon  lose  their  shape.  The 
blue  and  yellow,  scarlet,  and  blue  and  red  macaw 
tail  feathers  are  the  best  for  making  the  "  horns  " 
of  salmon  flies  with.  The  former  {Ara  ararauna) 
is  a  native  of  Guiana.  Its  tail  feathers  are  blue ; 
the  whole  of  the  breast,  flanks,  and  throat  are 
brilliant  yellow :  useful  for  hackles  and  wings. 
The  back  is  covered  with  blue  feathers,  good  as 
hackles.  On  the  wings  are  darker  blue  feathers, 
occasionally  used  whole  for  wings.  The  scarlet 
and  blue  and  red  macaws  are  much  alike  in  general 
colom-ing.  They  are  natives  of  Guiana  and  the 
West  Indies ;  the  tail  of  the  scarlet  is  red,  that  of 
the  "blue  and  red  "  is  dark  red.  The  heads  and 
breasts  of  both  are  red — these  feathers  being  very 
good  as  hackles.  Along  the  back  are  light  blue 
feathers,  those  from  the  blue  and  red  being  lighter 
in  colour  and  called  "  powdered  blue  "  feathers. 
Strands  of  the  larger  feathers  that  grow  over  the 
tail  are  frequently  used  in  wings.  On  the  back  of 
the  scarlet  macaw  are  orange  feathers  ;  these  are 
occasionally  used  whole  in  wings.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  tail  feathers  of  the  blue  and  yellow, 
and  (of)  the  scarlet  macaw,  and  the  powdered  blue- 
from  the  blue  and  red,  none  of  the  above-men- 
tioned feathers  are  actually  necessary ;  skins  of 
these  birds  are  expensive,  but  natm-al  hackles,  on 
the  other  hand,  are,  I  think,  far  superior  to  dyed 
ones. 

The  Toucan  ("  Ehaixiphastos  ariel  ")  is  a  common 
bird  in  the  West  Indies  and  Guiana.  The  orange, 
canary-colom-ed,  and  dark  red  feathers  from  the 
breast,  and  the  dark  red  over  and  under  the  tail, 
are  used  either  as  hackles,  or  whole  in  tails  or 
jointed  bodies — as  the  orange  in  Jock  Scott. 
Skins  can  be  bought  at  the  tackle  shoj^s. 

The  Bed  Breasted  Crow  ("  Pyroderus  grana- 
densis  ")  from  New  Granada,  known  to  fly-makers 
as  the  "  Indian  crow,"  supplies  us  with  brilliant 
scarlet  feathers,  used  whole  in  wings,  tails,  and 
jointed  bodies  ;  these  feathers  are  on  the  throat 
and  breast  of  the  bird  only.  The  remainder  is 
black.  The  feathers  on  the  back  of  the  neck  are 
occasionally  used  whole  in  jointed  bodies.  Skins 
are  sold  in  the  tackle  shops. 

The  Jungle  Cock  ("  Gallus  sonneratii  ")  is  a 
common  bird  in  India.  The  neck  feathers,  which 
are  spotted  black  and  white,  are  used  whole  in 
wings,  tails,  and  jointed  bodies.  The  more  black 
and  white  the  feathers  are  the  better.    Those  with 


sandy-coloui-ed  spots  are  inferior.  Necks  are  sold 
in  the  tackle  shops. 

The  Green  or  Amazon  Parrots,  inhabitants  of 
tlie  banks  of  the  Amazon,  supply  us  with  green 
and  golden  yellow  feathers  (tail)  used  in  wings, 
either  in  strij^s  or  strands.  Another  bird  which 
has  green  feathers  useful  for  hackles  is  the  green 
or  soldier  macaw  {Ara  militaris),  but  they  are  not 
often  used,  because  difficult  to  obtain. 

Chatterer's  feathers,  of  two  species,  are  largely 
used.  The  purple-breasted  chatterer  {Cofinc/a 
caerulea),  a  native  of  British  Guiana,  has  medium 
blue  feathers  on  the  head  and  back,  which  are 
used  as  "  cheeks,"  or  in  tails  and  for  jointed  bodies, 
the  largest  feathers  being  occasionally  used  as 
hackles.  The  light  blue  chatterer  {Cotinga 
Cay  ana),  a  native  of  Cayenne,  has  also  blue  feathers, 
much  lighter  in  shade  ;  thej'  are  used  in  the  same 
places  as  the  darker  feathers.  The  throat  of  this 
bird  is  purple.  Kingfisher's  feathers  are  frequently 
substituted  for  light  blue  chatterer's  ;  but  this  is  a 
mistake,  as  they  lose  their  colour  after  a  short 
immersion  in  water.  Skins  of  both  kinds  of 
chatterers  are  sold  at  the  tackle  shops. 

{To  he  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  EESERVOIE  FLY 
FISHING. 

By  "LiNCASHiRE  Lad." 

[Reservoir  fly  fishing  is  a  subject  on  which  not 
very  much  has  been  written,  and  I  think  these  notes 
by  " Lancashire  Lad"  will  be  useful,  especially  as  he 


trout  of  fair  size,  it  is  little  wonder  that  local 
anglers  seek  consolation  thereat.  No  doubt  the 
increasing  popularity  (if  fly  fishing  in  general, 
together  witii  the  increasing  dearth  of  good  river 
trouting  in  such  localities,  has  stimulated  the 
angling  in  reservoirs. 

The  angler  who  first  contemplates  fly  fishing  in 
such  waters  will  probably  derive  what  information 
he  can  from  the  writings  of  recognised  authorities, 
and  more  especixlly  from  the  comparatively  few 
works  devoted  to  lake  fishing.  He  will,  however, 
probably  find  that  a  comprehensive  practical  book 
on  lake  fishing  lias  yet  to  he  written,  and  at  a  later 
period  he  will  abo  find  that  in  several  respects  our 
artificial  lakes  are  essentially  different  from  natural 
lakes,  and  the  fishing  thereof  must  proceed  on 
somewhat  different  lines.  It  may  be  that  lake 
fishing  in  general  does  not  rank  so  high  in  the 
estimation  of  angler-authors,  as  not  calling  for  the 
maximum  of  skill,  or  that  the  season  for  good  fly 
fishing  on  any  particular  lake  is  comparatively  a 
short  one,  and  precarious  at  that,  but  even  admit- 
ting the  same,  the  literature  of  the  subject  appears 
to  be  undeservedly  scanty 

The  possibility  of  good  sport  -with  the  fly  on  most 
reservoirs  largely  depends  upon  the  amount  and 
method  of  the  stocking  that  is  done,  and  the 
amount  of  fishing  that  goes  on  in  proportion  to 
the  water  area.  In  any  reservoir,  however,  that 
is  at  all  well  fished,  success  can  only  be  ensured  by 
the  most  careful  attention  to  details.  It  too  often 
happens  that  the  lack  of  sport  obtained  is  mainly 
due  to  the  faulty  methods  of  the  angler.  At  the 
same  time  it  must  be  candidly  admitted  that  fly 
fishing  in  reservoirs  considered  in  a  comprehensive 
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A  Reservoir  Valll  i. 


says  he  has  had  fifteen  years'  experience  of  this  kind 
of  fishing.and  hasfished  the  five  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion reservoirs  at  Longdendale,  the  five  Liverpool 
Waterworks  reservoirs  at  Rivington,  the  sixAshton, 
Stalybridge  and  District  reservoirs,  the  three 
Macclesfield  reservoirs  at  Langley,  the  two  Oldham 
Corporation  reservoirs  at  Castleshaw,  and  sundry 
private  reserves. — Ed.  F.  (?.] 

Prefatory. 

Of  late  years  the  attention  of  many  fly  fishers 
has  been  directed  to  the  numerous  artificial  lakes 
or  reservoirs  that  have  from  time  to  time  been 
constructed  in  the  hilly  districts  of  the  country, 
more  chiefly  for  the  supply  of  pure  water  for 
domestic  purposes.  The  hilly  country  through 
which  the  county  boundary  between  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  runs,  and  which  extends  far  a-nay  to 
the  north  and  south  of  those  counties,  abounds  in 
such  waters,  and  these  being  fairly  accessible  to  the 
large  towns,  and  for  the  most   part  containing 


way  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  makeshift  as 
compared  with  good  river  trouting. 

There  appears  to  be  no  finality  in  any  branch  of 
angling  any  more  than  there  is  in  other  arts 
and  sciences,  and  the  writer  therefore  desires  it  to 
be  understood  at  the  outset  that  he  only  proposes 
to  deal  with  what  appears  to  him  the  more  important 
aspects  of  the  subject,  and  not,  of  course,  to  say 
the  last  word  upon  any  of  those  aspects. 


PART  L 

Direction  of  Wind — Position  of  Sun — Season 
OF  Year — Nature  of  Bottom,  etc. 

There  is  a  certain  family  resemblance  in  the  form 
of  most  artificial  lakes,  and  the  accompanjing 
diagram  (Fig.  1)  may  be  taken  as  the  plan  of  a 
t\^ical  example.  A  brook-course  winding  do^Ti 
a  moorland  valley,  with  possibly  lateral  feeders, 
has  been  dammed  across  at  a  suitable  place,  and 
the  impounded  water  will  consequently  be  deepest 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dam,  and  in  general 
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shallowest  at  the  end  furthest  from  the  dam.  The 
precise  form  of  the  intervening  shores  will  depend 
upon  the  contour  of  the  sides  of  the  valley,  but  in 
places  the  shore  will  probably  jut  out  from  the 
general  line,  and  will  tend  to  form  a  series  of  bays ; 
and  the  depth  of  water  close  in  shore  will  vary 
according  as  the  bank  becomes  steep  or  shelving. 
In  considering  which  parts  of  the  reservoir  will 
best  repay  the  trouble  of  fly  fishing,  we  shall  have 
to  note,  first  and  foremost,  the  direction  of  the  wind 
in  relation  to  the  banks  ;  secondly,  the  position 
of  the  sun  if  shining ;  thirdly,  the  season  of  the 
year ;  and  fourthly,  the  nature  of  the  bottom  of 
the  lake  if  it  is  of  varying  kinds  of  material. 
Practically  each  and  every  part  that  is  accessible 
may  on  one  occasion  or  another  be  worth  trying. 
It  must,  however,  be  assumed  that  a  breeze  is 
necessary,  unless  indeed  we  are  fishing  in  the 
twilight  of  a  summer  even'ng.  It  is  perhaps 
noteworthy  that  in  a  tolerably  confined  valley  the 
wind  will  seldom  blow  directly  across  from  one  side 
to  the  other.  Such  a  valley  tends  to  partially 
divert  a  cross  wind  in  the  direction  of  either  up  or 
down  its  length.  Let  us  suppose  that  on  the 
occasion  of  one  of  our  visits,  the  wind  blows  from 
the  east  (which,  by  the  way,  is  not  always  a  bad 
wind,  as  I  hope  to  show  later  on).  The  wind  in 
question  will  create  a  wash  along  the  banks  in  the 
directions  marked  by  arrows,  and  the  greatest 
wash  OP'  commotion  will  occur  along  those 
parts  that  are  marked  with  thick  lines  on  the 
diagram.  Now,  apart  from  the  questions  of  position 
of  sun,  season  of  year,  and  nature  of  bottom,  we 
ought  to  rise  most  fish  along  the  heaviest  wash,  for 


the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of  August  are 'made 
cn  those  rare  occasions  when  the  weather  is  really 
"dirty,"  no  matter  how  rough  and  rainy  it  may  be. 
During  settled  summer  weather  it  is  generally  of 
little  use  fly  fishing  before  sundown,  but  after  that 
time  the  fly  will  often  be  effective  enough.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  season — say,  early  in  April — 
we  shall  scarcely  find  it  profitable  to  fly  fish  along 
the  steeper  banks  where  the  water  is  deep  unless 
the  weather  has  been  exceptionally  mild  for  some 
time  previous.  At  this  season  of  the  year  it  more 
generally  happens  that  natural  flies  are  entirely 
absent  from  the  water,  but  this  does  not  necessarily 
mean  that  it  is  useless  to  fly  fish  certain  portions. 
Along  the  shallower  places  that  receive  the  sun's 
rays  the  water,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  bottom,  has 
perhaps  risen  a  few  degrees  higher  than  the  general 
temperature,  and  the  snails,  larvae,  etc.,  are  begin- 
ning to  move  about  in  these  shallower  and  warmer 
parts  earlier  than  elsewhere  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  absence  of  natural  flies  the  trout  will  be  found 
to  rise  well  and  boldly  to  the  artificial.  Later  on 
in  the  season  the  question  of  deep  water  versus 
shallow  scarcely  affects  the  fly  fisher,  and  the  fish 
will  be  got  both  in  shallow  and  deep  water  acccrdi*ng 
t  o  other  conditions  that  may  prevail. 

The  nature  of  the  bottom  is  not  perhaps  of  the 
first  importance.  If,  however,  it  is  of  varied 
character,  the  trout  appear  *to  prefer  sandy, 
gravelly,  or  rocky  slopes  to  muddy  or  peaty 
bottoms.  Where  the  bottom  is  of  uniform  nature, 
the  fi-:h  having  no  choice  will  change  their  locality 
according  to  the  drift  of  the  wind.  In  the  course 
of  a  calm  evening,  when  practically  the  whole 
surface  of  a  reservoir  is  equally  good  for  trout  to 
feed,  a  good  fish  will  not  remain  rising  at  one  spot, 
but  will  rove  about,  as  the  saying  is,  "  all  over  the 
show";  but  at  dusk  many  such  fish  appear  to 
forsake  the  middle  portions  of  the  water  and  to 
rove  quietly  along,  quite  close  in  to  the  banks. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  JAPANESE  SALMON. 


they  made  a  start  about  1883,  and  now  they  have 
rare  good  trout  fishing,  especially  on  the  Umgeni 
and  on  the  Bushman's  River ;  whilst  in  Cape  Colony, 
after  several  years'  similar  hard  work,  trout  fishing 
is  legal  now.  We  in  the  Transvaal  have  special 
reason  to  be  thankful  to  the  Cipe  Colony  in  the 
matter  of  trout  acclimatisation,  for  very  practical 
sympathy  has  been  shown  by  the  authorities 
connected  with  Jonker's  Hoek.  Indeed,  the  first 
attempt  at  trout  acclimatisation  in  the  Transvaal 
was  associated  with  Jonker's  Hoek,  for  Sir  Percy 
Fitzpatrick,  during  the  war,  imported  privately  a 
number  of  trout  fry  from  that  establishment. 
Owing  to  various  reasons  that  importation  did  not 
succeed,  but  it  had  the  excellent  effect  of  calling 
attention  to  the  possibilities  of  trout  acchmatisation, 
and  it  was  possibly  this  praiseworthy  attempt  on 
Sir  Percy  Fitzpatrick's  part  that  suggested  to 
Mr.  D.  C.  Greig,  of  Johannesburg,  the  idea  of 
making  another  attempt.  Mr.  Greig  met  with  more 
encouraging  results,  and  then  the  Transvaal  Trout 
Acclimatisation  Society  was  formed  (Nov.,  1902). 

Since  then  the  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation 
Society  has  gone  on  with  its  work  uninterruptedly ; 
and  the  amount  and  variety  of  correspondence 
received  in  connection  with  its  operations  testify  to 
the  interest  it  has  aroused.  For  the  information  of 
those  who  are  not  in  touch  with  the  doings  of  this 
society  it  may  be  mentioned  that  trout  hatcheries, 
four  rearing  ponds,  and  a  breeding  pond  have  been 
establ  shed  at  Potche''stroom  alongside  the  Mooi 
River.  When  the  society  was  formed,  the  services 
of  Mr.  Scott,  the  expert  at  Jonker's  Hoek,  Cape 
Colony,  were  kindly  lent  for  two  or  three  weeks  by 
the  Cape  Government  to  the  Transvaal  Trout  Accli- 
matisa'ion  Society,  and  verysound  advice  was  thus 
received  at  the  outset  by  the  society,  who  sub- 
sequently appointed  Mr.  A.  N.  Stenning  as  expert 
manager.  Formerly,  Mr.  Stenning  was  expert  to 
the  Frontier  Acclimatisation  Society  at  the  Pirie 
Forest  Hatcheries,  Kingwi  liamstown.  Mr.  Stenning 
has  been  in  charge  since  the  trout  hatcheries  were 
established  at  Potchefstroom. 

At  Pot  hefstroom.  trout  ova  consignments  have 
been  received  from  the  Solway  Fisheries  (Sco'land), 
from  Jonker's  Hoek,  and  from  New  Zealand.  At 
fist  success  was  not  met  with — practical  operations 
1  esan  abcut  Febrrary,  1903 — but  the  failures  soon 
gave  way  to  successt  s,  and,  f  n  the  whole,  admirable 
results  have  been  achieved.    From  time  to  time 
tiout  ova  have  been  received,  and  these  have  been 
treated  at  the  hatcheries ;  the  alevins  resulting  then 
re  ched  the  fry  stage,  when  ti  eir  pr  grf  ss  has  proved 
very  succe  sf  L    At  first  th'^  bulk  of  i he  trout  were 
rainbows  (Snlmo  irid(us),  and  the  Star  p  -inted  out 
the  wisdom  of  adopting  varie'y,  snd  an  addi  im  of 
(Town  trout  (Salmo  fario)  was  suggested.  Happily, 
the  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisa  i"'n  Society  were 
able  to  get  some  brown  trout  i  va.  about  4500,  frcm 
Jrnker's  Hoek  about  the  miid^e   of  this  year, 
and  last  September  the  New  Zealand  Government 
s=nt,    throuTh    the   Well'ngton  Acclimatisation 
Society,  60.000  brown  trout  ova.    Unf  rtunately, 
the  boat  on  which  this  cva  was  despalched  was 
delayed  en  route,  and  owing  to  this  d'  by  some  of 
the  ova  became  valueless,  but  at  the  time  rf  writing 
asubstanti  1  number  of  alevins  had  hatched  from 
the  good  ova  remaining,  and  it  was  ant  cipated  con- 
fidently th '  t ,  a  s  the  net  result  of  thi  ^  New  Zea  land  con- 
signment, 20, 000  fry  would  be  availalleeventuallyfor 
d'str.  bution.  The  circumstances  of  this  New  Zt  aland 
gift  are  interesting.    Last  ypar  (1903)  the  New 
Zealand  Government  supplied  the  Transvaal  Trout 
Acclimitisation  Society  with  30,000  ova,  but  only 
6000  fry  resulted.    It  was  thought  that  this  some- 
what disproportionate  result  was  due  to  some  of 
the  ova  having  been  sent  frcm  New  Zealand  in 
possibly  too  advanced  a  condition  at  the  time  of 
packing,  and  representations  were  made  on  the 
Subject  to  the  New  Zealand  Government  by  the 
Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation  Society  accord- 
ingly.   The  result  was   that  the   New  Zealand 
Government  allowed  a  50  per  cent,  rebate  on  the 
charge  for  the  ova  sent  last  year,  and,  not  only 
this,  but  they  also  intimated  that  the  Wellington 
Acclimatisation  Society  would  send  out    20  000 
brown  trout  ova.    This  kindly  action  was  appre- 
ciated highly,  naturally,  in  the  Transvaal,  and  still 
more  of  an  agreeable  surprise  was  it  when  60,000 
ova  arrived.    It  is  true  that  a  number  of  these  ova 
had  gone  bad,  but  that  was  attributed  to  the 
delayed  voyage,  and,  in  any  case,  as  such  a  sub- 
stantial number  as  20,000  fry  are   expected  to 
result,  the  Transvaal  may  be  regarded  as  very 
lucky  to  have  such  warm-hearted  friends  across 


two  reasons,  namely,  because  in  the  first  place,  the 
flies  as  they  hatch  out  or  are  blown  on  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  drift  to  those  parts,  where 
many  of  them  are  drowned  in  the  wash,  which  then 
carries  them  along  in  a  helpless  and  more  or  less 
crowded  state.  Under  the  conditions  we  are  now 
examining,  the  wa  h  from  two  directions  converges 
lo  the  corner  of  the  banks  marked  A,  and  here  we 
may  expect  to  find  the  choppiest  water  of  all,  with 
the  maximum  of  drowned  insects  and  feeding  fish. 
The  second  reason  for  fishing  the  heaviest  wash  is 
that  in  this  rougher  water  one's  presence  and  that 
of  the  tackle  are  of  course  less  easily  noted  by  the 
keen-eyed  trout.  It  is  never  too  rough  for  the 
trout  to  feed ;  but  in  the  case  of  a  strong  wind 
blowing  the  waves  directly  at  right  angles  on  to  a 
bank,  the  angler  may  be  unable  to  fish  it  well.  A 
short  line  and  vigorous  casting  should  be  tried  in 
such  a  situation,  and  if  the  angler  can  manage  to 
kpep  his  flies  on  the  water  at  all  'he  will  find  the 
fish  taking  well.  The  wind  may,  of  court  e,  blow 
from  any  other  quarter  than  that  above-named; 
but  the  guiding  principle  remains  unaltered — 
namely,  to  fish  the  wash  in  preference  to  the  calmer 
water.  Should  a  good  volume  of  water  be  entering 
thereservoir  atany  of  its  feeders,  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  running  water  should  be  well  fished. 

If  the  sun  is  obscurrd  we  can  ignore  its  position, 
but  if  not  we  must  endeavour  to  avoid  having  our 
shadows  cast  in  the  same  direction  as  our  flies. 
In  the  early  season  a  certain  amount  of  bright  sun 
is  scarcely  detrimental  to  sport,  but  as  the  summer 
months  follow  on,  and  the  daylight  and  waters 
both  become  brighter,  then  cloud  as  well  as  wind 
are  essential  to  sport,  and  the  best  baskets  from 


Last  September  there  appeared  in  the  Fi^d 
an  amusing  account  of  Japanese  hospitality 
to  the  foreign  angler.  It  was  described  how 
a  fisherman  persevered  in  fishing  the  Shina- 
nogawa  river  for  salmon  with  no  success,  to 
the  no  small  chagrin  of  his  hosts,  who  were 
determined  to  give  their  guest  some  sport.  Accord- 
ingly, a  salmon  was  led  captive  to  a  submerged 
snag  and  there  tethered,  in  order  that  a  diver  might 
take  advantage  of  the  angler's  getting  caught  up  in 
the  snag  to  dive  in  like  Cleopatra's  slave  and  fasten 
the  salmon  to  the  minnow.  But  the  strength  of 
the  angler's  tackle  spoilt  the  scheme,  for  he  very 
nearly  pulled  the  snag  out  amid  breathless  excite- 
ment, and  would  not  allow  the  diver  to  go  in.  A 
very  similar  story  is  to  be  found  in  La  Peche  Moderne 
for  Jan.  1.  But  there  is  an  important  difference, 
in  that  the  diver,  in  the  French  story,  did  get  mto 
the  water  and  did  attach  the  salmon  to  the  angler's 
line.  Piscator  proudly  played  and  landed  it,  and 
only  discovered  some  time  afterwards  that  success 
was  not  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  efforts.  If 
this  be  not  an  improved  version  of  the  original  tale, 
it  suggests  that  the  kind  efforts  of  our  Japanese 
allies  have  at  last  been  crowned  with  well-deserved 
success,  and  also  that  fishing  in  the  Shinanogawa 
must  be  both  interesting  and  instructive. — H.  T.  S., 
in  the  Field. 


THE   ANGLEE  IN  THE 
TEANSVAAL. 


At  Christmastide  the  world  over  the  spirit  of 
holidays  is  abroad.  Trips  on  to  the  veld  are 
popular  with  residents  on  the  Rand,  and  no  doubt 
where  there  is  suitable  water  fishing  will  form  part 
of  the  programme. 

As  far  as  the  Transvaal  is  concerned,  an  increasing 
interest  is  being  taken  in  matters  piscatorial.  This 
is  not  surprising,  seeing  the  progress  that  is  being 
made  in  trout  accUmitisation.  This  it  is  that  is 
sharpening  the  angler's  appetite  for  sport. 

Of  course,  trout  acclimatisation  in  South  Africa 
was  not  begun  in  the  Transvaal  first.    In  Natal 
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the  sea.  The  successful  distributions  of  trout  fry 
in  the  Transvaal  so  far  have  been : — 


Date. 
1903. 
Sept.  20 


Where  Distributed. 


No.  Dis- 
tributed. 


Mr.  R.  R.  Hollins'  farm,  Turffon- 
tein,  in  a  branch  of  the  Mooi 

River   

Sept.  20.    Mr.  Percy  Dyer's  farm  on  the 

Mooi  River  

Oct.  24.    Mooi  River,  Potchefstroom  dis- 
trict   

Oct.  27.    Mooi  River,  Potchefstroom  dis- 
trict   

Six  Miles  Spruit,  Irene  Estate  ... 
Booysen's  Dam  (per  Mr.  Hume) 
Florida  Lake  


Nov.  11. 
Dec.  15. 
Dec.  17. 

1904. 
Jan.  29. 


1500 
1500 
5000 

2500 
500 
150 

1000 


Klip    River,    Witkop  (on 
Deveniih's  farm)   


Mr. 


1000 

In  August  last  angling  legislation  was  passed 
in  the  Transvaal  Legislative  Council,  and  the 
'  ordinance  is  known  as  No.  46  of  1904— ''Ordinance 
for  the  Protection  of  Fish  in  the  Transvaal."  By 
it  is  established  a  close  season  for  all  fish,  namely, 
between  May  1  and  Sept.  30  inclusive.  The  use  of 
explosives  and  chemicals  is  prohibited.  Netting  of 
native  fish  is  regulated.  For  instance,  no  netting 
is  allowed  in  the  close  season,  and,  in  the  open 
season,  for  the  netting  of  native  fish  a  hcence  (£3) 
is  necessary.  No  Hcence  is  issued  for  any  net  the 
mesh  of  which  is  le  s  than  three  inches,  measured 
from  knot  to  knot,  and  every  application  for  a 
licence  has  to  state  the  size  of  the  net  and  of  its 
mcoh,  and  the  manner  and  locality  in  which  it  is 
proposed  to  be  used.  Trout  fishing,  or  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  trout,  before  Sept.  1,  1906,  in  any 
of  the  rivers  or  streams  in  this  cofony,  is  illegal ; 
and  in  the  case  of  trout  or  other  acclimatised 
fish  in  the  Transvaal,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
is  empowered  by  the  ordinance  to  prohibit  the 
fishing  for,  capture,  or  de  traction  of  any  i-uch  fish 
for  .such  period  as  cons-dered  proper.  Further,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  may  from  time  to  time,  by 
proclamation,  alter  the  period  of  the  close  season 
for  any  fish.  Penalties  are  laid  down  for  offences 
against  the  ordinance.  By  this  legislation  a  step 
is  taken  in  a  progressive  direction,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  has  to  be  of  a  somewhat  severe 
type  in  some  details  simply  because  the  trout  are 
in  the  process  of  acclimatisation,  and  they  must  be 
protected.  As  indicated,  the  power  is  given  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  prohibit  trout  fishing  for 
any  (further)  period  if  considered  necessary,  and 
also  the  close  season  for  any  fish  may  be  altered. 
Thus  whilst  the  legislation  is  intended  to  act  in  a 
manner  protective  to  the  fish,  yet  it  is  so  worded 
as  not  to  be  inelastic  if  the  need  to  make  alterations 
should  arise. 

As  to  fishing  itself  in  the  Transvaal,  of  course 
trout  fishing  yet  awhile  is  out  of  the  question,  but 
there  is  no  lack  of  native  fish,  and  the  yellow-fish 
(genus  Barbus)  in  particular  affords  good  sport. 
The  yelljw-fish  may  be  caught  by  ordinary  bait, 
such  as  worm,  minnow,  crab,  paste,  grasshopper, 
and  they  will  also  take  the  fly.  The  angler  says 
he  finds  the  best  fly  is  "about  the  size  of  a  sea- 
trout  fly  with  a  good  deal  of  red  about  it,  or  else 
dark  wings  with  plenty  of  peacock  harl  about  the 
body."  For  the  table,  a  yeUow-fish,  weighing  21b. 
or  so,  if  properly  prepared,  is  an  acceptable  addition 
to  the  usual  fare. — Cape  Argus  Christmas  Annual. 


CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


VIIL— A  LONG-CAPPED  FLOAT. 


[Continued  from  page  23.) 
Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  3,  Chapelfield-road,  Ardwick, 
Manchester,  sends  a  perfectly  level-topped,  red- 
tipped,  long-capped  float  as  per  sketch.  This  class 
of  float  is  useful  for  various  sorts  of  fishing  in  any 
sort  of  water,  either  running  or  land-locked.  In 
light  fishing  some  anglers  never  use  any  other. 
A  fine-plaited,  undressed  silk  line  is  the  best  to  use, 
and  it  should  be  made  to  fioat.  The  number  of 
shots  must  of  course  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
float  u.sed,  which  are  generally  made  from  2in.  to 
7in.  in  length.  Again,  some  anglers  fix  a  single 
shot  immediately  above  the  first  knot  on  the  gut 
rom  the  hook  ;  a  running  ledger  of  fine  lerd  v/  .re 


can  rest  on  this  shot  when  required,  and  there  is 
little  or  no  resistance  when  a  fish  takes  the  bait ; 
coil  the  wire  evenly  round  a  rather  fine  knitting 
needle,  and  cut  it  to  the  length  required  to  suit  the 
size  of  the  float.  Mr.  Mitchell  makes  these  floats 
from  2in.  to  7in.  in  length,  and  similar  ones  to  that 
sketched  are  2d.  each,  or  seven  for  Is.  They  are 
well  and  neatly  made,  and  with  ordinary  care  will 
last  a  considerable  period.  A  well-known  local 
angler  says :  "  When  river  fishing  I  always  aUow 
my  bait  to  swim  down,  and  invariably  use  a  single 
gentle  on  the  small  hook,  passing  the  fine  point 
just  through  the  thick  or  tail  end  ;  they  live  much 
longer,  and  are  more  attractive.  The  distance  the 
lowest  shot  should  be  from  the  hook  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  swim  ;  if  weedy  I  fish  2ft.  off. 
but  never  less  than  9in.    I  always  use  a  very 


.Total  length  of  float  and  cap  when  fitted,  4 Jin. 

Trimmed  feather  fitted  to  hollow  quill  open  at 
both  ends.  A,  float;  B,  long  cap,  dark  green; 
D,  line  in  position. 

Body  of  float  fitted  to  smaller  quill  with  natural 
end  bottom. 

Body  of  float  unfitted. 

Long  cap.    C,  bindings,  both  black. 


whippy  rod,  gossamer  tackle,  and  rarely  lose  a 
fish."  Mr.  Mitchell  paints  the  long  cap  a  dark 
green  because  he  thinks  it  is  most  difiScult  for  the 
fish  to  see. 

The  chief  advantage  of  thi.^  float  is  its  lightness, 
and  the  long  protecting  cap  does  not  break  off  like 
the  old-fashioned  small  ones.  Another  recom- 
mendation is,  if  one  suddenly  comes  to  a  deeper 
part  of  the  river,  one  can  instantly  change  the  plug 
to  a  larger  one,  and  change  back  to  a  smaller  plug 
when  wishing  to  fish  in  shallow  water.  If  a  self- 
cocking  float  is  required,  one  can  change  to  a  plug 
that  has  a  leaded  quill-tip.  It  is  a  good  plan  to 
carry  three  or  four  different  sizes  in  a  box 
to  prevent  them  getting  bruised,  and  when  one 
gets  used  to  these  fioats  either  for  fishing  near  in, 
fine  and  far  off,  and  especially  for  light  fishing  in 
still  water,  one  will  seldom  trouble  to  use  any  other. 

A. 

{To  he  eontinued-\ 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

rhames.— General  Remarks. — Tliere  has  been 
practically  no  fishing  of  any  cons=*quence  on  the 
river  during  the  week.  Several  angbrs  were  out  on 
-Monday,  but  the  sport  was  thoroughly  disheartening. 
Roach  were  quite  off  the  feed,  and  probably  were 
as  frozen  as  the  ang'ers.  Apparently,  too,  it  has 
been  much  too  chilly  for  pike,  anc3  chub  fishing  is 
really  best  to  try  now,  but  as  the  river  is  terribly 
clear,  the  utmost  quietude  will  be  necessary.  Until 
there  is  some  impi  ovement  in  the  temperature,  not 
only  of  the  air,  but  of  the  water,  very  little  sport  is 
likely  to  be  had.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  'Henley).— Little  sport  has  again  been 
the  result  of  another  week's  fishing ;  the  rough  winds 
and  very  changeable  weather  seem  to  have"put  the 
fish  quite  off  the  feed.  Mr.  Lee,  fishing  with  G. 
Vaughan,  has  taken  several  nice  chub  up  to  4lb.,  and 
a  few  small  jack  have  been  caught  by  local  anglers 
up  to  31b.  4oz.  Looking  back  it  seems  as  if  this 
winter  fishing  season  will  prove  to  be  a  very  poor 
one. — Stanley  Mead. 

Dart    (Totnes    and    District)  The  recent 

storms  have  increased  the  volume  of  water  and  at 
present  it  is  rather  big.  There  has  been  a  lot 
of  snow  on  the  mnor,  and  with  the  present  heavy 
waters  should  bring  up  the  late  spawning  fish.  The 
Dait  Board  of  Conservators  will  proceed  to  elect 
three  representative  members,  for  the  Dart  Angling 
Association  at  their  meeting  on  Ja-i.  23.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  fiiction  caused  over  the  late  angling  prose- 
cutions will  not  be  evident  again,  but  that  a  good 
feeling  will  be  exhibited,  and  that  the  conservators 
will  select  their  representatives  without  any  incrimi- 
nation.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Good  reports  continue  to 
come  in  with  regard  to  the  past  season,  and  the 
latest  to  hand  is  that  of  the  Taw  and  Tor.idge 
conservators.  The  year  commenced  with  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £142  Is.  lOd.  ;  the  total  receipts  weie 
£578  1^8.  6d.,  and  expenditure  £352  14s.  lOd.,  which 
left  a  substantial  balance  in  hand  of  £225  17s.  8d. 
The  receipts  for  licences  were  £416  Os.  3d.  This 
is  very  satisfactory  from  a  financial  point  of  view, 
and  the  conservators'  action  in  voting  £75  for 
restocking  the  river  migh  well  be  emulated. 
Although  this  is  not  a  large  amount  to  spend  in 
this  way,  its  result  is  sure  to  be  beneficial  to  anglers, 
who,  in  the  coming  season,  will  doubtless  take 
advantage  of  the  waters  in  large  numbers.  — 
Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeteri.- Some  few  fish  have 
been  caught  in  the  main  river  near  Mr.  Wadland's 
farm,  one  large  eel  and  a  very  fine  perch  being  caught 
by  an  angler,  worm  fishing,  in  half  an  hour.  Roach 
have  also  been  taken  at  St.  David's,  Exwick,  and 
near  Cowley,  of  good  size,  with  creed  wheat  and 
sweetened  paste  for  baits,  but  the  heavy  gales  and 
high  winds  have  been  a  1  against  well  fiUed  creels, 
and  these  same  ramarks  also  apply  to  our  Exeter 
canal.  At  Exmouth  and  in  the  district,  the  heavy 
seas  and  high  winds  have  reduced  the  sea  fishing 
catches,  some  pollack  and  sneet  being  the  only 
records,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  school  bas?,  the 
fiist  cf  which,  weighing  |lb.,  was  caught  by  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn. — Red  Palmer. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  rather 
cloudy  just  now  alter  the  snow,  but  is  rapidly 
clearing.  There  has  been  some  good  takes  of  pike, 
also  some  good  catches  of  roach.  A  pike  of  141b. 
was  taken,  also  another  of  101b.,  besides  several 
ethers  from  51b.  t..  61b.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be 
obtained  fj-om  Rolph,  Ram,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

Lngg  and  Ario.  (IieoxiunBtei,.- Both  sti earns 
aie  running  c'ear  and  a  nice  level,  but  have  snow 
water  in  them  since  the  fall  of  snow  on  Jan.  16, 
which  covered  the  ground  six  to  seven  inches  deep  ; 
it  is  melting,  and  theie  will  be  little  prospect  of 
fishing  in  either  stream  until  the  snow  water  has 
run  off.  Since  the  storm  the  weather  is  more 
seasonable.    The  Pinsley  is  clear.— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh).  —  Exceptionally  severe 
weather  this  week  has  resulted  in  our  river  being 
completely  icebound,  'putting  angling  generally 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  although  a  few  sturdy 
anglers  have  broken  the  ice  and  fished  from  their 
punts.  Some  fine  roach  have  been  caught  near 
Peterborough  Bridge,  Mr.  H.  Wallis  securing  twenty, 
several  of  them  more  than  lib.  in  weight. —  E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  in  thoroughly 
good  trim.  Several  big  pike  have  bten  prowling 
about  here  during  the  week.  The  ice  which  had 
formed  along  the  bank  has  gone  oii  now,  and  the 
water  has  improved  considerably  in  colour,  and  the 
wind  having  abated,  anglers  will  now  be  able  to  get 
out  again. — Scakd. 
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Now  is  the  Time  to  send  your  Rods  to  be  Overhauled, 

Repaired,  and  Varnished. 

Workshops:  15,   BASNETT  STREET. 

A   LARGE   STOCK   OF  SEASONED   GREENHEART,   ASH,  LANCEWOOD,  SUITABLE 

FOR  NEW  TOPS,  MIDDLE  JOINTS,  AND  BUTTS. 

Po]?cela.i]:i  Hin^s  fitted  to  F^odLs  ±£  x*equii?e<l. 


E  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool. 


Crystal  Palace. 


Tremendous  List  of  Attractions  for  the 

HOLIDAYS! 

Mr.  HuMPHBEY  E.  Beammall  presents 
a  Gorgeous  Pantomime, 

"THE  BABES  IN  THE  WOOD," 

at  4  and  7.45. 
The  Babes— Miss  Wee  Mona  and 

Master  Ceewys 
(Two  children  of  marvellous  talent). 
Miss  Connie  Leon.  The  Kimberlby  Boys. 
Miss  Kathleen  Gbey.    Will  Poldski. 
Miss  MiGNON  Tbemainb  Mr.  T  Walfobd. 
Supported  by  a  Powerful  Company  of 
Artiste^!. 

Numbered  Seats,  3s.  6d.  and  2s.  6d. ;  Unnumbered, 
Is. ;  Gallery,  6d. 

GRAND  CIRCUS 

Twice  Daily,  at  2  and  6.30. 
Artistes  from  East  and  West,  including 

The  Most  Wonderful  JAPANESE  TROUPE 
ever  brought  to  this  Country 

(Engaged  at  enormous  cost  direct  from 
Tokio). 

A  GREAT  TROUPE  OF  RUSSIANS 

(Direct  from  St.  Petersburg). 
Beautiful  Horses.  Lady  d  Gentlemen  Riders. 
THE   POWELL  FAMILY. 
BOXING  HORSES. 
PING  PONG,  the  Funniest  of  Clowns. 

THE  ZENITH  OF  CYCLE  SENSATIONS, 

An  Australian  Novelty. 

Numbered  Seats.  2s.  6d. ;  Unnumbered  Chairs  on 
Orchefitra,  Is.,  Upper  Part,  6d. 
Children  Half-price  to  Preserved  Seats  only. 


The  Crystal  Maze.    The  Mysterious  Cave. 

Venus  Aphrodite. 
And  numerous  other  Novel  Entertainments. 


<3- JE3  3ir  rxr  X.     s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  fur  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL  44.  Market  Place,  Kergliley, 
York. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd. 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 


Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 
E.   W.  LITTLE, 

16,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Marylebone  Road,  W. 


From  the  Great  Norih  Sea  Fishing  Port 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWESTOFT^ 

A.  HORREX,  Fish  Merchant, 
177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Pish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  2s.  6d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  hall 
dry  required. 

%*  The  Editor  of  the  "Pishing  Gazette"  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Horrex's  Fish  viill  he  (lis- 
appoint&J. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denhain,  near  U.xbridge  (G.  W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel.  Harefield 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fi»h  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year. — For  particulars,  apply  to  the  SECRETARY, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sn.  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  Bart. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Heailquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GiTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  ESQ.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  the 
Broad  Street  Restaurant,  B.C.  (entrance,  Worm 
wood  Street)  Among  other  privileges,  members 
have  the  e.xclusive  right  of  angling  in  tht 
Society's  extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close 
to  Wraysbury  Station,  S  W.R.  Particulars  of 
Hon.  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOnj)  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  capital  Fishery  on  the  Kennet,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedoii 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Relereuce  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. - 
For  informatior.,  apply  to  the  Seorktart. 
Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


FLY  WATER. 

WANTED  in  a  northern  county,  orWales, 

A  STRETCH  OF  WATER 
with  a  Good  Record.     A  Small  Un- 
furnished  House  might   be  included. 
Offers  to  Ct.  P.  W.,  65,  Adelaide  Road, 
Kensington,  Liverpool. 


GUDGEON    &  DACE 


WAJSTED   FOR  BAITS. 

State  prices  to  Raine,  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Carlisle. 


\1/-0RMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
V>  SERVED  BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared Brandlings  and  Cockspur  Worms 
for  Grayling,  Roach,  and  Perch,  and 
clean,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  1/3,  2/6, 
and  5/-  per  box,  carriage  paid.  ISright 
and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats,  and  Minnows,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free. — J.  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Angler's 
Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


YOUR  OLD  ROD 

Or  anything  else  that  you  have  done  with 
may  be  easily  sold  for  fair  value  through 
the  medium  of 

THE  BAZAAR  EXCHANGE  AND  MART 

Newspaper ;  or  you  can  as  easily  obtain 
anything  you  want  on  very  reasonable 
terms  through  the  same  medium.  Estab- 
lished 37  years.  Get  a  copy  and  see  for 
yourself.  Price  2d.,  at  all  Bookstalls 
and  Newsagents',  or  specimen  copy  sent 
post  free  for  three  Id.  stamps.  Bazaae 
BniLDiNGS.  Drury  Lane,  London.  W.G. 


THK  3IODERN  AXGLER. 
A  Practical  Handbook  on  all  kinds  of  Angling, 
both  Fresh  Water  and  Sea.     By  "OTTER." 
Well  Illustrated.   New  Edition.  In  cloth  gilt, 
price  2/6,  by  post  2/9. 

PRACTICAL  BOAT  BUILDING  FOR 
AMATEURS. 
Containing  Full  Instructions  for  Designing  and 
Building  Punts,  Skiffs,  Canoes,  Sailing  Boats, 
&c.  Fully  Illustrated  with  Working  Diagrams. 
By  Adrian  Neison,  C.E.  In  cloth  gilt,  price 
2/6,  by  post  2/9. 

CRIES  AND  CALL  NOTES  OF  WILD 
BIRDS. 

Described  at  length.  By  C.  A.  WiTCHELL. 
Price  1/-,  by  post  1/2. 
BHIDGE  WHIST: 
Its  Wliys  and  Wherefores.  The  Game  taught 
by  Reason  instead  of  by  Rule.  By  C.  .1.  Mel- 
ruse.  With  Illusti'ative  Hands  printed  in 
Colours.  In  cloth  gilt,  price  3/6,  by  post 
3/10  ;  in  half  leather,  gilt  top,  5/6,  by  post 
5/10. 

BREAKING  AND  TRAINING  DOGS  : 

Being  Concise  Directions  for  their  Education, 
both  for  the  Field  and  as  Companions.  By 
"Pathfinder.'  ilany  new  Illustrations.  In 
cloth  gilt,  price  6/6,  by  post  6/10. 

London :  L.  UPCOTT  GILL,  Bazaar  Buildings, 
Drury  Lane,  London,  W.C. 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 
TROUT  for  Rivers  and  Streams. 

TROUT  for  Lakes  and  Reservoirs. 

TROUT  for  Stocking  Ponds. 

Owners  of  water  sent  full  particulars  on 
application  to  Manager. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Levens,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds. 

RAINBOWS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES. 
For  price  lists  and  particulars  apply : 
Thbo.  P.  Tbacy,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton, 
Devon. 


SALMON  FISHINGS  ON  RIVER  SPEY 

About  three  miles  TO  LET  from  11th 
February  to  end  of  July,  1905.  Rent  £150, 
including  fisherman's  wages ;  or,  with 
commodious  Furnished  House,  £225. 
About  seven  miles  of  nets  now  removed 
from  river. — -Napiee  Landale,  Factor, 
Aberlour. 


TO  PIKE  FISHERMEN. 

H.   JOHNSON'S    Nottingham  -  made 
Pike  Tackle. 

Send  1/6  for  three  Sample  Tackle,  and  see  quality. 
One  Nottingham  Saddle  Tackle,  Lead,  Swivel, 
and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Snap  Tackle,  Lead, 
Swivel,  and  Trace  ;  one  Nottingham  Spinning 
Tackle,  with  Slip  Lip  Hook,  Lead,  Swivel,  and 
Trace  complete.  50  yards  of  Plaited  Pike  Line, 
will  lift  16  lbs.,  1/6  ;  50  vards  extra  strong,  will 
lift  22  lbs.,  1/9.— 156,  Waterway  Street,  Notting- 
ham 


DIPF-OMA  AWARDED 
FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 
V,  -    .  ■  ^\  1583. 


BOOTS 


v»i  ^  ITS 

As  SUPPLIED  TO  H-M'  Army  IN  South  AfricaeMome  & 

C0L0NIAL6oVERNMENTS.OrST0RES,BoOTMAKERSSc 

3D  TO  l/fc  orn  n«v  SAMPLE  PER  POST. 
•  TO  1/6  PER  BOX  25.  BEAK  ST  LONDON. 


Januaey  21,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


49 


Ouse  (Huntingrdon).— Water  now  a  very  fair 
colour.  The  weather,  however,  is  so  very  change- 
able, and  cold  winds  prevail  to  such  an  extent,  that 
but  very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  this  week, 
and  thf?e  have  met  with  but  indifferent  sport.— 
C.  A.  Bbyant. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy  • 
nech). — Very  wild  and  unsettled  weather  prevailed 
here  to  the  close  of  last  week,  and  some  heavy 
rain  amongst  the  Welsh  hills  rendered  the  water  in 
these  rivers  somewhat  out  of  condition,  and  anglers 
had  a  very  rough  time  of  it;  very  little  sport 
was  obtained,  and  this  chiefly  amongst  the  pike  in 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  Monday  last  was  one  of 
the  coldest  of  the  many  cold  days  this  winter.  A 
very  piercing  easterly  wind  prevailed  throughout 
the  day,  and  during  the  night  several  inches  of 
snow  fell,  and  the  ground  in  most  places  is  still 
covered  with  it.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  wind 
has  quite  abated,  and  with  every  appearance  of  a 

sharp    frost    to-night,   Wednesday  (Jan.  18).  

Vyrnwy. 

Stowr  (Bures,  Sufifblk).— No  anglers  of  any 
account  have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  the 
weather  having  been  very  bad.  What  with  easterly 
winds  Miwing  a  gale,  frost,  smw,  hail,  and  rain, 
th,^  weather  has  been  anything  but  promising.  The 
river  is  clear  but  covered  with  ice,  and  without  a 
sudden  change  in  the  weither  fishing  will  be  im- 
possible on  Jan.  22. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal,— 
A  rough  week  has  been  experienced.  Easterly 
winds,  gales,  and  blizzards.  A  few  enthusiasts  have 
visited  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills,  meeting  with 
scant  success.  The  only  take  worth  recording  was 
a  chub  of  15oz.  by  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove.  Have  nothing 
to  record  from  the  lower  Ouse  or  Adur.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  is  very  low,  and  the  repairing  of  the 
banks  and  drains  is  in  progress.  This  would  be  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  clearing  the  weeds,  but  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  council  will  take  any  measures  to 

further  the  interests  of   anglers  and  visitors.  

George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  findlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  since 
Jan.  14  has  heen  very  changeable,  a  strong  ea^t 
wind  was  blowing  accorppanied  by  frosts  up  to 
Jan.  16,  when  a  perfect  sblizzard  passed  over  the 
district;  snow  fell  and  showers  of  small  ice,  and 
the  ground  was  covered  on  Jan.  17  to  a  depth 
of  six  inches.  A  thaw  has  now  set  in,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  snow  water  in  the  river,  and  there 
is  little  prospeict  of  any  sport  being  had  rmtil 
the  snow  clears  out.  Before  Jan.  16  a  few  roach, 
dace  and  chub  had  been  landed  with  maggot,  but 
generally  speaking  little  fishing  done  in  this  part  of 
late.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  fair  order,  but  will  be  in  fiood  when  the  snow 
melts. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  weather 
has  been  very  rough  this  week.  On  Monday  evening 
snow  fell  heavily,  and  the  fields  are  covered  several 
inches  deep.  The  water  has  been  running  in  fair 
fishing  order,  but  the  cold  east  winds  have  been 
against  anglers  going  out,  and  little  fishing  has  been 
done  in  this  part  of  late.  A  thaw  set  in  on  Wednes- 
day, and  the  water  will  rise  before  the  end  of  the 
week. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley.  —  On  Jan.  15"  and  16  it  was 
blowing  a  gale  from  the  south-east,  and  the  fish 
were  not  on  the  feed.  On  Tuesday  the  weather 
changed,  and  we  have  had  beautiful  sunshine.  The 
water  is  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Hartley  on 
Jan.  17  got  a  good  catch  of  rudd  and  landed  five 
pike  as  well.  The  weather  is  so  fine  here  that  it 
seems  almost  incredible  thera  should  be  such  severe 
weather  within  a  few  miles  of  here.  We  have  no 
snow  or  frosts,  and  the  thermometer  is  now  at  50  in 
the  shade.  Mr.  Davison  landed  one  pike  on  Wed- 
nesday scaling  81b. — ^Wm.  Vickery. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Oerwent,  Onae 
«to  CTorbg). — Since  last  report  very  cold  weather 
has  prevailed,  which  has  kept  anglers'away  from  the 
river  side,  the  north-east  and  east  winds  being 
something  cruel  in  character,  but  it  culminated 
on  Monday  night  with  a  fall  of  snow,  and  on  Tues- 
day all  the  hills  and  moorlands  throughout  Wharfe- 
dale,  Yoredaie,  Swaledale,  and  Nidderdale  were 
covered  to  a  dppth  of  two  or  three  inches.  In  the 
Yoredalo  valley  we,  up  to  now,  have  not  experienced 
anything  like  the  blizzard  reported  in  many 
localities ;  but  there  is  no  knowing  what  we  may 
get,  for  the  barometer  is  very  low,  ami  the  mercury 
has  no  inclination  to  rise  at  all.  Very  few  auflers 
out  on  the  upper  reaches.  Sport  rather  quiet  at 
Hawes,  Redmire,  and  Wens' ey.  The  pools  of  the 
Yore  are  frozen,  and  angling  is  almost  at  a  stand- 
still. The  grayling  fisherman  can  follow  his 
favourite  sport,  for  the  streams  are  open.  On 
Tuesday,  Jan.  17,  the  grayling  appeared  to  feed 
fairly  well.  One  or  two  ardent  anglers  wei-e  out  on 
the  Yore  at  Cover  Bridge  and  Kilgram.  Mr.  H. 
Galey  had  nice  sport,  securing  fifteen  nice  fish.  In 


the  lower  reaches  sport  has  been  rather  quiet  at 
Masham  and  Ripon.  The  deep  pools  are  frozen 
over.  Before  the  snow  came  nice  sport  was  met 
with  amongst  the  chub,  one  ancjler  seeuring  two 
weiiihing  close  upon  91b.  The  Wharfe  has 
been  poorly  patronised  in  the  upper  reaches 
at  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall.  At  Ilkley,  a 
few  rods  have  been  out,  sport  being  somewhat 
quiet.  Very  few  ang'ers  out  at  Pool,  We^-ton,  Hare- 
wood,  and  Collingham  Bridge.  Beyond  this  district 
a  few  rods  have  been  out  at  Tadcastar  and  Ulle- 
skelf,  sport  being  at  a  standstill,  and  anglers 
have  been  glad  to  return  from  the  intense  cold 
weather.  Very  few;  rods  out  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Swale.  One  or  two  ardent  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  sport  has  been  slow  owing  to 
the  intense  cold  weather.  In  the  lower  reaches 
the  pools  of  the  Swale  are  frozen  over.  The 
weather  has  not  been  favourable.  Very  few 
anglers  have  beea  out  on  the  Derwent,  Rye,  and 
Costa.  Prospects  are  not  very  encouraging  at 
present.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Jan.   16,  the 

opening  day  on  Loch  Tav,  the  weather  was  so 
stormy  the  boats  were  unable  to  fish.  Mr.  Servic3 
Glasgow,  went  out  for  a  short  time  and  hooked  a 
salTion,  but  l  ist  it  owing  to  the  very  stormy 
weather.  On  Jan.  17  the  weather  was  a  little  more 
moderate,  and  Mr.  McKay,  Glasgow,  landed  a  fresh 
run  fish  17;b.  The  prospects  for  Loch  Tay  are  very 
good,  the  fish  having  had  a  splendid  chance  of 
getting  up. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingrall  Hotel).— On  FortingaH  Hotel 
wat.»r  on  Jan.  16  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had 
two  salmon  of  151b.  and  161b.,  and  on  Jan  17 
three  of  221b.,  161b.,  15lb.,  and  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  jun.' 
Twickenham,  had  two  of  151b.,  181b.  On  Jan.  18 
Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  .London,  two  of  191b.,  16:b., 
and  Mr.  Geen,  jun.,  one  of  20|lb.  Not  for  many 
years  has  such  a  large  number  of  salmon  been 
seen  on  the  opening  day.  Mr.  Geen's  two  fish 
of  151b.  and  161b.  were  caught  in  the  Elm  Tree 
Pool  in  Glen,  which  shows  fish  are  running  free'y, 
as  they  are  not  usually  taken  from  this  pool  till 
March. — R.  Stewart. 

Nortb  of  Scotland. — Dee.— The  storm  of  last 
week  did  not  abate  till  Tuesday  morning.  It  has 
been  one  of  the  most  disastrous  since  1879 — not 
only  on  sea,  but  on  land  as  well.  The  rivers  have 
been  alternately  flo  'ded  and  again  dried  up  by  the 
hill  frosts,  while  the  run  of  early  spring  salmon 
has  gone  off  for  the  nonce.  To-day  (Wednesday ) 
has  been  quite  a  beau-ideal  mid-winter  day,  and 
the  weather  conditions  even  tend  again  to  the 
genial  side.  There  is  a  pronounced  run  of  fish  into 
the  Dee,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good  opening  well 
assured.  Fish  will  be  found  well  into  the  midd  e 
and  upper  reaches  three  weeks  hence,  when  the 
season  opens.  Arrangements  are  being  actively 
pushed  forward  for  the  opening.  Don.  —  The 
numbers  of  dead  fish  thrown  up  by  the  recent  spate 
reveal  the  terrible  havnc  which  has  been  played  on 
the  late  spawners.  Some  twenty-eight  carcases 
were  counted  in  a  short  distance  on  the  tidal  waters 
between  the  old  and  new  bridges  on  Saturday  last, 
and  this  is  only  a  mere  fragment  of  the  total,  which 
can  never  be  known.  Othersvise  the  conditions  are 
fairly  favourable  for  the  present  spring.  The  Ythan 
and  Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb  25,  and  there  will  be 
little  interest  in  these  waters  till  nearer  that  date. 
A  serious  poaching  fracas  occurred  on  Jan.  15 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ythan  at  Fyvie,  when  a 
constable  and  two  bailiffs  were  assaulted  by  two 
labourers,  who  were  tried  at  Aberdeen  on  Monday 
and  sentenced  to  forty  days'  imprisonment  each, 
without  the  option  of  a  fine.  Such  conduct  is 
fortunately  very  rare  in  the  north. — G.  M. 

Tay. — Salmon  rod  fishing  on  the  River  Tay  and 
its  tributaries,  the  Tummel  and  Garry,  opened  on 
Monday  last  under  very  unfavourable  conditions. 
The  weather  was  dry,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  a  bitter  south-east  wind,  which  at  times  was 
blowing  a  perfect  hurricane,  few  anglers  were 
on  the  water.  The  river  was,  however,  in  fine 
ply.  As  the  winter  has  been  comparatively 
mild,  and  Ithe  river  running  more  or  less  full,  fish 
have  got  well  forward.  Notwithstanding  the  very 
unfavourable  weather  conditions,  fair  sport  was  got 
on  some  of  the  beats,  the  best  record  being  again 
made  by  Mr.  Alex.  Heyd^  with  six  salmon  of 


Trout  Flies,— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  lie  given  in  overhaulin<^ 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
tlie  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
tlies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers  — 
J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers' Depot,  19  N"ew 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds  " 


22.11b.,  211b.,  181b.,  151b.,  151b..  and  o.J'b.  on  Stanley 
water.  Last  season  Mr.  Heyder  landed  eight  fish 
of  1241b.  On  Jan.  7,  Mr.  Hovder  also  su^'cssful  y 
landed  another  four  fish  of  22'b..  19  b.,  191).,  and 
161b.  Colonel  Braun,  fishine:  Burnmouth  water  on 
Jan.  17.  had  onesaimm  of  181b.  Mr.  R.  L.  S'iOtt 
fishmg  Di'viae  water  on  .Tan.  16,  killed  three  a  ilmorl 
of  181b.,  16  b.,  and  lOlb.  On  the  upper  reaches 
Miss  A.  K.  Wi's  fishing  .Mr.  Park's  water  at 
Dalguiise,  landed  two  salmon  of  23.11b.  and  201b. 
Mr.  Johnson,  fishing  Edradynate  water  on 
Jan.  16,  landed  one  salmon  of  181b.,  while 
the  keeper  on  Dalguise  had  two  of  27lb. 
and  161b.,  and  on  Jan.  17  ■  Major  H. 
J.  Peaiith,  one  of  151b.  Fishing  Grandtully  water 
on  .Ian.  17,  Mr.  Geo.  Scott  landed  one  fish  of  Kilb. ; 
on  the  river  Lyon,  from  Fortinga  1  Hotel,  on  Jan.  16^ 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  killed  two  salmon  of  1611).  and 
151b.,  and  on  Jan.  17,  threa  fish  of  22!b.,  16lb  and 
151b.,  while  Mr.  Ph  lip  Geen,  jun.,  hal  two  fish  of 
18  b.  and  15'b.  Not  for  many  years  have  such  a 
number  of  clean  ran  salmon  been  seen  in  this  river 
— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch    Fishery  (Galway)  We  have 

just  experienced  a  very  sitisfactory  spawning 
seison,  a  good  number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout 
being  on  the  redds.  Floods  coming  very  suitable, 
the  fish  got  a  good  chance. — Jock  Scott. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— The  pr  spects  for  the 
analing,  which  commences  her-;  on  Feb.  1,  are  very 
good  at  time  of  writing.  Salmon  are  coming  up  in 
good  numbers,  and  a  most  successful  spawning 
season  h^s  come  to  a  clise.  Little  or  no  poaching 
was  done  during  the  spawning  season.  Everything 
considered,  things  1  )ok  we  1  for  the  opening  of  the 
ang'ing  season,  now  within  m^asurab'e  distance. 
The  takes  of  salmon  in  the  weir  in  the  river  con- 
tinue satisfactory. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.— The  nets.iien  are  getting 
a  few  small  codling,  whiting,  and  dabs.  The 
weather  has  been  very  severe  and  boisterous  for 
angling,  and  has  caused  very  high  tides,  so  that  the 
water  has  overflowed  the  binks  and  submerged 
hundreds  of  acres  of  land  which  has  given  work  to 
all  available  men  here  repairing  the  breaches  in  the 
sea  walls. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  icy  nip  which  prevailed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  week  deterred  most 
of  our  visiting  anglers  from  testing  sport  upon  the 
pier,  but  on  Jan.  14  Messrs.  Tress,  Burt  >n,  Bushmill, 
Turner,  Larkman,  and  Band  fished  for  severai 
hours  through  a  biting  south-east  gale  with  very 
mdifferent  results.  Two  rods  only  were  in  evidence 
on  the  following  day,  but  the  respective  owners 
retired  at  the  end  of  lulf  an  hour  with  nothi'ig  to 
their  credit.  Mr.  Turner  was  in  .sole  possession  of 
the  pier  on  Monday,  and  in  the  course  of  two  and  a 
half  hours  he  did  not  experience  a  bite.  Improved 
conditions  of  weather  on  Tuesday  brought  out  a 
goodly  aiTay  of  anglers,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Tress,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  C.  Edgar 
Mr.  Dunstone,  Mr.  Wood,  Master  Branscombe,  and 
Master  M.  S.  Ray.  The  fish  bit  fair  y  well  all  day, 
and  some  decent  bags  of  codling,  poutins,  whiting' 
and  dabs  were  made  by  most  of  those  present.  All 
the  whiting  were  of  small  size,  but  the  general  run 
of  the  other  varieties  was  satisfactory.  Equally 
good  was  the  sport  on  Jan.  18,  though  codling 
were  more  scarce  than  on  the  preceding  day.  The 
water  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  weather 

seems  more  settled  than  it  has  been  of  late  J 

Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flytnonth. — The  ga'es  during  the  week  have  to  a 
certain  extent  checked  the  fishing,  but  in  the 
sheltered  spots  a  few  have  been  out,  and  the  sport 
has  been  fairly  good.  In  the  Catte water  some  very 
fine  mullet  are  being  taken,  which  average  about 
21b.  in  weight.  Some  of  the  rods  have  had 'as  manv 
as  three  dozen  of  these  fish,  not  a  bad  catch  for  an 
afternoon's  work.  The  large  smelt  that  I  spoke  of 
last  week  are  still  feeding  well,  and  several  fishermen 
follow  this  sport  alone  as  long  as  they  remain 
sporting.  Some  of  the  fishing  boats  who  were 
caught  in  the  Channel  were  very  glad  when  they 
arrived  in  harbour.  They  said  that  the  seas  were 
so  big  and  the  wind  so  strong  that  they  never 
thought  they  should  get  in.— William  Hearder. 

Weymouth— The  weatlier  for  a  long  time  past 
has  been  very  unfavourable  for  angling,  so  that  I 
have  had  nothing  very  much  to  record.  There  have^ 
been  a  good  few  pollack  round  by  the  breakwaters, 
but  no  great  catcheshave  been  made,  the  conditions 
being  ail  against  big  baskets.  Mr.  Worsfold,  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  who  has  been  staying  in  the  town,  had 
some  good  sport  last  week  end,  taking  between 
forty  and  fifty  pollack,  etc.,  largest  fish  3.Ub.  Bass 
fishing  has  been  "off"  owing  to  the  thickness  of 
the  water. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 
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"  You  may  lay  a  bait  for  a  question.''' — Bacon. 


Several  correspondents  having  written  asking 
how  to  prepare  pith  and  brains  for  winter  chub 
fishing,  the  fol'Dwing  extract  from  p.  51  of  that 
capital  work  by  the  "Trent  Otter,"  entitled, 
"  Float-Fishing  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham 
Style,"  may  be  of  use. 

«  •  *  *  *  , 

"And  now  we  will  look  for  a  few  minutes  at  a 
bait  that  ii  used  during  the  winter,  and  is,  in  mv 
idea,  the  wintar  bait  par  excellence  for  chab :  T 
allude  to  pith  and  brains.  The  pith  is  th?  spinal 
cord  of  a  bullock;  your  butcher  will  draw  you  a 
piece  out  when  you  want  to  use  it.  The  brains  are 
used  for  ground-bait,  and  they  must  be  washed 
perfectly  clean  and  well  scalded,  or  e'se  boiled  for  a 
few  minutes  in  a  bag.  They  can  then  be  cut  up 
very  small  with  a  knife  and  thrown  in.  Don't, 
however,  be  extravagant  in  this  matter;  a  very 
few  pii^ces  are  quita  sufficient.  The  pith  itself  when 
you  first  see  it  looks  a  very  dirty  and  disagreeable 
affair;  the  pieces  are  about  as  thick  as  y  >ur  fore- 
finger, and  I  have  had  them  a  foot  long.  The  skin 
must  be  slit  from  end  to  end  with  a  pair  of  fine- 
pointed  scissors,  carefully  pulled  off,  and  thrown 
away,  being  useless. 

*  *  *  *  * 

"The  pith  must  then  be  washed  two  or  three 
times  in  clean  water  till  it  is  perfectly  clear  from 
blood  and  all  other  impurities,  and  as  white  as 
card.  Some  anglers  recommend  that  it  should  be 
scalded,  boiled,  etc. ;  but  I  say  don't  be  deluded 
into  doing  anything  of  the  sort,  for  I  have  tried  it, 
and  boiling  ever  so  little  makes  it  very  soft,  and  it 
won't  stop  on  the  hook  at  all.  I  say  do  nothing 
more  to  it  than  I  have  recommended  above.  After 
it  is  washed  and  clean  it  is  ready  for  use,  and  for 
this  bait  a  No.  4  hook  is  the  best.  Cut  off  a  piece 
of  pith  about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut  and  put  the 
hook  through  and  through  it  several  times  till  you 
have  worked  the  pith  up  the  shank  ;  it  will  then 
stop  on  the  hook  very  well.  When  you  have  a  bite 
with  this  bait  pliy  your  fish  very  carefully,  for  I 
have  found  that  two  out  of  three  of  the  fish  so 
caught  have  only  been  hooked  by  the  skin  at  the 
side  of  tha  mouth.  This  is  a  clinking  bait  to  use  in 
the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  snow  lies  deep 
on  the  ground,  and  when  the  thermometer  indicates 
a  few  degrees  below  freezing  point.  Indeed,  I 
think  it  is  useless  to  try  it  unless  there  is  a  little 
frost." 


"  Spinning  Minnow,"  the  writer  of  that  very 
interesting  angling  column  in  the  Bath  Herald,  sends 
an  account  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bath 
Ang'eis'  Association  held  recently.  I  also  cull  from 
his  column  something  after  the  style  of  "  The 
Mick"  : 

*  «  :^  • 

-"Whack  and  Whiok  were  at  the  seaside,  and 
being  honest  ang'ers  spent  most  of  their  time  sea 
fishing.  One  day  Whack  caught  and  safely  landed 
a  large  conger-eel,  and  was  conveying  it  in  triumph 
ashore,  when  Whiok  said,  'What  well-known  Han- 
delian  melody  do  you  strongly  remind  one  of  ? ' 
'Cannot  say,'  shortly  replied  the  other.  'Why, 
"See  the  Congering  Hero  Comes  !  "  '  responded  the 
first,  as  he  successfully  dodged  a  deadly  pebble." 
*  »  *  »  » 

"Under  the  head  of  'Never  too  Old  to  Fish,'  Sir 
Henry  Seton-Karr  says: — 'Hunting  and  shooting 
men  tire  in  time  of  their  favourite  relaxation,  or, 
perchance,  get  too  busy  or  too  old  for  the  game. 
But  no  true  difciple  of  Izaak  Walton  is  ever  too 
old  or  too  busy,  while  sufficient  health  remains,  to 
go  a-fishing  if  opportunity,  ever  so  brief,  shall 
serve.'  This  is  true  to  the  letter.  Angling  is  one  of 
those  delightful  sports  that  cau-e  the  fish jr  to  laujh 
at  Anno  Domini  and  spiteful  old  Father  Time.  If 
hardly  so  keen  at  it  as  he  was  forty  years  syne,  the 
honest  angler  can  still  enjoy  an  hour  or  two  among 
the  roach,  or  a  day's  pike  fishing,  as  much  as  ever, 
and  talk  about  his  red-letter  days  with  a?  much 
gusto  as  of  yore." 


"  You  can't  catch  fish  while  the  sun  is  shining." 
The  weather  at  Pulburough  on  Sunday  last  was 
absolutely  bitter,  and  ang  ers  on  ti  e  Arun  banks 
knew  it.  One  poor  enthu-iiast,  frost-bitten,  blue- 
eared,  red-no>ei  and  shivering,  sat  stolidly  regardmg 
liis  float.  Mr.  Victor  Wrigglesworth  happened  to 
stroll  along  with—"  Halloa  !  Wl  at  luck  ?  "  "  Not 
a  touch  !  "  was  the  rcp'y.  Then  "Vic"  shone. 
"If  1  were  you,"  he  said,  "I  should  wait  t.ll  the 
cool  of  the  evening.  That's  the  time  they  bite." 
And  the  man  said  . 


Less  than  a  year  ago  another  Thames- side 
aiding  association  came  into  existance  at  Wey 
bridge.  The  leport  of  the  fi-st  year's  working 
appears  on  another  page,  and  I  can  quit^  endor-ie 
the  following  extract  from  it,  as  I  am  well  acqu  iin- 
ted  with  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  interested 
in  the  society's  we  fare  : — "In  closing  this  report 
it  can  justly  be  stited  that  the  opening  season  of 
the  W.A  A.  has  been  a  most  encou' airing  one, 
promising  well  for  the  future,  and  that  undoubted  y 
the  membership  will  incre  tse,  and  it  is  by  such 
increase  the  as-iociation  will  undoubted  y  prosper." 
I  may  add  that  a  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes 
will  take  place  at  the  Old  Crown,  Weybridee,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  6,  at  6.30  p.m.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  Holme  Sumner,  C.C.,  and  the  vice- 
chair  by  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley. 


I  ANNOUNCED  last  week  that  "  Ben  "  Abrahams' 
Fourth  Annual  Thames  Competition  wou  d  take 
place  at  Richmond  on  Feb.  14  —  that  wa?  nit 
correct.  Feb.  14  will  be  St.  Valentine's  Day, 
and  a'though  anglers  sometimes  figure  in  the 
now  fa.st  disappearing  penny  plain  and  two- 
pence coljured  enormities,  they  do  not  intend 
to  journey  en  masse  to  Richmond  on  that  day. 
The  correct  date  is  Sunday,  February  Nineteen. 
Tickets  now  ready,  one  shilling  each.  A  large 
number  of  prizes  have  been  rectived  or  promised; 
stewards  have  been  elected  to  register  the  fish ;  and 
all  seems  to  point  to  the  event  being  as  successful 
as  in  former  years. 


"My"  Notion  of  a  Good  Old-Fashioned 
Winter. 

The  poets  rave  about  the  driven  snow — 

"  Nature's   fair   winding   sheet "  they   love  to 
dub  it; 

In  sober  pros?^  'tis  odious,  you  know. 
And  I'm  inclined  to  snub  it ! 

It  drives  sans  merci  in  your  face  and  eyes. 
Powders  you  well — in  every  corner  poking; 

You  toil  knee-deep  beneath  the  cheerless  skies. 
Until  your  socks  are  soaking. 

The  bards  romance  about  the  "sparkling  rime" — 
The  icicles  of  this  enchanting  season ; 

They  laud  the  frost  in  poesy  sublime — 
That's  rime,  but  hardly  reason  ! 

For  if  the  sober  truth  must  be  confessed. 

It   numbs  your  toes,  and   makes  your  joints 
rheumatic ; 

Of  hoar  fiosts,  icicles,  and  all  the  rest, 
Mine  is  a  hate  emphatic  ! 

We  read  about  the  "shining  sheets  of  ice" — 
"The  ring  of  steel"  (our  poets  overdo  it!); 

It  sounds  all  right,  but  isn't  quite  as  nice, 
If  haply  you  fall  through  it/ 

The  ideal  picture  we  have  but  to  strip 

Of  all  the  glamour  they  have  thrown  around  it — 

Behold  a  monster  with  an  iron  grip  ! 
(Snowing  again! — confound  it!) 

A  grim  old  wretch  who  loves  to  make  us  smart. 
With  him,  in  verse,  I  have  a  lance  to  splintar ; 

And  don't  I  hate,  detest  with  all  my  heart. 
Your  good  "old-fashioned  winter"! 

The  maid  may  love  it :  when  it  brings  her  "  chaps  " 
It  brings  me  chilblains  and  a  torpid  liver ; 

For  four  fed  months  I  swathe  myself  in  wraps — 
One  long,  protracted  shiver  ! 

— F.  B.  Doveton. 


Will  any  reader  kindly  say  the  length  of  the 
largest  gudgeon  that  has  come  under  his  notice  ? 
My  largest  gudgeon  was  taken  from  the  Hampshira 
Avon,  wliich  is  famous  for  big  'uns.  I  cannot  quite 
remember  the  weight  and  length. 


A  correspondent  recently  said  he  would  "like 
to  know  which  was  the  largest  perch  of  which  there 
was  any  authentic  record.  Izaak  Walton,  in  his 
'  Compleat  Angler,'  speaks  of  a  perch  as  having 
been  caught  by  an  angler  25  inches  long."  Very 
well.  But  how  careful  we  ought  to  be  in  order  to 
prevent  being  misconstrued.  Another  coi respondent 
thinks  25  inches  is  a  record  in  the  size  of  fisher- 
men !  So  it  is ;  two  feet  one  head.  No  rods  or 
poles  or  "  hands  "  to  fish  with. 


Fish  (locally  called  "rainbow  trout")  in 
Kentucky  Creek  are  stiil  plentiful,  says  the  Uralla 
Times,  but  the  capture  of  a  decent-sized  specimen 
is  of  rare  occurrence.  Prussian  carp  are  fairly 
numerous  in  the  deep  holes,  but  are  very  cunning, 
and  consequently  difficult  to  catch. 


On  Wednesday  next  at  tlie  B.S.A.S.,  4,  Fetter- 
lane,  E.C.,  Mr.  Chailes  Hussey  will  read  a  pap<  r, 
entitled,  "  With  Creel  and  Camera,"  illustrated  with 
original  lantern  slides. 


Bis  DAT  QUI  ciTO  DAT.  In  the  issue  of  Dec.  3, 
1904,  p.  410,  col.  1,  mention  was  made  of  a  proposed 
presentation  to  one  of  the  best  known  and  mo-t 
respected  of  Loudon  ang  ers — Mr.  Charles  Wat  ing. 
I  hear  from  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Georg?  Merry,  that 
Treasurer  Filch  is  not  at  present  overhurdened  with 
the  names  of  those  who  have  rec  ived  the  said 
circulir.  Don't  give  twic;  but  as  216  s  )ci  ties 
were  notified  on  Nov.  26,  it  is  hopad  that  now  we 
have  fairly  recovered  from  Chnstmas  and  New 
Year  festivities,  a  little  time  may  be  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  that  gf  od  a'l-round  angler  and  worker 
in  the  cause  of  charity  and  benevolence — "  Chailie  " 
Watling. 


"  Listen  ! "  he  said,  on  his  arrival  from  a 
Canadian  vacation.  "  I  saw  the  monster  trout 
under  a  root.  He  took  the  fly,  and  then  my  rod 
went  like  lightning."  "  Were  you  using  a  lightning 
rod  ?  "  she  inquired  meekly. 


The  "Dawson's"  were  at  home  last  Saturday  to 
th-i  "St.  Michael's"  Footha'l  Club,  wh  m  they 
defeated  by  two  goals  to  nil,  thus  m  unt  lining  their 
unbroken  record.  Both  goals  were  scor  d  in  thf> 
first  half,  and  allhough  "St.  Mich  e  'a"  tried  hard 
to  score  after  crossing  over,  the  home  defente 
proved  too  strong  for  them.  Unf-i  tunately,  the 
"Dawson's"  le.''t  half-back  twisted  his  knee  early  in 
the  game  and  had  to  retire. 


"Biddy,"  Mick  began  timidly,  "did  ye  iver 
thmk  av  marryin' ? "  "Shure,  now,  th'  subject 
niver  intered  me  thoughts,"  demuraly  rep'ied 
Biddy.  "  It's  sorry  Oi  am,"  said  Mick,  turning 
away.  "Wan  minute,  Mick,"  called  Biddy,  softly, 
"ye've  set  me  a-thinkin'." 


Historical  Notes  by  "Dragnet's"  Hopeful. 
When  Harold  was  wounied  in  the  (Beachy) 
Hesd  at  the  Battle  of  Hiistings,  lie  got  in  a 
Pet(worth),  pulled  a  Rye  face,  and  went  to  that 
(East)bourne  and  (New)haven  of  peace  from  whence 
no  traveller  returns. 


From  the  Promontory. 

I  watched  for  daybreak  ...  To  the  templed  height 
The  wind-borne  murmur  of  the  .ICgean  sea 
Surged  in  fu  I  anthem.    The  sub'imity 
Of  the  profound  unfathomable  Night 

Waned,  as  the  regal  planets  took  their  flight 
On  fading  wings.    Full  soft'y,  floating  by, 
Low  vapors  lifted  and  revealed  the  sky 
Pallid  with  dreams  of  the  auroral  light. 

A  tremulous  opalescence  lit  the  gloom 

Wherein  the  dim  and  f  ld=d  flower  of  day, 
Like  some  sweet  rose  reluctant  still  to  bloom, 

Paled  at  the  thought  of  opening.    Darkness  ceased, 
And  spectral  rilts  of  faint  refulgent  gray 
Lilied  the  airy  meadows  of  the  East. 

— Lloyd  Mifflin. 


Just  as  we  go  to  press  a  telegram  from  Mr.  G.  W. 
Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  announces  : 
"  Ice  bearing.    Splendid  week-end  prospects  !  " 


At  many  angling  societies  the  proceedings  open 
with  the  "minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  being 
read  and  confirmed."  Tiien  the  business  "arising 
out  of  the  minutes"  (if  any — and  there  genet  ally 
is)  having  been  discussed,  the  chairman  blandly 
a-ks  :  "  Have  you  been  out  ?  "  I  do  know  of  one 
club  in  which  a  box  is  passed  along  tha  table  so 
that  those  wlio  say,  "No,  sir,"  may  drop  in  a  coin, 
generally  totalling  a  few  pounds  annual  y  for  re- 
stocking purp  ses.  The  terrible  weather  we  have 
recently  experienced — cold,  dull,  suns'iine  (not 
much),  blizzard,  tornado,  slret,  snow,  fog,  rain,  ice, 
etc. — would,  had  I  been  present  at  imy  meeting 
this  Wrtek,  have  elicited  the  answer,  "  Not  -iny  further 
from  the  fireside  than  I  could  possibly  help,  s.r  !  " 

***** 
But  weather  or  no,  I  hear  that,  not'  ing  daunted, 
the  clubs  have  been  very  wall  attend  d.  On  Tues- 
day, at  the  Gresham,  Mr.  Zerfa  s  del  ghted  his 
audience  by  his  c'ever  manipul  ,tion  of  tha  gramo- 
phone. AttheCity  of  London  Pisoat  )rials,Col.  Hague, 
a  Fish  Commissioner  of  the  Unitad  S'ates,  di^^cou  sed 
voluhjy  on  American  Fish  Culture.  On  Wedn  sday 
ev  ning,  at  the  B.S.A.S.  (Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  in 
the  chair)  Mr.  Bat 'S  give  a  very  int 'resting  lecture 
on  "Nets  used  in  Sea  Fishing,"  illustrated  with 
many  models  of  his  own  manulajture,  asal-oalarga 
case  of  modes  piepared  and  lent  by  that  well- 
known  exfe  t  on  sea  fis'iing  materials  Mr.  Hoarder, 
of  I  lyniouth.  I  am  t  )ld  that  although  Mr.  Bates 
gave  an  exhaustive  ist  of  nets  in  use  and  out  of  use, 
there  was  not  the  slightest  reference  to  a 

Dragnet. 
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Pfoyiiieial  flfigUflg  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningt 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  peculiar  weather  of  late  that 
has  done  much  to  prevent  our  people  going  out. 
We  have  had  heavy  rains,  fog,  cold,  dreary  weather  ; 
on  Monday  last  we  had  one  of  the  coldest  days 
for  years,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  fall  of  snow 
all  over  the  Midlands,  in  some  places  about  four 
inches  deep,  and  from  the  present  outlook  we 
look  like  having  a  spell  of  bad  wintry  weather, 
which  will  do  much  to  keep  our  members 
from  the  waterside.  It  will  be  some  time  before 
the  snow  will  get  out  of  the  water.  ■  Previous 
to  the  bad  weather  coming  some  of  our  people  done 
fairly  well  with  the  pike,  but  now  things  will  be  at 
a  standstill.  In  my  notes  some  little  time  ago  I 
mentioned  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Benevolent 
Society  if  they  would  visit  the  large  clubs  and  give 
lectures  on  Sunday  evenings  during  the  dull  season. 
Notice  has  been  taken  of  my  suggestion,  and  I 
am  more  than  pleased  to  say  that  our  worthy 
president,  Mr.  Thomas  Coles,  is  going  to  do  the 
rounds  of  the  clubs  that  have  large  rooms,  and  give 
lectures  on  analiiig  and  other  matters  of  interest 
that  will  be  listened  to  and  be  appreciated.  Collec- 
tions will  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society ;  in  the  end,  no  doubt,  it  will  be  found 
that  from  a  monetary  point  of  view  the  proceeds 
will  exceed  that  which  has  been  made  by  taking 
the  large  halls  in  the  city.  I  hear  that  the 
Spring  Hill  Society  is  doing  well,  and  that 
the  Camden  and  other  ciubs  in  Winson  Green 
district  are  going  strong,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  clubs  in  the  Highgate  district.  The 
Midland  and  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Clubs,  which 
ere  the  premier  clubs  in  the  Midlands,  are  in  want 
of  a  few  new  members  ;  the  waters  rented  by  these 
clubs  are  of  the  very  best,  and  those  who  have  the 
means  cannot  do  better  than  join  at  once.  As  these 
notes  leave  m©  a  thaw  has  set  in. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
quite  upset  the  prospects  of  angling,  which  for 
several  days  previously  had  been  prosecuted  with 
much  vigour.  Prior  to  Saturday  (Jan.  14)  both 
roach  and  pike  fishing  had  yielded  wonderfully 
good  results.  All  along  the  Witham  the  red  fins 
had  given  excellent  sport  to  the  worm,  and  in  the 
Chapel  Hill  district  particularly  some  splendid 
fish  were  creeled.  Amongst  these  were  fish  weighing 
lib.  6oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  lib.  3oz.,  while  individual 
bags  scaled  upwards  of  201b.  An  occasional  perch, 
too,  was  met  with,  and  one  rod  accounted  for  three 
brace  of  beautifully  proportioned  fish — the  largest 
turning  the  beam  at  lib.  9oz.  The  waters  have  been 
in  capital  condition  for  pike  fishing.  The  writer 
and  a  friend  visited  the  Forty-foot  on  Jan.  11, 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  southerly  gale,  and 
obtained  some  fine  sport  with  the  trolling  rod.  The 
pike  could  not  have  been  in  a  better  feeding 
humour,  for  they  accepted  the  artificial  bait  (a 
"  Wagtail  "  spinner)  with  avidity.  Although  only 
a  couple  of  hours  were  devoted  to  fishing,  the  two 
rods  between  them  killed  six  brace;  and  returned 
three  undei sized  fish  to  the  water.  The  heaviest 
weighed  just  over  61b.  Pike  fishing  has  not  been 
over  brisk  in  the  Witham ;  nevertheless,  a  north- 
country  angler  killed  a  14-pouDder  on  the  famous 
Ash-Holt  swim  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chapel 
Hill  last  week.  One  of  6Ib.  also  fell  to  the  same 
rod.  Both  fish  accepted  a  "  Crocodile  "  bait.  On 
Tuesday  snow  was  lying  deeply  on  the  ground,  and 
the  minor  waters  were  irozen  over,  so  that  there 
was  little  doing  amongst  piscators. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE.' 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  January  12  and  was  well 
attended.  The  secretary  read  a  voluminous  report 
which  was  accepted  as  read.  It  would  appear  that  in  the 
past  year  they  were  numerically  stronger  than  ever. 
It  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Jenkins 
to  see  the  association  which  he  so  heartily  worked 
for  prospering  and  a  regret  to  many  that  his  profes- 
sional duties  keep  him  so  quiet  in  angling  matters. 
The  Liverpool  City  Association  have  just  held  their 
aimual  dinner  and  rejoiced  over  a  very  successful 
year.  The  Nelson  Society  announce  that  their 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season  will  be  a  record 
one.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bootle  Association 
was  highly  satisfactory.  The  prizes  awarded  for 
specimen  fish  were  for  catches  above  the  average. 
The  Norwood  Temperance  Angling  Society  have 
resolved  that  "  Sunday  fishing  will  not  be  allowed 
under  any  circumstances."  They  are  remarkably 
strong  in  numbers  and  finances. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Once  again  the  awful  weather  has  effectually 
stopped  all  angling,  and  even  the  desire  to  go  is 
all  but  a  thing  unknown.  On  Jan.  17  the  King- 
fishers had  their  annual  dinner,  and,  as  usual,  it 
was  a  most  enjoyable  event.  The  slight  demand  for 
baits  and  tackle  in  evidence  last  week  has  disap- 
peared, for  reports  have  reached  this  city  of  many 
waters  being  ice  -  bound,  and  the  general  fear 
that  every  water  was  in  the  same  condition  is 
entirely  responsible  for  the  pravailing  apathy.  The 
delegate  meeting  of  the  CP. A. A.  held  on  Jan.  12 
was  well  attended  and  a  lot  of  business  was  disposed 
of.  It  is  understood  that  stocking  operations  are 
going  on,  but  the  officials  responsible  are  not 
inclined  to  publish  their  doings.  If  intentions 
stand  for  much  our  city  rods  intend  having 
a  busy  match  fishing  season  in  1905. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  have  been  frozen  out  since  Monday, 
and  may  have  gone  in  for  skating.  The  Trent  has 
naturally  run  down  to  a  very  low  level,  and  most  of 
the  still  parts  hold  quantities  of  pack  ice.  Monday's 
blizzard  will  not  readily  be  forgotten.  I  have  been 
out  in  many  keen  cutting  winds,  especially  in  chub 
fishing,  but  Monday's  beat  the  record — "bogey,"  in 
fact.  On  J  anuary  12,  sundry  pike  were  caught  on  the 
Shardlow  and  Cavendish  waters  by  members  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  and  a  few  were  brought  up 
from  Rolleston,  Hazleford,  and  Hoveiingham.  One 
from  the  last-named  place  weighed,  I  hear,  over 
8|lb.  Roach  anglers  took  roach  at  Clifton,  Wilford, 
and  Radcliffe  Bend,  and  above  Cavendish  Bridge 
Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  myself  creeled  a  variety  of 
these  fish  and  chub.  There  was,  however,  not 
much  "  class  "  about  the  latter  —  usually  they 
run  a  big  size.  The  whole  of  the  catches  were 
effected  with  the  worm  used  in  tight-floating 
style  in  the  eddies  strutting  out  from  the  banks. 
With  a  break  in  the  weather,  and  before  the  snow- 
broth  percolates  into  the  river,  chubbing  ought  to 
be  splendid  with  either  greaves  or  pith  and  brains, 
the  latter  for  choice.  Further  salmon  suffering 
from  fungus  disease  are  reported  to  have  been 
discovered  in  the  Farndon  district  near  the  osier- 
bed  facing  Stoke  Park. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  bad  for  anglers  this  week, 
just  two  fine  days,  with  a  bitter  east  wind  blowing. 
Since  we  have  had  sharp  frosts  and  deep  snow, 
which  have  been  slowly  melting  in  the  bright  sun- 
shine of  to-day  (J an.  18),  but  it  has  been  freezing  very 
sharply  since  sunset.  A  few  anglers  were  out  pike- 
fishing  and  chubbing,  and  some  good  specimens  of 
each  were  taken  in  the  Avon  and  Severn  .-  and  I 
heard  of  two  sportsmen  taking  a  few  brace  of 
grayling  in  theJTeme  on  Jan.  12,  but  the  majority 
of  anglers  have  put  their  rods  up  until  the  trout 
season  commences. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  such  a  dearth  of  sport  that  there  is  very 
little  to  write  about.  It  is  a  long  time  since  fishing 
was  so  quiet  as  it  has  been  for  a  month  past, 
thanks  in  a  large  measure  to  the  variable  character 
of  the  weather.  The  recent  frosts  were  likely  to 
prove  beneficial,  when  the  heavy  snowfall  of 
Monday  night  blighted  prospects.  Grayling  are 
peculiarly  susceptible  of  sudden  transitions  of 
weather,  and  it  is  hardly  surprising  to  hear  gloomy 
prognostications  of  what  a  review  of  the  season  is 
likely  to  disclose.  Not  grayling  only,  but  other  fish 
in  season  remain  "dead  off."  Roach  fishing  is 
materially  affected  by  the  inrush  of  snow  water  to 
the  streams.  A  meeting  of  delegates  convened  by 
the  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
will  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  present  month  to 
consider  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  proposal  of 
a  general  trout  rod  licence  of  one  shilling,  which 
would  cover  angling  for  both  trout  and  coarse  fish. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  fishery  board  will  be 
held  early  in  February,  and  meanwhile  an  en- 
deavour IS  being  made  by  the  amalgamation  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  members  of  respective 
clubs  who  would  be  willing  to  take  out  the  licence. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

As  the  opening  of  the  angling  season  approaches, 
the  prospects  are  improving  on  all  the  earlier 
waters.  Spring  salmon  have  been  arriving  in 
generally  good  numbers  from  the  sea,  though  the 
weather  has  not  been  very  favourable.  At  the  last 
Killorglin  (co.  Kerry)  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  James 
Hensey,  local  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  summoned 
Timothy  Mangan,  of  Glenquittane,  and  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,  of  Gortlovhera — the  former  for  having 
part  of  a  foul  salmon  in  his  possession  on  Dec.  23, 
and  the  latter  for  having  in  his  possession  part 
of  two  foul  salmon  on  the  same  date.  Mr.  Joseph 
Mangan  appeared  for  complainant,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Huggard  defended.  Complainant,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Mangan,  said  he  was  in  the  neigh- 


bourhood of  those  men's  houses  on  the  Cotteners 
river  on  December  29,  at  a  place  called  The 
Inches.  He  observed  a  number  of  salmon  scours 
opened  for  a  considerable  time,  but  not  closed,  nor 
any  eggs  deposited.  This  showed  that  the  male 
fish  had  worked  out  of  the  bed,  and  had  been  killed. 
The  defendants  live  at  either  side  of  and  within 
about  forty  yards  of  the  scouring  beds.  On  Dec.  23 
he  swore  an  information  and  obtained  a  warrant 
from  a  magistrate,  and  with  the  aid  of  four  police- 
men from  Killorglin  searched  the  house  of  Timothy 
Mangan.  In  the  bedroom,  and  in  presence  of 
defendant.  Constable  O'Connor  Jianded  him  the 
basket  (produced),  it  contained  four  pieces  of  a 
black,  or  foul,  salmon  which  was  recently  killed.  In 
cross-examination  by  Mr.  Huggard,  complainant 
said,  "  I  do  not  know  if  otters  Irequent  that 
place — I  believe  theie  are  some  higher  up 
the  river."  Complainant  then  stated:  "After 
leaving  Timothy  Mangan' s  we  proceeded  to 
Jeremiah  Sullivan's,  and  in  a  large  chest  in  the 
kitchen  I  saw  his  (Sullivan's)  wife  trying  to  remove 
or  cover  something.  I  at  once  opened  the  chest 
and  found  the  pan  (produced)  containing  parts  of 
two  salmon  recently  killed.  To  Mr.  Huggard  :  "  1 
would  not  use  this  class  of  fish,  but  I  have  heard 
men  in  the  country  say  that  it  is  better  than  a 
herring.  Mangan  was  never  summoned  befure. 
The  fish  were  killed  either  by  a  spear,  gaff,  or  net ; 
I  heard  that  there  was  a  purse  net  in  the  locality. 
The  defendants  are  fairly  well-to-do  farmers,  and 
ought  to  be  respectable."  Mr.  Huggard  said  his 
clients  alleged  that  they  got  the  fish  after  being 
killed  by  others.  The  defendants  were  each  fined 
lOs.  and  costs.  ^ 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  blizzard  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  put  an 
end  to  any  kind  of  fishing,  and  at  time  of  writing 
the  snow  still  lies  on  the  hills  and  mountains.  This 
severe  weather  will  retard  the  trout  from  going  into 
condition  now  that  their  domestic  arrangements 
have  been  concluded.  The  spawning  period  gener- 
ally speaking  over  the  North  of  Ireland  was 
favourable,  the  waters  being  moderately  high,  and 
the  weather  comparatively  mild  up  till  the  advent  of 
the  new  year.  In  the  past  spawning  period  on  the 
Bann  and  its  tributaries,  the  employ 6s  of  the  Baim  and 
Foyle  Fishery  Company  captured  about  180  breeding 
salmon  for  the  Kilrea  Hatchery.  At  prasent  the  trays 
of  the  hatchery  hold  about  600,000  salmon  ova.which 
are  doing  well,  and  should  hatch  out  by  the 
end  of  March.  There  are  also  about  70,000 
trout  ova,  and  these  are  well  forward.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  state  from  an  official  source 
that  the  suggestions  made  by  the  fisheries  depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  the  Boards  of 
Conservators  as  to  the  allocation  of  rewards  derived 
from  fines  in  fishery  cases  have  received  the  ap- 
proval of  most  of  the  Irish  boards.  This  is  extremely 
satisfactory,  but  a  good  deal  will  turn  on  the  proper 
administration  of  the  laws  by  the  magistrates. 
At  Sixmilecross  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  J.  W.  E. 
DunsterviUe,  R.M.,  presiding,  Samuel  and  Thomas 
M'Allister,  John  Doherty,  and  James  Doyle  were 
summoned  by  the  fishery  authorities  for  beating 
the  watercomse  at  .Beragh  Mills,  which  forms  part 
ol  the  Camowen  river,  with  a  stick  on  Dec.  6  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  fish.  After  hearing  the 
evidence  the  case  was  adjourned. 

South  of  Ireland. 
The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  simply  terrific. 
Unless  the  frost  ceases  there  will  be  no  snow  water 
in  the  numerous  rivers  which  open  on  Feb.  I.  The 
spring  salmon  should  be  already  on  the  move  to  the 
streams  so  bountifully  distributed  on  the  southern 
coast.  A  considerable  number  of  the  Boards 
of  Conservators  have  decided  to  adopt  the 
'•  reward  "  system  for  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 
It  is  quite  evident  from  the  financial  position  of  the 
Limerick  Fishery  Conservators  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Shannon  and  its  tributaries  cannot  be 
continued  unless  funds  be  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction. 
Lord  Massy  presided  at  a  meetmg  of  the  Conserva- 
tors on  Jan.  5,  when  the  secretary  submitted  a 
financial  statement,  which  showed  that  on  Sept.  30 
last  the  Board  was  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
£937  198.  2d.,  and  that  indebtedness  was  accumu- 
lating at  the  rate  of  £200  a  year.  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart,  J.  P.,  who  pointed  out  that  the 
funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  were 
altogether  inadequate  for  the  protection  of  the 
district  fisheries,  proposed  a  resolution  asking  the 
Department  to  relieve  the  Conservatoi-s  of  the 
present  debt,  and  to  give  such  a  grant  as  would 
enable  them  to  afford  better  protection  to  the 
rivers.  Mr.  A.  Blood-Smith  seconded  the  propo- 
sition, which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fitt,  who  said 
they  should  not  go  on  spending  in  excess  of 
revenue.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  Waterford 
and  Cork  Boards  had  received  grants,  the  latter 
after  a  "  strike,"  as  a  protest  against  the  attitude 
of  the  Board. 
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Wotes  from  il)e  Wottt), 


A  WEEK  of  gales  has  not  improved  the  opening  of 
the  Season  on  the  far  north  streams,  nor  the  Tay 
Bystem,  which  opened  on  Monday  last,  Jan.  16. 
The  sea  has  been  very  boisterous  all  round  our 
coasts. 


The  youngest  son  of  the  laird  of  Biree,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Heaven,  is  Count  de  Arellano  (a  Spanish  title  con- 
ferred some  years  ago  on  him  by  the  King  of  Spain). 

The  count  has  now  been  made  a  Lord-in-Waiting 
on  the  King,  nnd  the  event  was  duly  celebrated  by 
a  bonfire  and  other  rejoicines  on  Saturday  night 
(Jan.  14). 


Mr.  Carnegie  has  given  up  hatching  salmon  at 
Skibo.  The  hatchery  is  now  closed  down.  How- 
ever, some  experience  has  been  gained,  and  will  be 
of  use  to  others  in  the  same  line. 


I  counted  twenty  odd  dead  salmon  on  the  Don. 
The  few  T  could  examine  were  mostly  gravid  fish 
which  could  not  get  up  the  river  to  spawn.  A  few 
others  had  been  stripped  or  otherwise  made  kelt. 

The  brown  trout  season  in  Scotland  opens  on 
March  1.  There  are  many  spots  where  finnock  and 
Bea-trout  may  be  taken  ad  lib.  on  and  after  the 
opening  ^ates  of  the  salmon  close  time,  but  no- 
wheie  may  the  brown  trout  be  touched. 


The  best  and  earliest  flies  for  finnock  are  the 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  and  February  Red,  also 
Greenwell's  Glory  on  a  fairly  fine  day.  For  salmon 
the  Gordon  (Dee),  Heron,  Eagle,  and  Tricolour  are 
first  favourites. 


Of  spinning  lures  the  phantom  (Nos.  5  and  6), 
Devon,  gudgeon,  sand-eel,  and  such-like  always  do 
well.  Special  Scotch. 


RAILWAYS. 


The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany give  notice  of  cheap  fast  excursions  from 
Euston,  Kensington,  Clapham  Junction,  Richmond, 
Woolwich,  and  certain  stations  on  the  North  London 
and  District  Railways  to  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
and  all  principal  stations  in  Lancashire,  Cheshire, 
Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  etc.,  on  Friday  nights, 
Jan.  27,  Feb.  10  and  24,  March  10  and  24,  and 
April  7.  Also  on  Saturdays,  Jan.  28,  Feb.  11  and 
25,  March  11  and  25,  and  April  8  for  two,  three, 
five  and  eight  days.  Cheap  week-end  tickets  are 
also  issued  every  Friday  and  Saturday  to  all 
principal  stations  in  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland, 
available  to  return  on  Sunday,  Monday,  or  Tuesday 
following.  Tickets  and  all  information  can  be 
obtained  at  the  stations  and  booking  offices  of  the 
company.  The  inquiry  office  at  Euston  is  open 
throughout  the  day  (telephone  429,  593,  or  633 
King's  Cross).  For  information  apply  also  to  Mr. 
F.  H.  Dent,  L.  &  N.W.R.,  Broad-street  Station, 
Eldon-street,  London,  E.C.  (telephone  Nos.  1407, 
London  Wall,  and  1429,  London  Wall)  ;  Mr.  H.  A. 
Walker,  District  Superintendent,  Euston  Station; 
or  to  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 

The  Great  Western  and  ;London  and  South 
Western  Railway  Companies  announce  a  most 
excellent  arrangement  for  the  convenience  of  their 
patrons,  whicli  came  into  force  on  Jan.  1.  The 
return  halves  of  ordinary  and  tourist  tickets  issued 
at  Paddington  or  Westbourne  Park  to  Exeter 
(St.  David's),  Plymouth  (Mutley,  North-road,  or 
Millbay),  or  Devonport  are  now  available  to  return 
either  by  the  Great  AVestem  Railway  Company's 
route  to  Westbourne  Park  or  Paddington,  or  by 
the  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company's 
route  to  Vauxhall  or  Waterloo.  Similar  tickets 
issued  at  Waterloo  or  Vauxhall  to  Exeter  (Queen- 
etreet  or  St.  David's),  Devonport,  or  Plymouth 
(North-road,  Mutley,  or  Friary)  are  available  to 
return  either  by  the  London  and  South  Western 
Railway  Company's  route  to  Vauxhall  or  Waterloo, 
or  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company's  route 
to  Westbourne  Park  or  Paddington.  In  like 
manner  the  leturn  halves  of  ordinary  tickets  issued 
at  Devonport,  Plymouth  (Millbay,  North-road,  or 
Mutley),  or  Exeter  (St.  David's)  to  Westbourne 
Park  or  Paddington  are  available  to  return  either 
by  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company's  route 
from  Paddington  or  Westbourne  Park,  or  by  the 
London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company's 
loute  from  Waterloo  or  Vauxhall,  and  similar 
tickets  issued  at  Plymouth  (Friary,  Mutley,  or 
North-road),  Devonport,  or  Exeter  (St.  David's  or 
Queen-street)  to  Vauxhall  or  Waterloo  are  available 


to  return  either  by  the  London  and  South  Western 
Railway  Company's  route  from  Waterloo  or  Vaux- 
hall, or  by  the  Great  West-^rn  Railway  Company's 
route  from  Paddington  or  Westbourne  Park. 

The  London  and  North  Western  and  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Companies 
announce  that  the  express  service  between  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  system  and  Brighton,  Eastbourne, 
Hastings,  and  St.  Leonards,  and  other  south  coast 
stations,  will  be  continued  until  further  notice. 
Through  carriages  are  run  from  Liverpool  (Lime- 
street)  and  Birmingham  (New-street)  to  Brighton 
and  Eastbourne,  and  vice  versa. 


WEYBRIDGE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


The  formation  of  the  W.A.  A..was  primarily  due 
to  the  Thames  Trout  Restocking  Society,  riverside 
matters  as  regards  angling  being  discussed  in  con- 
nection with  trout  restocking,  and  the  suggestion 
was  offered  that  an  association  should  be  formed  at 
Wey  bridge  to  promote  the  interests  of  anglers  in 
the  neighbourhood.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Old  Crown  Hotel,  Weybridge,  on  March  28,  1904. 
Present :  Messrs.  Wheeley,  ISarl,  Briggs,  Butler, 
Bannister,  Shaylor,  Curr,  Strudwick,  Rosewell, 
Liddon,  Gorey,  Chambers,  Gray,  Cox,  Warren, 
Holroyd,  T.  Poulter,  Hammerton.  A.  Poulter, 
Dentry,  Gordon,  Dawson,  Edwards,  G.  Dunton, 
Sillett,  J.  Dunton,  Connor,  Hunt,  and  R.  Edwards. 
In  response  to  a  proposal  by  Mr.  Warren,  Mr. 
Wheeley  took  the  chair.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
chairman  that  an  association  be  formed  in  the 
name  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association ;  this 
was  carried  unanimously.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Frank  Holme  Sumner  was  elected  president ;  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Wheeley,  chairman;  Mr.  Claude  E.  Briggs, 
secretary ;  and  Mr.  Earl,  treasurer ;  which  offices 
were  held  by  these  gentlemen  for  the  year  1904. 
Rules  governing  the  association  were  formulated, 
carefully  discussed,  and  adopted  ;  and  members  of 
committee  were  proposed  and  elected,  the  following 
constituting  the  first  committee  of  the  association  : 
Messrs.  Warren,  Rowland  Edwards,  Kelly,  Tollow, 
Shaylor,  T.  Poulter,  and  Curr.  Mr.  Hammerton 
was  appointed  to  weigh  in  fish ;  Messrs.  W.  S. 
Dawson  and  J.  Dunton  were  elected  auditors. 
It  was  decided  that  the  River  Thames,  excluding 
tributaries,  between  Bell  Weir  and  Sunbury  Lock, 
should  be  available  as  regards  weighing  in  of  fish 
for  prizes.  The  River  Wey,  up  to  the  Wey  Bridge, 
was  subsequently  added  for  this  purpose.  The 
annual  subscription  for  members  residing  within  a 
radius  of  twelve  miles  from  the  Old  Crown  Hotel 
was  fixed  at  5s.  per  annum,  or  21s.  per  annum 
outside  that  limit.  Prizes  were  offered  by  Messrs. 
Wheeley,  Kelly,  Hammerton,  Warren,  Rowland 
Edwards,  Gray,  and  Conroy  for  sundry  com- 
petitions for  single  fish  of  heaviest  weight  only. 
During  the  year  monthly  meetings  have  taken 
place  regularly,  with  most  satisfactory  attendances  ; 
and  the  officers  and  committee  desire  to  cordially 
thank  the  members  for  the  support  that  has  been 
given  them.  A  competition  was  held  in  the  River 
Wey  at  Newhaw  Farm,  at  the  very  kind  invitation 
of  the  president,  Mr.  Holme  Sumner,  the  prize- 
winners being  Messrs.  Bearup,  Light,  and  Wheeley. 
A  dinner  and  smoking  concert  ended  a  most 
pleasant  day,  for  which  Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was 
heartily  thanked.  Two  competitions  were  held 
with  the  Addlestone  A.A.  at  Addlestone  and  Wey- 
bridge, and  two  with  the  Walton  A.A.,  in  each 
case  concluding  with  a  supper.  Fish  were  regis- 
tered during  the  year  by  Messrs.  Shaylor,  Wheeley, 
Bearup,  Gorey,  Chambers,  Strudwick,  Hammerton, 
George,  and  others;  and  the  committee  particularly 
request  members  to  see  their  fish  weighed  and 
registered  according  to  the  rules.  The  formation  of 
the  association  necessitated  considerable  outlay 
with  regard  to  stationery,  postage,  etc.,  this  being 
imavoidable  in  the  initial  stage  of  the  association's 
existence.  Those  responsible  for  any  expenditure 
have  done  their  best  to  reduce  charges  of  every 
description  to  the  lowest  minimum  compatible  with 
requirements.  Notwithstanding  the  preliminary 
expenditure,  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  report  that 
there  is  a  small  balance  at  the  association's  credit. 
A  pike  of  ll^lb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Shaylor,  and  pre- 
sented by  hira  to  the  association,  has  been  set  up 
by  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Sons  at  the  association's  ex- 
pense and  hung  in  the  room ;  another  pike  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Hammerton.  Much  assistance 
has  kindly  been  [given,  and  gratefully  received  by 
the  members,  by  visitors  to  the  various  impromptu 
smoking  concerts  that  have  been  held  ;  and  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion at  the  suppers  and  meetings  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hammerton  have  been  heartily  appreciated  and 
,  enjoyed-  'T^e  collecting  box  for  the  T.A.P.S.  was 


opened  on  Nov.  9,  and  a  sum  of  15s.  was  realised ; 
further  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  the 
T.A.P.S.  funds  since  that  date.  The  association, 
joining  with  the  Addlestone  and  Cheftsey  Associa- 
tions, subscribed  towards  a  testimonial  to  Mr. 
Frank  Holme  Sumner  in  recognition  of  his  valuable 
work  on  behalf  of  Surrey  anglers.  The  presenta- 
tion was  made  by  Lord  Bingham,  at  Chertsey,  on 
Dec.  13,  1904.  It  is  most  satisfactory  to  report  the 
rnerabership  of  the  association  is  steadily  increasing, 
sixty  or  more  members  having  been  elected  during 
the  year,  and  it  is ,  confidently  hoped  that  the 
members  at  the  end  of  1905  will  number  at  least 
one  hundred  ;  and  should  funds  permit,  it  may  be 
possible  at  some  future  date  to  rent  waters  for  the 
private  fishing  of  members.  Valuable  assistance 
has  been  rendered  to  the  T.A.P.S.  during  the  year 
by  one  of  the  members,  a  conviction  tor  taking 
undersized  trout  in  the  River  Thames  having  been 
obtained.  Several  members  of  the  association  are 
on  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  are  thus 
enabled  to  keep  the  members  informed  of  what  is 
transpiring  with  regard  to  the  protection  and, re- 
stocking of  the  lower  river.  The  association  is 
fortunate  as  regards  the  proximity  of  one  of  the 
best  Thames  backwaters,  its  headquarters  being 
situated  close  to  the  river ;  and  though  the  sport 
enjoyed  in  1904  has  not  nearly  been  up  to  the 
usual  average,  the  state  of  the  water  has  amply 
accounted  for  this.  During  the  spring  and  summer 
the  water  was  excessively  low  and  clear,  whilS  thick 
flood  water  from  the  Bourn  and  Wey  in  the  autumn 
put  the  river  out  of  condition,  and  the  excessive 
fogs  during  the  winter  also  did  much  to  account  for 
lack  of  sport.  In  closing  this  report  it  can  justly 
be  stated  that  the  opening  season  of  the  W.A.A. 
has  been  a  most  encouraging  one,  promising  well 
for  the  future,  and  that  undoubtedly  the  member- 
ship will  increase,  and  it  is  by  such  increase  the 
association  will  undoubtedly  prosper. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Bath 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  the  Full  Moon 
Hotel  last  Tuesday  evening.  In  the  absence  of  the 
president,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  Mr.  F.  J.  Moody  took  the 
chair,  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs.  W. 
Monk  (hon.  treasurer),  M.  H.  G.  Wood  ("  Spinning 
Minnow"),  A.  J.  Tanner,  H.  Isaacs,  Harper,  G. 
Coaklev,  W.  Edwards,  T.  G.  Harding  (hon.  secre- 
tary). Orchard,  Kent,  O.  Saunders,  Hitchcock,  W. 
A.  Bryant,  E.  Wood,  F.  Jelf,  C.  A.  Hodges,  A.  Ben- 
son, T.  G.  Conway,  Sergt. -Major  Holwell,  etc. 
Letters  of  apology  for  unavoidable  absence  were 
received  from  the  president,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  and  Mr. 
Pratt.  The  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  Monk)  submitted  the 
financial  statement,  which  showed  a  debit  balance 
of  £8  7s.  Id.,  the  expenditure  amounting  to 
£47  13s.  lid.  He  was  afraid  that  the  association 
could  not  congratulate  itself  upon  the  financial 
position.  The  members'  subscriptions  did  not 
reach  the  total  of  the  previous  year  by  about  £6, 
and  that  placed  them  in  rather  an  awkward  posi- 
tion. The  question  arose  as  to  how  the  deficit  was 
to  be  met  —  whether  by  increased  subscriptions 
or  by  curtailing  some  of  the  association's  fishing 
rights.  They  had  a  goodly  number  of  landlords, 
and  recently  they  had  taken  another  smpli 
stretch  of  water.  If  any  waters  were  given  up, 
some  other  body  would  immediately  take  them. 
The  balance  sheet  having  been  unanimously  adopted, 
the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Thomas  G.  Harding)  pre- 
sented the  general  report  for  the  past  year,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  result  oi  the  year's  work 
of  the  association  had  not  been  as  satisfactory  as 
they  had  hoped.  Ten  new  members  had  been 
elected,  as  against  seventeen  last  year,  and  with 
ten  resignations  and  removals  they  remained  in  the 
same  position  as  the  previous  year,  eighty-four 
members  paying  subscriptions.  They  had  held  four 
competitions,  and  theie  was  an  average  of  fifteen 
competitors  at  each,  this  number  being  fewer  than 
had  been  anticipated.  Mention  was  made  of  the 
obligations  under  which  they  were  to  Mr.  Tanner 
for  his  kindness  to  the  association,  not  only  as 
a  hard  -  working  member  of  the  committee, 
but  for  the  use  of  his  rooms  at  all  times.  On 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Hodges,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Benson,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Monk  proposed  the  reappointment  of  Mr.  Hare 
as  president  of  the  association,  and  Mr.  Wood 
having  seconded,  the  recommendation  was  adopted. 
The  vice-presidents  were  reappointed  as  follows  :— 
Messrs.  F.  C.  Fortt,  James  Foitt,  F.  W.  Fortt, 
H.  G.  Terry,  T.  Clack,  Foster  Smith,  H.  Y.  Haggard, 
and  A.  Hawes.  To  the  post  of  lion,  treasurer 
Mr.  Monk  ^was  unanimously  re-elected,  and  Mr. 
Harding  to  the  position  of  hon.  secretary,  compli- 
ments being  paid  to  both  gentlemen  in  respect  of 
their  valuable  services.  Mr.  Harding  hoped  that 
more  would  take  part  in  the  competitions.  The 
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following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  comprise  the 
committee: — Messrs.  W.  Edwards,  C.  A.  Hodges 
H.  Isaacs,  F.  Pratt,  F.  J.  Moody,  C.  Rich,  A.  J 
Tanner,  S.  Warren,  M.  H.  G.  Wood,  and  G.  Coakley 
Messrs.  E.  Wood  and  F.  Burgess  were  re-elected 
auditors,    with    thanks  for    their  past  services, 
Mr.  Rogers  proposed  an  increase  in  the  amount  o 
the  annual  subscription  from  5s.  to  7s.  6d.,  and  that 
the  entrance  fee  should  remain  at  5s.    Mr.  Tanner 
seconded,  and  thought  it  was  the  only  way  out  of 
their  financial  difficulties.    The  resolution  having 
been  supported  by  members  was  carried  unani- 
mously.   It  was   announced   that  the  club  had 
recently  secured  the  rights  of  a  stretch  of  water 
near  Bathampton  mills.    Prizes  were  promised  by 
the  president  and  Messrs.  Conway  and  Orchard, 
and  the  proceedings  ended  with  the  usual  votes  of 
thanks.  Spinning  Minnow. 


Associations,  etc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
A  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  10,  Mr. 
Armitage  presiding,  to  consider  an  important 
question  affecting  a  portion  of  the  society's  fishery, 
and,  after  some  discussion,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  call  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the 
society  for  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  25.  Financial 
matters  generally  were  also  discussed.  Our  usual 
meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  11.  Photographs  taken 
by  Mr.  Armitage  of  the  recent  netting  and  restock- 
ing operations  were  exhibited  by  him,  and  should 
prove  interesting  souvenirs  of  Dec.  31  last.  It  was 
arranged  to  have  a  "  sides  "  competition  atMarlow. 
A  programme  of  concerts,  readings,  etc.,  was  settled, 
and  will  be  posted  to  members  in  due  course. 
Recent  fishing  results  are  few.  Mr.  Yarham,  how- 
ever, had  a  few  nice  roach  from  Harefield,  best 
lib.  3Joz.,  and  Mr.  Cracknell  dace.  Several  mem- 
bers have  been  trying  to  capture  some  of  the  pike 
recently  put  into  the  society's  water,  but  so  far 
without  success.— E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Under  the  society's  4th  rule  the  executive,  in 
order  to  "promote  the  future  prosperity  of  British 
sea  fisheries,"  arranged  that  the  very  important 
subject  of  the  "  Nets  used  in  Sea  Fishing  "  should 
be  brought  before  the  members.    Although  the  sea 
angler  fishes  with  a  rod  ( Ca/piantur  Arundine  Pisces), 
the  men  who  make  their  living  by  securing  fish 
food  for  the  nation  do  so  mainly  by  the  use  of  nets. 
A  right  understanding  of  their  various  forms  and 
uses  is  needful  to  the  man  who  desires  to  deal 
wisely  with  the  many  public  questions  upon  sea 
fishing  constantly  being  discussed.     A  very  full 
and  comprehensive  paper   on   the   subject  was 
read  by  Mr.  Bates  on  Wednesday  evening  last. 
Introduced    in    a    few    sympathetic    words  by 
the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  the  lecturer 
shortly  alter  alluded   to  ancient  forms  of  nets, 
of  which,  he  remarked,  we  had  no  really  exact 
records,  except  as  to  those  used  on  the  coast  of 
Cornwall  by  the  Phoenicians.    He  proceeded  to  des- 
cribe,  with   the  aid  of  some  carefully  fprepared 
models,  one  of  which,  of  a  most  comprehensive 
character,  had  been  prepared  and  sent  to  him  by 
Mr.  W.  Hoarder,  of  195,  Union-street,  Plymouth, 
hon.  member,  and  the  society's  indefatigable  agent 
there.     Altogether  the  models  almost  spoke  for 
themselves  in  picturing  the  various  kinds  of  nets  in 
use.    The  "  beam  trawl,"  so  long  used  and  still 
used  by  the  sailing  trawl,  was  described,  and  its 
use  explained.   The  "otter  trawl,"  now  vmiversally 
used  by  steam  trawlers,  the  beam  being  replaced 
by  two  flat  elm  boards  heavily  weighted,  set  at  an 
angle  to  the  tow,  thus  opening  out  the  mouth  of  the 
net.    The  misuse  of  these  powerful  nets  on  ground 
which  formed  nurseries  for  the  young  and  immature 
fish  was  carefully  dwelt    upon   and  remediable 
measures  suggested.    The  gill  or  drift  net,  used  in 
such  enormous  lengths  of  connected  nets,  frequently 
over  two  miles  long,  and  the  various  modes  of 
supporting  the  top  edge  on  the  surface  were  care- 
fully described.    The  seine,  so  much  used  on  the 
Cornish  coasts,    since    its   introduction  by  the 
Phoenicians.    The  tuck  seine,  used  to  secure  surface 
swims  of  pilchards,  etc.,  and  the  murderous  trammel 
net  finished  the  list  of  nets  used  from  boats.  The 
stake  net,  the  bag  net,  and  the  drop  net  still  used 
from  anchored  boats  in  rivers  and  tideways  ended 
the  paper.    Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  confirmed  much  of 
what  Mr.  Bates  had  said, and  alluded  to  many  pleasant 
times  he  had  spent,  when  the  weather  did  not  permit 
of  successful  angling,  in  hauling  on  the  seine  rope. 
He  added  the  slow  net  and  the  kettle  net  to  Mr. 
Bates'  list,  the  latter  being  referred  to  in  Domesday 
Book,  and  now  an  illegal  engine.    Mr.  Colquhoun 
Kemp  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  trawl 
it  mattered  little  how  big  the  mesh  might  be  made, 
and  a  huge  destruction  of  immature  fish  was  caused 
by  the  weight  and  crush  of  the  rubbish  finding  its 


way  down  to  the  cod  end.  The  fisherman  is  blamed 
for  not  returning  the  small  ones  captured;  what 
good,  he  urged,  could  arise  Ifrom  [the  [return  of 
the  dying  and  the  dead — he  was  justified  in 
making  a  market  of  such,  when  possible.  Mr.  J. 
Wrench  Towse  then  summed  up,  alluding  to  the 
Moray  Firth  incident.  By  the  action  of  local 
authority  it  has  been  closed*  to  all  our  fisher- 
men, but,  under  the  provisions  of  international  laws, 
may  still  be  fished  under  foreign  flags.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  International  Commission  now 
sitting  should  arrange  for  the  reciprocal  closing  of 
some  of  the  large  nursery  bays  on  the  western  side 
of  the  North  Sea.  No  doubt  the  action  of  some  of 
the  fishery  committees  in  closing  bays  has  had 
disastrous  result  in  the  disappearance  of  fish.  It 
was  contended  that  unless  the  bottom  is  continually 
scraped  by  the  trawl,  no  food  is  to  be  found, 
instancing  Torbay.  The  Scotch  fishermen  are 
asking,  but  with  bated  breath,  for  an  eighteen- 
mile  limit,  which  does  not  seem  likely  to 
commend  itself  to  the  International  Commission. 
The  failure  to  pass  the  Immature  Fish  Bill  last 
session  was  deplored.  Two  new  ones  are  ;being 
drafted,  and  he  should  certainly  ask  and  press  Lord 
Onslow  to  proceed  with  them ;  most  certainly  trawl- 
ing should  not  be  permitted  where  the  young  fish 
are.  Unfortunately,  Hull  and  Grimsby  are  at  vari- 
ance upon  the  subject,  leaving  but  sma  1  hopes  of 
ultimate  success.  He  proposed  and  put  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Bates  for  his  paper,  seconded  by  Mr, 
C.  O.  Minchin.  Mr.  Bates  returned  thanks.  Mr. 
Hyde  proposed,  and  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  seconded, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  who,  in  reply,  said 
how  glad  he  always  was  to  be  among  the  society's 
members,  all  they  did  interested  him  exceedingly. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  for  business  ; 
reports  were  very  few,  the  weather  not  having  yet 
settled  down  sufficiently.  Mr.  Pickup  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "),  who,  in  spite  of  the 
ice,  was  still  fishing  at  Calais  with  a  frozen  beard. 
The  award  of  the  Committee  Cup  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Pocklington  was  announced.  The  subject  of  next 
Wednesday  will  be  a  paper,  "  With  Creel  and 
Camera,"  illustrated  with  original  lantern  slides,  by 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

A  particularly  well  attended  meeting  was  held 
at  Broad-street  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Thompson  taking  the  chair.  There  was  a 
scarcity  of  fishing  reports.  However,  amongst  the 
few  rendered,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  most  indefatigable  as 
usual,  had  succeeded,  despite  the  adverse  condi- 
tions, in  taking  sundry  chub  at  Wargrave.  Mr. 
Grammer  introduced  to  the  meeting  Colonel  Hague, 
of  the  U.S.  Army,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  Fishery  Board,  who  met  with  a  very 
cordial  reception.  The  gallant  colonel  gave  a  most 
entertaining  account  of  American  methods  with 
regard  to  fisheries,  pisciculture,  and  piscatorial 
matters  generally,  and  eloquently  and  enthusiastically 
discoursed  upon  the  various  excellences  for  sport  of 
the  black  bass,  giving  also  many  particulars  of  the 
Oswego  bass,  the  muscalonge,  and  other  American 
varieties.  At  the  close  of  his  very  interesting 
account,  the  Colonel  received  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  and  appreciation  from  the  meeting.  In 
saying  a  few  words  in  reply,  he  very  kindly  invited 
any  members  who  could  find  it  convenient  to  call 
upon  him  when  at  home,  and  he  promised  them  if 
they  did  such  a  feast  of  fishing  of  all  kinds  as  they 
never  had  had  before.  A  gentleman  previously 
proposed  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected ;  a 
nomination  for  future  ballot  was  also  made.  After 
an  interesting  discussion  upon  restocking  matters, 
many  members  taking  up  the  question  enthusiasti- 
cally and  promising  contributions,  the  usualC.L.P.S. 
toast  was  duly  honoured,  and  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  a  very  successful 
meeting.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  the  second 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  competition  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  24. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  at  the  adjourned  com- 
mittee meeting,  and  Mr.  W.  Dick  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  which  followed  on  Tuesday  last.  In  spite 
of  the  inclement  weather  of  last  week-end  several 
members  were  out,  but  met  with  scant  reward. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Zerfass  had  a  dreadful 
experience.  Mr.  BaylifTe,  however,  was  fortunate 
in  taking  a  pike  of  14Jlb.  at  Theale.  The  gramo- 
phone entertainment  given  by  Mr.  Zerfass  was 
quite  a  success,  and  was  highly  appreciated  by 
those  present.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  him  for  his  kindness,  and  with  the  usual 
toasts  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  concluded. — 
Hon.  Seo. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

On  Jan.  18  the  chair  was  ably  occupied  by  Mr. 
H.  Dunn.  Various  matters  of  more  or  less  interest 
were  dealt  with  in  the  ordinary  routine,  and  then 


the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  the 
discussion  on  "  Sunday  versus  Weekday  Fishing." 
This  evoked  many  interesting  accounts  of  past 
days'  sport  both  on  Sunday  and  weekday.  Con- 
sidering the  preponderance  of  Sunday  outings  in- 
dulged Iq  by  most  of  the  members  the  results  were 
startlingly  in  favour  of  the  weekday  anglers,  and 
the  universal  decision  arrived  at,  both  on  the 
grounds  of  expediency  and  results,  was  that  week- 
day fishing  was  superior  to  that  indulged  in  on  the 
Sabbath.  Messrs.  Westrup  and  Rayner's  Irish 
trout  have  been  added  to  the  museum,  and  are 
well  worth  inspection.  The  larger  fish,  131b.  6oz. 
and  91b.  respectively,  have  been  set  up  in  a  way 
rather  out  of  the  hackneyed  style,  and  reflect  ,the 
greatest  credit  on  Cooper.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  ha» 
taken  some  small  pike,  and  Mr.  Shaw  has  recorded 
a  fine  take  of  roach  and  chub(20ilb.),  best  chub4lb., 
best  roach  lib.  7oz. — G.  W. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Jan.  17. 
Several  important  items  on  the  agenda  were  dis- 
cussed, and  await  further  developments.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday 
for  same.  Good  takes  remain  scarce,  nothing  of 
any  note  having  been  weighed  in. — H.  C.  M. 

Newport  Angling  Association. 
A  smoking  concert,  and  the  distribution  of  prizes 
won  during  1904  in  connection  with  the  above 
association,  was  held  at  the  club-house.  Bunch  of 
Grapes  Hotel,  High-street,  Newport,  on  Thursday, 
Jan.  5,  Mr.  H.  Pugsley  in  the  chair.  The  principal 
prize-winner  was  Mr.  Charles  Nelson,  who  carried 
of!  the  first  prize  in  the  club's  annual  match,  two 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  (trout  and  dace),  and  a 
special  prize  given  by  the  landlord,  Mr.  W.  Drain. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  Pugsley  was  asked  to  take 
the  presidency  of  the  association,  and  €UJcepted. 
Mr.  Herbert  Edwards  offered  as  a  prize  for  this 
coming  year  to  set  up  one  or  a  brace  of  specimen 
fish  deemed  worth  being  set  up  by  the  committee. 
Songs  appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  rendered 
by  Messrs.  Finch,  Griffiths,  and  others.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman,  artistes,  and  pianist 
brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — Albert 
V.  Williams. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  genially  presided  over 
Monday's  meeting,  when  many  members  braved  the 
blizzard  which  obtained.  They  were  well  repaid 
for  their  trouble,  however,  in  being  able  to  inspect 
and  criticise  three  magnificent  chub  separately  set 
up  by  Cooper.  The  first  in  point  of  size  was  picked 
up  on  the  banks  o  f  the  Avon,  as  previously  reported 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  having  been  killed  by  an  otter, 
and  weighed  71b.  14oz.  This,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  the 
vice-president,  who  thoughtfully  secured  the  speci- 
men, most  kindly  presented  to  the  society's  museum. 
The  second  chub  went  7lb.  5oz.,  and  was  caught  on 
rod  and  line  by  Mr.  Walker  on  the  same  river  in 
August  last.  The  third  fish,  one  of  61b.  8oz.,  was 
landed  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Walker,  the  vice-president's 
son,  and  like  the  other  two  came  from  the  Avon. 
The  leash  was  greatly  admired,  and  hearty  thanks 
were  accorded  to  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  for  having  allowed 
the  members  to  see  the  wonderful  specimens. 
Fishing  experiences  were  few  and  far  between. 
The  only  successful  angler  was  the  president,  Mr. 
Horace  Brown.  This  gentleman  went  to  the  Itchen 
for  grayling,  but  finding  thymallus  in  a  sulky  mood, 
spun  for  pike,  with  the  result  that  he  bagged  two 
fish,  one  going  7|lb.,  which  were  well  out  of  this 
excellent  trout  water.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  takes  place  next  Monday  at  8  p.m.  precisely. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
F.  K.,  Knutsford. — The  little  fish  are  smelts. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SALMON  WADERS. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  say 
how  long  a  pair  of  wading  trousers  should  last  ?  I 
got  a  pair  early  in  the  season  of  1903  and  used  them 
frequently,  and  took  good  care  of  them,  drying  the 
inside  first  in  orthodox  style.  Early  this  last  season 
I  found  water  oozing  through  one  of  the  feet,  which 
allowed  the  sock  to  become  uncomfortably  damp. 
I  paid  28s.  for  them,  and  a  gentleman  here  (a  friend 
of  mine)  has  had  similar  experience  with  a  pair  for 
which  he  paid  428.  Of  course  the  cause  must  be 
faulty  or  careless  manufacture.  Would  soaking  the 
erring  leg  in  alum  solution  be  of  any  use  ? — Yours 
truly,  James  Seymour. 

[Salmon  waders  ought  to  last  several  seasons ;  it 
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depends  on  the  amount  of  wear,  especially  of  walking 
in  them.  Has  our  correspondent  had  them  tested 
and  repaired  ?  It  may  be  there  is  only  a  pin-hole. 
The  way  to  test  them  is  to  turn  them  inside  out, 
suspend  them,  and  pour  in  enough  watsr  to  fill  the 
feet  up  to  the  ankle.  If  there  is  a  puncture  a  damp 
spot  will  appear  and  gradually  spread;  it  should 
be  marked  with  blue  chalk,  and  repaired  after  the 
waders  have  been  dried,  with  any  other  punctures 
that  may  have  been  discovered;  they  must  be 
looked  for  quickly. — Ed.] 


THE  GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  saw  an  account  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette  of  the  rare  bird,  the  Great  Northern  Diver. 
I  may  say  that  I  have  one  which  was  shot  in 
England  about  thirty  years  ago.  It  is  about 
'24ui.  high,  and  above  the  large  row  of  white  on 
the  neck  it  has  in  the  front  a  smaller  row  of 
white,  but  it  only  extends  about  one-third  round 
the  neck.  Could  you  tell  me  whether  it  is  a  male 
or  female  bird  ?  Its  beak  is  about  3^in.  long. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  G.  Tunnicliffe. 

19,  Bickersteth-road,  Tooting,  S.W. 

[Sorry  I  cannot  help  Mr.  Tunnicliffe.  The  Great 
Northern  Diver  se^ms  to  be  common  enough  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  I  am  afraid  I  shot  one  in 
Torbay  a  good  many  years  ago. — Ed.] 


HIGH  LAND  AND  HIGH  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  question  asked 
by  "  March  Brown "  concerning  a  place  that  is 
bracing  and  refreshing,  coupled  with  a  prospec- 
tive day's  fishing  when  required,  I  beg  to  give  him 
the  benefit  of  my  opinion  by  recommending  him  to 
the  noted  Derwent  and  Wye  in  Derbyshire.  For 
the  former  river  permission  may  be  obtained  from 
landowners,  from  the  Matlock  Angling  Club,  Darley 
Dale  Club,  or  that  of  Matlock  Bath,  who  have  their 
respective  lengths  of  the  rivers  in  question. 
Splendid  fishing  is  to  be  had  free  by  staying  at  the 
Rutland  Arms,  Bakewell,  that  old-fashioned  and 
historical  resort,  which  in  my  estimation  stands 
second  to  none.  There  are  also  other  facilities  in 
the  vicinity  of  Matlock — namely,  the  three  ponds 
at  Lumsdale,  which  can  boast  of  very  nice  trout. 
I  have  had  at  times  fish  of  3 fib.  or  mora,  ranging 
from  ten  to  twelve  brace  when  there  has  been  a 
spate  or  fresh  on.  At  Tansley  there  are  four  nice 
ponds,  which  offer  splendid  sport  to  anglers,  both 
with  fly  and  bottom.  I  have  fished  these  ponds 
and  rivers  with  unlimited  success.  Being  an  ardent 
angler  and  lover  of  the  sport,  I  consider  it  a  very 
great  pleasure  to  recommend  the  above  places, 
both  for  fresh  air  and  fish. 

Here  are  my  favourite  flies  for  the  waters:  — 
Yellow  Dan,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Sand  Fly,  Grannom, 
Iron  Blue  Dun,  Oak  Fly,  Cowdung,  Cock  Winged 
Dun,  Golden  Palmer,  Pale  Evening  White,  Pale 
Evening  Dun,  Golden  Dun  Midge,  Msrch  Brown, 
Red  Spinner,  Honey  Dun  Bum  Die,  Whistler  Fly. 
I  can  recommend  D.  W.  Foster,  Ashbourne,  for 
the  making  up  of  the  flies  here  given;  they  are 
well  put  together  and  very  attractive.  Try  their 
Black  Gnat. — Yours  truly.  Blue  Doctor. 

P.S. — I  might  also  add  that  I  have  fished  these 
waters  since  ten  years  of  age.  I  have  had  twenty- 
six  years'  experience  as  an  all-round  angler. 


HIGH  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "March  Brown  "  will  let  me  know 
his  name  and  address,  I  think  I  can  tell  him  of  the 
fishing  he  needs  at  1000ft.  up,  and  name  a  farm 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  same. — Yours  truly, 

3,  Trinity-road,  Scarborough.  Rev.  C. 


HIGH  TROUT  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  March  Brown,"  I  should 
advise  him  to  try  Lake  Vyrnwy,  North  Wales, 
where  there  is  good  lake  and  about  five  miles  of 
good  river  fishing  by  staying  at  the  hotel  there ;  the 
air  in  the  spring  is  very  bracing.  There  are  a  few 
nice  pools  under  the  dam  that  hold  large  trout  that 
can  be  fished  very  successfully  with  the  dry  fly. 
The  charges  are  not  expensive,  and  Miss  Davis,  the 
proprietress,  makes  you  very  comfortable.  If  he 
cares  to  write  me,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  all 
particulars,  a'so  show  him  patterns  of  flies  required 
for  the  water. — Yours  truly,  B.  Corell. 


RATS  RUINING  RIVER  BANKS. 
Dear  Sib, — Let  "  Vale  of  Chess  "  try  liquid  tar, 
about   a   tablespoonful   poured   into  each  hole. 
Repeat  at  end  of  a  fortnight. — Yours  truly, 

Rev.  C. 


TO  GET  RID  OF  RATS  ON  RIVER  BANKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  to  introduce  to 
the  notice  of  your  correspondent,  "Vale  of  Chess," 
what  appears  to  be  a  very  effective  method  of 
destroying  the  rats  he  complains  of  at  slight 
expense  and  very  little  trouble.  Full  particulars 
shall  be  forwarded  on  hearing  from  him. — Yours 
truly,  W.  R.  Weathbrley. 

10,  Hartington-road,  Stockton-on-Tees. 


IS  THE  DABCHICK  DESTRUCTIVE  TO  FISH 
—ONE  CAUGHT  ON  ARTIFICIAL  MINNOW. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  heard  the  statement 
"  that  dabchicks  are  very  injurious  in  a  trout 
stream"  questioned. 

My  brother,  whilst  spinning  for  perch  with  artificial 
minnow  on  Jan.  11,  hooked  inside  the  mouth  a 
dabchick.  The  bird  was  duly  landed  and  released, 
seemingly  little  the  worse  for  his  adventure. 
Evidently  this  particular  dabchick  was  not  adverse 
to  a  fish  meal.  I  wonder  if  a  similar  incident  has 
before  come  under  your  or  any  of  your  readers* 
notice. — Yours  truly,  John  Russell. 

Marlborough. 

[I  am  afraid  that  the  dabchick  is  terribly 
destructive  to  fish,  eggs,  and  fry.  I  think  I  never 
heaxd  before  of  one  taking  a  spinning  bait,  but 
moorhens  and  dabchicks  have  been  caught  on 
hooks  baited  for  fish  with  some  natural  bait,  worm, 
paste,  etc. — Ed.]  \ 


PACIFIC  SALMON  TAKING  THE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  have  noticed  some  letters  on  the 
above  subject  in  current  editions  of  the  Fishing 
Oazelte.  Having  recently  fished  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
I  can  confidently  assert  that  the  cohoe  salmon 
there  does  take  the  fly,  and  very  freely,  but  only 
in  salt  water,  or  brackish  water  at  the  mouths  |of 
rivers.  The  cohoe  is  in  no  degree  inferior  to  our 
European  salm.on  in  point  of  gameness  or  looks, 
in  fact,  for  choice  I  should  give  him  the  preference 
as  regards  gameness.  You  seldom  hook  one  on  a 
fly  that  does  not  leap  five  or  six  times  out  of  the 
water.  In  size,  however,  they  are  smaller,  averaging 
between  lOlb.  and  141b.,  though  I  have  caught 
them  up  to  221b.  When  you  get  among  them  it  ia 
only  a  matter  of  casting  your  fly  on  the  water  to 
hook  or  rise  one.  I  have  never  tried  to  take  a  large 
quantity  in  one  day,  being  always  satisfied  when  I 
had  got  eighteen  or  twenty. 

I  have  never  known  them  from  personal  experience 
to  take  a  fly  in  fresh  water,  but  an  old  fishing  friend 
of  mine  who  lives  in  Vancouver  told  me  when  I 
last  passed  through  that  city  that  he  had  discovered 
a  river  Snow  where  they  do  on  Vancouver  Island, 
and  that  extraordinary  sport  had  been  had.  If  I 
go  out  there  again,  as  I  hope  to,  I  shall  certainly 
investigate  this,  though  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  what  he  told  me. 

I  found  the  favourite  fly  was  the  Silver  Doctor, 
but  the  Dusty  Miller  ran  it  close.  I  did  most  of 
my  fishing  on  the  N.E.  of  Vancouver  Island. 

There  are  several  other  varieties  of  salmon  out 
there,  but  the  cohoe  and  the  king  or  spring  salmon 
are  the  only  sporting  ones. — Yours  triily, 

Bryan  Leighton. 


EARLY  MENTION  OF  BRACKEN  CLOCK- 
DRESSING  OF  GREENWELL'S  GLORY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  R.  Warren  Vernon 
I  would  say  that  the  earlibst  mention  by  name  of 
the  Bracken  Clock  of  which  I  have  any  note  of  in 
a  fairly  comprehensive  reading  of  the  old  English 
authorities  occurs  in  Wade's  "Halcyon"  (1861). 
Among  his  two  hundred  patterns  of  flies  he  gives 
no  less  than  four  Clocks,  two  of  which  he  calls 
Brechan  or  Brachan  Clocks. 

No.  56  in  his  list  is  the  Clock  No.  1.— Hackled  with 
inside  corncrake.  Body:  Copper-coloured  strand 
of  peacock's  herl,  dressed  with  orange  or  copper- 
coloured  silk  and  a  tag  of  the  same. 

He  says  this  is  a  standard  fly  on  the  Wear.  Then 
follows  as  a  variant  the  Clock  No.  2. — Wings  :  Two 
pale  red  cock's  hackles  tied  back  to  back  and  cut 
square  at  the  points.  Legs :  An  ash-coloured  or 
grizzled?  cock's  hflckle  rather  long  in  the  fibre. 
Body :  A  strand  of  copper-coloured  peacock's  herl 
ribbed  with  crimson  or  pure  copper-coloured  silk 
to  show  well  at  the  tip. 

No.  73  is  the  "Brechan  Clock." — Body:  Fur 
from  the  hare's  ear  mixed  with  a  little  blue  worsted. 
Wings  from  the  corncrake — some  use  a  snipe's 
feather ;  some  rib  the  thickish  body  with  gold  or, 
perhaps  better,  with  silver  tinsel.  "  A  capital  fly 
on  Fell  Becks  when  running  clear." 

No.  156  is  the  "  Brachan  Clock  No.  2." — Wings 
from  the  breast  feather  of  a  cock  pheasant.  Body  : 
Peacock's  herl  dressed  full,  and  tied  with  purple 
silk.    Legs  :  A  red  or  dark  cock's  hackle. 

None  of  these  is  quite  the  Bracken  Clock  a* 
known  to  modem  folk. 


Jackson  ("  The  Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  1854)  gives 
as  his  third  pattern  Red  Clock,  which  ho  describes 
as  follows  : — "  Wings  eind  legs  :  Red  hackle  or  cock 
pheasant's  neck  feather  hackled  on.  Body :  Brown 
herl  of  peacock,  bright  red  silk."  In  the  illustration 
the  red  silk  does  not  show.  < 

Walbran  ("British  Angler,"  1889)  gives  a  very 
similar  dressing  of  the  Bracken  Clock,  but  Pritt 
("North  Country  Flies,"  1886)  gives  the  dressing 
which  is  now  generally  accepted  as  correct,  with  a 
peacock's  herl  head  and  a  turn  or  two  behind  the 
cock  pheasant's  hackle,  leaving  a  body  of  silk  which 
the  text  calls  yellow,  but  which  the  illustration 
shows  to  be  distinctively  orange,  exposed. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  search  might  trace 
the  pattern  a  long  way  back,  but  not,  I  think,  by 
the  name  of  Bracken  Clock. — Yours  truly. 

Val  Conson. 

P.S. — Oreenwell's  Glory. — It  is  the  hen  blackbird's 
quill  feathers  that  are  used  for  Greenwell's  Glory. 
The  wings  are  not  usually  rolled,  but  a  strip  of 
feather  is  taken,  the  fibres  are  straightened,  and 
then  the  strip  is  doubled,  doubled  and  doubled 
again,  shiny  side  outwards.  It  is  then  tied  on  with 
the  roots  towards  the  tail  of  the  fly,  and  after  a 
couple  of  turns  the  silk  is  brought  round  the  hook 
in  front.  The  wing  is  then  split  with  a  needle  into 
about  equal  moieties,  and  the  silk  is  passed  through 
the  gap,  round  underneath  the  neck  and  back 
figure-of-eight  wise,  and  then  the  root-ends  are  cut 
oS  fairly  close  and  vy^hipped  down.  If  the  tier 
wants  to  roll  the  wings,  he  ties  on  two  rolled  slips 
alongside  in  precisely  the  same  way. 


WEIGHT  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  Mr. 
E.  Phillips,  the  Daventry  perch  of  4|lb.  and  51b. 
is  one  and  the  same,  only  ttiat  the  lesssr  weight  is 
the  correct  ons.  It  has  grown  a  Jib.  after  capture — - 
it  is  a  poor  sort  of  perch  which  cannot  do  that,  or 
even  more  than  that.  Mr.  Phillips  alludes  to  a 
61b.  loz.  perch  caught  in  1876  by  "  Oborne,  the 
Royal  fisherman  there."  Will  he  s&y  oi  where  ?  I 
was  not  aware  there  was  a  "Royal  fisherman"  at 
Daventry  Reservoir.  Does  he  mean  Osborne,  of 
Virginia  Water  ?  In  reply  to  "  Luce,"  who  inquires 
in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Jan.  7,  "Would  a  41b. 
perch  be  equal  to  a  301b.  pike  ?  "  Speaking  per- 
sonally, I  would  rather  capture  a  41b.  perch. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jabdine. 


AN  OLD  ANGLING  MS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  fail  to  find  any  mention  of  the 
Bracken  Clock  in  any  old  North  Country  books 
on  angling,  and  neittier  Jackson,  Theakson,  or 
Pritt  give  it.  This  is  rather  strange,  for  it  has 
been  a  favourite  lure  in  the  north  for  many  years. 
With  us  beetles  are  called  "clocks,"  hence  that 
kitchen  pest  the  blackbeetle  is  known  as  black- 
clock,  and  the  bracken  beetle  becomes  the  bracken 
clock.  If  the  observant  angler  in  fishing  any 
mountain  burns  notices  the  rooks  busy  amongst 
the  bracken  fern  (Pteris  aquilina)  he  may  be  certain 
they  are  feeding  on  the  larvae  and  beetle  found  at 
the  roots  of  tbe  bracken.  My  manager  tells  me 
some  years  ago  he  saw  "  a  manuscript  book  giving 
dressings  of  flies  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  the  Monks  of  Jervaux,  in  which  the  Bracken 
Clock  was  included."  This  may  be  of  some  little 
assistance  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon.  I  doubt  I  cannot 
enlighten  him  much  as  to  when  the  word  "Omer  " 
was  used  for  grayling.  I  should  say  it  is  purely  a 
localism.  The  nearest  approach  to  it,  so  far  as  I 
can  find,  is  given  by  Pritt  in  the  "  Book  of  the 
Grayling."  Latin,  "  Umbra  " — a  shade  or  shadow. 
The  French  "Ombre"  is  merely  the  Latin  word 
altered;  in  old  French  it  was  "Umbre,"  and  we 
may  have  got  both  our  forms  "Umber"  and 
"  Oumer "  from  the  French,  but  this  is  by  no 
means  certain.  Many  years  ago  in  answer  to  a 
dalesman's  inquiry  as  to  "Have  ye  gotten  ought, 
sir  ?  "  I  proudly  lifted  up  the  lid  of  my  creel,  and 
let  him  look  at  some  good  grayling.  As  soon  as  he 
caught  sight  of  them,  he  contemptuously  exclaimed, 
"  Why,  them's  nobbut  umers  1  " — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,       J ohn  E  Miller. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


FISH  CANNOT  FEEL  PAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  recently  on  the  pier  I  hooked 
a  fish  on  imreliable  fine  gut,  or  I  struck  too  hard 
and  the  hook  went.  Three  minutes  after  I  landed  a 
codling  of  l|lb.,  and  to  my  surprise  found  he  had  the 
two  hooks  in  his  mouth,  the  first  one  right  down  his 
throat.  Awhile  ago  a  passer-by  struck  a  fish  on  a 
hand-line  I  had  out  and  missed  him.  Five  minutes 
after  a  friend,  fishing  a  little  way  off,  got  a  cod  of 
91b.,  which  Handed  for  him,  to  find,  besides  his  own 
hook,  a  hook  of  mine  (baited  with  mussel),  which  a 
rock  whiting  had  taken,  and  which  was  still  kicking 
about  in  the  cod's  mouth.  Cod,  at  any  rate,  can 
feel  little  pain,— Youri  truly,      R.  W.  Vebnon.  ^ 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  have  to  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  It  was  only  on  Dec.  3  last  that  I  had 
this  note  about  him :  — 

"In  consequence,  I  regret  to  say,  of  his  loss  of 
sight,  our  old  friend,  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  the  very 
popular  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  had 
to  resign  the  presidency,  though  he  is  still  a  member. 
In  a  note  from  him  which  I  had  the  other  day  he 
writes  cheerfully  in  spite  of  the  great  trial  of  loss 
of  sight  and  increasing  deafness.  He  says: — '  I 
am  fairly  well  within  myself,  and  during  the  fine 
weather  spend  most  of  my  time  in  the  garden 
accompanied  by  my  faithful  dog ;  now  the  winter 
is  on  us  I  vegetate  indoors  in  my  armchair.'  Mr. 
Fennings  was  for  many  years  the  hon.  treasurer 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  which  never  had  a  better 
or  more  respected  officer  in  that  important  post. 
In  1889,  I  think  it  was,  Mr.  Fennings  read  a  paper 
giving  a  history  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  from 
1836  to  1888.  This  very  interesting  paper  was 
afterwards  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society,  and  I  believe  it  is  now  out  of  print ;  if 
so,  I  hope  the  society  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  reprinting  it  and  bringing  it  up  to  date." 

Mr.  Fennings  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

The  Earl's  Court  Naval,  Shipping  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  never  fails  to  lend  his 
powerful  assistance  to  anything  which  is  likely  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  military  and  commercial 
navy  and  the  fisheries  of  this  country,  and  as  will 
be  seen  from  a  report  in  another  column  his  lordship 
presided  on  Friday  afternoon  in  last  week  at  a 
meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  the  exhibition, 
which  is  to  open  at  Earl's  Court  on  May  1  next. 
As  Admiral  Fremantle  pointed  out,  important 
affairs  of  this  kind,  which  in  other  lands  are  usually 
promoted  and  supported  by  the  State,  have  to 
depend  on  private  enterprise  in  this  country,  and  in 
many  ways  it  is  certainly  better  that  this  should  be 


so.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  hearty 
support  which  has  already  been  promised  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  makes  it  very  safe  to  prophesy 
that  the  exhibition  will  be  a  great  success.  I  feel 
confident  that  no  firm  taking  part  in  it  will  regret 
doing  so. 

Messrs.  Anderson's  Annual  Sale  of 
Waterproofs,  etc. 

As  will  be  seen  from  their  advertisement,  Messrs 
Anderson's,  Ltd.,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  and 
58  and  59,  Charing  Cross,  S.W.,  commence  their 
great  annual  sale  on  Feb.  1.  Very  good  bargains,, 
indeed,  are  to  be  had  during  the  sale,  which  lasts 
during  February. 


Pacific  Salmon  and  the  Salmon  Fly. 

Herr  Jafi^e,  probably  our  best  European  autliority 
on  the  Salmonidaj  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  North 
America,  wites  :  — 

"  The  fish  described  by  your  correspondent 
'  Dotterel  Dun,'  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  17,  is  doubt- 
less a  steelhead  (Salmo  gairdneri),  the  very  same 
kind  of  fish  referred  to  by  your  correspondent  the 
Hon.  D.  B.  Fearing  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  14. 

"  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Fearing  that  many  of  the 
so-called  Pacific  salmon  taken  with  the  fly  are  steel- 
heads.  I  should  go  even  further,  and  say  that  there 
is  a  strong  presumption  that  all  were  steelheads. 
I  have  had  several  goes  here  at  the  true  Pacific 
salmon  (the  Salmo  quinnat).  The  family  is  a  large 
one,  and  the  cUfl'erent  oncorhynchi — red-fish,  kmg- 
fish,  humpbacked,  true  quinnat — may  all  well  be 
classed  under  this  name,  being  in  my  opinion  mere 
varieties  of  the  quinnat.  The  fish  is  not  desirable 
for  our  European  waters,  though  extremely  easy  to 
raise,  and  does  not,  in  my  experience,  take  the  fly 
after  the  second  year,  and  is  as  an  adult  fish  much 
subject  to  fungus.  We  can  do  better  here  with  our 
Salmo  salar. 

"  Now  as  to  the  steelhead,  you  can  have  no  better 
description  than  the  one  given  by  Mr.  Feilding  in 
the  Field  some  years  ago  (1901)  :— 

Steelhead  and  Pacific  Salmon. 
Since  so  much  has  of  late  been  said  of  the  steel- 
head salmon  (Salmo  gairdneri),  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  its  habits  and  sporting  qualities 
in  its  native  waters.  Fu-st,  his  sporting  qualities, 
which  I  will  vouch  for  being  second  to  none,  the 
Atlantic  salmon  included.  He  has  all  the  spirit  and 
fight  of  our  salmon,  and,  taking  size  for  size,  the 
steelhead  is  by  far  the  greater  fighter.  AVhen  hooked 
he  generally  jumps  right  out  of  the  water  and  then 
makes  a  mad  rush  down  stream,  often  jumping  out 
of  the  water  again.  He  will  smash  any  tackle  that 
bears  a  fly  unless  most  skilfully  handled.  The  fly 
used  is  an  ordinary  salmon  fly  of  perhaps  a  darker  tint 
than  those  usually  tied  in  this  coimtry.  In  general 
appearance  he  is  just  like  a  grilse,  but  on  closer 
examination  he  will  be  found  to  be,  except  for  colour 
(that  is,  when  fresh  run),  the  cut  and  build  of  a  large 
rainbow.  The  steelhead  salmon  is  migratory,  but 
not,  like  the  Atlantic  salmon,  compulsorily  so,  for 
he  is  found  existing  in  many  inland  and  land-locked 
lakes.  When  migratory  he  loses  the  carmine  streak 
that  stamps  him  and  the  rainbow,  and  takes  on  the 
silvery  scales  of  a  fresh-run  salmon.  He  spawns 
regularly  every  year  in  February,  and  is  in  every  way 
seasonable  at  the  same  time  as  the  rainbow.  Being 
extremely  hardy,  and  not  so  subject  to  saprolegnia 
as  the  fario  and  salar,  he  is  being  largely  culti- 
vated in  the  western  States.' 

'  The  fish  is  very  game,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
very  migratory  ;  still,  I  like  it,  and  raise  it  quite 
largely  here  as  it  is  a  better-coloured  and  gamer  fish 
than  the  rainbow  and  a  quicker  grower. 

"  If  you  will  allow  me  a  word  about  my  experience 
with  other  American  Salmonidae— I  believe  there  are 
not  many  I  have  not  raised,  from  the  quinnat  to  the 
mykiss— I  might  say  that  S.  fontiyialis  is  only  desir- 
able in  very  cold,  deep,  enclosed  waters,  where  there 
is  no  danger  m  oustuig  local  varieties  of  char  ;  it  is 
rather  subject  to  intestinal  disorders  even  in  a  state 
of  nature,  and  a  distinct  cannibal  when  gro^vn  up — 
with  all  that  a  game  fish.  There  is  nothing  better 
than  rainbow  for  enclosed  waters,  where  the  brown 
trout  will  not  thrive.  It  is  desirable  to  renew  the 
stock  every  fourth  year,  and  thoroughly  reduce  the 
older  planted  fish.  It  is  distinctly  not  a  cannibal,  but 
the  fish  ages  quickly,  and  is  rarely  in  good  condition 
after  the  fifth  year.  The  namaycush  (a  char)  is  a 
most  pronounced  cannibal,  undesirable  for  oiu-  or 
your  waters.    S.  mykiss  (Clarkii,  cut-throat  trout) 


is  a  very  fine  game  fish,  extremely  shy,  not 
migratory,  and  beautifully  coloured.  There  never 
was  an  uglier  name  for  a  prettier  fish,  and  I  much 
prefer  to  call  it  black-spotted  trout,  from  the  large 
number  of  black  spots  (not  stars)  crowding  over  it, 
particularly  towards  the  tail ;  or  purple  trout,  from 
tlie  fiery  red  streak  on  belly  and  lower  jaw,  which 
caused  the  Yankee  name  of  '  cut-throat.'  " 

Valuable  Advice  re  Rainbows— The  Question  of 
Feeding  Wild  Trout. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  his  very  interesting  remark  s 
Herr  Jaffe  points  out  a  failing  of  the  rainbow  to 
which  I  have  more  than  once  called  attention.  His 
experience  has  evidently  been  the  same  as  ours — 
namely,  that  the  rainbow  trout  seems  to  fall  off 
rapidly  after  attaining  a  certain  age,  and  to  have 
good  rainbow  fishing  you  must  keep  on  replenishing 
the  stock  and  kill  off  the  older  fish,  as  they  give  up 
feeding  on  fly  and  seem  to  degenerate.  Of  course, 
it  is  a  question  of  food,  and  if  there  is  an  unlimited 
supply  of  suitable  food  which  the  fish  can  always 
and  easily  get,  he  will  grow  to  81b.  or  lOlb.  weight  in 
three  or  four  years.  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced 
that  unless  the  natural  food  supply  is  much  greater 
than  in  the  majority  of  our  British  streams,  the  only 
way  to  get  good  trout  fishing  for  fish  in  good  con- 
dition early  in  the  season  is  to  feed  them  well  in  the 
winter  months  ;  by  doing  this,  and  by  damming  up  a 
small  stream,  a  friend  of  mme  in  the  Midlands  has 
grand  trout  and  plenty  of  them,  and  ready  for  the 
basket  early  in  May,  or  even  April.  We  all  know 
waters  where  the  feed  is  so  poor  the  trout  can  never 
get  into  really  good  condition,  and  others  where 
the  "  in  condition  "  season  lasts  but  for  a  few  weeks. 

A  Strange  Tale. 

A  strange  tale  was  sent  out  one  day  recently  from 
Woodrufl",  Wisconsin,  as  follows  : — 

"  What  has  been  regarded  as  a  peculiar  pheno- 
menon of  Nature  was  explained  on  Jan.  5.  Ever 
since  Rice  Lake  was  frozen  over  it  has  been  noticed 
that  a  narrow  channel  was  always  open  at  the 
entrance  to  the  thoroughfare  leading  intojAlder  Lake. 
Tom  Miller,  early  that  morning,  noticed  that  a  thin 
coatuig  of  ice  had  formed  during  the  night.  While 
looking  at  it  he  was  astonished  to  see  a  big  masca- 
longe  start  from  the  east  shore,  and,  acting  for  all 
the  world  like  a  tug  bucking  heavy  ice,  break  its  way 
to  the  other  shore.  Reaching  that,  the  big  fish 
which,  according  to  Miller,  must  have  weighed  751b., 
started  back,  trimming  up  the  rough  edges  of  the 
channel.  Mr.  Miller  says  it  was  the  most  remarkable 
sight  he  ever  witnessed." 

Quite  a  nice  fish  story.  I  have  seen  a  pike  when 
feeding  on  natural  bait  bulge  up  the  ice  just  formed 
on  the  surface  for  some  distance.  Probably  that  old 
mascalonge  (which  is  a  pike)  knew  by  experience 
that  the  small  fry  congregate  round  an  opening  in 
the  ice. 


An  Enormous  Huchen. 

Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  who  has  had  so  many  great 
fights  with  big  huchen  and  killed  so  many,  writes  to 
me  on  Jan.  18  : — "A  few  days  ago,  when  fishing  the 
Inn,  I  lost  the  '  record  '  huchen.  I  played  him  for 
about  six  minutes,  and  then,  alas,  the  tackle  came 
away  !  Evidently  the  fish  was  but  slightly  hooked, 
as  there  was  no  extra  strain  and  the  Pennell-Bromley 
flight  was  iminjured.  I  put  its  weight  at  weU  over 
601b.,  possibly  over  701b. — and  you  know  I  have 
had  some  experience  ^vith  big  huchen."  I  am  sorry 
the  doctor  was  so  unfortunate  ;  still,  it  is  an  honour 
to  have  been  connected  with  such  a  fish  even  for 
five  minutes. 

Fourteen  Tons  of  Rainbows. 

Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean  is  evidently  greatly  im- 
pressed with  the  exhibit  which  the  \vise  and  wide- 
awake government  of  New  Zealand  sent  to  the 
St.  Louis  World's  Fair,  and  -WTites  very  enthusias- 
tically about  the  country  as  "  A  Sportsman's  Para- 
dise "  in  Forest  and  Stream,  from  which  I  give  a  few- 
extracts  on  another  page.  In  New  Zealand  the 
rainbow  trout  of  California  appears  to  be  quite  at 
home.  Durkig  the  angling  season  ending  April  15, 
1904,  nearly  fourteen  tons— that  is,  over  30,0001b. 
weight  of  rambows— are  said  to  have  been  taken 
from  one  lake.  Two  anglers  in  one  day  had  a  basket 
of  twenty-seven  rainbows  averaging  61b. '  each  ; 
another  angler  in  two  days  caught  twenty-two  brace 
also  averaging  over  61b,  a  fish. 
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Why  not  put  New  Zealand  Trout  into  Our 
Waters?— An  Offer. 
As  I  have  more  than  once  suggested  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  when  speaking  at  meetings  of  anglers, 
it  would  be  a  grand  thing  if  we  could  stock  some  of 
our  British  and  Irish  rivers  and  lakes  with^trout  from 
New  Zealand.  Everybody  says,  "  Yes,  why  not  ? 
it  is  a  capital  idea."  But  we  have  got  "no  for- 
rader." It  may  help  matters  a  bit  if  I  can  get  a  few 
of  our  leading  fish-breeders  to  undertake  to  receive 
some  thousands  of  New  Zealand  trout  eggs,  hatch 
them,  and  do  the  right  thing  by  the  fry.  I  think  I 
can  undertake  to  get  the  eggs  for  them  free  of  charge, 
provided  that  a  fair  percentage  of  the  resulting 
yearlings  are  placed  at  my  disposal  for  turning  into 
public  waters.  It  would  be  a  very  interesting  and, 
I  believe,  useful  experiment,  and  although  I  do  not 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  New  Zealanders  would 
grow  as  they  do  in  their  own  comitry,  such  a  fine, 
strong  race  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  many 
of  our  waters. 

Otter  V.  Salmon. 

Our  Kendal  correspondent  says  :  — 

"  A  somewhat  strange  encounter  between  an 
otter  and  a  big  salmon  was  witnessed  on  the  River 
Leven — the  output  of  Windermere — the  other  day, 
halfway  l^gtween  Backbarrow  and  Newby  Bridge. 
The  otter  seized  the  fish,  which  made  a  violent 
struggle  to  escape,  and  for  fully  half-an-hour  the 
fight  went  on — sometimes  on  the  surface  of  the 
stream,  sometimes  underneath.  Then  the  fish  was 
exhausted,  and  was  baited  to  the  bank  and  partly 
eaten.  The  occurrence  was  seen  from  the  high 
road,  which  at  the  spot  where  the  encounter  took 
place  adjoins  the  stream." 

Possible  to  Get  the  Striped  Bass  over  from 
America  for  Our  Waters. 

IVIr.  S.  G.  Worth,  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  who  is  making  experiments  in  the  culti- 
vation of  that  grand  American  food  and  game  fish, 
the  striped  bass,  very  kindly  answers  a  letter  I  sent 
him  on  the  subject  of  its  possible  introduction  into 
this  country  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  courteous  letter 
received  to-day  (Jan.  10),  I  am  pleased  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  striped  bass  can  be  transferred  with- 
out difficulty  to  the  waters  of  Great  Britain.  With  fry 
at  our  command  in  consequence  of  recent  develop- 
ments the  operation  could  be  timed  with  accuracy, 
as  it  would  be  practicable  to  place  the  embryo  fish 
in  ponds  containing  natural  food  and  rear  them  to 
any  desired  size  in  preparation  for  the  journey.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  the  fry  could  be  taken  across 
immediately  following  their  emergence  from  the 
eggs,  but  this  point  will  not  be  established  until  I 
make  a  test  in  the  coming  spring  of  their  endurance 
in  cans  such  as  we  use  in  transporting  our  young  fish. 
The  young  should  be  placed  in  fresh  water  entirely 
above  salt  water,  and  in  streams  with  rapids  among 
rock  boulders.  Spawning  is  done  in  such  places 
10  to  200  miles  above  salt  water,  the  fry  dropping 
down  stream  subsequently,  the  precise  time  not 
yet  being  known.  They  descend,  however,  before 
cold  weather.  Old  and  young  spend  the  cold 
months  in  salt  water.  As  you  learn  more  of  this 
fish  you  will  experience  a  rapidly-growing  admira- 
tion.   It  is  destined  to  take  place  in  the  front  rank.'; 

A  Reported  381b.  Irish  Pike. 

Some  of  the  papers  have  had  accounts  of  the 
capture  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Robinson,  J.P.,  recently  of  a 
pike  said  to  weigh  381b.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Robinson 
for  authentic  details  as  regards  length,  girth,  and 
weight,  and  if  he  will  lend  it  to  us  for  the  Earl's 
Court  Fisheries  Exhibition.  One  account  says  it 
was  Aii.  in  length,  another  an  inch  less,  which  is  not 
much,  except  that  every  inch  in  a  pike  that  size 
means  a  difference  of  probably  pounds  in  weight. 

Plenty  of  Live  Thames  Dace  and  Gudgeon. 

ilrs.  Sowerbutts,  of  151,  Commercial-street, 
Shoreditch,  N.E.,  writes:  — 

"  Dkar  Sir, — In  your  '  Occasional  Notes  '  of  last 
week's  issue  I  see  there  is  a  complaint  of  scarcity 
of  Thames  dace  for  bait.  I  can  assure  you  I  have 
had  the  largest  stock  in  London  this  season,  and 
have  still  a  large  stock  at  present,  all  sizes.  Also 
gudgeon  and  minnows."  R.  B,  Mabston^ 


FLY-FISHING    ON    THE  TEST— 
1840  TO  1842. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LORD    GLENT WORTH'S 
FISHING  DIARY. 


(Continued  from  page  40.) 
"A  Glorious  Day" — Thirty-nine  Brace. 

Monday,  May  17,  1841.  —  Longparish,  from 
lower  island  to  rails.  Wind,  south;  strong 
breeze,  duU  sky,  inclined  to  rain,  warm.  Water 
low  and  clear,  strong  ripple.  Flies  used:  II,  12, 
26,  and  30  (Sand  Fly,  Stone  Fly,  Fern  Fly,  and 
Marlow  Buzz).:  Barometer  at  noon,  29  "320;  ther- 
mometer, 65.  "This  was  in  truth  a  glorious  day. 
I  went  out  at  eleven,  and  at  half-past  two  p.m. 
had  caught  twenty-five  brace.  At  4  p.m;  I  com- 
menced again,  and  caught  fourteen  brace  more, 
making  thirty-nine  brace;  Of  these  I  killed 
eighteen  fish  weighing  13^1b.  This  appears  a 
trifling  weight,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  I 
only  kill  half  and  three-quarter  pounders  until 
they  are  in  good  season.  I  caught  five  or  six  brace 
of  much  larger  fish.'' 

Tuesday,  May  18,  1841.— "  Caught  twenty -two 
brace,  an  average  day,'-  etc.  Flies  used:  March 
Brown,  Sand  Fly,  and  Philipp's  Fly. 

(Lord  Glentworth  seems  to  have  had  little  regard 
for  the  kind  of  fly  which  was  on  the  water.  I 
wonder  what  Philipp's  Fly  was  like. — R.  B.  M.) 

"  Should  have  had  Fifty  Brace  or  More." 

Wednesday,  May  19,  1841. — High  south  wind, 
heavy  rain  and  thunder.  Lord  G.  caught  twenty- 
one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  with  Cow  Dung  Fly, 
March  Brown,  Sand  Fly,  Downhill  Fly,  Red  Palmer, 
and  Philipp's  Fly.  "  Fish  rose  freely,  but  very- 
short,  and  for  about  ten  rises  I  could  hook  only 
about  one  fish  so  as  to  land  him.  Had  I  landed 
every  fish  I  hooked  I  should  have  had  fifty  brace 
or  more." 

Next  day  he  got  sixteen  and  a  half  brace.  "Fish 
rose  shorter  than  ever.  It  certainly  tells  to  kill  the 
male  ones  as  yet ;  they  are  in  fine  order.  I  had  a 
brace  for  dinner,  and  never  eat  better  fish.". 

Those  Weeds  ! 

On  May  21  our  angler  caught  thirteen  and  a  half 
brace,  but  complains  his  fishing  was  spoilt.  One 
word  will  tell  all — Lord  Portsmouth's  people  were 
cutting  weeds.  "Had  they  not,  I  should  have  killed 
more  than  any  day  yet.". 

Next  day  he  has  the  same  complaint.  "  Very 
provoking  this.  I  must  cut  my  weeds,  and  so 
make  them  all  come  down  together. "- 

"May  Fly  Rising  Strongly." 

The  weed  nuisance  spoils  sport  for  some  days, 
and  then  we  have  this  entry : — 

Friday,  May  28,  1841. — Longparish,  Longbridge, 
and  upwards.  Wind  south,  not  much.  Very  bright, 
clouded  at  times,  cooler.  Water  lower  and  clearer. 
Flies  used :  Blue  Dun,  Peacock  Fly,  Coachman  (and 
79,  but  as  there  are  only  72  in  Lord  G.'s  list  this 
must  be  meant  for  29  I  think— the  Grey  Drake. — 
R.  B.  M.)  "Too  bright  to  do  much,  but  as  the 
wind  was  in  a  better  quarter  had  better  sport. 
Caught  eleven  brace,  and  Lady  Baynes  one  brace, 
Sir  William  one  brace,  and  Miss  Baynes  one  brace, 
who  I  asked  to  fish.  Had  they  began  earlier  than 
they  did  (five  p.m.),  they  would  have  had  sport. 
It  is  as  I  suspected,  the  fish  were  at  work  on  the 
bottom  on  the  May  Fly,  which  is  rising  strongly." 

Next  day :  "  Wanted  some  fish  to  take  to  town, 
so  got  them  with  shoe-net,  and  some  small  ones 
Avith  the  fly,"- 

Sport  with  the  May  Fly  at  Longparish 
IN  1841. 

Friday,  June  4,  1841.  —  Longparish,  whole 
river.  Wind,  north-west.  Weather  bright.  Water, 
low  and  clear.  Fly,  May  Fly.  Barometer  at 
noon,  29-870  ;  thermometer  at  noon,  68.  "  Sir  W. 
Carew,  Mr;  Fortescue,  and  Barnard  came  down 
with  me  from  town.  It  was  an  unfavourable  day, 
and  Sir  W.  Carew  had  never  fished  before ;  we  only 
caught  thirty-three  brace  and  three  coarse  fish." 

Saturday,  June  5,  1841. — Wind  and  weather 
much  the  same^  "  A  far  better  day.  Though  Sir 
W;  Carew  broke  my  rod,  he  greatly  improved  in 
his  knowledge  of  it ;  Barnard  and  Fortescue  are 
old  hands.  We  caught  eighty  brace,  of  which  I 
caught  twenty-nine  brace.  Twenty-seven  brace 
kept,  weighing  38|lb.'J 


Wednesday  in  Ascot  Week,  1841,  at 
Chalfont  Parkj 

Wednesday,  June  9,  1841. — South-west  wind; 
very  bright.  Water  very  low  and  clear.  "This 
was  no  fishing  day ;  but  as  the  Wednesday  in  the 
Ascot  week  is  never  a  very  good  day  for  racing  I 
took  my  rod  and  went  out  fishing.  1  caught  three 
and  a  half  brace.  Mr.  Hibbert's  stream  (in  Chal- 
font Park)  is  narrow  and  very  shallow  just  at  this 
time,  in  most  parts  the  water  being  low;  it  is, 
however,  a  very  pretty  stream,  and  most  admirably 
managed  by  means  of  ar'tificial  weirs.  Mr.  H. 
evidently  understands  it  and  has  done  it  well.  The 
fish  are  very  fine  and  a  good  stock  in  the  water, 
and  they  are  as  red  as  salmon.'' 

Next  day  Lord  Glentworth  again  fished*  Mr. 
Hibbert's  water — a  better  day.  He  got  eight  and 
a  half  brace,  keeping  three  and  a  half  brace,  ll^lb. 

Ju7ie  15. — On  his  own  water,  after  coming  down 
from  town,  caught  two  brace  with  May  Fly  for 
supper  "  with  much  difficulty." 

Next  day.  Sir  W.  Carew  and  Mr.  Fortescue  fished 
with  Lord  G.,  and  they  got  seventeen  and  a  half 
brace  between  one  o'clock  and  dinner,  using  Alder, 
Green  Drake,  Red  Palmer,  Caperer,  and  Kingdom 
Fly.  "  We  all  went  over  to  Overton  in  the  evening." 
Lord  G.  appears  to  have  kept  only  three  and  a  half 
brace,  weighing  5 Jib.,  of  those  he  caught. 

The  Weed  Cutting  Nuisance.  , 
Thursday,  June  17,  1841.— On  Mr.  Troughton's 
water  at  Overton.  Flies  used :  Sand  Fly.  Yellow 
Dun,  Dark  Mackerel,  and  Philipp's  Fly;  "  Had  not 
the  water  been  rather  coloured,  in  consequence  of 
the  mill  above  being  under  repair,  I  could  have 
done  nothing.  Hardly  a  breath  of  air  and  very 
bright.  I  contrived,  however,  to  catch  twelve 
brace"  (of  which  he  kept  six,  weighing  9  Jib.).  "Ihad 
leave  to  fish  at  Mr.  Portal's,  but  the  river  there  was 
like  pea  soup,  as  they  were  cutting  the  weeds.  Had 
I  known  this  I  should  have  saved  a  long  walk. 

"Why  cannot  people  act  fairly  and  say  at  once 
that  as  the  weeds  are  cutting  there  is  no  use  trying 
to  fish,  instead  of  pretending  to  give  a  day's  fishing, 
well  knowing  one  can  do  nothing.  Mr.  Troughton 
is  a  trump." 

The  weed  cutting  all  through  the  May  Fly  fishing 
seems  to  have  been  continual,  judging  from  Lord 
Glentworth's  grumbles  about  it,  though  he  generally 
records  from  ten  to  twenty-five  brace. 

From  June  29  to  July  4  he  was  "  electioneering", 
or  otherwise  engaged,  and  did  little  fishing. 

Monday,  July  5,  1841. — "Cricket  match;  did 
not  fish.  Got  five  brace  in  shoe-net  to  send  up  for 
our  B.D.O.  dinner." 

Fr6m  July  12  to  17  Lord  G.  seems  to  have 
been  employed  chiefly  in  building  some  trelhs-work 
in  the  garden. 

Tuesday,  July  20,  1841. — "  A  capital  day.  I  only 
went  out  from  three  to  eight  o'clock,  and  caught 
twenty-five  brace.  Had  I  cared  about  more  I 
could  have  caught  many,  but  I  only  wanted  to 
make  up  a  round  number.  The  large  fish,  however, 
rose  shyly.' 1  Flies  used :  Sky  Blue,  Fern  Fly, 
and  Aldei-. 

"  A  public  dinner  to  Sir  John  Pollen  at  Andover 
prevented  my  fishing  next  day." 

On  Thursday  "  young  Thompson  fished  with  me. 
I  caught  twenty -three  brace,  he  twenty  brace.  I 
lost  a  brace  of  splendid  fish,  above  21b.  each,  as 
I  saw  them  leap  when  hooked.  I  think  they  were 
about  the  best  fish  I  have  hooked.''  Flies:  Sky 
Blue,  Fern  Fly,  Alder,  and  Caperer. 

From  July  26  to  30,  1841,  yachting  with  the 
Hibberts  at  Anglesea. 

Monday,  Aug.  2,  1841. — "A  very  good  day 
indeed.  I  fished  up  the  Mill  Pool  before  dinner 
and  caught  twenty  brace ;  afterwards  I  fished 
below  the  rails  in  the  upper  water,  and  caught  eleven 
and  a  half  brace  "  (he  kept  fourteen  fish  weighing 
111b.).  "The  fish  rose  beautifully."  Flies:  Sand 
Fly.  Gravel  Bed,  Caperer,  and  Phihpp's  Fly. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  4,  1841.  —  "Mr.  St.  John 
arrived  at  half-past  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
after  breakfast  we  fished  till  luncheon  time.  We 
caught  only  seventeen  and  a  half  brace ''  (they 
only  kept  five  brace  weighing  7|lb.). 

A  Good  Day  on  Colonel  Hawker's  Water 
with  Mr.  St,  John. 

Thursday,  Aug.  5,  1841. — Longparish,  Dance's 
Mill  and  Baily's  Mill.  South-west  gale,  very  wet. 
Water  high  and  weedy.  Barometer,  28-990; 
thermometer,  62.  "  We  fished  Colonel  Hawker's 
water  at  the  lower  mill;  it  poured  in  torrents,  but' 
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the  fish  about  sunset  rose  in  the  most  extraordinary 
manner;  we  caught  thirty-five  and  a  half  brace, 
Mr.  St.  John  many  with  the  large  salmon  fly  he 
happened  to  have  in  his  book.  He  has  two  flies, 
a  blue-bodied  and  a  claret-bodied,  something  like 
Hofland's  Fancy  but  larger,  which  I  have  called  by 
his  name,  and  very  killing  ones  they  are."  Of  the 
thirty-five  and  a  half  brace  caught  they  kept 
fifteen  brace  weighing  20|lb. 

Next  day  they  caught  twenty-three  and  a  half 
brace.  "  but  we  did  not  fag  as  Mr.  St.  John  had  a 
bad  cold,  and  I  was  busy  superintending  the  laying 
down  of  some  more  weirs  and  weed  cutting,  and 
we  gave  up  early  as  we  both  dined  at  Hurstborne." 

Mr.  St.  John  was  doubtless  the  celebrated  author 
of  "  The  Moor  and  the  Loch."- 

Saturday,  Auq.  7,  1841. — South-west  wind.  Not 
a  good  day.  Lord  G.  and  Mr.  St.  John  caught 
thirty -nine  and  a  half  brace.  "  There  are  some 
very  large  fish,  but  not  in  good  condition,  and  in 
many  places,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  they  are  in  very 
bad  order." 

Nothing  of  importance  recorded  for  the  rest  of 
the  season,  and  on  Aug.  30  Lord  Glentworth  con- 
eludes  his  diary  for  the  year  1841  as  follows  : — 

"Thus  ended  the  season  of  1841,  and  for  the 
number  of  fish  left  and  the  improvement  I  have 
made  in  the  river  by  making  weirs,  boat-house, 
etc.,  next  year  ought  to  be  a  good  one,  though  I 
fear  I  have  committed  a  great  fault  in  leaving,  if 
anything,  too  large  a  stock  of  fish.".  There  can  be 
no  doubt  his  lordship  was  right  in  his  fears ;  the 
poor  condition  of  the  larger  fish  and  the  great 
numbers  of  smaller  ones  caught  prove  that  the  food 
supply  was  insufiicient  to  keep  the  stock  in  good 
condition. 

He  gives  the 

Total  fob  the  Season  of  1841. 

Ninety-five  days,  2275  trout  caught;  of  these  he 
kept  712,  weighing  6011b. — not  a  good  average  for 
Test  trout,  but  it  must  be  remembered  the  fish  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  river  run  much  smaller  than 
in  the  lower  reaches. 

The  record  for  1842  is  better,  as  will  be  seen  from 
extracts  which  I  wiU  make  from  the  diary,  feeling 
sure  that  this  carefully  kept  account  of  sport  sixty 
years  ago  will  interest  other  fly  fishers  as  much  as 
it  does  me.  R.  B.  Makston. 


{To  he  continued.) 

NOTES  ON  EESEEVOIE 
FISHING. 

By  "Lancashiee  Lad.". 


FLY 


(Continued  from  page  46.) 
PART  n. 

EQtnPMEKT — Rod,  Reel,  and  Line — Haib  versus 
Gut  Tackle — Eyed  versus  Ordinary  Hooks, 

ETC. 

Having  considered  the  questions  of  wind,  sun, 
season,  and  bottom,  I  propose  to  deal  with  the 
equipment  of  the  fly  fisher,  and  how  best  to  utilise 
it.  I  will,  however,  first  premise  that  such  articles 
as  baskets,  bags,  fly-books  do  not  directly  influence 
the  catch,  and  their  choice  can  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  would-be  angler.  The  type  of  rod, 
reel,  and  reel  line  ought  to  depend  entirely  upon 
whether  it  is  intended  to  use  hair  tackle  or  gut. 
Many  angling  authors  deprecate  the  use  of  hair 
altogether  as  being  quite  unreliable,  and  for  many 
years  the  writer  was  inclined  to  share  in  its 
absolute  condemnation.  The  bad  character 
acquired  by  hair  tackle  is,  in  my  present  later 
opinion,  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  anglers,  like 
myself,  have  tried  to  employ  it  in  conjimction  with 
a  rod,  reel,  and  line  that  have  been  expressly 
designed  for  fishing  with  gut,  and  that  are  quite 
ill-adapted  to  the  use  of  hair.  Again,  the  nature 
of  hair  is  so  essentially  different  from  that  of  gut 
that  the  knots  and  treatment  of  the  latter  will  not  do 
for  hair,  and  quite  probably  the  use  of  such  knots 
has  had  much  to  do  with  the  condemnation  of  hair. 
I  have  now  so  far  qualified  my  earlier  opinions  on 
the  matter  that  I  use  both  kinds  of  tackle  accord- 
ing to  circumstances  hereunder  named,  but  I  am 
careful  when  using  hair  to  also  employ  a  rod,  reel, 
and  line  of  proper  build  for  the  purpose.  If  there 
were  no  advantage  in  using  hair  at  all,  we  could,  of 
course,  ignore  its  consideration  ;  because  gut  is 
actually  cheaper  than  really  good  hair,  and  bulk 
for  bulk  it  is  very  much  stronger.   I  think,  how- 


ever, there  can  be  little  question  among  those  who 
have  persistently  tried  both  that  good  hair  tackle 
is  greatly  superior  to  gut  in  the  matter  of  rising 
and  hooking  shy  trout  in  well-fished  reservoirs. 
It  is  claimed  on  behalf  of  hair  that  when  immersed 
in  the  water  it  is  less  visible  than  gut  of  the  same 
or  even  less  thickness,  that  it  falls  lighter  on  the 
water,  and  that  the  indispensable  droppers  do  not 
twist  round  the  cast  as  they  do  with  gut.  It  must, 
I  think,  be  granted  that  a  dropper  twisted  round 
the  cast  is  for  the  time  being  worse  than  useless. 
In  using  hair  tackle,  if  a  breakage  does  occur  at  all, 
it  is  almost  invariably  at  the  moment  of  striking. 
Now  striking,  and  quick  striking,  too,  with  too 
often  a  partially  slack  or  wind- curved  line,  is  im- 
perative in  reservoir  fly  fishing,  and  if  our  hair  cast 
is  attached  to  the  end  of  an  absolutely  non-stretch- 
ing enamelled  line,  worked  by  a  stiff  quick-action 
rod,  and  wound  on  the  ordinary  type  of  metal  plate 
reel,  then  a  strike  of  even  limited  force  too  often 
must  result  in  loss  of  fish,  flies,  and  temper  to  boot. 
The  conclusion  to  draw  from  such  experiences  is 
that  the  strike,  though  ever  so  quick,  must  by  some 
means  be  so  tempered  that  the  strain  on  the  hair 
cast  shall  be  sufficient  to  drive  home  the  hook  and 
no  more ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  strain  required  for 
this  is  really  a  very  light  one  indeed,  when  ordinary 
small  sizes  of  fly-hooks  are  in  use.    The  remedies 


appear  to  be  one  or  more  of  the  following,  namely: 
First,  a  reel  line  that  will  stretch  well,  such  as  the 
old-fashioned  silk  and  hair  fly  lines ;  secondly,  a 
slow-action  rod — that  is,  one  inclined  to  whip- 
piness  rather  than  stiffness.  Thirdly,  a  reel  of 
so  light  a  check,  or  large  a  barrel,  that  a  Jib.  trout, 
say,  will  set  it  running  when  hooked.  Fourthly, 
the  reel  line  must  be  so  wound  on  that  when  the 
rod  is  grasped  the  reel  line  is  clear  of  the  knuckles, 
and  not  grasped  in  any  way,  the  striking  thus  being 
done  "from  the  reel."  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  a  really  suitable  rnetal  reel  made  that 
satisfies  the  conditions.  All  plate  reels  appear  open 
to  the  serious  objection  that  specks  of  dust  and 
sand  are  continually  finding  a  lodgment  about  the 
rim  of  the  revolving  plate,  and  when  this  happens 
the  increased  drag  on  the  reel  is  very  greats  The 
Nottingham  reel  is  not  affected  in  this  way,  and  a 
three  or  three  and  a  half  inch  reel  of  this  type, 
fitted  with  a  Hght  check  and  a  "Bickerdyke"  line 
guard,  is  both  cheap  and  fairly  efiBcient,  if  not 
perfect,  for  the  purpose.  In  striking  a  fish  the 
elbow  should  not  be  raised  from  one's  side.  The 
rod  point  can  be  sent  up  smartly  enough  when  the 
striking  motion  is  confiiied  to  the  arm  below  the 
elbow,  and  this  is  really  what  is  meant  by  the 
ambiguous  term  "a  turn  of  the  wrist,2i  so  often 
met  with  ia  angling  notes.   If  the  whole  arm  ia 


employed  in  striking,  the  angler  will  unconsciously 
put  in  far  more  force  than  he  intends.  In  the  early 
season  the  need  for  hair  tackle  is  not  so  pronounced, 
as  the  trout  at  this  time  are  not  so  shy,  and  the 
water  and  atmosphere  are  generally  far  from  bright. 
In  fishing  late  at  night,  during  the  summer  months 
too,  strong  gut  tackle  is  also  indispensaltle,  as  a  good 
fish  at  such  a  time  will  often  take  the  fly  so  quietly 
that  the  rise  is  felt  and  not  seen,  and  striking  in  the 
ordinary  way  at  such  a  moment  Ls  out  of  tho 
question,  the  line  being  for  the  moment  straight 
and  tight:  a  strike  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term 
can  only  be  effected  by  a  momentary  slacking  of 
the  line,  and  such  a  concession  by  the  angler  would 
be  promptly  accepted  by  sir  trout.  A  strong  drag 
applied  the  moment  the  fish  is  felt  is  the  only  feasible 
way  to  drive  home  the  hook  under  the  circumstances, 
hence  the  need  for  the  very  strongest  tackle.  Hair 
is  far  more  elastic  than  gut,  and  is  not  so  limp 
after  long  soaking ;  consequeiltly  several  kinds  of 
knots  that  are  quite  safe  for  gut  will  not  answer  at 
all  for  hair — they  are  too  liable  to  either  spring 
open,  or  to  nip  the  hair  so  as  to  fracture  it.  The 
only  fairly  safe  knot  I  know  of  for  joining  up  the 
lengths  of  hair  in  making  the  cast  is  shown  at 
Fig.  1  on  the  diagram,  shown  enlarged  and  not 
drawn  tight  for  clearness  sake.  For  attaching 
droppers  a  loop  is  first  tied  on  the  end  of  the 
dropper  luik,  as  shown  by  Fig.  2,  and  the  dropper 
is  then  hitched  on  to  the  cast  immediately  above 
the  nearest  convenient  knot  in  the  cast  as  at 
Fig.  3.*  I  do  not  know  any  safe  and  neat  way  of 
attaching  eyed  hooks  to  hair.  The  jam  knot  as 
employed  for  gut  does  not  answer  at  all,  as  the 
springy  nature  of  the  substance  permits  the  loop 
of  the  knot  to  open  and  slip  forward  over  the  eye 
of  the  hook,  when  a  slight  pull  will  free  the  fly 
altogether. 

In  using  small  flies  on  gut  tackle,  I  have  also 
found  it  much  better  to  discard  eyed  hooks,  and 
to  dress  the  flies  on  the  ordinary  shanked  ones;  It 
has  often  happened  both  to  myself  and  friends 
when  using  eyed  hooks  of  small  size,  such  as 
number  0  or  Ij  that  fish  after  fish  has  only  been 
light  hooked  and  has  escaped — whereas  ordinary 
hooks  of  the  same  size  have  seldom  failed  to  hold 
the  fish.  I  do  not  know  how  to  explain  this  un- 
fortunate fact,  imless  it  be  that  at  the  moment  of 
striking  after  the  fish  has  closed  its  mouth  on  the  fly,- 
the  strike  causes  the  eye  of  the  hook  to  partially  open 
the  mouth  of  the  fish  before  the  point  has  a  chance 
— that  is,  the  eye  of  the  hook  must  overcome  or  pass 
any  projection  of  the  lips  or  jaw  before  the  point 
meets  that  projection.  I  do  not  flnd  that  this 
objection  applies  to  larger  sized  hooks,  such  as 
number  3  or  4  or  upwards ;  probably  the  extra 
size  across  the  bend  of  such  hooks  compensates 
matters.-  In  other  respects  the  advantages  of  eyed 
hooks  have  been  so  conclusively  proved  that  I 
invariably  dress  medium  and  large  sized  flies  on 
them  for  use  with  gut  tackle  only. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  using  gut  or  hair,  I 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  questions  of  rods, 
■winches,  and  lines.-  The  rod  may  be  as  little  as 
nine  feet  long  or  as  much  as  twelve  feet.  It  is 
more  a  question  of  what  length  the  individual 
fisher  can  handle  comfortably.-  Long  rods  do  not 
appear  to  possess  proportionate  advantages  for 
reservoir  work,  and  a  double-handed  rod  is  quite 
unsuitable,  as  the  left  hand  should  be  at  liberty  to 
grasp  a  stiff  landing-net  handle  which  is  used  as  a 
supporting  staff  along  the  steep  stone  pitchingsi 
At  some  of  the  tackle  shops  a  boat-hook  shaped 
spike  can  be  obtained  to  screw  into  the  bottom  of 
the  landing  handle,  and  I  can  testify  to  its  very 
great  utility,  both  as  helping  the  staff  to  obtain  a 
good  grip  on  treacherous  banks,  and  for  the 
recovery  of  tackle  wiien  hung  up  on  branches  or 
caught  in  reeds,  etc.,  out  of  ordinary  reach.  Stout 
boots  having  their  soles  plentifully  studded  with 
large  nails  are  also  desirable.-  In  conclusion  of  this 
section  of  my  notes  exception  may  perhaps  be 
taken  to  what  may  be  deemed  by  some  anglers 
"finnicking  details.'-  In  extenuation,  I  can  only 
say  that  when  the  angler  can  only  depend  upon 
perhaps  a  dozen  chances  of  getting  trout  at  one 
outing,  he  can  scarcely  afford  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  adoption  of  every  means  that  will  enable  him 
to  make  the  most  of  those  opportunities.  FUes 
and  their  choice  are  apportioned  a  separate  section 
in  these  notes  as  they  doubtless  deserve. 

(To  be  continued:} 

*  The  longer  hair  is  soaked  before  knotting  the 
better. 
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Mb.  Frank  Mabtin's  y3LB.  Huchen. 


THE  HUCHEN  ("SALMO  HUCHO") 
AND  HUCHEN  TACKLE. 

It  may  interest  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to 
learn  something  of  this  grand  habitant  of  Austrian 
rivers,  more  especially  as  next  spring  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,  to  whose  attention  I  have 
brought  it,  intend  having  a  quantity  of  ova  brought 
to  England,  where  endeavours  will  be  made  to 
acclimatise  it. 

The  huchen,  which  does  not  go  to  the  sea,  is 


Fig.  2. 


much  the  same  build  as  Salm.o  salar  ;  the  upper 
half  is  shot  with  burnished  copper,  having  black 
spots  at  distant  intervals  ;  the  belly  is  white.  The 
flesh  of  the  fish  is  a  very  pale  pink,  and  has  a  similar 
but  more  delicate  flavour  than  salmon.    Its  capture, 


Fig.  3. 

usually  by  means  of  spinning  tackle,  affords  excellent 
sport  in  the  autumn  and  winter  months,  when  fish 
of  601b.  weight  are  frequently  caught  in  the  Danube, 
where  they  attain  exceptional  size.  In  November 
I  saw'a  fine  specimen  of  551b.  that  had  just  been 
landed  a  few  miles  from  Vienna.     I  will  outline  a 


personal  experience.  Meeting  by  appointment 
Dr.  Salomon,  of  Stein,  and  Herr  Franz  Polzl  (the 
latter  will  supply  and  bring  the  ova  for  the  T.S.A. 
to  England)  on  a  bright,  frosty  morning  last  month, 
we  were  paddled  from  Stein  down  the  Danube  to 
the  first  likely  place.  Here  we  landed,  and  spun 
down  stream  for  some  distance  with  the  tackle 
described  further  on,  but  without  result.  At  the 
next  landing-place  the  doctor  was  more  successful, 
accounting  for  a  huchen  of  5Jlb.  The  next  place 
yielded  no  sport.  Then  my  companions  assured 
me  that  if  I  could  not  pull  a  fish  out  at  a  spot  they 
would  indicate  I  should  do  no  good  at  all.  Here  at 
the  first  cast  I  was  into  a  big  fish,  which  we  suc- 
cessfully brought  to  bank  after  an  exciting  twenty 
minutes.  This  huchen  scaled  331b.,  and  measured 
43 Jin.,  and  appears  in  the  photograph  with  my 
two  companions  and  self.  The  time  may  appear 
short,  but  we  use  powerful  rods  and  strong  lines 
adapted  for  a  current  often  rurming  eight  miles  an 
hour. 

With  Dr.  Salomon's  permission  I  send  an  abbre- 
viated translation  of  his  article  in  the  Oesterreichische 
Fischerei  Zeitung  of  Dec.  1  last,  giving  a  description 
of  the  tackle  we  used.  Anything  simpler  or  more 
quickly  baited  is  hard  to  imagine.  I  would  recom- 
mend pike  fishers  to  make  a  trial  of  it,  substituting 
perhaps  some  sort  of  gimp  for  the  line  we  use,  to 
better  resist  the  teeth  of  the  pike. 

"  A  No.  2-0  white  Limerick  rather  flat  double 
hook  with  points  bent  outwards  is  selected,  the 
points  being  extra  strong  and  the  two  hooks  hard- 
soldered  together.  The  double  hook  is  bound  on  to 
a  length  of  line  1  to  1*5  mm.  thick,  and  consisting 
of  four  strands  of  so-called  unbleached  thread.  This 
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will  resist  tho  teeth  and  easily  stand  the  strain 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  a  powerful  representative 
of  the  huchen  tribe,  as  I  often  had  occasion  to 
prove  during  the  fine  huchen  season  of  last  year. 
Experience  has  taught  the  advisability  of  binding 
the  two  hooks  together  with  waxed  silk  above  the 
soldering,  in  order  to  render  it  more  resistant  to 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 
WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  H.u.e. 


Fig.  7. 

side  strain.  For  bait  a  chub  or  dace  preserved  in 
formalin,  or,  better  still,  fresh  kiUed,  may  be  used. 
Other  fish  are  not  so  well  adapted  to  this  purpose 
on  account  of  the  construction  of  the  head.  A 
baiting  needle  provided  with  a  flat  joint,  as  shown 
in  sketch,  Fig.  1,  is  used.  Figs.  2  to  8  explain 
clearly  the  further  proceedings.    The  loops  should 


be  of  equal  width  and  pulled  up  firmly  to  mouth  of 
bait.  Fig.  9  shows  a  lead  cap  threaded  on  the  line 
last  of  all ;  this  cap  should  not  be  confined  by  a 
knot,  but  left  so  that  it  can  slide  up  the  line  when 
there  is  a  bite.  With  the  addition  of  a  swivel  the 
bait  spins  admirably.  If  thought  necessary,  a  flying 
triangle  may  be  passed  through  one  gill."     F.  M. 


(Contimied  from  page  45.) 

CHAPTER  TL.~continued. 
Bustard.— There  are  several  varieties  of  this 
bird.  The  feathers  from  the  Asiatic  are  perhaps 
the  best,  being  more  distincffly  marked.  They  are 
darker  though  than  those  from  tlie  African  or  Gum 
Paauw.  Strips  and  strands  from  all  the  larger 
feathers  are  used  for  wings ;  some  of  the  smaller 
feathers  are  occasionally  used  for  hackles.  The 
feathers  of  these  birds  lose  their  colour,  fade 
quickly,  and  become  brittle  vvith  age,  so  should  be 
obtained  as  fresh  as  possible.  The  florican 
{Syplieotides  Bengalensis)  is  much  the  same  in 
colour,  and  the  same  remarks  apply.  There  are 
several  kinds  of  lesser  bustard,  or  Khorhaan  as 
they  are  called,  very  common  in  South  Africa,  the 
feathers  of  which  do  very  well  for  the  wings  of 
small  flies.  Single  bustard  feathers  are  sold  at  the 
tackle  shops. 

Guinea-fowl  or  Gallina. — Back  and  breast 
feathers  are  excellent  as  hackles  ;  strands  or  strips 
of  the  tail  feathers  and  large  feathers  over  the 
tail  are  used  in  wings.  Those  with  black  groimd 
and  white  spots  dye  all  colom-s  very  well.  White 
guinea-fowl  feathers  dye  very  well  and  make  excel- 
lent substitutes  for  macaw  hackles. 

Mallard. — On  the  sides  of  the  body  but  pro- 
jecting over  the  wings  of  the  wild  drake  are  found 
the  brown  mottled  feathers  called  "^brown  mallard," 
which  are  used  in  wings  probably  more  than  any 
other  feather.  Select  those  in  which  the  brown 
part  extends  down  to  the  shaft  or  neai-ly  so.  The 
older  the  bird  the  better.  The  grey  mottled 
feathers  caUed  "  gi-ey  mallard,"  found  on  the 
breast  and  flanks,  are  also  used  in  strips  and 
strands  for  wings  and  tails.  The  brown  feathers 
are  found  on  the  tame  di-ake,  but  the  marking  is 
always  more  defined,  The  teal,  pintad,  and 
widgeon  provide  mottled  or  barred  black  and  white 
feathers,  all  something  alike,  although  those  of 
the  teal  are  more  distinctly  marked  than  the  others, 
and  show  best  in  wings.  The  feathers  from  all 
these  are  used  as  hackles,  and  in  wings  and  tails, 
and  all  dye  well.  Feathers  should  only  be  taken 
from  these  birds  dm-ing  the  first  three  months  of 
the  year.  They  are  sold  by  the  dozen  in  tackle 
shops. 

The  Summer,  Wood  or  Canadian  Duck  ("  Aix 
Sponsa ")  is  found  in  Canada.  The  black  and 
white  barred  feathers  found  on  the  flanks  under 
the  wings,  and  the  unbarred  breast  feathers,  are 
used  in  wings  and  tails.  The  mandarin  duck 
from  China  has  similarly  marked  and  coloured 
feathers,  but  they  are  larger  and  longer  in  fibre. 

Jay. — The  blue-barred  wing  feathers  of  this 
English  bird  are  used  as  hackles,  and  occasionally 
those  with  blue  on  both  sides  of  the  shaft,  whole, 
in  wings.  Select  feathers  from  old  birds  only,  in 
which  the  bars  are  most  distinct.  These  feathers 
should  be  obtained  as  fi-esh  as  possible,  otherwise 
they  lose  their  brilliancy  in  the  water.  Wings 
sold. 

Strands  of  the  Scarlet  Ibis  tail  feathers  are  used 
in  wings.  The  hackles  are  useless  as  they  are  too 
limp,  and  have  no  life  in  the  water. 

Turkeys'  tail  feathers  are  very  useful  for  wings. 
There  are  a  great  many  varieties  ;  those  which  are 
more  frequently  used  are  the  dark  brown,  with 
black  bar  and  white  tip,  the  grey  with  black  bar 
and  white  tip,  and  the  cinnamon.  Feathers  from 
old  birds  only  should  be  used,  as  those  from  young 
ones  are  too  limp.  The  feathers  from  over  and 
i^mder  the  tail  are  best.  Feathers  sold  by  the 
dozen. 

Swan. — Strands  or  strips  of  the  feathers  of  this 
bird,  when  dyed,  are  very  useful  for  wings.  They 
dye  all  colours  well.  Feathers  from  the  common 
white  goose,  though  slightly  coarser  in  fibre, 
dye  equally  well,  and  are  very  largely  used. 

The  Common  Heron  has  plenty  of  both  black 
and  gi-ey  hackles— long  in  fibre  and  with  plenty  of 
spring  or  play. 

Strands  of  Peacocks'  feathers,  both  "  sword  " 
and  "  eyed,"  are  much  used  for  butts,  heads,  and 
wings.  The  gi-een  breast  feathers  are  sometimes 
used  as  hackles,  and  strips  and  strands  of  the 
large  wing  feathers  for  wings  and  taUs.    The  tail 


feathers  should  always  be  fresh,  as  they  become 
brittle  with  age. 

Ostrich  feathers  dye  all  colours  well,  and  provide 
matei-ial  for  the  butts  of  nearly  all  salmon  flies. 

A  great  many  kinds  of  the  feathers  mentioned 
can  be  obtained  for  next  to  nothing  at  the 
poulterers'  shops,  such  as  mallard,  teal,  widgeon, 
guinea-fowl,  turkey,  and  cocks'  hackles.  This 
means  a  great  saving  of  expense,  for  mallard,  teal, 
widgeon,  and  guinea-fowl  cost  3d.  to  6d.  per  dozen 
in  the  tackle  shops,  turkey  feathers  4d.  to  6d.  each, 
and  undyed  hackles  2d.  per  dozen.  Very  often 
skins  of  foreign  birds  suitable  for  flies  can  be 
bought  at  naturalists'  shops  for  much  less  than 


Fig.  6. 

the  prices  asked  at  the  tackle  shops.  I  have  in 
most  cases  given  the  names  of  the  countries  in 
which  the  birds  are  found,  so  that  any  of  my 
readers  who  have  friends  in  those  coimtries  can 
possibly  get  skins  sent  them,  for  skins  which  can 
be  bought  for  next  to  nothing  in  their  own 
countries  cost  a  good  deal  in  England.  When 
buying  a  skin  select  the  one  the  feathers  of  which 
have  the  least  quantity  of  fluff  at  the  roots,  are  the 
most  glossj',  and  have  the  richest  and  deepest 
hues,  and  in  which  the  colour  extends  nearest  to 
the  roots.  There  is  the  greatest  difference  between 
feathers  of  old  and  young,  moulting  and  fully 
feathered,  healthy  and  rmhealthy  birds.    See,  too, 


Fig.  7. 

names  of  different  parts  of  ft  a 


1.  TheTas. 

2.  The  Buu. 

3.  The  Tail. 

4.  Joint. 

5.  Hackle. 

6.  Shoulder  Hackle. 


7.  Wings. 

8.  Topping  over. 

9.  Horns. 

10.  Cheeks. 

11.  Head. 

12.  Gut  Loop,  or  Metal  Eye. 


that  there  is  no  sign  of  moth ;  a  feather  with  the 
points  of  the  fibres  eaten  away  is  useless.  Some 
feathers  lose  their  colour  after  being  a  short  time 
in  the  water,  regaining  it  when  di-y.  The  king- 
fisher and  the  blue  jay  (Indian)  e^specially,  the 
green  parrot,  blue  macaw,  and  English  jay  all 
change  colour  slightly.  The  more  recently  feathers 
are  taken  fi-om  the  last-mentioned  bird  the  less 
likely  are  they  to  tm-n.  Many  feathers,  dyed  or 
natural,  lose  their  colour  when  exposed  to  the 
light.  In  fact  the  sun  is  the  enemy  of  dyed  or 
natural  feathers,  fm-,  etc. ;  for  this  reason  flies 
should  never  be  left  exposed  in  the  hat.  Feathers 
should  be  kept  in  boxes  in  which  there  is  plenty 
of  naphthaline  crystal  or  albo-carbon.   There  is  no 
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necessity  for  the  box  to  be  airtight  (although,  of 
course,  it  is  preferable,  to  keep  out  the  dust),  no 
moth  will  ever  come  neai-  the  crystal,  but  if 
feathers  or  skins  with  moth  eggs  in  them  are  put 
away  in  boxes  which  have  naphthaline  in  them,  the 
eggs  will  turn  to  gi-ubs  and  the  grubs  to  moths  ;  it 
is  therefore  necessary  to  thoroughlj-  search  all  new 
skins.  The  crystal  can  be  obtained  from  natiu-alists 
or  chemists.  It  should  be  renewed  from  time  to 
time,  as  it  evaporates.  If  moth  is  actually  in  any 
feathers  or  skins  they  should  be  immersed  in 
benzoline  for  a  few  minutes,  and  before  they  are 
put  away  be  thoroughly  dried  in  the  open  air. ' 

If  feathers  of  any  kind,  coarse  or  fine  fibred, 
have  lost  their  shape,  hold  them  in  the  steam  of  a 
boiling  kettle  (the  larger  and  stronger  the  jet  the 
better)  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  carefully  smooth 
the  fibres  into  their  places.  If  you  take  a  large 
feather — for  instance,  a  golden  pheasant's  tail 
feather — and  crunch  it  up  in  your  hand,  and  then 
steam  it,  it  will  come  out  as  if  just  taken  from  the 
bird.  Feathers,  if  dirtj-,  can  be  washed  in  soap 
and  boiling  water  and  steamed  afterwards. 

Scissors. — I  advise  the  use  of  two  paii's ;  one, 
with  very  fine  curved  points,  which  should  be  used 
exclusively  for  cutting  feathers  and  silks  ;  the  other 
pair,  straight  pointed,  to  be  used  for  cutting  tinsels 
and  gut. 

HacMe  Pliers. — Of  these,  also,  I  advise  the  fly- 
tier  to  hav£  two  pairs— one  light  and  one  heavier, 
as  shown.  The  reason  for  this  will  appear  later  on 
when  we  come  to  the  chapters  on  tying.  These 
pliers  can  be  very  easily  made  at  home  with  the 
aid  of  a  file,  from  a  piece  of  brass  wire,  care  being 
taken  that  the  whole  of  the  nipping  part  will  grasp 
any  feather  placed  in  it. 

Picher. — The  best  for  this  is  a  stiletto  as  used 
for  embroidery,  and  as  shown.  It  should  not  be 
very  sharp  pointed,  or  silk,  etc.,  will  be  liable  to 
be  cut. 

Cobbler's  Wax  is  the  best  for  fly-tying.  It  should 
be  obtained  fresh  frequently,  for  it  rapidly  loses  its 
strength,  and  then  clogs  on  the  silk.  It  should  be 
kept  in  water. 

Varnish. — The  best  recipe  I  know  of  for  making 
this  is  as  follows Half  fill  a  two-ounce  bottle 
with  orange  shellac,  then  fill  up  with  spirits  of 
wine,  add  a  small  piece  of  white  resin,  about  the 
size  of  a  hazel  nut,  cork  the  bottle,  shake  occasion- 
ally, and  leave  until  the  shellac  and  resin  are 
dissolved.  This  varnish  dries  quickly  and  will  not 
chip  or  tm-n  white.  Should  it  at  anj'  time  become 
too  thick,  add  a  little  more  spirit  and  shake  well. 
To  apply  the  varnish  use  a  porcupine  quill  or 
pointed  piece  of  wood.  It  is  liable  to  run  from  a 
brush  and  spoil  silk,  feathers,  etc. 

A  Vice  is  not  necessary,  but  the  use  of  one  affords 
many  advantages ;  the  work  can  be  kept  cleaner, 
no  part  of  the  fly  need  be  crushed  ;  both  hands  are 
free,  and  I  find  I  can  work  more  accurately  with 
one.  There  is  generally  a  hook  attached  to  the 
pillar  of  the  vice.  The  object  of  this  is  to  enable 
you  to  hook  the  silk  on  to  it  when  waxing.  I 
generally  cover  the  jaws  of  the  vice  with  leather, 
this  prevents  scratches.  It  is  cheaper  in  the  end 
to  buy  a  good  vice,  and  pay  a  little  more  for  it, 
than  to  get  a  cheap  one  which  will  wear  out 
quickly. 

Methylated  S;pirit. — Always  have  a  bottle  of  this 
and  a  rag  near  you  when  fly  making.  The  fingers 
can  be  cleaned  of  wax  in  a  moment  by  pouring  a 
few  drops  on  to  the  rag  and  rubbing  them.  Let 
me  here  impress  on  the  beginner  the  importance  of 
keeping  his  fingers  clean  and  free  from  wax  while 
fly-tying.  It  is  impossible  to  tie  a  good  fly  with 
waxy  fingers,  and  you  cannot  remove  wax  from  a 
floss  silk  body. 

Gu  t. — If  you  are  going  to  tie  flies  with  gut  loops 
a  good  supply  of  twisted  gut  of  different  thicknesses 
is  necessary ;  you  can  either  buy  it  ready  twisted, 
or  obtain  a  twisting  machine  and  twist  up  the 
strands  yourself ;  be  very  careful  when  buying 
twisted  gut  to  see  that  there  are  no  flat  strands, 
and  that  the  single  strands  are  of  equal  thickness  ; 
a  very  slight  examination  will  enable  you  to  make 
certain  of  this  ;  there  is  always  a  glassy  appearance 
about  flat  gut  when  it  is  twisted.  Gut  should  be 
kept  from  light  and  air  as  much  as  possible  ;  a  bag 
made  of  wash-leather  is  perhaps  the  best  thing  to 
keep  it  in. 

Definitions. 
As  (the  beginner  will  probably  be  puzzled  to 
know  the  meaning  of  terms  used  to  denote  the 
parts  of  a  flj%  an  illustration  is  given  which  shows 
them  all.    The  following  explanations  regarding 


the  different  kinds  of  feathers  will  also  prove 
useful.  A  "  topping  or  crest  "  means  the  feather 
from  the  head  of  the  golden  pheasant ;  "  tippet 
feather"  means  the  feather  from  the  neck  of  the 
same  bird,  and  when  written  so  means  that  a 
whole  feather  is  used.  "  Strands  of  tippet  "  means 
a  few  fibres  only  of  the  same  ;  "  toucan  "  means  a 
whole  feather,  orange,  from  the  breast  of  that 
bird;  "canary  toucan"  a  whole  canary-coloured 
feather  from  the  same  bird.  "  Indian  crow  "  means 
a  whole  red  feather  from  the  breast ;  "  chatterer  " 
means  a  whole  feathei'from  the  back  or  breast  of 
the  light  blue  species;  "jungle  cock"  a  whole 
feather  from  the  neck ;  "  mallard "  means  the 
dark  brown  mottled  flank  feather ;  "  grey 
mallard  "  the  speckled  grey  feathers  on  breast  and 
flanks.  "  Sunnner  or  wood  duck  "  refers  to  the 
black  and  white  barred  feathers  from  the  flanks ; 
"  gallina  or  guinea-fowl  "  means  the  speckled  grey 
and  white  feathers  ;  "single  spotted  guinea-fowl" 
refers  to  the  dark  feather  with  white  spots  and  no 
speckle.  (5P^  continued.) 


MK.  E.  EA.MSBOTTOM'S  ANNUAL 
EEPOET  OF  THE  GUT 
CEOP_OF^1904-5. 
TWENTY-THIRD  YEAR. 

"In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  1904-5.  I 
have  to  armoimce  the  smallest  production  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  This,  it  is  estimated,  will  not 
exceed  16,0001b.,  or  about  80,000,000  strands, 
calculated  on  the  usual  basis  of  5000  strands  to  the 
poimd.  This,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would 
imply  a  very  decided  shortage,  but  as  the  quality  is 
uniformly  better,  there  is  a  somewhat  larger  per- 
centage available  for  actual  use.  The  most  notable 
deficiency  is  in  the  heaviest  salmon,  and  as  this  has 
been  largely  bespoke  by  American  sportsmen, 
orders  for  the  home  markets  must  be  placed  at 
once  if  disappointment  is  to  be  avoided.  Prices 
for  certain  varieties  are  slightly  higher,  but  a 
decided  rise  may  be  looked  for  as  the  season 
advances.  "Robert  Ramsbottom." 

With  his  report,  Mr.  Ramsbottom  will  send  to 
any  bona  fide  angler,  post  free,  a  copy  of  his  price 
list  for  the  following  classes  of  gut:  "Refina" 
(extra  fiae  undrawn),  strands  from  lOin.  to  20in.  ; 
"Fina"  (fine  undrawn);  "Regular";  "Second 
Padron  "  ;  "  First  Padron." 

"Salmon  Gut. 

"  The  term  '  Marana '  is  applied  to  salmon  gut  of 
the  lighter  kinds,  and  is  suitable  for  fishing  where 
grilse  and  medium-sized  salmon  are  found.  For 
the  heavier  fish,  what  is  known  as  'double-thick 
Marana '  and  '  Imperial '  will  be  found  necessary, 
and  for  the  heaviest  fish,  in  strong  rimning  streams, 
'  Hebra,'  the  very  stoutest,  will  be  required.  This 
last  quality  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and,  of  course, 
correspondingly  expensive,  but  where  heavy  salmon 
are  met  with  will  be  found  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 
"Sea  Fishing  Gut. 

•'  This  is  a  stout,  superior  quality  gut,  as  strong  as 
salmon  gut,  but  not  having  the  same  percentage  of 
roundness  as  is  necessary  for  salmon  fishing  ;  it  is 
just  what  is  required  by  the  up-to-date  sea  angler. 
A  large  quantity  is  used  by  anglers  for  pollack  off 
the  Devon  and  Cornish  coasts,  etc. 

"  Picked  Gut. 

"  (Finest  undrawn  '  Refina  '  and  '  Refinucha.') 

"  The  best  gut  selected  from  the  hank,  trimmed 
ready  for  tying  ;  every  strand  thoroughly  reliable. 
In  ordering  this  gut,  always  state  whether  wanted 
extra  fine,  fine,  or  medium,  but  it  must  not  be 
expected  to  be  as  thin  as  finest  drawn  gut.  (It  is 
of  about  the  thickness  of  Ix,  2x,  and  3x  drawn.) 
Used  mostly  for  dry  fly  points. 

"Drawn  Gut. 

"  The  process  of  drawing  takes  somewhat  from 
the  strength  of  the  gut,  but  its  extreme  fineness 
renders  it  available  for  tying  the  smaller  flies  on 
fine  hooks,  and  wiU  best  meet  the  angler's  require- 
ments under  the  conditions  of  bright  sun  and  low, 
clear  water.  Made  in  six  degrees  of  fineness,  Ix, 
2x,  3x,  4x,  5x,  6x." 


Central  Insurance  Company. — His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  accepted  the 
position  of  joint  trustee  of  the  Central  Insurance 
Company,  Ltd.,  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Herbert 
Chamberlain,  the  other  trustees  being  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Justice  Grantham  and  Sir  Peter  Walker,  Bart. 


CONCEENING  FLOATS.— IX. 

(Continued  from  -page  47.) 

Mr.  Ogden-Smith,  London-road,  Twickenham, 
sends  two  floats  and  says : — "  I  enclo.se  two  floats, 
and  no  doubt  you  will  see  their  iitility.  You  can 
alter  your  bait  to  any  depth  in  a  moment,  and  no 
caps  to  brfeak  or  half  hitches  to  unfasten,  especially 
on  a  cold  day."  Respecting  his  floats  for  fishing 
for  barbel,  bream,  roach,  gudgeon,  or  any  other  fish 
that  feeds  on  the  bottom,  like  many  other  practical 


Two  Porcupine  Floats,  Fitted  with  Adjust- 
able Corks  as  Caps,  with  Lines  in  Position. 

1.  Length,    6^in. ;   diameter  on  dotted  line,  Jin. 

Cork  ribbed  with  silk. 

2.  Length,  6Jin. ;  diameter  on  dotted  line,  |in. 

anglers,  he  has  tried  various  colours,  and,  after  a 
very  long  experience,  says  that  he  has  had  most 
sport  with  a  black-bodied  float — fish  do  not  detect 
it  like  other  colours.  It  is  rather  singular  that 
many  other  anglers  hold  opinions  diametrically 
opposite,  and  assert  that  black  is  a  colour  that  fish 
can  detect  as  quickly  as  any.  If  this  were  not  the 
case,  why  not  use  gut  stained  this  colour  ?  Is  there 
no  scientific  gentleman  in  the  angling  world  who 
can  throw  a  light  on  this  subject  that  ^ould  con- 
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vince  many  anglers  who  believe  they  are  right  that 
they  are  quite  -wrong,  and  always  have  been  ?  The 
portion  of  cork  that  should  be  submerged  entirely 
depends  on  the  wind  and  force  of  the  current.  I 
usually  try  to  keep  about  an  inch  of  the  white  tip 
above  water,  but  in  stUl  waters  I  find  tliree-quarters 
of  an  inch  enough.  The  exact  distance  the  lowest 
"shot  should  be  from  the  hook  not  only  depends  on 
the  sort  of  fish  one  is  trjdng  to  catch,  but  the  period, 
wind,  weather  and  current,  etc.  Many  anglers  will 
tell  one  they  use  such  and  such  a  hook,  but  they  do 
not  know  why,  and  he  says,  "  The  Crystal  hook  is 
the  best  all-round  pattern,  being  both  easy  to  bait 
and  extract."  When  only  the  fine  tips  of  these 
floats  are  above  the  surface  one  would  think  it 
would  be  better  if  they  were  thicker  and  coloured 
red,  or.  at  any  rate,  have  them  as  thick  again,  what- 
ever colour  is  used  ;  but  he  says,  "  One  can  detect 
a  bite  more  easily  when  using  a  small  object  than  a 
large  one,  and  anglers  can  paint  the  tips  what 
colour  they  like  best." 

The  rod  generally  used  is  a  whole  cane  Thames 
general  rod,  from  8ft.  to  12ft.  in  length,  from  6ft.  to 
10ft.  for  pike.  Mr.  Ogden-Smith  makes  any  special 
sizes  of  floats  of  these  patterns,  has  always  the  dif- 
ferent sizes  in  stock,  either  for  general  or  pike  fishing  ; 
and  an  ordinary  angler  can  strike  his  fish  a  few  feet 
away  from  his  rod-top,  and  with  care  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  yards.  For  general  fishing  the 
best  line  that  can  be  used  with  these  floats  is  a 
No.  2  plaited  undressed  silk  one,  but  they  can  be 
used  with  almost  any  line.  •  Using  one  of  these 
lines  dressed  with  deer's  fat,  vaseline,  or,  better 
still,  a  mixture  of  vaseline  and  a  little  of  Aspinall's 
green  enamel,  to  make  it  float,  many  Thames 
anglers  can  hook  their  fish  twenty-five  to  thirty-five 
yards  off  from  a  punt  with  ease,  much  more  easily 
than  from  the  bank.  The  float  bemg  right  in  front 
of  them,  ^th  perfect  command  over  the  rod  and 
the  line  on  the  surface,  they  are  in  a  position  to 
strike  very  quickly,  with  great  force,  and  the  cork 
cap  holds  the  Line  very  fast. 

These  floats  carry  about  twelve  No.  5  shots,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  make  any  rule  how  they  should 
be  dispersed  on  the  gut,  some  anglers  adopting  one 
method  and  some  another.  Nine  times  out  of  ten 
they  should  be  closest  towards  the  surface  where 
the  stream  is  the  strongest,  and  more  dispersed 
towards  the  hook.  The  chief  thing  is  to  keep  the 
bait  down,  and  not  allow  it  to  float  over  the  heads  of 
the  fish  at  such  a  distance  that  they  cannot  see  it. 
In  his  opinion  the  best  reel  that  can  be  used  for  these 
floats  is  one  of  Slater's  Sin.  centre-pin  reels  with  an 
aluminium  plate.  A. 
{To  be  continued.) 
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NEW  ZEALAND  AS  A  SPOETS- 
MAN'S  PAKADISE. 

The  Universal  Exposition  at  St.  Louis  has  brought 
once  more  to  the  favoiu-able  attention  of  the  world 
a  country  in  which  fish  and  game  have  been  in- 
troduced with  unequalled  results.  Four  decades 
ago  New  Zealand  was  almost  destitute  of  fresh- 
water fish,  its  native  species  consisting  of  a  few  eels 
and  some  small  fish  suitable  only  for  bait. 

Nature  had  lavished  upon  that  magnificent  group 
of  islands  a  delightful  climate,  a  succession  of  high 
and  rugged  mountain  ranges  enclosing  smiling  and 
fertile  valleys,  glaciers,  geysers,  boiling  springs, 
grottoes,  and  stupendous  waterfalls,  fiords  as  wild 
as  any  in  Scandinavia,  innumerable  mountain  lakes 
reflecting  many  colours  ;  streams  of  clear,  cold 
water  perfectly  adapted  for  trout ;  but  in  the,  dis- 
tribution of  the  salmon  family,  New  Zealand  was 
entirely  overlooked  until  man  undertook  to  supply 
the  deficiency. 

The  accUmatisation  of  trout  in  New  Zealand  began 
about  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  public  fish-culture 
in  New  England,  but  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  the  results  were  too  meagre  to  allow  open 
fishing.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  other 
country  in  the  world  that  can  show  such  gratifying 
success  with  the  brown  trout  of  Europe  and  the 
rainbow  trout  of  California.  During  the  fishing 
season  beginning  Oct.  1,  1903,  and  ending  April  15, 
1904,  the  recorded  catch  of  rainbow  trout  from  a 
single  lake  aggregated  nearly  14  tons.  Twenty-seven 
rainbows  weighing  1661b.  were  taken  by  two  anglers 
in  one  day,  and  another  angler  in  two  days  caught 
Forty-four,  weighing  2751b.  Many  additional  trout 
were  captmred  by  anglers  and  by  the  Maoris,  and 
ire  not  included  in  the  above  aggregate. 


The  brown  trout  in  New  Zealand  grows  to  giant 
proportions.  A  mounted  specimen  in  the  display 
at  the  World's  Fair  represents  an  individual  of 
2851b.  Trout  of  201b.  are  exceedingly  common. 
The  supply  of  food  and  the  qualities  of  the  water  are 
eminently  favourable  to  trout  life.  Unpolluted 
springs  and  streams  furnish  admirable  spawning 
places,  and  a  wise  system  of  protection  ensures  the 
steady  increase  of  the  fish. 

Natural  food  is  abundant,  as  a  matter  of  course 
Aquatic  insects  and  their  larvae,  grasshoppers,  small 
fish  of  several  kinds,  among  them  a  so-called  smelt, 
which  has  a  taste  like  a  cucumber  and  rises  freely 
to  the  artificial  fly,  and  a  little  goby  known  as  the 
"  bully,"  or  "  miller's  thumb."  The  larva  of  the 
Alder  Fly,  called  "  creeper  "  or  "  toe-biter,"  is  a 
common  and  effective  bait. 

The  rainbow  and  brown  trout  are  not  the  only 
immigrants  in  New  Zealand  waters  ;  the  brook  trout 
of  the  United  States  has  been  successfully  accli- 
matised in  rivers  of  the  Otago  and  Southland  Pro- 
vinces, and  in  a  South  Island  lake — Rotoiti — a 
Canadian  whitefish  is  now  found.  Persistent 
attempts  to  introduce  the  Atlantic  salmon  appear 
to  be  unsuccessful  thus  far  ;  but  systematic  and 
scientific  investigation  of  the  waters  may  yet  show 
the  presence  of  that  king  of  fish  as  the  supremo 
reward  of  patient  effort.  It  seems  almost  beyond 
question  that  the  landlocked  salmon  of  America  or 
Continental  Europe  can  be  acclimatised  in  some  of 
the  deep  lakes,  as  the  transportation  of  the  eggs 
involves  no  greater  difficulty  than  with  eggs  of  the 
brook  trout. 

The  work  of  fish-culture  is  done  by  the  various 
acclimatisation  societies,  whose  hatcheries  are 
numerous  and  effective.  ililUons  of  fry  are  distri- 
buted annually,  and  the  conditions  essential  to 
success  are  pretty  thoroughly  'onderstood.  The 
societies  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  patriotism  ;  and  in  a  few  years,  it  is  safe 
to  say.  New  Zealand  wiU  rank  with  the  greatest 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  countries  of  the  world. 

As  New  Zealand  has  4000  miles  of  sea-coast,  and 
lies  entirely  within  limits  abounding  in  marine  fish 
life,  it  fiu-nishes  endless  attractions  for  the  salt-water 
angler.  Sea  perch  of  various  kinds,  snappers 
groupers,  mullets,  rock  cod,  flounders,  gurnets, 
king-fish,  and  many  others  exist  in  vast  numbers. 
One  of  the  perches,  sometimes  called  "  New  Zealand 
salmon,"  just  as  oiu-  own  pike-perch  is  styled  "  jack 
salmon,"  is  a  game  fish  of  the  best  rank,  taking  live 
bait  and  artificial  minnows  freely,  and  giving  all  the 
fight  that  any  strenuous  fisherman  could  desire. 
The  Maoris  formerly  lured  it  with  xinbaited  hooks  of 
wood  or  bone  inlaid  with  abalone  shell.  The  king- 
fish  is  another  game  species,  often  exceeding  4ft.  in 
length,  and  weighing  as  much  as  301b.  For  those 
who  enjoy  the  sport,  flounder  spearing  can  be  prac- 
tised in  shallow  bays  ad  libitum,  and  the  shark 
fishermen  can  be  assured  of  all  the  excitement  they 
require. 

The  red  deer  and  fallow  deer  were  introduced 
long  ago  from  England,  and  both  of  them  have 
multiphed,  and  even  now  show  some  striking 
variations  from  the  parent  stock.  This  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  splendid  series  of  heads  decorating 
the  space  occupied  by  New  Zealand  at  the  Expo- 
sition.  Commissioner-General  Donne  states  that  a 


single  private  ranch  in  that  country  has  fully  5000 
red  deer.  Wapiti,  Ceylon  elk,  moose,  and  Virginia 
deer  are  now  being  introduced,  and  are  protected,  in 
order  to  ensure  their  permanence.  Hares  and  rabbits 
are  almost  everywhere  in  abundance  ;  the  rabbits, 
in  fact,  were  a  pest,  but  the  utilisation  of  their  car- 
cases by  means  of  cold  storage  transportation  to 
England  has  abated  the  nuisance,  and  incidentally 
fostered  a  new  industry.  Besides  all  the  above- 
mentioned  game,  there  are  wild  cattle,  wild  goats, 
and  wild  pigs,  so  that  the  most  exacting  taste  in 
outdoor  sports  may  be  fully  gratified. 

Native  game  birds  include  ducks,  curlew,  snipe, 
plover,  swan,  wood  pigeon,  swamp  hen,  and  quail. 
Pheasants  and  California  quail  have  been  intro- 
duced. Both  the  native  and  the  California  quail  are 
abundant. 

New  Zealand  is  a  good  coimtry  to  visit  and  to 
dwell  in.  Its  opportunities  for  hunting  and  fishing 
are  unsurpassed  ;  its  protective  legislation  is  wise 
and  effective  ;  transportation  Ls  cheap  and  easy  ; 
the  cost  of  living  is  very  moderate  ;  the  climate  is 
equable,  and  the  natural  beauty  and  grandeur  of 
the  country  are  perennial  sources  of  wonder  and 
admiration. — Taeleton  H.  Bean,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 

[Is  it  not  curious  to  note  on  one  hand  the  extra- 
ordinary success  of  trout  culture,  and  on  the  other 
the  absolute  failure  of  salmon  culture — not  only  in 
New  Zealand,  but  in  every  other  country  where  the 
fish  have  been  tried.  Although,  of  course,  they 
would  eventually  have  been  sent,  it  was,  I  believe; 
almost  by  an  accident  that  New  Zealand  waters 
were  stocked  with  trout.  The  Government  sent  time 
after  time  for  salmon  eggs,  and  among  one  of  the 
consignments  of  thousands  of  salmon  eggs  Frank 
Buckland  and  Francis  Francis  sent  a  few  hundred 
trout  eggs  from,  I  believe,  the  River  Wey.  Many 
thousands  of  samlets  hatched  from  imported  eggs 
have  been  released  in  New  Zealand  rivers,  but  with 
no  otfier  result.  But  the  trout  have  done  so  well 
that  New  Zealand  now  enjoys  perhaps  the  best 
trout  fishing  in  the  world,  both  for  numbers  and 
size.— R.  B.  M.] 


OUE  NAVY,  SHIPPING,  AND 
FISHERIES. 


FORTHCOinNG  EXHIBITION  IN  LONDON. 


A  MEETING  of  the  honorary  general  committee 
which  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  organising 
a  naval  exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  next  May  was 
held  on  Jan.  20  at  the  Mansion  House,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  chairman  of  the  committee,  presiding.  It 
is  proposed  that  the  exhibition  shall  embrace  the 
naval,  shipping,  and  fishery  resources  of  the  Empire. 
The  centenary  of  the  death  of  Lord  Nelson  at  the 
glorious  battle  of  Trafalgar  will  be  celebrated  this 
year,  and  consequently  the  holding  of  a  naval  and 
shipping  exhibition  will  be  very  appropriate.  The 
Lord  Mayor  was  supported  at   the  meeting  by 
Admiral  Sir  Edmund  Fremantle  (vice-president). 
Admiral  Markham,  and  Sir  Arthur  Trendell.  The 
Lord   Mayor  remarked   that,   although  previous 
exhibitions  had  been  successful,  he  ventured  to 
predict  that  the  forthcoming  exhibition  would  be 
a  still  greater  success.    Everyone  in  this  country 
was  interested  in  the  Navy  and  the  mercantQe 
marine,  it  being  realised  that  upon  the  efficiency  of 
both  services  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  depended. 
Within  the  last  few  months  it  had  been  seen  how 
the  influence  of  a  powerful  navy  had  decided  the 
issue  in  conflict  between  two  great  powers.  Sir 
Edmund    Fremantle,    Sir   Arthur    Trendell,  Sir 
Frederick  Dixon-Hartland,Bart.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Cremieu- 
Javal,  General  Laurie,  and  others  having  addressed 
the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  the  coming  exhibition, 
and  the  attractions  it  would  offer  to  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  it  was  resolved  that  com- 
mittees should   be  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  its  success.    The  following  gentlemen 
agreed  to  serve  on  the  Fisheries   Committee : — 
Admiral  Sir  Wm.  Kennedy,  K.C.B.,  Vice-Admiral 
W.  H.  C.  St.  Qair,  Lieut.-Gen.  Laurie,  C.B,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fi  hing  Gazette. 
The  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Lord  Mayor. — City  Press. 


F^SHERMKN  are  very  free  from  consumption 
Among  1000  deatl  s  of  fishermen,  only  108  are  fmm 
this  disease,  whereas  the  rote  among  drapers  is  301 
per  1000,  and  among  printers  461  per  1000. 

[2J 


62 


THE  NEED  OF  REFORM  IN  TOURNA- 
MENT FLY  CASTING  RULES.* 


Mb.  President  and  Gentlemen, — If  the  news- 
papers are  to  be  believed,  we  are  this  year  to  be 
favoured  with  an  exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  which 
is  to  be  called  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
and  it  can  hardly  pass  into  history  without  being 
signalised  by  one  or  more  fly-casting  contests, 
which  may  or  may  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  tourna- 
ment. I  venture,  therefore,  to  bring  before  the 
club  the  question  of  the  reform  of  the  rules  of 
tournament  casting,  and  I  do  so  the  more  pressingly 
because  I  conceive  that  this  year  wUl  present  a 
golden  opportunity  for  reform,  which  may  not  recur 
for  a  long  time.  We  shall  probably  have  with  Us 
visitors  from  the  States  experienced  in  tournament 
casting,  and  at  the  same  time  there  wUl  be  those 
among  us  who  have  the  experience  of  last  year's 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  its  successes,  its  diffi- 
culties, and  its  mistakes,  fresh  in  their  minds,  and 
we  shall  have  pubhc  attention  concentrated  on  the 
subject  of  fly-fishing,  its  rods  and  gear,  in  an  unusual 
degree. 

I  think  no  one  who  has  had  to  do  with  these 
tournaments  will  deny  that  they  have  tended  to 
the  improvement  of  rods  and  gear  and  to  the 
heightening  of  the  skill  of  fly-fishermen.  But  there 
is  no  denying  that  the  system  whicJti  has  prevailed 
up  to  the  present  time,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
North  America,  has  failed  to  conciliate  and  attract 
a  large  body  of  good  fly-fishing  opinion.  It  has 
been  objected — and  with  a  solid  foundation  of 
truth — that  the  bulk  of  the  competitions  do  not 
reproduce  the  conditions  or  the  problems  of  actual 
angling,  that  style,  delivery,  and  accuracy  are  often 
sacrificed  to  the  getting  out  of  an  enormous  length 
of  line,  that  casters  using  fair  rods  and  fishing  gear 
have  on  occasions  had  to  meet  the  competition  of 
rods  which  are  not  fly  rods,  and  of  lines  that  are 
not  fly  lines,  and  that  the  records  and  prizes  have 
more  than  once  fallen  to  those  who  have  thus  sinned 
against  the  canons  of  sport.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
go  the  whole  way  with  these  objectors,  or  to  dis- 
parage in  any  way  the  efforts  and  successes  of  those 
who  have  handled  those  tournaments  in  the  past, 
but  one  must  recognise  that  up  to  the  present,  for 
for  the  reasons  I  have  given,  tournament  fly-casting 
has  only  met  with  qualifled  success,  and  if  it  is  to 
be  made  an  entire  success  then  the  sympathies  of 
that  large  class  must  be  won,  and  they  can  only  be 
won  by  convincing  them  that  it  is  possible  to  frame 
and  enforce  rules  which  will  make  every  single 
contest  a  genuine  sporting  event,  and  to  ensure 
that  no  contest  to  which  those  rules  are  not  applied 
counts  for  anything  in  the  eyes  of  the  fly-fishing 
world. 

That  that  world  is  ripe  for  such  a  reform  is  shown 
by  the  extraordinary  interest  which  the  event  "  Dry- 
fly  Casting  for  Accuracy  "  evoked  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament.  In  the  conditions  governing 
that  tournament  efforts  were  made,  and  rules  were 
laid  down,  to  ensure  that  the  rods  and  gear  used 
should  be  genuine  fishing  rods  and  fishing  gear 
respectively,  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  necessary  to 
go  much  further  and  to  make  it  incumbent  on  the 
committee  or  judges  to  disallow,  on  their  own 
motion  or  on  the  objection  of  any  competitor,  any 
casts  made  with  rods  or  gear  which  are  not  in  their 
judgment  fair  practicable  fly  rods  and  gear  for  the 
particular  kind  of  fishing,  and  to  disallow  every 
cast  which  hits  earth  or  water  or  bank  or  platform 
or  obstacle  behind  the  contestant,  or  which  falls 
so  clumsily  or  violently  or  crookedly  as  not  to  be  a 
practical  fishing  cast  for  the  kind  of  fishing  to  which 
the  particular  event  relates.  In  no  single-handed 
event,  except  in  steeple  casting,  should  the  hand 
be  raised  higher  than  the  head.  In  contests  for 
distance  only,  that  is  about  as  much  as  could  be 
done  to  ensure  sporting  conditions — and  it  should 
be  enough — but  these  should  not  be  the  majority  of 
the  contests.  Distance  and  delicacy,  dry-fly,  and 
wet-fly — deUcacy  to  include  style  and  accuracy — and 
accuracy  and  delicacy  in  dry-fly,  wet-fly,  and  switch 
casting,  and  casting  under  obstacles,  such  as  hedges, 
bushes,  and  so  on,  would  provide  a  large  variety  of 
contests,  the  rules  and  conditions  of  which  might 
be  standardised.  And  I  would  suggest  that  in 
contests  where  delicacy  is  combined  with  distance, 
no  cast  for  distance  should  count  unless  the  com- 


*  A  Paper  read  before  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  on 
Jan.  26,  1905,  by  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skuas. 
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petitor  scored  a  certain  definite  percentage  of 
delicacy.  Similarly  that  delicacy  alone  should  not 
in  such  event  score  unJess  a  certain  definite  distance 
be  cast.  Again,  where  delicacy  and  accuracy  are 
combined,  the  competitor  ought  to  score  a  certain 
definite  percentage  of  each  in  order  to  aggregate  his 
percentages  of  both.  The  test  of  accuracy  would 
be  the  same  for  every  kind  of  casting,  but  the  test 
of  delicacy  would  not  be  the  same  for  dry-fly,  for 
switch  casting,  and  for  ordinary  wet -fly  casting, 
and  a  separate  definition  and  distinct  rules  of  com- 
petition would  probably  be  necessary  for  each. 

Let  me  quote  as  an  example  of  what  might  be 
done  the  following  suggested  model  for  an  event. 

Trout  Fly  Casting — Single-handed  Wet-Ply. 
Distance  and  Delicacy. 
Open  to — Professionals. 

Amateurs.        >  Alternatives. 
All.  j 
Style. — Single-handed :  any  style  except  switch 
or  Spey  cast. 

Maximum  Length  of  Rod.— Wit.  6in. 
Maximum  Weight  of  Rod. — Not  to  exceed  l|oz. 
per  foot. 

Line  Chit  Cast  and  Flies. — See  General  Condition  5. 
There  shall  be  two,  three,  or  four  flies  (at  option 
of  contestant). 
Delicacy  shall  be  divided  into  foiir  parts  :— 

(1)  Fly,  which  consists  in  dropping  the  flies 

lightly  on  the  water. 

(2)  Line,  which  consists  in  laying  the  line  and 

cast  clean  and  straight  so  that  they  are 
at  once  fishing. 

(3)  Recovery,  which  consists  in  recovering  the 

cast  cleanly  and  without  undue  distxirb- 
ance  of  the  water. 

(4)  Style,  which  consists  in  the  grace  and  ease 

of  the  contestant  on  the  platform,  and 
includes  his  false  casts,  his  back  cast, 
and  manner  of  delivery  of  line  in  wet -fly 
style. 

Each  of  such  four  parts  shall  have  a  value  of  100, 
and  the  judges  shall  mark  such  demerit  in  respect  of 
each  part  in  which  the  contestant  is  deficient  as 
they  shall  think  just,  and  the  sum  of  such  demerits 
shall  be  deducted  from  400,  and  the  resultant  figures 
divided  by  four  will  determine  the  percentage  of 
delicacy  score. 

No  contestant  shall  score  for  distance  whose  per- 
centage of  delicacy  is  less  than  75. 

There  shall  be  added  to  the  sum  of  the  number 
of  feet  cast  by  each  contestant  a  percentage  of  one 
for  each  point  beyond  75  in  his  percentage  of 
delicacy,  and  the  result  shall  be  the  score  of  the 
contestant  in  the  event. 

I  think  it  wiU  be  admitted  that  on  some  such 
lines  as  I  have  indicated  a  most  interesting  series  of 
sporting  events  might  be  framed.  But  so  long  as 
only  isolated  tournaments  were  held  according  to 
such  rules,  not  much  good  would  be  done.  One 
may  be  sure  that  the  records  of  contests  held  on 
the  old  system  will  to  a  certainty  outclass  records 
of  contests  where  sporting  conditions  are  enforced, 
at  any  rate  in  distance  casting,  and  therefore  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  some  central  authority 
should  take  up  this  question  of  the  rules  of  fly-casting 
tournaments  and  frame  standard  model  rules  which 
would  ensure  that  every  event  should  be  a  genuine 
test  of  sportsmanlike  capacity,  and  which  should  be 
so  equitably  and  conveniently  framed  as  to  com- 
mend themselves  to  the  public  opinion  of  the  fly- 
fishing world.  If,  for  instance,  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  should  assume  the  position— and  for  this 
country  I  can  conceive  of  no  more  ideal  authority 
— then  it  would  be  possible  to  say  of  any  record 
made  at  a  meeting  not  held  under  its  rules,  "  Yes, 
but  that  was  at  a  meeting  not  held  under  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  rules,"  and  the  record  would  not 
count  with  persons  whose  opinion  counted.  The 
rules  would  be  copyright,  and  licences  would  be 
granted  to  club  committees,  and  other  responsible 
organisations,  to  use  them  for  the  purposes  of 
special  competitions,  and  to  print  them  for  the 
programmes.  As  the  American  continent  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  accept  the  dictation  of  a 
British  organisation,  it  would  be  part  of  the  scheme 
that  some  central  body  in  the  United  States  or 
Canada  should  either  assume  similar  functions  for 
the  American  continent  or  be  called  into  being  for 
the  purpose.  And  I  should  propose  that  the 
EngUsh  and  American  organisations  should  work 
hand  in  hand,  keeping  their  regulations  and  methods 
of  scoring  on  parallel  lines,  and  only  making  such 
variations  as  are  rendered  essential  by  th©  differing 
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conditions  of  the  continent  and  the  Motherland. 
Thus  the  records  of  American  and  English  tourna- 
ments would  be  comparable,  and  I  cannot  think 
that  there  would  fail  to  be  a  great  increase  of 
interest  in  tournament  casting,  resulting  in  immense 
improvements  in  fly  fishing  rods  and  gear,  and  in 
a  high  development  of  angling  skill,  and  of  the 
cultivation  of  good  methods  and  good  style.  * 
I  regard  the  setting  up  of  such  a  central  authority 
as  I  have  indicated  as  essential  to  the  scheme  of 
reform,  as  in  its  absence  there  can  be  no  assurance 
of  imiformity  of  conditions  in  similar  contests,  and 
we  might  almost  as  well,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
remain  where  we  are.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  will  feel  it  its  duty  to  accept  the 
responsibility  and  appoint  a  special  committee  to 
draft  the  rides. 


TEST  AND  ITCHEN  EECOLLEC- 
TIONS. 

Aboitt  three  miles  above  Winchester  and  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  main  road,  facing 
Kingsworthy,  lies  a  cottage,  called  the  Fulling  Mills, 
with  a  tributary  of  the  Itchen  running  on  either 
side.  Far  from  any  vfllage,  in  the  heart  of  the 
water  meadows,  it  used  to  be  a  noted  resort  of 
poachers  in  the  days  when  it  was  an  iim  ;  and  when  I 
leased  the  Worthy  water,  my  first  job  was  to  get  a 
lease  of  the  iim,  give  up  the  licence,  and  turn  it 


Pulling  Mills. 


into  a  fishing  cottage,  and  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  those  old  walls  have  sheltered  most  of  the 
celebrities  in  the  dry  fly  world. 

Those  were  the  days  when  the  fish  really  took 
the  artificial  May  Fly,  and  the  writer  with  the  late 
Francis  Francis  one  season  got  so  tired  of  the 
simple  slaughter  that  we  used  to  wait  for  the 
evening  rise  with  small  flies. 

One   season   a   weU-known   brewing  magnate. 


Engine-House  Pool  and  Old  Chestnut  Tree. 


Mr.  B.,  and  a  London  banker  were  staying  with 
me  at  the  Fulling  Mills,  but  the  wind  was  down- 
stream, and  sport  bad — one  bend  of  the  river,  where 
the  wind  slightly  served,  was  quite  spoilt  by  five 
ducks  belonging  to  a  cantankerous  man  whose 
cottage  garden  bordered  the  river,  and  who  had 
been  frequently  asked  and  warned  to  keep  his  ducks 
shut  up. 

If  the  wind  did  not  change  we  meant  going  for 
those  ducks,  and  next  day  I  and  Mr.  B.  had  a  duck 
hunt  with  nets,  stones,  etc.,  and  we  soon  had  the 
ducks  dead  in  a  row.  We  sent  them  back  to  the 
Pulling  Mills,  with  orders  to  have  two  cooked  for 
dinner.  My  other  friend  was  fishing  in  another  part 
of  the  river,  and  got  home  first,  and  being  hungry 
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told  the  servant  to  bring  in  dinner  without  waiting 
for  us.  In  came  the  ducks  and  a  lovely  dish  of 
peas ;  my  friend  had  just  begun  to  carve,  when  in 
walked  two  pohcemen,  who  firmly  seized  the  dish 
of  ducks,  despite  the  furious  protest  of  my  htmgry 
friend,  and  marched  ofl  to  Wmchester  with  not  only 
the  ducks,  but  also  John  Lock,  who  had  been  seen 
by  the  owner  to  give  the  birds  their  cowp  de  grace. 

We  arrived  soon  after,  and  Mr.  B.  got  into  a 
great  stew  for  fear  it  would  be  reported  in  the  paper, 
and  as  he  was  on  the  Bench,  he  foresaw  a  vista  of 
chaff  and  perhaps  ill-natured  comments.  We 
squared  th6  matter  next  day  by  paying  the  value 
of  the  ducks,  our  legal  adviser  informing  us  that, 
although  we  had  a  perfect  i-ight  to  slay  ducks  that 
trespassed,  if  their  owner  had  been  warned,  we  had 
no  right  to  take  possession  of  the  dead  bodies. 

That  same  summer  I  was  very  busy  in  London, 
and  used  to  take  the  night  mail  in  the  evining, 
reachmg  Winchester  11  p.m.,  fish  till  about  2.30, 
and  return  to  London  by  the  up  mail,  reaching 
London  with  the  mUk— hard  work,  but  I  got  many 
a  big  trout  in  the  dark  in  the  old  mUl  tail  at  Worthy, 
with  either  a  big  Sedge  or  Coachman  fished  very  dry. 

Modus  operandi  was  to  listen  for  a  rise,  and  at 
night  in  still  water  trout  made  a  great  noise  at  big 
Sedges,  and  then  throw  for  the  sound,  slightly 
twitching  the  fly  after  it  fell  — what  we  caU 
"  streaking."  I  got  a  brace  one  night,  weighing 
6|lb.,  m  pitch  darkness.  To  me  fishing  at  night, 
with  nothing  near  but  wildfowl  and  other  wild 
thmgs  of  nature,  has  always  had  a  great  fascination, 
though  my  family,  of  course,  considered  me  a 
lunatic. 

John  Lock  was  with  me  one  night  and  can  verify 
bhe  truth  of  the  following  yam.  We  heard  a  rise 
about  twenty  yards  off,  and  I  sent  a  Coachman  as 
aear  as  I  could  judge  to  the  spot,  heard  some  move- 
ment, struck,  and  in  a  second  some  big  fish  was 
iearmg  all  over  the  place.  I  had  strong  tackle,  but 
t  was  some  five  minutes  before  I  could  get  him  near 
;he  bank,  and  at  last  John  got  his  big  net  under 
;he    insect ' '  and  had  him  out.    It  was  a  large  silver 


eel  of  some  3Jlb.  to  41b.  weight,  with  the  fly  in  its 
mouth. 

I  believe  this  is  not  the  only  instance  knownTof 
eels  taking  a  fly,  but  it's  the  only  one  I  ever  came 
across. 

Just  below  Kingsworthy  Church  there  used  to 
be  an  old  wooden  saw  mUl  (since  burnt)  close  to 
the  lovely  shallow  there,  with  an  old  staircase,  a 
foot  deep  in  sawdust,  from  whence  a  good  view  of 
the  river  could  be  had.  One  night  I  was  too  tired 
to  fish,  and  having  heard  a  rumour  of  this  shallow 
being  dragged  occasionally,  I  thought,  as  it  was 
warm  with  a  faint  moon,  I  would  spend  the  night 
in  the  sawdust,  ruminating  fishing,  and  perhaps 
having  the  luck  to  drop  on  the  netting  gentry. 
;5  About  eleven  o'clock  I  made  myself  a  comfort- 
able nest  on  the  staircase  in  the  sawdust,  where,  by 
the  way,  it  was  pitch  dark,  and  lay  listening  to  the 
sound  of  the  water-wheel,  until  about  one  o'clock, 
when  I  began  talking  aloud,  a  bad  habit  of  mine 
when  alone. 

I  began  by  saying,  "  I  wish  I  could  drop'on  some 
poacher,  and  steal  a  march  on  John  Lock,  what  a 
sell  it  would  be  for  him,  doubtless  now  snug  in  his 
bed,"  when  I  felt  a  hand  on  my  shoulder  and  John's 
voice  saying,  "  Wrong  this  time,  sir,  I  always  knows 
when  anyone's  about."  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
confess  when  I  felt  his  hand  on  my  shoulder  I  turned 
cold  as  an  eel,  but  I  did  not  want  him  to  score  too 
much,  so  I  replied,  "  Of  course,  I  knew  you  were 
there,  John  ;  I  heard  your  breathing,"  to  which 
he  floored  me  by  saying,  "  Mortal  curious,  with  that 
water-wheel  humming,"  and  I  had  to  confess  myself 
worsted.  He  had  tucked  himself  up  just  above 
me,  before  I  came  in,  and  no  doubt  deeply  enjoyed 
the  comic  irony  of  the  position. 

John  had  an  eel  trap  at  the  engine-house.  Kings- 
worthy,  which  one  stormy  night  nearly  proved  his 
death,  and  I  don't  think  he  likes  the  yarn,  nature's 
powers  proving  themselves  too  much  for  him.  This 
eel  trap  was  a  square  wooden  frame  with  a  long 
funnel  net,  which  he  fitted  into  a  side  hatch,  and 
at  night  turned  the  water  on  through  this,  shutting 


down  the  main  hatches,  making  the  weight  of  water 
through  this  side  hatch  terrific.  That  night  he  was 
kneeling  on  the  side  hatch,  net  gathered  up  in  one 
hand,  preparatory  to  slipping  the  framework  in, 
when  a  violent  gust  of  wind  blew  him  right  over. 
Mercifully  the  square  framework  went  through  the 
hatch  sideways,  and  John  after  it,  but  if  the  frame 
had  gone  right  and  square,  John  would  have  been 
in  the  net  head  downwards,  and  no  amount  of 
cunning  could  have  saved  him. 

Apropos  of  my  night  in  the  sawdust,  I  had  another 
curious  experience  with  John,  which  must  have 
been  pure  chance,  though  John  will  never  think  so. 
I  and  my  brother  had  been  dining  at  Itchen  Abbas, 
and  walked  home  in  pelting  rain  and  darkness 
through  the  water  meadows.  Near  the  engine- 
house  pathway  there  was  a  deep  ditch,  and  we  had 
to  go  carefully.  I  casually  remarked  to  my  brother, 
"  Let  us  go  and  take  up  John's  eel  net,  and  hide 
it  with  the  eels,  I  should  like  to  hear  his  ideas  next 
morning."  A  voice  from  the  ditch  said,  "  Can  tell 
you  'em  now,  sir,  if  you  like,"  and  there  he  was 
hidden  in  the  long  grass  of  the  ditch. 

John  has  one  of  the  nicest  cottages  in  Kings- 
worthy,  and  he  is  blest  with  one  of  the  best  wives 
a  man  ever  had.  I  often  sent  a  friend  to  sleep  in 
their  spare  room,  and  they  never  failed  to  expatiate 
on  the  extreme  comfort  of  the  bed.  I  tried  it  once, 
and  asked  Mrs.  Lock  what  made  it  so  comfortable, 
and  she  told  me  the  mattress  was  stuffed  with  oat 
husks  ;  light,  springy,  and  warm,  it  beat  anythuig 
I  have  ever  rested  on. 

Above  the  White  Bridge,  leading  to  Easton  Village, 
a  wooden  carrier,  or  plank  conduit,  crosses  the 
stream,  some  twelve  inches  above  the  level  of  the 
water.  Just  under  this  carrier  lay  a  trout  of  2^1b., 
but  to  get  a  fly  up  to  his  head  beat  all  of  us  for 
three  seasons,  and  we  had  to  be  content  with 
occasional  glimpses  of  his  tail.  One  day  I  noticed, 
by  a  cobweb  hanging  over,  that  there  was  a  strong 
up  draught  under  the  wooden  planks,  and  this  gave 
me  an  idea.  Giving  my  rod  to  Sam  (John's  son)  to 
hold,  I  crawled  up  to  the  carrier  with  the  gut  cast 
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in  my  hand,  and  suspended  the  fly  (a  neW'  dry  on6) 
just  clear  of  the  water.  In  a  few  seconds  an  up 
draught  blew  it  up — I  suppose  close  to  the  fish's 
head,  anyway  I  saw  his  tail  swirl,  shouted  "strike" 
to  Sam,  and  we  were  fast  in  the  fish,  and  a  fine  2|lb. 
trout  it  was.  I  was  proud  of  that  fish,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  drift  a  sunk  fly  down  under  the  carrier 
on  account  of  obstructions,  piles,  weeds,  etc. 

Francis  Francis  gave  me  a  good  wrinkle  for  the 
morning's  start  by  recommending  a  visit  to  the 
nearest  hatches,  and  an  examination  of  the  newly- 
hatched  flies  to  be  found  in  the  spider  and  cobwebs. 

There  was  another  trout  that  beat  us  for  a  long 
time  on  Martyr  Worthy  shallow  ;  it  lay  close  to 
the  far  bank,  was  always  on  the  job,  but  no  hing 
we  offered  seemed  to  attract  its  attention.  One 
day  I  noticed  that  the  fish  only  took  flies  on  the 
bank  side  of  him,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps 
the  fish  was  blind  one  side.  As  the  fish  lay  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  long  cast,  I 
tried  to  pitch  the  fly  on  to  the  grass  at  the  edge, 
and  trust  to  a  lucky  twitch  making  it  fall  lightly 
the  right  side  of  the  fish.  First  cast  went  all  right, 
a  slight  twitch  released  its  hold  on  the  bank,  and 
the  fish  had  it  directly.  It  was  blind  on  one  side, 
as  I  fancied  it  might  be. 

A  curious  and  unique  experience  happened  to  me 
one  blustery  day  in  May.  There  was  a  big  hatch 
of  Olives,  but  neither  John  Lock  nor  I  could  spot 
a  fish  taking  them.  We  were  waiting  for  an  old 
friend  to  rise  under  the  opposite  bank  close  to  a 
tussock,  when  all  at  once  I  saw  a  large  Olive  dis- 
appear, where  the  fish  usually  lay.  There  was  no 
rise,  or  the  slightest  break  of  the  water,  but  it  made 
me  watch  very  closely,  and  I  saw  Olive  after  Olive 
disappear  in  the  same  mysterious  manner.  I  soon 
offered  the  gentleman  my  artificial,  and  in  less  than 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  had  landed  four  brace 
of  good  fish,  all  spotted  in  the  same  way.  ■ 

The  fish  apparently  were  drawing  the  flies  down 
by  then-  legs.  I  never  saw  the  same  thing  again, 
and  as  John  remarked  to  me,  it  required  to  be  seen 
to  believe  it.  A  friend  fishing  up  above  caught 
nothing  and  never  saw  a  rise,  though  there  was 
plenty  of  fly,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  same  game 
was  on  there,  and  he  never  noticed  it. 

Biarritz.  The  Ottee. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Avon  (King-wood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-iound  angling.  Mr.  F.  S.  Pridden, 
Mr.  Neppan  and  Son  fishing  the  Ringwood  and  local 
waters  had  an  excellent  take  of  pike,  taking  a'to- 
gethfr  fcixty-six  fish,  the  largest  171b,  141b.,  131b. 
and  121b.,  also  a  few  nice  perch.  Mr.  C  app  also 
had  a  nice  ba^k^t  of  roach  on  Tuesday,  taking  five 
dozi  n  weigliing  371b.,  the  largest  l|lb.  Mr.  Catch- 
pool  had  ab'iut  a  dozen  pike  up  to  121b.,  and  a  fii  e 
Jot  of  perch,  tal<ing  eighteen  fij-h,  eight  of  them 
welshing  over  21b.  each,  and  the  two  largest 
weighing  2pb.  each.  Mr.  Hulbert  and  Son  took 
thirteen  pike,  the  largest  7ilb. — M.  W.  Hayter, 
Whitrt  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood. 

Bottisbam  Loc&b  CWaterbeaoh). — Anything 
more  depressing  than  the  weather  since  my  last 
not?s  cannot  be  imagined,  and  to  write  angling 
repoits  i-i  a  hard  task.  One  day  promised  skating, 
anotl  er  ff'ggv,  with  a  thaw;  another  bright,  sunny, 
with  east  winds,  to  a  great  extent,  upset  the  capture 
of  all  fish  except  pike.  A  few  rodi  have  been  out 
with  on  y  two  and  thiee  smal  fish  enclosed  in 
their  hags.  To-day  (Jan.  25)  is  spring  wtather, 
mild  and  sunny  ;  wut  r  in  spUndid  cO(iditi<  n.  Live 
baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Uart  (Totnes  and  District)  — The  figures 
given  at  tlie  recent  meeting  of  the  Dart  Boaid  of 
Conservators  show  that  there  was  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £150  5s.  7d.  on  thi^  drawing  account  and  £150 
was  on  depc  sit  at  the  end  of  t  ie  year,  making  a 
t  tal  balance  i  f  £300  53.  7d.  This  is  eminently 
satisfactory,  as  over  the  receipts  from  licences 
On  tl  e  year's  recpi[  ts  the  rod  licences  for 
salmon  have  exceeded  the  1903  total  by  £30  I5s., 
the  trout  licences  by  £2  13s.,  and  £5  on  the 
net  icence-i,  wh  eh  show  that  th.»  riv.  r  has 
bien  popu  ar  all  the  way  roui  d  du  ing  tho  past 
year.  With  such  a  substantial  balance  in  h  ind, 
the  questio  n  of  r  stock ii  g  tue  river  has  b  •(  n 
niinti'iud,  and  will  le  decided  at  the  next 
mei  ting  of  the  Conservators.  It  was  stited  that 
'it  was  twenty  jears  since  the  river  was  re- 
stocked, but  it  has  transpired  that  about  seven 


or  eight  years  ago  some  fish  were  put  in.  At 
any  rate,  the  advisability  of  restocking  the  river 
will  not  be  questioned,  for  it  is  very  certain 
that  during  the  past  season  trout  have  been 
very  scarce  in  the  Buck fastleigh  district  and  lower 
down  the  river,  and  if  the  popularity  of  the  river 
is  to  be  upheld  the  conservators  should  not  fail, 
with  the  present  substantial  balance  in  hand,  to 
spend  a  good  amount  in  restocking. — Devoniak. 

Bxe  and  Canai  (BaO'  er  . — It  was  very  encourag- 
ing to  read  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  thetwo  satis- 
lactory  reports  of  the  Dart  and  the  Torridge  Board 
meetings  and  Mr.  H.  Ford,  clerk  of  the  Exe  Board 
of  C(  nservators,  on  the  last  year's  report.  The 
salmon  rod  licences  were  the  highest  ever  recorded, 
beating  the  famous  year  of  1879  by  £20,  while  the 
tiout  licenct  8  were  the  same  except  in  1903,  and  a 
balance  of  £78  19s.  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
board's  revenue  account.  The  net  and  salmon 
fishermen  have  a'so  had  a  good  season.  The  biggest 
salmon  caught  was  30^1b.  and  the  largest  number 
caught  in  the  nets  m  one  day  140,  while  several 
of  the  rod  fishermen  caught  over  twenty  fish  during 
the  season.  The  trout-fishing  has  also  been  fair. 
It  is  suggested  to  raise  the  trout  licences  to  5s. 
instead  of  28.  6d.  per  annum,  and  this  would  enable 
the  board  to  do  more  restocking  and  otherwise 
improve  the  fishing.  In  the  main  river  and  in  the 
Greedy  some  few  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken, 
also  a  few  pike  ;  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  our 
Exeter  Canal,  the  best  localities  being  Turf,  Top- 
sham,  Lime  Kilns,  and  Countess  Weir.  At  Exmouth 
a  few  pollack  have  been  taken  and  school  bass. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Beane,  and 
Stort  are  running  bright,  and  owing  to  the  change- 
able weather  there  is  no  good  sport  to  record.  For 
weeks  past  the  Lea  has  fished  very  badly,  and  until 
we  are  treated  to  some  rain  and  warmer  winds. 
Sport  promises  to  remain  dull.  The  water  is  at  a 
low  temperature  owing  to  the  ice  and  frosts. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiii^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budlei^h  Salterton). — The  trouting 
season  on  the  public  water  will  open  on  Feb.  2,  and, 
granted  the  present  mUd  weather,  enthusiasts  long- 
ing to  use  their  fly-rods  again  may  very  likely 
find  a  little  amusement.  The  Otter  is  an  early 
river,  and  it  has  frequently  been  noticed  that 
the  February  trout  in  the  public  water  are 
in  not  at  all  bad  condition.  Besides  the  free 
water,  there  are  several  parts  of  the  river 
owned  by  farmers  where  fishing  commences  on 
Feb.  2,  but  the  Rolle  Estate  preserved  portion 
does  not  open,  it  is  said,  xmtil  April  1.  It  used  to 
be  March  1,  but  last  j^^ear  the  date  of  opening  the 
season  was  postponed  to  All  Fools'  Day.  The  netters 
will,  of  course,  be  hard  at  work  on  the  public  water 
here  from  the  commencement  of  next  month.  This 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  but  is  unavoidable. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Now  is  the  best  time 
for  pike  anglers  to  visit  here,  as  the  water  is  in  first- 
rate  condition,  and  plenty  of  good  pike  showing 
themselves — chasing  the  baits. — Scabd. 

Sever  a.  Vyrnwy,  Tan  at,  and  Cais  (Llauymy 
nech). — Such  a  very  long  continuation  of  cold, 
foggy,  and  cheerless  weather,  which  has  been  the 
rule  in  this  neighbourhood  fur  such  a  period,  is  very 
seldom  experienced,  and  accompanied  by  a  most 
piercing  easterly  wind,  rendered  angling  a  matter  of 
impossibility  to  the  majority  of  the  disciples  of 
Izaak  Walton,  and  the  few  who  braved  the  elements 
had  little  success  to  reward  their  temerity.  The 
rivers  are  all,  at  present,  tinged  with  snow-water, 
and  have  been  for  some  days  owing  to  a  very  cold 
thaw,  and  there  is  stiU  snow  on  the  ground  in  many 
places.  After  a  long  absence  the  sun_  made  its 
welcome  appearance  on  Wednesday,  which  was  a 
lovely  day  with  every  indication  of  more  to  follow. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester  Canal.— 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  cold  and 
foggy.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  still  low,  and  fish 
have  been  quite  off  feed.  Reports  from  the  Ouse 
and  Adur  have  not  come  to  hand,  so  infer 
that  nothing  has  been  taken  worth  recording. 
In  the  Emsworth  Oyster  Fishery  pollution  case, 
held  at  the  Law  Courts  on  Saturday,  Jan.  21 — Mr. 
James  Foster  v.  the  Warblington  District  Council — 
Mr.  Justice  Walton  held  that  the  plaintiff's  rights 
had  been  disturbed,  and  the  oyster  beds  damaged 


TRonT  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  wiiders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  qverhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  vaniisli  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordei  ed  now.  The  greatest  caae  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dres  ing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers.— 
J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Analers'  BepOt,  19,  N«w 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  " P'iscator,  Leeds. " 


by  the  pollution  from  the  sewage,  and  judgments 
were  entered  f.ir  the  plaintiff,  with  c  sts  on  the 
question  of  the  liability  of  defendants,  reserving 
the  question  of  the  amount  of  damaees.  A  stay  of 
rtxeoution  was  granted  on  the  usual  terms,  with  a 
view  to  an  appeal. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  iljaaiow;. — The  Teme  is  now  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  Fair  sport  has  been  had  with 
pike.  Roach,  dace,  and  chub  havf<  been  taken,  but 
few  ang  ers  have  been  out.  The  Ony,  Corve.  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  but  nothing  done  in 
tiiem  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentoury). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
Continues  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  lesvel,  and  has 
been  in  order  for  angling.  Fishing  has  been  very 
quiet  and  will  be  until  the  weati.er  gets  more 
settled. — Worcester. 

Wye  (Monmouth).— The  water  in  the  Wye  at 
VIonmoutii  is  n  iw  in  i-plendid  condition  for  pike- 
fishing,  the  recent  floods  and  melted  snow  furnishing 
a  welcome  freshener.  The  best  bait,  preferred  by  local 
ang  ers,  is  a  rolling  bait,  but  fish  are  also  being  taken 
with  live  bait,  small  dace  for  preference.  A  ijentleman 
la«t  week,  pil .ted  by  Dick  M  irgan,  the  well-known 
fisherman,  captured  a  brace  of  fi  h  averaging  91b.  in 
the  r.^a  h  immediately  above  the  bridge.  Within 
tl  e  last  few  days  new  salm  m  have  been  s^en 
passing  over  the  shallows,  but  tl  e  water  is  not 
avouraLle  for  new  fish  running  till  the  snow  is 
cleared.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  offer  an  opinion  as 
to  the  salmon  fisl  i  g  rrospect?,  owing  to  this 
circumstance.  Ground  fi  hingwith  paste  a  id  gentles 
provides  good  sport,  roach,  dace  and  chub  being 
taken. — J.  G.  Jones. 

Tore,  Swaie,  Wharfe  Nidd  Derwent,  Onse, 
ato.  (Yorks)  — Up  to  Monday  last  there  has  been 
very  little  angling  in  the^e  riveis  for  a  week  or  more 
now.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yoie,  Mr.  J. 
Blades,  of  Hawes,  writes  me  that  the  streams  have 
been  icebound,  but  on  ti  e  whole  the  grayling 
fishing  season  in  that  district  has  been  very 
good.  Since  Monday  I  have  found  the  Yoie 
in  fine  trim  at  Middleham,  and  I  have  cauaht 
some  good  gray. ing  in  fair  trim.  Grayling,  I  find, 
are  bi  ginning  to  go  back,  but  at  this  period  vary 
very  much  in  condition.  In  the  district  of  Cover 
Bridge  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  spoit  has  only 
I  CPU  moderate.  Amontst  four  anglers  only  about 
a  dozen  fish  were  caught.  On  Jan.  21  a  fair  num- 
ber of  rods  out  on  the  lower  reaches  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  in  some  instances,  very  good 
baskets  of  fish  were  caught.  At  Boroughbridge 
a  few  rods  out;  sport  has  varied  ;  some  good  chub 
have  been  landed  lately.  Very  few  ang'ers  i  ut  on 
the  Swale  in  the  upper  reaches,  the  rivei-  has  been 
frozen  over  in  many  parts  on  the  li.wer  leaches. 
Very  few  anjilers  out  on  tfie  Nidd ;  in  the  upper 
reaches  up  to  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  skating  was 
going  on  freely  at  Knaresborough  between  the 
bridges.  The  Wharfe  has  be.n  in  fair  trim 
all  the  week.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out  on 
the  upper  reaches  at  Grassington  and  Burnsall. 
At  llkiey  a  few  rods  out,  one  or  two  have  accounttd 
for  good  baskets.  In  the  lower  reaches  very  little 
has  been  done  at  Weeton,  Woodhall,  and  Colling- 
ham.  The  weather  has  taken  a  decided  chang^, 
and  should  it  continue  one  can  expect  to  hear  of 
good  sport  at  the  week-end.  A  few  rods,  I  hear, 
have  done  well  on  the  Rye  and  Costa.  Tne  Derwent 
has  been  poorly  patronised  during  the  last  few  days. 
— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Peveron  (Banffshire)  —  In  a  fortnight  the 
salmon  fishings  open  for  the  season  on  the  river 
Deviron.  Although  the  spawning  season  has  not 
been  so  good  as  that  of  the  past  two  seasons  which 
were  exceptional,  still  the  season  is  considered  an 
average  one.  At  th  •  close  of  ths  fishing  last  year 
the  water  in  tl  e  river  was  low,  and  continued 
so  until  tl  e  beginning  of  December,  when  it 
rose  two  feet.  It  is  many  yeais  since  the 
water  has  been  at  such  a  low  mark  during  the 
spawning ;  the  only  other  spate  experienced 
was  about  the  middle  of  December  when  it  reached 
four  feet.  Owing  to  this  circumstance  few  large 
fish  entered  the  river,  and  those  on  the  spawning 
beds  were  of  a  smal  er  size  than  u-ual  and  a'so 
lewer  in  number.  The  weather  has  been  fairly[ 
favourab'e,  and  has  been  free  of  seveie  frc  st. 
Disease  has  been  very  sliyrht,  and  up  to  data 
only  about  a  seme  of  dead  fi-h  have  been 
found.  It  is  reported  from  Huntly  and  other 
sections  that  the.  e  is  a  fair  appear,  nee  of  fi-h  iii, 
t  e  p  ols,  Imt  owmg  to  the  statt'  of  the  wattr  it  is 
difficult  to  know  in  what  condition  they  are  in. 
The  weather  meantime  is  tine  and  oj  en,  and  should! 
it  continu  •  the  prospe  t-s  for  r  id  fishing  are  1  right. 
The  tot  1  num  .er  of  fish  ki  led  ast  s  ason  was 
disappointing;  it  was  less  than  half  thi  number  o£ 
that  kiled  )or  the  former  season.  Trout  fishing| 
I  will  commencd  on  March  1  and  end  on  Oct.  14.  Th« 
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free  fishing  at  Huntly  will  open  a  month  later.  The 
Deveron  is  noted  for  its  early  spring  fishing,  H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Jan?  17,  Mr. 
McKay  had  one  salmon,  171b.  On  Jan.  18,  Mr. 
Mappin,  one,  181b  ;  Mr.  Service,  two,  171b.  151b  ■ 
Mr.  McWilliam,  two,  211b.,  151b.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr! 
Galloway,  two,  14lb.,  131b.  On  Jan.  21,  Mr.  Gal  o- 
way,  one,  181b.  On  Jan.  23,  Miss  L.  Todd,  one, 
181b.  On  Jan.  24,  Lieut.-Colonel  Croby,  one  141b.' 
On  Jan.  25,  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  one,  14lb.  ;  Lieut  - 
Colonel  Croby,  one,  231b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  Breadal- 
bane  Hotel  water  on  Jan.  16,  Mrs.  Knight  caught  a 
salmon,  271b.  ;  and  on  Jan.  20,  Miss  Alma  Knight 
caught  a  salmon  151b. — W.  Knight.  ° 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  Jan.  19  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had  a 
salmon  of  191b.,  and  on  Jan.  20  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
jun.,  Twickenham,  had  one  of  241b.,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  another  of  121b.  On  Jan.  24,  Mr.  A.  C.  John- 
son, London,  had  two  of  171b.  and  181b.— R. 
Stewaet. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.)  —Angling 
has  commenced  on  both  Borgie  and  Naver  rivers, 
but  conditions  are  not  yet  very  favourable  for 
successful  angling.  During  the  pa-t  week  slight 
frost  prevailed,  and  rivers  have  got  rather  low. 
Mr.  Hugh  Bruce  (keeper)  caught  three  sa'mon  on 
the  Borgie  up  to  Jan.  21 ;  they  weighed  141b.,  91b., 
and  7Ib.  On  the  Naver,  Beat  No.  3,  Mr.  Graham 
Rhifail  landed  a  16-pounder  on  Jan.  19 ;  and  on 
Jan.  20  one  of  71b.  on  Beat  No.  5.  Mr.  Allison- 
Johnson,  le-see  of  the  Skelpick  shootincs,  has 
■anived  with  a  friend  at  Ske'pick  L<  dge  for  the 
spring  angling  on  the  Naver,  on  which  he  has  two 
rods  or  beats  until  the  end  of  March. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — In  another  two  weeks  now 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  Beauly,  Ness,  and 
sorne  eighty  odd  streams  will  be  open  for  the  early 
spring  sea-ion.  The  netting  on  most  centres  com- 
mences ut  the  same  time.  The  prospects  on  the  Dee 
are  very  bright  indeed,  and  alth -ugh  a  slight  snow- 
storm is  meantime  being  experienced,  with  hill 
frosts,  this  will  be  all  the  more  welcome  as  giving 
a  needed  check  to  the  heavy  run  of  fish  which  has 
been  going  on  almost  uninterruptedly  since  the 
middle  of  December.  Anglers  are  preparing  to 
come  north,  and  every  inch  of  water  on  the 
Dee  will  more  than  likely  be  covered  on  the 
opening  day.  Fimiock  fishing  commences  at 
the  same  time,  and  good  baskets  are  usually  made 
during  the  opening  weeks  on  the  lower  tidal  waters. 
On  the  Don  a  good  few  clean  fish  were  observed, 
but  it  is  not  like'y  they  will  get  far  up  owing  to  the 
general  low  state  of  the  water.  The  Aberdeen 
Trout  Angling  Association  are  in  negotiation  with 
several  Donside  proprietors  to  secure  a  piece  of  water 
for  their  private  use,  and  are  in  hopes  of  being 
successful.  There  are  not  many  reaches  in  the 
market,  and  the  rentals  asked  are  by  no  means 
small  even  for  trout  angling  alone.  The  Ythan  and 
Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25.  The  prospects  of  the 
netting  season  are  considered  very  good  all  along 
the  east  coast,  and  when  this  is  the  case  anglers 
may  have  good  reason  for  anticipating  a  success'ul 
start  at  least.  Everything  depends  on  the  weather 
now  for  a  successful  opening,  and  meantime  it  is  all 
that  could  be  desired. — G.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
very  mild  and  most  suitable  for  salmon  angling,  the 
principal  beats  on  the  river  being  all  in  good  ply 
and  fair  spoit  obtained.  On  Jan.  24  the  river  got 
rather  low,  but  on  Jan.  25  there  was  a  slight  rise. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  beats  for 
week  ending  Jan.  24.  Islamouth  and  Stobhall. 
—Fishing  this  stretch  on  Jan.  19,  Mr.  H.  J.  Turner 
and  R.  J.  Younger  kiLed  one  salmon  of  191b.  ;  on 
Jan.  20,  one  of  211b. ;  and  on  Jan.  23,  three  fish  of 
221b.,  211b.,  and  16lb.  Upper  Stanley.— Mr. 
Alex.  Heyder,  fishine  this  beat  on  Jan.  18,  landed 
three  fish  o£  241b.,  191b.,  and  171b.,  and  on  Jan.  20, 
two  of  221b.  and  111b.;  and  on  Lower  Stanley 
Mr.  Heyder  took,  on  Jan.  19,  one  fish  of 
171b.,  and  another  of  231b.  on  Jan.  21.  Benchill. 
— Fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  17,  Colonel  Braun 
landed  one  salmon  of  181b.  ;  on  Jan.  21  one 
of  \5\b.,  and  on  Jan.  24  another  of  171b.,  while  Mr. 
Havt5  Anderson  landed  one  fish  of  121b.  Battleby 
Water. — Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Baron  Cantoni, 
fishing  the  upper  water  on  Jan.  21,  killed  one  salmon' 
191b.,  while  the  boatmen  landed  one  of  25lb.  on 
the  nth  and  another  of  281b.  on  the  24th,  while 
on  the  lower  stretch,  on  18th  inst.,  the  boatman 
killed  one  fish  of  281b.    Upper  Dunkeld. — Miss 

A.  K.  Wilson,  fishing  for  Mr.  J.  A.  Park,  on  18th 
inst.,  landed  one  fish  of  261b.,  while  on  the  19th 
Mr.  W.  F.  Kay  took  one  of  241b.  Dalguise.— On 
this  stretch,  on  20th  inst..  Miss  Wilson  killed  three 
fish  of  161b.,  15lb.,  151b.,  and  on  Lower  Dunkeld, 
on  19th  inst.,  two  fish  of  20lb.  and  17Ib.  Del  vine. 
— Mr.  Renshaw,  fishing  this  water  on  the  18th, 
landed  one  fish  of  151b.,  while  on  the  20th  inst.  Mr. 

B.  L.  Scott  killed  two  of  191b.  and  171b.  Murthly. — 


On  Jan.  19,  the  keeper  landed  a  salmon  of  15lb. 
FiNDYNATE. — Fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  18,  Mr.  F. 
A  Dubs  took  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  the 
Grandtully  water,  on  Jan.  19,  another  fish  of  17ilb. 
River  Tummel. — Mr.  C.  Gibson  McLatjan,  fishing 
the  Dunfallandy  water  on  Jan.  19,  landed  a  nice 
salmon  of  12:b.,  while  on  the  Faskally  water  on 
Jan.  17  Mr.  W.  McDonald  had  one  fish  of  161b.,  on 
Jan.  18,  one  of  181b.,  find  on  Jan  20  another  of  18lb. 
Loch  Tay  (Killin  Reserved  Water). — On  Jan.  17, 
Mr.  McKay  killed  one  salmon  of  17b.;  on 
Jan.  18,  Mr.  Marpin,  one  salmon  of  18  b.,  Mr. 
Service,  two,  of  17Ib.  and  151b.,  and  Mr.  McWilliam, 
two,  of  211b.  and  151b.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Galloway, 
one,  181b.,  and  on  Jan.  21.  two,  of  131b.  and  14lb. ; 
while  on  Jan.  23,  Mr.  L.  Todd  killed  one  of  181b. ; 
on  Jan.  1.4,  Lieut.-Col.  Croby,  one  of  141b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
B'ne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (co.  Donegal). — 

Spawning  operations  have  been  very  successful 
during  the  past  season  (spawning  saason)  on  all  the 
ti  ibutflries  of  both  the  above  rivers,  as  the  weather 
duiing  the  spawning  season  was  mostly  favourable 
all  the  time,  and  salmon  were  abundant  on  most  of 
the  spawning  grounds.  The  rod  and  net  fishing 
season  opens  on  the  Bundrowes  River  on  Feb.  1 
(next  week),  and  as  some  clean  run  spring  salmon 
have  been  showing  in  the  river  for  some  days  past, 
anglers  are  looking  forward  to  the  capture  of  some 
of  them  very  soon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Angling  opens  here  on 
Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects  are  very  good  at  time  of 
writing.  The  lake  is  in  very  good  order,  and  saltnon 
are  arriving  in  generally  good  numbers.  Some 
dozen  boats  will  go  out  on  the  opening  day  if  the 
weathpr  be  at  all  favourable.  All  will  use  artificial 
baits  and  troll  on  the  head  waters.  It  is  not  likely 
that  anv  ang'ers  will  go  out  on  the  rivers  for  some 
time.  ■  Rain  is  falling  and  the  lake  is  rising,  but  will 
probably  be  in  nice  angling  order  at  the  start. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Though  sprats  are  daily 
brought  ashore  in  great  quantities,  the  most  meagre 
results  have  been  obtained  by  pier  anglers  of  both 
sexes  during  the  past  ten  davs.  Sizeable  whiting 
have  quite  disappeared,  codline  are  but  few  in 
number,  and  the  small  number  of  dabs  caught  have 
run  remarkably  poor  in  size,  though  invariably 
in  good  condition.  Mr.  Baum  made  a  pier  catch 
of  thirteen  codling  in  two  hours  on  Thursday 
(Jan.  19),  since  which  date  scarcely  any  results 
have  been  obtained.  On  Friday  (tfan.  20), 
Messrs.  Larkman,  Turner  and  Dunstone  fished 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  with  very 
indifferent  success,  and  evening  hours  witnessed 
but  litt'e  improvement.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harding, 
Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Tarling, 
and  Master  Ray  did  scarcely  anything  on  Jan.  21, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  Mr.  Baker,  and  Mr. 
Baum  found  matters  equally  slow  on  the  following 
day.  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  O'Brien  Casey,  and 
Mr.  Collier  took  a  few  codling  and  pouting  on  Jan.  23, 
but  the  general  run  of  them  was  veiy  small.  The  water 
on  Jan.  24  was  gin  clear,  and  daylight  results  were 
practically  nil,  while  the  catches  made  after  dark 
were  anything  but  good.  No  improvement  what- 
ever was  observable  on  January  25,  and  for  several 
hours  in  succession  not  a  bite  was  obtained  upon 
either  of  the  eight  rods  present.  Prospects  of  pier 
sport  in  the  near  future  could  scarcely  be  poorer. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth. — The  cold  has  been  much  against  sea 
fishing,  but  still  many  rodsters  can  be  seen  pro- 
menading piers  and  jetties  in  their  great  coats, 
mufflers,  and  gloves,  while  their  rods  and  throw- 
lines  are  doing  duty.  I  had  some  nice  erey  mul'et 
to-day  (Tuesday,  Jan.  24)  that  were  taken  in  the 
docks.  Whiting  are  in  the  Sound  again  in  great 
numbers,  and  are  being  taken  almost  everywhere. 
They  are  in  their  prime  for  the  next  two  or  three 
months.  They  will  take  almost  any  kind  of  bait, 
such  as  ragworm,  squid,  pilchard,  mackerel,  or  even 
little  bits  of  themselves.  The  flatfish  species  in  the 
next  three  months  are  a'so  in  best  condition,  and 
mackerel  make  their  appearance  in  greater  numbers 
on  the  south-west  coast.  Oysters,  crabs,  lobsters, 
and  all  shellfish  are  in  good  condition  in  this  month. 
— William  Heard er  (B.S.A.S.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair 
for  business.  Reports,  which  were  few,  were  quickly 
disposed  of,  and  the  decks  cleared  for  Mr.  Charles 
Hussey's  address,  "  With  Creel  and  Camera,"  the 
society's  big  sheet  being  properly  set,  and  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf's  matchless  lantern  prepared  for  action, 
being  trained  through  the  office  door,  concealed 


from  view,  but  murderously  effective  at  long 
range. 

Mr.  Edgar  Hyde,  from  the  chair,  introduced 
the  lecturer  in  due  f.rm,  but  rightly  desig- 
nated the  introduction  a  mere  form,  Mr. 
Hussey's  pleasant  personality  and  hifl  good 
work  being  very  well  known  to  the  members. 
He  is  a  good  fisherman,  but  has  added  the  further 
attributes  of  being  a  highly  skilled  pht)togranher, 
and  a  very  successful  preparer  of  lantern  si  des. 
He  must  have  worked  hard  and  long  to  enable  him 
to  put  upon  the  screen  nearly  two  hun  lrod  views, 
all  excellent.  Than  Mr.  Zaehnsd  rf  there  is  not  a 
more  skilful  and  efTective  lantern  operitor.  The 
whole  business  was  rapidly  and  succes'-fully  carried 
out  and  without  a  single  hitch,  and  afforded  much 
pleasure  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  all  pre-ent. 

In  a  sh'irt  introductory  speech  he  urged  upon 
members  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  seek  to  enjoy 
the  purely  personal  pleasure  of  sea  angling,  that  the 
true  member  of  the  society  should  in  some  form  or 
another  try  to  enable  his  brother  members  to  benefit 
by  and  enjoy  with  him  its  glorious  pleasures — some 
by  contributing  verbally  at  the  meetings  an  account 
of  what  they  had  dona  and  how  they  did  it ;  others 
by  careful  desrripfion  of  fish  caught,  their  habits 
and  habitat,  the  selertion  and  pie-iervation  of  rjre 
specimens,  and  the  preparation  and  reading  of  papers 
upon  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  upon  fish  food, 
the  doings  of  the  various  authorities  in  the  p  opaga- 
ti 'n,  p-eservation,  and  catching  of  sea  fish. 
Description  of  stretches  of  coast,  the  vessels  and 
nets,  lines,  bait,  and  appliances  in  use  round  the 
coast,  the  men  who  carry  on  both  the  trade  and 
the  sport  of  sea  fishing,  net  f  orgetting  to  remember 
and  desciibe  the  beautiful  scenes  of  sea,  sky,  and 
land  revealod  to  no  one  more  per.'ect'y  and 
often  than  to  the  devoted  sea  angler.  Naturally, 
he  claimed  for  photography  a  very  high  rank 
in  these  subsidiary  acquirements,  and  urged 
members  present  to  take  up  the  practice  of  the 
art,  for  art  it  was  to  either  learn  how  to  prepare 
slides  or  get  them  done  and  then  come  and  sh  iw 
them  in  the  society's  rooms.  He  wanted  to  see  the 
screen  quickly  worn  out  by  their  efforts. 

In  a  short  space  of  time  over  one  hundred 
slides  were  shown.  Commencing  with  accurate 
and  artistic  representations  of  the  various  boats 
used  round  our  coasts,  one  after  another  came 
the  celebrated  Scotch  fishing  boats  mustering 
at  Lowestoft,  the  St.  Ives  pilcharder  at  sea 
and  getting  ready  for  sea,  the  Penzance  boat 
after  mackerel  and  pilchard  at  Newlyn,  the  fore- 
sail and  mizen-punt  so  familiar  to  members  at 
Deal,  and  the  fine  wholesome  galley -punt — now 
rapidly  disappearing,  as  the  old  Deal  lugger  has 
disappeared  ;  the  fine  yacht  Glory. 

Then  came  a  lovely  pictuie  of  the  Deal  lifeboat 
putting  off  in  a  gale  from  Walmer  Beach.  The 
landing  of  six  lasts  of  good  fish  all  glittering  with 
silvery  light ;  and  then  a  seriei  of  pictures — good 
ones,  too — of  sea  and  sky  and  land ;  Hell  Bay, 
Scilly;  rough  seas  at  Lowestoft;  agnund  swell  at 
Deal ;  a  coming  squall,  followed  by  the  squall 
(a  marvellous  pair  taken  at  a  few  seconds'  interval) ; 
curious  waves  thrown  up  at  Margate  by  meeting 
currents. 

A  greasy  moon  over  the  sea,  wet  and  wind; 
Loch  Leven  and  a  wonderful  cloud  effect ;  sunshine 
on  the  sea  in  mid-Channel — indeed,  a  list  far  too 
long  to  enumerate. 

Charming  scenes  on  land — bracken,  brambles, 
flowers  of  all  kinds,  and  all  peifect,  ccttatres,  one  of 
the  few  windmills  left  that  revolve  upon  their  base, 
the  viilage  smithy,  parsing  on  to  seme  very  perfect 
views  of  rich  interiors  at  Windsor  Castle,  and  of  the 
Mausoleum  in  the  Park,  old  castles  and  architecture 
of  note. 

Then  one  hundred  slides  having  been  shown  an 
interval  for  chat,  and  then,  refreshed,  Mr.  Hussey 
resumed,  tackled  the  Globe's  recent  alarming  notes 
upon  the  recent  fall  of  cliff  at  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  and 
the  wonderful  remedial  measures  thej'  recommended 
should  be  adopted.  He  reminded  his  hearers  that 
at  a  lecture  read  to  the  society  upon  "  Erosion,"  he 
had  put  a  question  to  the  lecturer  upon  this  verv 
subject,  asking  whether  the  diversion  of  seas  and 
tide -by  the  new  harbour  at  Dover  was  not  likely  to 
damage  the  coast  at  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  and  no 
satisfactory  reply  was  elicited.  A  series  of  excel- 
lent photos  taken  by  him  on  the  spot  just  after 
the  tall  of  cliff  fully  bore  out  his  assertion  that 
the  affair  had  been  grossly  exaggerated;  by 
measurements  he  reduced  the  alleged  250,000 
tons  to  a  very  moderate  figure,  pointing  out,  more- 
over, that  the  bulk  of  the  damage  done  was  caused 
by  the  well-known  expansion  of  water  in  the  fissures 
converted  into  ice  by  severe  frost — a  process  which 
has  been  going  on  ever  since  the  world  was.  Ad- 
mitting that  the  undermining  by  wave  action  did 
cause  some  falls,  he  proved  by  clever  pictures, 
showing  the  detritus,  that  this  accounted  for  on'y  a 
small  portion  of  the  damage  done.    The  Globe's 
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assertion  that  the  wonderful  tide — tidal  wave,  etc. — 
that  has  been  running  riot  in  modern  journalism,  he 
simply  scouted.  Some  views  of  Folkestone  and  of 
Boulogne  taken  in  a  one  day's  excursion  by  the 
South  Eastern  Railway  boat  from  Deal  last  summer 
excited  some  amusement ;  Llanberis,  the  top  of 
Snowdon,  and  other  fine  views  brought  this  portion 
of  tlie  entertainment  to  a  close,  and  there  remained 
only  a  series  of  excellent  portraits  of  well-known 
rnembers,  bait  catchers,  boatmen,  and  fishermen,  all 
displaying  wonderful  skill  in  catching  personal 
peeuliaritirs.  The  omissim  to  include  "  Dragnet" 
in  the  list  of  nets  in  last  Wednesday's  paper  was 
here  at  ned  for  by  a  very  flattering  representation 
of  Mr.  ^  Howard.  Mr.  Hangar's  face,  that  of  the 
society's  faithful  agent  at  Deal,  was  looked  upon 
with  pleasure. 

Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to 
Messrs.  Hmsey  and  Zaehnsdoif,  prrpo=ed  by  the 
chairman  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Summers,  and 
duly  responded-  to,  the  name  of  Mr.  Zaelinsdorf, 
jun.,  being  added,  for  his  assistance  at  the  lantern, 
and  Mr.  Hyde  wa?  thanked  for  his  work  in  the 
chair.  A  paner  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  was  announced 
for  Wednesday  next.  H.  P. 


^offings  bg  ll)c  i^ap. 

"  Your  bait  of  falsehQod  takes  his  carp  of  truth." — 
Shakespeabe. 


DiNNA  rOBGET  !  The  "  Briny  Anglers  "  send  me 
a  command  to  be  present  at  the  Lord  Ntlson, 
Nelson-squiire,  Blackfriars-road,  on  Monday  even- 
ing, Feb.  20,  as  "dinner  will  be  sprved  at  8.30 
sharp."  Mr.  G.  H.  Shephmd  will  be  the  chai  rman, 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  the  vi  e-chairman.  Mr. 
Thomas  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak")has  promised  to 
be  present.  As  space  is  limited,  application  for 
ticke's  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Secretary  G.  B.  Bullock,  or  Treasurer  W.  Poole. 


Neptune  was  riding  on  the  waves.  "  T  presume," 
he  soliloquised,  *'  that  I  mi^ht  be  said  to  be  on  tlie 
water -cai  t !  "  Spearing  a  drink  with  his  trident,  he 
scooted  along. 


The  current  issue  of  Amusement  has  an  eloquent 
and  comprehensive  tribute  to  R  obert  Burns,  whose 
birth  lay  occurs  i  i  January.  Some  touches  in  this 
tribute  should  appeal  to  al  I  n'ers  of  the  ploughman 
po»t,  but  the  sons  of  Ca'edonia  should  welcome  the 
whole  article  as  an  appreciation  from  the  south  to 
the  north. 


Was  it  Volapuk  ? 

"  Why  wanch^r'n  school  terday  ?  "  "  Tooflner- 
day  terfoolerway'nsch ool.  Bsnerfis'Tin*."  "  Thasso  ? 
Warjergo?"  "Ole  Brown'smil-pon'."  "Katchany?" 
"I  haulelemout'sfast'syercood  countam.  G(.t>dler- 
coodcarry."  "  Jertakem  'ome  ?  "  "  Betcherboots 
I  tooknothin'  'ome  butmyself  wi'  therest  o'the 
schoolfellers.  Buttersoldmerfi-h 'forerwent."  "Lem 
meg-iwithyer  sumday  ?  "  "  Got?rmorrer'fyersayso." 
"Allrite.  I'llmeecberhereattenerclock."  They  part. 


In  aid  of  the  endowment  of  Cots  at  the  Royal 
Waterloo  Hospital  (an  institution  with  a  reliable 
income  of  only  £763,  and  which  is  now  rebuilt  to 
accommodate  two  hundred  patients),  a  gigantic 
Christmas  Tree  and  Children's  Fete,  with  music, 
will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Feb.  2,  from  3.30  to 
6  p.m.,  at  the  Kensingt  m  Town  Hall.  The  enter- 
tainment will  be  opened  by  the  Mayor.  The  tree  is 
to  be  illuminated  by  electricity,  and  each  child  will 
receive  at  least  one  present.  Tickets  2s.  6d.  each, 
by  private  sale  only,  on  or  before  Feb.  1,  from  the 
hon.  sec,  50,  Albert  Hall  Mansions,  S.W.,  or  the 
hon.  sec.  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital,  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation, 16,  Brook-street  (corner  of  New  Bund- 
Btreet),  W.    Tea,  sixpence  extra. 


A  WOMAN  who  has  never  seen  her  husband  fishing 
does  not  know  what  a  patient  man  she  has  married. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Balhana  Piscatorial  Society 
sends  a  cutting  from  a  local  paper,  from  which  I 
gather  that  one  of  their  most  respected  members 
(Mr.  Harry  Collins)  has  suddenly  disappeared.  On 
the  morning  of  Friday,  Jan.  20,  he  left  his  office, 
with  the  keys  and  books  quite  safe,  and  has  not 
been  seen  since  by  anyone  who  knew  him. 
Strangely  enough,  he  recently  asked  a  fellow 
member  whom  he  chanced  to  meet  to  have  his  name 
taken  off  the  roll  of  members,  observing,  "  I  shall 
not  fish  any  more."  If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of 
any  who  can  throw  any  light  upon  his  mysterious 
disappearance,  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by 
his  sorrowing  wife  at  166,  Hydethorpe-road,  Balham. 


Anqlebs  seldom  yawn;  but  if  they  ever  should, 
and  would  care  to  know  the  reason,  the  Lancet  says: 
"  Yawning  is  a  complex,  automatic,  physiological 
phenomenon  whereby  the  lungs  are  fully  expanded, 
the  heart  is  stimulated  to  greater  activity,  and 
probably  the  bljod  is  charged  more  fully  with 
oxygen.  It  commences  with  an  involuntary  spa-;m 
of  certain  of  the  muscles  of  mastication  and  de- 
glutition ;  its  termination  is  akin  to  the  process  of 
sighing,  and,  like  this  manifestation  of  deep  breath- 
ing, it  reinforces  respiration." 


A  COSTEKMONGEB  was  recently  be'abouring  his 
poor  moke  with  a  heavy  stick,  when  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  any  mercy.  "No,  sir;  I  ain't  got  nothin' 
but  bloaters  and  kippers." 


_  At  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society's  Competi- 
tion, on  Saturday  last,  one  fish  was  taken  (weight, 
3oz.).    Shades  of  Izaak  Walton  !    Was  it  sizeable  ? 


How  Henby  Blake  Knows. 

Don't  you  dast  kill  a  toad,  Henry  Blake  says,  for 
true 

As  you're  born,  it'll  rain  risht  away  if  you  do. 
For  Henry  Blake  sa^s  onc't  some  boys  that  he 
knowed 

Were  grin'  a  fi<ihin'  an'  one  ki  led  a  toad  ; 
Then  it  a  1  clouded  up  an'  th'  sky  got  so  black. 
An'  it  thundered  and  lightned  be''or'  they  got  back 
"Till  tl  ev  was  awful  scairt !    He  says  he  dunno  why, 
But  he  thinks  toads  has  somethin' t'  do  with  th'  sky. 

An'  Henry  Blake  showed 

Us  th'  place  in  th'  mad 
Where  the  boy  went  an'  kilt  him,  an'  that's  how  he 
knowed. 

Henry  Blake  says  if  you  just  split  a  bean 
An'  put  half  of  it  on  a  wart  when  it's  green. 
An'  throw  half  of  it  between  midni  ht  an'  dawn 
In  a  cistern  simewher^,  why  your  wart'.l  he  gon= 
Just  as  soon  as  it  rots.    iEenry  Blake  says  its 
true, 

'Cuz  a  friend  of  his  showed  him  a  bean  that  he 
knew 

Took  off  a  big  wart:  an'  th'  half  was  all  black. 
An'  Henry  Blike  says  that  it  rever  came  back. 

An'  Henry's  friend  ^^howed 

Him  the  cistern  he  thriwed 
The  cthei-  half  into,  an'  that's  how  he  knowed. 

Henry  Blake  says  that  a  snake's  tail  don't  die. 
When  the  snake  has  been  kilt,  till  it's  sundown, 
or  nigh  ; 

He  says  if  you  watch  'em  lonw  after  thev're  dead. 
You'll  see  the  tail  wriggle,  which  shows  what  he 
said 

Mus'  be  true;  an'  he  says  th'  nobody  don't  know 
What  keeps  'em  alive;    but  he  knows  it  is  so. 
*Cuz  a  friend  of  his  watched  one  onc't  all  aiter- 
noon. 

An'  th'  tail  stopped  a-wiggin  just  ever  as  soon 

As  th'  settin'  sun  throwed 

Th'  place  in  the  road 
Into   shadder,    an'    Henry  says  that's  how  he 
knowed.  — J.  W.  Foley. 


The  Mick,  discussing  the  recent  distress  in 
Tottenham  and  the  generosity  of  "  The  Sausaae 
King,"  said  :  "  Beg  ib  !  there's  nothing  in  the  wurrld 
like  a  hot  sausage  to  keep  ye  warm  when  it's  cold." 
[Of  course,  he  meant  the  weather.] 


"  MoN  dieu,  zees  languazhe,"  said  the  earnest 
Parisian,  who  was  visiting  the  fair.  "It  makes  me 
cent  mille  tr(  ubles.  Moi  and  Brown  tells  Mon. 
Smit'  has  one  level  head.  I  require  of  ze  dictionaire 
what  it  is  that  level  means.  Ze  dictionaire  say 
level  is  flat.  Next  day  I  see  Mon.  Smit',  an'  I 
compliment  heem.  '  Ah,  Mon.  Smit'  youse  aves  ze 
grand  flat  head.'  Mon.  Smit'  is  not  compliment. 
He  knock  me  down." — Cincinnati  Tribune. 


The  teacher  had  been  giving  his  class  an  object 
lesson  on  the  beetle.  When  the  lesson  was  over  he 
asked  if  anyone  could  give  him  a  description  of  the 
insect.  For  a  few  minutes  there  was  silence. 
"  Come,  now,  boys,"  said  the  teacher,  "  think ; 
when  you  are  all  in  bed  and  asleep,  what  is  that 
black  object  that  comes  in  the  dead  of  night, 
crawling  slowly  along  the  passage  and  creeping 
gradually  up  the  stairs?"  Tommy's  voice  from 
the  back  of  the  class:  "Please,  sir,  it's  father." 


This  is  the  time  of  year  when  fishing  parties  are 
popular,  but  they  most  always  come  home  without 
any  fish,  although  they  take  with  them  plenty  of 
bait  of  a  certain  kind. 


"  Wheee  have  you  been  ?  "  "  Fishing."  "  Have 
any  luck  ?  "  "A  little.  Didn't  get  shot  at  by  any 
Russian  battleship." — Washington  Star, 


Question  :  What  did  Scipio  Hannibal  ?  Answer  • 
Sylla. 


'  "  We're  in  a  pickle  now,"  said  a  man  in  a  crowd. 
"A  regular  jam,"  said  another.  "  Heaven  preserve 
us,"  exclaimed  an  old  lady. — dolumbua  (0.)  State 
Journal. 


Angry  customer  :  "  T  found  a  live  fish  in  the  milk 
yesterday."  Milkman:  "That  is  very  Ukely ;  my 
cows  drink  water  from  a  trout  stream." 


Albert  P.  Massey,  attorney,  tells  of  a  stuttering 
man  named  Sisson,  who  was  arraigned  before  a 
police  magistrate.  "What  is  your  name?"  asked 
the  magistrate.  "  S-s-s-s-sis-s-s-ss,"  began  the 
prisoner,  and  then  stopped.  "  What's  that  ? " 
demanded  the  magistrate.  "  S-s-s-sis-s-sis-s-fl " 
hissed  the  stutterer.  "His  name's  Sisson,"  inter- 
rupted the  policeman  who  had  made  the  arrest. 
"  He  stutters."  "  So  it  seems,"  said  the  magistrate. 
"  What's  he  charged  with  ?  "  "I  don't  know,  your 
Honour,"  said  the  policeman ;  "  it  seems  to  be  soda- 
water." — Harper's  Weekly. 


Wealthy  Man  (to  beggar):  "No,  I  shall  not 
assist  you,  and  you  needn't  envy  me  my  riches. 
With  all  my  wealth  I'm  wretched,  for  I'm  a  martyr 
to  indigestion."  Besgar :  "Well,  euv'ner  I've 
'eard  a  lot  about  indigestion,  but  I've  never  'ad 
the  chance  of  'aving  it.  All  I  arsks  is,  guv'ner, 
gimme  the  chance  !  "  * 


There's  something  in  a  rod  and  line 

A  sinker  and  a  hook. 
That  fills  one's  soul  with  yearning 

For  a  far-off  mountain  brook. 
Where,  though  there  is  in  every  cast 

An  e'ement  of  doubt. 
There's  always  hope,  perchance  a  bite. 

And  now  and  then  a  trout. 


I  WAS  very  glad  that  T  managed  to  find  time  to 
'ook  in  at  the  B.S.A.S.  meeting  on  Wednesday  last. 
I  went  for  a  few  minutes — T  stopped  to  the  end. 
'I  he  occasion  was  Mr.  Charles  Hussey's  lecture  on 
"  Creel  and  Camera."  Taking  as  his  text  Shakes- 
peare's prophetic  allusion  to  photography,  "The 
lorious  Sun  stays  in  his  Course  and  plays  the 
/Ichomist,"  Mr.  Hussey  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tages of  photography  to  everybody  and  for  every 
purpose,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  greater  use 
was  not  made  of  the  permanent  lantern  screen 
provided  by  the  committ-e  f<r  the  photographic 
illustrations  of  papers  read  at  the  society's  meet- 
ings. He  then  gavf' evidence  of  "the  faith  that  is 
in  him  "  by  the  display  of  a  hundred  choice  lantern 
s'ides  he  had  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
i  lustrating  almost  every  conceivable  subject. 
Moonlight  and  microbes,  boats  and  bacteria,  fleas, 
flowers  and  flounders,  the  lecturer  was  at  home 
with  them  all,  and  photographed  them  with  equal 
success. 

***** 

Having  proved  his  point  "up  to  the  hilt"  by  a 
practical  appeal  to  the  eye,  the  second  part  of  the 
entertainment  was  devoted  to  a  lecturette  on  "  Our 
Vanishing  Cliffs,"  with  special  reference  to  the 
recent  landslide  at  St.  Margaret's.  The  photographs  of 
the  spot  corroborated  Mr.  Hussey's  contention  that, 
like  the  report  of  Mark  Twain's  death,  the  damage 
done  had  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  the  dis- 
integration of  the  cliffs  was  continuously  going  on. 
Then  followed  a  humorous  account,  fully  illustrated 
ot  a  day  trip  from  Deal  to  Boulogne  and  back  by 
the  S.E.&C.  Railway  and  boats  (I  must  take  that 
trip  again),  the  whole  concluding  with  a  series  of 
admirable  portraits  of  well-known  members  of  the 
society,  which  naturally  evoked  much  applause 
It  was  an  altogether  delightful  evening,  and  was 
much  enjoyed  by  a  crowded  audience.  Mr.  Hussey 
had  the  advantage  of  the  assistance  of  Messrs. 
Zaehnsdorf,  pere  et  fils,  who  manipulated  the 
splendid  lantern  in  their  invariably  perfect  style. 
Higher  praise  could  not  be  given. 

*  »  *  »  ♦ 

The  beautiful  photographs  of  domestic  an  mals 
by  Mr.  Charles  Reid,  of  Wishaw,  who  had  kmdly 
allowed  the  lecturer  to  reproduce  them  in  lantern 
slide  form,  were  much  admired,  and  another  photo- 
graph in  which  I  was  interested  represented,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Hussey,  a  net  with  which  Mr.  Bates  had 
n(  t  dealt  in  his  lecture  of  the  previous  week.  Need 
I  say  it  was  the  counterfeit  presentment  of 

Dragnet. 
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Woies  from  f^c  Wotll), 

CuELmo  has  been  engaged  in  at  Braemar  and 
Alford.  This  indicates  that  the  upper  waters  are 
being  frdzen  up.  A  check  to  the  early  run  of  fish 
just  now  is  by  no  means  objectionable,  as  it  will 
jeep  the  bulk  of  the  fish  well  down  in  the  mid- 
:eaches  till  the  advent  of  the  season  on  Feb.  II. 

A  shark  landed  at  Montrose  last  week  from  a 
;rawler  measured  14ft.  It  was  sold  for  the  price  of 
ts  liver.  These  monsters,  as  also  seals,  foUow  the 
ihoals  of  salmon  as  they  come  on  the  coast  at  this 
eason  of  the  year. 


of  pike.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Birming- 
ham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening  (Jan.  19)  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  Coles.  The  balance  sheet,  as 
read  by  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  showed  that  the  society  was 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  Mr.  Coles  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  J.  Rabone  was  also  re-elected 
secretary,  the  other  chief  officers  were  also  re- 
elected ;  this  goes  to  show  that  the  members  were 
satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  business  of  the 
society  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  twelve 
months. 


beats  on  the  Tweed,  Loch  Tay,  Loch  NeU,  the 
Wharfe,  the  Derwent  (Derbyshire),  the  Wye,  the 
Avon,  the  Trent,  etc.  Mr.  Walbran  related  several 
amusing  anecdotes.  Many  persons,  he  said,  are  apt 
to  imagine  that  an  angler  is  a  sort  of  harmless 
lunatic,  and  is  looked  upon  with  pity,  but  there  is 
really  more  diversion  to  be  got  out  of  fishing  than 
is  generally  supposed. 


The  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association  has  at 
ast  been  fairly  launched.  The  membership  numbeis 
bout  forty,  the  subscription  is  a  guinea,  and  no  w  they 
tre  on  the  hunt  for  a  bit  of  water.  Mr.  Alexander 
i'orbes,  F.E.I.S.,  the  first  president  of  the  associa- 
ion,  is  one  of  the  keenest  anglers  in  the  North. 
Ir.  Jeffrey,  C.A.,  Union-street,  Aberdeen,  holds 
he  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  under 
he  guidance  of  these  and  a  committee  of  five 
'good  men  and  true"  anglers  the  good  ship  will 
e  in  the  best  of  hands. 


The  Fisheries  Commission  held  their  last  sitting 
1  Wick  on  Jan.  20,  Golspie  on  Jan.  21,  and  now 
liey  will  finish  up  and  set  to  to  prepare  a  report 

The  evidence  hitherto  taken  as  to  the  decline  of 
he  inshore  fisheries  has  been  against  the  trawlers, 
Qd  fishermen  plead  for  the  entire  closing  of  the 
[oray  Firth. 


The  opening  of  the  salmon  season  on  the  Tay 
nd  Loch  Tay  is  always  watched  with  the  keenest 
iterest  by  those  having  waters  which  open  later  on. 
he  index  as  to  what  they  may  expect  is  a  pretty 
ife  one,  for  when  fish  are  forward  in  one  river  they 
•e  sure  to  be  well  up  the  other. 

The  Dee,  Spey,  Ness,  Beauly,  and  a  few  more 
irly  streams  might  easily  be  fished  from  Feb.  1  at 
ast,  and  close  when  the  Spey  closes  on  Oct.  15. 

The  results  of  the  Tay  opening  are  considered 
ghly  satisfactory,  and  although  the  numbers  were 
lall  compared  with  some  former  years  it  must  be 
irne  in  mind  they  were  obtained  in  the  teeth  of 
stiff  gale  and  snowstorm. 

Hitherto  the  winter  has  been  a  comparatively 
len  one,  and  lots  of  fish  running  since  Christmas, 

that  with  a  continuance  of  the  same  favourable 
nditions  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  start 

the  eighty  odd  rivers  which  open  on  Feb.  11. 

Tidal  fishing  for  finnock  is  prosecuted  with  con- 
lerable  success  from  the  very  first  day  of  the 
json.  The  nearer  the  sea  the  better  the  quality  of 
B  fish.  The  kiUing  lures  are  the  Hare's  Lug  (ear), 
irch  Brown,  Lord  Saltoun,  Red  Palmer,  Nos.  8 
9  Limerick.  The  Devon  tube,  terror,  sand-eel, 
of  fairly  large  sizes,  all  do  well  under  average 
aditions.  Special  Scotch. 


Fotfinelal  flugling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

iVe  have  had  a  change  in  the  weather;  it  has 
jome  warmer,  and  the  snow  has  begim  slowly  to 
appear,  but  it  will  be  some  little  time  before 
img  wUl  be  good,  as  it  will  take  a  little  time  to 
i  the  snow-broth  out  of  the  water.  The  Avon, 
;nt,  and  some  of  our  smaller  rivers  have  beeri 
7ered  over  with  a  thin  covering  of  ice,  but 
w  this  has  cleared  away  there  will  be  a 
.ter  prospect  of  sport.  Some  of  our  new  clubs 
i  making  rapid  headway;  we  have  one  club, 
I  City  Stores  Society,  which  is  only  about  three 
nths  old,  that  are  close  upon  one  hundred 
mbers  strong.  The  Star  Society  have  also  made 
arge  number  of  members.  The  Great  Western 
siety  have  made  over  twenty  members  during  the 
■t  two  weeks.  The  City  Piscatorials  are  going 
3ng,  they  had  their  general  meeting  last  week  and 
3ted  about  twenty  new  members.  Previous  to 
bad  weather  coming  upon  us,  the  members  of 
Travellers'  Rest  Society  had  some  very 
id  sport  on  their  private  waters;  a  pike 
over  121b.  was  taken  from  the  Mease,  and 
le  of  the  members  of  the  same  club  had 
le  good  catches  of  roach  from  private  waters, 
r  members  are  looking  forward  to  the  snow-broth 
□g  cleared  away  from  the  upper  'reaches  of  the 
ern,  which  is  reported  to  have  a  large  quantity 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  that  since  my 
last  notes  were  despatched  the  spell  of  Arctic-like 
weather  has  almost  entirely  put  a  stop  to  angling. 
In  common  with  other  parts  of  the  country,  the 
Fen  District  has  been  visited  by  severe  frosts  and 
snowstorms,  so  that  with  the  majority  of  fishermen 
their  tackle  has,  perforce,  remained  dry  on  the 
shelf.  Perhaps  the  Witham  has  suffered  less 
seriously  from  the  effects  of  the  frost  than  any 
other  water  of  note.  The  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston 
has  beeii  utilised  to  render  navigation  practicable, 
so  that  in  places  the  river,  to  a  certain  extent,  has 
been  kept  open.  Hardy  fishermen,  therefore,  have 
been  able  to  indulge  in  a  little  reaching,  and  those 
who  have  fished  at  Bardney  creeled  some  nice  fish 
both  with  the  maggot  and  yellow  paste.  The  Bain 
— a  tributary  of  the  Witham — -which  rarely  becomes 
frozen  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  fishing 
altogether  impracticable,  has  attracted  an  occasional 
visitor,  but  there  has  been  no  sport  there  of  late  to 
warrant  special  comment.  The  Forty-foot  has  been 
entirely  icebound,  and  skating  has  been  in  full 
swing.  As  these  notes  were  being  penned  a  rapid 
thaw  was  taking  place,  so  that  anglers  are  looking 
forward,  with  some  degree  of  hope,  of  being  able 
to  resume  operations  at  no  very  distant  date 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

River  reports  are  anything  but  interesting.  The 
Bollin  is  in  very  fair  order,  but  the  weather  con- 
tinues anything  but  favourable.  Of  our  other 
rivers  nothing  is  reported  from  either  the  Ribble, 
Lune,  or  Wyie.  There  are  a  great  many  changes 
taking  place  in  premier  associations  in  various 
towns,  chiefly  to  benefit  local  interests,  but  there 
lacks  that  good  feeling  which  every  angler  professes 
to  admire.  Liverpool  anglers  are  a  little  more 
active. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Once  again  has  depression  settled  on  this  city, 
even  pike  fishers  have  to  keep  quiet,  as  nearly  every 
water  is  coated  with  ice.  The  Ardwick  A.S.  have 
decided  to  fish  a  match  by  way  of  closing  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  and  opening  the  summer 
season.  From  inquiry  at  various  anglers'  out- 
fitters it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  there  is 
next  to  no  demand  for  tackle.  Preparations  for 
getting  away  are  on  a  very  limited  scale. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  period  of  writing  (Jan.  25)  the  sun  was 
shining  brightly  and  conditions  were  decidedly 
more  favourable.  The  snow  disappeared  very 
gradually,  and  so  produced  very  little  rise  of  the 
'I'rent.  Chub  fishers  were  out  on  Jan.  21  and 
Jan.  24,  and  scored  fairly  well  with  greaves  and 
pith  and  brains  at  Hazleford,  Fiskerton,  and  Shel- 
ford.  Piking  has  been  impossible  owing  to  the 
backwaters  being  covered  with  ice.  Another  big 
salmon  has  been  taken  out  of  the  river  below 
Fiskerton  ferry.  It  had  been  badly  attacked  by 
fungus  and  was  dead;  the  flesh,  however,  was  a 
beautiful  pink  colour.  Lobworms  are  most  difficult 
to  procure,  and  roach  votaries  for  their  sport  are 
having,  for  the  most  part,  to  depend  on  bread- 
paste.  But  there  is  no  bait  on  the  Trent  during  the 
winter  to  equal  the  worm. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  drawback  to  angling  during  the  week  has 
been  the  floating  ice,  pike  fishers  especially  being 
anxious  for  its  disappearance,  as,  apart  from  its 
presence,  the  frosty  conditions  have  been  favour- 
able to  sport.  It  is  but  little  consolation  to  be  told 
that  they  can  do  better  [just  now  in  Ireland  than 
we  are  doing  in  Yorkshire  in  fishing  for  pike,  and 
perhaps  a  little  tantalising  to  be  informed  that 
Mr.  H.  A.  Robinson,  J.P.,  has  caught  a  monster 
pike  in  Lough  Marsh,  co.  Mayo.  My  informant's 
communication  states  that  the  fish  weighed  381b. 
and  is  3ft.  llin.  in  length,  and  that  it  is  to 
be  exhibited  in  a  Dublin  naturalist's  shop.  Mr. 
Francis  Max  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  lectured  before  the 
members  of  the  York  and  District  Field  Naturalists' 
Society  on  Tuesday  night,  his  subject  being,  "By 
Lake  and  River,  from  an  Angler's  Point  of  View.'' 
He  described  a  great  many  rivers  in  which 
really  good  salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  obtain- 
able, and  a  hundred  or  more  beautiful  lantern 
pictures  were  exhibited,   illustrating  well-known 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

There  is  nothing  worth  reporting  in  the  way  of 
angling  from  any  quarter  since  last  notes,  and 
probably  nothing  will  until  the  spring  fishing  opens 
on  the  first  prox.  The  prospects  are  good  at  time 
of  writing  on  all  the  principal  waters.  Salmon  are 
reckoned  numerous  already  on  the  earlier  waters, 
which  are  all  in  good  angling  trim.  The  weather 
— always  a  very  important  factor — promises  well  at 
the  present  juncture,  though  there  is  of  course  a 
possibility  that  it  may  change  ere  angling  opens. 
Anglers  are,  however,  hopelul  that  operations 
will  start  under  very  favourable  auspices.  An 
important  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anglers'  Association 
was  held  on  Friday  last  at  which  Mr.  S.  Haynes 
presided.  Theie  was  a  large  attendance  of 
members.  The  chairman  stated  that  over  ninety 
new  members  were  elected  since  last  meeting,  and 
that  he  hoped  to  see  250 — or  even  more — members 
of  the  association  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
Cork  Anglers'  Association  has  started  well,  and  bids 
fair  to  be  very  successful  in  all  it  aims  at.  The 
committee  is  what  may  be  fairly  termed  a  strong 
and  hard-working  one,  and  on  the  roll  of  members 
are  some  of  the  best  and  most  successful  anglers  in 
the  country.  The  association  wOl,  wo  are  certain, 
go  far  to  put  down  illegal  fishing,  and  through  its 
instrumentality  angling  on  the  Cork  waters  should 
exhibit  much  improvement  in  the  near  future.  Pity 
it  is  that  there  are  not  more  such  associations  in 
Ireland. 

North  of  Ibeland. 
The  majority  of  the  North  of  Ireland  rivers  are 
later  than  those  of  the  southern  and  western  coasts, 
and  consequently  comparatively  few  of  them  open 
on  Feb.  1.    The  rivers  which  open  on  that  date  are 
the  Lagan,  Bush,  Ballycastle,  Glenarm,  the  Geens 
of  Antrim  streams,  the  Bunduff ,  Bundrowes,  Leanan, 
Gwesdore,  and  Gweebarra.    Thereservohsat  Wood- 
burn,  Loughmourne,  etc.,  and  the  private  waters 
of    the   Ulster   Anglers'    Association   at  Belfast 
open  on  the  same  day.    Tlie  February  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Bush  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Gunning  Moore,  D.L.,  Cookstown,  who  has  fished 
Lord    Macnaghten's    waters    for   many  seasons. 
The  Bush  kept  a  moderate  height  all  the  season,  and 
the  spawning  period  was  consideied  a  good  one. 
West  of  Ireland. 
In  the  "Wild  West,"  numerous  rivers  open  for 
the  season  of  1905  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  1. 
These  include  the  Aille,  the  famous  Corrib  and  its 
tributaries,    Claregalway,    Black    River,  Bealan 
Brack,  Owenriff  and  Spiddal,  Lough  Mask  and  its 
tributaries,  and  numerous  streams  and  lakes  in  the 
hinterland  of  the  "Joyce  Country,"  the  famous 
Ballynahinch  fishery,   Cashea,   DoohuUa,  Scrub, 
Inver,  and  Erriff ;  and  in  county  Mayo,  the  Owen- 
more,  Munhim  and  Lough  Carrowmore,  Burris- 
hoole  and  Ballycrag,  the  latter  immortalised  by 
Maxwell's  "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West."    In  Sligo 
the  Garvogae  opens  for  rod  fishing,  also  the  Easky, 
Drumcliffe,  Glencar  Lake,  the  Grange,  and  the  Moy, 
which  in  its  lower  ten  miles  mar  to  the  boundary 
between  Mayo  and  Sligo. 

DuBLiJsr  AND  District. 
On  February  1,  some  of  the  streams  open  in  the 
Dublin  district,  including  the  pellucid  Liffey,  the 
Vartry,  Tolka,  Dodder,  and  the  reservoirs  at  Rath- 
mines  and  Brittas.  Just  now  the  rivers  are  high. 
On  most  of  the  trout  waters  nothing  is  done 
usually  till  March. 


HERNE  BAY  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


This  association  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
their  headquarters  on  Monday,  Jan.  16,  Mr.  J. 
Mackett  (president)  in  the  chair.  The  chairman,  in 
presenting  the  balance  sheet  for  the  year,  stated 
that  the  amount  received  in  subsriptions,  etc.,  was 
£35  Os.  9d.,  and  the  expenses  £33  19s.  9d.,  leaving 
a  balance  of  £1  lOs.  3d.,  which  included  sub- 
scriptions due.  These  accounts  were  for  one  year 
and  three  months  on  one  year's  subsci  iption.  He 
considered  this  most  satisfactory,  as  they  included 
expenses  which  will  not  occur  this  year.  The  balance 
sheet,  as  presented,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  J.  Mackett  accepted  the  presidency  for 
another  year,  and  the  following  committee  was 
elected: — Major  Brine,  Messrs.  Boncey,  Fox, 
Wheeler,  and  Shorter.  Mr.  Lomer  was  elected  in 
place  of  Major  Bright-Smith,  who  had  left  the  town. 
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Mr.  Whitchurch  was  elected  as  a  seventh  member, 
with  Mr.  Gripper  as  hon.  secretary.  Major  Brine 
presented  the  silver  and  bronze  medals  for  the 
greatest  weight  and  areatest  aggrsgate  weight  caught 
during  the  members'  competitions.  The  silver  medal 
fell  to  the  president,  and  the  bronze  medal  to  Mr. 
Gripper.  The  hon.  secretary  mentioned  that  during 
the  coming  season  there  would  be  seven  or  eight 
prizes  to  be  competed  for  at  members'  competitions, 
instead  of  two,  and  that  this  should  encourage 
individual  angling.  Aho  that  hand-lines  were  no 
longer  permissible  at  competitions.  The  two  events 
of  the  year  were  the  public  angling  competition, 
which  proved  such  a  success,  and  the  Hastings 
Conference,  which  affects  the  whole  of  the  angling 
world,  and  has  brought  the  associations  and  societies 
into  one  large  and  influential  body. 


LEEDS    ANGLING  CLUB. 


'  The  above-named  club  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  in  Leeds,  its  president  being  Mr.  J.  W. 
Grassham,  the  champion  pike  fisher  of  Yorkshire. 
Under  his  presidency,  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  20, 
some  fifty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a 
sumptuous  repast  served  up  in  Host  Royston's 
best  style  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel.  The 
toasts  were  few  and  brief,  "  The  Army,  Navy, 
and  Auxiliary  Forces"  being  proposed  by  Mr. 
Darnbrough  (vice-chairman);  "Ourselves"  was 
given  by  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran,  and  responded 
to  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston.  "The  Visitors"  was 
the  one  allotted  to  Mr.  P.  M.  SlatPr,  and  was  replied 
to  by  Mr.  Tom  Foxeroft  (president  of  the  Leeds 
Amalgamation)  and  Mr.  H.  Lee;  "The  Prize- 
givers"  was  given  by  that  good  old  veteran  all- 
round  angler,  Mr.  George  Allenby,  and  his  speech 
met  with  great  applause,  Messrs.  Williams,  P.  Smith, 
and  J.  Marshall  responding.  ' '  TheHost  and  Hostess  ' 
by  Mr.  Jno.  Pickersgill  and  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Royston  concluded  that  department.  At  inter va's 
songs  were  rendered  in  best  style  by  Messrs.  P. 
Smith,  H.  Williams,  Geo.  Nicholson,  Sutcliffe,  R. 
Johnson,  J.  Hope,  J.  Pickersgill,  J.  Gras?ham,  W. 
Ingham,  Sedgwick,  and  Murgatroyd.  The  veteran 
hon.  sec.  was  unfortunately  absent  on  account  of 
illness,  and  a  telegram  was  despatched  to  him 
expre.ssing  the  sympathy  of  the  company  present. 

Halcyon. 


LEEDS  AND  COUNTY  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds  and  County 
Anglers'  Club  was  held  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Leeds, 
on  Fiiday,  Jan.  13.  As  Mr.  C.  Bradford  was  absent 
through  illness,  Mr.  Geo.  Helliwell  took  the  chair. 
After  full  justice  had  been  done  to  the  good  things 
provided,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted 
to  harmony.  The  toasts  of  "  The  King,"  "  Our- 
selve?,"  and  "The  Visitors"  were  proposed  by 
Messrs.  Helliwell  (the  chairman),  Walsh,  and 
Burniston,  the  last  two  being  seconded  bv  Mr. 
Hogg  and  Dr.  Bacon  respectively,  whilst  Messrs. 
Denison,  Helliwell,  Dufi,  Burniston,  Pickersgill, 
Grant,  Walsh,  and  James  contributed  to  the  success 
of  a  very  pleasant  evening  by  giving  songs,  recita- 
tions, etc.  The  club  has  been  in  existence  for  thirty 
years,  Mr.  G.  Helliwell  having  filled  the  post  of 
secretary  during  the  whole  of  that  period.  A 
capital  length  of  the  Wharfe  just  below  Collingham 
Bridge,  noted  for  its  grayling,  has  just  besn  added 
to  the  club's  already  large  ripertoire  of  waters. 


THE 


ANGLING  SEASON  (1904)  AT 
LAIRG,  SUTHERLAND. 


The  past  season  by  anglers  from  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  has  teen  a  record  one  so  far  as  records 
have  been  kept.  Loch  Shin,  of  course,  yielded  most 
of  the  sport,  but  Lochs  Beannoch,  Fuarloch, 
Cracail,  and  other  waters  were  also  over  the 
average,  although  the  season  was  very  short,  being 
later  in  commencing  and  earlier  in  closing  than 
usual.  The  following  were  the  catches  of  the 
season: — Mav,  116  brown  trout,  27  fib. ;  June, 
5  salmon,  531b.,  14  ferox,  581b.,  891  brown  trout, 
496  jib. ;  July,  4  salmon,  561b.,  7  grilse,  36ilb., 
10 /eroa;,  37^1b.,  740  brown  trout,  344lb. ;  August, 
1  salmon,  lOilb.,  9  grilse,  461b.,  1  ferox,  2Jlb., 
737  brown  trjut,  348 fib.  ;  September,  75  brown 
trout,  32 Jib.  Totals  in  1904,  10  salmon,  119 Jib., 
16  grilse,  82Ub.,  25  ferox,  981b.,  2559  brown  trout, 
1249Jlb.  Totals  in  1903,  19  salmon,  255|lb., 
1  grilse,  4Jlb.,  9  ferox,  30|lb.,  2140  brown  trout, 
918|lb.  The  following  retrospect  of  the  numbers 
and  total  weight  of  fish  of  all  kinds  landed  during 
each  of  the  past  five  seasons  will  show  at  a  glance 
the  steady  increase  in  sport.  Total  fish  of  a'l  kinds 
in  1900—2037,  1222Jlb.  ;  1901—2371,  1376flb.  ; 
1902— 2354,  12131b.;  1903—2169,  12081b.;  1904— 
2610,  1549|lb.    Total  in  five  years,  11,541  fieh, 


657021b.  The  heaviest  salmon  of  the  past  season 
weighed  231b.,  while  the  average  all  over  was  121b. 
The  heaviest  grilse  was  71b.,  and  the  average  51b. 
Some  heavy /eroa;  were  got,  121b.,  101b.,  and  8  Jlb., 
but  the  average  was  only  about  41b.  Trout  made 
the  excellent  average  of  close  on  ilb.  B, 


"THE  SCARLET  PIMPERNEL." 

This  very  beautiful  new  romantic  comedy,  by 
Orczy-Barstow,  produced  by  Miss  Julia  Nei'son 
and  Mr.  Fred  Terry  at  the  New  Theatre,  is  a  very 
remarkable  play,  a  lovely  combination  of  domestic 
drama  and  charming  comedy,  deserving  of  the 
great  enthusiasm  it  receives  from  crowds  at  each 
performance.  The  plot  is  a  simple  love  story. 
Love  estranged  for  a  time  by  the  machinations  of 
the  Fiench  envoy,  or  spy,  "skilfully  and  quietly 
portrayed  by  Mr.  Horace  Hodges,"  and  in  the  two  last 
acts  shining  out  more  and  more  brilliant,  real  and 
true.  It  has  a  picturesque  setting,  that  of  the  French 
Revolution.  It  is  impossible  not  to  be  interested, 
so  original,  entertaining,  and  moving  is  the  whole 
production — it  never  flags.  Miss  Julia  Neilson  is  at 
her  very  best  as  Lady  Blakeney,  her  striking  per- 
sonality carrying  her  through  each  scene  to  a  grand 
climax.  In  the  third  act,  where  she  discovers  she 
has  unwittingly  betrayed  her  husband  to  his 
enemies,  she  is  superb,  giving  a  splendid  piece  of 
emotional  acting  full  of  power.  Mr.  Fred  Terry 
has  a  more  even  part,  that  of  an  affected  gentle- 
man, but  capable  of  great  and  noble  acts  ;  he  plays 
with  great  strength  and  decision  very  finely  through- 
out, and  gives  us  some  grand  comedy  acting.  The 
entire  supporting  company  are  all  exceptionally 
good,  and  one  leaves  the  theatra  delighted  and  in 
good  spirits,  with  a  half  longing  to  some  day  see 
this  capital  play  again. 


JlssociaUons,  clc, 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  usual  weakly 
meeting  on  Jan.  18.     There  was,  however,  but 
little  business  to'  transact.      A  nomination  for 
membership  was  put  before  the  meeting.  Several 
members  gave  in  their  names  for  the  "  sides"  com- 
petition to  be  held  at  Marlow  on  Feb.  12.  Very 
few  members  have  been  fishing  recently,  conse- 
quently results  are  meagre.    Mr.  C.  Hough,  how- 
ever, had  five  chub  (best  21b.  6oz.)  this  last  week- 
end at  Harefield,  and  Mr.  Smedmore  a  good-shaped 
pike  of  51b.   lOJoz.,  but  he  unfortunately  lost  a 
much  larger  fish  at  the  last  moment  through  not 
having  either  a  gaff  or  landing  net.  Programmes 
of  future  events,  concerts,  etc.,  to  the  end  of  March 
have  been  posted.    On  Feb.  8  our  secretary  will 
read  a  paper,  to  be  followed  by  a  concert. — E.  B. 
City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
There  was  a  grand  show  of  fish  at  the  well- 
attended   meeting  over  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark 
presided  at  Broad-street    Restaurant,   E.G.,  on 
Tuesday  last.    Fishing  reports  were  numerous,  the 
day  having  been  appointed  as  the  occasion  of  a 
"roach,  chub,  and  dace  competition,"  some  good 
catches  being  exhibited,  every  tray  of  the  society 
being  well  filled.    Many  fine  chub  were  weighed  in  by 
Mr.  Haynes  from  Datchet,  who  had  a  magnificent 
catch,  best  three  nearly  71b.    A  number  were  also 
shown  by  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  from  Tilehurst,  three  best 
nearly  61b.,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  also  having  a  catch 
almost  as  large  from  Henley,  three  best  fish  being 
considerably  over  5lb..  Mr.  Isaacs  from  the  Thames 
at  Wraysbury  and  Mr.  Wolff  from  Chertsey  also 
having  many  good  fish  of  the  same  kind.  Mr. 
Haynes  from  Datchet  and  Mr.  Canton  from  private 
water  had  a  number  of  good  roach,  whilst  Mr.  Lowe 
showed  over  two  dozen  good  dace.     Subject  to  the 
committee's  award,  the  chub  competition  medal 
was  won  by  Mr.  Haynes,  and  that  for  dace  by  Mr. 
Lowe.    Mr.  Davison  presented  four  capital  books 
tn  the  library,  receiving  a  hearty  vota  of  thanks  for 
his  valuable  gift.    It  was  notified  that  on  Tuesday 
next,  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Hurren  would  read  a  paper  of 
great  piscatorial  interest,  and  that  on  the  Tuesday 
following,  Feb.    7,   there  would  be  a  Bohemian 
concfert,  to  which  ladies  would  be  invited. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on  Jan.  18, 
the  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  in  the  chair. 
After  the  preliminary  business  the  balance-sheet  for 
1904  was  read,  which  showed  the  club  was  in  a 
prosperous  condition  with  £40  in  the  Post-office 
Bank,  and  a  balance  in  treasurer's  hands.  The 
meeting  then  proceeded  with  the  election  of  ofiicera 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett  was 
elected  president ;  'Messrs.  W.  Marshall,  J.  Prescott 
Clay,  T.  J.  Church,  and  G.  Young,  vice-presidents ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Dupere,  chairman;  Mr.  W.  King,  vice- 
chairman  ;  Mr,  F.  Neary,  treasurer ;  Mr.  W.  Gorton, 


librarian  and  curator ;  Messrs.  J.  A.  Cooper.  W 
Grant,  J.  K.  Orsman,  H.  Richards,  H.  Scott,  H.  J- 
Thompson,  W.  C.  Wack,  and  J.  Sidery,  committee  ; 
Mr.  J.  Dryden,  secretary.  After  passing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  otficers  for  the  past  year,  and  one 
to  Mr.  Dowsett  for  presiding,  the  meeting  concluded 
at  11  p.m. — J.  D.,  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  over  the  committee 
meeting  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Fishing  reports  were 
few,  but  late  in  the  evening  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfas^ 
brought  up  a  nice  lot  of  jack,  part  of  a  catch  that 
day.  Altogether  he  took  nearly  twenty  fish,  his 
largest  scaling  nearly  8lb.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  the  recent  netting  of  the 
lakes  in  Victoria  Park,  and  afterwards  described 
the  operation  of  transferring  a  quantity  of  fine  fish 
from  Waterlow  Park  to  the  Thames  at  Chertsey. 
In  this  he  was  entirely  successful,  though  the 
ditficulties  encountered  in  transit  were  not  a  few, 
finally  concluding  his  labours  at  11.30  p.m.,  with  a 
walk  of  several  miles  in  order  to  catch  the  up  mail 
train  in  the  early  hours  of  the  next  day.  Being  on 
duty  from  9  a.m.  one  day  to  3  a.m.  the  next  rnay 
be  taken'as  a  good  tsst  of  one's  interest  in  anything, 
and  this  has  certainly  shown  Mr.  Gray's  devotion 
to  anglers'  interests.  The  meeting  showed  their 
appreciation  by  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks.  On 
Jan.  31  the  annual  general  mesting  will  be  held  at 
8  prompt. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on 
Monday,  the  president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  occupying 
the  chair.  IBefore  the  business  commenced,  the 
chairman  announced  with  deep  regret  the  death,  on 
the  previous  Friday,  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings.  He 
said  that  Mr.  Fennings  was  a  hard  working  member 
untU  illness  compelled  him,  in  a  measure,  to  give  up 
active  participation  in  the  work  of  the  society.  He 
served  as  hon.  treasurer  for  years,  and  had  also 
filled  the  important  post  of  president.  During  the 
last  two  or  three  years  li3  (the  speaker)  had  taken 
opportunities  of  visiting  their  late  colleague,  and 
though  he  grieved  to  see  him  in  his  terribly  afflicted 
state — for  he  was  blind  and  deaf — yet  one's  sorrow 
after  ten  minutes'  conversation  was  turned  into 
admiration  at  the  immense  amount  of  courage  and 
good  spirits  he  displayed  under  peculiarly  trying 
circumstances.  Mr.  Fennings  was  at  all  times 
greatly  interested  in  the  doings  of  his  old  society, 
and  his  loss  would  be  much  felt  and  deeply  deplored. 
The  chairman  then  formally  moved  that  a  letter  of 
condolence  be  written  to  the  widow  and  family  by 
the  hon.  sec.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  (vice-president) 
briefly  seconded,  re-echoing  the  president's  remarks 
as  to  the  wonderful  pluck  with  which  the  deceased 
gentleman  had  borne  his  troubles.  Mr.  Walker 
mentioned  that  twenty-five  years  ago  he  proposed 
Mr.  Fennings  as  a  member  of  the  society,  and  felt 
his  loss  more  than  he  could  well  say.  The  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  (hon.  treasurer) 
kindly  undertook  to  have  a  wreath  sent  on  behalf 
of  the  members  as  a  token  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  in  which  Mr.  Fennings  was  held  by  all.  The 
hon.  treasurer's  accounts  were  passed,  and  the 
officers  and  cDmmittee  elected  for  the  present  year. 
The  question  of  holding  an  annual  dinner,  ladi&s 
being  invited,  was  brought  forward,  the  matter 
being  referred  to  the  committee  to  deal  with.  Mr. 
E.  K.  Foreman,  who  hwd  visited  the  Avon  at  Christ- 
church,  had  good  sport  with  the  roach,  taking  fish 
up  to  lib.  14oz.,  while  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  who 
accompanied  him,  in  addition  to  a  good  bag  of 
these  fish  had  a  pike  of  12 Jib.— Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  i 
15  615.  Fishing.  Patentee:  C.  Krafft,  Heilbronn, 
Germany.  Traps.  Relates  to  a  devic? 
for  catching  fish  in  deep  waters,  which 
consists  of  a  basket  of  a  conical  or  bell 
form,  open  at  the  bottom  and  provided 
with  a  catching  space  or  trap  adapted  to 
open  when  lowered  in  the  water  and  tn 
close  when  the  downward  movement  is 
arrested.  The  basket  consists  of  a  metal 
frame  covered  with  wirework,  and  pro- 
vided at  the  top  with  a  ring  or  eye.  The 
trap  is  formed  by  connecting  to  the 
inside  an  annular  wall  or  spider,  carrying 
at  its  centre  a  net,  and  having  in  its  wall 
flaps  or  similar  closing  means  adapted  to ; 
open  when  the  basket  descends.  If| 
desired,  the  flaps  can  be  operated  by 
hand  by  attaching  cords  to  them.  To 
keep  the  basket  vertical  it  .is  loadedi 
with  a  weight. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
VV.  D   C— Many  thanks  for  the  cutting  about 
fishing   from   the   Neiu  Zealand  Herald :  always 
useful  to  quote  or  file. 


^letters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

I      "  STEWART  "  TACKLE  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sib,— I  have  read  with  much  edification 
your  correspondent  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's 
interesting  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  14 
and  your  readers,  too,  I  am  sure,  will  have  equally 
appreciated  the  lesson  (and  the  moral  thereof)  on 
defective  tackle  which  he  illustrates— modestly 
withal— so  convincingly  in  the  elucidation  of  this 
question.  My  "  impUed  compliment."  upon  which 
he  hangs  his  tale,  will  he  believe  me  ?  was  not 
directed  to  the  advocate  of  any  particular  method 
of  fishing  but  a  simple  recognition,  ne  plus  ultra  of 
his  fame  as,  probably,  the  greatest  authority  of  the 
times  on  modern  scientific  piscation  and  a  notable 
slayer  of  fish. 

Clearly,  if  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  illustra- 
tion of  the  tackle  which  lost  him  his  large  fish 
evidences  anything,  it  teaches  me  that— unlike  Mr. 
E  M.  Tod,  who  prefers  "  any  form  of  tackle  which, 
when  seized,  leaves  no  free  hooks  dangling  outside  " 
—he,  at  least,  has  used  the  "tandem-tackle  "  (two- 
hook)  and  sneck-bend  hooks.  Were  these  hooks  I 
wonder,  "deflected"  in  a  way  that  you  sir  (who'  I 
gather  have  little  regard  for  the  sneck  bends  in  any 
form),  would  commend?  Were  the/  "straight" 
snecks  or  "  twisted  "  ? 

Given  opportunity.and  favourable  conditions  the 
coming  season  will  see  the  information  acquired 
through  your  courtesy  put  to  the  test— with  more 
favourable  •  results,  let  us  hope.  In  concluding 
permit  me  to  thank  you  and  your  contributors  to 
this  subject  of  "'Stewart'  Tackle  for  Salmon," 
whose  letters  are  once  mora  evidence  of  how  deep- 
seated  IS  the  interest  the  true  angling  sportsman 
has  m  our  art— an  interest,  perhaps,  unique  to  the 
devotees  of  the  rod ;  at  least,  we  will  flatter  our- 
selves that  it  is  so  ! — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  W.  Johnstone  Fokfar. 

P-S.— "  r/ie  thicker  the  hooks  are  in  the  wire  the 
better  Why  not,  in  describing  by  number  the 
size  of  hooks,  also  give  the  standard  gauge  of  wire  ' 
For  example.  No.  12  (new  scale)  Limerick  bend 
tapered  hook)  B.  W.  G.  18  (at  the  thickest  part— 
the  bend,  of  course).  It  would  convey  a  positive 
idea.  ^ 


.  THE  REPORTED  3lb.  4oz.  "ROACH"  H) 
FOUND  AT  GREAT  MARLOW. 
Dear  Sib,— With  reference  to  the  Thames  roach 
that  Mr.  E.  Phillips,  of  Lancaster,  mentions  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  31,  1904.  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to  such  for  the 
benefit  of  your  readers.  The  fish  in  question  was 
first  seen  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  7,  by  Mr.  Walter 
Cox,  of  5,  Duchess-place,  Great  Marlow.  who  is 
employed  by  Messrs.  Meakes  and  Rednap.  boat 
builders,  of  Great  Marlow,  he  having  occasion  to  go 
to  the  floating  raft,  and  whUe  there  saw  the  fish 
lioatmg  on  its  side  in  a  dying  condition.  He  at 
once  ran  and  got  a  landing-net  and  took  the  fish, 
which  was  not  quite  dead,  but  was  suffering  from 
the  effects  of  a  severe  blow  on  its  side,  which  no 
doubt  was  the  cause  of  its  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  water.  After  keeping  the  fish  for  seven  hours 
it  was  taken  to  a  local  shop  and  weighed  in  the 
presence  of  a  professional  fisherman  and  others 
weight  was  then  31b.  4oz.  full,  and  no  doubt 
If  the  fish  had  been  in  the  pink  of  condition  it  would 
have  been  the  heaviest  fish  on  record,  as  its  length 
was  18Jin.  and  its  girth  14in.  full.  The  fish  was 
then  taken  to  Mr.  Tirrell.-naturalist,  of  Bourne 
End,  who  pronounced  it  a  true  roach,  as  did  several 
other  fishermen  who  saw  the  fish.  Mr.  Cox  has  had 
a  photo  taken  of  the  fish,  which  I  have  enclosed,  so 
that  you  may  produce  same  for  the  benefit  of  your 
readers.  Trusting  I  aoi  not  taking  up  too  much  of 
your  valuable  space,  I  remain,  yours  truly, 
-  Glade-road,  W.  D.  Allen. 

Great  Marlow,  Bucks. 

[The  photograph  Mr.  Allen  kindly  sends  me 
appears  to  show  that  the  fish  is  a  rudd  and  not  a 
roach.  In  the  roach  the  first  ray  of  back  fin  is 
wmost  but  not  quite  directly  over  the  first  ray  of 
the  ventral  fin.  In  the  rudd  it  is  much  further 
back  towards  the  taU,  and  that  is  the  case  with  the 
Ush  in  the  photo  sent,  and  consequently  I  do  not 
;hmk  it  is  a  roach  but  a  rudd.  If  the  teeth  have 
»een  kept,  they  and  the  number  of  rays  on  the  fins 
ivould  settle  the  question  if  we  can  have  the 
particulars.    The  photo  is  not  very  clear,  having 


been  taken  through  the  bent  glass  of  the  case, 
which  is  never  satisfactory.  Fish  preservers  should 
always  suggest  photographs  beinglaken  before  the 
glass  is  put  on. — Ed.] 


MR,  WHITE'S  FINE  TAKE  OF  TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — Your  "  occasional  note  "  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  revives  the  circumstance  of  the 
extraordinary  trout  fishing  which  Mr.  White  had 
last  year  in  the  Blagdon  reservoir.  T  should  think, 
as  you  truly  say,  that  the  list  given  constitutes  a 
record  for  sport  with  English  trout,  as  regards  size ; 
but  I  cannot  recollect  that  it  was  ever  mentioned 
how  the  trout  in  question  were  taken.  ...  I  assume 
it  was  with  the  fly,  but  I  certainly  think  it  would 
interest  some  of  the  readers  of  your  paper,  including 
myself,  to  know  as  a  fact  that  this  was  so. — Yours 
truly,  Fly  Fisher. 

Eastbourne. 

[I  think  all  but  one  of  the  large  fish  were  taken 
on  spinning  tackle.  I  know  Mr.  White  tried  fly,  and 
had  one  fish  over  51b.  on  it. — Ed.] 


A  NICE  TAKE  OF  THAMES  CHUB. 
Dear  Sir, — Thinking  it  will  be  of  some  interest 
to  the  leaders  of  your  invaluable  paper  that  fish 
the  Thames,  I  enclose  a  photo  of  a  fairly  level  lot 
of  chub  caught  by  myself,  out  with  that  good 
sportsman  G.  Lumsden,  of  Datohet,  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Thames  on  Friday  afternoon,  Jan.  20. 
The  fish  fought  grandly,  giving  me  fine  sport.  The 


The  fishing  to  be  had  by  ticket.  The  Dart  would 
suit,  but  it  is  rather  too  far  from  anywhere.  As  my 
time  is  my  own  I  would  go  for  the  whole  season. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  H. 


ON. DYEING  FEATHERS,  etc.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 
Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  7,  "  Purple,  Red, 
and  White  "  asks  for  some  information  regarding 
dyeing  feathers,  etc.,  for  fly  tying  purposes,  and  as 
no  one  appears  to  be  desirous  of  giving  him  any  hints 
on  the  subject,  I  am  induced  to  attempt  the  task, 
and  hope  that  what  I  am  about  to  write  may  prove 
to  be  of  some  use  to  him,  and  mayhap  to  others 
as  well,  and  as  he  asks  for  one  of  your  readers  who 
has  practijal  knowledge  of  the  matter  to  write 
thereon  I  have  that  of  over  twenty-five  years  to 
offer  him. 

To  obtain  the  best  results,  both  of  depth  and 
brilliancy  of  colour,  the  best  materials  to  work 
upon  must  be  got,  be  they  feathers,  furs,  or  wools, 
and  "Purple,  Red,  and  White "  cannot  do  better 
than  follow  to  the  letter  the  instructions  on  the 
subject  now  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from 
the  able  pen  of  Major  Hale,  and,  above  all,  letJhim 
^  lay  in  a  good  stock  of  white  hackles  and  also  those 
having  a  cream  col  jur  in  them,  and  remember,  as 
Major  Hale  says,  "  a  hackle  from  a  gamecock  beats 
all  others." 

After  an  infinity  of  trouble,  I  once  became 
possessed  of  a  white  gamecock  with  hackles  psrfect 
in  all  ways,  and  without  taki.ig  thought  of  his 


Photo  h,  ] 


A  Nice  Take  of  Thames  Chub  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Obpin,  Jan.  20,  1905. 


[F.  Waile. 


twelve  scaled  211b.  8oz.,  and  although  the  largest 
only  weighed  just  over  31b..  I  felt  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  our  four  hours'  "long  lining"  under  the 
banks  and  boughs,  using  pith  for  bait.  This  form 
of  fishing,  I  think,  is  most  enjoyable,  requiring  as 
it  does  a  certain  amount  of  skill  and  care  to  capture 
these  game  fighting  fish.  I  might  mention  that 
although  my  society,  the  Thicket  Piscatorials, 
Anerley,  do  not  recognise  gross  weight,  the  mem- 
bers admired  the  catch,  which  was  in  the  pink  of 
condition. 

The  photo  was  taken  by  my  friend  Mr.  F.  Wade 
the  morning  after  their  capture. — Yours  truly, 
Anerley,  S.E.  Ernest  J.  Orpin. 

[Chub  are  not  so  plentiful  or  large  in  the  Thames 
as  they  used  to  be,  and  it  is  good  to  hear  of  a  nice 
take  like  this  of  Mr.  Orpin's.  It  is  very  pretty 
fishing  letting  your  float  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  (or 
nauch  more  in  some  cases)  down  stream,  guiding 
it  so  the  bait  comes  first  to  the  notice  of  the  chub 
lying  near  the  hoUowed-out  banks.  After  hooking 
a  fish,  and  there  is  no  mistaking  the  bite  of  a  chub 
when  they  are  well  on,  it  should  be  kept  as  far 
from  the  swim  as  possible,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the 
other  fish  more  than  can  be  avoided.  Chub,  like 
grayling,  delight  in  cold,  frosty  weather,  and  bite 
and  fight  keenly— in  fact,  better  than  at  any 
other  time. — Ed. J 


gamelike  pugnacity  he  was  let  go  that  summer 
evening  among  the  other  fowls  in  the  yard.  But 
that  bird  was  evidently  an  early  riser,  and  indus- 
tiious  as  well,  for  by  the  time  that  the  old  hen-wife 
arrived  on  the  scene  next  morning  all  the  "ither 
coacks  were  just  knocked  into  flitters  ;  but  sowl  I 
give  him  flitters,  I'm  thinking,"  and  "flitters"  he 
surely  had  got,  for  he  was  stone  dead,  and  all  I 
got  was  the  one  plucking  from  him,  though  never 
again  had  I  such  feathers  from  any  other  bird. 
Another  capital  bird  to  get  feathers  from  is  a 
white  bantam  cock,  and  his  saddle  feathers  come  in 
especially  useful ;  but  the  common  dunghill  cock  is 
our  standby,  and  it  is  not  so  very  difficult,  if  goino- 
about  with  both  eyes  open,  to  spot  useful  fowls 
suitable  for  the  purpose. — Yours  truly, 

ICH.\B0D. 


FISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE.  ' 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  advise  mo 
as  to  a  fishing  place,  preferably  in  Devonshire.  I 
want  salmon  and  trout,  with  a  fair  spring  or,  at 
least,  a  summer  run  of  the  former;  the  water 
reachable  by  a  short  railway  journey  from  some 
pleasant  seaside  town  where  there  is  sea  fishinc 

Personafly,  I  should  prefer  living  by  the^river 
side,  but  my  wife,  who  does  not  fish,  finds  this  dull. 


BOOK  FOR  CUTTINGS  FROM  THE 
FISHING  GAZETTE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  not  space  to  accommodate 
all  the  bound  volumes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  a 
great  many  articles  and  notes  appear  in  it  which  I 
should  like  to  preserve.  Do  yc.u  supply  a  scrap 
album  for  Fishing  Gazette  cuttings  ? — Yours  truly, 

Ubsa  Major. 

[VVe  do  not  supply  an  album  for  Fishing  Gazette 
cuttings.  Our  correspondent  should  send  to  Messrs 
Leighton,  Son  and  Hodge,  New-street  Square. 
London.  E.G.,  for  particulars  of  the  new  editions  of 
their  newspaper  cutting  bioks,  and  when  he  selects 
what  he  wants  he  can  order  it  tlirough  any  book- 
seller.— Ed.] 


A  MONSTER  FRESH-WATER  FISH. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Uralla 
l  imes.  New  South  Wales,  of  Nov.  30  last  which 
records  the  capture  of  a  Murray  river  or  Ma'cquaritj 
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cod  (Oligorus  macquariensis),  weighing  3501b.,  which 
was  on  view  at  the  fish  market  of  Wooloomooloo, 
New  South  Wales.  These  fish  are  plentiful  in  the 
Murray  river,  the  Macquarie,  and  other  rivers  of 
South  Australia. 

Dr.  Giiather  and  Frank  Buckland  have  classified 
them  as  Percidce,  as  they  have  spinous  dorsal 
fins.  Fifteen  or  twenty  pound  specimens  are 
excellent  eating,  and  fetch  good  prices  in  the 
Sydney  and  other  fish  markets.  A  small  one 
of  eirailar  weight  my  son  caught  he  sent  me  in 
the  cold  storage  room  of  the  ss.  Naming,  and  it 
reached  me  in  prime  condition.  Part  was  boiled, 
the  remainder  filleted  and  fried ;  either  way  it  was 
delicious,  and  like  a  grey  mullet. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jaedine. 


CHESHIRE  MERES. 

^  Dear  Sib, — I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  Famsworth 
will  have  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
permission  to  fish  in  above  as  they  are  nearly  all 
in  private  hands,  and  unless  one  has  influence  leave 
is  seldom  to  be  had. 

t=,There  are,  however,  two  meres  that  are  open  to 
the  public,  and  can  be  fished  on  payment  of  Is.  or 
Is.  6d.  per  day  for  the  use  of  the  boat. 

Pickmere,  the  nearest  station  for  which  is 
Lostock  Gralam,  on  the  C.L.C.  The  fishing  on 
this  water  is  fairly  good,  and  in  the  season  some 
very  fair  takes  of  roach  and  bream  can  be  had. 
The  roach,  however,  do  not  run  very  large,  and 
seem  each  year  to  be  getting  smaller.  Anyway, 
Pickmere  is  a  nice  place  to  spend  a  day,  as  good 
accommodation  can  be  had  at  adjacent  cottages,  and 
the  charges  for  meals  are  extremely  reasonable. 

Little  Budworth,  near  Whitegate,  also  on  the 
C.L.C,  is  another  nice  place.  Travelling  from 
Manchester,  anglers  must  change  at  Cuddington. 
This  mere  contains  a  lot  of  small  bream,  roach,  and 
pike,  and  is  a  similar  water  to  Pickmere.  Good 
baskets  can  generally  be  obtained  in  the  hot 
weather.  Tickets  for  the  boats,  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  per 
day,  can  be  had  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  where  also 
a  trap  can  be  had  to  meet  one  at  the  station  if  word 
is  sent  to  the  proprietor  beforehand.  The  mere  is 
a  good  hour's  walk  from  the  station. — Yours  truly, 

Cablos. 


BIG  TAY  AND  TWEED  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me 
know  if  there  ever  was  caught  in  the  river  Tweed 
or  Tay,  inside  this  last  fifteen  years,  a  salmon  701b. 
in  weight  with  rod  ? — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  John  Robsion. 

[I  think  nothing  much  over  601b.  has  been  taken 
on  rod  and  line  in  the  period  mentioned. — Ed.] 


THAMES  RECORD  FISH. 

Dear  Sib,— Being  a  constant  reader  of  your 
valuable  paper,  and  also  a  fishing  enthusiast,  I 
make  no  apology  for  asking  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  to  put  me  right  on  one  or  two  matters.  I 
do  not  aspire  to  the  higher  grades  of  fishing  so  will 
confine  my  questions  to  record  catches  from  the 
Thames.  I  often  see  stray  paragraphs  in  the  daily 
Press  regarding  the  weight  and  size  of  fish  taken 
from  that  river,  and  although  not  actually  stated 
the  reader  is  led  to  believe  that  the  catch  constitutes 
a  record.  Now,  sir,  surely  it  would  be  a  compara- 
tively easy  matter  for  you  and  the  many  experts 
engaged  on  your  paper  to  establish  a  list  of  record 
fish  taken  from  the  Thames  somewhat  in  the 
following  manner  : — Trout,  weight,  measurement, 
date  of  catch,  etc.  ;  pike,  bream,  carp,  dace,  chub, 
perch,  gudgeon,  and  roach.  A  list  of  this  sort 
would  be  very  helpful  to  societies,  clubs,  and  anglers 
generally,  and  absolutely  invaluable  to  the  beginner 
to  enable  him  to  judge  the  size  of  the  many  fish 
hooked  but  not  landed.  Among  the  latter  class  I 
place  myself,  as  I  am  not  particularly  fortunate, 
although  I  find  it  a  most  enjoyable  pastime.  T 
may  say  that  I  once  caught  a  bream  that  tiuned 
the  scale  at  4Ib.,  and  1  felt  very  proud  of  my 
prowess.  Of  course  extraordinary  fish  have  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  caught,  and  I  think  Thames 
anglers  should  have  an  authenticated  list  of  records, 
the  same  as  other  branches  of  sport.  I  hope  this 
will  appeal  to  you,  sir,  as  I  feel  sure  it  will  to  many 
of  your  readers.- — Yours  truly,         N.  Lanqley. 

Gunnersbury. 


FLY-TYING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Austin's  inquiry,  the 
correct  way  of  winging  a  Greenwell's  Glory  is  to  tie 
the  feather  in  a  bunch  and  then  divide,  but  like 
many  others  of  our  angling  flies  it  would  be 
unknown  in  many  districts  in  its  proper  dress.  No 
doubt  this  fly  is  more  generally  known  as  a  single 
split-wing  fly.  We,  however,  dress  them  to  order 
frequently  with  double  wings  and  also  hackle 
pattern,  but  the  original  dressing  is  the  one  first 


given.  Both  male  and  female  blackbird  is  used, 
the  latter  more  generally. — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


PAINTS  FOR  PHANTOM  MINNOWS- 
TWISTED  WIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  correspondents  can  inform  me  what  is  the 
best  kind  of  paint  to  use  to  repaint  worn  phantom 
minnows.  I  have  tried  various  enamel  paints  and 
artists'  paints,  but  have  found  that  they  all  chip  oft 
very  soon;  also,  I  can  never  get  a  silver  or  gold 
paint  as  bright  as  what  is  originally  put  on. 

As  regards  the  Use  of  twisted  wire  instead  of 
gimp,  my  experience  has  been  that  if  the  wire  is 
lapped  directly  on  to  the  hooks  it  always  cracks 
after  a  certain  amount  of  fishing  just  at  the  head  of 
the  hooks.  The  only  way  I  find  I  can  avoid  this  is 
by  using  eyed  triangles.  Now,  I  may  be  quite 
wrong,  but  it  always  appears  to  me  that  triangles 
on  eyed-hooks,  on  straight  spinning  baits  like 
phantom  minnows,  never  appear  to  hang  so  nicely, 
and  consequently  the  bait  never  seems  to  spin  as 
well  as  when  ordinary  triangles  are  used. — Yours 
truly,  A.  E.  Bannatyne. 

•    Glenhavan,  Croom. 


EARLY  MENTION  OP  BRACKEN  CLOCK. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Val  Conson"  is  in  error  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  Red  Clock  and  Bracken  Clock  are  the 
same  fly. 

You  will  find  in  the  works  he  mentions  they  are 
not  represented  as  such.  The  Red  Clock  is  a  much 
earlier  fly.  In  "North  Country  Flies"  the  Red 
Clock  is  given  for  March  and  April,  and  in  the 
"  British  Angler "  the  Bracken  Clock  is  given  for 
June  and  July. 

The  Red  Clock  is  dressed  red  to  red  orange  silk 
for  the  body,  and  the  redder  cock  pheasant  neck 
feathers  with  little  black  on  are  chosen,  and  some- 
times the  ordinary  feather  is  used  with  nearly  all 
the  black  clipped  away.  For  the  Bracken  Clock  the 
silk  is  a  truer  orange,  and  feathers  with  fuller  black 
tips  ara  used.  Writers  of  angling  books  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  careful  enough  in  their  descriptions  of 
feathers,  and  are  generally  content  in  saying 
"  feather  from  a  starling  wing,"  but  how  easy  it  is 
to  get  wrong  here.  Do  they  mean  a  cock,  hen,  old 
or  young  starling ;  outer  wing,  inner  wing,  lesser 
wing  coverts,  greater  wing  coverts,  secondaries,  or 
what  ?  How  easy  it  is  to  get  wrong !  To  compare 
two  Yorkshire  patterns:  "Brjwn  Owl,"  feather 
from  brown  owl's  wing ;  body,  orange  silk  ;  head, 
peacock  herl ;  "  Dark  Spanish  Needle,"  feather  from 
brown  owl's  wing;  body,  orange  silk;  head,  peacock 
herl.  The  same  instructions  for  both  flies,  but  what 
a  great  difference  the  fly  dresser  makes  in  the  proper 
selection  of  feathers  and  shade  of  silk !  Who  then 
could  mistake  the  two  flies  1 — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  HIGH  ELEVATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  purposely  not  published  all 
I  wished  to  say  to  "March  Brown,"  but  asked  him 
to  write  me  direct  for  information,  I  have  been 
inundated  with  letters  from  all  parts,  begging  to  be 
"taken  into  confidence,"  etc.  The  object  I  had  in 
view  would  be  defeated  if  I  replied,  so  kindly 
inform  others  that  stamps  for  replies  will  go  into 
my  missionary  box. — -Yours  truly.  Rev.  C. 


WEIGHT  OF  PERCH— PORCELAIN  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Jardine  was  right  in  cavilling  at 
my  letter  on  this  subject.  Something  was  missed 
out,  but  whether  by  myself  or  the  printer  I 
hesitate  to  say.  To  begin  with,  I  am  glad  of  the 
correction  that  the  Daventry  perch  of  4|lb.  and 
51b.  are  the  same.  My  cutting  is  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  the  point  is  not 
made  clear.  As  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  61b. 
perch  caught  by  "  Obome,"  again  I  fall  back  on  my 
ancient  cuttings  from  the  Fishing  Oazeite.  I  find 
this  perch  was  taken  "  in  Virginia  Water  by  R. 
Oborne,  the  fisherman  there.  It  weighed  6|lb., 
and  was  sent  to  Windsor  Castle  for  Her  Majesty  to 
see;  but  it  was  cooked,  much  to  R.  O.'s  disgust." 
That  is  the  record  of  the  capture  as  supplied  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  hy  one"  Thos.  Arkcoll."  The  follow- 
ing week  Mr.  Oborne  himself  sent  a  letter  of  confir- 
mation, and  I  have  it  in  my  scrapbook.  He  signs 
himself  "  R.  Oborne  (H-M.  fisherman).  Flying 
Barn,Englefield  Green,  Staines" — not  "Osborne,"  as 
Mr.  Jardine  suggests.  He  gives  the  date  of  capture 
as  June,  1875,  and  says  he  was  live-baiting  for  pike. 
He  had  a  small  roach  as  bait.  The  perch  weighed 
61b.  loz.  These,  then,  are  the  facts  as  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  many  years  ago,  and  scrupulously 
preserved  in  my  scrapbook.  Like  Mr.  Jardine,  I 
take  every  precaution  to  verify  sensational  catches, 
and  in  this  case  I  submit  that  the  signed  letter  of 


the  angler  who  establishes  the  record  is  the  nearest 
we  can  get  to  absolute  verification. — Yours  truly, 
Lancaster.  Ernest  Phillips. 

P.S. — May  I  add  a  word  to  your  commendation 
of  porcelain  rings  ?  I  had  them  put  on  my  pike 
rod  a  season  ago,  and  T  would  not  be  without  them. 
They  make  casting  ever  so  much  easier  and  truer. 
Last  year  I  also  put  them  on  my  trout  rod,  and 
here  again  the  benefit  has  been  so  great  that  I  can 
recommend  them  warmly.  I  got  mine  from  Dale, 
of  Hanley.  They  only  cost  me  about  l^d.  each. 
They  spoil  the  appearance  of  a  trout  rod,  it  is  true ; 
but  who  cares,  so  long  as  they  make  fishing  easier 
and  more  comfortable  ? 


TROUT  FOUND  DEAD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  two  brown  trout 
taken  dead  from  a  stream  near  here,  and  shall  be 
obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  through  your  paper 
what  is  the  cause  of  death.  The  writer  observed 
dead  trout  and  bullheads  in  almost  each  pool  over 
a  Ijngth  of  about  three  miles,  and  from  inquiries 
made  it  would  appear  that  dead  fish  were  first 
observed  last  Wednesday  morning  (Jan.  18). — 
Yours  truly,  G.  D.  R. 

Ripon. 

[It  is  almost  impossible  to  say  from  the  appear- 
ance of  fish  some  time  after  death  what  has  killed 
them  ;  but  it  is  practically  certain  that  something 
which  is  deadly  to  fish  life  has  got  into  the  river. 
If  there  are  no  factories  or  gas-works  to  suspect,  it 
looks  like  poisoning  by  poachers  with  lime  or  other 
poison.  A  careful  examination  of  the  banks,  foot- 
bridges, etc.,  near  the  highest  point  where  the 
fish  were  killed  is  all  I  can  suggest,  except  a  good 
reward  for  information. — Ed.]  ~ 


A  CORACLE  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  who  have 
had  experience  in  such  matters  kmdiy  state  their 
experience  with  a  coracle  (to  carry  one  person)  for 
fiy  fishing  ?  I  was  thinking  of  getting  one  to  fish 
a  loch  which  is  about  800ft.  above  sea  level,  to 
which  it  is  impossible  to  convey  an  ordinary  boat. 
Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  embarking,  the 
loch  being  very  shallow  at  the  sides  ?  I  should  be 
glad  also  to  receive  information  as  to  firms  who 
sell  coracles,  and  their  prices.  Could  such  a  craft 
be  conveyed  by  rail  without  paying  boat  freight 
for  it  ?  What  is  their  ordinary  weight  ? — Yours 
truly.  Coracle. 

[Even  if  my  correspondent  is  a  fine  swimmer  and 
condescended  to  wear  a  life-belt,  I  should  advise 
him  not  to  use  a  coracle  on  a  deep  lake.  A  Berthon 
or  other  collapsible  boat  would  be  infinitely  safer 
and  more  comfortable.  I  hope  some  of  our  friends 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  use  of  a  coracle  will 
confirm  what  I  say — that  it  takes  a  long  time  to 
master  a  coracle,  and  that  as  a  means  of  fishing  in 
a  deep  lake,  subject  as  all  mountain  lakes  are  to 
sudden  storms,  it  is  not  good  enough. — Ed.] 

MORTALITY  OF  FISH  IN  AN  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — Two  goldfish  (out  of  ten,  and  which 
I  have  had  nearly  three  years)  began  to  sink  to  the 
bottom  of  the  aquarium,  and  it  seemed  a  great 
effort  when  they  tried  to  rise  to  swim  about.  One 
of  these  was  in  this  condition  three  or  four  months, 
and  ultimately  died  ;  the  second  one  died  in  about 
a  week.  The  aquarium  is  well  shaded,  and  in  a 
north  window,  holds  six  gallons  of  water,  a  few  small 
stones  at  the  bottom  overgrown  with  moss  (which 
I  got  from  the  bed  of  the  River  Wye),  and  a  small 
plant  of  vallisneria  also.  When  I  got  the  fish  they 
were  black  and  gold  in  blotches,  now  they  are  all 
gold  colour.  I  feed  them  on  cooked  vermicelli, 
as  they  will  not  eat  ants'  eggs.  Will  you  please, 
through  your  columns,  tell  me  the  reason  in  both 
cases  ? — Yours  truly.         An  Old  Subscriber. 

[A  post-mortem  examination  of  the  internal  vital 
organs  by  an  expert  in  fish  diseases  is  necessary, 
and  I  am  not  an  expert  in  such  matters.  Internal 
parasites  cause  death  in  fish,  and  carp  and  other 
fish  die  from  being  unable  to  spawn — they  become 
egg-bound,  and  die  of  inflammation,  etc.  Fish 
which  have  a  bloated  appearance  before  death  are 
often  found  to  be  infested  with  that  horror,  the  tape- 
worm.— Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IT  THE 
EARLY  SPRING. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
advise  me  where  to  go  for  a  week's  trout  fishing  in 
the  early  spring  of  this  year  ?  I  want  fly  fishing  in 
England  or  Wales,  and  not  too  far  away.  Com- 
foitable  bachelor  quarters,  river  preferred  to  lake. 
I  should  also  like  to  take  a  share  in  some  fishing 
for  the  May  Fly  season.  I  am  a  very  old  reader  of 
your  excellent  paper,  and  should  be  grateful  of  any 
tip  you  can  give  me. — Yours  truly,  Velox.  ^ 
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OCCASION./IL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR, 


The  Forthcoming:  Casting  Tournament  in 
New  York. 

The  following  letter  speaks  for  itself  : — 
"  Deak  Sib,— On  behalf  of  the  Tournament  Com- 
ittee  of  the  Anglers'  Casting  Tournament,  to  be 
lid  in  our  city  from  Feb.  21  to  March  9  inclusive,  I 
close  copy  of  rules  and  events.  I  hope  you  will 
I  what  you  can  to  make  this  an  international 
ent,  and  on  our  part,  we  will  give  you  as  cordial 
welcome  as  fishermen  do.  I  hope  it  is  possible 
at  some  of  the  English  casters  will  come  over. 
16  event  is  indoors  in  a  very  high  building,  the 
ok  water  will  be  140ft.  long  and  10ft.  wide  ;  this  will 
in  the  centre  of  the  building,  which  is  280ft.  long, 
us  givmg  plenty  of  room  for  all  the  events  in 
der. — Yours  very  truly, 

"New  York."  "D.  T.  Abercrombie. 

The  time  is  very  short  for  any  of  our  anglers  to 
able  to  attend,  but  I  am  sure  I  hope  some  may 
able  to  do  so,  and  to  facilitate  their  doing  so  I 

ve  printed  the  rules  and  programme  as  sent  to 

}  by  Mr.  Abercrombie,  and  I  am  giving  ]Mr.  G.  E.  M. 

;ues  a  proof  of  it  for  use  in  connection  with  the 

les  he  is  suggesting. 

laval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court, 
May  to  October,  1905. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Fisheries  Committee  on 
lesday  last  Lieut. -General  J.  W.  Laurie,  C.B.,  M.P., 
IS  elected  chairman,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  K.B., 
3e-chairman.  The  other  members  of  the  com- 
ittee  are  Admiral  Sir  William  Kennedy,  K.C.B., 
r.  William  Senior,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  C.  H. 
lok,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fagan.  A  good  deal  of  pre- 
ainary  business  was  settled,  and  applications  for 
ace  for  exhibits  of  fishing  tackle,  specimen  fish 
ught  by  anglers,  fish  culture,  oyster  culture,  etc., 
sre  considered ;  also  the  question  of  holding 
fiy-casting  tournament  some  time  during  the 
tnmer. 

The  Yorkshire  Esk  Fishery  District. 

It  must  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  after 
B  great  expense  he  was  put  to,  and  the  abuse 
owered  on  him,  that  he  was  able  to  prove  at  the 


last  meeting  of  the  Esk  Board  that  his  policy  had 
resulted  in  much  improved  takes  of  salmon  in  the 
salt  water  off  the  mouth  of  the  Esk.  Why  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  did  not  support  him  from  the 
first  is  a  mystery,  for  the  illegal  action  of  the  netsmen 
was  ruining  the  river. 

Some  Vacancies  on  a  Club  Water. 
Those  of  our  readers  who  are  looking  out  for  a 
club  with  three  miles  of  good  general  fishing  near 
London,  in  delightful  surroundings,  should  make  a 
note  of  the  advertisement  in  our  columns  this  week 
from  "J.  F.  A." 

An  Appeal  to  Angling  Visitors  to  East  Anglia. 

An  energetic  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society,  Mr.  R.  G. 
Smith,  writes  to  me  a  letter  from  which  I  give  some 
extracts  :— 

"  As  one  of  the  committee  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society,  which  is  now  using  every 
effort  to  raise  funds  to  carry  on  its  endeavours  to 
prevent  poaching  and  secure  good  coarse  fishing  for  a 
all  who  frequent  these  waters,  which  has  been  so 
efficacious  in  making  this  part  of  England  probably 
the  best  in  the  kingdom,  I  venture  to  ask  if  you 
can  assist  us  in  any  measure  through  your  excellent 
paper  by  laying  the  claims  of  the  society  before 
the  numerous  anglers,  members  of  many  London 
clubs  and  elsewhere,  who  spend  their  holidays  on 
our  rivers,  and  very  seldom  leave  a  contribution 
towards  the  society  providing  them  with  such  good 
sport.  Five  shillings  to  10s.  is  the  usual  sum 
contributed  by  the  majority  of  anglers  in  this 
neighbourhood,  but  it  has  been  long  felt  that  the 
members  of  the  London  clubs  who  visit  our  waters 
ought  to  give  us  some  contribution  either  as  a  club 
or  from  those  individual  members  who  make  a 
practice  of  visiting  our  rivers.  Owing  to  depression 
of  trade  or  some  unknown  cause,  the  contributions 
have  fallen  olf  sadly,  and  consequently  we  have 
had  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  one  watcher 
for  some  time,  but  owing  to  a  little  spirit  and  new 
blood  being  infused  into  the  committee,  another 
one  has  now  been  put  on  the  river  Bure,  and  we 
are  all  using  our  best  effort  to  raise  the  society  to 
the  same  level  it  used  to  have  when  the  well-known 
Chas.  Jeremiah  Greene  was  secretary  and  saved  the 
rivers  from  being  impoverished.  If  you  would  let 
me  have  your  opinion  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
approaching  the  London  clubs  on  this  matter  and 
seeing  if  they  would  give  us  a  trifle  to  help  us 
in  this  parlous  condition,  it  will  be  much  appre- 
ciated. It  is  a  well-known  fact  that,  although  we 
have  had  contribution  boxes  at  all  the  fishing 
stations  on  the  Yare  and  Bure,  the  sum  collected 
has  been  very  mihute,  and  appeals  directly  to  the 
visitors  have  met  with  refusal.  Even  a  small  matter 
of  6d.  per  angler  would  not  be  declined  if  the  question 
were  laid  properly  before  the  club  meetings  by  their 
secretaries,  and  therefore  I  thought  fit  to  hear  what 
you  had  to  say  about  it  before  approaching  them. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation  of  your  kind  assist- 
ance." I 

It  is  unpleasant  to  hear  that  angling  visitors  to 
the  delightful  broads  and  rivers  do  so  little  to  help 
to  preserve  the  fishing  which  they  enjoy.  What 
is  the  remedy  ?  My  own  view  is  that  the  district 
should  be  placed  under  a  Board  of  Conservators, 
who  could  then  institute  a  licence  to  fish  with  rod 
and  line  as  boards  do  all  over  the  country.  No 
angler  worthy  of  the  name  would  object  to  pay,  say, 
2s.  6d.  for  a  licence  for  the  season,  and  I  expect  this 
is  what  it  will  come  to  for  the  Thames  also,  as 
voluntary  support  is  so  meagre  that  proper  stocking 
and  preservation  is  impossible. 

Will  Pacific  Coast  Salmon  take  a  Fly  ? 

Mr.  Inskip,  of  The  Oaks,  South  Tottenham,  kindlv 
sends  me  this  note.  He  also  called  recently  and 
showed  me  some  of  the  trout  flies  used  by  his 
sons  in  British  Columbia  ;  they  are  large,  rather 
rough  flies  suitable  for  big  trout  and  heavy,  rough 
water.    Mr.  Inskip  says  : — 

"  When  above  question  first  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  I  sent  same  to  my  three  sons,  who 
have  resided  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  in 
British  Columbia,  and  who  have  hunted  and  fished 
over  a  wide  area  of  the  province  and  also  on  Van- 
couver Island,  and  I  now  beg  to  send  you  their 
replies  :— (1)  They  have  never  seen  anyone  besides 
themselves  fishing  for  salmon  -ndth  fly  either  in  the 
interior  of  the  province  or  on  the  coast  of  the  main- 


land or  Vancouver  Island.  (2)  They  have  often 
tried  salmon  with  flies  of  various  sizes  and  patterns, 
including  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  Dusty  Miller, 
etc.,  at  all  the  above-mentioned  places  ;  results,  nil. 
(3)  They  have  never  known  of  any  absolutely 
authentic  case  in  which  a  Pacific  salmon  has  been 
caught  with  a  fly.  (4)  Often  when  they  have  taken 
a  good  trout— say,  one  of  .51  b.  to  61b.— with  fly 
inexperienced  anglers  have  emphatically  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  a  salmon,  and  they  have  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  persuading  such  persons  to 
believe  otherwise.  (.5)  Some  of  the  best  authorities 
now  consider  the  cohoe  to  be  a  sea-trout." 

As  the  Messrs.  Inskip  Brothers  have  resided  many 
years  in  British  Columbia,  and  are  keen  and  success- 
ful sportsmen,  their  testimony  is  very  valuable. 
They  arrange  for  himting  and  fishing  parties,  and  I 
am  sure  sportsmen  going  to  British  Columbia  would 
find  it  very  advantageous  to  engage  their  services. 

"  Unbreakable  China  and  Glass" — Why  not  Try 
it  for  Rod  Rings? 

Chambers'  Journal  is  always  interesting.  In  the 
February  number  I  find  this  note.  By  the  way,  why 
is  it  always  a  United  States  Consul  who  is  quoted  as 
reporting  some  useful  information  ? 

"  UNBBEAK.4.BLE  ChTNA  AND  GLASS. 

"  Much  interest  was  excited  a  couple  of  decades 
ago  by  the  introduction  of  a  toughened  or  tempered 
glass  which  refused  to  break  under  ordinary  blows 
and  shocks.  Whether  the  material  possessed  some 
inherent  defects  we  do  not  know,  but  it  seems  to 
have  died  a  natural  death.  The  subject  is  in  a 
manner  revived  by  the  manufacture  at  Liege  in 
Belgium  of  a  kind  of  table-ware  of  fine  transparent 
china  which  does  not  number  brittleness  among  its 
faults.  It  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  form  the 
subject  of  a  recent  report  by  the  United  States 
Consul,  by  whom  we  are  informed  that  the  material 
will  withstand  all  ordinary  shocks,  can  be  thrown 
about  on  a  stone  floor  without  fracture,  and 
can  actually  be  used  as  a  hammer  to  drive  nails 
in  wood.  These  advantages  are  brought  about  by 
a  special  hardening  process,  and  have  much  to  do 
with  the  nature  of  the  crystallised  body  used  in  the 
manufacture.  In  appearance  the  china  is  blue- 
white,  not  the  pure  white  of  ordinary  porcelain. 
Glass-ware  which  possesses  coiTesponduig  qualities 
is  also  being  made  by  the  same  firm  of  manu- 
facturers.'' 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  enterprising  house  like 
Messrs.  Samuel  AUcock  &  Co.  would  be  doing  good 
service  if  they  experimented  with  this  unbreakable 
and  specially-hardened  material,  for  use  as  rod  rings, 
or  "  guides,"  as  our  American  friends  call  them.  I 
feel  sure  that  no  angler  who  does  much  spinning 
or  casting  from  and  winding  on  to  a  reel  who  once 
tries  porcelain  or  agate  rings  wiU  ever  use  anything 
else.  This  new  glass  would  be  cheaper  than  agate 
and  stronger  than  porcelain,  and  it  might  be  quite 
possible  to  use  it  for  salmon  and  trout  fly  rods,  if  the 
rings  of  it  can  be  made  smaller,  and  therefore  hghter, 
and  also  of  a  less  conspicuous  colour  than  white. 

All  who  know  that  good  and  genial  angler,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Walker,  Vice-President  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  will  sympathise  with  him  and  Mi-.'f.  Walker 
in  the  sad  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  sudden 
death  of  their  eldest  son. 


"The  Free  Reel  in  England." 

Mr.  E.  Hough,  the  well-known  American  sports- 
man and  novelist,  pulls  my  leg  very  pleasantly  in  his 
excellent  monthly  Field  and  Stream.  I  wrote  some- 
thing in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  the  American  style 
of  casting,  and  INIr.  Hough  refers  to  it  as  follows  : — 
"  The  Free  Reel  in  England. 
"  During  these  long  winter  evenings,  when  I  want 
to  have  an  hour  of  amusement,  I  pick  up  an  English 
sporting  paper  and  read  the  imbiased  comment  of 
the  open-minded  English  angler.  Everybody  know  s 
that  there  has  been  a  recent  attempt  made  to  en- 
lighten the  anglers  of  England  on  the  mysteries  and 
beauties  of  the  American  method  of  casting  from 
the  free  reel  and  -with  the  short  bass  rod.  That  very 
good  gentleman  and  sportsman,  Mr.  R.  B.  .Marston. 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  takes  his  life  and  his 
business  welfare  in  his  hands,  gets  him  a  short  little 
American  bait-casting  rod,  and  thereby  defles  his 
country.  I  regret  to  state  that  Jlr.  Marston  does 
not  appear  to  use  an  American  multiplying  reel,  but 
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a '  Silex '  reel,  which  he  does  not  thumb,  but  sets  with  a 
screw  to  prevent  backlashing  in  the  cast.  After  all, 
perhaps  we  are  prejudiced  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
for  I  personally  cannot  see  myself  casting  bait  with 
anything  but  a  free  reel  controlled  absolutely  by  the 
thumb  and  nothing  else.  But  what  would  you  think 
if  you  were  editing  an  angling  journal,  as  Mr.  Marston 
is,  and  should  you  get  this  kind  of  a  letter  from  an 
admiring  friend  ? 

"  '  With  regard  to  the  American  style  of  casting  a 
spinning  bait,  two  objections  suggest  themselves  to 
my  mind.  First,  how  can  a  trace  of  three  or  four 
yards  with  swivels,  and  perhaps  a  lead,  be  used  if 
the  bait  is  wound  right  up  to  the  top  ring  before 
casting  ?  Secondly,  the  short  rods  can  hardly  give 
as  much  power  to  deal  with  a  heavy  fish  as  the  longer 
ones  generally  used  in  England.  It  is  not  always 
easy  to  keep  a  big  fish  from  running  under  the  boat  or 
fouling  the  oars.  In  such  cases  a  few  extra  feet  of 
rod  to  hold  the  fish's  head  up  a  little  distance  away 
give  a  great  advantage.  Both  on  river  and  lake  I 
have  often  been  glad  of  14ft.  of  good  cane  or  green- 
heart  to  keep  the  fish  imder  the  rod  point,  and 
clear  of  obstructions.' 

"  We  tell  all  sorts  of  stories  about  each  other  in 
the  interchange  of  national  courtesies.  I  remember 
the  very  good  one  about  the  Englishman  who  in- 
sisted on  pronouncing  Massachusetts  '  Massa- 
kussets/  His  American  friend  protested  with  him, 
but  it  was  no  use.  '  Oh,  my  dear  fellow,'  said  the 
Englishman,  '  the  "  "  before  "  "  is  hard,  you 
know.  Massakussets  is  quite  correct ! ' 

"  I  do  not  see  what  we  are  going  to  do  with  our 
English  cousins,  unless  we  start  an  international 
casting  tournament  worth  the  name,  and  simply 
insist  on  having  a  lot  of  those  good  fellows  come  over 
here.  If  they  will  do  that,  we  will  promise  them  our 
best  endeavours  in  teaching  them  how  to  pronoimce 
'  Massachusetts,'  and  how  to  cast  a  live  bait,  spinner, 
or  spoon,  with  a  short  rod  and  a  free  reel.  This  is  a 
free  coimtry." 

Of  course,  that  is  what  is  wanted — practical 
demonstration.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Hough 
does  not  answer  my  query.  If  the  best  results  are 
got  by  winding  the  bait  "  plumb  "  up  to  the  rod 
ring,  then  I  do  not  see  how  one  is  to  use  a  lead 
sinker  a  foot  or  so  from  the  spinning  bait  to  sink  it 
and  to  prevent  kinking. 

"Small  Sporting  Estate  to  be  Let." 

Messrs.  EUis  and  Company,  29,  Fleet-street,  are 
advertising  in  our  columns  a  small  sporting  estate 
to  be  let  in  Hampshire  with  furnished  house  and 

Grand  Fishing  in  the  Test." 


Angling  Dodges, 

The  longer  one's  acquaintance  with  angling,  prac- 
tical and  theoretical,  the  more  one  sees  how  much 
anglers  of  the  present  are  indebted  to  anglers  of  the 
past.  I  have  once  or  twice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
mentioned  a  dodge  by  which  a  fly  or  spinning  or  other 
bait  can  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  fish  in  places 
where  casting  is  impossible.  The  dodge  is  to  fasten 
it  by  a  bit  of  dry  grass  or  a  bit  of  cotton  to  a  bit  of 
bark  or  dead  wood,  launch  it  into  the  stream,  let 
out  line,  and,  by  holding  the  rod  to  right  or  left,  the 
little  ship  can  be  guided  to  almost  any  part  of  a 
great  pool  where  there  is  any  stream  rimning  through 
it.  Having  got  it  to  the  position  you  have  in  view, 
a  slight  tug  breaks  the  connection,  and  the  fly  or  bait 
can  be  fished  right  back  to  the  angler.  The  Ime 
can  be  made  to  float  all  the  time  if  previously  rubbed 
with  "  Gishurstine  "  or  deer's  fat.  Sometimes  I  have 
thought  I  half  invented  this  dodge  ;  then  I  remem- 
ber that  in  the  eighties  Mr.  Basil  Field,  I  thmk, 
described  the  use  of  a  bit  of  floating  weed  to  carry  a 
fly  to  an  otherwise  unapproachable  trout,  and  there 
was  the  idea  which  I  only  worked  out  a  Uttle  for 
general  fishing,  including  sea-fishing,  from  any  place 
where  there  is  a  current  to  carry  the  floating  bait  out. 
This  morning,  opening  quite  at  random  a  little  book 
on  fishing,  which  I  had  never  seen  before,  entitled, 
"  Random  Casts,"  I  came  across  this  description  by 
an  American  angler  of  this  identical  dodge.  ' '  Random 
Casts  ;  or.  Odds  and  Ends  from  an  Angler's  Note 
Book,"  by  E.  E.  Millard,  was  published  in  New  York 
in  1878.  Then  I  remembered  reading  a  description 
of  fishing  for  very  shy  carp  by  fastening  the  line  with 
bait  to  a  horse-chestnut  tree  leaf  (which  often  curls 
up  at  the  end  and  makes  a  good  sail)  so  that  the 
wind  drives  it  across  the  lake.  This  was  in  a  book 
of  the  early  part  of  last  century. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


LOUGH  COEEIB. 

Sir  Wm.  Wilde  was  so  fascinated  with  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  North-West  Corrib  that  he  built  a 
handsome  residence  here,  and  wrote  a  very  inter- 
esting book  on  "  The  Corrib."  In  it  he  speaks  of 
the  "  surpassing  loveliness  of  the  North-West 
Corrib  rivalling  Killarney  and  Glengariff,"  and 
writes  "  there  is  no  other  district  in  the  kingdom 
which  presents  so  many  objects  of  interest  to  the 
antiquarian."  There  are  cave  dwellings  (over  3000 
years  old)  in  excellent  preservation,  beehive 
dwellings,  raths,  cahers,  stone  circles,  etc.,  and  the 
remains  of  abbeys  and  churches  built  in  the  fifth 
century.  Miss  Margaret  Stokes'  book,  "  Six  Months 
in  the  Forests  of  France,"  is  principally  devoted 
to  the  history  of  the  Corrib  abbeys  and  churches 
and  the  migration  of  learned'  monks  to  the  North 
of  France,  some  of  whom  preserved  in  the  stained 
glass  windows  of  the  French  churches  pictorial 
mementoes  of  the  lovely  Corrib.  Recently  the 
gifted  Archbishop  of  Tuam  gave  a  most  interesting 
lecture  on  "  Two  Royal  Abbeys  by  the  Western 
Lakes,"  and  which  I  would  strongly  recommend 
intending  visitors  to  read.  This  is  his  Grace's 
description  of  the  district  between  Lough  Corrib  and 
Lough  Mask.  "  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not 
in  all  Ireland  a  district  of  more  varied  beauty  and 
greater  historical  interest.    No  feature  that  enriches 


a  landscape  is  wanting.  Two  noble  wide-spreading 
lakes  like  inland  seas,  dotted  over  with  myriad 
islands  and  flanked  by  noble  mountains ;  far- 
reaching  woodlands,  quiet  groves  and  sunny  waters  ; 
foliage  of  the  richest  green  ;  early  blooms  never 
blighted  by  the  nipping  frost,  underground  rivers 
from  lake  to  lake,  suddenly  bursting  out  from  their 
sunless  caves  in  mighty  rushing  floods,  hill  and  dale 
and  rock  and  mound  intermingled  Ln  bewildering 
variety."  It  is  the  fishing  on  the  great  lakes,  how- 
ever, which  will  arrest  the  attention  of  the  angler. 
The  Corrib  alone  is  thirty-five  miles  long,  covers 
44,000  acres,  and  there  are  150  miles  of  spawning 
beds  on  its  feeding  rivers  !  Until  three  years  ago 
it  was  poached  with  destructive  cross-lines  and  nets, 
and  so  many  salmon  and  trout  were  slaughtered  on 
the  spawning  beds  that  the  peasantry  often  used 
them  as  food  for  their  pigs  !  The  cross-liners 
forwarded  to  London  every  month  about  one  ton 
of  trout !  Poaching  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past, 
owing  to  the  untu'ing  exertions  of  the  Corrib  Fishery 
Association,  and  Corrib  can  now  claim  to  be  the 
finest  fishing  lake  in  the  kingdom  without  exception. 
It  is  also  claimed  that  the  North-West  Corrib  and 
the  adjoining  portion  of  Lough  Mask  are  the  best 
fishings  on  both  lakes. 

The  illustration  shows  the  basket  of  a  sportsman 
who  never  "  dapped  "  until  this  season,  and,  while 
the  usual  take  was  about  eight  or  ten  large  trout 
in  the  day,  baskets  of  fifteen  to  twenty-seven  have 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Doig,  Mr.  Jones,  Colonel  Banks, 
Mr.  Gascoigne,  and  several  others.  Mr.  Law  secured 
twenty-four  in  one  day,  and  says  he  never  had  such 


sport,  though  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  West- 
meath  lakes.  Lough  Derg,  etc.  On  Lough  Mask 
Lord  Justice  Walker  secured  sixty-four  trout  in  two 
days,  but  there  were  a  few  small  trout.  It  is  well 
to  mention,  however,  that  with,  the  exception  of  one 
small  hotel,  which  is  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the 
growing  requirements  of  the  district,  there  is  practi- 
cally no  accommodation  for  the  reception  of  visitors. 
Ontfl  a  large  hotel  is  built  with  modern  equipment 
it  would,  therefore,  be  almost  in  vain  at  present  to 
tell  the  angler  who  requires  luxuries  that  the  lakes 
swarm  with  salmon  and  trout,  to  tell  the  artist  and 
tourist  that  the  most  extensive  lake' and  mountain 
scenery  in  the  kingdom  is  there  to  charm  him,  to 
teU  the  invalid  the  fact  that  the  climate  is  similar 
but  softer  than  the  South  of  France,  and  that  the 
air  from  mountains,  lake,  and  sea  cures  the  sleepless 
and  restores  shattered  nerves  ;  to  tell  the  antiquarian 
to  interpret  the  relics  of  the  past,  or  the  historical 
novelist  to  weave  a  charming  series  of  tales  from 
the  abundant  materials  at  his  command.  Over 
3000  years  have  passed  since  the  great  battle  of 
Moyturra,  near  Cong,  was  fought  between  the 
ancient  inhabitants,  the  Firbolgs  and  de  Daniens. 
A  hundred  thousand  warriors  were  engaged  in  the 
fight.  The  Firbolgs  were  beaten,  and  their  King, 
Eochy,  was  killed.  A  great  cairn  was  raised  over 
his  remains,  and  "  the  plain  between  the  lakes  is 
dotted  over  with  the  burial  mounds  and  monu- 


mental pillar  stones  of  the  warriors  who  fell  in  the 
first  great  battle  recorded  in  our  history." 

Since  then  Melesians,  Danes,  Normans,  and  Anglo- 
Saxons  have  fought  for  possession  of  the  district, 
and  round  the  lakes  are  found  theii-  ruined  castles 
and  fortresses. 

In  the  sixth  century  Eogan,  King  of  Connaught, 
had  a  Royal  residence  here,  and  in  the  twelfth 
century  Rory  O'Conor,  ex-Kmg  of  Ireland,  died  in 
the  Abbey  of  Cong,  where  he  had  lived  many  years 
in  retirement. 

There  are  strong  probabilities  that  His  Majesty 
the  King  will  have  a  Royal  residence  in  Ireland. 
Near  the  Western  Lakes  there  are  two  of  the  stateliest 
castles  in  the  kingdom.  The  owner  of  one  of  them 
is  now  entertaining  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the 
finest  cock-shoot  in  the  kingdom,  while  the  extra- 
ordinary alterations  being  completed  at  the  other 
— the  result,  it  is  said,  of  their  Majesties'  suggestions 
— is  firmly  believed  to  indicate  that  Ireland  will 
shortly  have  a  Balmoral  in  the  west.  The  iUustra- 1 
tion  is  by  an  amateur  photographer. 

Howard  B.^enes  (Captain). 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES  PRO- 
TECTION ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  association  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  March  7,  which  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  con- 
sented to  attend.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  asso- 
ciation will  be  held  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  Jan.  28,    ■ 


The  Nobth-West  Coerib:  View  fbom  Golf  Links  (Sixth  Hole). 
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FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


So  small  a  percentage  of  the  London  Anglers, 
who  have  for  so  long  a  period  done  me  the  honour 
of  electing  me  their  president,  are  salmon  anglers 
that  it  is  to  be  expected  that  I  should  desire  to  give 
from  my  experience  some  account  of  the  sport  and 
pleasure  I  have  derived  from  the  pursuit  of  the  fish 
sought  after  by  the  great  majority  of  them.  " 

It  will  be  a  very  real  pleasure  for  me  to  take 
from  my  well-stored  memory  of  happy  days,  and 
instructive,  incidents  that  have  come  to  me  while 
Sshing  the  Thames. 

The  door  of  the  store-house  opens  widely  at 
bhe  mere  thought  of  doing  this,  and  days,  men  and 
jccurrences,  crowd  out  in  such  profusion  that  care 
is  needed  to  select  such  of  my  experiences  as  will 
most  concisely  convey  to  my  readers  where  I  have 
jought  for  and  how  I  have  caught  my  fish. 

I  have  fished  in  most  of  our  English  rivers; 
the  Taw,  Torridge,  Lynn  and  Exe  have  given 
me  creels  full  of  their  plucky  diminutive  trout,  and 
the  Test  has  added  many  a  dozen  of  grayling  to 
my  long  score  of  captures. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Trent  I  have  tried  my  hand 
imong  the  roach,  chub  and  barbel ;  and  in  a  flat- 
bottomed,  equilateral  triangle-shaped  boat,  locally 
Jailed  a  raft,  I  have  sat 
many  a  night  out  on  the 
breamy   Bedford  Ouse, 
ivith  a  lantern  fixed  in 
5ach  of  the  two  angles 
facing    the   stream,  the 
third    angle,    or  point, 
being   pushed  into  the 
sedges,  which,  fostered  by 
bhe   muddy  banks  and 
sluggish  stream,  grow  to 
m  extraordinary  height. 

On  the  Norfolk  Broads 
[  have  spent  a  week  or 
two  vainly  trying  to  secure 
one  of  the  mighty  pike  or 
perch  which  we  hear  so 
much  of  and  seldom  see. 
Many  health-giving  days 
have  I  passed  on  the  Lea, 
but  I  must  confess  that 
the  canny  fish  of  that 
river  have  suffered  little 
diminution  by  my  skill. 

I  am  at  home  on  the 
banks  of  the  Colne, 
whether  it  be  Hythe  End, 
Wraysbury,  Horton  Mill, 
Poyle  Mill,  Longford  or 
Harmondsworth  (the  two 
last  places  are  not  so 
famous  for  fish  as  for  fish- 
poachers;  here  the  latter 
are  to  be  found  as  clever 
as  generations  of  j  udiciou  s 

marriages  between  the  poaching  inhabitants  of  the 
two  villages  and  constant  exercise  of  their  skill  can 
make  them ;  and  their  cleverness  is  likely  to  be 
maintained,  as  a  certain  amount  of  practice  is 
assured  to  them  by  kingly  charters) — at  Hubert  de 
Burgh's,  Godfrey's,  Iver,  Uxbridge,  Rickmansworth, 
or  never-to-be-forgotten  Mercer's  Mill,  at  West 
Drayton,  where,  as  a  lad,  my  uncle,  a  clever  angler, 
gave  my  cousin  and  me  a  lesson  in  angling. 

At  that  time  I  was  not  so  unmindful  of  hunger, 
while  the  fish  bit,  as  now,  and  about  twelve  I  per- 
suaded my  relatives  that  it  was  time  to  lunch.  A 
veal  and  ham  pie  was  produced  and  placed  upon 
the  low  wall  overlooking  the  mill  tail ;  just  then 
our  tutor  hooked  a  large  chub,  and;  as  I  rushed  to 
pick  up  the  landing  net,  I  quite  forgot  my  hunger 
and  the  means  of  satisfying  it;  unfortunately,  I 
touched  that  veal  and  ham  pie  with  my  elbow,  and 
it  toppled  over  into  ten  feet  of  water.  I  can  see 
the  swinging  motions  of  that  slowly  sinking  pie 
quite  plainly  yet. 

Many  year^  since  the  two  miles  of  the  river 
Colne  immediately  adjacent  to  Wraysbury  station 
was  the  property  of  Mr.  Laddell.  He  was  as 
generous  a  man  as  any  angler  could  wish  to 
approach,  and  I  fear  that  I  and  four  others  must 
plead  guilty  to  having  trespassed  far  too  freely  on 
his  kindness,  which  proved  to  be  as  unlimited  as 
the  sport  in  his  river.  We  used  to  walk  from  the 
station  to  his  house  and  ask  for  Mr.-  Laddell,  and 
in  a  twinkling  he  was  with  us,  bearing  a  smile,  the 


owner  of  which  could  never  say  "nay,"  and  his 
"yes"'  was  invariably  accompanied  with  a  sort  of 
half-wicked  shake  of  the  head  which  said,  "You 
are  a  nice  five,  I  can  see," 

I  must  not  stop  to  tell  of  the  takes  of  those  days 
when  twenty  or  thirty  pound  per  rod  was  usual, 
or  of  the  twelve  to  twenty  jack  per  day  which  was 
frequently  the  result  of  friend  A.'s  clever  spinning ; 
neither  must  I  stop  to  speak  of  pleasant  outings, 
and  sundry  ^picnics,  when  female  society  gave  a 
charm  to  the  ruins  of  Hythe  End  Mill. 

I  will  only  tell  of  the  funny  incident  which  hap- 
pened to  one  of  the  five,  whose  wife — let  me  tell  you 
in  passing— was  a  favourite  at  the  Mill  Cottage  where 
our  tea  was  made ;  indeed,  a  favourite  with  all  who 
knew  her,  and  the  idol  of  her  husband.  If  Mrs.  B. 
had  a  fault — she  has  none  now — it  was  an  over- 
whelming love  for  flowers,  and  well  I  knew  it,  for 
go  where  we  would,  catch  what  we  might,  my 
friend  had  to  take  home  some  flowers,  and  many 
trains  he  lost  while  violet  and  primrose  hunting. 

In  the  tail  of  the  mill  (from  which  to  the  Thames, 
some  quarter  of  a  mile,  there  is  no  impediment  to 
fish  working  up)  may,  at  times,  be  found  an  almost 
incredible  quantity  of  barbelj  B.  and  I  determined 
one  day  to  give  these  fish  a  trial,  while  friends  D. 
and  E.  were  busy  amongst  the  roach  at  the  "  Tree  -' 
and  "Bridge"  swims,  and  A.  at  his  old  game, 
spinning  for  jack. 

It  was  about  five  when  we  struck  our  first  fish, 


Photo  by] 


Whebe  the  Wraysbxjey  Colne  enters  the  Thames, 

and  in  three  hours,  when  it  was  time  to  leave  off, 
twenty-eight  were  landed.  Rods,  tackle,  and  fish 
were  quickly  packed  and  shouldered  and  we  were 
off  to  meet  our  friends  at  the  station.-  In  the 
excitement  B.  had  quite  forgotten  the  promised 
flowers ;  but,  as  we  paused  to  open  the  first  gate, 
the  thought  of  home,  wife  and  flowers,  came  back 
to  him,  and  down  went  his  bag  of  fish,  and  he  was 
gone  with  a  shout  of,  "I'll  catch  you;  I've  for- 
gotten something." 

He  could  run  then,  and  as  I  sauntered  and 
rested  I  fully  expected  him  to  overtake  me ;  but 
the  station  was  reached,  the  train  came  in,  and  we 
four  took  our  seats,  and,  as  I  held  the  door  open, 
I  looked  up  the  platform  and  said,  "B ,  as  usual, 
has  lost  his  train  for  his  flowers.'-- 

"  Right  here,"  and  the  train  was  on  the  move. 
Just  then  in  rushed  an  elderly  gent,  rod  in  hand, 
and  naturally  made  straight  for  the  open  door, 
while  his  basket  was  seized,  from  a  country  lad, 
by  the  guard,  just  as  the  train  left  the  platform. 
Bang  went  the  door,  and  we  were  face  to  face  with 
the  most  extraordinary  fisherman  that  ever  man 
set  eyes  on.  Why,  he  was  dressed  in  black,  with  a 
swallow-tail  coat  and  high  hat ! 

Could  it  be  that  he  was  a  mute  who  had  attended 
a  funeral  in  the  morning  and  gone  a-fishing  in  the 
afternoon?  At  any  rate,  his  dress  favoured  the 
suppositions  How  he  blew  and  puffed  !  Speak  he 
couldn't,  as  his  wind  was  gone.  I  pitied  that  old 
party  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.    What  a  race 


he  must  have  had !  I  offered  him  a  nip  of  brandy ; 
when,  to  my  horror,  he  pointed  to  his  mouth  and 
ear,  intimating  that  he  was  deaf  and  dumb ;  but 
he  gave  a  pull  at  the  flask  notwithstanding. 

The  conversation  soon  turned  to  the  absent  B;; 
and  many  were  the  jokes  and  endless  the  laughter 
we  enjoyed  at  his  expense.  Sometimes  I  thought 
that  " dummy '^  was  infected  by  our  mirth; 
especially  did  I  think  so  when  I  saw  the  bottom 
of  his  capacious  black  vest  bubble  up  just  as  the 
suggestion  was  made  that  we  should  draw  lota 
who  should  be  messenger  and  consoler  to  the 
disappointed  wife. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  D.  was  not  only 
taking  a  peep  at  our  strange  fellow  passenger, 
but  that  he  was  fast  becoming  alarmed,  for  he 
exclaimed,  "  For  God's  sake,  give  that  afflicted  and 
miserable -looking  fellow  another  puU  at  the  brandy; 
he's  lapsing  into  fits."-  Not  only  lapsing,  thought 
the  rest  of  us,  as  we  saw  the  old  gent  roll  from 
side  to  side,  and  desperately  clutch  at  the  window, 
he's  got  them.  Two  of  us  seized  him,  and,  as  we 
did  so,  off  rolled  the  high  hat  and  disclosed  the  curly 
wool  and  well-known  features  of  our  lost  companion. 

Then  we  all  had  fits  which  lasted  until  we 
became  aware  how  near  we  had  been  to  losing 
him  altogether. 

B.'s  explanation. — "  As  I  left  home  this  morning 
and  gave  my  wife  the  usual  kiss,  I  promised  her 
some  of  the  roses  which  she  has  so  often  admired 
in  the  cottager's  kitchen 
garden,  on  the  little  island 
above  Hythe  End  Mill  I 
little  thought  that  the 
fulfilment  of  that  promise 
would  so  nearly  have  cost 
me  my  life.- 

"As  you  know,  I  am 
prepared  to  nm  a  step  or 
two,  and  to  risk  a  train  or 
so,  to  get  my  flowers,  and 
when  I  ran  back  to-night 
it  was  with  a  light  toe  and 
a  lighter  heart,  as  we  had 
had  a  good  day's  sport. 
I  had  pleasant  friends  to 
meet,  a  good  home  to  go 
to,  and  an  angel' s  smile  to 
greet  me. 

"  Few    appeared  the 
jumps  and  strides  neces- 
sary to  bring  me  to  the 
cottage,  and,  within  five 
minutes  of  my  leavingyou, 
I  had  obtained  permission 
and  gathered  a  score  of 
roses,  and  was  in  the  act 
of  bounding  back  over  the 
plank-wide  hand  bridge, 
when  the  old  woman  ap- 
peared, scissors  in  hand, 
at  the  other  end.  Jump 
over  her  I  could  not,  as  I 
was  too  close,  and  to  stop 
myself   I    clutdhed  the 
raiU  which  snapped,  and  I  was  precipitated  head- 
first into  the  water.    Unfortunately  for  me,  the 
weeds  had  been  cut  above,  and  had  gathered  there 
in  a  thick  decaying  mass,  which,  while  it  permitted 
my  head   to   force   its  way  through,  resolutely 
refused  a  passage  to  my  heels,  and  I  found  myself 
in  this  awful  predicament — that  my  heels  remained 
in  the  air  and  the  whole  weight  of  my  body  was 
thrown  on  to  my  head,  which  was  fast  sinking 
into  the  thick  black  mud, 

*'  How  long  this  lasted  I  can  only  gueas;  I  know 
I  fought  hard  for  life,  as  I  knew  that  if  I  could  only 
get  my  head  where  my  heels  were  I  was  saved.- 

"I  must  have  been  in  the  last  throes  of  suffoca- 
tion when  the  old  lady's  screams  brought  assistance, 
and,  with  the  aid  of  a  rope,  I  was  dragged  out,  and 
gin — the  only  spirit  at  hand — was  poured  down  my 
throat,  which  as  nearly  did  for  me  as  the  mud.- 

"  To  the  surprise  of  my  rescuers  I  sat  up  almost 
immediately,  and  soon  afterwards  walked  into  the 
cottage  and  asked  for  the  loan  of  some  clothes. 
I  was  advised  to  go  to  bed,  etc.,  etc. ;  but,  as  I 
was  determined,  they  were  lent  me — Mr.  Hancock's 
best,  of  course — and  here  I  am  in  the  Sunday-go- 
to- meeting  suit.- 

"  That  I  should  have  missed  any  but  a  South- 
western train  is  certain,  and  I  should  have  missed 
this  but  for  the  strong  aid  of  the  country  lad  who 
trotted  with  the  basket,  in  which  you  will  find  a 
mud-stained  bunch  of  roses.'i 

{To  he  continued.) 


[W.  K.  Geen. 


74 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  4,  1905 


RULES  AND  PROGRAMME 

OF  THE 

ANGLERS'    CASTING  TOURNAMENT 

TO  BE  HELD  AT 

MADISON  SQUARE  GARDEN,  NEW  YORK, 
Feb.  21  to  March  9,  1905,  Inclusive. 


Tournament  Commiltee.~YLg,vo\d  G.  Henderson, 
J.  Howard  Wainwriarht,  C.  G.  Levison,  Robert  B. 
Lawence,  MUton  H.  Smith.  Harold  De  RaaslofiF, 
David  T.  Abercrombie  (manager). 

General  Committee.— Chas.  A.  Bryan,  J.  S.  Farlee, 
Lody  Smith,  Chas.  G.  Peters,  Will  K.  Park,  Nathaniel 
S.  Smith,  James  D.  Smith,  J.  Alden  Weir,  L.  Bougie, 
Robert  Leflerts,  G.  H.  Gerard.  W.  F.  Kimber,  Harry 
L.  Cadmus,  Geo.  B.  Hayes,  W.  D.  Cloyes,  John  E\ 
Bulliwinkle.  Theo.  A.  Knapp,  James  A.  Ci-uikshank, 
T.  Elmer  Batten,  and  H.  Bannard  Leakier. 
General  Rules  Governing  All  Contests. 

Rule  1. — ^All  contests  shall  be  governed  by  two 
judges  and  a  referee.  In  case  of  disagreement  the 
referee  shall  decide. 

Rule  2. — No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
contest,  except  contests  "  open  to  all,"  who  has  ever 
taught  casting  for  pay  ;  fished  for  a  living  ;  been  a 
guide  ;  or  who  has  b,een  engaged  in  either  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  fishing  tackle. 

Rule  3. — All  persons  competing  shall  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  $1  for  each  event. 

Rule  4. — The  order  in  which  the  contestants  shall 
cast  shall  be  determined  by  the  judges.  The  con- 
testants must  be  ready  to  cast  when  called  upon  by 
the  judges. 

Rule  5. — The  leader  and  fly  or  lure  in  each  contest 
must  be  intact  at  the  time  of  record  by  the  judges, 
and  the  length  and  weight  of  the  rod  must  be 
recorded. 

Rule  6. — Arrangements  shall  be  made  by  the 
judges  to  accurately  determine  the  point  at  which 
the  fly  or  lure  falls. 

Rule  7. — Contests  shall  be  called  promptly  at 
3.30  p.m.  and  8..30  p.m. 

Rule  8. — After  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place 
on  the  stand,  which  is  a  platform  not  more  than 
ISin.  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  his  time  shall 
be  counted  from  the  moment  he  says  "  Ready  !  " 
and  the  first  cast  thereafter  shall  count.  The  longest 
cg,st  during  the  five  minutes  succeeding  the  word 
"  ready  "  shall  be  taken  as  his  record  for  distance. 

Rule  9. — The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and 
no  rod  shall  exceed  ll-J-ft.  in  length,  excepting  when 
otherwise  specified.    The  line  must  not  be  weighted. 

Rule  10. — The  barb  and  point  must  be  removed 
from  all  hooks. 

Rule  11. — Trout  flies  on  hooks  no  smaller  than 
No.  12  old  scale  shall  be  used  unless  otherwise 
specified.  Leaders,  which  must  be  of  single  gut, 
shall  not  exceed  the  length  of  the  rod  by  more  than 
2ft.,  unless  otherwise  .specified. 

Rule  12. — Time  will  be  allowed,  in  case  of  accident, 
to  make  repairs  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges. 

Rule  13. — The  switch  style  of  casting  will  not  be 
allowed,  except  in  the  class  so  devoted  to  that  method. 

Rule  14. — AU  difficulties  or  disputes,  arising  and 
not  provided  for  in  these  rules  or  the  rules  governing 
each  contest,  shall  be  referred  to  the  judges,  whose 
decision  shall  be  final. 

Rule  15. — When  the  method  of  casting  to  be 
employed  is  specified  in  the  rules  governing  an 
event,  no  other  style  than  that  designated  will  be 
allowed. 

Rule  16. — In  all  events  where  the  weight  of  the 
rod  is  limited  an  allowance  of  foz.  shall  be  made  for 
the  solid  metal  reel  seat  and  |oz.  for  an  independent 
handle,  providing  such  handle  and  butt  joint  of  the 
rod  are  each  made  with  the  usual  metal  ferrule  and 
the  rod  exclusive  of  the  handle  is  made  in  three 
pieces  jomed  by  metal  ferrules. 

Rule  17. — Whenever  a  contest  combines  both 
distance  and  accuracy,  the  competition  for  accuracy 
shall  precede  that  for  distance. 

Rule  18.— The  standard  for  hooks  is  that  of 
Harrison's  Sproat,  regular  size,  old  scale. 

Rule  19. — In  all  events  where  there  are  at  least 
three  contestants  there  shall  be  a  first  prize  (gold 
medal),  second  prize  (silver  medal),  and  third  prize 
(bronze  medal). 

Tuesdaif  Evening,  Feb.  21,  8.30  p.m. — Opening 
Event. — Grilse  or  salmon  fly  casting  for  distance 
only.  Open  to  all.  Rods  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in 
length.    Fly  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  Feb.  22,  3.30  p.m. — 
vent^l. — Single-handed  Bait-casting  contest.  Dis- 


tance only.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  100ft.  in  any  similar  contest. 
Five  casts  shall  be  made  overhead  with  |oz.  rubber 
frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  The  longest 
cast  to  count.  Each  contestant  may  make  not  more 
than  three  trial  casts  before  casting  to  score.  No 
limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast  must  be  made 
from  free  running  reel.  Should  the  frog  fall  outside 
the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  count 
but  will  not  be  scored. 

Wednesday/  Evening,  Feb.  22,  8.30  p.m.— Event  2. 
— Trout  fly-casting  for  distance  only.  Open  to 
youths  not  over  twenty  years  of  age.  Weight  of 
rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  Feb.  23,  3.30  p.m.— Event  3. 
— Trout  fly-casting  contest  for  distance  only.  Open 
only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  more  than  60ft. 
in  single  hand,  club  or  tournament  contest.  Weight 
of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Thiirsday  Evening,  Feb.  23,  8.30  p.m.— Event  4 
— Switch  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who  have  cast  more 
than  75ft.  in  any  similar  club  or  tournament  contest. 
An  obstacle  will  be  placed  15ft.  back  of  the  con- 
testant. Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted. 

Friday  Afternoon,  Feb.  24,  3.30  p.m.— Event  5 
— Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only  to 
count.  A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be  used.  These 
will  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Open  only  to 
those  who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any 
similar  contest  in  either  club  or  open  tournament 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Friday  Evening,  Feb.  24,  8.30  p.m.— Event  6 
Light  trout  fly  rod  contest.    Distance  only.  Rod 
must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz.    For  allowances 
see  Rule  16.    Open  only  to  those  who  have  never 
cast  more  than  60ft.  in  any  similar  contest  in  either 
club  or  open  tournament  with  a  rod  of  5oz.  or  less 
Saturday  Afternoon,  Feb.  25,  3.30  p.m.— Event  7. 
Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy.    Open  to  all.    Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  100ft.  with  a  Joz.  frog  in 
either  club  or  open  tournament.    Five  casts  shall 
be  made  for  distance  with  a  |-oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.    Ten  casts  shall  be 
made  for  accuracy,  five  at  each  of  two  buoys,  60ft 
and  70ft.  distance  from  casting  point. 

These  casts  to  be  made  with  |oz.  rubber  frog, 
and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog 
falls  from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided 
by  ten,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent. 

For  distance  five  casts  shall  be  made,  and  the 
average  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall 
constitute  the  score.    Highest  wins. 

No  restriction  as  to  rod,  line,  reel,  or  method  of 
casting,  provided  that  all  casts  are  made  from  the  reel. 

Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the 
tank,  the  cast  shall  count,  but  will  not  be  scored. 

Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at 
each  buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before 
casting  to  score. 

Saturday  Evening,  Feb.  25,  8.30  p.m.— Event  8 
Switch  trout  fly-casting  contest.    Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.    Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.    An  obstacle  will  be  placed  15ft.  back 
of  the  contestant. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Feb.  27,  3.30  p.m.— Event  9. 
Light  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only 
Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz.  For  allowances, 
see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to  those  who  have  never 
cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest  in  either 
club  or  open  tournament  with  a  rod  weighing  5oz 
or  less. 

Monday  Evening,  Feb.  27,  8.30  p.m.— Event  10.— 
Light  rod  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only 
Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  4oz.  For  allowances, 
see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to  those  who  have  never 
cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar  club  or  open 
tournament  contest  with  a  rod  weighing  4oz.  or  less. 
Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  Feb.  28,  3.30  p.m. — Event  11. 
Trout  fly-casting  contest.  Forward  obstacle. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  A  horizontal  bar  or 
tape  supported  by  two  upright  posts,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  tank,  under  which  the  cast  must  be  made, 
will  be  placed  in  front  of  the  contestant  at  a  distance 
of  30ft.  and  6ft.  above  the  water-level.  Distance 
between  the  posts,  within  which  the  casts  must  be 
made  under  the  bar,  is  10ft.  Weight  of  rod  and 
length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Tuesday  Evening,  Feb.  28,  8.30.p.m.— Event  12,— 


Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who  have  cast  85ft. 
in  any  similar  contest  in  either  club  or  open  tourna- 
ment. A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be  used  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  committee.  Weight  of  rod  and 
length  of  leader  imrestricted. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  March  1.  3.30  p.m.— 
Event  13.— Bait-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  "  Greenwood  Lake  Style,"  with  ^oz. 
rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  No 
limit  to  rod  or  line  or  reel,  but  cast  must  not  bt^ 
made  from  the  reel.  The  longest  cast  forward, 
made  within  the  five  minutes  succeeding  the  time 
the  contestants  announce  "  Ready,"  to  count, 
t^nless  the  frog  falls  within  the  side  boundaries  of 
the  tank  the  cast  shall  not  score.  Frog  must  touch' 
the  water  on  the  back  cast,  and  be  raised  therefrom 
for  each  forward  cast. 

Wednesday  Evening,  March  1,  8.30  p.m.— 
Event  14.— Single-handed  bait-casting  contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
rnade  overhead  with  ioz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  committee.  The  longest  cast  to 
count.  Each  contestant  may  make  not  more  than 
three  trial  casts  before  casting  to  score.  No  limit 
to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast  mu.st  be  made 
from  free-running  reel.  Should  the  frog  fall  outside 
the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  count 
but  will  not  be  scored. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  2,  3.30  p.m.— 
Event  15. — Trout  fly  casting  for  accuracy  only. 
Open  to  all.  No  restrictions  as  to  weight  of  rod  and 
line.  The  contest  is  to  be  tjonducted  as  follows  :— 
When  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place  on  the 
platform  and  has  said  "  Ready,"  he  shall  begin  to 
cast  at  a  buoy,  and,  after  saying  "  Count "  or  after 
having  made  five  casts,  the  subsequent  five  shall 
be  noted  for  record.  The  buoy  shall  be  placed 
against  the  side  of  the  tank  and  30ft.  from  contestant 
under  an  overhanging  bush,  which  shall  extend  3ft. 
over  and  be  3ft.  above  the  water.  The  score  shall 
be  kept  as  follows  :— The  buoy  at  which  the  casts 
are  made  is  a  semi-circular  disc  6ft.  in  diameter. 
It  is  level  with  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  marked 
by  concentric  circles  6in.  apart.  The  fly  landing  in 
the  centre  counts  ten,  in  the  next  space  nine,  in  the 
next  space  eight,  and  so  on  down  to  five.  The 
highest  score  wins  the  contest. 

Thursday  Evening,  March  2,  8.30  p.m.— Event  16. 
—Light  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  4oz.  See  Rule  16 
for  allowance.  Open  to  all.  Exceptmg  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  80ft.  in  any  similar  club  or 
tournament  contest  with  a  rod  weighing  4oz.  or  less. 
Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Friday  Afternoon,  March  3,  3.30  p.m.— Event  17. 
—Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  100ft.  with  a  Joz.  frog  in  either 
club  or  open  tournment.  Five  casts  shall  be  made 
for  distance  with  a  Joz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished 
by  the  committee.  Ten  casts  shall  be  made  for 
accuracy— five  at  each  of  two  buoys— 60ft.  and 
70ft.  distance  from  casting  point. 

These  casts  to  be  made  with  Joz.  rubber  frog,  and 
for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog  falls 
from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided  by 
ten  shaD  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  The 
demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be  the 
accuracy  per  cent. 

For  distance  five  casts  shall  be  made,  and  the 
average  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall 
constitute  the  score.    Highest  wins. 

No  limit  to  rod  or  line  or  method  of  casting,  but 
all  casts  must  be  made  from  a  free-running  reel. 

Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of 
the  tank,  the  cast  shall  count,  but  shall  not  be 
scored. 

Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast 
at  each  buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant 
before  casting  to  score. 

Friday  Evening,  March  3,  8.30  p.m.— Event  18. 
— Light  rod  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance 
only.  Open  to  all.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than 
4oz.  For  allowances,  see  Rule  16.  Length  of  leader 
unrestricted. 

Saturday  After  noon,  March  4,  3.30  p.m. — Event  19. 
— Dry  fly-casting  for  accuracy.  Open  to  all. 
The  flies  to  be  used  in  this  event  will  be  furnished 
by  the  committee.  At  buoys  20ft.,  30ft.,  40ft., 
50ft.,  and  60ft. 

The  contestant  shall  start  taking  aim  at  the  first 
buoy  by  making  a  reasonable  number  of  false  or  \ 
preparatory  casts  in  the  air,  and  when  the^distance 
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is  determined  shall  allow  the  fly  to  fall  on  the  water 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  centre  of  the  first  buoy. 
The  fly  must  be  permitted  to  remain  floating  on  the 
water'for  a  few  seconds  and  then  retrieved  as  deli- 
cately as  possible,  and  the  next  buoy  aimed  at  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  so  on  mitil  five  casts  have  been 
made.    One  at  each  buoy. 

If  fly  falls  within  1ft.  of  buoy  cast  at,  accuracy 
shall  be  considered  perfect.  For  each  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  m  excess  of  1ft.  from  such  a  buoy 
a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  counted,  and  for  each  time 
the  fly  fails  to  float  while  on  the  water  a  demerit  of 
one  shall  also  be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such 
demerits  divided  by  five  shall  be  considered  the 
demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted 
from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent.  Should 
the  fly  be  whipped  off,  time  will  be  allowed  to 
attach  a  new  one. 

Saturday  Evening,  March  4,  8.30  p.m.— Event  20. 
—Single-handed  trout  fly  casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  over  100ft.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of 
IcjidGr  luurGstnctcd. 

Mcmday  Afternoon,  March  6,  3.30  p.m.— Event  21. 
—Trout  fly  castmg  contest.  For  accuracy  only. 
Open  to  all.  Distance  at  buoys,  40ft.,  4.5ft.,  and 
50ft.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unre- 
stricted. There  shall  be  five  casts  at  each  buoy. 
If  the  fly  falls  withm  1ft.  of  the  buoy  cast  at,  the 
cast  shall  be  considered  perfect :  for  each  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  in  excess  of  1ft.  from  such  a  buoy 
a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  coimted.  The  sum  total 
of  such  demerits  divided  by  fifteen  shall  be  con- 
sidered the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent, 
deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent., 
and  the  highest  scoite  wins.  Should  the  fly  be 
whipped  off,  time  will  be  allowed  to  replace  it,  and 
one  minute  allowed  to  extend  line  to  buoy  then  to 

Monday  Evening,  March  6,  8.30  p.m.— Event  22. 
—Light  trout  fly  rod  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz. 
For  allowances,  see  Rule  16. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  March  7,  3.30  p.m.— Event  23. 
—Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
made  for  distance  with  ^oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  committee.  Ten  casts  shall  be  made 
for  accuracy,  five  at  each  of  two  buoys,  60ft.  and 
80ft.  distance  from  casting  point. 

These  casts  to  be  made  with  |oz.  rubber  frog,  and 
for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog  falls 
from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided  by 
ten  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  The 
demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be  the 
accuracy  per  cent. 

For  distance  five  casts  shall  be  made,  and  the 
average  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall 
constitute  the  score.    Jlighest  wins. 

No  restrictions  to  rod,  line,  or  method  of  casting, 
but  all  casts  must  be  made  from  a  free-running  reel. 

Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the 
tank,  the  cast  shall  count  but  will  not  be  scored 
for  (hstance,  but  will  be  scored  for  accuracy. 

Tuesday  Evening,  March  7,  8.30  p.m.— Event  24. 
—Trout  fly  casting  contest.  Distance  only.  Weight 
of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Excepting 
those  who  have  cast  over  90ft.  in  any  club  or 
tournament. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  March  8,  3.30  p.m.— 
Event  25.— Single-handed  bait-casting  contest.  For 
distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be 
made  overhead  for  distance  with  a  Joz.  rubber  frog, 
to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Each  contestant 
may  make  not  more  than  three  trial  casts  before 
casting  to  score.  No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line, 
but  cast  must  be  made  from  free-running  reel. 
Should  the  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boimdaries 
of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  count,  but  will  not  be 
scored.    Longest  cast  to  coimt. 

Wednesday  Evening,  March  8,  8.30  p.m.— Event  26 
—Single-handed  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Exceptmg  those  who 
have  cast  over  100ft.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of 
leader  unrestricted. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  9,  3.30  p.m.— 
Event  27.— Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Distance 
only.  Open  to  aU.  A  fly  on  a  No.  4  hook  to  be 
used  ;  thcM  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Thursday  Evening,  March  9,  8.30  p.m.— Event  28. 
— Single-handed  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Weight  of  rod  and 
length  of  leader  unrestricted. 


DRESSINGS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SALMON  FLIES. 


No.  1.— THE  "BLUEBELL." 
Tag  :  Silver  twist,  and  blue  silk  the  same  shade  as  the  macaw  feathers. 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body :  Orange  silk,  to  that  part  of  the  hook  midway  between  the  throat  and  tag  ;  the  rest  blue 
silk.    The  former  the  same  shade  as  the  rind  of  a  darkish  orange,  the  latter  the  same  as  in  the  tag. 
Bibbed  :  Silver  lace,  and  silver  tinsel. 
Hackle  :  Blue  macaw,  from  blue  silk. 
Throat :  Yellow  macaw. 
Wings  :  Red  macaw. 
Sides :  Jungle  fowl. 

Horns  :  Blue  macaw,  with  a  topping  over. 
Head :  Black  herl. 


No.  2.— THE  "JUNO." 
Tag  :  Silver  twist,  and  blue  silk  the  same  colour  as  the  cheeks. 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  Orange  silk  half-way,  the  same  shade  as  described  in  No.  1  illustration  ;  and  yellow  silk 
same  tone  as  this  hackle. 

Hackle  :  Yellow  macaw,  from  the  yellow  silk. 
Bibbed  :  Silver  lace,  and  silver  tinsel. 
Throat :  Blue  macaw. 
Wings  :  Golden  pheasant  toppings. 
Sides :  Jimgle  fowl. 
Cheeks :  Kingfisher. 
Horns  :  Blue  macaw. 
Head  :  Black  herl. 


No.  3.— THE  "GITANA." 
Tag  :  Silver  twist,  and  red  silk  the  same  colour  as  the  points  of  the  Indian  crow. 
Tail :  Two  toppmgs  ;  jungle  and  kingfisher,  one  of  each  on  either  side. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  One  third  silver  tinsel ;  over  which  four  Indian  crow,  two  at  top,  two  at  bottom,  back  to  back, 
sideways  ;  continuing  with  three  or  four  close  turns  of  black  herl.    The  rest  black  silk. 
Hackle  :  Black,  from  silk. 
Ribbed  :  Silver  tinsel  and  gold  lace. 

Throat :  Green  macaw  (the  feather  is  from  under  the  wmg  or  tail  of  the  bird). 

Wings  :  Two  dark  blue  macaw  feathers  (taken  from  the  top  of  the  wing),  jungle  on  either  side 
extending  beyond  tag,  and  five  tippet  feathers,  as  illustrated,  reaching  to  the  butt,  with  three  or  four 
golden  pheasant  toppings  over. 

Cheeks  :  Enamelled  thrush. 

Head  :  Black  herl.  {To  be  continued.) 
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HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale, 

{Continued  from  jpage  60.) 

CHAPTER  III. 
Dyeing  of  Furs  and  Feathers. 

The  dyeing  of  furs  and  feathers,  specially  for 
salmon  flies,  does  not  appear  to  have  received  from 
fishermen  equal  attention  towards  improvement 
with  all  other  branches  of  the  sport. 

The  colours  offered  for  sale  at  the  present  time 
are,  in  most  cases,  no  better  than  they  were  thirty 
j^ears  ago,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  hundreds 
of  dyes  producing  different  shades  of  colour  have 
been  discovered. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  old-fashioned  wood 
dyes  give  us  coloui-s  which  cannot,  from  a  fisher- 
man's point  of  view,  be  beaten  by  the  aniline  dyes 
— for  example,  fiery  brown.  But  take  blue  as  an 
instance ;  I  do  not  know  where  really  bright  blue 
hackles,  swan  feathers,  or  seal's  fur  can  be  bought. 
The  great  majority  sold  are  dyed  with  indigo,  and 
are  of  a  dull  purplish  hue. 

Some  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring 
out  a  set  jof  standard  coloui-s,  and  I  believe  that  a 
set,  in  seal's  fur,  was  exhibited  in  London ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  the  recipes  for  dyeing  them  were 
ever  published.  It  would  have  been  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  and  a  starting  point. 

It  would  prove  an  immense  and  expensive  task 
for  any  one  man  to  attempt  to  produce  a  complete 
set  of  colours  ;  the  following  suggestions,  if  carried 
out,  would  lead  to  progressive  improvement.  First, 
that  a  collection  should  be  made  of  the  best  of 
those  samples  (with  recipes  for  dyeing  them)  which 
already  exist,  whether  in  possession  of  amateurs 
or  professionals.  Second,  that  these  should  be 
classified,  and  the  best  selected  by  a  committee  of 
experts.  Third,  that  cards  containing  all  the 
recipes  should  be  printed  and  supplied,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  small  fee,  to  those  who  require  them. 
Fourth,  that  improved  samples,  submitted  from 
time  to  time  by  those  interested,  should  take  the 
place  of  older  and  inferior  colours. 

Materials  required  for  the  dyeing  of  fur,  wool, 
and  feathers  are  few  in  number,  No  expensive 
plant  is  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  best 
results ;  but  great  care  must  be  taken  to  measure 
out  the  quantities  of  mordants,  dyes,  and  water 
correctly,  and  to  note  the  time  required  for  each 
process.  The  following  list  includes  everything 
necessary,  Two  or  three  saucepans  and  colanders, 
some  glass  stirring  rods,  an  earthenware  jar,  and 
a  set  of  scales. 

The  saucepans  should  be  either  of  tin  or  cast 
iron.  Each  colander  should  be  either  of  perforated 
tin,  galvanised  iron  or  zinc,  and  made  as  follows  : — 
One  inch  less  in  depth  and  one  and  a  half  inch 
less  in  diameter  than  the  saucepans ;  round  the 
top  a  flat  flange  should  be  soldered,  so  that  when 
placed  in  the  saucepan  it  is  supported,  the  bottom 
and  sides  being  well  away  from  the  saucepan ;  a 
flat  handle  is  also  necessary.  The  advantage  of 
using  such  a  colander  is  obvious  ;  the  feathers  and 
fur  will  not  burn  if  left  to  boil  without  stirring. 

Glass  stirring  rods  are  better  than  vulcanite 
because  they  are  more  easily  cleaned. 

I  use  a  jar  or  cup  for  measuring  small  quantities, 
and  in  which  to  dissolve  the  dyes.  Put  into  it,  say, 
ten  dessertspoonfuls  of  water ;  mark  with  paint  or 
a  file  the  outside  of  the  jar  at  the  level  of  the 
surface  of  the  water.  If  one  grain  of  dye  is  dis- 
solved in  the  above-mentioned  amount  of  water, 
it  is  easy  to  measure  out  one-tenth  of  a  grain ; 
this  is  a  better  plan  than  using  a  cubic  centimetre 
glass.  The  dye  should  always  be  dissolved  in  a 
different  vessel  to  the  dye-bath,  as  more  even 
dyeing  is  assured. 

The  set  of  scales  should  be  capable  of  weighing 
down  to  one  grain. 

Aniline  dyes  are  sold  in  packets  or  by  the  ounce  ; 
when  purchasing  any  ascertain  the  trade  name, 
and  the  treatment  necessary ;  there  are  dozens  of 
different  reds,  blues,  etc.,  some  requiring  one 
treatment,  some  another.  You  cannot,  therefore, 
be  too  careful  in  keeping  accurate  notes  of  the 
name  and  quantity  of  dye,  mordant  or  acid  used, 
quantitj-  and  nature  of  water,  length  of  time 
boiled,  and  quantity  of  material ;  it  is  the  only 
way  to  make  certain  of  getting  the  same  shade 
at  a  future  date.   It  makes  a  lot  of  difference 


with  certain  dyes  whether  hard  or  soft  water  is 
used ;  some  will  not  strike  at  all  with  hard 
water, 

All  feathers  and  furs  before  dyeing  require  to  be 
washed,  and  to  have  the  grease  natural  to  them 
extracted.  For  hackles  it  is  best  to  tie  them  in 
bunches  of  about  a  dozen,  after  having  removed 
all  the  fluff  at  the  roots  ;  it  is  well  worth  the 
trouble  involved,  as  they  are  then  easily  removed 
from  the  different  baths.  For  experimental  work 
it  is  advisable  to  tie  a  few  to  a  clean  piece  of  wood. 
Seal's  fur  should  be  cut  from  the  skin,  not  pulled, 
and  it  will  save  a  lot  of  trouble  to  wash  the  fur 
from  a  skin  in  two  lots,  after  the  pure  white  has 
been  separated  from  the  yellowish. 

Use  either  washing  soda,  carbonate  of  ammonia, 
or  carbonate  of  potash  dissolved  in  warm,  not  hot, 
water,  work  the  feathers  or  fur  about  and  leave 
until  cold,  then  wash  thoroughly  in  clean  cold 
water.  It  is  important  to  get  rid  of  all  the 
cleansing  material. 

Most  dyes  require  a  mordant  in  order  to  bring 
out  and  fix  the  colour.  Alum  is  frequently  used,  a 
teaspoonful  to  a  quart  of  hot  water  ;  the  materials 
are  boiled  in  this  for  about  half  an  hour,  taken 
out,  and  washed  in  clean  cold  water. 

Dyeing  is  the  next  step.  Put  hot  water  into 
the  saucepan,  add  the  dissolved  dye  and  stir 
thoroughly  ;  put  the  colander  containing  material 
to  be  dyed  into  the  saucepan  and  place  on  the  fire. 

Nearly  all  aniline  dyes  require  some  acid  in  the 
bath ;  vinegar  is  frequently  used.  I  prefer  sul- 
phiu-ic  acid,  but  very  great  care  is  necessary  when 
using  it,  as  it  will  burn  anything  with  which  it 
comes  in  contact.  Should  any  get  on  to  the  hands 
or  clothes  apply  ammonia,  not  water.  When 
about  to  use  it  proceed  as  follows : — Half  fill  a 
tumbler  with  cold  water,  add  one  teaspoonful  of 
acid,  and  stir.  The  whole  can  now  be  added  to 
the  dye-bath,  which  should  previously  have  been 
removed  from  the  fire.  On  no  account  should  the 
acid  be  added  to  the  saucepan  when  on  the  fire. 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  rule  as  to  the 
temperature  at  which  a  dye-bath  should  be  main- 
tained, or  as  to  the  length  of  time  necessary. 
Some  dyes  do  not  require  boiling  at  all,  others 
need  an  hour  or  more  at  the  boil.  It  is  at  this 
stage  that  notes  will  be  found  so  useful.  When  it 
is  desired  to  examine  the  materials  remove  the 
colander  from  the  saucepan  and  place  it  at  once  in 
clean  cold  water. 

When  the  dyeing  is  completed  wash  the  material 
in  warm  water  with  a  very  little  soap,  then  rinse 
in  clean  cold  water. 

To  dry  fur  and  hackles  place  them  on  a  plate 
before  the  fire — not  too  close,  for  they  scorch 
easily — and  occasionally  shake  them  up.  Swan 
and  other  large  feathers  should  be  placed  on  a 
towel  or  sheet  of  blotting  paper,  and  before  they 
are  quite  dry  should  be  smoothed  and  the  fibres 
arranged  in  their  proper  order. 

Several  shades  of  one  colour  can  be  obtained  by 
dyeing  in  the  same  bath,  white,  red,  and  black 
hackles.  For  very  dark  claret  I  use  red,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  or  black  hackles.  A  pure  blue  must  have  a 
white  ground,  not  yellowish.  The  colour  of  a 
hackle,  such  as  a  fiery  brown,  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  holding  it  up  to  the  light  in  such  a 
position  that  the  colour  can  be  seen  through  the 
fibres. 

To  obtain  claret  or  red  claret  mix  yellow  with 
either  cardinal,  crimson,  or  majenta,  and  dye  in 
one  bath,  but  the  proportion  of  yellow  must  in  all 
cases  be  very  much  less  than  the  red  dye.  Sul- 
phuric acid  or  vinegar  is  the  best  acid  for  nearly  all. 

For  fiery  brown  use  fustic  or  turmeric  with  either 
Brazil  wood,  logwood,  or  madder,  no  acid  should 
be  used ;  feathers  can  either  be  dyed  in  one  bath 
or  dyed  first  yellow  and  then  dipped  in  one  of  the 
other  dyes  for  a  few  moments.  Fustic  and  turmeric 
should  not  be  boiled,  for  long,  as  tannin  is  thereby 
extracted  and  the  piu-ity  of  colour  destroyed.  Log- 
wood and  Brazil  wood,  on  the  other  hand,  require 
long  boiling  to  extract  the  colom\ 

For  scarlet  orange,  use  fustic  and  cochineal,  and 
Tin  spirits  in  one  bath. 

For  blue,  the  best  I  know  of  is  the  "  light  blue  " 
Diamond  dye  ;  it  is  very  fast,  d3'es  evenly,  and  in 
pale  shades  produces  a  turquoise  blue  ;  the  feathers 
should  be  boiled  in  alum  first,  sulphuric  acid  being 
added  to  the  subsequent  dye  water. 

The  following  mixture,  or  similar  proportions, 
will  give  a  good  black  : — Logwood,  half  a  pound, 
fustic  or  turmei-ic,  half  an  ounce,  copperas,  half  an 
ounce,  sulphate  of  copper,  quarter  of  an  ounce. 


Boil  the  logwood  and  fustic  together  for  an  hour, 
then  add  the  other  materials,  also  feathers  or  fur, 
and  boil  for  at  least  half  an  hour. 

To  kill  or  sadden  any  colour,  dissolve  a  little 
copperas  in  boiling  water  and  dip  the  feathers  for  a 
few  moments. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPENING  OF  THE  SALMON 
SEASON  AND  SOME  FREE  FISHINGS. 

Along  with  the  run  of  spring  salmon  there  is  a 
run  of  finnock,  or  whitling,  in  the  estuaries  of  the 
east  coast  rivers.  The  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Beauly, 
Findhorn,  and  Lossie  participate  in  it,  and  the 
sport  is  not  to  be  denied.  It  is  really  first- 
class.  I  do  not  mean  "  kelt  finnock "  or  sea- 
trout  got  beyond  the  tidals.  They  are  to  be 
had  any  time  between  the  months  of  February  and 
April,  but  they  are.  not  the  "  true  blue."  The 
finnock  alluded  to  are  the  firsthngs  of  the  season, 
and  a  sportsman  can  differentiate  between  them  and 
the  kelt  order  just  as  well  as  he  can  tell  a  March 
Brown  from  a  Hare's  Ear.  Certainly  they  are 
foimd  together,  and  especially  in  the  reaches  above 
the  tidal.  Beyond  there  they  are  absolutely  kelts ; 
but  in  the  tidal  they  are  not  so.  They  are  in  the 
mending  meridian,  and  probably  mended.  A  few 
weeks'  feeding  make  these  grilse  (sea-trout)  fit.  It 
depends  on  the  January  flood,  but  they  are  really 
game  fish,  rise  to  the  fly,  and  worth  their  weight  in 
gold  for  sport.    There  is  no  denying  that. 

In  Scotland,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  pre- 
venting the  killing  of  brown  trout  before  March  1, 
the  tidal  waters  have  become  more  and  more  of  an 
outlet  to  the  pent-up  fisher.  They  fish  best  in  the 
early  spring,  that  is,  the  tidals,  and  with  big  ordinary 
trout  flies.  The  March  Brown  is  a  general  favourite 
all  the  season  through.  In  a  blustering  July  day 
it  is  as  killing  as  amongst  the  February  snow  and 
sleet,  only  a  trifle  smaller.  There  are  various  com- 
binations and  improvements  on  the  March  Brown 
that  go  by  fancy  names,  such  as  the  Cash,  but  the 
Cash  is  only  a  March  Brown  improved  !  Yet  it  kills 
when  the  original  is  all  out  of  it !  Then  we  have 
the  male  and  female  March  Browns,  and  too  much 
is  made  of  the  distinction  ;  the  quill  March  Bro^vn, 
etc.,  etc.,  are  all  from  the  same  parent  stem,  and  all 
do  well. 

The  Hare's  Ear  does  not  admit  of  much  alteration. 
It  is  a  very  sober  fly,  but  when  rabbit  wool  is  used 
instead  of  the  real  hare's  ear  it  is  exasperating. 
For  a  penny  he  will  get  four  hares'  ears,  and 
they  will  dress  a  gross  of  hooks.  The  rabbit's 
fur  has  not  the  oil  of  the  hare.  It  sinks  too  far, 
gets  waterlogged,  in  fact,  and  is  not  a  Hare's  Lug 
in  anything  but  colour. 

I  never  fish  without  a  Hare's  Lug  on  my  cast. 
Be  it  summer,  winter,  frost  or  rain,  my  top  fly  of 
a  flight  of  three  hooks  is  a  Hare's  Lug,  and  from 
one  year's  end  to  the  other  I  kill  more  trout  with 
that  top  fly  than  with  all  the  others  put  together, 
and  I  have  some  230  named  trout  flies  at  my  disposal. 
Last  year — a  bad  year — I  killed  130  finnock,  varying 
from  6oz.  to  12oz.,  and  three-fourths  of  them  were 
to  the  Hare's  Ear.  No  particular  dressing,  just  the 
common,  well-known  Hare's  Ear. 

The  prospects  of  the  opening  a  week  hence  are 
very  bright  all  over  the  north.  The  Don  fishes  well 
when  there  are  a  few  fish  about,  and  there  should 
be  some  in  the  Alford  district.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
as  good  a  place  as  any  to  go  to,  and  at  the  Houghton 
Arms  Mrs.  Logan  makes  everyone  feel  at  home. 
The  Burgh  of  Kintore  is  a  ticket  water,  some  Is.  6d. 
— the  cheapest  in  the  country.  Tlie  Ythan  and 
Ugie  are  not  worth  much  till  the  season  is  advanced, 
but  the  mouth  of  the  Deveron,  the  Lossie  (some  six 
miles),  and  the  Findhorn  are  all  free  waters,  and  the 
North  and  South  Esks  at  Montrose  afford  as  good 
fishing  in  the  early  months  as  can  be  had  anywhere. 

G.  Mackay. 


In  Brazil  a  species  of  tree-frog  constructs  in  the 
water  a  curious  nest,  or  fortification,  to  protect  its 
eggs  and  yoimg  from  the  attacks  of  fish.  Starting 
at  the  bottom  of  a  pond,  the  mother  frog  erects  a 
circular,  tube-like  wall  of  mud,  wliich  at  the  top 
projects  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  where  it 
bears  some  resemblance  to  the  crater  of  a  miniature 
volcano.  In  the  water  thus  enclosed  t€b  eggs  are 
laid,  and  when  they  have  hatched  out,  the  young 
frogs  are  secure  from  enemies  until  they  are  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  In  the  meantime,  the 
parents  remain  in  the  neighbourhood  as  if  on  guard. 
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CONCEBNING  FLOATS. 


No.  X.— EUREKA  FLOATS,  ETC. 

{Continued  from  page  61.) 

Mb.  Saiviuel  Beooks,  19,  Chancery -lane,  Ardwick, 
Manchester,  has  sent  samples  of  his  Eureka  floats, 
from  2Jm.  to  6in.,  Patent  No.  456,  and  says  : — 
"  They  are  very  popular  with  local  anglers,  and  for 
all  sorts  of  fishing  where  heavy  tackle  is  not  required. 
Many  anglers  who  have  used  them  consider  them 
the  best  they  have  ever  tried."  These  floats  (see 
No.  1)  are  made  of  three  pieces  of  quill — the  top  or 
white  portion  (A)  is  a  piece  of  goose-quill  with  the 
hollow  part  cleaned  out ;  into  this  is  cemented  a 
piece  of  selected  peacock-quill  (B),  and  to  the  end 
of  this,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  float  (C),  another 
piece  of  goose- quUl  is  similarly  fastened  ;  and  the 
quUls,  after  being  softened  in  water,  cut  to  the 
required  length,  dried,  withdrawn,  coated  with  a 
white  waterproof  cement,  replaced,  and  the  cement 
has  dried,  the  tapered  hole  is  cut  into  the  small 


1.  Top  end  of  cut  goose-quill.  A,  plugged  and  fixed 

to  trimmed  cut  peacock  feather,  B,  with  aper- 
ture for  line  in  fitted  quill,  C.    Length,  i^^in. 

2.  Cap  lin.  from  tip. 

piece  of  goose -quill  at  the  bottom  to  allow  the  line 
to  run  through.  The  portion  of  the  peacock-quill 
below  the  cap  of  goose-quill  (A)  is  coated  with  a 
green  waterproof  enamel,  the  cap  carefully  cut, 
neatly  whipped  with  silk,  coated  with  a  waterproof 
varnish,  and  the  float  is  complete.  These  floats 
are  extremely  light,  stiff,  strong,  and  being  so  well 
made,  they  wiU  last  out  three  ordinary  floats.  The 
extreme  whiteness  of  the  top  portion  of  the  float 
produced  by  the  peacock-quiU  inside  is  very  con- 
spicuous ;  it  can  be  seen  as  well  in  the  shade,  imder 
trees,  etc.,  as  in  open  water,  and  after  fishing  for 
several  days  in  succession  is  perfectly  watertight. 
The  common  or  shoddy-made  float  often  becomes 
waterlogged,  and  contmually  watching  a  float  in 
this  condition  will  often  produce  a  strain  on  the 
eyes,  even  with  those  anglers  who  are  blessed  with  a 
strong  sight.  Another  recommendation  is  when 
used  in  the  evening  the  top  of  a  Eureka  can  be  seen 
much  better  in  the  dusk  than  an  ordinary  quill. 
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The  green  enamel  imitating  a  piece  of  weed  renders 
the  float  less  conspicuous  to  the'*fish,  and  this  portion 
being  a  shade  heavier  than  either  the  top  or  bottom 
of  the  float  causes  it  to  ride  very  steadily,  especially 
in  a  breeze.  The  aperture  in  the  base  of  the  float  at 
the  side  coming  out  at  the  extreme  end,  through 
which  the  line  rims,  does  away  with  both  cap  and 
ring  ;  the  line  should  run  straight  from  the  cap  into 
the  sUghtly  tapermg  quill  at  the  base,  it  is  then  to  all 
mtents  and  purposes  part  and  parcel  of  the  float, 
consequently,  when  settUng,  it  does  not  waver  as  it 
were,  but  dips  very  easily,  and,  properly  weighted, 
wiU  show  the  faintest  nibble.  These  floats  can  be 
used  as  in  ordmary  fishmg,  but  bemg  so  hght  they 
should  have  only  the  iinest  tackle  and  a  very  fine 
floating  line,  a  sunken  line,  or  a  line  in  the  least  bit 
too  heavy,  swamps  them. 

The  distance  of  the  sUding  cap  from  the  top  of  the 
floats  varies  according  to  size  ;  on  the  smallest 
{see  No.  2)  they  are  about  an  inch  from  the  top,  and 
on  the  largest  as  much  as  an  iach  and  a  half.  These 
caps  fit  perfectly,  and  at  this  distance  from  the  tip 
allow  the  float  to  ride  nicely  in  the  water,  and  is  not 
pulled  flat  by  the  reel  line  {see  No.  4).  When  fishmg 
a  reasonable  distance  away  (a  distance  the  angler 
can  easily  command),  the  cap  is  fixed  so  that  the 
float  presents  almost  a  vertical  position,  a  slight 
slant  caused  by  the  Ime  being  held  just  taut  enough 
to  prevent  any  slack  between  the  rod-top  and  float  ; 
and  on  striking  it  comes  clean  out  of  the  water,  and 
is  not  pulled  cross-wise  against  it  from  the  middle  of 
the  float,  which  would  be  the  case  if  the  cap  were 
near  the  middle,  and  the  strike  would  often  be 
futile  ;  but  Mr.  Brooks  says :— "  I  consider  that 
any  float  acts  much  better  if  the  cap  is  low  down, 
when  fishing  immediately  under  the  rod-top  with 
a  short  line."  The  fact  is,  there  is  no  slack  Une,  a 
quick  recovery,  and  many  Manchester  anglers  who 
fish  in  local  canals  use  only  one  cap  at  the  base  of 
a  small  peacock-quill  float,  mstead  of  tying  it  to 
a  ring  hke  many  Norfolk  anglers. 

The  Eureka  float  can  be  attached  either  to  a  gut 
length  or  the  reel  Une  ;  this  is  done  by  passmg  the 
line  through  the  cap  and  then  through  the  aperture 
near  the  bottom  of  the  float.  For  fishmg  m  clear 
water  where  vegetation  abounds,  I  plump  for  a  mce 
moss-green  coloured  gut ;  if  one  is  fishing  with  a 
No.  0  or  No.  1  undressed  plaited  siUs  Ime,  a  cast  of 
3x  gut  4ft.  m  length  is,  I  think,  quite  long  enough 
to  use  m  any  water.  If  the  reel  line  is  used  below 
the  float  it  is  so  very  fine  that  it  would  not  scare  the 
fish,  and  the  4ft.  of  gut  below  it  is  finer  stiU.  When 
using  a  larger  float,  to  avoid  a  string  of  shots  and  a 
corresponding  and  objectionable  bend  in  the  line, 
I  use  a  long  thin  runner  to  enable  me  to  get  the  float 
well  out,  or  when  fishuig  in  wavy  water.  This  is 
made  from  very  thin  sheet  lead,  and  for  the  very 
smaU  floats  tea  lead.  The  aperture  that  is  bored  m 
the  nmner  through  which  the  gut  line  passes  is  so 
smaU  yet  aUows  it  to  rim  so  freely  that  it  does  not 
require  a  tiny  shot  attached  to  the  line  to  keep  it 
from  slippmg  down  on  the  hook.  The  runner  must 
be  put  on  the  Une  before  attaching  the  length  of  gut 
to  which  the  hook  is  fastened,  and  the  knot  ^alone 
is  enough  to  keep  the  runner  in  its  place  {see  No.  3). 
This  arrangement  offers  no  resistance  to  a  fish  when 
taking  the  bait,  and  therefore  does  not  scare  them. 
The  Ime  is  liable  to  get  damaged  by  closing  a  shot  on 
the  gossamer  gut,  and  chafing  agamst  the  sharp  edges 
of  the  split  in  the  shot.    This  the  runner  prevents. 


and,  having'a  slightly  "  beUed  "  aperture  on  the  end 
nearest  to  the  hook,  can  be  used  as  a  fixed  shot  if 
required.  AU  that  is  necessary  is  to  gently  jam  the 
ruimer  down  on  the  knot ;  it  then  almost  covers  and 
slightly  presses  it,  will  retain  its  position,  and  can 
be  used  as  an  ordinary  shot.  These  nmners  being 
round  like  a  rolling-pin,  compact  and  very  small, 
present  no  surface  to  the  water  when  the  cast  is 
made  ;  consequently  there  Ls  no  "  sog  "  or  splash, 
and  being  so  very  thin  they  do  not  catch  on  the 
bottom  the  same  as  shot,  and  roU  or  trail  better 
when  fishing  in  a  current.  I  frequently  use  a  cast 
with  a  smaU  shot  pinched  on  the  first  knot  from  the 
hook,  and  the  runner  has  a  fixed  shot  on  the  second 
knot.  Immediately  after  making  the  cast,  this 
causes  the  float  to  assume  a  perpendicular  position, 
and  yet  aUows  the  bait  to  float  down  in  a  steady  and 
natural  manner  with  the  shot  just  off  the  bottom, 
but  it  is  so  tiny  (a  sparrow  shot)  that  should  it  touch 
ground  it  does  not  alter  the  position  of  the  float. 


3.  Position  showing  fine  Ught  runner  stopped  by 

knot.  A,  when  fishing  in  still  water. 

4.  Position  showing  fine  light  ruimer  stopped  by 

fixed  shot,  B,  when  fishing  a  gentle  stream. 
C,  surface  of  water  ;  D,  river  bed  ;  < — ^  direc- 
tion of  stream. 

and  after  an  experience  extending  over  forty  years 
and  trying  aU  sorts  of  styles,  Mr.  Brooks  says,  "  I 
have  foimd  this  one  of  the  best." 

Colour. — With  respect  to  colour,  about  which 
there  are  so  many  different  opinions,  he  says  : — 
"  I  consider  green  to  be  absolutely  the  best,  my 
object  in  using  a  green-coloured  float  and  line  being 
to  imitate  as  much  as  possible  the  natural  surround- 
ings of  the  water.  I  have  tried  almost  every  known 
colour,  including  black  ;  but  long  ago  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  colour  equal  to  green. 
The  appearance  of  a  rod  this  colour  does  not  make 
it  quite  so  saleable  or  smart  as  a  rod  varnished  a 
Ughter  colour,  but  when  the  question  is  one  of  tan- 
gible results  commend  me  to  green." 

[2J 
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J>ize  of  Hook— For  a  single  maggot  Nos.  14,  15,  or 
I  b,  according  to  size  of  maggot.  The  ordinary  angler 
IS  apt  to  be  rather  indifferent^about  the  size  of  his 
hook,  and  often  uses  a  larger  or  a  smaller  size,  as 
the  case  may  be,  than  is  necessary. 

Distance  of  Shot  from  Hook.~l  think  the  first 
shot  should  never  be  less  than  about  12m.  from  the 
hook  when  fishing  with  maggot  or  worm,  but  when 
usmg  paste  (a  favourite  method)  4in.  or  5in.  is 
enough.  Many  anglers  say  Sin.  or  4in.  The  mere 
tact  of  a  roach  lifting  the  bait  as  they  often  do  would 
htt  the  shot,  and  consequently  the  float  (and  the 
angler  should  always  strike  at  the  least  upward 
movement  of  the  float),  but  if  the  shot  were  a 
further  distance  from  the  hook,  such  a  bite  is  often 
—very  often— never  indicated  by  the  float,  and  yet 
there  are  many  good  roach  fishermen  who  do  not 
believe  it.  The  fish  having  picked  up  the  paste 
(causes  an  upward  movement  of  the  float)  finds  it 
unpalatable  and  blows  it  out,  when  down  goes  the 
float ;  the  angler  strikes  and  wonders  how  he 
missed  his  flsh. 

^The  Rod.—m.  Brooks  says  :— "  The  rod  that  I 
consider  best  for  fishmg  with  the  fine  Imes  and 
tackle  mentioned  above,  I  make  m  two  joints,  or 
three  if  requu-ed.    These  two-jointed  10ft.  6in.  rods 
are  very  fight,  weU-balanced,  with  enough  backbone 
(and,  I  must  say,  the  action  is  splendid),  and  can 
be  had  m  aU  degrees  oi  stiffness  ;  the  butt  is  made 
of  Tonqum  cane,  and  the  top  of  greenheart.  lance - 
wood,  or  washaba.    My  ^special  rod  is  built  just  a 
shade  more  whippy  than  an  ordmary  three-jointed 
roach  rod— a  rod  that  will  give  to  the  rushes  of  a 
fish,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  in  using  fine 
tackle  to  avoid  a  break,  a  fish  4oz.  giving  as  much 
sport  on  one  of  these  rods  as  a  fish  double  the 
weight  on  a  three-jointed  roach  rod.    They  are 
stamed  green,  and  can  be  had  in  natural  or  any 
other  colour  as  desired,  with  winch  fittings  either  in 
the  Nottmgham  style  above  the  grip  or  below  it  like 
a  fly -rod ;  are  furnished  with  upright  rings  (bridge 
or  otherwise),  and  being  small  are  made  of  fine 
bronzed  wke.    Snake  rmgs  can  be  had  if  preferred, 
but  I  consider  these  the  worst  rings  ever  invented, 
a  fine  line  m  spite  of  all  one  may  do  continually 
gettmg  hitched.    These  upright  rings  are  light  and 
strong,  and  there  is  much  less  friction  on  the  line." 
Mr.  Brooks  further  says :— "  I  may  mention  that 
until  I  stamed  rods,  lines,  floats,  and  tackle  green 
thirty-five  years  ago,  I  had  never  heard  of  (much 
less  seen)  any  this  colom?,  and  I  have  fished  m  many 
waters  all  over  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  I  am 
almost  certain  that  I  was  the  first  man  to  introduce 
this  colour  to  the  notice  of  anglers  ;  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  two-jomted  bottom  rod.  The 
fact  is  anglers  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  a  two-jointed  rod ;  it  is  more  pleasant 
to  use  than  one  of  more  joints  ;  in  building  it  a 
far  better  action  can  be  obtained  than  a  rod  made 
of  three  or  four  jomts.    One  can  throw  a  line  more 
easily,  gracefully,  and  play  a  fish  with  more  con- 
fidence and  skill.     The  only  disadvantage  is  its 
length  when  travelling  ;   it  is  rather  awkward  to 
stow  away,  and  one  has  to  be  careful  not  to  uajure  it." 

Two  Hooks.—''  I  rarely  if  ever  use  two  hooks  ;  I 
do  not  like  them.  If  fish  are  feedmg  one  hook  is 
enough  to  use  properly  ;  if  they  are  not  three  or 
four  will  not  improve  matters,  and  the  same  remark 
often  applies  to  using  more  than  one  rod  when 
groimd-fishmg.  I  admit  that  anglers  usmg  Eureka 
floats  and  tackles  must  be  patient  and  very  careful 
until  they  get  to  know  how  to  rig  them  up  and  mani- 
pulate them— in  other  words,  how  to  bait  the  hook, 
cast,  hold  the  rod,  strike,  and  play  and  land  a  fish, 
and  when  practice  has  made  perfect  the  sport  should 
be  first-class.  In  conclusion,  these  floats  and 
tackles  are  the  outcome  of  an  experience  extendmg 
over  forty  years,  they  are  all  made  by  myself ;  when 
they  leave  my  hands  I  think  they  are  as  nearly 
perfect  as  possible  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  any 
information  to  those  anglers  who  prefer  to  use  very 
fine  tackle."  ^ 
{To  be  continued.) 
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GOOD  WOEK  IN  EESTOCKING 
METKOPOLITAN  WATEES. 

AN  APPEAL  FOR  SUPPORT  FOR  THE 
ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  NETTING  AND 
RESTOCKING  FUND. 


One  of  the  most  curious  of  American  industries 
IS  the  rearmg  of  goldfish  at  a  farm  in  a  suburb  of 
Cmcmnati.  The  farm  covers  145  acres,  with  six 
large  ponds,  each  containing  between  40,000  and 
50,000  fish.  A  careful  watch  has  to  be  maintained 
agamst  the  natural  enemies  of  the  fish,  such  as 
snakes,  musk-rats,  dragon-flies,  turtles,  kmgfishers 
and  mmks.  The  fish  are  "  shipped  "  in  galvanised 
iron  cans,  each  of  which  holds  150.  The  rarest  and 
most  valuable  species  is  the  paradise  fish,  sold  at  5s 
a  pair. 


Deae  Sm,— Durmg  the  last  month  the  Anglers' 
Association  have  been  very  busy  benefiting  the  sport 
of  angling  prmcipally  by  restocking   the  rivers 
Thames  and  Lea,  which  are  fished  by  the  anglmg 
public.    In  the  early  part  of  December  last  Mr.  W. 
Ci-osbie  Gilbey,  of  Denham,  Bucks— a  gentleman 
well  known  m  the  anglmg  world,  and  particularly 
mterested  m  the  revival  of  salmon  m  the  Thames- 
promised  the  Association  a  gift  of  coarse  fish,  which 
he  contemplated  netting  out  of  his  fishery.  On 
Dec.  28  a  telegram  statmg  600  fish  were  ready  for 
removal  on  the  next  day  was  received  ;  hurried 
arrangements  were  made  and  the  fish— a  very  fine 
sample  of  roach,  a  few  chub,  pike,  and  perch — were 
transferred  from  Denham  to  Langley,  and  placed 
mto  the  Association's  private  fishery,  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  at  a  place  laiown'as  "  Veitch's 
Pound,"  the  total  cost  of  transfer  bemg  £2  7s.  8d. 
Rumours  of  the  Association  having  a  netting  in 
Victoria  Park,  Hackney,  N.E.,  have  been  prevalent 
during  the  past  twelve  months,  but  nothing  was 
officially  known  until  Nov.  3  last  when  the  Parks 
Department  of  the  London  County  Council  asked 
the  Association  whether  they  would  undertake  to 
net  the  fish  out  of  the  boating  lake  in  Victoria 
Park.    The  Association  expressed  their  willingness 
to  do  so.    On  Dec.  23,  the  L.C.C.  accepted  the  offer  ; 
arrangements  were  made  to  start  operations  on 
Monday,  Jan.  9,  but  owing  to  a  hurried  movement 
to  find  work  for  the  imemployed  organised  under 
the  Lord  Mayor's  Refief  Fund,  the  drawing  down 
of  water  in  the  lake  was  started  on  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  4,  and  occasioned  netting  operations 
being  started  earlier  than  arranged.     A  start  was 
made  on  Saturday,  Jan.  7,  and  by  this  time  the 
water  had  lowered  2ft.  ;  the  lake  not  having  been 
cleaned  out  for  over  thirty  years,  it  does  not  require 
any  stretch  of  imaguiatioia  to  conceive  the  diffi- 
culties of  nettmg.    The  nets  usually  used  had  to 
be  discarded  after  one  day's   laborious  working  ; 
shaUower,  shorter,  and  smaller  mesh  nets  had  to 
be  used — even  with  these  the  work  was  slow  and 
difficult.    Plenty  of  voluntary  assistance  was  forth- 
commg  during  the  first  two  days,  but  with  the 
prospect  of  a  week's  heavy  and  dirty  work  this 
supply  speedily  dimmished,  and  paid  labour  had 
chiefly  to  be  relied  on.    The  fish  netted  were  small, 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  insufficiency  of  natural  food, 
but  what  lack  of  quality  was  made  up  of  quantity. 
On  Monday,  Jan.  9,  a  two-horse  van  with  1  ton  of 
fish  was  despatched  to  the  river  Loa,  and  the  fish 
turned  in  at  Rye  House  ;  on  Tuesday,  Jan  10,  a 
similar  van  with  IJ  tons  of  fish  was  sent  to  the 
same  district,  and  later  in  the  day  another  1|-  tons 
was  sent  to  Broxbourne  and  turned  in  above  the 
Fish  and  Eels  ;  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  11,  IJ  tons 
of  fish  were  sent  to  Cheshunt  and  put  in  the  river 
above  and  below  Waltham  Common  Locks  ;  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  12,  about  h  ton  was  sent  to  Edmon- 
ton and  turned  into  the  river  between  Angel-road 
Bridge  and  Pickett's  Lock.    It  will  be  noticed  that 
all  these  fish,  over  5  tons,  were  put  into  the  free 
fishing  parts  of  the  river.    On  Tuesday,  Jan.  10, 
by  arrangements  with  the  London  County  Coimcil, 
6000  fish  (about)  were  handed  over  to  the  Ilford 
District  Urban  Council  and  placed  in  their  water 
vans  which  had  been  telephoned  for.    Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray,  one  of  the  association's  trustees,  had  volun- 
teered to  superintend  the  operations,  and  to  him, 
and  the  many  voluntary  assistances,  the  Association 
at  its  delegate  meeting  on  Jan.  16  gave  expression 
to  their  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered,  and 
passed  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  them.  The 
total  cost  of  the  netting  was  £32  3s.  6d.    The  cost 
would  have  been  much  less  had  it  been  possible  to 
obtain  the  Lea  Conservancy  steam  barge  which  had 
been  promised,  but  owing  to  the  alteration  in  the 
arrangements,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Conservancy 
engineer  was,  through  illness,  unable  to  be  in  charge 
of  the  barge,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  convey 
the  fish  by  road,  the  cartage  item  alone  being 
nearly  £10. 

On  Jan.  13  the  L.C.C.  requested  the  Association 
to  remove  the  coarse  fish  from  Waterlow  Park, 
Highgate,  N.  The  fish  netted  from  the  lower  lake 
in  this  park  were  placed  in  a  large  concrete  tank 
in  the  rear  of  the  forcing  houses  in  the  park,  until 
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aU  were  ready  for  removal.  On  Jan.  17,  a  pak- 
horse  van  loaded  with  tanks  was  sent,  under  charge 
of  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray  and  F.  Renn,  to  collect  the 
fish  and  convey  them  to  Chertsey  ;  it  was  a  long 
and  difficult  road  journey,  and  took  longer  than 
anticipated.  After  many  peculiar  experiences 
Chertsey  was  reached  at  10  p.m.  ;  the  lock-keeper 
and  the  secretary  of  the  Chertsey  Angling  Society 
were  found,  and  greatly  assisted  to  turn  the  fish  mto 
the  river  Thames  between  Chertsey  and  Laleham. 
They  stated  to  never  having  seen  better  fish  placed 
m  the  river  ;  there  were  thirty-seven  carp  between 
31b.  and  51b.  each,  many  Crucian  carp  of  l^lb.  to 
21b.,  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  up  to  l|lb.  each  ;  the 
whole  consignment  was  estimated  to  weigh  over 
1  ton.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Renn  arrived  home  about 
5  a.m.  on  the  next  day,  coming  up  from  Wey bridge 
by  the  mail  tram  due  at  Waterloo  Station  3.30  a.m. 
The  cost  of  this  transfer  will  be  over  £3. 

The  Nettmg  and  Restocking  Fund  in  conse- 
quence of  these  heavy  expenses  is  now  nearly 
exhausted  ;  m  March  of  last  year  it  had  a  balance 
of  £49,  now  the  balance  is  about  £7 ;  the  financial 
year  ends  March  25.  There  are  many  angfing 
societies  who  are  not  affiliated  with  the  Association, 
but  who  nevertheless  appreciate  work  done  in  their 
mterest ;  there  are  also  anglers  who  do  not  belong 
to  any  angling  society  who  are  also  desirous  to 
assist  in  the  work  of  preservation  and  restocking, 
and  however  small  the  donation  may  be,  it  will  go 
to  swell  the  fund  to  enable  the  Association  to  carry- 
on  the  work  it  has  taken  m  hand,  and  who  has 
during  the  last  fifteen  months  spent  over  £75  in 
transferring  fish  netted  from  public  parks  to  pubhc 
rivers— the  Thames  and  Lea.  It  is  not  the  inten- 
tion or  the  wish  of  the  Association  to  restrict  the 
funds  for  their  exclusive  use,  but  rather  to  aid  any 
effortwhich  mayresult  in  publicly  fished  waters  being 
restocked,  ride  Netting  Fund  rules,  as  printed  and 
circulated  to  aU  London  anglmg  societies,  Rule  3, 
clause  C,  having  special  reference  thereto — namely, 
"To  assist  by  grants,  funds  permitting,  any  pre- 
servation society  undertaking  nettings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stockmg  waters  usually  fished  by  the 
Angling  Public."  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  of  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G., 
is  the  hon.  treasurer,  who  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
any  subscription,  or  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  the  secre- 
tary, 2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  London.  sT 
will  acknowledge  any  amount  sent  him. — I  remain, 
dear  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

R.  G.  WooDRtTFF,  Secretary. 
To  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

[I  certainly  shall  be  very  pleased  to  acknowledge 
any  subscriptions  for  this  very  useful  fund. — 
R.  B.  M.] 


THE  "GEESHAM"  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Beport  of  the  General  Committee 
to  the  Annual  General  Meeting  held  on  Tuesday 
Jan.  31,  1905. 

It  is  with  pleasure  your  committee  are  able  to 
announce  that  all  the  departments  of  the  society's 
business  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Tlie  roll  of 
members  shows  an  increase  over  the  corresponding 
date  of  last  year.  The  acquisition  of  the  Kennet 
water  has,  of  course,  been  an  imusual  expenditure 
for  the  year,  or  the  cash  balance  would  be  larger 
than  for  many  years  past. 

Theale. — The  new  water  taken  by  the  society  at 
Theale  has  proved  an  acquisition.  Members  have 
secured  pike  up  to  14|lb.,  chub  of  over  41b.,  wliile 
many  roach,  dace,  and  perch  of  good  weights  have' 
come  to  bank.  Taking  into  consideration  the  gene- 
rally unfavourable  conditions  of  1904,  this  water  has 
given  especial  satisfaction. 

Chesham. — The  Chess  has  fished  exceptionally  well, 
and  the  quantity  of  trout,  both  indigenous  and  intro- 
duced, is  considerably  in  excess  of  all  previous  years. 
The  opening  day  yielded  over  thirty  brace  of  fish, 
meluding  one  of  31b.,  which  has  proved  to  be  the 
trout  of  the  season  from  this  water.  Many  other 
specimens  of  from  Ulb.  to  2ilb.  have  also  been  taken. 

Keh:edon. — This  excellent  water  continues  to  show 
a  fair  average  of  fish,  and  if  many  specimens  have  not 
been  shown  at  the  meetings  the  blame  must  be  laid 
in  part  upon  the  comparative  dryness  of  the  season, 
and,  in  consequence,  low  state  of  the  river,  and  in 
part^upon  the  coimter  attraction  of  the  society's  new 
water  at  Theale. 

The  kindness  of  Mr.  Gairdner,  in  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  the  members  his  private  fishery  on  the 
Suffolk  Stour,  is  a  privilege  which  has  been  enjoyed 
by  many,  who  return  with  feehngs  of  grateful  appre- 
ciation   and    tales    of   good   sport.    The  various 
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PRACTICALANGLERS, 
MANUFACTURERS  of 


WYERS  FRERES, 

High=Grade  Fishing:  Taclcle, 

CONTINENTAL  WORKS,"  REDDITCH,  England. 


THB  FIELD  says :— "  Messrs.  Wyers  Fpferes,  manufactuping-  at  Redditch,  are  thopoug-hly  up-to-date  in  built 

Cane  Rods,  and  all  the  Accessopies  of  the  Fly  Fishep's  APt." 


Choosing  and  Packing  the  "Steel  Bamboo"  for  the  making  of  Wyers  Fr&res'  Rent  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods. 


Now  is  the  time  to  place  your  order  for  a  Rod  for  your  Spring  Salmon  Fishing. 
.  We  are  the  people  with  whom  to  place  it.    We  can  prove  to  you  the  reliability,  the  effectiveness,  and 
good  qualities  of  our  products,  and  can  demonstrate  to  you  that  there  is  no  Rod  value  anywhere  near  the 
equal  of  the  new  ''GEO.  M.  KELSON"  Salmon  Rod. 
Order  one  of  these  Rods  now  and 

Wr   BE   TWENTY   YEARS  AHEAD   OF   THE   T/MES,  -« 

The  "GEO.  M.  KELSON"  Rods,  with  the  "GEO.  M.  KELSON"  Lines  and  Flies— each  made  for  the 
other — are  invaluable  to  all  successful  ano-lers. 

They  are  guaranteed  to  give  the  best  of  service  under  all  conditions. 


SEND  FOR  OUR  FINE  230-PACE  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  AND  LET  US  KNOW  YOUR  WANTS-WE  WILL  ACCORD  YOU  COURTEOUS 

TREATMENT,  AND  SOUND,  HONEST  TACKLE. 

The  Gold  Medal  and  Diploma,  also  Two  Special  Diplomas  for  our  Employes, 
La  Grande  Exposition  Universelle,  PARIS,  1900. 
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bailiffs  appointed  by  the  society  continue  to  give 
every  satisfaction,  particularly  good  work  having 
been  done  at  Clieshara  amongst  the  trout.  The 
number  of  members  now  -vi-ielding  the  fly  rod  is  ever 
on  the  increase,  and  the  generous  policy  of  the  "  old 
hands  "  in  giving  the  benefit  of  their  experience, 
both  to  beginners  and  also  to  those  not  too  old  to 
learn,  has  done  a  great  deal  towards  promoting 
feelings  of  lasting  friendship  between  members, 
beside  the  more  immediate  sociabihty  of  the  river 
bank.  Your  committee  are  pleased  to  announce 
that  similar  arrangements  will  be  carried  out  duriner 
1905.  ^ 

A  fair  number  of  "  visitors  "  have  fished  the  waters 
of  the  society  during  the  year,  and  the  fimd  devoted 
to  the  restocking  of  the  waters  has  benefited  accord- 
ingly. In  several  instances  visitors  have  become 
members,  and  your  committee  are,  therefore,  always 
pleased  to  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  any  angler, 
either  present  or  prospective,  at  the  river  bank  or  in 
the  society's  club-room.  The  strong  winds  prevail- 
ing generally  through  November  and  December 
greatly  interfered  with  sea  fishing,  but  those  who 
went  down  to  the  sea  were  able  to  record  satisfactory 
takes.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  the  high 
standard  of  takeable  fish  obtaining  in  this  society 
has  been  adopted  by  several  other  leading  clubs. 

Cups  and  medals  have  been  awarded  for  specimen 
fish  as  follows  : — Brunton  challenge  cup  to  Mr.  A. 
Zerfass  for  salmon  of  171b.  loz.  ;  grayling  of 
21b.  8oz.  ;  roach  of  2Ib.  6oz.  ;  dace  of  13oz.  Ladell 
challenge  shield  to  Mr.  Salmond  for  a  grayling  of 
21b.  14oz.,  and  pike  of  1 1  lb.  Franklin  challenge  cup 
to  Mr.  Gowing  for  trout  of  31b.  and  1  lb.  14oz.  Deal 
challenge  cup  to  Mr.  W.  Marshall  (hon.  treasurer) 
for  a  take  of  121b.  lOoz.  of  sea  fish.  Marshall  cross 
to  Mr.  Zerfass  for  a  roach  of  21b.  6oz.  Brunton  chal- 
lenge cup  for  Thames  trout  to  be  taken  by  an  arti- 
ficial fly  or  spinning  an  artificial  bait  has  not  been 
won. 

Silver  medals  to  Mr.  Zerfass  for  salmon  of 
171b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Gowing  for  trout  of  31b.  (with  the 
fly)  ;  Mr.  Salmond  for  grayling  of  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr. 
F.  A.  Gray  for  dace  of  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Bayliffe  for  pike 
of  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Marshall  as  holder  of  the  Deal  cup. 

The  Hbrary  continues  to  be  both  appreciated  and 
used,  it  has  benefited  by  several  valuable  additions 
during  the  past  year,  and  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
of  its  kind.  The  museum  has  been  added  to  con- 
siderably both  by  gift,  loan,  and  the  purchase  of 
specimen  catches  of  late  members.  The  headquarters 
of  the  society  continue  to  give  every  satisfaction. 
Programmes  of  forthcoming  fixtures  and  events  have 
beeri  posted  to  members  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  society  to  continue  them.  Your 
committee  are  always  pleased  to  have  the  assistance 
of  members  and  their  friends,  whether  for  papers  on 
scientific  subjects  or  contributing  to  entertainments 
for  the  general  enjoyment.  Moreover,  any  sugges- 
tions offered  by  members  which  will  tend  to  promote 
the  welfare  or  increase  the  popularity  of  the 
society  will  meet  with  their  earnest  consideration. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Jan.  24,  1905. 


ESK  FISHERY  DISTEICT. 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  TAKES  OF  SALMON. 


The  general  armual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators of  the  Esk  Fishery  District  was  held  at  the 
office  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Gray,  Flowergate,  Whitby,  on 
Jan.  28,  Col.  J.  W.  Richardson,  J. P.,  presiding  over 
a  good  attendance.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  F. 
Ley,  it  was  imanimously  decided  to  appoint  Mr. 
E.  L.  Turner  a  representative  on  the  Board  in  place 
of  Mr.  F.  Richardson,  who  had  resigned.  The  clerk 
(Mr.  W.  Brown)  submitted  the  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  that  after  meeting  an  expenditure  of 
£232  5s.  7-|d.,  they  had  a  credit  balance  of 
£233  14s.  4Jd.,  as  against  £288  13s.  last  year.  The 
report  was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  Linton  men- 
tioned that  the  decrease  was  attributable  to  the 
decrease  in  the  net  licences,  and  added  that  next 
year  it  was  likely  there  may  be  a  further  decrease  on 
account  of  some  of  the  fishermen  not  knowing  what 
method  they  had  to  fish.  Mr.  Ley  mentioned  the 
fact  that  so  far  as  the  fishermen  were  concerned 
they  had  greatly  improved  on  their  averages. 
Statistics  set  forth  that  they  had  thirty  net  hcenees 
last  year  as  against  forty-four  the  previous  year,  and 
they  had  landed  6810  fish  as  against  5000  the  pre- 
vious year.  His  explanation  was  that  up  to  last  year 
the  nets  were  allowed  to  be  anchored  by  stones,  and 
the  result  was  that  everybody  was  fighting  to  get 
their  nets  pitched  as  close  to  the  pier-ends  as  pos- 
sible. Owing  to  the  efforts  he  made,  he  caused  the 
system  of  anchoring  by  stones  to  be  discontinued, 
and  insisted  upon  the  nets  being  worked  so  as  not  to 
violate  the  law,  and  it  had  now  been  proved  that  the 
actual  average  per  boat  was  beyond  those  of  the 


previous  year.  The  action  he  took,  despite  the 
abuse,  unpleasantness,  and  hooting  he  had  to 
contend  with,  was  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned, 
and  had  had  considerable  beneficial  effects.  The 
chairman  remarked  that  before  long  they  would 
have  to  let  the  fishermen  know  exactly  in  what  way 
they  had  to  use  their  nets.  The  clerk  reported  that 
during  the  year  118  dead  fish  had  been  taken  from 
the  river,  the  aggregate  weight  being  8101b.  Col 
Richardson  was  reappointed  chairman  for  the  en 
suing  year,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Yeoman,  J. P.,  vice 
chairman.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ley,  the  following 
were  appointed  the  committee  :— Messrs.  W.  S 
Gray,  J.  H.  Keighley,  R.  Hay,  F.  Ley,  R.'Linton, 
and  E.  L.  Turner.  Mr.  W.  Brown  was  unanimously 
reappointed  clerk.  J.  Jackson 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  ])ost  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  river  is  very 
bright  and  fish  are  consequently  shy.  I  hear  from 
Henley  that  sport  has  been  very  poor,  and  from 
other  districts  the  report  is  much  the  same.  Here 
and  there,  of  course,  there  are  lucky  anglers  who 
get  good  fish.  My  friend,  Mr.  W.  Newman,  has 
taken  a  nice  chub  of  31b.  14oz.  at  Smibury.  The 
fish  was  caught  by  baiting  a  few  swims  up  with 
shrimps  one  day,  and  then  fishing  the  same  swims 
the  next,  using,  of  course,  shrimps  as  bait.  Messrs. 
Simpkins  and  Ayres,  at  Great  Marlow,  have  had  a 
good  show  of  perch  and  fair-sized  jack.  A  fiiie  pike 
of  151b.  has  been  caught  in  Sonning  weir-pool  by 
Mr.  C.  H  Witherhigton.  The  fish  was  39in.  in 
length,  with  a  girth  of  18^in.  The  lower  reaches 
of  the  river  have  fished "  badly.  The  following 
balance-sheet  for  1904  has  been  sent  to  me  from 
the  Molesey  district  section  of  the  Thames  Trout 
Stocking  Association : — 


RBCErVED. 

H.  O'Hagan,  Esq. 

T.  J.  Taylor,  Esq.  . 

Fredk.  Sands,  Esq.  . 

F.  A.  Hodge,  Esq.  . 
M.  Gunn,  Esq.  .  . 
H.  Tagg,  Esq.  .  .  . 
A.  Verity,  Esq.  .  . 
Messrs.  Armfelt  and 

Gunn  

H.  R.  Parkes,  Esq.  . 
H.  Snobholm,  Esq.  . 
C.  Ives,  Esq.  .    .  . 

G.  Russell,  Esq.  .  . 
A.  Keeling,  Esq.  .  . 
J.  A.  J.  Keynes,  Esq. 
Sums  under  58.  .  . 
Owingto  M.Gunn,Esq. 


s.  d. 
2  0 


0  0 

2  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  10  6 

0  10  0 


0  10  0 
0    5  0 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


2  10 


£12  12  4 


Expended. 

J.     S.  Wliittington 
(Cartage,  etc.)  .  . 

Printing  .... 

Expenses   p  u  1 1  i 
trout  in  river  . 

Paid  for  100  trout 


&  s.  d. 


5  10 
0 


ing 


0  16  0 
10  10  0 


£12  12  4 


Audited  and  found  correct,  Jan.  7, 1905,  Maurice  Jambs  Gunn. 

The  Thames  Conservancy,  on  Monday,  decided  to 
contribute  the  sum  of  £400  towards  the  cost  of 
enlarging  Sonning  Lock.  The  death  took  place  on 
Monday  at  his  residence.  The  Croft,  Henley-on- 
Thames,  of  Mr.  John  Cooper,  one  of  the  oldest  local 
residents.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Henley 
Royal  Regatta,  and  acted  as  one  of  the  regatta 
stewards  for  many  years.  His  age  was  eighty-seven. 
J ust  as  I  send  in  this  note  I  hear  from  Mileham, 
the  Wraysbury  professional,  that  the  chub  are 
feeding,  and  I  should  say  they  are  the  best  fish  to 
try  for  now. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  again  been  very 
slow  here  during  the  past  week.  Roach  are  quite  off 
the  feed,  but  a  few  nice  perch  have  been  caught.  Mr. 
Witherington  has  captured  a  nice  pike  of  151b.  at 
Soiming,  and  Mr.  Batt  has  taken  jack  of  lUb.,  71b., 
and  several  small  fish,  including  perch  and  chub, 
from  the  Loddon  waters.  The  river  wants  a  good 
rain  to  put  it  into  condition  for  all  round  angling. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddiugton  Weir). — One  day  with 
Mr.  Fabian  Russell,  perch  fishing,  two  jack,  one  of 
11  Jib.  on  a  No.  10  hook,  which  he  landed  after 
twenty  minutes'  good  sport.  Two  hours,  Mr.  F. 
Post,  four  jack  (largest,  6 Jib.),  nine  perch.  Three 
hours,  Mr.  Percy  Curtis,  one  jack,  2Jlb.,  one  chub, 
IJlb.,  two  roach,  fib.  each,  one  perch,  |lb.  Mr. 
Willing  has  had  several  jack  up  to  51b.  Water 
in  good  condition  for  all  round  fishing.  Sydney 
McBride  during  the  last  week  has  had  200  good 
dace. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  night, 
Feb.  1. — The  river  is  very  bright  with  a  little  stream 
running.  The  takes  of  fish  have  been  very  low,  no 
doubt  it  is  owing  to  the  cold  weather  we  have  had 
late'y.  The  South  Bermondsey  A.S.  fished  a  com- 
petition here  on  J  an.  29,  thirteen  good  roach  won. 


Should  the  weather  keep  mild,  prospects  for  the 
week-end  should  be  good. — J.  Spong. 

Avon  (Ringwood), — This  river  is  now  very  low 
and  water  very  clear,  but  has  been  yielding  very 
good  sport,  Mr.  L.  Hulbert  had  some  very  good 
perch  up  to  21b.  lOoz.  and  some  roach ;  Mr.  Loneon 
pike  of  101b.  and  81b.  and  perch  up  to  21b.  ;  Mr. 
Alderson  and  Mr.  Frost  seven  pike,  the  largest  121b.; 
the  same  gentlemen  also  had  a  splendid  take  of 
roach,  taking  120  roach  up  to  IJlb.  during  three 
hours'  fishing.  By  the  time  this  report  appears  we 
shall  be  trying  the  salmon,  but  I  am  afraid  the 
prospects  are  not  very  good  at  present  as  the  water 
is  dead  low. — M.  W.  Hayter,  White  Hart  Hotel. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeaoh).  —  Since  my 
last  report  for  the  time  of  year  the  weather  is  spring- 
like. With  the  Cam  running  in  perfect  order  for 
piking,  sport  and  prospects  have  improved.  A 
few  nice  pike  have  been  had.  At  this  season  the 
fish  are  coming  up  stream  fast.  Beasly,  late  lock- 
keeper,  is  on  a  visit.  His  experience  for  many  past 
years  testify  that  the  present  look  out  is  encourag- 
ing for  good  bags  being  had.  Live  baits  on  the 
spot. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Everjd;hing  tends 
to  show  that  the  past  season  on  the  river  was  most 
successful,  and  this'fact  was  further  emphasised  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dart  Angling  Association, 
who  control  a  considerable  amount  of  water,  when 
it  was  reported  that  during  the  year  forty-two 
salmon  licences  had  been  taken  out  against  twenty- 
eight  in  1903  ;  weekly,  eleven  against  nine ;  daily, 
fifteen  against  three  ;  trout,  forty  against  fifty- 
two  ;  monthly,  twenty-seven  against  twenty-eight ; 
daily,  twenty-six  against  forty-six.  The  year 
commenced  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  £23  3s.  4d., 
and  the  receipts  for  licences  were  £77  7s.,  and  the 
expenses  £49  7s.  Id.,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£50  12s.  3d.,  out  of  which  £20  had  been  granted  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  It  was  mentioned 
that,  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  fish  passes, 
a  large  number  of  fish  had  been  able  to  go  to  the 
higher  waters,  but  at  the  same  time  the  depletion 
of  trout  in  the  river  was  not  questioned,  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  river  ought  to  be 
restocked. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  total  receipts  for  the 
year  taken  on  the  Exe  by  the  Board  of  Conservators 
is  £343  13s.  9d.,  which  is  a  record,  and  with  three 
exceptions  the  net  licences  realised  a  maximum. 
Salmon  rods  produced  £112  17s.  6d.,  the  highest  on 
record,  and  trout  licences  fetched  £124  6s.  3d. 
There  is  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Board  of  £78  19s., 
but  £90  is  due  from  the  Board  in  respect  to  the 
amount  borrowed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  Trews 
Weir  inquiry.  The  position  is  eminently  satisfac- 
tory.— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  Exeter  . — The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  last 
week,  Mr.  T.  C.  Daniel  presiding.  During  the  year 
just  expired  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
salmon  and  trout  fishing,  the  river  having  been 
restocked  with  young  salmon,  and  the  clerk  was 
thanked  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  the  ang'er's 
interests.  It  was  also  resolved  to  raise  a  fund  for 
the  destruction  of  the  pike,  and  a  subscription  list 
was  there  and  then  started,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Hancock 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  in  place  of  Mr. 
Lock  (resigned).  In  the  main  river,  its  tributaries, 
and  in  the  Exeter  Canal,  some  pike,  perch,  roach 
and  a  few  eels  have  been  taken,  but  the  weather 
has  been  too  cold  for  good  sport.  At  Exmouth 
some  pollack  have  been  caught.  Some  very  fine 
sized  herrings  have  been  caught  by  the  netsmen, 
one  boat  securing  a  grand  lot  of  over  10,000.— 
Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorg'an,  Anglesey).— Trout 
fishing  opens  Feb.  1,  also  in  Maelog  Lake,  Rivers 
Crygyll  and  Alaw,  and  in  the  Cefni  and  Braint 
Feb.  14.  A  5s.  licence  required  on  the  two  later 
streams.  Open,  mild  weather,  with  promising 
prospects. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  has  been  visited 
by  few  anglers  lately,  as  conditions  have  been  all 
against  fishing.  Sport  continues  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
and  no  catches  worth  recording  are  reported.  Some 
heavy  rain  would  be  welcome  to  flush  the  river  and 
its  tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing.  There  has  been  some  splendid 
catches  of  pike,  roach,  and  dace.  Pike  have  been 
taken  from  Jan.  5  to  Jan.  10,  and  plenty  of  them; 
also  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
weighed  in,  weights  from  201b.  to  351b.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport.    Boats,  baits,  etc., 

can  be  obtained  from  Rolph,  Ram,  Brandon.  

A.  Rolph. 

Lngg  and  Arro  w  (Leominster)  —Both  streams 
are  in  order  for  fishing.  The  snow  has  gone,  and 
has  not  affected  the  water ;  the  sun  shining 
brightly  has  brought  the  fish  on  the  rise.  Angling 
has  been  quiet,  very  few  rods  being  out. — Gwynne. 
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otter  (BndleiiTli  Salterton). — The  river  is  low 
for  the  time  of  year,  the  bottom  showing  gravelly 
and  clean.  It  is  in  perfect  order  for  early  fly- 
fishing, but  there  will  be  no  rise  of  fly  for  probably 
some  weeks,  until,  in  fact,  warm  rains  have 
fallen.  The  season  opened  on  February  2.  The 
usual  February  Reds,  Silver  Twist,  Half  Stone, 
and  Partridge  Hackle  caimot  be  beaten  for 
lures.  Your  reporter  saw  two  lots  of  netters 
on  the  public  water  here  on  Feb.  1 — one  boat  had 
about  four  dozen  trout,  averaging  little  more  than 
4oz. ;  the  other  boat  had  a  less  number.  Eighteen 
years  ago  when  netting  was  first  started  on  the 
water,  the  takes  of  these  two  boats  would  have 
daily  touched  ten  times  the  number  of  trout,  and 
probably  a  good  deal  more. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holjrwell  Perry). — There  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport  here  now,  as  the  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  and  now  that  we  are  in  February  the 
fish  are  getting  into  the  lay-byes  ;  several  big  break- 
ups occurred  this  week,  but  61b.  is  the  largest  fish 
taken  as  yet  this  week.— A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
nech). — So  far  as  atmospheric  conditions  are  con- 
cerned, the  past  week  has  been  a  most  decided 
improvement  on  many  that  have  recently  preceded 
it.  All  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  rivers  are 
fast  getting  into  good  condition,  and  in  a  few  days 
all  traces  of  snow  in  the  water  will  have  disappeared. 
The  barometer  has  been  unusually  high  of  late, 
and  with  the  thermometer  far  above  the  freezing 
point  and  a  mild  breeze  from  the  west  and  south- 
west, anglers  have  once  more  been  tempted  to  the 
water-side,  and  although  but  few  grayling  have  been 
taken  there  has  been  no  lack  of  sport  with  pike, 
chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  in  these  rivers  as  well 
as  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Llanymynech. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  now 
again  free  from  ice,  and  in  good  colour  for  angling 
purposes.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  a  few 
small  jack  taken,  but  the  weather  has  been  too 
changeable  for  roach  angling.  The  weather  seems 
at  present  a  little  more  settled,  and  with  favourable 
conditions  some  better  sport  may  be  expected. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  CMcliester  Canal. — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  exceptionally 
mild  and  fog  prevalent.  Rivers  generally  are  in 
good  order  and  sport  has  materially  improved. 
From  the  tidal  water  of  the  Ouse  Mr.  Batchelor  has 
taken  eight  roach,  the  total  weight  101b.  On 
Jan.  29  at  Lewes  Mr.  G.  Saunders  captured 
a  brace  of  roach  of  1  lb.  12oz.  and  1  lb.  3oz. 
respectively,  while  Mr.  George  Eustace  had  a 
nice  fish  of  1  lb.  A  few  smaller  roach  and 
chub  are  also  notified  from  the  same  water.  Sport 
is  quiet  at  Berwick.  On  the  Cuckmere  a  bream  of 
about  1  lb.,  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Plants,  is  the  heaviest 
fish  notified.  But  few  ang'ers  have  visited  the 
Adur,  and  the  canal  at  Chichester  is  gradually 
rising.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  the  water. 
A  small  pike  and  a  few  bream  are  all  I  hear  of. 
In  the  case  of  the  Emsworth  Oyster  Fishery,  a  vote 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Warblington  district  will 
be  taken  as  to  an  appeal  against  the  recent  decision 
in  the  High  Court.  Over  £700  )  have  already  been 
spent — without  the  question  of  damages.  Many  of 
the  ratepayers  object  to  more  expenditure  in  the 
case,  as  the  rates  will  be  so  high  as  to  cause  a 
general  exodus. — Geo.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  continues  clear  and 
a  nice  level.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk.  A  few 
have  been  out  and  tried  maggot,  and  some  fair  lots 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  landed.  With  the  fly  on 
February  1,  three  grayling  of  ^Ib.  each  were  taken. 
Pike  have  been  on  the  feed  and  fair  sport  had. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenliury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  suitable  for  fly, 
maggot,  or  grasshopper  fishing.  The  snow  has  all 
gone,  and  the  sun  has  been  shining  brightly  this 
week;  the  fish  have  been  moving  better  and 
have  been  rising  at  mid-day.  Angling  has  not  been 
brisk,  but  a  few  rods  have  been  out  and  some  fair 
fish  landed. — Worcester. 

Wye  (UXonmouth). — The  thaw  is  now  complete 
in  this  neighbourhood,  but  the  water  is  still  snowy 
from  the  upper  reaches.  Pike  are  running  short, 
but  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  cleared  better  sport 
may  be  expected.  Ground  fishing  still  provides 
sport,  and  the  trout  are  seen  to  be  on  the  move, 
but  there  has  been  little  angling  in  the  river  in  the 
locality  during  the  week.  A  few  more  new  salmon 
have  been  seen  slowly  heading  up  stream,  but  the 
coldness  of  the  water  is  still  against  them.  I 
hope  next  week  to  give  some  account  of  the  opening 
of  the  salmon  fishing  season. — Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wlxarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  our  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
in  nice  trim.  Pike  are  now  affording  better  sport. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ure  the  Hawes  Angling 


Association  have  now  closed  their  waters  until  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season.  I  was  out  the  other 
afternoon  in  the  district  of  Wensley  and  came  across 
the  Hon.  Algar  Orde  Powlett  pike  fishing.  I  saw 
him  kill  three  nice  fish  in  about  twenty  minutes 
with  a  spoon  bait.  Very  little  has  been  done 
between  Cover  Bridge  and  Masham.  I  hear  of  a 
few  anglers  being  in  the  districts  of  Tanfield,  Ripon, 
and  Boroughbridge,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
grayling  have  been  caught.  The  Swale  has  also 
been  in  excellent  trim  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  at  Easeby,  Catterick,  and  Ainderby.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  fishing  fairly  well  during 
the  last  few  days.  Some  very  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Jlkley, 
Harewood,  Woodhall,  and  Collingham  Bridge.  Some 
nice  catches  of  grayling  were  made  last  Saturday 
by  Messrs.  Helliwell,  Walsh,  Robinson,  and  Thomas. 
In  the  lower  reaches  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  seen  out  at  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf,  and  some 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  Mr.  Cooke 
had  several  weighing  over  1  lb.  during  the  last 
few  days.  On  Friday  (Jan.  27)  he  got  close 
upon  81b.  of  nice  roach  in  very  little  time. 
A  few  pike  fishermen  were  out  on  Jan.  28 
on  the  Swale.  Mr.  J.  H.  Bayley,  at  Topcliffe,  had 
fair  sport,  securing  two  very  nice  fish.  He  lost 
one  of  the  large  monsters  during  the  afternoon, 
which  got  round  a  snag  in  the  river.  Mr.  Carr 
was  out  roaching,  and  caught  a  fair  number. 
The  Nidd  has  been  a  little  better  than  of  late. 
On  Jan.  27,  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  had  nice  sport  at 
Walshford  Bridge  :  he  caught  a  nice  basket  of  roach 
and  dace  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  On  Saturday, 
J  an.  28,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  was  out  piking  ;  sport 
was  only  moderate,  he  only  securing  one  small  jack. 
On  Tuesday  Jan.  31,  about  two  feet  of  fresh  water 
came  down  the  Wharfe,  Swale,  and  Yore.  With  a 
continuance  of  fine  weather  the  main  rivers  will 
soon  clear  again,  and  fair  sport  should  be  met  with 
amongst  the  pike,  and  anglers  should  meet  with 
good  results  this  week-end.  Hawes  Angling  Associa- 
tion and  Burnsall  Angling  Club  have  closed  their 
waters  for  grayling  fishing ;  other  waters  remain 
open  a  little  longer. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — On  Jan.  26,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Croby  had  one  salmon,  231b. ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight, 
one,  141b.  On  Jan.  27,  Lieut. -Colonel  Croby,  one, 
181b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  Jan.  26,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had 
a  salmon  of  20Jlb. ;  and  on  Jan.  28  Mr.  Geen  had 
two  of  IS^lb.  and  161b.  On  Jan.  30,  the  same 
gentleman  had  another  two  of  201b.  and  141b. ;  and 
Mr.  Wright,  Restors  Rent,  had  one  of  81b.  On 
Jan.  31,  Mr.  Philip  Geen  had  two  of  161b.  each. — 
R.  Stewart. 

Tay. — Fishing  in  the  Thurso,  No.  6  beat,  on 
Jan.  30,  one  of  the  gillies  landed  a  salmon  of  181b. 
—A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  opened  on 
the  Woodburn  reservoirs  on  Feb.  1,  but  owing  to 
the  rather  stormy  weather  no  anglers  were  out. 
The  higher  reaches  of  the  Lagan  opened  in  good 
order,  but  adverse  weather  handicapped  sport.  As 
a  rule  little  is  done  in  this  district  until  the 
remainder  of  the  rivers  open  in  March.  Recent 
trials  of  the  rainbows  in  the  Antrim-road  Basin 
show  that  they  are  not  in  good  condition. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.  —  These  waters  are  in  order, 
and  salmon  accounted  numerous  in  the  principal 
rivers.  Prospects  good  for  the  opening  day. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Iionglxs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  on  the  Moy, 
Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  opens  here  on  Feb.  1.  The 
past  spawning  was,  indeed,  a  most  favourable 
one,  and  the  best  we  had  for  many  years.  As  I 
write  the  river  is  in  splendid  order  for  the  fly,  and 
already  a  fair  number  of  spring  fish  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  pools.  Both  loughs  are  high  at  present. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonuell). — The  season  opened 
on  Feb.  1.  The  waters  are  in  first-rate  order,  the 
weather  very  mild,  and  we  hope  to  see  some  good 
fish  soon  captured  by  the  anglers. — J.  Enright 
AND  Son. 


Trout  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


Shannon  and  Lonirl^  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 

angling  season  (1905)  opened  on  P'eb.  1  on  the 
Shannon  and  its  affluents.  We  have  had  a  favour- 
able spawning  time  as  the  bulk  of  the  fish  have 
deposited  their  ova  in  the  main  river,  and  not  in 
the  tributaries  as  in  former  seasons.  I  am  in  hope-s 
that  the  coming  season  will  be  ,a  good  one  for 
salmon  and  trout  as  the  water  is  in  perfect  trim. 
At  present  I  can  offer  February,  March,  April,  or 
May,  and  other  months,  or  parts  of  months,  later 
on  to  English  anglers  who  may  be  on  the  qui  vive 
for  sport. — S.  .J.  Hurley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Angling  opened  here 
on  Feb.  1  under  favourable  circumstances,  but 
none  of  the  boats  have  returned  from  fishing  at  the 
time  of  sending  off  this  leport.  Thirteen  boats 
have  gone  out  on  Lough  Currane,  trolling  on  the 
head  waters. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham-on-Croucli.  —  The  netsmen  are  stil, 
getting  a  few  small  whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting 
also  a  few  herrings ;  but  there  are  no  quantity 
worth  the  trying  for  with  rod  and  line.  There  is 
still  a  large  quantity  of  wildfowl  about,  and  many 
have  been  shot.  Mr.  John  Hawkes  has  bagged 
scores  of  them,  and  other  guns  have  been  having 
some. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — A  few  anglers  have  daily 
patronised  the  pier  throughout  the  past  week,  but 
their  respective  catches,  especially  during  daylight 
hours,  have  generally  proved  very  disappointing. 
The  water  was  in  good  colour  on  Jan.  27,  but  Mr. 
Dodd  and  Messrs.  Band,  Baum,  Larkman,  Collier, 
and  Bushnell  fished  for  several  hours  with 
very  poor  result.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  Mr. 
Dunstone,  and  Mr.  Goldsmith  did  but  little 
better  on  Jan.  28,  but  Mr.  Vaughan  and  friend, 
who  arrived  from  town  in  the  evening,  were 
fortunate  in  obtaining  a  good  mixed  bag  of  over 
three  score.  Mr.  Collins'  rod  accounted  for  more 
than  a  score  on  the  same  evening.  No  improve- 
ment whatever  was  noted  on  the  following  day, 
when  half-a-dozen  rods  were  in  evidence  for  a  few 
hours.  A  blank  was  drawn  on  Monday  morning,  and 
in  the  evening  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd  and  others  each 
made  a  small  mixed  bag,  large  fish  being  an  unseen 
quantity.  No  one  wetted  a  line  on  Tuesday  vmtil 
evening  hours,  and  sport  was  then  so  bad  that 
everyone  soon  gave  up  in  disgust.  Mr.  Turner 
secured  a  few  codling  on  Wednesday  morning,  and 
Mr.  Larkman  had  some  small  dabs,  while  Mr.  Brans- 
combe,  Mr.  Baum,  and  Mr.  Wood  caught  a  few 
codling  after  simdown. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Great  Yarmouth.  —  The  Eastern  Counties 
Angling  Society  held  a  pike  match  on  Jan.  31  on 
Barton  Broad.  Result:  Mr.  A.  F.  Saul,  first,  two 
fish,  81b.  and  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Allen,  second,  one  fish, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Jonson,  thurd,  one  fish  31b.  There  are 
still  a  few  codling  about.  Mr.  Sweet  had  one  of 
81b.  on  Jan.  27. — H.  Salinger. 

Plsrmouth. — We  are  favoured  with  excellent 
weather  still,  but  I  am  afraid  we  are  about  to  have 
a  change.  The  grey  mullet  are  still  very  plentiful 
in  the  Cattewater,  and  the  large  smelt  are  still 
being  caught  in  the  docks.  During  this  month  we 
generally  look  out  for  the  flatfish  and  dabs,  as  they 
are  getting  in  their  prime,  and  will  so  continue  to 
do  until  March  and  April.  They  spawn,  as  a  rule, 
in  May  and  June.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  mackerel 
are  making  their  appearance  thus  early,  as  a  rule 
the  boats  very  rarely  put  in  their  nets  before  March 
or  April,  but  their  appearance  in  this  month,  I 
hope,  will  augur  for  a  good  season.  According  to 
the  Salmon  l  isheries'  Acts  the  fishing  for  salmon 
and  trout  commences  on  Feb.  1,  and  all  portions  of 
the  rivers  which  are  not  under  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators can  be  fished.  We  have  had  a  wonderfully 
good  season  for  spawning,  and  all  rivers  should  be 
benefited  by  it.  I  read  with  satisfaction  that  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  it 
was  mentioned  that  they  intended  to  introduce 
new  stock — it  is  not  before  it  is  wanted.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  this  month  include  smelt,  sprat,  anchovy, 
ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab,  mackerel,  eel,  tub, 
piper,  gurnard,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Better  sport  to  report  this 
week.  C.  Wood  has  had  seventeen  codling  in 
four  days,  largest  nearly  31b.,  others  having  fish, 
J.  Gibbs,  six,  on  Jan.  28.  Dabs  seem  to  be 
coming  on  again.  A.  Townes  caught  three  good 
dabs  yesterday  (Jan.  31),  largest  lib.  If  anyone 
coming  here  wants  lug  will  let  me  know  day 
before,  I  will  get  it  for  them.  Plenty  of  wildfowl 
about,  and  boats  always  to  be  had.  One  local 
puntsman  had  seventy-four  widgeon  in  one  day, 
and  one  man  with  12-bore  gun  killed  seven  widgeon 
and  three  coots,  besides  ox  birds,  etc. — J.  R. 
Robinson  (B.S.A.S,). 
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jottings  bg  tl)e  i^ap. 

"  Poole,  Sir  Poole  ? 
Ay  Kennel,  puddle  sink  ;  whose  dirt 
Troubles  the  silver  spring  where  England  drinks." 

— Shakespeare. 


Those  who  foregathered  on  Wednesday  evening 
last  at  the  cosy  club  room  of  the  B.S.A.S!  antici- 
pated the  usual  annual  masterly  handling  by 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  of  "  The  Review  of  the  Annual 
(Sea)  Fishery  Reports,"  but  as  the  requisite  matter 
was  not  available  he,  like  the  true  B.S.A.S.  that  he 
is,  gave  us  (at  any  rate,  "Dragnet")  a  really  very 
instructive  and  entertaining  lecture  on  "  The  Kent 
and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries."  The  fish  and  fishing  on 
these  two  boards,  or  districts,  or  committees  (?) 
were  graphically  described,  and  the  area  (from 
Harwich  to  Dungeness)  boldly  displayed  on  a 
cartoon  (drawn  by  his  own  hand),  which  could  be 
plainly  discerned  by  those  at  the  back  of  the  hall. 
Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins  will,  on  Feb.  8,  give  us  "A 
Few  Facts  about  the  Earth,  and  How  it  Maintains 
its  Position  in  Space." 


Once  again  that  up-to-date  railway  company, 
the  Great  Eastern,  issues  its  handy  little  pocket 
guide  to  the  principal  Horse  and  Cattle  Fairs  (1905), 
Racing  and  Cricket  Fixtures,  and  "  Angling  and 
Where  to  Angle."  No  less  than  thirty  pages  are 
devoted  to  the  sport  of  angling.  Nearly  all  the 
most  important  stations  on  the  G.E.R.  are  given, 
showing  the  distances  from  London,  and  what  fish 
are  to  be  taken,  not  forgetting  to  mention  the 
hotels,  farmhouses,  or  lodgings  to  stay  at.  There 
are  nearly  two  hxmdred  pages  in  this  well-printed 
waistcoat-pocket  guide — brimful  of  information 
useful  to  sportsmen  of  all  kinds.  Any  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  desirous  of  obtaining  a  copy  of  this 
little  classic  may,  upon  application  to  Mr.  R.  P. 
Ellis,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great  Eastern 
Railway,  Liverpool-street  Station,  London,  E.G., 
receive  a  copy  free  of  charge. 

♦  »  »  ♦  * 

"  Multum  in  Parvo^'  would  better  describe  this 
weU-printed  and  well-edited  brochure,  for  really 
there  is  very  little  that  an  angler  and  a  sportsman 
wishes  to  know  but  what  may  be  obtained  by  those 
who  will  "  Enquire  Within." 


Crusoe's  Dilemma. 
Said  a  maid  to  old  Robinson  Crusoe, 
"  My  darling  ;  I  truly  ioye  you  so  !  " 
But  Robinson  said, 
"  You  Icnow  I  can't  wed, 
'Cause,  honest,  I  ain't  got  no  trousseau." 

— New  Yorker. 


The  aimual  dinner  of  that  flourishing  society 
•'The  Lychnobite  Anglers"  will  take  placej  on 
Saturday  evening,  March  4,  at  Host  (and  brother 
"Lycho")  Victor  Wrigglesworth's,  the  Cow  and 
Calf  Hotel,  Eastcheap.  Early  application  should 
be  made  for  tickets,  as  a  very  large  muster  is 
expected.  The  energetic  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Sid  Ransom, 
intends  making  the  event  "  a  record." 


The  piscatorial  element  was  well  in  evidence  at 
the  Queen's  Restaurant,  Ipswich,  on  J  an.  26,  when  a 
complimentary  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Edward 
Stewart  (who  is  taking  up  an  important  position 
at  Horsham),  with  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  in  the  chair. 
The  toast  of  the  evening  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Wilham  King,  who,  for  this  occasion,  had  forsaken 
his  own  "  natural  bait  "  for  that  so  well  provided  by 
the  proprietor,  Mr.  R.  Schuie.  Everyone  present 
spoke  to  the  toast,  and  general  regrets  at  the  depar- 
ture of  a  good  friend  and  a  good  sportsman  were 
mingled  with  the  relation  of  incidents  recalled  to 
memory,  many  of  which  bore  a  decidedly  fishy 
flavour. 


At  Sonning  recently  Mr.  C.  H.  Witherington  had 
a  nice  pike  of  151b.,  3ft.  2in.  in  length  ;  he  had  to 
wade  in  before  he  could  land_it. 


Mb.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation, delivered  a  lantern  lecture  to  the  members 
of  the  Dartmouth  Angling  Society,  at  the  head- 
quarters— the  Dartmouth  Aims,  York  Rise  (Host 
G.  A.  Grant),  on  Jan.  27.  The  lecture,  which  was 
most  interesting,  was  entitled,  "  South-Eastern 
Fishing  Resorts." 


Mb.  Chables  Lisson  Mathews  was  for  many 
years  a  subscriber  and  anghng  correspondent  at 
Great  Marlow  to  this  paper.  The  late  Lord  Inve- 
rury  spent  many  happy  days  in  Mr.  Mathews'  punt 


on  the  Thames,  and  I  have  also  shared'that  pleasure. 
Business  was  the  reason  for  his  leaving  Marlow  for 
Folkestone.  It  will  come  as  a  great  shock  to  his 
many  friends  and  brother  anglers  to  hear  that  on 
Jan.  2  his  wife,  Mrs.  Faimy  Mathews,  died  very 
suddenly  from  epilepsy. 


Me.  James  J.  Van  Alen  has  captured  from  Mr.  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan  the  latter's  famous  Southern 
woman  cook,  who  prepared  meals  for  the  banker 
and  his  friends  at  the  Price's  Neck  Fishing  Club  here 
last  summer,  says  the  New  York  Herald's  Newport 
correspondent.  Mr.  Van  Alen  searched  all  over  the 
South  for  her  equal,  but,  failing,  has  offered  her  a 
tempting  salary  to  go  to  England  as  cook  at  his 
Nottinghamshire  estate. 


"  A  FEW  days  since  the  Huddersfield  Curling  Club 
took  up  a  large  hot-pot  in  a  brown  jar  for  lunch. 
After  they  had  carefully  placed  the  hot-pot  on  the 
ice,  and  put  a  coat  over  it  to  keep  the  warmth  in, 
they  played  a  few  games,  and  then  went  for  their 
lunch.  On  lifting  the  coat  up  (says  the  Sporting 
Times)  they  found  a  nice  round  hole  in  the  ice,  but  no 
hot-pot."  [How  would  it  be  to  fish  in  the  hole,  as  it 
was  evidently  well  baited  ?] 


Good-bye,  Gbeenheabt  ! 

I've  passed  the  three  score  years  and  ten 

Allotted  to  the  sons  of  men. 

And  find  myself  with  failing  sight 

Deprived  of  a  long  hfe's  delight ; 

No  more  shall  I,  except  in  dreams, 

Be  whippmg  well  remembered  streams. 

Or  spinning  artificial  baits , 

In  neighbourhood  of  weirs  and  aits. 

Or  seek  to  shine  in  record  takes 

In  old  familiar  ponds  and  lakes. 

Good-bye  henceforth  to  rod  and  line. 

Farewell  my  pretty  porcupine, 

Adieu,  good-tempered  crystal  hook, 

Ta  ta,  my  trusty  tackle-book. 

No  more  shall  I  in  proper  form 

Deal  gently  with  the  wriggling  worm. 

Or  manufacture  honeyed  paste 

Confectioned  to  please  piscine  taste  ; 

Or  fabricate  alluring  Hes, 

Embodied  in  fantastic  flies. 

Delusive  wiles — but,  alas,  me  ! 

What  shall^I  do  when  I  can't  see. 

But  hear  romancing  anglers'  tales 

Of  whoppers,  similar  to  whales. 

And  turning  on  Munchausen's  tap 

Their  highest  flights  of  fancy  cap. 

No  more  a  pliant  rod  I'll  ply — 

Good-bye,  Greenheart.  old  chap  ;  good-bye  ! 

— GOOSESTEP. 


A  LEMON  sole,  measuring  ll|in.  by  5^in.,  says  an 
Aberdeen  paper,  was  caught  in  a  herring  net  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  off  Buchanness  on  the  night 
of  Wednesday,  Jan.  25,  by  the  crew  of  the  boat 
Favourite,  of  Peterhead,  A.  Buchan,  skipper.  The 
fish,  which  had  a  marked  label  attached  to  it,  was 
handed  to  Mr.  Jeffrey,  fishery  officer,  who  com- 
municated with  the  International  Committee  of 
Investigation  in  the  North  Sea,  and  found  that  it 
had  been  returned  to  the  sea  in  the  Firth  of  Forth 
on  Dec.  6  last.  The  distance  the  sole  travelled 
from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  Buchaimess  in  the  short 
space  of  seven  weeks  shows  that  the  sole,  like  other 
kinds  of  fish,  moves  about.  The  advertised  reward 
for  finding  marked  fish  has  been  handed  to  Mr. 
Buchan.  This  should  interest  fishermen,  who  will 
be  similarly  rewarded  if  they  capture  marked  fish 
and  hand  them  to  the  fishery  officer. 


The  dinner  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association 
is  postponed  until  Feb.  20.  It  will  take  place  at 
the  Lincoln  Arms  Hotel,  Weybridge,  at  6.30  p.m. 
Mr.  F.  Holme-Sumner,  C.C.,  will  be  chairman,  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Wheeley  vice-chairman.  A  large  attend- 
ance is  expected,  as  the  association  has  now  some 
seventy  members. 


Me.  a.  Deeby  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Blenlieim  Angling 
Society  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  8.  The  paper 
will  be  entitled  "  The  Kent  and  Sussex  Border."^  A 
concert  wUl  foUow,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  is 
anticipated. 


A  MAGNIFICENT  Specimen  of  the  angler  fish  has 
j  ust  been  landed  at  Sandgate  harbour  by  the  local 
Ijsliermen.  Splendid  catches  of  whiting  and  plaice 
have  also  been  made  off  Folkestone. 


"When  are  you  nearly  related  to  a  fish?" 
"  When  your  grandmother  is  a  dear  old  soul." 


The  following  is  from  that  always  interesting 
journal,  T.  P.'s  Weekly  :—"  A  Fish  Story  Indeed  ! 
— D.M.D.  (Harden, New  South  Wales)  writes:  lam 
sending  along  a  '  fish  story  '  which  you  may  see  fit 
to  publish.  Unlike  most  of  that  ilk,  it  has  the 
merit  of  being  strictly  true.  The  newspapers 
throughout  Australasia  recently  reprinted  copies  of 
a  proclamation  emanating  from  the  New  Zealand 
Government,  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  unique. 
The  aforesaid  document  warns  all  concerned  against 
destroying,  or  attempting  to  destroy,  a,  certain  fish 
of  the  dolphin  species,  known  as  '  Pelorus  Jack,' 
the  penalty  for  such  offence  being  a  fine  of  £5  (not 
less)  and  not  exceeding  £100.  'Jack's'  habitat  is 
Pelorus  Sound,  Cook's  Strait,  and  right  in  the  track 
of  vessels  bound  to  the  principal  towns,  Wellington 
and  Christchurch. 

•  »  •  »  • 

"On  the  appearance  of  a  steamer,  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  this  '  lone  fish,'  for  many  years  past,  to 
swim  right  ahead  in  the  true  charmel  until  the 
'  Sound '  was  negotiated,  when  it  would  sheer  off, 
presumably  to  wait  for  the  next  ship.  Ship  captains 
and  officers  have  come  to  regard  '  Jack '  as  an  in- 
fallible pilot,  hence  the  proclamation,  which  is  due 
to  their  representations.  Pelorus  Jack  has  met 
passing  steamers  at  the  same  place  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  always  alone.  It  is  said  by  old  colonists 
that  in  1848  a  school  of  these  fish  were  seen  in 
Pelorus  Sound,  and  shortly  after  being  seen  there  a 
large  number  were  found  stranded  on  the  '  boulder 
bank '  at  Nelson.  It  is  supposed  by  Sir  James 
Hector  and  a  good  many  others  that  '  Jack '  was 
the  only  survivor  of  this  school,  and  that  he  has 
remained  in  the  same  place  since  1848." 


The  Wag  of  the  Sea  Dog's  Tale. 
The  old  salt  gave  his  trousers  a  hitch 

And  said  as  he  di-ained  his  grog ; 
"  'Tis  the  jolly  tar  makes  the  vessel  pitch 

And  his  bark  comes  from  the  log. 
The  sea  biscuit  makes  the  good  ship  roll 

And  the  hitch  I  take,  of  eoui-se, 
As  I  tread  the  decks,  why,  bless  your  soul. 

Is  meant  for  the  cook's  salt  horse. 

"  Oh,  a  sailor's  life  is  a  life  serene. 

In  every  port  a  lass, 
And  the  Captain  keeps  the  ocean  clean. 

For  he  sweeps  it  with  his  glass. 
So  here's  a  health  in  a  glass  of  grog, 

Yo,  ho  !  for  the  spreading  sail ! 
For  I  am  both  the  old  sea  dog 

And  the  wag  of  the  sea  dog's  tale  !  " 

— New  York  Times. 


"Tommy,"  said  the  visitor,  who  was  very 
properly  endeavouring  to  impress  a  moral  lesson 
on  the  lad's  mind,  "have  you  read  the  books  in 
your  Sunday-school  library?"  "Some  of  them," 
he  replied,  rather  doubtfviJly.  "  Can  you  teU  me 
what  happened  to  the  boy  who  went  fishing  on 
Sunday  ? "  "  Yes,  he  caught  three  fish  and  an 
eel."  "How  do  you  know  that  ?"  "'Cos  I  was 
him." 


Some  butterflies  lay  over  100,000  eggs. 


An  inspector  examining  a  class  in  arithmetic 
observed  that  one  boy  had  not  answered  a  single 
question  correctly.  Wishing  to  know  if  the  boy 
was  stupid,  he  asked  him  the  following  question  : 
"If  a  salmon  weighed  101b.,  and  was  to  be  sold  at 
2d.  a  pound,  what  would  the  salmon  be  worth  ?  " 
To  this  the  boy  at  once  replied  :  "  It  wouldn't  be 
worth  eating." 


Nevee  Inu'ry  a  fish  into  the  net.  Angling  is  essen- 
tially a  graceful  art.  Is  there  anything  in  sport  so 
graceful  as  the  gossamer-Uke  fall  of  a  cleverly- 
thrown  casting  fine  ?  Have  a  free-running  reel,  and 
work  your  fish  gently,  for  aU  the  world  as  if  your 
tackle  were  no  stronger  than  a  cotton  tliread.  This 
deft  and  gentle  handling  is  the  true  charm  of  angling. 


It  has  already  been  announced  that  the  Fom'th 
Annual  Thames  Competition,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams,  will  be  held  at  Richmond  on 
Feb.  19.  I  have  just  heard  from  the  indefatigable 
"Ben"  that  Mr.  East,  of  the  Pigeons  Hotel, 
Richmond,  has  sent  a  "  handsome  set  of  carvers  " 
for  a  prize,  and  Mr.  Wells,  of  Nottingham,  a 
hundred  yards  of  brown  silk  8-plait  line.  Many 
other  prizes  are  promised ;  the  tide  is  right,  and 
fine  weather  is  only  needed  for  the  word  "  Success  " 
to  be  written.  I  have  not  been  to  many  "  outings" 
for  some  time,  but  if  all  goes  well  there  is  the  bare 
possibility  of  the  banks  being  promenaded  on  that 
day  by  Steward  Dbagnet. 
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Pfovlneial  Aflgliflg  jlotes 

}nust  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Th  ursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased,  to  say,  through  the  information  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Birmingham  AngHng  Associa- 
tion, that  everytliing  is  in  proper  order,  and  that 
the  association  is  making  headway  in  spite  of  the 
opposition  raised  by  the  P.A.A.  I  am  informed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  that  they  have  three 
more  new  clubs  who  have  qualified  themselves  for 
affiliation.  This  will,  in  the  end  of  the  forthcoming 
quarter,  bring  the  association  up  to  the  strength  of 
7000  fully  paid-up  members.  The  late  subscription 
of  the  members  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30 
realised  the  sum  of  near  upon  £60.  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  that  the  Alrewas  water  scheme  has  not  been  a 
success  ;  the  clubs  have  not  considered  the  merits 
of  the  water,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  sake  of 
a  small  sum,  have  gone  to  open  waters  to  fish  free, 
and  the  water  has  been  free  from  fish,  and  as  a 
consequence  a  lot  of  prizes  have  been  left  on  hand 
for  the  coming  season.  Now  if  the  association  rent 
water  for  the  clubs,  which  is  to  be  obtained  at  a 
small  cost  for  contests,  and  at  the  same  time  when 
you  take  into  consideration  that  the  water  is  well 
looked  after,  it  would  be  in  the  interests  of 
all  concerned  that  the  clubs  should  do  their  best 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  association,  as  an 
inducement  for  the  committee  in  the  future  to  do 
their  best  to  take  new  waters  for  the  benefit  of  the 
members  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.,  but  up  to  the  present,  as 
far  as  the  venture  of  the  association  is  concerned,  it 
has  been  a  failure  owing  to  the  clubs  not  coming 
forward  and  assisting  the  association  in  their  first 
water  renting  undertaking. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  an  enforced  period  of  inactivity 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  frost,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  (Jan.  31)  angling  was  being  resumed  on 
many  waters,  and  the  prospects  are  considerably 
brighter  than  they  were  a  week  ago.  Nearly  all  the 
Fen  streams^  failed  to  withstand  the  effects  of  the 
frost,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  on  the  Witham, 
notably  the  confluence  of  the  various  tributaries, 
very  few  anglers  have  had  an  opportunity  of  wetting 
a  line.  With  the  return  of  the  inilder  weather,  how- 
ever, successful  sport  may  be  expected,  for  the  waters 
have  vmdergone  very  httle  change,  so  far  as  the 
colour  is  concerned.  On  Jan.  31,  a  Forty-foot  sub- 
scriber killed  three  brace  of  pike,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  191b.,  on  an  artificial  bait. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Sea  fishers  from  this  county  will  find  the  tides  at 
Rhyl  suitable  at  the  week-end,  but  lately  the  fishing 
has  not  been  very  good.  The  weekly  report  from 
the  Bollin  says :  "  Ihe  river  is  in  very  nice  order  for 
this  time  of  the  year."  One  who  knows  the  Lake 
District  calls  attention  to  the  early  fishing  in  the 
Windermere  Lake,  and  suggest  the  best  flies  to 
commence  with  as  March  Brown,  male  and  female. 
Blue  and  Blea,  Hare's  Ear,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and 
Partridge  and  Purple,  as  they  generally  kill  well. 
Some  useful  stocking  to  the  Bridgewater  Canal  at 
London  Bridge,  about  one  thousand  fish,  were 
turned  in,  and  supphed  by  Mr.  Ford,  Caistor. 
Liverpool  anglers  are  in  the  height  of  fashion  with 
social  events,  amongst  recent  items  of  this  kind  the 
City  Association  are  to  the  front.  The  prizes 
awarded  for  specimens  in  this  association  are  for 
fish  above  the  average.  Other  clubs  doing  well  in 
this  city  are  the  West  Derby,  Nelson,  Norwood, 
Edgehill,  and  Central,  all  full  of  life  and  enthusiasm. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  a  little  more  life  amongst  anglers  in  this 
city,  but  if  they  do  not  mind  they  will  leave  the  best 
part  of  the  coarse  fishing  too  late,  for  just  at  this 
moment  they  should  be  doing  well.  A  very  good 
accoimt  comes  from  the  secretary  of  the  revived 
Silver  Grid  A.S.,  Harpurtrey  ;  they  have  eru-olled 
new  members,  and  as  an  earnest  of  good  intentions 
will  fish  a  match  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  to  wind 
up  the  season.  In  the  Ardwick  district  there  is  a 
disposition  to  encourage  friendly  relations  between 
two  clubs,  who  are  very  near  neighbours.  The 
Buckland  and  Ardwick  A.S.  have  arranged  to 
have  three  inter  club  meetings.  First  of  all  they 
will  have  a  shooting  match,  between  selected  teams, 
with  air  guns,  then  a  social,  and  finally  a  fishing 
match.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Co.  have 
agreed  to  an  angler's  privilege  fare  between  this 
city  and  Crudgington,  at  the  request  of  the  anglers 
in  East  Manchester  and  district. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  conditions  were  distinctly  more  favour- 
able on  Feb.  L    The  weather  was  milder,  and  the 


Trent  was  running  in  first-class  order  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Moreover,  through  the  change,  lobworms 
were  procurable.  Pike  and  chub  have  been  taken  at 
Hazleford,  and  on  the  Fiskerton  waters  many  chub 
have  been  creeled  by  the  aid  of  pith  and  brains, 
though  the  wind  was  none  too  favourable  for  the 
pursuit  of  the  sport.  On  Jan.  28  several  sportsmen 
were  out  after  pike  on  the  King's  Mills  section,  but  I 
learn  they  scarcely  ran  a  fish.  The  season  was  due  to 
close  on  Jan.  31.  Last  week-end  I  visited  a  reach 
not  far  from  Twyford  Ferry,  and  caught,  with  a 
friend,  a  variety  of  roach,  chub,  and  perch.  One  of 
the  keepers  informed  me  that  of  late  huge  salmon 
have  been  seen  leaping  near  the  ferry.  His  opinion 
was  the  fish  were  fresh  run,  as  they  were  so  bright 
and  silvery.  Likely  enough  they  were  "  springers  " 
making  for  Willington  and  the  tributary  Dove. 
Some  decent  lots  of  roach  have  been  secured  by 
bread-paste  at  Clifton  and  Wilford.  On  Jan.  31 
most  of  the  backwaters  were  free  of  ice,  so  that  in  the 
near  futiu-e  plenty  of  pike  ought  to  be  caught,  say, 
with  the  live-bait.  But  bait,  especially  dace,  is 
scarce. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  frost  and  snow  have  left  us,  and  we  have  had  a 
few  days  of  nice  genial  weather  with  some  amount  of 
wind,  but  the  rivers  are  fully  charged  with  snow 
water,  and  but  few  fish  have  been  caught.  Still,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week,  a  few  anglers  caught  a 
nice  lot  of  chub  in  the  Severn  with  blood  and  brains, 
and  a  good  dish  or  two  of  roach  were  taken  with  the 
worm.  This  evening  the  glass  is  falling,  and  there 
is  every  appearance  of  rain,  which  will  be  beneficial 
in  helping  to  carry  the  snow  water  from  the  rivers, 
and  bringing  the  fish  on  the  feed.  The  Foimtain 
A.C.  had  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters  on 
Jan.  30,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Lucy,  in  the  chair. 
The  auditor  read  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed 
the  club  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  secre- 
tary's report  and  balance-sheet  were  unanimously 
adopted.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  present 
season  was  proceeded  with — the  vice-president,  Mr. 
Lucy,  was  elected  president ;  several  gentlemen 
vice-presidents  ;  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  secretary  ;  and 
Messrs.  H.  Hodges  and  A.  Glover,  auditors  ;  dele- 
gates to  the  District  Association,  Messrs.  Bowen  and 
Harris  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Glover,  clerk  of  the  scales  for  the 
season.  A  pleasing  feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
presentation  to  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  of 
a  marble  timepiece,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable 
services  to  the  club.  Mr.  H.  Hodges  made  the  pre- 
sentation in  very  eulogistic  terms,  which  were  tho- 
roughly endorsed  by  all  present.  Mr.  Bowen  suit- 
ably rephed,  thanking  the  club  for  their  recognition 
of  his  services,  and  promising  to  do  his  best  for  the 
further  advancement  of  the  society.  Mr.  R.  Wing- 
field,  president  of  the  P.A.A.  and  district  secretary, 
was  present,  and  replied  to  several  questions,  and 
gave  information  respecting  the  matters  under  dis- 
cussion, for  which  he  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks,  the  same  comphment  being  given  to  the 
president. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Foss  has  been  visited  by  a  number  of  rodsters 
in  quest  of  roach.  On  Jan.  3 1  eight  or  more  very  nice 
fish  were  taken  by  Mr.  Peel.  The  Ouse  was  also 
tried,  and  not  without  success.  Mr.  Mountain,  of 
York,  followed  the  course  of  the  stream  to  Hoving- 
ham,  and  secured  a  creel  of  nice  chub.  Until  the 
past  few  days  fishing  has  met  with  poor  success, 
owing  to  the  changeable  conditions,  and  more  espe- 
cially by  reason  of  the  floating  ice  in  the  rivers, 
several  of  which  have  been  ice-bound.  The  grayling 
season  is  drawing  to  a  close.  On  many  waters  fishing 
has  finished  with  January,  whilst  better-class  anglers 
"  draw  the  fine  "  at  the  end  of  the  second  week  in 
February.  Already  there  are  anticipations  of  the 
trout-fishing  season,  and  in  this  connection  it  is 
announced  that  the  Harrogate  Conservative  A.C, 
which  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  has  decided 
to  purchase  4500  yearling  brown  trout,  500  yearling 
Loch  Leven  trout,  and  200  grayling  from  3in.  to  Sin. 
in  length.  Evidently  the  club  is  anxious  to  do  its 
utmost  to  improve  the  waters.  On  Jan.  31  there 
was  a  special  meeting  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  to  consider  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board's  proposal  of  a  general  trout  rod 
licence  of  Is.  to  cover  angling  for  trout  and  coarse 
fish.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  represen- 
tatives, and  all  the  affiliated  clubs  were  in  favour  of 
the  proposal,  a  resolution  to  that  effect  being  passed. 
It  was  explained  that  the  Board  intended  to  spend  a 
reasonable  and  equitable  proportion  of  the  money 
thus  raised  upon  the  coarse  fisliing  interests,  but 
there  would  be  no  expenditure  in  the  waters  of 
coarse  fish  angling  associations  which  had  not  taken 
out  the  licence.  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe,  secretary  of  the 
amalgamation,  was  presented  with  an  eighteen-carat 
gold  watch,  subscribed  for  by  the  various  clubs 
forming  the  society,  in  recognition  of  his  services. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  favourable,  and 
salmon  are  arriving  in  all  the  earlier  rivers  in  gene- 
rally good  numbers.  On  those  waters  where  angling 
opened  on  Feb.  1  the  prospects  are  good  all  round, 
and  in  all  probability  many  fine  fish  will  be  caught 
before  these  lines  are  in  print.  All  the  waters  are  in 
good  angling  order,  though  some  more  rain  would 
be  required  to  put  most  of  the  rivers  in  better  order. 
There  is  nothing  worth  reporting  in  the  way  of  sea- 
fishing  from  any  quarter. 

North  of  1rel.\nd. 
In  wild  and  blustery  weather  a  number  of  rivers 
opened  on  Feb.  1,  but  comparatively  few  anglers 
braved  the  day.  The  rivers  which  opened  were  the 
Lagan,  Inver,  the  Glens  of  Antrim  streams,  the  Bush 
(a  very  early  salmon  river),  the  Ballycastle  rivers,  in 
Antrim  ;  and  the  Lennan,  Bunduff,  Bimdrowes,  and 
some  other  Donegal  waters.  The  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Central  Hall,  Belfast,  on  Jan.  30,  imder  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite.  The  report  of 
the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  was  very  satis- 
factory, and  that  of  Mr.  A.  Meenan,  J. P.,  hon. 
treasurer,  showed  a  good  balance  in  hand.  The  sub- 
committee in  charge  of  the  Antrim  -  road  Basin 
restocking  scheme  reported  that  in  April  and  May 
2500  yearling  and  two-year-old  rainbow  trout  and 
6000  brown  trout  fry  had  been  turned  into  the  water. 
Recent  experiments  by  the  hon.  secretary  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Barlowe  (vmder  permission  from  the  Fisheries 
Department)  showed  that  the  rainbows  had  grown 
to  '21b.  weight.  An  interesting  discussion  on  the 
preservation  and  protection  of  rivers  in  Antrim  and 
Down  took  place.  Mr.  Braithwaite  was  re-elected 
president. 


Jlssoctafions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
Feb.  6,  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate  Institute.  On 
Monday,  Feb.  13,  at  8.30  p.m.,  the  netting  and 
restocking  fund  committee  will  hold  their  ordinary 
bi-monthly  meeting  at  the  Red  Cross,  Barbican, 

E.C.— R.  G.  WOODBOTF. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
During  the  past  month  £3 1  has  been  voted.  I  beg 
to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  7s.  6d.  (Globe  Angling  Society),  the  only  amount 
for  practically  two  months.  Of  course,  the  bad 
times  affect  the  society,  but  fortunately  our  funds 
can  bear  the  strain.  Life  membership  subscriptions 
are  exceptionally  scarce  this  year,  but  have  just  had 
the  pleasure  of  enrolling  Mr.  Day,  of  the  Eagle  A.S. 
Messrs.  Wade  and  Woodruff  have  kindly  consented 
to  again  organise  the  Lea  competition,  which  has 
been  fixed  for  March  18,  at  Rye  House.  The  prize- 
hst  is  in  my  hands,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear 
from  donors.  —  W.  H.  Bahber,  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenhceim  Angling  Society. 
An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  society 
was  held  on  Jan.  25  (Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presiding)  to 
consider  whether,  under  certain  circumstances 
which  had  recently  arisen,  it  would  or  would  not  be 
advisable  to  accept  an  offer  the  society  had  received 
of  surrendering  the  lease  of  certain  sections  of  the 
fishery.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  about 
forty  members.  The  secretary,  Jlr.  A.  Derry,  read 
the  notice  convening  the  meeting  ;  he  then  referred 
to  the  correspondence  wliich  had  passed  between 
the  society  and  the  lessees  of  the  sections  above 
mentioned,  and  explained  at  some  length  the  position 
both  as  regards  the  past  and  the  future  ;  he  also 
stated  that  the  financial  aspect  was  satisfactory. 
Mr.  J.  Henderson  and  others  ha\'ing  spoken  on  the 
question  before  the  meeting,  it  was  jDroposed  by 
Mr.  Rodbur,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Marks,  "  that 
the  offer  to  surrender  the  lease  be  not  accepted," 
which  motion  was  carried  xmanimously  with  much 
applause.  A  gentleman  previously  proposed  for 
membership  was  elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  and  the  secretary  brought  the  proceed- 
ings to  a  close.  Fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  at 
Harefield  recently.  Messrs.  Watts  and  Woodhouse 
have  had  roach  (best  lib.  9oz.  and  lib.  3ioz. 
respectively)  ;  Messrs.  Goble,  Sage,  WUkins,  and 
Wilson,  jack  ;  and  Mr.  Yarham,  a  perch  of  lib.  oioz. 
Members  are  reminded  that  !Mr.  Derry  will  read  a 
paper,  entitled,  "  The  Kent  and  Sussex  Border,"  on 
Feb.  8,  to  be  followed  by  a  concert. — -E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the 
chair,  reports  were  read  from  stations  round  the 
coast.  Codling  had  been  fairly  plentiful  at  Walton, 
seventeen,  running  up  to  lO^ib.  each,  having  been 
taken  in  four  days.    Mr.  T.  Tucker  had  fair  sport 
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with  the  flatfish  at  Brighton — a  record  catch  of 
mullet  at  Sennen  was  recorded  in  four  days,  a  huge 
quantity  equal  to  two  seasons'  catch — also  one  of 
whiting  by  the  trawler  Arabian,  130  boxes  fetching 
£100,  being  the  result  of  four  days'  fishing.  Mr. 
Colquhoun  Kemp  then  took  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  for  his  paper.  Mr.  Minchin 
explained  that  owing  1 5  the  Annual  Fishe.-y  Reports 
remaining  still  unissued,  he  had  been  necessaii.y  un- 
able to  prepare  his  usual  annual  review,  and  wasdi  iven 
to  substitute  a  paper  upon  "  The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea 
Fisheries,"  the  report  of  the  committee  for  which 
had  appeared  in  the  shape  of  a  very  well  prepared 
volume  by  Dr.  James  Murie,  a  copy  of  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  society's  library  by  the 
author.  The  area  of  this  district  he  defined  as  ex- 
tending from  Harwich  to  Dungeness  inside  the 
three-mile  limit,  extending  up  the  Thames  to 
Conservancy  limit.  The  paper  was  a  very  full 
one,  and  in  the  scanty  limits  of  space  afforded 


for  this  report  can  only  be  summarised.  By 
observmg  the  drift  of  floating  bottles  the  drift  of 
the  surface  water  in  this  area  had  been  satisfactorily 
ascertained.  The  cold  current  from  the  North  Sea 
does  not  come  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Colne,  but 
drifts  oft  shore  again.  The  Channel  current— a 
warm  one— rarely  gets  through  the  Straits  of  Dover. 
Fish  current-borne  are  thus  rarely  brought  into 
the  district,  which  is  really  one  whirlpool  of  tides, 
and  IS  a  great  breeding  ground  both  for  surface 
swimming  fish,  whose  eggs  sink  and  are  hatched  at 
the  bottom,  and  the  ground  fish,  whose  eggs  are 
mainly  hatched  on  the  surface  of  the  sea.  The 
banks,  estuaries,  etc.,  of  the  district  were  very  fully 
described,  and  the  diffe>ent  breeding  grounds  indi- 
cated, and  the  varieties  of  food-fish  described, 
comprising  the  flounder,  plaice,  sole,  lemon  sole', 
dab,  turbot,  brill,  scald  fish,  cod,  haddock, 
whiting,  herring,  shad,  sprat,  anchovy,  weaver, 
smelt,    mackerel,    red    and    grey    mullet,  ' 


garfish,  gurnard,  angler  fish,  biennies,  goby,  lump- 
sucker,  skate,  angel  or  monk  fish,  the  skates  and 
rays,  and  occasionally  a  salmon,  hake,  ling 
and  coalfish.  All  these  were  taken  in  the 
district.  The  shrimp  and  whitebait  fisheries  were  big 
industries,  especially  out  of  Leigh.  Full  description 
of  all  these  fish,  their  habits,  habitat,  and  migration, 
were  given,  and  a  most  useful  and  interesting  paper 
brought  to  a  close.  Discussion  followed,  Mr. 
Norman,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Herbert  Bass,  Mr. 
Tucker,  Mr.  Bates,  and  otners  taking  part.  Mr. 
Minchin  replied,  and  gave  a  detailed  description 
of  the  various  fishery  districts  round  our  coasts. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  lecturer  and  chairman  were 
passed,  and  the  subject  for  next  Wednesday 
announced  as  a  paper  by  Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins, 
M.D.,  "A  Few  Facts  about  the  Earth,  and  How  it 
Maintains  its  Position  in  Space." — H.  P. 

Thkrk  are  240,000  varieties  of  insects. 


FORD'S  PERFECTION  FISH  CARRIERS. 


These  Carriers  meet  a  real  want.  They  are 
designed  to  take  all  kinds  and  sizes  of  Fish, 
qnite  safely,  on  any  reasonable  journey  in 
cool  weather. 

The  Perfection  Carriers  are  so  designed 
that  not  a  spoonful  of  water  is  lost  on  the 
longest  journey;  at  the  same  time,  the 
motion  of  the  train  or  cart  sufficiently 
ierates  the  water. 

They  will  be  found  very  useful  to  Clubs 
and  Fisheries  for  the  transport  of  Fish  from 
one  pond  or  stream  to  another. 

The  manufacture  has  been  much  improved 
by  the  adoption  of  slightly  tapered  necks, 
which  make  the  lids  interchangeable ;  and 
the  bottoms  are  made  of  stronger  metal  to 
obviate  the  use  of  cross-bands,  which  soon 
get  out  of  order. 

They  are  made  of  very  stout  galvanized 
steel,  with  large  8  in.  folding  handles.  They 
are  23  ins.  in  diameter,  circular  in  shape, 
weigh  about  30  lbs.  empty,  and  li  cwt 
moderately  full  of  water. 

These  tanks  are  now  in  constant  use  in 
22  Fisheries. 

They  will  be  sent,  carriage  paid,  to  any 
addressfor  228.  ;  orasmaller  size,  weighing, 
with  water,  about  Icwt.,  for  178.,  from 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


OWSCHLAGER  FISCHEREI  GESELLSCHAFT 

RENDSBURG,  GERMANY. 

(Owsclila,^  Fisliex>y  Co.,  l^t€L.) 

Telegrams:  "Bydekabken,  Rendsbcbg." 
ANNUAL  PRODUCTION. 


3,000,000  Eyed  Ova. 
1,000,000  Fry 

BROWN  TROUT  (fontinalis) 
RAINBOW  TROUT  (iridens) 
TROUT  (fario) 

SALMON  I  trutta) 


300,000  Yearlings. 
100,000  Two-year-olds.  '  , 

Eyed  Ova,  9/0  per  1,000. 
Fry,  £1  per  1,000. 
Yearlings  from  £10  per  1,000. 
Two-year-olds       lb.  each)  3 /O 
per  lb. 


(salmo  salar) 

DISCOUNT  TO  BEALERS. 

Fresh  killed  |  lb.  Trout,  Salmon  (trutta  trutta  and  salmo  salar)  3  to  12  lb. 
well  packed  on  ice,  can  be  regularly  supplied.  . 

Correspondence  Solicited  and  Offers  Invited  from  Wholesale 
Fish  Merchants. 


"A  delightful  present  for  an  Anglen^^-F/^/i/n^  Gazette. 

DEDICATED  TO  THE  LONDON  ANGLERS 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION 

Demy  8vo.,  cloth  extra.  ^  Price  7s.  6d.,  post  free.    Published  by  the  Author, 
at  Friar's  Stile  Lodge,  Richmond,  Surrey. 


WHAT  I  HAVE  SEEN  WHILE  FISHING; 
 and  How  I  have  Caught  my  Fish. 


By  PHILIP  GEEN. 

With  Seventy ^Three  Full ^ page  and  other  Illustrations,  and  Portrait  of  the  Author. 


happZsf^f  ?  W  w^r?tfrAn,Tfl  ^^^^'^l^^u  t^^^y"  ^'^'P''"^^  ^'^^  j°y°^«  enthusiasm  and  with  the  freshness  and 

SSe  of  Apnni  19M  °*  knowledge  of  a  practised  hand,  and  the  simple  ardour  of  a  schoolboy. "-Daily 

v^mlLtlhTC^vdll  '^^'^^  ^^'^  Mr.  Geen's  articles  conclude  in  this  issue,  and 
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City  or  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker,  was  held  at  Broad-street  Restaurant, 
on  Jan  31.  There  were  but  few  reports  of  fishing; 
however,  Mr.  Canton  (from  private  water)  showed 
perch,  whilst  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez,  at  Marlow,  had 
taken  a  brace  of  jack.  A  gentleman,  previously 
proposed,  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Three 
books  were  presented  to  the  library  by  Mr.  John 
Dryden  (bringing  up  the  number  of  volumes  to  over 
100)  ;  a  vote  of  thanks  was  cordially  passed  to  the 
donor.  The  principal  business — which  may  be 
more  correctly  termed  pleasure — was  the  reading  by 
Mr.  John  Hurren,  the  hon.  curator,  of  a  most  inte- 
resting paper  on  the  piscatorial  results  of  the  past 
year,  Mr.  Hurren  incidentally  touching  upon  the 
weather,  and  giving  details  of  the  state  of  the  rivers, 
etc.,  all  this,  however,  in  relation  to  the  principal  fish 
caught,  which  were  carefully  tabulated — that  is 
to  say,  all  those  worthy  of  special  mention.  At  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Hurren's  very  entertaining  account, 
which  was  enlivened  by  several  humorous  little 
tales,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  and  appre- 
ciation was  accorded,  and  it  was  arranged  that  a 
copy  should  be  presented  to  the  library  for  future 
reference.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  Tuesday 
next,  Feb.  7,  is  the  occasion  of  a  Bohemian  concert, 
ladies  being  invited.  The  annual  meeting  is 
arranged  to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gkesham  Angling  Society. 
A  thoroughly  representative  assembly  fore- 
gathered at  the  annual  general  meeting,  presided 
over  by  Mr.  A.  J.»  Savmders,  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  for  1904  were  adopted 
imanimously.  A  substantial  balance  is  carried 
forward  to  1905,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  fishery  at  Th-^ale  has  made 
serious  demands  upon  the  income  of  the  society. 
The  president,  vice-presidents,  hon.  members,  and 
former  officers  were  unanimously  re-elected,  with 
the  exception  of  the  following  changes  :  Mr.  H. 
Davey  Turner  succeeds  Mr.  Chasteney  (retired)  as 
hon.  librarian,  and  Dr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  W.  Dick 
succeed  Messrs.  Emery  and  Maull  (retired)  on  the 
committee.  The  utmost  good  feeling  and  friendship 
was  a  marked  feature  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  were  elected  as  delegates 
to  the  Anglers'  and  Mr.  Chasteney  delegate  to  the 
Central  Associations.  The  first  meeting  of  the  new 
committee  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  seven 
prompt.  The  fishing  reports  handed  in  at  the 
ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  and  for  which  Mr. 
Saunders  remained  in  the  chair,  were  very  poor. 
Members  had  been  out,  but  very  little  success 
rewarded  their  efforts.  I  omitted  in  last  week's 
report  to  record  the  capture  by  Mr.  G.  Atkins,  of 
Aberdeen,  of  some  nice  chub  at  Theale  on  Jan.  14. — 
F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J agels  presided  over  the  penultimate  concert 
of  our  winter  series  on  Feb.  1 .  The  short  programme 
was  run  through  with  great  success,  Messrs.  Kemp- 
ton,  Watson,  Lane,  Harmes,  and  Attwood  forming 
the  mainstay  of  the  entertainment,  while  Mr.  R.  H. 
Bell  did  himself  full  justice  at  the  piano.  The  only 
reports  of  angling  submitted  were  by  Mr.  Rayner, 
who  recorded  a  fine  grayUng  of  21b.  Ifoz.,  and  Mr. 
Westrup,  who  recorded  151b.  of  roach  and  dace 
(best  roach,  lib.  8ioz.),  and  a  erayUng,  lib.  14oz. 
— G.  W. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  Stone  presided  over  a  well-attended  meeting 
on  Jan.  31.  A  considerable  amount  of  important 
business  was  dealt  with.  Mr.  A.  G.  Hill  weighed 
in  a  very  fine  show  of  roach  up  to  lib.  9ioz. — 
H.  C.  M.,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
At  Monday's  meeting  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  took  the 
chair.  The  members  heard  with  profound  regret 
of  the  fatal  accident  which  had  befallen  the  eldest 
son  of  their  esteemed  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Walker.  The  greatest  sympathy  was  expressed 
towards  the  vice-president  and  his  family  in  the 
loss  which  they  had  sustained,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
was  directed  to  convey  to  them  the  genuine  sorrow 
of  the  members  at  the  sad  news.  With  regard  to 
angling,  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman  had  a  day  at  Christ- - 
church  with  pike  and  roach.  Of  the  former  he  had 
eight  fish,  though  none  scaled  over  61b.  in  weight. 
He  also  creeled  four  dozen  good  roach.  Mr.  T.  H. 
Bacon  killed  a  pike  of  81b.  on  the  Kennet,  and  landed 
a  smaller  one,  of  4|lb.,  in  addition.  At  Uxbridge 
nothing  worth  mentioning  had  been  done,  owing  to 
the  bright  sunshine  and  low  water.  A  long  dis- 
cussion took  place  as  to  the  shortage  of  water  on 
rivtrs  generally,  and  the  causes  and  remedies  for 
such  a'  state  of  things  ;  also  in  reference  to  the 
much  debated  question  as  to  whether  grayling 
should  be  allowed  in  trout  streams.    Much  interest 


was  taken  in  both  the  subjects  discoursed  u'pon. — 
Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

Serapis  Angling  Society. 
The  above  society  held  a  smoking  concert  at  the 
Lord  Truro,  Dalston-lane,  London,  N.E.,  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  Jan.  25,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Tlie  chair 
was  occupied  by  the  president,  Mr.  W.  F.  Last. 
The  harmony  of  the  evening  was  ably  contributed  to 
by  Miss  M.  Eversleigh,  Messrs.  Henri  Clarke,  Barry, 
Barnham,  Phillips,  Poole,  H.  Holden,  P.  Munro,  A. 
Jagger,  H.  Last,  etc.  The  sum  of  £2  13s.  was 
collected  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE  SILVER  CUP 
(ANGLING  COMPETITION). 

At*  a  meeting  held  on  Dec.  12  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  there  were  present: — Messrs.  A.  J.  Jjash, 
A.  J.  Soar  (Social  Brothers)  ;  A.  Glass,  H.  Temple- 
man  (Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Ang'ers)  ;  W. 
Bristow,  T.  Warner  (Bermond?ey  Constitutional 
Piscatoiials) ;  W.  Prideaux  (unattached);  E. 
Gregory,  A.  Sherwood  (Penge  Anglers) ;  A.  Hawkins 
(Crystal  Palace  Boat  Lake);  E.  Kinman  (unat- 
tached) ;  R.  Wilson,  A.  Wilson  (unattached)  ;  C. 
Pettitt,  W.  Hase  (Silver  Trout);  W.  Freeman,  A. 
Sturgess  (Junior  Piscatorials) ;  C.  Sarasbury  (City 
of  ^  London  Piscatorials);  T.  Dunn,  R.  Young 
(Putney  Ang'ing  Society) ;  R.  Sprules,  W.  Gasson 
(Oglander  Piscatorials) ;  J.  G.  Gillson  (imattached) ; 
G.  Kendall  (Crystal  Palace  Company). 

Mr.  Charles  Pettitt  (Silver  Trout)  occupied  the 
chair. 

The  following  are  the  arrangements  made : — 

1.  The  competition  will  be  held  at  the  Ciystal 
Palace  on  Saturday,  March  25,  1905,  between  the 
hours  of  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 

2.  The  cup  will  be  fished  for  in  the  Boat  Lake. 

3.  Each  club  entitled  to  compete  shall  send  one 
member,  to  fish  on  behalf  of  the  respective  club. 

4.  Club  secretaries  are  required  to  send  the  name 
of  the  competitor  on  or  before  March  1,  1905,  to 
"  Secretary,  Angling  Competition,  Crystal  Palace." 

5.  Rods. — Two  rods  may  be  brought/  but  only 
one  used  at  the  time,  also  one  hook  at  time ;  the 
other  rod  must  be  packed  up. 

6.  Fish. — Thames  standard  size. 

7.  (Steifords.— Representatives  of  Oglander  Pisca- 
torials; Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Anglers; 
Social  Brothers;  Penge  Ang'ers;  Silver  Trout; 
and  G.  Kendall,  Crystal  Palace  Company. 

8.  Committee.  —  On  day  of  match  the  above 
stewards  will  also  act  as  a  committee  with  power  to 
settle  any  dispute  that  may  aiise. 

9.  The  steward  attending  must  bring  with  him  a 
notification  to  the  eftect  that  his  club  has  sent  him 
on  their  behalf. 

10.  Pitches. — These  will  be  placed  30ft.  apart, 
and  numbered.  Numbers  will  be  di'awn  for  on  the 
morning  of  competition. 

11.  The  meeting  decided  that  the  Crystal  Palace 
Company  should  retain  the  cup  for  seven  days 
after   the  competition. 

J.  H.  Cozens, 
General  Manager  and  Secretary,  Crystal  Palace 
Company. 


THE  TWEED  ACTS— OFFENCES 
AT  PEEBLES. 

At  Peebles  Sheriff  Court  recently,  Walter  Thor- 
burn,  William  Huish,  Robert  Alexander,  and  James 
Waugh,  Peebles,  were  convicted  of  having,  on  Jan.  1, 
by  means  of  cleeks,  taken  four  salmon  from  Manor 
water.  They  were  each  fined  (including  expenses) 
£1  2s.  7d.,  or  seven  days'  imprisonment.  Alexander 
Scott  and  Angus  Clyde,  Peebles,  were  charged  with 
having  taken  one  salmon  from  Manor  water  by 
means  of  a  wire  snare  on  Jan.  8.  The  charge  against 
Clyde  was  found  not  proven,  but  Scott  was  convicted 
and  fined  15s.,  or  five  days'  imprisonment.  John 
Greive,  jim.,  Irmerleithen,  William  Wilson,  Edin- 
burgh, were  convicted  in  absence  of  possession  of 
a  cleek  on  Manor  water  on  Jan.  7,  and  Wilson  was 
fined  £1  9s.  7d.,  or  ten  days'  imprisonment,  while 
Greive,  with  a  previous  conviction,  was  fined  £2  Is. 
7d.,  or  fourteen  days  in  gaol. — G. 


The  London  Dickens  Society  will  observe  the 
ninety-third  armiversary  of  the  novelist's  birth,  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  7,  by  placing  memorial  wreaths  on 
the  grave  in  Westminster  Abbey,  at  2  p.m.  and 
8  p.m.  Captain  Linford  Wilson,  aged  eighty-four, 
will  give  his  famous  rendering  of  the  "  Christmas 
Carol,"  assisted  by  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  in  St.  Bride's 
Institute,  Fleet-street, 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselveii  renponnihle  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MOLLUSCA  FOR  STOCKING  TROUT  WATERS 
WITH  FOOD. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  question  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  21 — namely,  can  we  supply 
suitable  niollusca  for  stocking  waters  with  natural 
fi.sh  food  by  the  bushel — I  have  pleasure  in  saying 
that  we  can,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  do  so  during 
the  present  season. 

Unfortunately,  we  seldom  get  the  chance  of  selling 
mollusca  by  the  bushel.  Most  people  who  own  or 
rent  water  seem  more  inclined  to  spend  their  money 
upon  fish  and  starve  them  to  death  than  buy  food 
for  those  they  already  have  t )  enable  them  to  reach 
a  size  worthy  of  being  called  a  sport-giving  fish. 

I  wonder  if  you  have  any  idea  what  quantity  of 
the  best  of  all  mollusca  for  this  purpose — namely, 
Limnea  peregra — it  takes  to  make  a  bushel  at 
various  times  of  their  existence.  In  experimenting 
with  these  useful  shellfish  I  took  out  these  figures 
for  my  own  information,  and  so  it  might  perhaps 
interest  some  of  your  readers.  I  will  give  them  to 
you  at  the  various  stages  : — Limnea  peregra  reared 
and  grown  in  our  own  ponds  and  gathered  in 
February  reqirired  165,760  to  the  bushel  of  561b.  ; 
the  same  pond  at  the  end  of  April  (which  is  the 
best  time  for  introdu^ng  them  to  other  waters) 
yielded  shells  that  only  required  147,840  to  the 
bushel  ;  and  when  wo  finished  sending  out  at  the 
end  of  August  the  number  was  only  116,480  to 
the  bushel.  These  figures  were  taken  from  last 
season's  hatch,  and  were  reared  in  spec  ially  prepared 
ponds  and  artifir  ially  fed. 

The  above-mentioned  mollusc  is  by  far  the  best  of 
all  the  Cephalia  or  imivalve  class  of  shellfish  for 
natural  food  for  Salmonidce.  It  does  well  in  almost 
any  class  of  water  and  multiplies  very  rapidly — in 
fact,  it  has  been  known  to  yield  as  many  as  1 300  eggs 
during  one  breeding  season.  Personally,  I  should  say 
from  my  own  observation  that  the  average  would  not 
work  out  at  more  than  half  that  quantity,  and  of 
these  not  more  than  500  would  reach  the  spawning 
stage  ;  but  with  this  average,  under  favourable 
circumstances  in  regard  to  food  and  reproducing 
ground,  which  every  river  and  lake  can  be  made  to 
supply,  if  not  already  there,  the  question  of  pro- 
viding a  lasting  and  staple  food  in  our  waters  for 
the  trout  lays  very  much  in  the  hands  of  riparian 
owners  and  lessees,  and  is  only  one  of  £  s.  d.,  and 
not  lack  of  material  or  difficulty  of  accomplishing 
as  many  suppose. 

There  is  another  variety  called  Ovata,  which  is 
very  often  called  peregra,  and  which  in  my  opinion 
is  almost  as  good  as  a  food  for  trout — in  fact,  I  see 
little  difference  between  this  and  the  typical  form 
except  that  the  body  is  of  a  slightly  paler  colour 
and  the  whorls  more  convex.  Its  only  fault  in  my 
estimation  is  that  it  appears  to  grow  much  larger 
than  the  true  peregra,  and  although  the  shell  of 
Ovata  is  somewhat  thuiner  than  peregra  the  fish 
do  not  appear  to  relish  it  in  its  mature  stage  in  the 
same  way  as  they  do  peregra,  and  in  the  many 
investigations  I  have  made  where  both  these 
varieties  were  plentiful  I  have  invariably  found  that 
peregra  exceeded  the  other  variety  by  quite  three 
to  one  of  those  found  in  the  fish. 

There  are  many  more  varieties.  We  have  grown 
the  one  called  Bumetti,  and  also  a  dwarf  variety 
of  Lacustris,  but  they  do  not  meet  with  much 
favour  here,  the  shell  of  the  former  being  much 
more  solid  than  the  true  tj^e,  and  the  latter 
resembles  Burnetti  in  every  way  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  except  that  the  colour  is  much  darker  and 
they  are  rather  smaller.  There  are  ten  or  a  dozen 
varieties  or  sports  from  the  true  peregra  (or  as  it  is 
sometimes  called  the  "  Wandering  Mollusc  "),  but  I 
think  if  our  rivers  and  lakes  were  well  stocked  w  ith 
peregra  the  remaining  dozen  or  so  varieties  could 
be  safely  left  for  aquarium  purposes. 

There  is  another  variety  of  mollusc  which  is  very 
often  mistaken  for  peregra  called  Succinea  putris, 
and  although  somewhat  resembling  it  in  outward 
appearance  is  no  use  as  a  fish  food.  The  shell  is 
nearly  transparent  and  of  a  glossy  amber  colour 
with  a  tinge  of  pink  at  the  apex.  It  is  really  one 
of  the  terrestrial  molluscs,  but  is  generally  found  in 
bog  or  marshy  places  on  the  stalks  of  the  yellow 
flag,  butomus,  and  other  subaquaties,  and  although 
I  believe  classed  among  the  terrestrial  it  can  and 
does  live  for  some  time  submerged,  and  I  think 
that  this  often  accoimts  for  its  being  mistaken  for 
peregra. 

No  doubt  trout  do  feed  upon  several  other 
molluscs.  I  have  found  varieties  of  Bythinia, 
Paludina,  Planorbis.  and  several  other  Limnea  in 
the  intestines  of  trout,  but  not  in  any  quantity. 

There  is  a  small  bivalve,  called  Sphoerium  corneum, 
that  trout  are  very  fond  of,  and  I  think  that  next 


86 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Febrtjart  4,  1905 


to  peregra  it  is  the  most  useful  as  a  fish  food.  It 
does  not  multiply  so  fast,  and  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  gather,  it  not  floating  so  readily  as  peregra.  This 
makes  it  somewhat  more  expensive.  The  best 
time  to  introduce  these  small  bivalves  is  diu-ing 
July  and  August. 

The  question  of  providing  food  and  reproducing 
ground  for  mollusca  and  all  other  natural  fish  food 
in  the  form  of  suitable  vegetation  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  owners  of  rivers,  lakes,  etc.    At  the 
same  time  I  believe  vegetation  has  caused  more 
trouble  and  annoyance  to  the  angler  than  anything 
else  connected  with  his  sport.    In  many  cases  the 
nuisance  arising  from  a  superabundance  of  prac- 
tically useless  vegetation,  so  far  as  the  purpose 
required  of  them  is  concerned,  cannot  be  traced  to 
the  planting  of  any  individual,  and  is  no  doubt  due 
to  atmospheric  influences  and  the  distribution  of 
seeds  by  birds.     Yet  in  many  cases  which  have 
come  imder  my  observation  where  vegetation  was 
only  required  to  provide  food,  shelter,  and  the  other 
uses  it  can  be  put  to  in  furthering  sport,  and  where 
two    perfectly    innocuous    varieties    would  have 
answered  all  purposes,  I  have  seen  the  wholesale 
planting  of  a  lot  of  rank  growing  and  almost  useless 
varieties  of  aquatics  so  far  as  food  producing  is 
concerned,  by  individuals  who  have  never  given 
any  careful  thought  to  the  subject,  with  the  result 
that,  instead  of  vegetation  being  both  ornamental 
and  useful  in  furthering  sport,  it  was  nothing  but  a 
nuisance  and  expense,  to  the  proprietor.    For  pro- 
viding food  and  reproducing  ground  for  mollusca  I 
would  oniy  advise  planting  two,  or  at  most  three, 
varieties  of  aquatic  plants,  and  would  guarantee 
that  they  would  not,  if  properly  planted,  interfere 
m  any  way  with  the  angler's  sport,  yet  would  add 
to  the  beauty  of  the  water,  and  are  by  far  the  best 
varieties  for  the  production  of  food.    I  refer  to  the 
plants  Littorella  lacustris,  Fontinalis  antipyretica, 
and  Nymphaa  alha,  or  variety  ;   with  these  three 
varieties  no  more  are  needed  for  the  successful 
growth  of  mollusca — a  few  pieces  of  ojd  waterlogged 
and  partly  decayed  wood  here  and  there  in  the 
stream  or  pond  is  advantageous  but  not  absolutely 
necessary. 

In  regard  to  subaquatics  there  can  be  many  more 
varieties  used  with  perfect  safety  ;  in  fact,  I  find 
that  what  is  most  suitable  for  growing  mollusca  is 
not  the  most  prolific  in  producing  other  varieties  of 
fish  food,  and  in  regard  to  the  larvae  of  flies,  f  beetles, 
and  other  insects,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 'to  have 
some  knowledge  of  their  habits,  and  plant  according 
to  the  requirements,  if  the  best  results  are  wished 
for. 

Further,  the  vegetation  that  is  mOst  suitable  for 
providing  food  for  mature  fish  is  not  by  a  long  way 
the  best  for  providing  food  for  fry  and  small  fish 
and,  in  my  opinion,  this  opens  out  the  most  im- 
portant question  relating  to  the  future  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  our  British  inland  fisheries,  both  salmon 
and  trout,  and  the  old  adage  of  "  taking  care  of  the 
peimies  and  the  pounds  will  take  care  of  themselves  " 
can  be  transposed  into  "  take  care  of  your  fry  and 
your  larger  fish  will  take  care  of  themselves/'  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  primary  cause  of 
the  unproductiveness  of  many  of  our  rivers.  Only 
last  week,  during  a  conversation  I  had  with  a  north 
country  fishery  board  official,  he  told  me  the  fish  in 
the  river  had  spawned  very  early  this  season,  and 
that  he  thought  it  favoured  well  for  the  coming  years 
This  may  be  so,  so  far  as  the  parent  fish  are  con- 
cerned ;  but  what  about  the  fry  if  provision  for 
their  sustenance  is  not  looked  after  ?  I  question  if 
one  quarter  the  number  will  reach  maturity  that 
would  have  done  had  they  been  hatched  two  months 
later,  and  this  owing  to  the  lack  of  food,  which 
could  without  doubt  be  much  improved  in  most 
rivers. — Yours  truly,  H.  Speeckley,  Manager. 
The  Solway  Fishery, 
Dumfries. 


on  for  hours  at  a  time,  and  what  a  litter  bestrewed 
the  floor — packets  of  Brazil  wood  dust,  madder, 
logwood,  fustic,  turmeric,  indigo  dissolved  in  "  oil 
of  vitriol  "  (sulphuric  acid),  "  spirits  of  tin  " 
(muriatic  acid),  and  a  host  of  other  concomitants 
lay  about.  But  now  and  for  a  number  of  years  past 
this  has  all  been  changed,  and  I  think  that  except 
for  one  colour  and  its  shades  all  we  require  are  the 
neat,  modest  little  packets,  sold  at  one  penny  each, 
of  patent  dyes — notably  Crawshaw's — supplied  by 
most  chemists,  and  which  are  ample  in  quantity  for 
the  tyro  to  set  to  work  with. 

A  very  handy  and  useful  utensil  for  preparing  the 
dyes  in  is  an  enamelled  saucepan,  one  holding  half  a 
pint  being  a  convenient  size,  and  a  spirit  lamp  is  also 
a  very  convenient  adjunct  for  simmering  the  dyes 
over,  especially  in  the  summer  time. 

Tie  the  hackles  up  in  small  bunches,  and  I  prefer 
not  to  have  more  than  half-a-dozen  in  each  bunch, 
for  I  think  that  the  dye  penetrates  quicker  and 
better  than  if  the  usual  number  of  a  dozen  is  used, 
and  they  also  dry  quicker.    Put  somewhere  about 
2drms.  of  carbonate  of  potash  into  a  bowl  holding 
about  one  pint  of  cold  water,  and  let  the  hackles 
steep  therein.    If  you  are  in  a  hurry  for  them  rub 
them  well  together  in  the  water,  and  thoroughly 
wash  all  dirt  and  natural  grease  out  of  them.  A 
good  plan  is  to  put  them  to  steep  the  night  before 
they  are  wanted  for  dyeing,  and  they  will  be  found 
quite   fit   for  handling  by  morning.    I  am  aware 
that  washing  soda  or  common  soap  will  cleanse 
feathers  sufficiently  well  for  dyeing,  but  having  used 
carbonate  of  potash  exclusively  for  many  years,  I  am 
perhaps  prejudiced  in  its  favour,  and  its  efficacy  will 
speak  for  itself.    Then  well  wash  the  hackles  in  clean 
water,  and  put  them  to  simmer  for  some  ten  minutes 
in  a  strong  decoction  of  alum  and  water.  This 
decoction,  or  if  we  want  to  use  pretty  words,  call  it 
the  I'  mordant  bath,"  should  be  made  as  strong  as 
possible,  and  I  think  as  much  alum  may  be  used  as 
the  water  will  take  up  without  fear  of  burning  the 
hackles — not  a  bad  Hibernianism  that,  of  burning 
hackles  during  the  process  of  boiling  them  ! — but 
it  means  rendering  them  brittle  by  applying  too 
much  alum  in  the  water  ;  and  yet  feathers  may  get 
burned  when  being  dyed,   if  they  are  allowed  to 
touch  the  sides  of  the  pan  above  the  water-line,  and 
it  is  as  well  to  keep  stirring  them  with  a  bit  of  clean 
stick  when  in  both  the  alum  and  dye  baths. 

Bring  some  water  to  the  boil  in  a  quite  clean 
enamelled  saucepan,  and  shake  in,  say,  half  of  one 
Crawshaw's  penny  packets  of  what  colour  you 
choose,  put  one  feather  into  the  dye,  which  keep 
simmering  ;  stir  it  about  for  two  or  three  minutes 
(watch  in  hand),  pick  it  out,  wash  in  cold  water,  dry 
it,  and  hold  it  up  to  the  light,  and  see  if  it  is  the  shade 
you  want.  If  not  deep  or  dark  enough  in  with  it 
again  for  another  two  or  three  minutes,  and  if  you 
are  still  wanting  in  depth  of  colour  tumble  in  the 
remainder  of  the  packet  of  dye,  and  start  withfa 
fresh  feather,  keeping  note  as  before  of  the  length 
of  time  it  is  being  stewed.  Having  satisfied  your- 
self with  the  one  feather  you  can  now  put  in  your 
several  bunches,  and  feel  assured  that  they  will  come 
out  as  you  desire. 

Now  fire  away,  my  tyros,  and  see  if  you  can 
hit  the  mark  up  to  this  distance,  and  in  the  mean 
time  I  will  be  thinking  of  some  more  hints  for  you.— 
Yours  truly,  Ichabod! 


the  photograph  you  possess— stamp  it  as  a  specimen 
that  one  could  not  with  confidence  swear  to  be  either 
a  true  roach  or  a  true  rudd. — Yours  truly, 
A.  Edward  Hobbs, 

Hon.  Sec.  Henley  Fisheries 

Preservation  Association, 

APPEAL  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  YARE  AND 
BURE  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society,  of  which  I  am  president  for 
the  current  year,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  income  of  the  society,  caused  by  the 
falling-off  of  subscriptions,  has  necessitated  their 
reducing  their  staff  of  watchers.  In  consequence, 
there  is  reason  to  fear  a  renewal  of  netting  and 
poaching,  which,  if  not  checked,  will  destroy  one  of 
the  chief  attractions  of  East  Norfolk  to  visitors. 

If  only  a  tithe  of  those  directly  and  indirectly 
interested  in  maintaining  the  popularity  of  the 
Broad  District  (which  is  of  considerable  financial 
value)  would  subscribe  the  yearly  sum  of  5s.  to  the 
society,  there  would  be  ample  funds  available  for 
the  protection  of  the  rivers  against  illegal  destruc- 
tion of  fish.  I  would  therefore  invite  you  to  become 
a  member  of  the  society,  or,  if  you  are  already  such, 
ask  you  to  endeavour  to  induce  your  friends  to 
join  it.  But  for  the  efforts  of  the  society  in  the  past 
there  would  be  no  fish  in  the  rivers  worth  the  trouble 
of  fishing  for,  and  the  Broads  connected  with  the 
rivers  would  have  correspondingly  suffered. 

My  appeal  cannot  be  made  to  the  thousands  of 
the  poorer  anglers  who  find  recreation  on  the 
Norfolk  rivers,  because  they  cannot  individually 
afford  even  so  small  a  subscription  of  membership  ; 
and  it  cannot  reach  the  legion  of  visiting  anglers 
except  through  the  medium  of  the  Press.  It  is 
specifically  addressed,  therefore,  to  those  believed 
to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  object,  and  to  those  who 
recognise  the  valuable  nature  of  the  asset  which  East 
Norfolk  possesses  in  its  public  rivers. 

If  you  are  able  to  assist  me  in  restoring  the  Yare 
and  Bure  Preservation  Society  to  its  former  useful 
status,  any  subscriptions  or  donations  may  be 
addressed  to  me  or  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd, 
London-street,  Norwich,  who  will  duly  acknowledge 
the  same.— Yours  truly, 

G.  Christopher  Da  vies. 
11,  Prince  of  Wales'-road,  Norwich. 

[I  have  referred  to  this  matter  in  an  "  Occasional 
Note." — Ed.] 


THEJ  3LB.  4oz.  MARLOW  ROACH. 


[I  am  glad  to  fmd  that  Mr.  Spreckley  can  supply 
fresh- water  snails,  etc.,  in  large  quantities.  To 
have  a  chance  of  establishing  themselves  they  must 
be  put  in  in  large  quantities  for  a  year  or  two.  The 
food  supply  is  the  most  important  item  in  success- 
ful stocking  of  waters— river  or  lake — and  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  every  year  more  attention  is  given  to 
it. — Ed.] 


ON  DYEING  FEATHERS.  ETC.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  ask  my  readers  to  discredit 
me  %vith  any  intention  of  attempting  to  introduce 
chemistry  or  any  other  science  into  these  remarks, 
for  though  doubtless  a  scientist  would  have  all  the 
advantages  of  the  knowledge  pertaining  to  his 
position,  in  the  fii'st  place  I  am  not  one,  and  in  the 
second  such  knowledge  is  not  requisite  for  our  "simple 
operations,  the  good  old  rule  of  thumb  being  quite 
sufficient  for  all  we  want. 

In  days  gone  by,  before  the  invention  of  the  patent 
dyes,  what  messing  and  stewing  and  boilings  went 


Dear  Sir, — Having  handled  large  numbers  of 
roach  and  rudd,  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  say  imme- 
diately on  seeing  the  above  fish,  "  That  is  a  roach," 
or  "  That  is  not  a  roach,"  but  must  confess  that 
a  feeling  of  perplexity  at  once  possessed  me  iiistead 
of  the  certainty  I  hoped  to  express.  The  dorsal  fin 
is  too  far  to  the  rear  to  accurately  represent  that 
feature  of  a  true  roach  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  not  sufficiently  near  the  tail  to  accurately  repre- 
sent the  same  feature  of  a  true  rudd.  It  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  correctly  gauge  the  relative  positions,  as 
they  existed  in  hfe,  in  the  hps  of  a  mom  ted  fish  of 
this  kind,  owing  to  shrinkage,  etc.,  but  the  lower  lip 
of  this  specimen  is  slightly  in  advance  of  the  upper. 
That  portion  of  the  fish  between  the  dorsal  fin  and 
the  nose  is  too  fiat  for  a  true  rudd,  and  the  corre- 
sponding length  of  fish  between  the  ventral  fins 
and  the  nose  more  favours  a  rudd  than  a  roach.  The 
general  proportions  of  the  fish  are  distinctly  more 
roachy  than  ruddy.  The  scales  on  lateral  fine 
number  forty-one;  the  rays  of  dorsal  fin  number 
twelve  ;  pectoral,  fourteen  ;  ventral,  nine  ;  anal, 
nine  ;  and  caudal,  twenty-three  to  twenty -four. 

I  have  compared  these  figures  with  several  refe- 
rence books,  and  find  discrepancies  Of  a  minor  natiu-e 
in  some  instances,  but  need  not  detail  them,  as  those 
who  are  sufficiently  interested  will  no  doubt  compare 
for  themselves.  The  teeth  are  not  available.  I  can 
see  nothing  of  the  bream  or  carp  in  this  fish,  and  I 
think  you  may  agree  with  me  that  the  details  I  give 
— which  will  no  doubt  be  materially  confirmed  by 


THAMES  RECORD  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  Mr. 
N.  Langley's  inquiry  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  28  re  Thames  record  fish,  he  will  find  in  the 
issues  of  your  excellent  periodical  for  March  31 
1900,  April  6,  1901,  April  26,  1902,  April  4,  1903, 
April  16,  1904,  records  of  the  large  trout,  pike,  perch, 
chub,  bream,  carp,  barbel,  roach,  etc.,  captured 
during  these  and  previous  years  by  anglers  in  the 
Thames  and  the  other  rivers  and  lakes  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  record  for  1904-5  will  be  published 
at  the  end  of  March  next. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine. 


AVON  RECORDS  WANTED. 


Dear  Sir, — ^I  am  venturing  to  trespass  upon  your 
good  nature  and  ask  you  if  you  would  be  so  very 
kind  as  to  tell  me  where  I  should  be  Hkely  to  obtain 
particulars  of  the  record  salmon  and  pike  for  the 
rivers  Avon  (Hants)  and  Test — Yours  truly, 

G.  T.  Lyxe. 


A  LEGAL  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Is  there  any  Act  of  Parliament  or 
bye-law  whereby  a  person  can  be  proceeded  against, 
for  fishing  for  coarse  fish  in  close  season  in  a  riuming 
stream,  either  club  water  or  not  ? — Yours  truly, 
W.  T.  F.  Birmingham! 

[The  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  was  passed  to 
protect  coarse  fish,  but  it  applies  only  to  public 
waters.  Owners  of  private  waters  can  give  per- 
mission to  fish  for  coarse  fish,  and  can  prosecute  for 
trespass,  and  so  can  a  club  if  it  has  the  fishing  rights. 
It  would  not  do  to  prosecute  merely  for  fishing  in 
private  water  for  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season, 
as  the  Act  does  not  apply  to  private  waters.  Of 
course,  most  clubs  and  anglers  wisely  keep  proper 
fence  months. — Ed.] 

PIKE-FISHING  NEAR  MANCHESTER 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  yo\ir  readers  write  me, 
or  in  your  next  issue,  giving  information  as  to  good 
pike-fishing  near  Manchester  ?  I  hope  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood  in  mid-February.  I  should  be  grate- 
ful to  know  of  private  water  where  permission  ia 
required. — Yours  truly,  Revd.  C. 

3,  Trinity-road,  Scarborough. 
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Jommunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  shoxild  be 
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Terms  of  Subscription. 

rHE  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishing  Gazette  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


'    An  "International  Angling  Competition." 

M.  Ph.  Linet,  editor  of  the  French  angling 
journal  Le  Pecheur,  asks  me  to  publish  the  following 
10 te  : — 

"  The  French  angling  journal,  Le  Pecheur,  the 
official  organ  of  the  disciples  across  the  Channel  of 
[zaak  Walton,  jointly  with  some  of  the  Parisian 
iournals,  is  showing  the  entente  cordiale  by  organising 
Krhat  should  be  an  interesting  international  angling 
jompetition  in  the  large  and  beautiful  private  lakes 
jf  the  Saussay  Isle,  at  Ballancourt,  near  Paris, 
ivhich  have  kindly  been  placed  by  the  proprietor 
it  the  service  of  the  editor  of  Le  Pecheur  for  Easter 
Monday,  April  24.  Prizes  to  the  amount  of  £60 
[1500  francs)  will  be  distributed  amongst  the  com- 
petitors. There  will  be  an  entry  fee  of  8s.  (ten 
francs),  which  will  also  defray  the  travelling  expenses 
from  Paris  to  Ballancourt  and  back,  as  well  as  a 
uncheon  to  competitors,  the  number  of  whom  is 
limited  to  300.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained 
Prom  the  Editor  of  Le  Pecheur,  10,  Rue  des  Beaux 
Arts,  Paris." 


The  Fund  for  Restocking  Metropolitan  Waters. 

Mr.  Philip  Geen,  in  sending  a  cheque  for  £2, 
writes  : — 

"  Dear  SIe.  Mabston, — Need  I  say  I  am  pleased 
that  you  have  given  expression  to  your  willingness 
to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  fund  for  restocking 
the  Metropolitan  waters.  The  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany have  generously  sent  me  a  cheque  for  £10  to 
help  in  the  work  of  restocking  the  Lea  and  Stort. 
I  gladly  send  you  a  donation,  which  you  will  find 
enclosed." 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
acknowledging  other  subscriptions.  Mr.  Geen  has 
been  very  successful  at  Fortingall,  getting  nineteen 
large  salmon  in  sixteen  days,  and  his  son,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  jun.,  has  had  four  nice  fish — in  fact, 
between  them,  they  have  had  all  but  five  of  the  fish 
killed  in  the  hotel  water  in  the  period. 

"  Why  do  Trout  sometimes  Not  Rise  to  the 
Artificial  Fly?" 

This  question,  this  very  interesting  question,  is 
the  title  of  a  paper  which  Dr.  W.  L.  Reid,  of  Glasgow, 
read  recently  to  a  large  gathering  of  fly  fishers.  The 


Doctor's  remarks  were  listened  to  with  great  interest, 
and  I  feel  sure  they  will  be  read  with  great  pleasure 
by  the  far  larger  audience,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  our 
Fishing  Gazette  ciic\&  of  readers,  which  extends  round 
the  world. 

Personally,  I  think  that  the  reason  why  trout 
sometimes  do  not  rise  to  the  artificial  fly  is  one  of 
those  mysteries  which,  as  Don  Quixote  remarks,  is 
"  not  to  be  too  narrowly  inquired  into."  One  thing 
is  quite  certain  :  if  trout  were  not  capricious  they 
would  lose  most  of  their  charm.  Who  would  care 
always  to  catch  all  the  trout  he  tried  for  ?  Dr. 
Reid's  paper  contains  much  captivating  speculation. 

Mr.  Ramsbottom's  Report  of  New  Fishing  Gut. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  noticing  Mr.  Rams- 
bottom's report  of  the  new  gut  season  that  it  can 
be  had  post  free  by  writing  to  him  to  81,  Market- 
street,  Manchester. 

Mr.  Murton's  Sale. 

The  annual  stocktaking  and  general  clearance 
sale  of  fishing  rods  and  tackle  of  Mr.  Murton,  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  is  always  worth  the  attention  of 
anglers. 


I  told  a  friend  I  was  going  pike  fishing,  and  he 
sent  the  above,  only  I  want  to  get  one  over  26TVlb.3 

How  Dr.  Heintz  Lost  the  Record  Huchen. 

Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  who  is  one  of  the  best  all-roimd 
anglers  I  ever  met,  sends  me  an  interesting  account 
of  his  fight  with  a  great  huchen.  My  translation 
does  not  do  justice  to  his  lively  narration,  but  if 
there  are  any  errors  I  hope  the  doctor  wQl  correct 
them :- — 

"  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  find  you  had  done  me 
the  honour  to  make  a  special  '  Note  '  about  my 
misfortune  in  connection  with  the  record  huchen ; 
if  I  had  had  any  idea  that  you  were  going  to  do 
so,  I  would  have  sent  you  more  details,  for  it  was 
in  many  respects  an  interesting  experience. 

"  It  was  on  the  evening  of  Jarf.  12  last,  daylight 
was  already  waning,  when  I  foimd  myself  in  my 
boat  on  the  river  Inn  in  an  '  exquisite  '  place  for 
huchen.  The  river  at  this  point,  from  150  to  200 
yards  in  width,  was  broken  in  the  middle  by  a  row 
of  broad  rocks,  which  rise  to  within  a  foot  or  two  of 
the  surface.  Between  these  banks  of  stone  there 
are  holes  some  fifteen  feet  deep  and  a  hundred  yards 
in  width  and  length,  through  which  the  stream 
flows  with  terrific  force,  an  ideal  haimt  for  big 
huchen.  In  spinning  over  one  of  these  places  I 
felt  a  sudden  stop,  and  thought  I  had  hooked 
a  rock,  but  soon  found  it  was  a  powerful  fish,  which 
at  first  attempted  to  shake  out  the  hooks  in  short 
jerks  without  taking  a  yard  of  line  off  the  reel.  I 
pulled  on  him  down  stream,  and  gave  my  boatman 
directions  to  pake  for  the  bank.  But  it  proved 
impossible  to  move  the  fish  a  yard  from  the  place, 
so  we  rowed  back  towards  him  while  I  wound  up 
my  line  ;  I  then  got  a  glimpse  of  him,  or,  rather, 
his  shadow,  which  seemed  to  b#  about  two  yards 
in  length.  But  all  efforts  to  draw  him  towards  the 
bank  proved  quite  futile,  budge  he  would  not, 
further  than  to  make  continual  short  jerky  tearing 
movements  which  kept  my  rod  top  in  constant 
motion.  After  five  minutes  of  these  tactics,  during 
which  the  fish  seemed  absolutely  indifferent  to  any 
pressure  I  could  put  on  him,  he  began  to  let  himself 
drop  down  very  slowly  with  the  stream,  and  so 
we  followed  him  in  the  boat,  dropping  down  with 
him,  gradually  getting  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
dangerous  sunken  bed  of  rocks.  My  fear  was  the 
fish  would  make  for  them  and  cut  the  line.  I  there- 
fore put  on  all  the  pressure  I  dared,  my  strong 


hickory  rod  bending  almost  to  the  breaking  point 
all  the  time,  but  all  in  vain— the  fish  remained 
insensible,  just  as  if  it  had  no  feeling,  except  forthft 
endless  shaking  and  short  strong  jerks,  so  strong 
at  times  that  standing  up  in  the  boat  as  I  was, 
I  had  all  I  could  do  to  keep  my  balance.  At  last, 
at  the  end  of  those  fateful  six  minutes,  for  I  had 
noted  the  time  when  I  hooked  him,  my  Pennell- 
Bromley  spinning  tackle  came  away,  quite  uninjured 
though  rn.inu.s  the  bait,  although  the  fish  had  made 
no  special  effort  for  freedom.  f" 

"  A  similar  experience  to  this  1  had  never  had 
before,  although  I  have  played  huchen  of  from 
401b.  to  501b.  I  never  before  had  hold  of  a 
fish  which  so  doggedly  and  persistently  refused  to 
respond  to  my  efforts  to  raise  him  or  lead  him. 
There  are,  of  course,  horses  so  stiff-necked  that  a 
rider  can  do  nothing  with  them,  but  I  never  before 
had  such  an  experience  of  stubborn  contempt  for 
all  I  could  do  with  a  fish.  I  should  be  much  inter- 
ested to  know  if  your  anglers  ever  have  similar 
experiences  with  big  salmon  or  pike.  Next  morning 
I  fished  that  spot  again  thoroughly  (griindlich),  and 
tried  live  bait,  but  in  vain." 

Dr.  Heintz  estimated  this  huchen  at  more  than 
601b.  and  perhaps  over  701b.  I  can  assure  him  that 
it  is  not  a  very  uncommon  experience  to  find  a 
salmon  sulk  in  this  way — especially  in  the  case  of 
heavy  autumn  fish— and  most  salmon  anglers  have 
had  somewhat  similar  experiences.  When  I  can, 
find  time  I  must  give  our  anglers  a  description  of 
Dr.  Heintz's  tackle  and  methods  of  fishing  for 
huchen  from  his  admirable  book.  One  way  to 
make  a  "  sulky  "  fish  run  is  to  stone  it  judiciously, 
which  answers  at  times,  and  the  doctor  might  keep 
a  few  in  his  boat  for  use  when  he  next  gets  hold  of 
that  monster  of  the  Inn — it  must  have  been  the 
landlord  ! 

Marked  Fish. 

The  Christian  World  of  Jan.  5  reports  that  "  two 
marked  fish  have  been  taken  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 
One  had  grown  an  inch  since  August."  If  anyone 
can  give  details  I  should  be  obliged  ;  indeed,  shall 
always  be  glad  to  have  fuU  particulars  of  marked 
fish  released  and  re-caught. 

Not  the  Author  of  "The  Moor  and  the  Loch." 

Mr.  Robert  Gait  writes  : — 

"  In  Fishing  Gazette  of  to-day's  date  (Jan.  28), 
re  '  Fishing  on  the  Test,'  page  57,  you  state  Mr. 
St.  John  was  doubtless  the  author  of  '  Moor  and 
the  Loch.' 

"  St.  John  wrote  some  splendid  books,  '  Wild 
Sports  in  the  Highlands,'  etc.,  but  Colquhoun  was 
author  of  '  Moor  and  the  Loch.'  It  is  very  easy  to 
make  these  little  slips." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Gait  for  pointing  out  my 
slip.  C.  W.  G.  St.  John  was,  as  he  says,  the  author 
of  some  good  books  on  sport  and  natural  history. 
The  Bib.  Piscatoria  says  he  was  the  grandson  of 
Frederick,  second  Viscoxmt  Bolingbroke,  was  bom 
Dec.  3,  1809,  and  died  at  Woolston,  July  12,  1856. 
I  should  much  like  to  get  his  portrait,  as  well  as 
those  of  Lord  Glentworth  and  John  Colquhoun,  and 
if  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  assist  me 
to  do  so  I  shall  be  much  obliged. 

A  Nice  Brace  of  Yorkshire  Pike. 

Fishing  at  Kirkham  on  Feb.  2,  Mr.  F.  Washing, 
of  York,  caught  a  nice  brace  of  pike  on  spinning 
tackle  ;  one  fish  weighed  14;^lb.  and  one  18:Jlb. 

"  Salmon  "  Poaching  on  the  Coquet. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  from  the  Morpeth  Herald  of 
Feb.  4  that  the  meeting  of  the  Coquet  Conservancy 
Board  at  Alnwick  revealed,  from  the  water  bailiffs' 
reports,  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition  of  afl'ahs. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  it  was  stated  that 
the  spawTiing  season  had  been  a  rough  one,  because 
of  there  having  been  a  great  deal  of  poaching  carried 
on,  and  by  organised  gangs  of  men  numbering 
sometimes  from  thirty  to  forty.  Against  such  odds 
it  may  be  rightly  surmised  that  the  small  staff  of 
water  bailiffs  employed  by  the  Coquet  Conservancy 
Board  and  the  Federation  were  unable  to  cope  and 
use  justifiable  discretion.  The  bailiffs  were,  however, 
successful  in  obtaining  convictions  against  si.-?: 
poachers  and  impounding  fifteen  nets.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  poaching  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  so  much  practised,  nevertheless  three  persons 
were  convicted  for  the  offence,  and  one  for  snatching. 
As  a  result  of  a  discussion  which  followed,  the  Board 
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elected  a  committee  of  inquiry  to  secure  an  improved 
condition  in  the  watching  of  the  river. 

"  Salmon  "  Disease  on  the  Coquet. 
According  to  the  bailiffs'  statements,  the  fungus 
disease  has  been  prevalent  amongst  the  salmon  in  the 
Coquet.  During  the  season  in  the  lower  reaches 
500  diseased  fish  have  been  taken  out,  and  one  in 
the  upper  reaches.  The  disease  has  also  extended 
to  the  yellow  trout,  about  a  himdred  having  been 
found  infected.  It  was  suggested  that  a  free  pass 
for  the  fish  to  the  upper  reaches  would  effect  a 
remedy,  and  after  some  discussion,  it  was  agreed  to 
ask  an  expert  to  examine  the  passes  and  advise  the 
Board  thereon. 

"  Would  All  Snatch  if  they  got  the  Chance." 

The  subject  of  increasing  the  fees  for  rod  and  line 
fishing  for  salmon  in  the  Coquet  was  also  discussed 
at  the  Conservancy  Board  meeting.  It  was  urged 
that  an  increase  of  the  salmon  duty  for  fishing 
would  be  felt  very  much  by  the  working  class 
anglers,  and  the  result  would  be  an  increase  in 
poaching,  but  to  let  the  licences  remain  as  they  were 
might  be  the  means  of  enlisting  the  holders  as 
watchers  for  their  own  interests.  Against  this  it 
was  argued  that  this  class  of  angler  would  all 
"  snatch  "  a  bit  if  they  got  the  chance,  and  further 
that  the  Coquet  was  one  of  the  cheapest  licensed 
rivers  in  the  kingdom.  Being  now  stocked  with 
real  salmon,  and  they  were  going  to  extend  their 
protection  of  the  river,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
licences  should  be  increased.  It  was  decided  that 
a  committee  inquire  into  the  subject  and  report 
before  discussing  the  matter  further. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  the  Herald  takes  it  for  granted 
that  the  fish  poached  and  killed  by  disease  and 
tsnatched  in  the  Coquet  are  "  real  salmon."  I  am 
told  on  very  good  authority  that  these  so-called 
salmon  are  nowt  but  our  old  friends  the  Coquet 
buU- trout  kelts.  What  are  the  real  facts  ?  Nobody 
seems  to  know.  Lots  of  people  call  every  large 
silvery  fish  a  salmon  ! 

Estate  with  Fishing  to  Let. 

Messrs.  Farebrother,  Ellis  &  Co.,  of  29,  Fleet- 
street,  will  send  particulars  of  the  small  sporting 
estate  with  trout  fishing  on  the  Test  which  they 
have  to  let  to  anyone  looking  out  for  such  a  place. 

Salmon  in  the  Trent. 

I  fear  the  reports  of  return  of  salmon  to  the 
Trent  in  inconsiderable  numbers  is  too  good  to  be 
true.    A  friend  who  knows  the  river  well  says: — 

"  I  never  knew  salmon  fishing  on  the  Trent  to 
begin  before  April,  that  is,  on  the  Shardiloes  and 
King's  Mills  lengths,  consequently  I  doubt  there 
having  been  any  run  of  fresh  fish  since  Christmas. 
I  hear  there  have  been  sundry  kelts  seen  in  the 
river,  and  probably  therefore  '  down-goers '  have 
been  mistaken  for  'up-comers.'  I  fear  the  Trent's 
day  as  a  salmon  river  has  gone." 


Eden  Salmon  said  to  be  on  Sale  in  Newcastle. 

"Whist,"  in  the  Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle  for 
Feb.  3,  comments  upon  the  large  quantity  of  fine 
Eden  salmon  at  present  on  sale  in  Newcastle  fish- 
shops,  but  he  does  not  explain  how  he  knows  that 
they  are  Eden  fish  ;  they  must  be  poached  if  they 
are,  for  the  Eden  did  not  open  until  Feb.  10  for 
nets,  and  Feb.  15  for  rods.  Here  is  "  Whist's " 
note : — 

"  Never  before  have  I  seen,  at  the  beginning  of 
February,  a  show  of  north-coimtry  salmon  equal  to 
what  is  now  to  be  seen  in  the  shop  of  the  Messrs. 
Philips  at  Barras  Bridge.  Truly,  they  are  hand- 
some fish ;  and  all  from  the  Eden  in  Cumberland. 
There  was  a  time  when  we  used  to  get  plenty  of 
salmon  from  the  Tyne  early  in  February.  But  that 
was  a  long,  long  time  ago." 

The  St.  James's  Park  Milkmaids. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Dyer,  of  Richmond  Hill,  sends  me 
another  proof  of  Walton's  prescience  : — 

"Dear  Sib, — It  seems  abundantly  clear  that 
Izaak  Walton  foresaw  what  was  to  happen  to  the 
descendants  of  Maudlin : 

"The    mother  -  milkwoman    apostrophises  Sir 
Schomberg  McDonnell  thus — 
"  '  If  aU  the  world  and  love  were  young, 
And  truth  in  every  shepherd's  tongue. 
These  pretty  pleasures  might  us  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love.'  " 
Alas !  I  fear  the  park  milkmaids  have  been 
swept  away  for  ever.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


DRESSINGS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SALMON  FLIES. 


-THE  "QUINCHAT."  V 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  purple  silk  (same  shade  as  throat  of  blue  chatterer). 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  In  five  sections,  each  increasing  in  length  as  illustrated.  The  first  part  is  red  silk,  the  same 
shade  as  the  points  of  the  red  crow ;  one  of  these  feathers,  it  will  be  observed,  is  above  and  below.  The 
remaining  four  divisions  are  light  blue  silk,  the  same  colour  as  the  light  blue  chatterer  hackles  at  the 
termination  of  the  second  and  third  partition.  (These  feathers  are  from  the  top  of  the  tail.)  At  the 
end  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  divisions  the  hackles  are  light  blue  macaw. 

Ribbed :  Oval  tinsel. 

Throat :  YeUow  macaw  (^flank  feather). 

Wings :  Two  blue  macaw  feathers.  The  feathers  which  are  over  them  (extended  cheeks)  are  green 
macaw. 

Cheeks  :  Indian  (red)  crow.     Two  toppings  over. 
Horns  :  Red  macaw  (double). 
Head :  Black  herl. 


No.  5.— THE  "  TIPPETIWITCHET." 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  light  blue  sUk  the  same  colour  as  a  light  blue  chatterer. 
Tail :  A  topping. 
Bntt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  In  five  equal  divisions,  each  terminating  with  a  black  herl  butt.    There  are  four  tippets 
two  (back  to  back)  tied  in  top  and  bottom  of  every  section  as  illustrated  over  the  golden  floss,  which  silk 
is  the  same  shade  as  the  golden  toppings. 

Bibbed  :  Oval  ^tinsel. 

Throat :  Blue  chatterer  feather  (as  shown). 
Wings  :  Five  or  six  toppings,  according  to  size  of  hook. 
Cheeks :  Blue  chatterer.  ,  ; 

Horns :  Blue  macaw. 
Head  :  Black  herl. . 


No.  6.— THE  "BLACK  PRINCE." 

Tag  ;  Silver  twist  and  golden  silk  (the  same  shade  as  toppings). 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  Three  equal  divisions  of  silver  tinsel  butted  and  with  two  black  feathers  from  the  nape  of  the 
Indian  crow  at  top  and  bottom  at  the  termination  of  each  section,  V-shaped,  as  illustrated. 
W ings  :  Five  or  six  golden  toppings. 
Horns  :  Blue  macaw.  - 
Head :  Black  herl. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 

By  Philip  Geen. 

{Continued  from  page  73.) 

Queer  incidents  often  happen  very  near  together 
)oth  as  regards  time  and  place. 

Who  has  not  admired  the  easy,  graceful,  yet 
apid,  movements  of  our  modern  waiter?  How 
[uietly  and  dexterously  he  advances  and  retires, 
k.  look  will  bring  him  to  your  side,  brimful  of 
espectable  attention  for  orders,  which  he  has  no 
□oner  received  than  it's  "  Yes,  sir,"  two  steps 
lackward,  a  slight  bow,  and  he  is  gone.  "  Very 
luch  gone,  indeed ! '-  will  be  echoed  by  those  who 
are  to  read  the  following  paragraph. 

Mr.  Edwards,  at  that  time  the  genial  host  and 
reasurer  of  the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society, 
aving  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  an  order 
)  fish  that  splendid  reach  of  the  Colne  known 
}  Doctor  Meadows'  water,  decided  to  invite  a 
ery  old  friend  to  participate  in  the  day's  sport, 
[appy  is  the  man  who  has  a  trusty  friend  with 
hom  to  share  such  double-handed  pleasures. 
Great  were  the  preparations  that  preceded  the 
art — so  great,  indeed,  that  no  room  was  left  for 
le  necessary  lunch.  "Good  idea! — my  waiter 
lall  bring  it  down  to  us  by  the  mid-day  train,' ' 
lid  the  host.  And  the  waiter  did,  and  nicely  he 
id  it  out  on  the  snow- 
hite  cloth  which  was 
retched  on  the  river's 
mk.  Nothing  was 
anting,  every  etcetera 
as  in  its  place,  and 
ere  sat  the  lucky  two, 
ith  appetites  as  keen  as 
ecember  winds  and  fair 
lort  could  make  them, 
)ing  the  fullest  justice 

the  waiter's  spread, 
Wle  he  stood  near  with 
itohful  eyes  and  ready 
lad  for  the  signal  to 
len  that  other  bottle, 
le  word  was  given,  the 
rk  flew  out,  glasses 
jre  filled,  and  then  with 
TO  steps  backward  and 
bow  the  waiter's  gone ! 
•gone  into  the  deep, 
sll-baited  hole  from 
bich  the  fish  had  come.- 
The  sly,  foxy  Mole 
earn  have  put  me  on 
y  mettle.  Once  I  de- 
rroined  to  wait  upon 
em  in  a  certain  hole  at 
)bham  until  I  did  get 
em.  Three  long  days 

assiduously  courted 
em,  and  never  a  bite 
warded  my  early,  late 
id  constant  attentions; 
tie  fourth  day  was  preceded  by  a  severe  thunder- 
orm,  and  on  reaching  the  river  and  seeing  it 
scoloured,  I  considered  myself  released  from  my 
sh  determination. 

Just  to  prove  how  useless  it  would  be  to  fish,  I 
it  my  tackle  together  for  a  swim.  A  couple  of 
rong-smelling  brandlings  were  soon  upon  the 
)ok,  and,  as  I  lowered  the  rod  into  its  rest,  the 
)at  cocked,  and,  strange  to  say,  it  immediately 
me  up  upon  its  side,  and  then  slid  up-stream  and 
)wn  out  of  sight. 

That  was  the  commencement  of  the  best  day  I 
ret  had  with  the  bream. 

I  have  wandered  by  innumerable  river  banks 
id  have  frequently  been  Ashless,  but  never  once 
ive  I  failed  to  see  something  to  admire. 
When  I  look  back  on  all  my  wanderings  it's  the 
ippy  times  I  have  spent  punting  or  bank-fishing 
1  the  Thames  that  call  the  loudest. 

For  full  forty  years  my  home  has  been  near  its 
inks,  and  during  all  that  time  it  has  been  as  a 
ose  and  faithful  friend.  In  joyous  times,  with 
lotsteps  light,  I  have  fished  its  pools  and  sung  or, 
I  some  other  way,  given  voice  to  the  joys  that 
lied  me ;  while  in  my  hours  of  sadness  it  has  been 

comforter,  bringing,  for  a  time,  forgetfulness  of 
)il  and  trouble,  and  making  the  burdens  seem, 
hen  next  I  had  to  meet  them,  much  less  grievous 
ad  not  so  hard  to  bear. 

So  it's  of  the  dear  old  Thames  that  I  will  write ; 


and  tell  you  how  and  where  I  have  caught  its 

roach,  chub,  dace,  barbel,  perch,  bream  and  pike, 

not  forgetting  the  plucky,  toothsome   gudgeon ; 

and,  of  course,  a  little  about  the  trout, 
t 

The  Thames. 

Shall  I  write  of  the  upper  reaches  or  the  lower '/ 
Shall  we  go  up  from  Old  Windsor  towards  the 
river's  rise  or  down  from  Egham  Lock  towards 
its  fall,  down  past  Staines,  The  Hook,  Laleham, 
Chertsey  Weir  and  bridge,  past  Dumsey  Deeps  ? — 
Stay  a  moment  here;  it  was  Dumsey  Deeps  I 
baited  for  the  best  friend  Thames  fish  ever  had. 

He  was  also  the  kindest  possible  patron  to  the 
professional  fishermen,  yet  not  one  amongst  their 
number  try  how  they  would,  and  no  doubt  they 
tried  their  best,  could  ever  show  him  sport. 

Barbel.— For  some  years  I  resided  quite  near 
this  spot  and  I  offered  him  a  bed  and  a  try  with 
me.  He  accepted  an  invitation  for  that  day  week, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  I  baited  three  barbel  swims ; 
Dumsey  Deeps  was  one.  I  longed  to  give  him 
sport  and,  to  ensure  success,  I  baited  each  swim 
night  and  morning  with  ever-increasing  doses  of 
well-scoured  lobs. 

Life  comes  to  food  in  growing  numbers;  feed 
your  sparrows  for  a  week  and  see. 

In  a  dark  cool  outhouse  I  kept  four  tubs — casks 
cut  in  halves — well  suppUed  with  moss.  Little 
village  folks  brought  tin  jugs  and  utensils  various 
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Looking  Down  from  Bell  Weir  Towards  Staines 


filled  with  worms  captured  by  candle-light  the 
night  before,  and  these  were  stock  for  tub  No.  1,  to 
be  promoted,  when  searched  over,  to  No.  2  and  so 
on  until  they  reached  No.  4,  by  which  time  they 
were  red,  tough  and  so  inviting  that  sport  would 
surely  attend  the  using  of  them. 

The  little  army  of  wormers  soon  grew  numerous 
as,  in  addition  to  their  pay  of  sixpence  per  quart, 
they  often  got  pats  and  smiles  and  a  lump  of  cake. 

Barbel  Uke  to  grub  for  food  in  deep  holes  that 
have  rugged  hard  bottoms  in,  or  near,  the  strongest 
and  heaviest  stream.  If  the  stream  is  very  strong 
I  use  clay  so  as  to  sink  the  worms  quickly.  It  is 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  hole  you  must 
draw  your  fish  when  ledger  fishing,  which  is  the 
method  most  likely  to  get  the  largest.  I  make  the 
clay  into  dumplings,  with  worms  inside  them,  and 
drop  them  so  that  they  may  sink  to  the  spot  where 
the  baited  hook  will  go. 

I  much  prefer  the  ledger  to  a  float  as  with  the 
latter  there  is  sure  to  come  a  desire  to  go  the  full 
length  of  the  hole  and  then  give  a  swishing  strike 
that  is  very  Uke  to  spoil  the  chances. 

When  these  fish  are  on  the  feed  they  come  in 
turn  to  the  clay  balls,  grub  out  a  worm,  put  their 
side  across  the  stream  and  are  away  to  the  rear 
of  all  the  shoal,  where  they  again  wait  their  turn. 
Sometimes  they  come  in  double  file,  but  always  in 
diill-like  order,  and  therefore  care  is  needed  not  to 
be  too  quick  in  striking  at  them  or  you  may  prick 


a  fish  that  will  leave  the  hole  and  take  all  the 
others  with  him.  The  preliminarv  nibble  mean.s 
only  "  now  look  out,"  so  wait  for  the  drawing  pull, 
and,  when  that  comes,  strike  quickly  and  hold  as 
firmly,  just  for  a  moment,  as  the  fine  tackle  you 
should  use  for  barbel  justifies. 

It  was  a  useful  nine-foot  rod  that  I  lent  my  guest. 
It  tapered  so  that  the  finest  gut  could  bend  it 
almost  double,  and  yet  it  never  wobbled,  and  the 
spring  that  was  in  the  top  helped  the  wielder  of  it 
to  cast  the  smallest  bullet.  My  finest  dark-dyed, 
silk  plaited  line  was  used,  and  to  it  was  joined  a 
yard  of  stained  gut,  at  the  finer  end  of  which  was 
a  No.  6  hook.  A  bullet  j  ust  sufiicient  for  its  purpose 
was  selected,  and  was  kept  from  sliding  towards 
the  hook  by  a  split  shot,  nipped  on  the  gut  30in. 
from  it. 

You  can  fancy  how  carefully  I  chose  two  maiden 
lobs  and  how  particular  I  was  to  put  them  on 
the  hook  so  that  their  heads  and  tails  could  wag 
enticingly. 

My  anxiety  was  great  that  morning,  and  I  would 
wilUngly  have  bartered  a  lengthened  period  of 
lucky  fishing  to  ensure  success  that  day.- 

Fortune  favoured  me :  the  flood  that  had  been 
running  cleared  from  day  to  day,  and,  on  the 
morning  of  our  start,  the  water  was  just  perfection, 
a  little  cloudy.  The  sky  had  ever-shifting  driving 
clouds  which  hid  the  sun,  and  the  up-stream  wind 
gave  a  lovely  ripple  that  aided  the  dark  water  to 
hide  our  movements  in 
the  punt.  Through  the 
full  leaved  branches  of 
the  withy  boughs  the 
breeze  came  with  hiss 
and  whisper  to  fan  our 
cheeks  and  help  to  make 
us  hopeful.  Would  the 
promise  thus  held  out  be 
fulfilled  r 

I  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  make  the  first  cast  for 
him,  and,  as  I  handed 
back  the  rod,  he  looked 
at  me,  saw  what  was  in 
my  mind,  and  laughingly 
warned  me  that  he  was 
the  most  awful  Jonah  . 
that  ever  held  a  rod. 

For  quite  five  minutes 
the  punt  seemed  to  me 
to  be  full,  from  head  to 
tail,  of  breathing  expect- 
ancy, and  then  followed 
fears  of  failure.  I 
thought  back  to  discover 
a  mistake.  Had  I  over- 
baited,  or  baited  so  late 
that  the  eels  had  got  the 
worms  7  Should  I  up 
poles  and  on  to  the  next 
swim  ?  At  last  I  thought 
of  a  plan  it  is  always 
well  to  try.  I  scattered 
a  little  food.  I  threw  in 
half  a  dozen  broken  worms  well  up  stream  so  that 
they  might  sink  towards  the  fish  which  might  be 
merely  hanging  back  waiting  the  feeding-time  thej' 
had  grown  to  expect.  It  answered.  At  last  I  saw 
the  top  jig,  jig,  and  then  the  whole  rod  bend  as 
the  fish  attempted  his  journey  to  the  rear.  For  full 
two  hours  the  fish  kept  the  fisher  and  his  assistant 
busy. 

The  afternoon's  fishing  was  without  a  break  in 
its  success.  The  luncheon  hour's  rest  and  the 
provoking  clay  balls  had  evidently  made  the  fish 
hungrily  anxious  for  the  luscious  worms  that  had 
accompanied  the  clay  on  previous  days.  No 
sooner  had  the  baited  hook  found  its  resting-place 
than  it  was  seized,  and  the  rod  was  bent  with  the 
efforts  of  a  fish  to  go  rearwards. 

It  was  a  wonderful  day  and  a  wondrous  take  of 
barbel  for  one  man  to  get. 

So  the  promise  of  the  morning  was  gloriously 
fulfilled.  I  have  a  rod  to  commemorate  that  day, 
much  too  grand  for  use,  which  has  inscribed  upon 
its  butt,  "  From  Thomas  Spreckley  to  PhiUp  Geen." 
Yes,  my  guest  was  the  late  Thomas  Spreckley,  so 
long  the  president  of  the  T.A.P.S. 

I  am  pleased  to  wTite  these  few  words,  in  my 
poor  book,  of  his  work  for  angleis.  I  am  thinking, 
and  it's  so,  no  doubt,  that  the  good  he  did  by  bis 
deeds  of  charity  to  needy  folk  is  written  of  e'.se- 
where, 

{To  be  continuedtl 


K.  Geen. 
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SALMON  ANGLING  IN  NOEWAY. 

[The  existence  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fisher- 
men's Association  is  fortunate  in  view  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations  in  the  salmon  fishery  laws  of  that 
country,  alterations  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
most  competent  judges,  will  seriously  damage  the 
interests  of  anglers.  I  am  glad  to  give  a  copy  of 
the  petition,  signed  on  behalf  of  nearly  two  hundred 
British  and  Irish  salmon  anglers  by  the  president 
of  the  association,  IMr.  W.  Bromley  Davenport,  and 
Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyi-ke,  the  lion,  sec,  and  addressed 
to  the  Storthing — that  is,  the  Norwegian  Parliament, 
one  of  the  oldest  national  representative  bodies  in 
the  world.— Ed.  F.G.] 

TO  THE  STORTHING. 

We  the  members  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fisher- 
men's Association  respectfully  desu-e  to  lay  before 
you  our  views  upon  certain  proposals  for  the  alte- 
ration of  the  salmon  laws  in  Norway,  which,  we 
understand,  avUI  shortly  come  before  you  for  con- 
sideration. 

We  would  respectfully  urge  the  absolute  necessity 
of  retaining  a  sufficiently  long  close  time  to  enable 
the  fish  to  enter  the  rivers. 

In  our  opinion  three  days  is  the  minimum  close 
time  that  should  be  allowed,  if  a  fair  stock  of  salmon 
is  to  be  maintained.  Owing  to  the  very  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  nets  set  in  the  sea  and 
along  the  fjords,  it  is  certain  that  very  few  salmon 
are  able  to  pass  into  the  rivers,  except  during  the 
weekly  close  time,  and  even  as  it  is  now  the  rod- 
fishing  in  the  rivers  is  yearly  becoming  worse.  The 
rivers  are  the  nurseries  of  the  salmon,  and  if  the  fish 
are  not  permitted  to  enter  the  rivers  in  sufficient 
numbers,  in  a  very  few  years  both  the  net  and  rod- 
fishing  in  Norway  will  be  destroyed. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  practice  of 
salmon  fishing  as  a  pastime  has  produced  the  remark- 
able anomaly  that  a  salmon  is  more  valuable  while 
alive  in  the  river  than  when  dead  on  the  bank.  If  the 
number  of  fish  in  the  rivers,  which  is  already  danger- 
ously low,  is  to  be  still  further  reduced,  which  will 
certainly  happen  if  the  proposed  alterations  of  the 
law  are  effected,  we  are  deliberately  of  opinion  that 
most,  if  not  all,  of  those  who  at  present  fish  with  rods 
in  Norway  will  seek  their  sport  in  other  countries. 

The  further  effect  of  this  must  inevitably  be  that 
the  Norwegian  owners  of  river  fishings,  being  imable 
to  obtain  high  rents  from  sportsmen,  will  be  obliged 
to  net  the  rivers  for  profit,  thereby  still  further 
reducing  the  stock,  and,,  indeed,  practically  exter- 
minating it. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  effect  of  this  would  be 
disastrous  not  only  to  the  rivers,  but  to  the  owners 
of  sea  nets,  and  would  very  rapidly  cause  the  total 
destruction  of  an  important  source  of  revenue  for 
Norway. 

It  also  appears  to  us  that  there  are  the  gravest 
objections  to  any  reductioh  in  the  mesh  of  the  nets. 
Careful  returns  from  the  rod  fishers  in  the  rivers 
show — 

(1)  That  the  number  of  grilse  caught  in  the  rivers 
has  steadily  fallen  ofE  for  several  years  past. 

(2)  That  only  the  small  grilse,  under  4lb.,  no-<v  are 

able  to  ascend  the  rivers,  the  larger  ones  being 
caught  in  the  nets. 

(3)  That  even  of  these  small  grilse  at  least  three- 

fourths  are  net  marked. 

Should  the  mesh  of  the  nets  be  reduced  hardly  a 
grilse  would  escape.  ^ 

The  value  of  a  grilse  compared  with  a  salmon  is 
very  small,  the  destruction  of  them  before  they  grow 
into  salmon  is  therefore  commercially  unwise. 

The  true  interests  of  the  sea  fishers  and  the  river 
fishers  are  identical.  The  object  of  legislation  for 
both  interests  should  be  to  increase  the  permanent 
supply  of  salmon.  Any  legislation  that  would 
increase  the  supply  of  fish  for  sea  fishermen  would 
also  promote  the  advantage  of  river  fishermen. 
Alterations  that  would  harm  the  interests  of  the 
river  fishers  would  undoubtedly  in  the  end  affect  the 
interests  of  sea  fishers,  and  to  a  more  serious  extent. 

We  number  amongst  our  members  many  who  have 
had  lifelong  experience,  not  only  of  Norwegian 
salmon  rivers,  but  of  salmon  rivers  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  elsewhere,  and  who  have  expe- 
rienced the  effect  of  legislation  upon  those  fisheries, 
and  we  are  unanimous  in  believing  that  the  legis- 
lative proposals  above  mentioned  wUl,  if  carried  out, 
be  ruinous  to  both  the  sea  and  river  salmon  fisheries 
in  Norway. 

As  a  body  of  foreigners,  animated  though  we  are 
with  love  for  your  country,  we  feel  the  greatest 
delicacy  in  putting  our  views  before  you,  a.iid  in 


any  way  appearing  to  desire  to  interfere  with  your 
legislation.  We  are,  however,  compelled  to  approach 
you,  and  thus  express  our  views,  for  this  reason,  that 
had  we  not  ventured  to  do  so,  it  would  rightly  te 
said  that  our  silence,  considering  the  enormous 
interests  which  we  have  in  the  salmon  rivers  in 
Norway,  must  be  taken  to  express  our  approval  of, 
or  indifference  to,  the  proposed  legislation. 

For  these  reasons  we,  your  petitioners,  humbly 
pray  that  you  may  be  pleased  not  to  pass  the  Bill 
in  its  present  form. 

Signed  this  2nd  day  of  November,  1904. 
On  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian 
Fishermen's  Association.  ^ 
W.  Beo>iley  Davenport, 

President. 
A.  Venables  Kybke, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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[The  petition  is  prmted  in  English  and  Norwegian 
and  was  sent  with  letters  printed  in  both  language 
from  many  of  the  members  of  the  association, 
am  glad  to  hear  that  many  of  the  most  influentia 
Norwegian  owners  of  rivers  are  makmg  a  strong 
protest  against  the  BUI,  and  leading  Norwegiai 
tradesmen  are  doing  the  same  ;  they  see  clearly  tha 
to  drive  away  the  best  class  of  British  sportsmen 
who  with  their  families  spend  thousands  of  pound 
in  the  country  every  season,  is  a  poor  way  of  im 
proving  the  value  of  salmon  fisheries.  In  any  event 
the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association  ha 
amply  justified  its  formation  by  the  good  work  it  ha 
done.— Ed.  F.G.] 


ANGLING  AND  PHOTQGBAPHY. 

THE  1905  KODAK  COMPETITION— £400  If 
PRIZES. 

Such  a  very  large  number  of  our  readers  ar 
amateur  photographers  that  we  are  sure  they  wi 
be  glad  to  have  particulars  of  the  Kodak  arrange 
ments  for  the  1905  competition. 

An  Innovation. 

Those  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  prize  lists  c 
the  various  photographic  competitions  have  beei 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  too  large  a  proportioi 
of  the  good  prizes  are  carried  off  by  the  same  peopl 
every  time.  Whilst  the  Kodak  Company,  in  con. 
mon,  no  doubt,  with  all  the  competitors  themselves 
heartily  approve  of  the  biggest  awards  going  to  thos^ 
who  have  the  best  craftsmanship  and  the  longefi 
experience,  they  are  at  the  same  time  desirous  c 
providing  encouragement  for  the  younger  en  thusiastii 
and  by  so  doing  meet  all  the  fair  needs  of  the  casi 
equally.  There  are  many  amateurs  who  are  doui 
excellent  and  improving  work,  but  who,  so  far,  ha\ 
not  in  open  competition  with  the  world  had  sufficieE 
encouragement  and  stimulus  to  do  better  thing 
They  believe  it  to  be  a  good  thing  to  provide  thi 
stimjilus  in  due  proportion  for  both  the  old  banc, 
and  the  newer  aspu-ants  to  produce  the  very  be!- 
work  in  their  power,  and  to  continue  interest  i 
the  art.  They  have,  therefore,  divided  this  TOff" 
petition  into  two  general  sections,  the  "  Open  "  ar 
the  "  Novice,"  these  in  turn  being  properly  sul 
divided.  The  "  Open  "  class  may  be  entered  by  an 
photographer  (not  in  their  employ)  who  complit 
with  the  conditions  specified.  The  "  Novice  "  clai 
is  open  only  to  amateurs  who  have  never  won 
prize  in  a  photographic  competition.  While  tl 
Novice  classes  are  open  only  to  those  who  ha^ 
never  been  prize-winners,  the  ambitious  beginni 
may,  if  he  is  attracted  by  the  valuable  prizes  ai* 
high  honours  offered  in  the  Open  class,  enter  again 
the  somewhat  keener  competition  he  will  be  su 
to  meet  there.  He  can,  of  course,  enter  in  tl 
Novice  class  as  well,  but  not  with  the  same  picture 

We  are  sure  that  both  the  beginners  in  phot 
graphy  and  those  who  have  often  had  their  nam 
upon  the  honour  roUs,  will  be  better  pleased  wv 
this  arrangement  of  the  prize  list.  For  conditior 
ete.,  apply  to  the  Kodak  Company,  or  any  of  tin 
agents. 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 


We  are  often  asked  where  fish  carriers  are  to  be 
obtained.  Among  the  best  we  know  are  "  Ford's 
Perfection  Fish  Carriers,"  made  and  sold  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Ford,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

Ford's  Perfection  Fish  Carriers. 

These  carriers  meet  a  real  want.  They  are 
designed  to  take  all  kinds  and  sizes  of  fish  quite 
safely  on  any  reasonable  journey  in  cool  weather. 
The  conical  carriers  are  not  adapted  for  anything 
larger  than  yearling  trout,  whilst  the  large  tanks 
on  wheels  are  too  heavy  for  ordinary  purposes. 
The  "  Perfection  "  carriers  are  so  designed  that  nOt 
a  spoonful  of  water  is  lost  on  the  longest  journey, 
at  the  same  time  the  motion  of  train  or  cart  suffi- 
ciently aerates  the  water.  They  will  be  foimd  very 
useful  to  clubs  and  fisheries  for  the  transport  of 
fish  from  one  pond  or  stream  to  another.  The 
manufacture  has  been  much  improved  by  the 
adoption  of  slightly-tapered  necks  which  make  the 
lids  interchangeable,  and  the  bottoms  are  made  of 
stronger  metal  to  obviate  the  use  of  cross-bands 
which  soon  get  out  of  order.  They  are  made  of 
very  stout  galvanised  steel,  with  large  Sin.  folding 
handles.  They  are  23in.  in  diameter,  circular  in 
shape,  weigh  about  301b.  empty,  and  licwt.  mode- 
rately full  of  water.  N.B. — New  tanks  should  be 
filled  with  water  and  allowed  to  stand  twenty-four 
hours  before  use.    They  will  be  sent,  carriage  paid, 


to  any  address  for  22s.  ;  or  a  smaller  size,  weighing 
with  water  about  Icwt.,  for  17s. 

Ford's  Perfection  Syphon. 

This  little  instrument  has  been  introduced  into 
the  market  to  supersede  the  ordinary  bulb  syringe 
used  for  removing  refuse  from  trout  feeding  boxes. 
It  will  do  as  much  work  in  two  minutes  as  the  bulb 
syringe  in  two  hours. 

Ford's  Perfection  Trout  Food. 

This  food  is  made  from  No.  0  to  10.  No.  0  is  as 
fine  as  dust,  and  is  used  for  feeding  trout  fry  in 
boxes  for  about  a  month.  It  largely  floats  on  the 
water  and  quite  obviates  the  use  of  the  American 
meat  chopper  and  liver.  Particulars  can  be  had  of 
Mr.  Ford. 

Ford's  Perfection  Ground-Bait. 

This  ground-bait  has  undergone  the  severest  tests 
on  the  Trent,  Great  Ouse,  Witham,  Ancholme,  and 
other  public  and  private  waters,  and  the  results 
have  been  so  invariably  satisfactory  that  it  is  now 
put  on  the  market  with  the  greatest  confidence  that 
it  is  at  once  the  best  and  cheapest  ground-bait 
extant.  It  will  attract  all  kinds  of  fish.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  anglers  to  bait  a  swim  with  1000  to 
3000  Nottingham  worms  at  10s.  per  1000.  This 
bait  will  answer  the  purpose  better  at  one-eighth 
the  cost,  and  is  moreover  cleanly  to  use.  Small 
quantities  of  not  less  than  41b.,  6d.  per  lb.,  carriage 
paid. 

TROUT  EGGS  FOR  INDIA. 


The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Co..  Ltd.,  of  Scorton, 
Lancashire,  has  just  forwarded  a  first  instalment 
of  their  usual  supply  of  ova  to  India.  The  com- 
pany have  received  most  encouraging  reports  with 
regard  to  trout  culture  in  this  country,  the  direct  | 


result  of  the  introduction  of  a  system  promoted  by 
them,  which  has  been  in  effect  for  several  years. 

In  this  connection  it  is  anticipated  that  a  new 
method  of  packing,  recently  adopted  by  the  com- 
pany upon  the  advice  of  an  expert  upon  the 
subject,  will  result  in  a  great  reduction  of  the  per- 
centage of  loss,  hitherto  found  to  be  inevitable 
owing  to  the  contingencies  incident  to  so  long  a 
journey  and  so  variable  a  climate. 


A  KAINBOW  WHICH  FEEDS 
FEOM  A  LADY'S  HAND. 

Mr.  C.  Barnby  Smith,  of  Woodlands,  Retford, 
sends  me  a  very  interesting  account  of  a  rainbow 
he  has  which  is  so  tame  it  will  jump  up  to  take 
food  out  of  Mrs.  Smith's  hand.  Our  picture  is  from 
an  instantaneous  photograph  showing  the  fine  fish 
leaping  up  to  get  the  food. — R.  B.  M. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I  got  the  fish  about  two 
years  ago  as  a  yearling,  and  it  now  weighs  about 
251b.  A  four-inch  yearling  brown  trout  got  at  the 
same  time,  and  which  has  since  been  in  the  same 
tank  and  had  similar  food,  does  not,  I  think,  weigh 


half  a  pound.  The  tank  holds  six  himdred  gallons, 
and  one  hundred  gallons  are  run  through  daily,  the 
water  being  supplied  by  the  town  waterworks.  The 
fish  are  fed  mainly  on  chopped  liver,  though  they 
oiten  get  worms,  and  occasionally  mussels,  small 
sprats,  etc.  It  is  very  interesting  to  see  moths  or 
flies  taken  from  the  surface  of  the  water  on  simimer 
evenings.  When  first  we  got  the  fish  we  spent  some 
energy  in  providing  freshwater  shrimps,  water  lice, 
and  various  sorts  of  water  snails.  The  only  result 
of  our  efforts  was  that  (with  the  exception  of  Limnea 
peregra)  all  the  things  regularly  vanished  about  a 
day  after  they  were  put  into  the  tank,  and  for  that 
day  the  fish  had  diminished  appetites.  Of  course, 
we  have  weeds  growing  in  the  tank  to  give  shade 
and  help  to  keep  the  water  cool  in  summer. 

We  started  to  tame  the  fish  that  leaps  by  tying 
food  to  the  end  of  a  piege  of  string  and  letting  it 
hang  on  or  near  the  surface  of  the  water.  He  soon 
got  to  see  the  meaning  of  this,  and  would  drag  the 
string  about  most  violently  in  his  efforts  to  get  the 
food  off.  In  this  way  he  got  used  to  the  hand  that 
held  the  string.  The  string  was  then  shortened, 
and  in  the  end  dispensed  with  altogether. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  slight  quivering  of 
the  fingers  will  attract  the  fish  to  leap  when  the 
hand  held  perfectly  still  has  failed  to  attract. 


Moreover,  he  will  often  come  with  his  nose  near  the 
surface  of  the  water  to  look  whether  a  hand  held 
over  the  bridge  really  holds  anything  tempting  or 
not.  The  sensation  of  having  one's  fingers  right  at 
the  back  of  his  mouth  (which  regularly  happens 
when  he  is  leaping)  is  very  curious,  and  he  often 
has  to  give  himself  a  twist  in  the  air  to  get  free 
again.  He  will  readily  leap  to  a  stranger's  hands, 
but  half  a  dozen  ladies  standing  round  the  tank  and 
wearing  bright  costumes  make  him  rather  nervous 
or  sulky.  He  also  objects  to  leap  into  the  bright 
simlight,  and  this  makes  the  business  of  taking  his 
photograph  a  matter  of  difficulty. 

If  anything  is  thrown  on  to  the  water  with  a 
splash,  he  will  usually  seize  it  instantly  with  a  rush. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  habit,  I  one  day  dropped 
the  end  of  my  walking  stick  on  the  water.  He  at 
once  seized  the  ferrule  in  his  jaws,  and  only  let  go 
when  he  found  it  was  hard  and  that  he  could  not 
move  it.  This  happened  last  summer,  shortly  after 
I  had  returned  from  Iceland,  where  I  had  happened 
to  see  a  large  trout  take  a  young  wild  duck.  It 
struck  me  as  somewhat  singular  that  in  the  space 
of  one  month  the  same  individual  should  have  seen 
trout  rising  at  (1)  a  wild  duck  and  (2)  a  walking 
stick. 

To  return  to  my  rainbow  trout.  My  wife  and  I 
hope  to  get  this  fish  grown  to  3^lb.  or  41b.  next 


season,  but  in  order  to  do  this  I  fear  we  shall  have 
to  remove  several  of  the  other  fish,  as  the  water 
space  is  so  very  limited.  All  our  rainbows  are  most 
praiseworthy  in  their  efforts  to  keep  up  their  strength 
by^egular  feeding,  and  if  a  good-sized  piece  of  liver 
is  thrown  into  the  water  after  a  meal,  one  fish  after 
another  wiU  seize  and  regretfully  blow  it  out  of  his 
mouth  again — the  effect  presented  from  above  being 
that  the  fish  are  playing  some  sort  of  a  game  at  ball, 
whereas  they  are  really  lamenting  the  lack  of 
accommodation  in  "  little  Mary."  If  you  happen 
to  be  coming  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retford,  we 
should  be  delighted  to  show  you  the  leaping  fish,  if 
you  feel  interested.  Of  course,  he  leaps  more 
vigorously  in  the  summer  than  winter. — Yours  truly, 

C.  Barnby  Smith. 

P.S. — You  will  notice  in  the  photo  that  there  is  a 
black  mark  down  the  fish's  head  which  might  be 
mistaken  for  his  mouth,  though  it  looks  quite  in  the 
wrong  place.  I  think  this  black  mark  is  really  niy 
wife's  first  finger  in  the  dark  glove.  I  think  Xr. 
Pegler  (the  photographer)  has  not  realis.^d  this. 


Shad  are  known  by  Scotch  fishermen  as  king  of 
herrings.  British  shad  weigh  as  niueli  as  81b. 
The  largest  are  caught  in  the  Severn. 


Mrs.  C.  Barney  Smith's  2Jlb.  Rainbow  Trout  Jumping  up  to  Take  Food  from  her  Hand. 
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"WHY  DO  TROUT   SOMETIMES  NOT 
RISE  TO  THE  ARTIFICIAL  FLY?"* 

^  It  is  essential  to  an  interesting  discussion  that 
the  subject  should  be  discussible  and  that  it  should 
be  worthy  of  being  discussed.  Are  we  all  agreed  as 
to  the  reasons  why  trout  do  not  rise  to  the  fly  on 
particular  occasions  ?  I  question  whether  any  two 
of  us  in  this  room,  exchanging  views,  would  come 
within  hailing  distance  of  agreement.  H.  R.  Francis, 
in  his  article  on  "  Fly  Fishing  for  Trout "  in  the 
Badminton  Library  (p.  324),  says  :  "  I  have  still  to 
inquire  what  constitutes  a  good  fly-fishing  day,  and 
my  attempt  at  an  answer  must  involve  a  sweeping 
confession  of  ignorance."  And  Francis  Francis,  in 
his  "  Book  of  Angling  "  (p.  167),  makes  the  whole- 
sale declaration  that  "  the  influences  which  cause 
fish  to  feed  or  the  reverse  are  as  much  a  mystery 
to  us  as  they  were  to  our  forefathers." 

Then,  as  to  whether  any  good  could  come  of 
discussing  the  question,  I  am  personally  of  opinion 
that  careful  observation,  careful  reflection,  and 
careful  experiment  would  place  us  nearer  the 
position  of  knowing  when  we  should  continue  fishing 
and  when  we  should  give  it  up.  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  that  some  men,  more  or  less  unconsciously 
perhaps,  attain  this  knowledge,  but  they  never  put 
it  into  permanent  shape,  and  it  dies  with  them. 
Thus,  a  writer  in  the  Kelso  Mail  of  July  27,  1904 
(vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Aug.  6,  p.  97),  in  speaking  of 
the  death  last  year  of  Alexander  Purdie,  fisherman 
at  Mertoim,  on  the  Tweed,  said :  "He  read  the 
signs  and  conditions  of  his  river  like  a  book,  and 
could  tell  almost  unfailingly  when,  where,  and  how 
success  could  be  attained." 

Again,  H.  R.  Francis  (Ibid.,  p.  325)  says  :  "  I  was 
fishing  long  ago  with  my  brother  in  Loch  Fruchie 
and  taking  fish,  such  as  they  were,  very  fast. 
Suddenly  the  old  boatman  said,  '  Ye  may  pit  doun 
yer  gaud  noo.'  My  brother,  to  humour  him,  at  once 
laid  down  his  rod.  I  .  .  .  .  merely  asked  '  Why  ?  ' 
'  She's  the  wrang  colour,'  was  his  brief  answer.  And 
certainly,  although  the  breeze  continued,  the  aspect 
of  the  loch  had  become  dull  and  sullen.  I  fished  on, 
however,  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  hour  caught 
one  small  fish,  when  the  veteran  very  pointedly  said 
to  my  brother — ignoring  me  as  unteachable — '  Noo, 
Mr.  John,  ye  may  tak'  yer  gaud  again.'  And  sure 
enough  the  hue  of  the  lake  had  grown  brighter  and 
livelier  and  the  fish  came  on  the  feed  again." 

Now,  if  men  of  this  sort  could  be  got  to  formulate 
their  experience,  it  could  be  made  useful  for  the 
great  body  of  anglers,  and  if  we,  with,  it  may  be, 
limited  experiences,  would  put  them  aU  into  a 
common  stock,  we  might  arrive  at  the  same  end, 
and  it  is  with  this  object  in  view  that  I  suggested 
the  present  discussion. 

I  would  not  have  you  believe  that  I  estimate  the 
enjoyment  of  angling  by  the  number  of  fish  caught, 
very  far  from  it.  Some  of  my  most  enjoyable  days 
under  the  blue  canopy  of  heaven,  and  in  the  company 
of  trusty  friends,  have  yielded  little  in  poimds 
avoirdupois,  but  much  in  real  enjoyment.  Never- 
theless, while  this  is  true,  it  is  also  true  that  a  basket 
moderately  well  filled  with  beautiful  trout  does  not 
seriously  detract  from  the  pleasure  of  the  day. 
Some  men  lay  great  strain  on  the  idea  that  we  could 
not  enjoy  a  good  fishing  day  if  the  majority  of  days 
were  not  poor.  We  would  get  satiated  with  success. 
It  is  just  because  trout  are  difficult  to  catch  that  we 
take  pleasure  in  catching  them.  In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Dec.  31,  1904,  there  is  an  anecdote  ofW;wo 
brothers  who  went  to  Eastern  Canada  for  a  month's 
salmon  fishing.  "  They  arrived  on  the  water  about 
noon,  ten  days  after  leaving  home,  and  by  evening 
one  had  eight,  the  other  eleven  fish.  The  next  day 
they  began  early  and  keenly.  By  evening  one  had 
eighteen  salmon  and  his  brother  twenty-three.  The 
next  morning  again  found  them  catching  fish  on 
the  same  magnificent  scale,  but  at  limch  the  one 
said  to  the  other :  '  I  don't  call  this  sport,'  and 
they  both  took  down  their  rods,  packed  up,  and 
came  home." 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  this  covmtry  of  ours  we 
may  push  our  inquiry  into  the  reasons  for  the  non- 
rising  of  trout  without  much  fear  of  easily  reaching 
such  a  point  of  satiety. 

Let  us  begin  the  inquiry  by  asking  the  question, 
Why  do  trout  at  any  time  rise  to  the  artificial  fly  ? 
The  answer  being  restricted  to  trout,  I  think  it  may 
confidently  be  given  that  it  is  because  they  think  it 

*  Paper  read  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  by  Dr.  W.  L. 
Reid,  at  the  Anglers'  Club,  Elmbank  Crescent, 
Glasgow,  Profesaor  Glaister,  M.D.,  in  the  chair. 


a  real  fly,  or,  at  least,  something  eatable.  Then 
why  do  they  not  always  take  it  when  presented  ? 
The  most  obvious  answer  is  that  they  are  then 
not  hungry.  But  this  does  not  seem  satisfactory, 
when  one  thinks  of  days  when  fish  rise  and  take  the 
fly  during  its  whole  coirrse,  morning,  noon,  and 
night,  and  other  days,  often  in  succession,  when 
hardly  a  rise  can  be  seen.  This  would  assume  a 
wholly  unnatural  caprice  of  appetite.  A  more 
reasonable  assumption  is  that  on  these  occasions 
the  trout  can  get  no  flies,  cr  have  something  more 
tempting  to  feed  upon  vmder  the  surface.  I  have 
seen  a  boy  who,  when  a  bowl  of  porridge  was  set 
before  him  on  the  breakfast  table,  assured  his Jmother 
that  he  did  not  feel  the  slightest  hunger  ;  but  ten 
minutes  afterwards  he  developed  a  robust  appetite 
for  tea  and  fried  bacon.  While  it  is  true  that  during 
or  after  a  spate,  when  there  has  been  an  abundance 
of  worms  and  insects  washed  into  the  water,  the 
trout  are  specially  on  the  outlook  for  them,  even 
this  assumption  will  not  quite  meet  the  case,  because 
it  is  notable  that  trout  frequently  rise  suddenly  and 
stop  as  suddenly  without  any  apparent  difference  Ln 
the  number  of  natural  flies  on  the  water  and — but 
here  comes  the  rub — without  any  change  of  any 
sort,  that  we  as  yet  know  of  definitely. 

"  Benwyan,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jime  4, 
1904  (p.  364),  in  speaking  of  the  intermittent  rise  of 
trout  says  :  "  The  way  in  which  trout  rise  and  feed 
at  intervals  is  extraordinary,  and  has  never,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  been  accounted  for."  A  writer  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  12,  1904  (p.  348), 
deploring  the  bad  season's  angling  in  Wales,  says  : 
"  Never  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  living  angler 
has  fishing  in  this  district  been  so  poor  as  this  year. 
From  every  stream  and  lake  came  the  same  sad  tale 
— useless  flogging,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  season  the  climatic  conditions 
have  been  most  favourable  for  plying  the  gentle 
art.  There  has  been  plenty  of  sun,  while  a  breeze 
of  some  sort  is  scarcely  ever  lacking  in  this  bracing 
district.  Yet  days  were  spent  in  trudging  along 
the  well-worn  paths  on  the  banks  without  managing 
to  '  rise  '  a  decent  fish." 

This  seems  to  support  the  dictum  of  James 
MacCallum,  a  Highland  ghUlie,  that  "  ye  can  force 
shooting,  but  ye  canna  force  fishing  "  (Earl  Hodgson, 
"  Trout  Fishing,"  p.  5). 

We  are  now  led  to  consider  the  causes  which  have 
been  advanced  in  explanation  of  the  non-rising  of 
trout,  and  I  may  at  once  say  that  I  do  not  sym- 
pathise with  a  lady  friend  of  mine,  a  keen  fly-fisher, 
who  said  that  the  longer  she  fished  the  less  she 
knew  about  fly  fishing.  For  the  sake  of  clearness 
we  may  number  these  causes  and  say  : 

(1)  Because  the  trout  are  not  hungry.  We  have 
already  seen  that  this  is  an  insufficient  explanation 
of  the  phenomena,  and  that  trout  must  feed  some 
time  during  the  day  in  summer  when  food  is  abun- 
dant. It  may,  of  course,  be  argued  that  trout  will 
not  rise  on  a  particular  day  because  they  have  been 
gorged  with  flies  the  day  before  or  with  moths 
during  the  night,  but  in  this  case  the  cause  and 
effect  could  be  pretty  readily  traced,  whereas  in 
fact  it  is  often  when  the  supply  of  flies  has  been 
poor  that  the  irregular  rising  is  most  striking. 

(2)  Because  there  are  no  flies,  and  trout  not  ex- 
pecting them  do  not  come  to  the  surface.  While 
this  may  be  true  of  winter,  it  cannot  be  true  of 
summer,  for  it  is  well  known  that  there  may  be 
plenty  of  flies  on  the  water  and  not  a  trout  touching 
them,  and  that  in  cold  spring  weather  there  may  be 
very  few  flies  and  yet  the  trout  rise  eagerly  to  the 
artificial  ones  presented  to  them. 

(3)  Because  they  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  bottom 
food.  This  does  not  explain  the  erratic  rising  of 
trout,  because,  setting  aside  the  effect  of  spates,  as 
already  mentioned,  there  can  be  no  great  change  in 
the  ordinary  bottom  feeding  from  day  to  day,  much 
less  twice  or  three  time  a  day.  Again,  it  is  notable 
that  in  certain  lochs,  such  as  Loch  Leven,  where  the 
trout  subsist  chiefly  on  bottom  food,  they  also  rise 
well  to  the  fly. 

(4)  Because  of  over-fishing.  Now,  although  it 
may  be  possible  to  keep  down  fish  by'  frequent 
disturbance  of  the  wate»,  this  cannot  explain  the 
much  more  frequent  non-rising  of  trout.  I  have 
fished  lochs  in  remote  parts  of  Norway,  where,  so 
far  as  was  then  known,  no  fly  had  ever  been  thrown 
before,  and  have  cast  steadily  for  two  or  three  hours 
without  a  single  rise.  Then  in  an  hour  or  two  I 
would  fill  a  basket  with  beautiful  trout,  often 
landing  two  at  a  time.  Again,  not  many  lochs  are 
more  regularly  fished  than  Loch  Leven,  and  yet 
until  lately  the  trout  there  rose  boldly  and  freely. 


(5)  Because  the  angler  has  not  the  correct  fly. 
This  is  the  reason  which  many  anglers  seem,  more 
or  less  consciously,  to  hold,  for  when  trout  will  not 
rise  they  go  on  changing  from  one  set  of  flies  to 
another,  and  when  fish  do  begin  to  bite  they  after- 
wards exhibit  with  pride  the  casts  they  chanced  to 
have  on  at  the  time.*  While  it  seems  true  that 
some  flies  are  usually  more  attractive  than  others, 
yet  it  is  also  true  that  the  roughest  production  of 
the  amateur  fly- tier  will  be  greedily  taken  at  the 
height  of  the  rise.  In  proof  of  this  one  may  quote 
the  experience  of  Adam  Dryden  given  in  his  book, 
"  Hints  to  Anglers  "  (p.  40).  He  says :  "  The  largest 
capture  of  trout  I  believe  which  I  ever  made  was 
in  the  Leader  in  the  spring  of  1843  with  fly.  I  did 
not  note  either  the  number  or  weight,  but  I  filled 
three  large  baskets.  They  took  the  fly  readily, 
even  when  the  dressing. was  worn  nearly  all  off  it." 
In  passing,  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  little  work 
on  angUng  suggests  how  greatly  needed  is  an 
association  for  the  protection  of  trout  in  Scotlafid. 
Dryden  never  speaks  of  ten  or  twenty  single  trout 
as  a  day's  catch,  but  always  of  dozens — four,  seven, 
eleven  and  a  half  and  twelve  and  a  half  dozen  is  a 
frequent  day's  take  on  a  June  day  on  the  Gala  or 
Leader.  Surely  this  suggests  that  something  might 
be  done  in  the  way  of  bringing  back  those  palmy « 
days  for  anglers. 

(6)  Because  they  see  the  angler's  tackle  or  himself. 
We  are  all  prepared  to  admit  that  if  an  angler  shows 
himself  on  the  bank  of  a  clear  stream,  and  more 
particularly  if  his  clothes  are  not  of  some  nearly 
neutral  tint,  the  chances  are  that  the  trout  will  see 
more  of  him  than  he  of  them.  In  these  circum- 
stances even  one's  shadow  on  the  water  is  to  be 
avoided.  But  this  fails  to  account  for  trout  not 
rising  on  a  breezy  day  when  the  ripple  is  so  great 
as  to  prevent  the  fish  seeing  anything  beyond  the 
surface.  Again,  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  calm 
water  trout  will  not  rise  readily  when  coarse  tackle 
is  used  because  the  fish  see  the  gut  or  flies  too 
clearly.  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  Henry  Lamond, 
said  lately,  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (Oct.  1,  1904,  p.  241),  while  speaking  of  the 
poor  fishing  on  Loch  Lomond  during  the  past 
summer,  "  the  point  is,  do  the  fish  see  too  distinctly 
or  do  they  not  see  distinctly  enough  ?  I  think  the 
former,  as  many  obviously  '  began  to  go  down 
before  they  had  finished  coming  up,'  and  some 
would  make  a  full  rise  with  a  closed  mouth." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  most  of  us  must  have  seen 
days  when  the  water  was  quite  calm,  and  yet  the 
trout  were  rising  so  eagerly  that  a  fly  thrown  over 
them  was  seized  at  once,  possibly  because  in  their 
eagerness  they  did  not  take  time  to  scrutinise  it 
closely. 

(7)  Because  of  the  presence  of  otters  or  predatory 
birds.  I  presume  it  is  true  that  if  an  otter  appears 
in  a  pool  or  if  a  heron  or  scart  takes  up  its  position 
on  a  stone  in  the  centre  of  it,  trout  will  not  rise  ; 
but  as  concerns  our  discussion,  these  may  be  set 
aside  as  unimportant. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  most  interesting  and 
most  obscure  of  all  the  reasons  given  for  trout 
failing  to  rise — namelj^,  unfavourable  weather 
conditions. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  in  the  volume  on  "  Fly 
Fishing "  in  the  Haddon  Hall  Library  (p.  209) 
says :  "  Everybody  concludes  that  there  is  some 
connection  between  the  state  of  the  weather  and 
the  mood  of  the  fish,  but  we  have  never  been  able  to 
establish  it  scientifically.  ...  At  present  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  imited  experience  and  obser- 
vation of  all  anglers,  past  and  present,  has  been  able 
to  produce  a  satisfactory  set  of  rules  to  guide  us." 

(8)  Because  the  air  is  too  cold. 

Well,  it  is  true  that  when  the  weather  is  very  cold 
trout  do  not  rise  freely,  but  it  cannot  be  simply 
because  of  the  cold.  More  probably  because  there 
are  few  flies  abroad,  and  so  the  fish  are  not  on  the 
outlook  for  them.  Yet  in  one  of  his  notes,  Adam 
Dryden  says  (Ibid.,  p.  37) :  "  I  have  often  killed 
trout  with  fly  with  the  ice  floating  down 
the  stream,"  and  E.  M.  Tod,  in  his  book 
on  "  Wet  Fly  Fishing  "  (p.  123),  states  that 
"  early  in  May  on  the  river  Tummel  I  have 
gone  out  day  after  day,  and  though  nothing 
approaching  a  rise  of  flies  was  to  be  seen,  yet,  with 
the  artificial  only,  I  invariably  returned  with  a  good 
basket  of  trout  averaging  two  to  the  poimd.  The 


*  Robert  Blakey  in  his  book  on  angling  (Senior'a 
ed.,  p.  71)  says  that  "  anglers  are  vastly  more  fas- 
tidious about  the  shape  and  colour  of  their  flies  than 
trout  are." 
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weatlier  there  on  May  Day,  1877,  reminded  me  of 
mid-winter,  snow  and  frost  prevailing  and  the  wind 
almost  enough  to  produce  frost-bitten  fingers.  The 
sunk  fly  was,  therefore,  the  only  chance."  Such 
successful  fishing  may  be  explained  by  assuming 
that  there  had  already  been  warm  days  when  flies 
on  the  surface  attracted  the  attention  of  the  fish, 
and  now  on  a  cold  day,  while  not  looking  for  them 
on  the  surface,  they  were  prepared  to  seize  them  when 
presented  a  few  inches  beneath  it. 

A  theory  has  been  promulgated,  originally,  I  think, 
by  David  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  that  when  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water  is  much  lower  than  the  air  fish 
will  not  rise.  When  the  air  is  cold  and  the  water 
higher  in  temperatiu-e,  the  fish  will  rise  well.  But 
they  will  rise  best  of  all  when  the  temperature  of 
both  air  and  water  is  fairly  high.  In  the  "  Scientific 
Angler  "  (p.  200),  he  says :  "  In  the  coldest  eastern 
or  north-eastern  wind  we  have  killed  repeatedly 
many  a  fine  basket  of  fish  owing  to  the  temperature 
of  the  water  being  high  and  unusually  genial  for 
some  cause  or  other." 

Earl  Hodgson  also  states  that  it  is  a  "  true 
instinct "  which  leads  anglers  to  fish  the  northern 
shores  of  lochs  early  in  the  season,  as  there  the  water 
is  least  cold  owing  to  the  sun's  rays  striking  more 
directly  on  that  shore  than  on  the  southern  one 
(Ibid.,  p.  76). 

For  the  past  two  years  I  have,  as  recommended 
by  Foster,  carried  a  pocket  thermometer  with  me, 
but  I  have  used  it  in  such  a  desultory  fashion  that 
I  can  say  nothing  more  than  that  it  would  seem  as 
if  there  were  something  in  the  theory. 

{To  be  continued.) 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 
WITH  ILLUSTEATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 

{Continued  from  page  76.) 

CHAPTER  IV. 
'Gut  Loops,  etc. — Tags  and  Tails. 

In  order  that  his  flies  when  made  may  be  efficient, 
and  not  objects  to  look  at  merely,  the  begkmer  is 
strongly  advised  not  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry  to 
see  what  he  can  do,  but  to  begin  methodically, 
slowly,  and  carefully,  and  try  to  master  each  part 
or  process  before  going  on  to  the  next. 

However  trivial  some  of  the  details  may  at  first 
sight  appear,  I  venture  to  hope  that,  by  following 
them  closely,  he  will  find  each  one  will  give  him  a 
fraction  of  assistance  towards  overcoming  his 
difiiculties. 

The  general  rules  to  be  borne  in  mind  throughout 
the  tying  of  a  fly  are  as  follows  : — The  tag  should 
taper  slightly  towards  the  head,  the  tail  should  be 
perfectly  straight  with  the  body,  which  should 
taper  from  tail  to  shoulder  ;  the  hackle  should  be 
tightly  wound,  the  wings  perfectly  straight  on  top 
of  the  hook,  even,  and  firmly  tied ;  the  head  firm, 
small  and  tapering ;  and  when  the  fly  is  finished, 
at  no  part  should  the  tying  silk  be  visible,  except 
at  the  head.  If  most  of  these  details  were  not 
attended  to,  in  all  probability  the  fly  would  not 
swim  straight  in  the  water,  and  a  salmon  fly  that 
wobbles  or  swims  crookedly  is  useless. 

Now,  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  lay  out  on  a  table 
(which  should  be  placed  in  a  good  light)  everything 
that  will  be  reqvured,  except  the  feathers  for  the 
wings,  which  can  be  left  for  the  present.  Fix  the 
vice  firmly  to  the  right-hand  comer  of  the  table, 
and  secure  the  bend  of  the  hook  in  the  jaws — 
shank  to  the  right,  barb  downwards.  Learn  to  tie 
on  a  good-sized  hook,  not  smaller  than  a  No.  2-0. 
It  will  be  found  easier  than  commencing  on  a 
smaller  one.  We  will  begin  with  an  ordinary 
hook,  to  which  a  gut  loop  must  be  attached.  (A 
strand  of  twisted  gut  should  have  been  soaked  in 
cold  water  for  half  an  hour.) 

Take  a  piece  of  gossamer  silk  about  two  feet 
long,  and  stretch  it  well ;  this  will  remove  all 
tendency  to  kink.  Double  the  silk,  then  wax 
about  three  inches  at  each  end.  Wiud  a  turn  of 
one  end  round  the  left  forefinger  and  press  the 
thumb  on  to  it,  pass  the  silk  over  the  hook 
attached  to  the  pillar  of  the  vice,  and  wind  one 
turn  of  the  other  end  round  the  second  finger  of 
left  hand.  Now  rub  the  wax  two  or  three  times 
along  each  double  strand  above  and  below,  shifting 
the  first  and  second  fingers  backwards  and  forwards 
so  that  the  part  near  the  hook  gets  waxed.  Next 
take  the  sga^ed  strand  of  twisted  gut  and  cut  ofi  ft 
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piece  for  the  loop.  It  should  be  of  such  a  length 
that  when  doubled  and  applied  to  the  hook  the  loop 
wiU  extend  about  one-seventh  of  an  inch  beyond 
the  hook,  and  the  ends  will  reach  almost,  but  not 
quite,  as  far  as  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the 
shank  from  the  point  of  the  hook.  Untwist  two 
or  three  tinrns  at  each  end,  flatten  the  ends 
between  the  teeth,  then  cut  each  to  a  different 
length  with  a  sharp  knife,  at  the  same  time 
tapering  the  points.  Some  fly  makers  use  two 
strands  of  gut  only,  doubled  but  not  twisted.  The 
ends  should  be  tapered  in  the  same  way.  For  very 
small  flies  single  salmon  gut  only  should  be  used, 


Fig.  8. 


the  stouter  and  stronger  the  better,  the  ends  being 
tapered  as  before. 

The  method  of  tying  them  on  is  the  same  for  all, 
and  is  as  follows  : — Holding  one  end  of  the  doubled 
tying  silk  between  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  left 
hand  close  to  the  hook  (the  right  hand  holding  the 
silk  six  or  eight  inches  higher  up) ,  and  commencing 
about  one-third  of  an  inch  from  the  end  of  the 
shank,  wind  with  the  right  hand  four  or  five  spiral 
turns  of  the  silk  tightly  roimd  the  bare  hook  towards 
the  head  end  ;  take  care  not  to  go 'within  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  of  the  end  of  the  shank,  which  must  be 
left  bare  until  the  wings  are  tied  on.    Cut  off  the 
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short  end  held  in  the  left  hand  (the  was  prevents 
the  coils  from  untwisting) ;  now  pick  up  the  gut 
loop,  and  placing  it  under  the  shank,  hold  it  there 
between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand, 
while  you  wind  the  tying  silk  closely  and  tightly 
round  both  hook  and  gut,  towards  the  bend  of  the 
hook.  In  order  to  make  the  tying  silk  lie  flat,  after 
the  first  two  tinrns,  twist  it  up  between  the  fore- 
finger and  thumb  fi-om  right  to  left;  each  turn 
round  the  hook  will  then  take  out  one  twist.  By 
this  simple  plan  the  doubled  silk  can  easily  be 
wound  on  quite  flat. 
Be  very  careful  to  keep  tts  gut  straight  under 


the  hook,  and  do  not  let  one  coil  of  the  silk  ride 
over  another. 

The  more  evenly  the  binding  is  done  tho  more 
easy  will  it  be  to  form  the  body  correctly  after- 
wards. Wind  on  until  all  the  gut  is  covered,  then 
pressing  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  against  the 
last  coil  of  silk  on  the  far  side  of  the  hook  (to 
prevent  it  getting  loose), 'form  a  half  hitch  as 
shown,  pull  it  tight,  and  cut  ofi'  the  end  close. 
With  the  nads  of  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  left 
hand,  pinch  the  gut  tightly  at  the  head  while  you 
push  the  stiletto  up  through  the  loop  from  below. 


0 

Fig.  10. 

If  all  has  been  correctly  done  the  fastening  will 
be  perfectly  smooth  and  evenly  tapered,  and  the 
loop  will  appear  as  shown. 

With  eyed  hooks,  gut  is  of  course  imnecessary, 
but  to  prevent  the  hook  slipping  it  is  advisable  to 
wind  a  smooth  tight  layer  of  the  double  tying  silk 
up  the  shank,  commencing,  though,  close  to  the  eye, 
but  finishing  off  as  for  the  gut  loop.  With  very 
small  flies  there  is  no  need  to  finish  off  the  silk  ; 
one  piece  will  be  sufficient  for  the  whole  fly,  and 
can  be  carried  on  without  any  half  hitch. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  sdk 
during  these  operations,  and  throughout  the  whole 
process  of  making  the  fly,  should  be  kept  tight. 

If  a  vice  is  not  used  the  hook  must  be  held  in 
all  cases  between  the  forefinger  and  thmnb  of  the 
left  hand,  pressing  the  middle  finger  against  the 
hook  to  prevent  the  silk  imwinding  or  becoming 
loose  while  you  finish  off. 

Tags. 

Nearly  all  salmon  flies  have  what  is  called  a 
"  tag."  It  is  usually  formed  with  twist  or  wke  and 
floss  silk  or  fur,  or  twist  or  wire  only.  We  will 
begin  with  the  first  mentioned.  In  this  case  the 
twist  should  commence  at  a  spot  immediately  above 
the  point  of  the  barb.  Take  a  fresh  piece  of  tying 
silk,  doubled  and  waxed  as  before,  and,  commencing 
in  the  case  of  an  eyed  hook,  close  to  where  the  first 
piece  of  silk  was  itinished  off,  wind  a  tm-n  of  the 
silk,  the  short  end  of  which  should  be  to  the  left, 
round  the  hook,  tying  down  at  the  same  time  the 
short  end.  (In  the  case  of  a  hook  with  gut  loop, 
the  second  piece  of  silk  should  be  tied  in  at  a  spot 
about  over  the  root  of  the  barb.)  After  two  or 
three  more  turns  cut  off  the  short  end  close  and 
continue  to  wind  towards  the  bend  of  the  hook, 
now  attach  the  heavy  pliers  to  the  tying  sOk,  a  few 
inches  below  the  hook,  and  leave  them  hanging ; 
they  will  prevent  the  silk  imwinding  and  keep  it 
tight.  This  is  a  very  useful  plan  when  tying  with 
a  vice,  as  the  fly  can  be  left  at  any  time  without 
fear  of  any  part  becoming  loose. 


[Fig.  11. 


W^hen  tying  flies  on  hooks  with  gut  loops  without 
a  vice,  fly-tiers  generally  wedge  the  silk  between 
the  hook  shank  and  the  gut  loop.  Another  method 
is  to  wind  on  a  few  turns  of  silk  in  open  coils,  and 
a  few  back  over  them. 

Take  a  piece  of  twist  about  three  inches  long, 
holding  it  tightly  between  the  nails  of  the  forefinger 
and  thiunb  of  the  left  hand,  so  that  about  one 
quarter  of  an  inch  is  projecting  to  the  right,  pull  off 
with  the  naUs  of  the  right  hand  the  tinsel  from  the 
projecting  end,  when  the  inside  silk  or  core  will  be 
exposed.  With  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand  hold 
the  twist  against  the  side  of  the  hook  (the  exposed 
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core  to  the  right)  so  that  the  commencement  of  the 
twist  is  exactly  above  the  point  of  the  barb  ;  wind 
two  turns  of  the  tying  silk  over  the  exposed  core, 
closely  and  tightly,  until  you  reach  the  twist,  and 
leave  the  pliers  hanging  to  the  silk ;  the  exposed 
core  should  not  be  cut  off  yet.    Next  take  hold  of 


Fig.  12. 


the  twist  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the 
right  hand,  and  wind  three  or  four  tight  close  turns, 
the  first  coil  being  round  the  bare  hook,  the  remainder 
over  the  coils  of  tying  silk  ;  then,  still  keeping  the 
twist  tightly  pulled  towards  you,  take  one  turn  of 
the  tying  silk  over  it,  let  go  of  the  twist,  cut  it  off 


by  10,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent. 

For  distance,  five  casts  shall  be  made,  and  the 
average  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall 
constitute  the  spore.    Highest  wins. 

No  restrictions  as  to  rod,  line,  reel  or  method  of 
casting,  provided  that  all  casts  are  made  from  the 
reel. 

Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of 
the  tank,  the  Cast  shall  count,  but  shall  not  be 
scored. 

Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at 
each  buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before 
casting  to  score. 

Saturday  Evening,  March  4,  8.30  p.m. — Event  20. 
— Trout  fly-casting  contest.  Right  and  left  hand 
event.  Distance  only.  Weight  of  rod  and  length 
of  leader  um-estricted.    Open  to  all. 

The  contestant  is  allowed  six  minutes  for  two 
alternate  trials  of  one  and  a  half  minute's  duration 
to  cast  with  each  hand. 

The  longest  cast  made  during  each  one  and  a  half 
minute  term  shall  be  counted,  and  the  average  of 
these  four  casts  shall  be  the  score.    Highest  wins. 


Fig.  13. 

about  one  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  hook,  and 
holding  the  silk  tight,  with  the  nails  remove  the 
tinsel  as  before,  leaving  the  core  exposed  ;  wind 
two  or  three  more  turns  of  the  tying  silk  and  let  go 
of  the  pliers.  Cut  off  the  exposed  ends  of  floss. 
{To  be  continued.) 


CORRECTION  IN  THE  NEW  YORK 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT  PROGRAMME 

Dear  Sib,— I  herewith  send  corrections  made  in 
our  programme.  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  may 
have  the  pleasure  of  seemg  some  of  your  English 
casters  here  this  spring. — Yours  very  truly, 

D.  T.  Abercbombie 

Saturday  Afternoon,  Feb.  25,  3.30  p.m. — Event  7 
—Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  100ft.  with  a  Joz.  frog  in 
either  club  or  open  tournament.  Five  casts  shall 
be  made  for  distance  with  a  ^oz.  rubber  frog,  to 
be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Ten  casts  shall 
be  made  for  accuracy,  five  at  each  of  two  buoys, 
60ft.  and  70ft.  distance  from  casting  point. 

These  casts  to  be  made  with  Joz.  rubber  frog, 
and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog 
falls  from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided 
by  10,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent. 

For  distance,  five  casts  shall  be  made  and  the 
average  added  to  the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall 
constitute  the  score.    Highest  wins. 

No  Umit  as  to  rod,  line,  or  method  of  casting,  but 
all  casts  must  be  made  from  a  free  rimning  reel. 

Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of 
the  tank,  the  cast  shall  count,  but  will  not  be  scored. 
Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at 
each  buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before 
casting  to  score. 

Friday  Afternoon,  March  3,  3.30  p.m. — Event  17, 
— Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy  with  a  Joz.  rubber  frog.  Open  to  all 
Five  casts  shall  be  made  for  distance  with  a  Joz 
rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee 
Ten  casts  shall  be  made  for  accuracy,  five  at  each  of 
two  buoys,  60ft.  and  70ft.  distance  from  casting 
point. 

These  casts  to  be  made  with  Joz.  rubber  frog, 
and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  fro^ 
falls  from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Bejports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks. — Roach  fishing 
still  continues  bad,  and  this  is  exceptional,  as  at 
this  time  of  the  year  and  on  till  the  close  of  the 
season,  which  is  now  near  at  hand,  the  best  class  of 
these  fish  are  generally  had.    The  slack  stream, 
clear  water,  and  the  cold  nights  are  the  principal 
causes  of  the  lack  of  sport  amongst  roach.  At 
Weybridge  on  Feb.  5  the  anglers  in  five  punts 
scarcely  caught  a  fish.    Talking  with  Buttery,  the 
Ditton  professional,  on  Monday,  he  expressed  the 
view  that  a  good  warm  rain,  which  would  heighten 
the  temperature  of  the  watsr,  would  do  good.  I 
agreed  with  this,  and  on  Tuesday  the  welcome  rain 
arrived.    Of  course,  there  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
make  much  extra  stream,  so  that  fish  will  not  yet 
be  driven  into  the  eddies,  but  those  that  congregate 
in  these  places  will  not  be  so  easily  scared  by  the 
catching  of  one  of  their  brethren  as  they  have  been 
for  some  time  past.    Dace  are  working  up  at  Ted- 
dington  Weir  in  numbers.    A  few  small  pike  have 
been  caught  at  the  weir.     On  Feb.  6  there  were 
twenty-five  punts  out  between  Teddington  Lock 
and  Richmond.    This  district  is  to  be  the  scene  of 
another  g.eat  fishing  competition  on  Feb.  19.  The 
last  big  competition,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  held 
at  Windsor,  when  the  first  prize  winner  was  a  Mr. 
Hennings,  of  Kingston,  wlio,  with  two  other  Kingston 
anglers,  was  later  on  disquahfled.   The  Surrey  Comet 
sayg: — "I  hear  that  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  is  organising 
another  competition.    Before  any  local  anglers  enter 
I  think  Mr.  Abrahams  will  have  to  afford  some 
explanation  of  why  the  prizes  won  in  the  last  com- 
petition were  not  awarded  to  Messrs.  Heimings  and 
Gibbs,  of  this  town.    I  sent  Mr.  Abrahams  a  marked 
copy  of  the  Comet  in  which  I  ventilated  their  griev- 
ance, but  have  received  no  reply  whatever."  There 
is  no  wish  to  wash  any  dirty  linen  in  public,  but  it 
is  felt  that  some  explanation  should  be  forthcoming 
of  the  disqualification.    Fishing  has  been  very  poor 
lately  at  Henley,  and  many  anglers  have  in  conse- 
quence felt  that  it  has  not  been  worth  while  going 
out.     However,   an  experiment  of  considerable 
interest  has  been  conmienced  by  the  enterprising 
Fisheries  Association   at  Henley.     One  hundred 
very  nice  trout  (fario),  measuring  not  less  than 
12in.  in  length,  and  the  majority  considerably  more, 
were  turned  into  the  Thames  at  Henley  Bridge  on 
Monday  last.    Each  fish  carried  an  oxidised  silver 
tablet  securely  fixed  through  its  dorsal  fin,  and 
each  tablet  bore  the  letter  "H"  together  with  a 
number,  the  series  running  from  H.Ol  to  H.OIOO. 
The  fish  were  bred  at   the  Hyde  End  Fishery, 
Brimpton,  Berks,  and  the  able  manager  of  the 
fishery,  Captain  T.  R.  Morse,  lent  valuable  assist- 
ance in  selecting  and  marking  the  fish,  and  keeping 
them  under  observation  for  an  adequate  period 
after  the  operation.     Only  one  of  the  fish  was 
seriously  indisposed  from  the  handhng  .ind  journey, 
and  he  happened  to  be  the  smallest  of  the  consign- 
ment, but  after  undergoing  some  nursing  he  will 
eventually  be  placed  in  the  Thames.    This  experi- 
ment is  unique  so  far  as  trout  for  the  Thames  is 
concerned,  and  it  is  hoped  to  gain  valuable  informa- 
tion from  the  new  departure.    Anglers  are  specially 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
H.F.P.A.  or  to  the  angling  journals  at  any  time 
when  one  of  these  fish  is  captured,  giving  details 


of  weight,  locality,  and  the  number  borne  by  the 
fish.  If  a  pike  containing  one  of  the  tablets  be 
taken  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  H.F.P.A.  would  consider 
it  a  favour  to  be  informed  of  the  fact.  The 
experiment  being  one  that  may  be  emulated 
by  other  societies  on  the  Thames,  a  few  notes  on 
tlie  subject  may  be  of  service  and  perhaps  avoid 
confusion.  A  different  letter  and  series  of  num- 
bering should  be  adopted  by  each  society.  This 
is  important.  The  labels  used  by  the  H.F.P.A. 
were  specially  made  by  Messrs.  Sutherland  & 
Home,  10,  South  St.  Andrews-street,  Edinburgh, 
the  cost  being  15s.  per  hundred.  Captain  Morse 
has  expressed  his  willingness  to  assist  in  furthering 
similar  experiments  in  the  future.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  large  trout  have  now  been  turned  into  the 
Thames  this  season  by  the  H.F.P.A.,  and  anglers 
are  invited  to  assist  by  subscribing  to  the  frmds  of 
the  society,  which  is  doing  the  best  restocking 
work  for  the  river.  Each  year  the  society  places  a 
good  number  of  coarse  fish  as  well  as  trout  into  the 
river,  and  it  is  a  wonder  how  such  excellsnt 
restocking  work  can  be  accomplished  at  so  small  a 
cost.  Everyone  who  fishes  the  Thames  must  feel 
indebted  to  the  able  and  enthusiastic  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  who  devotes  a  great  amount  of 
time  and  trouble  to  this  class  of  work  without 
payment  of  any  kind,  and  all  for  his  love  of  the 
sport.  His  only  hope  is  that  anglers  will  not  forget 
that,  although  he  is  doing  this  work  gratuitously, 
he  hopes  that  anglers  will  support  the  association 
financially,  in  order  that  the  restocking  may  be 
continued. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  An  exceedingly  good 
season  has  been  experienced  on  the  Teign,  and  the 
Conservators  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  £51  15s.  7d. 
During  the  past  season  rods  have  captured  forty- 
six  salmon,  thirteen  grilse,  and  about  900  peal. 
About  £70  has  been  received  in  Ucences  during  the 
season,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  spend  £15  in 
restocking  the  river,  and  £5  will  also  be  devoted 
to  this  purpose  from  the  Lower  Teign  Association, 
who  concluded  the  season  with  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £20  5s.  Id.  The  Conservators  have  decided  to 
raise  the  price  for  trout  and  char  (exclusive  of 
salmon)  hcences  from  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  for  the  season. 
One  thousand  of  the  yearling  trout  ordered  by  the 
Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators  have  been  placed  in 
the  river  by  Mr.  J.  Sanders  in  streams  in  the 
South  Molton  neighbourhood.  Over  1000  less 
salmon  have  been  canght  in  the  Exe  during  the  past 
season,  but  there  has  been  larger  fish  nettad,  the 
average  being  about  101b.  The  average  fish  caught 
by  rod  was  nearly  101b.,  as  compared  with  nearly 
9lb.  in  1903.  Nearly  450  cormorants  have  been 
killed.— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter) , — The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Teign  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  last 
week.  Lord  Chfiord  presiding.  Forty-six  salmon, 
thirteen  grilse,  and  about  900  peal  were  caught  by 
the  rod  anglers.  The  water-baiUff  reported  a  serious 
pollution  of  the  river  caused  by  the  gasworks  at 
Moreton,  but  Messrs.  WiUy  &  Co.,  it  was  stated, 
had  undertaken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the 
alleged  nuisance.  It  was  decided  to  devote  £15 
towards  restocking  the  river.  The  reports  generally 
from  the  rivers  in  Devonshire  have  been  very  favour- 
able. The  Lower  Teign  Association  also  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  Newton  under  the  presidency  of 
Colonel  Trimmer,  Mr.  Sharland  being  appointed 
in  place  of  Major-Gen.  Mackay  Heriot,  who  has  left 
the  neighbourhood.  It  was  decided  to  rent  Mr. 
Stone's  fishing  rights  over  the  field  below  Teign 
House,  and  to  add  £5  to  the  fund  devoted  by  the 
Conservators  to  the  restocking  of  the  last-named 
river.  In  the  Exe  near  Exeter  and  by  St.  David's 
Station,  as  also  in  the  Exeter  Canal,  some  pike  and 
a  few  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken,  but  no 
special  records  made.  A  few  pollack  and  mullet 
have  been  caught  on  the  pier  at  Exmouth. — Red 
Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Rain  has  fallen,  the 
weather  is  milder,  and  prospects  for  roach  fishing 
this  week-end  have  improved.  The  water,  unless 
more  rain  falls,  is,  however,  likely  to  be  found  very 
bright,  though  at  Ware,  on  Feb.  8,  it  was  showing 
a  tinge  of  colour.  Few  fish  of  any  kind  are  reported 
taken  at  St.  Margaret's,  Ware,  Rye  House,  or 
Hertford.  Anglers  have  been  far  from  numerous  on 
the  banks  lately  owing  to  the  unfavourable  con- 
ditions and  poor  prospects  of  sport.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  grand 
condition  for  fishing.  There  have  been  some  splen- 
did catches  of  pike,  roach,  and  dace.  Two  gentle- 
men from  Luton  (Mr.  Fyson  and  Mr.  Cotchin) 
caught,  on  Feb.  5,  six  pike  weighing  respectively 
8lb.,  7lb.,  5|lb.,  ^\h.,  3^1b.,  3lb. ;  on  Monday,  Feb.  6, 
caught  pike  weighing  9|lb.,  9lb.,  7ilb.,  5ilb., 
^\h.,  4Jlb.,4pb.,4Jlb.,  4lb.,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  3ib.— twelve 
fish  in  all.  Ariother  gentleman  caught  561b.  of  pike 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  7,  the  largest  scaling  101b.  There 
has  been  some  very  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace. 
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PRACTICALANGLERS, 
MANUFACTURERS  of 


WYERS  FRERES, 

Higfh=Qrade  Fishing:  Tackle, 

"CONTINENTAL  WORKS,"  REDDITCH,  England. 


If  you  ape  undecided  what  Rod  to  take  on  youp  next  Salmon  Fishing  Tpip,  investig-ate  the  mepits  of  the 
"Geo.  M.  Kelson"  Salmon  Rod.  You  won't  make  any  mistake  if  you  select  one  of  these  Rods,  as  they  ape 
used  by  many  expepienced  Salmon  Angleps,  who  pponounee  them  "THE  BEST  IN  THE  WORLD." 


THE    LATEST   IMPROVED    "GEO.  M.  KELSON"   RENT  "STEEL  BAMBOO"  SALMON  RODS. 

These  Rods  are  made  of  the  finest  fibre  of  Java  "Steel  Bamboo"  ;  this  is  split  or  rifted  by  hand,  thus  avoiding  any  cross  grain.  Each  section  is  tested 
separately  and  guaranteed  perfect  before  bemg  cemented  together,  and  is  so  constructed  as  to  leave  the  outside  enamel  of  the  Bamboo  intact  thus  making  these 
Rods  practically  unbreakable.  They  are  all  mounted  with  the  "Kelson"  semi-hexagonal  resilient  tongued  ferrules  (Wyers'  Patent),  and  are  fitted  with  our  new 
patent  lock  joints,  wedge  winch  fittings,  anti-friction  steel  revolving  guide  rings,  double  cork  grips,  and  India  rubber  body  rest. 


"  EmpePOP  "  Salmon  Rod,  17  ft.,  double  built,  £12.  "  Emppess  "  Salmon  Eod,l6J  ft.,  double  built,  £11.  "  Ppince  "  Salmon  &  Grilse  Rod,  16  ft.,  double  built,  £^0, 

No  pains  are  spared  to  make  the  "Kelson"  Rods  the  best  that  human  ^  CL^^C^yST^l.^      stamped  on  the  butt  cap,  without 

skill  can  produce.    All  these  Rods  bear  the  autograph  signature,  C^ri-         i^^v-v^/-**-   v  which  none  are  genuine. 

f   fit  CP    TRADE  MAKK^ 

N.B,— These  Special  Rods  {Geo.  M.  Kelson  Balance)  can  be' manufactured  in  any  length,  light  or  heavy,  to  suit  the  strength  of  prospective  purchasers. 


THE   "GEO.  M.  KELSON"  IMPROVED    DOUBLE   TAPERED   SALMON  FLY   CASTING  LINES. 

23/6  each. 


Prepared  under  the  Air  Pump,  polished  and  finished  on  the  Improved  "  Kelson  "  principle.    Made  in  four  sizes,  Nos,  3  to  6. 

Nos. 
3 


These  lines  are  the  exact 
facsimile  of  those  dressed  by 
Mr.  Kelson  himself,  the  skin 
of  which  never  cracks  or  chips 
off,  but  simply  wears  through, 


22/-  „ 
20/-  „ 
18/6  „2 


All  the  genuine  Lines  bear  the  following  autograph  signature :       '"^^  ^-'^^^^^^TX'-'^^ 


THE   "GEO.   M.    KELSON"   IMPROVED   GUT  CASTS. 

Specially  adapted  for  use  with  the  "  Kelson  "  Double  Tapered  Salmon  Lines. 

No.  2446.    Plaited  Gut,  made  on  the  most  approved  principle    No.  3,  2/6       No.  4,  2/3 

No.  2445.    Single  Gut,  made  from  choicest  Salmon  Gut    \\,       ...         „     7/-  „  5/_ 


No.  5,  2/- 
.,  4/- 


No.  6, 1/9  each. 
3/-  „ 


THE    "GEO.    M.    KELSON"  STANDARD 
PATTERNS  OF  FLIES. 

Tied  on  Mr.  Kelson's  Special  -'Catch  and  hold  'em"  Hooks. 

Hook  No.  5,  4,  3  2,  1  1+,  0,  2/0  3/0,  4/0  5/0,  6/0 

Price      l/e"  1/9  "2/-"  ^i/i""  'i/eeach. 


The  Dunt. 


WE  ARE  HERE  TO  SERVE  YOU ! 

WRITE  TO-DAY  FOR  CATALOGUE  AND  PRICES. 
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Boats,  bait,  etc.,  from  Rolpb,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 

 A.  ROLPH. 

iMUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  nonning  in  good  order  for  either 
maggot  or  grasshopper  fishing.  Fishing  of  late  has 
been  very  quiet,  grayling  not  being  on  the  feed, 
and  anglers  are  now  beguming  to  look  to  their 
tackle  for  the  trout  season  next  month. — Gwynne. 

Neue  (Feterborongli). — Anglers  lately  have  had 
plenty  of  sport  around  Peterborough.  Dace  and 
chub  have  been  the  best  on  the  feed,  and  some  fine 
specimens  of  the  latter  have  been  secured.  Mr. 
Edwin  Wright,  fishing  against  The  Thicket,  caught 
a  splendid  chub  weighing  over  51b.  Mr.  Hoare  at 
the  Carp  Hole  on  Feb.  4  caught  the  largest  pike 
taken  this  season,  scaling  1 1  lb.  lloz.  Rain  is  now 
very  badly  needed  to  give  the  river  a  flushing,  and 
then  no  doubt  some  good  baskets  would  be  taken. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Salterton). — The  river  con- 
tinues to  keep  very  low  indeed,  quite  unusually  so 
for  the  time  of  year.  Several  rods — your  reporter 
included — have  visited  the  public  water,  and 
a  few  brace  of  trout,  averaging  about  4oz., 
have  fallen  to  each.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  Otter  season  only  small  fish  go  for 
the  fly.  On  Feb.  4  a  few  flies — February  Reds — 
made  their  appearance  about  1  p.m.,  and  several 
fish  rose  at  them.  A  short  time  ago  a  fisherman, 
waiting  for  wild  duck  among  the  rocks  at  the 
mouth  oL-the  river,  was  astonished  to  see  three 
otters  come  out  of  the  sea  and  cUmb  on  to  the 
rocks.  He  fired,  and  says  he  killed  two  of  them. 
It  seems  a  great  pity  such  interesting  creatures 
should  be  destroyed.  Netting  the  river  of  course 
continues  daily,  but  the  takes  are  small. — ELEBOisr. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Water  still  in  good  con- 
dition, the  rain  has  unproved  it  a  bit,  and  it  seems 
to  have  brought  the  pike  on  a  bit,  as  several  gentle- 
men had  decent  takes  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Richards  had  six  nice  fish  one  day,  Mr,  Morgan 
four,  largest,  81b.,  and  several  other  anglers 
three  or  four  each,  and  no  doubt  some  good 
ones  will  be  caught  before  the  close  of  the  season  as 
there  are  plenty  now. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymoutli. — During  this  month  fishermen  are 
eagerly  anticipating  the  commencement  of  the  trout 
and  salmon  fishing.  Although  the  Conservators 
do  not  open  their  portions  of  the  rivers  or  those 
portions  that  they  preserve  until  March  I,  there 
are  certain  rivers  and  portions  that  are  open  on 
Feb.  1.  I  have  not,  however,  yet  heard  of  anybody 
that  has  been  out,  although  several  have  been 
inqiiiring  which  are  the  best  rivers  to  fish,  and  the 
best  and  easiest  way  to  get  at  [them.  The  winter 
has  been  exceptionally  good  for  the  spawners,  and 
the  keepers  have  been  busy  accordingly  watching 
the  beds,  and  extra  hands  have  been  employed  over 
this  work.  I  would  mention  for  those  conservators 
or  associations  who  anticipate  [restocking  that  this 
is  the  best  month  for  the  purpose.  The  fish  are 
cheap  enough,  and  the  fish  farms  are  numerous  and 
weU  provided,  so  there  is  no  excuse  on  the  score  of 
scarcity.  Everything  bids  fair  for  a  good  season, 
and  if  it  is  as  good  as  the  last  we  shall  not  com- 
plain, although,  of  course,  we  should  not  mind 
going  one  better.  I  have  received  both  the  trout 
and  salmon  Ucences  for  the  various  rivers  for 
distribution,  and  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  give 
any  intending  fishermen  the  benefit  of  my  forty 
years'  experience  if  he  would  like  to  call  or  write. — 
William  Heaedeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — On  the  whole  the  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  most  favourable  for  angling,  although 
some  heavy  showers  of  rain  on  Monday  night  have 
rather  discoloured  the  water  in  all  these  rivers  for 
a  few  days.  Since  the  rain  fell  the  atmosphere  in 
the  daytime  has  been  most  mild  and  springlike, 
yet  with  a  tinge  of  frost  at  night,  but  which  is  soon 
dispelled  by  the  bright  sunshine,  so  that  grayling 
anglers  are  again  busy  at  work  with  good  sport  in 
the  Tanat  and  Vymwy,  both  of  which  rivers  were 
not  so  much  affected  by  the  rain  as  was  the  Severn, 
from  which  river  some  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse 
fish  have  been  taken,  but  salmon  in  that  river  in 
this  neighbourhood,  as  far  as  angling  is  concerned, 
have  all  yet  to  be  taken. — ^Vyenwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still 
very  clear,  and  fish  are  feeding  very  shyly.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  with  varying  success,  but 
both  fish  and  bags  have  been  on  the  small  side. 
One  angler  on  Feb.  5  had  a  good  bag  of  tench  near 
Bmes.  Several  pike  have  also  been  taken,  but 
nothing  I  have  heard  of  going  over  51b.  Paste  or 
gentles  are  the  best  baits  for  roach. — W.  T.  Baln- 

BRIDGE. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 

weather  continues  mild  and  foggy,  and  sunshine  but 
seldom  graces  us  with  its  warmth  and  brightness. 
Rivers  are  in  excellent  order,  and  sport  has  been  good< 
Roach  have  fed  well  on  the  Ouse,  and  good  bags 
have  been  secured,  but  individual  takes  are  not 


specified.  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  on  Feb.  5,  had  some 
nice  roach  and  dace,  the  latter  including  a  fish  of 
lOoz.  Dace  are  also  feeding  well  in  the  Cuckmere. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  grand  order.  The  basin 
for  pike  is  now  the  best  venue,  as  the  barges  drive 
the  fish  to  the  more  extensive  and  deeper  water.  On 
Wednesday  a  mimber  of  Portsmouth  anglers  had  a 
day  at  the  canal.  Pike  were  weU  on  feed,  and  over 
a  dozen  nice  fish  were  taken,  some  up  to  81b.  Mr. 
G.  Leach,  of  Landport,  is  accredited  with  five,  and  a 
brother  angler  with  six.  Several  members  were 
lower  down  the  water,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
I  have  not  been  able  to  get  results.  A  pike  of  4Jlb. 
was  captiired  near  Henfield  with  live  snap.  On 
Feb.  8,  Mr.  E.  A.  Adams,  a  pike  of  51b.  and  a  roach 
of  21b. ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Snelgrove,  five  roach,  heaviest, 
lib.  6oz.,  lib.  5^oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  three  tench, 
heaviest,  21b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Herman,  five  roach,  heaviest, 
two  of  1  lb.  8oz.  each ;  Mr.  Peacock,  four  roach, 
heaviest,  21b. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tenxe  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk 
of  late.  Dace,  roach,  chub  and  grayling  have  been 
feeding  on  maggot  and  worm,  but  sport  has  been 
quiet.  A  few  more  rods  out  this  week,  and  some 
fair  fish  landed  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Grayling 
are  rising,  but  very  few  fish  taken. — ^S.  Lcjdlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Rain  has  been 
had,  but  has  not  altered  the  water,  and  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  have  been  taking  maggot.  Grayling  do 
not  appear  to  be  on  the  move,  and  Uttle  sport 
is  expected  before  March  2,  when  trout  come  in. — 

WOECESTEE. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring^ 
Kivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  aU  our  rivers  are 
rimning  low  and  fine.  Two  gentlemen  a  few  days 
ago  killed  two  good  creels  of  grayling  on  the  Till, 
fishing  the  finest  tackle,  the  lure  being  the  small 
red  worm.  There  is  little  salmon  fishing  to  report 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  our  waters. 
The  Coquet  has  been  tested  by  a  good  sprinkling 
of  anglers  with  poor  results.  I  have  heard  of  only 
four  fresh  run  fish  being  killed.  There  are  any 
amount  of  kelts  in  the  river,  and  take  fly  freely  ;  I 
know  of  one  gentleman  returning  five  in  one  day, 
var3ring  from  about  41b.  to  121b.  The  best  flies  are 
Jock  Wilkinson,  Teal  and  Yellow,  and  Mallard  and 
Claret.  —  Henry  A.  MtJETON,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  river  during  the  week,  and  the 
conditions  are  now  favourable  for  all  kinds  of  fishing. 
On  Friday  Mr.  Douglas  W.  Graham,  of  Hilston 
Park,  was  out  salmon  fishing,  piloted  by  R.  Morgan. 
He  landed  a  couple  of  kelts  safely,  and  then 
hooked  a  fine  fish,  but  unfortunately  after  playing 
him  for  some  time  and  getting  him  close  to  land 
he  lost  him.  The  probable  weight  of  the  fish 
was  about  251b.  He  also  landed  a  fine  chub,  which 
are  taking  any  kind  of  bait.  Coarse  fishing  still 
provides  good  sport,  although  pike  do  not  appear 
to  be  on  the  feed  yet.  There  are  plenty  of  them  in 
the  pools,  but  exhibit  great  laziness.  Trout  are 
more  on  the  move  now  that  the  weather  is  milder, 
and  there  is  every  indication  of  a  successful  season. 
— Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  Yorkshire  streams  have 
been  running  fairly  high.  The  weather,  has  been 
very  genial  and  like  spring  ;  even  in  the  very  higher 
reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale  we  have  a  promise 
of  spring  for  both  the  missel  and  song  thrush  are 
singing  merrily.  The  catkins  of  the  hazel  hang 
thickly  on  the  boughs,  the  willow  buds  are  bursting 
and  gleam  hke  pearls  in  the  sunshine,  and  we  are 
gathering  snowdrops  on  the  banks  of  the  Yore,  but 
with  all  the  open  weather,  we  have  experienced  very 
high  winds,  which  has  been  against  grayling  fishing ; 
if  the  present  wonderfully  mild  weather  continues 
we  may  expect  to  end  the  graying  season  well,  for 
the  £ah,  I  see,  are  rising  to  the  fly.  On  Feb.  6  I 
saw  a  number  of  gnats  and  a  few  Dark  Needles  and 
Browns  on  the  Yore.  Very  few  rods  out  between 
Masham  and  Clifton.  In  the  district  of  Ripon 
some  very  nice  baskets  of  grayling  have 
been  got  with  the  worm.  Messrs.  Lean  and  Daniel 
have  met  with  some  very  fair  sport.  In  the  lower 
reaches  very  httle  has  been  done.  Should  the 
present  mild  weather  continue,  fair  sport  should  be 
met  with  amongst  the  pike  with  live  bait.  The  Wharf  e 
has  been  in  very  fair  trim.  A  few  grayhng  have  been 
caught  at  Ilkley,  Harewood,  and  CoUingham.  In 
the  lower  reaches  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  at  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf.  At  the  latter  place 
some  very  fair  sample  of  roach  have  been  caught. 
On  Feb.  4  one  or  two  good  baskets  of  roach  were 
caught.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Cooke  had  a  nice  basket 
of  roach,  weighing  61b.  The  Nidd  has  been  in  fair 
trim.  Very  few  anglers  out  in  the  upper  reaches. 
A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  in  the  districts 
of  Ribston,  Walshford,  and  Cowthorpe.    At  the 


latter  place  some  very  nice  perch  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  Quarton  last  week-end  had  fair  sport 
amongst  the  perch,  his  best  flsh  weighing  1  lb.  16oz. 
The  weather  took  a  decided  change  on  Wednesday, 
keen  frost  prevailing.  The  approaching  trout 
season  points  to  open  well. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Esk  (iSumfriesshire). — The  last  back  end  season 
on  the  Border  Esk  was  one  of  the  most  disappoint- 
ing on  record,  and  it  may  be  asked  how  much  of 
the  falling  off  was  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  the  river  in  the  upper  reaches,  owing  to 
the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Langholm  and  the  foul 
refuse  from  the  numerous  factories  there.  Anglers, 
however,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
Esk  annually  during  the  angling  season  may  rest 
assured  that  the  purification  of  the  river  will  be 
proceeded  with  at  once.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  will  co- 
operate in  a  work  that  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a 
benefit  to  the  town  and  to  the  river,  in  whose 
angling  interests  they,  as  a  fishing  body,  are  con- 
cerned, more  especially  as  the  Esk  and  its  tributary, 
the  Liddle,  are  yearly  advancing  into  importance  as 
salmon  and  trouti  ng  streams.  The  threatened  evil 
should  be  remedied  at  once,  which  if  allowed  to  con- 
tinue would  prevent  the  fish  from  ascending  to  the 
upper  waters.  The  river  having  enjoyed  an  immunity 
from  pollution  almost  from  time  immemorial,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  such  will  never  get  a  foothold  in  the 
clearest  angling  waters  that  flow  into  the  Solway 
Firth.— G. 

Iiocb  Tay. — On  the  Ardeonaig  Water,  from  Jan. 
28  to  Feb.  3,  Mr.  Thomas  Russell,  Paisley,  landed 
four  salmon,  weighing  83pb.  The  loch  is  in  splendid 
ply  for  fishing. — Peter  Campbell. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.). — On  Jan.  27,  on 
the  hotel  water,  Mrs.  Knight  caught  a  salmon, 
261b. ;  on  Feb.  2,  one  161b.  on  the  reserve  water;  on 
Feb.  7,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  caught  a  salmon, 
181b.  Loch  fast  coming  into  good  ply  after  the 
storms. — W.  Knight. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  KxUin 
Hotel  on  Feb.  3,  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  Airdrie,  landed  a 
salmon  of  181b. ;  on  the  7th,  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  Airdrie, 
one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Dixon,  Glasgow,  one  of  161b. ; 
on  the  8th,  Mr.  R.  C,  Clephan  one  of  141b.  The 
weather  tha  last  few  days  has  been  much  milder  and 
more  favourable  for  fishing,  and  the  wind  has  gone 
down.  — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  water  on  Feb.  1,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond, 
had  a  salmon  of  141b.  On  Feb.  2  he  had  one  of 
lejlb. :  on  Feb.  4,  three  of  211b.,  181b.  and  14lb. 
On  Feb.  6,  Mr.  Robert  Moir  Drumellan,  Maybole, 
had  one  of  161b. ;  and  on  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Geen,  Rich- 
mond, had  two  of  181b.  each. — Robert  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  salmon  season  opens 
to-day  (Saturday)  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey, 
and  some  eighty  odd  streams,  and  already  most 
of  the  anglers  who  are  to  be  in  at  the  start 
have  put  in  an  appearance,  especially  on  the 
Dee.  The  weather  is  off  and  on  fresh  and 
frosty,  but  on  the  mild  side,  so  that  the  chances  are 
that  the  opening  days  will  at  least  be  favourable  to 
good  sport.  This  as  far  as  the  Dee  is  concerned, 
and  fish  are  reported  to  be  well  into  the  middle 
reaches.  The  rods  are  all  well  let  up  even  down  to 
the  tidals,  the  last  sections  on  the  lower  beats,  the 
Inchgarth  and  R-ithieston  pools  having  just  been 
secured  by  the  Aberdeen  Angling  Association.  The 
death  of  Mr.  W.  G<  Lindsay,  who  had  just 
acquired  the  Knappach  estate  and  waters,  removes 
from  the  fist  a  yoruig  keen  sportsman,  whose 
loss  wiU  be  felt  by  many  a  brother  of  the  rod. 
The  Don  has  been  altogether  too  low  for  fish  getting 
up  in  anything  like  numbers,  and  grave  fears  are 
being  entertained  that  the  spring  all  over  will  again 
prove  a  poor  one  from  the  want  of  moisture.  The 
Ythan  and  Ugie  do  not  open  tUl  Feb.  25,  and 
as  far  as  can  yet  be  judged  the  prospects  are 
not  over  bright.  The  poaching  fraternity  have 
been  actively  dealt  with,  and  several  captures  made 
on  the  Don.  This  is  their  chance  now  that  the 
markets  are  open.  The  netting  season  commences 
to-day  in  most  districts  on  the  east  coast,  but 
netsmen  are  not  over  sanguine  owing  to  the  com- 
paratively open  winter  and  the  timely — too  much 
so  for  them— floods  of  December  and  January. — 
G.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has 
been  in  fair  fishing  order,  notwithstanding  the  high 
winds  which  have  more  or  less  prevailed.  Since 
Feb.  5  a  good  number  of  fish  have  been  killed. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  catches 
for  week  ending  Jan.  31.  Stobhall. — Fishing 
this  water  on  Jan.  25,  Messrs.  H<  J.  Turner  and 
R.  J.  Yoimger  landed  one  fish  of  21  lb.,  and  on  the 
30th  three  of  181b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  L(5web 
Caegill. — Mr.  Stephen    Sanderson,  fishing  this 
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water  on  Jan.  18,  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.  Upper 
Stanley. — Fishing  on  Jan.  25  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder 
had  one  salmon  of  171b.,  on  the  27th  one  of  201b., 
and  on 'the  30th  another  of  201b.,  while  on  the 
Lower  Stanley  water  the  same  gentleman  landed 
two  fish  of  91b.  and'  101b.  on  the  26th  and  one  of 
161b.  on  the  28th.  Battleby  Water. — The  boat- 
men fishing  tliis  water  on  the  25th  had  one  salmon 
of  161b.,  and  another  of  191b.  on  the  26th,  while  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  Miss  A.  K. 
Wilson  landed  one  salmon  of  191b.  from  Lower 
Dunkeld  water  on  the  27th,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Park  one  salmon  of  221b.  on  Dalguise  water 
on  Jan.  30.  Mr.  Park  and  party  have  landed 
in  all  about  fiJty  kelts  during  the  last  fortnight,  as 
against  over  eighty  during  same  time  last  year. 
RiverLyon. — Fishingonthe  Fortingall  Hotel  Water 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  landed  one  salmon  of  191b.  on  Jan. 
19;  one  of  121b.  on  Jan.  20;  one  of  20ilb.  on  Jan. 
25 ;  two  of  15pb.  and  151b.  on  Jan.  28  ;  two  of  201b. 
and  141b.  on  Jan.  30  ;  and  two  of  161b.  each  on  Jan. 
31 ;  while  Mr.  Philip  „Geea,  jun.,  landed  one  fish  of 
241b.  on  Jan.  20 ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson  two  of  171b.  and 
181b.  on  Jan.  24;  and  Mr.  Wright  one  of  81b.  on  Jan. 
30.  Loch  Tay  (KilUn  Rsserved  Water).— Lt.-Gol. 
Crosby  had  one  salmon  of  141b.  on  Jan.  24,  one  of 
231b.  on  Jan.  25,  and  another  of  181b.  on  Jan.  27, 
while  Mr.  H.  J,  Knight  got  one  fish  of  151b.  on 
Jan.  25.  Owing  to  the  stormy  weather  no  boats 
have  been  fishing  this  part  of  the  loch  since 
Jan.  28. — A.  A.    [Too  lat3  for  insertion  last  week. J 

Tay. — The  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  been 
in  fine  ply  for  angling.  Sport,  however,  in  the 
lower  and  middle  reaches  has  not  been  quite  so 
good  as  the  previous  week,  owing  chiefly  to  the  mild 
weather  allowing  the  fish  to  push  forward  to  the 
upper  reaches.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  for  week  ending  Feb.  7.  Stanley 
Water. — Fishing  tliis  beat  on  Feb.  1,  Mr.  Alex. 
Heyder  killed  two  fish  of  17|lb.  and  61b.  ;  on 
Feb.  2,  two  fish  of  26|lb.  and  181b.  :  on  Feb.  3, 
two  of  20|lb.  and  151b.  ;  on  Feb.  6,  one  of 
231b.,  and  on  Feb.  7  two  of  231b.  and  21ilb. 
BcTENMOUTH. — Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  fishing  this 
stretch  on  Feb.  2,  killed  one  salmon  of  201b.,  while 
Mrs.  Anderson  had  one  of  161b.,  and  another  of  201b. 
on  7th  inst.  Mijbthxy. — Mr.  R.  L.  Scott,  fishing 
this  water  on  Feb.  2,  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  and 
another  of  191b.  on  3rd,  while  the  keepers,  fishing 
the  reserved  water  on  7th  inst.,  got  one  salmon  of 
181b.  Dunkeld  Water. — Fishing  Lower  Dimkeld 
stretch,  on  Feb.  2,  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  landed  one 
fish  of  151b.  and  another  of  191b.  on  the  Dalguise 
stretch  on  Feb.  3,  while  Mr.  W.  Shepherd,  fishing 
Mr.  Park's  Eastwood  Water  on  Feb.  1,  landed  one 
fish  of  18|lb.,  and  Mr.  Buchan  one  of  16Ib. 
on  Feb.  3.  River  Tummel. — Mr.  P.  M.  Coats 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  fishing  on  the  Faskally 
Water,  on  Feb.  6,  landed  one  fish  each  of  181b. 
River  Lyon. — Fishing  the  Fortingall  Hotel  water 
on  Feb.  1,  Mr.  PhiUp  Geen  landed  one  fish  of  141b., 
on  the  2nd  one  of  16^1b.,  on  the  4th  three  of  21  lb., 
181b.,  and  141b.,  and  on  the  7th  two  of  181b.  each, 
while  Mr.  Robt.  Moir  killed  one  of  161b.  on  Feb.  6. 
Loch  Tay. — Fishing  the  KiUin  Reserved  Water  on 
Feb.  3,  Mr.  J.  Mitchell  landed  one  salmon  of 
181b.,  and  another  of  81b.  on  Feb.  7,  while  Mr. 
Dixon,  Glasgow,  got  one  of  161b.  The  weather  is 
much  milder  again,  and  loch  in  much  better  con- 
dition for  fishing.  The  Tay  net-fishing  season  opened 
on  Feb.  6.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  spring  salmon  fishing  has  made  a  very  fair  start. 
The  rivers  have  been  in  good  order,  and  the  weather 
being  mild  and  breezy  has  also  been  favourable.  As 
anticipated  the  best  results,  the  only  I  may  say  to 
hand,  have  been  experienced  on  the  lower  waters 
below  Kelso.  On  Saturday,  Feb.  4,  at  Hendersyde, 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  caught  two  salmon,  81b. 
and  61b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  two,  81b.  and  71b.,  two 
of  them  having  tide  lice.  Bibgham. — Lord  Dun- 
glass,  on  Feb.  3,  had  one  salmon  of  81b. ;  and  on 
Feb.  4,  General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  had  two, 
91b.  and  71b.,  and  on  Feb.  6,  two  of  similar  weights. 
CoRNHiLL. — On  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  Newcastle, 
landed  three  salmon,  161b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  The 
Lees. — On  Feb.  3,  Mr.  William  Tait  had  one  salmon 
of  131b.  NoRHAM. — Mr.  Sheriffe  had  one  salmon 
of  101b.  A  flood  would  be  very  beneficial  before  the 
nets  go  on,  to  get  rid  of  a  lot  of  the  kelts. — Max- 
Wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  oo.  Tyrone). —  The  BaUin- 
derry  opens  on  March  1.  At  time  of  writing  it  is 
rather  low,  and  a  good  spate  is  needed  to  clear  out 
the  spent  salmon  with  which  it  swarms  to  the 
detriment  of  the  young  salmon  and  trout  fry.  The 
river  was  well  watched  in  the  past  close  season,  so 
that  the  reaches  from  Ardtrea  downwards  suffered 
comparatively  Mttle  from  poachers'  raids.  BaiUfts 
would  find  plenty  to  do  from  Cookstown  upwards. 
—J.  A.  B.  ^ 


Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  much 
milder,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  much  improved. 
Several  rods  were  out  on  the  Woodburn  and 
Trooper's  Lane  waters,  and  an  odd  brace  of  trout 
up  to  1  lb.  taken.  The  open  rivers  are  much  too 
low  for  fly  fishing,  and  in  the  case  of  the  majority 
the  trout  are  not  worth  catching.  All  the  rivers 
entering  Lough  Neagh  and  those  on  the  co.  Down 
coast  open  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  in  good  order. 
On  Careysville  fishery,  Mr.  J ameson  and  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton Stubber  landed  two  to  four  fresh  fish  each  day, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Coppinger,  fishing  Mr.  Deaneliy  s 
Kilbarry  water,  had  onG  of  19  ^Ib,  on  the  opening 
day.  Mr.  Lucas  had  also  a  good  fish  on  the  Middle 
Kilbarry  water.  Few  fresh  fish  are  as  yet  to  be 
seen  on  the  upper  waters  above  Fermoy. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co,  Donegal). — Angling  began  on 
the  above  river  on  Feb.  1,  the  weather  was  very 
stormy  during  the  opening  days.  Still,  Terence 
Gilroy  (keeper),  on  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton's  parts  of  the 
river,  landed  two  very  clean  rim  spring  salmon 
weigning  131b.  and  101b.  respectively.  On  Feb.  2 
and  3  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  hooked  a  clean  run  salmon,  but 
lost  it  again  after  a  considerable  time  in  play.  Fresh 
run  salmon  are  at  present  passing  througn  the  river 
on  their  way  to  the  lake  (Melvin).  The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  moderately  fine,  and  the  river  has 
run  down  to  nice  fishing  order.  Trout  anglers 
have  been  catching  some  nice  trout  on  the  river 
during  the  past  week,  some  of  them  in  fair  condi- 
tion for  so  early  in  the  season. — ^M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Iiee  Biiver  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  not  been  good 
during  the  opening  week,  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  river.  The  ^following  fresh  fish  were  landed : 
Mr.  Sam  Haynes,  four,  S^lb.,  lUlb.,  101b.,  and  16Ib. ; 
Mr.  J.  KeUener  one  of  8^1b. ;  Colonel  Sillem,  tlu-ee, 
6ilb.,  81b.,  and  91b.;  J.  Walsh  two  of  71b.  each; 
Captain  Wilson,  R.H.A.,  one  of  6ilb.  ;  J.  C.  Forrest 
one  of  91b.,  M.  Lyons  one  of  161b.,  J.  O'Brien,  one, 
of  91b.,  and  R.  Murphy,  one  of  101b.  Rain  is  very 
much  needed. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Carrane,  etc.  (Watervilie,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation.  In  fact  it 
has  been  very  poor,  only  eight  salmon  being  had 
from  Feb.  1  to  7.  The  weather  has  been  favourable 
enough,  but  probably  salmon  are  not  as  numerous 
as  they  were  supposed  to  be.  The  following  are 
details  of  the  sport  had  so  far :  Feb.  1 — -Ned. 
Dennehy,  one  salmon,  ll^lb. ;  Johnny  Brennan, 
one,  lO^lb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona,  one,  8^1b.  Feb.  2 
— Ned  Deimehy,  two,  131b.  and  121b. ;  J.  J. 
SuUivan,  one,  8^lb.  Feb.  3 — Dermis  Currane,  one, 
91b.  Feb.  4 — Tom  Sullivan,  one,  101b.  The  weather 
is  now  very  calm  and  the  prospects  are  better. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Neagh. — The  Lough  NeaghpoUan  fisheries 
opened  on  Feb.  1,  and  for  so  far  have  done  very 
well,  the  big  end  of  the  takes  going  to  Billingsgate 
and  other  cross-Channel  markets.  The  opening  of 
these  fisheries  gives  every  facility  for  the  poaching 
of  trout  and  spent  salmon. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iioagns  Coun  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Salmon  angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1. 
On  Feb.  6,  Mr.  Wilson  hooked  a  clean  run  salmon 
and  lost  him  after  twenty  minutes'  play,  it  being  his 
first  day  out.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  having  very 
nice  sport,  [getting  as  many  as  fifteen  sea-trout 
daily,  neaviest  fish  3Jlb.  The  salmon  weirs  already 
have  got  a  fair  nvmaber  of  spring  salmon.  Both 
loughs  are  high  at  present,  ^and  weather  here 
changeable. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — For  a  great  number  of 
years  the  Shannon  has  not  been  in  so  promising  a 
condition,  and  if  it  continues  this  should  ha  a 
record  year  for  salmon  anglers.  Mr.  A.  H.  Turk- 
ington  liilled  a  fresh-run  salmon  on  Feb.  2,  lO^lb., 
trolUng. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  season  opened 
here  under  favourable  conditions,  as  most  of  the 
pools  are  quite  fishable  and  tne  weather  mild.  The 
salmon  wiiich  arrived  with  the  last  flood  liave  no 
doubt  passed  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  river,  but 
a  rise  of  water  would  now  bring  us  some  more 
salmon  from  the  tidal  portions  and  a  consequent 
better  chance  cf  sport.  On  the  Ermagh  Fishery, 
Mr.  Mackey's  fishermen  took  one  salmon,  261b. — 
J  ohn  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Iiakes  and  Rivers  (Mulling.ar). — 
The  spawning  season  is  practically  over,  as  there  is 
nothing  in  the  tributaries  of  the  lakes  and  larger 
rivers  except  a  run  of  small-sized  fish.  About  this 
time  a  great  number  of  undersized  pike  ascend  the 
streams,  and  except  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  devour- 
ing the  ova  I  cannot  make  out  waat  they  come  for. 
In  many  of  the  spawning  streams  great  quantities 
of  ova  is  shed  on  the  bottom  for  want  of  gravel  to 
cover  it,  and  being  thus  exposed  it  becomes  a  prey 
to  almost  everytloing  frequenting  water.  Within 
the  last  three  wee±cs  six  otters  have  been  brought 
.to  me,  most  of  the  lot  being  noble  specimens  of  tn© 


genus  Lutra  V.  It  is  the  consensus  of  public  opinion 
that  otters  have  done  more  destruction  this  season 
than  ordinary  poachers.  Amongst  the  many  remains 
of  fi.sh  found  after  otters  was  a  trout  which  measured 
31in.  in  length.  The  trout  had  been  eaten  at  the 
shoulder  and  also  at  the  tail  end ;  the  thickest  part 
of  the  body  was  left  intaot  and  measured  23Jin., 
and  it  is  compute  !  that  it  must  have  beea  about 
221b.  in  weight.  The  grey  crows,  which  have  b3come 
voiy  numerous,  havo  been  seen  taking  small-sized 
fish  out  of  the  shallow  water,  and  peaking  their  eyes 
out  while  still  aUve.  The  angling  .season  in  the 
Drogheda  district  of  the  county  will  open  on  Feb.  12, 
and  in  the  Limerick  portion  on  Mxrch  1. — T.  J.  W 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  nothing  like  brisk 
pier  sport  has  recently  beea  experienced,  yet 
general  results  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  Dabs 
of  various  sizes  have  been  freely  in  evidence,  also 
pouting  and  small  codling  ;  but  the  larger  fish  seem 
to  have  quite  taken  their  departure.  On  Friday, 
Feb.  3,  Mr.  Larkman,  Mr.  Band,  and  Mr.  Baum 
each  made  a  small  mixed  bag  by  daylight,  which 
Mr.  Baum  supplemented  in  the  evening  by  the 
addition  of  thirteen  codling.  Feb.  4  brought  out 
a  strong  array  of  anglers,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  Duveen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adrian  Lumley,  Miss 
Marie  Adutt,  Mr.  F.  Queloh  Woolls,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Young,  Mr.  Baum,  and  Mr.  Larkman.  ■  •  Mr.  Baum 
had  half  a  score  of  codling,  and  Mr.  Larkman  a 
like  number  of  dabs,  while  the  lady  visitors  each 
accounted  for  a  few  fish.  Mr.  Baum's  total  catah 
for  the  day  and  night  totallei  over  forty  pounds  in 
weight.  The  weather  on  the  following  day  was  un- 
usually fine  and  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  but  the 
few  anglers  who  put  in  an  appearance  made  very 
indifferent  catches.  The  bright  weather  on  Feb.  6 
again  brought  out  a  large  number  of  fishers  of  both 
sexes,  the  additions  on  this  day  comprising  Mrs. 
Harding,  Miss  Elsie  Turner,  Mrs.  James,  Miss 
Turner,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Miss  Dunn,  Miss  Dodd,  Mr. 
Harding,  Mr.  Branscombe,  and  Mr.  Waddell.  One 
and  all  were  kept  busily  employed  for  some  few  hours 
upon  the  slack  of  the  flood  tide,  and  a  goodly  number 
of  fish  came  to  hand,  but  the  general  run  of  them  was 
small.  Feb.  7  proved  a  successful  day  for  all  con- 
cerned. Miss  Dorothy  Turner,  Mr.  BuahneU,  and 
Mr.  Dunstone  being  the  only  additions  to  pier 
ranks.  Over  eight  score  of  various  species  of  fish 
were  caught,  and  two  splendid  dabs  fell  to  the 
rods  of  Mrs.  Dodd  and  Miss  Dunn  respectively 
— the  two  finest  specimens  taken  here  during  the 
present  fishing  season.  The  east  wind  which  pre- 
vailed on  Wednesday,  Feb.  8,  though  very  light  in 
force,  seemed  to  deter  the  fish  from  feeding,  and 
the  forenoon  sport  from  the  pier  proved  very 
disappointing.  The  afternoon  yield  was  anything 
but  good,  and  included  a  number  of  tiny  wliiting, 
which  should  have  been  returned  to  their  own 
element,  but  which  were  unconcernedly  creeled  by 
several  anglers  who  might  have  shown  bettar 
taste  and  truer  sportsmanship. — J.  ^Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Boat  fishing  has  been  very  quiet 
here  of  late,  but  the  West  and  Iron  Piers  have  for 
the  lateness  of  the  season  afforded  fair  sport  to 
plucky  anglers.  On  Feb.  4,  Mr.  Tanton,  fishing 
from  the  West  Pier,  landed  eleven  nice  codling  and 
half-a-score  of  dabs.  From  the  Iron  Pier  two  or 
three  rods  have  done  well  with  codling  and  dabs. 
Weather  settled,  and  week-end  prospects  fairly  good 
considering  the  time  of  year. — Grey  Mullett. 

Walton-on-Naze. — Codling  up  to  31b.  have  been 
caught  off  pier,  other  fish  including  flounders  and 
dabs  have  also  been  had.  Wildfowl  about  here  are 
plentiful.  Widgeon  in  large  flocks.  Tide  good  for 
week-end. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


FoTJL  Hooked  Fish. — Your  correspondent,  in 
giving  his  experience  of  foul-hooked  mud-fish  in  the 
Klip  river,  Transvaal,  is  only  quoting  the  experience 
of  many  others,  myself  amongst  the  number.  I 
confess  it  pazzled  me  at  first,  as  I  found,  even  when 
using  only  one  hook,  that  quite  75  per  cent,  of  the 
mud  -  fish  I  caught  were  foul  hooked,  but  on 
examining  the  fish  and  noting  the  peculiar  forma- 
tion and  position  of  its  mouth  I  understood  it,  and 
subsequently  proved  it  by  actual  observation  in  the 
same  river  between  Meyerton  and  Vereeniging. 
The  fish  cannot,  owing  to  its  peculiar  mouth,  take 
the  bait  from  below,  it  cannot  take  it  from  above, 
as  the  projection  of  its  upper  lip  pressing  against 
the  shank  of  the  hook  or  the  gut  keeps  the  bait 
out  of  its  reach,  so  it  presses  with  its  body  against 
the  gut,  in  other  words,  lies  on  it  in  order  to  get  at 
it  sideways.  This  action  causes  the  float  to  go 
vmder,  and  the  act  of  striking  frequently  foul  hooka 
the  fish. — DtTEHAM,  in  the  Field, 
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jottings  h^tlfe  iSiap. 

"  A  dash  of  pleasantry  keeps  the  mind  free.  Con- 
sider the  jests  tohen  the  laugh  is  over." — Bacon. 


The  following  letter  from  Commander  Kobinson 
about  the  "Mail  Boat  and  the  Shark"  appeared  in 
the  Cape  Times,  and  was  sent  to  me  by  a  friend  in 
Paris.  From  the  "  sketch  "  which  accompanied  this 
true  story  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  "snark,"  or 
whale-trout,  a  new  species  of  Southern  Cross. 
*  *  •  »  » 

Sir, — On  her  present  voyage  out  the  Armadale 
Castle  met  with  an  interesting  experience  at  3  p.m., 
on  Dec.  20,  in  latitude  3  deg.  south.  The  ship's 
perpendicular  stem  struck  a  large  fish,  which  was 
very  likely  asleep,  behind  the  pectoral  (?)  fin,  the 
head  being  doubled  across  the  port  side  and  the 
body  and  tail  along  the  starboard  side  of  the  bow. 
The  violent  struggles  of  the  poor  creature  to  free 
itself  from  its  painful  and  embarrassing  position 
led  to  its  striking  the  soft  brown  paint  of  the  "  boot- 
topping  "  upwards  on  to  the  grey  side  colour,  with 
the  powerful  fluke  of  its  tail.  This  was  observed  by 
the  boatswain  and  some  of  the  men  who  were  watch- 
ing the  affair  through  the  side-ports  immediately 
over  the  tail  of  the  fish.  These  marks  enabled  us 
afterwards  to  make  fairly  accurate  measurements 
From  mark  to  stem  it  is"  47ft.  ;  and  about  8ft.  of 
head  over  the  port  side  brings  the  whole  up  to  57ft. 
extreme  length,  including  curve.  In  girth  it  was 
apparently  about  the  volume  of  one  of  our  lifeboats 
at  the  broadest  part,  say  8ft.  in  diameter,  very  grace- 
fully tapered  away  towards  the  tail,  which" was  an 
object  of  keen  controversy;  owing  to  the  contor- 
tions of  the  body,  no  one  could  be  sm-e  whether  it 
was  mammal  or  fish.  The  head  was  blunt  and 
barrel-shaped,  and  the  right  eye,  which  was  visible, 
appeared  to  be  fairly  large  and  protruding  ;  but  tliis 
latter  may  have  been  due  to  the  awfully  strained 
position  of  the  poor  suSering  brute.  The  body  ap- 
peared to  be  of  a  greeny-brown  colour,  with  large 
dark  spots  all  over  the  back  and  sides,  the  lower 
parts  being  of  a  dull  white.  It  was  first  observed  by 
one  of  the  seamen,  who  heard  a  knocking  against 
the  ship's  side,  and  looked  over  to  ascertain  the 
cause.  When  the  news  was  passed  along  the  decks, 
all  the  world,  young  and  old,  performed  a  mad 
stampede  into  the  forecastle  to  look  at  the  unhappy 
prisoner  in  the  dock. 

»       ,     *  »  *  « 

The  engines  were  stopped  and  reversed ;  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  must  have  elapsed  between  the  first  dis- 
covery (which  was,  no  doubt,  the  moment  of  impact) 
and  the  final  clearance,  by  which  time  it  was  either 
dead  or  completely  exhausted,  and  it  sank  slowly, 
tail  first.  The  shoulder  was  grievously  mangled  by 
the  violent  struggles  for  freedom,  and  the  merciless 
towage  across  the  stem,  and  was  bleeding  profusely. 
No  one  seems  to  have  noticed  whether  it  had  a  dorsal 
fin  or  not,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  omis- 
sion is  an  argument  against  it.  Fish  stories  are 
proverbially  tough  reading,  and  imfortimately  our 
passenger  list  will  not  help  the  situation.  I  expect 
nothing  less  than  that  our  poor  specimen  will  be 
handed  down  to  posterity  as  the  Armadale's  "  Piscis 
Rudyardiensis  " — a  whale.  I  carmot  help  it.  Facts 
are  facts  ;  and  I  must  stand  by  the  consequence  of 
having  been  contributory  to  the  tragedy.  I  should, 
however,  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  could  throw 
a  Uttle  light  upon  the  subject  through  the  medium  of 
your  interesting  columns,  if  this  very  meagre 
account,  along  with  the  sketch  which  I  enclose, 
might  be  sufiicient  means  to  such  an  end.  All  our 
late  passengers  would  be  glad  to  know  who  the  poor 
unoffending  stranger  was  who  met  with  such  inhos- 
pitable treatment  at  our  hands.  One  sympathising 
lady  indignantly  expressed  it  as  her  opinion  that  it 
was  a  disgraceful  shame  that  the  noble  lord  of  his 
own  domains,  covering  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
square  miles,  could  not  indulge  in  a  justifiable  little 
siesta  after  lunch,  but  he  must  have  his  neck  broken 
by  a  Union-Castle  steamer  !  Another  injustice  to 
South  Africa — as  if  the  company  were  not  wicked 
enough  already.  I  think  so,  too  ;  and  every  one  on 
board  grieves  as  I  do,  that  so  magnificent  a  specimen 
of  God's  beautiful  creation  should  have  been  don© 
to  death  in  so  ignoble  a  manner. 


The  Best  Thing  in  "  The  BvbAiyAt  of  a  Persian 
Kitten." 


An  old  friend  (G.  W.  Duffett),  with  whom  I  have 
spent  many  happy  days  on  fishing  bent — when  he 
was  a  Londoner — sends  me  from  liis  new  abode 
(Yarmouth)  the  following  : — "  I  was  fishing  on  the 
old  pier  at  Gorleston  here  the  other  day  among  a 
dozen  or  so  of  sea  anglers,  and  had  for  my  next  com- 
panion a  smacksman's  urcliin  of  about  thirteen. 
Presently  a  '  lady  '  and  gentleman  came  up  the  pier, 
and,  stopping  to  take  interest  in  the  sport,  began 
making  to  one  another  chaffy  remarks  on  the  usual 
'  worm  and  fool  '  principle.  The  former  of  the  two, 
after  one  or  two  smart  things,  ventured  so  far 
abroad  as  to  turn  to  my  young  companion,  and 
said  :  '  Well,  patience  on  a  monument,  how  many 
after  all  this  time  ?  '  The  lad  looked  up  plainly 
confused  by  the  impertinence,  and  then  collecting 
himself  replied  in  a  sepulchral  drawl,  '  One,  Ally 
Sloper  !  '  As  Mark  Twain  tersely  expresses  it,  the 
two  '  then' left.'  " 


The  Majst  :  "  Your  daughter  telephoned  me  to  call 
and  fix  your  piano."  Her  Father  :  "  What's  the 
matter  with  it  ?  "  The  Man  :  "  One  of  the  strings 
is  broken."  Her  Father  :  "  What  will  it  cost  to 
repair  the  broken  string  ?  "  The  Man  :  "  Two 
dollars."  Her  Father  :  "  Well,  here's  five  dollars. 
Break  the  rest  of  'em." — Chicago  News. 


Me.  Arthub  Horsley,  of  the  George  Hotel, 
Lodden  Bridge,  Earley,  Berks,  says  that  fishing  on 
the  Lodden  is  just  now  first-rate.  On  Feb.  5 '  nine 
jack  were  taken,  two  weighing  over  101b.  each.  On 
Feb.  6  two  chub  were  caught  weighing  4Jlb.  and 
51b.  respectively. 


"  When  we  weee  Boys  Together." 
Goosestep,  do  you  remember  when  we  took 
French  leave  and  skiffed  it  up  to  Penton  Hook, 
Pulling  and  steering,  turn  and  turn  about, 
And  old  Barjonah  never  found  us  out  ? 
And  how  with  but  one  rod  between  us  two 
We  whipped  the  stream  and  made  so  much  ado 
That  Billy  Worzel,  who  would  have  his  iun, 
Shouted  alarm  that  made  us  cut  and  run  ? 
What  time  we  sang  of  "  one  rod,  pole,  or  perch," 
And  crossed  the  "  Asses'  Bridge  "  escaped  the  birch, 
And  made  acquaintance  with  the  supple  cane 
And  sat  on  slates  to  cool  ourselves  again. 
Right  glad  am  I,  and  greatly  do  rejoice 
To  recognise  your  well-remembered  voice. 
And  being  in  the  mood  to  cap  your  rhyme, 
Bid  you  Buck  up  !  and  remain  yours, 

— Mabk  Thyme. 


On  Monday  next  the  St.  Philip's  A.S.  give  a 
concert  and  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Robertson-street,  Battersea, 
and  on  Tuesday  the  Essex  Club  hold  a  concert  at 
their  headquarters,  Walthamstow.  The  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  will  benefit  by  both. 


A  KEEPER  foxmd  a  man  fishing  in  his  master's 
private  waters.  "  You  mustn't  fish  here ! "  he 
exclaimed.    "  These  waters  belong  to  the  Earl  of 

A  ."    "Do  they?    I  didn't  know  that,"  replied 

the  culprit.  And,  laying  aside  his  rod,  he  took 
up  a  book  and  commenced  reading.  The  keeper 
departed;  but  on  returning  about  an  hour  after- 
wards he  found  that  the  same  man  had  started 
fishing  again.    "Don't  you  imderstand  that  this 

water  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  A  ?  "  he  roared. 

"  Why,  you  told  me  that  an  hour  ago  !  "  exclaimed 
the  angler,  in  surprise.  "Surely  the  whole  river 
don't  belong  to  him  ?  His  share  went  by  long 
ago ! " 


Messrs.  George  Wood  &  Co.,  the  fishing  tackle 

manufacturers  of  Sheffield,  send  the  following  :  

"  Mr.  Geo.  Harrop,  one  of  Sheffield's  experts,  caught 
eightjand  a  half  brace  of  good-sized  trout  on  Saturday 
last,  Feb.  4,  at  Yorkshire  Bridge,  maggot  being  the 
bait,  on  a  No.  16  Allcock  Model  Parfait  hook." 


The  London  Dickens  Society  deposited  wreaths 
on  the  novelist's  tomb  on  Feb.  7,  and  short  addresses 
were  given  by  Capt.  Linford  Wilson  and  Mr.  Edwin 
Drew.  In  the  evening  Capt.  Wilson  gave  "  The 
Christmas  Carol "  at  St.  Bride's  Institute,  and 
evoked  much  interest.  Other  items  filled  the  pro- 
gramme, and  thus  concluded  another  Dickens 
Celebration. 


"  Some  for  the  glories  of  the  Sole,  and  Some 
Mew  for  the  proper  Bowl  of  Milk  to  come, 
Ah,  take  the  fish  and  let  your  Credit  go, 
And  plead  the  rumble  of  an  empty  Tum. 
"  One  thing  is  certain  :  tho'  this  Stolen  Bite 
Should  be  my  last  and  Wrath  consume  me  quite, 

One  taste  of  it  within  the  Area  caught 
Better  than  at  the  Table  lost  outright." 


The  Western  Mail  has  found  a  Cardiff  business 
man  who  keeps  this  notice  on  his  office  mantel-shelf  : 
"  When  you  have  done  your  business  here,  please 
trot.  I  know  all  about  the  weather,  and  always 
read  the  newspapers."  Other  business  men  have 
been  even  briefer  with  bores.  "  Get  out !  This 
means  you,"  is  posted  on  the  door  of  the  office  of  a 
San  Francisco  newspaper  managert 


Nearly  2000  years  ago  the  Romans  knew  how 
to  manufacture  wire  rope  which  closely  resembled 
the  wire  rope  in  use  at  the  present  day,  says  a  writer 
in  Popular  Mechanics.  This  astonishing  fact  was 
brought  to  light  by  the  recent  discovery  of  a  coil 
of  wire  rope  in  the  ruins  of  Pompeii.  The  rope  is 
about  15  feet  long  and  1  inch  in  circumference.  It 
is  made  of  bronze  wire,  and  consists  of  three  strands 
of  spirally-connected  wire,  each  strand  being  made 
of  fifteen  wires  twisted  together.  A  most  interesting 
fact  is  that  the  rope  is  stranded  in  accordance  with 
lang  lay,  which  is  in  general  use  to-day.  It  is 
believed  that  the  rope  was  used  as  a  crane  rope,  for 
pieces  of  cranes  were  found  also.  These  cranes,  it 
is  generally  believed,  were  worked  by  slaves,  who 
were  placed  inside  a  large  drum,  which  was  turned 
in  a  tread-mill  fashion,  and  thus  worked  the  small 
drum  around  which  the  rope  was  found.  Pompeii 
was  buried  in  A.D.  79,  about  1825  yuars  ago.  The 
coil  of  rope  is  now  in  the  Musio  Barbonico,  at 
Naples. 


Wreaths  from  the  Legitimist  Jacobite  League  in 
Scotland  were  sent  to  Fotheringay  Castle,  North- 
amptonshire, on  Wednesday,  the  occasion  being  the 
aimiversary  of  the  execution  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots.    A  wreath  was  also  sent  from  America. 


The  Captain's  Song. 
Mary,  Mary  of  the  Ships, 

As  gladness  once  was  thine, 
Look  down,  look  down  from  heaven's  height 

And  guard  this  ship  of  mine. 

Mary,  Mary  of  the  Ships, 

All  day  the  wind  and  sea 
Girt  up  the  vessel's  heart  with  pride, 

She  had  no  thought  of  thee  ; 
For  all  the  wonder  of  the  world 

Was  hers  to  live  and  be. 
She  leapt  against  the  leaping  wave, 

She  clove  the  surges  white. 
Rejoicing  as  a  tempered  sword 

New- christened  in  the  fight. 
Mary,  Mary  of  the  Ships, 

Now,  in  the  darkened  air. 
The  sails  are  hke  to  whispering  souls. 

The  masts  reach  up  in  prayer. 
The  waters  shine  with  all  the  eyes 

Of  those  who  perished  there. 
The  mast-head  light's  against  the  stars, 

But  far  beneath,  apart; 
And  in  the  sheets  a  sobbing  wind 

Sighs  like  a  breaking  heart. 
Mary,  Mary  of  the  Ships, 

As  sorrow  once  was  thine, 
Look  down  upon  the  sea  to-night 

And  guard  this  ship  of  mine. 

— Westminster  Gazette, 


Teacher  (to  the  class  in  chemistry) :  "  What  does 
sea  water  contain  besides  the  sodium  chloride  that 
we  have  mentioned  ?  "    Bobby  Smith  :  "  Fish,  sir." 


A  DIVER  has  discovered  that  fish  in  tropical 
seas  when  frightened  dart  in  different  directions, 
each  fish  concealing  itself  in  submarine  vegetation  of 
a  colour  nearest  its  own. 


According  to  Collier's  Weekly  the  inventor  of  a 
new  feeding-bottle  for  infants  sent  out  the  following 
among  his  directions  for  using  : — "  When  the  baby 
is  done  drinking  it  must  be  unscrewed  and  laid  in  a 
cool  place  under  the  hydrant.  If  the  baby  does  not 
thrive  on  fresh  milk,  it  should  be  boiled." 


"  Rod  WELL  HooKEM  "  sends  the  following  in- 
stance of  the  voracity  of  the  pike  from  the  Monthly 
Magazine  for  June,  1796  : — "  Lately  was  caught  in 
the  Isis  a  pike  which  measured  4ft.  2in.  in  length 
and  2ft.  lOin.  in  circumference.  After  disgorging  a 
barbel  of  nearly  61b.  weight  and  a  chub  upwards  of 
31b.,  it  weighed  31^1b." 


A  GENTLEMAN  haiUng  from  Kegworth  (whose  ac- 
quaintance I  made  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tourna- 
ment) noticed  that  the  dragnet  was  omitted  from  Mr. 
Bates'  list  when  he  lectured  at  the  B.S.  A.S.  recently. 
He  says:  "  If  you  know  of  any  society  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  using  this  kind  of  net,  I  have  four 
very  good  ones,  nearly  new,  and  as  they  calne  into 
my  possession  in  place  of  an  account,  and  are  of 
no  earthly  use  to  me  (as  we  are  too  fond  of  rod  and 
line  on  the  Trent  for  their  use),  I  shall  be  pleased  if 
you  wiU  let  me  know." 

♦  •  ♦  ♦  * 

Certainly,  Mr.  W.  P.  W.  Say  price ;  send  sample. 
I  think  I  know  of  a  likely  customer  for  a  "  nearly 
now'!  DbaonbXi 


February  11,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Pfovlfleial  flfigliiig  flotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  has  just  been  decided  by  the  Birmingham 
Association  to  continue  the  renting  of  the  canal 
water  at  Alrewas,  and  in  order  to  make  the  water 
more  popular,  Mr.  A.  Randall  has  offered  a  prize  of 
one  sovereign  for  the  best  specimen  fish  of  any  kind  ; 
Mr.  F.  Hughes,  one  sovereign  for  the  best  specimen 
roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Reevoj,  one  sovereign  for  the  Heaviest 
chub ;  and  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  one  soveriegn  for  the 
hea\'iest  perch.  All  the  clubs  will  be  posted  with 
full  particulars  of  the  -campetition,  whicn  will  com- 
mence on  June  16  and  remain  open  until  the 
last  day  of  December.  It  has  also  been  decided 
to  allow  anglers  outside  the  association  to  fish 
the  water  upon  the  small  payment  of  three- 
pence per  day.  The  prizes  offered  are  for  the 
members  of  the  association  only.  A  number  of 
our  clubs  have  decided  to  fish  bye-contests  previous 
to  March  16  next.  The  following  decided  at  their 
last  meetings  to  fish  :  The  Handel's  Head  Club,  at 
Kingsbury,  on  March  12  ;  the  Turk's  Head  Club,  at 
Hadley  Bowling  Green,  on  March  12  ;  the  Albion 
Club  fish  on  March  5  at  the  Ketch,  near  to  Worcester ; 
the  General  Blucher  Club  fish  at  Femhill  Heath  on 
March  5  ;  the  Plough  and  Harrow  Club,  at  the 
last  meeting  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on 
June  18,  at  Stratford.  All  our  rivers  are  now  getting 
into  condition  again.  The  Trent  is  just  now  in 
good  order  at  Alrewas.  The  Avon,  from  Stratford 
down  to  Tewkesbury,  is  also  in  nice  order,  but  so 
far  nothing  of  importance  has  been  done.  Pike 
fishermen  are  looking  forward  to  some  good  sport. 
The  Severn  is  not  in  good  condition  owing  to  the 
snow  water  coming  down  from  Wales  still  keeping 
in  the  river.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
river  Wye,  some  fine  pike  having  been  taken,  and 
those  who  wish  for  sport,  and  have  the  means  at 
their  disposal,  should  visit  the  Weobley  and 
Letton  dist.ictj  near  to  Hereford. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishing  in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of  the 
Witham  has  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results, 
and  plenty  of  fish  have  been  creeled  weighing  well 
over  lib.  One  angler  in  the  Donington  district 
caught  twenty-two  roach  on  Feb.  6,  and  fifteen  of 
them  weighed  over  fib.  each.  Amongst  the  pike 
killed  on  the  Forty-toot  during  the  last  few  days 
were  fish  of  91b.  and  7ilb.  Both  were  secured  from  a 
stretch  of  the  river  below  Dunsby  Fen,  and  a 
"Wagtail"  phantom  was  the  succeisful  bait. 
Many  smaller  pike  have  been  accounted  for  during 
the  past  few  days. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  tributaries  are  now  getting 
into  trim  again  since  the  heavy  frosts,  and  pike 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well  during  the  week  above 
Hempholme.  A  few  nice  fish  are  also  on  the  move 
in  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  roach  anglers  have 
recently  obtained  a  few  good  specunens  at  Brigham, 
Fishholme,  and  Frodingham  Backend.  The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  also  in  good  condition  for 
operations. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  officials  are  very  busy  just  at 
present  issuing  their  new  cards,  etc.  They  announce 
arrangements  for  fishing  in  Gowy  on  a  length 
hitherto  restricted.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  the 
Warrington  end  of  the  Worsley  Canal  fishery  is  not 
said  to  be  fishing  well  just  at  present,  and  yet  the 
other  end  is  yielding  some  fine  roach.  The  BoUin  is 
now  in  good  order,  and  the  lower  length  fishing  well ; 
several  fine  coarse  fis'i  have  been  taken.  Space 
forbids  anything  but  a  brief  notice  of  the  doings  of 
Liverpool  anglers,  who,  as  usual,  are  very  busy. 
Social  events  are  a  leading  item,  but  there  are  many 
contests  in  evidence.  A  report  has  reached  here  of 
the  prospects  on  the  Ness,  the  nets  are  off,  and  a 
good  season  expected ;  last  season  ran  the  Tay  very 
closely  for  premier  honours  in  salmon-fishing.  The 
season  opens  to-day  (Feb.  II),  and  all  will  hope 
that  the  Lancashire  rods  there  will  do  well. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Still  another  challenge  cup  is  added  to  the  long 
list  oflered  in  this  city  to  be  fished  for.  The  Ardwiek 
A.S.  have  now  got  the  latest  trophy,  which  was 
given  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bryant,  and  a  gold  medal 
will  go  each  year  to  the  wdnner.  "  Uncle  Jack  " 
intends  trying  hard  for  the  first  win.  Some  time  ago 
we  had  on  view  in  this  city  a  large  salmon  which, 
if  not  a  beauty  in  outline,  was  a  curiosity  in  other 
ways,  which  we  all  overlooked.  The  spots,  when 
carefully  looked  at,  were  faithful  counterparts  of 
the  national  Shamrock  emblem  of  the  country 
where  it  was  killed.    It  is  announced  that  our 


city  rod,  Mr.  Malpass,  holds  the  record  for  Killarney 
— nineteen  salmon  and  120  trout  in  twenty-three 
days,  which,  for  an  open  water,  is  worth  notice  by 
those  who  go  further  away  to  spend  their  time  and 
money.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  glorious  time 
at  their  ladies'  evening  on  Feb.  6. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  wind  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  less 
boisterous,  and  anglers  have  thus  been  enabled  to 
pursue  their  favourite  sport  under  more  enjoyable 
conditions.  The  Trent  has  undergone  no  change, 
excepting  that  the  water  is  lower  and  clearer  than 
when  our  last  report  was  written.  Special  attention 
appears  to  have  been  devoted  to  chubbing  with 
greaves  and  pith  and  brains,  and  most  of  the 
favourite  rivers  have  yielded  fish.  Capital  takes 
have  been  effected  at  Wilford  (opposite  the  baths), 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Hazlewood,  Fiskerton,  and 
Kelham,  where  one  of  the  subscribers  has  tried 
a  piece  of  tripe  by  way  of  hook-bait.  It  had  been 
cooked  in-  the  greaves  pot,  and  I  am  told  the 
experiment  was  attended  with  success.  On  Satur- 
day— a  lovely  day — pike  anglers  were  busy  on 
several  of  the  lower  waters,  and  at  Farndon  some 
good  fish  were  run  and  landed  by  Mr.  Boyce,  of  the 
City  Piscatorial  Society.  He  had  eleven.  Odd  fish 
have  been  got  at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge. 
Perch  votaries  have  secured  specimens  between  lib. 
and  21b.  each  at  Clifton  Grove  and  in  Mr.  Webster's 
lake  at  Wilford.  They  fell  to  the  worm,  though  the 
worm  of  late  has  not  accounted  for  heavy  bags  of 
coarse  fish.  These  will  feed  better  with  more  colour 
ruiming  in  the  river.  On  Feb.  2,  in  the  Willington 
district,  the  writer  and  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  creeled  roach  and  chub  with 
the  "  brandling,"  the  heaviest  roach  scaling  lib.  2oz. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Nice  weather  for  angling  this  week,  and  a  good 
many  rods  have  been  out.  Excellent  sport  has 
been  had  among  the  chub,  which  are  taking  cheese- 
paste  and  blood  and  brains  freely,  and  several 
capital  catches  of  from  101b.  to  201b.  have  been  had. 
Pike  fishing  has  also  been  excellent  in  all  the  rivers. 
Perhaps  the  best  catch  of  chub  was  that  of  Messrs. 
H.  O.  Baylis  and  Trafford,  who,  fishing  with  cheese- 
paste  in  the  Severn  above  Camp  Weir,  caught  one 
chub  of  31b.  lOoz.,  another  of  21b.  6oz.,  and  one  of 
1  lb.  9oz.,  and  several  over  1  lb.  each — a  fine  show 
in  all.  The  opening  of  the  salmon  season,  Feb.  2, 
has  been  marked  by  splendid  catches.  Webb's  net 
had  five  fine  fish,  heaviest  281b.,  the  other  net  did 
well;  every  day  since  the  take  has  been  good,  and  the 
fishmonger's  stall  has  been  a  treat  to  look  at.  Mr. 
Hunt  had  a  slab  full  of  fine  fish,  and  Mr.  Thorpe 
had  also  a  grand  show,  five  of  the  fish  over  201b. 
each  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Prizes  are  much 
lower  than  last  season  and  the  demand  good ;  many 
of  the  best  fish  have  been  sent  to  London. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  this  month  perch,  carp,  chub,  roach,  dace, 
and  pike  may  be  taken  in  eddies  near  riverside,  the 
best  time  being  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the 
mildest  weather  being  favom-able.  Some  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  in  the  Derwent.  On  Feb.  2  a 
party  from  York,  consisting  of  Frank  Wasling,  the 
crack  cyclist,  and  Messrs.  Coop  and  Toy,  visited  the 
river  near  to  Kirkham  Abbey,  and  trawling  from  a 
boat  took  place  with  a  gratifying  result,  Wasling 
securing  two  exceptionally  fine  pike,  which  he  in- 
tends putting  up.  One  of  the  fish  weighed  18-|-lb. 
and  the  other  15-Jlb.,  and  but  a  short  interval 
divided  the  catches.  The  froSt  having  gone,  the 
water  was  in  good  trim  for  pike-fishing.  There  was 
a  little  fresh  in  the  Ouse  on  Feb.  10,  which  kept  sport 
back,  and  anglers  who  turned  to  the  Foss  were  not 
better  served.  Two  members  of  the  York  Theatre 
Royal  Pantomime  Company  took  a  few  pike  home 
from  Stamford  Bridge  (Derwent).  On  Satiu-day 
(Feb.  4)  W.  D.  Irving,  a  York  angler,  whilst  fishing 
the  Derwent  had  a  splendid  kill  of  chub,  the  largest 
weighing  51b.,  41t.  12oz.,  41b.  3oz.,  and  1  lb.  loz., 
there  being  eight  fish  altogether,  and  all  were  in 
grand  condition.  The  trout  season  will  soon  be 
upon  us,  and  in  looking  back  upon  the  grayling 
season,  which  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end,  anglers 
can  hardly  recall  a  worse  one.  October,  it  seems, 
came  out  the  best  of  the  months  as  regards  both  fly 
and  bait.  A  growing  preference  for  fly  over  bait 
appears  to  have  been  noted. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  spring  fishing  has  opened  under  generally 
favourable  weather  conditions,  but  sport  has  not 
been  up  to  anticipation  at  most  stations.  This  is 
the  more  surprising  as  salmon  were  accounted 
numerous  at  the  principal  fishing  centres.  The 
prospects,  however,  have  much  improved  at  time  of 
writing,  and  in  all  probability  better  results  will 
be  had  this  week,  especially  on  the  salmon  rivers  and 


lakes  in  the  southern  province.  Sea-angling  has 
opened  at  many  places  on  the  southern  and  south- 
western coasts,  but  sport  was  not  good  anywhere  in 
any  department,  and  angling  was  confined  to  local 
professionals  principally.  Spring  mackerel  are 
numerous  on  the  shores  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  and  .should 
give  good  sport  whiffing  henceforward. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  Corrib  and  its  tributaries  opened  on  Feb.  1, 
but  so  cold  and  boisterous  was  the  weather  that  very 
little  was  done  in  the  opening  days.  On  the  fi8he»y 
some  slats  were  caught  and  returned,  and  on  Feb.  3 
Mr.  Lydon  killed  a  clean-run  springer  of  1 1  lb.  The 
cribs  will  open  on  Feb.  16.  On  Lough  Corrib  the 
boats  have  averaged  81b.  of  brown  trout.  On  the 
Cross,  near  Cong,  over  three  dozen  anglers  were  out 
the  opening  day,  and  so  anxious  were  they  for 
"  first  blood  "  that  many  were  on  the  banks  long 
before  daylight,  and  some  at  midnight.  The  water 
being  clear,  the  takes  were  small,  although  some  fish 
up  to  2Jlb.  were  taken. 


"iloJes  from  (t)c  ^oril). 

To-day  (Feb.  11)  another  season  commences  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  some  eighty  odd  rivers. 
Some  rivers  are  opened,  and  some  have  to  come 
later  on.  On  the  whole,  the  opening  promises  t  j  be 
a  good  one.  Plenty  of  gales  to  be  sure,  but  yet 
some  fine  all-round  good  waters. 

Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  of  Glermiuick,  the  King's 
neighbour,  presided  at  the  annual  gathering  of  the 
Dee  and  Don  Association  last  week.  Many  of  the 
members  are  gillies,  and  all  are  fishermen  from  both 
valleys,  and  can  fraternise  as  few  can. 

There  is  to  be  a  conference  held  in  Aberdeen  of 
the  Moray  Firth  Fisheries  Association  to  discuss  a 
close  time  for  the  herring  on  the  east  coast. 

I  hear  that  the  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Asso- 
ciation have  secui-ed  the  Gathdee  and  Ruthieston 
fishings.  Well  and  good,  but  it  is  a  long  step  down 
from  such  a  fine  trouting  water  as  they  aimed  at. 
It  will  suit  some,  however,  who  depend  on  finnock. 

Speci.al  ScorcH. 


WEAR  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators of  the  Wear  Fishery  District  was  held  at  the 
River  Wear  Commissioners  Committee  Room. 
Fawcett-street,  Sunderland,  on  Feb.  3,  Colonel 
McKenzie  presiding.  There  were  also  present 
Lieut. -Col.  Challoner,  Mr.  A.  F.  Maling,  Mr.  Maurice 
Moore,  Councillor  Summerbell,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Wake. 
The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1904,  said  that  the  income  from  net  licences 
was  exactly  the  same  as  in  1903 — namely,  £110. 
The  receipts  from  salmon  rod  licences  on  the  river 
were  £59  10s.,  as  against  £80  5s.  for  the  previous 
year,  a  decrease  of  £21  ;  while  trout  licences  realised 
£114  18s.,  as  compared  with  £121  4s.  during  the 
preceding  twelve  months.  The  drop  in  the  salmon 
licences  was  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  bad  season. 
There  had  been  very  little  water  in  the  river.  Also, 
it  had  been  notoriously  a  very  bad  trouting  season. 
The  total  duties  received  amounted  to  £284  8s.  last 
year,  as  against  £311  9s.  in  1903  ;  penalties,  £13  58., 
as  against  £9  17s.  2d.  ;  and  miscellaneous  items, 
£20  18s.  3d.,  as  compared  with  £5  17s.  6d.  in  1903. 
This  increase  was  due  to  an  item  of  £15,  which  had 
been  received  from  the  Lambton  Collieries  Company 
for  restocking.  The  Board  had  alleged  that  opera- 
tions of  the  company  were  injm-ing  and  poisoning 
fish.  The  company  had  not  admitted  this,  but  had 
remitted  that  amount.  The  income  amounted  to 
£318  lis.  3d.,  as  compared  with  £327  3s.  8d.  for  1903. 
On  the  debit  side  the  salaries  of  the  baililTs  amounted 
to  £174  6s.  9d.,  which  was  a  slight  reduction  on  the 
preceding  year,  and  travelling  expenses  were  also  £5 
less.  The  cost  of  prosecution  was  £10  12s.,  as  against 
£12  7s.  Id.  The  total  expenditure  was  £293  12s.  9d.. 
and  as  the  income  was  £318  lis.  3d.  they  were  on  the 
right  side.  The  report  was  passed.  It  was  inti- 
mated by  letter  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Bishop  Auckland  Angling  Association,  a  resolution 
was  passed  in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  salmon 
season.  Tha  chairman  thought  that  the  gentlemen 
interested  should  come  personally  to  the  Board  on 
a  question  like  that.  It  was  decided  not  to  favour 
the  proposal.  It  was  stated  that  the  Durham 
Anglmg  Association  had  placed  1500  yearling  trout 
in  the  river  at  Durham. 


The  shark  holds  the  record  for  long-distance 
swimming.  A  shark  has  been  known  to  cover  800 
miles  in  three  days. 
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Jlssociafiotts,  cfc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

T  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  10s.,  Admiral  Blake  A.S.,  and  £1  8s.,  AUason 
United  A.S.  The  concert  organised  by  the  Central 
Hand  in  Hand  was  very  successful  for  a  first  venture, 
and  I  have  already  received  £1  2s.  on  account. — 
W.  H.  Barber,  S),  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Only  a  faithful  few  attended  our  meeting  on  Feb.  1, 
and  beyond  the  usual  routine  business  there  was 
little  to  do.  The  conditions  were  settled,  and  the 
teams  chosen  for  our  "sides"  competition  at 
Marlow  on  Feb.  12.  Train  leaves  Paddington 
8.40  a.m.  ;  return  from  Marlow  7.26  p.m.  In  last 
week's  report  the  words  "  and  the  lessees,"  etc., 
should  read  "  and  the  lessors,"  etc.  Several  members 
visited  Harefield  this  last  week-end  and  met  with 
fair  success.  Messrs.  Coots  and  Cracknell  had  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  Moss,  three  jack  (best  41b.  14oz.)  ; 
Mr.  Yarham,  three  perch  (best  lib.  2oz.),  and  jack 
(best  31b.  14oz.);  and  Mr.  Smedmore  jack;  other 
members  also  had'a^few  roach. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
~  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  throughout 
last  Wednesday's  meeting  of  members  in  Fetter- 
lane.  Reports  were  few  and  unimportant.  A 
curious  mass  of  spawn  had  been  picked  up  by  the 
trawler  Oazehound,  which  upon  examination  at 
the  Lowestoft  piscicultural  establishment  was 
found  to  consist  of  a  mass  of  eggs  of  the  cat  or  wolf 
fish.  A  communication  was  read  from  Mr.  Hugh 
Browne,  an  old  and  active  member,  upon  a  new 
form  of  broad  belt  with  pouches  used  by  him  in 
sea  angling,  and  an  account  of  fourteen  days'  sport 
oS  Dalkey,  near  Dublin,  with  hints  as  to  angling 
from  steamships  under  way  and  the  use  of  motor  boats. 
Dr.  George  Steele  Perkins,  M.D.,  then  read  a  very 
carefully  prepared  and  most  interesting  paper, 
entitled,  "  A  Few  Facts  About  the  Earth,  and  How 
it  Maintains  its  Position  in  Space,"  illustrated  where 
necessary  by  diagrams  upon  the  blackboard.  Its 
shape,  its  size,  weight,  and  contents  were  carefully 
and  accurately  given,  the  nature   of  its  various 


movements  described,  and  their  causes'"' explained, 
its  Utho  sphere,  hydrosphere,  and  atmosphere 
defined,  and  the  varying  increase  of  temperature 
below  the  surface  pointed  out.  Its  age  as  a  solid 
body  was  stated  at  approximately  1000  millions 
of  years  by  the  geologists,  though  Lord  Kelvin  is 
content  with  100  millions.  The  sun,  the  lecturer 
stated,  was  undoubtedly  the  source  of  all  energy— 
that  which  has  been  stored  up  in  our  minerals 
was  being  so  far  as  our  use  of  it  is  concerned 
exhausted  more  or  less  rapidly;  wood  supoly,  again, 
was  diminishing  ;  this  loss  of  energy  could  only  be 
replaced  by  that  still  derivable  from  the  sun.  The 
Earth's  origin  was  doubtless  a  mass  of  gaseous  matter 
thrown  off  from  the  sun,  by  cooling  becoming  first 
liquid,  then  solid,  finally  cooling  sufficiently  to  sup- 
port life.  The  Creation  or  the  Evolution  of  life  was 
reverently  treated,  the  lecturer  vigorously  denying 
that  the  theory  of  evolution  from  the  first  cell, 
as  a  result  of  combination,  and  a  natural  conse- 
quence Of  pre-arrangement,  involved  any  doubt 
of  the  power  of  God  {as  the  Creator  of  all 
things.  Evolution  and  design,  not  or  design — ■ 
nothing  can  do  away  with  the  first  cause. 
Vegetable  and  animal  life  was  described,  and  the 
Iscturer  almost  timidly  referred  to  the  possibility  of 
having  to  add  mineral  life,  the  new  discoveries  in 
connection  with  radium,  which  apparently  gave  out 
energy  without  loss,  raising  weird  questions  Some 
demonstrations  with  a  very  powerful  gyroscope 
served  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  centrifugal  and 
centripetal  forces  that  kept  the  earth  where  it  was 
in  space,  and  brought  the  paper  to  a  close.  The 
"  hecklers  "  present  then  put  puzzling  questions  to 
the  lecturer,  which  were  speedily  and  satisfactorily 
answered.  The  chairman  in  a  thoughtful  and  singu- 
larly appropriate  manner  thanked  Dr.  Steele  Perkins 
for  his  paper,  strongy  recognising  the  reverent  spirit 
in  which  he  had  deal  t  with  great  and  solemn  questions. 
Both  Dr.  Steele  Perkins  and  the  chairman's  remarks 
were  received  with  much  applause,  and  with  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  latter  a  veritable  scientific  meeting 
was  brought  to  a  close.  The  usual  meeting  will  take 
place  next  Wednesday  (no  special  subject  provided), 
and  on  Feb.  22  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society 
for  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
held.— H.  P.  ^ 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Under  the  successive  chairmanship  of  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  and  Mr.  D.  Isaacs,  a  very  enjoyable  concert' 
and  entertainment  took  place  on  Feb.  7  at  the 
Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.G.,  when,  notwith- 
standing a  rather  sparse  attendance,  a  capital  per- 
formance was  well  carried  out,  under  the  efficient 
management  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox.  Among  the  very 
successful  items  of  the  programme  may  be  men- 
tioned the' capital  songs  of  Mr.  Mason,  whose  fine 
mellow  voice  was  heard  to  perfection  ;  in  the 
instrumental  portion,  the  'cello  and  piano  pieces 
by  Mr.  Field  and  Mrs.  Mason  dehghted  all  listeners, 
whilst  Mrs.  H.  Taylor,  at  the  piano  as  accompanist 
and  obligato,  gave  every  satisfaction.  The  second 
part  of  the  entertainment  consisted  of  some  really 
marvellous  tricks  and  clever  impersonations  by 
Professor  Raymond,  quite  astounding  in  their  veri- 
similitude i  and  apparent  reality,  nothing  in  fact 
seemed  too  difficult  for  this  gentleman  to  perform, 
and  he  obtained  such  a  hold  on  the  audience  that 
if  he  had  elected  to  change  some  of  the  lookers-on 
into  guinea-pigs  it  would  scarcely  have  astonished 
those  not  so  transformed.  His  impersonations  also 
were  so  successful  that  'quite  a  furore  of  applause 
was  evoked,  and  at  the  end  the  Professor  was 
specially  thanked  for  the  pleasure  he  had  given,  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  being  also  cordially  rendered 
to  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  very  successful 
result.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  hearty  votes 
of  thanks,  with  musical  honours,  to  both  gentlemen 
that  had  occupied  the  chair,  brought  to  a  close  a 
very  pleasant  entertainment.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

ferRESHAM  AnGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  committee  was  held 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass  on  Feb.  7, 
a  large  amount  of  business  having  been  disposed  of. 
The  date  of  the  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  March  28, 
and  it  was  decided  to  follow  the  custom  which  has 
obtained  the  last  few  years  of  inviting  ladies.  Reph' 
postcards  relating  to  this  matter  will  be  posted  within 
the  next  few  days.  The  programme  for  March  will 
also  shortly  be  issued,  and  it  is  decided  to  continue 
these  monthly  for  the  next  six  months.    Mr.  G. 


FARROW  &  JACKSON,  Ltd. 

(By  Appointment  to  H.M.  The  King  and  H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales), 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 


WINE  BINS 

For  Country  Houses,  Sporting 
Quarters,  Yachts,  &c. 

DECANTING  APPLIANCES  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Catalogues  l^osf  I'^ree, 

8,  MAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

And  i6,  GREAT  TOWER  STREET,  E.C. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT:  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  Bvo.,  12s.  6d. 

Loiulon  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

FORD'S  PERFECTION  FISH  CARRIERS. 

These  Carriers  meet  a  real  want.  They  are 
designed  to  take  all  kinds  and  sizes  of  Fish, 
quite  safely,  on  any  reasonable  journey  in 
cool  weather. 

The  Perfection  Carriers  are  so  designed 
that  not  a  spoonful  of  water  is  lost  on  the 
longest  journey ;  at  the  same  time,  the 
motion  of  the  train  or  cart  sufticiently 
a;rates  the  water. 

They  will  be  found  very  useful  to  Clubs 
and  Fisheries  for  the  transport  of  Fish  from 
one  pond  or  stream  to  another. 

The  manufacture  has  been  much  improved 
by  the  adoption  of  slightly  tapered  necks, 
which  make  the  lids  interchangeable  ;  and 
the  bottoms  are  made  of  stronger  metal  to 
obviate  the  use  of  cross-bands,  which  soon 
get  out  of  order. 

They  are  made  of  very  stout  galvanized 
steel,  with  large  8  in.  folding  handles.  They 
are  2:iins.  in  diameter,  circular  in  shape, 
weigh  about  30  lbs.  empty,  and  li  cwt. 
moderately  full  of  tvater. 

These  tanks  are  now  in  constant  use  in 
22  Fisheries. 

They  will  be  sent,  carriage  paid,  to  any 
address  for  22s.  ;  or  a  smaller  size,  weighing, 
with  water,  about  Icwt.,  for  17s.,  from 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY. 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 

Ova,  Fry,  and  Yearlings  of  the  Best  British  Brown  Trout  and 

Acclimatised  Rainbows,  reared  in  Challt  Stream. 
A  LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  RAINBOW  YEARLINGS 
Wiponxt  J38  per  tliousa>nd. 


WATER  PLANTS. 


NATURAL  FOOD,  &e. 


A  D  VICE  GIVEN. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Keared  u  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  sold  by  minimam  measorement,  not  by  average 

length.   MoUusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  fish  and  pepslna.  Sole  Britlib 
Vgent.  Inspection  invited.   Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


OWSGHLAGER  FISCHEREI  GESELLSCHAFT 

RENDSBURG,  GERMANY. 

(Owsclilsi.^  Fisliex*y  Co.,  X^td.) 

Telegrams:  "Bydekabken,  Eendsbubg." 


ANNUAL 

8,000,000  Eyed  Ova. 
1,000,000  Fry. 


PRODUCTION. 

I  300,000  Yearlings. 

I  100,000  Two-year-olds. 


BROWN   TROUT  (fontinalis) 
RAINBOW  TROUT  (iridens) 
TROUT  (fario) 

SALMON  I  f™**^ 

(salmo  salar) 


Eyed  Ova,  9/0  per  1,000. 
Fry,  £1  per  1,000. 
'  Yearlings  from  £10  per  1,000. 
Two-year-olds  (l  lb.  each)  3/0 
per  lb. 


DISCOUNT  TO  DEALERS. 

Fresh  killed  J  lb.  Trout,  Salmon  (trutfca  trutta  and  salmo  salar)  3  to  12  lb., 
well  packed  on  ice,  can  be  regularly  supplied. 

Correspondence  Solicited  and  Offers  Invited  from  Wholesale 
FIsb  Merchants. 
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Rogers  occupied  the  chair  at  the  ordinary  meeting 
which  followed,  and  several  letters  were  received 
applying  for  admission  to  the  society.  It  was  decided 
to  place  500  good-sized  trout  in  the  Chesham  water. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  had  a  good  take  of  chub  at  Theale  last 
week-end — seventeen  capital  fish,  but  only  one  brace 
was  retained.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saimders  had  some  nice 
jack  from  the  Colne,  but  other  fishing  reports  were 
poor. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  at  Monday's  meeting 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  in  the  chair.  It  was  announced 
that  Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell,  F.R.G.S.,  had  been  appointed 
hbrarian-curator  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
resigned.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  the  only  gentleman 
who  had  had  sport  worth  recording,  he  having 
taken  a  number  of  pike  in  private  water  up  to  81b. 
in  weight.  Three  members  fished  the  Itchen  for 
grayling,  but  as  netting  for  jack  was  in  progress  at 
the  time  of  then-  visit  httle  was  done.  A  consider- 
able discussion  took  place  as  to  whether  grayling 
should  be  allowed  to  exist  in  the  same  water  as  trout, 
but  no  evidence  was  forthcoming  as  to  the  wickedness 
supposed  to  be  in  Thymallus.  All  the  injury  grayling 
are  asserted  to  cause  to  trout  was  of  a  purely  specu- 
lative and  assumptive  character,  none  of  the  various 
speakers  giving  conclusive  reasons  to  justify  grayling 
being  netted  out  of  trout  streams  and  destroyed. 
One  member  denounced  Thymallus  for  the  reason 
that  trout  ova  had  upon  evisceration  been  foxmd  in 
one  fish,  forgetting  that  the  tu  quoque  argument 
could  forcibly  be  applied  in  this  connection,  for  trout 
are  quite  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  offenders  in  this  respect 
than  grayling.  Another  gentleman  remarked  that 
whilst  coarse  fish  generally  were  detrimental  to 
trout  streams  yet  dace  did  the  trout  no  harm  !  Some 
persons,  however,  think  the  dace  an  unmitigated 
nuisance  in  trout  streams  by  reason  of  their  free- 
rising  nature  and  the  mmiber  of  flies  they  secure, 
which  should  go  as- food  for  trout.  It  was  stated 
that  in  a  Midland  stream  acknowledged  to  be  pol- 
luted, grayling  throve,  whilst  trout  deteriorated. 
^  AH  authorities  urge  that  in  a  foul  river  grayling 
cannot  live.  The  idea  of  grayling  being  indigenous 
was  scouted,  but  no  explanation  was  given  as  to  the 
means  by  which  such  a  fish  as  a  grayling,  which,  all 
pisciculturists  admit,  is  most  delicate  and  difficult  to 
handle  and  carry,  could  have  been  imported  into 
England  before  railways  were  existent  and  when  the 
facilities  for  transport  were  of  the  crudest.  The 
matter  will  be  further  dealt  with  at  a  meeting  later 
on.  when  probably  someone  will  take  up  the 
cudgels  and  act  as  defendant  in  the  many  charges 
brought  against  the  poor  grayling. — Hok.  Sec, 
pro  tern. 


DEA.TH  OP  MR.  C.  L.  W.  FITZ&ERALD. 


By  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  C.  L.  W.  FitzGerald 
at  his  Hampshire  residence,  Winterton  Hall,  Hythe, 
Southampton,  on  Jan.  7,  after  ten  months'  illness^ 
the  True  Waltonian  Society  has  lost  one  of  its  oldest 
members.  For  many  years  he  served  the  society 
as  president  and  honorary  treasurer,  and  in  carrying 
out  his  many  duties  spared  neither  time,  thought, 
nor  means.  A  first-rate  all-roimd  sportsman,  he  was 
a  strenuous  foe  to  all  sport-spoihng  practices  and 
assailants,  and  whenever  necessary  entered  the  lists 
without  fear  or  hesitation  in  defence  of  the  sporting 
rights  of  himself  and  his  friends.  An  excellent 
example  of  the  good  old-fashioned  type  of  sports- 
man, when  he  had  a  day,  whether  with  rod  or  gun, 
he  stuck  to  it,  fair  weather  or  foul,  with  the  result 
that  he  rarely  returned  without  gratifying  proof  of 
his  persistent  skill.  He  succeeded  to  the  Turlough 
Park  estate,  co.  Maycl,  only  a  few  years  ago,  and 
took  great  interest  and  delight  in  improving  a 
naturally  fine  sporting  estate. 

For  many  years,  before  his  retirement  from  the 
Stock  Exchange,  the  presence  of  Mr.  FitzGerald  in 
the  chair  at  the  Monday  evenings  of  the  True  Wal- 
tonian Club  House  at  Islington  might  be  reckoned 
upon  with  certainty,  and  as  regularly  around  him 
would  be  half  a  dozen  veteran  members  who  had 
fished  the  Rickmansworth  waters  for  thirty  or  forty 
years.  ■  Many  of  tliese  have  gone  before  him,  but  a 
few  remain,  and  the  society  is  fortunate  in  having 
still  at  his  post  Mr.  Arthur  Price,  the  hon.  secretary, 
who  worked  so  loyally  with  Mr.  FitzGerald  to  the 
last  in  every  work  that  made  for  the  interests  of  the 
society  and  the  water  which  it  rented  long  before 
other  angling  societies  had  taken  to  becoming 
riparian  lessees. — Field. 


Gentlemajst  (to  bm-glar) :  "  I  say,  what  are  you 
doing  in  my  house  ?  "  Burglar  (coolly)  :  "  Your 
house  ?  Is  it  your  house  ?  I  thought  you  only 
rented  it."  Gentleman  (quite  taken  aback)  :  "  Why, 

yes.  but  'pon  my  word,  of  all  "     Burglar : 

"  Well,  don't  you  be  so  'igh  and  mighty,  talkin' 
about  your  house,  indeed.    Good  night." 


TROUT    OF  STRANGE 
CHARACTERISTICS, 


A  MYSTERIOUS  breed  of  trout  is  reported  in  the 
American  Field  as  existing  in  two  lakes  in  Washing- 
ton, and  it  is  said  that  anglers  and  ichthyologists  in 
that  state  are  striving  to  solve  the  problem  of  the 
"  blood  trout,"  so  called  because  of  their  bright  red 
colour.  Report  has  it  that  these  trout  spawn  in 
Lake  Stellacoom  only  in  October,  and  that  the 
same  trout  spawn  in  American  Lake,  five  miles 
distant,  in  December,  and  that  these  fish  are  seen  and 
caught  only  while  they  are  spawning.  The  account 
fm-ther  says  that  because  they  are  never  seen  at 
any  other  time  of  the  year  some  claim  that  they 
hibernate.  In  proof  of  this  is  pointed  out  the  fact 
that  upon  many  of  the  fish  when  caught  are  tlie 
imprint  of  leaves  and  twigs.  Others  scout  this 
theory,  and  contend  that  the  <trout  live  at  the 
bottom  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  lakes  and  feed 
upon  small  animal  organisms.  Certain  it  is  that 
no  similar  fish  is  found  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
The  lakes  they  inhabit  are  land-locked,  a  fact  that 
leads  to  the  belief  on  the  part  of  some  that  they 
have  their  origin  in  the  land-locked  salmon.  In 
this,  too,  others  differ,  claiming  that  there  is  no 
resemblance  between  the  "  blood  trout  "  and 
salmon  ;  that  the  trout  are  something  of  the  shape 
of  a  sunfish,  but  not  so  pronoimced.  Why  the 
trout  spawn  at  different  times  in  lakes  so  close 
together  is  another  mystery.  Upon  one  point  all 
agree — that  they  are  plentiful  when  spawning,  and 
make  good  eating.  If  this  report  shall  prove 
authentic,  here  is  a  problem  of  which  experts  in 
ichthyology  should  seek  the  solution.  Among  the 
many  trout  named  in  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission's  Check-List  of  North  American  Fish, 
no  mention^is  made  of  any  variety,  sub-genus  or 
genus,  in  the  family  Salmonidae,  which  one  can 
identify  as  this  so-called  "  blood  trout,"  and  the 
family  is  a  large  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  investiga- 
tions may  be  instituted  by  the  State  Fish  Commission 
of  Washington  and  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  that  shall  identify  this  fish  and  cause  it  to 
be  as  well  known  as  are  many  others  of  the 
SalmonidcB  included  in  that  list. 


TROUT  IN  AUSTRALIA. 


BALLARAT  FISH  ACCLIMATISATION 
SOCIETY. 


Extracts  from  the  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Report. 

Your  committee  has  much  pleasure  in  presenting 
the  thirty-fourth  annual  report,  and  congratulate 
members  on  the  continued  success  of  the  society. 
The  revenue  for  the  year,  including  the  balance 
forward  (£21  7s.  Id.),  amoimts  to  £149  8s.  Id.,  and 
the  expenditure  to  £82  17s.  lOd.,  leaving  a  credit 
balance  of  £56  lOs.  3d.  The  total  number  of  year- 
lings raised  was  6929,  and  distributed  as  follows  : — 
Sold,  1675  rainbow,  1232  brown,  and  925  LochLeven 
tiu'ned  into  Lake  Wendouree,  2413  rainbow,  636 
Loch  Leven,  and  48  brown.  Eighteen  two  year-old 
trout,  625  perch,  110  carp,  and  41  tench  were  also 
sold.  In  the  stock  ponds  there  are  65  rainbows 
and  33  Locli  Leven.  The  first  brown  trout  was 
caught  in  the  lake  and  stripped  on  Jime  6,  and  to 
July  14  129  were  taken.  All  of  these  were  retm-ned 
to  the  lake  after  being  stripped.  The  first  rainbow 
was  stripped  on  June  24,  and  the  sixty-ninth  and 
last  fish  on  Aug.  12.  Ten  thousand  Loch  Leven  ova 
were  imported  from  New  Zealand,  and  unpacked  in 
splendid  condition.  Mr.  Smith  crossed  some  3000 
Loch  Leven  and  brown  trout,  which  hatched  success- 
fully, and  appeared  strong  and  healthy  up  to  just 
before  losing  the  sac, when  they  all  sickened  and  died. 
You  are  aware  that,  owing  to  the  inadequate  supply 
of  water  to  the  ponds,  the  percentage  of  yearlings 
raised  from  the  number  of  fry  planted  in  the  ponds 
has  not  been  as  great  as  it  should  be,  and  as  the 
number  of  anglers  are  increasing  every  year  and  new 
angling  clubs  forming,  the  demand  for  yearlings  for 
stocking  purposes  is  becoming  greater.  To  raise  a 
larger  percentage  to  meet  this  demand  the  ponds 
must  have  a  better  and  constant  supply  of  water, 
and  to  obtain  this  apphca,tion  was  made  to  the  City 
Coimcil  for  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  a  pumping 
plant,  the  result  being  that  the  Council  consented  to 
purchase  the  engine,  pump,  and  pipes,  amoimting  to 
about  £270,  on  the  understanding  that  this  amount 
is  repaid  by  your  society  in  four  annual  instalments, 
the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  Sept.  1,  1905. 
Among  the  offers  submitted  that  of  Cameron  and 
Sutherland  was  accepted,  and  it  is  expected  the 
erection  of  the  plant  will  be  completed  and  be  at 
work  by  the  end  of  this  month.    Your  committee 


tender  their  boat  thanks  to  the  City  Council  for 
coming  to  your  assistance  in  supplying  this  absolute 
necessity. 

The  glass  grills  were  again  used  in  the  hatchery 
this  season,  and  being  foimd  so  much  superior  to  the 
gravel  and  trays,  your  committee  has  ordered  from 
the  Solway  Co.  a  sufficient  number  to  fit  up  all 
the  boxes,  so  that  next  season  the  hatching  will  bo 
entirely  on  g'ass  grills.  The  hatching  this  season 
has  been  very  successful,  and  there  was  very  little 
sickness  among  the  fry,  which  were  not  turned  into 
the  ponds  until  they  had  been  a  few  weeks  on  the 
feed.  With  favourable  conditions  there  should  bo 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  year- 
lings raised  this  year.  The  Commissioner  of 
Railways  has  generously  consented  to  carry  all  fisli 
for  stocking  purposes  sent  out  from  your  hatcherv 
free  of  charge,  and  to  allow  the  attendant  to  travel 
at  excursion  fare.  This  concession  was  obtained  by 
the  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council,  to  whom  the  best 
thanks  of  the  society  is  due.  We  desire  to  brinp 
imder  your  notice  the  very  special  care  and  attention 
Mr.  Smith  has  given  to  the  stripping  and  hatching 
this  season,  the  successful  issue  of  which  is  entirely 
due  to  his  untiring  efforts  to  everything  pertaining 
thereto.  Your  committee  beg  to  tender  their  best 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Allchin,  Mitchell,  R.  Taylor,  and 
others  for  their  valuable  assistance  du-ing  the  past 
year. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J-  P- — Pike  and  general  coarse  fishing  closes  from 
March  15  to  June  15,  both  days  inclusive. 


ILettecs  to  the  Ebitor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  bij  our  Correspondents.] 

TOURNAMENT  SUGGESTIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  and 
appreciation  the  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  28  by  Mr.  Skues,  in  which  he  so  very  ably  brings 
up  the  question  of  reform  in  tournament  fly-casting 
rules.  If  I  might  be  allowed  to  put  my  humble  paddle 
in,  I  would  suggest  that  "distance"  be  of  little 
account  in  a  single-handed  wet-fly  competition,  as 
the  second  line  says  distance  and  deUcacy.  I  hope 
it  is  not  my  fault  in  mistaking  the  order  of  things, 
but  do  wet-fly  fishermen  as  a  rule  derive  much 
success  from  distance  ? 

I  always  find  the  less  reel  line  on  the  water  the 
better,  and  need  give  no  reasons,  I  think.  Modi- 
fications of  the  switch  and  Spey  casts  are  surely  so 
useful  in  tricky  fisliing  with  bushes  and  banks  (espe- 
cially upstream)  in  the  way,  that  one  wonders  at 
them  being  barred  in  the  suggestions.  I  note  later 
on  the  paper  says  75  per  cent,  has  to  be  scored  for 
delicacy  before  distance  can  be  scored,  but  I 
feared  at  first  sight  from  the  order  in  wliich  the 
words  read  that  distance  came  first. 

A  really  tricky  casting  competition  with  wind 
and  obstacles  would  be  a  splendid  item  in  the  pro- 
gramme, could  the  cast  be  so  manufactured.  I  hope 
Mr.  Skues  will  not  mind  my  writing  thus  ;  my 
best  thanks  to  him  for  his  paper. — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Procter. 

I   

CASTING  TOURNAMENTS. 
De.vr  Sir, — If  these  competitions  are  promoted 
partly  to  encourage  improvements  in  our  fishing: 
gear,  let  us  have  distance  events,  as  nothing  tests 
the  tackle  so  well.  We  should  have  at  least  one 
event  each  for  amateurs,  and  for  professionals, 
distance  only  to  count,  for  both  light  and  heavy 
fly  rods. 

Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues  in  his  proposed  rules  for  a 
"  Single-Handed  Wet  Fly  "  event  bars  the  switch 
and  Spey  casts.  Why  ?  And  the  same  with  regard 
to  raising  the  hand.  A  small  man  with  a  rod  to 
siiit  him  may  in  ordinary  fishing  find  need  to  lift 
his  hand  to  an  extent,  which  a  tall  man  with  longer 
rod  would  not. 

In  delicacy  and  accm-acy  events  mark  a  man  for 
neatness,  not  for  the  style  of  cast  he  uses.  Golf, 
tennis,  and  other  matches  are  won  by  the  result 
attained,  not  marked  by  the  style  of  the  players. 

In  the  events  other  than  for  distance  only,  there 
should  be  certain  definite  things  a  competitor  could 
not  do,  such  as  striking  water  with  the  back  cast, 
but  let  each  completed  good  cast  count  (up  to  three, 
or  any  other  number  decided  on)  irrespective  of 
mishaps  in  others. 

These  competitions  cannot  be  fishing  matches, 
if  they  could  it  might  be  found  that  it  is  not  all 
style  which  fills  the  basket.  I  hope  a  good  tourna- 
ment wiU  not  be  spoiled  by  trying  to  make  it  what 
it  cannot  be. — Yours  truly,    '         E.  B.  Burt. 
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A  DAY'S  CATCH  OF  BREAM  ON 
THE  MEDWAY. 

Dear  Sib, — We  encloso  for  your  inspection  a 
photograph  of  a  day's  catch  on  the  Medway,  on 
Sept.  25,  1904.  As  readers  of  your  most  vahiable 
paper  we  thought  it  might  be  interesting  to  know 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  roach  of  Hlb.,  the  total 
weight  of  fish  was  731b. 

Being  eager  for  sport  we  commenced  operations 
very  early  in  the  morning,  fishing  side  by  side. 
In  ten  minutes  a  31b.  bream  was  landed.  But  after 
fishing  till  daybreak  only  three  bream  of  medium 
size  were  captured.  When  the  sun  began  to  rise  we 
were  kept  well  employed  for  some  hours.  Then 
there  was  a  lull  ;  but  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
the  fish  began  biting  furiously,  keeping  the  boy  with 
the  landing-net  well  employed.  Had  we  been  able 
to  have  stayed  later  no  doubt  we  should  have 
doubled  our  catch.  But  time  and  trains  wait  for 
no  men.  I  may  add  that  we  were  fishing  with  the 
tight  line,  with  ordinary  ground-bait  of  bran  and 
bread,  the  hook  bait  being  the  tail  of  a  lobworm. 
Leaving  August  and  two  weeks  in  September  out, 
our  total  catch  for  the  season  was  2501b. — Yours 
truly,  J.  CoTON, 

Gravesend.  C.  Langdon. 

QUERIES   OF  A  BEGINNER. 

T)ear  Sie, — Would  you  be  good  enough  to  help  a 
beginner  without  expeft  friends  on  a  point  of  outfit  ? 
"  A  rod  and  reel  shovild  balance,"  the  books  say. 
How  can  T.  test  this  roughly  ?  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney 
says  the  rod  should  balance  on  one  finger  in  the 
middle  of  the  cork  handle  when  the  reel  is  on.  I  have 
a  rod,  stifEish  (Hardy)  built  cane,  steel  centre,  10|ft., 
weighing  lOjOZ.  Without  a  reel  the  centre  of 
gravity  is  31in.  from  the  butt,  with  a  reel  (IO;Voz.)  it 
balances  IViin.  from  the  butt.  To  agree  with 
Gedney's  rule  it  would  require  an  absurdly  heavy  reel. 
Can  you  give  me  a  rough  idea  of  what  weight  reel 
would  be  best  ?  Thickness  of  line  should,  I  am  told, 
also  suit  the  rod.  What  size  in  "  Acrne  "  (Foster's) 
would  you  recommend  " 

Rods  are  listed  as  being  especially  built  for  "  dry  " 
or  "  wet  "  fly.  What  is  the  difference  in  action  for 
the  two  styles,  or  is  it  simply  a  question  of  strength  ? 

Can  you  advise  me  as  to  a  good  river  (with  suitable 
centre)  for  wet-fiy  fishing  in  Scotland  for  the  latter 
part  of  April  (free  or  by  weekly  ticket),  brown 
trout.  The  fish  should  not  be  too  highly  educated 
by  hard  fishing,  or  a  humble  begiimer  will  not  stand 
much  chance.  Is  the  Deveron  good  (from  Huntly) 
at  that  time  ? — Yours  truly,  E.  S.  Lyttel. 

[The  lOJoz.  reel  is  quite  heavy  enough  for  the  rod 
described  ;  for  wet- fly  fishing  a  medium  "Acme  "  line 
would  do  very  well.  The  rods  for  dry-fly  wprk  are 
usually  stiffer  in  build  than  those  for  wet-fly,  and  a 
heavier  (tapered)  reel  line  is  used  by  many  dry-fly 
men.  The  Don  and  Deveron  are  probably  as  good 
as  any  trout  streams  in  Scotland  open  to  visitors  stay- 
ing at  hotels  having  fishings  on  them.  I  think 
that  Mr.  L.  should  engage  room  well  beforehand. 
—Ed.] 


WADER  REPAIRING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  or  some  of  your  nume- 
rous readers  would  kindly  tell  me  where  I  can  get  a 
pair  of  fishing  waders  repaired  at  reasonable  cost. 
Mine  are  a  good  pair  of  thick  twill,  but  the  inner 
lining  of  the  feet  is  worn  through  in  many  places. 
Can  this  be  renewed  satisfactorily,  or  would  it  be 
better  to  have  new  feet  spliced  on  ? — Y^ours  truly. 

Constant  Reader. 

[I  advise  our  correspondent,  who  is  a  naval 
officer,  to  send  his  waders  to  Mr.  Malcom,  of  Messrs. 
King,  Malcom  &  Co.,  3,  Green-street,  Leicester- 
square,  W.C,  and  have  them  treated  as  Mr.  M. 
advises  ;  he  has  doctored  waders  successfully  for  me 
many  times  since  1869.  I  feel  sure  he  will  advise 
new  feet. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  correspondent 
"  C.  H.,"  I  should  say  Ilfracombe  would  exactly 
suit  him.  There  is  good  sea  fishing  (see  my  article 
in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  31  on  "  Sea  Angling  at 
Ilfracombe").  There  are  two  reservoirs  (season 
ticket,  25s.  ;  or  weekly  and  daily  tickets)  M'ell 
stocked  with  rainbow.  Loch  Leven,  and  brown  trout 
from  Mr.  Richmond's  breeding  establishment.  In 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  are  several  rivers 
within  easy  reach  by  train,  such  as  the  Taw,  Tor- 
ridge,  Exe,  and  Barle,  and  most  of  which  are  early 
salmon  rivers.  I  am  writing  and  publishing  "  An 
Angler's  Guide  to  Ilfracombe  and  the  District," 
which  will  be  ready  in  about  a  month,  price  6d., 
which  gives  full  information.  If,  however,  mean- 
while "  C.  H."  cires  to  drop  me  a  line,  I  can  advise 
him  on  any  point  which  he  may  require. — Yours 
truly,  "  R.  W.  Vernon. 


FISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  writers  of  letters  signed  "  C  H." 
and  "  V^elox,"  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  28,  will  write 
to  me  direct,  giving  details  of  their  wants,  I  may 
be  able  to  help  them. — Yours  truly, 

Clearbrook,  Yelverton,  Blue  Dun. 

South  Devon. 


STRIKING  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  much  like  to  know  what  "  a 
turn  of  the  wrist  "  means  in  reference  to  "striking" 
a  roach  bite.  It  is  a  phrase  used  in  most  books  on 
angling,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  is  very  clearly 
understood,  or  whether  it  explains  clearly  how  a 
roach  should  be  struck. 

This  matter  was  brought  home  to  me  last  summer 
in  a  somewhat  forcible  manner  when  I  was  buying 
a  light  twelve-foot  roach  rod.  In  trying  the  rod  I 
gave  the  "  strike  "  with  "  a  turn  of  the  wrist,"  and 
the  top  of  the  rod  went  down  before  it  went  up. 
The  manager  of  that  branch  of  the  establishment 
said,  "  That  is  not  the  way  to  '  strike  '  a  roach  ; 
the  top  of  the  rod  went  down  before  it  went  up." 
"  Just  so,"  I  replied,  "  that  is  the  fault  of  the  rod." 
"  No,"  he  said.  "  it  is  the  fault  of  the  man  who  is 
holding  it."  "  Perhaps  you  will  kindly  show  me 
how  you  consider  a  roach  should  be  '  struck  '  with 
such  a  rod  as  this,"  I  said.  He  then  took  the  rod 
and  gently  lifted  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  was 
right.  I  have  caught  a  great,  many  roach  at  on© 
time  and  another,  but  practising  this  method  last 
summer  on  the  Thames,  I  hooked  fourteen  nice 
roach  in  an  hour  one  evening. 

Of  course  I  can  quite  understand  that  one  must 
lift  a  Lea  rod  to  "  strike,"  but  did  not  know  that 
the  upward  movement  was  applicable  to  the  lighter 
form  of  rod,  but  thought  it  should  be  done  by  "  a 
turn  of  the  wrist." 

The  top  of  the  rod  going  down  before  it  goes  up 
must  tend  to  miss  a  fine  bite. 

Perhaps  you,  Mr.  Editor,  or  some  of  your  readers, 
would  kindly  tell  us  the  best  mode  of  "  striking  "  a 
roach,  and  the  way  to  handle  a  rod  so  that  the  top 
shall  not  bend  down  before  it  goes  up. — Yours 
truly,  S.  D.  S. 

Brixton. 


ANGLING  IN  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  angling  in  many  public 
park  waters  is  prohibited,  I  do  not  see  why  this 
should  be  so,  as  the  fish  are  seldom  seen  and  cannot 
be  said  to  be  of  any  use  when  angling  is  not  allowed. 
This  is  the  position  in  the  case  of  the  reservoir  in 
Lowmoor  Park,  Lowmoor,  Bradford,  which  covers 
an  area  of  at  least  three  acres,  and  is  only  utilised 
for  boating  and  the  rearing  of  a  few  fancy  ducks 
and  swans.  It  contains  a  large  quantity  of  roach 
and  gudgeon,  which,  as  they  have .  been  left  un- 
molested year  after  year,  must  include  some  fine 
specimen  fish,  and  as  the  nearest  angling  club's 
water  is  about  seven  miles  distant,  and  there  is  no 
public  fishing  in  the  district  worth  mentioning,  I 
should  think  an  angling  club  could  easily  be  formed, 
and  the  place  thus  become  a  source  of  profit  both 
to  the  anglers  of  the  district  and  to  the  ratepayers. 
If  the  poor  objection  which  has  been  raised  is 
persisted  in — that  an  angler  standing  on  tlie  path 
which  surrounds  the  lake  is  an  obstruction  and  the 
hooks  dangerous  when  he  is  striking — one  side 
could  be  partitioned  off  for  the  use  of  anglers,  or  a 
cheap  wooden  pier  could  be  erected  to  fish  from. 
A  few  other  varieties  of  coarse  fish,  such  as  perch, 
tench,  carp,  etc.,  could  be  introduced,  and  the 
attractions  of  the  park  as  a  place  of  public  recreation 
would  be  at  least  doubled.  At  any  rate,  it  does 
not  seem  altogether  fair  that  the  ratepayers  should 
be  prohibited  from  fishing  under  any  conditions,  in 
such  parks  as  this,  when  they  have  partly  paid  for 
the  construction  of  the  reservoir. — Yours  truly, 

Cleckheaton.  Wai.tonian. 


GREY'  MULLET  AT  THE  LAND'S  END. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  at  Sennen  Cove  (about  two  or  three  miles  north 
of  the  Land's  End)  the  fishermen  at  times  secure 
large  shoals  of  grey  mullet,  which  are  supposed  to 
come  to  the  cove  to  feed  on  certain  sea-weed  there. 
On  Wednesday  evening  (Jan.  18)  the  seine  was 
shot,  and  a  shoal  of  33,000  secured.  This  is  the 
largest  shoal  numerically  which  has  been  landed,  but 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  catch  was  exceeded 
in  weight  by  a  catch  of  17,000  made  a  few  years  ago, 
which  sold  for  Is.  each.  The  shoal  secured  on 
Jan.  18  contained  a  few  large  fish  of  71b.  or  81b.,  but 
tho  bulk  were  small.  Usually  the  bulk  of  the  fish 
are  sent  to  the  French  markets. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Jewill  Hill. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  did  not  know  there  was  anything 
odd  in  shooting  a  Great  Northern  Diver  till  I  read 
about  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Some  years  ago, 
when  fishing  and  shooting  (for  skinning  and  stuffing 
purposes)  in  the  Scilly  Islands,  I  shot  a  Great  Nor- 
thern Diver,  a  mature  bird,  but  not  in  its  best 
plumage.  What  a  dance  he  led  us  before  we  even- 
tually secured  him  !  He  seemed  to  take  any  amount 
of  sliot,  and  when  skinned  had  many  a  pellet  between 
his  thick  skin  and  his  flesh.  A  few  "days  afterwards 
I  shot  with  a  rook  rifle  a  seal,  one  of  the  largest 
which  had  been  shot  for  some  years,  weighing,'  I 
think,  3681b.,  and  being  nearly  7ft.  long.  I  was 
young  at  the  time,  and  I  do  not  mind  owning  that 
I  am  not  provid  of  killing  two  such  beautiful  crea- 
tures, and  I  certainly  should  not  attempt  to  shoot 
them  now,  if  I  had  a  chance,  although  I  have  not 
the  same  feeling  about  that  equally  beautiful  crea- 
ture, the  trout.  But,  I  suppose,  once  a  fisherman, 
always  a  fisherman.  I  do  not  feel  ashamed  about 
the  fish,  but  I  do  over  the  bird  and  the  beast !  Why .? 
I  cannot  say.  I  also  shot  a  great  cormorant.  When 
carrying  him  home,  I  found  a  small  conger  2ft. 
long  protrudiag  from  his  beak ;  the  lower  half  was 
half  digested.  How  these  birds  can  gorge  ! — 
Y'ours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 


PENRITH  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  association  is  taking  in  hand 
the  restocking  of  the  Upper  Eamont  with  trout. 
Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  this 
water  since  the  association  took  it  over,  but  it  is 
thought  that  the  introduction  of  fresh  blood  would 
much  improve  the  size  of  the  fish.  Two-year-old 
trout  have  been  selected  as  being  most  suitab'e  for 
this  purpose,  and  500  have  already  been  booked  for 
delivery  in  March.  These  fish  are  ts  average  seven 
inches,  and  in  order  to  protect  them  the  takeable 
limit  will  be  increased  to  eight  inches,  and  wprrh 
fishing  in  flood  or  discoloured  water  will  be  debarred. 

To  thoroughly  restock  the  water  at  least  1500  fish 
will  be  necessary,  and  as  they  are  somewhat  cost'j' 
the  association  have  decided  to  open  a  special  re- 
stocking fund,  and  to  ask  for  outside  assistance. 
Any  contribution  to  the  fund  would  be  very  grate- 
fully received  and  acknowledged  by  yours  truly, 

Observer  Office,  Penrith.      E.  Scott,  Hon.  Sec. 
Jan.  30. 

P.S. — Tlie  following  subscriptions  have  already 
been  promised : — Dr.  Crick,  £5;  M".  E.  W.  Parker, 
£1  Is.;  Mr.  C.  H.  Allan,  £1  Is.;  Penrith  Angling 
Association,  £11. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  BARTON  BROAD. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  pike  season  has  been  some- 
what poor  this  winter  at  Barton  Broad  (Norfolk), 
Mr.  Cox.  who  has  the  fishing  rights,  and  supplies  boats 
and  baits,  saw  the  catch  my  friend,  Mr.  S.  Sullivan, 
and  I  made  there  on  Feb.  6.  Although  nothing  very 
special  for  this  district,  he  said  it  was  the  best  by 
far  this  season,  and  asked  me  to  advise  you  accord- 
ingly. Two  fell  to  my  rod  weighing  131b.  and  Ililb., 
and  curiously  enough  two  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  who 
was  fishing  from  the  same  boat  ;  these  weighed 
101b.  and  121b. 

Mr.  Cox  tells  me  that  several  of  your  readers  have 
not  put  in  an  appearance  there  this  season  yet,  and 
this  is  why  I  promised  to  write  this  note  to  you. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  S.  "W'hite. 


FISHING  NEAR  WINCHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  moving  from  my  present 
parish  and  going  to  live  in  Hampshire,  could  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  tell  me  whether  there  is  any 
trout-fishing  to  be  obtained  near  Winchester  at  a 
moderate  price  ?  A  rod  on  the  Itchen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  which  I  am  moving  is  at  a  price  pro- 
hibitive to  a  man  of  moderate  means,  but  perhaps 
there  is  association  water  to  which  members  would 
be  admitted  for  a  reasonable  yearly  subscription. 
Any  information  on  this  point  I  should  be  grateful 
for. — Y'"ours  truly.  Rector. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  EASTER. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of 
some  place,  within  reasonable  distance  of  London, 
where  a  few  days'  trout  fishing  could  be  obtained  at 
Easter.  I  should  be  glad  of  information  as  to 
quarters  and  expenses. — Yours  truh',  Nobge. 

THE  RIVER  DANE  (CHESHIRE). 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  one  of 
yoiu-  readers  would  let  me  know  where  I  can  get 
tickets  for  fishing  in  the  River  Dane  (Cheshire).— 
Y'ours  truly,  J.  S.  H. 

Manchester. 


February  18,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


103 


NOTICES. 

[for  List  of  Contenta,  see  page  109.] 

Thb  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishdng  Tacide 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of  the  FismNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
sarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishing  Gazette-  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  aU  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .      io#.  6(i. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        . .       5».  id 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto        ..       2».  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

•ubsoription,  including  postage    . .       . .      12*.  id. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page      . .       . .       . .       16  0 

Small  advertisements  6».  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Managee,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'eloek  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR.  ♦ 


Our  Salmon  Fisheries — Lord  Onslow's  Reply  to 
the  Salmon  and  Trout  Association. 

As  was  to  be  feared.  Lord  Onslow,  in  his  reply  to 
the  deputation  from  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Associa- 
tion on  the  suggested  improvements  in  the  salmon 
fishery  legislation,  held  out  very  little  hope  of 
assistance.  He  hit  the  weak  points  in  the  proposals 
with  unerring  aim,  and  I  confess  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  the  promoters  can  suppose  that  an 
English  Government  would,  or  could,  do  what  is 
suggested  as  regards  finding  the  money  for  the 
suggested  improvements.  Given  an  incompetent 
or  impecunious  Board  of  Conservators,  at  the 
instigation  of  certain  interested  people,  the  Govern- 
ment, through  its  Board  of  Agriculture  or  some 
central  body,  is  to  kick  out  the  conservators  and, 
either  directly  or  through  the  local  coimty  council, 
levy  a  rate  on  the  district  covered  by  the  watershed 
of  the  rivers  under  the  Board,  and  apply  the  funds 
to  "  improving "  the  salmon  fishing.  As  Lord 
Onslow  said,  this  is  "  rather  a  strong  departure  from 
constitutional  precedent."  Why  should  any  district 
because  unfortunate  enough  to  have  a  diseased  or 
derelict  salmon  river  in  its  midst  be  forced  to  pay 
for  doctoring  it  when  the  householders  cannot  even 
buy  a  bit  of  salmon  locally  if  they  wish  to  ?  Why 
should  the  locality  be  taxed  to  benefit  the  owners 
of  the  salmon  fisheries  and  make  salmon  a  little 
more  plentiful  in  the  London  market  ?  That  is 
what  it  would  amount  to.  If  the  nation  wants 
cheaper  salmon  and  more  salmon,  it  must  pay  for 
it  out  of  the  public  budget ;  no  local  tax  would  be 
suggested  by  any  Government  or  could  be  enforced, 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  local  inhabitants. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  district  taking  over  a 
salmon  fishery  and  running  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
district,  but  that  would  mean  compensations  right 
and  left,  and  the  local  county  council  which  took 
up  the  running  of  the  salmon  fishery  ought  to  have 
its  offices  in  the  local  asylum.  There  are  many 
very  good  points  in  the  proposed  new  Salmon  Bill, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  F.  Hotchkis,  the 
chairman  of  the  Wye  Board  of  Conservators,  sup- 
ports all  but  the  suggestion  for  raising  the  wind. 
Personally,  I  doubt  if  any  Government  of  this 
country  will  have  time  again  to  bother  itself  about 


salmon  fishery  legislation — there  are,  as  Lord 
Onslow  hinted,  so  many  far  more  important  things 
which  claim  priority  of  attention,  and  cannot 
get  it.  The  outcome  will  possibly  be  the  separa- 
tion of  imperial  from  domestic  legislation,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Council  for 
the  latter— Home  Rule,  in  fact,  for  England 
and  Wales,  for  Scotland,  and  for  Ireland.  ^  The 
chief  i  impediment  in  the  way  of  improvement 
of  our  salmon  fisheries  is  the  conflict  of  interests 
between  the  different  proprietors  of  fishing  rights 
on  each  river.  As  regards  fresh  legislation  against 
poaching,  what  is  wanted  is  the  power  and  the  will 
and  the  money  necessary  to  put  in  force  the  existing 
laws,  which  are  openly  broken  and  defied  in  many 

districts.   

Openingf  of  the  Tweed— A  Fisherman  of  eighty- 
eight  lands  a  Salmon. 

A  correspondent  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
note  from  a  local  paper : — 

"  The  opening  of  the  salmon  rod  fishing  on  the 


were  something  in  the  nature  of  a  competition,  with 
a  small  medal  or  two,  or  even  cards,  for  the  best 
in  each  class,  and  no 'doubt  the  great  professors 
would  send  cases  'not  for  competition.'  I  hope  you 
will  forgive  my  troubling  you,  but  I  writ©  to  you  as 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  because  I  see  that 
you  are  on  the  committee  of  the  show. — Yours 
faithfully,  «F.  W." 

I  think  the  suggestion  is  an  excellent  one,  and  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  for  such  an 
exhibit — that  is,  a  loan  exhibit  of  small  collections 
of  flies  dressed  by  amateurs,  in  frames,  with  names 
under  each  fly  and  name  and  address  of  sender — not 
for  competition,  merely  for  exhibition. 


Mr.  E.  J.  Walker's  Fine  Chub. 
If  there  is  an  authentic  record  of  a  larger  chub 
than  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker's,  of  which  I  give  a  picture, 
I  do  not  remember  it — I  mean  one  taken  in  fair 
angling  as  this  of  71b.   5oz.  was.    Mr.  Walker 


The  7lb.  5oz.  Chub. 

This  chub,  weighing  71b.  5oz.,  was  caught  by  E.  J.  Walker  in  the  Hampshu'e  Avon  at  Christchurch  with  cheese 
paste,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  17,  1904.  The  chub,  mth  its  companion  of  71b.  14oz.,  was  well  known  by  the  keepers  of 
the  water,  and  many  hours,  and  even  days,  were  spent  before  it  could  be  persuaded  to  take  a  bait. 


Tweed  this  year  has  been  attended  with  much 
success.  Mr.  William  Tait,  Coldstream,  on  the  Lees 
Water,  landed  three  salmon  of  14lb.,  131b.,  and  9lb. 
each.  Mr.  William  Malcolm,  on  Norham  Water, 
caught  one  salmon  of  8lb.  General  William  Home, 
London,  on  the  Birgham  Water,  landed  four  salmon 
of  91b.,  9lb.,  71b.,  and  71b.,  and  Lord  Dunglass hooked 
one  of  151b.,  Thomas  Scott,  late  fisherman,  Cold- 
stream, who  is  now  eighty-eight  years  old,  landing  it, 
and  being  made  a  present  of  the  salmon.  Sir 
Richard  J.  Waldie-Griffith  opened  the  season  by 
taking  two  nice  spring  salmon,  weighing  81b.  and 
61b.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  also  caught  two,  weighing 
81b.  and  7lb." 


Suggested  Exhibition  of  Flies  Tied  by  Amateurs. 

Captain  F.  W.,  a  keen  amateur  fly  dresser, 
writes: — 

"  Dear  Sib, — I  write  to  ask  you  if  there  is  to  be 
any  exhibition  of  flies  tied  by  amateurs  at  the  forth- 
coming Fishery  Exhibition.  Anyone  who  takes  to 
tying  his  own  flies  never,  I  imagine,  gives  it  up  ; 
and  catching  fish  on  one's  own  flies  very  greatly 
increases  the  pleasure  of  fishing.  But  still  there  are 
not  a  large  number  of  fishermen  who  do  tie  their 
ovm  flies.  If  there  were  a  small  stand  for  amateurs' 
flies,  it  would  be  extremely  interesting  to  all  amateur 
dressers,  and  would  also  show  anglers  who  have 
never  tried  it  that  fly-tying  is  easy  enough  with 
practice.  I  well  remember  before  I  took  to  it 
myself  thinking  that  it  would  involve  years  and 
years  of  practice  to  tie  the  most  ordinary  flies  ; 
whereas  a  very  short  time  enables  one  to  turn  out 
quite  satisfactory  dressings.  Such  a  stand  would  take 
up  very  little  room,  and  exhibits  might  be  divided 
into  (1)  dry  flies,  (2)  wet  flies,  (3)  sea-trout,  and  (4) 
salmon  flies — say,  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  and  a  half  of 
each.    It  would  probably  promote  exhibits  if  there 


kindly  had  the  photo  taken  before  the  glass  was  put 
on  the  case ;  it  makes  a  great  difference. 


"Eden  Salmon"  and  Coquet  Salmon. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Thomas  Bragshaw,  jun.,  of 
Newcastle,  for  this  interesting  note  : — 

"  I  see  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  11  you  mention  the 
Eden  salmon  on  sale  here  in  Newcastle.  '  Whist,' 
I  presume,  took  it  for  granted  that  the  fish  were 
Eden  salmon,  seeing  that  there  were  notices  outside 
the  shop  announcing  that  the  fish  came  from  the 
Eden. 

"  I  also  hear  on  good  authority  that  Carlisle 
fish  merchants  were  quoting  for  Eden  salmon  during 
last  week,  before  Feb.  10 ;  surely  there  is  a  mistake 

somewhere  ? 

"  Other  shops  in  the  city  were  selling  salmon 
which  I  am  told  were  from  Ireland.  Probably  the 
so-called  '  Eden  salmon  '  were  also  Irish  fish. 

"  As  to  the  salmon  {S.  salar)  entering  the  Coquet, 
which  you  question,  there  are  a  few,  but  only  a 
very  few,  true  salmon  in  the  Coquet ;  but  many 
anglers  do  not  know  the  difference  between  the  bull 
trout  (S.  eriox)  and  the  salmon,  consequently  bull 
trout  are  often  reported  as  salmon. 

"  During  the  spring  a  great  many  kelts  are  killed, 
and  with  bull  trout  I  think  it  is  questionable  whether 
there  is  any  harm  in  this.  But  already  this  season 
I  have  seen  a  true  salmon  kelt  killed,  the  angler 
probably  not  knowing  the  difference  between  salmon 
and  bull  trout. 

"  Most  anglers  just  spread  out  the  tail  to  see 
whether  it  is  square  or  not ;  but  this  is  a  very 
unsatisfactory  method  of  identification.  It  is  far 
better  to  count  the  rows  of  scales  between  the 
posterior  edge  of  the  adipose  fin  and  the  lateral  line 
(not  counting  the  scale  through  which  the  line 
passes),  salmon  having  ten  or  eleven  rows,  bull 
trout  thirteen  or  fourteen. 
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"  If  this  were  done  I  think  it  would  show  that  a 
very  small  percentage  of  the  migratory  Salmonidae 
of  the  Coquet  is  the  true  salmon — I  should  not 
think  more  than  five  per  cent. 

"  I  am  afraid  that  if  a  spate  does  not  come  soon 
very  few  of  the  kelts  wUl  ever  get  back  to  sea,  as 
they  are  suffering  terribly  from  fungus  {Saprolegnia 
ferax),  hundreds  having  already  died  from  this 
cause." 

I  hope  shortly  to  publish  some  very  clear 
illustrations  showing  how  to  distinguish  bviU  trout 
from  salmon.  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  the 
Coquet  "  salmon,"  so  much  talked  of,  is  nothing 
but  a  buU  trout,  for  which  the  Coquet  has  long 
been  noted.  Probably  the  great  majority  of  the 
fish  which  are  called  salmon  taken  in  that  river 
are  kelt  bull  trout  ;  and  anglers,  who  are  misled 
by  reports  of  salmon,  wUl  not  feel  grateful  to  the 
reporters. 

"  Eden  Salmon  in  Newcastle." 

"  Whist,"  in  the  Newcastle  Daily  Journal  of 
Feb.  14,  says  : — 

"  In  the  first  week  of  the  month  I  made  mention 
of  the  very  fine  salmon  from  the  river  Eden,  in 
Cumberland,  that  were  exposed  for  sale  in  the  shop 
of  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Co.,  Barras  Bridge.  In  reference 
thereto,  the  Fishing  Gazette  remarks  that  the  said 
salmon  inust  have  been  '  poached,'  inasmuch  as 
salmon  fishing  in  the  Eden  does  not  begin  till 
Feb.  10.  But  they  were  not  poached,  inasmuch  as 
salmon  fishing  in  the  higher  reach  of  the  Eden, 
whence  they  came,  begins  on  Feb.  1.  From  which 
it  will  be  apparent  that  I  was  quite  right ;  whereas 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  altogether  wrong." 

If  "  Whist "  is  right,  I  apologise  for  having 
corrected  him  ;  but  vsdU  he  kindly  explam  from 
which  part  of  the  "  higher  reach  "  of  the  Eden 
salmon  are  caught  and  sold  to  fishmongers  in 
the  first  week  of  February.  It  seems  that  the  net 
close  season  in  the  Eden  is  from  Sept.  10  to  Feb.  10 
"  below  Old  Sandsfield  "  ;  but,  curiously  enough, 
the  records  of  close  times  in  "  Whitaker's  Almanack" 
and  in  the  Fishmongers'  Company's  printed  sheet 
do  not  mention  what  the  period  is  above  Old 
Sandsfield. 

Eden  Salmon. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Carlisle  Angling  Association,  writes  : — 

"  I  notice  in  your  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  1 1  that  salmon  netting  does  not  commence  until 
Feb.  10  in  the  Eden.  You  are  mistaken,  as  netting 
commences  on  Feb.  2  and  rod-fishing  on  Feb.  16. 

"  P.S. — A  large  number  of  salmon  have  been 
caught,  especially  at  Warwick  Hall,  where.  I  under- 
stand, they  had  twenty  the  first  night  and  nineteen 
the  second." 

I  suppose  the  Eden  close  season  for  nets  has  been 
altered  lately,  as  in  the  Fishmongers  Company's  list 
of  close  times  dated  August,  1904,  the  Eden  net  close 
time  is  given  as  Sept.  10  to  Feb.  10. 


Mr.  Geen's  Take  of  Salmon. 

The  following  are  the  weights  of  the  salmon  taken 
by  Mr.  Geen  and  his  son  recently,  as  weighed  at 
Fortingall  Hotel,  Fortingall,  Glen  Lyon,  Perth- 
shire : — 

Mr.  Philip  Geen.— Jan.  16,  two,  161b.  and  151b.  ; 
Jan.  17,  three,  221b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  ;  Jan.  19,  one, 
191b.  ;  Jan.  20,  one,  121b.  ;  Jan.  25,  one,  20Jlb.  ; 
Jan.  28,  two,  15|lb.  and  151b.  ;  Jan.  30,  two,  201b. 
and  141b.  ;  Jan.  31,  two,  161b.  and  161b.  ;  Feb.  1, 
one,  141b.  ;  Feb.  2,  one,  16ilb.  ;  Feb.  4,  three,  21  lb., 
181b.,  and  141b.  ;  Feb.  7,  two,  181b.  and  181b.  ; 
Feb.  10,  three,  161b.,  IS^lb.,  and  151b.  ;  Feb.  11, 
one,  17|lb.  ;  total,  twenty-five  salmon. 

Mr.  Geen,  jim. — Jan.  17,  two,  181b.  and  1.51b.  ; 
Jan.  18,  one,  20ilb.  ;  Jan.  20,  one,  241b. 

The  fish  were  in  splendid  condition,  and  I  am  glad 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Geen  that  there  were  no  diseased 
fish  to  be  seen. 

The  Easter  Monday  French  Fishing  Match. 

The  editor  of  Le  Pecheur  informs  me  that  members 
of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society  intend  to  com- 
pete in  the  fishing  match  referred  to  in  my  notes 
last  week  as  to  be  held  near  Paris  on  Easter  Monday. 
If  I  can  get  time  I  will  give  a  translation  of  the 
rules,  etc.,  relating  to  the  contest.  t>^ 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  OPENING  ON  THE  DEE, 
DON,  SPEY,  ETC. 

On  Saturday  (Feb.  11),  in  the  teeth  of  a  blinding 
snowstorm  "  keen  and  snell,"  the  season  opened  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  and  some  eighty  odd 
streams.  The  waters  have  been  all  along  far  too 
small  for  great  expectations  being  entertained,  yet 
a  good  head  of  clean  fish  were  known  to  be  forward 
at  least  in  the  Dee  and  Spey,  and  when  the  rivers 
rose  about  a  foot  on  Friday  (Feb.  10)  the  angler's 
hopes  ran  high  of  a  fair  start  being  made  after  all. 
However,  on  Feb.  11  it  was  just  the  unexpected  that 
happened.  The  day  dawned  in  a  blizzard,  which  con- 
tinued off  and  on  till  it  closed  in  a  blinding  snow- 
storm, driving  the  enthusiasts  who  had  braved  the 
elements  throughout  the  morning  home  to  shelter, 
and  reducing  sport  to  a  minimmn. 

The  "  first  blood  "  as  yet  reported  was  got  on  Mr. 
Hay's  Blackball  Castle  water,  a  beauty  of  7-2-lb.,  and 
other  four  were  added  to  the  bag  throughout  the 
day.  Lord  Pem-hyn's  guests  on  the  Cairnton  had 
good  sport  on  the  opening  day,  and  from  Culter  to 
Aboyne,  on  some  twenty  miles  of  water,  sport,  if  not 
rife,  was  at  least  gratifying,  and  augurs  well  for  the 
rest  of  the  season.  The  present  snowstorm  will  not 
be  an  unmixed  evil  if  heavier  waters  follow. 

The  Don  did  little  or  nothmg.  The  Master  of 
Sempil  has  the  Fintry  House  water  ;  Mr.  Burnett, 
the  Pitmedden  ;  and  the  other  rods  are  about  the 
same,  but  till  a  good  rattling  spate  comes  their 
spoils  will  not  be  great— not  even  kelts,  for  they  are 
not  much  in  evidence  this  year  on  the  Don,  and  the 
more's  the  pity  !  On  the  nettings  of  the  Grandholm 
and  Netherdon  waters  some  two  hundred  fish  were 
got  at  the  dawn  of  day,  which  augurs  well  for  the 
supply  of  fish  on  the  coast. 

Anglers  were  forward  in  considerable  force  on  the 
Dee  and  Spey.  About  a  dozen  ladies  and  gentlemen 
are  on  the  Abo3me,  Glentana,  and  Dinnet  reaches, 
while  the  Dess,  Kincardine,  and  Banchory  sections 
are  all  fully  covered  with  expectant  rods,  who  have 
been  somewhat  nonplussed  by  the  sudden  change  on 
the  face  of  Nature,  and  all  within  a  round  of  the 
clock.  On  the  Spey  rods  are  also  forward  in  con- 
siderable force,  and  have  also  for  the  nonce  been 
stormed  ofi  the  "  field." 

From  the  results  of  the  netting  operations  along 
the  coast,  which  were  also  handicapped  by  the 
sudden  change  in  the  weather  conditions,  a  good 
salmon  season  is  confidently  expected;  with  fair 
round  waters  this  is  a  certainty  on  such  rivers  as  the 
Dee  and  Spey,  as  already  the  pools  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  these  streams  are  actually  crowded  with 
beauties  of  the  first  order,  but  it  is  the  later  and 
smaller  streams  that  there  is  anxiety  felt  about,  as 
meantime  they  are  more  like  July  than  early  sprmg 
waters,  and  unless  favoured  all  the  more  by  fresh 
weather  and  abundance  of  moisture  their  chances 
of  sharmg  m  the  sprmg  run  of  salmon  are  small. 

Small  flies  were  the  order  of  the  day  on  Feb.  11, 
2in.  being  about  the  largest,  whereas  I  have  often 
seen  3m.  and  3|tn.  m  most  demand.  It  is  always 
a  good  sign  when  2in.  irons  are  m  vogue,  and  when 
good  waters  are  running  these  are  needed  in  the 
early  months.  i    j  r 

Angling  rentals  are  by  no  means  on  the  declme— 
rather  the  opposite,  and  a  salmon  water  with  a 
holdmg  pool  or  two  is  a  gold-mme  ui  itself  to  its 
owner,  and  seldom  needs  to  be  advertised  m  the 
open  market.  The  prices  for  prime  salmon  this  year 
are  in  front  of  those  of  last.  The  London  market 
rules  the  provincial  one  in  this  as  m  almost  every- 
thmg  else,  and  on  Saturday  the  rates  ran  m  London 
at  2s.  2d.,  and  in  Aberdeen  at  2s.  0|d  to  2s  4d 
which  works  out  an  average  of  2s.  2d.  for  both. 
Kelts  will  be  strongly  in  evidence  durmg  the  next 
few  weeks,  but  as  the  bulk  of  the  fish  are  on  the 
lower  waters  they  will  soon  be  cleared  out  with  a  few 
fresh  floods. 

Altogether,  the  season,  in  spite  of  the  unexpected 
blight  on  the  very  start,  promises  fahly  well.  It  will 
be  a  season  of  small  waters  ;  but,  if  not  too  small, 
they  will  not  be  so  objectionable  as  contmual  spates 
and  volumes  of  snow  broth— never  steady,  never  the 
same  colour,  and  never  fishable  two  days  on  end. 
With  open  weather  and  a  good  head  of  fish  m  the 
pools,  there  is  every  chance  of  good  sport  for  the 
openmg  months  at  least.  G.  Mackay. 


The  lowest  forms  of  life  existing  m  the  ocean  are 
the  protozoa.  They  are  mere  cells,  tiny  animated 
sparks  of  life,  and  even  the  microscope  tells  but 
little  of  their  nature. 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


{Continued  from  page  94.) 

CHAPTER  TV— continued. 
Now  take  five  or  six  inches  of  fine  floss  silk, 
smooth  it  carefully  between  first  and  second  fingers 
of  right  hand  so  as  to  get  any  twist  out.  The 
fingers  must  be  perfectly  clean  and  free  from  wax, 
so  do  not  forget  the  methylated  spirit.  Place  the 
floss  against  the  side  of  the  hook,  diagonally  as 
showi,  and  wind  two  or  three  turns  of  the  tying 
silk  over  it,  the  coils  being  close,  even,  and  to  the 
riffht  of  the  last  coils.    Cut  off  the  end  of  the  floss 


Fig.  14. 

closely.  If  the  floss  was  not  tied  in  diagonally 
there  would  be  a  ridge.  The  floss  must  now  be 
wound  to  the  left  as  far  as  the  twist,  then  back 
again  to  the  right,  each  turn  being  closer  to  the 
last,  so  as  to  form  a  slight  taper  ;  it  should  nearly 
reach  to  a  spot  above  the  point  of  the  hook.  The 
great  secret  in  winding  the  floss  is  to  keep  it  flat, 
and  not  allow  it  to  twist,  but  to  pass  the  first  and 
second  fingers  down  it,  after  each  turn,  two  or 
three  times.  On  reaching  the  tying  silk  unwind 
the  two  turns  which  fastened  in  the  floss.  Wind 


Fig.  15. 

one  more  turn  of  floss  and  fasten  it  off  under  the 
hook  with  a  turn  or  two  of  tying  silk,  and  cut  ofl' 
the  end  as  close  as  possible.  The  tag  is  now  com- 
plete. In  some  flies,  seal's  fm-  or  pig's  wool  is 
used  instead  of  floss ;  after  winding  on  and  fasten- 
ing ofl"  the  twist,  wax  the  tying  silk  well,  take  a 
small  quantity  of  fur  between  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  the  right  hand,  holding  the  silk  taut 
with  the  left  hand,  twist  the  fur  on  to  the  tying 
silk,  and  keep  on  twisting  until  the  fur  is  thoroughly 
round  the  silk   and   conceals   it.    Now  wind  it 


Fig 


straight  round  the  hook.  The  beginner  generally 
twists  on  too  much  fur,  a  very  little  will  suffice  as 
shown  As  soon  as  the  fur  has  been  wound  far 
enough,  pull  off  with  the  nails  any  excess  there 
may  be  and  wind  two  or  thi-ee  turns  of  silk  to  the 
ricrht.  Most  fly-tiers,  before  spinning  the  fur  on 
to  the  silk,  roll  it  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb 
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so  as  to  form  a  loose  strand,  which  is  then  spun  on 
to  the  silk. 

Be  careful  that  no  tying  silk  shows  between  the 
twist  and  fur  before  going  on  to  the  next  step. 
When  there  is  to  be  twist  only  for  the  tag,  the 


Fig.  17. 


first  coil  should  begin  at  a  point  immediately 
above  the  root  of  the  barb,  but  end  in  the  same 
place  as  floss  or  fur.  If  the  tag  is  to  be  ribbed 
with  twist  it  should  be  tied  in  (stripped  at  one  end 
as  before)  at  the  same  time  with  the  floss.  The 
iloss  is  then  wound  on  over  the  exposed  core,  and 
the  end  of  the  floss  is  left  hanging  in  the  pliers, 
while  the  ribbing  twist  is  wound  on.  Both  floss 
and  twist  are  then  finished  off  with  two  or  three 
turns  of  silk. 

Tails. 

The  feather  used  for  this  part  of  the  fly,  more 
than  any  other,  is  the  topping  from  the  golden 
pheasant's  head.  Beginners  will  find  it  rather  a 
troublesome  feather  to  tie  in  correctly — that  is,  on 
the  top  of  the  hook  and  the  shaft  in  a  direct  line 
with  the  shank,  and  not  leaning  over  to  one  side. 
Select  a  feather  suitable  to  the  size  of  the  hook, 
and  pull  off  all  the  short  fluffy  fibres.  An  examina- 
tion will  show  that  the  centre  rib  of  the  outside  of 
the  feather  is  curved,  and  of  the  inside  pointed,  in 
section.  Consequently  when  placed  on  the  hook 
and  the  silk  wound  round  it  the  silk  pulls  the 
feather  over  to  one  side.  To  obviate  this  the  quill 
must  either  be  held  inclining  towards  you  whilst 
being  tied.on  or  the  shaft  must  be  flattened  where 
the  silk  will  pass. 


Fig.  18. 


I  recommend  the  last  method.  The  way  to 
hold  the  feather  is  shown  in  the  illustration.  The 
thumb  nail  shpuld  be  pressed  tightly  on  to  the 
quOl,  close  up  to  the  fibres,  while  the  feather  is 
drawn  to  the  left  with  the  left  hand.  Take  great 
care  though  that  the  feather  does  not  incline  to 
one  side.  To  tie  it  on  hold  it  between  the  fore- 
finger and  thumb  of  the  left  hand  on  top  of  the 


Fig.  19. 


hook,  while  you  wind  two  turns  of  the  tying  silk 
round,  the  first  turn  being  close  up  to  the  fibres, 
but  not  over  them.  Cut  ofl'  the  projecting  end 
quite  close  only  if  tying  on  an  eyed  hook,  and 
wind  one  or  two  more  turns  of  the  tying  silk. 


When  tying  flies  for  my  own  use  I  do  not  sti'ip 
off  any  of  the  fibres,  but  tie  in  fibres  and  stem 
together.  This  prevents  that  frequent  flipping  off 
of  toppings  used  in  tails,  and  admits  the  use  of 
feathers  which  are  out  of  shape  and  too  large. 

If  the  fly  is  to  have  two  toppings  they  should  be 
placed  side  by  side  and  tied  on  together.  The  same 
number  of  turns  of  silk  will  be  sufficient.  Another 
kind  of  tail  is  composed  of  fibres  or  strips  of  different 
feathers,  curved  upwards  like  a  topping  ;  but  before 
describing  how  to  tie  them  on,  I  must  direct  the 
reader's  attention  to  a  few  important  facts  about 
feathers,  on  the  knowledge  and  application  of  whicli 
neat  work  greatly  depends. 

If  you  look  at  a  feather,  you  will  see  that  the 
fibres  on  both  sides  of  the  shaft  curve  naturally 
towards  the  point  of  the  feather.  As  an  example, 
take  the  two  mallard  feathers  shown,  the  curve  is 


Fig.  20. 


more  defined  in  these  feathers  (which  are  taken 
from  the  flanks)  than  in  others,  although  it  is  there, 
more  or  less,  in  all  feathers. 

The  feather  on  the  right  of  the  illustration  is 
taken  from  the  right  side  of  the  bird,  the  other  from 
the  left  side.  Now,  when  using  strips  or  strands 
for  wings  or  tails,  the  fly-tier  must  always  be 
careful  to  put  them  on  the  proper  side  of  the  hook. 
As  an  example  of  this,  suppose  that  you  wish  to 
tie  on  a  tail  consisting  of  strips  of  surmner  duck, 
curved  up  like  a  topping,  cut  oft'  a  narrow  strip 
from  a  right  side  feather  and  from  a  left,  place 
them  back  to  back,  the  one  exactly  covering  the 
other,  the  best  side  of  both  outwards.  They  will 
coincide,  which  is  what  we  want.  Suppose  now, 
that  instead  of  taking  a  right  and  left  strip,  you  had 
taken  two  rights  or  two  lefts,  placed  them  back  to 
back,  best  sides  outwards  as  before,  then  one  would 
turn  up  and  the  other  down,  so  that  s^^-mmetry 
would  be  lost. 

(To  be  continued.)  ] 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST 
OF  ENGLAND. 

"  Our  Editor  "  and  I  have  been  for  two  days  in 
quest  of  pike  in  a  West  Coimtry  lake,  by  way  of 
vdnding  up  our  pike  fishing  for  this  season.  Although 
om'  success  was  not  phenomenal,  yet  we  had.  fair 
sport,  and  our  pleasure  was  much  enhanced  by  the 
exceedingly  fine  weather  and  the  presence  of  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Marston,  our  companion  in  the  punt  and 
"  ship's  purser,"  who  superintended  the  commis- 
sariat department  and  looked  after  our  creature 
comforts  most  admirably.  Not  for  many  years 
have  I  enjoyed  such  a  very  pleasant  angling  outing. 

The  Sim  was  shining  most  of  each  day,  but  the 
water  was  so  much  colder  than  the  air,  though  that 
was  a  cold  north  one,  that  the  fish  were  torpid  and 
came  half-heartedly  at  our  lures,  our  united  captures 
amountiag  ia  the  aggregate  to  some  thirty-five  pike 
and  jack,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Marston  on  spinning  bait  from  the  shallower 
waters  of  the  lake  alongside  the  sedges,  among 
which  pike  will  soon  be  taking  up  their  spawning 
quarters.  Mr.  Marston  was  casting  from  a  new 
reel  invented  and  patented  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Bessemer, 
jun.,  which  Messrs.  Allcock  will  presently  bring  out. 
Mr.  M.  was  delighted  with  it.  We  returned  alive 
and  uninjured  to  the  water  all  fish  under  51b., 
retaining  four  only,  weighing  351b. — namely,  111b., 
101b.,  81b.,  and  61b. — for  it  is  not  fair  nor  sportsman- 
like to  deplete  waters  by  keeping  small  fish,  be 
the  waters  private  or  public  fisheries.  I  tried  the 
deeper  pools  with  paternoster  and  snap,  but  none 
of  the  big  pike  were  in  a  himgiy  mood.  Fish  of 
301b.  and  28^1b.  have  been  recently  caught  in 
these  waters.  Alfred  Jasdine. 


CONCEENING  FLOATS. 


XI.— THE  "  HOMER '1  FLOATS. 


(Continued  from  page  78.) 

Mr.  W.  p.  Homer,  157,  Forest-lane,  Forest  Gate, 
E.,  has  sent  samples  of  his  floats,  and  says:  "These 
floats  are  suitable  for  any  kind  of  ground  feeding 
fish.  I  call  them  roach  floats,  because  roach  fishing 
is  indulged  in  more  than  any  other  sort  of  angling, 
and  roach  fishermen  are  particular  about  their 
floats."  It  is  essential  that  these  floats  should  be 
weighted  so  that  all  the  cork  body  is  under  water, 
and  only  the  plug  top,  or  portion  of  the  plug,  to 
suit  the  angler,  current,  etc.,  is  visible.  The  top,  or 
plug,  of  float  No.  2  is  reversible,  one  half  being 
coloured  red  and  the  other  white.  There  is  a  tiny 
staple  or  loop  of  wire  fixed  in  the  widest  part  or  centre 
of  the  double  plug  where  the  two  colours  meet  (No.  2a), 


No.  I.  Black  hollow  cork  float  with  bone  plug. 

Length,  3|in.    Diameter  on  dotted  line,  ^gin. 
No.  2.  "  Homer,"  or  hollow  cork  plug  float,  showing 

line  in  position.    Length,  4|in.    Diameter  on 

dotted  line,  ^''iiir'- 
No.  2a.  Reversible  plug  with  wire  staple.  Length, 

Ifin. 

through  which  the  line  is  passed  before  being  put 
through  the  float,  and  keeps  it  in  position.  I  must 
confess  that  it  is  rather  difficult  to  pass  a  fine  line 
thi'ough  these  floats,  and  ili-.  Homer  says  the 
quickest  way  is  to  put  a  piece  of  fine  copper  vrire, 
closely  doubled  at  the  end  like  an  ordinary  baiting 
needle,  through  the  float,  attach  the  line,  and  draw 
it  through,  similar  to  threading  beads,  ilr.  Homer 
suppUes  these  %vires  with  every  float.  The  wire  is 
very  soft,  and  can  be  rolled  up,  put  in  a  tackle  case, 
waistcoat  pocket,  etc.,  and  can  be  straightened  in  a 
few  seconds  ready  for  use.  The  great  advantage  of 
this  float  is  that  it  requires  neither  cap  nor  ring, 
and  the  chief  difference  between  one  of  a  set 
of  three  ordinary  black  wooden  Lea  roach-floats 
I  have  and  the  one  under  discussion  (No.  2)  is 
the  cork  body  is  slightly  longer  than  that  of  the 
"Homer"  float,  more  tapering,  and  very  much 
thinner,  but  I  think  the  black-coloured  float  (No.  1), 
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with  the  black  crown  on  the  single  white  bone- 
plug,  is  a  great  improvement  on  No.  2  for  several 
styles  of  roach  fishing,  but  more  particularly  for  tight- 
line  fishing  ;  it  is  3|lq.  in  length,  the  plug  very 
conspicuous,  and  a  capital  float  for  detecting  a  bite, 
especially  at  dusk  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  upper 
portion  of  the  black-coloured  length  of  porcupine  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Lea  roach-float  is  often  longer  and 
thicker  than  that  of  the  "  Homer  "  float.  This  is,  no 
doubt,  an  advantage  when  Ught  legering  ;  the  line 
is  more  extended,  and  a  more  direct  slant  is  efl^ected 
from  the  float  to  the  weight.  The  reversible  plug 
of  such  a  capitally-made  float  as  No.  2  is  just  the 
thing  to  see  a  long  way  off,  but  it  can  be  seen  in 
bright  or  fading  light  or  windy  weather,  and  when 
the  water  is  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  an  extra  shot  will 
sink  it  so  that  only  the  tip  of  the  plug  is  above  the 
surface,  and  the  finest  bite  can  be  detected,  no 
matter  how  stiU  and  smooth  the  siu-face  may  be. 
All  the  cork  body  is  under  water,  only  a  portion  of 
the  plug  is  seen,  and  the  float  being  hollow  and 
extremely  Ught,  it  enables  the  angler  to  hook  his 
fish  with  the  greatest  ease. 

With  respect  to  fishing  a  tidal  river  like  the  Anm 
at  Amberley  with  these  floats,  Mr.  Homer  says  :  "  I 
use  a  17ft.  roach-pole,  with  a  'tight  line  nearly  as 
long  as  the  rod,  4|ft.  of  the  finest  imdrawn  gut,  a 
No.  7  McKenzie  hook,  a  small  Joz.  buUet,  and 
attach  a  piece  of  No.  2  vmdresaed  silk  plaited  line  to 
the  gut  to- .suit  the  rod.  When  the  tide  is  running 
strongly,  I  fix  the  float  12in.  from  the  top  of  rod  and 
allow  the  buUet  to  rest  on  a  spUt  shot  12in.  ^ibove 
the  hook.  At  high  water  this  enables  me  to  fish 
very  deep  swims.  I  bait  with  specially-prepared, 
well-kneaded  paste,  and  squeeze  a  very  stiff  and 
adhesive  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  well  round  the 
bullet,  and  this  can  be  got  further  out  by  holdiag 
the  rod  vsdth  the  hands,  and  the  fish  hooked  better 
and  quicker  than  having  it  on  a  rest  and  awaiting 
results.  When  the  tide  is  running  slowly  I  plumb 
the  depth  as  near  as  possible,  fi:x  the  fioat,  and 
gradually  work  the  bullet  down  the  swim  with  the 
point  of  the  stiff  rod,  instead  of  swimming  the  fioat 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  it  should  be  remembered 
that  this  method  takes  about  six  times  longer  to 
fish  over  the  ground-bait,  and<gives  the  fish  every 
chance  to  take  the  bait,  and  a  bite  is  easily  detected, 
as  a  rule  it  being  an  unmistakable  pull ;  on  the 
other  hand,  a  bite  from  a  very  small  fish  (even  a 
gudgeon)  can  be  felt  as  plainly  as  possible." 

For  fishing  from  a  punt  or  swimming  the  float  in 
imitation  of  the  Nottingham  style,  the  running  bne 
may  be  attached  to  the  end  of  a  4^f  t.  taper  gut  cast, 
the  lowest  shot  12in.  from  the  hook,  and  extra  heavy 
weight  for  fast  streams — that  is,  two  shot  the  same 
distance  from  the  hook,  and  the  remaining  shot  in 
twos  closer  together  towards  the  gut  loop,  the  current 
being  stronger  nearer  the  surface  than  at  the  bottom 
(many  anglers  will  not  allow  for  this),  and  for  light 
legering  in  slow  streams,  one  shot  or  more  from  6in. 
from  the  hook,  according  to  depth  of  water,  to  18ia. 
from  the  hook  ;  and  Mr.  Homer  says  :  "  The  above 
remarks  are  from  actual  experience  after  fishing  with 
these  floats  in  nearly  twenty  different  rivers,  as 
well  as  lakes  and  drains."  In  short,  he  is  a  practical 
angler,  very  ingenious,  a  taxidermist,  sells  the 
"  Omersit "  folding  stool,  rods  and  tackle  for  aU 
sorts  of  fishing,  and  will  be  pleased  to  give  any 
information  in  his  power. 

Colour. — With  respect  to  colour,  he  is  in  agree- 
ment with  the  late  Mr.  Foster,  and  says  the  colour 
most  suitable  is  brown  or  cork  colour.  It  is  true 
that  at  certain  periods  several  sorts  of  fish  head 
up  stream  some  distance  from  the  bottom  and  seize 
particles  of  food  as  they  float  along  ;  among  others, 
bleak,  chub,  dace,  perch,  and  roach  may  be  caught 
without  difficulty  swimming  this  fioat,  etc.,  some 
thirty  yards  or  more  if  desired.  A  brown  colour, 
such  as  cork  colour,  I  feel  sure,  would  not  be  noticed 
by  the  fish  in  any  condition  so  much  as  a  black 
one,  which  in  my  opinion  does  not  match  any  object 
in  the  water.  Used  in  a  proper  manner,  these  fioats 
are  practically  indestructible.  I  have  had  one  of 
them  in  a  pan  of  water  for  days,  and  it  made  no 
difference  to  it  whatever.  They  are  well  and 
strongly  made,  a  special  preparation  protects  the 
cork  from  the  action  of  the  water,  and  they  can  be 
coloured  brown,  olive,  black,  green,  etc.,  to  suit  the 
taste  of  the  most  fastidious  angler. 

A  Slider  Float. — At  the  last  moment  Mr.  Homer 
has  sent  a  reversible? bone-plug  to  fit  thefc  black 
hoUow  cork-float,  with  a  groove  neatly  cutj|  one 
uniform  width  and  depth  from  end  to  end,  and 
anglers  can  have  one  of  these  plugs  to  any  of  the 
*'  Homer  "  floats,  and  a  single  or  double  plug  for 


this  purpose.  All  that  one  has  to  do  is  to  put  the 
line  through  the  float  as  described  above,  guide  it 
into  the  groove,  or,  in  other  words,  turn  the  groove 
in  a  duect  line  with  it,  and  tie  the  stop  the  depth 
one  wishes  to  fish.  A  bit  of  barbel  or  thinnish  pike 
line  I  like  best.  They  go  through  the  rings  more 
easily  than  gut.  To  quickly  change  from  a  slider 
to  a  fixed  float,  raise  the  plug  until  it  is  quite  loose, 
turn  the  groove  round,  press  the  plug  on  the  line, 
and  there  you  are.  The  difference  between  this 
excellent  slider  float  and  a  first-class  American 
slider  that  I  have  seen  is,  the  Une  goes  through  the 
latter  float  from  end  to  end,  tip  and  all,  whUe  it 
enters  Mr.  Homer's  float  at  the  aperture  in  the  cork, 
and  when  swimming  this  float  I  think  this  would  be 
a  great  advantage.  To  tell  the  truth,  I  thought  it 
would  be  possible  for  a  fine  line  to  jam  between  the 
cork  and  the  edge  of  the  groove,  and  asked  Mr. 
Homer  to  give  the  float  a  severe  trial,  and  he  says 
in  a  letter  to  me :  "I  gave  the  sUder  a  long  and 
severe  test.  I  had  not  the  least  trouble  in  throwing 
out,  and  the  line  sUpped  through  the  groove  without 
the  slightest  hitch.  I  used  the  float  all  the  time 
(three  homrs)  as  a  sUder.  Sometimes  I  let  it  float 
down  twenty  yards,  and  struck  hard  and  sharp, 
but  I  could  not  get  the  line  to  jam  anyhow."  After 
this,  I  think  nothing  more  need  be  said.  A. 
(To  be  continued.) 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  PENN  PONDS, 
EICHMOND  PAKK. 


It  has  frequently  been  asked  where  anglers  can 
obtain  free  good  pike  fishing  within  easy  distance 
of  London,  and,  as  just  now  the  thoughts  of  many 
anglers  are  lightly  turned  to  the  pursuit  of  JEsox 
lucius  —  now  in  prime  condition  —  pike  fishermen 
may  be  reminded  that  two  magnificent  sheets  of 
water  are  available  for  free  fishing  near  London, 
and  contain  many  large  specimens.  I  refer  to  the 
famous  Perm  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  situated  amid 
picturesque  surroimdings,  and  those  who  are  fond 
of  winter  angling  might  go  very  much  further  and 
fare  worse. 

The  ponds  can  be  reached  from  Richmond  Hill 
Gate  in  about  one  and  a  half  miles  ;  from  Sheen 
Gate  in  a  mile  ;  Roehampton  one  and  a  half  miles  ; 
and  from  the  Elingston  Gate  in  about  one  and  three- 
quarter  miles.  Unless  you  take  a  cab  it  means  a 
long  tramp  across  the  park  from  each  gate,  but 
those  who  are  possessed  of  strong  limbs  will  not 
mind  this,  and  enthusiastic  anglers  usually  do  not 
stick  at  trifles.  Permission  to  fish  the  ponds  are  to 
be  had  from  the  Superintendent  of  Richmond  Park, 
and  tickets  are  issued  for  two  days.  Sunday  fishing 
is  not  allowed  there,  though,  curiously  enough, 
Sunday  fishing  is  permitted  in  the  ponds  in  Bushey 
Park  and  the  Long  Water,  and  in  Home  Park, 
Hampton  Court.  In  the  two  latter  parks  permits 
are  tmnecessary. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  very  serious 
difficulty  in  fishing  Penn  Ponds  in  consequence  of 
the  water  being  so  shallow  round  the  sides,  and 
probably  that  is  the  chief  reason  why  metropolitan 
anglers  seldom  visit  them.  During  the  time  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Ranger  of  Richmond 
Park,  anglers  were  able  to  secure  the  pimt  in  the 
large  pond,  and  they  could  fish  in  a  good  depth  of 
water.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  punt  is  now 
not  available  for  fishing,  and  the  authorities  have 
withdrawn  that  permission,  lest  it  should  disturb 
the  enormous  numbers  of  wildfowl  to  be  seen  on 
and  about  its  transparent  waters. 

The  Penn  Ponds,  which  are  fed  by  natural  springs 
and  land  drainage,  abound  in  pike,  and  quite  a 
number  of  large  fish  have  been  captm-ed  in  both 
ponds,  and  those  anglers  weU  acquainted  with  the 
waters  are  firmly  convinced  of  the  truth  that  there 
are  as  big  fish  in  the  sea  as  have  ever  been  caught. 
A  splendid  pike,  weighing  231b.  was  taken  in 
February,  1903.  Police  -  constable  Cartwright, 
stationed  at  Kingston,  hooked  the  big  fish,  and 
after  a  long  tussle  it  broke  away.  On  the  following 
day  another  angler  succeeded  in  landing  the  pike, 
Cartwright's  hooks  being  found  in  its  mouth.  On  a 
subsequent  occasion  Cartwright  kiUed  one  of  over 
191b.  in  perfect  condition,  and  had  three-quarters  of 
an  hour's  exciting  sport  before  the  fish  was  brought 
to  the  bank.  He  has  also  accounted  for  good  fish 
of  171b.  2oz.,  121b.,  101b.,  and  a  number  of  six  and 
five  pounders.  Pike,  as  in  other  waters,  are 
generally  in  good  condition  in  autiunn  and  winter, 


but  undoubtedly  February  is  the  best  month  in 
these  waters. 

Paternostering  or  spirming  for  pike  in  these 
shallow  and  weedy  ponds  is  absolutely  useless  here, 
but  with  snap-tackle — the  fairest  and  most  sports- 
manlike way  of  capturing  pike — it  is  possible  to  fish 
successfully  from  the  bank,  notwithstanding  the 
great  disadvantages  pike  anglers  have  to  encounter. 
Much  ingenuity  is  required  to  manoeuvre  a  pike, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  live-bait  far  from 
the  bank  in  a  decent  depth  of  water.  Even  then 
when  you  have  got  your  tackle  near  the  centre  of 
the  pond,  the  live -bait  often  gets  hung  up  in  the 
weeds  and  dead  leaves.  Fortunately,  there  are  no 
thick  growths  of  reeds,  but  the  bottom  is  covered 
with  small  weeds  which  do  not  die  in  the  winter, 
and  if  only  the  authorities  would  periodically  clear 
out  the  aquatic  growth  at  certain  spots  in  the 
ponds,  fishing  would  be  more  enjoyable,  and  anglers 
would  greatly  appreciate  such  a  boon. 

The  pike  rod  for  snap  fishing  must  be  strong, 
and  every  part  of  the  tackle  should,  therefore, 
be  carefully  tested  before  commencing  operations. 
Sound  swivels,  oUed  and  working  freely,  and  whip- 
pings of  hooks  tried.  It  is  almost  useless  to  fish 
with  thick  gimp  or  clumsy  hooks  in  that  clear 
water.  Not  a  few  instances  have  been  known  where 
gimp  has  been  bitten  through  by  biggish  pike  in 
Penn  Ponds,  so  that  good  wire  traces  and  wire 
hooks  are  strongly  recommended.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary to  have  a  large  winch  and  at  least  a  hundred 
yards  of  strong  silk  line,  well  greased  either  with 
vaseline  or  "  Gishurstine."  A  dozen  or  a  dozen  and  a 
half  of  good  dace  or  roach  may  be  ample  for  a 
day's  fishing,  but  it  often  happens  that  the  baits  get 
damaged  in  the  weeds,  or  mauled  by  small  jack. 

There  are  only  two  or  three  hales  where  pike 
may  be  found  lying  up,  and  as  the  ponds  are  not 
very  deep,  it  follows  that  the  pike  are  much  scattered. 
The  fish  are  most  rmcertain  in  their  feeding.  Still, 
there  are  days  when  they  are  madly  on  the  feed 
and  prowl  about  for  food,  and  sometimes  are  caught 
in  very  unlikely  places.  It  is  a  fact,  and  worth 
remembering,  that  a  wary  pike  whifch  will  refuse 
one  bait  will  frequently  take  a  smaller  temptation. 
Good  fortune  is  almost  sure  to  be  the  reward  to  the 
winter  pike  fisherman,  and  a  mighty  specimen  may 
be  brought  to  the  bank. 

It  may  be  remarked  there  are  immense  shoals 
of  perch  in  the  large  pond,  but  it  is  rare  to  get  a 
good  basket  of  those  fish.  In  the  summer  scores 
of  bream,  huge  black,  bronze  fellows,  may  be  seen 
in  the  daytime,  rolling  and  leaping  from  the  water. 
Near  the  penstock-sluice  or  outlet  in  the  upper 
pond,  where  for  about  twenty  yards  there  is  a 
depth  of  seven  or  eight  feet  of  water,  anglers 
by  ledgering,  or  using  rather  heavy  float  tackle,  have 
been  rewarded  with  fine  bream  and  carp.  Roach  of 
a  good  size  are  also  numerous,  and  it  is  said  there 
are  immense  quantities  of  eels  in  both  ponds. 

H.  G.  H. 


OTTER  CAPTUEED  IN  A  SHIPYARD. 


A  HXTNT  occurred  at  Messrs.  W.  Pickersgill  and 
Son's  sliipyard  recently,  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  a  magnificent  otter.  Between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  one  of  the  employes,  named 
Philliskirk,  noticed  an  animal  about  the  size  of 
a  well-proportioned  field  spaniel,  and  not  imlike 
it  in  build,  issue  from  a  stack  of  timber  situated 
in  the  yard  near  the  river  bank.  Giving  it 
more  than  a  casual  glance  he,  however,  saw  it 
was  not  a  dog  but  a  strange  animal.  As  it  made 
off  towards  the  river  he  picked  up  a  heavy 
wooden  wedge  and  flung  it  with  great  force  at  the 
animal,  knocking  it  over.  Though  wounded  the 
animal  got  away,  with  Philliskirk  and  a  number  of 
other  workmen,  who  identified  it  as  an  otter,  in  hot 
pursuit.  The  chase  was  short  but  exciting.  The  otter 
immediately  took  to  the  water,  and  swimming  into 
the  stream  for  a  time  eluded  its  pursuers,  and  looked 
as  though  it  would  escape.  Several  men  followed  in 
a  boat,  and  the  animal's  wound  preventing  it  diving 
to  any  great  extent,  it  was  eventually  captured.  It 
only  lived  about  an  horn  after  being  caught.  It  is 
said  to  be  a  magnificent  specimen  of  its  kind,  and  it 
is  the  intention  of  Phillisldrk  to  have  it  stuffed.  It  is 
not  known  what  caused  the  otter  to  be  so  far  from  its 
usual  haunts  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Wear. — 
Sunderland  Echo. 


Sea  anemones  have  been  known  to  five  for  three 
or  four  years  without  any  nourishment  save  what 
they  extract  from  the  water. 
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THE  TWO-HOOK  WOEM  TACKLE 
FOE  SALMON— AND  ITS 

INCEPTION. 
By  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


I  HAVE  unfortunately  mislaid  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jan.  28,  which  included  a  very  polite  letter  from 
your  coiTespondent,  Mr.  Johnstone  Forfar,  suggest- 
ing, I  think,  that  someone  should  indicate  what  is 
the  projjer  thickness  of  wire  for  hooks  to  be  used  in 
the  above  tackle.  Doubtless,  as  in  most  other 
.  matters  connected  with  the  gentle  art,  different 
fishermen  have  different  opinions — quot  homines,  tot 
sententicB — my  own  opinion  would  be  in  favour  of 
ihe  wire  being  of  the  thickness,  say,  of  the  next  size 
of  hook  above  that  of  the  hook  actually  used.  That 
supposing  that  the  hook  used  is  No.  6  (new  scale), 
en  the  wire  should  be  of  the  thickness  of  No.  7 
ew  scale),  and  so  on  ;  nor  shoiild  I  think  it  any  the 
orse  if  it  were  two  sizes  thicker,  especially  if  the 
"ded  thickness  is  concentrated  in  the  hook-bend, 
rather  than  in  the  point-side  or  taper  of  the  shank. 
The  points  of  the  sneck -hooks — or,  rather,  I  should 


say,  "square-bent"  hooks — which  I  foimd  most 
effective,  were  not  twisted  in  any  way,  but  straight, 
e  hooks  shown  in  the  cut  are  (supposed  to  be) 
.  7  (new  scale),  which  is  the  best  size  when  an 
tra  large  lob-worm  is  used,  and  the  distance 
between  the  hooks  is  also  proportionately  increased. 
The  lead,  or  leads,  which  should  always  be  sufficient 
to  carry  the  bait  down  to  the  bottom,  no  matter 
what  the  depth  or  strength  of  the  stream,  are  most 
conveniently  attached  by  strands  of  horsehair — 
three  or  four — which,  when  they  get  fast  in  a  rock 
or  boulder  (a  circumstance  of  pretty  constant 
occurrence),  will  yield  to  a  steady  strain,  and  prevent 
loss  of  the  whole  tackle.  The  lead,  if  a  buUet, 
should  be  "  looped  on  "  to  the  link,*  and  the  link 
itself  tied  to  the  gut  trace,  somewhere  over 
one  of  the  knots,  about  l|^ft.  above  the  bait,  the 
most  convenient  length  for  the  trace  itself  being 
about  3  yards.  The  bait  is  worked,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten — and  always  most  effectively — by  being  cast 
up  the  stream  and  drawn  down,  the  line  being  kept 
"  tight,"  dribbling  along  the  bottom  aU  the  way, 
until  about  opposite  the  fisherman,  when  it  should 
be  taken  out  and  re-cast  as  before  ;  and  this  process 

*  In  the  illustration  only  one  (doubled)  horsehair 
is  represented  in  the  link.  This  is  an  error  in  the 
engraving,  as  in  the  tackle  sent  for  copying  there 
were  two  (doubled)  strands,  giving  four  thicknesses 
or  strands  of  hair  in  all  to  the  link  itself.  A  single 
(doubled)  strand  is  hardly  ever  sufficient.  The  link 
&s  drawn  is  also  full  long. 


may  go  on,  and  shovdd  go  on  in  a  place  where  it  is 
pretty  certain  that  salmon  are  lying,  for  a  dozen  or 
even  two  dozen  casts,  as  it  occurs  constantly  that — 
whether  from  the  bait  not  coming  close  enough  to 
the  fish's  mouth  to  tempt  him  to  bite,  or  from  his 
not  seeing  it  in  the  foam  and  rush  of  water — a  salmon 
will  ultimately  take  a  bait  which  has  been  apparently 
already  brought  to  him  over  and  over  again.  It  is 
most  convenient  to  keep  a  pocket  full  of  leads  of 
different  sizes  and  weights,  with  the  horsehair  links 
already  attached,  so  as  to  save  time  and  trouble 
when  at  the  river  side — the  losses  of  leads  being,  as 
already  observed,  generally  numerous.  This  natu- 
rally results  from  the  bait  being  worked  strictly  upon 
the  bottom  ;  but  then,  if  it  is  worked  anywhere  else 
but  strictly  on  the  bottom,  it  will  not  catch  fish,  so 
that  the  choice  practically  lies  between  loss  of  leads, 
and  not  infrequently  also  of  tackle,  and  the  loss  of 
"  a  bag." 

The  straightened  -  out  hooks  which  were  re- 
cently illustrated  in  my  letter  in  your  columns 
"  occurred  "  on  the  Usk — somewhere  above  Senny 
Bridge,  Brecon — more  years  ago  than  I  care  to  think 
of.  It  was  also  on  the  Usk,  and  still  higher  up  than 
Senny  Bridge — namely,  at  Trecastle— that  I  first 


"  discovered,"  so  to  speak,  the  two-hook  tackle  for 
worm  fishing,  and  the  story  is,  perhaps,  sufficiently 
exceptional  to  permit  of  its  being  told  in  your 
columns. 

I  went  down  to  Breconshire  with  a  friend,  for  the 
purpose  of  snipe-shooting,  and  put  up  at  Trecastle. 
At  this  place,  the  tenant  of  the  shooting  and  fishing 
was  good  enough  to  give  us  permission  for  the  latter, 
"  if  we  cared  for  it,"  candidly  telling  us,  however, 
that  the  trout-fishing  was  then  all  over,  and  that  as 
regards  the  salmon-fishing,  it  was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  7iil,  as  no  salmon  were  ever  known  to  rise  to 
a  fly  in  that  part  of  the  Usk,  or  take  a  spinning-bait, 
and  that  the  very  few  which  were  caught  were  taken 
by  the  worm  in  the  reaches  lower  down,  where  the 
chaimel  was  less  rocky  and  the  stream  less  rapid. 

We  soon  verified  the  fact  that  the  salmon  in  the 
Trecastle  water  would  not  take  the  fly,  nor  a  spim 
minnow,  so  one  day  I  determined  to  try  the  worm, 
not  on  the  plan  adopted  by  the  local  fishermen  of 
two  or  thi'ee  worms  on  a  big  hook  floating  a  foot  or 
two  below  the  surface  of  the  stream,  but  by  extend- 
ing and  adapting  to  salmon  the  two-hook  tackle  and 
mode  of  fishing  it  which  I  had  always  previously 
used  for  trout,  and  substituting  a  lob-worm  for 
brandlings  or  dew-worms.  Success  attended  the 
experiment  in  the  very  first  pool — how  many  fish 
have  I  not  taken  out  of  that  pool  since  ! — and  we 
brought  back  several  salmon  and  bull  trout  that 
night  to  the  hotel.  The  next  day  we  were  equally 
successful,  and  soon  the  tenant  of  the  fishing  became 


not  only  exceedingly  interested  in  these  results,  but 
also  as  to  the  tackle  by  which  we  were  basketing  so 
many  fish,  where  none  had  been  taken  before.  .  .  . 
But,  alas,  for  human  nature,  instead  of  coming  and 
frankly  asking  me  to  show  him  the  tackle  and  how 
we  caught  the  fish,  he  set  his  keeper  to  "  watch  " 
us  ;  and  on  the  first  of  these  watches — I  recall  the 
circumstance  with  satisfaction  ! — the  said  keeper, 
having  ensconced  himself  in  a  willow  tree,  opposite 
one  of  our  especial  pools,  was  laid  siege  to  by  a  bull, 
and  had  to  remain  "  treed  "  for  several  hours  until 
rescued  by  a  relief  party. 

Well,  not  to  make  a  long  story,  our  bags  continued 
to  grow  heavier  until  the  local  tenant  made  it  clear 
he  would  prefer  trying  further  experiments  by 
himself,  and  when  shortly  afterwards  he  gave  up  the 
sporting  rights,  which  cost  him,  I  think,  some  £10 
or  £15  a  year,  shooting  included,  we  took  the  fishing 
at,  I  think,  three  or  four  times  the  rent — if  my 
memory  serves — that  the  shooting  and  fishing 
together  had  been  let  at  before.  After  some  years, 
during  which  we  had  splendid  sport  with  both 
salmon  and  bull  trout,  always  using  the  two-hook 
worm  tackle,  my  friend,  in  whose  name  the  fishing 
had  been  taken,  allowed  the  lease  to  lapse,  having 
also  forgotten,  unfortunately,  to  let  me  know  before- 
hand, as  we  arranged,  so  that  I  might  have  stepped 
in  and  taken  it  over.  The  excellent  fishing  with  the 
two-hook  worm  tackle  had  by  this  time  become  a 
local  fact,  well  known  and  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  farmers  and  others  living  on  the  banks  of  the 
Usk  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  on  our  lease  having 
thus  been  allowed  to  lapse,  the  fishing  was  promptly 
let  to,  I  believe,  the  tenant  of  Craig-y-nos,  Madame 
Patti,  or  her  husband,  at  five  or  six  times  as  much  as 
we  paid ;  and  since  then  the  rent  has,  I  have  been  told, 
gone  up  still  higher  .  .  .  and  all  in  consequence  of  this 
Uttle,  insignificant-looking,  two-hook  worm  tackle  ! 

So  great,  indeed,  had  been  its  success  that  the 
Conservators  of  the  Usk  got  alarmed  lest  it  might 
seriously  diminish  the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  upper 
river,  and  brought  an  action  agaiast  me  for  using  a 
tackle  which  was  "  illegal."  The  action,  needless  to 
say,  was  promptly  dismissed  by  the  local  magis- 
trates, the  Conservators'  own  witnesses  testifying 
that  whenever  they  had  been  set  to  watch  me  fiishing, 
in  the  hope  that  they  might  find  out  something— 
perhaps  that  I  was  hooking  the  fish  foul — they  had 
invariably  found  the  fish  which  they  saw  caught,  and 
examined,  to  have  been  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth.* 

I  think  the  last  occasion  on  which  I  used  the 
tackle — I  never  use  it  except  when  the  fly  is  hopeless 
—was  at  the  well-known  Galway  fishery,  the  pro- 
prietors of  which  have  always  been  so  courteous  as 
to  give  me  the  run  of  the  river  when  I  have  been 
passing  through  the  town.  -  On  the  occasion  in 
question  I  stayed  at  Galway  for  a  night,  en  route 
from  Ballynahinch,  and  foimd  the  river  so  low  that 
it  was  not  surprising  to  be  assured  nothing  had  been 
caught  for  several  days— or  a  week.  I  only  went  out 
for  an  hour  or  two — using  the  worm  and  the  two-hook 
tackle — during  which  time  I  ran  four  or  five  fish,  and, 
if  I  recollect,  landed  only  two,  in  the  case  of  a  third 
the  line  being  cut  by  the  gaffer  just  as  the  fish 
was  brought  "  to  bank."  On  this  occasion  also  I 
noticed,  with  amusement,  how  the  professional  local 
fishermen  pressed  roimd  to  examine  the  fish  landed 
—I  have  no  doubt  with  the  idea  that  they  would  find 
them  hooked  foul, — a  circixmstance  not  altogether 
imknown,  if  rumour  is  to  be  credited,  at  this  parti- 
cular fishery  .  .  .  and  I  am  afraid  I  disappointed 
them  greatly  when  they  foimd,  in  each  case,  the 
hooks  well  inside  the  mouth. 

Let  the  Conservators  of  salmon  rivers,  however, 
take  courage,  and  still  sleep  in  peace  !  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  reason  for  their  dreading  the 
devastating  effects  which  might  possibly  follow  the 
introduction  of  the  two-hook  worm  tackle  into  their 
rivers.  The  fact  is  that  it  is  a  matter,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  of  "  hands  "—an  expression  which  anyone 
used  to  riding  will  vmderstand.  One  man  might  go 
to  a  pool  and  catch  two  or  three  salmon  with 
this  tackle,  whilst  another,  who  has  duly  posted 
himself  up  with  full  instructions  as  to  the  mode  of 
procedure,  etc.,  might  catch  none  at  all,  and  simply 
because  he  lacked  the  "  delicacy  of  manipulation  " 
•which  is  essential  to  the  style  of  fiishing,  and  pri- 
marily in  order  to  discriminate  between  the  "touch" 
of  the  salmon  and  the  touch  of  a  boulder. 


*  I  make  no  complaint  of  this  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Usk  Conservators,  although  taken  in  error. 
It  is,  I  fear,  the  fact  that  the  tackle  was  used  by 
some  unsportsmanlike  persons  with  unbaited  hooks 
(and  larger)  £md  for  the  purpose  of  foul-hooking. 
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In  continuing  our  journey  down  we  shall  pass 
Shepperton,  Halliford,  and  Walton.  At  each  of 
these  places  trees,  bushes,  gates,  and  other  land- 
marks, have  been  requisitioned  to  aid  me  in  fixing 
my  poles  in  the  exact  spot  necessary  for  the  suc- 
cessful fishing  of  each  pitch.  Let  it  be  a  shallow, 
a  deep,  a  straight  run,  or  an  eddy,  its  depth  and 
the  nature  of  its  undercrust  are  as  well  known  to 
me  as  the  particular  fish  which  they  are  most  Ukely 
to  produce.  Yes !  no  doubt,  down  stream  would 
be  easy  and  pleasant  for  me  to  write  about,  but, 
before  I  decide  to  go  down,  let  me  just  think  a 
moment  or  two  of  the  many  profitable  days  that  I 
have  spent  between  the  beautiful  banks  of  the  up- 
stream reaches. 

In  the  meantime  let 
us  return  to  Walton, 
that  I  may  tell  you  of 
the  Deeps  and  the  fam- 
ous bream  that  have 
their  home  there. 

Bream.  — Bream  must 
be  sought  for  in  still, 
quiet  eddies  or  in  slowly 
tlowing  deeps,  as  they 
are  armed  with  fins  to 
suit  only  sedate  move- 
ments in  almost  still 
water. 

Thames  bream  are 
more  sportive  than  those 
in  any  other  river ;  their 
flesh  is  firmer  and  they 
are  far  less  slimy. 

They  are  to  be  found 
so  far  up  the  river  as 
Datohet,  where  they  are 
sometimes  caught  of 
quite  large  size,  but  not 
in  such  numbers  as  lower 
down. 

Walton  Deeps  holds 
the  palm  for  great  suc- 
cesses with  this  fish. 
When  fishing  there  the 
punt  should  be  held  by 
a  ripeck  fixed  in  the 
centre  of  the  river  while 
the  tail  is  turned  a 

httle  slanting  against  the  stream  by  ripeck  number 
two.'  j;:^^!^ 

Glay,  grains,  and i -brandlings,  well  mixed  and 
made  into  balls,  is  by  far  the  best  ground-bait, 
and  red  worms  or  brandhngs  the  most  successful 
bait. 

The'  water  isi  deep,  but  flows  so  easily  that  a 
float  is  often  used  with  much  success,  but  I  prefer 
the  ledger,  and  I  use  the  same  tackle  as  that 
described  for  barbel,  excepting  only  that  I  have  a 
smaller  hook. 

When  float  fishing  the  shots  should  be  fifteen 
inches  above  the  hook,  and  the  float  should  be 
held  back  a  little  so  as  to  let  the  baited  hook  be 
well  forward  and  shghtly  off  the  bottom,  as  bream 
have  to  almost  stand  upon  their  heads  to  take 
their  food  from  off  the  ground. 

Now  let  us  go  up  through  Datchet,  noted  for 
many  things  in  general  but  particularly  for  a 
many-sided  professional  fisherman,  Lumsden,  who 
knows  where  and  how  to  seek  for  sport,  and  who 
will  say,  "I  say,  I  say"— well  more  times  a  day 
than  I  would  care  to  count.  The  last  time  I  saw 
him  he  said,  "It's  useless  to  try  to-day,  I  say, 
Mr.  Geen,  I  say;  I  tried  this  morning  the  same 
spot  that  I  got  my  thirteen-pound  carp,  I  say, 
and  all  I  took  was  a  gudgeon  with  a  lob  worm, 
I  say.'-l 

Gudgeon. — In  my  earliest  memories  of  the  Thames 
the  gudgeon  is  associated  with  fishing  parties, 
love-making,  and  a  dinner,  at  the  local  hotel,  in 
which  this  dainty  fish  was,  as  the  whitebait  is  at 
Greenwich,  the  most  talked  of  dish.  The  first  week 
in  September  was  the  lavourite  time  for  gudgeon 
contests,  punt  against  punt,  in  each  of  which  were 
fisherman,  lady  angler,  and  gentleman  ditto.  The 
winners  laughed  and  joked,  and,  in  some  instances, 
boasted  a  little ;  the  losers  paid  the  bill,j 

Try  to  realise  a  day  on  the  Thames — there  were 
no  rowdies  or  hooligans  then — with  her  whose 


company  you  would  most  desire  on  such  an 
occasion,  while  other  punt  or  punts  are  similarly 
manned  and  on  a  like  quest.  All  have  started 
with  smiling  faces,  the  ladies  a  little  flushed  with 
the  excitement  of  the  coming  contest. 

How  the  fishermen  would  rake  and  rake  and 
how  quickly  bait  the  lady's  hook ;  and  rake  again, 
until  the  fish  had  gathered  from  so  far  as  the 
cloudy  water  had  travelled  to  tell  them  that 
there  was  a  disturbance  above  that  must  mean 
food! 

No  sport  is  so  sure,  no  fish  a  bolder  biter;  the 
little  cork  float,  weighted  almost  to  vanishing 
point,  will  disappear,  time  after  time,  until  it 
may  be  you  have  many  dozens  from  your  first 
pitch; 

At  times  a  shoal  of  perch,  attracted  by  the 
movement  of  gudgeon  and  minnows,  will  head  up, 
and  then  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  delight  of 
your  lady  should  she  be  the  first  to  get  onej 
While  the  perch  are  there  slyly  keep  your  hook 


"Your  chief  duty,  sir,  will  be  to  see  you  do  not 
miss  a  bite;  I'll  look  after  the  lady.  Why,  only 
the  other  day  I  had  a  young  married  couple  out 
with  me  jack  fishing;  the  husband  got  a  run, 
hooked  a  fish,  and  before  I  could  get  the  net  out, 
lifted  a  four-pounder  bang  in  betwixt  and  between 
the  lady's  legs.    The  lady  " 

'*  Oh,  what  bird  is  that  over  there  ?  " 

"  A  moorhen,  ma'am." 

'*  Let's  go  quietly  and  see  how  close  we  can  get 
to  it.'i  Our  man  was  not  easy  to  stop,  but  he  was 
well-bitted  that  day ;  indeed,  he  did  Uttle  talking 
for  him  and  he  worked  the  rake  so  well  that  our 
rivals  had  to  pay  the  bill,  which,  of  course,  included 
the  usual  dinner^ 

Eqham  to  Old  Windsor  Lock. 
Now  we  will  on  through  Windsor  with  its  un- 
rivalled walks  and  scenery,  its  first-class  barbel, 
jack,  and  chub  fishing,  and  its  numerous  bank 
swims;    through    Maidenhead,    Gookham,  and 
Marlow,     the  much- 


"Thebe  were  No  Rowdies  Then." 

unbaited,  it  won't  be  for  long,  and  watch  her  face 
for  your  reward. 

A  landing  for  lunch  and  another  for  tea  are 
almost  begrudged,  and,  last  of  all,  comes  a  com- 
parison of  catches;  no,  not  last,  for  there  is  the 
dinner  yet  to  eat  with  three  of  its  items  unvarying. 
Gudgeon,  Partridge  and  Ohampagne. 

How  the  old-fashioned  puntsmen  enjoyed  those 
times  may  be  gathered  from  their  regrets  that  such 
parties  are  now  very  rare  and  that  the  gudgeon  is 
passing  through  a  long  period  of  neglect. 

Not  long  since  four  of  us  decided  on  another 
friendly  match  of  this  sort  to  see  if  the  sport  was 
really  what  our  memories  painted  it. 

It  was  a  real  old  type  of  professional  I  patron- 
ised; one  who,  I  knew,  would  be  pleased  to  talk 
of  gudgeon  and  of  old  times  to  me.  Indeed,  I 
remembered  his  tongue,  once  started,  used  to  be 
very  hard  to  stop,  so  I  thought  it  best  to  warn  my 
companion  of  this  failing  that  she  might  use  her 
woman's  wit  to  stop  him  if  need  arose.  He  and 
I  had  fished  much  together,  braved  bad  weather 
and  numerous  failures.  So  I  was  pleased  to 
see  him  again,  and  glad,  of  course,  to  hear  him 
say: 

•'  Why,  bless  me !  sir,  you  look  younger  than 
ever.'i  The  telhng  of  this  fib,  at  which  I  was  silly 
enough  to  look  pleased,  started  him:  — 

"Good  morning,  ma'am,  allow  me.  Handing 
the  ladies  in  and  out  is  one  of  our  old  customs  and 
privileges  for  which  I  am  a  stickler.  I  am  not 
so  slippery  shod  or  fingered  as  your  London 
gents. 

"Do  you  think  the  gudgeon  are  likely  to  bite 
to-day  ?  "  was  the  answer  to  his  opening,  a  kindly- 
meant  effort,  no  doubt,  to  stem  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
steer  the  old  man's  tongue. 

"  You  may  not  know  it,  ma'am,  but  so  long  as 
you  do  me  the  honour  to  come  in  my  punt,  I 
am  the  responsible  party.'l    Then  turning  to  me, 


frequented  haunts  of 
oarsmen,  artists, 
tourists,  and  pleasure- 
seekers  of  all  sorts 
and  conditions,  from 
the  boisterous  bean- 
feasters  to  the  loving 
couples  discovered  here 
and  there  hidden  away 
amongst  the  osiers  and 
bulrushes.  On  to  Hen- 
ley for  its  monster 
chub,  Sonning  for  its 
barbel,  Pangboume  for 
its  roach.  Goring  for  its 
perch,  Moulsford  and 
Wallingford  for  its 
jack,  and  Shillingford 
for^ianother  grand  day 
amongst  the  barbel, 
which  are  veritable 
innocents  compared 
with  those  down  Ghert- 
sey  way. 

At     Glieveden  we 
must  have  a  few  hours 
amongst  the  shoals  of 
big    perch  ;    but  we 
will  quickly  pass  the 
"      much-poached  waters 
of  Abmgdon.     A  day 
we  J  will   spend — if  it 
please   you  —  at  Ox- 
ford, and  then  on  to  the  strictly  preserved  waters 
of  Eynsham ;  a  day  or  two  here,  if  you  can  spare 
them,  and,  if  possible,  let's  on  to  Lechlade.  Then 
right-about-face  homewards,  fishing  each  and  every 
good  swim  discovered  during  our  upstream  travels, 
{To  he  continued.) 


"WHY  DO  TROUT  SOMETIMES  NOT 
EISE  TO  THE  ARTIFICIAL  FLY.?"* 


{Continued  from  page  93.) 

(9)  Because  the  \^dnd  is  in  the  wrong  direction. 

This  alleged  cause  ought,  I  think,  to  be  taken  in 
comiection  with  that  of  temperature  last  mentioned. 
The  belief  seems  to  have  existed  from  time  imme- 
morial that  in  west  and  south  winds  and  their 
combinations,  fish  feed  freely  and  the  contrary  when 
the  wind  is  from  the  north  or  east  or  any  point 
between  these.  I  presume  the  common  explanation 
is  that  the  former  winds  bring  flies  because  of  their 
comparative  warmth  and  the  latter  hinder  the 
appearance  of  flies  in  quantity.  But  how  are  we  to 
explain  the  fact  that  in  hot  summer  weather,  when 
even  the  east  wind  is  warm,  and  when  there  are 
plenty  of  flies,  its  advent  puts  trout  down  ?  Or, 
how  explain  the  fact  that  certain  lochs  such  as  Loch 
Leven  are  beHeved  to  fish  best  mth  an  east  wind  ? 

Earl  Hodgson  explains  the  latter  by  asserting  that 
on  lochs  on  the  east  coast  "  the  east  wind  is  not  so 
cold,  so  harsh  directly  it  leaves  the  North  Sea,  as  it 
is  when  it  has  travelled  a  good  way  inland."  If  I 
were  to  judge  by  my  own  unaided  senses,  I  should 
dispute  the  fact.  I  think  I  have  felt  more  shrivelled 
up  by  an  east  wind  on  the  east  coast  than  by  the 
same  in  the  west. 


*  Paper  read  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  by  Dr.  W.  L. 
Reid,  at  the  Anglers'  Club,  Elmbank  Crescent, 
Glasgow,  Professor  Glaister,  M.D.,  in  th©  chair. 
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Francis  Francis  (Ibid.,  p.  167)  says  :  "  You  may 
have  sport  in  all  winds  and  in  all  weathers.  .  .  . 
I  have  had  some  of  the  best  days  I  ever  had  in  my 
life  with  a  north  or  east  wind,  and  some  of  the  worst 
with  a  south  or  west  one."  Surely  there  is  here 
some  room  for  observation  and  reflection. 

(10)  Because  there  is  mist  on  the  water. 

The  great  majority  of  anglers  seem  to  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  when  mist  rises  from  the  water 
and  lies  on  its  surface,  fish  will  not  rise.  I  presume 
this  means  that  the  air  has  become  colder  than  the 
water,  and  the  latter  giving  off  vapour,  it  is  con- 
densed, and  from  lack  of  wind  is  not  carried  away 
from  its  point  of  origin.  According  to  David  Foster's 
theory,  the  water  being  warmer  than  the  air,  trout 
should  rise  freely,  but  he  himself  makes  the  following 
strong  statement  (Ibid.,  p.  258)  :  "  By  way  of  con- 
clusion, we  would  observe  that  whenever  mist  is 
observed  to  rise  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  either 
at  nightfall  in  the  warmer  months  or  at  any  part  of 
the  day  in  late  autumn,  all  prospects  of  sport  are  to 
be  considered  annulled.  However  much  a  descend- 
ing or  descended  cloud  may  enhance  sport,  certain 
it  is  that  an  ascending  one  infallibly  indicates  to  the 
observant  mind  that  further  attempts  at  allurement 
would  be  futile,  fish  being  off  the  feed  for  the  time 
being." 

E.  M.  Tod  says  (Ibid.,  p.  121) :  "  A  dark,  lowering 
day,  the  clouds  floating  near  to  the  earth's  surface,  or 
a  day  with  a  heavy  mist  are  seldom  propitious  for 
the  fly- fisherman."  Francis  Francis  (Ibid.,  p.  169) 
makes  a  still  stronger  statement :  "  And  if  the  fish 
do  not  rise  well  in  the  hot  day,  they  generally  make 
up  for  it  in  the  evening.  Yet,  so  uncertain  is  angling, 
that  even  here  the  angler  may  reckon  without  his 
host,  for  after  such  a  day  a  fog  may  get  up  when 
(and  this  is  almost  the  only  tolerably  certain  rule 
that  I  know  of  in  respect  to  weather)  the  trout 
almost  invariably  cease  feeding."  He  goes  on  to 
say  that  probably  the  chUl  air  which  causes  the 
condensation  of  the  vapour  also  prevents  the 
hatching  of  flies.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  a 
lame  explanation,  as  flies  hatch  out  on  even  cold 
days,  while  in  this  case  the  mist  forms  on  the  sxirface 
of  the  water  on  a  summer  evening  when  the  air  is 
by  no  means  actually  cold  but  simply  relatively 
colder  than  the  water. 

Again,  per  contra,  we  have  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (Aug.  20,  1904,  p.  150),  while 
admitting  that  "  he  would  rather  be  without  mist," 
yet  mentioning  the  fact  that  "  on  many  occasions 
I  have  had  good  sport  of  an  evening  with  trout  and 
grayling  in  Hampshire  when  I  could  not  see  far  on 
account  of  the  mist,  and  one  evening,  on  the  Eamont, 
I  found  the  trout  rising  splendidly  in  quite  a  thick 
mist."  Who  shall  decide  when  so  great  doctors 
disagree  ? 

(11)  Because  of  varying  barometric  pressure. 

When  the  mercury  stands  high  and  the  air  is  cold 
and  clear,  the  human  subject  feels  inclined  for 
exercise  and  quite  ready  for  lunch  before  lunch  is 
ready  for  him,  and  we  can  imagine  that  fish  may  be 
influenced  in  the  same  way,  and,  indeed,  the  ex- 
perience of  anglers  points  in  this  direction.  Thus 
"  Ephemera,"  in  the  "  Book  of  the  Salmon  "  (p.  73), 
says  :  "  Above  all,  I  tell  him  who  would  successfully 
angle  for  salmon  that  the  weather  glass  must  be  his 
chief  guide.  With  mercury  falling  no  salmon  will 
be  seen  rising  except  for  pastime  or  something  of 
that  sort ;  with  mercury  rising,  salmon  will  rise  too, 
not  for  pastime,  but  for  pasture,  if  the  proper 
pabulum  be  presented  to  them." 

Francis  Francis  (Ibid.,  p.  170)  says  :  "  Fish  will 
not  rise,  or  if  rising  will  not  take  well  when  heavy 
clouds  are  coming  up,  when  heavy  rain  portends, 
or  a  flood  threatens.  They  seem  to  have  some 
instructive  notion  that  much  water  is  coming  and 
that  there  is  a  grand  feast  preparing,  and  they 
reserve  themselves  for  it." 

Earl  Hodgson  (Ibid.,  p.  108)  states  :  "  The  only 
time  when  I  feel  absolutely  certain  of  good  sport  is 
when  the  barometer  is  rising  in  the  recovery  of  the 
atmosphere  from  an  outbreak  of  lightning  and  the 
wind." 

E.  M.  Tod  (Ibid.,  p.  123),  after  describing  a  dull, 
quiet  afternoon  on  the  Deveron,  in  which  the  trout 
would  not  rise,  says  that  he  remaked  to  a  companion 
angler  that  however  unlikely  it  seemed,  a  flood  was 
coming.  "  Next  day  down  came  the  river,  sure 
enough  !  WTiether  barometric  pressure  is  the  cause 
or  whether  the  trout  taste  the  first  whiff  of  the  fresh 
water,  I  cannot  say,  the  effect  is  the  same." 

"  Palmer  Hackle  "  (Robert  Blakey),  in  "  Hints  on 
Angling  "  (p.  43),  puts  his  view  in  this  fashion  : 
"There  can  be  little  doubt,  we  apprehend,  that 
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trout  are  remarkably  suscejitible  of  atmospheric 
influences.  .  .  .  We  have  started  some  beautiful 
morning  with  rod  and  fly,  anticipating  noble  sport 
from  the  favourable  aspect  of  the  weather.  .  .  .  The 
river  was  fished  with  uncommon  care  and  assiduity, 
all  kinds  of  flies  were  tried  in  their  turn,  and  every 
dodge  which  experience  teaches  was  successively 
resorted  to,  bixt  never  a  fish  could  be  hooked.  .  .  . 
Well,  in  a  short  time  out  came  the  explanation. 
The  next  day  is  ushered  jn  by  a  violent  storm  of 
snow  or  rain — the  waters  rise  and  the  fish  get  gorged 
with  food  to  their  hearts'  content.  .  .  .  The  secret 
influences  of  the  atmosphere,  unperceivable  by  man, 
intimate  to  the  wakeful  and  conscious  fish  that  an 
abundant  supply  of  food  is  at  hand,  and  on  this 
account  they  have  no  inclination  to  forestall  the 
copious  repast  which  awaits  them." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  majority  of  the 
authors  quoted  connect  the  non-rising  of  the  trout 
before  a  flood  with  their  expectation  of  a  feast  as 
soon  as  it  comes  on.  Now  tliis  is  a  mere  assump- 
tion, and  it  is  more  probable  that  it  is  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  atmosphere  which  is  the  real  cause. 
Be  it  noted  that  fish  act  in  the  above-mentioned 
fashion  in  salmon  and  sea-trout  streams  flowing  from 
such  bare  rocky  regions  that  they  contain  practi- 
cally no  food.  Agam,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
barometer  falls  and  the  air  becomes  enervating  and 
the  fish  torpid  when  no  deluge  of  rain  follows  and 
no  feast  awaits  the  fish.  Earl  Hodgson  (Ibid.,  p.  46) 
advances  the  ingenious  theory  that  carbonic  acid 
gas,  generated  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  the 
action  of  steam  on  the  carbonates  of  lime  and 
magnesia,  gathers  in  the  water  of  lakes  under 
certain  conditions  of  air  pressure  and  makes  the 
fish  torpid.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  physiology 
of  the  matter  ;  carbonic  acid  will  make  fish  torpid, 
but  of  the  physics  I  am  not  so  sure.  He  also 
suggests  that  it  is  want  of  wind  which  causes  the 
accumulation  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  water.  Let 
us  examine  this  theory  in  the  light  of  facts. 
At  the  ordinary  pressure  of  air  and  at  the 
ordinary  temperature  water  can  take  up  its  o\ra 
volume  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  If  the  pressure  of  air 
increases,  it  can  take  up  more,  if  it  decreases,  less. 
Now,  fish  are  believed  to  rise  best  when  the  barometer 
is  rising,  or  when  it  is  high,  that  is  to  say,  when  the 
air  pressure  on  the  water  is  greatest,  and  when  it 
should  contain  most  carbonic  acid,  which  is  also 
to  say,  that  they  rise  best  when,  according  to 
Hodgson's  theory,  they  should  not  rise  at  all.*  If, 
however,  he  holds  strictly  to  the  theory  that  the 
accumulation  of  carbonic  acid  is  due  to  absence  of 
wind,  there  is  more  to  be  said  in  its  favour.  Wind 
is  not  common  with  a  high  barometric  pressure  ; 
indeed,  in  tables  of  weather  indications,  it  is 
generally  stated  that  settled  weather  is  to 
be  expected  at  or  above  30  inches,  and  variable 
or  windy  weather  in  proportion  as  the  mercury 
falls  below  this  point.  Thus,  aside  altogether 
from  the  freshening  effect  of  the  -ivind  3)  by 
agitating  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  barometric 
condition  which  makes  wind  probable — namely,  a 
somewhat  low  pressure — is  present,  and  may  cause  a 
lessening  of  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  in  the 
water. 

(12)  Because  the  electric  tension  of  the  atmosphere 

*  It  might  be  argued  that  the  raised  air  pressure 
acting  through  the  water  wovild  tend  to  hinder  the 
extrusion  of  carbonic  acid  gas  from  the  earth  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lake,  but  this  would  not  prevent 
the  water  from  being  itself  super-saturated,  owing 
to  the  avidity  with  which  it  absorbs  the  gas. 


is  too  gi'eat,  which  in  common  parlance  is  because 
there  is  thunder  in  the  air. 

This  is  a  subject  into  which  only  a  skilled  phy.sicist 
can  enter  with  advantage,  but  we  can  readily  under- 
stand that  when  the  tension  between  the  generally 
positive  electricity  of  the  clouds  and  the  generally 
negative  electricity  of  the  earth  becomes  so  great 
as  nearly  to  overcome  the  resistance  of  the  air 
between  them  and  end  in  a  lightning  flash,  fish  may 
be  very  powerfully  affected,  as  are  human  beings 
and  cattle. 

Peltier  showed  that  the  electricity  of  the  gi-ound 
was  always  negative,  but  that  it  varied  greatly  in 
intensity  owing  to  the  varying  temperature  and 
hygrometrio  state  of  the  air,  and  the  electric  tension 
may  frequently  reach  stages  and  undergo  rapid- 
changes  appreciable  by  trout  but  not  by  the  unaided 
senses  of  ordinary  men. 

(13)  Because  the  light  is  bad. 

How  often  do  we  hear  old  ghillies  say  that  they 
do  not  like  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  I  have  already 
mentioned  one  who  foretold  a  spell  of  bad  fishing, 
giving  as  his  reason,  "  She's  the  wrang  colour." 
Now,  we  know  the  colour  of  the  water  depends  on 
the  manner  in  which  it  reflects  light  from  the  sky. 
A  bright  sky  produces  a  bright  water,  low  clouds  a 
sullen,  lead-coloured  surface.  I  can  also  under- 
stand that  low  clouds  may  produce  altered  electrical 
conditions  and  disturb  the  fish  and  yet  pass  off 
suddenly  along  ^vith  the  clouds.  F.  M.  Halford,  in 
the  Country  Life  Library  ("  Fishing,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  374), 
gives  a  good  description  of  a  day  on  which  the  state 
of  the  light  seems  to  indicate  a  bad  electrical  con- 
dition. "  On  these  days,"  he  says,  "  the  entire 
landscape  seems  to  be  of  a  sombre  hue,  the  sky  a 
dull  grey,  the  water  without  sparkle,  and  every 
object  on  the  river  clearly  defined  and  visible  from 
a  great  distance.  The  air  seems  oppressive,  one's 
temper  is  easily  ruffled,  one's  limbs  feel  stiff  and 
one's  head  aches.  There  is  little  or  no  fly,  and  what 
there  is  is  generallj^  neglected  by  the  fish,  which 
seem  fast  asleep  on  the  bed  of  the  stream."  Wliile 
in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  it  would  be 
difficult  for  the  angler  to  carry  about  with  him 
electrical  apparatus  to  indicate  the  tension  existing 
in  the  air,  I  can  think  it  quite  possible  that  an 
observant  man,  by  watching  the  barometer  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  external  face  of  Nature  on  the 
other,  might  arrive  at  fairly  sound  conclusions  as  to 
whether  fish  would  or  would  not  rise  on  a  particular 
day  or  part  of  a  day. 

We  may  now  consider  very  shortly  the  con- 
ditions in  which  trout  rise  to  the  fly,  and  yet  do  not 
take  it,  "  short-rising,"  as  it  is  familiarly  called. 
To  me  there  is  something  particularly  mysterious  in 
this,  inasmuch  as  I  have  had  trout,  especially  sea- 
trout,  rising  to  the  fly  and  so  affecting  it  as  to  cause 
a  distinct  twitch  of  the  line  and  yet  not  hooking 
themselves.  This  has  happened  not  for  an  hour 
only,  but  for  hours  in  succession,  and  all  forms  of 
striking  and  want  of  striking  tried  with  the  result 
of  one  or  two  being  hooked  by  the  mouth 
and  one  or  two  by  the  back  fin.  \^liether  they 
nibble  at  the  flies  or  strike  them  with  theii-  tails  it 
is  difficult  to  say,  and  as  difficult  to  say  why  they 
do  not  more  frequently  get  hooked.  H.  R.  Francis 
(Ibid.,  p.  .327)  says  on  this  subject:  "  Even  odder 
than  the  sudden  sulking  of  trout  is  the  fit  they 
occasionally  take  of  short-rising,  when  after  every 
promising  break  you  feel  only  a  slight  t^vitch  and 
never  succeed  in  hooking  your  fish.  Wliether  this 
is  due  to  some  ocular  deception  which  makes  them 
miscalculate  their  rise,  or  whether  for  the  time  being 
they  are  merely  amusing  themselves  with  the  fly, 
like'  MacFarlane's  geese  that  liked  their  play  better 
than  their  meat,  I  cannot  pretend  to  decide  ;  the 
fit  seldom  lasts  long,  and  while  it  does  it  tries  the 
angler's  temper  sorely.  I  remember  once,  in  a 
Devonshire  brook,  raising  from  twenty  to  thirty 
fish  in  succession  without  a  single  capture.  The 
sky  changed,  and  I  took  seventeen  without  a  miss." 

F.  M.  Halford  (Ibid.,  p.  .375)  says :  "  Numerous 
theories  are  advanced  as  to  the  cause  of  trout 
coming  short.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  almost 
entirely  a  question  of  colour,  and  that  the  fish  only 
come  short  to  a  fly  which  is  not  exactly  the  same 
shade  as  the  natural  insect  on  which,  they  are 
feeding.  Some  consider  it  is  only  a  phase  of 
extreme  shyness  either  on  a  particular  day  or  on 
streams  or  portions  of  streams  which  are  over- 
fished. Others  again  believe  that  when  a  fish  in 
the  act  of  rismg  sees  in  the  fly  something  (not 
necessarily  shade  of  colour)  which  rouses  its  sus- 
picions, it  either  turns  aside  or,  if  it  be  too  near  the 
artificial  to  do  this,  simply  closes  its  mouth  and 
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drowns  the  fly  by  passing  over  it.  This  last  theory 
is,  to  some  extent,  coiToborated  by  the  fact  that  a 
tiny  scale  is  often  found  on  the  point  of  the  hook 
after  pricking  or  holding  for  a  few  moments  a 
hooked  trout." 

In  conclusion,  we  may  not  unnaturally  ask  the 
question.  Is  there  ever  a  time  when  trout  can  be 
depended  on  to  rise  ?  As  regards  the  season,  most 
authors  are  agreed  that  in  spring  and  autumn  trout 
rise  best  to  the  fly.  That  in  the  early  spring  and 
late  autumn  they  rise  best  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  at  other  times  in  the  morning  and  evening, 
and  all  this  in  relation  to  smi  conditions.  E.  M.  Tod 
(Ibid.,  p.  121)  describes  a  good  rising  day  thus  : 
"  As  a  rule  the  best  sky  is  a  imiformly  grey  one, 
clouds  not  low  but  high,  the  day  bracing  but  not 
bitterly  cold."  Hodgson  I  have  already  quoted  as 
saying,  "  The  only  time  when  I  feel  absolutely 
certain  of  good  sport  is  when  the  barometer  is 
rising  in  the  recovery  of  the  atmosphere  from  an 
outbreak  of  lightning  and  the  wind."  H.  R. 
Francis  (Ibid.,  p.  326)  says  that  a  grand  chance  of 
sport  is  just  after  a  thunderstorm  breaks  over  a 
district  and  when  the  rain  is  coming  down  like  a 
deluge.  "  In  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half  I  basketed 
twenty -one  fish  weighing  281b."  His  view  is  that 
the  sudden  change  in  the  electrical  conditions  "  sets 
the  big  fish  feeding  '  owdaceously.'  " 

And  what  is  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  ? 
Shortly,  this — that  there  is  a  great  deal  about  the 
qxiestion  of  rising  and  not  rising  of  trout  that  we 
know  little  or  nothing  about.  Is  this  knowledge 
beyond  the  ken  of  man  ?  I  think  not,  necessarily, 
and  would  quote  the  couplet — 
"All  Nature  is  but  art  unknown  to  thee, 
All  chance,  direction  which  thou  canst  not  see.'' 

Instead  of  giving  up  the  problem  in  despair,  we 
should  rather  lay  "  our  brains  asteep,"  watch 
narrowly  the  facts  as  observed  in  Nature,  note 
them  down  carefully  at  the  time,  compare  them 
with  those  of  brother  anglers  on  occasions  such  as 
this,  and  out  of  all  evolve  theories  which,  when 
reduced  to  practice,  will  be  found  to  have  carried 
us  nearer  and  nearer  the  trtith.  And,  further,  the 
doing  of  this  mil  not  do  away  with  the  romance 
and  delightful  uncertainty  of  angling,  but  rather 
add  to  the  zest  with  which  we  carry  it  on. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Qenebal  Remaeks. — The  river  i3 
exceedingly  low  and  bright,  especially  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  sport  has  been  very  poor  as  a  rule. 
Roach  have  been  caught  in  the  tidal  waters,  and 
dace  are  working  up  to  the  Weir  at  Teddington  in 
large  numbers.  Mr.  Hennings  has  taken  a  fine 
perch  of  2|lb.  at  Kingston,  and  at  Shepperton  a 
few  cliub  up  to  3pb.  have  been  caught.  A  trout 
of  51b.  has  been  found  dead  at  Walton,  and  it  is 
believed  it  was  killed  by  an  otter.  On  the  Mole  (a 
Thames  tributary)  at  Cobham  a  pike  of  191b.  15oz. 
has  just  been  caught  by  Mr.  Izaak  Gunner.  This 
is  the  best  pike  from  the  Mole  for  some  time. — F. 
H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  again  been  quiet 
during  the  past  week.  Roach  are  still  very  bad 
feeders,  only  a  few  being  caught  during  the  last 
hovir.  The  pike  have  been  feeding  at  times,  and 
one  angler  has  taken  five  of  these  fish,  one  of  which 
weighed  111b.,  and  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  J. 
Arlett,  has  taken  pike  up  to  101b.  A  few  perch 
have  also  been  caught. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Sport  has  been 
very  good,  all  the  pimts  have  been  getting  from 
ten  to  twelve  dozen  fine  dace  per  day.  One  day 
with  Mr.  Pentacost  I  got  eight  dozen  dace,  one 
jack  4Jlb.,  and  three  perch.  One  day  with  Mr.  Fry 
100  fine  dace,  and  a  salmon  of  ^Ib.  One  day  Mr. 
Frank  Livermore  three  jack,  fourteen  perch,  and 
one  chub  l|lb.  There  has  been  from  ten  to  twelve 
punts  fishing  at  the  weir  all  the  week ;  in  fact,  all 
the  Twickenham  punts  come  up  here  now  as  they 
carmot  get  any  fish  there.  My  brother,  Sydney 
McBride,  caught  a  trout  of  61b.  in  the  landing  net. 
It  was  very  much  furred  and  diseased  ;  he  cleaned 
it  off  and  turned  it  back.  From  now  up  to  the  end 
of  the  season,  giving  us  mild  weather,  sport  should 
be  good. — Walter  McBeide. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Wednesday  Night. 
— The  river  is  bright,  but  good  takes  of  fish  are 
daily  accounted  for.  On  Feb.  12  the  Thicket  Pisca- 
torials  held  their  punt  outing  here.  Messrs.  Hutchins 
and  Thompson,  with  R.j^Spong,  professional,  took 


first  prize  with  321b.  of  dace ;  Messrs.  White  and 
Bolt,  with  H.  Spiers,  professional,  second ;  Messrs. 
Orpin  and  Saunders,  with  T.  Auger,  professional, 
third.  On  Tuesday  R.  Spong's  patrons  had  301b. 
of  good  dace.  On  Wednesday  Messrs.  Woods  and 
Soams,  with  T.  Auger,  professional,  had  181b.  of 
roach,  several  over  Jib.  each.  Some  rain  would  be 
beneficial  for  the  week-end  fishing.' — John  Spono. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — Throughout 
the  past  week  .spring-like  weather  has  been  the  order 
here.  With  fresh  water  in  the  river,  and  running 
in  perfect  order,  all  angling  prospects  have  improved, 
especially  pike,  and  several  decent  fish  have  been 
secured  in  different  spots  on  this  stretch  of  the 
Cam,  none  over  51b.  each.  Roach  and  dace  angling 
will  now  be  tempting  by  the  locks.  Live  baits  on 
the  spot.  No  Sunday  post  at  Waterbeach. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  Exe  and 
tributaries,  as  also  in  the  Exeter  Canal,  some  pike, 
perch,  and  roach  have  been  taken,  best  sport  having 
been  experienced  at  Turf,  near  Topsham,  and  the 
Lime  Kilns  in  the  canal,  while  St.  David's,  Cowley 
Bridge,  and  Exwick  have  been  best  river  resorts.  A 
large  number  of  salmon  and  peal  were  seen  ascend- 
ing the  river  estuary  here  the  last  three  days,  so 
the  prospects  are  cheery.  At  Exmouth  Pier  a  few 
pollack  have  been  caught,  and  the  smelt  are  coming 
on.    Weather  sunny  and  fine. — Red  Palmer. 

I>ake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Trout 
fishing  opened  well  and  continues  so  this  genial 
weather.  Mr.  Edwards  (Holyhead)  had  a  fine 
basket  of  twenty-one;  Mr.  CJurtler  (Llandudno) 
twelve  one  day  and  ten  another ;  Mr.  Williams 
(Henblas)  nine,  averagin|j  jlb.,  like  all  the  other 
catches;  two  strangers,  seven ;  Mr.  Billinge  (Mey- 
rick  Arms  Hotel)  three,  with  a  Wickliam's  Fancy, 
returning  five  small  ones.  Those  wading  do  best  ; 
but  the  Meyrick  Arms  boats  will  be  ready  soon. 
Fine  rain  on  Feb.  15,  which  was  much  needed,  and 
prospects  of  sport  very  promising. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  water  varies  in 
condition,  but  generally  could  do  with  a  good  dash 
of  colour.  It  is  very  clear  in  the  upper  reaches.  A 
pike  of  about  61b.  was  taken  on  Feb.  15  at  Ware, 
and  some  roach  and  perch  have  also  been  secured 
here.  In  the  Hertford  waters  a  local  angler  has 
accounted  for  a  decent  basket  of  perch,  and  in  the 
course  of  three  visits  to  the  Broadwater  a  member 
of  the  Hertford  Angling  Society  has  captured 
fourteen  roach  scaling  11  Jib.  Several  days'  rain 
would  be  welcome  now.  The  tributaries  are  all 
low  and  bright. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Ariow  iX-eonxinKter) — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
in  order  for  fishing.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  and 
tried  maggot  and  grasshopper,  and  several  nice 
grayling  have  been  landed.  Trout  prospects  for 
the  opening  day  are  favourable. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (IFeterborough)  The  best  pike  captmed 

this  season  was  landed  by  an  Oundle  angler  at  the 
end  of  last  week  ;  it  scaled  about  2 1  lb.  The  fish 
has  been  sent  to  London  to  be  preserved.  Pike  and 
perch  fishing  in  the  Peterborough  Association's 
water  closed  on  Tuesday. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  liver  is  very 
low  and  clear — a  most  miusual  thing  for  February — 
and  fly-fishing  is  worth  nothing  just  now.  Theie  is 
a  good  rise  of  fly  every  day  about  1  p.m.,  when  few 
trout,  and  those  small,  move  to  the  su^rface  food. 
A  freshet  of  warm  rain  will  wake  them  up.  Netting 
still  continues  in  the  public  water,  but  the  takes  are 
most  insignificant.  Now  that  the  crab  and  lobster 
season  i?  coming  on,  the  fishermen  will,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  soon  give  the  river  a  rest  from  their  nets. — 
Heron. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  have  again,  in  this  neighbourhood,  been 
favomed  with  beautiful  weather  for  the  time  of 
year,  and  during  the  past  week  anglers  have  had 
nothing  to  complain  of,  either  with  tlie  condition  of 
the  water — which  has  been  and  still  continues  all 
that  can  be  desired — or  with  the  sport  which  has 
been  very  fair  all  round.  In  the  Severn  trolling  for 
pike  has  been  successful,  and  fair  catches  taken  also 
of  chub  and  other  coarse  fish.  The  Vyrnwy  has 
yielded  good  sport  with  pike,  and  grayling  angling 
has  been  good  on  this  river  and  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Tanat,  and  dace  are  also  very  numerous  in 
the  last  named  river. — Vyrnwy. 

Shropshire  Kiivers. — The  streams  are  in  good 
order  for  all  ro\md  coarse  fish  angling,  but  there  has 
been  Httle  doing  of  late.  The  Shrewsbrrry  and 
District  Angling  Society  is  receiving  support  and 
encouragement  in  their  efforts  to  protect  the 
interests  of  anglers,  and  provide  for  their  enjoyment. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Greene,  K.C.,  M.P.,  generously  offers  a 
prize  of  £3  3s.  for  the  greatest  weight  of  pike 
caught  during  the  year,  and  one  member  of  the 
club  is  already  credited  with  having  taken  861b.  of 
these  fish.  Mr.  R.  D.  Jones,  a  Shrewsbvu-y  gentle- 
man, promises  a  prize  of  one  guinea  for  the  second 
best  trout,  and  Mr.  Gregory  offered  another  prize 


of  one  guinea  for  the  best  perch.  Mr.  Creegan's 
prize,  a  handsome  fly  rod,  given  for  the  largest  chub, 
has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  Lake. — Hafren. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Last 
week  we  appeared  to  have  the  advantage  in  the 
south  as  regards  sport. .  At  Chichester  Canal,  just 
for  a  day,  the  basin  was  teeming  with  pike  well  on 
feed.  During  the  past  week  sport  has  been  poor, 
only  a  few  pike  having  been  captured.  Mr.  Timber- 
lake,  angling  at  the  basin  on  Feb.  14,  landed 
a  nice  pike  of  close  upon  61b.,  and  one  of 
4ilb.  is  notified  from  the  Donnington  reach. 
A  few  bream  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  taken,  but 
perch,  for  which  this  water  is  famous,  have  not 
been  in  evidence.  The  weather  on  Tuesday  was 
fine  and  bright,  but  at  present  fog  predominates. 
A  few  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  from  the 
Cuekmere  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  Gunn,  and  Plank. 
Mr.  F,  W.  Bridger  had  a  jack  of  about  51b.,  and 
Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  had  two  roach  of  lib.  12oz.  and 
lib.  7oz.  from  the  Ouse. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order. 
Grayling  have  been  on  the  feed,  and  iiave  been 
taking  Red  Tag,  Red  Ant,  Willow,  and  Gold- tip  Blue. 
Some  fair  samples  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace  have 
been  landed.  Mr.  Lang  landed  two  nice  pike  with 
spoon  bait  in  the  Oakly  Park  water.  The  prosgects 
for  sport  are  good,  and  there  should  be  a  good  start 
for  trout  fishing  on  March  2. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
every  way  suitable  for  angling,  and  the  fish  have 
been  rising  better  of  late.  Angling  has  been  rather 
slow,  only  a  few  rods  out ;  but  a  few  good  fish  have 
been  taken  with  fly  and  maggot.  Prospects  for  the 
trout  season  are  good. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — Water  still  in  good  condition, 
and  the  weather  is  really  beautiful  (more  like  mid- 
summer than  February).  Pike  and  rudd  have 
been  showing  some  very  good  sport  lately,  the 
largest  pike  caught  dru'ing  the  past  week  8Jlb., 
caught  by  Mr.  Phillips.  There  is  very  httle  sport 
with  the  perch  yet.  The  best  bait  for  rudd  just 
now  is  paste  and  gentles. — ■'Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Biivers. — There  is  still  little  to  report  owing  to  the 
want  of  rain.  The  Coquet  has  slightly  improved 
through  the  recent  rain.  Mr.  Hudson,  of  Newcastle, 
on  Tuesday,  killed  two  fish  with  fly,  another  rod 
killed  one  good  18-poimder.  The  killing  flies  are 
om-  Mallard  and  Claret,  Black  Doctor,  Butcher,  and 
Teal  and  Yellow. — Henry  A.  Mueton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — Pike  fishing  has  been  more 
successful  this  week.  One  gentleman  took  three 
fish,  one  being  a  hen  which  had  spawned,  but  which, 
if  in  good  condition,  would  have  scaled  201b.  The 
other  two  weighed  111b.  and  81b.  respectively. 
All  were  caught  on  a  rolhng  bait  with  gudgeon. 
Have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being  tal^en  this 
week.  Coarse  fish  still  provide  good  sport.  The 
trout  season  opened  on  Feb.  15,  and  one  rod  took  a 
brace  in  addition  to  three  brace  of  grayling,  which 
were  in  good  condition  and  caught  with  a  Cockwing 
Blue.  The  trout  were  taken  with  a  worm.  The 
water  was  freshened  on  Feb.  1 1  by  a  four-inch  rise, 
enablmg  salmon  to  move  higher  ujj  the  water. — 
Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Very  little  has  been  done  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  at  Wensley,  Middleham, 
Cover  Bridge,  and  Kilgram,  nor  wfll  there  be  any 
better  spoit  rmtil  the  opening  of  the  trout  season. 
A  few  brace  of  grayling  have  been  caught.  I  still 
find  them  to  be  in  very  good  condition  yet.  There 
have  been  a  few  pike  fishermen  out,  and  a 
few  have  been  caught  in  the  deeps,  but  they 
have  run  very  small  as  a  rule.  A  few  grayling 
fishermen  out  in  the  district  of  Ripon.  Some  fair 
baskets  have  been  got  with  the  worm.  Very  few 
rods  out  in  the  lower  districts.  The  Swale  has  been 
in  nice  trim  during  the  last  few  days,  and  some 
nice  sport  has  been  met  wdth  amongst  the 
grayling.  On  Satmday  last  Messrs.  Marsden  and 
Moore  had  a  red-letter  day  amongst  the  grayling, 
their  combined  basket  of  fourteen  and  a  half 
brace  weighing  over  151b.,  caught  at  Catterick 
Bridge,  all  were  caught  with  the  worm.  In  the 
lower  districts  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  ruled  very  poor  amongst  the  coarse 
fish ;  a  few  pikers  out,  but  only  one  small  one  caught. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  trim  all  the  week.  In 
the  lower  reaches  a  few  rods  were  out  grayling  fish- 
ing on  Feb.  11,  in  the  districts  of  Haiewood,  Wood- 
hall,  and  Collingham.  On  Feb.  11,  Mr.  Robinson 
had  nice  sport  for  a  couple  of  hours,  his  catch  being 
nine  fine  grayling.  I  have  seen  a  few  natirral  flies 
out  and  grayUng  are  feeding  on  them  greedily.  I 
hear  one  or "  two  rods  have  done  fair  with  IMiller's 
Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa.  The  Derwent  has  been  in 
fair  trim  for  piking  during  the  last  few  days; 
some  nice  fish  have  been  caught  at  Yeddingham, 
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VV  itnO   mdrlLdOj manufacturers  of 

High=Qrade  Fishing  Tackle, 

"CONTINENTAL  WORKS,"  REDDITCH,  England. 

The  NEW  YORK  HBBALT)  says:— "The  best  Fishing-  Rods  in  the  world  are  manufactured  by  WYERS  FRERES." 

ANGLING  FORJRO^lAlilb  GRAYLING. 

WYERS'   SIX   STRIP  RENT  "JAVA   STEEL  BAMBOO." 

"  SANSPARSXILiILiS."    3  Piece  Trout  and  Grayling  Rods,  unequalled  by  any  other  make. 


=3^ 


All  these  Rods  are  balanced  to  give  true  action  throughout ;  precision,  accuracy,  and  strength,  combined  with  lightness,  being  specially  aimed  at  They  are  all 
fitted  with  our  latest  improvements-lock  joints,  splint  end  ferrules,  cork  hand  grip,  guide  rings,  new  wedge  wmch  fittmgs,  India-rubber  button,  spear,  ana 

soft  lined  divisioned  bag.  •  i  n  r  ^ 

'  No.  1004.— These  Eods  are  built  specially  for  Dry  Fly  Fishing,  10  and  11  feet 


No.  1002.-9,  9i,  10,  10^,  11,  llj,  and  12  feet,  90/-  each. 
No.  1003.— If  with  Steel  Centre,  16/-  each  extra.    Spare  tops  from  15/-  each. 


long,  at  the  same  jjrice  as  1002. 
No.  1005.— If  with  Steel  Centre,  ditto,  ditto,  at  the  same  prices  as  1003. 


WYERS  FREIRES'   "ZEPHIR"   TROUT  REEL. 


With  Screw-off  Metal  Revolving  Plate 
Hammered  Aluminium. 
Light  and  Elegant. 


No.  1207. — This  is  one  of  the  lightest  and  most  substantial 
Keels  made.  Is  beautifully  bronzed  and  highly  finished,  and 
will  hold  as  much  or  more  line  than  any  other  of  same  diameter. 


2 
6/- 


7/- 


2J 
8/- 


2|  3  3J 
8/6     9/-  10/- 


4 

12/- 


4^  inches. 
15/-  each. 


THE   "AJAX"   DOUBLE    TAPERED  WATERPROOF    SILK  TROUT 

FLY  CASTING  LINE. 

No  1241. — These  lines  are  plaited  and  prepared  on  a  new  principle,  with  the  highest  grade  of  silk  procurable. 
Sizes  H.F.H.  H.F.H.  G.E.G.  G.B.G. 

Lengths        80  yards.  40  yards.  30  yards.  40  yards. 

Prices  6/9  9/-  7/6  10/-  each. 


MIST  COLOUR"   CASTING  LINES. 


WYERS'  SPECIAL  TROUT  TAPERS. 
Single  Gut. 

Length    2  3  yards. 

No.  1330.— Medium  Tapered  to  Extra  Fine    8cl.  1/-  each. 

„   1331.— Strong  Tapered  to  Fine    8d.  1/-  ,, 

„    1332.— Extra  Strong  Tapered  to  Medium   lOd.  1/3  ,, 


SINGLE  GUT  CASTS  WITH  SLIDE  KNOTS. 

For  the  easy  attachment  of  Dropper  Flies,  three  yards  (Tapered>, 
No.  1335. — IX  Tapered  to  4X  Drawn  Gut,  superior  quality     ....    1/-  eaith- 


1336. 
1337. 


-Fine  Tapered  to  Extra  Fine  Drawn  Gut,  superior  quality  1/- 
-Strong  Tapered  to  Fine  Drawn  Gut,  superior  quality  1/3 


MR.  J. 


M.   HALFORD'S  SPECIAL   LIST  OF  GRAYLING  AND 
TROUT   FLOATING  FLIES. 


No.  1412. — Dressed  on  our  Finest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks.    2/-  per  dozen. 


Don't  fail  to  send  for  our  fine  1905  Illustrated  Catalogue.  It  is  a  book  of  ready  reference,  and  appeals  to  all  interested  in  tlie  gra  ud  Sport  of  Angling. 
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Malton,  Kirkham  and  Stamford  Bridge.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  fair,  too,  in  the  above,  some  very 
fair  samples  having  been  got  witli  the  maggot.  The 
Tanfield,  Burnsall,  and  Hawes  Association  waters 
are  now  all  closed  till  March  15.  I  hear  there  at  e  one 
or  two  vacancies  in  the  Ilkley  and  Harrogate  clubs. 
Anyone  wishing  to  join  will  have  to  look  smart. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — Salmon  angling  opened  on  the  Beauly 
on  Feb.  11,  when  Capt.  the  Hon.  Hugh  Fraser,  of 
Lovat,  was  out  for  a  short  time  on  the  home  beat 
of  the  Castle  waters,  and  landed  a  splendid  clean- 
nm  salmon  of  141b.  The  day  was  very  stormy, 
snow  falling  all  day,  while  the  atmosphere  was  cold 
and  frosty.  The  season  is  looked  forward  to  with 
much  expectancy  by  the  lessees  of  the  several  beats 
after  the  phenomenal  takes  of  last  year,  when  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  takes  for  May,  June, 
and  July  were  the  best  of  which  there  is  any  record 
for  the  river.  The  river  is  in  capital  ply,  and  it  is 
reported  that  things  look  very  well  at  the  large 
hatchery  at  the  Cruives. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Although  the  angling 
'  season  on  these  rivers  opened  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheries  Association  waters  on  Monday  last, 
salmon  fishing  commenced  in  the  private  stretches 
of  the  Double  Water  on  the  previous  week. 
Fishing  in  Mr.  McLellan's  portion  of  the  Netherby 
Water  below  Liddle  Foot,  Mr.  Stott  landed 
two  salmon  of  171b.  and  181b.  respectively,  while 
Dr.  Anderson,  of  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  has  had 
a  salmon  of  101b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.  On 
Friday  (Feb.  10)  the  season  opened  for  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Cumberland  side  of  the  Solway  Firth, 
but  the  water  is  as  yet  too  cold  for  the  haaf-net 
fishermen  commencing  their  mode  of  fishing,  and 
with  no  fixed  engines  or  salmon  stake  nets  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Channel,  no  fish  have  so  far  been 
caught.  The  netting  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Firth 
opens  Feb.  25,  and  on  the  same  date  draught  or  net  • 
fishing  in  the  rivers  of  Nithdale  and  Galloway  will  be 
open.  The  spawning  season  in  the  rivers,  which  has 
been  a  comparatively  poor  one,  may  be  said  to  be 
over.    Angling  prospects  are  reported  to  be  fairly 

good.  GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron    (Easter     Koss.    Ardgay,     N.B.)  — 

The  past  winter  has  been  exceedingly  stormy 
in  this  quarter,  and  last  week  was  the  severest 
of  all — low  temperature,  heavy  gales,  and  blind- 
ing snow.  On  Feb.  11,  Lord  Garioch  and 
party  arrived  at  Belleville  House,  Ardgay, 
for  the  spring  salmon  angling  on  the  Gledtield 
waters,  sublet  by  Mr.  Alfred  Briscoe.  His  Lordship 
was  out  on  Feb.  13,  but  the  river  being  so 
swollen  with  "  snaw-bree "  sport  was  out  of  the 
question.  On  Feb.  14  conditions  were  a  little 
better — hooked  some  kelts  and  rose  one  salmon. 
As  the  weather  is  improving  and  water  set- 
tling down  prospects  are  good.  On  Feb.  11 
(opening  day)  the  river  mouth  was  netted 
on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  but  without  success 
owing  to  the  storm.  On  Feb.  13  and  14  no  attempt 
was  made.  Mr.  Duncan,  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fisheries,  has  deposited  140,000  ova  (various)  in 
his  hatchery  at  Culrain,and  all  flourishing  as  yet. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Owing  to  the  stormy 
.lature  of  the  weather  on  Feb.  1 1  the  salmon  fishing 
season  on  the  river  Deveron  opened  with  only  fair 
success.  The  severe  frost  prevented  the  fishermen 
from  plying  their  nets  properly,  and  unlike  last  year 
at  the  opening,  when  the  river  was  exceedingly  high, 
the  water  was  rather  weak  in  volume.  They  were 
vmable  to  commence  early  in  the  morningas  usual,  and 
only  worked  during  the  first  part  of  the  day.  Oper  a- 
tions were  conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  Duff  House, 
and  the  number  of  fish  killed  was  fourteen  salmon 
and  a  like  number  of  sea-trout.  The  salmon,  which 
aie  of  good  quality,  scaled  from  61b.  to  181b.,  but  the 
average  weight  was  recorded  at  81b.  Trout  are 
also  of  fine  size  and  quality,  and  averaged,  a  little 
over  lib.  in  weight.  The  first  consignment  to 
the  market  left  on  Monday  morning,  Feb.  13. 
On  Feb.  13  the  yield  from  the  river  by  the 
net  was  not  so  large  as  that  of  Feb.  11.  The" weather 
somewhat  moderated  in  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
and  the  fisliermen  along  the  coast  were  able  to  get 
the  bag  net?  set  at  the  various  stations  on  Feb.  14. 
The  river  as  regards  colour  is  favourable  for  rod 
fishing,  but  on  the  opening  day  the  weather  was  too 
cold  for  the  fishing.  The  pools  appear  to  be  well 
stocked  with  clean  run  salmon,  and  prospects  for 
anglers  are  exceptionally  good. — H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  IT.B.).  —  On  the  hotel 
water  Sir  Daniel  Gooch  caught  a  salmon,  301b.,  on 
the  reserve  water  on  Feb.  1 1  ;  Macdiarmid  (keeper) 
caught  two,  221b.  and  ISlb. — W.  Knioht. 

Lyon  (Eortingall  Hotel).— On  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  water  on  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Rich- 
mond, had  three  salmon  of  101b.,  IS.Ub.,  and  151b; 
Mr.  Wright,  Keston,  Kent,  one  of  21|lb.  ;  on  Feb.  11  ' 


Mr.  Philip  Geen  had  one  of  IT^lb.  ;  and  on  Feb.  13 
Mr.  J ames  Arnott,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  had  two  of 
271b.  and  181b.— R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Opening  of  season. 
— ^^Up  till  the  last  moment  expectations  ran  high  of  a 
fair  start  being  made,  and  especially  so  as  the  river 
rose  a  foot  on  Feb.  10,  and  the  pools  were  known 
to  be  teeming  with  fish  from  Culter  to  Balmoral, 
which  has  proved  to  be  the  case.    A  change  in  the 
weather  conditions  set  in  over  the  night,  and  when 
morning  dawned  a  regular  bHzzard  prevailed,  which 
continued  more  or  less  throughout  the  day,  and 
closed  in  a  regular  snowstorm,  which  was  general 
all  over  the  north.    On  Feb.  13  a  fresh  came  and 
has  continued  since,  and  the  chances  are  that  the 
storm  has  passed  for  the  nonce.    Everything  con- 
sidered the  start  was  a  most  encouraging  one.  On 
the  Culter  water  Mr.  Gordon,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a 
beauty  of  21  lb.,  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  while  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Chalmers,  had  one  of  81b.    On  the 
Park  water,  Mr.  Revierie  had  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr. 
Gilchrist  one  of  61b.  6n  the  Crathes  section.  On 
the  Blaekhall  Castle  water  Mr.  Hay's  guests  had 
five  on  the  opening  day,  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b., 
while  Lord   Pem-hyn's  keeper  had  four  on  the 
Cairnton.    Several  were  got  on  the  Woodend  water 
by  the  keeper,  and  on  the  Blackball  (upper)  waters 
by  Sir  John  Gladstone.    On  the  Dess  water  Mr. 
Trevor  Williams  had  two  of  81b.  and  21  lb.,  while 
Messrs.  J.  C.  and  J.  T.  Deverell   had  three  on 
Kincardine;    M.    Fould,   three   of  61b.,  71b.,  and 
81b.,  on  the  Borrowstone  water;  Messrs.  King  and 
Hare,  three  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  161b.,  on  the  Ballogie 
water  ;  and  Col.  Edis  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Lucas,  four  of 
61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  7|lb.,  on  the  Carlogie  waters. 
On  the  Aboyne  waters  Mr.  Smith,  Sheffield,  had 
two  of  61b    each;   Mr.  Bush,  Sheffield,   one  of 
9^1b. ;  while  Mr.  Brown,  London,  had  three  on  the 
Forest  of  Birse  waters  of  71b.,  91b.,  and  91b.,  and 
several  every  day  since.    On  the  Dinnet  water  Mr. 
Hartley  creeled  three  fish  scaling  6Jlb.,  7|lb.,  and 
131b.    The  prospects  on  the  Dee  are  good,  the  only 
drawback  being  the  want  of  water,  the  river  being 
down  to  July  size.    It  is  feared  that  the  spring  will 
be  one  of  small  waters.    Don. — Few  anglers  were 
out  on  the  Don  on  the  opening  day,  and  the  only 
fish  caught  to  the  rod  were  some  good  finnock  got 
from  the  tidal  water  where  they  are  fairly  plentiful. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  netters  made  a  good  haul, 
some  200  fish  having  been  got  on   the  opening 
morning  from  the  Grandholm  Cruives  to  Nether 
Don  stations.    The  Don  is  too  low,  but  with  a 
spate  fish  would  get  up.    Meantime,  they  are  all 
being  trapped  below  the  dykes.    The  North  and 
South  Esks  open  on  Feb.  16,  and  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie  on  Feb.  24.    The  same  conditions    are  to 
prevail  on  these  waters  as  were  in  vogue  last  year. 
Later. — ^Dee. — The  weather  has  been  fresh  and 
mild,  quite  genial  up  to  now  (Wednesday  night). 
Sport  fairly  good  on  every  section,  and  especially 
so  on  the  mid-reaches  at  Banchory,  Kincardine 
O'Neil,  and  Aboyne.     On   the  Blackball  Castle 
water,  Mr.  Hay's  party  had  fifteen  on  Monday. 
The  salmon  fishings  along  the  coast  have  not  been 
so  successful,  a  ground-swell  driving  the  fish  off  the 
shore.    The  quality  of  the  fish  is  excellent,  and 
weights  up  to  241b.  have  been  got,  although  the 
average  is  about  81b.    Prices  remain  firm. — G.  M. 

Oich  (Fort  Augustus i.— Mr.  J.  E.  R.  Oldfield, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  the  river  Oich,  on 
Feb.  11,  had  three  salmon,  weighing  181b.,  81b., 
and  71b.  ;  on  Feb.  14,  a  salmon  weighing  8Jlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Ellard,  fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  had  one  of 
81b. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)  —On  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Burnell 
and  party  arrived  at  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  and 
on  Feb.  11,  despite  the  raging  storm,  ventured  out 
and  landed  a  fine  clean-run  salmon  weighing  101b., 
besides  hooking  two  kelts.  The  salmon  is  the  first 
of  the  season  from  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland's  tribu- 
taries. So  far  as  experts  can  foresee,  the  season  now 
opened  promises  fair  average  sport  as  the  spawning 
season  was  favourable.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  Oykell,  Einig,  and  Cassley  rivers. — B. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  fishing  opened  for  the 
season  on  Feb.  1 1  under  very  unfavourable  weather, 
the  day  being  bitterly  cold  and  stormy,  with  a  keen 
frost.  With  a  continuance  of  fresh  weather  and  a 
settled  state  of  the  river,  the  prospects  of  rod  fishers, 
certainly  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  very  probably  in 
the  middle  reaches,  are  very  encouraging.  At  Aber- 
lour  a  number  of  enthusiastic  anglers  were  on  the 
scene.  Rather  poor  sport  was  got.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water  Mr.  Reid,  head  gamekeeper,  Aberlour 
House,  killed  a  salmon  weighing  81b.  on  their  section 
of  the  river ;  and  again  on  Feb.  13,  another  two,  weigh- 
ing 61b.  and  7|lb.  At  Tugnet  over  100  salmon  and 
some  trout  were  killed  by  the  crews  working  the 
nets.  At  the  Gordon  Castle  Waters,  Pipe-Major 
Mackenzie  killed  three  salmon,  while  on  the  Focha- 
bers waters  Lord  Berkeley  Paget,  Gordon  Arras 
Hotel,  had  three  salmon  ;  and  General  Home,  two. 
Prospects  for  the  season  are  good.    At  Lossiemouth,  I 


owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  it  has  been  impossible 
to  get  out  the  anchors  and  nets,  and  as  yet  no 
salmon  have  been  caught. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
coiitinued  mild  and  sport  has  been  fair.    The  river 
is  in  good  fishing  order.     The  following  is  a  note 
of  the  principal  takes  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  14  : 
— Stanley  Water. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Feb.  8 
Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  killed  three  fish  of  221b.,  221b., 
and  161b.    On  Feb.  9  five  fish  of  201b.,  171b.,  161b., 
101b., and 91b.;  onFeb.  10. one  of  221b.;  onFeb.  Hone 
of  81b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  14  tlu-ee  fish  of  241b.,  221b.,  and 
1 01b.  So  far  Mr.  Heyder  has  been  the  most  successful 
angler  on  the  Tay  this  season,  having  since  the 
opening  of  the  rod  fishing  on  Jan.  15  fished  on 
twenty-two  days  and  killed  forty-six  fish,  in  all 
averaging    17|lb.     Burnmouth.  —  Mrs.  Harry 
Ander.son,    fishing    this    water   on    February  9, 
killed  one  salmon   of   141b.,   while  on  Benchill 
stretch    Mr.    Harry  Anderson  had  one  salmon 
of   211b.   on  Feb.   10,   and  another  of  201b.  on 
Feb.  13.    Battles Y  Water. — The  boatmen  fishing 
this  water,  on  Feb.  13,  for  Mr.  Coats,  killed  two 
fish  of   191b.  and  141b.     Murthly. — Mr.  Henry 
Peters,   fishing  this  water  during   the  past  ten 
days,   killed  in  all  ten  salmon,   averaging  from 
161b.  to  281b.,  while  the  keepers  on  the  reserved 
water  during  the  same  period  caught  four  salmon, 
151b.,    151b.,    171b.,   and    181b.     Dunkeld.— Mr. 
Anderson,  fishing  Mr.  Park's  Lower  Dunkeld  water, 
on  Feb.  8,  killed  one  salmon  of  201b.,  while  on 
Feb.  14,  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  landed  one  fish  of  181b.,  and 
another  of  131b.,  on  Feb  .13,  on  the  Dalguise  stretch. 
On  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Thornton  caught  one  salmon  of 
23ilb.  on  Upper  Dunkeld  water.    River  Tummel. 
— Fishing  the  Faskally  stretch,  on  Feb.  10,  Mr. 
Michael  E.  Stephens  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  161b., 
while  on  Feb.  14  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  a  clean- 
run  fish  of  201b.     On  the  Fishers  Hotel  water, 
on   Feb.    10,  Mr.  C.   Craigie-Sandbach  had  one 
fish  of   121b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  killed  one  of 
same  weight  on  Feb.  13.    River  Garry. — Mr.  J. 
Grant  Fergusson,  fishing  this  river  on  Feb.  9,  landed 
a  nice  salmon  of  151b.    River  Lyon.- — Fishing  the 
Fortingall  Hotel  water,  on  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Phihp  Geen 
killed  three  fish  of  lOlb.,  15Jlb.,  and  151b.,  and 
another  of  17  Jib.  on  Feb.  11.    On  same  day  Mr. 
Wright,  Keston,  had  one  fish  of  21,|lb.,  and  Mr.  Jas. 
Arnott  killed  two  of  271b.  and  ISlb.  on  Feb.  13. 
Loch  Tay. — Fishing  the  hotel  water  on  Feb.  3. 
Mr.  Jas.  Mitchell  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.  and 
another    of    101b.  on  Feb.  7,    while  Mr.  Dixon 
landed  one  of  81b.    On  Feb.  8  Mr.  Coltman-Clephan 
had  one  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  J.  N.  Millan  one  of  151b., 
on  Feb.  9.    Mr.  Conrad-White  had  one  15lb.,  and 
Mr.  Mann  one  of  141b.,  on  Feb.  10,  while  on  Feb.  11 
Mr.  F.  Lythall  had  a  fine  new  run  fish  of  321b.  ; 
Mr.  Hunter,  one  171b.,  and  Mr.  Coltman-Clephan  one 
191b.   On  Feb.  13  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul  had  one  fish  101b., 
and  Mr.  F.  LythaU,  one  27  Jib.    On  Feb.  14,  Mr. 
A.  D.  Paul  had  one  salmon,  191b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Lythall 
one  221b. ;  and  Col.  J.  C.  Dalton,  one  231b.  River 
Thurso. — One  salmon  of  241b.  was  killed  on  No.  4 
Beat  on  Feb.  14,  and  three  of  171b.,  161b.  and  8ilb., 
on  No.  7  Beat. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Weather  much  against 
angling.  Rain  greatly  needed  on  ,the  Bally  duff 
water.  T.  Sullivan  had  two  salmon  on  Feb.  11, 
11  lb.  and  141b.,  and  one  121b.  on  Feb.  13.  On  the 
Mocollop  fishery.  Colonel  Evans'  fisherman  had  one 
salmon  211b.  on  Feb.  8;  one  181b.  on  Feb.  9;  one 
181b.  on  Feb.  12;  and  one  121b.  on  Feb.  13.  On 
Middle  Kilbarry,  Mr.  H.  D.  Thorneycroft  one  131b., 
and  Mr.  F.  Lucas,  Fermoy,  one  131b.  On  Careys- 
ville  water,  Mr.  Hamilton-Stubber  and  Mr.  W. 
Jameson  have  had  poor  sport. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Bundrowes  (co  Donegal).  —  Angling  on  the 
Bundrowes  has  been  poor  during  the  past  week,  T. 
Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  three  fresh  run  spring  salmon 
of  9  Jlb.,  101b.,  and  ll|lb.  A  fair  show  of  new  fish  are 
in  the  pools  of  the  river,  but  the  weather  generally 
during  the  past  week  was  rather  cold  for  salmon  to 
rise  well  to  the  fly ;  however,  at  time  of  writing  the 
weather  has  become  milder  and  prospects  are  now 
better,  and  the  river  continues  in  good  fisliing  order. 
Trout  anglers  continue  to  catch  some  nice  trout 
occasionally.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  Biiver  (co.  Cork). — River  very  low  and 
sport  poor.  On  Lord  Bandon's  Water,  Mr.  J.  Barry 
had  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  on  Warrens  Court,  Mr.  J. 
Kelleher,  one,  1541b. ;  on  Carhue,  Mr.  James  Payne, 
one,  17ilb. ,  on  Farran,  Col.  R.  W.  Adamson,  one, 
91b. ;  on  Nettleville,  A.  Balfour,  Gordon  High- 
landers, one,  Oilb.  ;  on  the  Powdermills,  Colonel 
Sillem,  one,  101b. ;  on  Lord  Carbery's  water,  J. 
O'Brien,  two,  91b.  and  101b.  ;  on  Ardrum,  Seymour 
Swales,  one  6ilb. ;  on  Carrigrohane  Water,  Captain 
Reiss,  0th  Dragoons,  one,  101b.  At  the  Water- 
works. J.  McCarthy,  one,  151b.;  J.  McAuliff,  one, 
81b.  ;  R.  Murphy,  one,  61b.^ — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 
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LoTi^h  Cnirrane,  etc  (Waterville.  oo.  Kerry). — 

Since  last  report  only  one  salmon  was  had,  namely, 
one  of  101b.,  had  by  Ned  Dennehy,  on  Feb.  8. 
Several  good  brown  trout  have  been  had  by  anglers 
trolling  for  salmon.  Salmon  have  been  coming  very 
slowly  recently,  and,  taken  altogether,  the  prospects 
are  not  reassuring. — T.  J.  D. 

BI07,  laOQgrbs  Conn  and  Cnllen  'Ballina,  co. 
llayo). — Weather  here  mild  and  river  in  good 
order.  On  Feb.  9  Jim  Hearnes  drew  "  first  blood  " 
by  landing  a  clean  run  salmon  of  121b.  On  Feb.  10, 
Mr.  John  J arv-ey  lost  two  clean  run  fish  after  having 
them  on  some  time.  On  Feb.  12,  llr.  Pliilipston 
Stow  landed  a  beauty  of  18Jlb.  The  above  fish 
were  got  on  the  Skin  the  Goat  and  Iving  Edward 
VII.  flies.  Both  loughs  are  getting  into  nice 
order. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  angling  for  salmon 
here  so  far  has  been  fairly  successful.  On  Feb.  2, 
Colonel  Charlton  and  General  Charlton,  R.M.S.C., 
Netley  Hospital,  got  one  nice  salmon,  11  lb.  ;  Mr.  \. 
H.  Tiu-kington,  one,  lOJlb.  On  Feb.  3,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Turkington,  one,  llUh.  ;  Mr.  W.  Fletcher,  one,  141b. 
On  Feb.  4,  Messrs.  Charlton,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  7, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Turkington,  one,  131b.,  and  on  the  8th 
a  fine  pike  of  J  181b.  on  his  salmon  tackle  single 
gut,  which  gave  him  more  play  than  his  salmon 
of  the  previous  day.  On  the  whole,  I  think  my 
prediction  of  a  record  season  holds  good  so  far. 
The  water  has  not  been  so  low  for  twenty  years, 
and  every  little  rain  will  bring  up  fresh  fish,  if  there 
is  not  too  much  to  cause  flood  wliich  would  run 
them  past  here. — Fbank  Bbowne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather,  which 
has  been  fine  since  opening  day,  has  mw  changed, 
and  we  are  having  some  rain ;  a  rise  of  water,  is 
hoped  for  to  improve  the  fishing.  On  Hermitage 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  24ilb.  On  New 
Garden  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  24ilb. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — General  results  obtained  by 
pier  anglers  throughout  the  last  few  days  have  been 
very  poor  indeed,  the  general  bent  of  the  wind 
having  been  northwards  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time.  Small  codling,  pouting,  and  dabs  have  con- 
stituted the  major  portion  of  the  catches,  the 
larger  varieties  of  codhng  being  almost  entirely 
absent.  Friday  (Feb.  10)  yielded  practically 
nothing  worth  keeping,  and  Messrs.  Tress,  Waddell, 
Young,  Baud,  Cullen,  Turner,  and  Bushnell  did  not 
account  for  more  than  two  score  of  small  varieties 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  11.  Mrs.  Edwards,  Mr.  Glen, 
Mr.  Baum,  and  Mr.  Dunstone  fished  for  several 
hours  on  the  following  day,  but  retired  in  the  after- 
noon for  lack  of  sport.  The  water  on  Monday,  Feb.  13, 
was  unusually  thick  and  dirty,  and  only  two  fish 
came  to  hand  duimg  the  entire  day,  one  of 
which  was  caught  by  Mr.  Bamn,  a  well-known 
and  skilful  angler,  who  during  his  lengthy  stay 
of  thirteen  weeks  in  this  locahty  has  taken 
from  the  pier  head  no  fewer  than  788  codhng, 
besides  other  smaller  varieties,  fishing  with  two 
rods  on  all  occasions.  On  Feb.  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harding,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Miss  Dorothy  Turner,  Mr. 
Branscombe,  and  four  others  secured  a  few  dabs, 
pouting,  and  codling,  but  only  two  of  the  latter 
scaled  more  than  lib.  Feb.  15  witnessed  httle  or 
no  improvement,  though  conditions  seemed  hiwhlv 
favourable.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.).  °  " 

Plymouth. — Although  the  weather  has  been  fine 
and  the  sea  smooth  inside  the  breakwater  there  has 
been  a  very  heavy  roll  outside  where  the  big  fish 
are.  The  spring  pollack  are  just  beginning  to 
make  their  appearance,  but  cannot  >e  depended 
upon  yet,  and  they  are  out  by  the  Kennies  and 
Mewstone.  Bass  are  very  plentiful  near  the  Drake's 
Island  ^nd  also  in  the  Hamoaze.  The  grey  mullet 
are  still  feeding  well  at  Tui-nchapel,  and  they  are 
very  fine  fish,  some  up  to  4lb.  weight.  The  smelt 
are  exceptionally  large  tlus  year.  I  do  not  recollect 
ever  seemg  them  so  large,  some  measuring  Sin.  and 
9m.  long,  and  big  in  proportion  in  the  girth.  They 
are  very  nice  boned  and  done  d  la  whitebait.  I 
have  just  had  a  nice  dish  of  school  bass  brought  in 
that  were  taken  in  the  Great  Western  Docks.  They 
were  not  large  but  nice  size  ;  there  is  plenty  of  them 
catching.— William  Heabdee  {B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate.— There  has  been  no  boat  fishing 
during  the  week,  but  a  few  anglers  fishing  the  piers 
have  done  fairly  well  for  the  time  of  year.  On 
Monday,  Feb.  13,  one  angler  had  fifteen  codling  from 
the  Iron  Pier ;  the  takes  from  the  West  Pier  in- 
cluded some  nice  dabs  with  the  codling.  Weather 
fine  and    promising    for  the   week  -  end.— Obey 

MCLLETT. 

Walton-on-Naze — Sport  this  last  week  has  been 
fairly  good,  codling  and  dabs  being  in  evidence. 
Amongst  those  out  on  the  pier  were  Messrs.  Blewitt 
Bloom,  Gibbs,  C.  Wood,  Pate,  Spinks,  Hatcher  (who 


had  a  splendid  dab  besides  codling),  and  my  son, 
Jack  Robinson,  who  had  fifteen  good  codling  and 
dabs  one  evening,  and  twelve  codling  and  one  pout 
weighing  over  lib.  on  Feb.  11.  I  had  about  two 
hours  on  Feb.  10  and  got  broken  away  with  a  big 
cod. — J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Sport  has  been  very  slack  for  some 
time  now,  the  takes  being  scarcely  worth  recording. 
Pier  and  harbour  sport  is  very  poor,  although  the 
weather  and  other  conditions  are  favourable.  Bass 
are  very  plentiful  in  the  roads,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  made  with  the  nets,  on  Feb.  12 
nearly  4000  good  fish  being  taken.  I  heard  to-day 
that  the  fish  were  simply  swarming  around  the 
breakwater,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  coming  to 
the  hook,  although  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  has  had  very 
good  luck.  A  local  angler  hooked  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  smelt,  the  fish  measuring  9|in.  in  length, 
which  is,  I  think,  exceptional. — Chas.  J.  Russell 
(W.A.A.). 


Ilssociafions.  clc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Feb.  20,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided.  A  nomina- 
tion for  membership  was  put  before  the  meeting, 
and  a  few  other  matters  were  quickly  disposed  of. 
Our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  then  read  a  paper, 
entitled,  "The  Kent  and  Sussex  Border,"  before  a 
good  gathering  of  members  and  friends.  He 
described  the  country  and  gave  an  account  of  some 
of  the  ancestral  homes,  particularly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Trmbridge  Wells,  and  stories  of  the  people 
who  once  dwelt  in  them  and  whose  names  have  been 
handed  down  to  posterity.  He  also  told  us  in  a 
somewhat  hmnorous  strain  of  a  railway  journey  he 
had  one  day  with  the  "  hoppers  "  of  Kent,  and  of 
some  of  Iris  angling  and  other  sporting  experiences  in 
the  district.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Mr.  Derry  for  his  lengthy  historical  paper,  over 
which  he  had  evidently  bestowed  much  time  and 
trouble.  Mr.  Armitage  then  occupied  the  chair,  and 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  taken  up  by  a  concert. 
The  usual  votes  of  thanks  and  loyal  toast  brought 
a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  Our  "  sides  "  com- 
petition took  place  at  Marlow  on  Feb.  12.  There 
were  fifteen  on  each  side,  and  although  the  takes  of 
fish  were  very  light  everyone  enjoyed  the  outing. 
The  result  was  a  \'ictory  for  Mr.  Wilkins'  side. — 
E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

The  usual  ordinary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
rooms  in  Fetter-lane  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Wallace 
C.  Nickels  occupying  the  chair.  There  being  no 
set  subject  for  consideration,  conversation  and  dis- 
cussion were  upon  general  matters  in  view  of  the 
annual  general  meeting  of  members  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  22,  at  7.30  p.m.  sharp,  at  the 
society's  rooms.  The  report  and  accounts  of  the 
executive  committee  will  be  submitted,  and  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months 
proceeded  with.  Certain  proposed  alterations  of 
the  rules  will  be  considered  and  dealt  with.  A  fine 
specimen  of  the  lumpsucker  (Cyclopterus  lumpus), 
taken  in  the  Solent  and  sent  up  by  Mr.  Albert 
Jackson,  was  shown  in  the  formahn  tank  in  a  very 
perfect  state  of  preservation,  and  was  much  admired 
and  discussed.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  March  15  at  7  p.m.,  the  Right 
Hon.  Viscount  Churchill,  G.C.V.O.,  having  con- 
sented to  occupy  the  chair.  On  March  8  a  musical 
evening.  The  annual  report  has  been  issued  to 
members  and  to  the  Press.  It  annoxmces  a  roll  of 
1171  members  on  the  books,  243  new  members 
having  been  elected  during  the  year.  The  list  of 
vice-presidents  is  increased  by  the  addition  of 
their  Graces  the  Dukes  of  Leeds  and  Marlborough, 
the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  Lords  Windsor,  Barrymore, 
and  Burnliam,  Admiral  Lord  Charles  Beresford. 
G.C.B.,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  Robert 
Hugh  Penrose  Fitzgerald,  IBart.,  M.P.,  Sir  George 
Doughty,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  and  Dr. 
Charles  S.  Patterson,  who  was  hon.  sec.  from  1897 
to  1903,  and  who  since  that  date  has  been  hon. 
curator  and  hbrarian,  an  ofiice  he  is  now  compelled  to 
resign  owing  to  his  permanent  absence  from  London. 
The  Annual  Pocket  Book  contains  particulars  of  no 
less  than  100  new  angHng  stations,  and  is  a  hand- 
book worthy  of  the  society.  An  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  executive  committee  up  to  twenty- 
one  and  of  the  subscriptions  of  new  members  to  21s. 
are  recommended  for  adoption. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Robert  Snare 
presiding.    The  results  of  the'past  year,  as  set  forth 
by  the   report,  balance-sheet,  and  statement/of 


accounts,  were  very  satisfactory,  showing  a  cash 
balance  in  hand  of  £22  7s.  8d.,  whilst  the  excess  of 
assets  over  liabilities  was  in  favour  of  the  society  to 
the  extent  of  £93  1 7s.  3d.  The  chairman,  having 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts,  they 
were  unanimou.sly  accepted.  Election  of  the  officials 
of  the  society  was  important  by  reason  of  the 
election  of  an  additional  vice-president,  in  the 
person  of  the  Hon.  Wyndham  Baring,  bringing  up 
the  total  number  to  five.  The  retiring  officials, 
including  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P.,  pre.sident,  the 
vice-presidents,  committee,  and  other  office-holders, 
were  all  unanimously  re-elected,  and  the  business  of 
the  amiual  meeting  terminated  with  an  enthusiastic 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  A  special  meeting 
was  afterwards  held,  Mr.  R.  Davison  in  the  chair, 
when  certain  propo.sed  bye-laws  were  considered  ;  in 
the  result  the  majority  of  them  were  ratified,  one  or 
two  being  abrogated  or  altered,  and  as  they  now 
stand,  will  shortly  be  issued.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
clo.sed  the  proceedings.  It  must  not  be  omitted  to 
state  that  Mr.  C.  Haynes  weighed  in  a  nice  chub  of 
about  31b.,  Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson,  of  the  Anglers'' 
News,  also  exhibiting  a  fine  specimen  of  the  lump- 
sucker,  Cyclopterus  lumpus.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
competition  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  21,  a  com- 
petition medal  is  offered  for  the  best  single  pike,  and 
a  prize  given  by  Mr.  Higgs  for  the  best  single 
perch.  It  was  further  notified  that  on  Feb.  28  Mr. 
F.  E.  Martinez  would  read  an  interesting  paper. 
Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Egham  (fishing  with  Spicer),  chub, 
31b.  6oz.,  and  three  others  ;  Messrs.  Higgs  and 
Green,  from  private  water,  jack  ;  Mr.  Salisbury, 
river  Arun,  jack,  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Cox,  from  Maple- 
durham,  chub,  31b. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  imder  the  able 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Telfer,  on  Tuesday  last,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  agenda  paper  was  a  some- 
what lengthy  one.  The  hon.  secretary  reported 
the  result  of  a  visit  to  Chesham  on  Saturday  last, 
where  he  foimd  the  water  very  low,  but  a  capital 
head  of  good  troul^  During  the  last  few  weeks  a 
large  number  of  fine  trout  have  been  placed  in  the 
stream,  and  it  was  decided  to  put  in  those  on  order 
on  Saturday,  March  11.  Progress  was  made  with 
the  arrangements  for  the  dinner  on  March  28,  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel.  Members  who  propose  being 
present  would  obhge  by  communicating  with  the 
hon.  secretary  as  early  as  possible.  Dr.  P.  J. 
Spencer  has  kindly  consented  to  preside. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  G.  Rajmer  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Feb.  15,  at  which  a  great  deal  of  business  was  trans- 
acted, after  which  Mr.  Westrup  read  a  paper  upon  his 
"  Irish  Experiences."  He  dealt  with  various  hap- 
penings and  incidents,  and  touched  upon  the 
methods  of  angling  and  most  suitable  tackle.  The 
paper  was  received  with  great  attention  and  flatter- 
ing appreciation.  The  outing  to  Pangbourne,  on 
Feb.  12.  was  more  a  social  than  a  piscatorial  success. 
Most  of  the  participants  caught  fish,  but  very  few 
above  the  Highbury  standard,  Mr.  Dunn's  chub  of 
1  lb.  14oz.  being  the  best  fish  recorded.  Mr.  Attwood 
has  recorded  chub,  roach,  and  dace  up  to  9oz.  He 
also  took  a  trout  3^1b.  on  tight  line  ;  this,  of  course, 
was  retrrrned.  Mr.  A.  ElUs  Forbes  has  taken  a  dozen 
roach  from  ilb.  to  1  lb.,  and  3Ir.  A.  Piercv,  dace, 
lOioz.— G.  W.   


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

21,172.  Fish-hooks.  Patentee:  A.  J.  Boult,  111, 
Hatton-garden,  London.  The  points  and 
barbs  of  fish-hooks  are  protected  from 
weeds  by  means  of  a  spring  guard  which 
is  formed  integrally  with  the  hook.  A 
slot  fonned  in  the  end  of  the  guard  fits 
on  the  barb.  In  a  modification  the  end 
of  the  guard  is  forced  into  a  ring  with  a 
slot  in  it.  A  bait-hook  is  attached  lying 
in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  that  of  the 
fish-hook,  and  is  of  similar  construction. 
In  another  modification,  the  end  of  the 
guard  is  bent  into  a  half  circle  with  a 
slot  in  it.  A  further  modification  has  the 
end  of  the  slotted  half  circle  bent  under- 
neath the  barb.  A  still  further  modifica- 
tion has  the  guards  formed  of  such  a 
strength  as  to  protect  the  hook  point  and 
barb  against  weeds,  but  to  tend  inwards 
and  serve  as  a  lock  when  a  fish  bites. 
The  guards  are  made  with  the  under 
surface  bevelled,  so  that  if  they  happen 
to  get  above  the  hook  point  they  are 
easily  pressed  back  into  their  normal 
position. 
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"  Heaven  give  you  many,  many  merry  days  ;  let 
every  one  go  home,  and  laugh  Ms  sport  o'er  by  a 
country  fire." — Shakespeare. 


From  the  twenty-sixth  annual  report  of  the 
Windsor  and  Eton  AngUng  Preservation  Society  for 
1904,  just  issued,  it  is  gathered  that  the  committee 
have  much  pleasure  in  again  congratulating  the 
society  on  its  continued  prosperity.  There  has  been 
purchased  and  placed  in  the  river  7400  roach,  perch, 
and  chub.  The  fish  were  a  most  satisfactory  lot. 
both  as  regards  size  and  condition,  many  of  the 
roach  weighing  over  1  lb.  The  best  thanks  are  due 
to  the  Anglers'  Association  for  a  very  generous 
donation  of  £7  10s.  to  the  funds  of  the  association, 
and  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  of  London,  for  a  donation 
of  £1  Is.,  collected  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  the 
angling  competition  held  at  Windsor.  Thanks  have 
been  given  to  the  genial  chairman  for  his  hospitality 
and  continued  interest  in  the  association.  The  hoii. 
secretary,  Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  and  all  the  officers  of 
this  flourishing  little  society  deserve  the  encourage- 
ment of  all  interested  in  the  qviestion  of  preservation 
and  restocking. 


Roach  and  dace  appear  to  be  in  evidence  in  the 
Thames  at  Twickenham.  I  hear  from  Mr.  James 
Wheelhouse  that  Messis.  J.  Rothw«ll  (oi  Leeds),  J. 
Clarke  (ofliead-gear  and  cigar  renown),  F.  Ambi  idge, 
F.  Wood,  and  J.  Deakin  out  on  Feb.  15  took  between 
them  over  601b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Roth  well 
headed  the  list.  On  the  same  date  two  other 
anglers  out  with  Brown  had  231b.  of  roach  and  dace. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Nicholls,  proprietor  of  the  Fleiu-  de 
Lys  Hotel,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Taunton  and  District  Angling  Club,  while  fishing 
in  the  club  waters  at  Burlescombe  recently,  caught 
a  pike  weighing  22pb.  The  fish  was  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  and  measured  40iin.  in  length  and 
20in.  in  girth.  Mr.  F.  W.  Ford,  of  the  Crown  and 
Sceptre  Hotel,  caught  one  of  lolb.,  and  Mr.  C.  Pleass 
two,  weighing  16|lb.  and  11  lb. 


The  Rules  of  the  Road  on  Land. 

The  Rule  of  the  Road  is  a  paradox  quite  ; 

For  in  driving  your  carriage  along. 
If  you  bear  to  the  left  you  are  sure  to  go  right. 

If  you  turn  to  the  right  you  go  wrong. 
But  in  walking  the  streets  'tis  a  different  case, 

To  the  right  it  is  right  you  should  steer  ; 
On  the  left  should  be  left  enough  of  clear  space 

For  the  people  who  wish  to  walk  there. 
*  *  *  *  * 

another  reading. 

The  rule  of  the  path 

To  get  well  along 
Is  "  keep  to  the  i-ight," 

And  you  cannot  go  wrong. 
The  rule  of  the  road 

Is  a  paradox  quite, 
If  you  keep  to  the  left 

You  are  svu-e  to  be  right. 


At  St.  Bride's  Institute,  on  Feb.  21,  Professor  J. 
Horspool  will  give  some  remarkable  demonstrations 
of  the  "  Speaking  and  Singing  Voice."  with  new  dis- 
coveries, which  he  states  will  enable  anyone  to 
possess  a  round,  ringing  voice.  The  affair  will 
commence  at  eight 


The  Dawson  Football  Club  received  a  visit  from 
the  Lyndhurst  Athletic  Club  on  Saturday  last, 
Feb.  11.  It  was  a  particularly  keen  and  exciting 
struggle,  and  the  "  Dawsons  "  were  unfortunate  in 
losing  by  a  penalty  goal,  the  score  at  the  finish 
being  3  to  2  in  favour  of  Lyndhurst.  To-day 
(Feb.  18)  another  close  game  is  anticipated,  the 
opponents  being  the  West  Kensington  Reserves. 
At  the  last  meeting  the  "  Dawsons  "  were  returned 
victors.  May  history  repeat  itself !  The  smoking 
concert  to  be  held  at  the  White  Swan,  Tudor-street, 
E.G.,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  28,  promises  to  be 
a  most  successful  function.    Kick  off  at  7.30. 


Whilst  fishing  in  the  Avon  recently,  Mr.  H. 
White,  of  Salisbury,  landed  a  fine  pike,  weighing 
nearly  191b.,  and  measuring  4Uin.  in  length.  A 
short  time  ago  Mr.  White  caught  a  pike  weighing 
181b.  .  ^  ^  ^ 


On  Feb.  12,  whilst  fishing  for  roach  at  Wargrave, 
Mr.  J.  Paterson  hooked  and  landed  a  chub  of  41b. 
4oz.  It  was  taken  on  a  tight  line.  No.  1 1  Crystal 
hook. 


A  herring  weighing  15oz. — just'loz.  off  lib. — 
and  measuring  I5in.  in  length — that  is,  IJft. — was 
landed  at  Eyemouth  on  Feb.  10.  This  is  nearly 
double  the  size  of  an  ordinary  herring.  [When  I 
start  eating  herrings  I  like  to  have  a  good  "  taster," 
and  have  sent  to  Eye-mouth  for  one  dozen  which 
mitst  measure  fifteen  inches.] 


The  oldest  ruins  in  the  world  are  probably  the 
rock-cut  temples  of  Ipsambul  or  Abou  Samboul  in 
Nubia,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile.  They  are  over 
4000  years  old. 


A  LEECH  has  three  jaws,  which  form  a  triangle. 


In  England  there  is  some  standard  of  "  tipping." 
It  began  there  when,  years  ago,  the  keeper  of  an 
English  tavern  placed  at  the  entrance  of  his  coffee- 
house a  box  with  a  slit  in'it  and  the  letters  "  T.  I.  P.," 
painted  over  it  (meaning  "  To  Insure  Promptness  " 
on  the  part  of  his  waiters).  Tradition  says  that  the 
coins  dropped  into  the  box  were  of  small  denomina- 
tion, a  ha'penny  being  the  customary  "tip." 
That  was  a  good  many  years  ago.  Still,  so  far  as 
England  is  concerned,  the  amount  of  the  average 
"tip"  has  not  grown  perceptibly. — Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  Philadelphia. 


The  committee  of  the  "  Charley  Watling  Testi- 
monial "  will  meet  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship- 
square,  Finsbury,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  23,  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  would  be  pleased  to  meet  any  brother 
anglers  who  are  interested  in  the  same  ;  or  the 
secretary,  G.  Merry,  10,  Bath  Buildings,  Baldwin- 
street,  City-road,  E.G.,  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
direct  from  any  gentlemen  who  would  be  willing  to 
help  the  cause. 


Then  They'll  Remember  Me. 
Why,  bless  my  heart,  here's  Major  Bagshot  been 
And  come  and  told  me  what  he's  been  and  seen  ! 
I  mind  'em  well,  those  two  owdacious  chaps 
A-coming  to  my  shop  for  brandy-snaps. 
And  tarts  and  gingerbread  and  home-made  "  pop," 
And  how  old  Doctor  Swisher  made  'em  hop, 
And  they  said  slates  were  comfortable  things 
After  a  caning  to  take  out  the  stings  ; 
And  now  I  come  to  think  of  it  'tis  odd — 
They  bought  of  me  that  very  self-same  rod 
That  "Mark  Thyme"  talks  about  for  three-and-six. 
And  "Goosestep  "  was  the  one  the  price  to  fix. 
The  dear  old  Major's  going  to  write  this  letter, 
He's  younger  and  can  see  to  do  it  better, 
And  he's  got  such  an  understanding  way 
Of  putting  down  just  what  I  want  to  say. 
And  all  the  words  that  I  have  been  a-telling 
He'll  set  out  in  the  very  nicest  spelling  ; 
We've  always  been  most  excellent  good  friends, 
Ofttimes  to  me  his  spectacles  he  lends. 
And  now  for  me  his  gold  pen  he  employs 
To  send  "  my  service  "  to  those  two  "  Old  Boys  "  ; 
And  when  my  name  in  copper-plate  they  see, 
I'm  certain  sure  that  they'll  remember  me. 

— Tabitha  Tubes. 


Friend  :  "  Perfume  on  your  handkerchief,  eh  ? 
I  didn't  know  you  were  such  a  fop  !  "  Married  Man  : 
"  I'm  not  ;  my  wife  puts  it  on  them  when  she  wants 
to  remind  me  to  bring  something  home  at  night.  She 
says  it  is  better  than  tying  a  string  on  my  finger." — 
Detroit  Free  Press. 


The  first  paper-makers  were  the  wasps. 


"  There's  a  man  whom  I  envy."  "  Why,  is  he 
rich  ?  "  "  No,  not  very  ;  but  he  has  acquired  an 
ability  to  look  interested,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
hear  a  word,  while  other  people  are  telling  him  about 
their  achievements." — Chicago  Times-Herald. 


"  The  Prince  of  Monaco,  who  has  been  lecturing  on 
'  oceanography  '  in  Paris,"  says  the  Daily  Chronicle, 
"  must  be  charmed  by  these  observations  in  a  French 
j  ournal :  '  There  is  no  more  agreeable  resort  than 
Paris  for  the  small  potentates.  No  city  is  so  well 
qualified  to  console  them  for  being  small.  They 
are  nowhere  received  with  acclamation,  but  every- 
body treats  them  with  respect.  They  taste  in 
Republican  Paris  the  pleasure  of  not  feeling  them- 
selves inferior  to  their  neighbours.  The  hospitality 
of  an  Emperor; or  a  great  King  would  humiliate 
them  by  exposing  them  to  invidious  comparisons. 
But  in  Paris  they  run  no  such  risks.'  This  is  meant 
to  be  delicate  consideration  ;  but  delicacy  is  some- 
times rather  overdone.  The  same  writer,  describing 
the  Prince  of  Monaco's  lecture,  says  he  always  winds 
up  by  saying  formally,  '  I  thank  the  company  for 
listening  to  me.'  To  say  '  I  thank  you'  would  be, 
it  seems,  '  too  familiar'  for  a  small  potentate." 


"  Now,  Johnny,"  said  the  teacher,  "  take  the 
chalk  and  draw  us  a  trout."  "  What  kind,  ma'am  ?  " 
inquired  Johimy.  "Oh,  the  kind  old  Mr.  Tibbs 
says  he  catches."  Johnny  made  great  sweeps  with 
the  chalk.  "  Hold  on,  Johnny  !  That  looks  more 
like  a  whale  than  a  trout."  "  It  is  the  kind  Mr.  Tibbs 
says  he  catches."  "  Well,  it  is  too  large.  Rub  it 
out  and  start  all  over  again."  Johnny  did  so,  and 
drew  a  tiny  fish.  "  Why,  what  in  the  world  is  that  ? 
It  looks  like  a  minnow."  "  That  is  the  kind  of 
trout  Mr.  Tibbs  catches." 


The   fiounder   lays    7,000,000   eggs  annually 
several  other  fish  from    1,000,000  to   3,000,000  ; 
while  the  turbot  is  credited  with  depositing  from 
11,000,000   to    12,000,000   during   each  breeding 
season. 


In  1682  the  private  houses  of  the  metropolis  were 
only  supplied  with  fresh  water  twice  a  week.  Mr. 
Cunningham,  in  his  "  Handbook  of  London,"  informs 
us  that  the  old  sources  of  supply  were  the  Wells,  or 
Fleet  River,  Wallbrook  and  Langbourne  Waters, 
Clement's,  Clerk's,  and  Holy  Well,  Tyburn,  and  the 
River  Lea.  Tyburn  first  supplied  the  City  in  the 
year  1285,  the  Thames  not  being  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  City  conduits  till  1568,  when  it  sup- 
plied the  conduit  at  Dowgate.  There  were  people 
who  stole  water  from  the  pipes  then,  as  there  are  who 
steal  gas  now.  "  This  yere  "  (1479),  writes  an  old 
chronicler  of  London,  quoted  by  Mr.  Cmmingham, 
"  a  wax  charndler  in  Flete-stre  had  bi  craft  perced  a 
pipe  of  the  condite  withymie  the  ground,  and  so  con- 
veied  the  water  into  his  celar  ;  wherefore  he  was 
judged  to  ride  through  the  citee  with  a  condite  upon 
his  hedde."  The  first  engine  which  conveyed  water 
into  private  houses  by  leaden  pipes  was  erected  at 
London  Bridge  in  1582.  The  pipes  were  laid  over  the 
steeple  of  St.  Magnus,  and  the  engineer  was  Maurice, 
a  Dutchman.  Buhner,  an  Englishman,  erected  a 
second  engine  at  Broken  Wharf. 

***** 

Previous  to  1656  the  Strand  and  Covent  Garden, 
though  so  near  to  the  river,  were  only  supplied  by 
water-tankards,  which  were  carried  by  those  who 
sold  the  water,  or  by  the  apprentice,  if  there  were 
one  in  the  house,  whose  duty  it  was  to  fill  the  house- 
tankard  at  the  conduit  or  in  the  river.  In  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century  Ford  erected  waterworks 
on  the  Thames  in  front  of  Somerset  House  ;  but  the 
Queen  of  Charles  II. — like  the  Princess  Borghese, 
who  pulled  down  a  church  next  to  her  palace  becaiise 
the  incense  turned  her  sick  and  the  organ  made  her 
head  ache — ordered  the  works  to  be  demolished 
because  they  obstructed  a  clear  view  on  the  river. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  district  depended  upon  their 
tankards  and  water-carriers  until  the  reign  of 
William  III.,  when  the  York  Buildings  Waterworks 
were  erected.  The  frequently-occurrmg  name  of 
Conduit-street,  or  Conduit-court,  indicates  the 
whereabouts  of  many  of  the  old  sources  whence  our 
forefathers  drew  their  scanty  supplies. 


"  George,"  she  said,  "  before  we  were  married 
you  were  always  bringing  me  rings  and  breastpins, 
and  things  like  that.  Why  don't  you  ever  bring 
me  anything  now  ?  "  "  My  dear,"  replied  George, 
"  did  you  ever  hear  of  a  fisherman  feeding  bait  to  a 
fish  he  had  caught  ?  " 


Edward  the  Confessor,  during  his  lunch  hour, 
was  tempted  to  patronise  a  shilling  fish  ordinary 
at  Billingsgate,  consisting  of  three  courses,  with 
potatoes  and  bread.  For  the  first  course  a  small 
and  somewhat  dubious  fish  was  placed  before  the 
Monarch,  who  regarded  it  for  some  moments  in  a 
fit  of  gloomy  abstraction.  Presently  calling  the 
waiter,  he  asked,  "  Sirrah,  what  callest  thou  this 
flsh  ?  "  "Smelt,  sir,"  replied  he  of  the  grimy  shirt- 
front.  "It  is  well  named,"  replied  the  King,  Standing 
up  and  taking  his  crown  from  the  hat-rack,  "  for  it 
hath  smelt  so  loud  that  I  cannot  hear  myself  talk  ; 
I  must  seek  some  other  plaice." 


To  THE  "  Amateur  Angler." 
To  a  man  and  a  gentleman,  known  to  us  all 

As  a  friend  and  an  angler  of  ardour  and  zeal. 
What  can  we  wish  but  the  best  may  befall 

As  life's  "  line  "  is  played  out  from  old  Time's 
whirling  wheel  ? 
For  four-score  years  of  honour,  of  sport,  and  of  zest, 
He  has  shone  amongst  anglers  as   "  One  of  the 
Best!" 

And  still  hearty  and  hale  in  his  80th  year, 
We  wish  him  the  best  life  can  give  of  its  cheer. 
May  this  octogenarian  continue  to  say, 
"  Thanks,  boys,"  to  our  wishes  on  S.  Valentine's 
Day  ! 

For  near  thirty  years  he  has  known  the  Gazette, 
And  for  him  none  has  greater  respect  than 

Dragnet. 
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^ofcs  from  tl)e  '^ovtl). 


Atteb  weeks  of  spring-like,  genial  weather 
broken  in  upon  now  and  again  by  a  stiff  gale,  the 
salmon  angling  season  in  the  North  opened  in  the 
thick  of  a  bUzzard. 


On  the\Ciilt6r  water  Mr.  Gordon,  Banker,  Aber- 
deen, had  "  first  blood  " — a  beauty  of  21  lb.  fresh 
from  the  sea,  and  with  a  head  and  tail  like  a  grilse. 
Mr.  Chalmers,  who  shares  this  water,  had  one  of  81b. 


On  the  Caimton  section  Lord  Penrhyn's  guest 
had  four  ;  Mr.  Hay's  rods  on  Blackball,  five ;  on 
Carlogie,  Colonel  Edis  four  ;  on  Kincardine,  Mr. 
Deverell  three,  and  so  on. 

Fish  were  got  in  the  Dinnet  Water  on  the  opening 
day,  Mr.  Hartley  having  three  One  salmon ;  heaviest, 
131b. 


The  quality  of  the  fish  all  over  is  excellent,  and 
the  weights  above  the  average  of  the  ordinary  spring 
fish.  Mr.  Hare,  BaUogie,  had  one  of  161b. 


Mr.  J.  Byres-Leake  has  again  taken  the  Inchmarlo 
Dee  water,  and  was  out  on  Feb.  11  iYi  the  thick  of 
the  storm.   He  did  well  there  last  spring. 

The  Don  nets  did  well,  and  200  fish  were  sent 
from  them  to  the  Aberdeen  market  on  the  opening 
day.  The  anglers  were  blank  ! 


The  regulations  as  to  ticket  waters  on  the  Don  at 
Kintore,  Ythan  (EUon),  and  Ugie  will  be  the  same 
as  formerly. 


Fish  are  plentiful  on  the  Dee,  and  were  got  on 
Feb.  11  from  the  Culter  water,  near  the  mouth,  all 
the  way  to  up  Balmoral — a  stretch  of  about  sixty 
miles,  counting  the  windings  of  the  stream. 

The  Aberdeen  Trout  AngUng  Association  have 
been  unsuccessful  in  securing  a  reach  of  the  Don. 
Last  week  they  made  an  offer,  when  some  unknown 
stepped  into  the  pool  before  them — with  an  advance. 


Finnock  fishers  have  as  yet  had  little  chance 
against  the  elements,  but  several  were  got  in  the 
Cults  (free)  water  on  the  opening  day.  No  doubt  they 
are  pretty  far  up  as  well  as  the  salmon. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne,  Aberdeen  and  Canada,  has  pro- 
duced a  unique  and  quite  a  new  fly  which  has  been 
called  the  "  Clyne."  It  is  a  killer  on  the  Castillian 
Club's  water  (America),  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
He  is  to  try  it  soon. 

He  makes  his  own  hooks  from  common  steel 
needles,  and  so  shapes  them  by  prolonging  the  point 
that  the  barb  is  dispensed  with.  It  is  to  save  the 
smatl  fry  that  will  come  to  one's  fly,  and  so  return 
them  with  the  least  possible  harm. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


IMPROYBMENT    OF  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 


On  Friday  afternoon  (Feb.  10)  Lord  Onslow 
received  a  deputation  at  the  offices  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  4,  Whitehall-place,  from  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association,  to  present  a  Bill  prepared  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts.  The  Duke 
of  Abercorn,  K.G.,  introduced  the  deputation  (which 
consisted  of  Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grenfell,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  B.  Martin,  M.P.,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook,  Mr.  G.  Lort-Phillips,  Mr.  R.  W.  May,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Travers,  Mr.  E.  S.  Hanbury,  and  Mr.  J.  Wrench 
Towse). 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  F. 
Hotehkis,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators of  the  River  Wye,  in  which  he  said  he  gave 
the  Bill  his  hearty  support,  with  some  reservations 
in  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  central  authority  to 
call  upon  local  authorities  to  find  money  for  the 
county  fund,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  absence 
from  the  Bill  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal 
Commission  in  regard  to  assessments. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  explained  the  object  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  also  referred  to  and  supported  by  Sir  H. 
Seton-Karr,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grenfell,  M.P. 

Lord  Onslow  said  that  before  saying  anything  in 
reply  he  wished  to  ask  a  question  or  two.  He  had 
only  had  the  Bill  in  a  rough  draft,  and  not  in  its 
final  form,  and  he  would  Hke  to  inquire  whether  the 
proposals  in  Clause  3  and  Clause  7  relating  to  the 
assessment  meant  that  the  charge  was  to  be  upon 
the  owners  of  the  fisheries,  or  was  it  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  county  rate  ?  _j  ^  


Mr.  Cook  rephed  that  one  of  the  clauses  to  which 
his  lordship  referred  had  been  taken  out  of  the  final 
draft.  The  suggestion  was  that  the  rating  should  be 
only  on  so  much  of  the  coimty  as  was  in  the  water- 
shed of  the  river. 

Lord  Onslow  :  Well,  gentlemen,  I  am  very  pleased 
indeed  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what 
are  the  views  of  those  who  are  interested  in  what  is 
undoubtedly  not  only  a  very  important  industry,  but 
is  also  a  material  element  in  the  food  of  the  people, 
and  nobody  can  possibly  regard  the  great  industry  of 
salmon  catching  and  of  selling  salmon  otherwise  than 
as  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  food 
supply  of  the  people,  and  therefore  any  proposals 
which  are  made  for  increasing  and  cheapening  that 
source  of  food  supply  must  naturally  appeal  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  carefully  con- 
sidering the  proposals  which  you  wish  to  lay  before 
me.  I  have  seen  a  rough  draft  of  the  earUer  stage  of 
the  Bill,  but  only  this  morning  have  I  been  placed  in 
possession  of  the  final  shape  in  which  you  desire  to 
lay  it  before  me.  I  have  not  had  the  advantage,  of 
course,  of  consulting  my  legal  officers  upon  either  the 
advance  copy  of  the  Bill  or  upon  the  one  which  has 
just  been  handed  in,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  not  wish 
me  ti^  express  any  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  a 
measure  vmtil  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it.  But  from  the  remarks  which  have  fallen 
from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  me 
I  gather  that  the  main  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the 
financial  feature — that,  as  we  all  know,  many  of 
these  boards  of  conservators  have  no  lack  of  will, 
but  they  have  a  great  lack  of  means,  and  what  you 
want  to  do  is  to  supply  the  sinews  of  war.  If  I  have 
gathered  aright  what  fell  from  Mr.  Cook,  I  think  the 
suggestion  was  that,  in  the  case  of  a  board  of  con- 
servators failing  to  perform  their  duties,  this  depart- 
ment— the  Fisheries  Department — should  take  over 
the  control  of  that  area,  and  should  be  empowered  to 
raise  funds,  I  gather,  from  the  local  rates.  Well,  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  some  force  in  the  letter 
which  was  read  by  Mr.  Towse  at  the  beginning  of 
the  proceedings.  It  would  be  a  somewhat  imusual 
comse  of  procedure  in  England  for^a  Government 
department  to  levy  a  rate  or  tax  without  the  consent 
of  the  representatives  of  those  whom  it  was  proposed 
to  tax.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  somewhat  strong 
departure  from  constitutional  precedent. 

Mr.  Cook  :  In  Clause  III.  it  simply  says  that  when 
on  the  written  representation  of  five  licensees  or  of 
five  owners  or  occupiers  of  land  adjoining  any  river 
or  stream  in  any  fishery  district  that  the  stock  of  fish 
in  any  river  or  stream  or  in  any  part  of  a  river  or 
stream  within  the  fishery  district  is  decreasing,  and 
that  such  decrease  is  due  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the 
default  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  for  such  district 
in  carrying  out  all  or  any  of  their  powers  under  the 
Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Acts  of  1861  to 
1904,  the  Central  Board  shall,  after  giving  not  less 
than  twenty-one  days'  public  notice  of  the  time  and 
place,  hold  an  inquiry  into  such  representations.  The 
Central  Board  has  power  to  make  an  order  trans- 
ferring to  them  the  powers  of  Board  of  Conservators, 
but  the  clause  does  not  give  the  Central  Board  power 
to  levy  a  rate.  Later  on  in  the  Bill,  in  Clause  7,  it 
says  that  where  a  Board  of  Conservators  is  short  of 
money  they  may  go  to  the  coimty  council  asking  for 
a  rate  to  be  levied  upon  the  watershed  of  the  district. 

Lord  Onslow  :  It  is,  of  com'se,  rather  difficult  to 
discuss  a  matter  of  this  kind  when  one  is  not  quite 
au  fait  with  the  proposals.  What  strikes  me  as  a 
difficulty  there  is  that  the  Central  Board  may  ask  the 
county  council  if  it  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  a  con- 
tribution. It  is  not, to  have  any  compulsory  power. 
I  understand  that  the  Central  Board  have  no  power 
to  compel  the  county  council  to  make  any  contri- 
bution— they  are  merely  to  ask  it  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Cook  :  The  words  are  "  shall  raise  such  sums." 

Lord  Onslow  :  Then  I  think  it  does  come  back  to 
what  I  said  originally.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
give  a  mandatory  power  to  the  central  authority  to 
call  upon  the  county  coimcil,  whether  they  like  it  or 
not,  to  raise  by  rate  sums  of  money,  which  they  are 
to  contribute  towards  meeting  the  expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators.  I  say  that  I  think  this  is 
rather  a  strong  departure  from  constitutional  pre- 
cedent. I  do  not  go  further  than  that  for  the 
moment,  because  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  yet 
of  considering  the  Bill  in  detail.  Then,  of  course,  I 
feel  highly  flattered  with  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  as  to  the  confidence  which  you  gentlemen  are 
supposed  to  repose  in  the  department  which  I  have 
the  honoui'  to  preside  over,  though  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  I  have  some  doubt  in  my  own  mind  as 
to  whether  the  coimty  councils  who  are  called  upon  to 
make  this  contribution  will  share  that  complete  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  this  department  which  you 
entertain.  I  think  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
dressed me  complained,  and  complained  with  very 
great  justice,  of  the  insufficient  collection  of  informa- 
tion and  statistics  as  to  the  hie  history  of  the  salmon 
and  as  to  the  productiveness  of  the  various  rivers. 


I  deplore  with  you  the  fact  that  we  are  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  information  which,  I  think,  with  the 
expenditui'o  of  a  small  amount  of  money,  it  would  be 
perfectly  possible  for  us  to  procure,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  conferring  by 
statute  upon  this  department  any  further  powers  in 
connection  with  the  collection  of  statistics.  Wo  have 
already  the  power,  and  to  some  extent  are  collecting 
statistics,  but  what  we  have  not  got,  and  what  we 
do  want,  is  the  provision  of  funds  by  the  authority 
of  the  Treasury  to  do  that  which  we  have  already 
full  statutory  power  to  do  if  we  only  had  the  funds. 
We  really  lack  the  money  more  than  we  lack  statu- 
tory powers.  I  think  one  point  which  was  very 
strongly  made  was  that  the  conservators  of  rivers  at 
present  in  existence  are  not  sufficiently  powerful, 
have  not  sufficient  funds,  and  do  not  cover  a  suffi- 
ciently wide  area  of  operations  to  enable  them  to 
fulfil  the  wishes  of  those  who  are  interested  in  salmon 
fisheries.  But  there  is  nothing  that  I  can  see  in  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  which  suggests  that 
the  central  authority  shall  be  called  in  to  supplement 
that  deficiency.  The  Royal  Commission  dealt  with 
the  question  of  watersheds,  and  with  all  questions  of 
pollution  and  abstraction  of  water.  One  gentleman 
referred  to  that  question,  and  said  that  there  was  no 
proposal  in  the  Bill  that  you  are  going  to  bring  before 
me  to-day  for  dealing  with  the  pollution  of  rivers, 
because  you  understand  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  considering  the  matter,  and  is  prepared  to 
deal  with  it.  Well,  it  occurs  to  me  that  if  any  new 
authority,  in  the  natmre  of  a  watersheds  board,  is  to 
be  created,  it  would  be  more  proper  that  its  powers 
should  expand  beyond  the  mere  question  of  the  pol- 
lution of  rivers,  and  that  it  should  comprise  all  the 
questions  which  arise  in  a  great  watershed,  like  the 
watershed  of  the  Thames,  and  if  the  Government,  as 
I  beheve  is  the  case,  does  bring  in  a  Bill  creating  an 
authority  of  the  kind,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  better 
com-se  would  be  to  endeavour  to  include  in  the  opera- 
tions of  such  an  authority  as  has  been  suggested  by 
the  Royal  Commission  powers  of  dealing  with  salmon 
and  trout  as  well  as  pollution  and  water  supply.  1 
note  that  your  Bill  proposes  to  deal  with  obstructions 
to  fish  getting  from  one  part  of  the  river  to  another. 
Well,  that  is  a  matter  that  the  Government  has  upon 
a  previous  occasion  taken  in  hand,  and  in  the  year 
1896  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords 
by  Lord  Dudley,  who  was  then  Parliamentary  secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  first  part  of  which 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  catching  of  young 
undersized  fish  in  the  sea,  and  the  second  part  dealt 
with  the  question  of  salmon  and  fresh-water  fisheries. 
That  Bill  embodies  to-day,  I  think,  the  views  of  the 
Government  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  way 
of  amending  the  law  in  regard  to  sluices  and  fish 
passes.  That  Bill  was  dropped  because  the  earlier 
part  of  it  was  strongly  opposed  ;  but,  as  far  as  the 
views  of  the  Government  are  concerned,  they  have 
not  changed  at  all.  You  have  also  made  provision 
in  your  Bill  for  coping  with  illegal  acts  of  poaching, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  looking  over  the  Bill 
this  morning,  there  are  several  new  statutory  offences 
which  would  be  created  by  the  Bill,  and,  of  course, 
that  is  a  matter  which  the  Home  Office  and  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  would  have  to  consider.  1 
notice  that  the  Bill  embodies  the  recommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commission  in  regard  to  a  close  time  for 
net  fishing,  but  I  do  not  notice  that  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Royal  Commission  in  regard  to  a  close 
time  for  rod  fishing  finds  a  place  in  the  Bill,  and  do 
not  know  whether  that  omission  is  intentional  or  not. 
If  you  are  to  alter  the  dates  of  the  close  time  for  net 
fishing,  it  would  be  not  only  desirable,  but  almost 
necessary,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  it  so  as  to 
affect  rod  fishing  as  well  as  net  fishing.  Well,  gentle- 
men,rl  do  not  want  to  detain  you  at  any  length.  1 
can  assure  you  that  the  Bill  shall  receive  the  most 
careful  consideration  of  my  fishery  officers,  of  my 
legal  officers,  and  myself,  and  if  anything  can  be 
done  to  meet  your  wishes,  either  by  the  promotion  of 
a  Bill,  a  separate  and  independent  Bill,  such  as  the 
one  which  i  understand  you  are  to-day  to  submit  to 
me,  or  by  adopting  any  of  its  provisions  m  other  Bills 
which  the  Government  may  contemplate  introducing 
into  Parhament  dming  the  ensuing  session — I  saj- 
that  if  it  were  found  possible  to  do  that  (with  the  ver\- 
hmited  time  which  it  is  possible  to  induce  the  House 
of  Commons  to  give  to  measures  which  ai'e  not  of 
first-class  importance),  in  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment over  which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  which 
is  charged  with  the  fishing  industries  of  the  countrj-, 
it  will  have  my  best  attention  and  my  best  con- 
sideration. 

The  members  of  the  deputation  having  thanked 
his  lordship  for  their  reception,  withdrew. — Extract 
from  the  "  Field  "  report. 


The  phosphorescence  of  sea-water  in  the  tropic.^ 
is  due  to  the  presence  of  millions  of  small  animalb. 
some  microscopic,  others,  hke  the  jellyfish,  oi 
considerable  size. 
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5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons:  135  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
in  bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  FISH  HATCHERY. 

BARRASFORD,  NORTHUMBERLAND. 


FOR    STOCKING    RIYEFtS    AN  13  H^AItES, 
OVA,    FRY,    YEARLINGS,    AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

SHELL-FISH,   SHRIMPS,  &c. 

Apply— C.  C.  CADMAN. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Ten  Gold  and  Px>ize  IM[ecla.ls  AwavdedL. 

Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


SECOND  EDITION.   Paper,  is. ;  Cloth,  2s.  net 

ANGLING  ANECDOTES. 

By  ROBERT  STANLEY. 


London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

St.  Du^stan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


FORD'S  PERFECTION  FISH  CARRIERS. 


These  Carriers  meet  a  real  want.  They  are 
designed  to  take  all  kinds  and  sizes  ot  Fish, 
quite  safely,  on  any  reasonable  journey  in 
cool  weather. 

The  Perfection  Carriers  are  so  designed 
that  not  a  spoonful  of  water  is  lost  on  the 
longest  journey ;  at  the  same  time,  the 
motion  of  the  train  or  cart  sufliciently 
ferates  tlie  water. 

They  will  be  found  very  useful  to  Clubs 
and  Fisheries  for  tlie  transport  of  Fish  from 
one  pond  or  stream  to  another. 

The  manufacture  has  been  much  improved 
by  the  adoption  of  slightly  tapered  necks, 
whioli  make  the  lids  interchangeable ;  and 
the  bottoms  are  made  of  stronger  metal  to 
obviate  the  use  of  cross-bands,  which  soon 
get  out  of  order. 

They  are  made  of  very  stout  galvanized 
steel,  with  large  8  in.  folding  handles.  They 
are  23  ins.  in  diameter,  circular  in  shape, 
weigh  about  30  lbs.  empty,  and  li  cwt. 
moderately  full  of  water. 

These  tanks  are  now  in  constant  use  in 
22  Fisheries. 

They  will  be  sent,  carriage  paid,  to  any 
address  for  22s.  ;  or  a  smaller  size,  weighing, 
with  water,  about  Icwt.,  for  17s.,  from 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY. 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 

Ova,  Fry,  and  Yearlings  of  the  Best  British  Brown  Trout  and 
Acclimatised  Rainbows,  reared  in  Chalk  Stream. 

A  LARGE  QUANTITY  OF  RAINBOW  YEARLINGS 
Fi?om  £8  ipex*  1:liousa.nd. 


WATER  I'LANTS. 


NATURAI,  POOD,  &c. 


AJtriCB  OITEN. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Keared  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  sold  by  mlnlmnm  meaiorement,  not  by  average 

length.   Mollusca,  Crustaceana,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  fish  and  pepslne.  Sole  British 
Agent.   Inspection  Invited.  Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool 

(The  original  tyeps  of  Floating  Flies). 
Special  Patterns  copied  to  ojder.  Holland's  Floating  Flies  are  still  giving  satisfaction. 
Why?  Because  they  are  made  under  the  direction  of  a  Fly  Fisherman  with  over  30  years' 
experience.  We  know  what  class  of  Flies  you  want.  Ti-y  them  !  The  Halford  Series  of  Flies 
matched  direct  from  nature.  The  greatest  triumph  in  Fly  Dressing.  These  Flies  will  kill  when  all 
others  fail.  Use  the  correct  imitation  of  the  natural  fly  on  the  water  and  you  will  kill  your  fish 
every  time..    They  are  worth  a  trial. 

SPECIAL  FLY  FISHING  CASTS  AND  POINTS.         GUT  A  SPECIALITY. 
We  are  now  booking  orders  for  these  Flies.     Full  details  on  application.     Avoid  dis- 
appointment.    Amateur  Fly  Dressers'  Requisites.    Selected  Hackles  on  Skins  or  Loose.  Dyed 
Hackles  of  all  sliades.    Olives,  etc.    Wool,  Fur,  Mohair,  Condor,  Peacock  Quills,  etc.  Hooks, 
Silk,  Wax  ;  all  at  very  reasonable  prices. 

Gut  List  and  Catalogue  on  application.      Include  postage. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.    Sold  by  Wine  Mercliants  and  at  Restaurants. 


lath  YEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFAGTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(13th  TEAM), 
which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes, 

Managing  Director:   PH.   LI  NET. 


"Le  Pecheur." 

Office:  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  70,  Paris. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wili  reach  American  anglers  dv  advertismg  ! 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
PORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch    Lane   OornhiEl  Londor 


ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Nbw  York,  U.S.A. 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Fish  Bait  (catch  pailful  fish),  1/- ; 
Secret  Fishing  Oils,  Worms,  Maggots,  Prawns, 
Minnows,  1/-  each  box  ;  Trout  Flies,  1/-  dozen  ; 
Kods,  5/6 ;  Trammel  Nets,  12/6.  Lists  free, 
carraige  paid. 

J.  EGGLESTON,  Naturalist,  Sunderland. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

To  X^et  — A  Few  Rods 

On  four-and-a-half  miles  of  the  River  Hiz ;  also 
TO  LET  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
on  the  River  Oughton.  Both  rivers  well  stocked. 
Forty-three  ndnutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N. 
Railway).  Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com- 
mander FELLOWES,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery, 
Hitchiu. 

M.  ROGAN  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Rod  &  Taclde  Manufacturers, 
Ballyshannon,  IRELAND. 

Makers  of  Eods,  Flies,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
of  world-wide  reputation. 

Established  over  a  Century. 


ROACH  &  TROUT— Fishers' single  hair, 

60  selected,  2/6;  100,  4/6.     Roach,  bottoms, 

half-dozen,  2/-.    Worms  in  flax,  1/3,  2/6. 
Piokersqill,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


FOR  SALE. 


GUN  AND  FISHING 
TAGKLE  BUSINESS 

In  North  Wales. 


EXCEPTIONAL  CHANCE. 

|[Apply,  "A,  B.,"  Bandel  House,  RHYL. 
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Pfoviueial  flugling  flotes 

7nust  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  still  making  a  nmnber  of  new  clubs,  but 
we  have  in  formation  a  club  that  will  in  every  point 
excel  all  others  in  the  city  of  Birmingham.  The 
club  that  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  is  a  new  society 
being  formed  at  the  Unity  Club,  in  Summer-lane. 
■^The  club  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  Midlands, 
and  lias  over  nine  thousand  members  on  their  books. 
The  club  is  worked  on  social  lines,  both  as  far  as 
monetary  matters  are  concerned  and  other  things 
for  the  welfare  of  the  working  man,  and  I  venture 
to  predict  that  this  will  be  the  largest  angling  society 
in  the  Midlands.  They  held  their  first  meeting  on 
Friday  evening  (Feb.  10)  to  draw  up  a  code  of  rules 
and  to  appoint  the  oflficers  and  committee,  and  from 
what  I  know  this  will  be  the  most  influential  and 
successful  club  within  many  miles  of  the  centre  of 
our  city.  We  have  other  clubs  in  the  course  of 
formation,  both  with  the  P. A. A.  and  the  B.D.U.A.A. 
Since  my  last  notes  sport  has  been  above  the 
average  on  the  Severn  in  the  upper  reaches.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  White  Horse  Club  have  had 
some  good  sport  with  the  pike  and  roach.  From 
what  I  saw  of  the  fish  this  (Wednesday)  morning, 
they  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  were  all 
over  the  average  size.  Now  that  the  snow  water 
.  has  been  cleared  away  from  our  rivers,  sport  all 
round  should  be  good.  Owing  to  the  want  of  rain, 
our  reservoirs  are  very  low  indeed,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence our  canals  are  about  eight  inches  below  their 
normal  level. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  winter  has  been  an  abnormally  dry 
one,  the  Fen  waters  have  not  suffered  to  any  great 
extent.  The  Forty-foot  could  not  be  in  better  con- 
dition for  trolling,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  mild 
weather,  the  troUing-rod  has  had  quite  a  good  run  of 
sport.  On  the  lower  lengths,  especially  the  Swines- 
head  and  Hubbert's  Bridge  districts,  pike  have  been 
killed  up  to  91b.  Several  have  also  been  accounted 
for  both  north  and  south  of  Donington  Bridge.  Higher 
up  the  river — notably  the  Aslackby,  Dowsby,  and 
Dunsby  Fen  districts — has  been  patronised  with 
equal  success ;  in  fact,  two  rods  between  them 
seciu'ed  no  less  than  seven  brace  in  one  day,  the 
heaviest  scaling  6Jlb.  The  writer,  who  has  killed 
several  good  fish  of  late,  has  found  a  phantom 
Wagtail  spinner  to  do  considerable  execution.  A  few 
tidy  lots  of  roach  have  on  occasions  been  taken,  but 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  anglers  just  now  are  in 
quest  of  pike. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Conditions  have  been  very  favourable  for  anglers 
in  this  district  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and  some 
good  roach  and  dace  have  been  exhibited  at  the 
various  club  houses  in  the  city,  especially  from 
the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  sport  has 
also  been  fairly  good  on  the  Driffield  Canal  at 
Wansford  and  Brigham,  and  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  at  Sod  House  Lock  and  Land  o'  Nod,  but  very 
little  is  reported  from  the  Newport  district.  Cod- 
ling are  fairly  plentiful  in  the  river  Hnmber,  and  at 
both  Hull  and  PauU  several  nice  fish  are  being 
taken.  The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
A.S.  held  their  annual  prize  presentation  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel  last  week  imder  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Calvert,  and  afterwards  a  smoking 
concert  was  held,  which  was  well  attended  by 
members,  and  two  new  societies  affiliated. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

So  far  as  one  is  able  to  forecast,  it  may  be  said 
tliat  the  prospects  for  trout  angling  for  this  district 
for  the  coming  season  are  exceptionally  bright. 
For  some  seasons  past  the  number  of  trout  killed 
,  on  the  streams  has  been  but  comparatively  few. 
owing  to  climatic  conditions,  rather  than  to  any 
scarcity  of  fish  ;  the  i-esult  being  that  each  succeeding 
spawning  time  has  seen  increased  numbers  of  trout 
on  the  "  redds."  Last  back-end  it  almost  seemed 
up  here  as  though  the  angler's  millennium  had  been 
reached,  so  great  was  the  quantity  of  trout  which 
ascended  the  chfferent  breeding  streams  and  runners. 
1  cannot  remember — over  an  active  angling  life  of 
some  thirty  years — ever  having  seen  anything  like 
so  large  a  number  of  big,  heavy  trout  as  was  to  be 
seen  on  the  "  redds  "  during  the  moiiths  of  November 
and  December  of  last  year,  and — what  is  very  late 
for  this  district — even  into  the  New  Year.  These 
fish  had  a  capital  spawning  time,  if  exception  be 
taken  to  about  a  week  in  the  middle  part  of  Decem- 
ber, when  the  Lake  District  was  visited  with  one  of 
the  heaviest  falls  of  snow  on  record.  Trouting 
commences  here  as  follows :— The  Bela  and  its 
tributaries  on  Feb.  15,  and  the  rest  of  the  district 


on  March  2,  with  the  exception  of  Lakes  Winder- 
mere and  Coniston,  which  fall  a  month  later — ■ 
namely,  April  2. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  river  Bollin  should  be.  in  good  order  IVn-  the 
week  end,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches  with 
coarse  fish.  Chester  continues  a  favourite  resort 
with  Liverpool  clubs,  and  in  a  few  matches  lately 
some  fair  totals  have  been  obtained.  iThe  first  weight 
for  the  "  City  "  club  was  about  41b.  The  West 
Derby  club  have  also  done  well  at  Chester.  The 
Bootle  A.S.  out  at  Bangor  awarded  first  prize 
for  upwards  of  111b.  gross.  Angling  items  from 
the  Warrington  district  are  very  scarce — at  any  rate, 
they  do  not  get  reported.  A  few  fair  catches  are 
mentioned  from  the  Gowy.  As  to  the  Ribble,  Wyre, 
and  Lvme  nothing  is  to  be  heard.  Perhaps  these 
rivers  would  be  improved  if  they  followed  the 
example  of  the  Thames  Conservators  and  intro- 
duced the  Salmo  hucho,  as  their  estuaries  do  not  as 
a  rule  tempt  salmon  to  ascend. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Neither  the  improved  weather  nor  anything  else 
appears  capable  of  stirring  up  our  city  rods  to 
enthusiasm.  Next  Tuesday  the  Royal  Walton  A.S. 
are  to  have  a  paper  by  Mr.  Reid  on  "  British 
Sports,"  and  no  doubt  angling  will  be  a  leading 
item  in  the  same.  Last  evening  the  Craven|A.S. 
were  disposing  of  a  special  social,  to  which  ladies 
were  cordially  invited.  Two  very  fine  models  are 
now  in  this  city,  one  of  a  pollack  whiting,  and  the 
other  of  a  king  carp,  both  taken  by  Mr.  Nathan, 
Heywood,  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials.  Rumours  have 
reached  here  of  a  few  good  pike  being  taken  by  locals, 
but  the  reports  are  not  official,  although  doubtless 
correct.    They  were  secured  in  Cheshire  waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  was  fondly  hoped  that  rain  on  Feb.  14  would 
bring  on  a  shght  rise  of  the  Trent,  but  at  the  period 
of  writing  the  river  was  actually  lower  than  when 
my  previous  notes  were  written.  Roach  and  bream 
require  considerable  catching  with  the  various  kinds 
of  worm,  and  they  are  sure  to  feed  tardily  pending  a 
change.  What  we  want  is  colour,  and  then  things  will 
brighten  up.  Chub  fishers  have  scored  with  greaves 
and  pith  and  brains  at  Kelham,  Fiskerton,  Hazle- 
ford,  Shelford,  and  Holme  Pierrepont  ;  whilst  many 
fish  have  of  late  been  creeled  by  punt  occupants 
operating  alongside  the  willows  facing  the  City 
Public  Baths.  A  large  fish,  said  to  be  a  trout,  has 
been  landed  from  the  City  waters.  I  understand  it 
is  being  set  up,  and  will  shortly  be  on  view  in  the 
City  University  Museum.  Some  little  time  ago  the 
Shardlow  keeper  hooked,  landed,  and  returned  a 
very  fine  trout  of  51b.  odd.  It  would  be  one  of  the 
stock  fish  placed,  with  many  others,  in  the  fishing  by 
the  executive  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society, 
whose  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Harry  Spray)  and  friends 
had  a  splendid  day  amongst  pike  on  Feb.  9.  Mr.  S. 
Rowlson,  of  the  White  Lion  Society,  Radford,  has 
bagged  201b.  of  roach  and  bream  (best,  3|lb.)  at 
Trent  Lock.  Members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society 
engaged  in  their  seventh  competition  of  the  season 
at  Attenborough  on  Feb.  9,  but  owing  to  the  bright- 
ness of  the  water ,  not  a  solitary  fish  was  caught. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Teme  and  Avon  are  in  capital  condition,  but 
for  the  last  few  days  the  Severn  has  been  discoloured 
and  has  a  rise  of  some  inches  on  it.  However,  it 
has  not  interfered  with  the  good  luck  of  the  salmon 
nets,  who  have  taken  a  lot  of  beautiful  fish  during 
the  week,  and  a  lot  of  20-pounders  have  been  dis- 
played. In  Mr.  Willis-Bimd's  fishery,  lower  Teme, 
the  net  enclosed  thirteen  fish  in  one  haul,  and  five 
in  another  ;  they  took  twenty-three  salmon  and  one 
pike  in  the  day,  but  several  of  them  were  spent  fish 
and  were  retm-ned  to  the  water,  one  or  two  not 
having  spawned.  Pike  have  been  well  on  the  move 
and  some  good  fish  taken,  but  none  over  101b.  The 
takes  of  roach  have  been  small  in  quantity  but  good 
in  size.  Chub  fishing  has  been  very  good.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  catches  : — Mr.  Tyler, 
1211b.  ;  J.  Lewis,  141b.  7oz.  ;  J.  H.  Williams,  161b.  ; 
J.  Powell,  171b.  ;  S.  C.  Wavery,  in  the  Severn  above 
Camp  Locks,  caught  one  fish  over  31b.,  six  over  21b. 
each,  and  others  over  1  lb.,  total  weight,  22|lb. 
Messrs.  H.  Proberts,  L.  F.  Higgs,  T.  Prosser,  of  the 
same  club,  had  each  good  baskets  of  chub  and  dace 
and  a  few  grayhng. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  good  order  for  any  kind  of  angling, 
yet  local  rodmen,  who  have  tried  the  Ouse  and  the 
Foss  in  fairly  large  numbers,  have  done  practically 
nothing.  Nor  does  anything  remarkable  appear  to 
have  been  done  farther  afield,  and  York  fishermen 
who  ventured  to  seek  sport  along  the  banks  of  the 
Derwent  retiu-ned  sorely  disappointed.  It  is  poor 
consolation  to  anglers  for  grayling  to  learn  that  the 


past  season  has  been  just  as  bad  in.  Derbyshire  asTin 
Yorkshire.  The  trout  season  begins  on  March  Hi, 
and  the  other  day  1  had  placed  in  my  hand  the 
following  cast  for  the  opening  :  Tail  fly,  Early 
Brown  ;  first  dropper,  Waterhon  Bloa  ;  second 
dropper.  Dark  Snipo  and  Purple  ;  third  dropper. 
Snipe  Bloa. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Since  last  notes  fair  or  average  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  all  the  principal  rivers  open  for  angling. 
Lake  fishing,  however,  was  not  up  to  the  mark  any- 
where. Sea  angling  has  not  yet  given  any  sport 
worth  recording,  and  will  not  become  general  before 
May,  and  rock  fishing  about  a  month  later.  At  the 
last  Killorglin  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  J.  Hensey,  local 
inspector  of  fisheries,  applied  to  have  five  illegal  nets 
and  two  anchors  forfeited.  The  Bench  ordered  the 
nets  and  anchors  to  be  forfeited  and  destroyed. 
The  general  meeting  of  the  Ki  Harney  Fishery  Con- 
servators was  held  on  Monday  at  the  Court  House, 
Killarney.  The  clerk  reported  an  alleged  case  of 
poaching  on  the  Annascaul  river,  also  the  distm'bing 
of  spawning  beds  on  the  Meanus  river  by  persons 
carting  gravel  from  the  spawning  beds.  J.iegal  pro- 
ceedings will  be  taken  in  both  cases. 

North  of  Ireland. 
During  the  recent  operations  at  the  Newtown 
Stewart  Hatchery  on  the  Momiie,  thirty-seven 
female  salmon  were  stripped  and  about  400,000 
ova  obtained.  The  bailiffs  all  over  the  Mourn© 
and  its  tributaries  pronounce  the  past  spawning 
season  to  have  been  the  best  for  ten  years.  Salmon 
fishing  opened  favourably  on  the  Lennan,  amongst 
the  successful  anglers  being  Captain  Pulley,  Mr. 
Corscadden,  and  Colonel  Fullerton.  The  Lennan 
holds  clean  salmon  the  year  roimd.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators, 
Mr.  A.  King,  inspector  of  fisheries,  Toome,  presented 
a  special  report,  drawing  attention  to  the  great 
cUfficulty  experienced  in  supervising  the  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  in  the  district  owing  to  the  diversity 
of  the  close  time  on  various  rivers.  The  majority 
of  the  rivers  close  on  Sept.  30,  but  the  Mourne  and 
Blackwater  continue  a  month  longer.  Mr.  King 
suggested  a  imiform  close  season  to  commence,  say, 
on  Oct.  11,  as  in  the  adjoining  Derry  district,  for  the 
whole  district.  A  resolution  in  favour  of  that  was 
received  from  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Committee. 

Once  again  your  committee  have  pleasiu-e  in  pre- 
senting to  you  the  aimual  report,  and  congratulate 
you  upon  the  improved  sport  obtained  in  the  society's 
waters.  Good  carp  fishing  has  been  had  at  Cuckfield 
Park,  Upper  Lake  ;  carp  up  to  71b.  weight  have  been 
landed,  whilst  some  good  pike  have  been  taken  from 
the  Lower  Lake.  Pond  Lye  has  fished  better  during 
the  past  season  ;  several  good  pike  have  been  taken, 
notably  a  fine  fish  of  over  191b.  The  fishing  and 
restocking  of  the  trout  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes  is 
now  an  accomplished  fact ;  some  700  takeable  trout 
{Salmo  fario)  have  been  purchased  and  successfully 
turned  in,  and  will  be  available  for  fly-fishing  from 
April  1.  The  grateful  thanks  of  the  society  are  due 
to  Lord  Sheffield  for  the  kind  and  hberal  way  in 
which  he  has  met  the  committee  in  the  matter  of  the 
fishing  of  the  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes.  Although  his 
lordship  (through  matters  not  imder  control)  was 
imable  to  have  the  fish,  yet  he  contributed  to  the 
fimds  of  the  society  to  the  extent  of  £15.  Your 
committee  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
rector  of  Horsted  Keynes  (Rev.  F.  H.  D.  Smythe) 
for  his  valuable  help  in  the  welfare  of  the  society  and 
its  waters  ;  also  his  hospitality  at  all  times  to  the; 
committee  and  other  members  of  the  society.  During 
the  past  year  135  of  the  carp  were  netted  from 
Broadhurst  Manor  ponds  and  tm-ned  into  Pond  Lye, 
as  also  were  ninety-six  pike  (up  to  141b.),  and  a  large 
number  of  roach,  the  handsome  gift  of  Sydney 
Buxton,  Esq.,  M.P.  The  challenge  shield,  wliich  was 
subscribed  for  and  presented  to  the  society,  has  been 
secured  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Gordon-Dill  for  his  pike  of 
191b.  2oz.  taken  at  Pond  Lye.  We  regret  to  have 
to  amiomice  the  loss,  through  death,  of  one  of  the 
vice-presidents,  the  Rev.  John  Goring.  Oiu"  thanks 
are  due  to  Messrs.  Christie,  Sergison,  Bevan,  Kemp. 
Brietmeyer,  Maryon-Wilson,  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell 
for  the  use  of  their  waters  for  members  to  fish  in. 
Tlianks  are  also  due  to  the  president,  vice-president, 
and  to  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway,  and  to  those  members  who  loan  their 
specimens  to  the  society's  collection,  which  is  greatly 
admired  in  the  Central  Hall  of  the  Borough  Museum. 
_  W.  C.  F.  GiLLAM,  Hon.  Sec. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

M.  J.  B. — Will  try  to  get  that  information  for 
you. 

Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  7'esponsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 

TOURNAMENT  SUGGESTIONS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  note  with  interest  two  letters  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  11  from  Messrs  Oliver 
Procter  and  E.  B.  Burt  criticising  the  paper  by  "  Val 
Conson  "  on  the  proposed  new  rules  for  a  tournament. 
Though  the  remarks  made  by  these  gentlemen  are 
very  practical  and  have  my  full  sympathy,  they  are 
written  under  an  entire  misapprehension,  as  the 
competition  from  which  they  both  quote  was  only 
instanced  by  Mr.  Skues  as  one  of  many  other 
competitions. 

These  competitions,  I  happen  to  know,  have  been 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Skues,  assisted  by  other  gentlemen, 
with  a  care  and  completeness  which  leaves  little  to 
be  desired,  and  for  which  all  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  tournament  will  have  much  reason  to  be 
grateful.  As  regards  the  switch  cast,  this  pre- 
supposes an  obstacle  behind  the  caster  such  as  a 
tree  or  bank,  and  it  obviously  is  better,  therefore, 
that  there  should  be  a  separate  competition  for 
switching  where  such  an  obstacle  can  be  provided,  i 

There  is-  just  one  point  in  Mr.  Birrt's  letter  to 
which,  with  all  courtesy,  I  hope  he  will  permit  me 
to  take  exception,  and  that  is  the  last  paragraph  of 
his  letter.  I  agree  with  him  so  far  that  we  cannot 
go  down  to  Earl's  Court  with  any  expectation  of 
filhng  our  baskets.  I  wiU  even  go  further  and  say 
that  the  act  of  casting  the  fly  is  by  no  means  all 
there  is  in  fishing,  nor  indeed  to  my  mind  the  most 
important  part,  and  I  believe  such  authorities  as 
Halford  and  "  Val  Conson  "  would  agree  with  me  ; 
but  surely  if  there  is  any  object  in  having  a  tour- 
nament at  all  it  is  to  improve  the  knowledge  and 
style  of  casting.  It  is  not  intended  as  an  adver- 
tisement for  any  particular  tackle  firm,  nor  as  an 
exhibition  of  physical  strength,  but  to  show  what 
can  really  be  done  with  a  rod  in  skilled  hands. 

Nan  cuivis  homini  contingit  adire  Corinthum.  We 
cannot  all  be  past  masters  and  expect  to  show  the 
proficiency  of  "  Val  Conson  "  or  Mr.  Marston,  but 
we  can  all  admire  and  learn  from  good  work,  and  I 
hope  there  wiU  be  much  to  be  learnt  from  the  next 
tournament  imder  new  rules. 

It  was  because  it  was  very  generally  felt  at  the 
last  tournament  that  there  was  much  scope  for  im- 
provement in  the  rules  that  Mr.  Skues,  assisted  by 
other  gentlemen,  has  taken  an  infinity  of  trouble  in 
framing  a  new  set  of  regulations  and  competitions, 
that  while  they  more  nearly  approach  the  conditions 
of  casting  in  actual  fishing,  will  yet  have  sufficient 
variety  to  give  aU  a  chance  for  their  particular  style. 
It  is  more  than  possible  that  the  next  tournament 
may  show  that  some  further  alterations  of  the  new 
rules  are  desirable,  but  we  live  and  learn,  and 
cannot  expect  to  be  perfect  all  at  once.  Apologising 
for  the  length  of  this  letter, — Yours  truly, 

Glanehos. 

[Mr.  Marston  exhibited  greatjskill  in  rod  smash- 
ing ! — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  PORTABLE  BOAT. 

Dear  Sm, — I  have  just  seen  the  question  asked 
by  "  Coracle  "  in  your  number  of  Jan.  28,  and 
regret,  never  having  tried  one,  that  I  can  give  him 
no  information  about  coracles,  but  I  can  tell  him  of 
a  good  boat,  and  that  is  the  "  Shellbend  "  folding 
boat,  obtainable  from  the  Shellbend  Folding  Boat 
Co.,  African  Chambers,19,  Old  Hall-street,  Liverpool. 
Some  years  ago  I  bought  one  of  these  boats  for  a 
friend  here,  and  it  has  given  great  satisfaction.  The 
advantages  I  have  found  in  it  are  enormous  stability, 
lightness,  and  strength,  for,  being  built  diagonally 
in  two  thicknesses  of  mahogany,  they  stand  a  lot  of 
knocking  about.  They  can  be  opened  or  closed  in 
a  few  seconds,  and  last  but  not  least,  draw  very 
little  water. — Yours  truly,       Edwin  J.  White. 

Bordeaux. 


ON  DYEING  FEATHERS,  ETC.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 
Dear  Sir, — As  Major  Hale,  in  his  third  chapter 
on  "  How  to  Tie  Salmon  Flies,"  took  up  the  subject 
of  dyeing  furs  and  feathers,  I  did  not  offer  any 
further  hints  on  the  matter  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  1 1  ; 
bvit  as  I  notice  that  Major  Hale  has  not  given  any 
further  instructions  in  his  last  chapter,  I  will,  with 
your  kind  permission,  resume  my  somewhat  crude 
hints,  and  I  would  suggest  that  too  particular 
attention  need  not  be  given  to  the  quantity  of  dye 
put  j  into  the  i^bath,  the  time  the  materials  are 


immersed  being  sufficient  to  give  the  necessary 
different  shades  of  colour. 

I  think  if  the  beginner  follows  out  what  has  already 
been  written  by  Major  Hale  and  myself  on  ♦this 
subject,  he  will  have  ample  information  to  start 
with,  and  all  that  he  will  further  require  is  practice 
to  complete  his  education  :  but  if  I  have  not  made 
myself  clear  so  far,  or  fail  to  do  so  in  subsequent 
remarks,  I  will  be  very  pleased  to  further  explain 
myself  if  any  of  my  readers  will  communicate  with 
me  direct.  In  my  second  letter  on  this  subject  I 
wrote  that  except  for  one  colour  and  its  shades  all 
that  we  require  are  the  patent  dyes,  and  it  is  upon 
this  particular  colour  that  I  wish  now  to  dilate,  and 
if  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  include  any  lady  readers 
among  those  who  peruse  my' remarks,  I  ask  their 
pardon  for  using  this  expression,  but  it  and  its 
shades  are  just  the  very  divil  to  obtain  !  and  when 
obtained  to  keep  from  fading  and  washing  out.  I 
allude  to  that  colour  known  in  Ireland  as  "  the 
golden  oUve."  In  my  humble  opinion,  it— and  its 
shades — is  the  most  all-round  killing  colour  out  of 
the  many  we  use  in  fly  tying  that  we  get  from  dyed 
feathers. 

There  are  several  different  materials  used  to  get 
this  colour  from,  but  I  pin  my  faith  to  two — turmeric 
and  citron  bark,  especially  the  former. — Yours 

truly,  ICHABOD. 

(To  he  continued.) 

EDEN  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  "  Occasional  Notes"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  1 1  you  give  a  quotation  from 
the  Newcastle  Daily  Journal  of  Feb.  3,  which 
mentions  the  fact  of  a  large  quantity  of  Eden 
salmon  being  on  sale  in  Newcastle,  and  you  remark 
that  they  must  be  poached  if  they  are  Eden  fish, 
as  the  Eden  did  not  open  until  Feb.  10  for  net  and 
Feb.  15  for  rods.    Both  these  dates  are  wrong. 

The  netting  season  opened  on  Feb,  2,  and  I  know 
for  a  fact  that  a  number  of  fine  fish  were  on  that  day 
despatched  to  Newcastle  and  other  towns.  Rod- 
fishing  begins  on  Feb.  16. — Yours  truly, 
J.  B.  Slater, 

Carlisle.  Clerk  to  Eden  Fishery  Board. 

[I  have  referred  to  this  in  a -note. — Ed.] 

"  HOW  TO  FISH  A  SUNK  FLY  IN  CONTRA- 
DISTINCTION TO  THE  USUAL 
WET  FLY." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  21,  page  43,  at 
bottom  of  column  one,  Mr.  Tod  speaks  of  fishing  a 
pool  in  rough  weather  with  success,  and  says : 
"  Provided  the  angler  imderstands  how  to  fish  with 
sunk  fiy  in  contradistinction  to  the  usual  wet  fly." 

There  are  many  of  your  readers  who  cannot  afford 
to  buy  all  or  many  books  on  angling,  and  these 
would,  I  feel  sxire,  be  glad  if  you  would  in  an  early 
issue  briefly  explain  the  method. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Parsons. 

[Mr.  Tod  has  kindly  promised  to  write  an  article 
on  this  interesting  point  for  an  early  nimiber  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette — possibly  next  week. — Ed.] 

SPORT  IN  JAMAICA. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  experience  of  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  the  letter  about  sport  in  Jamaica  quoted 
in  your  paper  on  Dec.  10,  criticising  Mr.  Benson's 
article,  is  as  valuable  as  his  knowledge  of  the  exter- 
mination of  the  "  wUd  peafowl  "  and  "  wild  deer 
shooting"  in  Jamaica,  he  would  have  better 
served  your  paper  if  he  had  not  wasted  his  time  by 
sending  you  such  an  unreliable  article. 

The  poor  mongoose  has  been  accused  of  a  great 
many  evil  doings,  but  in  justice  to  the  little  fellow 
I  must  say  a  good  word  for  him  this  time.  The 
mongoose  is  not  responsible  for  the  extermination 
of  the  wild  peafowl,  which  has  never  existed  in  the 
island — at  least  up  to  the  introduction  of  the 
mongoose  by  the  Hon.  B.  Espnet.  During  forty 
years  of  my  life  in  Jamaica  I  have  never  seen  any 
wild  deer — worse  luck  !  Shooting  of  wild  pigeons 
is  to  be  had  in  Jamaica,  but  only  one  experienced 
in  the  habits  of  these  birds  can  liope  to  meet  with 
any  success.— Yours  truly,       A.  P.  Sturridge. 

Kingston,  Jamaica. 


f  RAINBOWS  FEEDING|FROM  THE  HAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  somebody  has 
been  able  to  photograph  a  trout  in  the  act  of  taking 
food  from  the; human  hand,  because  now  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove  to  some  of  my  unbeheving  friends  that 
fish  stories  sometimes  are  actually  true. 

Whilst  staying  on  the  Shannon  some  few  years  ago, 
a  friend  asked  me  to  go  and  see  his  rainbow  trout, 
so  one  day  I  drove  over  to  his  demesne,  and  in  his 
garden  there  was  a  rotmd  pool  containing  several 
large  trout  —  average  weight  from  31b.  to  71b. — 
which  coUecced  together  directly  anyone  approached 
the  water,  as  they  had  been  fed  almost^daUy  with 


worms,  etc.,  being  thrown  to  them.  My  friem! 
explained  to  me  that  if  I  held  a  worm  in  my  hand 
a  trout  would  jump  up  and  take  it.  At  first  1 
thought  he  was  trying  to  ",pull  my  leg,"  but  sooner 
than  let  him  see  that  Ijwas  in  doubt  as  to  the  truth 
of  his  statement,  I  took  a  large  worm,  and,  kneeling 
down  on  the  bank  of  the  pool,  held  it  out  at  arm's 
length,  about  2in.  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Suddenly  a  large  trout,  with  a  lordly  swirl,  rushed 
up  and  seized  the  worm,  and,  in  the  eagerness  to  do 
so,  not  only  went  away  with  the  bait  offered,  but 
also  a  considerable  portion  of  the  skin  off  the 
knuckle  of  jmy  first  finger,  much  to  my  annoyance, 
but  to  the  merriment  of  my  friend,  who  had  tlus  as  a 
joke  "  up  his  sleeve." — Yours  truly, 

W.  Rous  Kemp. 
[There  is  no  doubt  that  rainbows  are  very  quick, 
bold  fish.  I  doubt  whether  any  Salmo  fario  would 
jump  out  of  the  water  to  take  food  from  the  hand. 
Of  course,  2in.  is  not  much  of  a  jump  for  any  trout. 
— Ed.] 


RESTOCKING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — It  seems  a  thousand  pities  we  cannot 
get  the  restocking  of  the  Thames  with  trout  taken 
up  in  real  earnest.  Perhaps  the  simplest  plan  would 
be  for  each  weir  district  to  have  its  own  local  sub- 
scription fist,  and  let  each  vie  with  the  other  in 
obtaining  as  large  a  subscription  as  possible.  To  be 
of  any  use  at  least  500  trout  (1000  being  better),  not 
vmder  two  years  old,  should  be  placed  in  every  weir 
stream  each  season  for  several  consecutive  years. 
But  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  enable  such  a  heavy, 
restocking  there  must  be  some  compensation  in 
providing  trout  fishing  for  the  subscribers. 

The  simplest  plan  would  be  to  get  the  size  limit  for 
takeable  trout  diminished  to,  say,  lib.,  but  only  for 
those  fish  taken  with  the  fly,  leaving  those  taken 
with  spinning  or  hve-baiting  to  be  as  of  old — 
namely,  31b.  or  over.  This  plan  might  induce  a  much 
larger  mmiber  to  subscribe  for  the  placing  of  trout 
in  the  weir  streams.  The  apparent,  and  perhaps  the 
real,  diminution  in  the  size  of  jack  or  pike  of  late 
years  would  make  it  now  more  than  ever  a  good 
time  to  restock  with  trout.  It  might  also  be  possible 
to  get  the  portions  of  the  river  between  the  weir  and 
where  it  rejoins  below  the  lock  gates  placed  vmder  a 
special  permit  for  trout  fishing  under  the  Thames 
Conservancy  at  such  charge  as  would  not  hit  hard 
any  fisherman — say,  2s.  6d.  for  the  season. 

I  think  that  such  weir  districts  as  Teddington, 
Moulsey,  Srmbury,  Weybridge,  and  Chertsey  ought 
to  be  able  to  have  a  large  subscription  for  their 
respective  districts,  if,  as  I  say,  some  return  is  made 
in  the  way  of  fly  fishing  for  smaller  trout  than  the 
present  regulations  allow. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Kingston  Barton. 


FISHING  NEAR  NORWICH  IN  APRIL 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  let  me  know  as  to  any 
fishing  to  be  got  near  Norwich  during  April.— 
Yours  truly,  Izaak. 


MR.  BEN  ABRAHAMS'  COMPETITIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  competitions 
which  are  occasionally  organised  by  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams,  I  wish  to  refer  to  what  was  printed  in 
your  Thames  note  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
and  Mr.  James  Hennings,  both  of  Kingston,  fished 
in  the  last  big  competition  at  Windsor,  and  both  of 
us  won  prizes  ;  subsequently  we  were  summoned 
to  attend  a  committee  meeting  at  the  Red  Lion, 
Westbourne-terrace,  Harrow-road,  as  objection  was 
raised  to  our  taking  the  prizes  we  had  won.  At 
our  own  expense  we  attended  the  meeting,  and 
various  questions  were  put  to  us  as  to  where  we 
fished — I  replied,  "  Within  the  boundaries."  They 
could  not  give  me  any  reason  for  disqualifying  my 
fish,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  simply  because 
I  knew  the  Hennings.  Mr.  James  Hennings,  I  may 
say,  won  the  first  prize,  and  the  only  objection  to 
his  fish  was  that  they  were  "  slimy."  Now,  sir,  I 
should  like  this  letter  published,  so  that  the  reflection 
upon  my  character  shall  be  cleared.  I  may  add 
that  in  order  to  show  the  other  competitors  the 
qualifications  of  Mr.  J.  Hennings  and  myself  as 
anglers,  I  wrote  for  tickets  on  Feb.  14  to  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams,  to  fish  in  the  competitions  in  the  tideway 
on  Sunday  next,  and  enclosed  the  money  for  same. 
On  Feb.  15  I  received  the  following  reply  : — "  Dear 
Sir, — Mr.  Abrahams  being  away,  I  have  to  return 
cash  ;  you  had  better  see  him  Simday  in  reference 
to  same. — Yours  obediently,  Mrs.  Abrahams."  I 
wonder  if  all  applicants  for  tickets  on  Feb.  14  had 
their  money  returned,  or  is  it  because  Mr.  Hemiings 
and  I  are  imattached  to  any  club  that  we  are  treated 
Uke  this  ? — Yours  truly,  T.  Gibbs. 

130,  Canbury  Park-road,  Kingston. 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Dinner. 

An  account  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  will  be  found  in  our  pages.  . 
Of  all  the  many  pleasant  affairs  of  the  kind  I 
think  it  was  one  of  the  pleasantest.  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  delighted  everybody,  and  everybody  -was 
glad  to  kno-tp  from  his  own  lips  that  he,  our  chair- 
man, had  had  a  delightful  evening.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  and  the  members  of  the  dinner 
committee,  deserve  general  thanks  for  the  arrange- 
ments. The  musical  programme  was  excellent, 
and  I  heard  nothing  but  praise  of  the  menu  pro- 
vided by  the  Hotel  Cecil. 

Dr.  Heintz's  Record  Salmo  Hucho. 

Dr.  Heintz  writes  : — 

"  Dear.  Mr.  Marston, — Your  note  is  so  correct 
a  translation  of  my  letter  that  I  have  nothing  to 
correct,  but  I  should  like  to  refer  to  your  reply  as 
regards  big  fish  acting  as  my  record  huchen  did. 
I  was  well  aware  that  large  fish,  especially  salmon, 
when  hooked  on  fly  often  sulk,  that  is,  keep  to  one 
place  in  the  bed  of  the  river  and  cannot  be  moved 
by  any  pressure  one  dare  expose  the  tackle  to. 
But  kindly  remember  that  one  cannot  use  the  same 
amount  of  force  with  fly-rod  and  tackle  as  with  stout 
spinning  rod  and  tackle.  It  has  often  happened  to 
rne  that  a  big  huchen  has  sulked  at  the  bottom 
with  his  head  under  a  stone  or  sunlcen  root,  so  that 
for  some  minutes  I  could  not  move  him,  but  my 
record  huchen  swam  free,  or  else  he  could  not  have 
made  those  continual  jerky  movements  when  he 
moved  perhaps  a  yard  at  a  time  only.  Again,  fish 
which  wedge  themselves  firmly  under  some  pro- 
jecting rock  or  root  make  no  movement  to  speak  of, 
and  it  is  only  a  gentle  tug  now  and  then  which 
shows  the  fish  is  still  on.  Therefore,  what  I  wished 
to  know  was,  if  cases  are  known  where  a  large 
fish,  in  the  free  stream,  on  a  smooth  river-bed,  has 
so  long  withstood  every  attempt  to  move  him  ■with 
a  fowerful  rod  and  strong  tackle.    I  am  much 


obliged  to  you  for  the  advice  to  keep  a  few  stonc^s 
in  my  boat  to  use  in  {^ase  of  need.  I  knew  that  this 
dodge  is  successful  at  times,  but  it  had  not  occin-rcd 
to  me  that  I  should  want  to  try  it — I  shall  be  better 
prepared  in  future.  I  regret  to  say  the  weather 
has  been  most  unfavourable  for  huchen  fisliing 
almost  the  whole  winter,  very  stormy  and  icy  cold,  so 
that  it  has  been  quite  a  rare  chance  to  get  a  suit- 
able day  ;  in  fact,  after  telegraphing  to  my  boatman, 
I  have  had  to  cancel  the  engagement  or  fish  without 
a  chance  of  doing  anything. — Yours  very  truly. 

"  Dr.  Heintz." 

I  thmk  salmon  anglers  and  mahseer  anglers  must 
often  have  had  fish  which  acted  as  Dr.  Heintz's  did 
— after  all,  he  only  had  it  on  for  about  six  minutes 
altogether. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  I  had  a  note  from 
Sir  W.  H.  Ru.s.sell  in  which  he  says : — "  I  read  in 
your  Gazette  the  account  of  Dr.  Karl  Heintz's 
struggle  with  a  monster  fish  m  the  Inn  last  January, 
and  I  am  in  hopes  that  you  will  be  able  to  inform 
me  what  the  fish  which  was  victorious  on  that 
occasion  would  be  called  in  English,  for  I  confess 
that  I  do  not  recognise  it  by  the  name  of  '  huchen.' 
I  know  that  '  hucho '  is  the  German  name  of  a  large 
river  trout,  and  that  '  huchen  '  in  the  plural  would 
be  used  to  signify  two  or  more  of  the  species,  but, 
although  at  the  Koenig  See  enormous  specimens  are 
preserved  in  the  houses,  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
seen  anything  like  Dr.  Heintz's  50-pounders.  Can 
you  kindly  give  me  the  title  of  his  book,  anyway  ?  "' 

The  fish  in  question,  I  can  tell  Sir  William,  is 
the  Salmo  hucho — I  call  it  "  huchen,"  even  when 
speaking  of  but  one  fish,  as  Dr.  Heintz  does  so  ;  so 
I  presume  that  the  word  huchen  is  used  as  the  name 
of  the  fish  both  in  the  singular  and  plural.  The  title 
of  Dr.  Heintz's  most  valuable  and  interesting  work 
is  "  Der  Arigelsport  im  Siisswasser "  (angling  in 
fresh  water),  and  I  can  strongly  recommend  it  to 
Dr.  Russell,  and  to  any  other  angler  who  reads 
German.  I  gave  an  illustrated  notice  of  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  18,  1903.  It  is  published  in 
Munich  by  the  firm  of  Oldenbourg.  Dr.  Heintz  will 
be  glad  to  see  the  story  of  the  fish  he  lost  has  inte- 
rested one  of  the  fii'st  and  most  famous  of  war 
correspondents. 


The  Norwegian  Salmon  La'ws. 

It  appears  of  excellent  augury  for  the  proposed 
Norwegian  salmon  law  that  the  clauses  main- 
taining the  present  limit  of  size  of  net  mesh  and 
for  giving  a  universal  weeklv  close  time  of  three 
days  should  have  been  passed. 

It  gives  reason  to  hope  that  the  members  of  the 
Storthing  have  realised  the  impolicy  of  permitting, 
as  was  suggested  by  Heir  Dahl,  the  kilhng  of 
smolts,  and  of  reducing  the  stock  of  grown 
salmon  till  the  catch  by  the  netsmen  scarcely 
paid  the  labour  of  making  it. 

Of  the  parties  concerned,  none  have  greater 
interest  in  the  maintenance  of  a  full  supply  of 
mature  fish  than  have  the  netsmen,  as  they  have, 
and  always  will  have,  the  lion's  share  of  it. 

In  the  report  to  the  Storthing  made  by  the 
Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association,  it  was 
with  great  tact  shown  that  a  live  salmon  in  the 
river  was  of  greater  value  than  a  dead  one  on  a 
fishmonger's  stall,  and  paradoxical  as  the  statement 
may  appear,  it  is  correct  to  a  degree  greater 
perhaps  than  the  author  fully  realised,  for  in 
addition  to  the  higher  price  paid  in  rent  for  the 
live  fish  than  the  dead  is  worth,  further  money  is 
paid  to  the  country  for  attendants,  etc.,  while  in 
the  case  of  a  majority  of  the  netted  fish,  the  j)rice 
obtained  pays  but  poor  wages  for  the  labour,  and 
leaves  nothing  whatever  for  the  salmon. 


Good  Coarse  Fishing  within  Two  Hours  of 
London. 

A  friend  asks  me  if  I  can  get  him  some  offers  of 
good  coarse  fishing  to  rent  within  about  two  hours 
of  London.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone 
knowing  of  such  water  either  in  river  or  private 
lake. 

Fresh  Cut  Flowers  by  Post. 

Lately  I  have  been  having  by  post  a  box  of 
fresh  cut  flowers  from  Messrs.  R.  H.  Bath,  Ltd.,  of 
the  Floral  Farms,  Wisbech,  and  they  have  given 
the  utmost  satisfaction.  On  the  receipt  of  2s., 
2s.  6d.,  or  5s.,  Messrs.  Bath  will  send  a  box  post 
free  to  any  address,  and  I  can  fuUy  endorse  what 


the  Thne.1  says,  namely :  "  The  cut  flowers  are 
beautifully  packed  ;  they  appear  upon  the  table  as 
fresh  as  if  cut  from  an  adjoining  garden."  At  this 
time  of  year  they  are  of  course  from  und(!r  glass, 
and  are  doubly  welcome. 


The  Proposed  Angling  Competition  near  Paris. 

The  editor  of  Le  Pccheur,  M.  Ph.  Linct.  writes:-  - 

"  Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Samuel  AUcock  writes  to  mo 
that  he  will  be  plea.sed  to  offer  a  prize  for  our 
International  Angling  Competition,  and  that  he 
will  bring  it  himself  to  Paris  on  Easter  Monday, 
April  24. 

"The  Silver  Trout  Angling  Club  of  London 
informs  mo  that  five  of  its  members  are  surely 
coming,  and  hopes  that  more  will  follow.  They 
offer  us  a  silver  medal  as  a  j)rize  for  the  competition. 

"The  French  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Ministre  de  1' Agriculture)  will  give  prizes,  and 
sends  an  official  delegate  to  be  present  at  the  affair. 

"  In  the  lakes  of  Ballancourt.  where  the  com- 
petition takes  place,  are  plenty  of  fish,  and  all  sorts 
of  fish,  with  exception  of  trout  and  salmon. 

"  P.S. — The  depth  of, water  is  alongside  of  three 
to  four  yards." 

What  fresh-water  fish  are  there,  except  salmon 
and  trout,  which  are  fit  to  fish  for  in  the  middle  of 
April  ?  Do  not  French  anglers  observe  any  fence 
months  ?  Anyway,  I  do  not  think  English  anglers 
want  to  encourage  competitions  for  catching  fish 
(I  dislike  them  at  any  time)  when  the  fish  are 
spawning. 


The!  Eden  Salmon  Fishery  Close  Times. 

I  have  before  me  a  copy  of  the  Eden  Fishery 
District  Bye-Laws,  dated  Carlisle,  .Jan.  1904,  and 
I  understand  that  they  have  not  been  altered  since. 
Clause  4  says : — 

"The  annual  close  season  for  salmon  in  the 
Solway  Firth,  -within  the  boundai-y  of  the  Eden 
Salmon  Fishery  District,  from  Old  Sandsfield  down- 
wards, shall  commence  on  the  10th  day  of  September 
and  end  on  the  10th  day  of  February  following, 
both  days  inclusive." 

It  appears  that  the  nets  in  the  river  begin  to 
work  on  Feb.  2,  the  nets  in  the  estuary  Feb.  11, 
and  the  rods  Feb.  16.  The  question  is.  what  part 
of  the  river  did  the  Eden  fish,  sold  in  Newcastle  in 
the  first  week  in  February,  come  from  ?  I  presume 
the  Eden  Conservators  are  satisfied  there  has  been 
no  illegal  netting. 


A  Grand  Pike. 

Mr.  Oliver  Procter  and  a,  friend  had  some  grand 
pike  fishing  recently,  all  spinning,  fifty-six  pike 
weighing  468Jlb..  one  rod  getting  thu'tv-two  fish, 
2751b;  best  fish,  31  lb.,  281b.,  18ilb.,  U^lh.,  15lb., 
and  three  of  12lb.  The  311b.  fish  measured 
3ft.  Sin.  by  2ft.  im.  The  fish  were  caught  in  the 
Midlands.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Procter  to  send  us 
some  account  of  this  fine  sport. 


Pike  and  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shakespeare,  the  fishing  -  tackle 
maker,  9,  Market-street,  Wolverhampton,  tells  me 
that  two  of  his  customers,  Mr.  S.  Price  and  the 
Rev.  F.  W.  Haden,  took  fifty-two  pike  on  Feb.  17. 
The  anglers  kept  forty-five,  and  gave  away  about 
2cwt.  of  them  to  poor  and  deserving  people  in 
Wolverhampton. 


The  3lb.  40Z.  Thames  Roach. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Allen,  at  my  request,  kindly  sent  me 
the  3lb.  4oz.  fish  about  which  there  seemed  some 
doubt,  as  far  as  one  could  judge  from  the  photograph. 
The  fish  was  found  dead,  as  already  noted  in  the 
Fishing  Ga.ette.  It  wa.=i  ret  up  by  Mr.  Tu-rell 
naturalist,  of  Boiime  End.  and  as  it  seemed  evident 
that  the  fins  had  been  doctored,  I  ^vrote  to  Mr. 
Tirrell,  and  pointed  out  that  the  dorsal  fin  seemed 
to  have  been  inserted  out  of  its  natural  position, 
and  so  made  the  fish,  which  in  every  other  respect 
was  a  roach,  look  like  a  rudd.  Mr.  Tirrell  said  the 
fish  was  in  a  very  bad  state  when  brought  to  him 
and  he  had  to  do  the  best  he  could,  and  that  the 
dorsal  fin  might  not  have  been  inserted  quite  in  the 
light  place.  I  sent  it  up  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Poulenger, 
F.R.S.,  with  this  explanition,  and  he  agrees  with 
me  that  the  fish  is  a  true  roach. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
[2J 
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ANNUAL  DINNEK  OF  THE  FLY 

FISHEKS'  CLUB. 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Tuesday 
Evening,  February  21. 


Lord  Claud  Hamilton  presided  at  the  twenty- 
first  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  The 
affair  was  in  every  way  a  great  success,  and  the 
club  was  indeed  fortunate  in  having  such  a 
charming  speaker  and  good  sportsman  as  Lord 
Claud  to  preside.  Once  again  the  dinner  com- 
mittee and  the  secretary,  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues, 
gave  everybody  satisfaction  by  their  admirable 
arrangements  and  the  musical  entertainment  they 
provided. 

'  Among  those  present  were  : — Alfieri,  B. ;  Allen, 
W.  C.  ;  Allen,  Wm.  C.  ;  Allin,  Rev.  John ;  Arnold, 


men,  long  may  His  Majesty  live,  and  long  may  it 
be  our  privilege  to  regard  him  as  a  leader  amongst 
gentlemen  and  sportsmen  !  I  give  you  the  health 
of  the  King. 

The  toast  was  honoured  by  the  singing  of  the 
"National  Anthem." 

The  Chairman  then  rose  to  propose  "The  Queen 
and  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales."  He  said: 
Gentlemen, — Happy  in  our  Sovereign,  we  are 
equally  happy  in  our  Queen.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  We 
loved  her  at  first  sight,  and  that  love  has  become 
intensified  during  the  many  years  she  has  lived  in 
our  midst.  I  always  myself  have  a  feeling  of  pride 
when  I  recollect  that  as  an  ensign  in  the  Grenadier 
Guards  it  was  my  privilege  to  carry  the  Colour  in 
the  guard  of  honour  which  first  welcomed  her  to 
London,  when,  as  Princess  Alexandra,  she  arrived 
here  a  few  days  >  before  her  marriage  with  his 
Majesty,  and  her  Majesty  has  been  good  enough 
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The  Chairman  was  received  with  loud  cheers  on 
rising  to  propose  the  toast  of  "The  King."  He 
said:  Gentlemen, — I  rise  to  propose  the  health  of 
His  Majesty  the  King.  No  Sovereign,  either  in  this 
country  or  in  any  other,  in  the  short  space  of  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  His  Majesty's  accession  to 
the  Throne  has  given  such  proof  of  the  qualities 
which  should  animate  the  ruler  of  a  great  people  as 
has  His  Majesty  the  King.  (Applause.)  Those 
qualities  have  endeared  him  to  his  own  subjects, 
whilst  they  have  procured  for  him  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  the  people  of  all  nations.  (Renewed 
applause.)  Whilst  upholding  the  dignity  and  the 
greatness  of  the  United  Kingdom,  His  Majesty  has 
declared  that  the  main  object  of  his  sovereignty 
is  the  preservation  of  peace — (cheers) — and  the 
furtherance  of  that  goodwill  amongst  nations  which 
is  the  only  sure  foundation  of  progress  and  of  the 
happiness  of  mankind.  (Renewed  cheers. )  But  we 
who  are  assembled  here  to-night  may  offer  our 
gratitude  to  His  Majesty  for  somewhat  different  and 
far  less  Imperial  reasons.  Ever  since  His  Majesty, 
as  Prince  of  Wales,  entered  upon  manhood  he  has 
been  the  patron  and  the  ardent  supporter  of  every 
kind  of  legitimate  sport  so  dear  to  Englishmen, 
which  in  the  past  have  tended  to  develop  those 
high  qualities  of  honour  and  fair  play,  by  the 
exercise  of  which  wc,  the  inhabitants  of  three  small 
islands,  have  been  able  to  control,  by  the  principle 
of  justice  and  humanity,  the  varied  races  which 
make  up  the  British  Empire.    (Applause.)  Gentle- 


also  never  to  forget  that  incident.  There  is  an- 
other reason  why  her  Majesty  should  still  further 
endear  herself  to  us,  for  she  is  herself  a  successful 
fly-fisher.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  know  if  you  are  all 
aware  that  the  lake  in  Buckingham  Palace  gardens 
was  stocked  with  rainbow  trout  some  two  years 
ago,  and  that  they  have  done  exceedingly  well.  So 
it  is  gratifying  to  us  to  know  that  our  Sovereign 
and  his  illustrious  consort  are  able  to  indulge  in  fly- 
fishing even  amidst  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
their  daily  state.  Of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  nothing  but  good  can  be  said.  They  perform 
their  duties  with  tact  and  ability,  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public.  We  can  truly  say  of  them 
that  their  daily  life  is  mixed  up  with  the  daily  life 
of  the  British  nation,  and  a  higher  compliment  I  do 
not  think  you  could  pay  them.  I  give  you,  gentle- 
men, the  toast  of  Queen  Alexandra  and  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales. 


The  toast  was  enthusiastically  received. 

The  Chairman  then  rose,  amidst  cheers,  to 
propose  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Fly  Fishers' 
Club."  He  said:  Gentlemen, — I  now  ask  you  to 
jom  with  me  in  doing  honour  to  the  toast  of  the 
evening.  I  confess  I  feel  somewhat  embarrassed  in 
having  charge  of  such  a  toast,  for  though  I  have 
been  an  ardent  fly-fisher  ever  since  I  was  a  child,  I 
can  lay  no  claim  either  to  notoriety  or  to  excellence 
in  regard  to  the  gentle  art.  In  fact,  I  am  afraid 
that  some  of  you,  including  Mr.  Ffennell,  will  pos- 
sibly regard  me  with  contempt  when  I  say  that  I 
am  one  of  those  who,  when  fly-fishing  is  not  to  be 
got,  is  prepared  to  tackle  fish  either  in  fresh  water 
or  in  salt  water,  by  any  means  authorised  by 
custom.  (Applause  and  laughter.)  I  have,  I  con- 
fess, acted  the  part  of  our  friend  Mr.  Popjoy,  or, 
I  think,  as  Leech  put  it,  a  stick  with  a  fool  at  one 
end  and  a  worm  at  the  other ;  and  I  remember. 


in  1867,  when  I  was  in  Parliament,  that  on  the 
eve  of  the  Derby  of  that  year  an  honourable  mem- 
ber, who  was  equally  hard  worked  with  myself  by 
Parliamentary  duties,  arranged  with  me  to  go  down 
and  spend  Derby  Day  at  Maidenhead  instead  of 
proceeding  to  the  Downs.  I  thought  it  showed 
great  prudence  on  our  part.  We  went  for  a  day's 
barbel  fishing  in  the  Thames  in  a  punt,  just  south 
of  Boulter's  Lock,  with  the  well-known  Andrews 
and  a  pot  of  beer  between  us.  (Laughter.)  But 
whilst  we  were  fishing  there,  feeling  lather  proud 
of  having  avoided  the  Downs,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  getting  a  restful  day,  a  somewhat  com- 
placent and  oily  citizen  came  by  in  a  gig  rowed  by 
two  boatmen,  and  as  he  went  by  he  said,  in  a 
contemptuous  voice,  "  Look  at  those  two  lazy 
beggars."  I  am  sure  it  made  us  feel  somewhat 
small.  (Laughter.)  But  I  am  forgetting  that  we 
have  come  here  to-night  to  talk  about  fly-fishing. 
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I  hope,  after  the  excellent  dinner  we  have  had, 
accompanied  by  the  liquid  which  has  washed  it 
down,  that  I  am  not  gomg  to  be  asked  to 
talk  about  anything  dry.  It  would  be  very 
much  out  of  place.  (Laughter.)  Of  all  sports  in 
the  world  fly  fishing  strikes  me  as  one  which  clings 
to  a  man  who  is  fairly  proficient  in  the  art  longer 
than  any  other  kind  of  sport.  ("  Hear,  hear.") 
There  are  times,  we  must  all  admit,  as  we  get  older 
when  wading  is  out  of  the  question,  and  of  conr.-e 
that  is  a  great  sacrifice  to  many  of  us,  because  there 
are  certain  rivers  which  we  love  to  fish  which  can 
only  be  properly  tackled  by  means  of  waders.  We 
know  perfectly  well  that  not  only  is  wading  in 
advanced  age  somewhat  prejudicial  to  health,  but 
too  much  wading  in  early  days  sometimes  punishes 
us  as  we  get  between  the  ages  of  sixty  and  seventy. 
I  remember  when  I  first  entered  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  Speaker  Denison's  time,  that  he 
had  a  brother,  a  well-known  fisherman,  who 
was  his  private  secretary,  and  he  used  to  tell 
us  young  men  of  his  prowess  in  his  early 
days,  and  especially  how  he  suffered  from  acute 
rheumatism  owing  to  the  many  hours  he  had  spent 
in  waders  in  various  rivers  in  Scotland.  We  used 
to  be  very  much  impressed  by  his  stories,  but  as  we 
got  to  know  the  House  of  Commons  better  we 
learnt  that  not  only  was  he  a  great  fisherman,  but 
that  he  was  also  a  particularly  old  sportsman  in 
regard  to  the  knife  and  fork— (laughter)— and 
before  I  had  been  there  very  long  I  discovered  that 
the  rheumatism  and  the  gout  of  which  he  com- 
plained were  due  far  more  fo  the  latter  than  to  the 
former  cause.  (Renewed  laughter. )  But  the  delights 
of  fly  fishing  and  that  which  accompanies  it — the 
freedom,  the  scenery,  the  fresh  air,  and  the  absence 
of  care — bind  it  to  one  even  as  one  gets  older  in 
life,  and  I  am  convinced  that  many  of  my  audience 
feel  that  so  long  as  they  have  legs  to  stand  upon  and 
arms  that  are  capable  of  throwing  a  fly,  so  long  will 
they  adhere  to  the  sport  they  love  so  well.  (Applause. ) 
There  is  another  point  which  may  not  have  occurred 
to  you,  but  which  has  impressed  itself  upon  me. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  we  are  all  eminently 
respectable.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  We 
are  respectable  in  a  degree  which  to  my  mind  does 
not  belong  to  the  followers  of  any  other  kind  of 
sport.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  not  gamblers. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  In  the  second  place,  we  do  not 
use  bad  language— ("  Oh!  "  and  laughter)— except 
on  certain  occasions.  We  do  not  interfere  with  the 
comfort  of  other  people,  and  I  think  on  the  whole 
we  are  very  moderate  in  our  tastes.  I  do  not  think 
you  can  say  the  same  for  the  votaries  of  other 
sports.  Of  course,  I  admit  at  once  there  are 
degrees  m  fishing.  In  the  &vat  place,  I  look  upon 
fly  fishers  as  the  aristocrats  of  fishing — ("  Hear, 
hear,"  and  laughter)— I  look  upon  pike  fishers  as 
the  ordinary  public— (laughter)— and  I  regard  the 
float  fishers  as  the  residuum.  (Renewed  laughter.) 
I  claim  to  belong  to  all  three,  so  I  can 
speak  with  perfect  confidence  in  the  matter.  Now, 
I  was  brought  up  in  my  early  youth,  before  I 
became  a  fly  fisher,  to  be  a  pike  fisher,  and  at  our 
family  place,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  I  was  taught 
the  art  by  a  delightful  old  fisherman  named  Billy 
Johnson,  who  told  a  story  which  I  always  believed 
to  be  true,  and  as  I  have  never  heard  it  con- 
tradicted I  take  it  that  it  is  true ;  it  almost  rivals 
one  told  to  me  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Willie  Grenfell, 
who  is  absent,  I  regret  to  say,  this  evening.  Billy 
Johnson  said,  speaking  with  a  rich  brogue,  "My 
lord,  it  was  a  wonderful  fish  I  once  caught  when  I 
was  a  boy.  It  was  so  large  that  it  was  just  im- 
possible to  ascertain  its  weight,  and  after,  with 
some  difficulty,  killing  it  I  noticed  that  there 
was  a  great  lump  in  its  stomach.  As  I  cut 
it  open  there  was  a  mighty  rush  and  a  flapping 
of  wings,  and  away  flew  a  wild  duck ;  and, 
by  Jove,  when  I  looked  inside,  there  was  a  nest 
with  four  eggs,  and  she  had  been  after  sitting 
upon  that  nest.''  (Loud  laughter.)  That  story 
comes  from  Ireland,  and  we  all  know  that  every- 
thmg  that  comes  from  Ireland  must  be  received 
with  a  grain  of  salt.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.) 
I  must  get  back  to  my  subject,  that  of  the  Fly- 
fishers'  Club.  What  has  most  struck  me  during  the 
last  few  years  is  the  manner  in  which,  in  con- 
tradiction of  our  forefathers,  we  fish  now  with  very 
fine  tackle  and  with  such  very  small  flies.  It  is 
remarked,  I  think,  in  Ireland,  rather  than  in  Scot- 
land, how  the  tendency  has  been  for  the  thickness 
of  tackle  and  the  size  of  flies  to  dimmish.  I 
have  fished  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  in 
the  lakes  and  rivers  of  Connemara,  and  they 
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tell  me  that  thirty-five  years  ago  the  flies  there 
were  just  double  the  size  of  the  flies  at  present 
in  use,  but  I  am  sure  that  all  good  sports- 
men will  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
like  fine  tackle  and  small  flies.  ("Hear,  hear.") 
Not  only  do  they  give  you  greater  sport,  but  they 
require  greater  skill  in  landing  the  fish ;  but  un- 
doubtedly in  calm,  bright,  still  weather  they  are 
more  killing  than  the  coarser  tackle.  I  will  now 
tell  you  a  story  which  rather  goes  against  myself. 
It  happened  to  me  two  years  ago,  in  Connemara. 
I  was  fishing  in  one  of  -the  lakes,  and  whilst  we 
were  rowing  across  I  let  my  fly  trawl  behind  the 
boat — I  believe  that  is  rather  an  unsportsmanlike 
habit,  but  I  know  it  often  catches  a  fish  when  they 
won't  rise  to  the  fly — (laughter) — and  whilst  I  was 
doing  this  the  boatmen  began  to  sing  a  song  which 
I  knew  far  better  than  they  did.  So  I  said  that  as 
they  could  not  sing  it  I  would  sing  it  myself,  and 
in  my  enthusiasm,  I  let  go  my  rod.  All  of  a  sudden 
there  was  a  tremendous  whirl  and  a  noise  and  a 
splash.  Something  had  taken  my  fly  overboard  with 
my  rod,  and  I  never  saw  it  aga  n,  and  never  shall. 
(Loud  laughter. )  Well,  of  course,  some  words  ensued. 
I  was  brought  to  my  senses  by  my  friend  asking 
whether  we  were  fishing  or  playing  golf.  That  it 
was  an  vmsportsmanlike  act,  I  admit,  but  still  there 
was  pathos  about  it.  (Laughter.)  Talking  of 
small  flies  and  big  flies,  I  remember  once  being  on 
the  bridge  in  Ballyshannon,  where  the  river  runs 
strong,  and  over  which  there  is  a  very  good  cast. 
As  I  was  passmg  over,  a  gentleman — I  ascertained 
afterwards  that  he  was  a  veritable  cockney,  who 
knew  little  about  fishing — had  just  hooked  a  fish, 
and,  as  is  the  case  in  places  like  Ballyshannon, 
where  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  is  large  and 
their  occupation  small,  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
had  assembled  on  the  bridge  to  witness  the  per- 
formance. The  fish  remamed  under  water  down- 
stream, and  for  some  twenty  minutes  the 
fi.sherman  made  no  attempt  to  move  it  what- 
ever. At  last,  of  his  own  accord,  the  fish  swam 
upstream  towards  the  bridge.  The  angler 
wound  up  his  line,  and  at  last  had  the  courage  to 
bring  the  fish's  head  to  the  surface.  It  turned  out 
to  be  a  31b.  pike.  (Laughter.)  That  gentleman 
never  fished  again  on  Ballyshannon  Bridge.  (Re- 
newed laughter.)  Now  it  is  a  long  jump  to  the 
Avon,  but  there  were  two  well-known  fishermen  in 
the  past  century  who  fished  in  the  Avon  and  other 
rivers  in  Scotland — Charlie  Barrington  and  Harry 
Grey.  Barrington  told  me  this  tale  only  a  day  or 
two  ago.  As  you  know,  the  Avon  runs  somewhat 
swiftly,  though  silently,  and  the  banks  about 
Christchurch  are  in  some  instances  undermined. 
Barrington  hooked  a  very  fine  spring  fi^h — it  was 
in  the  month  of  March.  He  played  this  fish,  and 
at  last  brought  it  to  the  bank,  and  as  the  fisherman 
gaffed  it  the  bank  gave  way.  The  fisherman  fell 
into  the  river  on  top  of  the  line;  the  line  broke 
and  away  went  the  fish,  and,  of  course,  there 
were  some  of  the  usual  remarks  which  generally 
accompany  an  incident  of  that  kind,  but  of  course 
remarks  not  equal  to  those  you  hear  on  golf  links. 
(Laughter.)  A  few  minutes  afterwards  those  two 
fishermen  saw  the  handle  of  their  gaff  standing  up 
in  the  middle  of  the  river,  but  as  it  was  nightfall 
they  'went  home.  The  next  morning  they  came 
down  to  fish  in  the  same  part  of  the  river,  and 
about  a  hundred  yards  up  there  again  was  the 
handle  of  their  gaff  standing  out  of  the  water. 
They  got  a  punt  and  went  after  it.  Finally  they 
landed  the  fish,  which  had  the  gaff  in  it  all  this 
time,  handle  upright.  (Laughter.)  Such  a  case  I 
have  never  heard  of  before.  ("  Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter.)  It  is  a  still  further  run  from  the  Avon 
to  Lockie,  which  joins  the  Spean  river,  but  I 
can  teU  you  a  very  interesting  story  in  regard 
to  the  Lockie,  which  I  am  sure  none  of  you 
have  heard  before.  In  the  sixties  I  was  on . 
the  Lockie,  and  we  were  fishing  a  long  pool 
with  the  cast  at  the  top  of  the  pool  and  a  heavy 
rush  of  water  at  the  bottom.  The  man  who  was 
with  me  said,  "I  saved  a  man's  life  there  a  few 
years  ago."  I  asked  him  how,  and  who  it  was. 
He  replied,  "  It  was  John-Bright."  "  John  Bright," , 
I  said,  in  astonishment,  "what  happened?"  He 
replied,  "Well,  he  was  just  casting  at  the  head  of 
the  pool  and  overreached  himself  and  fell  in,  and 
would  have  been  a  dead  man.  I  jumped  on  that 
rock  you  see  there.  John  Bright  was  a  man  who 
always  had  lodgings  to  let  in  the  seat  of  his 
trousers,  and  as  he  came  by  I  just  gaffed  him  in 
the  seat  of  his  trousers  and  landed  him."-  (Loud 
laughter.)    "Well,"  I  said,  "you  saved  the  life  of 
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a  great  man."  "Ah,"  he  replied,  "that  is  very 
true,  but  I  lengthened  the  existence  of  a  very 
bad  politician."  (Continued  laughter.)  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  must  get  back  to  the  toast.  A 
source  of  great  anxiety  to  you,  as  well  as  to  me 
and  all  fly  fishers,  has  been  the  continual  diminution 
of  salmon  in  some  of  our  finest  rivers — ("  hear, 
hear") — and  we  have  appealed  in  vain  to  the 
authorities  to  endeavour  to  find  some  remedy  for 
this.  We  all  know  that  the  main  cause  is  the  over- 
netting  at  the  mouth  of  rivers,  and  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  unanimity  of  feeling  between  the  lower 
and  the  upper  proprietors.  I  had  great  hopes  that 
the  late  Minister  for  Agriculture,  Lord  Onslow,  who 
has  resigned  that  position  to  take  up  the  appoint- 
ment of  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  was  just  the  man  who  would  extricate 
us  from  these  difficulties  and  frame  legislation  which 
might  have  met  the  equities  of  the  case.  It  is 
a  great  misfortune,  not  only  to  agriculture  but  also 
to  the  fishing  interest,  that  Lord  Onslow  has  been 
transferred  to  another  sphere.  I  only  hope  that  in 
his  successor,  whoever  he  may  be,  we  may  find  a 
man  who  is  equally  interested  in  the  subject  and 
who  will  throw  himself,  body  and  soul,  into  the 
cause  of  those  who  angle.  ("  Hear,  hear." )  Legis- 
lation, of  course,  is  what  is  wanted  in  these  matters, 
but  we  all  know,  when  other  matters  of  more 
political  import  are  pressing,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
rouse  any  feeling  of  enthusiasm  on  this  subject  in 
the  minds  either  of  a  Government  or  of  its  sup- 
porters ;  and  I  regret,  therefore,  all  the  more  that 
we  have  lost,  at  a  very  critical  moment,  a  man 
on  whose  help  we  might  have  relied.  There 
are  many  instructions  which  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, acting  in  its  capacity  as  the  depart- 
ment overlooking  fisheries,  might  give  to  those 
who  own  trout  rivers  with  regard  to  the  breed- 
ing and  feeding  of  fish.  Much  can  be  done  by 
the  introduction  of  certain  weeds  and  animalculag 
into  rivers  to  increase  the  weight  of  trout.  I  wiU 
give  you  one  or  two  instances  which  came  under  my 
notice  in  years  gone  by.  I  went  with  a  friend  of 
mine,  in  the  seventies,  to  fish  at  the  Hoo,  in  Lord 
Caere's  park.  I  think  the  stream  which  we  fished 
in  rises  in  the  park  from  a  spring,  and  is  certainly 
less  than  half  a  mile  long.  We  caught,  on  a  hot 
day  in  June,  seven  trout  in  that  little  stream,  and 
the  average  weight  of  those  trout  was  31b.  apiece, 
something  positively  remarkable ;  but  the  bed  of 
that  river  was  simply  covered  with  fresh-water 
shrimps  and  other  animalculae.  But  what  is  more 
remarkable  is  the  experiment  ef  the  late  Jlr, 
Popham,  of  Littlecote,  on  the  Kennet.  A  por- 
tion of  the  Keimet  runs  through  the  grounds 
of  the  gardens  of  Littlecote,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Popham  fenced  off  two  ends  of  this  back- 
water in  his  garden  with  wire  netting  and  put 
in  a  trout  which  was  of  the  highest  weight  you 
catch  in  that  part  of  the  country — 3|lb.  He  had 
this  trout  fed  daily  on  the  entrails  of  chickens,  and 
in  two  years'  time  it  had  reached  the  weight  of 
101b.  That  is  an  extraordinary  instance  of  what 
you  can  do  by  feeding,  and  it  shows  that  when 
people  complain  that  trout  are  small  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  trout  themselves  but  with  the  quality 
of  the  food.  I  must,  before  sitting  do^vn,  tell  you 
a  story  about  Mr.  Popham.  He  was  a  splendid  fellow, 
and  the  owner  of  Wild  Dayrell,  a  splendid  racehoree 
wliich  won  the  Derby.  My  father  told  me  this  story, 
and  said  the  horse  was  ridden  by  a  mere  stable  groom. 
Mr.  Popham  was  a  very  small  man,  and  like  very 
small  men,  was  rather  pompous.  He  came  back  to 
Waterloo  straight  from  Epsom  after  winning  the  race, 
hired  a  hansom,  and  drove  to  his  house  in  Grosvenor- 
place.  As  he  got  out  he  handed  the  cUiver  a  five- 
pound  note.  '•  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir,  I  haven't 
got  change,"  said  the  cabby;  but  little  Popham 
drew  himself  up  to  his  full  height — ."ift.  2iii. — 
and  said:  "Cabman,  the  winner  of  the  Derby 
accepts  no  change  "  (Loud  laughter.)  Well, 
gentlemen,  a  club  like  yours,  especially  now,  as  I 
understand  it  has  got  a  club  house  and  is  therefore 
able  probably  largely  to  increase  its  membership, 
must  act  for  good  in  the  support  and  prosecution 
of  all  that  tends  towards  the  improvement  of  fly 
fishing,  both  salmon  and  trout.  I  am  sure  it  will 
do  its  best  in  that  direction,  and,  therefore,  with 
the  few  remarks  which  I  have  made,  t  have  great 
pleasure  in  giving  you  the  toast  of  "  Fly  Fishing  in 
all  its  'Various  Forms,  but  especially  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club."  (.A^pplause.) 

The  toast  was  heartily  drunk. 

The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie  (President  of  the  club) 
was  the  first  to  respond.     He  sa  d:  Lord  Claud 
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Hamilton,  it  is  my  privilege — my  undeserved  privi- 
lege— ("No,  no") — to  express  the  thanks  of  the 
club  to  you  for  the  kind  way  in  which  you  have 
proposed  this  toast,  and  to  all  those  present  for 
the  hearty  waj',  and  I  am  sure  the  sincere  way, 
in  which  they  have  drunk  it.     It  is  easy  and 
natural  to  wish  ourselves  well,  and  it  is  very 
welcome  to  us  when  our  friends  wish  us  well ;  but 
it  is  particularly  gratifying  when  those  wish  us 
well  who  not  only  have  a  right  to  express  an 
opinion  and  whose  opinion  is  worth  having  but 
who  can  express  it  so  charmingly  and  so  gracefully 
as  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  has  done.  (Applause.) 
It  ought  to  be  particularly  gratifying  to  us  as 
members  of  this  club  to  have  such  a  kind  wish 
expressed  to  us  by  Lord  Claud  Hamilton.  Our 
chairman  is  chiefly  known  to  the  world  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Great  Eastern   Railway  Com- 
pany, and    that    company   has   shown   a  good 
example  to  other  railways   by   proving   that  it 
is  possible  to  run  suburban  trains  punctually.  I 
believe  that  ninety-three  per  cent,  of  them  come 
up  to  their  journey's  end  to  time.    I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  other  railway — certainly  I  have  never 
travelled   by  one — which  can  do  the  like.  As 
Londoners  we  owe  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  that.    The  Great  Eastern  Railway 
was  also  the  pioneer  '  in  giving  cheap  tickets  to 
anglers  to  enable  them  to  get  to  the  water's  side. 
We  again'owe  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  that.    (Applause.)    Thirdly,  we  owe 
him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  kind  and,  as  I  have 
said,  the  charming  way  in  which  he  has  proposed 
the  toast  of  '''The  Fly  Fishers'  Club."    I  must  not 
anticipate  what  another  member  is  going  to  say 
later  when  he  proposes  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman," 
but  I  must  keep  to  my  own  subject,  which  is  that 
of  replying  to  the  toast  of  the  welfare  of  this  club. 
Well,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes,  the   club  has  never  been  more 
prosperous  than  during  the  past  year.    I  must  not 
trespass  on  the  subject  of  finance,  because  the 
Treasurer  will  explain  that  subject  much  better 
than  I  can  do.    It  is  unfortunate  that  the  water  on 
the  other  side  of  the  fence  always  looks  so  much 
more   attractive  than  that  in   one's  own  field. 
(Laughter.)    However,   without   saying  anything 
about  finance,  I  can   safely  say  that  in  every 
respect  we  can  congratulate   ourselves  that  the 
good  health  which  we  have  all  just  wished  our- 
selves have  been  the  portion  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  during  the   past  year.     (Applause.)  Cer- 
tainly the  number  of  members  has  steadily  con- 
tinued to  increase,  and  I  am   sure   that  their 
quality  has  not  fallen  off.    ("  Hear,  hear.")  There 
are  still  the  same  good  sportsmen  that  there  always 
have  been,  as  willing  as  ever  to  take  a  fellow 
member  by  the  hand  and  point  out  to  him  kindly 
but  candidly  how  little  he  knows  about  fly  fishing 
— (laughter) — to  show  him  how  to  make  a  fly,  to 
take  him  down  to  the  water  side  and  instruct  him 
how  to  kill  fish  with  it.    Possibly  there  are  present 
to-night  some   visitors   who   would  like   to  be 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  but  feel  that 
they  do  not  know  anything  about  angling.  Do 
not  let  that  deter  them,  because  it  is  the  con- 
viction, though,  I  admit,  not  the  commonly  ex- 
pressed conviction,  of  most  members  of  the  club 
that  most  of  the  other  members  are  in  a  similar 
position — (laughter) — and  I  am  bound  to  confess 
that  as  I  grow  older  I  begin  to  think  more  and 
more  that  so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  one  member 
is  concerned,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the 
suspicion.  (Renewed  laughter.)  Duffers  we  may  be, 
but  fly  fishers  we  are,  and  fly  fishers  we  shall  remain 
to  our  dying  day.    ("Hear,  hear.")    The  clever 
cartoon  which  my  neighbour,  Mr.  Batchelor,  has 
kindly  drawn  for  the  dinner  card — (cheers) — serves 
to  remind  me  that  there  is  another  aspect  of  the 
club's  life  and  work  which  perhaps  demands  atten- 
tion.   This  is  a  matter  on  which  there  has  been  a 
certain  amount  of  agitation  lately.    The  club  has 
always  been,  first  and  last,  a  social  club,  a  club  of 
gentlemen  interested  in  fly  fishing  ;  but  there  is  a 
growing  and  an  influential  section  among  the  mem- 
bers who  feel  that  the  club  might  usefully  extend 
its  province  a  little  further.    You  may  call  them 
Radicals    if   you  like,   or  you  may    call  them 
Protectionists,  according  to  your  point  of  view. 
They  point  out   that  there   is   a  growing  de- 
mand for  fly- casting   and    bait-casting  tourna- 
ments, that   there  have   been   two   within  the 
last  twelve   months,  and  there   is   going  to  be 
another  big  one  this  year,  and  they  contend  that 
these  tournaments  ought  to  be  carried  on  under 


some  definite  and  recognised  rules.     They  say  that 
it  is  the  function  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  as  the 
premier  angling  club  in  the  country,  to  draw  up 
some  standard  rules  for  the  conduct  of  fly-casting 
tournaments.     ("Hear,  hear.")     There  is  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  that  suggestion.    They  point  out 
that,  just  as  the  Jockey  Club  lays  down  the  rules 
— the   only  rules— under   which'  racing   can  be 
recognised  in  this  country,  and  just  as  the  M.C.C. 
lays  down  the  only  rules  under  which  cricket  can 
be  practised  in  this  country,  so  in  the  same  way 
there   is  need   that  some   club    or    society  of 
gentlemen,  who  have  no  ulterior  object  to  gain, 
^hould  lay  clown  rules  for  the  management  and  con- 
duct of  these  tournaments.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  a  considerable  feeling  among 
other  members  of  the  club,  equally  important,  and, 
perhaps,  equally  influential — at  any  rate,  the  vote 
at  the  general  meeting  ^vi\\  show  that — who  say 
that  the  analogy  with  the  Jockey  Club  and  the 
M.C.C.  is  not  a  fair  one  at  all,  because  in  those 
cases  the  club  exists  to  carry  on  the  sport  for  whinh 
they  make  the  rules,  whereas  the  Fly  Fi-*hers'  Club 
does  not  exist  to  carry  on  tournaments  which  are 
a  contest   between  man  and   man,  whereas  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  interests  itself  solely  with  the 
contest  between  man  and  fish.    It  is  therefore  con- 
tended that  the  analogy  is  not  a  soi-nd  one,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  murh  better  for  the  club 
to  confine  itself  to  what  it  always  has  confined 
itself  to,   namely,   the   purs  lit  of   salmon  and 
trout  —  fly-fishing  and  not  fly-casting.  ("Hear, 
hear.")    1  have  ventured  to  mention  this  subject 
because,  although  it  has  been  brought  forward  and 
appears  in  this  highly  suggestive  and  ingenious 
manner  on  the  menu  card,  it  is  well  that  you 
should  all  understand  that  the  club  is  not  in  any 
sense  whatever  committed  at  present  to  one  view 
or  the  other,  and  I  will  defy  you  to  find  out  from 
what  I  have  said  which  side  I  take  in  the  matter. 
(Laughter.)    What  I  want  you  as  members  to 
understand  is  that  this  is  a  new  departure  which 
ought  to  be  very  carefully  considered.     It  will 
come  before  you  at  the  annual  general  meeting  in 
a  month,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  all  attend — 
ar  least,  as  many  of  you  as  there  is  accommodation 
for  in  the   club   rooms — and  carefully  consider, 
impartially  debate,  and  definitely  settle  this  im- 
portant question.    I  need  say  very  little  more  in  ex- 
pressing our  thanks  for  the  drinking  of  this  toast. 
It  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  club,  and  I  feel 
greatly  the  honour  which  has  been  conferred  upon 
me     I  must  confess  that  in  my  year  of  olSce, 
which  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  I  have  not  per- 
sonally been  able  to  do  as  much  for  the  club  as  I 
should  have  liked  to  do,  and  certainly  nothing  to 
make  me   compare  with  the  presidents  of  past 
times.    Various  circumstances,  chiefly  unavoidable 
absences  from  London,  have  made  it  difficult  for 
me  to  attend  regularly  to  the  business  of  the  club, 
and,  therefore,  if  I  can  claim  any  credit  at  all  it 
will  have  to  be  the  highly  negative  credit  that  I 
have  not  interfered  with  the  prosperous  manage- 
ment of  the  club.    (Laughter.)    I  suppose  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  merit  in  the  negative  service 
of  not  having  done  any  harm.    ("Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter.)    I  am  reminded  of  a  good  story  that  I 
think  I  might  mention.    It  is  of  a  young  relative 
of  some  friends  of  mine  who  was  lately  sent  up 
to  London  to  make  his  fortune.    He  wrote  home, 
after  he  had  been  going  up  and  down  to  business  a 
fortnight  or  so,  telling  his  father  that  he  was  getting 
on  first-rate,  and  so  far  had  managed  to  save  £5  a 
day.  This  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  father, 
wlio  inquired  how  he  had  done  it,  and  he  found 
that  it  was  by  not  pulling  the  communication  cord 
in  the  train  which  conveyed  him   to  business. 
(Loud  laughter.)    I  think  1  may  quote  that  story 
as  a  justification  of  my  point  of  view  that  some- 
times negative   service  has  its  value.    ("  Hear, 
hear,"  and  laughter.)  At  any  rate,  the  only  service 
which  I  claim  to  have  rendered  the  club  is  that  I 
have  done  it  at  any  rate  no  harm  ;  and  I  th'nk  in 
the  same  spirit  I  had  better  cvt  these  scattered 
remarks  short  by  not  taking  up  your  time  any 
longer.     I  again  thank  Lord  Cla  ;d  Hamilton  for 
the  kind  way  in  which  he  proposed  the  toast. 
(Applause. ) 

Mb  R.  B.  Marston  (Hon.  Treasurer)  also  re- 
sponded. He  said :  My  lord  and  gentlemen, — 
This  is  the  twenty -fourth  occas  on  on  which  I  have 
had  to  speak  of  the  financial  position  of  the  club. 
At  the  present  time  our  membership  exceeds  four 
hundred.    It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  t^e 


club  that  that  can  be  said,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  During  the 
p^st  year  we  have  been  able  to  pay  ofl:  the 
debentures  whirh  we  had  to  raise  in  order  to  cover 
the  cost  of  furnishing  our  dub-rooms,  and  that,  I 
think,  is  another  very  satisfactory  matter.  ("  Hear, 
hear.")  In  addit'on,  we  have  a  very  good  balance 
at  the  bank.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  I  have  to  acknow- 
ledge, on  behalf  of  the  club,  gifts  from  som-?  of 
our  members,  including  the  gift,  by  Mr.  Graham 
Clarke,  of  two  of  his  own  paintings  of  a 
salmon  angler  at  work  fi  hing  the  Wye.  These 
paintings  are  now  exhibited  in  the  club-rooms. 
Mr.  A.  Batchelor,  who  kindly  designed  this  ex- 
cellent meiru  card  for  us,  has  also  presented  the 
club  -with  a  charming  little  reed- war  bier's  nest, 
with  gut  cast  and  May  Fly  neatly  wo'ked  into  it  by 
the  bird.  Mr.  J.  Andrew  Clarke  has  given  us  a  copy 
of  "Memoirs  of  the  Months."  Mr.  Edmonds,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  has  presented  a  fine 
stuffed  otter  in  a  case,  and  Colonel  Haggard  has 
sent  us  "His  Canadian  Girl."  One  of  our  oldest 
members,  my  father— the  "  Amateur  Angler  "— 
(cheers) — who  is  unable  to  be  present  this  evening, 
has  asked  me  to  convey  the  following  message  to 
you.  The  "Amateur  Angler"  wishes  me  to  say 
that  from  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  club  the 
annual  dinner  had  always  been  for  him  a  pleasure 
to  look  forward  to,  and  he  regrets  now  to  be 
obliged  to  say  that  fourscore  "footprints  on  the 
sands  of  time  "  block  the  way  for  him.  His  dining 
out  days  are  over,  but  he  looks  for  many  good 
angling  days  yet  to  come.  (Cheers.)  He  wishes 
everyone  of  you  all  the  pleasure,  the  happmess, 
the  good  sport,  and  all  the  other  good  things  which 
are  the  peculiar  and  special  privileges  of  all  good 
anglers,  and  that  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  may  contmue 
to  flourish  for  many  years  to  come.  (Applause.) 
I  should  just  like  to  relate  one  little  story  which 
was  sent  to  me  the  other  day  by  a  correspondent. 
Instead  of  putting  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  told 
him  I  should  like  to  keep  it  for  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  dinner.  It  is  an  instance  of  the  extension  of 
the  art  of  dry  fly  fishing  in  the  far  North  of  Scot- 
land. My  correspondent  says :  "This  may  interest 
dry-fly  fishermen,  and  was  certainly  a  new  light  on 
the  subject  to  me.  Last  August  I  was  fishing  on  a 
river  in  Scotland,  where  the  dry-fly  is  not  in 
common  use.  The  porter  at  the  railway  station 
told  me  that  some  angler  had  been  lately  successful 
in  making  a  good  basket.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew 
what  the  fish  had  been  caught  with.  To  my  as- 
tonishment he  told  me,  '  Oh,  he  catches  them  wi' 
paraffin,  the  same  as  you  do,  sir.'  "  (Laughter.) 
I  thought  that  was  a  very  good  instance  of 
the  extension  of  the  art  of  dry-fly  fishing  to 
Scotland.  Our  friend,  the  President,  referred  to  the 
matter  of  tournaments.  I  am  sure  the  club  will 
not  expect  me  to  express  any  opinion  on  that 
point  to-night,  as  it  is  coming  up  at  the  annual 
general  meeting,  but  I  hope  all  those  who  are  here 
to-night  will  carefully  consider  the  matter  because 
it  is  an  important  one,  and  whether  the  club  goes 
on  with  it  or  not  depends  on  the  decision  of  the 
general  meeting.  In  the  name  of  the  club  I  again 
thank  you  for  the  kind  way  in.  which  the  toast  was 
received. 

Me.  L.  J.  Graham-Clarke,  in  proposing  the 
toast  of  "  Our  Guests,"  said  :  My  lord  and  gentle- 
men,— -I  very  much  wish,  as  a  new  member,  that 
this  task  had  been  placed  in  more  able  hands,  but, 
whatever  my  shortcomings  may  be,  I  feel  confident 
that  the  cordiality  and  enthusiasm  with  which  you 
will  receive  the  toast  will  not  sufier  thereby. 
Among  those  who  have  favoured  us  with  their 
presence  to-night  are  gentlemen  distinguished  in  art 
and  science,  in  literature  and  jjolitics.  Sportsmen 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  have  come  to  join  our 
gathering — gentlemen  of  different  professions,  of 
different  pursuits,  men  of  different  tastes  and 
talents,  but  all  united  in  their  interest  in,  and  love 
for,  the  fascinating  and  subtle  art  of  fly-fishing. 
Various  are  the  phases  of  our  entrancing  art.  which 
add,  by  the  skiU  and  knowledge  required  for  each, 
to  the  charm  of  angling.  It  is  now  fifty  years 
since  I,  as  a  boy  of  thirteen,  landed  my  first 
salmon,  and  yet  1  am  sorry  to  say  it  was  only  last 
year  that  I  had  the  good  sense  to  become  a  member 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  When  I  think  of  the 
kindnesses  and  cordiality  extended  to  me  as  a  new 
member,  when  I  think  of  the  pleasant  acquaint- 
ances— I  hope  I  may  say  friendships — ("hear,  hear") 
— that  I  have  formed  within  its  walls,  when  I 
think  of  these  things,  I  look  with  the  keenest 
regret  on  that  wasted  half-century — wasted,  if  I 
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may  say  so,  in  the  sense  that  for  many  years  of 
that  time  I  might  have  been  a  member  of"  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Gub.  I  would,  therefore,  say  to  our 
guests,  do  not  let  that  regret  be  yours.  ("Hear, 
hear.")  Let  me  hope  that  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  club  we  may  see  as  members  many 
that  we  meet  here  to-night  as  guests.  ( "Hear,  hear." ) 
I  will  not  detain  you  by  enlarging  on  the  very 
great  pleasure  that  it  has  given  the  Fly  Fishera' 
Club  to  welcome  so  large,  so  distinguished,  and  so 
representative  a  gathering,  but  will  ask  you  to 
demonstrate  j'our  welcome  by  joining  me  in 
drinking  to  the  health  of  our  guests,  coupled  with 
the  name  of  Mr.  Guy  Stephenson. 

Mr.  Guy  Stephenson,  in  replying  to  the  toast, 
said:  My  lord  and  gentlemen, — I  can  truthfully 
say  that  I  am  quite  appalled  by  the  honour  thrust 
upon  me  in  my  being  asked  to  respond  for  lhe 
guests  this  evening.  I  was  going  to  say  that  if  I 
had  known  I  should  have  been  asked  to  do  that  I 
should  not  have  come,  but  I  will  not  say  that, 
because  I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  with  you  this 
evening,  and  I  must  say  I  have  enjoyed  myself 
very  much.  ("Hear,  hear.")  I  hope  that  my 
fellow  guests  have  had  as  pleasant  a  time  as  I 
have.  I  feel  that  in  a  way  I  have  some  justifi- 
cation to  reply  to  this  toast,  inasmuch  as  I  am 
myself  a  very,  very  keen  fly-fisher.  ("  Hear,  hear.") 
But  though  I  throw  a  fly  a  great  deal,  to  adopt  an 
expression  used  in  formal  documents  by  members 
of  my  profession,  I  throw  what  purports  to  be  a 
dry  fly.  (Loud  laughter.)  It  is  seldom  as  dry  as 
I  could  wish;  in  fact,  it  is  uncommonly  wet  as 
a  rule.  ( Laughter. )  Our  noble  chairman  to-night 
has  alluded  to  the  Avon.  I  know  a  bit  of  that 
river  well,  and  f  can  confidently  state  that  no  man 
has  put  down  more  trout  in  the  Avon  with  a 
splash  than  I  have.  ( Laughter. )  I  do  it  on  most 
Saturdays  in  June,  and  1  never  seem  to  tire  of  it. 
(Renewed  laughter. )  But  the  number  that  I  catch 
is  somewhat  limited.  That  is  the  advantage  of 
fly  fishing.  You  get  as  much  enjoyment  out  of  it 
if  you  are  a  duffer  like  I  am  as  you  do  if  you  are 
as  skilful  as  the  members  of  this  club.  I  S2)ent 
four  days  last  August  in  flogging  the  Findhorn,  I 
will  not  say  quite  without  result,  becaiise  I  caught 
what  I  believed  to  be  the  biggest  fish  that  ever 
a  fisherman  caught  in  that  river  until  a  closer 
inspection  of  it  convinced  me  that  my  anticipa- 
tions were  not  exactly  realised.  What  haj^pened 
was  this.  I  hooked  a  fish  and  thought  it  was 
at  least  501b.,  and  the  local  minister,  who  happened 
to  be  looking  on,  said,  "Mon.  that's  a  big  fish." 
I  though  it  was,  too,  but  it  turned  out,  after  forty- 
five  minutes,  that  it  was  hooked  foul  in  the  stomach, 
and  it  was  not  anything  like  as  big  as  I  thought  it 
was.  (Laughter.)  But  I  got  a  vast  amount  of 
pleasure  out  of  it,  and  I  feel  quite  as  proud  as  if  I 
had  caught  a  40-pounder.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter.)  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members  of 
this  club,  on  behalf  of  the  guests,  for  the  excellent 
dinner  they  have  given  us  and  for  the  extraordinarily 
pleasant  evening  we  have  spent.  I  feel  that  I  shall 
be  voicing  the  sentiments  of  all  of  them  if  I  say 
that;  and,  what  is  more,  it  is  not  humbug,  it  is 
perfectly  true.  My  lord  and  gentlemen,  we  thank 
you. 

After  a  song  had  been  rendered. 

The  Chairman  said :  We  are  a  set  of  jolly  dogs 
here  to-night,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  we  have 
got  a  veritable  whistler  among  us — not  the  artist 
of  that  name,  but  a  gentleman  endowed  by  Pro- 
vidence with  great  liptical  power.  It  is  the  same 
gentleman  who  foully  hooked  that  salmon  in  the 
Findhorn  river,  and,  with  your  permission,  I  will 
call  upon  him  to  give  us  an  example  of  his  whistling 
powers. 

Mr.  Guy  Stephenson  then  contributed  a  cleverly- 
executed  whistling  solo,  which  was  loudly  applauded. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Gribble,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grenfell,  M.P.,  proposed  the  last  toast — that  of 
"The  Chairman."  He  said:  My  lord,  brother  fly 
fishers,  and  friends, — I  feel  that  an  apology  is  due 
to  you  for  my  appearance  as  a  speaker  this  evening. 
The  best  explanation  I  can  give  is  to  read  this 
document,  dated  to-day:  "Dear  Mr.  Skues, — An 
important  division  is  expected  at  the  House 
about  Ireland  to-night,  so  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
possibly  come  to  the  dinner.  Please  make  my 
apologies.  With  sincere  regrets  to  the  Chairman, 
yours  truly,  W.  H.  Grenfell."  I  am  sure  we  all 
most  sincerely  join  with  Mr.  Grenfell  in  those 
regrets,  no  one  more  sincerely  than  myself.  Mr. 
Edmonds  asked  me  to  take  Mr.  Grenfell's  place  and 
propose  this  toast.    I,   of  course,  said  it  was 


ridiculous,  but  Mr.  Edmonds  pointed  out  that  my 
name  and  the  name  of  the  ecntlcman  who  was  to 
have  proposed  the  toast  begins  with  the  letters 
"  Gr,"  and  therefore,  he  said,  I  was  the  man  to  be 
called  upon.  (Laughter,)  It  is.  of  course,  impos- 
sible for  me  to  stand  oratorioally  in  the  shoes  of 
Mr.  Grenfell,  and  the  knowledge  that  T  was  to  spoak 
has  quite  spoilt  my  dinner,  especially  as  I  was  to 
be  called  upon  to  propose  so  important  a  toast  as 
that  of  our  noble  chairman.  In  thinking  over 
what  I  should  say,  T  recalled  the  various  questions 
which  have  been  raised  in  committees  from  time  to 
time  as  to  the  qualifications  of  those  who  were  to  be 
invited  to  preside  over  our  dinners.  I  thought  of  the 
qualities  which  we  have  al-ways  considered  necessary. 
The  first  thing  we  have  always  felt  is  that  we  want 
a  gentleman  of  tact  to  prevent  dis.sensions,  which 
frequently  arise  after  dinner,  from  taking  too 
prominent  a  form.  Then  we  want  also  a  man  of 
kindliness  and  geniality,  who  Mill  promote  that 
happy  spirit  ^\  hich  ought  to  prevail,  and  which  we 
all  desire  should  prevail,  at  this  dinner.  We  want 
a  man  with  a  knowledge  of  spovt,  so  that  he  may 
be  in  sympathy  with  all  of  us  and  those  honoured 
friends  of  ours  who  are  likewise  admirers  of  sport. 
We  want  a  man  with  knowledge  of  the  world,  who 
will  know  how  far  credulity  can  be  carried — 
(laughter) — and  who  is  capable  of  putting  a  stop  to 
fishermen's  stories  which  might  pass  that  point. 
We  want  also  a  name  which  will  ensure  with 
certainty  that  he  has  all  tho.se  qualities;  and 
I  think  this  evening  we  have  succeeded  in 
securing  one  who  fills,  and  more  than  fills,  all 
the  requisites  I  have  named.  (Applause.)  The 
name  of  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  happens  to  have 
been  familiar  to  me  from  my  early  youth.  I  saw  him 
first  nearly  forty-five  years  ago,  when  he  had  just 
left  schorl.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  ever  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  again  till  I  saw  him  to-night 
in  the  anteroom.  With  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
the  silvering  of  his  locks,  I  notice  no  additional  age 
in  his  lordship  from  the  time  when  I  first  saw  him 
till  now.  The  name  which  he  bears  is  one  of  a 
family  renowned  alike — the  ladies  for  their  beauty 
and  amiability,  the  men  for  theirmanhness,  geniality, 
and  universal  popularity — and  I  think  in  that 
respect  again  we  have  achieved  a  great  success  in 
the  choice  of  o\ir  chairman.  (Applause.)  With 
regard  to  Lord  Claud  Hamilton's  career  I  can  speak 
of  what  his  record  was  at  school,  for  I  was  there  just 
after  him.  It  was  the  same  as  it  is  this  evening. 
He  passed  through  Parliament,  and  succeeded  to  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railwav — as  to 
which  I  think  I  'owe  a  grudge  to  my  friend.  Mr.- 
Mackie,  who  had  no  business  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  that  undertaking,  but  ought  to  have  left  it  to 
me— (laughter)— and  I  may  say  I  have  been  struck 
by  the  great  powers  of  mind  which  a  man  must 
possess  who  is  not  trained  to  business,  but  by 
powers  of  concentration,  work,  common-sense, 
and  tact  is  able  to  control  such  a  mighty  under- 
taking as  the  Great  Eastern  Railway.  ("Hear, 
hear.")  Without  further* words,  I  ask  you  to  join 
me  in  drinking  the  health  of  our  esteemed 
chairman. 

The  toast  having  been  accorded  musical  honours. 
The  Chairman  rose  to  reply,  receiving  an 
ovation.  His  Lordship  said:  I  am  exceedingly 
grateful  to  you  for  the  very  kind  and  cordial 
manner  in  which  you  have  received  the  toast  of 
my  health.  I  recollect  when  Mr.  Gribble  and 
myself  were  schoolfellows,  though  he  says  he 
came  after  me— I  am  not  quite  sure  about  the 
date,  and  possibly  he  is  right.  We  were  both 
schoolfellows  on  that  grand  old  hill  which  proudly 
looks  down  upon  the  swamp  which  we  used  to  call 
Eton  College.  (Laughter.)  At  all  events,  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  Mr.  Gribble  and  myself 
I  ear  testimony  to  the  healthy  influences  of  Harrow 
School.  ("Hear,  hear.")  We  are  both  forty,  if 
not  more,  years  older  than  we  were  when  we  left 
that  school,  and  I  think  there  is  a  bit  of  a  kick  left 
in  both  of  us.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  I 
thank  Mr.  Gribl  le  and  also  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie 
for  the  remarks,  which  were  quite  uncalled  for, 
which  they  made  with  regard  to  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway.  I  will  not  detain  you  on  such  a  subject 
as  that  beyond  saying  this,  that  there  is  no  doubt 
the  punctuality  of  that  company  has  set  an  example 
which  might  well  be  followed  by  every  railway 
company  having  their  termini  in  London.  The  main 
secret,  to  my  mind,  of  that  punctuality  is  this,  that 
the  heads  of  a  gi-eat  institution  should  learn  to  treat 
their  subordinates  as  reasonable  human  beings, 
possessed  of  intelligence,  and  not  as  automatons. 


If  you  once  make  those  who  serve  under  you  feel 
that  they  are  important  fac;tors  in  carryin;!;  out  the 
daily  work  of  a  great  institution  you  bring  to  the 
surface  those  latent  qualities  wiiich  tiiey  po.ssess  in 
a  higher  or  lesser  degree ;  you  bring  out  their  full 
usefulness,  and  they  are  proud  to  render  such 
services  as  they  can  in  furtherance  of  the  business 
of  the  undertaking  of  which  they  are  members. 
That  has  been  the  secret,  I  believe,  of  the  punctuality 
and  good  service  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway. 
I  can  a.ssure  you  I  greatly  apj)reciate  the  compli- 
ment your  committee  paid  me  in  asking  me  to 
preside  at  this  function  to-night.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  a  fisherman  who  possesses  any 
notoriety  such  as  would  justify  my  choice  as  your 
chairman,  but  I  and  my  family  have  all  been  to  a 
lesser  or  gieater  degree  sportsmen,  and  I  hope  up 
to  the  time  of  our  death  we  shall  continue  so. 
That  is  the  foundation  of  a  great  deal  that  is  noble 
and  great  in  the  English  character,  and  whenever 
spoitsmen  come  together,  as  they  have  done 
to-night,  they  are  sure  of  passing  an  agreeable  and 
pleasant  evening.  (Ap^^lause.) 

During  the  evening  a  capital  musical  programme 
was  gone  through  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  James 
A.  Brown,  to  which  the  following  artists  con- 
tributed: Miss  Esme  Atherden,  Miss  Carrie 
Herwin,  Mr.  Arthur  Helmore,  and  Mr.  Bertram 
Mills.    Mr.  Charles  ilarshall  presided  at  tlie  piano. 


"  PEAESON'S  ANTISEPTIC." 


The  Pearson  Antiseptic  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  254a,  High 
Holborn,  send  us  samples  of  their  "  Antiseptic  "  dis- 
infecting fluid,  which  they  claim  to  be  a  non- 
poisonous  disinfectant,  deodoriser,  and  germicide. 
Carbolic  acid  is  dangerous  stuff  to  have  about  any 
premises,  and  it  is  a  good  thing  to  know  that  Pear- 
son's Antiseptic  is  just  as  efficacious  without  being 
dangerous  ;  you  can  use  a  drop  or  two  safely  in  a 
glass  of  water  as  a  mouth  wash,  or  have  your  stables 
or  kennels  washed  down  with  it.  We  only  wish  that 
anglers  who  send  us  fish  for  examination  in  warm 
weather  or  at  any  time  would  wrap  them  in  cloth 
treated  with  this  antiseptic,  say  a  teaspoonful  to  a 
pint  of  water.  It  is  a  safe  antidote  for  the  bites  of 
flies,  bees,  wasps,  etc.,  an  excellent  wash  for  animals, 
horses,  dogs,  etc.  The  same  company  make  a  very 
l^leasant  antiseptic  toilet  soap,  which  lathers  quickly 
and  lasts  well. 


MESSES.  JOHN  G.  WEBB  &  CO.'S 
MINEEAL  WATBES.  . 

In  1821  Mr.  J.  G.  Webb,  of  the  Islington  Green 
Mineral  Water  Works,  held  a  wan-ant  of  ap^iointment 
to  supply  King  George  IV.  At  that  time  manufac- 
turers of  mineral  waters  were  as  rare  as  to-day  they 
are  numerous  ;  in  fact,  so  numerous  are  they  and  in 
too  many  cases  so  badly  conducted  that  some 
stringent  inspection  of  mineral  water  manufactories 
is  urgently  needed.  With  a  firm  of  Messrs.  Webb's 
standing  there  is  no  fear  that  the  innocent  sparkling 
aerated  water  you  are  taking  is  alive  with  deadly 
bacteria,  as  is  the  case  with  much  of  that  bottled  in 
slums  in  the  lowest  part  of  our  to«Tis,  and  sold  under 
some  high-sounding  title.  JNIessrs.  Webb's  goods,  and 
they  make  all  the  different  mineral  waters  usually 
in  demand,  can  be  thoroughly  relied  on,  every  care 
being  taken  in  their  manufacture.  One  of  their 
specialities,  and  a  very  pleasant  one,  is  "  Webb's 
Indian  Tonic,"  which  has  a  very  large  sale  in  India  ; 
it  contains  a  small  quantity  of  quinine  (perhaps  the 
most  indispensable  tonic  ever  discovered),  but  there 
is  no  taste  of  it  in  this  preparation.  In  one  of 
Cruikshank's  illustrations  to  "  Sketches  by  Boz," 
he  gives  a  picture  of  an  oyster  saloon  with  Mr.  John 
Dounce  about  to  imbibe  an  oyster  ;  at  the  back  is 
seen  an  advertisement  of  "  Webb's  Soda  Water," 
which  is  as  good  to-day  as  any  to  be  bought  in  any 
country. 


The  1905  edition  of  the  Midland  Company's 
po-ket  volume  of  "Shows,  Faiis,  and  Sjcting 
Fixtures  "has  just  been  published.  It  contains  in 
tabulated  form,  convenient  for  lefeience,  a  very 
complete  list  of  agricultural,  etc.,  >hows,  cattle  and 
sheep  fails  and  sales,  racing,  cricket,  and  other 
spoiting  fixtures  airanged  for  19t)5.  The  book  may 
be  obtained  gratis  on  application  to  any  ^Midland 
statjon-master  or  district  supeiintendent. 
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FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 

By  Philip  Geen. 


(Continued  from  page  108.) 

Space  forbids  my  writing  of  the  Thames  from 
Gricklade  down,  so  I  will  choose  a  portion  that 
holds  every  kind  of  fish  and  tell  you  where  and 
how  I  tried  for  each.    For  this  purpose  we  will 


Don't  forget  to  try  a  small,  well-scoured  lob  once 
or  twice  in  each  swim,  for  if  you  fail  to  catch  the 
last  of  the  perch  you  may  lay  hold  of  some  of  the 
monster  tench  for  which  they  are  noted. 

Next,  we  sniff  the  tar  factory,  and,  if  you  can 
stand  the  smell  here,  you  may  fish  one  of  the  best 
barbel  swims  in  this  long  reach.  It  can  be,  and 
frequently  is,  fished  from  the  tow-path ;  and  a 
bootmaker  of  Egham  has  taken  some  extraordinary 
fish  by  throwing  out  his  ledger,  laying  his  rod  upon 
the  path,  and  standing  well  back. 
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Egham  Weir. 


IW.  K.  Geen. 


go  from  Egham  Lock  to  Old  Windsor  Weir ;  and 
we  will  start  from  Egham  quite  early,  say  6  a.m. 

It  was  just  about  that  hour  some  years  ago  that 
a  friend  and  I  approached  this  lock  in  a  punt.  It 
was  a  winter's  morning,  and  we  quite  suddenly 
determined  to  shoot  the  weir  instead  of  waking  the 
lock-keeper. 

The  weir  was  being  repaired ;  it  always  was,  and 
is  still.'  Huge  piles  had  been  driven  in  the  liver's 
bed,  against  one  of  which,  in  the  semi-darkness, 
the  tail  of  our  punt  was  driven,  and,  in  response  to 
this  blow,  her  head  swung  round  and  toppled  the 
punter  into  the  very  edge  of  the  tumbling  water, 
over  which  he  disappeared.  Fortunately,  in  my 
truant  days  I  learnt  to  swim.  It  was  Tommy 
Hoole,  whom  you  should  remember,  for  he  worked 
hard  and  long  for  London  anglers,  who  got  the 
fright ;  he  was  left  in  the  punt,  which  was  stuck 
between  the  piles,  to  wonder,  so  he  said,  if  he 
should  ever  again  see  me  alive,  and  to  rebel  at  his 
utter  helplessness. 

The  water  was  cold  but  very  kind  ;  it  hustled  me 
down  the  straight  run  without  giving  the  eddies  a 
chance,  and  I  was  touching  ground  before  I  had 
given  a  thought  to  the  long  boots  I  had  on. 

As  we  leave  the  lock  notice  how  quietly  the  water 
flows  as  compared  with  the  rapid  stream  below. 
Now,  ye  roach  fishers,  if  you  should  ever  be  in 
quest  of  a  pitch  or  two  which  will  afford  a  good 
day's  winter  fishing,  you  may  choose  them  here 
from  amongst  a  score,  which  can  readily  be  dis- 
covered near  the  boughs  that  cover  the  opposite 
bank  for  a  full  mile  up  stream.  The  boughs  hang 
well  out  over  some  easily  baited  and  fished  eddies, 
varying  in  depth  from  six  to  ten  feet,  and  every 
now  and  then  there  is  a  break  in  these  woody 
harbours  which  is  just  sufficient  to  give  the  bank 
angler  space  to  wield  his  long  rod.  A  few  years 
since  you  might  have  taken  many  dozen  perch  in  a 
day's  fishing  from  these  swims.  In  the  spring  I 
have  seen  the  boughs  covered  with  perch  spawn ; 
but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  mania  for  steam 
launches,  driven  at  a  furious  rate,  sprang  up,  and 
their  chopping  waves  have  year  by  year  forced  the 
ribbons  of  spawn  from  their  anchorage  to  be  lost  in 
the  depths  of  the  weir  below,  where  the  necessary 
sun  can  never  reach  them. 


On  we  go,  and,  aa  we  travel,  the  stream  changes 
sides — instead  of  flowing  gently  against  the  tow- 
path  it  rushes  with  considerable  force  Under  the 
trees,  bushes,  and  boughs  which  clothe  the  high 
and  crumbhng  bank  opposite.    Skilled  chub  fishers 


We  must  not  forget  the  second  good  barbel 
swim  as  we  pass  the  sharp  turn  in  the  river  where 
at  flood  time  it  rushes  against  and  over  the  road 
from  Staines  to  Old  Windsor.  Should  you  decide 
to  bait  this  swim  with  worms,  be  very  liberal,  as 
this  hole  is  the  home  of  innumerable  eels  as  well  as 
of  barbel  and  chub,  and  I  may  add  that  it  used 
never  to  fail  me  when  I  wanted  a  few  good  perch. 

Should  bank  anglers  be  here  when  the  waters 
are  out  and  coloured,  let  them  try  just  above  this 
deep  hole ;  they  will  then  find  a  nice  large  eddy, 
with  a  depth  of  five  feet ;  and,  if  it  be  a  mild  day, 
it's  ten  to  one  in  their  favour  that  they  hook  some 
ancients  from  the  hole  below. 

Next,  we  reach  the  Mead,  and  opposite  is  Magna 
Charta  Island. 

Before  we  leave  the  Mead,  you  must  please  allow 
me  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  large  bed  of  rushes 
at  the  tail  end  of  the  island ;  this,  at  one  time,  was 
the  haunt  of  large  numbers  of  perch  and  jack. 

Perch. — It  is  said  that  every  Englishman  will 
claim  to  be  a  judge  of  horses  until  he  has  purchased 
a  trouble  on  four  legs  ;  be  that  as  it  may,  I  never 
yet  had  a  companion  in  my  punt  who  did  not 
know  how  to  paternoster  for  perch. 

Quietly  drop  your  fine  gut  paternoster,  that  has 
a  small  lead  at  the  end  and  a  minnow  on  each  of 
the  two  hooks,  or  may  be  a  gudgeon  on  one  of 
them,  with  as  little  disturbance  as  you  can  just 
beyond  the  nearest  weed.  Let  the  lead  rest  on  the 
bottom  a  moment,  then  lift  and  move  it  to  the 
right  or  left ;  if  there's  no  success  do  the  same  by 
the  next  nearest  shelter,  and  so  on  until  each  likely 
spot  has  been  tried ;  then  on  to  the  next  pool  to 
repeat  your  efforts. 

Perch  are  the  boldest  and  most  fearless  of  feeders ; 
they  will  often  follow  the  bait  until  so  close  to  the 
fisher  that  he  can  see  them,  with  spines  erect, 
perfect  in  shape,  markings  and  colouring,  veritable 
warriors  ready  for  the  fray. 

During  the  summer  months  they  are  in  weirs  and 
at  the  edges  of  swift  streams  where  minnows  and 
other  small  fish  congregate  to  sport,  scour  and  enjoy 
themselves,  but,  with  the  first  flood  of  Autumn, 
they  fall  back  to  quiet  eddies,  deep  pools  and  under 
boughs,  where  they  move  in  and  out,  up  and  down, 
with  wide-open,  staring  eyes,  as  if,  with  these  alone, 
they  would  fascinate  to  helplessness  the  dainty  little 
fish  they  are  seeking  for. 

Perch  will  at  times  take  almost  any  bait,  but  there 
are  really  only  two  used,  worms  and  minnows. 

It  is  difficult  to  demonstrate,  even  to  yourself, 
that  you  may  often  catch  every  member  of  a  shoal; 
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Near  the  Bells  of  Oxjseley  "Sheltering  Boughs." 


[W.  E.  Geen. 


should  go  and  try  their  skill ;  the  chub  are  there 
and  have  been  these  many  long  years.  Now  and 
then  I  have  coached  a  friend  who  could  work  this 
tit-bit ;  but,  unless  you  have  served  your  apprentice- 
ship, it  will  be  better  for  you  to  keep  your  tackle 
for  the  next  mile,  where  we  shall  find  the  stream 
flowing  more  quietly  under  the  high  banks  of 
Ankerwycke. 


yet  their  mid-water  swimming  aids  you  to  do  so 
occasionally.  I  will  give  an  instance  when  this 
undoubtedly  occurred. 

In  a  hole  in  the  river  Evenlode,  just  at  the  point 
where  Blenheim  Lake  flows  out,  I  threw  in  some 
half-dozen  brandlings,  and,  as  I  stood  hidden  behind 
the  accommodating  bush  that  overhangs  the  pool, 
I  saw  a  shoal  come  at  the  sinking  worms.  The 
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nearest  fish  came  quite  near  me,  and  others  in 
his  wake  were  plainly  visible,  while  in  the  farther 
distance  I  could  see  shadowy  forms.  I  was  soon 
at  my  well-stocked  bag  to  give  them  another  taste 
or  two  before  I  stealthily  prepared  the  exact  tackle 
to  have  my  will  with  them.  This  consisted  of 
13ft.  light  bamboo  rod,  a  Nottingham  reel,  and 
light  line,  6ft.  of  fine  round  gut,  to  which  had  been 
fastened  a  fair-sized  Crystal  hook  (Crystal  hooks 
have  handy,  long  shanks  for  worms),  and  a  small 
float  that  needed  but  three  shots  on  the  line.  On 
the  hook  I  put  two  brandlings  that  had  such 
freedom  as  made  them  look  like  those  I  had 
already  given. 

The  host  of  the  Swan  at  Eynsham  was  my  pilot 
to  this  spot,  and  he  stood  ready  with  the  net. 

The  hole  was  at  least  10ft.  deep ;  but  I  trimmed 
my  float  for  only  five,  which  proved  more  than 
sufficient,  for  the  float  was  carried  away  before  it 
had  time  to  cock.  With  the  greatest  care  to  keep 
hidden  I  brought  the  fish  close  to  my  feet,  where 
it  was  netted  without  disturbance  to  the  swimming 
shoal  beyond  the  bough. 

There  was  no  break  in  our  success ;  fish  after 
fish  greedily  took  the  lure,  sometimes  almost  from 
the  surface,  and  at  such  times  I  could  count  the 
number  remaining.  This  became  easy  when  there 
were  but  five  left  to  count.  When  the  last  was  out 
there  were  thirty-three  upon  the  bank.  Six  of 
them  I  have  in  a  case,  their  weights  varying  from 
21b.  2oz.  to  31b.  15oz. 

As  we  leave  the  Mead  and  take  the  road  that 
skirts  the  river  to  the  "  Bells  of  Ouseley  "  we  shall 
pass  another  famous  barbel  swim,  possibly  the 
best  of  the  three  if  baited  well  and  carefully.  No 
mere  throwing  in  any  quantity  of  worms  will 
answer,  you  must  have  plenty  of  clay  that  you 
may  ensure  the  swirling  eddies  and  undercurrents 
»do  not  carry  the  bait  to  a  spot  in  this  long,  broad, 
deep,  and  uneven- bottomed  swim,  where  the  ledger 
cannot  be  used.  Should  you  be  successful  you  will 
get  hold  of  fish  that  wiU  try  your  tackle,  and  you 
will  be  skilful  if  you  can  persuade  all  you  hook  to 
forego  a  rush  which  will  regain  for  them  their 
rocky  home. 

Opposite  the  Bells,  and  for  some  distance  down 
the  stream,  there  are  overhanging  boughs  that 
give  splendid  shelter  in  flood  time. 

If  anyone  desires  a  day  in  a  punt  without  a 
fisherman  he  may  always  rely  on  getting  one  from 
Mr.  Haynes,  whose  boat-house  is  close  by. 

Let  the  reader  imagine  he  is  with  me  for  a  day 
here  in  a  punt,  and  the  time  October,  or  any  later 
month.  I  shall  have  a  zinc  pail  filled  with  clay, 
soaked  bread  and  bran;  also  a  bag  of  worms 
and,  for  your  use,  a  light  lift,  cane  rod,  finest 
roach  twist,  drawn  gut  fine,  small  cork  float,  not 
too  fully  shotted,  and  a  No.  8  Crystal  hook.  Upon 
the  hook  we  will  place  two  of  the  smallest  and 
brightest  lobs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  them 
irresistible. 

Quietly  the  lure  travels  to  the  first  bough ;  it 
rests  against  a  little  twig;  surely  it  will  not  stop 
there  a  second.  What's  that  ?  A  slight  shake. 
Is  it  the  preliminary  which  invariably  precedes  the 
taking  away  of  a  chub,  or  only  a  small  fish  trying 
to  do  the  impossible  ?  Away  it  goes,  and  "  swish  " 
says  the  rod,  with  the  true  off-side  chub  strike. 
No  need  to  give  advice  here ;  the  point  of  the  rod 
is  well  down  and  out  as  far  as  the  arm  can  reach ; 
the  fish  makes  a  desperate  fight  for  his  home  under 
that  bough  ;  but  he  has  met  his  master  at  last, 
and  all  he  can  do  is  to  die  gallantly.  Quietly — we 
want  his  mate — the  net  is  put  under  him,  and  a 
five-pound  chub  is  in  the  well. 

Two  clean  lobs  are  cut  into  halves  and  thrown 
into  the  water  so  that  the  stream  will  carry  them 
to  the  spot  where  our  hopes  of  the  next  fish  are 
centred.  The  hook  is  carefully  baited,  the  float  is 
cast  well  out  into  the  stream,  and,  as  it  travels 
down,  it  is  quietly  drawn  under  the  bough.  Almost 
before  it  settles  into  its  former  position  you  may 
have  seen  the  same  slight  nervous  shake  of  the 
float  as  if  it  knew  full  well  the  rush  and  fight  that 
were  coming ;  away  it  goes  some  12in.  to  18in. 
Under  water,  and  then  the  same  perfect  chub- 
strike  which  so  few  can  imitate;  a  strike  that 
seems  to  come  from  the  fish  with  a  thud  all  up  the 
line  and  down  the  rod ;  like  a  flash  of  electricity  it 
travels;  and  it  does  not  end  with  the  rod,  or  its 
wielder,  but  goes  right  through  the  nervous  system 
of  your  companion. 

(To  be  continuedi) 


DRESSINGS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SALMON  FLIES. 


No.  7.— THE  "  NEPENTHIAN." 

Tag  :  Gold  twist  and  gold  silk  (same  shade  as  toppings). 
Tail :  Topping  and  two  red  crows,  as  placed. 

Butt  :  White  ostrich  herl,  dyed  the  same  colour  as  dark  blue  chatterer. 

Body  :  In  three  equal  sections.  The  first  light  blue  silk,  same  shade  as  light  blue  chatterer,  with  four 
dark  chatterer  feathers,  as  illustrated,  back  to  back,  and  butted  with  the  same  coloured  herl  as  before. 
The  middle  division,  light  orange  silk,  the  same  shade  as  the  toucan  above  and  below,  and  butted 
similarly.  The  rest,  red  orange  silk,  resembling  in  tint  of  the  tliree  red  crow's  feathers  situated  on  either 
side  as  engraved,  from  under  the  throat. 

Throat :  Red  macaw. 

Ribbed  :  Oval  gold  tinsel. 

Wings  :  Six  tippets,  back  to  back,  with  two  jungle  projecting. 

Cheeks  :  Summer  duck  extended,  and  blue  chatterer,  two  strips  golden  pheasant  tail  above,  with 
topping  over. 

Horns  :  Red  macaw. 

Head  :  Blue  herl,  as  above  mentioned. 


EMERALD 


Tag  :  Gold  twist  and  purple  silk  (same  shade  as  throat  of  chatterer). 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt  :  Black  herl. 

Body :  Of  gold  tinsel  in  three  equal  sections,  butted  with  black  herl. 
Hackle  :  Green  macaw  at  the  termination  of  each  division. 
Wings :  Golden  toppings. 
Horns :  Blue  macaw. 
Head  :  Black  herl. 


'  CHATTERER.^ 


Tag :  Silver  twist  and  light  orange  floss  (tippet  colour). 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt:  Black  herl 

Body  :  Two  turns  of  purple  silk,  making  headway  for  the  chatterer's  feathers  closely  packed  and 
covering  the  whole  of  the  body,  a  hook  this  size  taking  perhaps  fifty  to  sixty. 
Throat :  Gallina. 

Wings  :  Four  red  crow's,  in  pairs,  red  points  of  the  former  extended,  and  one  jay  feather  on  either 
side.    Toppings  over. 

Cheeks :  Blue  chatterer. 
Horns  :  Blue  macaw. 
Head :  Black  herl. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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CONCEKNING  FLOATS. 

No.  XII.— TYPICAL  THAMES  ROACH  FLOAT. 

{Continued  from  page  106.) 

Messrs.  Bambeidge  &  Co.,  of  Eton,  Bucks,  have 
sent  a  float  as  per  sketch  and  say: — "  We  beg  to 
send  you  a  sample  of  a  pattern  of  a  very  old  float 
sold  by  us  we  believe  is  a  general  favourite  and  is 
successfully  used  by  many  Thames  anglers."  About 
an  inch  of  the  cork  below  the  porcupine  quill  top  is 
white  and  the  lower  portion  black, 
after  the  style  of  several  floats  I 
have  seen  for  different  sorts  of 
fishing — pike,  perch,  roach,  etc. 
This  is  a  typical  Thames  roach 
float.  Roach  is  the  chief  fish 
caught  hy  its  aid.  It  takes  three 
B  shots  to  fully  balance  it,  and 
three  No.  i  shots  to  make  it  half 
cock  ;  as  a  rule  it  acts  admirably, 
and  for  ordinary  Thames  work  is 
unsurpassed.  In  very  clear  water 
a  small  porcupine  \vith  a  white 
tip  is  best,  and  if  fishing  any 
depth  a  small  round  cork,  about 
an  inch  from  the  tip  of  the 
porcupine,  gives  a  steadiness  and 
buoyancy  to  it  that  will  be  found 
a  great  advantage.  For  nearly 
all  other  sorts  of  fishing  in  the 
Thames  a  different  float  is  used  ; 
quill  for  gudgeon,  best  cork  on  a 
turkey- quill  for  barbel,  and  fitted 
feather-end  for  bleak.  One  of 
the  best  baits  for  roach  is  properly 
prepared  cubes  of  bread,  which 
should  be  square  and  not  too 
large,  as  this  gives  theui  a  spirming 
motion  when  allowing  them  to 
glide  down  the  stream  about  two 
inches  off  the  gromid,  and  is  a 
very  tempting  bait  for  large 
roach.  Gentles  are  an  excellent 
bait  used  with  what  may  seem  a 
strange  ground  -  bait  to  some 
anglers — namely,  bran  and  bread 
(mostly  bran),  and  not  too  much 
ground-bait,  for  bread  is  very 
filling.  Small  balls  of  this  mixture 
(well  kneaded  until  it  is  very  stiff 
and  adhesive),  about  the  size  of 
a  walnut,  may  occasionally  be 
cast  round  the  float,  and  a  little 
above  swims  that  roach  generally 
affect. 

The  best  line  to  use  is  a  No.  0 
very  fine  grey  or  slate-coloured, 
specially-plaited,  undressed  silk 
one,  well  rubbed  down  with  deer's 
fat  or  fairly  well  with  "  Gishurs- 
tine"  three  or  four  times  during 
the  season ;  the  fat  should  be 
warm,  and  the  line  wiVL  float  like 
a  swan.  These  lines  are  first 
class,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see  are 
absolutely  without  a  flaw.  Some 
anglers  put  their  lines  mto  the  fat 
when  it  is  hot,  let  them  soak  well, 
and  swear  by  it.  I  prefer  the 
former  plan,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  if  the  line  is  not  allowed  to 
get  thoroughly  dry  before  soaking 
it  a  second  time  it  will  be  spoilt. 
Properly  drying  the  line  is  a  long 
process,  and  the  careless  manner 
in  which  lines  are  dressed  is  no 
doubt  the  reason  why  many  go 
rotten.  Enamel,  in  my  opinion, 
is  worse  than  useless,  unless  it  is 
mixed  with  a  little  vaseline,  and 
if  the  angler  has  two  yards  of 
tapered  "  Defiance  "  No.  1  cast, 
uses  the  line  mentioned  above,  and 
his  bait  and  depth  are  right,  if  he  can  angle  at  all,  he 
need  seldom  go  home  with  an  empty  creel.  Their 
"  Defiance  "  casts  are  justly  celebrated,  have  been 
.before  the  public,  forty  years,  and  were  given  that 
name  by  Mr.  Bambridge.  Only  the  very  best  gut 
is  used  for  their  manufacture,  all  are  carefully  tested 
with  dead  weights,  and  trout  weighing  6lb.  have 
been  caught  with  them  in  a  rapid  stream.  Messrs. 
Bambridge  prefer  to  use  their  Eton  reel,  invented 
by  Mr.  Bambridge,  with  hollow  drum.    It  is  much 


Typical 
Thames  Float. 

Length,  7|in. 
Diameter  of 
cork  centre,  Jin. 
Length  of  cork, 
4ui. 


lighter  than  many  reels  of  the  same  size,  and  runs 
with  more  ease  and  rapidity.  It  is  only  made  in 
the  first  quality,  bearing  their  name  and  address. 
Full  particulars  of  this  reel  will  be  found  on  page  13 
of  their  catalogue,  with  an  illustration  of  same. 

Small  gudgeon  may  be  used  with  this  float  for 
perch  in  suitable  swims,  fishing  about  four  feet  in 
depth,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  chub  may 
be  taken  with  minnows,  etc.,  in  lively  water — the 
livelier  the  better.  A  punt  rod  for  fishing  with  this 
float  (I  say  thi/i  float  because  they  can  be  had  of 
different  sizes)  should  be  from  10ft.  to  10ft.  Gin.  in 
length,  with  a  balanced  handle  (say  10ft.  3in.),  and 
the  butt  should  have  sufficient  weight  near  the  end, 
similar  to  many  fly  rods,  to  get  the  proper  leverage 
for  long,  quick,  and  powerful  striking  ;  in  short, 
on  the  disapjjearance  -of  the  float  to  hook  roach 
thirty  to  thirty-five  yards  off  like  a  flash  ;  butt 
3ft.,  middle  joint  4ft.,  and  top  joint  3ft  This 
class  of  rod  is]  used  by  many  Thames  punt 
anglers,  and  which  Messrs.  Bambridge  sell  from 
5s.  6d.  to  15s.  each.  It  has  a  beech  handle  fitted 
into  Tonquin  cane,  a  middle  joint  of  East  India 
cane,  and  the  top  joint  greenheart — weight  about 
8t^oz.  Their  ideal  bank  rod  for  long  corking  and 
chubbing,  etc.,  in  suitable  swims  (when  one  can  find 
them)  is  14ft.  in  length  ;  it  not  only  enables  one  to 
strike  with  the  top  more  directly  in  a  line  with  the 
float  (and  being  at  right  angles,  guide  and  command 
the  same),  but  with  greater  effect  than  would  be 
possible  with  a  shorter  rod.  If  the  stroke  is  too 
feeble  it  will  not  reach  the  float,  if  too  powerful 
(especially  when  using  a  closely-plaited  line)  the  hook 
will  be  sent  home  with  such  effect  that  a  break  is 
certain.  The  art  is  to  strike  with  sufficient  force 
to  hook  the  fish  skilfully  and  no  more.  Practice  is 
everything.  In  this  case  the  butt  is  made  of  3ft.  of 
East  India  cane  ;  second  joint,  3ft.  of  Tonquin  cane  ; 
third  joint,  4ft.  of  tapered  Carolina  cane  ;  and  a  4ft. 
top  joint  of  best  seasoned  dark  greenheart,  weight 
14oz.  The  prices  range  from  10s.  6d.  to  55s.,  and  the 
makers  say  :  "To  some  anglers  these  measurements 
may  seem  contradictory,  but  they  give  to  the  rod  a 
quick  and  powerful  action  at  the  point,  and  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  Thames  fishermen,  Mr.  T. 
Andrews,  of  Maidenhead,  says :  '  Once  you  have 
used  one  of  these  rods  properly  made  and  fitted 
you  would  like  no  other,'  and  if  they  are  well  made, 
a  fish  should  seldom  be  missed.  By  this  we  mean 
no  packmg  under  ferrules,  no  sawdust  under  brazings, 
and  both  perfectly  fitted  so  as  to  give  a  thorough 
solidity  to  the  rod  from  butt  to  point,  otherwise 
manyfishwill  belost"';  anditshouldnotbeforgotten 
that  this  roach  rod  is  for  fishing  only  from  the  banks 
of  rivers  or  in  ponds,  lakes,  and  pools.  The  bait 
should  be  about  half  an  inch  from  the  bottom — 
another  expert  says  two  inches,  and  yet  another 
three  inches.  But  the  bottom  of  any  river  is  so 
variable  that  the  float  will  often  trip  when  bank 
fishing.  So  much  depends  on  circumstances,  period, 
current,'and  state  of  water.  At  any  rate,  several  shots 
dragging  along  the  bottom  of  a  clear  stream  in  any 
part  of  the  Thames  would  be  quite  useless,  but  when 
rising  rapidly  or  at  the  flood  would  often  be  useful. 
When  fishing  from  the  bank  with  the  float  under 
discussion,  the  lowest  shot  should  be  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches  from  the  hook,  but  when  fishing 
from  a  punt  it  is  quite  a  different  thing.  Then  the 
lowest  shot  should  be  about  eight  inches  from  the 
hook  ;  stronger  tackle  and  a  larger  float  should  be 
used.  I  say  stronger  tackle,  because,  in  my  opinion, 
if  barbel  come  on  the  feed,  there  is  nothing  worse 
than  playing  one  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  on 
absurdly  fine  tackle,  unnecessarily  disturbing  the 
swim,  losing  the  fish  at  the  last  moment,  and  spoiling 
sport  for  the  day. 

When  fishing  with  bread-paste,  stewed  wheat, 
pearl  barley,  or  gentles  in  clear  water,  a  small 
porcupine  float  with  a  white  tip  carrjdng  a  No.  1 
shot,  and  in  a  discoloured  water  a  float  with  one 
BB  shot  are  the  best  to  use.  Messrs.  Bambridge 
&  Co.  enjoy  a  world-wide  reputation  as  manu- 
facturers of  fishing  rods  and  tackle  of  the  highest 
class.  They  are  makers  to  the  Royal  Family  and 
Eton  College,  and  although  enjoying  these  dis- 
tinctions they  pay  most  courteous  attention  to 
anglers  of  all  classes,  and  send  out  their  list  con- 
taining over  100  pages  and  500  illustrations  free 
and  post  free  on  application.  A. 
{To  be  continued.) 


An  old  lady,  with  several  unmarried  daughters, 
feeds  them  on  fish  diet,  because  it  is  rich  in  phos- 
phorus, and  phosphorus  is  the  essential  thing  for 
making  matches. 


HOW  TO  TIB  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


{Continued  from  page  105.) 
CHAPTER   I Y.— continued... 

Another  fact — a  very  useful  one  too ;  the  edges 
of  every  fibre  in  a  feather  are  covered  with  fluff',  by 
means  of  which  single  fibres  or  strips  of  different 
feathers  can  be  iinited,  so  as  to  form  one  broad 
strip,  but  a  "  right  "  can  only  be  united  to  a 
"  right,"  and  a  "  left  "  to  a  "  left."  The  curves  of 
the  fibres  going  in  opposite  directions  prevent  a 
"  right  "  and  "  left  "  uniting. 

Take  a  strip  of  bustard  and  of  swan,  both  "  right," 
hold  both  by  the  butts  between  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  the  right  hand,  one  above  the  other,  best 
side  of  both  towards  you,  pass  the  left  thumb  and 
forefinger  along  them  from  right  to  left,  two  or  three 
times  ;  you  will  find  that  the  two  strips  have  united, 
forming  one  broad  strip. 

One  more  useful  fact  is,  that  the  centre  shafts  of 
all  feathers  curve  more  or  less  in  exactly  the  same 
way  that  the  fibres  do.  There  are  "  rights  "  and 
"  lefts  "  ;  and  whenever  whole  feathers  are  tied  in 
for  tails  or  wings,  these  feathers  should  be  placed 
on  their  proper  side  of  the  hook.  For  example, 
take  a  "right"  and  "left"  blue  chatterer  feather, 
both  the  same  size,  one  from  the  right  shoulder  of 
a  bird,  the  other  from  the  left  shoulder.  Strip  off 
all  the  fluff';  place  them  back  to  back — that  is, 
the  best  side  of  both  outwards.  They  will  then 
coincide. 


Fig.  21. 

We  will  now  proceed  with  the  directions  for 
tying  on  tails.  In  addition  to  a  topping,  some 
flies  have  two  small  whole  feathers  of  chatterer, 
Indian  crow,  or  jungle  cock  tied  in  upright  back  to 
back,  or  one  tied  on  flat.    As  an  example,  select  a 


Fig.  22. 

"  right  "  and  "  left  "  chatterer,  strip  off  all  the  fluff 
and  place  them  back  to  back.  Hold  them  so 
vertically,  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  o 
the  left  hand,  with  the  stems  projecting  beyond 


the  thumb  and  finger  to  the  right.  With  the 
thumb  of  the  right  h'and  make  a  dent  in  the  two 
shafts  in  exactly  the  same  way  that  you  did  the 
topping.    Still  holding  them  between  the  thumb 
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and  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  place  them  on  top 
of  the  hook  over  the  topping,  separate  the  two 
stems  slightly  with  the  stiletto,  so  that  they  will 
lie  one  on  each  side  of  the  stem  of  the  topping, 
and  wind  two  turns  of  the  tying  silk  over  those 
turns  which  tied  in  the  topping.  Cut  off  the 
shafts  close  and  wind  one  more  tm-n  of  the  silk  on 
an  eyed  hook.  The  shafts  are  not  cut  off  on  a  hook 
with  gut  loop. 

When  a  whole  feather,  such  as  Indian  crow,  is 
to  be  tied  on  flat,  the  dent  in  the  shaft  is  made  in 


Fig.  24. 

the  same  manner ;  but  the  feather  is  held  ir 
horizontal  instead  of  a  vertical  position. 

It  should  be  tied  on  over  the  stem  of  the  topping 
In  tying  on  a  tail  composed  of  strips  and  strands 
the  method  of  holding  the  feathers  is  different. 
We  will  suppose  that  a  tail  composed  of  strips  of 
summer  duck  and  yellow  macaw  is  required.  Cut 
off  a  "right"  and  "left"  strip  (three  or  four 
strands  only)  of  each.  Unite  the  "  rights,"  do  the 
same  with  the  "lefts";  place  them  back  to 
back.  Hold  them  on  top  of  the  hook  in  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  23  (the  finger  and  thumb 
are  grasping  the  hook  and  feather  at  the  sa^.. 
tune)  ;  take  hold  of  the  tying  silk,  and,  keeping  it 
tight,  just  move  the  left  thumb  sufficiently  to 
adniit  the  silk  to  pass  upwards  between  it  and  the 
hook  ;  then  close  it  to  the  hook  again,  wmd  on, 
move  the  forefinger  momentarily  to  let  the  silk 
pass  down  between  it  and  the  hook  ;  then  squeeze 
the  thumb  and  finger  gently  to  the  hook  and 
strips,  while  you  pull  the  tying  silk  down  tight. 

Repeat  this  once  more,  remove  the  left  hand 
and,  if  correctly  done,  the  fibres  will  appear  as 
shown,  straight  on  the  top  of  the  hook.  Many 
tiy-tiers  tie  these  strips  on  separately  by  placing 
them  against  the  side  of  the  hook,  and  when 
astened  m,  raising  the  butts  on  top  of  the  hook. 
Cut  off  the  stumps  close  when  tying  on  an  eyed 
hook,  and  wind  one  more  turn  of  silk. 

Instead  of  strips  from  two  feathers,  single 
strands  from  any  number  of  different  feathers  can 
be  tied  on  m  the  same  way ;  always  taking  care  io 
keep  the  "rights  "  and  "  lefts  "  on  their  own  side 
01  the  hook. 

One  more  variety  of  tails  is  composed  of  single 
strands  of  different  feathers—"  rights  "  and  "  lefts  " 
bemg  mixed  together.  To  fix  them,  place  them 
Mat  on  top  of  the  hook,  spread  them  slightly,  and 


Fig.  25. 

press  them  there  with  the  thumb  while  you  wind 
the  usual  two  turns  of  tying  silk;  the  stumps 
are  treated  as  before. 

Be  very  careful  after  tying  tails  on  eyed  hooks 
to  cut  off'  the  stumps  as  close  as  possible,  so  that 
when  the  butt  is  finished  there  will  be  no  lump  or 
ridge  to  the  right  of  it. 

When  tying  small  flies  I  usually  fasten  off  the 
floss  and  tie  on  the  tail  with  the  same  turn  of 
tying  silk,  in  order  to  lessen  the  ridge. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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THE  PASSING  OF  THE  GEAYLING. 


The  grayling  fishing  season  dies  hard,  simply 
because  trout  cannot  yet  be  angled  for  in  any  of  our 
streams,  legally,  at  any  rate,  and  ui  the  way  of 
really  sporting  fish,  grayling  or  pike  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  all-the-year-round  anglers,  the 
only  sporting  fish  worth  spending  energy  over, 
True,  some  two  or  three  of  the  Yorkshire  clubs  forbid 
grayling  fishing  after  the  last  week  of  the  first 
month  of  the  New  Year,  but  whether  they  are  wise 
in  doing  so  is  a  very  moot  question  indeed.  Un- 
doubtedly the  two  very  best  months  for  worm 
fishing  for  grayling,  which  with  us  has  developed 
into  something  approaching  a  fine  art,  are  November 
and  December  ;   but  they  usually  show  very  fair 
sport  during  January,  also  in  the  rapidly  lengthening 
days  of  February,  and  for  the  first  fortnight  of 
March.    Small  wonder  is  it,  therefore,  that  Piscator 
still  foUows  his  favourite  recreation,  knowing  that 
miles  of  good  water  are  open  to  him  until  the  15th 
of  next  month,  and  that  if  a  well-scoured  red  worm 
or  brandling  fails  to  tempt  the  fish,  two  fat  gentles 
fished  on  a  No.  13  sneck-bend  hook  wiU  often 
enable  the  sportsman  to  return  home  with  a  light 
heart  and  a  heavy  creel,  and  at  times  even  in 
February,  with  the  hills  still  in  their  winter  garb,  a 
rise  in  the  temperature  and  a  promise  of  spring  in 
the  brilliant  sunshine  which  we  enjoyed  last  week, 
with  the  singing  of  the  thi-ush  and  the  blackbird, 
also  the  hatching  out  of  numerous  gnats  and  some 
aquatic  flies  (forerunners  of  the  bountiful  insect  life 
soon  to  come  for  both  fish  and  fowl),  Salmo  thymallus 
will  rise,  and  rise  well,  too,  on  some  days  at  anything 
you  care  to  offer  him  in  the  way  of  small  spring 
flies  ;  and  a  fine  gut,  or,  better  still,  hair  cast,  with 
a  few  Dark  Needles,  Waterhen  Bloas,  Snipe  and 
Purples,  and  Little  Browns  are  all  that  is  requu-ed 
to  kill  an  ample  number  of  white,  firm,  and  sweet- 
fleshed  fish  that  are,  even  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
in  far  better  condition  than  the  great  majority  of 
the  trout  caught  a  month  later  wiU  be — that  is,  of 
course,  if  the  fish  are  doing  anything  at  all ;  there  are 
plenty  of  apparently  typical  days  during  which  even 
experts  fafl  to  catch  fish,  and  grayling  fishing  always 
was,  and,  I  suppose,  always  wiU  be,  a  very  uncertain 
sport.    It's  the  glorious  uncertainty  of  angling, 
however,  that  adds  to  its  charm,  and  a  frequent  long 
trudge  home  with  an  empty  basket  does  not  decrease 
the  true  sportsman's  enthusiasm  for  it.    I  think  it 
was  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  who  said,  "  A  grayling  is 
always  in  season  whenever  you  can  catch  him,"  but 
I  fancy  the  worthy  baronet  would  have  considered 
some  of  the  larger  grayling  I  have  hooked  when 
trout  fishing  in  April  and  May  a  very  imtoothsome 
tit-bit  had  his  cook  put  them  on  the  menu.  At 
that  period  of  the  year  grayling,  before  they  retire 
to  the  shallows  to  spawn,  are  frequently  a  source 
of  annoyance  or  exasperation  to  the  trout  fisherman, 
for  they  then  rise  at  anything  and  everything  he  may 
cast  on  the  water  in  the  shape  of  flies,  wet  or  dry, 
and  they  wiU  "  go  for  "  his  minnow,  be  it  either 
natural,  quill,  or  brass  ;  and  I  have  a  well  authen- 
ticated case  of  an  angler,  wishful  to  rid  a  length  of 
one  of  our  rivers  of  some  of  its  pike,  actually  killing 
some  good-sized  grayling  with  a  spoon.    This  is 
when  the  grayling  are  simply  slimy,  evil-smelling 
objects,  not  food  for  the  cat,  and  no  wonder  the 

angler  mutters  a  deep  "d  n  it"  on  finding  his 

May  Fly  giflped  down  by  a  terribly  out  of  sorts 
grayling,  instead  of  the  expected  lusty  trout.  Then 
Salmo  thymallus,  Thymallus  vulgaris,  or  whatever 
you  like  to  call  him,  receives  very  Uttle  if  any  mercy. 


and  he  as  often  as  not  gets  "  knocked  on  the  head  " 
on  the  stones  or  is  thrown  with  contempt  into  the 
adjoining  meadow,  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
the  grayling  fairly  hunt  both  salmon  and  trout  when 
on  the  "  redds,"  and  devour  large  quantities  of  the 
ova  of  both  fish.  A  few  thick -and-thin  admirers  of 
the  "  gentle,  gliding  gi-ayling  "  affirm  that  the  trout 
take  their  revenge  in  April  or  May  by  feeding  on 
the  grayling  spawn,  but  in  my  firm  opinion  this  is 
an  idle  tale  and  contrary  to  personal  observation. 
I  do  not  affirm  that  they  will  not  eat  grayling  spawn 
if  they  come  across  it,  but  I  am  confident  it  is  not 
the  practice  of  the  trout  to  hunt  for  the  small 
millet-like  spawn  of  the  grayling.  After  the  end  of 
May  the  grayling  in  the  northern  rivers  pass  out  of 
the  ken  of  the  trout  fisherman  and  cease  to  trouble 
him  for  a  long  time,  leading  me  to  believe  that 
although  the  spawning  period  is  a  very  brief  one, 
the  efforts  of  reproduction  must  be  very  exhausting, 
and  it  takes  the  fish  a  long  time  to  recover  anything 
like  their  previous  energy,  for  we  seldom  get  grayling 
during  the  months  of  June  or  July,  either  when 
fishing  fly  or  in  upstream  worming,  nor  do  the  local 
anglers  come  across  them  in  trout  fishing  during 
flooded  waters.  August  is  generally  well  advanced 
before  the  grayling  begin  to  show  themselves. 

The  rapidly  closing  season  has  not  been  at  all  a 
bad  one  on  any  of  our  numerous  streams,  certainly 
a  great  improvement  on  the  preceding  one  of  1903-4. 
Opportunities  for  angling  have  been  ample  enough 
to  satisfy  the  most  ardent  grayling  fisherman, 
sharp  frosts  often  prevafling  and  no  floods  of  long 
duration.  In  fact,  the  rainfall  has  been  much  below 
the  average,  and  during  the  period  that  town 
dwellers  suffered  so  much  from  fogs  the  dalesmen 
were  basking  in  brflliant  simshine. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  J.  E.  Millee. 

Leeds. 


WELSHMAN'S  BUTTON  AND 
BEACKEN  CLOCK. 

If  one  wanted  to  choose  examples  illustrative  of 
the  chaos  in  which  the  nomenclature  of  our  flies  has 
in  coiu'se  of  ages  become  inextricably  involved,  one 
could  hardly  select  a  choicer  example  than  the  case 
of  the  Bracken  Clock. 

If  we  take  Mr.  Francis  Francis's  "  Book  on 
Angling,"  we  find  "  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Shorn  Fly, 
Hazel  Fly,  Marlow  Buzz,  Fern  Webb,  Bracken 
Clock,  etc.,  by  all  of  which  names  this  little  beetle 
is  known,  is  a  great  favomite  with  the  trout.  It 
comes  in  with  the  warm  Jime  weather,  though  used 
as  early  as  March  as  regards  its  supposed  imitation. 

.  .  It  resembles  a  diminutive  cockchafer."  He 
then  describes  the  orch'nary  buzz  Coch'V-Bondhu 
dressing.  He  goes  on :  "  There  is  a  small  beetle  of 
a  similar  kind  called  '  the  Welshman's  Button.' 
Dress  it  with  a  black  ostrich  herl  body,  black  hackle, 
and  corncrake  wing." 

The  illustration  shows  the  beetle  as  a  short,  tubby 
insect,  not  more  than  twice  as  long  as  it  is  broad, 
with  chocolate -brown  wing  covers  and  black  legs. 
The  first  edition  of  Ronald's  "  Fly  Fishers'  Ento- 
mology "  (Fig.  30)  illustrates  this  insect  with  a  much 
redder  wing  case  imder  the  name  "  Marlow  Buzz." 

I  stated  recently  in  the  correspondence  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  the  first  instance  of  the 
use  of  the  name  Bracken  Qock  which  I  could  find 
was  in  Wade's  "  Halcyon  "  (1861),  but  since  then  I 
have  foimd  that  in  Jesse's  1848  edition  of  Hofland's 
"  Anglers'  Manual,"  the  Bracken  Qock  is  given  as 
No.  20.  The  dressing  is :  "  Body,  peacock's  herl, 
dressed  full,  and  tied  with  purple  sflk ;  wings, 
feather  of  a  pheasant's  breast."  The  iUustration 
shows  it  to  be  without  any  hackle.  I  have  also, 
through  the  kindness  of  ]\Ir.  R.  Warren  Vernon,  had 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  an  old  manuscript  in 
which  the  natural  fly  was  named  Bracken  Clock, 
and  was  recommended  for  dibbing.  By  the  name 
of  Fern  Fly  or  Fern  Bud,  the  same  insect  is  similarly 
recommended  in  the  "  Anglers'  Vade  Mecum  "  of 
Chetham,  of  Smedley. 

Jackson,  in  his  "  Practical  Fly  Fisher  "  (1854), 
illustrates  (No.  3),  among  his  "  Flies  for  March,"  a 
Red  Clock,"  which  is  slightly  smaller  than  Ronald's 
Marlow  Buzz,  but  in  colour  and  shape  it  corresponds 
with  it  precisely.  The  previous  owner  of  my  copy 
has  marked  it  in  pencil  "  Bracken  Qock,"  and  the 
dressing  coiTCsponds  to  a  certain  extent  with 
Hofland's.  It  is :  "  Wings  and  legs,  red  hackle  or 
cock  pheasant's  neck  feather  hackled  on  ;  body, 
brown  herl  of  peacock,  bright  red  silk." 
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Theakston  (1853)  describes  the  Scame  fly  (No.  54) 
as  the  Brown  Beetle,  and  dresses  it  with  '"  wings  from 
a  red-brown  hen  of  ambry  transparency  ;  body, 
black  floss  sUk,  with  a  black  hen  hackle  or  black 
mohau'  for  legs." 

It  is  pretty  clear  from  all  this  authority  (and 
more  might  bo  quoted)  that  the  beetle  known  as  the 
Bracken  Clock  is  a  short,  tubby  insect  with  a  dark 
body.  It  is,  therefore,  with  a  feeling  of  surprise 
that  when  one  asks  a  Yorkshire  tackle  dealer  for 
some  Bracken  Clocks  one  finds  oneself  served  with 
a  fly  with  a  long  thin  orange  body  and  a  cock 
pheasant's  neck  hackle,  with  a  turn  of  bronze 
peacock  herl  for  head  and  one  or  two  turns  imme- 
diately behind  the  hackle — nothing  differing,  in 
short,  from  the  Red  Clock  or  Pheasant  of  Pritt 
(No.  16,  "North  Country  Trout  Flies").  Mr. 
Miller  says  that  "  the  Red  Qock  is  dressed  red  to 
red  orange  silk  for  the  body,  and  the  redder  cock 
pheasant  neck  feathers  with  little  black  on  are 
chosen.  For  the  Bracken  Clock  the  silk  is  a  truer 
orange,  and  feathers  with  fuller  black  tips  are  used." 
The  difference  does  not  appear  to  me  appreciable. 
Neither  dressing  can  m  the  least  degree  suggest  to 
the  trout  the  short,  tubby  beetle  which  is  the 
Bracken  Qock.  Mr.  Miller  also  says  that  the  Red 
Clock  is  a  much  earher  fly,  being  given  for  March 
and  Aprfl,  while  the  Bracken  Clock  is  given  for 
June  and  July.  I  appeal  to  Mr.  Miller's  own 
catalogue,  ninth  edition.  No.  123,  where  he  says  the 
Bracken  Clock  "  may  be  used  the  whole  season." 

But  how,  then,  did  the  name  Bracken  Clock 
become  attached  to  this  thin  orange  or  red-bodied 
dressing  ? 

If  one  comes  to  consider  it  carefully  one  can 
construct  a  theory  which  fits  the  probabilities 
perfectly.  The  thin  orange-bodied  pheasant -hackled 
pattern  is  reaUy  a  very  passable  imitation  of  the 
Soldier  beetle.  It  is  a  long,  narrow  beetle  with 
orange  wing  cases  with  black  tips,  and  bright  orange 
body,  often  darker  about  the  thorax.  Theakston 
describes  it  as  the  Soldier  beetle.  "  Colour  alto- 
gether red  or  amber  of  lighter  or  darker  shade, 
except  the  ends  of  the  top  wings,  which  are  tipped 
with  black  and  of  a  dim  amber  transparency  ;  eyes, 
black."  The  dressing  is:  "Wings,  a  small  amber 
feather,  with  black  tip  from  a  cock  pheasant's  breast ; 
body,  amber  or  yellow  floss  silk,  with  a  few  fibres  of 
orange  mohair  or  hen  hackle  for  legs."  The  Soldier 
Palmer  is  no  doubt  a  standard  dressing  of  it.  This 
insect  is  by  many  writers  (Francis  Francis  included) 
called  the  Fern  Fly.  The  Bracken  Clock  is  called 
the  Fern  Web  or  Fern  Bud.  What  more  easy  than 
to  pass  on  to  the  Red  Clock,  alias  Soldier,  alias  Fern 
Fly,  the  name  of  Bracken  Clock.  If  that  is  not  the 
explanation,  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  what  is. 

In  another  direction  the  name  Welshman's  Button 
has  gone  astray.  This  time  it  is  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
who  is  the  offender.  About  the  time  of  the  Alder 
there  is  upon  the  water  a  four-winged  Trichopterous 
fly  called  Sericostoma  personatum.  This  being 
dressed  much  like  the  Welshman's  Button  (wmgs, 
brown  pink  feather  from  under  the  wings  of  a 
peacock ;  hackle,  rusty  black  cock  ;  body,  copper- 
coloured  Jpeacock's  herl)  has  been  named  by  Mr. 
Halford  the  Welshman's  Button,  and  is  generally 
so  accepted  on  south  country  rivers,  regardless  of 
the  fact  that  the  Welshman's  Button  is  a  beetle 
after  the  order  of  the  Bracken  Clock.  Thus  is 
history  made.  Val  Conson. 


"A  TREATISE  ON  THE  BRITISH 
FRESH-WATER  ALG^."  * 

The  object  of  this  work  is  to  give  the  student  a 
concise  account  of  the  structure,  habits,  and  life- 
histories  of  fresh-water  algae,  and  also  to  enable 
him  to  place  within  the  prescribed  limits  of  a  genus 
any  alga  he  may  find  in  the  fresh  waters  of  the  British 
Islands. 

The  need  for  a  book  of  this  kind  is  very  great, 
owing  to  the  rapid  strides  made  in  the  investigation 
of  this  class  of  plants  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
To  identifyeven  manyof  the  commonest  fresh-water 
algae  one  has  to  be  fully  conversant  with  most  recent 
botanical  literature,  and  the  object  of  this  volume 
is  to  give  a  general  account  of  those  facts  concern- 

*  "  A  Treatise  on  the  British  Fresh- water  Algae." 
By  G.  S.  West,  M.A.,  A.R.C.S.,  F.L.S..  Professor  of 
Natural  History  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  College, 
Cirencester.  Cambridge  Biological  Series.  Demy 
8vo.  pp.  xvi. -f372.  With  numerous  illustrations. 
Price,  10s.  6d.  net. 


ing  the  British  species  which  will  be  of  most 
assistance  to  a  diligent  student. 

Many  facts  and  suggestions  concerning  the  life- 
histories,  development,  and  relationships  of  fresh- 
water algae  are  here  brought  forward  for  the  first 
time,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  figures  are  original, 
pains  having  been  taken  to  state  as  far  as  possible 
the  localities  from  which  the  specimens  were  collected. 
The  figures  are  careful  and  accurate  drawings  to 
scale,  and  they  are  in  no  way  diagrammatic.  A  few 
stages  in  the  life  -  histories  of  various  algae,  and 
certain  figures  showing  structural  peculiarities,  have 
been  copied  from  the  original  drawings  of  other 
authors,  but  in  each  case  this  has  been  specially 
mentioned. 

The  algae  play  such  an  important  part  in  con- 
nection with  fish  and  fishing  that  all  new  informa- 
tion about  them  is  welcome. 


SOME  KEEPERS  AND  GILLIES 
I  HAVE  KNOWN. 

Hugh  McA.  was  about  fifty  when  I  first  knew 
him — a  wiry,  short  man  with  iron  grey  hair,  and  a 
face  with  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  of  a  Shetland 
pony,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  week  it  was  much 
the  colour  of  his  hair,  as  usually  he  shaved  but  once 
a  week.  He  was  a  fair  shot,  but  rather  fancied 
he  could  give  points  to  me,  so  I  used  to  chaff  him 
at  times.  "  You  are  no  use,  Hugh,  you  must  have 
forgotten  the  shot."  "  Did  you  no  see  I  hit  him  on 
the  hind  leg  ?  "  This  was  referring  to  an  old  grouse 
cock  which  Hugh  had  fired  at  and  which  went  away 
with  a  broken  leg. 

He  had  rather  a  contempt  for  Cockneys.  Once  I 
had  a  gentleman  visiting  me  on  his  wedding  tour,  a 
member  of  a  well-known  publishing  firm  in  London, 
and  being  the  month  of  June,  I  did  not  know  very 
well  what  to  do  with  him,  as  he  could  not  fish. 
So  we  went  ferreting  for  rabbits  accompanied  by 
Hugh. 

My  friend  was  rather  a  novice  and  a  bit  dangerous. 
When  we  adjourned  for  lunch  I  told  Hugh  that  I 
should  go  to  the  river  in  the  afternoon,  but  that  he 
and  F.  might  try  a  few  more  holes.  Hugh  grimted 
and  told  his  fellow  servants  "  that  it  was  all  very 
well  for  the  '  maister  '  going  fushing,  but  that  he 
did  not  at  all  like  his  afternoon's  employment ;  that 
fellow  shots  anyway  ;  he  put  a  shot  between  my 
legs." 

Hugh  was  a  first-class  salmon  fisher,  and  knew 
all  the  "  lies  " — but  there  were  certain  people  in 
the  district  who  were  a  trouble  to  him.  One  of 
them  was  the  parish  minister.  This  gentleman's 
congregation,  amounting  in  all  to  about  half-a-score, 
did  not  bother  him  much,  so  he  gave  most  of  his 
sober  time  to  poaching  on  the  river,  and  no  one 
knew  better  where  a  salmon  should  lie.  He  was 
not  particular  as  to  whose  water  he  fished,  and 
one  day  as  he  was  up  to  his  middle  in  the  stream 
he  was  accosted  by  a  young  keeper  who  had  recently 
come  to  it.  "  Who  are  you,  and  what  are  you  doing 
there  ?  " 

"  I  am  the  parish  minister,  and  am  trying  for  a 
fish." 

"  You  the  parish  minister  ! — come  out  of  that,  you 
vagabond,  or  I'll  fetch  you  out."  And  he  did,  and 
was  walking  off  with  the  poacher,  when  he  met 
not  her  keeper.  "Will,  this  fellow  says  he  is  the 
arish  minister  !  '  '  "  And  so  he  is,"  said  William. 
"  Well,  I'm  blowed." 

My  fishing  being  at  the  lower  end  of  the  river, 
Monday  was,  of  course,  our  best  day  in  the  week, 
and  one  Sunday,  when  feeding  his  dogs,  Hugh  said, 
"  I  am  thinking  of  trying  her  (meaning,  of  course,  the 
river)  early  to-morrow."  After  breakfast  he  came 
into  the  gim-room.  "  Well,  Hugh,  what  luck  ?  " 
"What  do  you  think  of  that  fellow?'''  ""What 
feUow,  Hugh  ?  "  "  The  meenister,  of  course  ;  I 
was  at  the  river  at  two  o'clock,  and  when  I  was 
going  doon  the  steps  at  the  fall  pool,  I  noticed  the 
pint  of  a  rod,  and  there  he  was  fast  in  a  fush,  and 
a  good  one,  too.  I  gaffed  it  for  him,  and  then  says 
I, '  Wliat  sort  of  man  are  you ;  what  was  you  thinking 
about  yesterday  when  you  was  preaching — more 
about  the  fushing  am  thinkmg  than  the  sermon  !  '  " 
"  And  what  did  the  minister  say,  Hugh  ?  "  "  Only, 
'  what  was  you  thinking  about,  as  you  scarcely  let 
the  Sabbath  go  by  when  you  started  for  the  river,'  " 
and  poor  Hugh  was  so  astonished  that  he  could  find 
no  ready  answer.  The  minister's  fishing,  however, 
had  a  sad  and  pathetic  ending.  He  had  a  son,  a 
fine  young  feUow  of  twenty- two,  but  a  "  ne'er-do- 


weel,"  who  naturally  followed  in  his  father's  foot- 
steps, and  worse  ;  he  also  consorted  with  a  pair  of 
old  poachers  in  the  village,  and  one  night  the  three 
were  netting  one  of  the  deepest  pools  in  the  river, 
when  the  young  feUow  missed  his  footing,  and  was 
found  next  morning  (along  wth  two  salmon) 
entangled  in  the  net.  Soon  afterwards  the  minister 
resigned  his  charge,  and  was  seen  no  more  on  the 
river. 

There  was  another  "  character "  who  did  not 
stand  high  in  Hugh's  estimation.  "  Donald  Dhu  " 
was  at  the  time  nearly  eighty  ;  he  had  been  a  fox 
hunter.  Now,  although  fox  hunters  are  sometimes 
heroes  in  the  remote  Highlands  (I  loved  their  stories 
in  my  youth)  they  are  by  no  means  loved  by  the 
Highland  gamekeeper,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  that 
need  cause  any  surprise,  for  the  fox  hunter,  according 
to  my  experience,  generally  knows  where  to  look 
for  a  hare,  and  in  July  when  the  grouse  coveys  are 
young  and  tender,  and  fly  close,  the  himter's  stick  is 
apt  to  supply  a  brace  or  two  to  add  to  the  taste 
of  the  stew  in  the  evening.  Donald  was  a  great 
friend  of  mine,  and  I  gave  him  a  few  shillings  a 
week  for  helping  the  shepherd  at  lambing  time,  but 
I  often  wondered  how  he  managed  to  exist.  Of 
course,  when  the  river  was  "  dirty "  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  catching  a  few  trout,  and  sometimes  I 
thought  I  saw  a  bunch  of  rabbit  fur  where  there 
ought  to  be  none,  but  I  liked  Donald  too  much  to 
bother  him  about  such  trifles.  Hugh  used  to  gnmt 
and  say,  "  Well,  I  wadna'  wonder  if  Donald  could 
tell,"  and  I  am  sure  he  would  have  if  I  asked  him, 
for  he  didn't  know  what  fear  was.  He  was  "  bled  " 
once  a  year,  in  August,  if  I  remember  aright,  and 
prior  to  the  operation  I  usually  had  a  message  that 
he  was  Ul.  On  the  first  occasion  I  sent  him  some 
"  refreshments,"  and  calling  next  day  was  surprised 
to  find  a  well  of  spring  water  right  in  the  middle 
of  the  only  room  in  the  cottage.  I  asked  how 
Donald  was,  and  his  wife  told  me  he  was  "  oot 
herding."  He  had  been  bled  the  previous  day, 
and  sure  enough,  there  was  the  old  man  half  a  mile 
up  the  mountain  side. 

Donald  was  full  of  stories  ;  one  of  them  I  remem- 
ber. An  English  nobleman  came  shooting  with  the 
"  Laird,"  and  I  believe  he  was  a  good  man,  but 
not  quite  in  Donald's  way.  He  talked  to  Donald 
about  the  "  hereafter,"  and  gave  him  a  tract. 
"  What  was  the  good  of  a  tract  to  me,"  said  Donald, 
"  I  canna'  read  or  write,"  but  added,  "  when  he 
went  away  the  footman  opened  a  bottle  of  whisky, 
and  I  said,  '  Aye,  that's  the  tract  for  me  ' — I  could 
rmderstand  that !  " 

Donald  did  not  care  much  for  ministers  ;  in  fact, 
so  far  as  I  know  never  entered  a  church,  except 
when  he  was  married,  if  then  ;  but,  imlike  the  majority 
of  Highlanders,  the  future  had  no  terrors  for  him. 

At  the  head  of  Loch  G  ,  near  his  cottage,  there 

had  been,  "some  centuries  before,  a  Roman  Catholic 
chapel  (then  the  ruins  only  remained),  and  around  it 
"God's  acre,"  with  a  few  grave-stones.  Donald 
had  one  thought  very  near  to  his  heart,  and  that 
was  that  he  should  find  his  last  restmg-place 
amidst  the  scenes  and  sounds  he  so  much  loved. 
Knowing  the  people  of  the  glen  would  probably  not 
bother  to  find  a  grave-stone  for  him,  he  found 
one  up  the  hillside,  about  a  mile  from  the  church- 
yard, and  for  five  and  twenty  years  he  spent  his 
spare  time  in  moving  that  stone  inch  by  inch,  but, 
alas  !  when  the  call  came,  the  stone  was  stiU  some 
hundreds  of  yards  removed  from  the  old  ruins,  and 
Donald  and  his  friend  Hugh  lie  side  by  side  in  the 
parish  churchyard,  far  away  from  the  heathery 
braes  and  plashing  burns  of  Glen  A  . 

A.  M. 


It  is  all  very  well  for  Pastoi-  Wagner  to  go 
preaching  "  The  Simple  Life "  to  Americans  at 
£120  a  night,  to  say  nothing  of  royalties  on  his 
book.  But  he  ought  to  warn  his  disciples  not  to 
spoil  his  sermons  by  acting  on  them.  A  Chicago 
man  who  tried  to  translate  Pastor  Wagner  into 
domestic  fact  has,  naturally  enough,  landed  himself 
in  the  divorce  court.  He  was  so  moved  by  "  The 
Simple  Life "  '  that  he  insisted  on  living  in  the 
cellar,  and  cooking  his  own  meals.  Nobody  objected 
to  that.  But  when  he  went  on  to  propose  that  his 
wife  should  do  likewise,  that  they  should  give  up 
their  comfortable  home,  dismiss  their  servants,  and 
be  "  simple"  all  round,  he  was  met  by  a  suit  for 
separation  and  Hberal  alimony.  Thoreau  is  always 
quoted  as  the  best  example  of  the  simple  life,  says 
the  Daily  Chronicle.  But  Thoreau  knew  how  to 
handle  publishers,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think 
that  he  ever  got  beyond  the  sound  of  Mrs.  Emerson's 
dinner  bell. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Remarks. — Sport  has  been 
exceedingly  bad  on  the  Thames  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  week.  The  river  is  low  and  bright, 
and  the  northerly  gale  has  made  roach  fishing 
almost  out  of  the  question.  Apart  from  this  there 
has  been  snow  and  hail,  and  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  Those  who  have  withstood  the  chilly 
weather  have  not  been  rewarded  for  their  trouble. 
The  end  of  the  season  is  now  so  close  that  every 
one  is  hoping  for  a  favourable  change. — F.  H. 
Amphiett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  very  rough 
winds  little  fishing  has  been  attempted  during  the 
past  week,  and  those  anglers  who  have  been  out 
have  fared  badly,  it  being  quite  impossible  to  fish 
some  of  the  best  swims.  Patrons  of  J.  Arlett,  G. 
Vaughan,  and  J.  James  have  taken  jack  up  to  61b., 
while  Mr.  G.  W.  Reeves  has  taken  a  jack  of  6 Jib., 
and  Mr.  J.  White  has  taken  one  of  71b.  from  the 
bank.  R  oach  have  been  feeding  very  badly,  and  a 
large  number  of  "  bankers  "  went  back  without  a 
fish  on  Feb.  19.  Dace  are  very  scarce  owing 
to  the  fishermen  being  unable  to  go  out  after 
bait  at  Teddington,  the  winds  being  so  rough. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Kingwood). — This  river  has  been  yielding 
good  sport  of  late.  Mr.  Clapp  and  Mr.  Gomm  have 
been  having  splendid  sport  with  the  roach,  taking 
six  dozen  one  day,  and  the  following  day  five  pike 
up  to  81b.  Mr.  Buckley  also  had  a  splendid  take  of 
roach  up  to  l|lb. ;  also  some  very  nice  perch.  Mr. 
Stokes  also  got  pike,  the  largest  16Jlb. — M.  W. 
BIaytee. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week  we  have  had  a  variety  of  weather  which  has 
been  mixed  with  simshine,  and  springlike.  Sport 
with  the  pike  up  to  Monday  has  been  pretty  good, 
several  anglers  out,  and  seen  with  four  and  five  fish 
to  a  rod  up  to  71b.  each.  Since  then  a  change  in 
the  atmosphere,  with  strong  east  winds,  has  checked 
sport.  Plenty  of  fish  are  seen  working  after  food. 
Anglers  who  intend  visiting  this  spot  should  order 
live-baits  beforehand  in  order  to  be  sure,  there 
being  such  a  demand  for  them,  but  the  spoon  bait 
is  useful.  Water  still  holds  a  good  colour,  bank 
angling  clean. — John  O.  George. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  question  of 
restocking  the  river  with  yearling  trout  will  be 
discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators,  which  takes  place  next  week,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  members  wiU,  bearing  in  mind  the 
very  substantial  balance  in  hand  in  favour  of  the 
Board,  which  amounts  to  over  £300,  support  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Colin  May.  It  is  now  many  years 
since  an  amormt  was  spent  by  the  conservators 
for  this  pvurpose,  and  whilst  anglers  in  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  stream  enjoyed  good  sport  last 
season,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  lower 
waters  have  been  very  much  depleted  of  trout, 
and  if  the  reputation  of  the  stream  is  to  be 
maintained,  and  visitors  attracted  by  the  fishing, 
restocking  becomes  a  necessity.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  badly  wanted,  and  the  present  is  most  oppor- 
tiine  in  view  of  the  financial  position  of  the  Board. 
— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — An  extremely  satis- 
factory season  has  been  had  on  the  Avon  andErme, 
and  the  Conservators  have  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£77  Is.  8d.  The  lower  waters  are  reported  to  be 
well  stocked  with  trout,  and  there  are  excellent 
prospects  for  the  coming  season.  Mr.  H.  L.  Jenkins 
has  been  appointed  representative  of  the  Board  on 
the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Salmon  seem  to  be  fairly 
numerous,  thovigh  falling  far  short  of  last  year  at 
this  time.  The  river  nets  began  on  Feb.  2,  and  did 
very  well  for  a  few  days.  Since  then  the  river  has 
been  low,  and  the  weather  cold  and  frosty,  and  fish 
have  not  been  running.  The  rods  had  a  pretty  good 
opening  on  Feb.  16,  but  now  that  the  water  is  low 
and  clear,  and  more  suitable  for  fly  fishing  than  any 
other  method,  one  hears  little  of  sport.  S'or  it  is  a 
melancholy  fact  that  the  most  sportsmanlike  style 
of  angling  is  out  of  date.  Nearly  everyone  use  a 
spinning  rod  and  flings  a  heavily  weighted  bait  of 
■  some  sort.  In  the  Wetheral  water,  Mr.  Pattinson  has 
had  two  fish,  91b.  each  ;  Mr.  G.  Coiilthard,  two,  161b., 
91b. ;  and  Mr.  Atkinson,  one,  91b.  In  the  Corby 
water  Dr.  Crick,  one,  191b. ;  Mr.  H.  Lawson,  two, 
121b.,  81b.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  one,  201b.  In  the 
Crosby  water  Mr.  R.  B.Wood,  one,  15Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  R. 
Carruthers,  one,  71b.  At  Armathwaite  Castle  Mr. 
A.  Edwards,  four,  the  heaviest  24lb. ;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Shaw,  one ;  J.  Dickinson,  keeper  at  Armathwaite 
Hall,  one,  151b.    There  will  not  be  much  more  sport 


till  we  have  a  good  rain,  of  which  there  is  at  present 
no  sign. — Silver  Grey, 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  con- 
ditions have  not  been  conducive  to  much  sport,  the 
rivers  being  low  and  clear.  A  few  pike  have  been 
caught,  also  some  roach  near  the  city,  Exwick,  and 
St.  David's,  and  the  same  reports  reach  me  from  the 
Canal,  where  a  few  roach  have  also  been  taken  with 
paste.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  adoption  of  the 
close  season  conditions  will  improve  the  .fishing  for 
a  renewal  under  more  favourable  conditions  when 
Jane  16  comes.  I  hear  that  some  good  catches  of 
pike  have  been  made  in  the  Great  Western  Canal 
near  Burlescombe  and  Halburton.  At  Exmouth 
the  sea  fishing  has  not  been  good  during  the  last 
week. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  cold  and  boisterous 
weather  this  week  has  quite  spoilt  sport.  Few 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  river  is  very  clear  and 
sluggish,  and  warm  winds  and  heavy  rains  would 
be  very  welcome.  Week-end  prospects  (Feb.  23) 
look  very  discouraging. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  fine 
condition  for  fishing,  and  some  splendid  catches  of 
roach  and  dace,  also  pike,  have  been  taken.  Mr, 
Grane  caught  ninety  roach  and  dace,  weighing 
41  lb.,  also  361b.  and  251b.  There  have  been 
some  very  fine  takes  of  pike,  fish  weighing  from 
61b.  to  101b.  There  is  every  prospect  of  more 
good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained 
from  A.  RoLPH. 

LASTS'  and  Arrow  'L^onlnatnr). — These  streams 
are  both  running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  in  order 
for  fishing,  but  angling  has  been  very  slow  of  late. 
The  trout  season  begins  next  week,  when  if  the 
weather  gets   warmer,   sport  should  be    had. — 

GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou). — The  present  cold, 
bright  weather,  with  a  keen  and  violent  north  wind 
bearing  down  the  stream,  renders  fly  fishing  out  of 
the  question,  and  the  rod  may  as  well  be  put  aside 
until  a  change  to  mild  and  wet  weather  takes  place. 
Last  Saturday  (Feb.  18)  a  rod  on  the  public  water 
got  two  brace  of  decent  fish,  the  best  being  12oz. 
There  is  a  rise  of  duns  every  day  between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock,  but  few  fish  move  to  it. 
A  few  days  ago  a  fisherman  was  down  the  coast 
after  wild  duck,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  here,  and 
noticed  the  swirl  of  a  big  fish  in  a  shallow  creek 
among  the  rocks.  He  had  a  gaff  in  his  boat,  and  as 
the  fish  rushed  out  of  the  creek,  he  made  a  shot  at 
it  with  the  gaff,  and  by  the  most  extraordinary  luck 
hooked  it  and  got  it  into  the  boat.  It  was  an  81b. 
bass. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Although  it  has  been 
very  boisterous  here  we  must  not  complain  of  the 
sport,  for  as  usual  as  the  season  draws  to  a  close 
the  pike  come  on  the  feed  better.  The  largest  during 
the  week  (over  151b.)  fell  to  Mr.  Duke's  rod.  Messrs. 
Marks  and  Blankugse  got  amongst  the  tench  (best 
one,  31b.),  and  some  good  big  roach  and  chub  close 
on  41b.  were  got  by  Mr.  Brown.  The  water  is  all 
that  could  be  desired  for  all-round  angling. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Feb.  16  and  18  saw 
the  competition  through  for  Dr.  Edward  Bigg's  rod, 
value  thirty  shillings,  and  Mr.  Jeffray,  of  Finsbiuy 
Park,  weighed  in  on  Feb.  16  nine  roach  as  follows: 
lib.  940Z.,  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  7|oz.,  lib.  5oz.,  lib.  loz., 
lib.  Joz.,  lib.  2^oz.,  I3J0Z.,  and  12|oz.  H.  Brown, 
St.  ^Ives,  weighed  in  three  as  follows :  13|oz., 
14t|oz.,  and  12foz.  ;  and  on  Feb.  18  he  was  the 
only  one  to  weigh  in  for  it  with  a  nice  roach  of 
lib.  7jOz.  (club  standard,  12oz.).  Mr.  Jeffray  does 
not  fish  for  any  prizes,  excepting  specimens  for 
medals  or  cups,  and  did  not  [enter  for  the  rod,  so 
Mr.  H.  Brown  is  left  the  wiimer.  River  still  very 
clear. — Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  mild  and  pleasant  weather  prevailed 
in  this  neighbourhood  to  the  close  of  last  week,  and 
with  all  these  streams  in  good  condition  anglers 
continued  to  enjoy  good  sport  all  round,  but  late  on 
Feb.  18  occurred  one  of  those  sudden  and  unexpected 
changes  from  spring  to  winter  for  which  our  climate 
is  so  much  noted.  The  wind  got  round  to  the 
north,  and  hail  and  sleet  were  very  much  in 
evidence  all  the  following  day,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  Feb.  20  the  ground  was  all  covered 
with  snow,  which,  however,  totally  disappeared  on 
the  following  day  to  be  followed  by  a  very  sharp 
frost  on  Tuesday  night  (Feb.  21).  At  the  time  of 
writing  (Feb.  22)  there  is  a  very  keen  east  wind 
with  every  appearance  of  a  continuation  of  the 
frost. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  is  still  very 
clear,  and  with  the  wind  in  the  north-east  very 
little  has  been  done.  Some  jack  have  been  taken 
during  the  last  week,  the  best  one  being  taken  by 
a  local  angler,  weighing  81b.  A  party  of  four 
London  anglers  on  Feb.  12  had  between  them 
eleven  sizeable  jack  running  up  to  5 Jib.  each,  but 
the  majority  of  fish  have  been  small.    Roach  are 


almost  completely  off  feed.  A  few  anglers  who 
were  down  on  Feb.  19  had  some  fish,  mostly 
tend  1,  up  to  I  jll).  in  weight.  Prospects  for  sport, 
unless  tlie  wind  and  water  change,  are  very  poor. — 
W.  T.  BAiNiiuiu(;E. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — The  river  in  this  district 
has  l)een  in  excellent  condition  for  some  time  past, 
and  some  fairly  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained.  Pike  fishing  has  yielded  some  good  sport. 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Canterbury,  liad  several  fish,  heaviest 
111b.  Mr.  Dunnou,  of  Margate,  one  of  13Jlb.  and 
several  others  up  to  81b.  ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  (Pisca- 
torial Society),  on  Monday,  in  a  few  hours  caught 
some  splendid  roach,  heaviest  fish,  lib.  lloz.,  two 
others  l.ilb.,  and  fourteen  over  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Homan 
(Herne  Bay),  several  good  pike.  These  results  are 
quite  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  few  that  this 
river  is  only  a  summer  fishing  water.  I  should 
mention  in  the  two  latter  cases  neai  ly  all  the  fish 
were  returned  to  the  river.— J.  Kirby,  River 
Keeper. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Shght 
frosts  with  north-easterly  winds  have  prevailed 
during  the  week,  with  hail,  snow,  and  sleet.  A  few 
good  showers  would  be  welcome,  as  streams  and 
rivers  are  low.  There  is  but  httle  to  report  from 
the  eastern  rivers.'  A  roach  of  Pb.  was  taken  by  Mr. 
C.  W.  Markwick  from  the  Ouse  at  Lewes.  A  pike 
of  5flb.  was  secured  while  roach  fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  near  Fletching,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  loz. 
A  few  roach  and  dace  were  captured  in  the 
Cuckmere  by  Mr.  F.  Holmes.  Several  anglers 
visited  the  Rother  on  Feb.  19,  and  the 
most  noteworthy  catch  was  a  nice  pike  llflb. 
Chichester  Canal  is  high  and  in  good  colour,  but 
has  not  been  much  patronised  during  the  week.  A 
few  of  the  locals  have  tried  the  ba.sin  with  live 
gorge,  but  the  pike  are  a  bit  wary,  and  spinning 
accounts  for  the  recent  heavy  takes.  There  is 
nothing  worth  recording  up  to  time  of  writing. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N-  Devon). — The  date  of  trout  fisliing  has 
been  altered  to  March  1,  one  month  later.  The 
rivers  will  be  very  low  unless  we  have  an  extra- 
ordinary rainfall.  Some  young  trout  have  been 
placed  in  the  many  rivers,  and  unless  the  board  of 
conservators  do  not  put  a  limit  to  the  length  or 
weight,  it  is  possible  that  some  fishermen  may 
catch  and  pocket  everyone  coming  to  the  hook. 
Spring  flies  as  before.  I  hope  next  week  to  give 
some  account  of  the  many  rivers  and  how  to  fish 
them. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order,  but  the  weather  has  been  very  cold, 
with  east  winds.  Pike  have  been  moving  at  live- 
bait,  and  one  or  two  small  fish  landed.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is 
clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  order  for  fly  or 
maggot  fishing.  Angling  has  been  at  a  standstill 
this  week,  but  if  the  weather  clears  up  sport  should 
be  had  with  trout  next  week. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  past  rains  have  done  good  so  far  as 
the  Tyne  is  concerned.  I  am  told  by  a  gentleman 
that  has  fished  the  Tyne  for  salmon  the  last  thirty 
years,  that  fresh  run  salmon  are  seen  and  are 
now  on  the  move.  The  river  Wear  has  also 
been  in  spate  which  gives  a  better  prospect  for 
the  coming  season.  The  Coquet  during  the 
past  week  has  afforded  sport  to  several  anglers. 
Mr.  Ord,  of  Newcastle,  last  week  killed  three  sea- 
trout  with  fly,  and  lost  as  many  more.  Other 
anglers  have  had  similar  takes  with  fly.  Our 
special  Coquet  dressings.  Mallard  and  Claret,  Teal 
and  Yellow,  Small  Butchers,  Jock  Scotts,  Wilkin- 
sons, and  Black  Doctor,  are  all  good  for  the  present 
time. — Henry  A.  Mdrton. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — The 
salmon  and  trout  season  begins  here  on  March  2. 
We  had  very  fine  weather  here  last  week,  and  the 
trout  were  rising  to  the  fly  very  good  about  mid- 
day. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  weather  has 
changed  this  week,  and  we  have  had  a  little  snow 
and  frost,  which  will  be  very  much  against  fly 
fishing.  With  fine  weather  there  will  certainly  be 
some  very  good  sport  had  as  the  rivers  are  full  of 
trout. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St. 
James). — Pike  fishing  has  been  particularlj'  good 
lately  in  this  district.  Mr.  Charity  captured  a  fine 
brace  of  pike,  one  of  them  weighing  101b.,  at  Wel- 
land St.  James.  It  is  the  largest  taken  this  season. 
Mr.  Green,  Peterborough,  secured  five  pike,  the 
heaviest  being  about  51b.  At  Market  Deeping, 
Messrs.  S.  Griffin  and  H.  N.  Field,  jun.,  of  Stam- 
ford, had  some  capital  sport,  landing  eleven  pike, 
the  two  largest  weighing  llilb.  and  lOilb.  — 
E.  A.  S. 

Wye    (Monmouth). — The    water    remains  in 
excellent  condition  for  fishing.    The  salmon  fishing 
as  not  been  greatly  indulged  in  locally  yet,  but  one 
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gentleman,  Mr.  T.  Courteen,  of  Redbrook,  on 
Feb.  18,  landed  a  salmon  411b.  in  weight,  and  in 
splendid  condition.  A  coincidence  is  the  fact  that  on 
the  same  day  last  year  a  fish  of  the  same  weight  was 
caught  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  A  keen  north-east 
wind  down  stream  has  not  been  over  favourable  to 
angling  during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  the 
few  rods  out  have  taken  trout  and  grayling,  which 
rise  mornings  and  afternoons  very  readily  to  either 
Blue  or  Haredown  Blue.  Ground  fishing  still  pro- 
vides sport  with  paste  bait,  and  several  nice  roach 
have  been  taken.  Pike  are  vicious  and  take  any- 
thing offered  them,  but  the  larger  ones  prefer  a  big 
rolling  bait.  A  12}-pounder  was  landed  below 
Monmouth  in  excellent  condition. — Jos.  G.  Jone.s. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  THi&d,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  week's  remarkably  spring- 
like weather  we  have  had  a  change  to  winter  again. 
There  has  been  quite  a  variety.  We  have  had  snow, 
hail,  rain,  and  bitter  east  and  north-westerly  winds. 
The  return  of  winter  came  with  a  vengeance  on 
Saturday  (Feb.  18).  Feb.  19  was  the  bitterest  day 
I  have  experienced  for  many  years.  All  the  liills 
and  mountains  of  Yoredale,  Swaledale,  Nidderdale, 
and  Wharfedale  were  white  with  snow,  there  was 
ten  degrees  of  frost  registered  during  the  night. 
The  numerous  song-birds  that  were  much  in 
evidence  last  week  are  again  silent,  only  the  missel 
thrush  seems  to  sing,  as  may  be  expected.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  any  of  our  principal 
streams.  A  party  of  three,  from  Beverley,  fished 
the  Yore,  between  KUgram  and  Ulsliaw  bridges,  on 
Saturday  and  Monday,  also  Tuesday,  but  only  a  brace 
or  two  of  grayling  rewarded  their  temerity  in  facing 
the  biting  blast.  Mr.  H.  Caley  got  a  couple  of  brace 
of  grayling  in  the  Cover  on  Monday,  one  weighing 
nearly  IJlb. — a  large  fish  for  this  stream.  The 
weather  has  again  moderated,  and  one  can  expect  to 
look  for  better  prospects.  Very  few  anglers  out 
between  CHfton  and  Masham.  The  Tanfield  water 
is  now  closed  till  April.  A  few  rods  out  in  the 
district  of  Ripon;  only  moderate  sport  has  been  met 
with.  The  Wharfe  has  been  low  and  also  a  little 
fresh  running.  Very  few  anglers  out,  except  in  the 
lowest  reaches.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught,  but 
sport  on  the  whole  has  been  quiet  on  this  stream 
amongst  the  roach,  chub,  and  dace.  The  Nidd 
has  been  fishing  better  than  of  late.  Some  fine 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  caught  at  Ribston, 
Walshford,  and  Hunsingore.  Messrs.  Chamberlain 
and  Oliver  have  met  with  good  sport,  baskets  of 
61b.  to  121b.  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  got.  At 
the  Robin  Angling  Club,  Mr.  H.  Hudson  weighed  a 
nice  pike  weighing  71b.  Mr.  Oliver  also  weighed  a 
basket  of  mixed  fish,  121b.  Mr.  J.  Rothwell,  who, 
I  hear,  has  been  paying  a  visit  up  in  the  south  of 
England,  sent  a  basket  of  mixed  fish,  chiefly  roach 
and  dace,  weighing  201b.,  but  only  just  over  lOlb. 
being  eligible  to  weigh  in  for  the  special  prize,  many 
of  the  dace  being  only  fit  for  bait.  The  Swale  has 
been  in  fair  trim  ;  a  few  brace  of  grayling  have  been 
caught  at  Skeeby  and  Catterick.  The  weather  is 
niuch  milder,  and  sport  should  improve  amongst  the 
pike  at  the  week-end. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon.  —  No  salmon  have  been 
landed  on  the  Beauly  since  Capt.  Hugh  Eraser's,  of 
Lovat's,  141b.  salmon  on  the  opening  day,  in  fact, 
the  weather  has  been  so  stormy  that  there  was  little, 
if  any,  angHng  for  salmon.  In  the  tidal  waters,  how- 
ever, the  Moniach  Castle  rods  had  some  good  takes 
of  sea-trout,  and  so  also  had  the  Beaufort  Castle 
rods.  The  takes  ranged  up  to  twenty  per  day,  but 
the  trout  were  not  in  such  good  condition  as  on 
some  previous  years.  The  Beauly  is  a  late  river  for 
salmon,  and  does  not  show  well  till  the  end  of  March 
or  beginning  of  April.  Last  year,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  Mr.  Hay  had  thirty-seven  grand 
salmon  in  April,  the  average  weight  of  which  was 
111b.  In  May,  Mr.  Gibbons  had  102  salmon  and 
three  grilse,  aggregating  1 102 Jib. ;  while  in  June, 
Col.  Kincaid  Smith  and  Col.  Demolynx  had  fifty- 
four  salmon  and  grilse.  In  July  no  less  than  259 
salmon  and  grilse  were  creeled  on  the  Home  and 
Falls  beat,  which  included  takes  up  to  twenty-four 
per  day  by  Mr.  Duff  to  his  own  rod.  In  August, 
sixty  fish  were  got,  and  also  about  thirty  sea-trout. 
Extraordinary  takes  of  trout  were  also  got,  one 
angler  getting  106  in  a  single  day.  In  view  of  these 
phenomenal  takes  the  hopes  of  the  lessees  for  this 
year  are  very  high.  Conon  Riveb. — Notwithstand- 
ing that  the  pools  are  well  stocked,  no  angling  has 
yet  been  done  on  this  splendid  early  Ross-shire  river. 
Both  February  and  March  have  afforded  good 
baskets.  Col.  McKenzie,  of  Seaforth,  is  proprietor, 
and  the  record  for  the  river  was  made  by  Sir  Edward 
Grey  in  1900.  Sir  Edward  is  a  first-rate  angler. — 
A.  Ross. 

Border  Bsk  and  Iiiddle. — A  good  many  spring 
salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  among  which  have  been  several  large  ones. 
On  Thursday,  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Makant,  while  fishing 


in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  landed  a  splendid 
spring  salmon  which  scaled  231b.,  and  last  week 
Mr.  J ohnson.  while  fishing  in  the  same  water,  landed 
a  male  fish  fresh  from  the  salt  water  weighing  281b. 
Fishing  in  the  lower  Willow  he  lost  an  apparently 
new  run  salmon.  Also  Mr.  Johnson  had  some  good 
runs  with  kelts  in  the  Speard  water,  opposite 
Seaurbank  above  Longtown  Bridge.  In  the  water 
between  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  several  small 
galmon  are  reported  to  have  been  killed,  and 
angling  prospects  in  that  part  of  the  river  are 
apparently  very  good.  A  number  of  fine  spring 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Solway  Firth,  although  few  fishermen  have  com- 
menced operations  on  accoimt  of  the  cold  tem- 
perature of  the  water.  A  few  "  Ben  fish  "  have  also 
been  caught  of  good  weights.  The  poke  net 
fishermen  of  Annan  have  been  granted  their  annual 
licences  and  commence  fishing  with  their  bag  nets 
on  Saturday  morning  (Feb.  25),  when  the  fishings 
on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Channel  commence  for  the 
season.  Their  stake  nets  also  begin  the  season  at  the 
same  time.  Salmon  are  running  freely  in  the  estuary, 
and  given  fine  weather  a  successful  spring  fishing  is 
anticipated.  The  sameiapplies  to  the  rivers  generally. 
Fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  Mr.  Makant 
had  a  salmon  of  8|lb.,  and  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskank, 
Canonbie,  landed  a  fish  over  81b.  below  Liddlefoot, 
while  a  small  new  run  salmon  was  caught  in  the 
Netherby  water  leased  by  Mr.  M'Lellan.  Kelts  are 
numerous  in  the  lower  waters,  and  several  have  been 
landed  only  to  be  returned  to  the  river.  Fly  fishing 
is  only  permissible  at  present  from  the  Canonbie 
glebe  lands  downwards.  The  remaining  waters  of 
the  as.sociation  open  for  fly  fishing  on"  March  15, 
and  for  bait  and  minnow  fishing  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
will  be  open  on  June  1. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  the  weather 
has  been  exceedingly  changeable  and  stormy  since 
the  opening  of  the  salmon  fishing  season,  anglers 
have  been  enjoying  fairly  good  sport.  On  the 
Inverichny  section,  on  Monday.  Feb.  20,  Rev.  H. 
Young  killed  a  fine  fresh  run  fish  of  91b.,  several  fish 
have  also  been  killed  on  the  Marnock  Lodge  fishing, 
scaling  71b.  to  13Jlb.  A  good  deal  of  snow  fell 
lately,  which  when  melted  on  the  hills  wUl  have  a  good 
effect  on  the  water,  which  continues  to  run  rather  low 
for  successful  fishing.  There  is  a  fair  appearance 
of  clean  fish  in  most  of  the  pools.  The  net  fishing 
in  the  river  and  along  the  coast  received  a  check 
during  the  recent  storm  from  the  north.  Along  the 
coast  the  sea  was  running  very  high,  and  did  a  large 
amount  of  damage  to  the  bag  nets.  Up  to  the  end 
of  last  week  the  results  from  the  various  stations 
were  about  an  average  number  of  fish,  but  only  a 
few  salmon  and  sea-trout  were  got  daily  by  the 
sweep  nets  on  the  river.  Salmon  are  of  an  average 
size  of  81b.  and  of  capital  quality,  while  the  sea- 
trout  weigh  a  little  over  1  lb. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus,  N.B.).— (Feb.  18). 
— Mr.  Ellard,  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  Loch 
Ness  on  Feb.  16,  had  a  salmon  of  181b. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.) — On  Feb.  11, 
Mr.  J.  Munn  Ross  had  two  salmon,  221b.  and  81b. ; 
Mr.  Hugh  Neil,  one,  201b.;  Dr.  McConnell,  two, 
201b.  and  191b. ;  Mr.  G.  Dimcan  Deuchars,  one,  91b. 
On  Feb.  13,  Mr.  J.  Munn  Ross,  one,  4lb.,  and  on 
Feb.  14,  two,  181b.  and  101b.  On  Feb.  15,  Mr. 
James  F.  Longmuir,  one,  8|lb.,  and  on  Feb.  16, 
two,  201b.  and  101b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killiu  Hotel)  Fishing  from  Killin 

Hotel  on  Feb.  16,  Col.  J.  C.  Dalton  landed  a 
salmon,  231b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Lythall,  one,  14|lb.  On 
Feb.  17,  Col.  J.  C.  Dalton,  one.  361b.  On  Feb.  22, 
Mr.  C.  Willison.  one,  21  lb. ;  Mr.  D.  Willison,  one, 
161b.;  Mr.  D,  A.  Cormack,  one,  191b.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  waters,  on  Feb.  17,  Dr.  Tooth,  London,  had 
one  salmon  of  201b.,  and  Mr-  Holzephel,  Newcastle, 
had  one  of  181b.,  and  on  Feb.  18  he  had  one  of 
24pb.— R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  King's  water 
at  Balmoral  "  first  blood  "  was  got  by  Mr.  McHardie, 
on  Feb.  16,  in  a  beauty  of  24Hb.,  and  was  duly 
despatched  to  the  King,  and  on  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Grant, 
head-stalker  to  the  King,  killed  a  heavy  fish  of 
20pb.,  which  was  despatched  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  On  the  Ballater  waters,  Mr.  Bristoe 
and  party  (four  rods)  have  had  an  excellent 
start  in  spite  of  the  small  waters.  On  the  Dinnet 
water,  Mr.  Hartley  had  several,  heaviest,  13|lb. 
On  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Brown  had  one  of  16lb. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  two,  of  81b.  and  171b.,  and  two  of  81b. 
and  101b.  ;  while  Major  Bethune  creeled  two  of  6|lb. 
and  121b.,  and  one  of  171b.  on  the  Forest  of  Birse 
water.  On  the  Castle  section,  Mr.  Croker,  Taplow, 
had  one  of  S^b.,  and  one  of  171b.  On  the  Kincar- 
dine waters  very  good  sport  has  also  been  had.  On 
Ballogie,  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  landed  seven- 
teen fish  for  the  week,  scaling  up  to  161b. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Robertson,  keeper,  creeled 
six    of   average    weights,  while   John  Mortimer 


had  ten  on  Feb.  20  on  the  Cairnton  (Lord  Pem-hjm's) 
water,  and  several  every  day  since.  On  the  Black- 
hall  Castle  water,  Mr.  Hay's  guests  are  also  having 
from  four  to  eight  fish  daily,  and  Messrs.  Gilchrist, 
on  Crathes,  is  also  meeting  with  similar  results' 
On  the  Durris  section,  Mr.  Baird's  guests  have  beeii 
very  successful,  having  two  and  three  daily.  On 
the  Drum  water,  Mr.  A  F.  Irvine  had  three 
fish  for  the  week  scaUng  6Uh.,  71b.,  and  91b. 
Don.— A  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  Dyce  water, 
but  no  clean  fish  have  as  yet  been  met  with.  The 
Beadluston  water  is  to  be  let  out  as  a  ticket  water 
to  a  lunited  number  of  rods.  The  Parkhill  water 
has  also  undergone  a  change,  and  in  future  will  be 
fished  by  four  rods  only  at  an  advanced  rental. 
They  are  all  taken  up,  and  needless  to  say  they 
could  have  been  let  twice  over.  Ythan  and 
UoiE. — These  rivers  open  on  Saturday  first  for 
anghng  and  netting.    The  prospects  are  fairly  good, 

considering  the  low  state  of  the  water.  Later.  

Dee.— Fishing  on  the  Aboyne  Castle  water  "on. 
Monday,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Fane,  Bahiacoil,  had 
one  of  61b.  On  the  hotel  waters  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  Brown  had  one  of  71b.,  while  Mr.  Smith  had 
one  of  141h.  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  section,  and 
Mr.  Croker,  Taplow,  two  of  61b.  and  6pb.  on  the 
Castle  waters,  in  addition  to  one  by  Admiral  Fane 
of  81b.  The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  colder, 
and  indications  of  another  snowstorm  in  the  near 
future  are  not  wanting.  Salmon  are  very  scarce  on 
the  coast,  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  only  creel- 
ing about  one-tenth  their  usual  supplies.  All  kinds 
of  fish  are  exceedingly  scarce  on  account  of  the 
ground-swell  and  not  for  the  lack  of  fish.  Mean- 
time they  are  off  the  coast. — G.  M. 

Oich  (Port  Augti,stus,  N.B.).— Mr.  Oldfield,  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  Feb.  17,  had  a  salmon  of 
221b.,  and  Major  Brown  had  two  of  261b.  and  81b 
On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Oldfield  had  three  sahnon,  221b., 
141b.,  and  8ilb.,  and  on  Feb.  21a  salmon  of  201b. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  last   batch  of  the 
Border  rivers  of  the  Solway  open  their  angling 
season  to-day  (Saturday,  Feb.  25).    Last  week  the 
Dee,  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  and 
the  Cree,  of  Creetown  of  Galloway,  opened  their 
waters,  but  so  far  no  reports  have  reached  me  of 
the  nature  of  the  sport  on  these  rivers.   The  former 
stream  is  in  the  hands  of  private  parties,  and  little 
is  allowed  to  transpire  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
angling,  and  the  best  stretches  of  the  Dee  are  also 
privately  leased.    The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  does  not 
throw  open  its  waters  until  later  on  in  the  season. 
The  prospects  for  the  opening  on  the  Annan  and 
Nith  this  morning  are  not  so  favourable,  owing  to 
the  somewhat  low  and  clear  state  of  both  streams. 
During  the  past  month  a  number  of  clean  spring 
salmon  have  been  migrating,  and  within  the  past  week 
several  clean  salmon  have  been  seen  rising  in  the 
pools.    Neither  the  Annan  nor  Dumfries  Nith  can 
be  classed  as  spring  salmon  rivers,  although  a  few 
are  taken  every  spring,  more  particularly  in  the 
former  river.    Formerly  it  was  believed  that  spring 
salmon  did  not  ascend  either  of  these  rivers,  but 
time  has  changed  all  that  notion.    During  the  past 
few  years  some  beautiful  clean-run  fish  have  been 
caught  with  the  sea  parasite  still  clinging  to  them, 
proving  conclusively  that  the  fish  had  just  left  the 
Solway.    There  is  one  thing  about  which  some 
doubt  stiU  exists — namely,  how  far  up  the  rivers  do 
these  spring  salmon  ascend  ?    Personally,  I  cannot 
vouchsafe  the  truth  that  they  have  been  taken 
with  the  fiy  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Annan. 
A  few  years  ago  several  were  reported  in  the  local 
press  of  the  district  as  being  caught  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Annan  dm-ing  the  earher  part  of  April. 
Your  correspondent  was  inclined  to   accept  the 
reports  w  ith  a  pinch  of  salt,  and  in  the  Field  and 
Fishing  Oazette  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  so- 
called  spring  salmon  were  likely  to  be  well  mended 
kelts.     One  of    the   gentlemen,   an  experienced 
angler,  who  caught  one  of  the  fish  referred  to, 
communicated  with  me  afterwards,  and  assured  me 
in  all  sincerity  that  the  fish  he  killed  was.  beyond 
doubt  a  clean-run  spring  fish  from  the  sea.    He  re- 
marked, in  his  letter,  that  he  had  eaten  part  of  it 
himself,  and  distributed  several  sHces  among  his 
intimate  friends,  and  one  and  aU    declared  it 
to  be  the  most  deliciously  flavoured  salmon  they 
had    ever    tasted.      On    the  other  hand,  there 
are  some  anglers  of  quite   as  much  experience 
who  have  never  been  fortunate  to  land  a  clean 
salmon  in  the  spring  months,  and  are  inclined  to 
the  behef  that  if  spring  salmon  do  ascend  the 
Annan,  they  are  few  and  far  between.    I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  spring  salmon  fishing  is  not 
so  studiously  persevered  with  as  it  should  be,  or 
there  would  probably  be  more  spring  salmon  falling 
to  the  rods.     One  riparian  proprietor  does  not,  I 
understand,  allow  his  water  to  be  fished  until 
several  weeks  have  elapsed  from  the  opening,  in 
order  to  allow  the  kelts  to  get  back  to  the  sea,  and 
that  there  are  no  spring  salmon  to  angle  for — a 
mistaken  idea,  as  spring  salmon  have  to  my  know- 
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MURTON'S 

Siockiakinff  and  Clearance 

SALE 


Being  30  to  75  percent.!!! 
off  usual  prices. 


lAnglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's 
Association. 


PRESIDENT : 

COL.  W.  BROMLEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 


FISHING  JACKETS,  black  proof, 
to  shorten  for  deep  wading,  16/6  for 
12/6;  Tweeds,  grey  and  fawn,  25/- 
for  16/6 :  or,  ventilated,  as  sketch, 
all  guaranteed  black  proof,  25/-  for 
16/6 ;  Tweeds,  30/-  for  18/6. 

OUR  NOTED  FISHING  STOCK- 
INGS, offered  during  this  Sale  at 
the  unprecedented  low  price  of  13/6 
per  pair,  in  Sateen,  Fustian,  and 
Twill,  all  guaranteed  goods. 


Sateen,  and 


COMMITTEE : 


Sir  J.  Heatlicoat  Aiiiorv,  Bart. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Baihvard 

Mr.  Reginald  Corbet 

Mr.  Frank  Dugdale 

Mr.  F.  W.  Fison,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Fry 

Mr.  O.  Heywood  Jones 


Mr.  R.  H.  Venables  Kvrke 

Mr.  F.  Pif;ou 

Hon.  Ilenrv  Portman 

Mr.  E.  G.  i'retyman,  M.P. 

Mr.  L.  K.  Rice 

Jlr.  H.  A.  Simonds 

Mr.  E.  .Sturdy 


PRESENT  LIST  OF  MEMBERS: 


TROUSERS,  Fustian, 
Twill,  22/6  per  pair. 

REELS,  Trout,  best  bronzed,  revolving 
plate  and  'check,  2  in.,  3/-  ;  2 J  in 
3/6  ;  2J  in.,  4/-  ;  3  in.,  4/6  ;  3J  in."; 
6/6  ;  4  m.,  7/-,    Superior  gunmetal, 
9/-,  10/-,  12/-,  13/-,  14/-. 

BROGUES,  all  rubber,  12/6;  Shoes, 
10/6  ;  Brogues,  all  leather  soles, 
16/6  ;  Shoes,  all  leather  soles,  13/6. 
A  few  canvas  to  leather  best  Tyne- 
side  Brogues,  27/6  for  20/-. 

KNEE  BOOTS,  Wellingtons  and^Napoleons,  27/- for  14/6  ;  Long 
Thigh  Boots,  30/-  and  35/-  for  17/6 ;  Rubber^Knee  Boots,  leather  soles  40 A 
for  27/6.  '  ^ 

BASKETS  and  CREELS,  best  French, 
No.  1,  2/3;  No.  2,  2/9;  No.  3,  3/6; 
No.  4,  4/3. 

TROUT   FLY  RODS,  in  3  joints,  green- 
heart  throughout,  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,  bronzed  and  tenoned,  handsomely     -    _    _  - 
^f^^^^'i?-  ^ag.  complete;  a  marvel  at  the  price.     Oft.  and  10ft 

5/b  ;  11  ft;.  6/6  ;  12  ft  7/6.  Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish, 
2  tops ;  9  ft.,  8/6  ;  10  ft.,  9/6 ;  11  ft.,  10/6  ;  12  ft.,  11/6. 

TROUT  ROD,  2  joints,  greenheart  throughout,  balanced 
handle,  2  tops,  bronzed  fittings,  double  brazed  and 
tenoned,  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  com 
plete.  8  ft.,  8|  ft.,  or  9  ft.,  10/6  ;  9^-  ft.,  10  ft.,  or 
lOJ  ft.,  11/6  ;  11  ft..  Hi  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  13/6.  For  those 
f  who  want  a  good  .serviceable  rod  at  a  low  price,  this 
will  be  found  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  action  and 
finish  is  superior  to  many  high-priced  rods. 

SALMON  RODS,  3  joints,  greenheart  throughout, 
bronzed  fittings,  beautifully  finished ;  this  rod  is  also 
suitable  for  Loch  or  Sea  Trout  Fishing.  15  ft  10/fi  • 
16  ft.,  11/6  ;  17  ft.,  15/6 ;  18  ft.,  18/6 

SPECIAL  SALMON    ROD,  very  superior,  3  joints 
hickory  butt,   greenheart   centres,   2   tops,  bronzed 
fittings,  in  partition  bag,  complete,  15  ft.,  27/6  ■  16  ft 
33/-;  17  ft.,  38/-;  18  ft.,  42/-;  19  ft.,  45/-.  Worth 
double  the  money. 

PIKE   AND   SEA  FISHING  RODS,  stout 
E.   I.   cane,   4  joints,   full    length    16  ft., 

  can  be  altered  to  9  ft.  or  12  ft.  to  suit  • 

from  heavy  ledgenng  to  fiy  fishing;  3  tops;  makes  a  useful  Pike  Rod  10/6- 
the  same,  12  ft.  long,  1  top,  3  joints,  6/-  >  ^"/u. 


Send    for    Cata^logue    of    SsLle  Goods. 

MARVELLOUS  PRICES!  I! 

CHEQUES  AND  POSTAL  ORDERS  MADE  PAYABLE  TO— 

HENRY  A.  MURTOM 

NORTHERN  ANGLER'S  RESORT, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Sir.T.  Heathcoat  Amorj-,Bart. 
Capt.  D.  M.  Anderson 
Mr.  W.  E.  Archer 
Mr.  R.  C.  Bacon 
Mr.  W.  A.  Bailward 
Admiral    Sir    .John  Baird, 

K.C.B. 
Capt.  Banbury 
Mr.  H.  M.  Banbury 
Mr.  T.  Bate 
Mr.  W.  F.  Beart 
Mr.  George  Beck 
Lord  Charles  Bentinck 
Miss  Sarah  Bibbv 
Mr.  Frank  Bibbv 
Mr.  W.  H.  Bishop 
Mrs.  Blackburne 
Mr.  E.  .J.  Brook 
Col.  W.  E.  Brymer,  M.P. 
Baron  Von  Bultzingstowen 
Mr.  Hubert  A.  Butler 
Mr.  Edmund  Byron 
Mr.  Robert  Caird 
Mr.  Archibald  Campbell 
Mr.  W.  BlcOran  Campbell 
Mr.  W.  S.  Campbell 
Mr.  A.  B.  Cane 
Mr.  G.  W.  Carlvon 
Mr.   Leslie  Melville  Cart- 
wright 

Sir  Reginald  Cathcart,  Bart. 
Col.  J.  Cavendish 
Major  Chadwick 
Mr.  R.  B.  Chambers 
Mr.  E.  Chaplin 
Mr.  Henry  Charrington 
Hon.  Mrs.  Walter  Hill  Chet- 
•ynd 

Mr.'H.  A.  Christy 
Mr.  H.  A.  Cockbiirn 
Mr.  N.  C.  Cockburn 
Mr.  R.  T.  Poole  Collyns 
Mr.  Reginald  Corbet 
J\lr.  Edward  M.  Corbett 
Mr.  J.  M.  Coulthurst 
Mr.  Harding  Cox 
Major  Cumberland 
Gen.  Reginald  Curteis 
Mr.  Chas.  C.  Dallas 
The  Earl  of  Dartrey 
Col.  W.  Bromley-Davenport, 
D.S.O.,  M.P. 
Francis  Denys 
Col.  Charles  Dixon 
Mr.  Tatton  Dixon 
The  Earl  of  Ducie 
Mr.  F.  Dugdale 
Major  C.  W.  E.  Duncouibe 
Mr.  Frank  Dunsford 
Sir  ,TohQ  Edge,  K.C. 
Mr.  Humphrey  Ellis 
Mr.  George  Esson 
Mr.  Thomas  S.  Esson 
Mr.  H.  W.  Ethelston 
Sir  William  Ffolkes,  Bart. 
Miss  Lucy  Fergusson 
Mr.  F.  W.  Fison,  M.P. 


Dr.  W.  A.  FitzGerald 
Mr.  T.  W.  Fry 
Mr.  Stephen  P.  Gallwey 
Viscount  Gal  way,  C.B. 
Mr.  A.  Agg  Gardner 
Rev.  Frank  H.  Gooch 
Sir  Lionel  Smith  Gordon,  Bt. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Gould 
Mr.  F.  Gover 
Mr.  R.  S.  Graeme 
Mr.  Douglas  Graham 
Jlr.  Herbert  Graystone 
Hon.  Louis  Greville 
Capt.  Hon.  A.  Greville 
Mr.  Hugh  Grimston 
Major  R.  Hallo wes 
Mr.  E.  A.  Hambro 
Mr.  Henry  C.  Hambro 
Admiral  R.  H.  Hamond 
Jlr.  Bertram  Hardy 
Mr.  C.,.].  Haviland 
Mr.  .1.  Clarke  Hawkshaw 
Mr.  Christopher  Head 
Col.  VV.  S.  Hebbert 
Capt.  R.  L.  Heygate 
Mr.  T.  B.  Hughes 
Major  J.  S.  Hunter 
Capt.  A.  J.  Irvine 
Mr.  .J.  .1.  Bell-Irving 
Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irviog 
Mr.  C.  N.  .lackson 
Hon.  Cecil  Johnstone 
Mr.  Llewelyn  R.  .Jones 
Mr.  0.  Heywood  .Tones 
Sir  H.  Seton  Karr,  M.P. 
Mr.  William  Keene 
Col.  F.  W.  Kennedy 
Lord  Kenyon 
Lord  Kesteven 
Capt.  Kinglake 
Mr.  R.  H.  Venables  Kyrke 
Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke 
Mr.  C.  Venables  Llewelyn 
Hon.  F.  C.  Lascelles 
Capt.  T.  C.  Leather 
Mr.  H.  A.  Lermitte 
Mr.  F.  Dames  Longworth 
Mr.  W.  H.  Macintosh 
Rev.  F.  R.  Marriott 
Mr.  F.  W.  I.  Marriott 
Mr.  F.  P.  Mason 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert 

Maxwell,  Bart..  M.P. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Meek,  K.C. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Menzies 
Mi.  W.  Steuart  Menzies 
Capt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Molvneux 
Col.  A.  C.  Newland 
Lord  Newton 
Mr.  W.  H.  Nicholls 
Mr.  E.  P.  Oakley 
Mr.  F.  G.  Oliver 
Jlajor  W.  Orde 
Lord  Berkeley  Paget 
Mr.  Louis  Paine 
Mr.  H.  Parsons 
Mr.  Hugh  Peel 


Jlr.  Henry  .J.  Pearson 
Jlr.  L.  Pelly 
Jlr.  E.  Lort"  Phillips 
Jlr.  F.  Pigou 
Jlr.  A.  L.  Pike 
Hon.  H.  15.  Portman 
Hon.  E.  W.  B.  Portman 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger.  Bart. 
Jlr.  E.  G.  Pretvman,  JI.P. 
Jlr.  F.  Pym 

Col.  C.  Birch-Reynardson 
Jlr.  L.  K.  Rice 
Vice-Admiral  E.  Rice 
Jlr.  E.  C.  Richardson 
Col.  H.  Douglas  Rooke 
The  Hon.  Victor  Russell 
Jlr.  (;.  A.  Smith-Rylaud 
Jlr.  R.  Salomonson 
Capt.  W.  Sherbrooke,  R.N. 
Jlr.  Jlontagu  R.  Waldo  Sib- 
thorp 

Jlr.  Coningsby  C.  Sibthorp 
Jlr.  H.  A.  Simonds 
Jlr.  L.  de  L.  Simonds 
Jlr.  Sebastian  C.  Snow 
Jlr.  D.  JI.  Jl.Crichton  Somer- 

viUe.  F.R.G.S. 
Jlr.  T.Townshend  Somerville 
Jlr.  J.  Spiller 

Jlr.  Charles  Thomas  Stanford 
Jlr.  Frank  X.  Streatfeild 
Jlr.  P.  JI.  Stewart 
Jlr.  K.  Sturdy 
Jlr.  .T.  B.  Tavlor 
Jlr.  William'P.  Taylor 
Lord  Herbert  A'aue-Tempest 
Jlr.  J.  H.  Thomas 
Jlr.  A.  R.  Ticehurst 
Rev.  H.  G.  Topham 
Capt.  Harrv  Townshend 
Jlr.  A.  W.'Trethewy 
JIajor-Gen.  R.  Upciier 
Capt.  F.  JVallace 
Rev.  ^V.  H.  \\'aller 
JIajor  P.  J.  Waldron 
Jlr.  A.  Barclay  Walker 
Sir  Peter  A\'alker.  Bart. 
Jlr.  Harold  R.  Ward 
Jlr.  William  Hy.  Warner 
The  Earl  of  Warwick 
Jlr.  Daniel  Watnev 
Col.  R.  -W.  JI.  Wetherell 
Jlr.  R.  Wheeu 
Jliss  Wheen 

Jlr.  Evelyn  JI.  Whcatley 
Capt.  A.  E.  Whitaker 
Jlr.  R.  Brooman  White 
Col.  F.  Whitmorc 
Sir  John  Willoughbv,  Bart. 
Jlr.  H.  O.  Wills  ■ 
Jlr.  W.  Jlelville  Wills 
JIaj-Gen.  Jlildmav  ^Villsoa 
Jlr.  W.  Wise 
Jlr.  Andrew  Wood 
Lord  Wolverton 
Jlr.  Percy  Wormald 
Mr.  G.  E'.  Wright 


The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  brine-  about  co-operation  between  its  memlicr.s  in 
I  everything  affecting  their  interest  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  private  .agency  for  letting  the  fishings  or  sporting  rights  of  its  members 
I  in  Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  fishing  rights  upon  the  principal  Xorwegi.m  rivers,  the  Association 
lis  in  a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  fishings  in  Norway  to  relijible  sources  of 
I  information. 

For  further  details  and  for  lists  of  fishings,  itc,  to  be  let  by  members,  applv  to 


Chard,*  Somerset. 


A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Eon.  So:. 
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ledge  been  cauglit  in  tlie  waters  immediately  above 
as  also  below  tlie  portion  referred  to.  Fortunately 
there  has  been  no  disease  in  the  Annan  this  winter, 
and  similar  reports  reach  me  from  myNith  correspon- 
dent in  regard  to  that  river.  The  spawning  period  has 
been  an  excellent  one  all  along  in  all  the  Solway  rivers, 
and  there  has  been  an  absence  of  extra  heavy  floods 
to  disturb  the  ova  laid  down  by  breeding  fish  this 
winter.  Tlie  winter  has  been  comparatively  mild 
since  the  New  Year,  and  there  has  been  a  fair 
amount  of  food  for  trout,  so  that  yellow  trout  should 
be  in  fair  order  by  Easter  this  year.  As  a  rule  anglers 
on  the  Annan  return  their  yellow  trout  up  to  the 
end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  mornings  are  frosty.  Until  a  flood 
takes  place  the  prospects  for  the  spring  salmon  fly 
are  not  encouraging.  A  goodly  number  of  clean 
fish  have  been  running  in  the  Solway,  and  the 
Carlisle  Eden  nets  appear  to  be  having  a  good  time 
of  it. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Moraysh.ire). — The  weather  remains  un- 
settled, the  high  winds  interfering  both  with  sport 
on  the  river  and  the  sea  fishing.  However,  when 
the  weather  permitted,  sport  has  been  fairly  good 
since  the  opening.  Several  fish,  one  weighing  141b., 
have  been  got  as  far  up  as  the  Tulchan  waters  at 
Adrie.  This  is  somewhat  rare  so  early  in  the  season, 
but  the  high  water  tempts  the  salmon  to  an  early 
and  a  rapid  migration  upwards,  while  the  flood 
renders  it  easier  for  the  fish  to  escape  the  meshes 
of  the  cobble-fishers'  nets.  Clean  fish  appear 
to  be  "'plentiful,  though  anglers  have  to  contend 
with  a  large  number  of  unclean.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Reid,  gamekeeper, 
killed  two  salmon,  weighing  61b.  and  7i|lb.  respec- 
tively, while  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  he  had  one  of  81b. 
and  on  Feb.  22  another  of  14pb.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Duncan, 
fishermen,  killed  two  salmon  of  71b.  each,  and  on 
Feb.  22  one  of  81b.  Mr.  Sharp,  fishermen,  fishing 
on  the  Loggan  House  water,  on  Feb.  21,  killed  one 
of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Shaw  one  of  the  same  weight  on 
Knockando  House  water. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
somewhat  cold  with  occasional  snow  showers.  The 
river  continues  in  good  ply  but  is  getting  low.  The 
sport  obtained  has  not  been  so  good  as  the  previous 
week.  Fishing  Upper  Stanley,  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder 
had  one  fish  of  22|lb.  on  Feb.  15.  On  Lower 
Stanley  the  same  gentlemen  killed  two  fish  of 
141b.  and  171b.  on  Feb.  16,  while  Mr.  Ernest 
Shand  landed  one  of  21Jlb.  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  21. 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  fishing  the  Benchill  beat  on 
Feb.  15,  killed  one  salmon  of  131b.,  while  in  the 
upper  reaches,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  caught  one  fish  of 
181b.  on  Feb.  14,  and  two  of  23ilh.  and  14lb.  on 
Feb.  15  on  the  Lower  Dunkeld  water,  and  on  the 
21st.  two  fish  of  201b.  and  141b.  on  Upper  Dunkeld. 
Mr.  Thornton  had  also  one  fish  of  241b.  on  the  24th. 
River  Garry. — Mr.  P.  McArthur,  fishing  the 
Bonskeid  water  on  Feb.  17,  landed  a  salmon  of 
221b.  This  is  the  heaviest  fish  which  has  been 
landed  from  the  Garry  for  same  time. — River 
Ttjmmel. — Fishing  Fisher's  Hotel  water,  on  Feb.  17, 
Mr.  A.  Stewart  killed  a  nice  fish  of  15Jlb.  Loch 
Tay. — On  the  hotel  water.  Colonel  J.  C.  Dalton, 
fishing  on  Feb.  16,  landed  one  fish  of  231b.,  and  on 
Feb.  17  another  of  361b.,  while  on  Feb.  16  Mr.  F. 
Lythall  killed  one  fish  of  14 Jib.  The  weather  since 
Feb.  17  has  been  too  rough  for  boats  to  fish. — A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caitliness).  —  Fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  this  river  during  the  past  week.  On 
Feb.  15  there  were  killed  three  fish  of  101b.,  81b., 
and  61b  ;  on  Feb.  16  two  fish  of  201b.  and  61b. ;  on 
Feb.  17  one  of  1.51b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  18  one  of  91b.— 
A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District  — A  fall  of  snow  on 
Feb.  19  and  sharp  frosts  since  practically  stopped 
trout  fishing  in  this  district.  The  remainder  of  the 
rivers  in  this  district  open  on  March  1.  To-day 
(Feb.  22)  the  weather  is  more  springlike  in  charac- 
ter. The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  has  arranged 
to  hold  a  trout  fishing  competition  for  the  Hunter 
Cup  on  the  Maine  on  Easter  Monday. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — A  very  severe 
storm  set  in  in  this  locality,  and  has  continued  up 
to  the  time  of  writing  since  last  report,  and  snow 
and  hail  have  been  almost  constantly  falling  all  the 
time,  and  now  for  the  last  few  nights  the  frost  has 
been  very  keen,  so  that  the  intensity  of  the  cold 
during  the  past  week  kept  all  anglers  away  from 
being  out  on  the  river  and  no  angling  has  been 
done.  Frost  prevails  at  time  of  writing,  and  the 
river  is  becoming  low,  so  that  there  is  not  much 
prospect  of  sport  until  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  comes. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 

Iiee  River  (co.  Cork).  —  Salmon  fishing  has 
been  very  poor  during  the  week.  Cold  north-east 
wind  and  water  dead  low.  Most  gentlemen  who 
have  rented  water  have  put  up  their  rods  until  we 
get  rain.  During  the  week  Mr.  J.  Caulfield  had  one 
salmon,  81b. ;  J.  McCarthy  one,  61b. ;  H.  Vaughan- 


Clark  (Bristol)  one,  6nb. ;  Mr.  J.  Kelleher  five, 
5ilb.,  81b.,  81b.,  91b.,  lOlb. ;  G.  M.  levers  one,  9^lh.; 
Mr.  J.  Barry  two,  101b.,  111b.,  Mr.  J.  McAuMff  one, 
81b. ;  Mr.  M.  Halloran  one,  81b. — ^W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Otigliterard)  —  The  fishing 
season  /opened  on  Feb.  1.  The  weather  up  to  the 
present  has  been  very  favourable,  and  the  fishing 
has  been  decidedly  good.  Some  of  the  oldest 
fishermen  report  that  they  have  never  known  fiish 
so  numerous,  and  that  they  are  doing  better  now 
with  the  troU  than  they  did  in  the  old  days  with 
the  cross  line.  The  best  individual  catch  that  has 
been  reported  was  401b.  for  the  week  ending 
Feb.  11.  This  works  out  to  an  average  of  nearly 
71b.  per  day,  representing  a  weekly  earning  of 
£3  lOs.  The  total  quantity  of  fish  despatched  to 
the  English  markets  up  to  Feb.  18  amounted  to 
24151b.,  and  this  distributed  among  forty  fishermen 
gives  a  daily  average  of  about  3  Jib.  per  man,  and  a 
daily  earning  of  about  6s.  The  Rev.  C.  Macdonald 
reports  that  during  the  week  ending  Feb.  11,  in 
about  eight  hours'  fishing,  the  bag  was  four  pike, 
weighing  14Jlb.,  101b.,  8Jlb.,  and  31b.,  and  two 
trout  weighing  81b.  and  51b.  respectively.  The 
weather  has  now  broken,  with  high  wind  and  heavy 
showers  of  snow,  hail,  and  sleet,  and  bright  sun- 
shine between  showers.  The  prospects  for  the 
future  appear  to  be  extremely  favourable. — S.  B.  D. 

Lonsrh  Cnrraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  very  poor  since  last  report.  Salmon 
are  arriving  in  better  numbers,  and  as  the  water  is 
in  better  order  the  prospects  are  much  improved. 
No  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  river  so  far. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  moim- 
tain  lakes,  and  sport  has  been  good  on  those 
waters.— -T.  J.  D. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Carra. — On  Feb.  19,  Mr. 
Fred  Stanners,  Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe,  fishing 
in  Coslough  Bay,  Ballinrobe  end  of  Lough  Mask, 
caught  ten  trout,  from  31b.  to  61b.,  all  in  good 
condition. 

BXoy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — No  anglers  have  been  out  for  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  high  wind  and  discoloured  water, 
but  as  I  am  writing  the  weather  is  assuming  a  fine 
appearance  again.  Both  loughs  are  now  in  good 
trim,  and  I  am  sure  a  good  many  spring  fish  are 
now  there.  Trout  fishers  are  having  a  good  time 
on  the  Bunree  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Moy. — 
Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  recent  rains 
have  raised  the  water,  but  the  weather  has  now 
turned  very  fine  with  frost  at  night.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  the  fishermen  killed  a  magnificent  salmon  of 
47  Jib.  The  fish  was  like  a  slab  of  silver,  being  fresh 
run  from  the  sea,  and  measured  48Jin.  in  length 
and  24Jin.  in  girth.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  S.  E. 
Vansittart  killed  two  salmon,  25Jlb.  and  32Jlb. — 
J.  Eneight  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (Feb.  17). — -The  official  open  season 
commenced  on  Jan.  1,  but  no  fishing  was  heard  of 
till  Feb.  16,  when  two  gentlemen  tried  the  Rhone 
for  some  miles  and  part  of  the  Vaudois  water. 
The  latter  was  too  clear  for  spinning,  and  no  flies 
were  on  the  water.  The  day  was  bright  and  clear, 
with  warm  sun  till  twelve  o'clock,  when  a  cold  bise 
began  to  blow,  from  which  the  high  banks  of  the 
Rhone  afforded  some  shelter.  In  this  a  few  trout 
under  8oz.  were  taken  on  Wagtail  and  small 
phantoms,  and  four  were  lost,  one  of  them  about  a 
pound.  They  were  all  of  the  silvery  Lac  L6man 
sort,  and  in  poor  condition.  It  is  too  early  to 
expect  much  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing,  but  there 
may  be  some  better  days  before  the  snow  water 
begins  to  come  down. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  is  now  good  at  pollack 
and  mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  and  mackerel 
are  now  numerous  and  are  giving  fine  sport  at  and 
around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  The  continuous  stormy 
weather,  and  consequent  very  discoloured  water 
combined  with  biting  cold  north-west  to  north-east 
winds,  have  seriously  thinned  the  ranks  of  pier 
fishermen,  and  little  worthy  of  note  has  lately 
been  caught.  On  Saturday,  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Allaway, 
Mr.  C.  B.  Pointer,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Mr.  F.  Dickson, 
B.S.A.S.,  fished  for  several  hours  with  very 
meagre  results,  no  sizeable  fish,  and  but  few 
small  ones  being  taken.  Five  rods  were  plied 
on  the  following  day  with  scant  success,  the  only 
notable  fish  landed  being  a  very  fine  flounder,  which 
fell  to  Mr.  Dickson's  rod,  Mr.  Glen  obtaining  a  small 
mixed  bag  of  codling,  dabs,  and  pouting.  Despite 
the  heavy  sea  and  strong  W.N.W.  wind  which  pre- 
vailed on  Monday  (Feb.  20),  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Band, 


Mr.  Ian  Stewart  and  his  attendant  tempted  spo 
for  a  few  hours,  and  Mr.  Turner  was  fortunat 
under    the    circumstances    in    capturing    a  fe 
fine  codling,  and  Mr.  Stewart  also  secured  a  gooc 
one  at  the  time  of  high  water,  fishing  from 
upper  deck,  as  the  lower  one  was  at  times  quit 
submerged.    The  wind  blew  half  a  gale  from 
north-east  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  and  the  only  twt 
anglers  who  put  in  an  appearance  on  that  day 
not  get  the  satisfaction  of  a  single  bite.  Wednesda 
Feb.  22,  witnessed  no  improvement  in  the  weathe 
and  no  one  attempted  to  wet  a  Une  on  that  day 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.— We  have  had  a  taste   of  winte 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  it  has  stopped 
amateur  fishermen  to  a  certain  extent,  but  for  the 
who  do  not  mind  the  cold  the  bass  are  still  [feedin 
at  Millbay,  the  rod  fishermen  using  a  single 
paternoster  with  hooks  baited  with  small  pieces 
squid  or  ragworm.    The  mullet  in  the  Cattewat 
are  still  showing  good  sport,  and  very  fine  ones 
bemg  taken.    Mackerel  are  being  caught  whiffin 
but  they  are  some  distance  off  shore  yet.  A 
have  been  brought  in  by  the  net-drifters,  but 
dogfish  are   still  playing  havoc  with  their  gea 
These  latter  fish  are  getting  to  be  more  appreciat 
for  the  table,  and  what  used  to  be  thrown  away 
years  as  manure  is  now  .skinned,  cleaned,  and  pack 
for  the  London  and  Midland  markets.     I  ha 
known  these  dogfish  so  packed  sold   at  5s. 
dozen  on  the  quay,  and  I  do  not  see  why  speci 
nets  should  not  be  made  to  catch  them. — Willia 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY 


The  twelfth  annual   meeting  was  held  at 
society's  rooms,  in  Fetter-lane,  on  Wednesd 
followed  by  a  special  general  meeting.    Mr.  C 
Minchin  occupied  the   chair  at   both  meetin 
The  annual  report  and  the  accounts  were  tak 
as  read.    Financially  the  society  was  quite  soun 
A  cash  balance  remained  in  hand  of  £342  18 
and  the  excess  of  valued  assets  over  liabilities 
£305  2s.  6d.,  the  receipts  £679  lis.  lid.,  and  pa 
ments£648  10s.    The  great  increase  in  the  membe 
ship  had  pari  passu  increased  the  expenses,  but 
balance  in  hand  was  larger  by  £31  Is.  lid.  th£ 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  strain  upon  the  members  of  committee 
carrying  on  so  large  a  work  necessitated,  in 
opinion,  an  increase  in  their  number,  and  the  wo 
of  their  valued  secretary,  hitherto  unassisted, 
become  so   onerous  that  some   increase  in 
revenue  of  the  society,  in  order  to  give  him  p 
assistance,  must  be  arranged  for.    At  the  spec 
meeting  the  proposals  under  both  headings  wou 
be  submitted. 

After  full  discussion  the  report  and  accounts  w 
received  and  adopted,  the  president,  vice-presiden 
hon.  treasurer   and  solicitor  re-elected,  and  up 
ballot  the  following  members  of  the  new  yea 
committee,  Messrs.  Bales,  Bullock,  Clarke,  Cresfie 
Gunn,  Hall,  Croft,  Handley,  King,  Mallett,  Minch 
Nickels,  Norman,  Parker  and  Summers,  old  co 
mitteemen,  and  Mir.  J.  B.  Howes,  who  had  forme 
been  on  the  committee.     Messrs.  Lewis,  Gord 
and  Britten  were  thanked  for  their  services 
scrutineers,  also   the  out-going   auditors,  Har 
Barker,  F.C.A.,  and  Richard  H.  Nemey,  F.C 
who  were  both  re-appointed  for  1905. 

Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  awarded  to 
out-going  committee  and  officers. 

The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  C 
on  March  15.  Viscount  Churchill  has  consented 
preside.  Next  Wednesday  the  ixsual  ordin 
meeting  will  be  held,  and  on  March  8  a  musi< 
evening  in  the  society's  rooms. 

Mr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  presented  to  the  socie 
a  fine  specimen  of  the  sea  bream  taken  in 
North  Sea. 

The  meeting  then  became  special,  and,  af 
much  discussion,  the  committee's  proposed  ame 
ments  of  the  rules  were  carried  by  the  reqm 
majorities,  that  raising  the  subscription  of 
members  elected  on  and  after  Jan.  1,  1906,  be 
amended  by  the  exemption  from  its  action 
country  members  outside  a  radius  of  twenty- 
miles  from  Charing  Cross,  upon  the  proposition 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook.  The  number  of  the  committee 
increased  to  twenty-one,  and  power  given  to 
committee  to  fill  vacancies. — H.  P. 


A  SHAEK,  while  swimming  leisin-ely  near  Anast 
Island,  Florida,  espied  a  2001b.  turtle,  and  trie 
take  him  in,  tail  first.  The  turtle  was  a  shrewd 
fellow,  and  merely  extended  his  forward  flipp 
thus  blocking  the  shark's  game.  After  repea 
efforts  to  swallow,  the  shark  was  reluctantly  c 
pelled  to  turn  the  rascal  out. 
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Provineial  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thmsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  thought  that  some  of  the  bye-contests  would  be 
brought  to  a  successful  termination  previous  to 
the  close  season  coming  round,  but  things  have 
altered  very  much.  We  have  had  a  slight  fall 
of  rain,  and  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  19  we  had 
a  fine,  lovely,  fall  of  snow  whicli  has  not  left  us 
yet,  and  under  the  circvim  stances  fishing  will 
be  at  a  discount  for  a  few  weeks  to  come. 
Tlie  weather  up  to  the  change  tliat  has  come 
about  in  the  last  few  hours  will  be  very  much 
detiimental,  and  very  few  of  our  members  \Vill 
venture  forth  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  a  number 
of  the  bye-contest5  will  have  to  be  postponed. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  secretary  of  the 
B.D.U.A.A.  I  wish  to  give  notice  to  the  delegate 
members  that  the  quarterly  meeting  will  be  held  on 
March  9  next.  There  are  seven  items  on  the  agenda 
to  go  through  with,  and  one  important  matter  wnich 
will  meet  with  attention  is  the  one  dealing  witn  the 
delegates  attending  the  meetings.  The  subscription 
to  the  B.D.U.A.A.  is  now  due  tj  the  association,  and 
Mr.  J.  Rabone  will  attend  at  the  headquarters  on 
March  11  next  to  receive  the  same  ;  all  secretaries 
not  paying  the  levy  upon  the  date  mentioned  will  be 
liable  to  a  fine  of  2s.  6d.  Tiie  annual  dinner  in 
coimection  with  the  B.D.U.A.A.  will  take  place 
on  March  18  next  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel,  Temple 
Row.  The  tickets  are  2s.  6d.  each,  and  are  limited 
to  delegates  only.  After  the  dinner  a  splendid 
musical  entertainment  has  been  arranged  by  Mr.  J. 
Rabone.  The  Birmingham  Association  is,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  in  a  very  fine  and  flourishing  con- 
dition, they  have  over  7000  members  on  the  books, 
and  the  balance  in  the  bank  is  in  every  way  more 
than  satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  recent  snowfall 
fishing  is  very  much  off. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  the  Forty-foot  the  writer  killed  three  nice 
jack  on  a  stretch  of  the  river  north  of  the  Neslam 
Bridge,  the  heaviest  weighing  51b.,  and  on  another 
occasion  he  landed  a  brace  of  71b.  and  4Jlb. 
respectively.  The  Forty-foot  waters  are  in  good 
condition  for  trolling  just  now,  and  from  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  river  encouraging  reports  have  been 
received.  The  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge 
districts  have  yielded  fish  up  to  81b.,  and  an 
II -pounder  is  reported  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
,  river  on  the  Bourne  side.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the 
'  season  has  been  killed  in  the  Tattershall  district  of 
the  Witham.  Its  weight  has  been  variously  given 
at  from  201b.  to  291b. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  although  rather  sharp,  with  slight 
showers  of  sleet  and  rain,  has  not  deterred  some  of 
our  more  ardent  enthusiasts  of  the  rod  from  follow- 
ing their  avocation,  and  in  some  instances  they 
have.been  rewarded  for  their  endeavours  with  some 
fair-sized  fish ;  one  angler  visiting  the  upper  sti  etches 
of  the  river  Hull  between  Hempholme  and  Emmot- 
land  secured  several  nice  roach,  one  weighing 
lib.  2|oz.  A  good  chub  was  also  taken  in  the 
Wash,  and  in  the  Driffield  Canal  two  or  three  nice 
pike  have  been  secured  with  live-bait  fishing, 
best  fish  going  close  upon  91b.  in  weight.  A 
party  also  visited  the  Derwent  and  accoxmted 
for  a  few  nice  fish.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is 
in  nice  trim  just  now,  especially  in  the  top  stretches, 
but  perhaps  a  little  too  clear  for  successful  roacli 
fishing  ;  yet  pike  anglers  are  taking  a  few  nice  fish 
up  to  71b.  each.  A  lot  of  meetings  of  local  angling 
clubs  have  been  held  during  the  past  week  or  so  to 
arrange  matches  and  other  matters  for  the  coming 
season,  but  perhaps  the  first  in  the  field  is  the 
Tigress  Club,  who  have  arranged  a  match  for  April  9 
at  Weelferry,  on  the  Hull. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Thursday  last  {Feb.  16)  was  the  opening  day  for 
trout  angling  for  the  southern  part  of  this  district, 
but  was  only  a  moderate  one  for  sport,  being  wilu 
and  windy.  A  few  rods  were  out  on  Stainton  and 
Button  becks,  but  the  best  result  was  but  a  dozen 
fish,  running  small,  but  in  capital  condition.  On 
Saturday  (Feb.  18)  I  tried  my  luck  on  the  former 
stream,  taking  four  and  a  half  brace,  all  with  fly, 
mostly  Orange  Partridge.  A  strong  gale  blew  all 
day,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  more  casting 
lines  were  lost  than  fish  taken.  On  Feb.  19  the 
wind  whipped  round  to  the  north,  and  heavy 
showers  of  snow,  sleet,  and  hail  fell.  It  is  still 
blowing  coldly  from  that  quarter,  and  nothing  of 
any  moment  can  be  hoped  for  until  a  change  takes 
place. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Once  more  the  Bollin  has  fined  down  and  may  be 
in  good  trim  by  the  week-end  for  coarse  Hsh  in  tho 
lower  reaches.  Lancashire  rods  who  are  fond  of  tho 
Llandudno  fishing  are  somewhat  up-set  by  an  effort 
to  close  a  portion  of  the  Dee  hitherto  quite  free. 
What  folly  !  Because  some  half-dozen  locals  pick 
up  a  living  by  attending  visitors  in  the  season,  they 
must  be  stopped,  but  working-men  may  fish  for  Is. 
per  season.  Will  the  town  and  district  suffer  by 
the  visitors  not  going,  and  poaching  on  a  more 
extended  scale  result  ? 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Fishing  matters  in  this  city  and  district  are  ab- 
normally quiet,  nothing  seems  to  arouse  our  enthu- 
siasm. On  J?eb.  17,  the  Craven  A.  S.  had  a  bump- 
ing success  with  their  tea  fight  and  dance.  !so 
pleased  are  they  that  no  doubt  another  will  be 
arranged  in  the  autumn.  An  advertisement  in 
local  papers  speaks  of  a  new  trout  fishery,  to  be 
fished  by  payment,  and  quite  close  to  this  city,  but 
we  do  not  yet  know  details.  At  Ardwick,  prepara- 
tions are  in  progres-i  for  the  sequence  of  events 
between  the  Buc-kland  and  Ardwick  A.  S. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  a  boisterous  week,  and  Trent  anglers 
have  not  done  so  well  as  usual.  The  fact  is  tlie 
river  is  running  in  extraordinarily  low  volume,  and 
coarse  fish  will  scarcely  look  at  the  worm.  What 
are  caught  are  principally  secured  by  tight-floating 
on  the  edse  of  the  streams.  Pike  have  been  brought 
up  from  Hazleford  Island,  and  the  capture  of  odd 
specimens  are  reported  from  Shardlow  and  Weston. 
At  Shardlow,  in  the  Long  Swim,  your  correspondent, 
using  a  light  corking  lead,  got  a  fair  quantity  of 
roach,  chub,  and  bream  on  Thursday,  Feb.  16.  He 
used  as  hook  bait  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm. 
Members  of  the  City  Waltonians  fished  a  match  on 
the  same  day  at  Fiskerton,  but  only  two,  Mr.  S. 
Stanley  and  W.  A.  Wootton,  succeeded  in  capturing 
a  fish.  Chub  anglers,  employing  pith  and  brains, 
have  enjoyed  the  best  sport,  good  bags  having  been 
made  ait  Fiskerton,  Kelham,  Shelford,  and  Holme 
Pierrepont.  Perch  of  large  size  have  agam  been 
taken  with  the  worm  and  live  minnow  in  Mr.  J. 
Webster's  lake  at  Wilford.  This'is  fed  by  the  river, 
and  is,  in  parts,  very  deep.  Pike  have  come  from 
the  local  lakes  and  ponds,  one  party  of  sportsmen 
landing  twenty-five.  They  had  not,  however,  a  fish 
amongst  the  number  that  weighed  61b. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Conditions  during  the  past  week  have  been  un- 
favourable for  fishing,  both  as  regards  the  waters 
and  the  weather.  The;  complaint  about  the  Ouse 
and  the  Foss  is  that  they  are  spoilt  by  snow-water, 
and  if  they  had  been  in  trim,  the  cold  north-easterly 
wind  which  has  prevailed  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  effectually  check  sport.  Ordinary  fishing  has 
scarcely  been  attempted.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
reports  of  results  having  accrued  to  anglers  who 
tried  private  waters.  On  Feb.  16,  Councillor 
Robie  Robinson  and  Mr.  Fred  Wright,  of 
York,  went  out  to  Castle  Howard  to  try 
private  waters  there,  and  were  rewarded  for  their 
patient  efforts  by  catching  six  pike  (three  each). 
They  were  good,  fair-sized  fish,  and  were  taken  with 
live-bait.  Mr.  Wright,  while  trawling  from  tlie 
bank,  caught  a  very  large  pike,  which,  however, 
escaped  in  consequence  of  a  foul  hook.  The  water 
was  all  right,  and  the  fine  weather  made  the  outing 
most  enjoyable.  The  members  of  the  Wheatsheaf 
Angling  Club,  York,  had  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
hotel  oi  that  name  a  few  nights  back,  having  as 
chairman  Councillor  Hargrave.  Soma  excellent 
harmony  followed. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  very  much 
against  angling  during  the  past  week,  and  sport  has 
suffered  in  consequence.  Fair,  and  sometimes  even 
good,  sport  has,  however,  been  had  on  many  of  the 
principal  rivers,  especially  in  the  southern  province. 
L,ake  fishing  is  still  very  backward,  but  at  the 
Killarney  lalves  sport  has  been  generally  fair.  The 
weather,  at  time  of  writing,  is  very  fine,  and  salmon 
are  reported  to  be  arriving  in  better  numbers  at 
most  places.  Sea  anghng  has  been  resumed  generally 
on  the  southern  and  western  coasts,  but  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  anywhere.  Mackerel  and 
pollack  are  numerous,  especially  on  the  Cork  and 
Kerry  shores. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Quite  a  number  of  northern  rivers  open  on 
Wednesday  (March  I).  They  include  the  Bann 
and  its  tributaries,  Blaokwater,  Ballinderry,  Moyola, 
Sixmile,  Maine,  Upper  Bann,  Erne,  Buncrana, 
etc.  At  present  the  prospects  are  not  very 
good,  the  majority  of  tlie  rivers  being  low  and 
clear.    For  the  present  the  Fisheries  Department 


will  take  no  action  re  the  application  to  have  a 
uniform  close  time  fixed  for  tlie  Coleraine  district. 
Tho  Hixtoonth  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  was  held,  on  Feb.  18,  in  the 
Grand  Central  Hotel,  Belfast.  The  annual  report 
read  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec,  was  a  very 
satisfactory  one.  It  siiowod  that  the  associati  on 
had  made  material  progress  in  the  restocking 
and  cultivation  of  their  co.  Down  lakes.  In 
Montgomery's  lake,  in  the  past  season,  trout  up 
to  41b.  and  51b.  were  taken,  and  satisfactory  sport 
was  had  on  all  the  lakes.  Fry  and  mature  fish  had 
been  turned  into  Ballykeel,  Lough  Erne,  and 
Magherahandet  lake.  No  trout  were  killed  by  flax 
water  in  the  Crossgar  river.  The  treasurer's  accovmt 
was  a  satisfactory  document.  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury was  elected  president  in  room  of  the  late  Mr. 
Walter  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  .1.  Kennedy  was  re-elected 
lion,  sec,  Mr.  Boileau  hon.  treasurer,  and  the  old 
committee  was  re-elected  along  with  the  vice- 
presidents. 


ilofcs  from  t\)e  ^orf^. 


Mr.  R.  Mbff,  Aberdeen,  had  two  salmon  on  the 
Inchgarth  water  last  week  of  61b.  and  1 61b.  respec- 
tively. This  section  is  immediately  above  the 
tidais,  and  it  is  seldom  spring  fish  are  got  there. 

Mr.  Tompkins  had  two  good  days  among  the 
finnock  on  the  same  water  last  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  (Feb.  15  and  16),  creeling  twenty-seven 
and  twenty- five  respectively,  averaging  about 
half  a  pound  each. 

The  best  taking  salmon  flies  on  the  Dee,  on  1  iin. 
and  2in.  hooks,  are  the  Gordon,  Mar  Lodge, 
Kelso  or  Kelsa,  Whitewing  (any  fly  with  a  large 
white  turkey  wing),  Alcroyd,  Jock  Scott,  and 
Dusty  Miller. 

The  season  on  the  Deveron  opened  miserably. 
One  or  two  fish  have  been  got  dirring  the  week  on 
Mr.  Porter's  water,  but  the  prospects  are  by  no 
means  bright. 

The  salmon  fishings  along  the  east  coast  have 
not  been  over-productive  lately.  On  Friday  last 
(Feb.  17)  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  had  only 
fourteen  salmon  instead  of  the  expected  forty. 

The  opening  of  the  rod  fishing  at  Don  has  not 
been  auspicious.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  clean 
fish  being  got,  and  very  few  kelts  either. 

The  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory,  changed  hands 
last  week,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  the  File  Arms,  Banff.  It  is  one  of  the  leading 
angling  hotels  on  Deeside,  and  under  the  new 
management  is  not  likely  to  lose  any  of  its  former 
popularity. 

Mr.  Cox  had  a  fish  of  181b.  on  the  In  very  Dee 
water  on  Saturday  (Feb.  18). 

The  Spey  used  to  be  netted  for  eight  miles  from 
its  mouth"  by  the  Duke's  men.  Last  year,  by 
arrangement,  the  nets  were  taken  off  all  above 
three  miles  from  the  sea,  and  the  same  holds  good 
also  for  the  present  season.         Special  Scotch. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 


The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany Announce  that,  commencing  March  1,  many 
very  important  additions  and  accelerations  will  be 
made  in  their  passenger  train  service.  Additional 
express  trains  will  run  between  Euston  and  Bir- 
mingiiam  (New-street),  the  journey  being  performed 
in  two  hours  by  four  trains  in  each  direction. 
Many  accelerations  will  take  place  to  Leamington, 
Wolverhampton,  Shrewsbury,  and  vice  versa.  The 
through  express  service  between  Eastbourne, 
Brigiiton,  and  Birmingiiam  (New-street),  Man- 
chester (London-road),  and  Liverpool  (Lime-street) 
is  further  improved,  giving  rapid  communication 
between  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway 
system  and  the  South  Coast  generally.  Tlirough  car- 
riages with  luncheon  and  tea  bars  are  run  between 
the  stations  named.  There  are  also  accelerations 
between  London  and  Stourbridge  and  Kidder- 
minster and  vice  versd.  A  new  ser\nce  of  through 
trains — four  in  each  direction — will  also  be  run 
between  Cambridge  and  Oxford. 


Oysters  are  remarkably  sensitive  both  to  cold 
and  heat,  and  in  shallow  waters  enormous  quantities 
perish  either  by  frost  or  great  heat. 
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growings  b^tf)e  i^ap. 

"Entertain  hopes,  mirth,  variety  of  delights  (not 
a  surfeit  of  them)." — Bacon. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening,  with 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton  in  the  chair,  was,  as  usual 
a  complete  success.  The  musical  arrangements, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Brown,  lelt 
nothing  to  be  desired.  It  was  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  see  the  Nottingham  contingent  so  well 
represented— Mr.  Thomas  J.  Hodson,  president  of 
the  Nottmgham  Wellington  A.S.,  Mr.  Harrv  Spray 
hon.  sec,  Mr.  Arthur  Clarke,  Mr.  Tercy  Dobson' 
Mr.  W.  H.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  F.  Dare-Mordle.  I 
was  sorry  to  hear  that,  through  indisposition 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dobson  were 
unable  to  be  present. 

*  »  *  •  * 

The  dinner  was  served  in  the  best  style  of  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  and  the  following  is  the 

Menu. 

Hors  d'<puvres  Varies. 
Consomme  aux  Pointes  d'Asperges. 
Bisque  de  Homard. 

Saumon, 
Sauce  Hollandaise. 
Blanchailles. 
Mous~e  de  Jambon  au  Champagne. 
Ris,de  Veau  au  petits  pois  Fran^aise. 
Selle  d'Agneau. 
Poinmes  Nouvelles. 

Petits  Pois. 
Sorbet  au  Kirsch. 
Poularde  en  Casserole. 

Salade  de  Saison. 
Charlotte  de  Pommes. 
Bom  be  Victoria. 
Dessert. 
Caf6. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial 
Society  sends  the  following  notice  of  removal :  "  All 
future  meetings  of  the  society,  commencing  with 
that  on  Tuesday,  28th  February,  will  be  held  at  the 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G.,  where 
all  communications  should  also  be  addressed." 


The  Ruxes  of  the  Road  at  Sea — Steamships 

1.  Two  steamships  meeting. 
When  both  side-lights  you  see  a-head 
Port  your  helm,  and  show  your  red. 

2.  Two  steamships  passing. 
Green  to  green,  or  red  to  red. 
Perfect  safety — Go  a-head  ! 

3.  Two  steamships  crossing. 
If  to  your  starboard  red  appear. 
It  is  your  duty  to  keep  clear  ; 

To  act  as  judgment  says  is  proper  ; — 
To  port — or  starboard — back,  or  stop  her. 
But  when  upon  your  port  is  seen 
A  steamer's  starboard  light  of  green. 
There's  not  so  much  for  you  to  do. 
For  Green  to  Port  keeps  clear  of  you. 
Both  in  safety  and  in  doubt. 
Always  keep  a  good  look-out  ; 
In  danger,  with  no  room  to  turn. 
Ease  her — stop  her — go  astern. 


With  "Old  Izaak"  (Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen),  of  the 
People,  m  the  chair,  supported  by  Me?sr3.  Sorge, 
Poole,  Rice,  and  other  gentlemen,  and  with  "  Felix 
Penne  "  as  vice-chairman,  the  Briny  Anglers  had  a 
good  time  at  their  annual  supper  on  Monday  night. 
The  Biiny  Anglers  are  fitly  housed  at  the  Lord 
Nelson,  Nelson-square,  S.E.,  and  Host  Wiles  takes 
the  keenest  interest  in  the  club.  Mr.  Bullock  (hon. 
sec),  Mr.  Sorge,  and  other  gentlemen  told  a  tale  of 
success  and  growing  popularity,  but  urged  that  the 
club  should  grow  strong  enough  to  secure  concessions 
Irom  the  railway  companies  in  touch  with  the  coasts. 
No  less  than  twenty  prizes  were  promised  by 
gentlemen  present.  Generosity  was  stimulated  by  a 
capital  supper  and  an  excellent  musical  programme. 


At  the  competition  on  Feb.  19  (Ben  Abrahams') 
sixty-four  competitors  weighed  in  loOlb.  of  fish, 
chiefly  dace.  The  first  six  winners  were :  Messrs! 
Cunnings,  Staines  and  Egham  A.S.,  71b.  6oz  • 
Briggs,  Brompton  A.S.,  61b.;  Miller,  St.  Philip's  A.S.^ 
41b.  7Joz.  ;  Painter,  Amicable  Excelsior,  31b 
14ioz. ;  Butterfield,  unattached,  31b.  9|oz'-  and 
Gasson,  Oglanders,  31b.  6|oz.  The  distribution  |of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Feb.  28  at  the  Duke 
of  York,  Kensington-place,  Silver-street,  Nottine- 
hill-gate.  ® 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers 
Society  on  Feb.  22,  a  species  of  sea  bream,  rare  in 
British  waters,  was  presented  by  Dr.  Simpson 
Ladell.  It  was  described  as  one  of  the  most 
voracious  fish  known,  and  when  taken  in  the  nets 
mangling  tlie  other  fish  caught  with  it 


I  NEVER  get  angry—when  I  do  I  hold  my  tongue. 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped,"  says  the  EaHern  Daily 
i'ress,  that  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society 
will  succeed  m  enhsting  the  co-operation  of  the 
numerous  angling  clubs  that  exist  in  Norfolk  and 
Norwich.  These  clubs  consist  for  the  most  part  of 
men  who  might  not  feel  themselves  in  a  position  to 
subscribe  individually  and  become  members  of  the 
society;  but  what  the  individual  cannot  do  the 
Club,  as  a  whole  might.  The  members  of  the  various 
clubs  enjoy  all  the  better  sport  the  more  effectivelv 
the  work  of  the  Preservation  Society  can  be  carried 
out,  and  it  is  only  fair  and  sportsmanHke  that  they 
should  m  some  measure  support  the  society  in 
doing  that  work.  The  proposal  made  by  the 
society  will  give  to  subscribing  clubs  a  di  ect  repre- 
sentation on  the  committee,  and  so  enable  thern  to 
express  their  own  views  on  the  details  of  preserva- 
tion ;  and  there  ought  to  be  a  considerable  response 
to  the  appeal  which  is  now  being  made  to  them." 

A  Quaint  Quartette. 
Old  Thymes  and  I  declared  a  wager 
As  to  who'd  first  unearth  the  Major; 
And  now  we've  actually  done  it. 
It  doesn't  matter  which  one  won  it.  ' 
The  Major  promptly,  without  question. 
Adopted  our  joint  suggestion 
That  Mark  and  I  should  motor  down 
And  stand  a  diimer  at  "The  Crown." 
When  Tabby  Tubby,  by  request, 
Should  be  the  most  respected  guest,  , 
The  Major  taking  second  honours. 
As  per  arrangement  with  the  donors. 
Then  Bagshot  grasped  the  situation 
And  hastened  with  an  invitation 
To  Mrs.  Tubbs  to  come  and  meet  us, 
And  without  ceremony  greet  us. 
The  grand  old  lady,  with  delight 
And  thanks,  accepted  the  invite. 
And  came  as  soon  as  she  was  able, 
And  with  her  presence  graced  our  table. 
And  in  the  pleasaptest  of  ways 
We  lived  again  our  youthful  days ; 
And  Tabby,  who  was  got  uo  smart. 
Blessed  us  all  round  with  all  her  heart; 
And,  in  a  tremulous  "  falsette," 
Spoke  feelingly  of  the  Gazette. 
Her  quivering  voice  possessed  a  charm 
That  made  our  world-worn  hearts  grow  warm. 
We  hailed  the  venerable  dame. 
And  toasted  her  three  times  by  name; 
And  thanked  her  for  her  "service"  done 
In  such  a  fond  parental  tone. 
Promised  her  soon  again  to  come. 
And  carefully  conveyed  her  home. 
Then  dropped  the  Major  at  his  gate. 
And  returned  happy  and  elate. 

—GOOSESTEP. 


The  following  is  the  programme  as  arranged  by 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  for  next  month: — 
March  7,  committee  and  ordinary  meeting  ;  March 
11,  placing  trout  in  water  at  Chesham,  3.30  p.m.; 
March  14,  ordinary  meeting — paper  and  discussion 
on  fishing  gut  (opened  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred) ; 
March  21,  ordinary  meeting;  March  28,  annual 
dinner. 


Quite  a  storm  of  indignation,  says  the  JlfaMc7ie«<er 
Courier,  has  been  raised  by  the  announcement  of 
the  proposal  to  discontinue  free  fishing  in  the 
river  Dee  between  Llangollen  and  Berwyn.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  inhabitants  have  enjoyed  the 
rights  of  free  fishing  from  the  year  1227.  Mr.  E.  S. 
Lloyd  Jones,  Llangollen,  says  the  nominal  annual 
fee  is  to  protect  tlie  fishing,  and  professionals  are  to 
be  excluded  altogether. 


Professor  J.  Hoespool's  demonstration  at  St. 
Bride's  Institute,  on  Tuesday  last,  was  successful, 
and  he  advanced  striking  arguments.  His  strong 
point  was  that  he  practically  illustrated  every  argu- 
ment, and  he  is  to  be  credited  with  much  agreeable 
wit. 


The  heaviest  salmon,  according  to  the  Standard 
of  Feb.  20,  caught  in  Scotland  since  the  angling 
season  opened  on  Jan.  15  has  been  landed  in  the 
Garry  (Inverness)  by  Mr.  W.  HoUins.  It  scaled 
401b.,  and  is  said  to  be  the  largest  known  salmon 
ever  killed  on  rod  and  line  in  that  river. 
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The  Lowestoft  Sea  AngUng  Society  has  arranged 
for  a  somewhat  novel  competition  which  is  to  take 
place  on  the  Crown  Meadow  on  March  2.  It  will 
take  the  form  of  a  series  of  sea  lead  casting  matches. 
The  programme  will  consist  of  side  casting  and 
overhead  casting,  with  a  class  for  ladies,  who  will 
be  allowed  any  style  in  casting.  A  Coz.  lead  will  be 
used,  and  three  casts  will  be  allowed  each  com- 
petitor, the  aggregate  distances  cast  to  count  for 
prizes,  of  which  there  will  be  one  for  every  four 
entries.  The  Mayor  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Waller  wiU  act 
as  judges. 

An  angler  on  the  Tweed  was  hauling  in  with 
feelings  of  intense  satisfaction  many  small  and 
silvery-coated  fish,  when  he  was  hailed  by  one  of 
those  amiable  loafers,  the  water  bailies,  who  said, 
"  Dae  ye  ken  a  smout  (smolt)  when  ye  see  yin  ?  "' 
"No  me;  I  wadna  ken  a  smout  frae  a  kippered 
lierrin'."  "  Weel,  thae's  smout  ye're  catchin',  an' 
it's  agin  the  law.  Ye'll  hae  tae  gi'e  me  your  name 
and  address."  "  Hoots,  ye're  haverin'  !  Thae's  no' 
smouts;  thae's  troots.  Ha'e  a  drink,  man."  The 
bailie  acquiesced,  but  was  not  satisfied.  "  Ay, 
that's  no  bad  whisky — but  thae's  smouts  a'  the 
same,"  he  said.  "Thae's  troots,  I  tell  ye  Ha'e 
anither."  ^  The  bailie  had  another.  "Weel,  noo 
that  I  tak'  a  closer  keek,  thae  micht  be  troot  efter 
a'  ;  still  I  ha'e  my  doots."  "  Doots  be  drowned. 
Ha'e  anither  drink."  The  bailie  again  succumbed. 
"  Weel,  weel,"  he  hiccoughed,  "  it's  jist  wonderfu'. 
I  canna  for  the  life  o'  me  mak'  oot  hoo  I  cam'  to 
think  thae  was  smouts." 


A  LADY  once  showed  her  little  girl  a  beautiful  new 
silk  dress  which  had  just  arrived  from  the  dress- 
maker, and  by  way  of  improving  the  occasion  she 
said,  "  You  know,  dear,  all  this  was  given  us  by  a 
poor  worm."  The  little  girl  looked  puzzled  for  a 
minute  or  two,  and  then  said,  "  Do  you  mean  dad, 
mamma  ?  " 


Dora  :  "I  often  wish  Providence  had  made  me  a 
man  !  "  Cora  :  "  Perhaps  he  has,  dear,  only  you 
haven't  found  him  yet." — C  ' 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  for  March  is  just  as  good 
and  full  of  interest  as  ever.  It  is  crammed  with- 
good  things  from  cover  to  cover.  Charles  Dana 
Gibson  holds  a  brief  for  the  fair  sex,  for  in  his  clever 
drawing  of  "  If  Women  look  like  Queens,  why  not 
Husbands  like  Kings  ?  "  the  ladies  look  quite  regal, 
but  the  mere  men — well,  the  least  said  the  better! 
Balfour  Ker's  drawing  of  "  I  wish  I  was  a  Dog " 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  artist,  and  is  distinctly 
pathetic  and  powerful.  It  depicts  a  poor  little 
newsboy  standing  shivering  in  the  snow,  whilst  a 
well-dressed  lady,  with  a  little  poodle  nestled  in  her 
arms,  is  passing  from  a  building  to  her  well-equipped 
carriage.  The  letterpress,  like  the  illustrations,  is 
both  bright  and  entertaining,  "Monsieur  d'en 
Brochette "  being  quite  a  gem  of  extravagant 
fooling.  "  My  Dialogue  with  Dolly  "  is  a  clever 
skit  on  Anthony  Hope's  "Dolly  Dialogues."  A 
phase  of  the  vexed  question  of  servants  is 
humorously  presented  thus  —  Mistress:  "Didn't 
you  hear  me  ring  before?"  Maid:  "I  thought  I 
did,  ma'am,  but  I  wasn't  sure."  Mistress  :  "  Well, 
next  time  pleass  give  me  the  benefit  of  the  doubt."' 
This  work  is  published  by  James  Henderson  and 
Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  price  sixpence. 


Where  are  you  going  my  pretty  maid  ? 

I'm  going  a  fishing,  sir,  she  said; 
What  are  you  angling  for  my  pietty  maid  ? 

A  nice  fat  gudgeon,  like  you,  she  said. 
What  bait  do  you  fish  with  my  pretty  maid  ? 

Sweet  smiles  and  dad's  fortune,  sir,  she  said ; 
I'm  hooked  to  the  world  my  dear,  pretty  maid; 

Then  I'll  need  no  "gaff,"  she  archly  said. 

— E.  Landed. 


Last  Saturday  (Feb.  18)  the  Dawson  Football 
Club  met  the  West  Kensington  Reserves  in  the 
return  fixture  at  Shepherd's  Bush.  A  keen  and 
exciting  struggle  took  place,  the  "Kensingtons" 
leading, '  well  into  the  second  half,  by  one  goal  to 
nil.  The  "Dawsons"  then  got  together,  and  by 
excellent  passing  on  the  part  of  the  forwards, 
pierced  the  Kensington  defence  and  brought  the 
scores  level.  Flushed  by  this  success,  the  "Daw- 
sons"  again  swarmed  to  the  attack,  and  the  centre 
half  beat  the  goalie  all  ends  up,  thus  winning  the 
match  on  the  close  of  time.  This  success  naturally 
pleased  the  home  supporters,  and  the  victors  were 
the  recipients  of  hearty  congratulations  from  their 
followers.  The  result  of  the  previous  match  was  a 
win  for  "  Dawsons  "  by  three  goals  to  love. 

Dragnet. 
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Jlssociafions,  elc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Lea  Competition,  1905. 

The  above,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Vade  (Central  Association)  and  Woodruff  (Anglers' 
Association),  will  take  place  at  Rye  House  on 
ilarch  19.  The  Great  Eastern  Railway  will  run  a 
•pecial  train  from  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m. ; 
lackney  Downs,  9.10  a.m.;  Tottenham  Hale, 
1.15  a.m.;  returning  from  Rye  House  (5.55  p.m.. 
Jpecial  fare,  Liverpool-street  and  Hackney,  Is.  9d. 
■etum,  Tottenham,  Is.  3d.  Mr.  Barber  (9,  Hetley- 
oad,  Shepherd's-bush)  is  compiUng  priz3  Ust,  and 
vill  be  glad  to  hear  from  donors. 


I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  recei|)t 
)f  £3  19s.  3d.  from  the  Stepney  Angling  Society, 
the  income  from  boxes  show  a  falling  off  of  about 
10  per  cent,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
>f  last  year,  so  I  hope  clubs  who  have  not  had  their 
joxes  cleared  for  some  time  will  make  arrangements 
>y  April  30. — W.  H.  Babbeb. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Feb.  15  a  gentleman  previously 
)roposed  for  membership  was  balloted  for  and 
lected,  and  a  few  matters  of  business  were 
ransacted.  On  Feb.  22  Mr.  E.  B.  Blagrave  pre- 
ided.  The  dinner  on  Thursday,  March  2,  in  con- 
lection  with  the  "  sides  "  competition  recently 
leld  at  Marlow,  will  take  place  at  the  Pelican 
lotel  at  8  p.m.,  to  be  followed  by  a  concert.  A 
lomination  for  membership  was  put  before  the 
neeting.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  gave  a 
eport  of  his  attendance  at  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
ion  delegates'  meeting  on  Feb.  20.  Several 
nembers  visited  the  society's  water  this  last  week 
nd,  but  results  was  not  encouraging ;  Messrs. 
?ranter  and  Yarham,  however,  had  jack  and  perch 
rem  the  Uxbridge  section,  where  fine  takes  of  roach 
up  to  1  lb.  2oz. )  have  recently  been  secured.  The 
ast  match  of  the  season  wiD  take  place  on  March  12, 
larticulars  of  which  will  be  duly  announced. — E.  B 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  presided  over  by 
Ir.  J.  W.  Grubb,  was  memorable  as  being  the  last 
leld  at  the  Broad-street  Restaurant,  the  society 
laving  made  arrangements  to  remove  to  the  Mason's 
lall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.,  where  all  future 
neetings,  commencing  from  Tuesday  (Feb.  28),  will 
>e  held.  I>iotwithstanding  the  pike  and  perch  com- 
letition,  fishing  reports  were  but  few,  and,  owmg  to 
he  very  boisteious  weather,  catches  were  somewhat 
)Oor  and  scarce.  However,  a  handsome  pike  of 
,bout  71b.  was  weighed  in  by  Mr.  Lowe,  from 
luntingdon;  Mr.  Cox,  at  the  same  place,  Mr. 
laynes,  at  Staines  and  Datchet,  and  Mr.  Hurren, 
.t  Wraysbury,  not  being  quite  so  successful.  A 
;entleman,  previously  proposed,  was  balloted 
or  and  duly  elected.  It  was  arranged  that 
ir.  F.  C.  Martinez,  who  reads  a  paper  on  Tues- 
lay  next  (Feb.  28),  will  represent  the  C.L.P.S. 
.t  the  Paris  fishing  competition  which  is  shortly  to 
ake  place.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  in  view 
'f  the  removal,  a  special  toast  of  "  Continued 
'rosperity  and  Success  to  the  Broad-street  Res- 
aurant,"  were  enthusiastically  honoured.  A  cordial 
'ote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
iroceedings.  The  committee  hope  that  in  view  of 
he  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  being  the  first  at  the 
dason's  Hall  Tavern,  so  long  and  honourably  asso- 
iated  with  successful  angUng  meetings,  and  bearing 
a  mind  the  special  item  of  the  programme  for  the 
vening,  that  there  will  be  a  very  large  attendance.  • 
-Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  on  Feb.  21,  at 
he  society's  headquarters,  Mr.  S.  Lindwall  pre- 
iding.  A  capital  specimen  of  the  Canadian  game 
)ass  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Zerfass,  who  has  lent  it 
o  the  club.  Mr.  Zerfass  received  it  some  time  since 
rom  a  friend  in  Canada,  and  it  has  been  most  ar- 
istioally  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son.  It  was 
lecided  to  turn  mto  the  society's  waters  at  Ches- 
lam  the  trout  now  on  order  on  Saturday  after- 
loon,  March  11.  Several  members  had  good  sport 
nth  pike  to  record,  but  nothing  larger  than  101b. 
ame  to  bank.  Mr.  Zerfass  and  Mr.  P.  West  took 
ifteen,  and  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  several  up  to  81b.  in 
weight.  Mr.  Zerfass  also  landed  a  tiout  of  20in.  in 
ength  whilst  reaching  with  gentles.  This  he  of 
:ourse  returned.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  151b.  of  good 
oach,  and  Mr.  Buckingham  pike  up  to  41b. — 
Ion.  Sec. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 
Mr  S.  Stone  weighed  in  four  pike,  81b.  157|oz., 
)erch  up  to  lib.  15|oz.,  two  chub,  heaviest  31b. 
loz.,  and  dace  up  to  9oz.     Mr.  E.  Telling  two 
hub  71b.  3oz.    Mr,  F.  Berry  had  a  fine  take  of 
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roach  and  dace  (601b.).  Mr.  A.  J.  Hill  brought 
up  a  fine  show  of  roach.  Mr.  W.  Stokes  had  a 
bag  of  three  pike,  181b.,  101b.,  and  5lb. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ilminster  Angling  As.soctation. 
A  general  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at 
the  George  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  15. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Turvill,  and  a 
good  number  of  members  were  present,  including 
Messrs.  A.  C.  Plaster,  J.  Poole,  T.  Handel,  W. 
Radford,  E.  King  F.  Venton  (secretary),  and  others. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  R.  .J.  W.  Davison  re- 
gretting his  absence,  but  promising  his  usual  sup- 
port. The  matter  of  restocking  portions  of  the 
river  Isle  was  fully  discussed,  and  the  committee 
who  are  moving  in  the  matter  hope  shortly  to  tui-n 
down  a  thousand  fish  which  should  materially 
improve  the  sport  later  on.  A  number  of 
keen  sportsmen  are  members  of  this  association, 
and  there  appears  every  prospect  of  their  doing 
good  work  during  the  coming  season.  The  sub- 
scription, which  is  only  5s.,  should  also  induce 
other  lovers  of  the  "  gentl,e  craft "  to  join  the 
association,  primarily  started  to  suppress  local 
netting  and  the  taking  of  undersized  fish.  Visitors' 
day  tickets  are  also  issued  at  Is.  each  at  the  (jcorge 
Hotel. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  was  held  on 
Saturday  last  at  Howe  Bridge,  Atherton.  A  report 
was  received  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  fishery  laws  with  a  view  to  amend- 
ment, and  the  propositions  arrived  at  by  the 
committee  were  adopted.  Messrs.  Cuerden  and 
Redford  were  again  elected  as  representatives 
on  the  council  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers.  An  application  to  form  a  new  centre  at 
Piatt  Bridge  was  deferred  until  October.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  obtain  particulars  of 
the  fishing  on  the  Korth  Staffordshire  canals.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  a  grand  fishing  match  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal,  date  and  details  being  left 
to  the  officers  and  committee.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  passf^d  to  the  Atherton  Centre  for  tlieii'  hos- 
pitality and  excellent  arrangements  for  the  meeting. 
— Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

The  principal  feature  of  Monday's  meeting  (Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher  in  the  chair)  was  the  exhibition  by 
Mr.  F.  Mason  of  a  splendid  pike  from  the  society's 
water  on  the  Kennet,  weighing  191b.  8oz.  Hanging 
from  the  mouth  of  the  fish  was  a  length  of  gut  with 
a  swivel  attached.  On  examination  ^of  this  it  was 
seen  that  it  formed  part  of  a  two-hook  paternoster, 
probably  used  by  a  former  angler  whilst  trying 
after  percli.  The  bottom  hook  was  inside  the  pike, 
a  few  inches  from  the  vent,  a  fact  which  was 
ascertained  by  (pulling  the  gut  end.  The  pike  was 
hardly  so  fat  as  it  should  have  been  owing  probably 
to  the  irritation  set  up  by  the  hook  which  was  firmly 
fixed  in  its  stomach.  Had  it  been  in  good  condition 
it  would  have  scaled  21b.  at  least  more  than  it  did 
when  captured.  Mr.  Mason  was  congratulated  upon 
his  fine  catch.  Several  members  had  been  to  the 
Itchen  for  grayling,  but  the  heavy  gales  which  pre- 
vailed the  end  of  the  week  had  utterly  spoiled  sport. 
The  president  had  one  fish  and  a  pike,  the  latter 
taken  on  a  "  Red  Spinner,"  not  the  fiy  bearing  that 
name.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  killed  two  brace,  best  fish 
1  lb.  5oz.,  but  the  remaining  anglers  did  nothing. 
The  house  dinner,  which  will  take  place  at  the 
Holborn  Restauratit  on  Monday,  March  6,  promises 
to  be  well  supported.  It  will  be  the  first  of  the 
kind  held  by  the  society,  and  should  it  go  off  as 
w^ll  as  is  confidently  anticipated,  the  function  will 
probably  be  repeated  at  an  early  date.  After  the 
dinner  there  will  be  a  discussion  on  grayling  and 
grayling  fishing. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

River  Idle  Fishing  Club. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  Colonel 
Denison  being  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Norman  B.  Roberts, 
of  West  Retford  Cottage,  and  Mr.  Montagu  W. 
Sibthrop,  of  Canwick  HiU,  Lincoln,  were  elected 
new  members,  and  Mr.  F.  Huntsman,  of  West 
Retford  Hall,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of 
management  in  the  place  of  Mr.  T.  Bescoby,  re- 
signed. The  secretary  (Mr.  W.  E.  Charmon)  laid 
before  the  meeting  a  lengthy  report  of  the  past 
year's  proceedings.  It  appears  that  the  club  is  in  a 
most  satisfactory  state,  and  admission  for  member- 
ship is  now  keenly  sought.  Upwards  of  10,300 
trout  are  being  turned  down  this  spring,  which 
makes  a  total  of  49,240  turned  into  the  river  since 
the  club  was  started  four  years  ago.  The  best  brace 
of  trout  taken  during  the  last  season  scaled  4|lb. 
The  secretary  desires,  on  behalf  of  the  club,  to 
thank  occupiers  of  land  adjoming  the  river  between 
Retford  and  Bawtry  who  have  co-operated  with  the 
club  in  various  ways. 
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WeybrIdgD  Angling  Association. 
[First  Annual  Dinner.] 
The  largo  room  at  the  Lincoln  Arms  Hotel  was 
filled  to  overflowing  on  the  evening  of  Feb  20, 
so  iTiuch  so  that  several  late-comora  were  compelled 
to  take  their  dinner  in  an  adjoining  room.  As  the 
association  was  only  formed  in  the  spring  of  last 
year  its  great  sucr-es^  is  most  gratifying  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  as  the  meml)oi'ship  continues  steadily  to 
inerea,se,  new  members  being  olof-ted  at  each  meeting 
of  the  association,  its  prosperity  in  the  future  is 
assured.  An  angling  association  was  certainly  re- 
quired at  Weybridg?,  and  the  numbers  of  fishermen 
and  others  interested  in  the  Tha'rios  and  its  fishery 
joining  the  association  amply  justify  its  formation  ; 
several  members  are  on  the  committee  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  and  understand  the  requirements  of  the 
river  from  thoroughly  practical  experience,  both 
as  regards  protection  of  fishing  and  rsstocking. 
The  headquarters  of  the  association,  at  the  Old 
Crown,  are  close  to  the  river,  and  Mr.  Hammerton 
can  always  give  the  latest  information  respecting  the 
fishing  and  what  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  done. 
The  dinner  was  an  unqualified  success,  and  as  a 
"  packed  meeting  "  it  i-i  probably  unsurpassed,  the 
general  opini  m  being  that  at  the  next  dirmec  the 
location  should  be  the  new  Holstein  Hall,  recently 
opened  in  Weybridge.  Mr.  Frank  Holme  Sumner, 
C.C.,  the  chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  presided,  Mr. 
Chailes  H.  Wheeley,  T.A.P.S.,  was  vice-chairman, 
and  some  eighty  members  and  visitors  sat  down  to 
an  excellent  dinner  provided  by  Mr.  Beai'up.  After 
the  loyal  toast,  songs  and  speeches  followed  in  quick 
succession.  The  prizes  won  in  1904  were  presented, 
Mr.  Wheeley's  prize  for  specimen  fish  being 
won  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Shaylor,  who  also  took  Mr. 
Hammerton's  prize  for  the  largest  pike.  Mr. 
Bearup  won  the  prize  for  the  largest  chub,  a  fish  of 
421b.  Mr.  Hammerton  took  Mr.  Conroy's  handsome 
cup  for  the  largest  roach.  A  regular  surprise  was 
in  store  for  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Claude  E. 
Briggs,  a  silver  tobacco  box  b^ing  presented  him  by 
piivate  subscription  from  a  few  members  in  recog- 
nition of  the  excellent  way  he  has  worked  for  the 
association  during  the  initial  year  of  its  existence. 
Mr.  Gammon,  one  of  those  who  retmrned  thanks 
for  the  visitors,  expressed  a  wish  to  join  the  associa- 
tion, and  another  visitor,  who  inadvertently  signed 
his  name  as  a  member  in  the  attendance  book,  were 
immediately  proposed  as  members  by  the  vice- 
chairman.  Mr.  Warren  seconded,  and  the  new 
members  were  elected  amid  much  congratulation 
and  amusement.  A  feature  of  the  entertainment 
was  the  menu  cards.  These  were  drawn  by  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  C.  E.  Briggs,  being  most 
humorous  sketches  of  anglers,  a  great  contest 
ensumg  for  possession  of  one  delineating  the  vice- 
chairman  and  others  in  committee.  Mr.  Briggs' 
pen-and-ink  sketches  of  the  members  were  warmly 
appreciated,  and  as  an  artist  he  has  a  marvellous 
gift  of  lightning  sketches  from  life,  and  the  humour 
he  put  into  his  work  is  excellent.  Mr.  Light 
and  Mr.  Lovett  spoke  on  the  important  subject 
of  restocking  the  Thames ;  Messrs.  Briggs,  Jacobs, 
Squire,  Martin,  and  others  sang  some  good  songs  ; 
the  toasts  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  were 
enthusiastically  responded  to,  and  a  most  pleasant 
evening  closed  with  the  only  regret  that  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  full  programme  owing 
to  lack  of  time.  The  T.A.P.S.  collecting  box  was 
passed  round,  and  although  it  did  not  go  out  empty 
it  returned  much  fuller,  with  a  rich  vein  of  some- 
thing besides  copper,  and  the  T.A.P.S.  fimd  will 
doubtless  benefit  in  consequence. — Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLING  ON  LOCH  LOMOND. 


Report  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Impr  ovement 
Association. 

The  committee  have  pleasure  in  submitting  their 
I'eport  for  the  season  of  1904.  From  the  accounts,  a 
duly  aucUted  abstract  of  which  is  also  submi'tte»d, 
will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary  revenue  has  mcreased 
from  £441  6s.  Od.  in  1903  to  £495  12s.  6d.  in  1904, 
and  that  the  total  revenue  from  all  sources  is 
£607  10s.  5d.  There  is  again  an  increase  of  contri- 
butors from  332  to  379,  and  this,  and  the  fact  that 
those  who  are  only  occasional  visitors  now  largely 
subscribe,  gives  the  committee  confidence  that  the 
association's  work  is  appreciatecT  by  the  angluig 
public.  At  the  same  time  munbers  of  anglers  who 
frequent  the  loch  do  not  yet  seem  to  be  aware  of  the 
existing  local  conditions.  Few  angling  seasons  have 
yielded  such  poverty  of  sport  as  1904,  when  com- 
plaints were  heard  from  all  Scottish  districts.  That 
similar  complaints  shoidd  be  made  regarding  Loch 
Lomond  might  fairly  be  expected,  but  actual  results 
did  not  fall  far  short  of  the  excellent  standard  of 
1903,  and  the  numbers  rising  and  coming  short 
during  the  impropitious  weather  of  July,  August,  and 
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September  indicated  what  sport  might  have  been 
expected  under  more  favourable  conditions.  The 
reported  captures  have  provided  a  useful  test  of  com- 
parison with  preceding  seasons,  and  boat-hirers  and 
others  will  confer  the  greatest  benefit  by  continuing 
to  send  their  reports  to  the  Press,  either  direct  or 
tlu'ough  the  secretary.  A  more  complete  record  of 
brown  trout  caught  would  prove  valuable.  All 
through  the  season  fish  ran  late,  but  only  in  the  case 
of  blacknebs  and  the  smaller  class  of  sea-trout  did 
the  fish  seem  actually  scarcer.  On  the  other  hand, 
grilse  and  small  salmon  seemed  to  be  more  numerous 
than  usual,  and  a  late  December  run  of  salmon  in  tlie 
Fruin  proved  that  many  fish  of  from  201b.  to  301b. 
in  weight  were  seeking  the  spawning  beds.  Both 
the  Luss  and  Fruin  held  a  large  stock  of  sea-trout. 
For  the  convenience  of  anglers,  a  comfortable  shelter 
has  been  erected  upon  the  island  of  Darroch  with  the 
kind  co-operation  of  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  and  it  is 
his  grace's  desire  that  the  shelter  should  be  avail- 
able to  all  angling  visitors.  Private  keys  can  be  got 
by  members  from  the  secretary,  for  use  during 
membership,  for  a  single  payment  of  2s.  6d.,  and 


keys  (Gd.  per  day)  are  kept  at  Balloch  and  Luss 
Hotels  and  at  Mr.  Lynn's,  Balloch.  For  the  con- 
venience of  clubs  competing  from  Balloch,  it  should 
be  said  that  Mr.  Lynn  has  arranged  to  tow  anglers, 
by  steam  launch,  to  and  from  the  more  distant  fishing 
grounds  on  previous  notice  being  received  by  him. 
The  committee  have  stocked  the  hatchery  with  about 
184,000  salmon  and  sea-trout  ova,  and  have  besides 
purchased  from  Howietoun  some  96,000  bro-svn  trout 
ova  in  the  hope  of  improving  the  yield  of  the  native 
loch  trout  by  introducing  a  new  strain.  The  fry, 
reared  from  ova  obtained  last  spawning  season,  were, 
in  spring,  distributed  amongst  the  streams  between 
Ardlui  and  the  Fruin,  in  the  proportion  of  12,000  to 
Tarbet  district,  35,000  to  Luss,  24,000  to  Rossdhu, 
and  25,000  to  the  Fruin.  A  number  of  fish,  of  which 
full  particulars  have  been  kept  for  future  reference, 
have  been  marked  with  the  silver  badges  supplied  by 
the  Fishery  Board,  and  a  gratuity  of  2s.  6d.  is  offered 
to  any  boatman  engaged  in  the  recapture  of  one  of 
these  fish  who  will  return  the  badge  with  particulars 
to  the  secretary.  One  season's  experience  of  the 
Clyde  salmon  fishings  has  proved  the  soundness  of 


the  association's  policy  in  acquiring  the  lease.  Not- 
withstanding the  heavy  annual  rent,  all  outla}^ 
incurred  in  providing  a  house  and  outfit  for  tlie 
whole  period  of  the  lease  have  already  been  written 
off  with  the  help  of  an  advance  of  £35  8s.  4d.  from  tlm 
general  fimds,  and  without  having  to  call  upon  thosu 
gentlemen  who  kindly  volunteered  a  guarantee  under 
the  lease.  With  nothing  but  current  expenses  of 
working  to  face  during  the  remaining  period  of  th(3 
lease,  the  association  will  liave  a  free  hand  to  control 
the  netting  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  angling 
pubhc.  With  respect  to  the  conservancy  of  the  dis- 
trict in  its  broader  aspect,  the  opposition  of  your 
committee  to  the  Dumbartonshire  (Vale  of  Leven) 
Water  Provisional  Order,  referred  to  in  the  last, 
report,  resulted  in  an  agreement  being  come  to  with 
the  Dumbarton  County  Council  whereby  an  adequato 
flow  of  the  Finlas  water  and  the  amenity  of  the  Fruin 
and  the  fishings  generally  have  been  safeguarded. 
With  a  similar  object,  your  committee  have  lodged 
objections  to  the  formation  of  two  outfall  sewers  by 
the  Renfrew  County  Council  at  Langbank,  which,  if 
formed,  will  prove  prejudicial  to  the  shoals  of  salmoii 


STEEL  ROWING-BOATS  AND  PUNTS 

For  Plea.su.re  or  Fishing. 

Built  like  a  Steel  Ship.  Entirely  supersedes  the  old  Wood  Boat.  Can  never 
warp  or  leak.    Air  chambers  prevent  them  sinking  even  when  full  of  water. 

You  can  leave  them  by  the  loch,  river,  or  seaside  without  protection,  and 

they  cannot  leak. 


THINK  OF  A  BOAT  THAT  NEVER  LEAKS  AND  IS  ALWAYS  SWEET  AND  CLEAN. 

16  ft.  Boat,  44  in.  Beam,  Weight  about  220  lbs.  ..  £20 
14  ft.  „  44  in.  „  „  „  210  lbs.  ..  £18 
lift  „  48  in.  „  „  „  200  lbs.  ..  £16 
14  ft.  Punt,  48  in.      „         „         „      200  lbs.      ..  £14 

Complete  with  Oars,  Rowlocks,  and  Rudder.   Crate  and  Packing  free,  carriage  paid 
to  any  railway  station  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

These  Boats  have  been  adopted  by  and  supplied  to  the  British  Government 

Prompt  delivery  now  or  in  the  Spring  if  ordered  at  once;  but  cannot  guarantee  this 
later,  as  last  year's  demand  was  so  heavy  we  Could  not  execute  all  our  orders. 

Catalogue  and  all  details,  with  copies  of  testimonials  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  use  these  boats,  will  be  sent  promptly  on  appHcation. 

ILRIVESTRONG   &  CO., 

Sporting  Gun  Department, 

Office:  115,  Northumberland  Street,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wiii  rtacti  American  anglers  oy  advcnisinjs  i, 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBBKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 

23.  Finch    Lane   f^ornhill  Londo^ 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Nkw  York,  U.S.A. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

To  IL<et    A  Few  Rods 

On  four-and-a-half  miles  of  the  River  Hiz  ;  also 
TO  LET  aliout  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
on  the  River  Oughton.  Both  rivers  well  stocked. 
Forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N. 
Railway).  Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com- 
mander Fellowes,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery, 
Hitchin. 


M.  ROGAN  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Rod <£  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
Bailyshannon,  IRELAND. 

Makers  of  Rods,  Flies,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
of  world-wide  reputation. 

Established  over  a  Century. 


ROACH  &TROUT-Fishers'single  hair, 

50  selected,  2/6;  100,  4/6.     lioach,  bottoms, 

half-dozen,  2/-.    Worms  in  tlax,  1/3,  2/0. 
PICKBRSQILL,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
GAZETTE. 

The  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  the  Britisli  Empire. 


Price  6d. 


By  Post,  6id. 


Offices:  22,  Essex  Street,  Stband, 
London,  W.C. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Ready  for  Use. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  ]/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d, 


CLARKE  &  COm 
38.  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


15th  YEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

"Le  Pecheur." 

Office :  iO,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


From  the  Great  North  Sea  FishinglPort 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWESTOFT. 


A.  HORREX,  Fish  Merchant, 
177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Fish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  2s.  &d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  half 
dry  required. 


*,*  The  Editor  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette"  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Boirez's  J^sh  will  be  dis- 
appointed. 


MuDiE's  Library 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  opened  at  any  date 
for  THREE,  SIX,  &  TWELVE  Months. 

Town  Subscpiptions,  21/-  yearly. 
Books  of  past  Seasons,  10/6  yearly. 

FOREIGN  BOOKS  are  available  on 
ALL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Terms  for  COUNTR  Y,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST,  sent  on  application. 


SURPLUS  BOOKS 

AND 

NEW  REMAINDERS 

OFFERED  AT  GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES. 


A  NEW  LIST,  now  ready,  contauaa 
Popular  Works  on  SPORT,  TRAVEL, 
BIOGRAPHY,  and  FICTION.  Sent 
post  free  on  application  to 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.C.) 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.  LONDON. 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C.) 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

.VTagic  Cliinese  Fish  Bait  (catch  pailful  fish),  1/- ; 
Secret  Fishing  Oils,  Worms,  Maggots,  Prawns, 
Minnows,  1/-  each  box;  Trout  Flies,  1/-  dozen 
Rods,  5/6  ;  Trammel  Nets,  12/6.  Lists  free, 
carraige  paid. 

J.  EGGLESTON,  Naluralist,  Sunderland. 


FOR  SALE. 


GUN  AND  FISHING 
TACKLE  BUSINESS 

In  North  Wales. 


EXCEPTIONAL  CHANCE. 


Apply,  "A.  B.,"  Handel  House,  RHYL, 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling :  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Eeels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


G- zs  xo- X.  x:  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T- 
PICKEKSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 
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,ongregating  at  the  mouth  of  the  Leven.  The  pol- 
ition  of  the  Leven  itself  is  still  a  vital  question.  It 
!  complained  by  those  fishing  it  that  the  bed  of  the 
tream,  even  with  an  average  flow,  accumulates  a 
uantity  of  deleterious  matter  which  renders  angling 
.seless,  and  which  care  might  prevent.  At  the  same 
ime  it  is  only  fair  to  the  firms  which  recognise  their 
esponsibiUties  in  this  matter  to  state  that  no 
eriouscaseof  fish  poisoning  was  reported  during  1904. 
'he  watching  of  the  district  has  been  efficiently 
arried  out  by  the  staff,  and  important  prosecutions 
or  the  taking  of  kelt  fish  from  the  loch  and  Leven, 
3T  otter  fishing  on  the  loch,  and  for  illegal  gaffing 
,y  a  member  on  the  Fruin,  were  successfully  con- 
ucted.  But  altogether  only  seven  cases,  involving 
jurteen  persons,  all  of  whom  were  convicted, 
ecurred  dm-ing  the  season.  Of  the  twenty-seven 
on\'ictions  secured  last  season,  nearly  half  were  for 
aids  upon  the  Clyde  banks  when  these  fishings  were 
ot  in  the  association's  hands.  The  committee  regret 
hat  several  cases  have  been  reported  of  anglers 
shing  the  streams  with  worm,  contrary  to  the  asso 
iation's  bye-laws,  which  were  framed  by  the  asso- 
iation  and  the  Colqulioun  Estate  Trustees  in  the 
eneral  interest,  and  must  be  scrupulously  observed 
y  members.  The  committee  recommend  the 
doption  of  the  new  rule  on  the  subject.  The 
ike  nets  captiu-ed  altogether  346  fish,  weighing 
03Ulb.,  the  details  being — Luss  district,  112  pike, 
reighing  244|lb.,  average  2Jlb.  ;  Inverbeg,  29  pike, 
'Sighmg  67  J  lb.,  average  2|^lb.  ;  Fruin  mouth,  117 
ike.  weighmg  4341b.,  average  31b.  lOoz.  ;  and  Ardlui 
istrict,  80  pike,  weighing  2851b.,  average  3ilb.  The 
eneral  average  is  31b.,  as  compared  with  31b.  lOoz. 
1  1903.  No  perceptible  diminution  of  the  powan 
1  the  loch  has  as  yet  been  observed,  although  some 
ight  tons  of  these  fish,  and  of  eels,  were  taken  from 
;.  It  has  been  thought  proper  to  continue  both  the 
3l  and  powan  fishing  during  the  season  of  1905. 
^orkmg-men  anglers  continue  to  support  the  asso- 
lation  through  the  local  clubs,  400  having  taken  out 
ermits  diu-ing  the  season,  as  against  348  in  1903. 
he  committee  have  rescinded  the  rule  against 
osmg  the  Leven  in  May,  at  the  request  of  the  clubs, 
a  the  imderstanding  that  the  capture  of  descending 
nolts  and  kelts  will  entail  forfeiture  of  the  offender's 
srmit,  besides  rendering  him  hable  to  prosecution. 
1  concluding  a  more  lengthy  report  thah  usual,  your 
)mmittee  would  direct  attention  to  the  magnitude 
:  the  scope  of  their  operations,  which,  in  fact,  must 
)mprise  the  whole  of  the  Loch  Lomond  basin,  if  their 
ork  18  not  to  be  rendered  abortive  at  some  vital 
3mt  or  other,  and  they  take  the  present  oppor- 
uiity  of  appealing  to  the  public  spirit  of  land- 
yners,  and  others  interested,  to  assist  them  by 
•iticism  or  advice  in  directing  their  efforts  into  such 
lannels  as  will  most  fully  develop  the  fishings  for  the 
snefit  of  all  concerned. 

Heney  Lamond,  Secretary. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Majik  IV.— The  most  recent  book  on  sport  in 
idia  IS  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  "  Sportsman's  Book  for 
idia,  contributed  by  various  authors  (18s.  net  ; 
.  Marshall),  published  in  June,  1904. 


Hettecs  to  the  Ebitoc. 

Ve  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opimons  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

TOURNAMENT  SUGGESTION. 
Dear  Sir,— It  seemed  to  me  that  one  great  fault 

the  casters  m  the  late  Palace  Competition  was  in 
tting  the  water  behind  when  casting.  As  there 
e  nearly  always  impediments  behind  one  in  real 
ihing,  I  would  suggest  that  there  should  be  half  a 
>zen  rows  of  sheep  hurdles  extending  some  thirty 

torty  yards  backwards  behind  the  thrower  in  the 
■xt  tournament.  By  having  these  we  should  see 
ore  practical  work. — Yours  truly,  F.  L. 

^^J'^'L*'*'"'^®^  '^"■^  ""^  of  the  hurdles 

Ed  1         ^         amusement  of  the  spectators. 


RE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON  LAWS. 
Dear  Sir^I  have  a  telegram  this  evening  from 
r.  -Beyer,  Bergen, -Norway,  stating  that  the  Odels- 
mg  department  of  the  Storthing  has  just  resolved 
at  there  shall  be  a  three  days'  weekly  close  time. 
16  votmg  was— m  favour  of  three  days'  close  time 
iekly,  torty-eight  votes  ;  against  three  days'  close 
ne  weekly,  forty  votes.— Yours  truly, 
Lumley  House,  Feb.  16.  James  Do  well. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Dowell ;  I  have  referred  to 
s  matter  m  a  note. — Ed.] 


CASTING  FROM  THE  TIN  OR  BASKET  OR 
TRAY— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  there  ought  to  be  a  little  setting 
right  of  a  misleading  statement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  copied  from  the  Field,  referring  to  my  spin- 
ning contrivance,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Geen's  book, 
which  is  calculated  to  lower  me  in  the  eyes  of  friends 
to  whom  I  have  made  presents  of  spinning  baskets 
and  trays,  and  who  rightly  believed  the  idea  of  the 
contrivance  was  mine.  The  notion  occurred  to  me 
while  fishing  at  Heathcote  Hydro,  on  the  Dee,  with 
Mr.  Little,  a  friend  of  his,  and  Mr.  Murdoch,  in  1887, 
those  gentlemen  beiag  well  known  in  the  angling 
world.  We  fished  daily,  comparing  it  with  the 
Nottingham  method,  and  I  showed  its  working  to 
many  anglers  of  repute  on  Deeside.  As  I  came 
south  I  thought  that  if  it  were  made  of  tin  instead 
of  wicker  it  would  be  an  advantage,  so  I  ordered  one 
to  be  made  of  tin  in  Aberdeen  to  be  sent  on  to 
Richmond.  In  due  course  it  came  here,  but  the 
tinsmith  had  so  badly  carried  out  my  instructions 
and  drawing  that  it  was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and 
Mr.  Geen,  who  was  at  my  house  when  it  came,  volun 
teered  to  have  one  made  here.  I  offered  no  objec 
tion  to  this  as  he  was  an  old  friend. 

My  object  in  writing  this  is  to  correct  a  false 
impression,  since  your  review,  as  copied  from  the 
Field,  of  Mr.  Geen's  book  implies  that  the  tin  tray 
was  his  idea  instead  of  mine,  and  thus  your  readers 
might  be  led  to  think  that  I  have  been  taking  credit 
for  an  idea  that  did  not  belong  to  me.  The  whole 
matter  is,  perhaps,  of  slight  importance,  except  as  it 
affects  character,  but  such  as  it  is  the  contrivance  is 
wholly  mine,  and  Mr.  Geen  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  it  until  I  allowed  him  to  get  a  Richmond 
tinsmith  to  improve  upon  the  Aberdeen  man's 
bunglingwork.- Yours  truly,  James  Temple. 
2,  Old  Palace-terrace,  The  Green,  Richmond. 

[Mr.  Geen  was,  of  course,  not  responsible  for  the 
statement  in  the  Field,  which  was  copied  without  his 
knowledge  into  the  Fishing  Gazette.  In  his  book  he 
very  clearly  gives  the  credit  of  the  idea  to  Mr. 
Temple.  He  says  :  "I  desire  to  render  credit  to 
my  friend  Mr.  James  Temple,  the  well-known 
piscatorial  artist,  for  the  idea  of  attaching  a  some- 
thing to  the  waist  into  which  the  line  could  be  coiled. 
He  used  a  wicker  basket  for  many  years,  anJ  it  was 
from  a  duphcate  of  his  basket,  which  he  kindly 
gave  me,  that  the  side-fitting  tin  was  evolved."  It 
will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Temple's  idea  was  to  have  it 
in  tin  also,  and  he  had  one  made.  As  regards  who 
first  invented  the  plan  of  holding  the  line  in  "  a 
something,"  as  Mr.  Geen  calls  it,  I  have  an  impres- 
sion that  some  time — some  years,  in  fact — before 
1887,  Mr.  Ehman  or  Mr.  Schwan  used  a  folding  tray 
made  of  netting,  held  open  by  arms  like  a  fan,  to  coil 
the  line  on  to  in  spinning  for  Salrno  hucho  on  the 
Danube  and  its  tributaries.  This  tray  is  very  light, 
and  when  strapped  to  the  side  enables  the  angler  to 
wade  or  walk  among  thistles  and  coil  the  line  safely 
for  each  fresh  cast.  I  often  wonder  that  minnow 
fishers  for  trout  do  not  use  this  method  of  coiling  the 
line  into  a  tin  or  basket  or  tray  of  some  kind,  as  it 
permits  the  lightest  bait  being  cast  with  the  greatest 
accuracy  and  dehcacy.  Mr.  Geen,  who  is  unques- 
tionably very  successful  with  it,  claims  it  has  advan- 
tages over  any  system  of  casting  from  the  reel,  and 
that  its  disadvantages  are  more  imaginary  than  real. 
I  do  not  quite  agree  with  him. — Ed.] 

A  FLY  HOOK  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — With  your  usual  courtesy,  will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  reply  to  the  following  either  by 
post  or  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  ?  During  my 
experience  as  a  fly-fisher  for  trout  and  grayling, 
now  having  extended  over  twenty  years,  I  have  at 
various  times  been  annoyed  through  breakages  of 
hooks,  gut  snapping,  and  so  forth.  Within  the  last 
month  I  have  carefully  tested  every  fly  in  my  books, 
and  with  the  most  disastrous  results,  for  I  have 
scores  and  scores  of  flies,  practically  as  good  as  they 
were  the  day  that  they  left  the  shop,  quite  useless 
owing  to  the  gut  "  giving  "  either  at  some  weak 
place  or  simply  tearing  away  from  the  wrapping 
on  the  body  of  the  flies.  The  moral  of  all  this 
would  clearly  point  to  "  eyed  "  hooks  in  the  future. 
I  have  repeatedly  complained  to  fly  dressers  about 
the  gut  coming  away  from  the  hook,  and  the  follow- 
ing are  the  reasons  generally  offered  —  that  as  I 
require  the  bodies  so  thin  and  short  there  is  no 
hold  for  the  gut  ;  that  after  a  time  the  wax  shrinks, 
and  that  the  tension  on  the  silk  causes  it,  after  a 
time,  to  stretch,  etc. 

This,  no  doubt,  is  to  a  great  extent  true  enough, 
but  affords  no  practical  remedy  ;  thus  it  would  seem 
quite  courting  a  repetition  to  restock  on  similar 
lines.  Hence  my  object  in  writing  to  ask  your 
advice.  I  desire  flies  that  I  can  use  either  for  dry 
or  simk  fly  fishing,  and  wish  to  know  whether — 

(1)  Flies  dressed  on  eyed  hooks  are  suitable  for 
both  methods  of  fishing  ? 


(2)  If  so,  which  kind  of  eyed  hooks  you  reeonl- 
mend  for  small  flies,  including  nlidg^s  ? 

(3)  With  eyed  hooks,  which  kind  of  knot  do  you 
advise  for  attaching  the  gut  ? 

(4)  Do  you  recommend  Pennell's  "  new  upturned 
shanked  down  eyed  liooks,"  or  Hail's  up-eyed 
hooks  as  bearing  upon  the  pull  of  the  hook  in  down- 
stream fishing.  In  the  former  the  wire  seems  in  tlie 
smallest  sizes  so  very  thin,  and  it  does  not  seem 
certain  that  the  sneck  bend  is  altogether  an  advan- 
tage in  hooks. 

The  other  day  I  was  discussing  the  whole  matter 
with  one  of  the  leading  fishing  tackle  makers,  but, 
alas  !  he  did  not  seem  to  give  me  much  consolation. 
His  opinion  was  as  follows  :  That  for  ordinary  wet 
or  sunk  fly  fishing  nothing  surpassed  the  usual  way 
of  wrapping  the  gut  on  to  the  shank  of  the  hook, 
as  in  this  way  the  fly  "  stood  out  "  better,  as  he 
expressed  it  ;  whereas,  that  although  he  fully 
advocated  the  eyed  hook  for  purely  dry  fly  fishing, 
he  could  not  claim  any  advantage  that  the  eyed 
hook  possessed  for  the  wet,  for  he  said  that  after 
fishing  for  a  short  time  I  should  find  that  owing  to 
the  drag  of  the  water  and  the  flattening  of  the  gut, 
the  fly  on  the  eyed  hook  would  begin  to  drop 
or  hang  down,  instead  of  standing  out,  and  this 
when  a  fish  rose  would  be  a  great  disadvantage,  as 
there  would  not  be  a  straight  pull. 

Thus  you  will  see  that  I  am,  as  it  were,  between 
two  fires,  and  write  to  ask  if  you  can  kindly  lielp  me 
out  of  the  wood,  for  it  becomes  rather  a  serious 
matter  having  to  discard  somepoimds"  worth  of  flies 
which  have  never  even  been  used  simply  owing  to 
defective  gut  or  its  imperfect  attachment  to  the 
hook. 

I  trust  that  you  will  forgive  me  inflicting  a  some- 
what lengthy  communication  upon  you,  but  I  know 
that  a  little  "  fellow  feeling  makes  us  wondrous 
kind,"  and  just  at  a  time  when  I  must  shortly 
incur  the  expense  of  practically  restocking  my  book 

I  naturally  wish  to  do  so  to  the  best  advantage.  

Believe  me,  yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  Thorpe-Wood. 

[(1)1  have  found  flies  on  eyed  hooks  suitable  for 
both  methods.  (2)  I  use  eyed  hooks  with  eye  turned 
up  or  turned  down,  and  find  no  difference  in  practical 
fishing.  (3)  I  always  use  Major  Turle's  knot. 
(4)  The  Pennell  hooks  are  very  good  and  so  are  the 
Hall.  I  find  no  practical  difference.  All  flies  have 
heads,  and  the  eye  looks  like  a  head  ;  the  Pennell 
hook  would  look  better,  as  the  eye  is  smaller  if  used 
for  a  wet  fly,  and  Mr.  Thorpe -Wood  might  try 
a  few  flies  for  wet  fly  fishing  dressed  on  eyed 
hooks,  the  gut  being  passed  through  the  eye,  then 
knotted  once  round  shank,  and  the  end  then  whipped 
to  the  shank  with  waxed  silk  in  the  ordinary  way. 
Fastened  in  this  way  the  fly  would  be  exactly  like 
an  ordinary  wet  fly  on  gut,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  pull  the  gut  away  from  the  hook— it  would 
break  first  ;  also  it  would  not  require  much  whipping 
as  the  knot  up  against  the  eye  would  prevent 
slipping.  But  I  hope  other  anglers  may  be  able  to 
give  Mr.  Thorpe-Wood  some  better  hints  than 
these. — Ed.] 

ON  DYEING  FEATHERS,  ETC.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 
Dear  Sir,— I  had  intended  for  the  past  two  weeks 
to  write  thanking  "  Ichabod  "  for  his  courtesy  in 
replying  to  my  letter  in  your  issue  of  January  7, 
asking  for  information  with  reference  to  the  above,' 
but  was  prevented  doing  so  until  now  by  pressure' 
of  business. 

I  think  "Ichabod"  is  writing  under  a  wrong 
nom  de  plume. 

On  reading  the  first  letter  contributed  by  him, 
I  was  afraid  the  recollection  of  the  lo.ss  of  his  gallant 
"  crower  "  had  been  too  much  for  him,  and  that  he 
felt  constrained,  when  he  came  to  the  end  of  his 
letter,  to  write  "  Ichabod."  However,  I  am  glad  to 
see  by  his  last  two  contributions  that  I  was  mis- 
taken, as  they  bear  the  mark  of  a  man  who  can  still 
command  attention. 

To  those  Uke  myself  endeavouring  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  I  consider  "  Ichabod's  " 
letters  very  valuable,  and  I  await  with  pleasure  his 
further  contributions.  I  see  he  alludes  to  the 
colour  known  in  Ireland  as  the  "golden  olive," 
and  I  am  glad  because  I  belong  to  that  part  of  the 
globe,  and  feel  nothing  the  worse  of  my  situation. 
That  colour  is,  in  ray  opinion,  also  a  most  killing 
one,  and  I  hope  "  Ichabod "  will  give  us  full 
particulars  regarding  it.  There  is  another  colour, 
the  true  shade  of  which  is  very  difficult  to  obtain,' 
I  refer  to  blood-red.  This  colour  is  also  amphibious 
to  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  if  "  Ichabod  "  can  give 
any  suggestions  as  to  the  best  methods  for  obtaining 
the  correst  shade  I  will  be  deeply  indebted  to  him. 

Purchasers  of  blood-red  hackles,  etc.,  find  the 
shades  sdd  as  such  not  at  all  satisfactorj',  almost 
all  inclinmg  to  siarlet  or  some  go  between.  Thank- 
ing "  Ichabod"  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly. 

Purple,  Red,  and  White, 
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ON  DYEING  FEATHERS,  ETC.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 

Dear  Sir, — Turmeric,  the  books  tell  us,  is  the 
"  dried  tubers  or  rhizomes  of  Curcuma  longa"  and 
is  imported  from  diflerent  foreign  countries — India, 
China,  and  others — and  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes  each  country  produces  an  ingredient  of  a 
different  shade  of  yellow,  and  according  to  that  shade 
will  your  dyed  feathers,  fur,  or  wool  turn  out.  The 
ingredient  is  procurable  at  most  chemists'  shops, 
but  in  my  early  days  of  dyeing  I  was  so  struck 
■with  these  varying  shades  as  to  doubt  the  purity 
of  the  tui  meric,  and  so  obtained  saaiples  direct  from 
the  drysaltery,  but  here  again  I  wa?  confronted 
with  the  same  difficulties,  so  contented  myself  with 
employing  the  despised  chemists  for  future  supplies. 

Now  having  got  some  turmeric  of  sorts,  and  your 
enamelled  saucepan  about  half  full  of  boiling  water 
kept  isimmering  over  the  fire  or  spirit  lamp,  shake 
in  the  turmeric,  and  keeo  stirring  it  with  a  bit  of 
clean  wood  vmtil  the  boiling  becomes  about  as  thi:'k 
as  thin  gruel,  and  so  let  it  simmer  some  five  minutes 
or  so.  Then  in  with  your  feathery  having  previously 
thoroughly  impregnated  them  with  alum  mordant, 
and  stew  them  for  quite  ten  minutes,  not  forgetting 
to  keep  stirring  them  all  the  while.  Out  witli  them, 
well  wash  them  in  cold  water-,  dry  them,  and  sf  e 
what  sha-le  you  have  got.  If  you  think  that  they 
a'e  not  so  dark  as  you  denre  you  may  try  another 
ten  minutes  in  the  turmeric,  but  as  a  rule  the  fiist 
stewing  will  hnve  given  you  all  that  can  be  got  cut 
of  that  )Jt>t.  Well,  now  you  have  got  the  "golden 
olive"  that  turmeric  by  itself  will  give,  and  many 
a  time  it  turns  ovit  to  \  e  ju.';t  what  the  fish  want, 
and  by  using  hackles  of  diffeient  shade?  and  colouis 
you  will  obtain  some  most  taking  shades,  though  ex- 
cept from  white  or  c-eam-coloured  hackles  they  can 
ha- dly  be  called  "  golden  ohves."  Ginger  and  red 
hackles  give  a  most  excellent  shade,  especially  for 
some  trout  flies — say,  over  an  orange  floss  body 
and  landrail's  wing,  and  from  black  hackles  comes 
a  very  useful  "sooty"  olive,  also  good  for  the 
same  purpose. 

So  much  for  the  shade  to  be  got  from  turmeric 
alone,  and  now  for  a  few  of  the  combinations  used 
to  produce  other  shades.  Slightly  tinge  a  bunch  of 
white  hackles  in  blue  dye,  and  then  proceeding  as 
before  a  very  killing  shade  for  clear  water  will  be 
obtained.  Make  a  decoction  of  Brazil  wood  dust 
and  madder  equal  parts,  or  of  Brazil  wood  alone, 
and  give  a  bmidle  of  hackles  dyed  in  turmeric  a 
swirl  or  two  through  that,  and  you  get  the  best 
shade  of  golden  olive  possible  for  coloured  water, 
and,  indeed,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  is  not  the 
best  colour  in  any  water  when  used  over  a  gold 
tinsel  or  gold  floss  silk  body.  There  are  other 
shades  to  be  got  from  other  combinations,  but  it 
would  take  up  too  much  space  to  go  minutely  into 
them  all.  A  good  deal  of  practice  is  required,  and 
many  a  queer  shade  is  to  be  got  by  dying  first  in 
one  colour  and  then  in  another  of  a  very  opposite 
hue. 

To  dye  from  citron  bark  make  a  strong  decoction 
of  it  in  boiling  water,  and  treat  the  feathers,  etc., 
about  to  be  dyed  according  to  foregoing  directions. 

I  think  I  may  now  bring  these  rough  hints  to  a 
conclusion  by  again  impressing  on  my  readers  that 
there  is  no  erudite  knowledge  required  to  get  all 
colours  and  their  sha  le?  most  pleasing  to  the  fish, 
and  that  with  prac-tice  and  experience  the  most 
tempting  colours  are  not  hard  to  come  by,  and 
perhaps  by  way  of  encouragement  to  the  novice  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  never  saw  a  colour 
dyed  by  any  otlier  than  my.self,  and  without  egotism, 
that  they  have  been  pr-onounced  by  competent 
judges — yourself,  sir,  in  the  long  ago  being  one 
of  tiiem — to  be  as  brilliant  and  satisfactory  as 
needs  be. — Vale,  Ichabod. 

RESTOCKING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
letter  of  your  coi'respondent.  Dr.  Ivingston  Barton, 
as  I  have  often  thought  that  much  might  be  done 
in  this  direction.  The  Thames  and  its  tributary 
streams  are  well  suited  by  nature  for  trout ;  last 
November  I  saw  a  magnificent  rainbow  in  a  spot 
which  lies  Just  half  way  between  Oxford  and 
London  Bridge.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the 
time  and  money  which  are  being  devoted  to  the 
work  of  bringing  back  the  salmon  were  spent  in 
increasing  and  protectmg  the  trout  the  reward 
would  be  greater. 

The  first  question  is  to  consider  whether  any 
special  protection  could  be  obtained  for  the  portions 
of  the  river  so  stocked :  it  is  suggested  that  the 
portions  of  the  river  immediately  below  the  weirs 
could  be  specially  reserved  for  trout  fishers ;  this 
suggestion  is  a  very  good  one,  but  have  the  Thames 
Conservancy  the  power  to  make  any  such  regulation 
as  this,  even  if  willing  to  do  so  '/  I  doubt  it.  To 
ensure  satisfactory  results  many  minor  regulations 
would  no  doubt  be  necessary,  but  there  are  two 
which  seem  to  me  essential — firstly,  that  no  boats 


other  than  fishing  punts  .should  be  allowed  on  the 
reserved  waters  ;  and  secondly,  that  no  lure  other 
than  natural  or  artificial  fly  should  be  permitted  on 
those  waters.  Would  the  Conservancy  be  able  to 
make  such  regulations  ? 

I  have  always  understood  that  the'present  limit 
for  sizeable  trout,  both  above  and  below  the  city 
stone  at  Staines,  is  1  lb. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know,  sir.  if  you  think  that 
any  scheme  of  restocking  could  be  successfully 
carried  out,  and  if  so,  how  you  consider  that  such 
a  good  cause  could  best  be  advanced  ? — Yours 
truly,  N.  Chaplin. 

[The  Thames  minimum  limit  for  trout  is  1ft.  4in. 
(IBin.).  I  do  not  think  the  Conservators  would  for 
a  moment  listen  to  any  proposal  for  preserving  or 
reserving  trout  for  fly  fishers  only.  As  long  as  the 
present  high  limit  of  Kiin.  is  retairied.  restocking 
will  have  to  be  done  I  fear  in  a  very  insignificant 
way.  The  policy  to  adopt,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
reduce  the  limit  for  Thames  trout  to  IHin.,  and 
make  no  restrictions  as  to  bait  or  stvle  of  fishing 
which  are  not  made  for  other  Thames  fish.  I  firmly 
believe  if  this  were  done  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
funds  sufficient  to  stock  the  river  thoroughly  and 
keep  up  the  stoclc.  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  expected 
that  Thames  anglers  generally  will  subscribe  to 
provide  trout  fishing  for  a  few  enthusiasts.  With 
proper  restocking  annually — that  is,  on  a  sufficient 
scale — the  Thames  troutiiig  enthusiasts  would  find 
that  there  were  plenty  of  big  trout  to  fish  for :  now 
the  game  is  really  hardly  worth  the  candle.  I 
believe  that  it  was  Mr.  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field, 
who  first  made  the  suggestion  that  the  Thames 
trout  limit  in  size  should  be  reduced,  at  any  rate  in 
certain  trouting  parts  of  the  Thames,  to  r2in.  or 
13in. ;  that  would  be  a  great  advance,  but  I  am  a 
little  afraid  having  different  limits  in  different  parts 
of  the  Thames  would  not  work,  though  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Senior  thinks  it  would  is  a  great  point  in 
its  favour. — Ed.] 

RESTOCKING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT. 

Deat?  Sir, — Re  the  interesting  letter  on  the  above 
from  Mr.  Kingston  Barton,  there  is  on  the  T.A.P.S. 
water,  for  almost  every  weir,  a  loc  al  committee,  but 
the  rub  is  to  get  subscriptions  to  well  stock  the 
river.  The  apathy  sho-wn  by  so  many  of  those  who 
fish  and  use  this  grand  free  water  is  most  dis- 
heartening, and  I  would  ask  if  the  time  has  not 
arrived  to  tax  every  rod  a  sum  of  anything  up  to 
10s.  per  annum  for  restocking  purposes.  Last  year 
the  Weybridge  Trout  Restocking  Association  placed 
200  grand  trout  in  the  river,  some  measuring 
14in.,  none  less  than  l'2in.  long;  125  were  placed 
in  the  backwater,  almost  a  mile  stretch,  seventy- 
five  were  placed  in  the  open  river  at  Shepperton 
Point.  Now  to  consider  the  result,  and  if  a  mistake 
was  made  in  laying  them  down.  The  fish  at  Shep- 
perton Point  are  doing  well,  no  known  accidents 
happening  to  them,  but  in  the  Weir  backwater, 
where  the  professionals  almost  always  take  their 
clients,  where  on  fine  days  every  boat  and  punt  has 
a  rod  or  two  in  the  water,  with  four  or  five  more 
rods  on  the  Weir  Toridge,  the  trout  were  being 
constantly  hooked,  some  badly  enough  never  to 
rec;over.  I  ask,  had  these  latter  a  fair  chance  ?  No, 
put  them  in  the  open,  in  fast-running,  gravelly 
reaches  where  they  may  possibly  stay  and  grow,  or 
any  way  spread  about  more  and  be  in  less  danger 
of  being  hurt  or  destroyed  as  undersized  fish  than 
crowded  together  in  the  backwater  among  twenty 
to  thirty  rods,  each  with  a  worm  at  the  end. 

With  more  help,  generous  subscriptions,  thus 
eve'-y  year  more  and  more  trout  in  the  water,  the 
question  of  reducing  the  limit  size,  especially  for 
fly  fi.shers,  ought  to  be  fairly  discussed,  always 
remembering  the  Thames  is  not  a  small  trout 
stream. 

Let  me  add  that  your  correspondent,  without 
solicitation,  had  kindly  forwarded  me  a  cheque  for 
restocking :  may  many  others  follow  his  example 
before  the  end  of  March,  when  we  hope  to  place 
more  tr  out  in  the  Thariies. — Yours  truly, 
Fair  View,  G.  H.  Gordon, 

Weybridge.         Chair-man,  Weybridge  Thames 
Trout  Restocking  Association. 

CORRIB   AND  MASK  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Captain  Howard  Barnes'  interesting 
communication  on  Lough  Corrib  in  your  issue  of 
Feb.  4  contains  a  statement  which,  whilst  not  in  one 
sense  inaccurate,  may  be  very  misleading.  I  refer 
to  his  assertion  that  the  "  one  small  hotel  "  is  quite 
inadequate  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  disti-ict, 
as  "  there  is  practically  no  accommodation  for  the 
reception  of  visitors."  The  hotel  referred  to  is,  of 
course,  the  Moimt  Gable  Hotel  at  Clonbm-,  that 
being  the  only  one  in  the  district  that  serves  both 
loughs — Mask  and  CoiTib — and  if  Captain  Barnes' 
assertion  were  allowed  to  pass  without  comment  a 
serious  injustice  might  be  done  where  I  am  sure 
none  is  intended.    _Mount  Gable  Hotel  has  juat 


changed  proprietorship,  having  passed  into  the 
hands  of  an  English  gentleman  who  has  visited 
and  fislied  in  the  district  for  many  years,  and 
should  know  something  of  the  requirements  of 
anglers  and  tourists.  The  hotel  itself  contains  five 
public  rooms,  the  smallest  of  which  measures  18ft. 
by  r2ft.,  and  twelve  bedrooms,  with  sixteen  beds, 
for  visitors.  There  is  besides  a  house  under  the  same 
inanageiTient  just  across  the  road,  containing  four 
bedrooms  with  six  beds  ;  and  arrangements  are  in 
progress  for  acquiring  further  accommodation  for 
visitors  should  it  be  needed  during  the  busiest 
season.  Mount  Gable  Hotel  is  now  rmdergoing 
extensive  alterations  and  repairs  and  thorough 
overhaul,  and  eventually  anglers  will  fmd  there  all 
that  they  look  for.  I  myself  have  stayed  at  the  best 
known  trout  resorts  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  I 
have  not  yet  come  across  "  the  angler  who  requires 
luxuries."  Those  whom  I  have  met  seem  to  be  satis- 
fied with  a  clean  and  comfortable  inn,  which  out  of 
politeness  is  dignified  with  the  title  of  "  hotel," 
plain,  well-cooked  food  and  good  sport — not  for- 
getting the  whiskey.  The  Mask  and  Corrib  season 
this  year  promises  to  be  a  most  successful  one,  as 
there  were  never  more  trout  seen  in  the  spawning 
rivers,  and — thanks  to  the  watchers  and  the  valuable 
assistance  of  the  police — there  was  little  or  no 
poaching.  I  trust  that  anglers  will  not  be  deterred 
from  visiting  this  grand  country  by  any  fear  that 
their  creature  comforts  will  be  overlooked. — Yours 
truly,  Herbert  Allen. 

[The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating,  and  I 
hope  the  hotel  will  live  up  to  the  character  Mr. 
Allen  endows  it  with  in  advance.  Anyway,  I  have 
given  it  a  good  free  advertisement  in  the  interests 
of  our  readers  who  visit  Ireland. — -Ed.] 


THE  HOTEL  AT  CLONBUR. 
Dear  Sir, — Many  anglers  will,  I  feel  sure,  be 
glad  to  hear  that  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
CO.  Galway,  has  recently  changed  hands,  and  is  now 
under  the  personal  management  of  that  good 
sportsman,  Mr.  Godfrey  Allen.  The  hotel  is  imder- 
going  great  alterations  and  improvements  which 
will  be  conducive  to  the  general  comfort  of  -visitors. 
Situated  as  it  is  between  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib, 
and  the  only  hotel  centred  in  that  magnificent 
'fishing  district,  it  is  now  sure  to  be  well  patronised, 
and  anglers  and  others  will  find  their  wants  well 
attended  to  under  the  new  management.  The 
shooting  attached  to  the  hotel  is  I  hear  to  be  care- 
fully preserved.— Yours  truly. 

The  Oughterard  Green  Drake. 


SOME  NICE  THAJVIES  CHUB. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  had  another  successful  day 
amongst  the  chub  with  G.  Lumsden  on  the  Thames, 
I  enclose  a  snapshot  of  the  three  best  fish,  thinking 
perhaps  it  would  prove  of  some  interest  to  your 
readers.  The  largest  weighed  31b.  6oz.,  the  other 
two  3lb.  Some  idea  of  their  size  may  be  taken 
from  the  4in.  winch  used  in  their  capture  and 
shown. 

The  whole  take  scaled  261b.,  and  made  a  fine 
basket.  I  photographed  these  fish  the  morning 
after  their  capture,  and  being  then  stifl,  their 
graceful  curves  are  more  or  less  spoilt. 

As  before,  pith  was  the  bait  used,  and  these 
loggerheads  are  giving  grand  sport  just  now.  Not 
one  was  hooked  less  than  twenty  yards  from  the 
boat.— Yours  truly,  Ernest  J.  Orpin. 

[A  very  nice  take. — Ed.] 

DETACHABLE  MOTOR  FOR  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — -Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  cheap 
detachable  motor  to  apply  to  rowing  boats,  say 
20ft.  boats  ?  It  would  much  increase  one's  comfort 
in  sea  fishing,  and  would  be '  eagerly  bought  b> 
thousands  of  boatmen,  who,  I  find,  are  not  too  fonc 
of  work. — Yours  truly.      Salt  Water  Angler. 

[I  seem  to  remember  a  detachable  motor  for  boati 
as  being  exhibited  at  one  of  the  last  Yachting  am 
Fisheries  Exhibitions  held  at  the  Westminste 
Aquarium.  If  anyone  has  a  catalogue,  perhaps  the; 
will  Idndly  have  a  look.  Probably  at  the  Earl' 
Covirt  Na-val  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  we  shall  se 
some  device  of  the  kind. — Ed.] 

SUCCESS  WITH  THE  VIBRATION  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  your  readers  would  b 
interested  to  know  that  the  bag  of  twenty-fiv 
salmon  made  by  Mr.  Geen  were  all  killed  o 
spinning  tackle  with  a  Grant  ^'ibration  two-piee 
spinning  rod,  10ft.  l  |in.  long.  In  Ms  letter  to  u 
he  says  : — "  I  killed  twenty-five  large  salmon,  an 
the  little  rod  is  as  straight  as  on  the  starting.  "- 
Yours  truly,  C.  Playfair  and  Co. 

[Mr.  Geen  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  litt! 
rod.  He  says  it  almost  killed  the  salmon  off  ii 
o-wn  bat. — Eo.] 

{Several  letters  are  unamoiddbly  held  over.) 


March  4,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


130 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  tee  page  147.] 


Thb  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Heview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FlsmNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
sarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishinq  Gazette-  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 


be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10».  Od. 

Six  Months           ditto             ditto        . .  6».  4d. 

Three  Months  ditto  ditto  ..  2t.  8d. 
To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

iubscription.  Including  postage     . .        . .  12».  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 


Small  advertisements  5».  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane.  London. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSaM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  4,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Eden  Salmon  sold  in  Newcastle  in  First  Week 
of  February. 

Mr.  Fred.  M.  Gascoigne,  solicitor,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  -writes  to  me  as  follows  on  March  1 : — ■ 

"  Dear  Sir,— My  clients,  Messrs.  F.  H.  Phillips 
and  Co.,  of  this  city,  have  had  their  attention 
drawn  by  several  gentlemen  in  Newcastle,  who  are 
customers,  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  11,  page  88.  The  paragraph  complained  of 
reflects  seriously  on  my  clients,  and  is  open  to  two 
constructions  only,  namely,  that  my  clients  have 
been  selling  salmon  which  have  been  poached,  or 
they  have  been  representing  as  Eden  salmon  fish 
not  got  in  that  water.  Either  construction  is 
likely  to  cause  my  clients  serious  injury  to  their 
business. 

"  The  matter  would  have  been  taken  up  earlier 
had  the  writer  not  been  indisposed,  and  also  my 
clients  anticipated  that  you  would  ascertain  that 
your  statement  was  incorrect,  and  withdraw  same 
accordingly.  Such,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  case,  as  I  observe  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  25, 
page  119,  you  again  refer  to  the  matter,  and 
emphasise  your  former  remarks. 

"For  your  information  I  may  state  that  the 
salmon  mentioned  were  got  in  a  proper  manner 
and  at  a  legal  time,  and,  consequently,  I  am 
instructed  to  state  that  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
insert  an  unqualified  withdrawal  and  apology  in 
your  paper  and  two  local  and  two  trades  papers  to 
be  selected  by  my  clients,  and  pay  all  costs  in- 
curred, proceedings  will  be  instituted  against  you 
without  further  notice  or  delay.  This  oflier  is  made 
entirely  without  prejudice. — Yours  truly, 

"  Fred.  M.  Gascoigne." 

"Whist,"  in  a  Newcastle  paper,  dated  Feb.  3, 
stated  that  Eden  salmon  were  being  sold  in  New- 
castle. Being  then  under  the  erroneous  impression 
that  the  net  fishing  did  not  commence  on  the  Eden 
imtil  Feb.  10,  I  said  the  fish  must  have  been 
poached  if  they  came  from  the  Eden.  It  seems, 
however,  that  net  fishing  commences  from  Old 
Sandsfield  downwards  on  Feb.  10 ;  above  that  place 
the  nets  on  the  river  commence  on  Feb.  2,  so  it  is 
quite  possible  the  fish  sold  in  Newcastle  referred 
to  by  "Whist"  were  taken  on  Feb.  2.     I,  of 


course,  accept  the  statement  of  Messrs.  Phillips 
that  the  fish  they  sold  were  properly  taken,  and 
during  the  legal  time  for  nets,  and  I  regret  that 
my  remarks  should  have  caused  them  any  incon- 
venience. I  am  glad  to  find  that  I  was  mistaken, 
and  gladly  make  this  apology  to  Messrs.  Phillips. 

The  Bollin. 

I  had  a  walk  along  this  pretty  little  Cheshire 
trout  stream  the  other  day,  and  am  glad  to  hear 
the  fishing  is  improving  under  the  care  of  the 
Bollin  Angling  Association,  whose  annual  dinner  at 
Bowdon,  on  Feb.  28,  was  quite  a  success. 

Unreliability  of  Some  Wire  Traces. 

Rust  soon  ruins  a  single  blue  steel  wire  used  as  a 
trace.  I  tried  one  the  other  day  which  I  used  last 
November,  and  the  wire  broke  like  thread  at  every 
place  where  there  was  a  spot  of  rust — I  do  not 
mean  by  kinking,  but  merely  with  a  straight  pull. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  find  the  Hercules  "  twisted 
traces,  which  are  Varnished  or  japanned  in  some 
way,  are  very  good  indeed,  and  the  material  which 
Messrs.  Farlow  use  in  pike  "  pater "  and  snap 
tackle  which  they  have  made  for  me  also  answers 

admirably.   • 

The  "  Spey  "  Cast  at  Tournaments. 

Although  but  a  very  indifferent  performer,  I  have 
often  found  the  Spey  cast  exceedingly  useful  in 
salmon  fishing,  and  I  have  also  watched  those  who 
do  it  well  with  great  pleasure — it  is  a  perfectly 
fascinating  cast  in  my  opinion,  and  far  more  interest- 
ing than  any  other  used  in  salmon  fishing.  Con- 
sequently, I  have  always  regretted  that  we  have  not 
been  able  to  have  it,  except  at  one  or  two  of  our 
fly  casting  tournaments,  as  all  but  one  or  two  have 
been  held  on  lakes.  Personally,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Spey  cast,  as  used  on  the  Spey,  in  which  the  fly 
is  brought  back  almost  to  the  angler's  feet,  can  be 
done  at  all  satisfactorily  on  quite  dead  water,  other 
anglers  say,  "Nonsense,  there  is  no  difiiculty  about 
it  whatever."  I  think  a  modification  of  the  Spey 
could  be  done  fairly  well.  But  the  object  of  this 
note  is  to  ask  some  of  our  friends,  who  are  adepts 
at  the  Spey  cast,  what  artificial  conditions,  as 
regards  obstructions,  would  best  bring  out  the 
angler's  skill.  How  high  should  the  obstruction 
behind  the  angler  be,  how  wide,  and  at  what  distance 
from  him.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  want  to  repre- 
sent conditions  under  which  the  ordinary  over- 
head cast  is  impossible,  and  at  the  same  time 
we  do  not  want  to  cramp  the  Spey  cast  so 
much  that  even  a  first-rate  hand  cannot  do  it  well. 
The  difiiculty,  of  course,  is  not  about  the  obstruction 
behind  the  rod,  but  the  obstruction  behind  the  line. 
At  one  moment  of  the  Spey  cast,  when  the  fly  just 
touches  the  water  at  the  side  of  the  angler,  the 
whole  of  whatever  line  he  has  out  is  behind  the 
angler  like  the  letter  D,  the  angler  and  rod  forming 
the  down  stroke,  and  the  belly  of  the  line  the  rest 
of  the  letter.  In  actual  fishing  there  may  be  trees, 
bushes,  rocks,  or  weeds  and  long  grass,  any  of 
which  might  hang  up  the  line  ;  and  the  question  is 
how  to  imitate  such  obstructions,  and  where  to 
place  them  so  that  a  foul  can  be  recorded  in  case 
of  touching  them.  It  would,  of  course,  be  the  same 
for  all  if  there  were  only  imaginary  obstructions 
behind  the  angler,  and  all  the  judges  had  to  do  was 
to  see  that  he  made  the  cast  fairly.  I  fear  the 
difficulty  of  making  artificial  obstructions  on  a  bit 
of  dead  water  will  be  considerable. 

Mr.  Alexander  Grant's  Cast. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  heard  from 
Mr.  Alexander  Grant,  of  "Vibration'!  rod  fame, 
who  made  the  full  fifty-yard  cast,  using  his  own 
modification  of  the  Spey  cast,  at  the  tournament  at 
Kingston  some  years  ago.  I  asked  him  if  he  could 
do  it  well  on  dead  water,  and  to  suggest  the  kind 
of  obstructions  behind  the  angler  and  their  dis- 
tance from  him.    In  his  reply  Mr.  Grant  says  : — 

"My  cast  is  applicable  on  dead  water  as  on 
running  water.  Before  I  can  correctly  state  the 
distance  behind  for  an  obstacle,  I  wiU  require  to 
have  a  practical  test,  when  I  will  give  you  exact 
measurements  and  kind  of  obstructions  I  would 
suggest." 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Grant,  and  glad  to  see 
that  dead  water  does  not  interfere  with  his  par- 
ticular modification  of  the  Spey  cast.  It  is  clear 
that  we  could  have  competitions  in  switch  and 
modified  Spey  cast  at  Earl's  Court.  I  very  sincerely 
hope  Mr.  Grant  may  be  able  to  be  present  himself 
and  cast. 


Death  of  Dr.  Prime,  author  of  "  I  go  a-Fishing." 

I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death,  in  New  York 
on  Monday,  Feb.  13,  of  Dr.  William  Cowpcr  Prime, 
author  of  that  delightful  work,  "I  go  a-Fishing." 
Dr.  Prime,  who  had  been  vice-president  and  trustee 
of  the  N.Y.  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  for  over 
twenty  years,  was  bom  at  Cambridge,  N.Y.,  in  182.5. 
He  was  a  well-known  art  collector,  and  owned, 
perhaps,  the  finest  collection  of  wood  engravings  in 
the  world.  Ho  was  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  a 
charming  writer,  perhaps  a  bit  dogmatic.  I  remember 
having  to  correct  in  the  American  papers  an  asser- 
tion he  had  made  that  dry-Ay  fishing  was  an  im- 
possibility, that  directly  you  put  a  fly  on  the  water 
it  was  wet,  which,  of  course,  is  not  the  fact  if  it  has 
been  paraffined.  I  have  often  seen  my  "  G.O.M.". 
May  Ply,  as  originally  made  by  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith, 
go  under  water  on  a  rough  wet  day  and  then  come 
up  and  float  like  a  natural  fly. 


Salmon  Fishing  off  the  Mouth  of  the  Campbell 
River,  Vancouver  Island. 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  remember 
the  picture  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Cunliffe's  56lb. 
salmon  and  his  interesting  account  of  spinning  for 
salmon  off  the  mouth  of  the  Campbell  river,  Van- 
couver Island,  B.C.,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  24,  1903.  In  the  Field  of  Feb.  11 
there  is  a  long  account  by  Brigade-Surgeon  Lindsay 
Dickson  of  some  wonderful  sport  he  had  in  the  same 
place  in  August,  1903 ;  between  the  2nd  and  27th 
of  that  month,  he  killed  ninety-two  salmon,  weighing 
36651b.,  or  an  average  of  close  on  401b.  Dr.  Dickson 
was  fishing  at  the  same  time  as  Colonel  CunlLffe, 
who  refers  to  him  in  his  Fishing  Gazette  article  as 
taking  a  59lb.  fish.  Dr.  Dickson's  account  should 
be  read  by  all  who  think  of  going  to  British  Columbia. 
As  regards  outfit,  he  recommends  a  16ft.  salmon-rod 
with  the  top  reduced  to  14ft.,  as  you  want  a  very 
powerful  rod,  good  strong  reels  holding  two  hundred 
yards  of  line,  boat-shaped  leads  of  8oz.  and  lOoz., 
and  plenty  of  strong  traces  and  spoons  three  and  a 
half  to  four  inches  long  and  one  and  a  half  to  one  and 
three-quarter  inches  in  width.  Also  special  gaff, 
twice  the  size  and  twice  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  gaff. 

But  those  who  want  to  catch  these  grand  "  Tyee  " 
salmon  had  better  go  soon,  as  Dr.  Dickson,  I  regret 
to  see,  says  :  "  Fishing  here  will  soon  be  a  thing  of 
the  past,  as  a  cannery  is  said  to  be  going  up,  and  in 
that  case  the  seine  nets  will  ruin  the  rod  fishing  in 
a  very  short  time."  I  believe  these  Tyee  salmon 
have  been  caught  over  lOOlb.  in  weight.  They 
take  the  bait  in  salt  water  greedily,  but  in  fresh 
water  are  rarely  ever  to  be  caught  except  in  the 
nets. 

A  Capital  Light  Fishing  Creel. 

Messrs.  Wyers  Freres  have  sent  me  a  new  wicker 
fishing  creel  which  they  call  "The  Featherweight." 
It  is  a  well-shaped  affak,  too  light  to  be  used  as  a 
seat  by  anyone  who  is  not  a  featherweight,  and 
personally  I  think  a  basket  one  can  use  as  a  seat 
when  lunching  or  sheltering  from  a  storm,  or  wait- 
ing for  a  rising  fish,  is  indispensable,  and  saves  the 
risk  of  sitting  on  grass,  stone,  or  wood,  which  may 
be  damp.  But  those  who  do  not  want  a  seat 
basket  will  find  this  light  creel  first-rate. 

American  Viev7S  on  Casting  Reels. 

Curiously  enough  our  American  friends  bar  all 
automatic  checks  on  reels  in  their  bait  casting  com- 
petitions, their  reels  to  pass  the  judges  must  be 
perfectly  free  running,  like  our  Nottingham  reel 
without  a  check,  and  the  only  check  allowed  is 
with  the  thumb  pressed  against  the  barrel  of  the 
reel. 

I  asked  young  ]\Ir.  Mills,  who  was  over  here  last 
summer  and  cast  at  our  Tournament  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  why  they  did  not  use  some  automatic 
check,  such  as  used  in  this  country.  His  reply 
amused  and  a  bit  amazed  me.  He  said :  "  We 
Americans  are  a  proud  nation,  and  we  like  the 
difficulty,  and  prefer  to  overcome  it  in  the  most 
difi&cult  way — a  way  which  calls  out  the  most  skill 
on  the  part  of  the  angler,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
If  he  had  said  we  wish  to  give  the  poor  fish  every 
possible  chance  I  could  understand  it,  only  in  that 
case  all  other  modem  appliances,  fine  rods,  fine 
tackle,  killing  baits,  etc.,  ought  to  be  set  aside  also. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  more  perfect  we  can  get 
the  tackle  we  use  the  more  pleasure  and  comfort 
we  shall  get  out  of  it. 
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A  Note  about  "  Gishurstine." 

I  happened  to  mention  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Qub 
recently  how  I  had  by  accident  found  out  that  "  Gis- 
hurstine "  is  a  capital  thing  for  lubricating  one's  reel 
line,  when  a  member  who  was  present  hazarded  the 
opinion  that  it  would  "  spoil  the  dressing."  I  have 
had  lines  treated  with  it  now  for  over  twelve  months, 
and  I  can  trace  no  bad  effect  on  the  dressing  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  preserves  it  from  the  effect  of  damp 
and  friction.  To  make  sure  I  wrote  to  the  Price's 
Patent  Candle  Cbmpany,  and  give  their  reply,  which 
will  be  useful  to  others.  "  Gishurstine  "  is  a  clean, 
transparent,  odourless  dressing,  and  makes  a  dressed 
line  float  finely  ;  also  an  undressed  line  jor  a  lime. 

"  Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  your  esteemed  communi- 
cation of  Feb.  13,  we  do  not  think  that '  Gishurstine ' 
can  have  any  effect  on  linseed  oil  di-essing.  It 
contains  no  acids,  and  can  be  used  as  a  lubricant 
without  the  slightest  injurious  effect.  It  will  also  be 
found  to  be  beneficial  as  a  dressing  to  new  leather 
straps.  We  might  add  that  '  Gishurstine  '  is  in  itself 
a  waterproof  dressing.  If  any  difficulty  is  met  with 
in  obtaining  '  Gishurstine,'  we  are  always  pleased  to 
furnish  names  of  the  nearest  dealer  to  applicants.— 
Yours  truly, 

"  Price's  Patent  Canble  Co.,  Ltd. 
I    "  Belmont  Works, 
[_  Battersea,  London." 

Messrs.  Wyers  Freres'  Alligator  Natural  Bait 
Spinner. 

Messrs.  Wyers  Freres  have  brought  out  some 
really  excellent  natural  bait  spinners.  I  used  one 
for  the  first  time  on  Friday  last,  and  found  that  it 
spins  a  5in.  dace  to  perfection  and  holds  it  on  so 
firmly  that  one  bait  lasted  all  day,  and  to  get  it  off 
I  had  to  cut  it.  True,  I  never  had  a  run  the  whole 
time,  but  I  made  some  hundreds  of  casts  from  the 
Nottingham  reel,  and  it  was  almost  intact  when  it 
was  time  to  give  up  fishing.  Three  prongs  go 
right  through  the  body  of  the  bait,  passing  inside 
it  through  three  holes  in  the  blade  which  you  push 
down  through  the  fish.  The  side  hooks  are  held . 
close  to  the  bait  by  barbed  spikes ;  the  fans  are 
much  larger  than  in  the  "Chapman"  or  other 
similar  spinners — -they  are  silvered  or  gilt,  and  show 
up  well  as  the  bait  revolves.  For  spinning  in  deep 
water,  or  water  slightly  coloured,  these  spinners 
can  be  strongly  recommended.  We  still  want 
something  more  effective  than  a  barbed  spike  to 
hold  the  side  hooks  firmly  to  the  bait,  as  they 
work  out  after  a  time  and  occasionally  get  caught 
round  the  head  of  the  bait,  especially  in  casting 
against  a  wind.  I  think  that  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  have  a  loop  of  gimp  between  the  side 
flights  and  pass  the  bait  through  it  as  you  push  it 
on  to  the  spear  or  blade  up  to  the  head  of  the 
I  spinner.  A  small  rubber  band  would  do,  only  it 
would  require  rene^'ing  now  and  then. 

Fishing  in  the  Fence  Months. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  notice  your  editorial  note  to  the 
•  Proposed  Angling  Competition  near  Paris '  letter 
on  page  119  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  25. 
The  enclosed  advertisement,  cut  from  the  same 
paper,  reminds  one  of  an  old  proverb:  'People 
who  live  in  glasshouses  should  not  throw  stones.' 
Is  the  advertisement  approved  by  the  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

"Constant  Reader." 

It  is  a  little  unreasonable  of  "  Constant 
Reader"  to  expect  me  to  be  responsible  for  all  the 
advertisements  which  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  had  not  seen  the  advertisement  he  refers  to — 
namely,  that  of  Mr.  Vickery,  of  the  Torcross  Hotel, 
who  I  see  advertises  "fishing  for  pike,  perch,  and 
rudd  all  the  year  round,  no  close  season."  I  should 
imagine  that  an  advertisement  like  that  would  do 
Mr.  Vickery  more  harm  than  good,  as  no  sportsman 
fishes  for  fish  in  their  spawning  season.  I  hope 
Mr.  Vickery  will  see  the  unsportsmanlike  and  bad 
example  he  is  giving. 


Rainbows  give  "Terrible"  Satisfaction. 

In  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  how  the  five 
hundred  rainbows  I  gave  the  Carisbrooke  Trout 
Fishing  Club  in  1902  were  progressing  (the  fish, 
yearlings  from  the  Itchen  Trout  Breeding  Establish- 
ment, were  put  in  in  November,  1902),  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham  writes :  — 

"Yes.  up  to  the  present,  your  rainbows  give 
•  terrible '  satisfaction ;  you  never  hear  the  poor 


brown  trout  spoken  of.  I  had  two  of  the  Mr. 
Mews  up  to-day  to  see  my  rainbow  eggs  hatching 
out.  I  took  about  8000  eggs  from  your  fish  this 
season.  Not  much  trouble  to  get  from  3lb.  fish — 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  took  the  lot  one  day.  Our 
rainbows  have  finished  spawning  here,  and  yet  in 
another  pond  five  miles  from  here  they  have  not 
commenced  to  run  up.  I  find  the  water  is  5deg. 
colder  there.  All  the  gentlemen  in  the  island  who 
had  any  water  on  their  pla  e  wanted  to  put 
rainbow i  in." 

I  think  it  is  becoming  pretty  well  established 
that  where  rainbows  are  strong,  healthy  fish  to 
begin  with — that  is,  from  breeders  who  take  eggs 
from  almost  wild  fish,  not  fed  on  horseflesh,  and 
where  they  get  plenty  of  food  and  cannot  escape — 
they  are  first-rate  fish  for  sport  and  growth. 


America  Sends  Millions  of  Fish  Eggs  to  the 
Antipodes. 

The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  will  be  partly  appreciated  by 
the  following  statements :  Commissioner  G.  M. 
Bowers,  in  his  report  for  the  fiscal  year  just  past, 
congratulates  the  bureau  on  the  success  attending 
a  shipment  of  fish  eggs  to  Argentina,  where  the 
artificial  culture  of  fish  has  just  begun.  The  eggs 
consisted  of  20,000  of  the  steelhead  trout,  100,000 
of  the  brook  trout,  50,000  of  the  lake  trout,  1,000,000 
of  the  whitefish,  and  50,000  of  the  land-locked 
salmon.  An  employe  of  the  bureau  took  charge 
of  them  in  transit,  the  trip  occupying  forty-six  days. 
The  eggs  were  hatched  with  a  loss  of  less  than  10  per 
cent.  They  were  transported  a  greater  distance 
than  any  others  had  been  in  the  history  of  fish 
culture.  They  crossed  the  line  and  were  carried 
three  hundred  miles  in  wagons  over  the  "  hot  sands 
of  the  territory  of  Neuquen,"  to  be  hatched  at  the 
season  of  the  year  just  opposite  to  that  in  which 
they  would  naturally  have  been  hatched  in  their 
home  waters.  To  New  Zealand  went  1,000,000 
whitefish  eggs  and  300,000  eggs  of  the  Quinnat 
salmon.  The  whitefish  eggs  travelled  2600  miles 
by  rail  and  6600  miles  by  water.  The  salmon  eggs 
had  a  rail  trip  of  only  250  miles.  All  of  the  eggs 
were  transshipped  eighteen  times  in  wagons,  railway 
cars  and  ships  before  reaching  their  destination. 
When  they  were  delivered  at  Auckland  to  the  New 
Zealand  inspector  of  fisheries  there  had  been  a  loss  of 
less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  among  the  salmon 
eggs  and  of  about  10  per  cent,  in  the  whitefish  eggs. 
The  eggs  were  shipped  from  Auckland  to  Wellington 
in  a  steamer  that  had  no  cold  storage  facilities. 
The  high  temperature  caused  a  further  loss  of  10 
per  cent,  of  the  whitefish  eggs  and  a  fraction  of  1 
per  cent,  of  the  salmon  eggs.  The  bulk  of  the  con- 
signment reached  the  streams  and  ponds  of  New 
Zealand  in  good  order,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that 
the  diet  of  the  New  Zealanders  will  be  Americanised, 
in  part,  at  least.  England,  Wales,  France  and 
Japan  received  fish  eggs  of  various  kinds  during  the 
year. 

Attempts  at  Salmon  Culture  in  British  Columbia 
and  Elsewhere. 

Wliat  fine  fellows  those  American  Consuls  are, 
thoy  are  always  on  the  look-out  for  information 
which  will  be  useful  to  their  own  people.  If  our 
Consuls  do  it,  it  is  more  than  likely  the  information 
sent  is  pigeon-holed  and  the  Consul  politely  snubbed. 
Here  is  what  the  American  Consul  at  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  writes  : — 

"  The  sockeye  season  on  the  Eraser  River  has 
been  the  most  disappointing  ever  experienced  ;  only 
about  80,000  cases  (481b.  each)  have  been  put  up 
in  the  twenty-three  canneries  operated.  Over- 
fishing and  the  absence  of  wise  practices  in  respect 
to  propagation  are  assigned  as  the  reasons,  and  it  is 
certain  that  unless  prompt  and  energetic  measures 
are  adopted  the  industry  is  doomed.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  a  conference 
between  the  Puget  Sound  and  the  Eraser  River 
canners  has  been  held  in  Vancouvei',  which,  it  is 
earnestly  hoped,  with  the  assistance  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  State  of  Washington  and  of  the  United 
States,  will  result  in  joint  and  energetic  action  being 
taken  on  both  sides  of  the  border  to  avoid  so  great 
a  calamity. 

"  At  present  there  are  hatcheries  in  this  Province 
as  follows :  Operated  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment— Bon  Accord,  New  Westminster,  capacity 
10,000,000  fry  ;  Harrison  Lake  (building),  capacity 
25,000,000  fry  ;  Salmon  Arm,  capacity  20,000,000 


fry  ;  Lakelso,  capacity  10,000,000  fry.  Operated 
by  the  Provincial  Government — Seaton  Lake, 
capacity  20,000,000  fry.  Operated  by  the  British 
Columbia  Packers'  Association — Alert  Bay,  capacity 
5,000,000  fry.  Three  more  hatcheries,  with  a 
capacity  for  handling  25,000,000  fry  each,  have  been 
ordered  to  be  constructed,  one  on  the  Skeena,  one 
on  Rivers  Inlet,  and  one  on  the  Eraser  River. 
These  will  probably  be  installed  early  in  1905,  and 
will  be  available  for  the  collection  of  spawn  in  the 
fall  of  that  year.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  provision 
ha>s  already  been  made  for  handling  90,000,000 
spawn,  and  that  facilities  for  handling  75,000,000 
more  are  being  provided  ;  consequently  it  only 
needs  the  adoption  of  reasonable  and  sensible 
methods  for  permitting  fish  to  reach  the  spawning 
grounds  to  perpetuate  the  supply." 

Salmon  Culture  Seems  to  be  a  Complete 
Failure. 

It  really  looks  as  if  the  time  is  fast  approaching 
when  the  Government  will  be  compelled  to  appoint 
a  commission  of  experts  to  make  the  officials 
interested  in  this  wholesale  annual  robbery  of 
nature  show  conclusive  proof  that  of  the  millions 
of  eggs  they  take  from  the  parent  fish  even  one 
per  million  ever  comes  back  as  a  grilse  or  salmon. 
It  is  not  a  large  proportion  to  ask  for,  but  until 
they  can  show  even  that,  it  is  a  national  sin  to 
allow  this  annual  expenditui-e  of  salmon  eggs.  Since 
writing  this,  I  thought  I  would  ask  Sir  Herbert  Max- 
well, whose  writings  and  arguments  first  opened  my 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  results  of  salmon  culture 
are — well,  that  there  are  none — I  thought  I  would 
ask  Sir  Herbert  if  his  views  have  changed  at  all, 
and  in  rejjly  he,  I  regret  to  say,  says  : — 
Views  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 

"  I  have  no  reason  to  change  the  view  to  which 
I  was  reluctantly  driven  some  five  years  ago  that 
hatchery  operations,  as  conducted  in  this  country, 
are,  at  best,  ineffective,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  result  to  coimterbalance  the  mischief  of  disturbing 
salmon  during  the  most  critical  period  of  their  exis- 
tence. It  seems  cruel  to  go  on  harrying  the  spawning 
fish,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  an  appreciable 
percentage  of  the  fry  hatched  in  boxes  reach 
maturity.  If  we  could  once  ascertain  that,  or  even 
infer  it  from  an  increase  in  the  salmon  population 
of  any  one  river,  then,  of  course,  the  advantage 
would  be  clear  of  an  operation  which  ensured  the 
fertilisation  and  hatching  of  95  per  cent,  of  ova. 
It  is  a  simple  matter  to  bring  young  salmon  to  the 
larval  and  fry  stages  ;  but  to  turn  them  into  a  river 
at  that  age  is  simply  to  expose  them  suddenly  to 
the  numerous  creatures  of  prey  that  lie  in  wait  for 
them.  At  one  time  I  entertained  strong  hopes  that 
artificial  rearing  might  enable  us  to  mitigate  the 
effects  of  over-fishing  ;  but  some  years'  study  of 
the  natural  operation  of  spawning,  observation  of 
the  behaviour  of  fry,  parr,  and  smolts,  and  witnessing 
the  enormous  numbers  hatched  annually  without 
human  handling,  have  convinced  me  of  the  exceed- 
ingly small  relative  effect  produced  by  hatcheries. 
Far  better  spend  the  money  in  watching  the  spawners 
on  the  beds,  and  watching  the  watchers." 

Angling  Preservation  In  Excelsis. 
A  friend  writes  to  me  that  he  has  just  passed  a 
small  round  pond  on  Tunbridge  Wells  Common, 
about  fifteen  yards  in  diameter  in  the  widest  part, 
and,  so  far  as  appearances  go,  a  foot  or  so  deep  in 
the  middle,  which  enjoys  the  following  displayed 
on  a  notice-board  supported  by  an  imposing  sign- 
post : — 

"  Notice. 

"  Any  person  angling  or  otherwise  fishing 
in  this  water,  or  taking  or  carrying  away 
any  fish  therefrom,  will  be  prosecuted." 
What  does  it  contain  ?    My  friend  has  serious 
thoughts  of  "  prospecting  "  the  forbidden  paradise 
the  first  fine  morning  at  cock-crow.    "How  sad 
and  mad  and  bad  "  the  world  is,  to  be  sure  ! 

His  note  reminds  me  of  a  good  yarn  I  saw 
recently  in  an  American  paper  : — 
"A  Deep  Plot. 
"Si  Whitcomb  (reading  sign):  'Anglers  tres- 
passin'  on  this  land  will  be  prosecuted  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  law.'  What's  that  for?  Farmer 
Kute :  Thet's  to  make  'bout  fifty  dollars  a  season 
fur  me.  Si  Whitcomb  :  Shucks  !  There  ain't  any 
fish  in  your  water.  Farmer  Kute :  I  know,  but 
the  city  anglers'll  think  there  is,  an'  when  I  ketch 
'em  trespassin'  I'll  make  'em  pay  me  tew  let  'em  off.!' 

R.  B.  Maeston. 
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{Continued  from  page  57.)  ' 

After  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  I  sxicceeded 
in  finding  that  Mr.  B.  H.  Baillie,  J.P.  and  D.L., 
of  Jedburgh,  had  two  2}aintings.  Mr.  Baillie  very 
hindly  gave  me  permission  to  have  blocks  made, 
and  I  feel  sure  from  all  I  have  heard-  that  fly 
fishers  will  be  very  glad  to  have  the  portrait  of 
such  a  keen  angler  and  fly  fisher.  By  the  way. 
Admiral  H.  St,  John  informs  me  that  as  his 
father,  Mr.  C.  W.  G.  St.  John,  the  author  of 
"  Wild  Sports  of  the  Highlands,"  was  living  in^ 


season  than  this  time  last  year.  The  quantities  of 
young  fish  enormous,  too  many."i 

Next  day  Lord  G.  caught  twenty-eight  brace  of 
small  fish,  keeping  only  five  brace.  "  Bitterly  cold 
day  with  a  biting  wind  in  my  teeth." 

On  April  14,  fishing  with  Red  Spinner,  March 
Brown,  and  Yellow  Dun,  Lord  G.  caught  between 
3  and  6.30  p.m.  twenty-tliree  brace,  "better 
seasoned  and  heavier  than  yesterday;  they  were 
as  red  as  salmon,  and  very  firm  and  flaky.  Wood 
got  two  rises,  and  never  hooked  a  fish.  Bad 
encouragement  to  a  beginner."  Very  cold  and 
high  wind. 

Next  day  Lord  G.  caught  nineteen  and  a  half 
brace,  and  Wood  "two  little  ones." 

Saturday,  April  23,  was  warm,  calm,  and  sultry. 
Thermometer,  72  at  noon.  Not  a  fish  worth 
catching  would  rise. 


Lord  Glentwoeth. 

(From  a  painting  in  possession  of  E.  H.  Baillie,  Esq.,  J.P.  of  Jedbnrgh.) 


Scotland  in  1841-2,  he  thinks  the  St.  John 
mentioned  in  Lord.  Glentworth's  "Diary"  was 
George  St.  John,  tvho  was  a  keen  fisherman,  and 
lived  in  the  South  of  England.  The  Avon  was  a 
favourite  river  of  his.  He  wa^  half-brother  to 
C.  W.  G.  St.  John.  It  might  also  have  been  the 
Hon.  Ferdinand  St.  John  who  in  1853  published  a 
work  entitled,  ''Rambles  in  Germany,  France, 
Italy,  and  Russia  in  Search  of  Sport:' — R.  B.  M. 

The  first  entry  in  Lord  Glentworth's  Fishing 
Diary  in  1842  is  as  follows  :  — 

Longparish,  Tuesday,  April  12,  1842.— "Wind, 
east,  cold  and  very  windy  ;  water  high  and  clear. 
Flies  used:  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  Red 
Palmer.  Barometer,  29-410;  thermometer,  56. 
Trout  killed,  eight,  weight  4ilb.  Mem.— Came 
down  from  town  yesterday  with  R  Wood.  Found 
we  were  unexpected.  Fished  for  two  or  three 
hours  this  afternoon,  caught  eight  trout.  Found 
the  fish  rose  well,  considering  the  cold  and  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  and  that  they  were  in  better 


Monday,  April  25,  1842. — Wind,  south,  after- 
wards N.W.  ;  very  sultry ;  water  high  and  clear. 
Flies:  March  Brown,  Sand  Fly,  and  Blue  Dun. 
Barometer,  29300;  thermometer,  67.  "About 
three  a  violent  thunderstorm  commenced  —  the 
most  sharp  lightning  I  ever  remember.  The 
trout  rose  tolerably  well  notwithstanding,  and  I 
killed  eleven  fair  fish,  Eaton  two.  He  left  me  to 
go  up  by  railroad  at  7  p.m.  I  walked  to  Whit- 
church and  was  swamped  by  the  waters.  They 
were  over  the  whole  country." 

LoKD  G.  Hates  the  Cowdtjhg  Flys 

Tuesday,  April  26, 1842.— Lord  G.-  says  :  "  When 
the  fish  did  rise,  they  rose  short."  Wind  east,  in 
strong  gusts,  fine  and  warm.    Thermometer,  66. 

"  The  Cowdung  Fly  was  strong  upon  the  water, 
but  I  hate  it.  Where  it  rises  one  fish  the  Blue 
Dun  and  March  Brown  will  rise  a  dozen.  I  shall 
never  use  it  here.  The  flies  used  were  March 
Brown,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  Downhill  Fly."- 
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"Rascally  Weather."- 

"  Wednesday,  Thursdayi  and  Friday  {April  27) 
28,  and  29,  1842)  may  be  all  summed  up  together 
as  the  most  rascally  weather,  for  a  fisherman,  the 
most  wretched  sport,  the  most  unfortunate  to  me 
(as  being  only  down  here  for  a  few  days)  that  can 
possibly  be  conceived.  Wednesday  was  bad, 
Thursday  worse,  and  Friday  '  worser,'  as  the  show- 
man said  at  the  fair.  Indeed,  I  never  had  so  bad 
a  week's  sport  in  any  April  I  can  remember.  On 
Friday,  many  very  good  fish  rose  to  my  flies 
(March  Brown,  Downhill,  and  Captain  Philipps's 
fly) ;  some  very  large  ones,  but  all  short,  and  no 
sooner  pricked  than  off.  In  fact,  I  anticipate  rain; 
the  trout  are  like  porpoises — heads  down  and  tails 
up  every  minute — and  when  this  is  the  case,  it 
portends  a  change  of  weather,  and  no  fish  will  rise 
well." 

The  above  is  an  amusing  entry,  especially  Lord 
G.'s  idea  that  shrimping  fi.sh  portcmd  rain.  The 
weather  on  the  days  in  question  appears  to  have 
been:  On  the  first  two  days  the  wind  was  S.W. 
and  S.,  on  the  Friday  it  was  "S.  East  and  damn- 
able" (his  lordship  must  have  been  in  a  fume,  for 
it  is  very  rarely  that  his  diary  exhibits  any  temper); 

The  next  entry  is  Longparish,  above  Bridge. 
Monday,  May  9,  1842,  wind  north-west ;  bright 
sun;  water  low  and  weedy.  Flies  used:  Yellow 
Dun,  March  Brown,  and  Iron  Blue.  Barometer, 
29  360;  thermometer,  57.  "Caldwell  and  I  came 
down  from  town  and  fished  in  the  evening.  I 
caught  sixteen  fish  and  he  three.  Never  saw  a 
worfe  day  for  fishing  (Lord  G.  had  a  short  memory 
for  bad  days),  and  the  fish  rose  very  short,  when 
they  did  rise.  I  had  four  men  cutting  weeds  below 
us  all  day." 

"Never  Saw  Anything  Like  the  Number  of 
Fish  Here.'' 
Tuesday,  May  10,  1842. — "I  never  saw  anything 
like  the  number  of  fish  here.  Caught  fifty-two." 
Flies:  Yellow  Dun,  Little  Yellow  May  Dun,  and 
Sky  Blue.    Weather,  fine,  bright ;  little  wind; 

"A  Capital  Day's  Sport." 

Wednesday,  May  11,  1842. — Longparish,  above 
Upper  Island,  and  at  Longbridge.  Wind,  south 
and  south-east ;  fine  and  bright,  then  rain ;  much 
wind  in  forenoon ;  water  clear  and  low.  Flics 
used:  Yellow  Dun,  Little  Yellow  May  Dun,  and 
Sky  Blue.  Barometer  at  noon,  29-280 ;  thermometer 
at  noon,  57.  "  This  was  a  capital  day's  sport.  We 
commenced  f  shing  at  twelve,  and  left  off  at  2.15  for 
lunch.  There  was  a  strong  breeze  for  some  time, 
then  it  begun  to  d !e  away  at  a  little  before  two. 
Caldwell  caught  thirteen  fish  in  this  time,  I  caught 
twenty-nine.  After  lunch  we  began  again,  but  the 
wind  had  fallen,  weeds  were  coming  down,  arid  the 
fish  would  not  move.  However,  about  six  o'clock 
a  smart  shower  began,  and  continued  at  intervals 
for  two  hours,  and  the  fish  rose  beautifully.  We 
only  fished  from  Longbridge  to  the  rails  below,  and 
Caldwell  caught  twenty-one  fish,  making  thirty-four 
in  the  day;  I  caught  thirty-eight,  making  sixty- 
seven  in  the  day ;  grand  total,  101.  We  killed  of 
those  caught  seventeen  brace  and  one  eel  and  two 
dace"  (Lord  G.  gives  the  weight  of  the  seventeen 
fish  he  kept  as  12|lb.). 

The  next  few  entries  refer  to  weed  cutting  and 
netting  chiefly ;  one  trout  they  got  in  the  shoe-net 
"  was  21b.  2oz.,  15|in.  long,  and  8^in.  across  the 
shoulders." 

There  is  no  entry  between  May  74  and  June  13, 
so  Lord  G.  must  have  been  compelled  to  miss  the 
best  of  his  May  Fly  fishing,  and  he  did  not  live  to 
fish  another. 

Monday,  June  13,  1842. — "  I  arrived  from  town 
yesterday,  and  this  day  Sir  George  Palmer  and 
Barnard  came."  Bad  weather  and  poor  sport; 
Flies:  Yellow  Dun,  Grey  and  Green  Drake.  All 
the  week  the  same  report — poor  sport ;  except  on 
Friday,  when  Lord  G.  took  ten  and  a  half  brace, 
weighing  19Ub.,  between  6  p.m.  and  dark.  Flies 
used :  Kingdom,  Sand  Fly,  and  Orange  Dun; 

Monday,  June  20,  1842. — This  record  of  best 
day's  sport  Lord  G.  ever  had  was  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  7.  He  killed  forty  brace  to 
his  own  rod.  Mr.  Eaton,  who  was  fishing  with 
Lord  G.,  was  forced  to  leave  for  town  after  dinner, 
having  caught  thirty-one  trout.  One  wonders  who 
Eaton  and  Barnard  were; 

"114  Fish  in  the  Day," 

Wednesday,  June  22, 1842. — "  Bowyer  and  I  began 
at  one  and  fished  till  four.    I  caught  fifteen  brace, 
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and  he  and  Captain  Hawker,  who  joined  us,  four- 
teen and  a  half  brace,  on  Dance's  Mil  Pool.  After 
dinner  we  went  down  to  Baillie's  Mill,  and  for  half 
an  hour  the  fish  rose  very  well;  We  left  off  at 
10  p.m.,  having  caught  114  fish  in  the  day,  some 
very  good  ones"  (Lord  G.  records  only  as  killed 
thirty- four  trout,  22Jlb.).-  Flies  used  were:  Blue 
Dun,  YeUow  Dun,  Philipp's  Fly,  Eed  Palmer, 
Coachman,  Kingdom  Fly,  and  Orange  Dun. 

With  such  a  keen  fisherman  as  Lord  Glentworth 
the  little  dinners  he  mentions  must  have  been  very 
jolly  affairs,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  "dry-fly  fish- 
ing "  was  practically  unknown. 

On  Friday,  June  24,  1842,  Lord  G.  and  Mr. 
Bowyer  had  good  sport.  He  says :  "  We  killed, 
several  very  fine  fish,  and  if  to-morrow  equals  to- 
day it  will  be  the  best  week  I  ever  remember." 

R.  B.  Makston 

{To  he  continued.) 


CONCERNING   FLOATS.— XIII. 


{Continued  from  page  126.) 

Messrs.  George  Wood  &  Co.,  of  117,  Pinstone- 
street,  Sheffield,  fishing  tackle  dealers  and  manu- 
facturers, send  samples  of  floats  and  other  tackle, 
including  rod,  reel,  line,  gut  bottoms  for  running 
tackle,  and  specially-shotted  fine  gut  bottoms,  and 
all  are  used  by  anglers  in  Shefiield  and  adjacent 


Crow-quill  with  one  cap.  Length  of  gut  from  end 
to  end,  6tt.  7Jin.  Length  of  float,  5^in.  Line 
weighted  with  ten  No.  5  shots. 

Mr.  Geo.  Harrop  caught  one  hundred  roach  with  this  tackle 
the  other  day. 

districts  with  match-winning  results.  A  match 
fishing  cast  is  usually  4|ft.  in  length  of  very 
fine  gut  (with  a  hook  length  of  5x  gut),  and  has 
two  hooks,  the  lower  one  No.  14,  and  a  16  Crystal 
at  the  top,  or  16  Parfait  at  bottom  and  18  at 
top,  the  distance  between  the  two  being  12in., 
and  the  top  hook  l|in.  to  2in.  from  the  main 
line.  Baits  for  the  hook  include  maggots,  bread 
paste.  King's  natural  bait,  creed  wheat,  and  when 


larger  hooks  are  used,  worms.  The  ground-bait 
varies  according  to  taste,  but  the  most  common  is 
the  best  fresh  red  creed  or  stewed  wheat  and  white 
bread  lightly  browned  in  the  oven,  then  ground  fine, 
to  which  is  added  bran,  fine  oatmeal,  and  brown 
West  India  sugar  ;  or  fine  ground  dried  bread  alone 
is  considered  by  some  anglers  a  good  ground-bait. 
These  baits  are  not  soaked  in  water  until  one  com- 
mences to  fish. 

Small  canals  and  drains  are  most  easily  fished  with 
Oft.  to  10ft.  rods  (weight  about  7Joz.),  but  when 
miming  tackle  is  used,  rivers  of  good  width,  like  the 
Witham  from  Boston  sluice  up  stream,  require  a 
rod  varying  m  length  from  10|ft.  to  ll^ft.,  and 
the  point  of  the  rod  should  be  tapered  so  as 
not  to  break  the  very  fine  gut  the  Shefiield 
anglers  delight  to  use  when  casting — what  I  mean 
is,  the  other  parts  of  the  rod  should  taper  in 
due  proportion,  so  that  there  should  not  be  the 
slightest  top  heaviness.  In  selecting  a  rod  of  this 
description  a  proper  balance  is  a  most  important 
item,  and  its  elasticity  from  the  butt  to  the  tip 
should  be  perfect.  The  featherweight  l\oz.  cane 
roach  rod  mentioned  might  seem  to  be  too  slight  to 
be  of  any  utility,  but  for  throwing  and  killing  power 
it  is  all  that  one  can  desire,  numerous  bream  from 
41b.  to  51b.  having  been  caught  with  this  very 
popular  rod.  The  float  is  so  adjusted  that  the  bait 
trips  the  bottom  of  the  river,  the  depth  of  which  is 
readily  ascertained  by  using  a  plummet,  the  rod 
being  extended  over  the  water  and  the  plummet 
gently  lowered  and  the  depth  obtained  at  the  top, 
middle,  and  end  of  the  swim  to  see  that  all  is  clear. 
The  hook  being  baited,  one  prepares  to  fish,  and  care- 
fully ground-bait  at  one  and  the  same  time.  The 
first  indication  of  a  bite  is  the  float  steadying,  stop- 
ping, moving  slightly  to  one  side,  or  dipping,  when  a 
smart'and'quick  stroke  should  be  given  by  a  turn  of 
the  wrist,  and  the  fish  is  hooked. 

Fishing  with  a  roach-pole  is  very  popular  with 
Shefiield  anglers,  and,  this  style  being  so  deadly, 
many  matches  are  held  m  which  it  is  barred.  The 
"  pole  "  varies  in  length  from  12ft.  to  18ft.,  and 
is  used  with  a  tight  line  and  6ft.  of  5x  gut  or  hair, 
but  gut  is  mostly  preferred,  it  being  stronger  than 
fine  hair.  The  angler  can  have  a  much  shorter 
strike  than  when  using  running  tackle  ;  the  top 
of  his  rod  is  well  over  his  float,  and  he  is  at 
his  quarry  the  moment  his  float  dips.  Nos.  14 
and  16  Crystal  or  Nos.  16,  17  to  20  Model  Parfait 
hooks  are  used  in  this  style  of  fishing,  and  the 
float  is  usually  weighted  with  No.  5  or  No.  6  shot. 
The  first  shot  is  fixed  4in.  to  5in.  from  the  hook, 
seven  to  eight  shots  at  intervals  of  \m.  to  ^in., 
and  the  topmost  one  12in.  from  the  hook.  The  shot 
being  fixed  along  the  gut  length  in  this  fashion 
gives  a  steadiness  and  firmness  to  the  cast  (see  No.  1). 
The  fioat  is  usually  a  4in.  to  5in.  crow-quill  with  the 
usual  looped  quOl  end  cut  off,  and  in  its  place  a 
quUl  cap  secures  the  line  ;  by  this  means  a  bite  is 
more  sensitively  shown,  and  the  fioat  does  not  drift 
in  so  fast  as  if  capped  near  the  top. 

The  baits  used  for  general  fishing  are  maggots, 
worms,  caddis,  and  other  grubs,  but  without  doubt 
the  principal  baits  are  paste  and  creed  wheat. 

Ground-bait. — Two  cottage  loaves  (white)  cut  in 
slices,  put  in  an  oven  until  crisp  but  not  browned, 
add  six  handfuls  of  bran,  ^Ib.  fine  oatmeal,  lib.  West 
India  (brown)  sugar,  and  |lb.  ground  rice.  The 
crisp  portion  should  be  very  finely  ground  before 
mixing  with  the  other  ingredients.  When  on  the 
bank  ready  for  fishing  slightly  moisten  all  or  part, 
and  when  thrown  in  it  gradually  opens,  spreads,  and 
gently  sinks,  and  attracts  fish  to  the  swim.  White 
bread  paste  is  made  by  thoroughly  soaking  the  soft 
part  in  water,  then  kneading  or  squeezing  it  in  a 
clean  piece  of  linen  cloth  until  it  is  stiff  and  adhesive. 
I  think  the  best  plan  is  to  dip  it  in  water  for  two 
or  three  seconds,  squeeze  all  the  water  out  one  can, 
and  knead  it  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  If  desired 
coloured,  use  a  little  saffron,  turmeric,  rouge,  or 
vermilion. 

Reels. — Ordinary  Nottingham  wooden  reels  to  use 
with  Sheffield  rods  vary  in  size  from  2f  in.  to  4in.,  and 
Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  sell  centre-pin  reels  the  same  size 
with  optional  check  action.  It  might  not  be  out  of 
place  here  to  give  a  description  of  a  reel  of  the  latter 
variety — namely,  3Jin.  mahogany  wood  reel,  steel 
centre-pin  action,  optional  check,  star-back,  oblong 
collets,  and  large  barrel.  To  detach  the  barrel  from 
spindle  slide  button  on  front  brass  plate.  To  mani- 
pulate check  slide  button  on  back  of  reel.  The 
barrel  is  2Jin.  diameter,  fin.  wide,  and  fin.  at  top  of 
rim.  If  the  reel  is  opened  and  the  inside  examined, 
it  will  ^  be  [seen  that  the  back  plate  is  hollow. 


and  contains  spring,  centre-pin,  and  check.  It 
will  also  be  seen  that  the  front  plate  is  slightly 
concave,  and  that  a  cog-wheel  is  secured  thereto 
by  means  of  three  small  screws.  The  front  of 
this  plate  is  sunk  deep  in  the  centre  to  admit 
spiral  spring  and  crank.  The  edge  of  this  sunken 
part  is  slightly  counter  sunk  to  receive  the  front 
brass  plate.  The  check  action  consists  of  brass 
,  cog-wheel,  brass  ratchet,  and  steel  spruig.  The 
'spindle  of  reel  is  made  of  hardened  steel,  and  the 
action  of  the  centre-pin  is  as  follows: — The  spindle 
runs  into  a  projecting  piece  of  brass  tubing  which 
is  fastened  to  the  front  plate  of  reel,  and  the  front 
button  is  fastened  by  means  of  a  screw  into  a  piece 
of  brass  tubing  which  is  riveted  on  to  a  piece  of 
brass  plate,  and  this  piece  of  plate  is  fastened  to 
another  piece  of  stationary  tubing  by  means  of  a 
rivet,  and  when  the  button  is  drawn  across  the 
brass  front  plate,  it  pulls  the  piece  of  brass  plate 
out  of  the  groove  which  is  cut  in  the  steel  spindle. 
When  the  barrel  is  again  adjusted  to  spindle  of 
reel,  the  brass  plate  slides  into  its  position  again  in 
the  groove  of  the  spindle,  the  brass  spiral  spring 
doing  the  necessary  work.  The  brass  front  plate 
to  which  the  mechanism  of  centre-pin  is  attached  is 
fastened  to  the  reel  by  three  screws,  and  the  spindle 
is  riveted  to  the  brass  star-back,  and  the  button  is 
riveted  to  the  brass  ratchet,  and  when  the  button 


No.  1.  Porcupine,  requires  a  No.  4  shot. 

No.  2.  Crow-quill,  cork  as  cap,  requires  a  B  shot. 

No.  3.  Goose-quiU,  cork  as  cap,  requires  two  shots, 

B  and  No.  1. 
No.  4.  Crow-quill,  requires  a  No.  4  shot. 

All  floats  exact  size. 

is  drawn  towards  the  centre  of  star-back,  it  causes 
the  spring  to  slide  into  the  grooves  which  are  cut 
in  the  ratchet,  thus  holding  the  ratchet  while  it 
does  its  work  with  the  cog.  A  reel  of  this  descrip- 
tion has  several  advantages  over  the  ordinary  plain 
wooden  reel.  The  narrow  barrel  of  this  light  reel 
allows  an  extremely  fine  line  to  run  off'  it  with  the 
greatest  freedom,  and  with  little  or  no  friction. 
Should  the  line  run  over  the  edge  and  get  fast 
between  the  barrel  and  rim  or  round  the  spindle, 
the  reel  can  be  opened  in  a  moment,  the  line 
released,  and  longer  casts  can  be  made  than  with 
other  wooden  reels.  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  made 
arrangements  with  Mr.  George  Harrop,  a  local 
expert,  to  experiment  with  their  7ioz.  feather- 
weight roach-rod,  which  they  sell  at  8s.  6d.,  and 
journeying  to  a  favourite  trout  stream  not  far 
away  a  cast  of  20  yards  was  made  in  unfavourable 
circumstances,  the  wind  at  the  time  coming  down 
stream  with  considerable  force,  the  expert  casting 
upstream,  the  line,  float,  and  shot  used  being  a 
No.  0  Lincoln  line,  the  identical  No.  4  float  as  per 
sketch,  and  a  No.  2  shot,  without  any  hook.  He 
made  the  casts  by  drawing  off  the  reel  six  yards  of 
line  held  in  suspension  with  the  right  hand,  and 
the  rod  in  the  left,  as  per  illustration,    He  used 
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no  brute  force,  merely  giving  a  gentle  but  skilful 
back  or  side  cast  down  stream,  and  then  a  forward 
swing  of  the  rod  upstream,  and  the  way  that  line 
travelled  was  a  perfect  treat  to  see.  The  action  is 
really  more  a  practical  than  a  theoretical  one,  and 
the  knack  can  only  be  acquired  by  practice. 

The  Cas<.— Imagine  everything  ready  for  a  cast, 
with  about  lift,  of  line  hanging  from  the  rod. 
Draw  off  the  reel  six  yards  from  this  length 
into  two  loops,  one  loop  between  the  reel 
and  first  rmg,  and  the  second  loop  between  the 
first  and  second  rings.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
loops  are  held  at  arm's  length  by  Mr.  Harrop 
between  the  thumb  and  first  and  second  fingers  of 
the  right  hand,  with  the  handles  of  the  reel  on  the 
right-hand  side,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he  is  a 
left-handed  angler  ;  but  most  right-handed  Sheffield 
experts  hold  the  rod  in  the  right  hand  with  the 
handles  of  the  reel  on  the  left-hand  side,  and,  of 
course,  do  the  loop,  etc.,  work  with  the  left  hand, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  persuade  these  anglers 
to  have  the  handles  on  the  right-hand  side.  They 


know  better,  and  no  doubt  they  are  several 
points  to  the  good  by  adopting  this  method.  With 
the  handles  of  the  reel  used  as  described,  the 
thumb  plays  a  most  important  part  in  skidding, 
etc.,  whether  the  rod  is  held  in  the  right  hand  or 
the  left.  Holding  the  two  loops  with  the  right 
hand  as  represented  in  the  sketch,  the  line  rests  in 
the  first  joint  of  each  finger,  with  the  thumb 
covering  part  of  each.  In  the  process  of  casting, 
the  loop  held  by  the  forefinger  should  be  let  go 
first,  and  that  held  by  the  second  finger  quickly 
after.  Practice,  combined  with  good  judgment,  is 
necessary  to  know  the  right  moment  when  to  let  go 
of  the  loops.  In  making  the  preliminary  and  final  cast 
the  rod  is  swung  round  to  the  left  in  a  semicircle  to 
the  rear,  care  being  taken  that  the  lift,  of  line  in 
the  preliminary  cast  is  well  extended  to  the  full  (as 
a  fly  in  flyfishing)  before  making  thtf  for  ward  swish  ; 
as  the  line  shoots  out  the  loops  are  released  alter- 
nately, the  float  striking  the  water  from  ten  yards 
to  twelve  yards  away.  The  final  cast  is  then  made 
by  drawing  off  more  line  and  forming  the  same 
into  loops  as  described,  the  rod  being  raised  high  up 
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and  the  cast  repeated,  care  being  tak^n  that  the 
line  is  fully  extended  as  before  ;  then  with  moderate 
force  the  rod  is  brought  forward  over  the  shoulder 
and  the  cast  of  twenty  yards  completed.  All  the 
time  the  cast  is  being  made  to  its  completion,  the 
thumb  rests  on  the  edge  of  the  narrow-barrelled 
reel  in  readiness  to  skid  if  required,  when  the  float 
strikes  the  water. 

A  cast  of  twenty  yards  can  be  made  in  one  cast 
by  forming  loops  along,  say,  a  two -jointed  10ft.  rod 
as  high  up  as  the  first  ring  on  the  top  joint. 

The  twenty  yards  was  measured  from  the  feet, 
and  the  length  of  gut  bottom,  of  course,  was 
included  in  the  length  of  line  used,  which  I  think 
is  fair. 

The  7jOz.  featherweight  8s.  6d.  cane  roach-rod 
referred  to,  is  made  of  two  joints  10ft.  in  length,  with 
cork  grip,  universal  winch  fittings,  taper  butt  fer- 
rules, lancewood  top, ' '  Bell's  Life  "  rings,  and  tubular 
top  end  ring,  the  rod  and  fittings  being  made  on 
Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.'s  premises  by  practical  workmen 
of  seventeen  years'  experience.    Two-joLnted  10ft. 


cane  and  three-jointed  cane  and  wood  solid  and 
hollow  butts  9ft.  and  10  Jf  t.  roach  rods  are  principally 
used,  of  which  they  hold  a  large  stock,  ranging  in 
price  from  2s.  9d.  to  21s.  Prices  :  2s.  9d.,  3s.  9d., 
4s.  9d.,  .5s.  6d.,  6s.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  and  10s.  6d.,  and  so  on. 
Common  wooden  reels  from  2|in.  at  Is.,  to  4Ln.,  2s. ; 
and  wooden  centre-pin  check  reels  as  described 
from  2^in.  at  6s.  6d.,  to  4in.  at  9s.  6d.  Hooks  to  gut 
from  4Jd.  to  Is.  per  dozen,  and  one-yard  gut 
bottoms.  Is.,  Is.  3d.,  and  2s.  3d.  per  dozen. 
Match  gut  bottoms,  4|d.  each  (two  hooks)  ;  two- 
yard  bottoms,  one  hook,  3s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

Wlien  using  floats  Nos.  2  and  3  the  cork  cap  or 
pilot  is  only  partially  submerged,  and  is  used  in 
rough  weather  or  in  a  ripple. 

The  gut  mostly  in  demand  is  of  the  finest  drawn 
5x,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  understood,  6x  and  7x, 
the  two  latter  terms  being  in  name  only,  as  5x  is  the 
finest  that  can  be  made.  The  length  of  cast  or 
bottom  varies  from  3ft.  to  6ft.,  according  to  the 
water  to  be  fished.  The  hook  length  is  mostly  of 
16Ln.  5x  gut,  and  the  remaining  lengths  of  4x  and 
3x,  according  to  the  total  length  used.    Nos.  14  and 
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16  hooks  (Crystal)  are  the  favourite  sizes  for  maggots 
and  paste  fishing. 

During  the  past  season  Allcock's  Model  Parfait 
hooks  (No.  4982)  were  much  in  request,  as  also  the 
short  shank  rust-proof  Crystal  hook,  the  latter  being 
made  of  very  fine  wire,  a  very  great  advantage  when 
using  a  maggot  or  well-scoured  worm. 

The  lines  principally  in  demand  are  Allcock's 
Nos.  9 and  8  plaited  undressed  silk  pattern  (No.  108^); 
the  Lincoln  Nos.  0  and  1  eight-plaited  undressed 
silk;  and  Harper's  Nos.  1  and  2 -twisted  silk  roach - 
lines.  The  Allcock  Nos.  9  and  8,  and  Lincoln  Nos.  0 
and  1  are  synonymous,  being  of  equal  thickness,  or, 
may  I  say,  fineness.  Messrs.  George  Wood  &  Co. 
predict  that  a  green  line  and  green -stained  gut  they 
introduced  late  last  season  will  be  very  much  in 
evidence  in  the  coming  season.  Hitherto,  white  and 
speckled  lines  have  been  most  in  favour. 

Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  are  putting  on  the  market 
a  ground-bait  grinding  machine,  price  28.  6d., 
carriage  4d.  extra,  a  very  useful  addition  to  an 
angler's  outfit.  Particulars  of  the  same  will  be 
sent  on  appUcation.  A. 

(To  he  continued.) 


DEY-FLY  EXPEEIENCES. 

Sitting  this  morning  at  the  old  oak  desk  in  my 
wee  work  room,  which  is  packed  as  closely  and 
methodically  as  a  ship's  cabin,  and  forbidden  both  to 
the  lu-isportsmanlike  and  noisy,  I  load  a  pipe,  while 
my  eye  ranges  thoughtfully  past  the  fly-making 
cabinet  to  a  small  selection  of  special  books,  which 
nestle  together  in  a  little  rack  on  the  west  wall, 
within  lazy  stretch  of  my  arm-chair. 

Dear  old  Izaak  is,  of  course,  first,  and  separated 
from  him  by  John  Younger,  I  see  the  warm  red 
jackets  of  those  two  plump  and  comfortable - 
looking  volumes  of  Coimtry  Life  Series— Fishing  ; 
also— but  hold  hard,  my  grey  goose-quill,  before 
going  further,  for  none  of  those  books  will  be  opened 
by  me  this  morning,  for  it  is  Saturday,  and  here  I 
extinguished  the  safety  match  I  had  just  employed 
with  a  long  puff  of  smoke,  and  settled  down  to 
that  little  green-coated  bit  of  special  enjoyment, 
provided  once  a  week  for  all  good  anglers,  in  the 
shape  of  the  latest  nimiber  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  wonder  how  many  (dry)  flymen's  hearts  were 
stirred  like  mine  by  the  sight  of  those  two  \mpre- 
tentious  midget  photos  of  the  peaceful  Fulling  Mi 
and  lovely  Engine  House  Pool,  given  (on  page  62) 
in  that  excellent  article  by  "The  Otter"  of  Biarritz. 

'Twas  at  the  Fulling  Mills  I  first  saw  a  May  Fly 
tied— tied,  too,  by  that  great  master  of  the  art, 
G.  S.  Marriott. 

One  bright  June  morning,  though  the  wind  was 
east,  a  few  minutes  before  breakfast  I  came  down 
the  short  wooden  staircase  from  my  bedroom  under 
the  old  thatched  roof  to  the  well-known  "  parlour  " 
below,  and  found  Mr.  Marriott  at  the  little  table  in 
the  left-hand  vmidow  in  the  act  of  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  the  last  of  a  dozen  beautiful 
May  Flies  ;  among  them  rested  a  few  spent  Drakes 
of  the  most  perfect  description,  which  he  had  also 
just  tied  in  readiness  for  the  day. 

The  next  moment  our  lively  host,  Mr.  Otter, 
entered  the  room.  I  had  never  seen  Mr.  Marriott 
until  we  met  the  previous  evening  at  the  Fulling 
Mills,  and  soon  found  myself  wishing  I  had. 

The  object  of  these  notes,  however,  is  to  try  to 
arouse  some  interest  in  new  ideas  suggested  to  me 
by  later  experiences,  rather  than  discuss  old 
memories  of  former  joys. 

Let  us,  for  instance,  first  look  at  that  highly 
important  question  to  the  dry-fiy  angler,  what  sort 
of  rod  am  I  likely  to  fish  best  with  during  the 
coming  saeson,  now  so  near  at  hand  ? 

Well,  I  don't  suppose  any  reasonable  fisherman 
can  want  a  better  fiy  rod  than  one  of  the  best  split 
canes  as  turned  out  by  several  of  our  leading  tackle - 
makers. 

The  fishing  I  saw  done  on  the  Itchen  by  an  expert 
with  one  of  these  rods  between  Sept.  9  and  22  last 
left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  some  of  the  repeatedly 
successful  casting  I  then  witnessed,  especially  on 
two  days  of  tearing  down-stream  \\Tnd,  was  almost 
as  surprising  to  me  as  to  the  trout. 

Most  of  us  have  occasionally  seen  much  the  same 
kind  of  casting,  but  must  have  been  struck  by  the 
fact  that  the  rods  used  were  not  all  similar  in  the 
materials  they  were  made  of  ;  hence  arises  the  well- 
known  problem,  "  How  is  it  that  one  man  swears 
by  the  split  cane,  another  declares  his  conviction 
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that  nothing  can  equal  the  whole  cane,  while  a  third 
is  equally  enthusiastic  over  his  cherished  green- 
heart  ?  "  and  so  on. 

The  fact  is,  each  rod  may  be  perfect  in  its  own 
way,  but,  given  two  or  more  rods  differing  from 
each  other  ia  the  materials  of  which  they  are  buUt, 
they  will  have  a  different  feel  in  the  hand  to  one 
another  when  fished  with,  and  because  tastes  and 
styles  differ,  and  always  will — some  anglers  prefer 
one  sort  of  material  for  a  rod  and  some  another, 
or  combination  of  others.  I  think  I  may  leave  the 
split  cane  rod  to  take  care  of  itself,  but  at  this 
point  may  I  say  a  little  in  favour  of  my  old  friend, 
the  whole-cane  rod  ? 

After  consulting  some  of  the  best  anglers  I  know, 
their  experience  confirms  the  belief  I  have  formed 
since  giving'whole  cane  and  other  rods  an  impartial 
and  thorough  trial. 

There  is  no  better  fly  rod  known  at  the  price  than 
the  whole  cane.  To  my  mind,  it  is  simply  per- 
fection, and  practically  everlasting  when  steel- 
ribbed.  There  is  one  essential  straight  tip  that 
must  not  be  forgotten — it  should  be  a  liard  cane  and 
not  a  soft  one.  Both  look  alike  before  they  have 
been  fished  with,  but  are  very  different  in  reality,  the 
latter  being  worthless,  maddening  trash  for  dry-fly 
work.  The  only  reliable  test  I  know  is  to  fish  with 
the  rod,  and  then  the  result  soon  comes  out. 

Perhaps  you.  Sir,  or  one  of  the  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  kind  enough  to  supply 
more  useful  information  than  I  can  on  this  point. 

A  good  hard  cane  is  a  real  treasure.  Of  course, 
"  tops  "  of  the  whole  cane  rod  are  usually  green- 
heart,  but  the  luxury  of  a  buUt  cane  top  joint  to 
such  a  rod  is  well  worth  the  extra  money. 

I  can  only  add  one  more  idea  here  for  want  of 
space.  At  present  the  last  few  inches  of  the  single- 
handed  rod  butt  are  practically  wasted,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  a  spike  ;  the  india-rubber 
button,  though  of  real  use  on  double-handed 
rods,  is  not  necessary  on  the  light  single-handed 
weapons  now  imder  consideration.  The  lowest  end 
of  the  butt  should  be  hollowed  out  sufficiently  to 
just  take  in  a  spring  balance,  sliding  in  a  fixed  thin 
brass  tube,  out  of  which  it  can  be  pulled  downwards 
(but  not  quite  out)  like  the  joint  of  a  telescope. 
The  balance  for  weighing  fish  thus  becomes  one 
important  object  the  less  to  recollect  when  packing 
up  for  a  day's  sport,  and  is  always  there  when 
wanted.  This  idea  of  mine  may  perhaps  not  meet 
with  general  approval,  but  I  may  say  I  tried  it  all 
last  season,  and  not  only  found  it  very  convenient, 
but  the  trifling  extra  weight  being  centred  below 
the  reel  was  not  appreciable.  A  simple  metal  cap 
screws  on  the  butt  over  all,  and  takes  a  spike  in  its 
centre  for  those  who  care  to  use  one.    P.  Witt. 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTEATED  DIEECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 

(Continued  from  page  127.) 
CHAPTEE  v. 
Butts,  Eibbing,  Bodies  and  Hackles. 
Butts. 

The  materials  used  for  this  part  of  the  fly  are 
ostrich  herl,  peacock's  herl,  or  wool. 

Herl  Butts. — For  the  size  of  hook  illustrated, 
select  a  herl  of  medium  length,  and  holding  it 
between  forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand 
against  the  side  of  the  hook,  the  fibres  to  the  left, 
tie  in  the  butt  end  with  two  tiorns  of  silk  ;  cut  off 
the  end.  The  fluffy  edges  should  always  point 
towards  the  tail,  not  only  because  it  conceals  the 
tying  silk  which  fastens  off  the  tag  and  ties  on  the 
tail,  but  because  it  looks  so  much  neater,  and  the 
fibres  work  better  in  the  water.  Attach  the  pliers 
to  the  end  of  the  herl,  and  wind  it  carefully  round 
the  hook  at  right  angles  to  it,  the  first  turn  passing 
over  the  first  coil  of  the  tying  silk  which  secures 
the  tail.  Three  or  four  turns  of  the  herl,  close  to 
one  another,  will  be  sufficient.  Fasten  in  the  herl 
by  one  turn  of  silk  and  remove  the  pliers.  It  is 
the  usual  custom  to  tie  in  the  point  of  the  herl 
first,  but  it  is  not  nearly  so  strong  ;  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  neater,  as  there  is  less  quill. 

Wool  Butt. — To  form  this,  take  a  short  piece 
of  wool  of  the  colour  required,  and  with  the  nails 
tear  a  quarter  or  third  of  an  inch  to  pieces,  spin 
the  wool  on  to  the  tying  silk  in  the  same  way  as 
was  directed  for  the  tag,  and  wind  three  or  fom- 
turns  close  together.    The  butt  should  be  oval  in 


outline,  not  flat,  and.  this  can  be  obtained  by 
pressing  the  coils  together  between  the  nails  of 
thumb  and  second  finger  of  both  hands.  Wool 
butts  are  generally  made  too  large  and  without 
shape,  owing  to  the  wool  being  spun  too  thickly  on 
to  the  silk. 


Fig.  20. 

There  is  another  method,  certainly  a  quicker  one 
but  not  so  neat,  and  that  is,  to  tie  in  a  short  length 
of  very  fine  wool,  wind  it  very  tightly  round  and 
finish  off  under  the  hook. 


Fig.  27. 


At  this  stage,  on  an  eyed  hook  there  is  nothing 
to  the  right  of  the  butt  except  the  end  of  the  herl, 
and  there  is  a  round,  parallel  surface  the  whole  way 
up  the  hook ;  on  a  hook  with  gut  loop  there  are  the 


FiQ.  28. 


stumps  of  tail  and  herl  butt,  a  slight  gap  between 
the  butt  and  silk  which  tied  on  the  gut,  and  a 
tapered  sm-face  for  the  body.  The  gap  is  filled  up 
with  the  stumps  and  the  ribbing  tinsel. 

Eibbing. 

The  same  turn  o£  tying  silk  which  fastens  off  the 
butt  should  tie  in  the  tinsel  io.-  ribbing  the  body. 


This  should  be  stripped  at  one  end  in  the  jnanner 
described  for  tags  ;  it  should  be  placed  against  the 
side  of  the  hook,  and  the  turn  of  tying  silk  over  it 
should  be  close  up  to  the  butt.  The  exposed  core 
of  silk  must  not  be  cut  off'  yet.  If  tinsel  and  lace 
are  to  rib  the  fly,  both  should  be  tied  in  together. 
Whichever  of  the  two  is  to  lead  up  the  body 


Fig.  29. 


should  be  tied  in  below  the  other.  It  is  better  for 
the  tinsel  to  lead,  as  the  lace  which  follows  will 
then  protect  the  hackle. 

Bodies. 

This  part  of  the  fly  is  formed  either  of  seal's 
fur,  mohair,  pig's  wool,  floss  silk,  tinsel  twist, 
chenille,  herl,  or  quill.    In  all  cases  the  body 


Fig.  30. 


should  taper  slightly  from  the  butt  to  the  shoulder 
With  some  of  the  materials  this  taper  can  be 
formed,  on  an  eyed  hook,  as  you  proceed ;  with 
others,  it  must  be  formed  before  the  material  is 
wound  on. 

Fur  Body  without  HacMe. — In  this  case,  on  an 
eyed  hook,  the  taper  can  either  be  made  before  the 


Fig.  31. 


fur  is  wound  on,  or  the  quantity-  of  fur  must  be 
largely  increased  as  the  work  proceeds.  For 
medium  and  large-sized  flies  I  always  pad  and 
shape  the  body  first,  because  the  work  is  so  much 
more  firm.  Take  a  well  waxed  doubled  piece  of 
tviug  silk  and  tie  it  in  close  to  the  butt  and  leave 
it  hanging  there.  Wind  the  original  tying  silk  in 
upeu  coUs  up  the  body  and  tie  in  a  piece  of  flosa  at 


March  4,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


145 


the  place  shown.  Cut  off  the  end  of  the  floss, 
wind  one  more  turn  of  the  tying  silk  towards  the 
head,  and  leave  it  hanging  with  the  pliers  attached. 
Now  wind  the  floss  evenly  do^vn  to  the  butt  and 
back  again  up  the  body,  forming  a  taper  as  you  do 
so  ;  fasten  ofi"  the  floss  with  a  turn  or  two  of  the 
tying  silk  at  the  shoulder,  cut  oft'  the  floss  and 
again  leave  the  silk  hanging,  pliers  attached.  Next, 
spin  some  fur  on  to  the  tjing  silk  which  was 
fastened  in  at  the  butt,  and  wind  it  round  the 
hook  as  evenly  as  possible.  You  cannot  spin 
enough  on  for  the  whole  body  at  once,  so  spin  an 
inch  or  two,  wind  that  on,  and  repeat  the  same 
until  you  come  to  the  end  of  the  padding.  Remove 
any  superfluous  fur  from  the  tying  silk  with  the 
nails,  and  fasten  off  with  the  original  tying  silk 
which  was  left  hanging  here.  The  ribbing  tinsel 
is  now  wound  on  La  tight  parallel  coils.  To  fasten 
it  off  wind  two  turns  of  the  tying  silk  over  the 
end,  cut  off'  the  end  to  within  about  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  from  the  hook.  Strip  this  end  of  the 
tinsel,  keeping  the  tying  silk  tight  while  you  do 
so ;  give  the  exposed  core  a  strong  pull,  wind  one 
more  turn  of  the  sUk  and  cut  off  the  floss.  It  is 
very  important  with  fur  bodies  that  the  ribbing  be 
tightly  wound,  as  the  fur  is  liable  to  gradually  fall 
out,  and  thereby  leave  the  i-ibbing  and  hackle  loose. 


DRESSINGS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SALMON  FLIES. 


[Fig.  32. 


On  a  hook  with  gut  loop  there  is  no  need  to  pad 
the  body  first. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  these  illustrations  show 
the  bodies  at  the  shoulder  end,  tapering  rapidly  to 
a  level  with  the  hook.  This  is  done  with  the 
object  of  giving  a  sound  surface  for  the  hackle  to 
be  wound  upon,  to  admit  of  the  fibres  plajdng 
properly,  to  prevent  Ithe  set  of  the  wings  being 
interfered  with,  and  to  enable  the  fly  to  swim 
properly,  without  making  a  furr  in  the  water. 

With  fur  bodies  it  is  a  very  good  plan  to  com- 
mence at  the  butt  with  a  turn  or  two  of  floss  sUk 
of  the  same  colour  as  the  fur ;  the  butt  then  stands 
out  more  distinctly.  The  floss  can  be  tied  in, 
wound  on,  and  finished  off"  before  the  remainder  of 
the  body  is  formed. 

The  hackle  on  a  fur  body  should  be  tied  in  a 
short  distance  from  the  butt,  where  the  second 
turn  of  the  ribbing  will  pass  is  the  best  place,  or, 
if  the  body  is  commenced  with  a  turn  or  two  of 
floss  silk  as  first  described,  the  junction  of  the  fm" 
and  floss  is  the  best  place. 

The  point  of  the  hackle  should  be  tied  in  on  the 
top  of  the  hook,  as  shown,  with  a  couple  of  turns 
of  tymg  silk,  the  fur  is  then  completed  up  the 
body ;  but  in  doing  so,  care  must  be  taken  not  to 
tie  in  any  of  the  fibres.  The  hackle,  before  being 
tied  in,  must  be  "  doubled."  Directions  for 
"  doubling  "  hackles  are  given  in  Chapter  VI. 
,  (To  be  continued.) 


Another  Good  Pike. — AIL  through  the  winter 
anglers  in  the  club  water  at  Newton  have  been 
bewailing  the  lack  of  sport,  which  has  been 
attributable  to  many  causes.  The  reply  "  not  had 
a  nibble  "  got  more  common  every  day  this  season. 
A  partial  explanation  of  the  lack  of  sport  is 
supplied  by  one  of  the  members,  for  he  had  any- 
thing but  a  "  nibble,"  capturing  a  pike  over  a  yard 
long.  This  river  shark  was  secured  by  Mr.  S. 
Vincent,  of  the  Burton  Mutual  Anglers,  at  Newton, 
and  weighed  16Jlb.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
some  time  ago  Mr.  Vincent  landed  a  large  pike  on  a 
roach  tackle,  but  his  latest  capture  ia  a  much  finer 
specimen  than  the  previous  one. — Bu  ton  Mail. 


No.  10.— THE  "  JUNGLEiDON." 

Tag :  Silver  twist  and  sUk  the  same  colour  as  toppings. 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body:  In  four  sections,  butted,  and  with  two  jungle  feathers  back  to  back,  top  and  bottom,  as 
shown.  No.  1  division  :  Green  silk,  same  shade  as  the  green  feather  of  the  macaw.  2 :  Tippet-coloured 
silk.    3 :  Dark  blue  silk,  same  tone  as  an  enamelled  thrush.    4  :  Black  silk. 

Ribbed  :  Oval  tinsel. 

W ings :  Toppings. 

Horns :  Blue  macaw. 

Head  :  Black  herl. 


No.  11.— THE  "MAY  QUEEN." 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  silk,  same  shade  as  the  point  of  the  red  crow. 
Tail :  Topping,  two  red  crow  feathers  (sideways). 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  Blue  silk,  to  end  of  first  turn  of  ribs,  same  shade  as  the  macaw  hackle,  the  rest  silver  tinsel. 
Ribbed  :  Fine  oval  tinsel. 

Hackle  :  Powdered  blue  macaw  (as  illustrated). 

Throat :  Yellow  macaw. 

Wings  :  Two  yellow  macaw  feathers. 

Cheeks  :  Enamelled  thrush,  two  toppings  over. 

Horns :  Blue  macaw. 

Head :  Black  herl. 


No.  12.— THE  "JAY  P.T." 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  canary-coloured  floss. 
Tail :  Topping  and  red  crow. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  In  four  sections,  butted.  No.  1 :  Topping-coloured  silk,  with  four  jay  points  (as  illustrated) — 
two  above  and  below.  2 :  Tippet-coloured  silk,  and  repeat  the  jay's.  3 :  Red  crow  coloured  silk  and 
jay's.    4  :  Red  claret  silk  and  jay's,  as  before. 

Ribbed  :  Fine  oval  tinsel. 

Wings :  Toppings. 

Horns :  Red  macaw. 

Head :  Black  herl. 

,.c>  6e  continued.) 
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THE  "EACILE"  CASTING  KEEL. 


Mb.  Washbuen  sends  me  a  well-made  Notting- 
ham reel  which,  except  as  regards  material,  seems 
to  be  as  near  the  original  Nottingham  reel  as  any 
on  the  market.  One  of  the  first  Nottingham  reels 
I  had  was  from  William  Bailey,  of  Nottingham, 
author  of  "The  Angler's  Instructor."  It  was  a 
plain  wood  reel  with  screw  head  and  washer  to 
hold  the  barrel  on  the  spindle.  There  was  no  line- 
guard,  and  personally  I  prefer  the  Nottingham  reel, 
for  casting  from,  free  from  all  line-guards  or  side- 
bars, as  I  find  they  act  as  line  catchers  and  are 
unnecessary.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Washburn  claims 
for  his  reel : — 

"  This  reel  is  designed  specially  for  casting  light 
pike  and  other  tackle,  and  has  stood  the  test  of 
some  four  years'  use.  The  main  aim  has  been  to 
reduce  the  weight  of  drum  to  the  lowest  possible 
consistent  with  reasonable  strength  to  enable  it  to 


start  with  the  pull  of  the  minimum  of  weight  in 
bait  and  of  impetus  imparted  thereto,  and  to  stop 
without  over-running  as  soon  as  possible  after  such 
impetus  is  expended. 

f  "  The  drum,  A  A,  is  of  vulcanite,  in  one  piece,  with 
aluminium  flange,  B,  and  will  hold  100yds.  or  more 


of  undressed  sUk  line.  The  freedom  of  nmning  on 
centre  pin  can  be  regulated  for  lighter  or  heavier 
baits,  or  as  a  check,  by  the  tight-fitting  split  brass 
nipple,  D,  between  which  and  the  drum  is  a  square - 
holed  washer,  E,  to  stop  any  tendency  of  the 
revolving  drum  to  unscrew  same.    The  line-guard, 


O,  is  so  placed  as  to  be  secure  from  damage,  and 
the  line  cannot  possibly  catch  on  or  under  it  in  any 
way.  The  entire  reel  is  much  more  compact  than 
the  ordinary  pattern  of  casting  reel,  and  very  light." 
They  are  made  in  vulcanite,  with  aluminium  flange. 
Price :  3|in.,  12s.  6d.  each  ;  3in.,  10s.  6d.  each, 
and  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Washburn, 
96,  H^ilsham  Avenue,  Streatham  HUl,  London. 


FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 
By  Phelip  Gebn. 


{Continued  from  page  125.) 
Roach. — Now  we  are  coming  to  boughs  that  over- 
hang a  steady  eddy  into  which  shoals  of  roach 
have  come  for  rest  and  food;  the  crumbling  bank 
gives  them  a  chance  of  a  slug  or  worm.  We  must 
change  our  Hne  for  a  finer  one  and  put  on  a  smaller 
hook.  I  will  tie  the  head  of  the  punt  in  among 
the  bushes  so  that  her  tail  hangs  out,  that  you 
may  have  complete  command  of  the  fishy  eddy 
that  is  just  below.  Here  I  will  drop  a  ball  of 
ground-bait,  with  heads  and  tails  of  worms  in- 
vitingly sticking  out,  so  that  it  will  not  open  until 
it  reaches  the  ground  just  between  the  stream  and 
eddy.    No !  we  will  not  plumb  the  depth ;  it's 


the  ground- bait  and  carefully  casts  it  to  just  within 
the  reach  of  his  long  rod.  Have  you  seen  him  watch 
the  cocking  of  his  float  vmtil  the  merest  tip  is 
visible  ?  Battles  may  be  won  or  lost,  governments 
may  come  or  go,  but  he  can  only  think  of  the  little 
black  speck  that  is  gliding  on  its  way,  hoping  that 
it  wiU  go  under  before  it  reaches  the  end  of  its 
allotted  course. 

Roach  at  times  swim  quite  a  distance  from  the 
bottom  and  then  the  ground-bait  and  the  paste,  or 
gentles,  are,  of  covu-se,  unnoticed.  Try  a  plan  I 
have  often  known  succeed. 

Chew  and  throw  in  some  bread,  and  fish  mid- 
water  with  a  pinch  of  dry  soft  bread  pressed  upon 
the  hook  with  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  each 
hand.  Immediately  this  bait  settles  in  its  place, 
by  the  aid  of  two  small  shot  and  the  smallest  float, 
the  rough  edges  spring  out  from  their  compressed 
positions  and  there  is  quite  a  lively  stir  of  bread 
atoms,  which  frequently  brmgs  the  largest  fish  to 
take  the  core  that  is  still  upon  the  hook. 

I  learnt  this  method  from  a  miller's  lad  who  took 
roach,  during  his  dinner  hour,  in  a  swim  I  had 
baited  but  failed  to  get  a  fish  from. 

Watch  a  hook  so  baited  while  suspended  in  a 
glass  of  water  and  notice  what  a  lively  bait  it  is 
compared  with  paste. 

Old  Windsor  lock  is  now  in  sight,  and  on  its 
right  is  the  end  of  the  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
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Old  Windsor  Weib. 
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about  8ft. ;  but  to  make  sure  you  reach  the  bottom, 
suppose  it  to  be  a  trifle  over.  Cast  out  into  the 
stream  as  you  did  for  chub,  and  bring  it  in  as  it  is 
flowing  down  so  that  the  worm  upon  the  hook  is 
near  the  ground- bait.  Not  long  to  wait  and, 
probably,  not  long  before  we  shall  have  taken  the 
best  of  the  roach  from  this  swim. 

Sit  tight  and  we  will  on  to  the  next  quiet  eddying 
hole,  and,  while  doing  so,  notice  that  we  are 
travelling  round  a  sharp  bend,  or  elbow,  of  the 
river,  while,  opposite,  it  circles  round  a  very  long 
distance.  Imagine  it  in  flood  time  and  you  will 
understand  that  if  only  half  the  fish  from  the  great 
space  of  rushing  water  opposite  have  gathered  here 
they  must  be  thick  indeed. 

However,  should  we  fail  to  find  sufiBcient  sport 
here  to  occupy  our  day,  we  will  go  a  little  farther 
up,  round  the  next  bend,  to  Haynes'  Boughs. 
There  we  are  sure  to  find  fish  after  the  first 
Autumn  flood.  Many  scores  of  times  I  have  had 
success  there  that  has  astonished  those  who  have 
only  tried  these  boughs  in  summer-time  or  when 
the  river  was  low. 

The  Bucks  withy-clad  bank  from  Old  Windsor 
Lock  to  below  the  Bells  is  the  best  mile  of  free 
winter  roach  fishing  that  I  know  of. 

The  Lea  fisher  may  not  approve  this  method  of 
hanging  on  for  catching  roach.  He  prefers  to  sit 
behind  a  bush  or  the  rushfes  that  fringe  the  pool 
where  his  hopes  are  centredj    Sparingly  he  uses 


Thames  known  as  the  Old  River,  or  the  Fleet, 
which  cannot,  I  know,  compare  for  beautiful  land- 
scapes or  stirring  historical  associations  with  many 
other  reaches,  but  yet  may  fairly  boast  of  being 
an  angler's  paradise.  Unfortunately,  it  is  difficult 
to  get  at,  except  for  the  bank  angler,  who,  travelling 
to  Wraysbury,  has  only  to  follow  his  train  for 
about  a  mile  and  he  will  find  himself  on  the  bank, 
where  he  may  roam  up  or  down  in  search  of  a 
swim,  without  fear  of  molestation,  his  only  difficulty 
being  the  making  of  a  choice  among  so  many  good 
ones. 

We,  who  are  in  a  punt,  just  below  Old  Windsor 
Lock,  have  to  make  up  our  minds  as  to  how  to 
proceed.  As  we  wish  to  fish  down  the  whole  of 
this  shut-off  portion  of  the  Thames  we  must  decide 
whether  we  will  punt  up  the  one  and  a  half  milfes 
or  take  the  quicker  route ;  that  is,  go  through  the 
lock  and  through  the  cut — it  is  only  a  quarter  of  a 
mile — and  so  to  the  head  of  the  weir.' 

We  will  choose  the  latter  route ;  we  shall  have 
no  trouble  in  getting  over.  There  is  always  a 
sluice-gate  open,  through  which  I  drop  my  punt 
with  every  care;  professional  fishermen  so  easUy 
manage  the  task  as  to  take  away  all  thoughts  of 
danger. 

Now  we  are  ready  to  fish  this  peaceful  by-way 
into  which  the  two  great  enemies  to  anglers — 
boats  and  launches — seldom  enter,  and  which,  from 
its  inaccessibility,  is  comparatively  little  fished. 
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We  will  first  moor  our  boat  close  up  to  the  weir 
sluice  so  that  we  can  fish  where  the  stream  and 
eddy  meet.  We  will  try  for  one  of  the  proud  old 
trout  for  which  the  weir  and  the  scours  immediately 
below  it  are  said  to  be  noted. 

Thames  Trmit. — Of  late  years  so  many  varieties 
of  trout  have  been  placed  in  the  Thames  that  there 
is  a  possibiUty  of  getting  one  now  and  then  with  a 
fly,  but  if  you  desire  to  catch  a  Thames  trout 
proper  you  must  use  one  of  two  methods ;  either 
spin  a  bait,  artificial  or  natural,  or  pay  down  to 
them  a  live-bait. 

The  latter  style  is  the  one  more  in  vogue, 
although  in  no  way  so  fascinating  as  the  older 
method  of  spinning.  Unfortunately  the  number 
of  those  who  spin  has  grown  less  and  less,  until 
they  are  so  few  that  it  is  quite  rare  to  find,  even 
among  professionals,  a  fisher  who  can  put  a  bleak 
upon  a  fiight  of  hooks  so  that  it  will  spin  truly,  as 
it  must  do  if  there  is  to  be  success. 

It  should  commence  to  spin,  not  wobble,  at 
the  very  beginning  of  the  draw.  You  can  see 
how  necessary  this  must  be  particularly  when 
you  are  fishing  in  the  weirs,  amongst  the  piles, 
under  the  foam  of  falling  waters,  or  in  a  twirling 
eddy,  where  the  cast  and  draw  is  but  a  few  yards. 
In  such  places  the  fish  are  sure  to  see  the  bait 
the  instant  it  touches  water,  and  if  the  hooks  be 
seen  your  labour  is  lost. 

The  custom  now  is  to  mark  the  place  and  time 
of  a  good  fish's  feeding  and  to  moor  your  punt 
above  it  so  that,  at  the  appointed  time,  you  may 
pay  down  to  it  a  lively  bleak  or  gudgeon.  You 
will  need  much  patience  and  a  cushion,  for  it 
generally  happens  that  you  pay  your  visit  on  a 
fast  day  or  when  he  has  his  eye  on  other  fish  that 
fly  in  all  directions  as  he  strikes  at  them,  Alas ! 
his  movements  are  not  near  the  fish  upon  your 
hook.  He  has  chosen  to  feed  in  quite  an  unusual 
part  of  the  hole  that  day. 

Should  you  be  fortunate  and  get  him  on  I  admit 
the  skill  that  captures  him,  since  the  tackle  must 
be  of  the  finest,  and  the  fisher  well  deserves  his 
fish,  even  if  he  get  more  than  one  a  month. 

Trout  like  the  shelter  of  foam-covered  weir 
eddies.  It  was  in  one  of  those  I  hooked  my 
biggest  trout,  so  long  waited  for,  a  14-pounder.  It 
was  not  weighed.  I  brought  it  near  the  bank 
and,  as  it  lay  upon  its  side,  the  Eynsham  lock- 
keeper  dropped  the  landing-net  fair  upon  its  nose, 
fouled  the  hooks  and  freed  the  fish. 

Thirty  years  had  I  sought  and  tried  each  likely 
place  from  Teddington  to  Lechlade  for  him  or  his 
equal,  and  my  chance  had  come  and  gone.  Such 
a  chance  comes  twice  to  no  man. 

{To  be  continued.) 


HOW  TO  FISH  A  SUNK  FLY,  IN 
CONTKADISTINCTION  TO  THE 
USUAL  WET-FLY. 


Given  an  apt  pupil,  a  suitable  river,  an  up- 
stream wind  ruffling  a  pool  exactly  suited  to  our 
needs,  and,  finally,  the  trout  in  the  mood,  I  think 
I  could,  in  one  single  hour's  fishing,  convey  with 
ease  my  system  of  fishing  with  a  sunk  fly  in  an 
upstream  wind. 

But  when  I  grasp  a  pen,  irrstead  of  a  rod,  I  con- 
fess that  I  know  no  subject  in  the  whole  range  of 
fly  fishing  so  hard  to  describe  with  any  degree  of 
clearness  and  accuracy,  whilst  avoiding  exaggera- 
tions on  the  one  hand,  or  allowing  the  article  to 
drag  so  confoundedly,  that  the  wearied  reader 
might  be  excused  if  he  wished  the  writer  under 
water  for  an  indefinite  time,  like  his  sunk  fly. 

At  the  request  of  the  Editor,  and  to  oblige  a 
contributor,  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  overcome  the 
aforesaid  difficulties. 

I  have  already  attempted  the  task  in  my  work, 
"  Wet-Fly  Fishing."  I  am  now  writing  this  article 
for  the  especial  benefit  of  those  who  have  not  read 
my  book,  but  who  do  read  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  shall  avoid  reading  what  I  have  written  in 
my  book,  as  I  hate,  beyond  all  things,  copying  the 
writings  of  anyone ;  my  own,  not  least  of  all. 

Besides,  I  wish  to  write  in  different  language, 
and  it  may  be  with  a  different  "  touch " ;  and, 
possibly,  to  add  a  fresh  interest  to  the  subject, 
here  and  there. 

I  should  much  prefer  being  at  the  riverside  and 
simply  pestered  by  the  questions  of  a  learner. 
Why  do  you  ?    When  do  you  ?    How  do  you  ?  and 
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so  on — for  then  one  gets  along;  one  must  go  ahead 
then.  But,  when  one  has  to  imagine  all  sorts  of 
possible  questions,  and  to  feel  that  not  one  of  them 
is  being  asked,  that  they  must  be  anticipated,  none 
the  less,  and  met,  and  explained  away,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  task  is  not  so  easy  as  it  looks  to  the 
superficial  observer ;  for  one  could  write  a  small 
book  on  the  subject,  and  this  is  out  of  the  question 
here.  Let  me  suppose  an  intelligent  pupil  asking 
me  this  question : 

"  Why  do  trout,  at  times,  seem  to  take  a  sunk 
fly  well,  when  they  pay  little  or  no  attention  to 
the  natural  flies  floating  on  the  surface  ? ''  (And  a 
very  fair  question  to  start  with.)  I  reply:  "My 
friend,  your  question  shows  that  you  are  thinking 
to  some  purpose,  as  it  is.  Well,  I  am  deeply 
interested,  and  desire  to  answer  you  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.'' 

Before,  however,  I  speak  seriously,  permit  me 
by  the  use  of  a  homely  illustration  to  drive  my 
meaning  home. 

Imagine  a  diimer  which  had  been  prepared  in 
the  basement,  being  served  on  the  flat  roof  of  a 
house  (no  world's  wonder  nowadays ! )  As  the 
dinner  slowly  ascends  by  a  hydraulic  lift,  some  of 
the  courses  are  being  snatched  midway  by  hungry 
rascals ;  and  there  you  have  my  idea,  or  one  of 
my  ideas. 

At  the  time  of  '^a  birth"  of  flies,  as  they  are 
ascending  from  the  bottom  (in  the  second  form, 
the  sub-imago)  towards  the  surface,  for  some 
unknown  reason — probably  hunger — the  impatient 
trout  seize  them,  instead  of  waiting  till  they 
emerge  (as  the  perfect  insect)  on  the  surface,  in  all 
their  beauty,  to  float  downwards  with  the  current. 

This  is  the  most  probable  theory. 

Another,  which  at  times  I  have  been  inchned  to 
give  preference  to,  is  this: — When  the  water  is 
abnormally  cold,  the  insects  still  make  the  effort 
to  hatch  out  and  begin  to  ascend,  but,  losing  power, 
they  are  carried  (submerged)  helpless  and  paralysed, 
down  stream,  where  the  trout  naturally  begin  to 
feed  upon  them. 

A  practical  illustration  will  now  convey  my 
meaning.  On  the  last  day  of  April,  1877,  I  began 
fishing  the  river  Tummel,  at  Kinloch  Rannoch, 
with  the  fly,  and  for  trout.  It  was  indeed  wintry 
weather,  and  severe  at  that !  Snow,  frost,  and  the 
water  so  cold  that  wading  was  anything  but  a 
pleasure.  Hardly  a  single  rising  trout  could  I  see 
from  morning  to  night !  and  yet,  by  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  fishing  with  a  sunk  fly,  I  seldom  failed 
to  bring  home  a  nice  lot  of  trout  each  time  I  went 
out — my  old  diary  lies  before  me,  and  I  may  add 
that  it  is  absolutely  accurate  and  reliable.  The 
baskets  were  not  large,  but,  what  I  wish  to  insist 
upon  is  the  unquestioned  and  hard  fact,  that  when 
I  managed  to  get  my  fly  properly  sunk,  I  generally 
found  the  trout  keen  to  seize  it,  which,  surely,  they 
would  not  have  been  quite  so  ready  to  do,  had  not 
some  natural  flies  been  coming  down  stream  in  a 
submerged  state,  to  set  them  on  the  look-out.  And, 
as  I  hardly  ever  saw  a  fly  on  the  surface,  and,  con- 
sequently, seldom  saw  trout  rising  ivhile  these  wintry 
conditions  lasted,  I  was  inclined  to  the  theory  of  the 
insect  trying  to  fulfil  its  destiny,  but  losing  power 
in  mid- water  and  tumbling  down  stream  anyhowas 
a  "drowned  fly,"  a  term  in  frequent  use  amongst 
practical  fishermen  in  Scotland. 

I  now  give  a  few  details  from  the  diary,  1877 
(snow  on  hills  everywhere) :  April  31,  eighteen 
trout,  9|lb.  ;  May  1,  thirteen  trout,  BJlb. ;  May  2, 
thirteen  trout,  9|lb.  ;  May  3,  nine  trout,  5lb.  (one, 
l|lb.) ;  May  4,  sixteen  trout,  61b. ;  May  5,  twenty- 
four  trout,  141b,  (best  six  trout,  6^1b.);  May  7, 


twenty-four  trout,  12^1b. ;  May  8,  twenty-five  trout, 
12ilb. ;  and  so  on — and  I  may  remark  that  sport  in 
such  wintry  weather  with  a  sunk  fly,  proves  that  it 
has  its  place  and  time  ;  and  that  to  be  ignorant  of 
bow,  when,  and  where  to  fish  with  it,  is  a  manifest 
loss  to  the  wet  fly  fisher,  and  a  proof  of  this  newly 
manufactured  proverb  (you  all  know  the  original) — 
Where  knowledge  is  power,  'tis  folly  to  he  ignorant. 

I  do  not  pursue  my  diary  further,  simply  because 
as  the  month  advanced  the  weather  became  genial, 
and  then  I  fished  the  fly  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
I  need  hardly  add  that  my  baskets  became  heavier 
— not  lighter. 

Please  to  observe  that  I  do  not  always  pin 
my  faith  to  this  theory,  but  when  the  water  is 
abnormally  cold,  I  have  often  wondered  why  the 
trout  at  times  take  my  artificial  flies  (if  sunk  with 
some  degree  of  skill  and  address)  quite  keenly 
when  there  is  not  even  the  sign  of  a  rise  nor 
indeed  of  fish  life  either  in  stream  or  pool.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  I  hold  to  the  theory  that 
the  flies  are  nipped  up  by  the  hungry  and  im[>atient 
trout  whilst  in  the  act  of  ascending  to  the  surface, 
especially  where  the  temperature  of  the  water  is 
such  as  to  afford  no  grounds  for  the  theory  of 
the  files  in  their  sub-imago  state  being  palsied  by 
the  cold  water  in  the  act  of  ascending,  and  thus 
drifting  down  in  mid- water  more  dead  than  alive. 

Two  lines  of  Thomas  Hood  (with  a  very  different 
meaning)  rise  to  my  mind  while  pondering  upon 
the  wonderful  process  by  wliich  the  Ephemeridae 
obey  the  behest  of  Nature's  laws  in  order  that  the 
trout  should  be  supplied  by  food — 

"  Gifted  with  noble  tendency  to  cUmb — 
Yet  weak  at  the  same  time." 

And  surely  it  is  not  beyond  possibility,  that  the 
delicate  organism  of  these  "airy  nothings,"  with 
their  gauzy  wings  and  transparent  bodies,  should 
at  times  make  the  effort  to  hatch  out.  and  in  the 
attempt,  either  become  paralysed  by  extra  cold 
water,  or  die  outright ! 

One  or  other  theory,  it  seems  to  me,  we  must 
accept,  as  the  reason  why  a  sunk  fly  at  times  kills 
so  many  trout  where  the  floating  fly  proves  a 
frost,  and  even  the  merely  "  wci-fly  "  would  not 
bring  much  luck. 

On  so  exceptional  an  occasion  as  the  one  I  have 
alluded  to — when  the  beginning  of  May  was  ushered 
in  amidst  frost  and  snow,  and  in  a  river  which  I 
consider  one  of  the  latest  in  Scotland — I  do  not 
wait  for  an  up-stream  wind  to  ruffle  the  pools 
nicely.  I  fish,  even  if  the  wind  blows  directly 
down-stream,  with  the  sunk  fly.  I  can  soon  tell  if 
it  will  pay  or  not,  and  on  the  Tummel  it  paid  very 
fairly  well. 

I  am  frequently  compelled  to  fish  across  and  down 
stream,  under  these  exceptional  circumstances ;  when 
winter  reigns  in  May.  The  smking  of  the  fly  then 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  deft  and  delicate  move- 
ment of  the  hand,  to  impart  an  appearance  of  the 
movement  in  a  Living  thing,  to  the  fly,  the  tail  fly 
in  particular.  The  line  is  suddenly  pulled  out,  and 
if  your  response  is  instantaneous,  the  trout  is  hooked 
as  a  rule.  There  are  times  when,  for  some  reason 
not  known  to  me,  trout  seem  to  be  able  to  seize  a 
sunk  fly  in  such  a  way  that  the  reel  makes  one 
screech — one  only — and  is  silent !  I  may  add  that 
I  have  had  at  times  the  same  kind  of  thing  happen 
when  salmon  fishing.  Salmon  fishers  say  that  they 
are  "  taking  short"  then,  and  so  it  is.  If  notes 
are  compared,  it  will  be  found  that  the  other  salmon 
fishers  above  and  below  us,  are  in  a  similar  phght 
for  the  day. 

But  this  is  away  from  my  subject,  and  now  I 
shall  tackle  the  system  of  using  the  sunk  fly  in  an 
up-stream  wind — which  is  the  manner  of  fishing  a 
sunk  fly  I  invariably  adopt,  when  possible. 

Imagine  a  pool  shallow  at  my  own  side, 
deepening  gradually  towards  the  further  shore, 
but  never  becoming  very  deep  water  even  there. 
Imagine,  further,  that  the  opposite  bank  is  high, 
abrupt,  and  well  lined  with  willow  and  other 
bushes  and  trees,  so  that  no  one  can  fish  it  there, 
and,  that  the  bottom  (firm  sand  and  gravel)  affords 
safe  and  easy  wading.  You  have  an  ideal  pool  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  my  plan  of  fishing  with 
the  sunk  fly  when  the  wind  is  blowing  up-stream, 
or  up  and  across  but  towards  the  deeper  side.  How 
shall  I  begin  and  where?  "CeZa  depend T' — yes, 
that  depends!  Sometimes  I  would  start  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pool,  and  wade  it  up  yard  by  yard. 
Sometimes  it  is  wiser  to  begin  at  the  top  and  wade 
downwards. 

Much  depends  on  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
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river,  on  the  individual  river's  natural  volume, 
or  whether  it  is  dried  up  by  drought,  or  brimful, 
yet  clear,  as  after  a  flood. 

To  wade  up  a  large  river  is  hard  work,  and  is 
often  an  absurd  waste  of  power  and  time.  Let 
anyone  fish  the  Tweed  when  full,  at  St.  Boswell's 
or  Kelso,  and  the  same  river  when  attenuated  by  a 
drought,  and  he  will  need  no  further  arguments 
of  mine.  But  whether  he  wades  up  or  down  he 
must  never  cast  his  fly  or  flies  down  stream.  On 
the  contrary,  he  must  cast  them  up  and  across. 
And  then  the  moment  he  has  done  so,  he  must 
instantly  lower  the  point  of  his  rod,  holding  it 
down  stream— never  up  stream  by  any  chance,  or 
that  cast,  believe  me,  is  worthless.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  several. 

For  one_,  he  must  recognise  that  he  wishes  to  let 
his  flies  sink,  and  yet  he  must  be  in  instant  com 
munication  with  his  fly  or  flies.  Therefore,  all 
helpless  and  useless  bagging  of  the  line  is  to  be 
condemned  mercilessly.  The  rod-hand  must  hold 
the  rod  close  to  and  nearly  parallel  to  the  water 
itself,  but  it  is  so  held  that,  when  the  angler  strikes, 
he  always  strikes  down-stream,  but  without  raising 
the  point  of  the  rod  one  atom. 

Now,  suppose  he  insists  on  raising  the  rod, 
what  is  the  result?  The  wind,  if  at  all  strong, 
bags  the  line,  and  tears  it  bodily  out  of  the  water 
in  all  probability. 

Herein  Js  half  the  secret  of  successful  fishing 
with  the  sunk  fly,  in  an  upstream  wind.  Do  not 
strike  hard.  I  had  almost  said,  do  not  strike  at  all 
if  you  have  kept  a  tight  line,  for  what  you  need  to 
do  is  to  let  your  reel  line  pay  out  easily  and 
rapidly  so  as  to  enable  you  to  play  your  trout 
deUcately.  The  tendency  is  for  the  first  mad 
rush  of  the  trout  to  fall  on  the  butt  and  middle 
joints,  and  to  avoid  this,  I  often  have  to  pull  the 
line  off  the  reel  with  my  left  hand,  till  I  can  play 
the  fish  on  the  top  and  middle  joints.  Once  I  can 
do  this  I  feel  I  have  that  trout  in  hand.  At  first, 
one  is  apt  to  lose  one's  largest  fish,  because  they 
go  off  like  a  rocket  before  the  play  of  the  top- 
piece  is  brought  into  use.  A  reel,  for  this  kind  of 
fly  fishing,  therefore,  can  hardly  pay  out  too  easily. 
All  that  is  wanted  is  a  reel  that  does  not  over-run 
itself.  Some  of  the  modern  reels  on  the  modified 
Nottingham  principle  would  be  the  best  of  all.  I 
use  the  ordinary  reel  with  ratchet,  but  I  have  it 
made  to  run  lightly. 

An  expert  in  this  style  of  fishing  switches  his  line 
above  him  and  across,  lowers  his  rod  down  stream, 
keeps  his  eye  on  the  line,  and  if  he  can,  also  on  the 
flies,  and  tightens  instantly  he  sees  the  indication  of 
a  pull  or  {at  first)  a  rise  at  his  flies.  It  is  well  to 
give  the  line  a  little  subtle  motion,  but,  always 
short  of  overdoing  it,  never  standing  still  long  in 
any  one  place,  but,  taking  a  step  with  every  cast 
and  landing  the  trout,  in  the  river,  where  he  stands. 
It  is  a  terrible  mistake  to  wade  ashore  with  each 
trout,  and  no  man  who  does  so  will  ever  become 
famous  as  a  record  maker.  He  is  wasting  his  best 
hours,  and  allowing  his  wiser  friends  to  kill  two  or 
three  trout  in  the  time  he  takes  to  kill  one. 

I  have  described  my  own  plan,  not  only  in  the 
pages  of  this  journal,  but  also  in  my  work— J'  Land- 
ing Trout  in  Mid-stream  made  Easy,"  I  first  named 
it — and  in  my  own  hands  nothing  could  be  more 
expeditious. 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  have  also  some  knowledge  of 
that  simple  but  practical  plan  invented  by  me,  but 
which  I  cannot  again  describe  in  your  journal,  space 
forbidding.  I  think  I  have  now  told  all  that  need 
be  said,  but  I  am  ready  to  answer  any  questions 
Mr.  Parsons  or  any  other  earnest  minded  man  may 
put  to  me  in  these  columns. 

I  am  so  well  aware  (as  I  have  said  akeady)  of 
the  weakness  of  the  pen  to  do  the  duty  of  the  rod 
m  this  particular  branch  of  fly  fishing,  that  I 
shall  answer  all  reasonable  questions  with  patience, 
and  also  with  pleasure— therefore,  use  me,  ye  who 
care  to  do  so,  at  least,  I'll  do  my  best  for  you,  I 
can'.t  say  fairer  than  that ! 

One  word  of  caution !  Do  not  let  this  ever  be 
adopted  as  your  usual  style  of  wet-fly  fishing.  No 
greater  blunder  could  be  made.-  Let  it  be  your 
crutch,  not  your  staff— your  exception,  not  your 
rule. 

When  you  find  it  difficult  to  keep  your  flies 
(and  reel  Une)  in  the  water  in  an  upstream  wind 
THEN,  my  friend,  don't  forget  this  article,  but 
switch  your  line  across  and  up,  lower  the  rod, 
etc.,  and,  if  you  don't  bless  me,  all  I  can  add  is— 
Please  don't  curse  the  poor  trout,  as  well  as  your 
would-be-helper-and -instructor.         E.  M.  Tod.  I 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursda/y  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
now  a  little  more  colour,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is 
a  milder  temperature  and  good  sport  would  be  had. 
Bank  anglers  have  done  very  poorly  except  in  the 
tidal  waters,  and  roach  fishuig  has  not  improved. 
Chub  and  pike  are  the  best  kinds  of  fish  to  try  for. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  a  member  of  the  K.P.S., 
out  with  Hone  in  the  Marlow  district  on  Wednesday, 
had  a  good  take  of  fish.  The  heaviest  chub  scaled 
31b.  12^oz.  There  were  two  others  over  31b.  each, 
and  the  smallest  of  seven  fish  scaled  over  21b.  7oz. 
The  heaviest  individual  roach  caught  in  the 
K.P.S.  competition  only  scaled  12Joz.,  and  that 
was  caught  at  Twickenham,  those  who  fished  higher 
up  the  liver  only  getting  a  few  small  fish.  Plenty 
of  deee  are  still  being  had  at  Teddington  Weir.  At 
Reading,  Mr.  F.  Weait  has  had  a  pike  of  7 lib., 
whilst  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  of  a  Reading  angling  club, 
had  one  of  ll|lb.  in  the  Pangbourne  waters. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Another  of  the  very  few 
remainmg  weeks  of  the  coaise  fishing  season  has 
gone  by  with  very  httle  improvement  in  the  way  of 
sport.  Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but  only  a 
few  small  jack  have  been  taken  ;  roach  are  still  very 
bad  feeders,  but  a  patron  of  J.  Sargeant  and  G. 
Vaughan  have  taken  a  few  chub  ;  these  fish  have 
fed  better  than  any  other  dunng  the  winter. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood).— The  first  salmon  of  the 
season  was  taken  on  Feb.  27  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant, 
a  splendid  fish  of  281b.  Mr.  W.  Stokes  also  had  a 
good  take  of  roach  on  Feb.  23,  taking  521b.  weight 
during  four  hours'  fishing,  the  largest  lib.  8ioz. 
The  same  gentleman  also  got  301b.  of  roach,  besides 
some  very  nice  chub,  up  to  4|lb.,  on  Feb.  25,  also  a 
pike  of  61b.  The  river  is  now  in  better  condition 
for  salmon-fishing  since  the  heavy  rains  of  Sunday 
last  than  it  has  been  since  the  opening  day,  Feb.  2 
— M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).— With  the 
Cam  in  perfect  order  anglers  would  be  delighted 
with  a  change  in  the  weather.  Little  has  been  done 
during  the  week  on  account  of  the  cold  and  the 
gloom.  A  few  enthusiastic  anglers  have  been  out 
after  the  pike,  only  with  small  bags  as  the  result 
of  hard  labour.  The  pike  utterly  refused  the  bait, 
they  are  now  seen  up  stream  in  great  numbers 
working  about.  With  settled  warmer  winds  expec- 
tations run  high  for  good  takes.  At  the  time  of 
writing  raining  and  mild. — John  O.  George. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  long-waited- 
for  March  1  opened  auspiciously  on  Wednes- 
day, when  lovely  weather  favoured  those  anglers 
who  had  prepared  their  rods  and  tackle  in  antici- 
pation of  a  good  first  day's  fishing.  At  the 
Weir  the  net  fishermen  slaughtered  no  less 
than  forty  salmon,  which  shows  that  there  are 
plenty  of  these  fish  in  the  stream.  Rod  anglers 
were  also  drawn  to  the  same  spot,  and  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin,  after  having  grand  sport  for  about  an  hour, 
landed  a  151b.  salmon  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
as  the  gaff  is  not  allowed  until  April  1,  the  fish  was 
"tailed"  by  Mr.  Barton,  a  gentleman  who  is  stop- 
pmg  at  the  Seymour  Hotel.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  also 
secured  an  81b.  fish,  which  was  tailed  by'  Mr. 
Distin.  There  were  a  good  number  jof  trout 
anglers  out,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  had  a  very  good 
basket.  The  water  is  in  fair  condition,  although 
there  is  a  little  snow  water  coming  down.  The 
question  of  restocking  the  river  with  trout  was 
discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Conservators  on 
Monday,  when  there  were  not  two  opinions  on 
the  matter,  and  it  was  generally  felt  that  whilst 
salmon  had  increased  in  number,  the  Board 
drew  a  large  revenue  annually  from  the  trout 
licences,  that  they  should  do  something  to  recom- 
pense those  who  paid  for  Ucences ;  and  it  was 
decided  to  spend  £50  in  3in.  to  Sin.  yearling  trout, 
whilst  the  places  and  time  when  they  shall  be 
distributed  is  left  to  a  committee.  It  is  "recognised, 
however,  that  the  pollution  is  so  bad  in  some  of  the 
tributaries  that  it  will  be  useless  to  place  them  there. 
A  number  of  .bull  trout  are  reported  in  the  higher 
waters,  and  these  should  be  cleared  out  if  possible. 
A  201b.  salmon,  which  was  dead,  was  recently  picked 
up  at  Buckfastleigh  by  the  water  baihff. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  lias  been  very  un- 
settled during  the  last  week,  rising  and  falling 
almost  daily.  Those  anglers  who  caught  the  water 
on  the  fall  were  the  lucky  ones.  In  the  Armath- 
waite  Hall  water  Dr.  Murray  and  his  keepers  each 
had  one,  181b.,  171b.  At  Armathwaite  Castle  I 
hear  of  three  fish.  In  the  Wetlieral  waters 
Mr.  W.  Pattinson  had  two,  181b.,  191b. ;  Mr. 
G.  Coulthard,  one,  221b. ;  Mr.  Illingworth,  one,  81b. 


At  Crosby,  Mr.  R.  B.  Wood  landed  a  151b.  fish,  and 
Mr  Beeeham  Hough  one.  At  Warwick  Hall,  Mr. 
C.  Liddell  one.  In  the  Association  water  near  Car- 
lisle Mr.  M.  Co  wen  one,  101b.,  Mr.  Edward  Brown 
one,  171b..  and  Mr.  R.  Scott  one,  151b.  In  the  first 
stream  above  Armathwaite  Weir  Mr.  Holhas  killed 
two  fish  on  Feb.  25.  This  is  very  eaily  for  spring 
fish  to  be  above  the  Weir,  and  it  was  not  known 
until  the  pass  was  erected  by  the  Eden  Fishery 
Board.  Water  to-day  (Wednesday)  thick  and  of 
Gre  barometer  is  rising. — Silver 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton).— Although  snow 
lay  on  the  ground  at  8  a.m.  on  March  1,  the  water 
was  in  nice  condition,  and  in  sheltered  places  the 
weather  became  genial  later  in  the  day.  A  hand- 
some dish  of  thirty-three  trout  and  graylmg  were 
taken  by  one  rod,  not  a  bad  opening  of  the  season. 
— Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  Exe  and 
its  tributaries  are  low  and  clear.  A  freshet  would 
be  welcome  to  farmers  and  anglers  alike.  A  few 
pike  and  some  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe," 
near  St.  David's,  Exwick,  and  Cowley,  and  some 
with  a  few  small  perch  in  the  City  Canal.  Sea 
fishing  at  Exmouth,  Starcross,  and  Teignmouth  is 
very  indifferent,  and  only  a  few  pollack  have  been 
caught ;  the  bass  and  mullet  are  plentiful  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Plymouth  Sound,  but  have  not  moved 
our  way  yet. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  fresher,  but 
still  low  and  clear,  and  the  weather  continues  very 
unfavourable  for  sport.  In  the  Hertford  water 
some  perch  (best  brace  l^lb.)  have  been  taken,  and 
roach  up  to  1  lb.  have  been  creeled  at  Rye  House. 
The  best  basket  of  roach  is  recorded  from  Ware, 
two  punt-anglers,  out  at  the  "Boom," getting  201b.  of 
those  fish  between  them  on  Feb.  25.  A  local  angler 
also  took  a  roach  of  1  lb.  8oz.  there.  No  sport  is 
recorded  from  the  lower  waters,  and  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  On  Feb.  26  a  gale  prevailed  in  the 
Lea  Valley,  and  roach-fishmg  was  a  farce. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lnjrgr  and  Arronr  (LeominBter)  — Both  streams 
have  been  running  in  good  order  for  fishing  up  to 
Wednesday  (March  1).  The  weather  has  been 
unsettled,  and  falls  of  hail,  snow,  and  rain  have 
caused  the  water  to  become  slightly  stained,  but 
will  soon  clear  if  the  weather  takes  up.  There  will 
be  very  httle  trout  fishing  done  in  either  stream 
until  the  weather  is  more  settled. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— A  good  deal  of 
rain,  snow,  and  hail  fell  on  Feb.  25  and  26,  and  put 
more  water  in  the  river,  which  it  greatly  needed. 
This  induced  several  rods  out  on  Feb.  27  and 
following  days  up  to  date  of  reporting  (Wednesday, 
March  1),  but  very  little  .sport  was  had.  The  wind 
kept  mostly  in  the  north,  the  very  worst  quarter 
for  this  river.  There  was  an  abundant  rise  of  Dims 
to-day  (March  1)  from  12  to  2  p.m.,  and  little  fish 
went  for  them  greedily,  but  (on  the  public  water 
here,  at  any  rate)  scarcely  any  takeable  fish  stirred. 
One  rod  to-day  took  five  fish,  averaging  a  quarter 
of  a  pound,  and  this  was  the  best  catch. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holy-well  Perry).— We  have  had  vei-y 
changeable  weather  here  during  the  week,  but 
those  who  have  braved  it  have  been  well  rewarded. 
Messrs.  Barnes,  Bois,  Clarke,  Moggett,  and  other 
gentlemen  have  been  among  the  tench,  roach, 
perch,  and  pike,  the  best  fish  19pb.  being  taken  by 
the  latter  gentleman;  so  this  head  of  water  is  well 
maintaining  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  very  best 
stretches  on  the  Ouse. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth.— Although  I  have  heard  of  a  few  tliat 
have  been  out  on  private  water  during  the  month 
of  February,  I  do  not  think  much  has  been  done. 
The  rivers  are  all  in  fair  condition,  but  at  present 
are  suffering  from  the  snow  water  from  the  moor. — 
William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  favoirrable  weather  for  anghng  was 
experienced  in  this  neighbourhood  to  the  close  of 
last  week,  and  Saturday  (Feb.  25)  especially  was  an 
ideal  spring  day,  and  as  the  water  in  all  these  streams 
was  in  excellent  condition,  anglers  were  very  busy 
and  good  sport  resulted;  but  since  that  time  it  has 
been  very  cold  and  rainy,  with  strong  winds  from 
north  and  north-west,  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
raising  the  water  in  these  rivers  very  much  above 
their  average  level,  and  as  this  unsettled  weather 
appears  likely  to  continue  for  the  present,  the  out- 
look for  the  commencement  of  the  trout  fishing 
season  is  very  far  from  being  auspicious. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Frosts 
and  fog  with  easterly  winds  have  not  been  con- 
ducive to  sport  during  the  past  week.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  recent  high  tides  have  affected 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  rivers.  Two  roach  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Norman  from  the  Ouse  of  close  upon 
21b.  each;  also  a  roach  l|lb.,  and  perch  of  lib.  by 
Mr.  A.  Snelgrove.  At  Chichester  Canal  fish  are  off 
feed,  and  the  takes  of  the  week  have  been  small. — 
George  F.  Salter. 
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Texne  (Ludlow).— The  water  in  this  part  has 
been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to 
Wednesday,  when,  owing  to  the  very  heavy  falls 
of  rain,  hail,  and  snow,  the  water  began  to  get 
coloured  and  to  rise.  Before^  the  change  in  the 
weather  a  few  were  out  fishing,  but  sport  has  not 
been  good.  Pike  have  been  tried  for  in  the  Ludford 
water,  but  sport  has  been  dull.  The  water  should 
be  good  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  with 
worm,  but  warmer  weather  is  wanted  before  many 
anglers  will  be  inclined  to  get  out.  Sport  should  be 
good  in  this  part  this  season.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  have  been  coloured,  but 
prospects  for  sport  amongst  trout  will  be  good  this 
season. — S.  Lxtdlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  weather  has  been  very 
cold  and  changeable  this  week,  snow,  rain,  and  hail 
have  been  had,  and  angling  has  been  quiet,  and 
the  water  is  now  slightly  coloured,  and  the  openinc 
days  for  trout  fishing  will  be  very  dull,  and  there 
will  not  be  much  sport  until  the  weather  gets  more 
settled,  when  sport  should  be  good. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley. — No  anglers  have  been  out  the 
last  few  days,  owing  to  the  high  winds  and  heavy 
showers  of  rain,  but  the  water  is  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  the  prospects  for  the  future  appears  to 
be  extremely  favourable. — W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  NeighlDouring 
Rivers. — I  am  pleased  to  say  our  rivers  are  more 
or  less  swollen  through  the  rains  of  the  last  few 
days.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tees  is  running 
heavy,  and  there  is  every  chance  of  a  good  quantity 
of  kelts  going  back  to  sea.  The  Tyne  is  not  pro- 
ducing any  fish  to  the  rod  fisher,  I  have  only  heard 
of  one  clean  fish  being  killed.  The  Coquet  is  full  of 
kelts  which  are  waiting  a  flood  water  to  clear  them 
out  to  sea.  There  is  a  better  all  round  prospect  for 
the  coming  season,  which  I  have  every  confidence 
will  prove  much  better  than  the  past. — Henry  A 

MUBTON, 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Owing  to  recent  rains  the 
river  rose  about  six  inches,  which  is  welcomed  by 
anglers  in  general  to  give  us  good  fishable  water. 
The  taking  flies  on  the  Usk  at  this  time  of  the  year 
are  the  Iron  Blue  Dun.  Blue  Upright,  March  Brown 
(male  and  female),  also  the  February  Red,  which  is 
a  most  killmg  fly.  A  good  season  is  anticipated. — 
E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  fishing  season,  which  commenced 
on  Thursday  last,  is  being  looked  forward  to 
with  interest  by  both  salmon  and  trout  anglers. 
It  is  difificult  at  the  time  of  writing  to  say 
what  the  prospects  are  hkely  to  be.  The  clerk 
to  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators 
reported  to  the  annual  meeting  "that  the  run 
of  salmon  during  last  year  was  excellent,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  lowness  of  the 
watp.r  during  many  of  the  fishing  months,  it  would 
certamly  have  been  one  of  the  best  seasons  on  record 
The  takes  of  the  rod  in  Monmouthshire  were  only 
moderate.  The  number  of  spawnino-  fish  on  the 
beds  during  the  winter  had  been  even  greater 
than  last  year,  when  it  was  considered  unprece- 
dented. The  run  of  smolts  to  the  sea  had  been 
fully  mamtamed.  Trout  fishing  was  very  good  and 
the  number  of  fish  in  the  spawnmg  beds  had  been 
remarkable.  '  The  river  has  been  exceptionally  low 
and  clear  all  the  winter,  but  there  has  been  a  few 
smaU  freshes  during  the  past  week.  On  warm 
days  a  short  time  ago  trout  were  seen  rising  freelv 
at  a  small  Dark  Blue,  and  on  the  opening  dav 
tliere  should  be  some  good  baskets  taken  No 
fresh  run  salmon  have  been  seen.  An  exceptionallv 
large  number  of  fish  have  been  seen  spawning 
between  Usk  and  Newbridge  through  the  lowness  of 
the  water. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— The  water  is  in  better 
condition  since  the  recent  rains,  and  some  fair  jack 
have  been  taken.  The  proprietors  purpose  a  com- 
plete restocking  before  the  next  season  opens 
Communication  is  now  much  improved  by  the  new 
electric  tramway  between  Cricklewood  and  Ede- 
ware. — H.  ° 

Wye  (Monmouth).— Fishing  has  been  at  a 
discount  during  the  past  week,  the  water  having 
risen  mto  mild  flood.  I  hear,  however,  that  a  sal- 
mon over  201b.  has  been  caught  by  a  visitor  at 
bymond  s  Yat.  Trout  also  are  still  being  taken  with 
natural  minnow  on  rollmg  bait,  and  there  is  some 
ground-fishmg  to  be  had,  but  pike  have  again  o-one 
off.  The  water  must  get  back  to  average  level  before 
much  good  fishmg  can  be  had,  although  the  fresh 
is  very  welcome.  I  noticed  a  query  in  last  week's 
issue  by  a  gentleman  who  wants  to  know  where  he 
can  get  coracles.  I  may  reply  that  Mr.  R.  Morgan 
of  Monmouth,  wiU  execute  as  many  orders  for  these 
as  are  sent  him.  These  are  in  constant  use  in  this 
neighbourhood. — Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  we  have  had  a 
variety  of  weather  for  some  days  now.  Everything 
It  present  is  against  angling,  being  very  wild  and 
stormy.    The  barometer  is  low  and  all  the  rivers 


and  their  tributaries  are  now  in  an  unsettled  state. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  and 
Wharfe  snow  is  Ijang  on  the  hills,    and  there 
is  about  two  feet  of  fresh  water  running  down. 
The  few   anglers  that  have  ventured  out  here 
done  very  little — in  fact,  next  to  nothing — since 
Feb.  25.    On  Feb.  25,  Mr.  J.  R.  H.  Bazley  had 
nice  sport  with  the  chub — his  basket  contained 
eight  chub  weighing  about  I21b. — in  the  Wharfe. 
Mr.  J.  P.   Pickersgill  had  nice  sport  with  the 
grayling  in  the  Yore  at  Boroughbridge  on  Feb.  25, 
securing  eight  very  fine  fish,  and  in  excellent 
condition.    Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Nidd 
during  the  last  few  days.    In  the  upper  reaches 
the    Harrogate    Conservative    Club    have  been 
turning  in  fresh  blood — namely,   trout  into  their 
water  at  Dacre  Banks.  The  Knaresborough  Anglers 
Club  recently  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the 
Elephant  and  Castle  Hotel,  Knaresborough.  Mr. 
F.  Schroeder  took  the  chair.    The  committee's 
report  was  read  and  adopted,  and  the  treasurer's 
accounts   passed  and   approved.      Prospects  for 
angling  are  very  poor.    The  weather  is  stUl  un- 
settled and  stormy.    Snow  lies  on  the  hills  on  the 
upper  reaches,  and  things  will  not  improve  until 
the  weather  settles. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds 
SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly  and  Conon. — Although  the  Beauly  river 
is  in  capital  ply  no  salmon  have  been  grassed  since 
the  opening  day,  when  Captain  Hugh  Eraser,  of 
Lovat.  had  a  nice  fish  on  the  home  beat.  Some 
excellent  baskets  of  sea-trout  are  being  had  in  the 
tidal  waters  by  the  Moniach  Castle  rod — Mr.  J.  F. 
Cameron  having  some  beauties  to  his  own  rod. 
Higher  up.  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of  Lovat^ 
and  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  have  had  good  baskets. 
The  trout  are  not  yet  so  well  conditioned  as  they 
will  be  by  the  middle  of  March.    Last  week  there 
was  apparently  a  run  of  salmon  in  the  tidal  part  of 
the  river,  for  several  otters  could  be  seen  disporting 
themselves  as  high  up  as  the  Ferry,  and  a  local 
sportsman  had  the  mortification  of  losing  one  of 
them  after  having  put  an  explosive  bullet  into  him. 
This  week  the  otters  have  entirely  disappeared,  and 
so  also  have  to  all  appearance  the  salmon.  Good 
salmon  fishing  is  never,  however,  expected  until 
the  very  end  of  March  and  the  beginning  of  April, 
although  the  river  is  one  of  the  best  early  sea-trout 
rivers  in   Scotland.     Conon. — So  far  no  salmon 
have  been  landed  on  the  Conon  by  anglers,  the 
river  beuig  so  far  unlet.    There  are  indications  of 
fish  on  some  of  the  pools,  but  the  nets  have  done 
very  badly  as  yet,  only  about  a  score  of  salmon 
having  been  landed. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— In  the  Double  Water 
of  the  Esk  a  few  nice  salmon  have  been  got,  Mr. 
McLellan  landed  a  small  salmon  of  51b.  in  the 
Willow  Pool,  while  Mr.  W.  Chambers  had  one  of 
1 71b.  on  Feb.  23.  Below  Longtown  spring  salmon 
are  fairly  plentiful,  but  very  difiicult  to  secure. 
Mr.  Makant  landed  a  small  salmon.  There  has 
been  little  rain  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  the 
river  is  running  rather  low  and  clear.  The  salmon 
fishing  commenced  in  the  Solway  on  Feb.  25  in 
rather  unfavourable  weather.  Few  nets  were  out 
in  the  Firth,  and  the  catches  were  anything  but 
encouraging. — Gilnookib. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgpay,  N.B.). — The 
whole  of  February  has  been  so  stormy  that  anglers 
could  seldom  venture  out.  Latterly  the  river  was 
ice-bound  all  over,  but  the  beginning  of  this  month 
promises  a  change  for  the  better.  Only  two  salmon 
caught  as  yet— one  of  13  Jib.  by  Lord  Garioch  on 
Bridge  Pool  Gledfield  water,  and  one  of  101b.  by 
Mr.  George  MacDonald  on  Invercharron  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— A  good  deal  of  rain  fell 
in  the  beginning  of  the  week,  which  shghtly  in- 
creased the  volume  of  water  in  the  river,  which  has 
been  the  lowest  seen  for  many  years  at  this  season. 
The  water  is  at  present  somewhat  discoloured  by 
the  rain  and  melting  of  the  snow,  but  soon  it  will 
be  m  condition  for  angling.  The  recent  stormy 
weather  on  the  coast  was  greatly  against  fish 
seeking  the  river.  It  had  also  a  detiimental  effect 
on  the  net  fishing,  which  has  not  been  so  good 
since  then.  Meantime  anglers  are  getting  poor  sport, 
and  few  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod  during  the  past 
week.  On  the  Manioch  Lodge  water  several  fish 
were  caught  last  week,  averaging  6Jlb.  Although 
the  net  fishermen  have  been  engaged  with  the  sweep 
net  day  and  night  on  the  water  in  the  vicinity  of 
Duff  House  they  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as 
they  were  in  the  opening  week.  The  net  fishermen 
along  the  coast  got  their  nets  damaged  by  the 
recent  storm,  and  put  into  position  about  the  end 
of  last  week.  Since  then  some  salmon  of  an  average 
weight  of  81b.  and  several  trout  averaging  over  lib. 
have  been  got,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  two 
boxes  were  sent  to  the  market. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augpistus,  N.B.).— Mr.  Pile, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  Feb.  24,  had  a  salmon 
of  12|lb.,  and  on  Feb.  28,  one,  221b. 


Loch  Ness  ^Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  20, 
Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Walker,  Glasgow,  killed  one  salmon, 
IS.ilb.  On  Feb.  21,  Major  H.  Lynch,  Buckingham, 
had  one  salmon,  lojlb.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  Walker 
killed  two  salmon,  16|lb.  and  91b.,  and  Mrs.  Walker 
two  salmon,  121b.  and  91b.  On  Feb.  23,  Mrs. 
Walker  had  one  salmon,  8Ib.  On  Feb.  25,  Major 
H.  Lynch  killed  two  salmon,  IGlb.  and  6^1b. — S. 

TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).  —  On  the  hotel 
water  on  Feb.  24,  Miss  Alma  Knight  caught  two 
salmon  181b.  and  171b.,  on  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Knight 
caught  one  16lb. — Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  Feb.  21  Capt.  Paterson  landed  a  salmon 
181b.  On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  D.  Willison,  one  17lb.  ;  Mr. 
C.  Willison,  one  131b.;  Mr.  D.  Connack,  one  171b. 
On  Feb.  25,  Mr.  Ormrod,  Manchester,  one  141b.  On 
Feb.  27,  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood,  Manchester,  one 
151b.  ;  Mrs.  Harold  Agnew,  one  161b.  ;  Colonel 
Hughes,  one  14|lb.  On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  G.  Norris- 
Midwood,  two,  191b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Lees, 
one  181b.  ;  Mr.  Joe  Howarth,  one  191b. ;  Mr.  Percy 
N.  Midwood,  one  181b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel.— On  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  water  on  Feb.  24  Mr.  Macnaughton,  Dumla- 
stair,  Rannoch,  had  a  salmon  of  221b.,  and  on  Feb. 
25  Mr.  George  Gow,  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel,  one  of 
181b.  On  Feb.  28  Major  Haynes,  Birnam,  had  one 
of  191b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river"  is  still 
low  and  clear — too  clear  for  good  sport — and  com- 
paratively speaking  few  fish  have  been  got  consider- 
ing the  amount  in  the  river  aU  over  from  source  to 
mouth.    There  has  been  a  considerable  fall  of  snow 
in  the  higher  regions  about  Balmoral  and  Braemar, 
where  curling  is  more  in  vogue  than  angling,  and 
the  chances  are  that  with  a  freshet  there  will  come 
the  much  needed  flood — -without  it  matters  will  go 
from  bad  to  worse.    On  the  Balmoral,  Ballater,  and 
Glentana  reaches  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
on  account  of  ice,   the  day  being  mostly  spent 
before  a  line  could  be  got  out.     On  the  Aboyne 
waters,  on  Feb.  24,  Mr.  Bash,  Sheffield,  had  three 
fish  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  181b.    On  the  Forest  water. 
Major  Bethune,  Portsmouth,  had  one  of  141b.,  but 
sport  has  been  very  poor  all  the  week,  and  some 
anglers  have  left  till  matters  improve.     On  the 
Woodend  water.  Captain  Quintin  Dick  has  creeled 
twenty-five  fish  since  the  opening.    Last  week  he 
had  five,  the  heaviest  being  171b.,  a  perfect  model 
fish.    On  the  Cairnton,  Lord  Penrhyn's  guests  have 
creeled  upwards  of    seventy,   and    Mr.  Duncan 
Davidson,  Major  Davidson,  Mr.  John  Byres  Leake, 
and  Mr.  Kirwin  have  run  up  a  score  of  over  fifty 
fish  on  the  Inchmarlo  and  Sluie  beats.    On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  section  almost  nothing  has  been 
done,  and  if  matters  do  not  improve  the  river  will 
be  entirely  deserted.    On  the  Banchory,  Park,  and 
Drum  waters  only  an  occasional  fish  i?  being  got. 
On  the  Kingcausie  water.  Professor  Cash  had  two 
of  81b.  on  Monday,  and  last  week  the  Professor  had 
one  of  161b.,  while  Shepherd  (keeper)  had  four 
weighing  181b.,  121b.,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Cowan, 
Banchory,  four,  weighing  61b.,  61b.,  81b.,  and  151b. 
On  the  Murtle  watel-,  Rev.  Mr.  (Christie  had  four 
nice  finnock,  but  they  are  not  in  the  river  in  force, 
nor  are  there  many  in  the  tidal  reaches.    Don  — 
Not  a  single  salmon  has  yet  been  creeled,  but  some 
good  baskets  of  finnock  have  been  made  in  the 
tidal.     Ythan. — This  river  opened  on  Feb.  25. 
About  a  dozen  rods  covered  the  Ellon  stretches, 
and  excellent  sport  was  got.     Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne' 
Aberdeen,  had  the  best  creel,  having   I51b.  of 
beautiful  finnock,  averaging  |lb.  each,  and  aU  to 
the  small  fly  and  on  a  10ft.  rod.    Jlr.  Gordon,  Ellon 

Castle,  was  out,  and  had  some  good  sport.  Ugie.  

On  the  tidal  waters,  which  opened  on  Saturday 
last,  Mr.  Wm.  Ingram,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Forbes, 
Inverugie,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Forbes,  Peterhead,  had  very 
good  baskets  of  finnock,  averaging  |lb.  Several 
other  anglers  were  also  successful,  but  the  waters 
are  too  small  and  clear.  The  prospects  are  on  the 
whole  good  with  an  occasional  fill.  Later. — Dee. 
— Professor  Cash  had  two  fish  on  the  Kingcausie 
water  on  Tuesday.  On  Monday  morning,  John 
Shepherd,  keeper,  found  two  fine  clean  rim  dead 
fish  in  this  water,  and  the  surmise  is  that  they 
have  been  poisoned  by  the  water  from  the  Culter 
Paper  Mills.  The  bmn  is  in  a  bad  state,  and  with 
the  small  waters  presently  running,  the  Culter 
water  and  the  reaches  below  are  completely  ruined. 
Anglers  have  been  leaving  daily  for  the  south, 
owing  to  the  small  waters  and  the  want  of  fish! 
Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  left  Kincardine  O'Neil  on 
Tuesday,  and  others  are  following  tfll  matters  mend 
somewhat.  The  coast  stations  have  fished  very 
indifferently  during  the  past  ten  days. — G.  M. 

Oich  (Port  Augrustus,  N.B.),— Mr.  Oldfield, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  Feb.  24,  had  a  salmon 
of  8|lb. ;  Feb.  27,  one,  91b.  ;  Feb.  28,  two,  261b.  and 
161b. 
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Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Iiairg,  N.B.). — 

Fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  on  Feb.  20,  Mr.  John 
Edwaids  Moss,  London,  landed  a  71b.  salmon  on 
Stone  Pool.  This  is  the  first  and  only  fish  this 
season,  but  the  river  was  not  fishable  owing  to 
ice, — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  stormy  weather 
wliieh  prevailed  throughout  February  militated 
against  sport — rain,  gales,  frost,  and  snow  in  suc- 
cession. The  following  fish  have  been  landed  by 
Mr.  Burness  and  party,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel. 
On  Feb.  11  one  salmon,  101b, ;  on  13th  a  14-pounder ; 
on  15th  one  of  16|lb.  ;  and  on  20th  one  of  12|lb. 
Weather  now  improving. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Rain  fell  on  Saturday 
night  last,  and  the  rivers  were  in  flood  on  Sunday. 
There  was  a  fvirther  rainfall  on  Monday,  and  the 
waters  were  in  good  order  for  bait  spinning  on 
Tuesday.  The  flood  appears  to  have  induced  a  few 
fish  to  run  to  the  rivers  this  week,  but  the  sport 
has  been  disappointing  on  most  of  the  waters. 
On  Wednesday  the  conditions  were  good  so  far  as 
regards  water,  but  a  cold  north  wind  was  blowing 
and  it  was  difficult  to  cast  a  fly.  The  Annan. — This 
river  has  been  in  good  ply  with  the  rain  which  has 
fallen  since  Saturday  night.  Fishing  in  the  Spittal 
pool  of  the  lower  waters  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  had  four 
pulls  of  salmon  and  missed  everyone.  A  salmon 
was  landed  in  the  Moffat  waters  of  Wamphray. 
On  March  1  Mr.  G.  P.  B.  Tandy,  of  Highcroft, 
Annan,  was  unfortunate  in  losing  a  nice  salmon  in 
the  Howes  -pool.  In  the  same  cast  on  March  1 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  a  clean  ran  salmon  of  171b. 
with  the  silver  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  W.  Wright 
landed  four  sea-trout  and  eight  herling  to-day 
(March  1).  These  were  all  unclean  (kelts),  and  were 
carefully  returned  to  the  water.  Several  salmon  were 
hooked  in  different  portions  of  the  upper  water,  and  a 
few  kelt  salmon  were  landed  and  put  back.  The  flood 
was  scarcely  large  enough  to  thoroughly  scour  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  a  rousing  spate  would  do  much 
good  at  present.  All  yellow  trout  are  being  put 
back  to  the  river  when  landed,  and  they  are  not 
generally  taken  by  Annan  anglers  until  about 
Easter.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  was  in 
flood  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  the  waters  have 
become  in  fairly  good  condition  to-day.  The  reports 
of  the  sport,  however,  have  not  reached  me  from  my 
correspondents  in  time  to  include  in  my  report. 
A  few  diseased  salmon  and  grilse  are  reported  as 
having  been  noticed  this  week,  but  the  numbers 
affected  with  the  fungus  are  slight  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  A  heavy  flood  now  would 
clear  out  all  the  weak  and  affected  salmon  to  the 
Sol  way,  should  one  occur  now.  The  weather  is 
somewhat  unsettled,  and  probably  more  rain  may 
fall  shortly.  The  Galloway  Rivers.  —  Little 
is  being  done  on  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry 
of  Galloway.  Floods  have  occurred  since  last 
report,  but  there  are  no  notes  of  sport  with  the 
rods.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — These  rivers  have 
not  opened  at  all  well  so  far,  and  there  are  no 
reports  of  fish  being  located.  The  sea  salmon 
fishing  nets,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Stair,  at 
Ballantrae,  have  not  commenced  fishing  yet, 
although  the  season  is  open  for  the  nets  to  do 
so.  The  lessees  consider  that  it  is  not  worth 
beginning  for  a  few  weeks  yet,  as  few  spring  salmon 
ascend  the  Stinchar  river.  The  Ayr  is  not  doing 
well,  though  the  pools  are  in  fair  order.  A  south- 
west gale  with  a  good  rainfall  will  be  the  first  thing 
to  improve  anghng  on  the  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
somewhat  low,  but,  on  the  whole,  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained.  The  weather  has  been  more  or  less  dull, 
with  occasional  rain-showers.  During  week  ending 
Feb.  28,  Mr.  Ernest  Shand  killed  two  salmon  of 
13ilb.  and  101b.  on  Lower  Stanley,  while  on  Burn- 
mouth  Colonel  Braun  had  one  fish  of  71b.  On 
Battleby  water  the  boatmen,  fishing  for  Mr.  Coats, 
landed  two  fish  of  201b.  and  191b.  Mr.  Henry  Peters, 
fishing  the  Murthly  Castle  water,  killed  five  salmon 
of  291b.,  221b.,  201b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  while  on 
Upper  Delvine  water  Mr  R.  L.  Scott  had  two  fish 
of  181b.  and  171b.,  and  Dr.  Sibbald,  one  of  161b. 
On  the  lower  water  Mr.  Grierson,  two  of  221b.  and 
181b.  On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  killed 
one  fish  of  201b.  on  Dalguise  water,  one  of  121b.  on 
Upper  Dunkeld,  and  another  of  181b.  on  Lower 
Dunkeld,  while  Mr.  J.  Thornton  landed  one  salmon 
of  341b.  on  Upper  Dimkeld.  There  is  a  good  show 
of  fish  in  the  Dunkeld  waters.  River  Tummel. — 
Fishing  the  Fishers'  Hotel  water,  on  Feb.  22,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Kemp  killed  one  salmon  of  121b.  River 
Lyon. — Fishing  the  Fortingall  Hotel  water,  on 
Feb.  17,  Dr.  H.  H.  Tooth  landed  one  fish  of  201b., 
and  Mr.  W.  Holzapfel  one  of  181b.,  and  another 
of  24Jlb.  on  Feb.  18;  Mr.  McNaughton,  Rannoch, 
had  one  of  221b.  on  Feb.  24 ;  and  Mr.  Geo.  Gow, 
Rannoch,  one  of  181b.  on  Feb.  25;  while  Major 
Haynes  killed  a  fine  fish  of  191b.  on  Feb.  28.  Loch 
Tay    (Killin    Hotel   Water).— Captain  Paterson 


had  one  fish  of  181b.  on  Feb.  21 ;  Mr.  D.  Willison, 
one  of  171b.;  Mr.  C.  Willison,  one  of  131b.;  and 
Mr.  D.  Cormack,  one  of  171b.  on  Feb.  22.  Mr. 
Ormrod  landed  one  fish  of  141b.  on  Feb.  25 ;  while 
on  Feb.  27  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood  had  one  fish  of 
151b. ;  Mrs.  Agnew,  one  of  161b.  ;  and  Colonel 
Hughes,  one  of  14pb. — -A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  has  been  somewhat  wet.  The  river  has  been 
rather  dirty,  but  it  is  now  clearing  up.  On  Feb.  21, 
one  fish  of  8ilb.  was  killed  on  No.  6  Beat ;  on  Feb. 
23,  one  of  16  Jib.  on  No.  3  Beat ;  on  Feb.  24,  one  of 
15ilb.  on  No".  8  Beat,  and  one  of  12pb.  on  No.  7 
Beat ;  while  on  No.  6  Beat  one  fish  of  91b.  was  got 
on  Feb.  25,  and  another  two  of  181b.  and  SJlb.  on 
Feb.  28.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  have  not  been  in  good  order  for  some 
days  owing  to  their  being  partially  flooded,  and 
to  the  presence  in  them  of  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  melted  snow.  There  has  been  no  salmon 
angling  to  speak  of  this  week.  The  net  fishers 
continue  to  do  well.  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  has  taken 
Ednam  House  water  for  the  spring  fishing. 
On  Carham  water  on  Feb.  16  Mr.  C.  Perkins  had 
two  salmon;  on  Feb.  18  he  also  had  two,  and  on 
Feb.  20  another  two.  On  the  Lees  water  on  Feb.  16 
Mr.  Plenderguest  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  On  Feb. 
20  Mr.  Millar  one  of  141b.  On  Cornhill  water  on 
Feb.  17  Dr.  Rutherford  had  one  of  9|lb.  On  Feb.  21 
Mr.  Mason  Scott  on  of  51b.  Trout  fishing  opened 
on  March  1,  and  large  numbers  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  the  takes  have  been  very  light. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagrh,  co.  Tyrone). — The  Ballin- 
derry  opened  on  March  1  with  the  water  very  high 
and  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  a  stiff  nor'- 
wester  blowing.  It  will  be  the  end  of  the  week 
before  it  has  fined  down  sufficiently.  The  early 
trouting  is  the  best  on  this  river.  Last  season  some 
20,000  trout  fry  from  Kilrea  Hatchery  were  turned 
into  the  river  below  here. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District.-^The  season  'opened  on 
March  1  in  very  unfavourable  weather,  a  chill  north- 
west breeze  blowing  very  strongly.  The  Sixmile, 
Clady,  Crumlin,  Glenavy,  Crossgar,  and  other 
streams,  and  the  Stoneyford  reservoirs  opened,  but 
very  little  was  done  by  flylfishers.  Bait  fishers  were 
out  on  the  Clady,  Crumlin,  and  smaller  streams 
with  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  high 
flood  since  Sunday  last.  Weather  very  cold,  with 
heavy  showers  of  snow  and  sleet.  A  good  run  of 
salmon  is  reported  on  the  Mocollop  water.  Colonel 
O.  L.  Evans  had  one  salmon,  151b.;  on  the  Ballyna- 
roon  water,  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  two,  81b.  and  101b. ; 
on  the  Ballyduff  water,  Mr.  G.  A.  Argles,  two,  81b. 
and  181b. — -W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co  Donegfal). — Wind  and  storm 
have  been  very  bad  in  this  locality  during  the  past 
week,  and  all  the  hills  in  the  surrounding  neighbour- 
hood are  covered  with  snow,  and  the  Bimdrowes 
River  is  in  high  flood  at  present.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper) 
was  out  for  a  short  time  on  Feb.  24,  and  landed  a 
nice  clean-run  salmon  of  91b.  weiglit.  At  time  of 
writing  the  storm  has  abated,  but  the  water  in  the 
Bundrowes  and  Lough  Melvin  will  be  in  an  un- 
settled state  for  fisliing  in  for,  some  few  days. — • 
M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Deel. — Sport  has  been  very  bad  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  month.  The  water  is  very  low,  and 
though  the  fish  remain  in  the  pools  they  will  not 
take  either  fly  or  bait.  A  few  salmon  have  been 
caught,  mostly  by  Mr.  Browning,  who  has  the  best 
part  of  the  river  leased  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
size  average  131b.  or  141b.  There  are  a  number  of 
rapids  and  weirs,  and  the  fish  have  not  water 
enough  to  negotiate  them.  Also  a  new  mill-race 
in  connection  with  a  carbide  factory  started  lately 
has  done  some  harm,  as  the  fish  go  up  the  race  and 
are  suddenly  left  stranded  or  stuck  in  the  pool 
round  the  turbine  wheel.  Then  in  the  river  itself 
the  continual  changing  of  the  water  caused  by  the 
lowering  and  raising  of  water-gates  in  connection 
with  the  factory  has  frightened  the  fish,  and  they 
will  not  take  either  fly  or  any  bait.  Old  and 
experienced  anglers  here  say  this  changing  of  the 
water  is  the  cause,  although  the  fish  can  be  seen 
wheeling  round  and  round  in  the  pools  beneath  the 
rapids.  Tliere  is  also  quite  a  number  of  spent  fish,  or 
"  slats,"  in  the  river.  Trout  are  plentiful,  but  the 
size  poor.  Pike  affords  good  sport.  I  caught  one 
of  4pb.  with  a  full-grown  waterhen  in  its  stomach. 
The  bait  I  used  was  the  Colorado  spoon.  Two  others 
weighed  71b.  and  101b.  respectively.  Since  I  have 
caught  a  salmon  of  71b.  with  the  Jock  Scott. — Tyro. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  high  flood  since 
Feb.  26,  and  weather  very  stormy  and  bitterly  cold, 
with  heavy  falls  of  snow  and  sleet.  Water  has 
fallen  considerably  as  we  write,  and  is  now  in  good 
condition,  and  sport  should  much  improve  dm-ing 
the  coming  week.    Colonel  Sillem  had  four  salmon. 


6|lb.,  7pb.,  101b.,  and  221b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  one,  81b.; 
Mr.  J.  O'Donnell,  two.  81b.  and  8|lb. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
McAuliff,  one,  91b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 
Lontrh  Currane,  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  improved,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out 
for  the  past  three  days,  owing  to  a  succession  of 
wind  and  hailstorms.  On  Feb.  22  Ned  Dennehy 
had  a  very  nice  salmon  of  12Jlb.,and  Denis  Currane 
a  fine  fish  of  13|lb. ;  on  Feb.  23  John  J.  Sullivan 
got  one  of  8|lb.  ;  Feb.  24,  Ned  Dennehy,  one  of 
81b.,  Tom  Sullivan,  one  of  9 Jib.,  and  John  J. 
Sullivan,  one  of  91b.— T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  above 
waters,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained. — T.  J.  D. 

Bloy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
nXayo). — River  in  flood  during  the  past  week,  and 
salmon  angling  out  of  question.  Some  nice  takes 
of  trout  were  got  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river, 
best  bag  twenty- three,  181b.  Tlie  present  high 
water  is  sure  to  improve  angling  by  bringing  in  a 
big  number  of  clean  salmon,  and  with  a  little  fine 
weather  good  sport  may  be  expected.  Both  loughs 
are  now  in  good  trim. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — I  fear  it  is  not  going  to 
be  as  prosperous  a  year  with  the  anglers  as  I 
piedicted.  There  are  now  five  draft-nets  fishing  in 
close  proximity  of  each  other  and  within  200  yards 
or  thereabouts  of  the  Weir  here,  and  since  they 
began  on  Feb.  12  there  has  been  only  one  salmon 
taken  by  the  rods.  As  they  fish  immediately  in 
front  of  the  rods  they  do  not  seem  to  leave  any  for 
them  to  catch.  In  the  nets  the  following  fish  were 
taken,: — Feb.  13,  Macken,  nine  salmon,  weighing 
from  91b.  to  181b.;  Feb.  14,  Macken,  two  salmon; 
Feb.  15,  Macken,  eleven  salmon;  Feb.  16,  Macken, 
eight  salmon,  and  Cullen,  five  salmon;  Feb.  17, 
Macken,  twenty  salmon,  Cullen,  six,  and  Galvin, 
tw ) ;  Feb.  20,  Cullen,  thirteen  salmon;  Feb.  21, 
Galvin,  five  salmon,  and  Macken,  two.  You  will 
see  by  this,  when  only  one  was  taken  in  the  same 
time  angling,  it  looks  pretty  hopeless  for  them.  The 
cross-line  fishing  on  Lough  Ree  has  been  fairly  good, 
and  they  are  catching  from  101b.  to  361b.  weight  of 
trout  per  day.  There  was  also  some  good  catches 
of  pike  on  Lough  Ree,  some  of  them  weighing  161b. 
— Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— A  rise  of  water  has 
taken  place,  and  now  most  of  the  pools  are  in  first 
rate  order.  We  have  pleasure  in  recording  this 
week  the  capture  of  another  very  large  salmon, 
one  of  43Jlb.  taken  on  the  Castle  fishery  by  Mr. 
John  Enright  ;  the  tneasurements  were  :  length, 
49in.  ;  girth,  27in.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  321b. ;  on  Landscape,  Major 
Montressor  killed  one  salmon,  321b.  Prospects  of 
sport  for  March  are  now  very  good. — John  En- 
right  AND  Son.  ' 

Shannon  and  Long^h  Derg  (Killaloe). — Anglers 
have  had  many  drawbacks  to  contend  with  during 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Weather  trouble  the 
worst  of  all.  Within  the  last  week,  however, 
matters  piscatorial  have  been  more  favourable,  and 
a  few  rods  have  been  fairly  successful.  I  myself 
saw  three  very  fine  springers,  301b.,  281b.,  and 
271b.,  all  taken  by  local  anglers.  Another  rod — 
a  visitor — who  tried  Lough  Derg  one  day,  got  a 
nice  mixed  bag — one  fine  salmon,  a  dish  of  nice 
trout,  and  seven  pike.  I  quite  expect  that  during 
March  sport  will  improve,  and  April,  which  is 
always  the  pick  of  the  basket  in  these  waters  in  the 
spring,  is  bound  to  fish  well. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Itlullingar). — 
There  is  no  salmon  fishing  in  the  Drogheda  district 
of  the  county  Westmeath,  but  very  large  numbers 
of  salmon  ascend  the  Boyne  tributaries  for  spawning 
purposes,  and  so  far  as  I  know  receive  no  protection 
whatever.  This  is  a  huge  mistake,  as  if  there  was 
adequate  supervision  of  the  streams  during  the 
close  time,  or  even  half,  it  would  ensure  a  golden 
liarvest  of  this  noble  fish  in  the  historic  river.  Even 
as  matters  at  present  stand  the  crop  of  salmon  fry 
is  wonderful,  as  wlien  casting  for  trout  in  the  lovely 
Dale  river  in  April  and  May  I  have  very  frequently 
hooked  three  yearhng  salmon  fry  at  a  time.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Agricultural  Department 
will  in  due  course  make  an  earnest  attempt  to 
develop  Irish  fisheries,  and  in  fact  have  already — 
as  an  instalment  of  such — given  pecuniary  assist- 
ance to  several  of  the  fish  preservation  societies. 
There  has  been  poor  trout  angling  owing  in  great 
measure  to  the  extreme  lowness  of  the  rivers,  and 
the  same  complaint  appears  to  be  general. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (Feb.  26). — Proceedings  in  the  Rhone 
Valley  last  week  have  scarcely  been  worth  reporting. 
New  rods  and  tackle  were  tried  on  the  Vaudois 
water,  which  was  found  gin  clear  and  low  with  no 
fish  rising,  but  one  fine  trout,  18in.  long,  was  seen, 
evidently  a  silvery  wanderer  from  the  lake.  At 
Sierre  there  has  been  as  yet  no  better  sport.  We 
must  "bide  a  wee." — Benvvyan. 
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STEEL  ROWING-BOATS  AND  PUNTS 

For  ^Pleasure  or  Fisliing. 


Built  like  a  Steel  Ship.  Entirely  supersedes  the  old  Wood  Boat.  Can  never 
warp  or  leak.    Air  chambers  prevent  them  sinking  even  when  full  of  water. 

You  can  leave  them  by  the  loch,  river,  or  seaside  without  protection,  and 

they  cannot  leak. 


THINK  OF  A  BOAT  THAT  NEVER  LEAKS  AND  IS  ALWAYS  SWEET  AND  CLEAN. 


16  ft.  Boat,  44  in.  Beam,  Weight  about  220  lbs. 

14  ft.     „     44  in.  „         „         „      210  lbs. 

lift      „     48  in.  „         „         „      200  lbs. 

14  ft.  Punt,  48  in.  „         „         „      200  lbs. 


£20 
£18 
£16 
£14 


Complete  with  Oars,  Rowlocks,  and  Rudder.  Crate  and  Packing  free,  carriage  paid 
to  any  railway  station  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

These  Boats  have  been  adopted  by  and  supplied  to  the  British  Government, 


Prompt  delivery  now  or  in  the  Spring  if  ordered  at  once;  but  cannot  guarantee  tliis 
later,  as  last  year's  demand  was  so  heavy  we  could  not  execute  all  our  orders. 


Catalogue  and  all  details,  with  copies  of  testimonials  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  use  these  boats,  will  be  sent  promptly  on  application. 

ARMSTRONG   &  CO., 

Sporting^  Gun  Department, 

Office:  115,  Nopthumbepland  Street,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 


IJstd.  1839. 


(J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         E^td.  issy. 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 
FISHING 
STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  { .^rX^Z.^.). 

Branch  :  85,  ST,  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


BEWARE 


of  people  assuming'  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Ogden.  iLlTOID  disappointment  by 
dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Jock  Sent 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANDFACTDRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACEE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

«Ja>s.   O^den's   ''IVfultum   in   [Parvo "   Fly   Rod,  21/- 

<Ja.s.   O^den's  N^ew  "  InYicta "   Fly  (i?e^iste]?ed),   6/-   pex*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  OAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenhann. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Fier). — The  only  pier  patrons  during 
the  present  week  have  been  Messrs.  TarUng,  Band, 
Larkman,  Savill,  Turner,  and  Young,  and  nothing 
approaching  decent  sport  has  been  experienced  by 
any  one  of  them  on  any  day.  The  few  fish  taken 
have  been  small  codling,  whiting,  and  pouting, 
no  flatfish  of  any  sort  or  size  having  recently 
come  to  hand.  Mr.  Turner  had  the  best  catch  of 
the  week  on  Feb.  28,  when  he  secured  half-a-dozen 
codling  and  a  few  pouting,  but  on  several  days 
the  total  catch  has  not  amounted  to  half-a-dozen 
fish.  The  water  to-day  (March  1)  is  in  good  colour, 
but  it  is  evident  that  but  few  fish  are  in  this  locaUty, 
and  prospects  of  sport  for  the  next  month  or  six 
weeks  are  about  as  poor  as  could  well  be  imagined. 
— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.  ) 

Plymouth.. — Mackerel  are  getting  more  plentiful, 
and  are  in  very  good  condition  during  this  month. 
Some  of  the  boats  have  been  doing  fairly  well.  I 
hear  that  one  of  the  French  trawlers  has  been 
catching  mackerel  in  their  trawl  by  not  letting  it 
out  so  deep  as  in  ordinary  trawling.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  catching  floating  fish  or  fish  that  swim 
near  the  surface  in  trawl  nets  so  constructed  that 
they  can  fish  at  any  depth,  especially  if  our  otter- 
board  arrangement  is  used  and  two  vessels  are  used 
instead  of  one.  This  is  very  often  done  on  the 
other  ^ide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  pilchards,  herrings, 
mackerel,  or  other  mid-water  fish  might  be  taken 
in  great  numbers  if  suitable  gear  was  used.  I  have 
designed  several  of  these  floating  trawls  for  various 
customers,  and  they  have  proved  very  successful. 
There  has  not  been  much  doing  on  the  piers  this 
week  ;  the  weather  has  been  rather  eccentric.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  include  mackerel, 
pouting,  conger,  smelt,  ray  anchovy,  sprat,  dab, 
turbot,  brill,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — 
William  Heaedek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valeutia. — Bad  weather  has  put  a  stop  to  fishing 
of  all  kinds  for  nearly  a  week.  Previous  to  the 
break  good  sport  was  being  had  at  pollack  and 
mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 


AistgijEes'  Association. 
The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
March  6,  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  ,Cripplegate  Institute, 
Barbican,  E.G. — B,.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Blenheim  Angling  SociEiy. 
At  our  meeting  on  March  1  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  A  gentleman  previously  pro- 
posed for  membership  was  duly  elected.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  last  competition  of  the  season 
on  March  12,  in  the  Harefield  section  (Springwell 
to  Jack's  Mill)  of  the  society's  fishery,  roach  and 
chub  only  to  count;  fishing  to  begin  at  10.45 
a.m.  and  cease  at  six  p.m.  Members  who 
visited  the  society's  water  this  last  week-end 
encountered  very  boisterous  weather,  and  those 
who  braved  the  elements  certainly  deserved  to 
have  met  with  better  success,  Mr.  Loudensack, 
however,  had  roach,  and  Mr.  Yarham  jack  from 
Harefield,  and  Mr.  Walker  chub  from  the  Uxbridge 
section.  A  programme  of  events  for  April  and  May 
will  be  drawn  up  and  sent  out  shortly.  Fishing  in 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  sections  ter- 
minates on  March  1 5,  but  in  the  Harefield  section 
roach  and  chub  may  be  taken  up  to  and  including 
March  31.— E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
After  the  storm  and  stress  of  the  two  business 
meetings  of  last  week,  and  pending  the  getting  to 
work  of  the  newly-elected  old  committee,  and  in 
view  of  next  week's  musical  night  at  Fetter-lane, 
and  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  March 
15,  a  curious  calm  established  itself  on  March  1. 
One  of  the  old-fashioned  ordinary  meetings  was  held 
under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 
The  welcome  absence  of  any  subject  for  discussion 
left  the  members  in  full  harmony,  and  the  evening 
was  filled  with  pleasant  chat.  Chat  cannot  be 
chronicled,  so  the  reporter  had  no  work  to  do  and 
simply  enjoyed  himself,  and  loft  the  rooms  at  an 
early  hour  assured  that  the  members  of  this  society 
when  left  without  anything  to  do,  did  it  pleasantly 
and  pleasurably,  and  like  men.  — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  of  the  C.L.P.S.  on  Tuesday  last — 
the  first  held  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern — was  well 
attended  and  very  successful,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
presiding.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  urgent  and 
important  business  that  detained  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez 
in  Liverpool,  that  gentleman  was  debarred  from 
reading  a  paper  before  the  society  as  originally 
intended,  the  society  postponing  this  item  with 
great  regret.  The  meeting,  however,  was  full  of 
interest,  although  fisliing  reports  were  few,  some 
jack,  taken  by  Mr.  Mcintosh,  being  the  only  catch 
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reported.  Dr.  LadeU  exhibited  a  fine  specimen 
(141b.)  of  the  ferocious  sea-wolf  or  catfish  (Anar- 
rhicas  lupus)  of  the  Blenny  tribe.  The  learned 
doctor  gave  some  interesting  particulars  of  this 
peculiarly  savage  creature,  and  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  instructive  and  entertaining 
exhibit.  Four  books  were  presented  to  the  library 
by  Messrs.  Dryden  (two),  Vincent,  and  Bentley, 
who  were  duly  thanked.  Mr.  Davison  showed  speci- 
mens of  new  floats,  which  were,  as  usual,  admired 
or  adversely  criticised.  Arrangements  were  made 
regarding  the  forthcoming  Naval  and  Fisheries' 
Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court.  Attention  was  also 
called  to  the  outing  to  Wraysbury  and  supper  at 
Horton,  on  Saturday,  March  11,  when  Mr.  Gilbert's 
roach  prize  and  Mr.  Higgs'  perch  prize  will  be 
fished  for;  the  names  should  be  sent  in  imme- 
diately, as  space  is  very  limited.  Members  were  also 
requested  to  note  that  a  supper  will  take  place  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  March  21,  when  a  large 
attendance  is  expected.  The  members  who  had  so 
well  managed  the  removal  and  the  arrangements 
leading  thereto  having  been  very  cordially  thanked, 
the  customary  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  proceedings,  which  were  very  pleasant 
throughout. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Feb.  28.  Amongst  the  business  trans- 
acted was  the  signing  of  various  leases  for  renewal 
of  fishing  rights  at  Kelvedon  and  Chesham. 
Please  note  that  the  postcard  relating  to  the  upper 
water  at  Kelvedon,  sent  out  on  Feb.  8,  is  cancelled. 
The  fishing  reports  this  week  were  few  in  number, 
but  some  capital  perch  and  roach  have  been  creeled, 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  taking  some  good  roach,  and  Mr.  A. 
J.  Saunders  had  perch  up  to  21b.  from  Theale. 
There  will  be  a  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next  at  seven  prompt,  and  a  discussion  on  "  Fishing 
Gut"  will  take  place  on  the  following  Tuesday. 
Members  who  have  not  made  application  for  diimer 
tickets  should  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  this 
function  is  fixed  for  March  28. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Jagels  presided  over  the  gathering  on  March  1 , 
at  which  an  exceptionally  large  attendance  sup- 
ported the  final  concert  of  the  winter  series.  With- 
out exception,  the  entertainment  provided  surpassed 
all  those  preceding.  Mr.  Horace  Holton  and  friends 
provided  a  delightful  orchestral  selection,  Messrs. 
Streetham,  Westrup,  Markwell,  and  Startup  were 
encored  in  their  quartettes,  and  Mr.  Streetham 
placed  attendants  under  an  additional  obligation 
by  his  delightful  rendering  of  a  cornet  solo.  Mr. 
Harmes  gave  "  Big  Ben,"  "  Have  Another,"  and 
"Somebody's  Sailor  Boy,"  with  immense  verve  and 
swing.  Mr.  Chapman  gave  "My  Juliet,"  "Noth- 
ing In  It,"  and,  n^|dless  to  say,  their  reception  was 
enthusiastic,  while  the  few  humorous  anecdotes 
with  which  he  wound  up  convulsed  all  present. 
Perhaps  the  features  of  the  evening  were  the 
recitations  by  Mr.  Arthur  Markwell,  "  The  Groom's 
Story,"  and  "Etiquette,"  which  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  were  rendered  in  a  manner  seldom  heard 
from  an  amateur.  The  chief  matter  of  angling 
interest  was  that  Mr.  Rayner,  by  recording 
101b.  I340Z.  of  chub,  won  the  club  championship 
from  Mr.  Attwood,  who  took  51b.  6oz.  of  roach, 
dace,  and  chub.  The  runner  up  had  the  consolation 
of  having  in  his  take  a  dace  of  lloz.  and  a  chub 
of  31b.  lOoz.— G.  W. 

Liverpool  Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association. 
[Annual  Dinner.] 

The  Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association  held  their 
third  annual  dinner  at  their  new  headquarters,  the 
Waterloo  Hotel,  Clayton-square,  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  23.  Lieut.-Colonel  S.  H.  Perry,  president, 
presided  over  a  gathering  numbering  from  forty  to 
fifty  gentlemen,  kindred  associations  being  repre- 
sented by  Messrs.  G.  Attwood  (Chairman  City 
Angling  Association),  H.  B.  Stable  (Chairman 
Liverpool  Angling  Association),  J.  Green  (Bootle 
Angling  Association),  etc.  The  president,  in  re- 
sponding to  the  toast  of  his  health,  communicated 
the  gratifying  information  that  they  had  been 
successful  in  seeming  some  very  fine  trout-fishing 
on  the  River  Tanat,  Montgomeryshire,  N.  Wales, 
besides  about  1000  acres  of  valuable  shooting  ground. 
These  acquisitions,  he  hoped,  would  be  the  means 
of  considerably  increasing  the  membership.  He 
also  announced  that  a  member  of  the  association 
had  presented  a  handsome  silver  trophy  for  com- 
petition, and  that  two  other  members  had  also 
offered  valuable  prizes.  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright,  chair- 
man, acted  as  M.C.,  and  the  meeting  proved  an 
unquaHfied  success,  particularly  in  the  musical 
portion  of  the  programme.  The  proceedings 
terminated  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright,  who  has  occupied 
that  position  since  the  formation  of  the  association 
for  the  valued  and  capable  services  rendered  by 
him. 
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Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  presided  over  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Feb.  27,  when  another  fine  pike  of  131b. 
was  exhibited  from  the  Keimet  at  Newbmy,  the 
captor  being  Mr.  F.  Mason,  who  was  fortunate  in 
securing  the  19pb.  fish  shown  on  Feb.  20.  The 
pike  was  caught  in  a  gale  of  wind  and  rain,  and 
Mr.  Mason  is  to  be  commended  for  his  pluck  in 
ventviring  out  in  the  terribly  bad  weather  which 
prevailed.  The  idea  of  holding  a  fly  and  bait 
casting  competition  on  a  small  scale,  open  to 
members  only,  at  Uxbridge,  at  the  end  of  March, 
was  mooted  and  most  favoiu'ably  received.  A 
committee  was  appointed,  by  whom  rules  will  be 
formulated  and  awards  decided  upon,  and  the 
members  furnished  with  a  programme  in  due 
course.  The  gentlemen  who  have  the  matter 
in  hand  are  peculiarly  competent  to  deal  with 
it,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  proposal  will  be 
warmly  received.  The  house  dinner,  which 
takes  place  next  Monday  (March  6)  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  at  7.30  p.m.  sharp,  should 
be  highly  successful,  as  a  large  number  of 
members  have  already  intimated  their  intention  of 
supporting  the  new  departure.  The  gold  medals 
and  silver  challenge  cups  awarded  in  1904  will  be 
presented  the  same  evening  to  the  winners,  and 
there  will  be  a  discussion  on  Lambourn  grayling  to 
follow.  This  latter  should  afford  instruction,  several 
expert  fly  fishers  having  signified  their  desire  to 
take  part  either  in  the  attack  upon,  or  defence  of. 
Thy  mall  us. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 


^otcs  from  i^c  ilortt). 


The  brown  trout  season  opened  all  over  Scotland 
on  March  1.  It  will  be  some  time  yet  before  big 
creels  are  made,  as  it  is  usually  April  before  anglers 
are  abroad  in  force. 


The  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  Bervie,  along  with  the 
latest  batch  of  Scotch  salmon  rivers,  opened  on 
Saturday  last.  About  a  dozen  anglers  were  on  the 
Ellon  reaches,  and  fairly  good  baskets  were  made. 

Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  and  party  have  had  fifty 
fish  on  the  Inchmarlo  Dee  water.  The  prawn  has 
been  strongly  in  evidence  of  late. 

There  was  a  considerable  fall  of  snow  on  Feb,  25 
on  Upper  Deeside — some  4in.  deep  at  Balmoral. 


On  Feb.  23  two  fine  fish  of  24pb.  and  211b. 
were  killed  on  the  King's  Balmoral  water  by 
Grant  and  another  of  the  Royal  keepers.  The 
fish  were  duly  despatched  to  the  King  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 


There  are  lots  of  fish  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Spey — as  far  up  as  Tulchan  Lodge  and  Nethy 
Bridge — but  few  are  being  got  owing  to  the  amount 
of  ice  on  the  water.  Hooks  3|in.  and  4in.  long  are 
being  used  on  the  Spey. 

The  Benchill  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  popular 
of  salmon  flies  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and  wherever 
salmon  may  be  killed. 


The  trout  season  on  the  Huntly  waters  does  not 
open  till  April  1.  Some  of  the  local  rods  think  this 
a  shame  when  fish  are  forward. 


Colonel  Davidson  has  taken  Arudilly  House,  near 
Craigellachie,  for  salmon  fishing  on  the  Spey. 

Not  one  single  fish  has  yet  been  creeled  on  the 
Don.  A  few  finnock  have  been  got  on  the  tidal 
beats,  but  nothing  bigger. 

The  salmon  fishings  along  the  east  coast  have  been 
unproductive  almost  ever  since  the  opening.  A 
ground  inshore  swell  is  keeping  the  fish  off. 

Hinshelwood,  a  keen  Glasgow  angler,  and  another, 
Duncan  McDormell,  were  drowned  in  Loch  Ness 
while  out  fishing  on  Saturday,  Feb.  18.  A  third 
angler  held  on  to  the  boat,  which  was  washed 
ashore.  The  day  was  exceedingly  stormy,  and 
none  but  the  most  foolhardy  would  have  ventured 
out. 


The  Ness  fishing  case  has  been  decided  against 
the  local  anglers,  and  in  favour  of  Capt.  Warrand. 
Those  wanting  fishings  on  the  town's  water  must 
needs  in  future  apply  to  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Southesk  died  last  week  at  his 
residence,  Kinnaird  Castle,  near  Brechin.  He  was 
a  keen  angler  in  his  day,  and  up  to  the  last  very 
generous  to  brothers  of  the  rod,  however  humble 
they  might  be.  Special  Scotch. 
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must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  more  samples  of  weather.  ■  We 
have  had  rain,  snow,  hail,  and  windy  arrangements, 
which  has  upset  all  angling  calculations,  and  sport 
is  for  a  time  at  a  standstill.    We  have  had  a  few  of 
our  hardy  members  out,  but  nothing  has  been  done. 
The  St.  Paul's  went  to  Stoke  Works  on  Sunday  lasti 
when  a  good  number  of  the  members  contested,  but 
hearly  the  whole  of  the  members  would  have  turned 
out  if  the  weather  had  been  right  previous  to  tlie 
departure  of  the  train ;  but  those  who  braved  the 
elements  were  not  rewarded  for  their  bravery.  The 
weather  changed  at   the   commencement  of  the 
contest,  but  only  six  members  succeeded  in  taking 
prizes.  The  Midland  Railway  Co.  run  a  special  train, 
and  the  club  reached  Birmingham  at  a  quarter  past 
six  in  the  evening;  a  large  number  of  bye-contests 
have  been  decided  upon;  since  my  last  note?  were 
forwarded.    The  Bellbarn  Club  are  due  at  LichBeld 
on  March  12.    The  new  Al  Society  fish  a  contest  in 
the  canal  at  Tamworth  on  Sunday.    The  Bacchus 
Society  are  due  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  Severn  at 
the  Ketch  near  to  Worcester  on  March  12  next. 
The  Imperial  Club  fish  a  contest  in  the  Canal  at 
Hatton  on  March  5.    The  West  End  Society  fish  a 
bye-contest,  on  March  12,  at  Alrewas  in  the  canal 
The  Dog  and  Partridge  fish  on  March  5  at  Lichfield. 
The  New  Bird-in-Hand  Society  go  to  Severn,  and 
fish  at    the    Ketch   on   March    12.     The  Malt 
Shovel   Society  fish  on  March  12   in  the  canal 
at  Hanbury  Wharf.    The  Edgbaston  Piscatoriah 
fish  at  Bewdley  on  March  12.    The  money  derived 
from   the  sale    of    tickets  to  fish  the  Victoria 
Park  Pools  at  Handsworth  has,   I  am  pleased 
to  say,  been  put  to  a  pood  purpose:  on  Feb.  27 
400  good  bream  from  Ford's,  of  Caistor,  Linsolnshire, 
were  placed  in  the  pools,  and  the  same  firm  have  ari 
order  for  1000  roacn  to  be  placed  in  the  pools.  We 
are  to  have  another  exhibition  at   Bingley  Hall, 
Birmingham,  on  March  23  next,  und  will  re:nain  open 
until  June  17,  when  a  display  of  specimen  fish  will 
be  made  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Anghng 
Association,  particulars  of  whish  I  will  give  next 
week. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  are  now  beginning  to  suffer  for 
want  of  rain.  Especially  is  this  noticeable  on  the 
Witham,  and  unless  there  is  a  steady  twenty- four 
hours'  downfall  very  soon  I  fear  that  little  more 
good  will  be  done^this  season  amongst  the  roach. 
This  week  we  have  again  had  a  remmder  that  the 
winter  is  by  no  means  over,  for  snow  has  at  times 
fallen  rather  heavily  and  sharp  night  frosts  have 
been  experienced.  Under  such  chmatic  conditions 
it  IS  needless  to  say  that  pike  fishing  has  not  been 
prosecuted  with  such  marked  success  as  it  was  a 
week  or  two  ago.  Nevertheless,  a  good  many  rods 
have  been  at  work,  and  those  on  the  Forty-foot 
have  not^done  at  all  badly  when  the  wind  has  been 
blowing  from  the  south  or  south-west.  As  an 
Instance  of  this,  two  rods,  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
killed  between  them  five  brace  on  the  reaches  south 
Df  Neslam  Bridge,  the  heaviest  scaling  6flb.  I  also 
lear  that  one  or  two  rods  have  been  getting  fair 
sport  on  the  lengths  at  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's 
bridge.  One  of  the  pike  killed  in  this  vicinity  on 
Feb.  25  weighed  SJlb.  Very  few  anglers  have  been 
ieen  out  with  the  roach  rod. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  anything  but 
avourable  for  anglers,  consequently  very  few  have 
asited  our  local  waters;  but  should  the  weather 
mprove  during  the  week  sport  should  be  fairly 
;ood,  for  most  waters  are  in  nice  order  for  opera- 
ions.  Last  week-end  a  few  good  roach  were  shown 
it  the  various  club  houses  in  the  city,  and  chiefly 
rom  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull.  Several 
lub  meetings  are  being  held  this  week,  and 
mportant  matters  brought  forward  for  the 
oming  season.  The  HuU  Angling  Preservation 
locietyhave  arranged  their  annual  cup  competition 
or  June  17  on  the  River  Ancholme  atFerriby  Sluice, 
^he  HuU  Amalgamation  council  meeting  was  held 
t  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  March  1,  where  impditant 
matters  for  the  coming  season  were  discussed, 
specially  the  Yorkshire  lishery  Board's  trout 
cences  for  the  season,  proposed  as  a  rod  tax  for 
oarse  fish,  also  the  Board  in  return  to  expend 
3me  of  the  funds  in  the  coarse  fishing  interest. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  change-  took  place  in  the  weather  here  on 
aturday  last,  the  wind  shifting  into  the  S.W.  and 
'ith  it  rain.  With  a  S.W.  wind  and  rain  one 
snerally  expects  that  warm  weather  will  follow,  but 
p  to  time  of  writing  it  has  been  very  cold,  with 
irong  squalls  of  ram  and  sleet.    The  back  fells  are 


again  white  with  snow,  but  not  apparently  to  any 
great  depth.  Still,  amongst  this  typical  March 
weather  trout  are  feeding,  and  anyone  who  cares 
to  risk  a  probable  wetting  and  a  certain  chiUing  to 
tlie  very  bones,  has  no  need  to  come  back  with  an 
empty  creel.  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of  thirty-two  on 
Monday  taken  with  running  worm,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  I  had  seventeen  with  the  fly.  Angling 
opened  generally  here  on  Thursday,  but  the  higher 
streams  will  not  be  of  much  account  until  the  snow 
gets  away. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bolhn  opened  on  March  1,  and  the  latest 
report  speaks  of  the  trout  as  "pretty  forward." 
Some  two-year-old  trout  have  lately  been  turned  in, 
and  a  few  days  remain  of  the  coarse  fish  season. 
The  Dee  at  Chester  and  Bangor  continues  to  attract 
a  lot  of  rods,  but  their  reports  are  strangely  at 
variance,  although,  as  a  rule,  fairly  satisfactory. 
Rossett  has  yielded  some  good  sport  to  Liverpool 
rods.  The  Bootle  Association  have  had  some 
good  sport  at  Llanymynech ;  they  are  due  there  again 
this  week  end,  then  follow  fixtures  at  Chester, 
Bangor,  and  Wrexham.  A  few  societies  are  daring 
to  discuss  the  question  of  an  outing  at  Easter.  A 
few  of  our  county  rods  are  reported  off  to  Lake 
Vyrnwy.    Good  luck  to  them  ! 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Beyond  a  few  isolated  cases,  hardly  anything  is 
to  be  heard  of  our  city  rods  turning  out.  Absolutely 
we  appear  to  be  given  over  to  football  and  golf. 
The  latter  game  has  deprived  anglers  of  their  repu- 
tation for  anecdotes,  and  now  we  hear  of  a  local 
water  being  spoiled,  the  fish  having  left  the  river 
near  the  links  on  account  of  the  "  language  "  of  the 
golfers.  Next  Tuesday  (March  7),  the  Royal  Walton 
AngUng  Society  will  have  another  lecture,  this  time 
by  Mr.  W.  A.  Campbell,  on  "  Peeps  into  Pond  Life." 
Are  capitalists  turning  their  attention  to  anglers  as 
a  means  of  making  money  ?  Some  interesting 
rumours  to  this  effect  are  floati-ig  about,  probably 
the  inflated  rents  for  salmon  fishing  have  upset 
certain  people. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  rose  about  eight  inches  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  28,  and  the  change  brought  down  a  tinge  of 
colour.  Colour  is  what  the  bottom  angler  requires. 
Sport  has  not  been  over  buoyant  since  the  despatch 
of  my  last  report.  High  winds  have  prevailed,  and 
only  select  places  have  been  fishable  with  any  chance 
of  success.  Chub  have  been  taken  at  Fiskerton  and 
Flintham  Hills,  with  pith  and  brains,  and  punt 
occupants  at  Wilford  (opposite  the  baths)  have 
scored  with  greaves.  Some  fine  perch  have  again 
been  caught  in  Wilford  lake  with  the  various  kinds 
of  worm.  Members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society 
were  out  at  Shardlow  on  Thursday,  Feb.  23,  and 
hoped  to  run  a  pike  or  two,  but  the  boisterous  wind 
proved  too  much  for  them.  Pike  fishing  may  be 
regarded  as  over  for  the  season.  Worm  votarie 
have  done  next  to  nothing  owing  to  the  long  con- 
tinued lowness  and  clearness  of  the  river.  Tuesday's 
(Feb.  28)  temporary  rise  may  produce  better  results. 
Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  myself  used  up  500  worms  on 
Feb.  23,  for  two  fish  only.  A  good  story  of  "  kind- 
ness rewarded  "  reaches  me  from  a  much  respected 
fishing  colleague.  It  seems  that  one  of  our  best 
known  and  cleverest  all-round  anglers  was  recently 
in  at  a  very  big  catch  of  very  big  pike.  His  good 
nature  is  proverbial,  and  a  tradesman,  often  boasting 
of  his  wealth,  asked,  as  he  had  "  poor  relations," 
for  one  or  two  for  distribution.  He  was  given  a 
number,  and  he  sold  the  lot ! 


chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 
The  president  proposed  the  health  of  the  secretary, 
Mr.  L.  F,  Higgs,  and  asked  him  to  accept  from  the 
members  a  .  handsome  roll-top  writing  desk  in 
recognition  of  his  valuable  services  to  the  association, 
and  to  Mrs.  Higgs,  for  the  help  she  had  so  often 
rendered  to  her  husband,  a  Royal  Worcester  tea 
service.  The  toast  was  received  with  musical 
honours.  The  prizes  were  then  distributed  by  the 
chairman. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  ara  just  now  much  interested 
m  the  decision  of  the  Yorkshir.)  Fishery  Board  at 
their  annual  meeting  held  at  York  on  Feb.  23,  to 
issue  in  accordance  with  a  mem  )randum,  licen-,-es  to 
fish  for  trout  with  rod  and  line  to  the  members  of 
any  angling  association  applying  for  the  same  at 
the  rate  of  a  shilling  per  head,  it  being  intended 
that  every  member  shall  take  out  a  trout  licence. 
In  return  the  Board  undertaks  to  spend  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  money  received  from  the  sale 
of  the  licences  upon  the  coarse  fishing  interests. 
No  money,  however,  is  to  be  spent  on  the  waters  of 
a  coarse  fish  angling  association  the  whole  of  whose 
members  do  not  take  out  hcences.  The  attitude 
of  Sheffield  in  standing  aloof  in  the  matter  is  but 
lightly  regarded  by  the  Conservators,  because 
anglers  in  the  locality  trouble  the  Yorkshire  waters 
very  little.  Tho  Board  decided  to  give  500  yearling 
trout,  or  their  equivalent,  to  various  associations  in 
their  district.  Tne  Black  Ox  A.C.,  Looming,  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  Saturday,  resolved  to  take  out 
the  £25  grant  in  two-year-old  trout,  and  that  half 
be  placed  in  the  club's  waters  above  and  half  in 
those  below  Leeming  Lock.  At  the  yearly  dinner 
of  the  Ripon  Working  Men's  Fishing  Club  recently, 
Mr.  F.  G.  Metcalfe,  the  chairman,  attributed  the 
diminution  of  fish  in  the  local  rivers  to  the  large 
number  of  anglers.  The  ravages  of  otters  in  that 
tine  trout  stream  in  the  vicinity  of  Thirsk,  the 
Codbeck,  is  engaging  serious  attention.  The  waters 
are  said  to  abound  in  them,  and  they  are  frequently 
seen  both  day  and  night.  Mr.  George  Dodsworth, 
of  Sowerby,  has  picked  up  on  the  bank  a  trout 
scaling  41b.,  which  had  been  worried.  Coarse 
fishing  generally  has  somewhat  improved  in  the 
York  district. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  all  in  good  condition,  but  there  has 
been  a  strong  wind  blowing  all  the  weak,  and 
although  there  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  sunshine, 
not  many  rods  have  been  out.  Messrs.  H.  Davis, 
T.  Jones,  Barker,  and  Thomas  caught  some  nice 
dishes  of  roach,  and  some  good  baskets  of  chub 
have  been  had,  about  the  best  of  which  were  C. 
Sandford  141b.,  C.  Stokes  12ilb.,  W.  Thomas  11  lb., 
and  Tyler  lOJlb.  Blood  and  brains  the  bait. 
Several  have  been  after  the  pike.  Mr.  H.  Thomas, 
of  the  Good  Intent  Club,  caught  two  good  fish  in  the 
Avon  ;  H.  Jones  three  small  ones  ;  several  had  single 
fish,  the  heaviest  7ilb. ;  live -baits  principally  used. 
In  the  Severn,  at  Camp  and  upwards,  some  small  fish 
have  been  taken  with  spinning  tackle,  all  under  51b. 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  rather  quiet,  still  the  nets 
have  nothing  to  grumble  at,  some  fine  fish  have 
been  taken  ;  retail  price  23.  6d.  to  33.  6d.  per  lb. 
The  trout  season  commences  on  March  2,  and  no 
doubt  some  anglers  will  be  after  them,  but  the 
general  opinion  is  that  the  fish  are  backward  this 
season  and  will  not  be  in  condition  for  another 
month.  The  St.  John's  Angling  Association  had 
their  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on 
Feb.  23  imder  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  John  Stokes, 
president  of  the  association,  Mr.  C.  James  in  the  v-ice- 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weither  has  been  very  stormy  for  the  past 
three  or  four  days  generally  throughout  the  country, 
but  especially  along  the  western  seaboard.  Angling 
has  been  out  of  the  question  on  a  couple  of  days 
even  in  the  most  sheltered  waters.  Previous  to  the 
bad  change,  things  were  looking  and  salm  >n  were 
taking  better  on  all  the  principal  rivers.  Lake 
fishing  also  showed  improvement,  and  the  prospects 
are  now  good  on  all  the  principal  lakes.  At  Water- 
ville  and  Killarney  spring  salmon  continue  to  arrive. 
At  the  former  place  salmon  are  getting  less  sluggish 
than  they  have  been  since  the  season  opened.  Good 
sport  is  confidently  looked  forward  to  in  the  near 
future  on  the  principal  salmon  fishings  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  lordly  Shannon,  the  Cork  rivers  and 
naany  of  the  northern  and  western  waters  should 
give  a  good  account  of  themselves. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  old  proverb  concerning  the  leonine  advent  of 
March  was  fully  justified  on  March  1,  when  the  new 
month  was  ushered  in  by  very  stormy  weather  not  at 
all  favourable  to  the  pursuit  of  the  gentle  art. 
Amongst  the  northern  rivers  which  opened  on  the 
1st  were  the  Bann,  Upper  Bann,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  Moyola,  Maine.  Sixmilewater,  and 
all  other  streams  entering  Lough  Neagh,  the 
Crossgar,  Moneycaragh,  Kilbroney,  Whitewater, 
Shimna,  etc.,  on  the  county  Down  coast,  and  on 
Fermanagh,  the  Erne,  and  its  lakes.  A 
special  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Con- 
servators was  held  in  Coleraine  Court  House  on 
Feb.  23,  Mr.  B.  Meenan,  J.P.,  presiding,  to  con- 
sider the  recent  decision  of  Judge  Orr,  who  at 
Ballymena  Quarter  Sessions  lately  afiirmed  a  dis- 
missal of  a  casein  which  Inspector  King  prosecuted 
Frazer  and  Haughton,  Ltd.,  for  having  allowed  the 
discharge  of  deleterious  and  poisonous  matter  in 
the  Mame.  It  was  contended  successfully  that 
because  no  dead  fish  were  directly  traceable 
to  the  effluent  that  it  was  not  poisonous.  It 
was  decided  to  take  counsel  s  opinion  on  the 
matter.  A  letter  from  the  Fisheries  Department 
was  read,  in  which  the  Department  intimated  that 
no  alteration  would  be  made  in  the  close  time  for 
salmon  and  trout  in  the  Coleraine  District  pending 
further  legislation.  The  following  resolution  was 
passed:  "That  the  Department  of  Agriculture  be 
requested  to  inform  this  Board  of  Conservators 
what  legislation  has  been  passed  since  the  year 
1896,  the  date  of  the  present  bye-law  fixing  the 
present  close  season  for  angling  for  salmon  and 
I  trout,  which  curtails  the  powei-s  then  possessed." 
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Sowings  bp  l^c  iSa^- 

^  "  A  crowd  is  not  company,  and  talk  is  but  a  tinkling 
cymbal  where  there  is  no  love  .  .  .  whosoever  is 
unfit  for  friendship,  he  taketh  it  of  the  beast  and  not 
from  humanity." — Bacon. 


Reports,  balance-sheets,  and  accounts  of  annual 
dinners  are  arriving  thick  and  fast.  We  hone  to 
notice  in  our  next  issue  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  Birmingham  ;  the  Reading  and  District 
A. A. ;  the  IJolton  A. A.  ;  and  the  Barrow  A. A.,  all 
of  which  are  evidently  in  a  flourisliing  condition. 


News  arrived  this  (Thursday)  morning  from  Mr. 
G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  to 
the  effect  that,  "  We  have  had  a  fairly  good  time 
1  ately  with  the  jack,  three  rods  within  the  last 
week  or  so  having  captured  eighty  fish  up  to  71b., 
and  a  perch  over  21b.  The  coarse  fishing  on  the  lake 
clos^-s  on  March  14  and  trout  fishing  commences  on 
April  1. 


Mb.  William  Archibald  Clowes  has  accepted 
the  post  of  treasurer  and  trustee  of  the  Printers' 
Pension.  Almshouse,  and  Orphan  Asylum  Corpora- 
tion, thus  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  Mr.  William  Clowes,  who  held  the  position  for 
over  twenty  years.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
this  post  has  now  been  held  from  father  to  son  for 
four  generations. 


Markley  :  "  Lend  you  a  hundred  ?  "  Borroughs  : 
"  That's  what  I  said,  old  man."  Markley  :  "  Huh  ! 
You  must  have  lost  your  senses!"  Borroughs: 
"  Well,  you  notice  I've  still  got  the  sense  of  touch." 
— Philadelphia  Press. 


When  troublous  care  assails  the  crown. 
And  you  feel  utterly  run  down. 
And  absolutely  sick  of  town. 

Go  fishing ! 
When  you  have  ceased  to  plough  for  pelf, 
And  feel  like  going  on  the  shelf, 
A  perfect  nuisance  to  yourself. 

Go  fishing ! 
When  all  the  world  is  black  as  ink. 
And  wliat's  the  matter  you  can't  think. 
Instead  of  giving  way  to  drink, 

Go  fishing ! 
Whene'er  your  liver  is  unruly. 
And  you  distress  yourself  unduly. 
As  may  hap  in  the  heat  of  July, 

Go  fishing ! 
When  Nature  smiles  in  manner  pleasant. 
On  all  mankind  from  prince  to  peasant. 
And  all  sufficient  seems  the  present. 

Go  fishing  ! 

When  your  cranium  its  natural  covering  has  shed. 
And  you  haven't  a  single  tooth  left  in  your  head, 
And  rude  boys  in  the  street  bid  you  go  home  to  bed, 
Cease  fishing ! 

 GOOSESTEP. 


It  is  only  recently  that  the  gender  of  "  lark"  was 
decided  by  "The  Smart  Boy"  as  masculine  and 
not  neutei-,  "  because  it  is  only  the  cock  bird  that 
sings."  The  same  precocious  youth  askei  his 
father,  an  eminent  lawyer  known  to  thousands  of 
anglers,  what  would  happen  if  a  chicken  strayed  on 
to^his  gaiden,  and  laid  an  egg.  "Why,  the  egg 
would  be  ours,  boy,  and  so  would  the  chicken." 
"Ve'y  well,  dad  :  but  suppose  a  peacock  should 
stray  on  to  our  preserves  and  lay  an  egg — to  whorn 
would  that  belong?"  "To  us,  boy,  certainly." 
"No,  dad,  you  aie  all  wrong;  peacocks  don't 
lay  eggs ;  it's  only  the  hens  which  perform  that 
domestic  operation." 


"  A  LITTLE  learning  may  be  a  dangerous  thing," 
remarked  the  Observer  of  Events  and  Things; 
"  but  the  man  with  a  little  learning  is  not  nearly  so 
dangerous  as  the  man  who  knows  it  all." — Y ankers 
Statesman. 

A  PIKE,  weighing  271b.,  is  leported  to  have  been 
caught  in  Wimbledon  Park  lake  on  Sunday  after- 
noon last. 

Simpson  :  "  I  wonder  what  kind  of  line  it  is  that 
Budkins  uses  when  he  goes  fishing.  It  always  breaks 
just  as  he  is  landing  the  '  biggest  fish  you  ever  saw. 
Sniffer  :  "  It's  nothing  but  '  yarn.'  " 


"  We  are  far  more  civilised  than  the  Romans." 
"  Perhaps,"  answered  the  man  with  an  artistic 
sense.  "  But  there  is  no  use  trying  to  pretend  that 
a  football  player  looks  as  picturesque  aa  a  gladiator." 
— Wcuhington  Star. 


A  FEW  weeks  ago  a  sympathetic  angler  offered  to 
sell  me  a  nearly  new  "  Dragnet,"  and  now  another 
sympathetic  friend  has  weighed  in  with  a  copy  of 
the  February  part  of  "  The  Health  Resort,  and 
journal  of  Spas  and  Sanatoria."  Really,  gentlemen, 
this  is  too  kind  of  vou.  Not  having  closed  with 
the  fiist  offer,  I  scanned  through  the  second  contri- 
bution, and  must  say  that  the  matter  set  foi'th  is 
most  entertaining,  and  makes  me  wish  that 
the  spare  time  would  come  my  way  so  that  I  might 
tike  advantage  of  the  many  cures  and  refreshers 
that  are  provided  for  the  jaded  and  fagged. 
It  really  is  extraordinary  the  amount  of  [satisfaction 
one  can  get  from  perusing  this  work.  First  you 
visit  Torquay,  the  charms  of  which  are  well  known 
to  most  anglers.  From  thence  you  trip  away  to 
the  Italian  lakes,  Lago  di  Lugano,  where — 

"  The  breath  of  spring  is  in  the  air, 
Soft  breezes  come  and  go." 

The  lakes  of  Switzerland  are  pleasingly  treated  in 
an  article  on  "Lake  Geneva  and  its  Environs." 
Onward  once  more,  you  reach  the  French  Riviera, 
with  its  charming  scenery,  foliage,  and  society ;  and 
finish  up  the  foreign  skio  by  a  trip  to  the  Nile,  from 
Philae » to  Wady  Haifa.  Having  tired  of  this 
rambling,  you  return  to  fill  up  the  remaining  spare 
time  by  visiting  the  mo-e  homely  but  no  less 
beautifvil  Star  of  Matlock,  Boscombe,  Hastings,  etc. 
"  The'Health  Resort"  is  really  a  charming  publi- 
cation, and  when  one  considers  that  the  chief  object 
of  the  proprietorship  is  to  find  suitable  places  of 
resort  so  that  the  medical  faculty  may  successfully 
combat  that  fell  disease,  consumption,  I  am  sure 
we  one  and  all  wish  them  every  success.  An  article 
on  the  "  British  Sanatoria,"  Crookbury  Ridges, 
gives  an  excellent  idea  of  the  endless  thoughtful- 
ness  and  many  kindnesses  that  are  bestowed  upon 
the  poor  sufferers.  This  work,  price  6d.,  is  published 
by  John'Bale,  Sons  and  Danielsson,  Ltd.,  83-91, 
Great  Titchfield -street,  W. 


^  "IF"  

Canto  I. 

"  If  I  were  fish 

And  you  were  man. 
What  would  you  do,  oh  little  fish?" 

"  I'd  try  and  hook  you,  little  man, 
And  of  you  make  a  dainty  dish." 

Canto  II. 

"  If  I  were  bird 

And  you  were  'gun,' 
What  would  you  do,  oh  little  bird  ?  " 

"I'd  aim  at  you  while  on  the  wing. 
And  to  the  market  braces  bring." 

C.\NTO  III. 

"  If  hunter  you, 

And  I  big  game, 
What  would  you  do,  oh  p'-owling  beast  ? "   j  ^ 

"I'd  stalk  you  as  you  now  do  same. 
And  do  as  do  the  most  to  least." 

The  Last  Word. 

"  Just  as  you  thought  ? 

Of  couise  it  is. 
Could  you  think  it  to  be  other  ? 

Put  aside  such  thoughts  as  nought, 
Their  consequent  compunction  smother  !  " 

— Wing. 


Last  Saturday  (Feb.  25),  at  Shepherd's  Bush, 
Dawsons  scored  another  success,  defeating  N. 
Brixton  Athletic  by  three  goals  to  love.  The  game 
was  fast  and  well  contested,  but  the  homesters  had 
most  of  the  play.  The  "Reserves"  were  engaged 
with  the  Electrical  Supply  Company's  Reserve,  and 
a  keen  and  enjoyable  game  resulted  in  a  draw. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  previous  form,  as  the 
"  Electric "  were  the  winners  of  the  first  match. 
To-day  (March  4)  the  first  team's  return  match  with 
the  Gresham  Press  (previous  result:  Dawsons,  6; 
Giesham,  0)  will  be  playeJ,  and  a  more  even  game 
is  anticipated.  The  Giejhams  are  confident  of 
victory  ;  so  are  Dawions. 

***** 

While  on  the  subject  of  "  Dawson's  Football 
Club  "  I  should  like  to  say  that  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Feb.  28,  they  held  their  first  smoking  concert  at  the 
White  Swan,  Tudor-street,  E.C.  There  was  a  very 
crowded  attendancs.  The  chair  was  taken  by  one 
of  the  vice-presidents,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  supported 
by  two  other  vice-presidents,  ;Mr.  Arthur  Marston 
and  Mr.  L.  E.  G.  Abney.  I  could  fill  a  column  with 
good  things  from  the  programme,  which  contained 
twenty-four  numbers.  Without  a  doubt  Messrs. 
H.  Cribb,  W,  V.  Marks,  and  T.  Bake,  who  had 
charge  of  the  musical  ar-ang'ments,  scored  a  huge 
success. 


"  Minute  allowances  of  butter  are  served  out  to 
those  who  would  gladly  consume  five  times  the 
quantity.  Where  the  house  income  makes  this  a 
matter  of  necessity  there  is  little  more  to  be  said 
than  that  it  is  often  a  costly  economy.  Enfeebled 
health  may  easily  entail  a  far  heavier  expense  than 
a  more  liberal  breakfast  would  have  done.  Cod-liver 
oil  costs  more  than  butter,  and  it  is,  besides,  often 
not  resorted  to  until  too  late.  Instead  of  restricting 
a  child's  consumption  of  butter,  encourage  it.  Let 
the  limit  be  the  power  of  digestion  and  the  tendency 
to  biliousness."  [I  endorse  these  remarks  from  the 
New  York  Medical  Times.  Economy  with  butter 
reminds  me  of  the  frugal  Yorkshire  housewife  who 
purchased  half-a-pound  one  -Saturday  and  the 
following  Saturday  by  continual  scraping  had  fib. 
left !] 


A  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  list  was 
paid  to  the  AUason  United  A.  S.  on  Feb.  28,  twenty- 
four  societies  wer  e  represented ;  in  the  coiu-se  of  the 
evening  foity-two  prizes  won  at  Ben  Abrahams' 
competition  at  Richmond  were  handed  over  to  the 
winners,  Mr.  Cannow  (Staines  and  Egliam  A.  S. ) 
being  first.  Mr.  H.  Woods  (WelUngtonj,  winner  of 
the  silver  medal  for  heaviest  roach.  Mr.  J.  Sim- 
monds  ( Allason  United  A.  S. )  ditto  for  dace. 


"  Who  goes  there  ?  "  "  Godfrey — Godfrey — 
Godfrey  de  Bouillon,"  stammered  the  young  actor 
with  his  first  two-line  part.  "  Supe  !  Supe  !  " 
yelled  the  imfeeling  gallery. — Pittsburg  Post. 


He  was  addressing  his  fellow  members  at  the 
club  :  "  Gentlemen,  when  I  was  a  bov,  I  was  once 
thrashed  for  telling  the  truth."  "  Yes,  my  lad," 
replied  Truthful  Tommy,  "  and  it  cured  you." 

The  Rules  op  the  Road  at  Sea — Sailing 
Vessels. 

On  Starboard  Tack.  ; 
On  starboard  tack  with  yards  braced  tight, 
See  that  your  red  and  green  are  bright. 
For  every  ship  that's  in  your  way  ti 
Must  clear  your  track  both  night  and  day. 

On  Port  Tack. 
But  if  on  the  port  tack  you  steer,  i  ; 

Stand  by  !  for  you  must  then  keep  clear 
Of  every  close  hauled  ship  ahead. 
No  matter  whether  gi'een  or  red. 


HoBB  :  "  What  kind  of  cigars  does  Hilbin  smoke?  " 
Nobb  :  "  The  kmd  you  put  in  your  pocket  to  enjoy 
later." 


"  Monopoly  is  the  causa  of  our  financial  troubles," 
said  Mr.  Torkins.  "  No,  Charley,  dear,"  answered 
his  wife.  "  I'm  sure  you  are  mistaken.  There  isn't 
any  racehorse  by  that  name." — Washington  Star. 


"  I  wonder  if  it's  really  true  that  fish  is  a  brain 
food  ?  "  "  Well,  I'm  sure  they  have  some  effect, 
for  every  time  my  husband  goes  fishing  he  comes 
home  too  dizzy  to  stand  up." 


Clergyman  :  "I  caught  your  son  fishing  last 
Sunday,  Mr.  Bunks."  Mr.  Bunks  :  "  Ah !  then 
that's  the  reason  I  couldn't  find  my  fishing-rod  when 
I  wanted  it." 


Housemaid  (bringing  in  a  string  of  wriggling 
fish)  :  "  Here's  some  fish,  mum,  that  the  boy  has 
just  brought."  Mistress  (utterly  unpractical) :  "  Oli 
the  poor  things  !  Why,  they  must  be  aUve  !  Tell 
Thomas  to  get  a  bucket  of  water  and  drown  them. 
I've  heard  that  drowning  causes  less  suffering  than 
any  other  way  of  killing." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe-lane,  E.C.  (Host  Chaplais),  will  take  place  ab 
the  Cow  and  Calf,  Eastfheap,  on  Saturday, 
March  4.  The  indefatigable  hon  sec,  Mr.  Siil 
Ransom,  has  succeeded  in  arranging  a  really 
splendid  prog  amine  of  music,  recitations,  etc.,  and 
the  dinner,  under  the  management  and  supervision 
of  Brother  "  Lychno "  Wrigglesworth,  wi'l  be 
worthy  of  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Brown.  Come 
early — that  is,  don't  be  late — the  covers  will  be 
removed  at  .lix  o^clock  sharp.  Those  who  care  to 
dine  on  the  stairs  or  in  the  bar  parlour  may  have 
half-an-hour's  grace.  Mr.  John  Lees  has  kindly 
consented  ^to  occupy  the  vice-chair,  supported  by 
many  well-known  London  and  provincial  anglers, 
and  the  cVai-man,  according  to  the  programmo, 
will  be  DBAaNEi. 
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letters  to  the  Ebttor* 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

\  .  SPEECHES  AT  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB 
'  DINNER. 

Dear  Sib, — As  an  old  angler  in  the  west  of 
Ireland,  I  always  read  with   much  interest  the 
■    speeches  made  at  the  dinner  of  this  club.    There  is 
one  point  upon  which  the  club  need  some  enlighten- 
ment.    Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  in  his  otherwise 
excellent  speech,  appears  to  have  adopted  the  now 
fashionable  error  that  the  supply  of  salmon  depends 
-  mainly  on  Acts  of  Parliament.    He  remarks  that 
"  the  continual  diminution  of  salmon  in  some  of 
our  finest  rivers"  is  "  a  source  of  great  anxiety," 
and  adds,  "  we  all  know  that  the  main  cause  is  the 
"over-netting  at  the  mouth  of  rivers." 

Lord  Claud  Hamilton  has  been  angling  in  Conne- 
mara  for  the  last  two  or  three  seasons.  The  most 
famous  of  all  the  Connemara  sporting  rivers  is  that 
of  BalUnahinch.  It  is  a  perfect  toy  fishery,  lakes 
and  rivers  abound  amid  the  wildest  and  most 
historic  region.  I  remember  when  it  was  netted 
regularly  at  the  mouth,  and  when  the  lakes  afforded 
glorious  sport.  For  many  years  past  the  netting 
by  arrangement  with  the  owner  has  been  stopped 
altogether.  What  is  the  present  condition  ?  There 
are  fewer  salmon  than  ever  was  known  in  the 
netting  days. 

The  Corrib  River,  which  flows  into  Galway  Bay, 
has  never  relaxed  its  netting,  and  last  season  ranks 
among  the  most  glorious  angling  years  the  river 
has  known.  The  laws  of  Parliament  are  one  thing, 
but  the  laws  of  Nature  are  those  which  rule  our 
rivers.  To  conform  to  these  should  be  the  aim  of 
all  interested  in  this  salmon  question. 

Let  us  demand  from  Parliament  that  which  is 
legitimate,  and  which  interferes  with  no  man's 
rights  or  property.  What  is  needed  is  aid  from 
those  in  authority  to  protect  the  spawning  fish,  and 
to  clear  away  pollution  and  obstructions.  Rain  for 
upper  waters  to  hatch  the  ova  and  preserve  the  fry 
cannot  be  secured  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
therefore  we  must  have  seasons  of  failure  to  be 
patiently  endured. — Yours  truly,  L.  A.  H. 


WHICH  KILLED  WHICH  ? 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  chance  of  its  being  of  interest 
to  some  of  your  readers,  I  send  you  the  following 
incident  re  otter  and  pike,  as  related  to  me  by  a 
local  fisherman : — 

About  a  month  ago  he  saw  on  the  bank  of  the 
River  Nore  an  otter  and  a  pike  lying  close  together 
dead.  The  pike  was  about  101b.  weight.  His  idea 
is  that  the  pike,  after  being  seized  by  the  otter,  had 
in  some  way  managed  to  catch  hold  of  him,  and 
that  as  neither  woyld  let  go  they  had  perished 
together.  If  possible,  it  is  a  curious  example  of 
"  the  biter  bit." 

Will  you  kindly  in  a  future  issue  say  what  a 
"Ben  fish"  is.  I  see  it  mentioned  under  Scottish 
Reports  (Border  Esk  and  Liddle)  in  your  issue  of 
Feb.  25. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  no  floods 
salmon  fishing  in  Nore  during  February  has  been 
nearly  nil. — Yours  truly,  W.  B.  W. 

[Perhaps  "Gilnockie"  will  kindly  define  the 
"  Ben  "  fish.— Ed.] 


ON  DYEING  FEATHERS.  ETC.,  FOR  SALMON 
FLY  TYING. 

Dear  Sir, — "Purple,  Red,  and  White"  asks  me 
rather  a  difficult  question  when  he  asks  how  to  dye 
a  blood-red  colovir,  and  he  also  wants  the  "  true 
and  correct  shade."  But  so  few  people  agree  as  to 
what  blood  colour  is,  let  alone  the  correct  shade  of 
it,  that  I  long  ago  discarded  the  term  "  blood-red 
colour"  for  that  of  ruby,  and  I  believe  that  is  the 
colour  your  correspondent  is  looking  for.  If  Craw- 
shaw's  ruby  dye  will  not  give  him  his  idea  of  blood- 
red,  let  him  try  Crawshaw's  cardinal  dye,  and  I 
feel  pretty  sure  that  from  one  of  them  he  will 
obtain  tho  shade  he  desires. 

As  "  Purple,  Red,  and  White "  hails  from  ths 
north  of  Iceland — a  part  of  the  world  I  am  well 
acquainted  with — it  strikes  me  that  he  may  be 
hunting  for  the  colour  used  in  the  shoulder  hackle 
of  that  most  excellent  fly,  the  Judge,  so  popular  in 
that  district,  and  I  could  hardly  undertake  to  say 
which  is  the  best  shade  to  use  in  it — that  got  from 
ruby,  or  that  from  cardinal  dye ;  both  are  very 
good,  but  I  think  that  I  prefer  ruby.  He  will  also 
get  another  shade  of  this  so-called  blood-red  if  he 
first  dyes  his  materials  in  turmeric,  and,  secondly, 
in  either  of  the  above-mentioned  dyes, 
k  If  "Purple,  Red,  and  White"  cannot  get  the 
shade  he  wants  from  either  of  the  three  methods  I 
have  described,  tried  upon  hackles  of  white,  cream 


colour,  or  red,  I  will  be  pleased  to  forward  for  him 
samples  of  hackles,  among  which  he  might  find  a 
shade  nearer  to  what  he  wants  than  those  he  has 
himself  obtained,  and  with  a  note  of  how  the  shades 
were  got.  But  he  and  all  others  must  work  and 
experiment  for  themselves,  trying  different  dyes, 
such  as  claret,  crimson,  and  scarlet,  and  mixtures 
of  them. — Yours  truly,  Ichabod. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  may  be  interested  to 
have  the  following  particulars  of  pike  caught  by  a 
friend  and  myself.  On  Dec.  8,  1904,  Mr.  W. 
Boughton  and  I  succeeded  in  landing  eight  nice  fish, 
the  largest  being  21Jlb.,  a  fine  jack  41in.  long 
(head,  11  Jin.  ;  girth,  20Un.).  This  was  a  very  rough 
day  with  sleet  squalls  dviring  the  whole  day,  and  the 
fish  were  taking  baits  very  carefully,  and  we  missed 
several,  one  taking  our  baits  five  times  in  half-an-hour 
within  10  yards  of  the  same  spot  every  time,  even- 


not  break  it.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
fish  must  have  taken  the  line  in  his  mouth  and  cut 
it  on  his  teeth.  However,  it  was  my  turn  next,  and 
I  succeeded  in  bringing  to  gaff  a  fine  female  of  14ib. 
Between  this  and  I}. .'50  p.m.  we  landed  seven  fish, 
the  smallest  G'flb.,  the  largest  24Jlb.  This  fell  to 
my  good  fortune,  and  it  gave  me  rare  good  sport  for 
ten  minutes  or  so;  measurements  are  :  41  in.  long, 
girth,  22jin.,  and  head,  12iin.  We  then  had  no  more 
sport  until  five  o'clock,  when,  on  drawing  in  my 
bait  ready  to  pack  up,  it  was  taken  away  by  a  nice 
jack  of  14Jlb.  ;  tho  eight  fish  weighed  921b.,  and 
created  a  sensation  in  this  town,  as  I  displayed  seven 
of  them  in  my  window  for  two  days,  having  left  one 
behind  with  the  keeper.  I  am  having  the  hook  put 
in  the  case  with  the  2411b.  fish,  as  I  have  caught 
at  least  twenty  fish  on  this  one  hook,  and  never 
missed  one  with  it ;  it  is  a  "  Bickerdyke  "  snap  by  J. 
Peek  &  Son.  I  am  enclosing  two  photos — one 
of  fish  and  one  of  Mr.  Oldman  and  myself — • 
thinking  they  may  interest  you.    The  fish  of  2l^lb 


Mr.  a.  Oldman. 


Mb.  J.  G.  Brown. 


Good  Sport  With  the  Pike.' 


tually  breaking  my  friend's  tackle  and  getting  away. 
On  Feb.  2  Mr.  A.  Oldman,  of  Harleston,  and  myself 
had  a  day  on  one  of  our  lakes  or  meres  in  a  boat. 
This  was  a  very  windy  day,  at  times  blowing  a  gale. 
We,  however,  succeeded  in  bringing  nineteen  pike  to 
gaff,  the  largest,  however,  being  81b — total  weight, 
751b.  On  the  next  day  (Feb.  3)  we  sought  fresh 
waters,  and  were  rewarded  with  a  splendid  catch,  the 
fish  fighting  well  and  giving  plenty  of  sport.  We 
started  fishing  about  ten  o'clock  and  fished  away 
diligently  until  two  o'clock  without  any  sign  that 
fish  were  in  the  water,  but  we  had  been  told  by  the 
keeper  they  were  there,  but  that  they  were  always 
asleep  ;  however,  about  two  o'clock  away  went  my 
friend's  bait  ;  he  very  carefully  tightened  his  line 
ready  to  strike — he  turned  and  turned  at  that  reel. 
We  then  discovered  his  pilot  float  remained  in  the 
same  place  on  the  top  of  the  water  ;  on  getting  in  all 
his  line,  it  was  about  6  yards  less  than  he  cast 
out.    The  line  was  in  good  condition,  and  I  could 


and  24}lb.  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  Committee,  if  they  are  large  enough  for 
exhibition  purposes. 

I  may  say  that  I  only  took  to  pike-fishing  in 
October  last  ;  up  to  that  time  I  did  not  know  how  to 
bait  a  pike  hook.  I  think  this  must  be  something  of 
a  record.  As  you  may  imagine  I  am  now  an  enthusi- 
astic fisherman  and  a  careful  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette,  to  wliich  I  owe  several  useful  hints. — Yours 
truly,  J.  G.  Brown. 

Thetford. 


RESTOCKING  THE  TH.A.MES  WITH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Until  the  revision  of  the  Thames 
Fishery  Bye-laws  in  1893,  the  lowest  retainable 
weight  of  trout  was,  approximately,  somewhat  less 
than  half  that  of  the  present  limit,  and  worm  fishing 
was  not  illegal  ;  statist!  ;s  prove,  however,  that 
anglers  were  not  even  then  more  ready  to  subscribe 
to  restocking  and  preservation  than  "they  now  are. 


156 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  4,  1905 


and  this  association  was  on  the  verge  of  being  wound 
up  for  want  of  funds.  Other  associations  did  expire 
owing  to  the  same  reason.  I  am  afraid  it  requires 
considerably  more  tact,  persuasion,  and  conviction 
to  extract  a  subscription  from  a  man  who  is  without 
inclination  to  part  from  a  little  of  his  money — even 
for  a  good  cause — than  can  possibly  be  brought  home 
to  him  through  a  wrangle  over  so  many  inches,  more 
or  less,  of  fish. 

Apathy  and  selfishness  explain  a  very  great  deal. 
Those  who  will  work  and  pay  may  continue  to  do  so, 
and  get  more  hard  words  than  thanks  into  the 
bargain  for  their  pains,  in  many  instances. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Association. 

[Will  Mr.  Hobbs  kindly  say  what  the  limit  was 
before  1893.— Ed.] 

ROACH  ON  AT  THE  BOOM  SWni,  WARE. 

Dear  Sib, — We  beg  to  inform  you  of  a  nice  take 
of  roach  on  Feb.  25,  numbering  thirty-two.  The 
largest  was  lib.  7oz.,  four  others,  lib.  6oz.  each, 
and  several  over  1  lb.,  the  total  weight  was  241b.  2oz. 
We  were  fishing  at  the  Boom  from  a  punt  hired  from 
Mr.  Woods,  of  the  Barge  Inn,  Ware.  As  you  have 
had  such  bad  reports  lately.  I  thought  you  would 
like  to  hear  of  this  take.  We  also  caught  several 
undersized  ones,  which  were  promptly  retvirned. 
When  the  fish  were  hooked  they  fought  very  gamely, 
and  so  afforded  splendid  sport. '  Caught  by  yours 
truly,      G.  Skeates,  Sen.,  and  (3.  Skbates,  Jun. 

[Glad  to  hear  of  such  good  sport  with  the  roach  in 
Walton's  river,  now  so  much  abused  by  water  com- 
panies and  town  councils. — Ed.] 


THE  ABRAHAMS'  COMPETITIONS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  are  venti- 
lating Messrs.  Hennings  and  Gibbs'  grievance  in 
this  matter.  As  these  competitions  appeal  to  the 
public  in  general,  I  consider  it  incumbent  on  Mr. 
Abrahams  and  his  committee  to  render  an  explana- 
tion to  the  public  when  the  competitors  make  a 
direct  statement  of  being  unfairly  treated.  I  have 
asked  for  such  explanation  through  the  columns  of 
the  Surrey  Comet  several  times,  but  none  has  been 
forthcoming,  although  copies  of  the  paper  have 
been  forwarded.    Not  only  have  Messrs.  Hennings 


and  Gibbs  been  deprived  of  the  prizes  won  by 
them  and  their  entrance  fees  retained,  but  an 
imputation  has  been  cast  upon  their  characters, 
which,  if  sustained,  would  render  them  unfit  for 
the  company  of  any  fair  or  decent  angler.  If  these 
competitions  are  to  continue  and  be  encouraged, 
no  suspicion  of  hole-and-corner  work  must  attach 
to  them,  and  I  therefore  ask  the  favour  of  your 
columns  to  again  demand  an  explanation  from  Mr. 
Abrahams. — Yours  truly, 

Lobworm. 

Angling  Correspondent  of  the  Surrey  Comet. 


MR.  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL'S 
EYED-HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  personal  favour  might  I  ask  you 
or  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  where  I  can  procure 
really  good  small  sneck-bendeyed-hooks  for  fly-tying, 
sizes  0  and  1,  as  originally  designed  by  Mr.  Pennell  ? 
My  reason  for  troubling  you  is  that  so  much  rubbish 
is  now  sold,  and  in  every  way  unlike  what  the 
inventor  designed  in  the  first  place.  Frequently  I 
find  flies  dressed  on  hooks  so  long  in  the  point  that 
to  get  them  in  over  the  barb  is  not  possible,  and 
again,  the  eyes  so  badly  turned  that  fine  gut  will 
not  remain  round  the  neck  of  fly.  Lately  I  have 
seen  mention  in  your  interesting  paper  of  blue  steel 
eyed-hooks,  but  no  mention  of  where  to  obtain  them. 
I  nee  d  scarcely  say  that  I  have  no  other  interest  in 
this  matter  than  that  of  a  keen  fly  fisher,  and  a 
reply,  either  privately  or  through  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — Yours  truly, 

G.  H.  BoACK. 

[The  original  and  present  makers  of  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell's  eyed-hooks  are  Messrs.  Wm. 
Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch,  and 
Messrs.  Farlow  and  other  houses  keep  them  in 
stock. — Ed.1 


EYED  HOOKS. 
"'Dear  Sir,— Apropos  of  your  remarks  on  eyed 
hooks  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  you  will 
forgive  my  saying  that  so  long  as  you  use  the 
Turle  knot  with  my  hooks  you  cannot  do  the 
latter  full  justice.  The  "half-hitch  jam  knot" 
which  I  recommend  produces  an  absolutely  perfect 
attachment,  both  as  regards  the  "set"  of  the  fly 


and  the  "  unslippableness  "  of  the  fastening,  and  is 
as  easy  to  manipulate  as  any  knot  (except  the  old 
simple  jam  knot)  can  be.  In  other  words,  it  realises 
all  that  is  "  thinkable." 

This  much  I  say  as  to  my  own  turned-down  eyed 
trout  hooks  and  their  attachment.  With  regard  to 
the  upturned  eyed  hooks,  especially  as  applied  to 
dry-fly  fishing,  I  say  nothing,  because  I  know 
practically  little  or  nothing  of  dry-fly  fishing;  but 
if  correctly  made  they  ought,  I  think,  other  things 
being  equal,  to  be  at  least  as  suitable  as  the  pattern 
of  hook  with  the  eye  turned  down. 

Of  course,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  hook 
makers,  however  eminent,  to  work  to  exactly  the 
same  pattern  year  after  year  and  decade  after 
decade,  and  this  very  post  brings  me  a  letter  with 
two  hooks  supposed  to  be  of  the  same  pattern,  and 
made  by  the  same  firm,  in  which  the  disparity  is 
glaring.  I  enclose  the  letter  and  hooks. — Youra 
truly,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

P.S. — I  send  you  a  few  flies — all  I  have  by  me — ■ 
of  different  sizes  attached  by  the  half-hitch  jam 
knot,  all  of  which  have  been  used.  T  can  tie  the 
knot  on  to  a  fly  of  any  size  in  about  twenty -five 
seconds  comfortably.  I  also  send  a  bare  hook 
similarly  attached. 

[The  fastening  by  means  of  the  half-hitch  jam 
knot  is  very  neat,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  mere 
prejudice  on  my  part  to  prefer  ttie  Turle  knot ; 
all  the  same,  I  tnink  it  suits  small  cocked-wing  dry 
flies  better  than  any  other  knot,  as  tha  flies  are  8  > 
often  dressei  right  up  to  the  eye,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  half-hitch  jam  knot  s  lould  be  in  contact 
with  the  metal  of  the  shank.  With  the  Turle  knob 
this  is  not  essential,  as  it  cannot  sUp. — Ed.] 


DETACHABLE  MOTOR  FOR  BOATS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  25 
I  notice  an  inquiry  for  a  "  Detachable  Motor  "  for 
boats.  When  passing  through  Paris  the  other  day 
I  noticed  in  a  Krench  publication  the  very  thing 
your  correspondent  asks  for.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  photo  which  I  cut  out  of  the  paper  with  a  view 
of  sending  it  to  you  for  this  very  purpose.  It  was 
exhibited  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  which  was  closed 
when  I  was  there.  I  have  been  looking  out  for 
some  notice  of  it  in  the  recent  London  exhibitions. 


WALTER  JAR  VIS, 

Thirty  years  in  n  Redfliteh 
J^'ishintf    TncJele  Warehouse, 

IS  NOW  PKEPARED  TO  SUPPLY 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards  (six 

lengths  of  Gut),  tapered  I'F  to  4x,  9d.  each. 
BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards, 

tapered  tine  to  2x,  Gut,  7}d.  eacli. 
SECOND  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards, 

tapered  tine  to  2x,  Gut,  S+d.  eacli. 
A  GOOD  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards,  3d.  each. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  12  in.  fine  Gut.  4ld.  per  doz. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  4x  drawn  Gut,  15  in.,  71d. 

per  doz. 

ROACH  HOOKS,  to  1  yard  Gut  bottoms,  1/1 
per  doz. 

DRAWN  GUT,  Ix  to  4x,  12  in.,  2/-  per  100. 
DRAWN  GUT,  5x,  15  in.,  3/6  per  100. 


A. Liberal  Discount  allowed  to  Angling  Clubs  on 
parcels  of  30/-  and  upwards. 

Note  the  Address  : 

3,  ARCHER  ROAD,  REDDITCH. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

To  TLt&ti  —  A  Few  Rods 

On  four-and-a-half  miles  of  the  River  Hiz  ;  also 
TO  LEX  about  oiie-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
on  the  River  Oughton.  Both  rivers  well  stocked, 
Forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N, 
Railway). — Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com 
niander  Fbllowes,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery 
Hitchin. 


From  the  Great  North  Sea  Fishing  Port 

SEA  FISH  FROM 
LOWESTOFT. 

A.  HORREX,  mfch.nt, 

177,  London 
Road  North,  Lowestoft,  sends  Parcels 
of  Fresh  or  Dried  Fish,  rail  paid,  for 
remittances  of  2s.  6d.  upwards.  Say  if 
all  fresh  or  all  dry,  or  half  fresh  and  half 
dry  required. 

*,*  The  Editor  of  tite  ' '  Fishing  Gazette  "  thinks 
no  one  who  tries  Mr.  Em-rex's  Pish  will  he  dis- 
appointed. 


ROr>S  TO  LEX 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  Ma}--fiy  rise ;  1^  miles  ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually  ;  keeper 
found.  £15perRod.-Fullparticularsfrom 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
GAZETTE. 

The  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  the  Britisti  Empire. 


Price  6d. 


By  Post,  6|d. 


Offices  : 


22,  Essex  Stbeet,  Strand, 
London,  W.C. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  rtach  American  anglers  by  advertismg  !j 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
PORBIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch    Lane   Pornhili„  Londom 


ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Eeels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


o- X3  3ES  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKBRSGILL,  11,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  fefit. 
A.t  Supplied  to  the  Iroope  in  S.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Bzhlbitioa,  1883. 
Ot  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  4o. 
Sample  per  post       84.,  6d.,  l/>,  1/6  pee  bos. 
2  stamps.    PBOITT.  36,  Beak  St.,  Iiondon,  W. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

Beutscbe  .  / 
HnGler3eltung, 


Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Monthly.  Foreign  Annual  Subscription,  m,  8. 


F.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenburger  St.  i  k 


TO     BX3  SXTX 

for  the  last  fortnight  in  April  (including 
Easter  Week), 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING 

in  River  Deveron,  Aberdeenshire.  Rent, 
including  Farmhouse  accommodation 
and  the  services  of  an  experienced  ghillie, 
£25. — Apply,  F.  Collieb,  Haigh  Lawn, 
Altrincham. 

ROACH &TROUT—Fisliers'single  hair, 

50  .selected,  2/6;  100,  4/6.     Roach,  bottoms, 

half-dozen,  2/-.    Worms  in  flax,  1/3,  2/6. 
PICKERSOILL,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holheck,  Leeds. 


15th  YEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(15th  TEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 


"Le  Pecheur." 

Ofpce :  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  W,  Paris. 
Angrlers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULB  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


March  4,  1905 
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but  apparently  it  was  not  brought  over.  Yon  will 
notice  that  the  thing  is  complete,  and  can  be  fitted 
to  an  ordinary  boat. — Yours  truly, 

D.  W.  Peossek. 
ri  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Prosser,  and  have  sent 
to  Paris  for  particulars  of  the  motor. — Ed.J 


FISHING  IN  THE  DANE. 

DE.4JI  SiE,— A  correspondent  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Feb.  11  wanted  to  know  of  fishing  in  the  Dane 
(Cheshire).  I  venture  to  answer  him  as  far  as  I 
know  of  fishing  round  Congleton.  I  suppose  he 
means  trout  fishing.  There  is  only  one  or  two 
lengths  he  can  get  permission  to  fish.  Mr.  J.  Coutes 
Antrobus,  of  Eaton  Hall,  Eaton,  grants  day  tickets 
if  you  give  date  you  wish  to  fish  on,  and  I  'am  told 
only  allows  one  party  on  the  river  at  a  time,  so  if 
you  asked  for  a  day  some  one  else  had  a  ticket 
granted  for,  you  would  be  refused  on  that  condition. 
This  length  IS  good  fishing,  nearly  all  trout,  and 
well  wooded. 

He  could,  if  he  could  get  a  reference  from  a 
member,  get  a  day  ticket  for  the  Congleton  Associa- 
tion at  2s.  6d.— by  the  way,  this  is  only  granted  to 
persons  hvmg  more  than  six  miles  from  Congleton 
This  also  is  good  fishing.  Tickets  from  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  H.  Lister  Reade,  West-street,  Congleton 
There  is  about  three  miles  of  tliis  fishing,  and  most 
on  both  banks  ;  it  is  situated  below  Congleton  Below 
this  fishmg  it  is  nearly  all  dace  and  chub.  There  is 
some  good  fishing  above  Congleton,  but  nearly  all 
reserved.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Antrobus'  fishing  is 
above  Congleton,  and  starts  at  Havanna  if  you  fish 
upstream. 

Could  you  or  any  correspondents  say  if  there  is 
any  way  of  preserving,  or  keeping  in  order,  rubber 
boots  ? 

Be  the  rainbow  trout  feeding  from  the  hand,  I  had 
a  strange  experience  while  fishing.  I  was  reeling  in 
after  having  a  single  tug,  the  fish  having  apparently 
left  the  bait,  when  in  lifting  the  worm  from  the 
water  a  foot  from  the  bank,  a  fish,  which  I  presume 
was  the  one  that  bit,  rushed  up  to  the  bait  and  took 
part.  I  had  it  on  for  about  half  a  minute,  but  was 
so  astonished  I  did  not  strike  properly.  The  fish 
took  the  bait  just  above  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

P.  R. 


TOURNAMENTS. 

Dear  Sie, — An  excellent  thing  in  American 
tournaments  is  the  variety  of  events.  I  expect  we 
are  all  pleased  to  hear  that  new  rules  have  been 
drawn  up  for  a  number  of  competitions.  Would  it 
not  be  as  well  to  make  these  rules  public  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  Also,  if  the  approximate  date  could  be 
given,  those  who  take  fishing  tiips  could  arrange  so 
that  the  two  did  not  coincide. 

Does  "  Glanrhos  "  suggest  that  I  am  advocating 
physical  force  ?  Hardly,  as  I  am  only  TJst.,  and  not 
over  strong. 

No  doubt  the  proposed  exhibit  of  flies  dressed  by 
amateurs  would  be  popular  in  any  case,  but  pro- 
bably would  be  more  so  if  made  a  competitive 
event. — Yours  truly,  E.  B.  Buet. 


THE  FISHING  AT  KINGSTON. 

Dear  Sir, — Through  the  medium  of  your  paper 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  angling 
fraternity  to  the  absence — almost  entire,  I  may  say 
— of  spoit  to  be  had  from  the  sewage  output  (just 
below  the  bridge)  to  the  weir  fall.  Fish  early  or 
late,  take  advantage  of  likely  days  and  all  your 
experience  thrown  in.  the  result  is  the  same.  No 
sport !    Not  even  a  bite  ! 

Surveying  the  bank  from  this  outflow  one  notices 
a  slimy  scum  settling  on  the  stones  and  vegetation 
in  the  water  up,  or,  rather,  down,  to  the  weir,  about 
a  mile  or  so  away.  On  a  quiet  morning  the  surface 
of  the  water  is — ^by  the  banks — covered  with  slimy 
matter.  The  fish  have  taken  the  hint  and  gone  in  a 
body.  The  fishermen  alone  remain,  and  are  doubtless 
loth  to  leave  such  a  beautiful  stretch  of  water. 
But  they  get  sick,  too,  and  a  good  many  of  the 
older  craft  have  gone  till  better  times  return,  which 
is  doubtful. 

I  should  say  that  it  is  the  deodorised  sewage 
matter  which  is  causing  the  luischief,  greatly  to  be 
regretted.  Anyhow,  a  little  publicity  given  to  the 
matter  may  prove  acjeptdble,  act  as  a  hint,  and 
tend  to  solve  the  myateiy. — Youis  tiuly, 

Dan  Saundees. 

[Is  it  possible  that  a  town  like  Kingston  is  allowed 
to  pour  sewage  into  the  Thames  ?  Are  there  not 
intakes  of  water  compa«iies  below  ?  As  for  fishmg 
near  a  sewer,  I  cannot  understand  how  anyone  can 
find  any  pleasure  in  catching  fish  in  such  a  place  ! 
And  to  sit  there  and  not  catch  any  seems  impossible, 
especially  as  t}rphoid  might  be  caught. — Ed.] 


"SLIPON"  FLOATS  FOR  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  followed  with  much  interest 
your  instructive  article  on  floats  for  roach  fishing, 
etc.,  and  although  it  contains  patterns  enough  to 
please  the  most  fastidious  angler,  yet  I  venture  to 
send  yoii  one  or  two  more  whicli  I  have  found  useful. 
In  making  the.se  (amongst  many  others)  I  have  been 
guided  by  the  necessity  for  a  float  which  is  handy 
and  efficient  ;  my  experience  is  that  the  majority 
of  the  gaudy  floats  sold  drive  away  the  fish.  They 
act  as  a  kind  of  alarm  signal  in  clear  water,  and  it 
is  the  best  fish  that  recognise  it.  I  have  always 
found  the  best  to  be  those  which  pre.sent  no  well 
defined  form  or  colour — that  is,  one  neutral  tint 
only,  a  mud-green,  if  the  eyesight  is  good,  if  not, 
the  least  tip  of  white,  and  that  put  on  so  that  it 
cannot  be  .seen  from  below  wlien  the  float  is  tilted, 
similar  to  the  tip  on  fig.  J  of  enclosed  rough  sketch! 
Floats  for  removal  without  detaching  trace  saves 
trouble.  The  enclo.sed  three  are  some  I  have  made 
and  used  and  found  handy  for  light  fishing,  and  no 


A.  Two-quill  float.  Top  quill,  of  which  line  clip  F 
forms  part,  is  whipped  over  bottom  quill.  Line 
passed  into  bottom  spiral  ring  first,  then  a  turn 
round  float  if  to  make  extra  secuie. 

B.  Two-quill  float  with  quill  clip  E.  Cap  D  being 
put  on  over  bottom  end,  the  gut  is  passed  through 
corkscrew  ring,  then  under  tongue//,  which 'is 
slid  under  clip  E,  sideways.  If  large  float,  pass 
gut  once  round  it  before  securing  under  tongue  H. 

C.  Separate  clip-cap  to  any  quill  float.  These  caps 
should  be  made  from  stout  turkey-quills. 

J.  Quill,  dark.  L.  Mud-green.  iC.' White  top  not 
visible  to  fish  when  tilted.    Top,  cork. 

doubt  the  pattern  could  be  enlarged  upon  as  they 
have  one  recommendation  over  cap  floats — the  gut 
is  not  frayed  by  the  hard  pressure  of  the  cap,  it  is 
held  lightly  and  prevented  from  slipping  by  being 
coiled  once  or  twice  round  the  float,  which  presents 
no  angles  to  injure  the  fine  gut  when  striking  or 
playing  a  fish.  The  sharp  edge  of  the  quill  cap 
where  the  gut  passes  through  should  be  removed 
with  a  small  half-round  fret-wood  file. 

I  may  mention  that  the  enclosed  fioats  are  made 
from  goose-quills,  but  the  turkey-quills  are  the  best 
from  the  tail,  that  fall  out,  matured,  especially  so 
for  the  caps  and  clips.  Some  anglers  complain  that 
the  two-quill  float  comes  apart.  I  have  not  foimd 
this  so  if  properly  secured.    The  outer  quill  should 


be  split  as  far  as  the  whipping  is  to  go,  and  fit  tight 
over  the  inserted  quill,  leaving  the  split  a  little  open, 
and  previously  dipping  the  inserted  quill  in  varnish, 
whip  on  tightly,  when  the  open  split  will  allow  the 
outer  quill  to  bo  so  tightened  that  it  will  not  with 
fair  wear  part  again.  Please  do  not  trouble  to 
return  the  floats,  as  I  have  plenty  and  to  spare. — 
Yours  truly,  w.  B.  Tuck  (Capt.). 

FISHING  FOR  COARSE  FISH  IN  THE 
FENCE  MONIHS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  legal  query  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  heh.  4,  asking  whether  there 
is  any  Act  of  Pariiamont  or  bye  law  wliereby  a 
person  can  be  proceeded  again.st  for  fishing  for 
coarse  fish  in  close  season  in  a  running  stream, 
section  U  of  the  Freshwater  l-isheries'  Act, 
1878,  as  amended  by  the  Fiesh water  Fi.sheries'  Act, 
1884  and  1886,  imposes  a  penalty  on  any  person 
fishing  for,  catching,  or  attempting  to  catch  fiesh- 
watei-  fish  during  the  clo-e  time  in  any  river  or 
water  communicating  with  a  liver,  excepting  any 
person  angling  in  any  several  (private)  fisliery  with 
the  leave  of  the  owner  (the  leave  of  the  occupier  is 
not  sufficient),  or  in  any  public  fishery  unoer  the 
jurisdiction  ot  a  Board  oi  Conservatois,  with  the 
leave  of  such  Board — if  there  is  no  Board  there 
can  be  no  fishing  during  the  close  time  in  a  public 
fishery. 

The  close  season  does  not  apply  to  ponds  or 
wateis  that  have  no  outlet  communicating  with  a 
river. 

A  few  fishery  districts  have  been  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  the  close  season  for  all,  or  in  some 
cases  certain  kinds  of  freshwater  fish,  lor  instance, 
pike. 

I  beg  also  to  refer  to  the  report  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  31,  1900.  of  a  lecture  on  fishery 
law  by  Mr.  Archer  W.  White.— Yours  truly. 

CONSEKV  ATOR. 


WHERE  TO  FISH  AT  EASTERTIDE— 
"QUERIES   OF  A  BEGINNER." 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent  E.  S.  Lytte  J 
asks  you,  inter  alia,  "Can  you  advise  me  as  to  a 
good  river  (with  suitable  centre)  for  wet-fly  fishing  in 
Scotland  for  the  latter  part  of  April  (free,  or  by 
weekly  ticket),  brown  trout.    The  fish  should  not  be 
highly  educated  by  hard  fishing,"  etc. 

If  Mr.  Lyttel  could  only  grasp  the  fact  that  when 
Easter  approaches  the  numbers  of  tho.se  who  are 
anxious  to  find  some  such  good  or  even  fair  river- 
fishing   in   Scotland  is  enormous;  if,  further,  he 
realised  that  every  Scottish  town  of  any  importance, 
and  almost  every  village,  sends  forth  its  small  army 
of  anglers,  he  would  understand  that  he  is  asking  no 
small  thing  of  you,  Mr.  Editor  !     Year  after  year 
the  army  of  anglers  reared  in  Scotland  increases,  and 
the  invading  army  of  the  southerners  shows  no 
signs  of  diminishing;  and  yet  the  field  of  operations 
is  growing  surely,  if  slowly,  narrower  ;   and  parti- 
cularly for  the  beginner  is  this  so.  Rheumatism  and 
other  causes  have  of  late  years  removed  me  from 
the  list  of  those  who  are  eager  for  the  fray  at  Easter. 
This  being  so,  I  can  have  no  possible  reason  for  with- 
holding from  others  any  such  information,  as  I  am, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  on  the  retired  list,  simply 
because  without  waders  I  will  not  fish  ;  and  I  dread 
to  wade  because  of  my  rheumatic  condition,  which 
threatened  at  Christmas  to  render  my  left  shoulder 
quit©  useless.    Again,  I  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact 
that  if  a  real  expert  of  the  wet-fly  school  seeks  a 
change  of  scene  in  Scotland  or  in  the  North  of 
England,  to  him  there  is  always  open  a  plethora  of 
possibilities.   He  may  go  to  the  Tweed  or  its  tribu- 
taries, to  the  Deveron,  Don,  Tay,  Tummel,  Isla,  or 
Clyde,  and  find  sport.    I  say  maij  find,  I  do  not 
say  will  find,  good  sport  ;   but  at  least  he  will  be 
"  there  or  thereabouts."  if  trout  are  to  be  got.  But 
even  he  will  have  his  disappointing  hours  or  days. 
I  always  tell  my  friends  that  I  have  been  very 
familiar  with  defeat,  and  that  is  one  reason  why, 
in  my  book,  I  hardly  mention  the  baskets  of  trout  f 
have  often  taken  when  things  were  propitious.  Of 
course,  I  have  had  capital  sport  at  times,  but  I  have 
worked  like  a  horse  to  obtain  it  ;  and  let  me  assure 
all  who  care  to  know  my  opinion,  which  is  this  :  — 
Our  skill  only  carries  us  so  far  as  wet-fly  fishermen. 
The  man  who  makes  a  name,  depend  on  it,  works 
hard  ;  he  must  give  his  whole  mind  to  it  ;  it  must 
be  a  serious  business  ;   and  while  he  is  fishing,  he 
must  concentrate  his  energies  wholly  on  his  sport. 
A  half-hearted  fellow  who"  dawdles  over  his  sport 
may  throw  a  pretty  line,  but  will  never  make  a 
reputation  as  a  wet-fly  fisherman  ;  he  must  possess 
the  capacity  for  taking  infinite  pains. 

Mr.  Lyttel  is,  as  I  have  said,  one  of  many  such 
inquirers.  They  write  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  wholly 
forgetful  of  the  fact  that  if  you  were  able  to  point 
out  any  place  where  the  trout  were  not  well- 
educated,  and  where  fishing  was  free,  or  bj'  weeklv 
ticket,  that  notebooks  would  be  taken  out  all  oveV 
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the  Idngdom  to  jot  down  that  favoured  spot — • 
"iWhen  found,  make  a  note  on'  !  "  as  old  Captain 
Cuttle  was  so  fond  of  observing. 

The  Tweed  is  not  only  hard  fished,  but  it  is 
severely  poached,  and  many  parts  of  it  which  I  used 
to  fish  are  now  closed  to  anglers.  What  is  left  is  the 
harder  fished  !  Many  other  good  rivers  in  Scotland 
axe  terribly  overfished,  and,  what  is  worse,  are 
netted  ruthlessly  by  poachers  at  night.  Then  there 
is  a  growing  tendency  to  rent  the  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  difficulty  in  doing 
so.  The  Deveron  is  a  good  instance,  much  of  it 
being  now  cut  up  into  suitable  lengths,  and  let  to 
the  highest  bidder.  Last  season  was  a  poor  one,  even 
on  portions  where  good  rents  were  being  paid.  I 
speak  from  what  I  heard  from  others,  and  saw  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  other  like  papers. 

If  it  is  as  I  have  stated,  how  on  earth  can  a 
beginner  expect  good  sport  on  our  hard-fished  and 
poached  rivers  ;  and  how  dare  one  venture  to  advise 
such  an  one  ?  There  are  rivers  where  I  have  had 
excellent  sport,  but  even  an  absence  of  ten  years 
at  times  makes  all  the  difference  ! 

The  Don  holds  splendid  trout,  but  it  is  so  long 
since  I  fished  it  that  I  should  be  afraid  to  mention  it, 
save  with  a  note  of  caution.  The  Deveron,  at 
Huntly,  I  have  never  fished.  There  are  those  who 
still  speak  well  of  it,  and  of  the  Bogie,  which  can  be 
fished  from  the  same  centre,  but  how  few  or  how 
many  competitors  will  contest  every  pool  or  stream, 
who  can  venture  even  to  guess  ?  The  Cabrach,  in 
May  and  June,  also  gives,  or  used  to  give,  good  free 
fishing,  but  April  is  too  early  for  that  cold  and  hilly 
district.  I  did  fairly  well  when  I  fished  it,  but  that 
is  some  time  ago  now,  and  I  hear  that  it  is  not 
improving.  Indeed,  I  have  heard  a  rumour  that 
there  is  a  chance  of  that  long  stretch  of  water  being 
closed  to  the  public.  And  thus  it  happens  that  my 
pen  halts,  when  I  would  fain  advise  any  "  begiijner," 
lest,  should  he  not  meet  with  sport,  he  may  pour 
over  my  head  the  vials  of  his  wrath,  and  I  become 
— like  the  jackdaw  of  Rheims  ! 

Presently,  when  the  fishing  is  in  full  swing,  Edin- 
burgh will  send  forth  competitors  for  prizes  from  the 
various  angling  clubs  here,  and  it  will  be  odd  if  there 
are  not  some  excellent  baskets  in  at  the  weighing. 
But  then,  there  are  some  really  good  fishers  in  Edin- 
burgh, who  will  get  a  basket  of  trout  if  it  is  at  all 
possible  ;  and  I  am  proud  to  add  that  some  of  the 
very  foremost  of  them  are  personal  friends  of  my 
own — hard  to  beat  on  river  or  on  loch.  To  such 
men  there  is  always  the  chance  of  'sport,  but  the 
beginner  must  plod  on  till  he  becomes  expert. 

I  know  of  no  royal  road  to  success.  Few  men  have 
had  to  plod  more  than  I  myself  have  had  to  do, 
seeing  that  for  many  a  long  year  I  fished  waters 
which  were  thrashed  morning,  noon,  and  night. 
What  my  own  baskets  were  in  these  early  days  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  say  !  But,  by  degrees,  I 
improved,  and  at  last  it  dawned  on  me  that  I  could 
hold  my  own :  and  once  I  got  ambitious,  I  worked 
with  a  will — and  to  hard  work  I  owe  any  reputation 
which  I  now  possess.  "  The  violent  take  it  by 
force  "  is  my  last  word — verh.  sat  sap.— Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  ToD. 


[    TROUT  FISHING  WITHIN  THIRTY  OR 
FORTY  MILES  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  [  be  pleased  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  inform  me  where  I  could  get  a  bit  of 
decent  trout  fishing  within  forty  miles  of  Man- 
chester. I  am  quite  prepared  to  pay  for  it,  pro- 
viding it  is  reasonable. — Yours  truly, 

Clowes-street,  W.  Machtn. 

S.  E.  Manchester. 


IS  FISH  CULTURE  FINANCIALLY 
SUCCESSFUL  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
some  information  about  fish  culture  ?  Is  it  finan- 
cially successful  ?  What  capital  would  be  required  ? 
Are  there  any  good  books  on  the  subject  ?  I  shall 
be  glad  of  any  information  in  the  matter.- — Yours 
truly,  Inquirer. 

[Only  on  Saturday  last  a  fish  breeder  said  to  me, 
"We  are  getting  over-stocked  with  fish  breeders." 
—Ed.] 


BRACKEN  CLOCK  AND  RED  CLOCK. 
Dear  Sir, — No  one  knows  more  of  the  inex- 
tricably mixed  up  nomenclature  of  many  of  our 
trout  flies  than  the  professional  fly  dre=ser,  but 
there  is  no  question  that  the  Bracken  Clock  was 
given  by  the  very  early  writers  on  aneling  as  the 
Fern  Bud.  I  have  a  very  old  work  called  "  Angling 
Improved,"  which  says  "  the  Fern  Bud  is  found 
from  May  to  the  end  of  August,  hath  a  short,  thick 
body,  two  pairs  of  wings,  the  upper  reddish,  hard, 
and  are  to  be  taken  off,  but  the  under  tender  wings 
are  to  continue  on,  and  are  only  to  be  imitated  in 
making  the  artificial  fly  ;  is  dubbed  with  a  whirl  of 


peacock's  feather  and  fad-green  coloured  silk ;  the 
wings  of  a  feather  from  a  field-fare's  quill,  towards 
the  endfof  May  it  is  well  taken."  It  is  also  certain 
that  the  Bracken  Clock  with  anglers  is  known  as 
the  Fern  Webb,  Marlow  Buzz,  Button  Fly,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  etc.  The  Bracken  Clock  is  described  by 
naturalists  as  "  a  lamellicorn  beetle,  Anisoptia 
(Phyllopertha)  horticola,"  the  larva  of  which  is  very 
destructive  to  grasses  and  trees.  I  know  this  to 
my  cost.  Some  years  ago  I  used  bracken  (with 
which  many  of  the  Dale  farmers  bed  their  cattle 
and  horses)  as  a  protection  to  a  number  of  rose 
trees  for  the  winter,  and  the  following  season  my 
trees  were  seriously  injured  by  some  pests  other  than 
the  ordinary  rose  caterpillar.  Of  course,  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  grubs  had  been  introduced  in 
the  bracken.  The  pest  was  identified  by  Miss 
Ormerod  as  Phyllopertha  horticola,  and  in  her  hand- 
book of  "  Insects  Injurious  to  Orchard  and  Bush 
Fruits"  she  calls  it  the  "garden  chafer  or  rose 
beetle,''  and  the  illustrations  she  gives  of  the  beetle 
in  flight  with  all  its  wings  closed  and  the  larva  are 
exact  reproductions  of  the  insect  I  know  as  the 
Bracken  Clock.  The  Red  Clock  is  a  far  smaller 
beetle  than  the  Bracken  Clock,  and  makes  its 
appearance  fully  two  months  earlier.  I  find  it 
witli  the  Gravel  Bed  Fly,  and  some  two  or  three 
years  ago  I  sent  some  live  specimens  of  it  to  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Perhaps  some  of  the  members 
may  be  able  to  identify  it  and  give  us  the  technical 
name.  It  is  not  nearly  so  well-known  amongst 
anglers  as  the  Bracken  Clock,  and  I  find  the  Red 
Palmer  is  generally  used  for  it.  "  Val  Conson" 
might  well  be  surprised  at  getting  such  a  fly  as  he 
describes  for  Bracken  Clock  from  a  Yorkshire  tackle 
dealer.  It  is  evident  the  Red  Clock  was  sent  to 
him.  I  enclose  you  seven  patterns  of  Clocks,  and 
also  one  of  Theakston's  Soldier  Beetle  to  which 
"  Val  Conson  "  refers.  You  wiU  see  the  standard 
Yorkshire  pattern  is  very  different.  From  the  end 
of  May  to  July  and  August  is  the  recognised  time 
for  this  fly,  but  it  is  often  used  for  the  Red  Clock 
in  the  early  part  of  i  the  season — -in  fact,  many 
anglers  keep  one  on  their  casts  constantly,  so  grea 
a  favourite  is  it,  hence  the  remarks  in  my  catalogue 
"Val  Conson"  refers  to,  "may  be  used  all  the 
season." 

The  same  thing  applies  [in  some  districts  to  the 
orthodox  pattern  of  Coch-y-Bondhu,  March  Brown, 
and  Blue  Dun. 

No.  3  is  Pritt's  pattern  of  Red  Clock.  I  do  not 
like  it,  but  people  who  live  to  please  must  please  to 
live,  and  I  stock  it,  but  never  supply  it  unless 
specially  asked  for.  No.  4,  Blade's  pattern,  is  a  good 
killer,  and  much  more  like  the  natural  insect. 
No.  5,  the  pattern  given  in  "  Angling  Improved," 
is  very  like  the  Welshman's  Button.  I  have  sent 
"Val  Conson"  a  set  of  samples  of  these  various 
dressings,  and  trust  they  may  be  of  some  help  in 
clearing  up  the  misunderstanding  between  Red 
Clock  and  Bracken  Clock. — Yours  truly, 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds. 

[The  different  patterns  'Mr.  Miller  sends  are  very 
interesting  and  well  tied.  They  would  all  kill. 
No.  6  is  more  like  the  natural  Alder  Fly  than  many 
so-called  imitations  of  it. — Ed.]^ 


THE  "BRACKEN  CLOCK." 

Dear  Sir, — "  Val  Conson  "  will  find  the  Bracken 
Clock  mentioned  at  page  216  of  Hofland's  "Angler," 
published  by  Whitehead  &  Co.  and  Ackerman  &  Co. 
in  1839. — Yours  truly,    F.  A.  W.  T.  Armstrong. 


FISHING  IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  if  they  know  of  any  place  for  sale 
in  Hampshire  with  some'  good  fishing  ?  The  house 
of  modest  dimensions  with  garden  and  grounds, 
and,  say,  land  from  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  I  should  like  the  river  to  intersect  the 
property  so  as  to  own  both  banks.— Yours  truly, 

X.  Y.  Z. 


THE  MIXED  UP  SIZES  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  get  in  a  dreadful  mix  regarding  the 
size  of  hooks.  In  Mr.  Pennell's  article  on  Feb.  18 
he  referred  to  No.  7  (new  scale)  being  larger  than 
No.  6,  while  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  14  the 
No.  7  (new  scale)  is  a  smaller  hook  than  No.  6,  a 
illustration  herewith.  I  should  lilie  to  know  which 
is  correct. — Yours  truly,  H.  E.  Scott, 

Eccentric  Club. 

[I  sympathise  with  Mr.  Scott,  but  cannot  help 
him.  I  generally  order  hooks  by  length  in  inches 
or  parts  of  an  inch.  Life  is  too  short  to  bother 
about  numbers  when  there  are  several  series  of 
numbers,  and  nobody  knows  one  from  the  other. 
Ed.] 


ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE  WEYBRIDGE 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — The  writer  of  the  report  of  the  first 
armual  dinner  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Associa- 
tion in  your  issue  of  Feb.  25  mentions  that  menua 
of  the  dinner  were  drawn  by  me.  I  wish  to  thank 
him  heartily  for  his  kind  appreciation  of  the 
sketches  I  contributed,  but  I  cannot  imderstand 
why  the  report  is  signed  "Hon.  Sec,"  as  I  neither 
wrote  nor  sent  it,  this  is  obvious  from  the  wording. 
I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  insert  this  letter  in 
your  next  issue.  As  your  reporter  states,  "  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association  is  most 
gratifying  to  all  concerned,"  and  not  least  to — 
Yours  truly,  Claude  E.  Brigos 

(Hon.  Sec.  W.  A.  A.). 

[As  the  report  sent  to  us  was  not  signed,  the  words 
'  Hon.  Sec."  were  inadvertently  put  in. — Ed.] 


CASTING  FROM  A  TIN  OR  TRAY— 
THERE'S  NOTHING  NEW  UNDER  THE  SUN. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  wicker  tray  for 
coiling  the  line,  in  my  book  of  "Shooting  and 
Salmon  Fishing  "  it  is  stated  :  "  I  once  saw  a  friend 
who,  unable  at  first  to  master  the  art  of  throwing 
from  the  hand  on  the  Dee,  had  a  tray  of  wicker  work 
hung  by  straps  across  his  shoulders,  and  standing 
out  in  front  of  him,  on  which  his  line  was  coiled.  It 
certainly  answered  very  well,  but  he  was  chaffed  out 
of  it  by  being  promptly  christened  '  Brandy-balls,' 
from  his  likeness  to  the  well-known  old  character  at 
Brighton,  who  for  so  many  years  promenaded  the 
King's-road  there  with  his  case  of  sweeties  sticking 
out  in  front  of  him."  This  was  in  about  1872,  and 
my  friend  told  me  he  took  the  idea  from  an  old 
Yorkshire  fisher,  who  had  previously  used  it  for 
many  years. — Yours  truly,  Augustus  Gkimble. 
44,  Duke-street,  S.W.,  Feb.  27. 


FISHING  NEAR  COCICERMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  about  the  fishing 
to  be  had  at  Cockermouth,  Cumberland — what  is 
the  price  of  weekly  tickets,  etc.,  whether  any  of 
the  lakes  can  be  fished  from  there,  and  which  is 
the  best  for  early  spring  fishing  ?  Any  information 
will  be  acceptable. — Yours  truly.  Inquirer. 

 .  • 

A  3lb.  "WHITE  BREAM." 
Dear  Sir, — Do  you  know  anybody  who  has 
caught  a  white  bream  31b.  in  weight  ? 

A  Reader  os  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Rotherham.  roR  Four  Years. 

[I  do  not  know  anybody. — Ed.] 

FISH  CULTURE  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  one  of  your  fish  cultiu-ist  readers 
kindly  give  me  a  few  hints  on  trout  and  their  general 
treatment  ?  I  am  a  working  gardener,  having  charge 
of  ornamental  water  in  groimds  annually  stocked 
with  a  few  Loch  Leven  and  rainbow  trout,  A  boy 
feeds  them  about  four  times  a  week  with  pinhead 
oatmeal  and  Burgess  fish  food  alternately,  which 
they  take  readily.  Is  it  advisable  to  try  a  few  plants 
in  water  for  their  benefit  ?— the  only  thing  at  present 
"is  a  few  water-lilies  and  a  kind  of  long,  feathery  moss 
we  usually  cut  with  scythes  about  May,  and  then 
rake  out  and  destroy,  this  same  weed  being  most 
troublesome  in  hot,  dry  seasons  or  if  the  water  gets 
especially  low.  _       j    .  •  c 

I  wisli  to  exercise  caution  in  introduction  ot 
plants,  or  perhaps  may  do  more  harm  than  good 
by  filling  ponds  with  rubbish.  A  few  hand-reared 
wild  ducks  are  put  on  ponds  each  season,  and  a 
certain  number  stay  the  season,  but  not  enough  to 
make  much  difference,  except  to  keep  breaking  the 
weed  and  thus  check  it  a  bit.  Sometimes  in  a  very 
dry  season  the  feed  supply  of  water  quite  fads  us  in 
pond  No.  1.  ,         ,         .  1 

Occasionally  trout  up  to  21b.  have  been  taken 
out,  but  more  often  they  rmi  from  -|lb.  to  Ulh.  Any 
hints  you  may  give  me  I  shall  feel  grateful  for.  1 
enclose  a  list  of  aquatics— are  any  likely  to  be  ot 
use  to  me,  if  so,  will  you  mark  ?— Yoiu-s  truly, 

Sansaw,  GrinshiU,  Salop.     George  Ivnowles. 

p.S.  Water  consists  of  tlu-ee   ponds,  average 

length  two  hundred  yards  each,  twenty  yards  widtli, 
depth  one  foot  to  two  feet  sides  to  probably  tei 
feet  in  middle,  the  whole  fairly  shaded  on  the  wesl 
side  by  forest  trees.  Only  a  small  quantity  rimmng 
into  pond  No.  1,  imless  after  heavy  rains,  the 
supply  derived  chiefly  from  a  very  small  spring  anc 
bog  surrormded  by  agricultural  land.  Ponds  No.  . 
and  No.  3  connected  by  a  narrow  neck  crossed  by 
bridge  fed  with  overflow  from  No.  1  with  tlu 
means,  when  supply  entirely  fails,  of  tiu-ning  wate] 
occasionally,  say,  for  an  hom-,  from  reservoir  supi 
plying  house,  stables,  etc. 

[I  hope  some  pisciculturist  will  kindly  answe 
this.— Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 
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THB  FiSHiNO  Gazettb  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  MaRSTON,  Editor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
sarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Thb  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishing  Gazette-  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  . .       . .       . .        . .       . .      10#.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        ..       5».  id. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         ..       2*.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

Bubscription,  including  postage    ..       ..      12$.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisemezits. 


One  Page    £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page        . .       . .       . .  2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page      . .        . .        . .  15  0 


Small  advertisements  6».  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manages,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address— "  HIVSAM,  Iiondonu" 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Second  Edition  of  Mr.  W.   Earl  Hodgson's 
"  Trout  Fishing." 

Me.  W.  Eael  Hodgson's  charming  book  on 
"  Trout  Fishing,"  published  by  Messrs.  A.  and  C. 
Black,  has  gone  into  a  second  edition.  I  am  glad 
to  say  Mr.  Hodgson  has  adopted  the  suggestion  I 
made  when  noticing  his  book  in  the  Fishing  Gazette — 
that  the  dressings  of  the  flies  so  admirably  depicted 
in  colour  would  give  great  additional  interest. 
What  a  grand  wet-fly  pocket  book  it  would  make 
if  these  plates  of  flies  and  the  dressings  were  bound 
up  with  parchment  pockets  for  the  real  things. 
By  the  way,  why  does  Mr.  Hodgson  date  his  new 
chapter  as  Spring,  1904  ? 

House  with  some  Trout  Fishing  Wanted. 

One  of  our  correspondents  is  desirous  of  pur- 
chasing a  moderate-sized  residence  with  trout 
fishing  on  the  spot  and  some  acres  of  land  within 
eighty  miles  of  London.  An  old  mill  which  could  be 
converted  into  a  residence  might  serve  his  purpose. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  know  of  a  likely  place, 
they  will  oblige  a  brother  angler  by  sending  parti- 
culars to  "  B.,"  3,  Heron-court,  Richmond. 


Capture  of  a  33 1  lb.  Pike. 
Although  I  have  travelled  over  a  thousand  miles 
after  a  big  pike  since  last  November,  I  have  met 
with  nothing  over  lllb,  but  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  recording  some  very  fine  fish  taken  by 
other  pike  anglers.  Now  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  that 
very  genial  Nottingham  angler,  sends  me  word 
that,  fishing  with  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  on  March  7, 
Mr.  Wallis  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  grand 
pike  (male)  of  3.3|lb.— length,  47in.,  girth,  25in., 
depth,  Ilin.  This  is  the  record  pike  for  the  season. 
A  great  many  other  fish  were  taken  and  returned 
to  the  water.  I  congratulate  Mr.  Wallis,  who  is  a 
good  sportsman  and  well  deserves  his  success. 
Mr.  Spray  tells  me  the  keeper  at  Shardlow  reports 
seeing  a  salmon  about  3ft.  in  length  and  in  good 
condition.  I  hope  with  Mr.  Spray  that  he  may  be 
the  "  pioneer  of  a  good  season." 


Mr.  Gallichan's  New  Book. 

Messrs.  F.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.  will  shortly  publish 
"Fishing  in  Derbyshire  and  Around,"  by  W.  N. 
Gallichan.-  The  book  will  be  uniform  with  the 
same  author's  "Fishing  in  Wales,"  and  will  contain 
practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  how  and  where 
to  fish. 


The  Earl's  Court  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

The  Hon.  L.  W.  Rothschild,  M.P.,  has,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  kindly  promised  to  lend  us  his  fine 
collection  of  stuffed  fish  from  his  museum  at  Tring 
for  the  Loan  Collection  Exhibits  at  Earl's  Court. 


Small  Framed  Collections  of  Flies  Dressed  by 
Amateurs  for  the  Earl's  Court  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

"E.  P.  S."  writes  to  me  from  the  Cavalry  Club :  — 

"  I  have  read  with  interest  the  letter  of  '  Captain 
F.  W,'  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  18.  I  would  be  much 
obliged  if  you  will  inform  me,  either  through  the 
columns  of  your  valuable  paper  or  through  the  post, 
whether,  as  'Captain  F.  W.'  suggests,  there  will 
be  an  exhibition  of  flies  tied  by  amateurs  at  the 
forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibition,  and  by  what  date 
exhibits  should  be  sent,  to  whom  addressed,  where, 
etc.    Any  information  will  be  thankfully  received. " 

In  connection  with  the  loan  exhibits  it  is  hoped 
that  there  will  be  one  of  framed  collections  of 
salmon  and  trout  flies  dressed  by  amateur  flv- 
dressers.  Those  who  would  care  to  exhibit  should 
write  for  particulars  of  the  conditions  on  which 
loan  collections  are  received  to  the  Secretary. 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court,  London.  I 
should  think  the  best  and  simplest  plan  would  be 
to  mount  samples  of  the  standard  flies  on  a  white 
mount,  put  names  under  each  (and  also  under  any 
special  or  fancy  flies),  and  name  and  address  of  the 
sender  in  a  corner,  and  then  have  the  card  framed 
and  glazed  in  a  cheap  frame.  Flies  on  e3'ed-hooks 
should  have  an  inch  or  two  of  gut  attached  to  the 
eye  so  that  the  gut  can  be  stuck  down  to  the  card 
by  a  bit  of  gummed  postage  paper,  as  flies  dressed 
on  gut  are  usually  done.  It  is  proposed  to  give 
complimentary  diplomas  to  exhibitors,  but  not  to 
have  a  competition.  It  will  be  understood,  of 
course,  that  the  flies  exhibited  are  the  work  of  the 
exhibitor,  whose  name  and  address  are  given,  and, 
of  course,  a  modest  exhibitor  who  would  prefer 
to  give  only  mitials  should  put  full  name  and 
address  on  back  of  frame,  so  that  it  may  be  returned 
after  the  exhibition. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  some  amateurs  have 
decided  to  send  a  little  show,  and  personally  this 
part  of  the  exhibition  will  be  one  of  the  most 
attractive  to  me.  In  cases  where  some  new  material 
has  been  used  in  standard  flies  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  have  a  note  under  the  fly  mentioning  what 
feather,  etc.,  it  is.  The  exhibition  will  thus  afford 
useful  tips  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to  fly  fishermen^ 

The  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  the  very  popular  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  received  a  pleasing 
expression  of  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held  at  the 
meeting  of  the  society  on  Monday  evening,  as  will 
be  seen  from  our  report.  Much  to  the  regret  of  the 
members,  Mr.  de  Courcy  is  obliged  to  give  up  his 
duties  as  hon.  sec.  There  was  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion on  the  grayling  versus  trout  question.  It 
is  amusing  to  find  that  Mr.  Rolt,  who  is  a  champion 
of  the  grayling,  bluntly  told  the  opponents  of  the 
fish  that  they  did  not  like  them  because  they  could 
not  catch  them.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  in  some 
waters  grayling  increase  faster  than  trout,  and  in 
such  cases  they  should  be  thinned  out  by  netting. 
I  think  the  grayling  is  almost  as  good  a  fish  in 
every  way  as  the  trout,  but  that  in  some  waters  in 
which  it  has  been  introduced  it  seems  to  lose  its 
free  rising  qualities  and  takes  to  feeding  on  the 
bottom,  and,  of  course,  then  it  is  a  nuisance  on  a 
fly  water,  and  has  to  be  dragged  out.  In  suitable 
waters  the  grayling  is  in  every  way  a  desirable  fish, 
far  better  than  many  of  the  poor  modern  artificial 
trout. 


An  Early  Frome  Salmon. 
From  Dorsetshire  I  learn  that  on  Saturday, 
March  4,  Captain  Radclyffe  caught  with  fly  on  the 
Frome,  a  mile  or  two  above  Wareham,  a  handsome 
fresh  run  salmon  of  221b.  It  is  probably  very 
early  for  the  river,  and  I  trust  it  may  prove  a  true 
omen  for  the  season. 


"Lighter  and  More  Popular." 

The  Birmingham  Daily  Mail  says: — 
"  There  was  some  indignation  on  the  part  of  a 
certain  section  of  the  Longton  Town  Council 
recently  when  it  was  announced  that  the  Free 
Library  Committee  had  arbitrarily,  and  without 
first  taking  a  plebiscite  on  the  subject,  removed  the 
MetJiodist  Recorder  and  the  British  Weekly  from  the 
reading-room  tables,  and  substituted  the  Feathered 
W orld  and  the  Fishing  Gazelle.  It  was  explained, 
however,  that  these  were  the  only  religious  papers 
for  which  the  committee  paid,  and  that  as  they 
were  very  little  read  it  was  thought  something  of  a 
lighter  and  more  popular  character  should  be  sub- 
stituted. Apparently,  however,  the  morals  of  the 
people  of  Longton  are  well  looked  after  in  the 
public  reading-room,  for  there  are  still  on  the 
tables  five  Church  of  England  organs,  five  Free 
Church  publications,  two  Roman  Catholic  papers, 
and  three  Salvation  Army  papers.  One  would 
have  thought  these  were  enough  to  satisfy  the 
most  voracious  religious  reader.'i  No  wonder  they 
wanted  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


Trout  Fishing  in  Auckland,  N.Z. 

A  correspondent  ("  W.  D.  C")  kindly  sends  mo 
a  cutting  from  the  New  Zealand  Herald  of  Dec.  14, 
from  which  I  see  that  something  like  £300  had  been 
received  up  to  that  date  for  the  season's  fishing 
licences  from  anglers  by  the  Auckland  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society.  This  shows  how  popular  trout  fishing 
is  and  Mhat  good  work  the  society  has  done.  The 
secretary  reports  that  a  letter  had  been  received 
from  Mi\  Frost,  of  Tuakau,  "  pointing  to  the  exist- 
ence of  both  salmon  and  rainbow  trout  in  con.sider- 
able  quantities  in  the  Waikato  river."  The  par- 
ticulars given  show  that  trout  have  been  caught  by 
the  Maoris,  but  no  mention  of  salmon  is  made. 
The  river  in  question  has  received  many  lots  of 
fry  from  the  society  for  years  past,  and  this  news 
of  trout  up  to  41b.  being  taken  is  very  encouraging  ; 
in  fact,  Mr.  Earl,  the  president,  said  the  successful 
stocking  of  a  river  so  near  Auckland  might  be 
considered  as  "  the  crowning  success  of  the  society's 
efforts  to  provide  sport  for  anglers." 


Pacific  Coast  Salmon  taking  Fly. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Morten  writes  from  Duncan,  Van- 
couver Island,  on  Feb.  14: — 

"Dear  Mk.  Maeston, — My  sister  has  misled 
you  about  those  two  salmon  referred  to  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  21 — they  were  taken  at  Cowichan 
Bay  by  troll. 

"  Both  the  spring  salmon  (Oncorhynchus  tschauyy- 
tscha)  and  the  coho  (O.  hesutch)  have  been  taken 
to  fly  in  the  Cowichan  river,  but  do  not  take  at 
all  freely,  and  are  very  little  fished  for  on  this 
account. 

"  1  know  the  steelhead  trout  well.  He  is  a  free 
taker  of  fly. 

"In  the  Bureau  of  Provincial  Information  for 
1903,  Mr.  .J.  P.  Babcock,  Commissioner  of  Fisheries, 
says:  'AH  the  species  of  salmon  found  in  Pacific 
waters  die  shortly  after  spawning,  both  sexes.' 
This  I  can  hardly  beUeve  as  I  never  saw  a  dead 
spring  salmon  in  this  river,  but  his  information 
should  be  authentic  as  they  have  been  making  a 
very  thorough  study  of  the  Pacific  salmon. 

"  If  it  would  be  any  use  to  you  I  will  try  and 
note  all  salmon  taken  during  the  coming  season. — 
Yours  sincerely,  "  H.  D.  Morten. 

"  P.S. — Maitland's  fish  was  caught  on  trout 
tackle,  and  took  three  and  a  half  hours  to  land." 

Fly  Dressing  Query — Rubber  for  Bodies. 

A  Morpeth  correspondent  wants  to  know  where 
he  can  get  some  yellow  rubber  for  fly  bodies. 
When  I  was  going  over  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  & 
Co.'s  grand  new  premises  at  19,  Piccadilly,  recently, 
Mr.  Shareman  showed  me  some  natural  rubber  from 
Ceylon,  just  as  it  comes  from  the  trees.  It  struck 
me  that  it  would  make  a  lovely  fly  body,  as  it 
seemed  quite  an  amber  colour.  Mr.  Shareman  said 
if  the  cost  of  rubber  goes  up  as  it  has  been  going 
the  prices  of  waders,  etc.,  must  rise.  It  seems 
that  the  motor  and  cycle  business  makes  such  a 
huge  demand  on  the  rubber  market.  I  was  very 
glad  to  hear  that  the  experiments  in  growing  it  in 
Ceylon  are  turning  out  successful. 

Sport  at  Lake  Vyrnv^y. 

I  am  glad  to  have  a  very  good  report  of  the 
Lake  Vyrnwy  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  from 
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Mr.  David  Pine,  who  goes  there  every  March  to 
begin  his  year's  sport  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Pine, 
writing  on  Monday  last,  says :  — 

"  Now  as  to  the  fishing.  I  took  twenty-one  trout 
on  Thursday,  weighing  13|lb.  Friday  was  no 
fisliing  day,  and  Saturday  cold  and  squally,  but 
I  got  fifteen  trout,  9|lb.  The  twenty-one  fish 
were  in  very  fair  condition.  I  sent  them  home, 
and  they  were  much  appreciated.- 

"  Of  course,  it  is  very  early  in  the  season  for  any 
trout  to  be  in  prime  condition,  but  you  know  how 
I  like  to  get  the  earliest  possible  chance  of  throwing 
a  fly,  and  these  fish  on  the  finest  tackle  give  grand 
sport.  The  rainbows  are  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
and  fight  like  sea-trout.  I  have  taken  six  of  them, 
and  they  were  served  for  my  dinner,  and  were 
most  delicious.  The  weather  has  been  very  good, 
but  cold,  and  a  north  wind  blowing,  which  is  the 
worst  wind  for  this  lake.  In  it  the  good  fish  do 
not  take.  When  we  get  a  warm  south-west  wind 
I  warrant  I  shall  get  good  fish  and  in  good  condition. 
Last  year  in  March  I  killed  twenty-seven  trout  in 
one  day  (21  lb.),  and  they  were  all  good.  Where 
could  you  find  a  lake  in  Scotland  (bar  Leven)  to 
give  you  this  average  ? 

"  The  best  flies  are  as  follows,  in  order  of  merit. 
They  should  be  much  smaller  than  they  used  to  be 
dressed,  and  on  the  finest  undrawn  gut.  Ogden 
Smith  dresses  mine  beautifully,  and  knows  the 
right  patterns.  Claret  and  Grouse,  Teal  and  Olive, 
Zulu,  Teal  and  Red,  Pine's  Fancy,  Black  and  Teal, 
March  Brown,  Butcher.  Coch-y-Bondhu. 

"The  hotel  now  is  delightful — the  electric  light 
throughout  is  a  vast  improvement,  the  cuisine  is 
better  than  ever,  and  Miss  Davies,  as  usual,  a 
perfect  hostess.  I  will  send  you  a  box  of  trout 
for  you  to  see  for  yourself." 

I  am  very  pleased  to  hear  of  the  rainbows  coming 
on  so  well.  The  biggest  fish  riddle  I  know  is  how 
they  get  into  the  river  below  alive.  Miss  Davies 
has  several  miles  of  it  for  visitors.  It  is  very  much 
like  N.  Devon  trout  fishing,  only  the  fish  run  a 
little  larger— in  fact,  there  are  very  fine  fish  in  the 
water  between  the  big  and  the  small  dam. 

House  and  Pike  and  Coarse  Fishing  Wanted 
within  Fifty  or  Sixty  Miles  of  London. 

A  clergyman  living  in  the  West  of  England 
•WTites  to  me  to  say  that  he  is  desirous  of  finding 
a  cottage  where  fishing  can  be  had,  and  is  willing 
to  join  a  club.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


SOME  OF   MESSES.   S.  ALLCOCK 
AND  COMPANY'S  NOVELTIES. 


The  old  Romans  used  to  say,  "  Always  some- 
thing new  from  Africa,"  and  we  anglers  might  say, 
"Always  something  new  from  Allcock's."  Quite 
recently  Mr.  A.  Williams,  one  of  the  directors,  had 
a  bewildering  show  of  novelties  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  well  known  to  anglers  as 
the  home  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society. 

One  of  the  most  important  novelties  Mr.  Williams 
had  to  show  me  was  the  Bessemer  patent  casting 
reel,  but  this  I  shall  deal  with  in  a  separate  article. 
The  "Paraffineb"  Pocket  Oil  Tin. 

Messrs.  Allcock  have  a  new  dry-fly  oiler  made  of 
metal,  with  an  oil  spreader  in  the  shaj^e  of  a  steel 
spatula  in  a  cork  stopper.  What  I  should  like 
would  be  a  glass  tube  oil  holder,  with  slits  down 
the  opposite  sides  of  a  metal  covering,  so  one  could 
see  at  a  glance  that  one  was  not  a  foolish  virgin. 
New  Spinning  Baits. 

One  of  the  best  of  Messrs.  Allcock's  new  spinning 
baits  was,  I  believe,  devised  by  Mr.  Williams,  who 
calls  it  the  "  Turbme  Loacli."  A  strip  of  metal  is 
soldered  in  serpentine  form  round  a  tube,  the  edge 
of  the  strip  bemg  set  at  right  angles  to  the  tube ; 
being  wider  in  the  middle  tlian  at  the  ends,  when 
spinning  it  is  fish  shaped.  It  spins  on  a  wire  centre 
with  a  bead  at  the  tail  end  so  its  spin  has  no  kinking 
effect  on  the  line ;  it  will  spin  well — its  shape 
assures  that.  It  is  made  in  all  sizes  from  lAin 
to  Sin. 

Manchester  Cotton  Co.'s  Lines. 
Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  com- 
plained of  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  Manchester 
Cotton  Spinning  Co.'s  lines  for  some  time  past. 
Mr.  Williams  showed  me  some,  which  he  assured 
me  were  of  the  same  make,  cable  laid,  and  dressed 
with  the  same  dressing  ;  they  certainly  have  all  the 
appearance  of  the  original,'  which  I  have  always 
liked  for  salmon  fly  casting  Une. 


Mr.  Wadham's  "Paragon"  Folding  Landing 
Net  Ring. 

This  idea  was  Mr.  Percy  Wadham's,  he  sold  it  to 
Messrs.  Allcock;  it  is  the  strongest  and  lightest 
cheap  triangular  net  rmg— if  one  can  call  a  triangle 
a  ring,  which  one  cannot— on  the  market.  It  is 
made  with  three  strips  of  Fox's  well-known  U-shape 
steel.  Mr.  Wadham  has  landed  fish  over  5lb. 
with  it. 

Split  Shot-Box  with  Patent  Feeder. 
This  neat  little  box  feeds  the  shot  out  one  or  two 
at  a  time  as  required. 

Baron  Tcherkassov's  Ground-Bait  Tin. 
Our  old  friend  Baron  Tcherkassov  has  greatly 
improved  his  ingenious  ground-bait  tin  or  holder 
by  makmg  it  collapsible  so  you  can  pack  it  away 
as  flat  as  a  pancake.  The  Baron  is  a  charming 
man  and  first-rate  angler,  to  whom  anglers  owe 
many  useful  inventions. 

The  "  Turbine  "  Spinning  Bait. 

This  is  our  old  friend  the  Devon  with  some  kind 
of  "Turbine"  arrangement  inside  which  is  acted 
on  by  the  water  rushing  through  the  inside. 
Mr.  Williams  says  it  acts  all  right,  but  I  notice  it 
has  external  headfans,  which  is,  perhaps,  as  well. 

Aluminium  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Boxes. 

These  are  on  the  lines  of  Mr.  Malloch's  well- 
known  boxes.  The  salmon  box  holds  either  forty 
or  eighty  salmon  flies  in  German  silver  clips,  and 
the  sea-trout  fly  box  can  be  had  for  either  eighty- 
four  or  168  flies.  They  are  moth-proof,  and  will  not 
tarnish  the  tinsels.  They  are  in  every  way  well 
made  and  delightfully  light. 

Colonel  Haggard's  Fishing  Bag. 
This  has  a  gaff-carrying  ring  on  strap,  and  has 
cunningly  devised  compartments  and  pockets- 
very  strong  and  serviceable. 

Swivel  Conger-eel  Hooks. 
The  object  of  this  new  hook  is  to  enable  the 
fisherman  to  easily  replace  a  broken  or  to  put  on  a 
larger  or  smaller  hook  as  required.  The  hook, 
which  has  a  flat  knob  at  the  top,  is  passed  through 
an  oval  eyed  steel  swivel.  The  conger  may  twist 
as  much  as  he  likes  but  cannot  twist  off. 

Pigskin  Gut  Cast  Cases. 

These  cases  have  six  wash-leather  pockets  for 
varying  sizes,  or  rather  thicknesses,  of  casts,  each 
pocket  being  marked  with  the  name  of  strength  of 
gut— "Fine,"  "Refina,"  "1  x  fine,"  etc.  I  have 
seen  nothing  better  for  keeping  one's  casts  in. 
The  "  London  "  Seat  Basket. 

This  makes  a  capital  strong  seat,  rather  smaller 
at  top  than  at  bottom,  with  a  tin  fish-holder, 
which  is  pushed  up  into  the  basket  and  held  in 
place  by  a  strap,  so  that  it  can  be  very  easily 
taken  out  and  cleaned — aigood  idea. 

Tee  Aluminium  "Aerial"  Reel. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  fishmg  reels  on 
the  market,  except  that  I  personally  consider 
the  semi-circular  line  "guard"  is  a  delusion — line 
"catcher"  would  be  a  better  name  for  it.  Mr. 
Williams  tells  me  that  they  make  it  with  the  line 
guard  right  round  the  drum  if  ordered.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  long  before  Messrs.  Allcock  will  have 
this  reel  and  other  Nottingham  reels  on  the  market 
with  Mr.  Bessemer's  patent  attachments. 

Wood  Sea  Reels. 
These  wood  reels  are  made  with  "  brass  star  back, 
optional  check,  brass  fittings,  brass-lined  inside  at 
back,  brass  rim  on  edge  of  flange,  pear-shaped 
handles,  oblong  collets,  brass  front  plate  and  winged 
nut."  Sea  anglers  are  indeed  well  catered  for  by 
Messrs.  Allcock.  What  a  pity  they  cannot  invent 
an  "  optional  check  V  for  sea-sickness. 

Sliding  Tray  Bait  Can. 
This  patent  zinc  bait  can  has  a  sliding  perforated 
tray,  to  raise  baits  to  the  top  when  you  want  to 
select  one,  on  the  principle  of  the  kitchen  fish 
kettle,  in  which  there  is  a  false  bottom,  or  tray,  to 
lift  the  fish  out  when  cooked. 

Horsehair  Phantoms. 
In  Messrs.  Allcock's  "  Dee  Phantom,"  silk  or  sole- 
skin  is  replaced  by  plaited  horsehair  in  "  assorted 
colours."    This  bait  is  practically  indestructible. 
Made  in  five  sizes,  from  lifin.  to  3jin. 

Aluminium  Trout-fly  Box. 
This  is  a  first-rate  light  box,  lin.  deep,  with  cork 
to  hold  flies  on  both  sides,  also  made  |in.  deep,  and 


with  an  oil-bottle  in  a  clip  in  the  box  ;  a  capital 
idea,  as  your  oil-bottle  will  not  be  left  behind  if  you 
have  your  flies  with  you. 

The  Baden-Powell  Sectional  Pike  Float. 

This  good  idea  is  made  in  five  cork  sections; 
total  length,  Al'm.  By  taking  off  a  section  or  more, 
you  can  reduce  the  size  of  the  float. 

Patent  "Mixed  Suction  "  Joint  for  Rods. 

If  this  works  as  well  in  practice  as  in  theory  and 
wears  well  it  will  be  popular.  An  ordinary  suction 
joint  is  all  metal,  this  one  has  a  section  of  cork, 
leather,  or  rubber,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  suction 
power,  in  fact  in  the  sample  Mr.  Williams  showed 
me  you  could  not  -pull  the  joints  apart,  but  had 
to  twist  them  out.  Mixed  suction  is  advisable  in 
the  case  of  the  drinks  the  angler  is  obliged  to  "pull '' 
at,  but  I  cannot  say  how  it  will  answer  for  his  rods. 
Anyway,  the  ingenuity  displayed  by  the  fishmg- 
tackle  manufacturers  in  the  attempt  to  make 
"  complete  '-'  anglers  of  us  is  highly  commendable. 
Improved  Reels. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas  has  improved  his  Mahseer 
reel — in  it  the  brake  would  seem  to  be  powerful 
enough  for  anything ;  a  spring  metal  wedge  is 
fixed  so  that  the  angler's  thumb  can  press  it 
into  a  groove  on  the  outside  top  edge  of  the 
revolving  metal  rim  on  one  side  of  the  reel.  The 
action  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  rim  brake  on 
a  cycle  wheel,  which  you  press  down  when  you  want 
to  "go  slow."  I  have  often  wondered  if  a  similar 
rim  brake  could  not  be  applied  to  an  ordinary 
Nottingham  reel ;  it  might  be  made  to  be  adjust- 
able by  screwing  up  and  down  so  that  you  could  set 
it  just  to  hold  the  weight  of  the  bait,  and  yet  be 
able  to  press  it  down  hard  so  as  to  hold  the  reel  in 
starting  the  cast  and  stop  it  dead  at  the  end  of  one. 
Possibly  the  centre  pin  would  get  eccentric  with 
constant  one-sided  rim  pressure.  Messrs.  Allcock 
make  a  great  variety  of  salmon  and  trout  reels  in 
brass,  gun-metal,  aluminium,  etc.,  and  it  is  interest- 
ing to  know  that  in  spite  of  heavy  duties  they  sell 
a  great  many  in  America. 

Rods  :  A  Cross  between  Greenheart  and 
Split-Cane. 

Here,  again,  where  so  many  fine  rods  were  dis- 
played the  difficulty  was  to  select  any  for  special 
mention.  I  liked  the  action  of  a  mixed  greenheart 
and  split-cane  10ft.  fly  rod.  It  is  made  of  three 
strips  of  greenheart  alternating  with  three  strips  of 
split-cane  glued  together  in  the  ordinary  way.  It 
is  an  interesting  experiment  anyway.  It  is  a  little 
cheaper  than  an  all  split-cane,  and  Mr.  Williams  tells 
me  it  is  quite  as  durable,  as  he  has  had  one  in  use 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  killed  thousands  of  fish 
with  it.  In  light  split-canes  there  were  very  good 
8ft.  rods  of  4oz. ;  9ft.  of  5oz. ;  Oft.  6in.  of  boz. ; 
and  10ft.  of  6|oz. ;  also  a  10ft.  steel  centre  closely 
whipped  8Joz.  dry  fly  rod. 

A  bamboo  and  greenheart  pike  rod  with  porcelain 
rings — the  more  I  use  porcelain  rings  the  more  I 
am  pleased  with  them — a  12ft.  green-coloured  light 
roach-rod  cane,  with  two  greenheart  tops ;  an 
"  Imitation  Mahoe  "  greenheart  fly-rod,  which 
retails  at  about  12s.  6d.  or  15s;  a  five-joint  "fly 
and  general"  bamboo  cycle  rod;  the  "Allcock's 
Standard"  steel  wood  sea  rod;  the  "Baden- 
Powell  "  split-cane  fly-rod,  finished  in  a  light  green 
colour,  made  specially  to  the  order  of  the  genial 
angler  and  K.C.,  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell,  upon  lines 
laid  down  by  him  in  his  "  Rod  Building  on  a  Curve 
System''  (will  "shoot"  the  line  round  a  corner) — 
these  are  all  excellent  rods.  I  am  glad  to  see 
Messrs.  Allcock  make  also  a  capital  7|ft.  split-cane 
single-handed  spinning-rod  for  overhead  and  other 
casting  in  the  American  style;  and  I  have  been 
using  lately  one  of  their  latest  whole -cane  pike  rods 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  except  that  the  six 
inches  of  brass  tubing  round  the  winch  fittings  is 
cold  comfort  when  one's  hands  are  numbed  with 
winter  pike  weather.  Surely  wash  or  other  leather 
could  be  cemented  over  the  metal,  and  would  hold 
the  reel  in  place  more  securely. 

I  should  like  to  get  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock  and  Mrj 
Williams  out  with  me  one  really  good  cold  pike 
fishing  day  ;  when  they  had  had  four  or  five  hours 
handling  of  their  precious  brass  work,  they  would 
cry  for  more  cork.  I  do  not  mind  what  the  weather 
is  if  I  can  "feel  my  fingers."  As  a  matter  of  fact 
all  this  metal  about  winch  fittings  is  quite  unneces- 
sary— the  Americans  have  taught  us  that.  All  the 
same,  when  put  on  tlieir  mettle  our  makers  need 
fear  no  foreign  competition.       R.  B.  Marston, 
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SOME  OF  MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.'S  NOVELTIES. 


The  "  Dee  "  Phantom 
Spinning  Bait. 


Patent  "  Tubbine  "  Loach 
Spinning  Bait;  Spiral 
Outside. 


The  "  ToEBiNE  "  Devon 
Spinning  Bait;  Patent 
Devon  Pattern. 


T'he  "  Baden-Powell  " 
Sectional  Pike  Float. 


Sv?ivel  Congeh-eel  Hook. 


Aluminium  Sea-Trout  and  Trout  Fly-Box, 
with  Sixty-Eight  German  Silver  Clips! 


Aluminium  Salmon  Fly-Box,  with 
Forty  German  Silver  Clips. 


PiGJKiN  Gut  Cast  Case,  -with^^Name 
OF  Sthength  op  Gut. 


The  "London"  Seat  Basket. 
Wicker  Tray,  Pocket  in  Lid, 
,TiN  Tbay  at  Bottom. 


"Col.  Haggard"  Bag. 


The  "  Allcock  "  Sea  Reel.  Brass 
Flange  and  Sides  to  Drum,  Brass 
Lined  at  Back,  Brass  Fittings 
Throughout;  Optional  Check. 


Patent  Zinc  Bait-Can,  with 
Sliding  Perforated  Tray  to 
Eaise  Baits  to  the  Surface 
FOB  Selection. 


Top  of  Box. 


Bottom  of  Box. 
Allcock's  Patent  Split  Shot-Box. 


Improved  "  Paragon  "  Eing. 

Wholesale  Manufacturers,  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Standard  Works,  Redditch, 


Complete. 
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FEEGY  THE  GUIDE,  AND  HIS 
MOEAL  AND  INSTEUCTIVB 
LIES  ABOUT  BEASTS,  BIEDS, 
AND  FISHES.* 

It  is  a  fact  too  well  known  to  be  disputed  that 
all  anglers  are  so  honest  and  so  truthful  in  all  the 
stories  they  have  to  tell  about  their  fishing  exploits 
that  I  am  sure  they  will  understand  and  appreciate 
the  yarns,  bits  of  which  I  propose  to  quote  for  their 
edification  from  this  remarkable  book.  Ferguson 
the  guide,  called  Fergy  for  short,  was  squat,  muscular 
and  brown,  with  small  dark  eyes  peering  from  under 
a  drooping  brim.  His  language  was  simple  and 
direct,  imadorned  with  the  graces  of  rhetoric,  and 
unmarred  by  the  crimpings  of  grammar.  He  knew 
all  there  is  to  be  known  about  the  beasts,  birds,  and 
fishes,  and  the  trees  and  herbs  of  the  great  forests 
and  lakes  to  be  found  from  the  Mississippi  river  to 
Hudson's  Bay.  His  business  in  life  was  to  act  as  a 
guide  for  sportsmen,  particularly  fishermen,  natura- 
lists, and  those  enthusiasts  who  think  it  a  fine  thing 
to  get  away  from  the  "  madding  crowd  "  of  the 
cities  and  business  and  off  for  camping  out  in  the 
woods.  Fergy  was  the  very  man  to  take  them  any- 
where and  instruct  them  in  all  the  mysteries  of  the 
woods,  and  explain  to  them  the  habits  and  manners 
and  customs  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  In  all  these 
things  Fergy  was  a  truthful  adept ;  but,  beyond 
and  above  all,  Fergy  was  a  marvellous  spiimer  of 
yarns.  Not  the  least  remarkable  thing  about  him 
was  the  cool,  calm,  matter-of-fact  way  in  which  he 
would  pour  forth  the  most  astounding  lies  for  the 
instruction  of  the  "  city  fellers "  The  book  is 
mostly  made  up  of  Fergy's  yarns.  Although,  as  I 
have  said,  anglers  are  naturally  the  most  truthful 
of  the  human  race.  I  am  sure  that  if  surprised  they 
will  not  be  shocked  at  the  droll  exaggerations  they 
will  find  in  this  volume.  The  stories  are  all  too 
long  to  quote  any  one  of  them  at  full  length,  as  I 
should  like  to  do,  but  I  will  give  a  few  specimens 
to  give  an  idea  of  Fergy's  humoiir. 

"  Talkin'  about  fishin,'  "  said  Fergy,  "  the 
other  man  "  not  having  spoken  for  half  an  hour, 
"  talkin'  about  fishin'  an'  th'  funny  things  a 
man  sees  sometimes  when  his  eyes  ain't  shut, 
reminds  me  o"  a  time  when  I  got  tired  loafin' 
round  Boyd's  Hotel  and  wanted  to  do  a  do  on 
m'  own  reel.  I  go  down  .to  Long  Lake  an' 
dump  m'se'f  inter  a  piroog,  an'  I  go  across  an' 
pike  along  out  inter  th'  woods.  I  pike  for 
550  yards  straight  as  a  teal  flies  when  it  means 
buisness,  an'  I  rim  bang  against  a  little  lake 
I  never  seen  before  in  my  life  ....  an' 
I  wanter  say  as  it  were  broke  from  end  to 
end  with  ripples  made  by  the  small-mouth  bass. 
They  was  two  million  of  'em,  or  mebbe  they 
was  three  million  ....  I  didn't  have  no 
more  bait  as  would  catch  a  starvin'  minner  in 
a  washbowl.  I  thought  hard  for  three  an'  a 
quarter  minits,  an'  then  I  out  wi'  th'  tail  of  me 
red  flannel  shnt  and  tore  off  a  hunk  big  enough 
to  wrap  a  penknife  in  .  .  .  .  Now  a  little 
piece  o'  red  flannel  ain't  the  most  eatful  thing 
in  th'  worl',  but,  say,  them  fish  was  crazy  f'r  it. 
It  hadn'  touched  the  water  when  twenty-three 
of  em  made  a  dash  f'r  it,  an'  one  of  'em  that 
weighed  4]lb.  got  it  right  in  the  left  gill.  Then 
begun  the  dadbingedest  hurroosh  whatever. 

.  .  I  ketched  sixty-one  red-eyed  bass  in 
sixty  minits  flat.  That  catch  weighed  1521b. 
lloz.  an'  they  wa'nt  a  '  big  mouth '  in  the 
bunch." 

Fergy  backs  his  statement  with  such  a  wealth 
of  small  details  that  the  listener  is  forced  into  mute 
acquiescence,  if  not  into  outspoken  belief.  He  had 
a  way  of  measuring  up  the  other  guides  as  well  as  the 
"  city  fellers." 

"  Jawy  fellers  f'om  Noo  Yawk  comes  out  in 
the  summer  an'  worrits  us  some,  but  by  the 
time  they  gits  ready  to  go  home  we  got  'em 
tamed  so's  they's  willin'  to  set  still  and  let  a 
man  talk  w'at  knows  how  to  talk.  Guidin' 
suits  me.  I  gits  |2  a  day  an'  board,  an'  I  can 
stan'  a  lot  o'  lip  f'r  that  much  money. 

"  The  meanes'  guide  I  ever  bumped  agin 
were  Alek  Hume.  He  were  a  Scotch  mun,  with 
French  blood  in  him  and  a  dash  of  Leech  Lake 
Indian.    I  don't  know  where  you'd  go  to  find 

*  By  H.  S.  Canfield.  With  illustrations  by 
Albert  D.  Blashfield.  8  pp.  342,  cloth  extra. 
Published  by  David  Nutt,  at  the  Sign  of  the  Phcepix, 
Long  Acre,  London,  1905. 


a  meaner  cross  than  that.  ...  He  smoked 
my  tobacker  an'  broke  my  pipe,  an'  tol  the 
guests  at  the  hotel  that  I  war'n't  no  good.  .  . 
A  tree,  110ft.  high  and  6ft.  2m.  thick,  fell  on 
him  las'  winter  up  in  Rube  Smith's  camp,  and 
mashed  him  flatter  'n  a  ladybug,  but  that 
don't  gimme  back  my  tobacker." 
The  story  of  the  old  muskallonge  of  the  Bend  is 

amusing,  but  too  long  to  quote  sufficiently  to  give  a 

fair  idea  of  the  fight. 

"  '  The  other  man  '  picks  out  a  saplin'  22ft. 
high,  an'  he  says  to  me  to  trim  the  limbs  off'n 
it  clear  to  top ;  I  done  it.  '  Now,'  he  says, 
'  get  as  high  as  you  kin  an'  bend  it  down  to 
the  ground.'  I  swung  down  th'  top^  It  were 
a  hickory  saplin'  an'  tough  as  a  boardin'-house 
steak.  He  fastened  on  the  end  o'  the  chain  to 
it  an'  then  we  let  it  fly  back  straight.  That 
left  75ft.  o'  chain,  or  mebbe  76ft.  .  .  .  He  baited 
the  big  hook  with  a  bull  frog  that  mus'  a  bin  a 
foot  an'  a  arf  long,  from  nose  to  hind-leg  tip, 
an'  he  mus'  a  weighed  2lb.  lOoz.,  or  mebbe  11. 
He  dropped  the  frog  inter  the  water  an'  hustled 
for  shore.  ^ 

"  We  sit  down  on  th'  banlc  an'  waited.  The 
musky  wasn't  at  home,  but  in  half  an  hour  we 
saw  that  float  go  under  in  a  flash.  Then  begin 
the  durndest  circus  you  ever  see.  They  was  a 
swirl  in  the  water  like  a  whirlpool  was  there 
an'  a  fish  come  up  two  yard  above  th'  top  o' 
it  and  went  back  with  a  kerflummux  that  sent 
little  waves  over  the  Ulypads  five  hundred  yards 
in  every  cUrection.  .  .  .  Fust  he'd  go  down 
head  foremost,  then  tail  foremost.  Then  he'd 
hit  the  river  with  the  broad  o'  his  side  an'  it 
sounded  like  a  gun  had  went  off.  An'  whenever 
he  was  up  his  head  was  shakm'  to  an'  fro  an' 
his  bulldog  jaws  was  snappin'  an'  his  little  eyes 
was  like  the  eyes  o'  a  crazy  man.  .  .  .  Then 
he  began  to  swim  roun'  in  little  circles.  Then 
he  stopped  still  and  five  minutes  afterwards  we 
could  see  the  whitey  yellow  o'  his  belly  showin' 
in  the  roiled  stream.  We  went  out  an'  towed 
him  ashore.  .  .  .  He  was  the  only  musky 
I  ever  see  die  o'  plain  worry.  I  guess  it  was 
shame  as  killed  him.  On  the  scales  he  run  up 
just  1101b.  ISoz.  before  he  was  dressed.  He 
measured  6ft.  llin.  from  his  front  teeth  to  his 
tail  fork." 

Fergy  has  a  good  deal  to  say  about  skunks  and 

their  dominant  intellects. 

"  A  skunk,"  said  Fergy,  "  may  be  close  by, 
ur  he  may  be  a.  mile  away.  Th'  smell  bein' 
here  ain'  no  sign  that  the  smell  maker's  here. 
.  .  .  I  killed  one  onct  an'  he  fell  on  a  flat 
rock  out'n  th'  woods.  I  went  by  that  way  a 
week  after  an'  the  rock  smelt  just  as  strong  as 
it  did  five  minits  after  I  done  the  killin' ;  a 
month  later  an'  it  still  smelt — nex  spring  an' 
it  smelt  yet." 
This  chapter  about  skunks  is  very  amusing. 

Fergy  says  : — 

"  Skunks  is  mos'  s'prisin'  things.  Skunks 
is  got  sense  like  a  lead  horse.  They  c'n  tell 
four  hundred  yards  off  in  thick  woods  whether 
or  not  you  got  a  gun.  Ef  you  got  a  gun  you 
don'  see  no  skmik.  Ef  you  ain't  got  a  gun  the 
skunk  gits  right  in  your  path  and  stays  there. 

"  The  neares'  you  get  to  him  the  more  he 
humps  his  back.  He  just  waits  f'r  you.  He 
knows  in  reason  that  you  cain't  come  much 
closer.  Whafs  the  end  o'  that  ?  You  gotten 
to  git  out'n  the  way.  It  do  make  a  man  mad 
to  have  to  dodge  an'  creep  through  the  brush, 
givin'  the  road  to  a  measly  thing  like  a  skunk, 
but  you  gotter  sneak  roun'.  Cose  some  skmiks 
is  got  more  sense  asj  other  skunks,  but  they  all 

got  sense.    I  know'd  a  skunk  onct-  " 

But  I  nuist  not  tell  that  story,  it  is  too  long  and 

too  good.    He  tells  the  story  of  the  pink-bellied  frog 

of  Swamp  Lake. 

"  Frogs,"  says  Fergy,  "  is  funny  things. 
They  differs.  Some  o'  'em  ain't  got  no  more 
knowhow  as  a'  arf-Injun  Frenchman  full  o" 
Norwegian  beer,  an'  some  o'  "em  could  len'  you 
sense  and  never  miss  it.  Frogs  in  ginrul  is 
near  human.  They'll  snigger  ef  you  tickle  'era, 
they'll  cry  ef  you  hoi'  'em  an'  hurt  'em  bad. 
They  plays  jokes  on  one  'nuther  arter  dark, 
an'  laughs  fit  to  shake  they  upper  tooths  out. 
One  mornin'  I  goes  over  t"  Swamp  Lake  f  git 

frogs  f'r  bait  " 

Then  comes  an  astounding  yarn.    "  Forty  millyun 

billyim  frogs  was  trying  to  outdo  one  'nuther,"  and 

among  'em  was  the  big  pink-bellied  frog.    The  story 


occupies  many  pages,  and  it  is  a  yarn  f  I  shall  close 
up  this  story  with  Fergy's  description  of  two  of  those 
city  fellers  whom  Fergy  geherally  calls  "  the  other 
man." 

"  One  time  a  young  nat'ralis'  feller  come 
here  lookin'  f'r  mateerynl  out'n  which  he  were 
goin' t'  get  rich,  offered  me  $5  apiece  for  wood- 
cock aigs.  I  worked  a  week  an'  foun'  four  aigs 
an'  took  'em  to  him,  an'  says  I,  '  Money  in  the 
han'  an'  licker  in  the  glass.'  '  Them's  jay- 
birds' aigs,'  says  he,  an'  went  inside  the  hotel. 
I'd  a  got  him  by  the  leg  an'  swinged  him  roun' 
an'  roun'  ef  he'd  a  come  out,  but  he  wouldn't 
come." 

"  In  Augus'  a  chap  blowed  in  with  a'^liv'ry 
waggin  all  to  hisself.  They  was  th'  driver  an' 
him  an'  jus'  boxes.  I  thinks  to  myse'f,  here's 
a  shoregood  feller  to  git  into  th'  woods  with, 
f'r  he's  got  things  to  eat  f'om  alfybet  to  izzard. 
He  hops  down  f'om  th'  waggin-seat  an'  he  says, 
'  Is  Fergy  the  guide  here  ?  '  says  he,  an'  I  says, 
'  I  be.'  He  says,  '  I  heard  o'  you  a  many  times,' 
says  he.  '  They  tells  me,'  says  he,  '  that  you're 
a  good,  careful,  sober,  truthful  man,'  he  says, 
an'  I  says,  '  I  be.'  He  says,  '  I  need  you  f'r 
thirty  days.  Just  pick  out  a  camp  an'  take 
my  things'  to  it,  an'  you'll  have  the  happies' 
mont'  o'  your  life,'  he  says.  I  looked  at  th' 
boxes,  an'  I  smiles.  .  .  .  This,  feller,  he 
broke  open  his  boxes  that  night,  an'  I  stood 
roun'  waitin  to  stick  a  tooth  inter  som'p'n'  worth 
rememberin'.  Well,  sir,  he  had  butterfly  net.'», 
an'  nets  weaved  like  spider  webs,  an'  books  with 
funny  names,  an'  the  Jim  Hill  knows  what  he 
didn'  have,  'cep'  som'p'n  to  eat.  .  .  .  He 
were  a  pale  feller,  with  his  breas'  sunk  in.  He 
had  a  long  face,  an'  his  forrid  stuck  out  so's 
it  made  his  head  look  like  a  lobsided  shack. 
He  says  to  me  nex  mornin',  chewin'  ham,  '  This 
is  glorious.  The  doctor  ordered  me  to  come 
out  hei-e  'cos  I  bin  studyin'  too  hard.  I  been 
writin"  a  book  called  Esoteric  Entomology  ur  the 
Divine  Thisness  o'  th'  Other  in  eight  voUums. 
I  got  the  first  one  nearly  begun,'  he  says.  '  I'm 
f'om  Bosting,'  says  he,  '  'an  we,  eats  on'y  black 
beans  f'r  thirty  days,'  says  he.  This  feller's 
name  was  Wentworth  Emerson  Boggs." 

"  I  notice  that  city  folks  knows  lots  we  don' 
know,  an'  yet  they  ain'  got  horse  sense.    Ef  I 
tell  'em  th'  planes'  things  they  don'  believe  'em, 
an'  ef  s'm  other  guide  tells  'em  a  lie  they 
swaller  it  like  it  was  Canuck  wusky  150  proof. 
Things  happen  in  these  woods — lots  of  'em — 
that  a  man  has  to  have  horse  sense  to  un'erstan" 
an'  believe." 
How  he  got  along  with  Boggs  can  only  be  dis- 
covered by  buying  and  reading  one  of  the  most 
amusing  books  ever  wiitten  about  the  backwoods. 
It  is  not  a  book  for  the  "  sour-faced,"  but  to  those 
who  enjoy  a  book  that  will  make  them  laugh,  whik' 
sitting  in  an  easy  chair  after  the  worries  and  fatigues 
of  life,  I  commend  this  volume.    There  is  not  a  dry 
page  in  it.    The  samples  I  have  given  are  far  from 
showing  what  the  book  is.    The  best  stories  are  all 
too  long  to  quote.  The  Amateur  Angler. 


FLY-FISHING    ON    THE  TEST— 
1840  TO  1842. 


EXTRACTS  FROM   LORD  GLENTWORTH'S 
FISHING  DIARY. 


(Continued  from  page  142.) 

[In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  4  the  last  item 
recorded  ran  as  follows:  "On  Friday,  June  24, 
1842,  Lord  Glentworth  and  Mr.  Bowyer  had  good 
sport."  He  says:  "We  killed  several  very  fine 
fish,  and  if  to-morrow  equals  to-day  it  will  be  the 
best  week  I  ever  remember."] 

Here  is  that  "  to-morrow's  "  record: 

"  Must  have  been  on  the  Feed  all  day  " — 
lokd  g.  beats  his  record. 

Longparish,  Saturday,  June  25,  1842. — Wind  S., 
cloudy,  strong  wind  and  very  wet  all  day.  Water 
high  and  clear.  Flies  used:  Blue  Dun,  Yellow 
Dun,  Downhill  Fly,  Yellow  Fly,  Governor.  Baro- 
meter, 29  130:  thermometer,  65. 

"  Blo%ving  great  guns,  but  the  fish  rose  beautifully. 
I  caught  fifty-one  and  a  half  brace,  and  thus  beating 
last  Monday  by  twenty-three  fish.  Bowj'er  caught 
seventy-three  fish.  They  must  have  been  on  the 
feed  all  day,  as  Captain  Hawker  told  me  that  he 
caught  a  fine  basket  full  with  the  brass  minnow. 


I 


March  11,  1905 


The  fish  kept  by  Lord  G.  are  recorded  as  thirty- 
eight,  weighing  301b.'' 

A  Good  Week's  Sport. 

The  total  for  the  week  is  given  as ;  Fish  caught, 
729 ;  fish  kept,  20S,  weighing  1451b.  This  is  under 
Jib.  average,  small  enough  for  the  Test,]  even  in 
its  top  course. 

Monday,  June  27,  1842,  is  recorded  as  a  non- 
fishing  day,  but  Lord  G.  and  Captain  Hawker  got 
a  f  w  good  fish  with  the  "  brass  minnow.'- 

Tuesday,  June  28,  1842. — "  I  was  superintending 
dragging  the  river  all  day,  as  there  was  no  use 
trying  to  fish.  ('  Water  very  clear ;  weather  bright, 
warm,  and  calm.')  Captain  Hawker  and  I  went 
out  for  an  hour  in  the  evenins;  with  Maria  (Lady  G.) 
in  the  boat.  I  fished  afterwards.  I  rose  but  one  fish, 
on  Blue  Dun,  and  killed  him  for  breakfast,  flb.'- 
LoRD  Glentworth's  Barometer  never  Wrong. 

Wednesday,  June  29. — "No  fishing.  As  the  glass 
is  falling  rain  must  come.  The  sooner  the  better. 
My  glass  never  is  wrong."- 

Thursday,  June  30. — "Rain  in  torrents,  as  I 
prophesied  yesterday,  thanks  to  my  glass.'-  He 
and  Captain  Hawker  killed  forty-two  brace  ;  kept 
twelve  and  a  half  brace,  weighing  19|lb.  Flies 
uFed:  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Kingdom,  Orange 


Dun,  and  Philipp's  Fly.  "Tho:e  killed  were  in 
beautiful  condition." 

A  Threatening  of  Gout — Afraid  to  Wet  his 
Feet. 

On  Saturday.  July  2,  Lord  G.  was  afraid  to  wade 
as  he  had  "  a  threatening  of  gout,  so  fished  only 
from  the  bank  as  I  was  afraid  to  wet  my  feet." 
(This  looks  as  if  he  usually  waded,  and  without 
waders.)  "As  the  wind  was  very  strong  and  in 
my  face  mostly,  I  had  great  difficulty  to  work  my 
flies  well.". 

"  Eheit  ! " 

Monday,  July  4,  1842. — Longparish.  Drake's 
Mill  Pond.  Wind,  south,  strong  breeze ;  dull,  cloudy, 
and  inclined  to  rain.  Water  rather  coloured,  weeds 
coming  down.  Barometer  at  noon,  29-110;  ther- 
mometer at  noon,  66.  Flies  used:  Blue  Dun, 
Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Yellow  Fly,  Governor. 
^  "  As  fine  a  fishing  day  as  ever  was  seen,  to  all 
appearance;  still  the  fish  were  evidently  not  on 
the  rise,  expecting  rain.  As  it  was  I  was  out  for  a 
few  hours  before  dinner  (6  o'clock),  again  after,  but 
caught  fewer  good  fish  than  I  expected,  considering 
the  day.  I  hooked  the  4-pounder,  which  has 
thwarted  (this  word  is  not  clear  in  the  MS.,  it  looks 
like  '  thwarted  '  but  might  be  '  bothered ' — R.  B.  M. ) 
us  these  two  years,  slightly  but  lost  him — Eheu  ! " 

Next  day  he  and  Captain  Hawker  fished  Lord 
Portsmouth's  water  after  dinner,  but  caught  only 
three  fish.  Lord  G.  had  taken  fourteen,  weighing 
141b.,  with  minnow,  in  the  afternoonj 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Records  of  fishing  with  the  natural  and  the  brass 
minnow  finish  this  week. 

Fishing  at  Fordingbridge  on  the  Avon. 

Monday,  July  \\,  to  Saturday,  July  16,  1842. — 
Lord  G.  fished  with  Mr.  St.  John  at  Fordingbridge 
(Braemore  and  Charlton). 

"  On  Sunday  evening,  July  10,  I  left  Longparish 
for  a  week's  fishing  at  Fordingbridge  with  St.  John, 
who  was  to  join  me  there.  It  was  a  very  unfavour- 
able week  in  respect  of  the  weather  (fine,  bright, 
and  little  wind),  and  consequently  for  sport.  I 
only  caught  thirty-two  fish,  including  eels,  dace, 
etc.,  during  the  week.  Three  grayling  of  lib.  each, 
and  three  trout  of  3Jlb.  between  them.  St.  John 
caught  many  more  with  worms  and  minnows,  and 
owing  to  his  knowledge  of  the  water.  One  he 
caught  on  Friday  of  3f  lb.  and  three  other  very  fine 
ones,  all  over  2lb. ;  one  of  2|lb.  was  the  most 
perfect  fish  I  ever  saw — 14in.  in  length,  lOJin.  in 
girth,  and  was  full  of  minnows.'- 

Longparish,  Monday,  July  18,  1842. — Mr.  St; 
John  came  in  the  morning  and  caught  a  few  fish 
and  a  bad  cold;  so  much  so  that  we  were  forced 
to  nurse  him  and  make  him  go  to  bed. 

Wednesday. — "St.  John  out  for  an  hour  or  two, 
but  not  well  enough  to  dare  to  get  wet,    Mr.  Hird 


dined  with  us  in  the  evening — he  got  two  fish,  I 
thirteen.'' 

A  Busy  Day. 

Monday,  July  25, 1842. — "I  got  up  at  five  o'clock 
and  went  up  the  river  with  Charles  to  get  some  fish 
with  the  shoe-net  to  take  to  town  with  me.  We 
killed  seventeen,  weighing  lejlb.  One  of  them  was 
exactly  21b.  I  went  to  town  by  the  ten  o'clock 
train,  spent  four  and  a-half  hours  there,  and 
returned  to  Longparish  by  five  o'clock  down  train ; 
arrived  at  home  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and 
caught  three  fish.  This  was  a  tolerably  hard  day's 
work.  I  found  St.  John  had  caught  fifty-seven 
fish  during  my  absence,  and  killed  ten  ;  one  which 
he  caught  in  Dance's  Mill  tail  weighed  21b.  14oz., 
baing  the  largest  fish  taken  out  of  this  water  since 
I  bad  it,  tho'  I  know  of  one  of  &\hi  or  71b.'2 

Next  day  was  "a  bright,  hot,  glorious  day  for 
harvest,  but  not  po  for  fishing.'-' 

Wednesday,  July  27,  1842. — "  A  non-fishing  day 
as  usual.  I  netted  the  small  hatch-hole  above 
Dance's  Mill.  Caught  fifteen  very  good  trout.  St. 
John  caught  thirteen  with  worms. 'J 

These  wet-fly  anglers  were  "  out  of  it  '•'  on  hot, 
bright,  calm  days.  Next  day  St^  John  caught 
fifteen  more  with  worms. 

The  Trout  Rise  Well  at  Invisible  Flies. 

Friday,  July  29,  1842.— Wind,  north-west,  fresh. 
Dull,  cloudy,  and  fine.-  Water  low  and  clear. 
Barometer,   29-280;   thermometer,   69  at  noon. 
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Flies  used :  Sand  Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Pale  Evening 
Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Coch-a-Bonddu. 

"  To  all  appearance  this  was  a  beautiful  day  for 
fishing;  but  for  some  cause  or  other  the  trout 
would  not  look  at  a  fly  all  the  morning,  tho'  they 
were  rising  well  at  some  fly  on  the  water  invisible 
to  us.  I  therefore  worked  at  my  weirs  with 
Charles  (his  keeper),  and  St.  John  fished  with 
worms.  After  dinner  in  the  evening  the  fish  rose 
better;  he  caught  thirty  during  the  day  and  I 
eighteen. -2 

Saturday. — St.  John  left  us  this  morning  for 
Blandford,  and  I  made  Charles  catch  him  four 
trout  to  take  with  him;  they  weighed  41b.  good. 
I  drove  to  Andover  to  pay  bills,  fished  half-an-hour 
in  the  evening  and  caught  four  trout  and  destroyed 
a  wasp's  nest. 

Very  little  sport  is  recorded  for  the  next  few 
days,  as  they  were  very  bright  and  hot,  and  it  is 
only  interesting  to  note  that  the  fish  caught  with 
the  shoe-net  again  averaged  just  lib.  Lord  Glent- 
worth  notes  that  he  "never  saw  so  great  a  stock  of 
trout  as  near  the  top  of  the  river.'i  During  his 
absence  on  a  visit  to  Sir  Wm.  Clayton,  at  Hailey- 
ford,  his  man  Charles  sent  him  some  fish,  !'and  very 
fine  and  excellent  fish  they  were."- 

The  Longparish  Trout  Excellent  Eating.- 

Lord  Glentworth  appears  to  have  had  trout  for 
dinner  or  supper  every  day  in  the  season.  On 
Aug.  22,  1842,  he  records  some  sport  and  a  supper 
party,  at  which  Captain  Thompson  and  his  son  and 
daughter  joined  them,  "and  excellent  they  were," 
that  is,  the  trout.  Whether  it  was  from  wading  or 
old  port  or  the  trout,  next  day  his  Lordship  can 
only  record  that  he  "had  an  attack  of  the  gout  last 
night,  so  never  left  the  house  all  day,"  but  he  duly 
records  the  state  of  the  wind,  barometer,  and  ther- 
mometer.- 

FoR  Everything  but  Fishing. 

Aug.  26,  1842. — "A  bright,  beautiful,  glorious 
day  for  everything  but  fishing." 

Saturday,  Aug.  27. — "  I  rode  to  Whitchurch  and 
ordered  some  files  of  Godden.'2 

"Adieu  to  Longparish.'^ 
Lomjparish,  Thursday,  Sept.  1,  1842. — "Raining 
hard  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  day.  Wind, 
south,  very  high.  Water  high  and  coloured.  Got 
out  in  the  evening  for  a  short  time,  and  killed  four 
small  trout,  caught  nine. 

"To-morrow  I  leave  Longparish  for  good,  having 
found  the  fishing  very  good,  but  the  cottage  too 
small,  and  as  Colonel  Hawker  means  to  let  the 
house  and  all  the  fishing  next  year  together,  it 
suits  me  better  to  give  it  up  at  once.  When  there 
is  wind  no  stream  is  better.  When  calm,  not  a 
chance  of  sport." 

On  the  day  they  left,  Sept.  2,  1842,  the  diary 
entry  runs  : — Friday. — "  Sent  Charles  out  with  shoe- 
net  in  the  morning,  as  I  wanted  fish  to  take  away. 
He  brought  thirty-three,  all  good  fish,  one  of  Iflb. 
We  packed  them  up,  got  into  our  gig,  and  adieu  to 
Longparish.    Sorry  to  go.'- 

Totals  for  the  Two  Seasons. 

Lord  G.  winds  up  his  pleasant  experienceslon  the 
delightful  Test  with  this  record:  — 

Season  of  1841.— Fish  caught,  2275.  Fish  killed, 
712.  Weight,  6011b.  Average  weight  of  each 
fish,  IS^oz. 

S  ason  of  1842.— Fish  caught,  2721.  Fish  killed, 
965.  Weight,  7871b.  Average  weight  of  each 
fish,  13v,^oOz. 

Number  of  days  I  fished  in  1841 :  95. 

Number  of  days  I  fished  in  1842:  75. 

Average  caught  each  day  in  1841  :  nearlv  24  fish. 

Average  caught  each  day  in  1842  :  36J  fish. 

Increase  per  diem  of  1842:  12;^  fish^ 

Average  killed  in  1841 :  nearly  8  fish. 

Average  killed  in  1842:  nearly  13  fish. 

Increare  per  diem  of  1842:  5  fish. 

On  turning  the  page  the  only  other  entry  is  this 
in  pencil : — 

"  1843.— Fordingbridge,  April  20.'-? 

Lord  Glentworth  died  in  1844.  I  often  wished 
when  copying  out  his  diarj' — from  which  I  have 
only  given  extracts — that  he  had  known  the 
fascination  of  dry-fly  fishing;  also  that  I  had 
myself  been  methodical  enough  to  keep  an  account 
of  my  fishing  as  he  did. 

Tlie  "Maria  "  referred  to  on  June  28  by  Lord  G. 
was  his  wife,  who  survived  him  for  just  half  a 
century,  and  died  at  the  great  age  of  103. 

R.  B.  iMABSTON. 


Lord  Glentworth  (circa  1840). 

(From  a  paiutiug  in  the  possession  of  R.  H.  Baillie,  Esq.,  J.P.  of  Jedburgh.) 
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FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 
By  Philip  Geen. 

(Continued  from  page  147.) 

For  spinning  I  use  an  lift.  Cin.  Grant  Vibration 
Rod  as  seen  in  Lumsden's  hands,  a  No.  E  Olena 
line,  a  small  Geen's  lead,  and  then  4ft.  of  wire,  to 
which  is  attached  my  hook  tackle,  which  consists 
of  a  thin  piece  of  lead  that  may  be  pushed  down 
the  gullet  of  the  bleak  until  it  reaches  to  near  the 
tail,  when  the  mouth  is  closed  on  it,  leaving  only 
the  swivel  that  is  attached  thereto  showing.  I 
whip  a  length  of  fine  white  silk  round  the  gills  and 
bend  the  fish  to  the  proper  form.  I  then  fix  the 
two  small  triangle  hooks,  that  are  hanging  to  the 
swivel,  in  such  a  way  as  to  assist  the  lead  in 
keeping  the  bait  the  correct  shape. 

It  is  accepted  as  a  fact  by  many,  my.self  among 
them,  that  Thames  trout  will  live  to  a  great  age 
and  their  jaws  become  so  separated  by  the  up- 
turning of  their  lengthy  snout  that  they  die  of 
starvation.  For  these  old  gentlemen  a  half-pound 
roach,  so  weighted  that  its  movements  are  much 
hampered,  is  the  only  chance;  but  they  are  so 
few  and  far  between  that  you  might  in  the  time 


it  ever  failed  to  bring  a  fish.  I  remember  that  once, 
instead  of  the  expected  knock,  knock,  of  a  perch, 
the  rod  was  almost  tugged  from  the  hand  as  the 
fish  rushed  out  and  up  to  the  weir,- 

"At  last  I  have  a  good  Thames  trout"  was  the 
expressed  hope  of  my  friend.  I  looked  for  the 
somersault  in  the  air  which  a  big  trout  will  always 
turn,  but,  instead,  he  fought  stubbornly  for  the 
granite  blocks  that  lay  underneath  the  furious  rush 
of  the  sluice.  The  only  plan  was,'  at  all  hazards, 
to  lift  his  nose  just  a  trifle,  so  that  the  weight  of 
water  might  force  him  back  from  this  dangerous 
spot ;  up  be  came,  and  we  saw,  amongst  the  piles,  a 
monster  barbel.  For  full  ten  minutes  more  he  tried 
his  hardest  to  regain  his  haunt ;  but  it  was  not  to  bej 
He  was  safely  netted  and  afterwards  perpetuated. 

The  next  half-mile  on  this  side  is  jack  water; 
especially  is  it  so  in  spring  and  summer,  and,  in 
fact,  until  the  first  heavy  flood  in  autumn  by  which 
they  will  be  driven  lower  down  to  slacker  water. 

On  our  right,  extending  from  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  weir,  is  a  long  row  of  withies  growing 
out  from  the  undermined  and  wasting  bank.  Had 
we  time  we  would  land  above,  crawl  to  the  edge, 
take  a  peep  and  see  how  fully  the  chub  appreciate 
the  home  which  the  rush  in  flood-time  has  made  for 
them.  Here  the  fat  and  lazy,  and  the  small  and 
active,  swim  in  and  out  amid  the  labyrinth  of  roots. 


Photo  hy\ 


LUMSDEN  HAS  BEEN  TeYING  MY  ROD. 
"  I  like  this  rod,  I  say,  Mr.  Geen — 1  say.'  . 


tir.  A'.  Gcen. 


demanded  catch  many  pike  and  grow  to  age  your- 
self before  you  even  learnt  one's  whereabouts. 

We  will  not  then  waste  the  day  here  after  a  trout, 
but  will  make  for  the  eddy  on  our  right.  Here  1 
have  had  many  good  takes  of  barbel  so  we  must 
not  leave  it  unnoticed.  They  may  be  on  and 
detain  us  for  hours.  I  should  like  you,  too,  before 
leaving,  to  try  with  a  paternoster  all  round  its  sides 
for  the  perch  which  head  up  here  for  minnows  in 
the  early  season. 

You  may  with  profit  spend  a  day  in  this  snug 
corner,  with  your  eyes  now  and  then  diverted  from 
your  rod  to  the  pictures  around  you.  Nature  has 
not  done  all  that  she  is  capable  of,  but  it  is  a  pretty 
scene  and  you  will  not  gaze  upon  it  for  long  without 
a  feeling  stealing  over  you  of  "it's  all  my  own." 
The  busy  world  comes  not  here,  though  close  at 
hand  ;  you  have  only  to  raise  your  eyes  some  6ft. 
above  the  level  of  your  head  to  see  boat  after  boat, 
with  their  gaily-dressed  occupants,  pass  noiselessly 
by — the  falling  waters  drown  every  sound — and, 
as  they  enter  or  emerge  from  the  cut,  they  have 
more  the  appearance  of  puppets  in  some  grand 
show  than  that  which  we  know  them  to  be. 

We  will  also  try  the  boughs  on  the  left  about 
twenty  yards  below. 

Cast  out  a  ledger  with  a  small  round  bullet  and 
let  it  roll  under  the  first  bough ;  then  throw  in  a 
small  ball  of  clay  with  a  few  worms  cut  in  halves. 
1  have  done  this  scores  of  times  and  I  don't  think 


Chuh. — There  are  two  primary  methods  of  getting 
rare  sport  with  this  bold  feeder. 

At  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  on  until 
November,  you  should  catch  them  with  the  fly. 
For  the  first  two  months  of  this  period  they  are  on 
the  scours  or  at  the  shallowing  ends  of  pools  where 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  pace  of  the  river's  flow. 
Almost  any  fly  of  grilse  size  (particularly  those 
that  have  some  dash  of  white)  is  likely  to  fetch 
them.  I  have  been  most  successful  with  a  Silver 
Doctor,  but  you  can  make  nearly  any  fly  attractive 
to  the  chub  by  giving  it  a  tail  of  white  kid  or 
chamois  leather. 

Remember  always  that  chub  are  very  shy  of 
the  human  face ;  therefore,  cast  as  long  a  line  as 
convenient. 

In  the  summer  lime  the  fish  are  near  the  banks ; 
so  throw  your  fly  towards  the  boughs  or  high 
hollowed  banks  where  there  is  a  good  depth  of 
wate  r. 

As  a  guide  to  choice  of  what  to  try  with  bear 
in  mind  that  the  chub  are  expecting  all  sorts  of 
insects  to  fajl  fi  om  the  trees  or  the  long  grasses 
that  fringe  high  banks ;  now  and  then  a  frog 
comes  and  is  quickly  seized.  So  you  may  use 
almost  anything  that  resembles  life  so  long  as  you 
make  natural  its  splash  into  the  water  without 
being  seen  yourself. 

If  you  are  on  the  bank  you  may  indulge  in 
dapping  under  any  boughs  that  overhang  a  deep^ 


slowly- flowing  hiding  place.  Use  every  possible 
piece  of  cover  for  your  movements,  and  drop  or 
dap  your  caterpillar,  frog,  or  bee  into  every  likely 
place  where  your  rod-point  can  find  a  way  ;  leave 
the  consideration  of  means  of  petting  the  fish  out 
till  the  quickly-fought  battle  is  over.  You  must 
have  your  stiflest  rod  ,and  strongest  tackle  for 
dapping. 

From  November  onwards,' thellater  in  the  year 
the  better,  the  most  deadly  bait  that  can  be  offered 
is  pith  and  brains.  Ask  your  butcher  for  two  sets 
of  bullock's  brains,  or  half  a  dozen  sets  from  sheep, 
which  wash,  cleanse,  and  peel.  On  your  fishing 
morning  put  them,  chopped  quite  small,  into  a 
bait-can  with  some  water,  and  take  with  you  a  cup, 
or,  preferably,  a  cup-like  ves?eliwith  a  long  enough 
handle  to  allow  you  to  keep  your  hands  dry  wher; 
you  come  to  throwing  in  spoonfuls  from  your  can. 

This  baiting  needs  much  care ;  you  must  manage 
so  that  the  stream  may  take  the  attractive,  slowly 
sinking,  glittering  morsels  to  the  eddying  hole 
where  the  fish  are  lying.  The  water  in  the  bait- 
can  helps  you  by  its  weight  in  the  throwing  of  the 
brains  as  near  as  possible  to  the  spot  you  have 
decided  on. 

Have  from  your  butcher  also  a  length  of  pith 
from  a  bullock's  spine,  from  which  cut  an  inch  or 
more  as  may  best  cover  your  triangle  hook.  Pay 
this  down  in  the  wake  of  the  smaller  tasty  morseis 
which,  no  doubt,  have  opened  the-eyes  and  mouths 
of  the  winter-hungry  fish. 

Always  remember  that  it  is  best  to  be- fishing 
one  or  two  feet  from  the  bottom  and,  that  the 
baited  hook  may  be  in  advance,  keep  a  slight 
check  on  the  float's  run. 

So  uniform  has  been  my  success  with  this  bait 
that  a  total  failure  with  it  stands  out,  as  exceptions 
to  rules  are  apt  to  do. 

Here  is  a  memory  of  one  such  failure: — Seven 
hours  on  one  of  the  best  chub  rivers  in  England, 
and  in  a  portion  most  strictly  preserved,  patiently 
fishing  with  the  most  deadly — if  properly  manipu- 
lated— bait  that  can  be  ofl'ered,  and  not  a  fish. 

Eddies  gentle  and  rapid,  deep  and  shallow,  and 
not  a  fish.  Six  foot,  steadily-flowing,  straight 
runs,  under  high  banks  and  overhanging  willows, 
and  still  not  a  fish. 

Yet  this  day  will  stand  out  in  bold  and  pleasing 
relief  when  days  of  genial  weather  and  great 
successes  shall  have  been  forgotten. 

The  wind  blew,  the  blinding  snow  fell,  the  line 
froze  and  the  fish  refused  to  bite,  but  my  friend's 
pluck  and  kind  attention  never  failed ;  move  where 
I  would,  be  quick  or  slow,  he  was  ever  at  my  heels 
with  the  bait-can  of  chopped  brains  and  a  piece  of 
ready-skinned  pith ;  yet  not  a  fishj 

The  next  day  there  was  a  softer  wind  with  an 
occasional  burst  of  sunshine.  I  was  gillie  then  and 
my  friend  the  fisher,  and  the  large  rush  basket 
would  not  have  held  one  half  of  the  fish  he  caught 
had  we  retained  them  alL 

When  the  first  hard  frost  comes  have  a  try  with 
this  latter  method  for  some  of  those  chub  under 
the  withies  in  the  Old  River  which  I  pointed  out 
to  you  as  good  chub-ground  as  we  passed  them. 

Next  we  reach  some  broader,  quieter  eddies. 
Notice  how  easily  they  may  be  fished  from  the 
bank. 

A  short  time  since  I  was  passing  this  spot  while 
a  bank  angler  was  in  tlie  act  of  carefully  lifting 
out  a  good  roach  ;  as  the  punt  went  slowly  past  I 
saw  a  little  bit  of  paste  put  on  the  hook  and, 
immediately  above  it,  a  very  small  ball  of  ground- 
bait.  It  was  very  gingerly  lowered  and,  almost  as 
soon  as  it  could  have  reached  the  bottom,  there 
was  a  strike,  and.  to  judge  by  the  top  of  the  rod, 
another  good  roach  would  soon  be  upon  the  grass. 

The  broad,  shallow,  sandy  slack,  fringed  with 
short  rushes,  before  us  on  our  left,  is  one  of  the 
spawning  beds  for  roach ;  and  about  the  third 
week  in  May  it  presents  a  curious  spectacle.  The 
mass  of  roach  collected  here  causes  the  water  to 
assume  a  dark  slate  tint,  a  shade  of  colour  well 
known  to  the  poacher,  who  has  no  need  to 
approach  too  closely  to  see  what  is  there ;  his  net 
is  drawn  carefully  round  it,  and  the  river  is  so 
much  the  poorer. 

{To  he  continued.) 


A  FINE  pike,  says  the  Standard,  turning  the  s^ale  at 
25ilb.,  was  succesisfully  landed  by  a  well-known 
Wandsworth  angler  named  Alfred  Bilton,  at 
Teddington  Biidge.  on  March  5. 
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HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTEATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


(Continued  from  page  145.) 
C  H  A  P  T  E  E    Y.— continued. 
Floss  Silk  Bodies. 
These  are  the  most  difficult  of  all  to  make  really 
well.    At  one  time  I  invariably  made  the  whole 
body,  on  an  eyed  hook,  with  floss  silk,  but  found 
that  a  better  plan  was  to  first  form  the  taper  with 
a  thin  layer  of  seal's  fur,  and  then  to  cover  this 


with  floss,  starting  at  the  shoulder.  The  floss  must 
be  smoothed  at  every  turn.  If  a  hackle  is  required 
up  the  body,  the  point  is  tied  in  by  the  floss,  on  its 
way  back  to  the  shoulder. 

For  a  hook  with  gut  loop,  the  floss  only  is 
required  ;  it  is  tied  in  at  the  shoulder,  wound.to  the 
butt  and  back  again. 

Some  flies  have  no  butt,  but  floss  silk  which 
forms  part  of  the  body  is  wound' close  up  to  the 
tail  and  floss  of  the  tag.    Care  must  be  taken  to 


Fig.  34. 


avoid  a  lump  or  ridge  where  the  tail  is  tied  in  ;  so 
after  tying  in  the  tail  and  the  ribbing  (the  ends  of 
which  should  not  be  cut  ofl),  wind  the  tying  silk 
closely  and  evenlj'  for  a  short  distance  up  the  body, 
then  tie  in  the  floss,  and  proceed  as  for  an  ordinary 
floss  or  fur  body. 

If  one  half  of  the  body  is  to  be  orange  floss,  the 
other  half  black  floss,  the  best  plan,  on  an  eyed 
hook  of  large  or  medium  size,  is  to  pad  the  whole 
body  slightly  with  fur  first,  by  tying  in  at  the  butt 
a  piece  of  doubled  silk,  spinning  the  fur  on  to  it, 
and  winding  to  the  shoulder  ;  the  original  tying 
silk  is  then  wound  in  open  coils  to  the  centre, 
where  the  orange  floss  is  tied  in,  wound  on,  and 
finished  off ;  the  black  floss  is  then  fixed  in  at  the 
shoulder,  wound  on,  and  finished  off. 

Tinsel  Bodies. — There  are  several  methods  of 
making  these.  I  will  describe  the  two  which  I 
think  the  best. 

The  first  is  as  follows  : — After  the  butt  is  com- 
pleted the  ribbing  tinsel  is  tied  in  with  one  turn  at 
the  side  of  the  hook,  the  next  turn  ties  in  the  body 
tinsel  above  the  ribbing.  Before  tying  in  the  body 
tinsel,  cut  one  end  to  a  taper.  The  point,  tied  in 
M'ith  the  taper  to  the  left,  is  raised  with  a  knife  and 
turned  over  the  tying  silk  and  pressed  with  the 
nail.  The  tying  silk  is  next  wound  in  open  coils 
up  the  body,  and  floss  tied  in  at  the  shoulder.  The 
padding  has  now  to  be  most  carefully  worked  up  ; 
a  true  taper  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  tinsel 
to  wind  on  flat  and  even.  The  first  turn  should  be 
wound  on  close  to  the  butt.  One  coil  must  not 
overlap  another  ;  and  each  coil  should  be  pressed 
close  to  the  one  before  it. 

When  the  whole  body  is  covered,  wind  three  tight 


turns  of  the  tying  silk  over  the  tinsel  at  right  angles 
to  the  hook  ;  cut  off  the  end  as  close  as  possible, 
then  with  the  nails  press  the  edge  down,  and  wind  a 
turn  or  two  more  of  the  tying  silk.  The  ribbing  is 
now  tightly  wound  and  fixed. 

When  there  is  to  be  a  hackle  down  the  body  it  is 
tied  in  by  the  body  tinsel  only.  In  this  case  the 
ribbing  tinsel  must  pass  over  and  tie  down  the 
stem  of  the  hackle,  otherwise  it  would  be  cut  by 


the  edge  of  the  body  tinsel  directly  you  tried  to 
wind  it  on. 

For  jointed  bodies  or  for  small  flies  use  the 
tinsel  of  medium  width. 

The  second  method  of  tying  in  the  tinsels 
involves  theii'  being  tied  in  at  the  same  time  as  the 


Fio.  36. 

tag,  and  is  as  follows : — After  the  floss  for  the  tag 
is  tied  in  tie  in  a  piece  of  ribbing  tinsel,  stripped 
as  usual,  at  the  side  of  the  hook,  but  in  this  case 
the  ribbing  tinsel  must  lie  to  the  right.  Wind  on 
the  floss  for  the  tag,  finish  it  off',  and  tie  in  the 
tail  with  two  turns.    Take  the  body  tinsel,  cut  to 


FiG.  37. 

a  taper  at  one  end,  as  in  the  first  method,  and  ^\-ith 
the  taper  to  the  left,  the  tinsel  inclining  to  the 
right,  tie  it  in  with  one  turn  of  silk  close  to  and 
innnediately  abo\-e  the  ribbing,  turn  the  point  back 
over  the  tyhig  silk  as  before,  tie  in  the  herl  or  wool 
for  the  butt,  wind  it  on,  and  finish  it  off  under  the 
hook,  but  in  doing  so  be  careful  not  to  tie  down 
the  tinsels,  but  pull  them  back  out  of  the  way,  so 
that  the"  tying  silk  can  pass  close  up  to  the  butt. 
From  this  point  onwards  the  method  of  completing 


the  body  is  the  same  as  the  last.  I  should  add 
that  when  tying  in  the  ribbing  the  distance  must 
be  judged  so  that  the  stripped  part  will  just  reach 
the  last  tnrn  of  the  butt.  Tied  in  as  I  have 
described  there  cannot  possibly  be  anj'  lump  or 
ridge  on  the  body  close  to  the  butt,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  sliow  how  or  where  the  tinsel  is  tied  in. 
If  the  exposed  external  silk  of  the  ribbing  tinsel  is 
cut  to  a  point  it  helps  to  taper  tlic  tag. 

Chenille  jBo/Zies.— Strip  oft'  witli  the  nails  about 
one  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  fluff'  which  forms  the 


chenille,  leaving  the  internal  threads  bare.  Tie  m 
these  threads  at  the  side  of  the  hook  and  wind  the 
tying  silk  up  the  hook  as  usual.  Little  or  no 
padding  is  required.  If  the  body  is  to  have 
chenilles  of  two  difl'erent  colours  they  should  be 
tied  in  together  at  the  side  of  the  hook,  one  above 
the  other,  and  rolled  roimd  together. 

Tinselled  chenilles  are  tied  on  in  the  same  way, 
but  while  winding  them  with  the  right  hand  work 


Fig.  39. 

the  tinsel  down  the  threads  with  the  left,  or  you 
will  find  that  the  act  of  pulling  will  spread  out  the 
tinsel  and  leave  the  inside  thread  exposed. 

Herls. — For  bodies  these  should  be  tied  in  two 
at  a  time  and  rolled  on  their  sides  round  the  hook. 
If  not  long  enough  for  the  whole  body  finish  them 
off  and  tie  in  fresh  ones  with  the  same  turn  of  silk. 
With  care  there  will  be  no  perceptible  difl'erence  in 
the  thickness  of  the  body  at  the  jimction.  Another 
method,  much  stronger  but  not  neai-h-  so  neat,  is 
to  tie  in  the  herls  with  two  turns,  twist  them  and 
the  tjing  silk  together,  and  roll  all  round  the  hook. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  Marked  Kelt.— On  March  11,  1904,  at  Neddins 
(half-way  between  Cahir  and  Clonmel),  on  the  river 
Suir,  CO.  Tipp.,  a  spent  salmon  was  caught  on  tho 
rod  and  marked  with  one  of  the  Irish  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fishery  silver  labels  (D.  1650),  and 
returned  to  the  river.  On  Feb.  1.5,  1905,  this  fish 
was  recaptured  on  the  river  Barrow,  near  the 
bridge,  at  New  Ross,  co.  Wexford.  When  first 
caught  this  fish  as  a  kelt  weighed  fijlb.,  and  measured 
30in.  in  length.  On  Feb.  15,  1905,  a  little  more 
than  eleven  months  after  being  marked,  the  fisli 
weighed  171b.  7oz.  and  measured  35in.  in  length  ; 
growth  in  eleven  months.  5in.  in  length,  lOlb.  looz. 
in  weight.  The  rivers  Suir  and  Barrow  share  the 
same  estuary. — -303  in  the  Field,  March  4. 


166 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  11,  1905 


PEESENTATION  TO  MK.  M.  G.  E. 
DE  COUECY. 


Seven  years  ago  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  W.  Galloway  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society.  At  the  end  of  1904,  however, 
the  former  expressed  a  desire  to  be  relieved  of  the 
position  he  had  so  long  and  worthily  occupied. 
Failing  the  appointment  of  a  new  secretary  at  the 
time,  Mr.  de  Courcy  very  kindly  undertook  to  carry 
on  the  work  fro  tern.  In  recognition  of  his  valuable 
services  to  the  society  a  presentation  was  made  to 
him  on  Monday  evening  on  the  occasion  of  the 
House  Dinner,  reported  in  another  column.  The 
presentation,  which  was  made  by  the  President, 
Mr.  Horace  Brown,  took  the  shape  of  a  handsome 
silver  cigarette  case  with  a  cheque  inside  it.  The 
case  bore  the  following  inscription :  "  Presented  to 
M.  G.  E.  de  C.  by  a  few  of  liis  friends  in  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  on  his  resigning  the  Hon.  Secretary- 
ship, 1898-1905."  In  handing  Mr.  de  Courcy 
the  gifts,  the  President  said  that  seven  years  ago 
Mr.  de  Courcy  was  asked  if  he  would  undertake 
the  position  of  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  society.  In 
his  very  modest  manner  he  said  he  would  do  so, 
and  right  well  had  he^  kept  his  word.  Puring  the 
extended  period  referred  to  Mr.  de  Courcy  had 
laboured  faithfully  for  the  society,  and  never  asked 
for  a  ticket  of  leave,  until  the  end  of  last  year. 
Then  the  committee  looked  round  to  see  who  could 
be  got  to  fill  his  place.  Doubtless  many  would 
have  been  found  willing  to  do  so  but  for 
the  calls  of  business  upon  their  time.  As 
it  was,  they  were  landed  at  the  beginning 
of  1905  without  an  Hon.  Secretary.  Thereupon, 
Mr.  de  Courcy,  upon  being  approached,  offered,  in 
his  unassuming  manner,  to  continue  the  office  until 
a  successor  could  be  found  to  him.  He  deserved 
great  credit  for  the  unostentatious  manner  in  which 
he  had  taken  an  enormous  amount  of  work  upon 
his  shoulders.  (Hear,  hear. )  A  few  of  the  members 
thought  that  the  least  they  could  do  would  be  to 
beg  Mr.  de  Courcy  to  accept  some  little  gift  as  a 
memento  of  his  official  connection  with  the  society. 
His  fellow  members,  who  had  been  written  to, 
responded  with  alacrity  to  the  suggestion,  and 
were  glad  to  do  something  for  one  who  had 
accomplished  so  much  for  the  society.  The  result 
was  that  he  (the  President)  asked  Mr.  de  Courcy 
to  accept  a  silver  cigarette  case  "  with  something 
inside  it,"  more  than  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
Leonard  rod,  a  check  winch — in  fact,  a  whole  pet 
of  the  finest  up-to-date  tackle.  (Applause.)  He 
(the  speaker)  expressed  the  hope  that  when  the 
rod  came  to  be  used  by  their  old  and  esteemed 
colleague  with  his  accuracy  and  well-known  artistic 
skill  to  cast  a  fly  to  a  trout,  the  latter  would  take 
the  lure  as  readily  as  Mr.  de  Courcy  had  always 
accepted  and  acted  upon  any  and  every  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  his  brethren  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  (Applause.)  They  thanked  their  Hon. 
Sec.  fro  tern,  most  sincerely  for  all  he  had  done  in 
the  past,  and  wished  him  luck  in  every  way  in  the 
future.    (Loud  applause.) 

Musical  honours  having  been  accorded^  Mr. 
M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  briefly  expressed  the  pleasure 
he  experienced  at  being  the  recipient  of  so 
handsome  a  testimonial.  He  was  gratified  beyond 
measure  to  learn  that  his  poor  services  had  been 
appreciated  by  his  brother  members,  and  to  find 
himself  the  proud  possessor  of  such  a  substantial 
mark  of  the  esteem  and  regard  in  which  he  was 
held  by  his  fellow  Piscatorials.  (Applause.) 

H.  A.  R. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


INTERESTING  DISCUSSION  ON  GRAYLING. 

The  first  house  dinner  on  Monday  last  proved 
an  unequivocal  success.  There  was  a  large  gather- 
ing of  members,  the  President,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown, 
occupying  the  chair.  A  well-arranged  menu  was 
provided  by  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  from  first 
to  last  the  proceedings  were  of  a  most  enjoyable 
character.  After  dinner  the  challenge  cups  and 
medals  won  during  1904  were  presented  to  the 
successful  competitors.  This  was  followed  by  a 
presentation  to  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  do  Courcy,  the  Hon. 
Secretary  pro  tern.,  the  report  of  which  appears 
above.  A  long  discussion  then  ensued  on  the 
question  whether  or  not  grayling  are  beneficial  in 
the  Lambourn.    The  Chairman  "  opened  the  ball," 


stating  that  grayling  had  got  a  bad  name  in  places. 
It  was  open  to  doubt,  however,  whether  it  deserved 
it  altogether.  Starlings  and  rooks  were  said  to  be 
the  enemies  of  the  farmer,  bullfinches  were  supposed 
to  be  harmful  in  gardens,  kestrels  in  regard  to 
game,  and  otters  in  streams.  In  fact,  there  were 
many  instances  where  alleged  damage  by  birds  and 
beasts  had  not  been  quite  brought  home.  It  was 
with  the  object  of  finding  out  the  truth  in  re 
grayling  that  the  debate  was  suggested. 

Major  Blackwood  thereupon  took  up  the  case  of 
the  plaintiff  in  the ,  case  for  exterminating  the 
grayling.  He  said  that  as  far  as  he  had  been  able 
to  discover,  trout  and  grayling  do  not  get  on  in  the 
same  water.  He  quoted  the  authority  of  a  pisci- 
culturist to  support  his  contention  in  this  respect. 
The  Major  could  not  tell  what  the  grayling  really 
did,  but  thought  that  as  a  rule  when  they  found 
their  way  into  a  trout  stream,  trout  ceased  to  rise, 
and  were  not  so  attentive  to  the  lly  as  they  had 
been  before.  In  many  rivers  there  was  not  enough 
food  for  the  two  varieties  of  the  Salmo  family,  but 
he  admitted  that  this  was  not  the  case  in  the 
Lambourn. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  was  called  upon  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Lambourn  grayling.  It  was,  he  said, 
unfortunate  for  those  who  decried  the  grayling  to 
have  selected  the  Lambourn  at  Newbury  to  give 
point  to  their  attack  upon  the  fish,  for  by  doing  so 
they  stood  self-condemned.  They  had  heard  all 
sorts  of  fairy  tales  about  grayling  being  inimical  to 
trout,  but  not  a  particle  of  proof  had  been  oft'ered 
to  support  the  assertions  made.  Eight  years  ago 
the  Lambourn  contained  few  grayling,  but  many 
trout.  The  latter  were  thin,  inferior  in  quality 
and  in  shape  —  in  fact,  they  were  sneeringly 
designated  "  gaspipes."  But  it  had  been  mentioned 
over  and  over  again  at  the  society's  meetings  that 
the  trout  had  shown  a  marvellous  improvement, 
the  lanky,  eel-like  fish  having  disappeared — Mr.  H. 
T.  Sheringham  indeed  was  credited  with  having 
captured  the  last  "gaspipe."  But  strange  to  re- 
late, Thymallus  had  increased  and  multiplied, 
though  despite  this  undoubted  circumstance  the 
trout,  instead  of  deteriorating,  had  become  grand 
fish.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  grayling 
had  done  the  trout  no  harm  at  any  rate.  To  argue 
that  the  presence  of  grayling  in  a  stream  prevented 
trout  rising,  was  a  new  dictum  to  him.  It  was  not 
so  in  the  case  of  the  Lambourn  trout.  The  only 
tangible  argument  in  favour  of  annihilating 
grayling  was  that  they  ate  trout  ova.  But 
this  was  a  case  of  six  of  one  and  half  a  dozen 
of  the  other.  Grayling  would  eat  trout  ova, 
and  the  latter-named  fish  would  return  the  com- 
pliment. After  touching  upon  the  question  of 
grayling  bullying  trout,  the  decline  of  grayling 
fishing  at  Hungerford,  the  disappearance  this  last 
season  of  grayling  (and  trout,  too)  from  various 
southern  rivers,  Mr.  Rolt  urged  the  opponents  of 
the  Lambourn  grayling  to  be  honest.  Let  them 
acknowledge  straightforwardly  that  they  were  no 
match  for  the  fish,  and  could  not  catch  it ;  but 
let  them  not  lay  crimes  to  the  charge  of  the  poor 
grayling  of  which  it  was  absolutely  guiltless. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  did  not  object  to  grayling  being 
in  the  Lambourn  to  a  small  extent,  but  would  Uke 
to  see  fishing  for  them  stopped  at  the  end  of 
October.  If  there  were  too  many  grayling  in  the 
water,  it  was  a  question  whether  they  did  not  do 
harm  by  eating  the  larvae  of  the  May  My  and  other 
flies.  In  this  connection  he  had  received  a  long 
letter  from  that  capable  angler  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson, 
who  mentioned  that  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
lower  water  twenty-five  years  ago  was  teeming 
with  grayling,  as  was  also  the  Darley  Dale  Club 
water.  During  this  time  the  May  Fly  gradually 
became  almost  extinct.  The  grayling  were  reduced, 
and  the  May  Fly  returned.  Mr.  Hodson  was  of 
opinion  "  that  an  overstock  of  grayling  gobbled  up 
the  nympha3  as  it  crept  to  the  bed  of  the  river, 
and  simply  wiped  the  May  Fly  out." 

Mr.  W.  M.  CoUes  strongly  supported  the  retention 
of  the  grayling  in  the  Lambourn.  In  books  of 
reference  he  had  not  found  a  single  word  against 
the  grayling.  From  books  he  had  gone  to  friends, 
and  this  is  what  he  had  heard  frowi  three  of  the 
greatest  living  authorities  on  fly-fishing — Mr.  W. 
Senior,  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Halford. 
This  is  what  the  editor  of  the  Field  said  on  the 
subject:  — 

"I  do  not  know  one  solid  fact  against  grayling 
in  a  trout  stream  other  than  that  of  the  food 
supply.    That  grayling  eat  food  which  trout  eat,  is 
I  a  solid  fact.    Other  than  that,  I  have  never  suc- 


ceeded in  obtaining  anything  you  could  call 
evidence  to  warrant  the  prejudice  that  grayling  are 
inimical  to  trout.  I  have  always  tried  to  get  the 
evidence,  but  it  has  not  been  forthcoming.  Per- 
sonally, my  opinion  is  what  it  always  has  been, 
that  the  winter  fishing  offered  by  the  grayling  far 
out-balances  the  mischief,  if  any,  provided  the 
stream  is  suitable  and  the  food  plentiful." 

"John  Bickerdyke's  "  view  is  as  follows:  — 

"There  are  a  lot  of  ridiculous  charges  brought 
against  the  grayling  eating  trout  spawn,  harrying 
the  trout,  etc. ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  real 
point  against  it  in  a  trout  stream  is  one  which 
would  apply  to  roach  or  dace — namely,  that  every 
river  can  sustain  a  certain  number  of  fish  and  no 
more  in  health — I  mean  the  food  supply  is  limited 
in  a  river  as  it  is  in  a  meadow,  and  the  river  cannot, 
therefore,  support  so  many  trout  if  it  has  also  to 
support  a  certain  number  of  grayling.  Grayling 
in  many  rivers  breed  faster  than  trout,  and  require 
thinning  out  occasionally.  I  am  a  lover  of  grayling 
in  those  rivers  in  which  tliey  will  rise  to  the  fly, 
and  had  I  a  trout  stream  of  my  own  at  the  present 
time  that  is  the  only  point  which  would  influence 
me  as  to  having  the  grayling  or  not.  In  some 
rivers,  as  you  know,  they  rise  very  badly.  The 
fly  fishing  season  for  trout  in  England  is  so  miser- 
ably short  that  the  grayling  (as  I  said  before, 
where  it  will  rise)  is  a  great  acquisition." 

Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  in  his  "  JMaking  a  Fishery," 
is  strongly  in  favour  of  grayling,  and  condenms  the 
theory  that  they  eat  trout  ova  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  In  reply  to  a  letter  the  speaker  had  ad- 
dressed to  him,  Mr.  Halford  wrote  this:  "I  like 
them  in  a  river  if  their  number  is  kept  within 
reasonable  limits.  To  do  this  the  pike  must  be 
killed  off  and  trout  restocking  carried  out  on  a 
liberal  scale.  That  is  the  crux,"  Mr.  Colles  con- 
tended that  if  the  grayling  consume  a  quantity  of 
bottom  food  the  trout  ought  to  rise  better.  Ho 
did  not  think  there  were  so  many  grayling  in  the 
Lambourn  as  one  imagined,  but  as  they  were 
allowed  to  be  fished  for  from  April  15  to  Dec.  31 
they  were  given  short  shrift.  It  was  unfair  to 
charge  the  grayling  with  reducing  the  supply  of 
May  Fly.  Tlie  whole  thing  turned  upon  the  question 
whether  there  was  sufficient  food  for  both  trout 
and  grayling.  The  latter  was  the  loveliest  fish  that 
swam,  and  should  be  maintained. 

After  Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M.  Kemp  had  spoken,  Mr. 
A.  C.  Poole  urged  that  trout  fishing  on  one  part  of 
the  Itchen  had  been  seriously  affected  by  the  gray- 
ling. He  instanced  the  Brambridge  water.  This 
formerly  was  full  of  grayling,  but  held  few  trout, 
which  were  thin  and  underfed.  By  fishing  for 
grayling  in  late  autumn  and  winter  they  were 
disturbing  their  trout  at  a  critical  period  of  their 
existence — their  breeding  season.  Grayling  were, 
in  his  opinion,  not  desirable  with  trout,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  see  the  day  when  the  two  were 
not  allowed  in  one  stream. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  when  reading  one  of 
Halford's  books,  had  found  that  the  larviB  of  the 
May  Fly  buried  itself  as  much  as  3ft.  in  the  mud  at 
a  certain  time.  He  had  never  seen  a  grayling  which 
could  dig  thus  deeply,  and  doubted  if  one  could  go 
down  into  the  bed  of  the  river  3in.  Possibly  gray- 
ling got  hold  of  the  nymphsB  as  it  ascended,  but 
trout  being  more  active,  easily  beat  the  grayling  in 
this  respect.  He  could  hardly  believe  that  the 
scarcity  of  May  Fly  in  a  river  was  due  to  the 
presence  of  grayling  there.  He  also  questioned 
whether  grayling  bullied  trout.  Trout  fishing  was 
rapidly  becoming  worth  its  weight  in  gold.  If  gray- 
ling were  netted  out  of  the  streams  they  now 
inhabited,  where  was  the  gra3'ling  fisher  to  find 
future  sport?  Why,  grayling  fishing  would  be 
worth  its  weight  in  diamonds !  He  would  vote  for 
the  retention  of  gi-ayling  in  streams  in  which  it 
now  existed. 

Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  H.  W.  Ansell,  and 
J.  K.  Evans  also  spoke,  after  which  the  toast  of 
"The  Visitors"  was  cordially  drunk,  Mr.  W.  D. 
Coggeshall,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  replying.  At 
the  close  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Coggeshall  kindly 
exhibited  some  of  the  famous  light  American  rods, 
which  were  tried  and  admired  by  many  of  the 
members  present.  H.  A.  R. 


The  Rev.  CiJarles  Grib  will  give  a  musical 
lecture  on  "Artistic  Breathing  and  the  old  Italiaa 
Method  of  Smgina:,"  at  St  Bride  Institute,  Fleet- 
street,  on  March  15,  at  eight  o'clock.  The  e  will  be 
vocal  illustrations,  and  singers  and  speakers  especi- 
ally should  attend. 
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THE  NATIONAL  MOTOE  BOAT 
AND  SPOETSMAN'S  SHOW. 


Rear-Admiral  Joseph  H.  Coghlan,  U.S.N., 
ofiBcially  opened  the  annual  National  Motor  Boat 
and  Sportsman's  Show  at  Madison-square  Garden, 
New  York,  on  Feb.  21.  Admiral  Coghlan  was 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  and  there  was  a  very 
large  attendance  of  yachtsmen,  who  came  from  all 
over  the  country  to  review  the  latest  products  of 
American  and  foreign  manufacturers. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  connection 
with  this  great  show  is  the  Anglers'  Casting 
Tournament. 

General  Rules  Governing  all  Contests. 
In  all  events  there  shall  he  a  First  Prize,  Gold  Medal; 
Second  Prize,  Silver  Medal;  and  Third  Prize, 
Bronze  Medal, 

Rule  1. — All  contests  shall  be  governed  by  two 
judges  and  a  referee.  In  case  of  disagreement  the 
referee  shall  decide. 

Rule  2. — No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
contest,  except  contests  "open  to  all,"  who  has 
ever  taught  casting  for  pay;  fished  for  a  living; 
been  a  guide,  or  who  has  been  engaged  in  either  the 
manufacture  or  sale  of  fishing  tackle. 

Rule  3. — All  persons  competing  shall  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  event. 

Rule  4. — The  order  in  which  the  contestants  shall 
cast  shall  be  determined  by  the  judges.  The  con- 
testants must  be  ready  to  cast  when  called  upon  by 
the  judges. 

Rule  5. — The  leader  and  fly  or  lure  in  each 
contest  must  be  intact  at  the  time  of  record  by  the 
judges,  and  the  length  and  weight  of  the  rod  must 
be  recorded. 

Rule  6. — Arrangements  shall  be  made  by  the 
judges  to  accurately  determine  the  point  at  which 
the  fly  or  lure  falls. 

Rule  7. — Contests  shall  be  called  promptly  at 
3.30  p.m.  and  8.30  p.m. 

Rule  8. — After  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place 
on  the  stand,  which  is  a  platform  not  more  than 
eighteen  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  his 
time  shall  be  counted  from  the  moment  he  says 
"ready,"  and  the  first  cast  thereafter  shall  count. 
The  longest  cast  during  the  five  minutes  succeeding 
the  word  "ready"  shall  be  taken  as  his  record  for 
distance. 

Rule  9. — The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and 
no  rod  fhall  exceed  eleven  and  one-half  (11  J)  feet  in 
length,  excepting  when  otherwise  specified.  The 
line  must  not  be  weighted. 

Rule  10. — The  barb  and  point  must  be  removed 
from  all  hooks. 

Rule  11. — Trout  flies  on  hooks  no  smaller  than 
No.  12,  old  scale,  shall  be  used,  unless  otherwise 
specified.  Leaders,  which  must  be  of  single  gut, 
shall  not  exceed  the  length  of  the  rod  by  more  than 
2ft.,  unless  otherwise  specified. 

Rule  12. — Time  will  be  allowed  in  case  of  accident 
to  make  repairs,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges. 

Rule  13. — The  switch  style  of  casting  will  not  be 
allowed  except  in  the  class  so  devoted  to  that 
method. 

Rule  14. — All  difficulties  or  disputes,  arising  and 
not  provided  for  in  these  rules  or  the  rules  govern- 
ing each  contest,  shall  be  referred  to  the  judges, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

Rule  15. — When  the  method  of  casting  to  be 
employed  is  specified  in  the  rules  governing  an 
event,  no  other  style  than  that  designated  will  be 
allowed. 

Rule  16. — In  all  events  where  the  weight  of  the 
rod  is  limited,  an  allowance  of  three-quarters  of  an 
ounce  shall  be  made  for  the  solid  metal  reel  seat, 
and  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  for  an  independent 
handle,  providmg  such  handle  and  butt  joint  of  the 
rod  are  each  made  with  the  usual  metal  ferrule  and 
the  rod,  exclusive  of  the  handle,  is  made  in  three 
pieces  joined  by  metal  ferrules. 

Rule  17. — Whenever  a  contest  combines  both 
distance  and  accuracy,  the  competition  for  accuracy 
shall  precede  that  for  distance. 

Rule  18.— The  standard  for  hooks  is  that  of 
Harrison's  Sproat,  regular  size,  old  scale. 

The  following  are  the  details  from  Tuesday 
evening,  Feb.  21,  to  Friday  afternoon,  Feb.  24. 
The  remainder  will  be  given  in  our  next  issue. 
Tuesday  Evening,  Feb.  21,  8.30  p.m.  . 

Opening  Event. — Grilse  or  salmon  fly  casting 
for  distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Rods  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  FJy  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Committee. 

Judges  .•— H.  B.  Leckler,  Milton  H.  Smith. 

Referee  :~C.  G.  Levison. 

E.  J.  Mills,  90ft.  lOin. ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  80ft. 
»in. ;  W.  T.  Morrison,  76ft.  3in. ;  J.  Howard  Wain- 
Wright  withdrew. 
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Wednesday  Afternoon,  Feb.  22,  3.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  1.— Single-Handed  Bait-Casting  Con- 
test. Distance  only.  Open  to  all,  excepting  those  who 
have  cast  more  than  lOOft.  in  any  similar  contest. 
Five  casts  shall  be  made  overhead  with  |oz.  rubber 
frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  Committee.  The 
longest  cast  to  count.    Each  contestant  may  make 
not  more  than  three  trial  casts  before  casting  to 
score.    No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast 
must  be  made  from  free  running  reel.    Should  the 
frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the 
cast  shall  coimt  but  will  not  be  scored. 
Judges  : — Lody  Smith,  M.  H.  Smith. 
Referee  : — C.  G.  Levison. 

G.  M.  La  Branche,  104ft. ;  W.  D.  Cloyes,  101ft 
6in. ;  C.  R.  Rockwood,  97ft.  ;  L.  S.  DarUne  94ft 
6in.  ;  E.  B.  Rice,  88ft.;  H.  De  Raasloff.  82ft.  ; 
Charles  Stepath,  71ft.;  H.  G.  Henderson,  71ft.; 
D.  T.  Abercrombie,  70ft.  6in.  No  trace  used.  Frog 
attached  to  end  of  line  direct.  Short  rods  of  6ft. 
or  less,  with  three  or  four  large  guides,  the  rule! 
All  reels  quadruple  multiphers,  with  free  spools. 
Small  undressed  lines  the  rule.  Rods  averaged 
about  60Z. 

Wednesday  Evening,  Feb.  22,  8.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  2.— Trout  Fly-Casting  for  distance 
only.    Open  to  youths  not  over  twenty  years  of 
age.     Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  un- 
restricted. 

Judges  .-- H.  De  Raasloff,  W.  D.  Cloves 
Referee  ;— R.  H.  Klotz. 

W.  H.  Cruickshank,  78ft.  ;  H.  G.  Henderson,  iun 
52ft. ;  Albert  Barends,  51ft.  7in. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  Feb.  23,  3.30  p.m. 
Event  No.   3.— Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest  for 
distance  only.    Open  only  t  j  those  who  have  never 
cast  more  than  60ft.  in  single  hand,  club  or  tourna- 
ment contest.    Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted. 
Judges:— H.  G.  Henderson,  C.  G.  Levison. 
Referee  ;— E.  J.  MiUs. 

Lody  Smith,  61ft.;  Charles  Stepath,  59ft.  9in  ; 
R.  H.  Klotz,  56ft.  lOin. ;  G.  M.  La  Branche,  52ft.j 
Thursday  Evening,  Feb.  23,  8.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  4.— Switch  Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  ^cast  more  than  76ft.  in  any  similar  club  or 
tournament  contest.  An  obstacle  will  be  placed 
15ft.  back  of  the  contestant.  Weight  of  rod  and 
length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Judges:— K.  B.  Leckler,  G.  S.  Far  lee. 
Referee  : — M.  H.  Smith. 

L.   S.  Darhng,   76ft.    8in.  ;   E.  B.  Rice,  61ft.; 
D.  T.  Abercrombie,  55ft. ;  R.  J.  Held,  52ft.  4m. 
Friday  Afternoon,  Feb.  24,  3.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  5.— Black  Bass  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only  to  count.    A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be 
used.    These  will  be  furnished  by  the  Committee. 
Open  only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  more  than 
75ft.  in  any  sknilar  contest  in  either  club  or  open 
tournament.    Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
imrestricted. 
Judges  .-—Robert  B.  Lawrence,  Perry  D.  Frazer 
Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

H.  G.  Henderson,  67ft.  6in.  ;  W.  S.  Morrison 
66ft  3in. ;  Will  K.  Park,  56ft.  ;  H.  De  Raasloff,  56ft.  • 
K.  J.  Held,  61ft.  3in.  Cast  off:  Park,  58ft.  2in.  ; 
De  Raasloff,  53ft. 

In  most  of  the  fly  contests  extremely  heavy 
enamelled  lines  were  used  back  of  a  long  trace,  but 
rods  averaged  much  lighter  than  those  used  at 
the  Crystal  Palace— say,  8oz.  and  10ft. 


THE  NOETON  FISHEEY,  NEAE 
BALDOCK,  HEETS. 

If  you  have  never  seen  a  place  which  you  know 
well  by  name,  you  get  all  sorts  of  ideas  about  it, 
which  are  generally  pretty  wide  of  the  mark.  I 
have  often  wanted  to  see  the  Norton  Fishery 
because  I  know  that  a  few  years  ago  it  was  not 
in  existence.  Mr.  Clement  Cookson,  at  the  end  of 
a  letter  giving  me  some  particulars  of  the  fly  fishing 
they  control,  said :  «  Why  do  you  not  pay  us  a 
visit  ?  I  think  the  place  would  interest  you." 
Next  day  my  wife  and  I  and  one  of  my  daughters 
took  the  Norton  Fishery  by  storm,  and  were  de- 
lighted with  all  we  saw.  The  Messrs.  Cookson  aro 
gentlemen  who  emigrated  from  Cumberland  four  or 
five  years  ago,  and  after  looking  round  selected  a 
charming  spot  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Ivel  in 
Herts  to  make  into  (1)  a  trout  breedmg  establish- 
ment, (2)  a  trout  fly  fishing  club.  It  was,  I 
believe,  little  more  than  a  stream  in  a  swamp  when 
they  began  operations,  the  stream  holding  a  few 
big  rainbows  up  to  61b.  and  over,  which  showed 
its  capabilities  for  feeding  trout,  and  lots  of  pike 
and  coarse  fish.  Messrs.  Cookson  cleared  out  the 
pike,  and  at  great  expense  laid  out  over  seventy 
ponds  for  fry,  yearlmgs,  larger  fish,  and  for  fish 
food.  The  Norton  Fishery  is  now  one  of  the  best  I 
have  seen,  especially  as  in  connection  with  it  there 
is  capital  brown  trout  and  rainbow  trout  fishing. 

One  grand  advantage  this  fishery  has  is  that  it 
has  the  control  of  the  water,  which  is  supplied  by 
very  strong  springs,  so  that,  although  when  gathered 
together  they  make  a  sweet  little  river,  they  afford 
separate  supplies  for  separate  series  of  ponds. 
Having  some  miles  of  river  available,  Messrs. 
Cookson  are  able  to  take  their  eggs  from  wild  fish, 
both  brown  and  rainbow  trout,  of  which  they  have 
to  my  knowledge  a  really  grand  stock.  After  the 
eggs  are  taken  the  fish  are  returned.  Rainbows 
form  a  strong  feature  of  the  stock  in  the  ponds  and 
river.  Mr.  Cookson  netted  out  some  yearlings, 
two-year-olds,  and  larger  fish  up  to  21b.  and  31b., 
and  although  it  was  so  early  in  the  year  I  never 
saw  a  better  lot.  The  river  is  full  of  natural  food. 
It  is  so  screened  at  the  end  of  their  property  that 
no  fish  can  escape,  and  the  only  poachers  who 
cannot  resist  its  attractions  are  herons  and  king- 
fishers. On  the  water  are  three  mills,  used  now 
entirely  for  purposes  of  the  fishery. 

I  was  particularly  pleased  with  the  large  ponds 
devoted  to  growing  (rout  food,  especially  that 
invaluable  little  fi-eshwater  snail  Limncea  peregra, 
which  is  a  favourite  trout  food,  and  very  prolific,  as 
it  lays  from  10,000  to  13,000  eggs  in  a  year  and 
is  very  hardy.  Mr.  Cookson  told  me  they  often 
send  away  some  thousands  when  executing  orders 
for  trout,  so  that  they  may  at  least  have  a  chance 
of  being  introduced  into  the  water  the  trout  are  to 
stock  ;  he  took  a  handful  of  the  little  snails,  and 
the  fish  took  them  before  they  had  time  to  smk 
half  way  to  the  bottom.  These  snails  and  other 
food  grown  specially  enable  Messrs.  Cookson  to 
replenish  the  supply  in  the  river  as  consumed  by 
the  large  head  of  trout  therein. 

The  large  hatching  and  rearing  houses  are  fitted 
up  with  the  latest  appliances  and  lighted  by 
electricity.  The  ova  and  fry  struck  me  as  bemg 
delightfully  healthy  and  promising,  and  like  the 
dogs,  horses,  cows,  and  other  live  stock,  showed  the 
attention  which  you  cannot  buy — the  care  of  lovers 
of  animals.  My  wife  was  highly  amused  when  a 
sweet-smelhng  Alderney  turned  on  the  electric 
light  in  her  stall  to  have  a  look  at  us. 

Messrs.  Cookson  take  a  limited  number  of  roda 
on  their  river,  a  mile  or  two  m  extent,  at  thirty -five 
guineas  ;  last  season's  bag  was  420  brace,  weighing 
12501b.,  which  is  simply  wonderful,  considering 
that  only  a  year  or  two  ago  the  place  was  a  wilder- 
ness where  pike  reigned  supreme. 

Baldock  is  an  old-world  little  place  on  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  little  more  than  an  hour's 
journey  from  King's  Cross.  There  are  one  or  two 
comfortable  hotels  suitable  for  the  requirements  of 
anglers,  and  the  fishery  is  only  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  them  and  the  station.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  Messrs.  Cookson  do  all  they  can  to 
make  things  pleasant  for  anglers,  and  in  the  summer 
the  place  must  be  a  httle  paradise.  One  great 
advantage  is  that  when  you  have  caught  a  brace  or 
two  of  fish  you  can  eat  them ;  the  abundant  supply 
of  spring  water,  even  in  the  driest  season,  gives  the 
fish  every  chance  to  acquure  and  keep  a  good 
flavour. 

[3] 
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I  am  becoming  more  and  more  an  admirer  of  the 
rainbow  trout,  and,  under  certain  conditions — the 
chief  of  which  is  plenty  of  food,  and  the  next 
prevention  of  escape — I  am  sure  there  is  a  great 
future  for  them :  if  the  food  supply  is  poor  it  is 
better  the  fish  should  escape.  It  has  often  been 
said  that  I  was  against  the  introduction  of  rainbows, 
because  I  advised  caution  in  their  introduction,  as 
it  might  turn  out  that  the  fish  would  not  stop  in 
our  rivers;  Time  has  proved  that  they  will  not 
stop  in  our  rivers,  or  any  other  waters,  imless  they 
are  compelled  to  stop  by  means  of  effective  screens 
and  gratings.  Give  them  good  food  and  a  fair 
chance  to  grow  and  no  chance  to  escape,  and  this 
very  beautiful  American  trout  will  be  foxmd  as 
game  and  as  good  to  eat  as  he  is  beautiful.  The 
rainbow  is  more  nearly  allied  to  the  sea- trout  than 
to  any  other  fish,  and  he  fights  very  much  like  a 
sea-trout.  R.  B.  Makston. 


MOEE  JOTTINGS. 


THE  BRACKEN  CLOCK. 


I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  Miller  the  series  of 
dressings  of  Red  Clock  and  Bracken  Clock  which 
he  was  good  enough  to  promise  in  his  letter  appear- 
ing in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  4,  and  I  find 
among  them  as  the  standard  Yorkshire  pattern  of 
Bracken  Clock  the  fly  which  I  had  always  under- 
stood to  be  such.  In  my  recent  paper  I  described 
it  as  a  fly  with  a  long  thin  orange  body  and  a  cock 
pheasant's  neck  hackle,  with  a  turn  of  bronze 
peacock  herl  for  head  and  one  or  two  turns  imme- 
diately behind  the  hackle — and  that  is  exactly  what 
he  has  sent  me  as  the  standard  Yorkshire  pattern. 
It  is  not  the  Red  Clock  at  all.  Mr.  Miller  dresses 
Mr.  Pritt's  pattern  as  described  (that  is,  with  yellow 
silk  body),  and  not  as  illustrated  in  his  book  (that  is, 
with  bright  orange  silk  body).  If  the  body  were 
as  illustrated,  Mr.  Pritt's  pattern  would  not  differ 
materially  from  the  standard  pattern.  None  of  the 
patterns  except  that  from  an  old  book  called 
"Angling  Improved"  are  a  bit  like  the  genuine 
Bracken  Clock  or  Fern  Webb.  The  nearest  Ls  the 
Red  Clock  of  Jackson's,  which  is  a  Coch-y-Bondhu 
with  a  red  hackle.  The  others  are  all  much  more 
like  the  Soldier  beetle  in  build — and  I  for  one  am 
not  going  to  accept  them  as  having  any  pretensions 
to  resemble  the  true  Bracken  Clock  or  Fern  Webb. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Armstrong  for  his  reference 
to  the  earlier  edition  of  Hofland.  I  have  not  a 
copy — having,  for  reasons  of  space,  to  restrict  my 
angling  hbrary  so  as  to  contain  only  the  most 
comprehensive  editions  of  each  work.  Such,  for 
instance,  as  the  second  edition  of  Blacker  in 
preference  to  the  first.  Val  Gonson. 


THEN  AND  NOW. 

The  recent  letters  of  Mr.  G.  Christopher-Davies 
and  Mr.  R.  G.  Smith  appealing  for  support  of  the 
Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society  will,  it  is  hoped, 
elicit  some  practical  response  from  the  ever- 
increasing  swarm  of  summer  visitor  anglers  to  the 
East  Norfolk  waterways.  It  is,  however,  an  unfor- 
tunate fact  that  those  angling  facilities  the  public 
has  always  enjoyed  without  any  question  of  pay- 
ment or  restrictions  it  is  always  found  particularly 
difficult  to  get  them  to  pay  for,  or  more  especially  when 
they,  from  insufficient  knowledge  of  the  true  state 
of  affairs,  cannot  be  brought  to  realise  how  abso- 
lutely essential  it  is  fast  becoming  that  some  regu- 
lation by  recognised  authority,  or  voluntary  mutual 
co-operation  by  anglers,  attached  to  clubs  or  other- 
wise, should  obtain,  unless  the  public  portions  of  the 
East  Norfolk  rivers  are  not  to  remain  worth  fishing, 
especially  by  those  who  travel  long  distances  to 
spend  summer  or  autumn  angling  holidays  upon 
them.  One  cannot,  therefore,  be  very  hopeful  as  to 
the  result  of  these  appeals,  for  a  similar  state  of 
affairs  is,  and  has  not  been  unknown  in  other 
localities,  even  in  trout-fishing  districts  ;  and  I  do 
not  think  as  yet  that  the  angling  public  has  evinced 
such  a  desire  to  contribute  so  liberally  towards  the 
improvement  and  maintenance  of  public  fisheries  as 
might  have  been  reasonably  anticipated. 

But  if  a  few  remarks  upon  the  deterioration  of  the 
fishing  in  one  of  the  important  rivers  above-named 
can  effect  anything  towards  bringing  home  more 
forcibly  to  the  patrons,  both  local  and  otherwise, 
of  them  both,  and  assist  ever  so  slightly  the  officials 
of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Society  in  their  praiseworthy 
efforts  to  improve  matters,  it  will  not,  I  trust,  be 
considered  presumptuous  in  me  to  offer  them.  As  to 
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the  Yare,  I  leave  any  comments  upon  that  river  for 
those  who  know  its  shortcomings  and  needs  far  better 
than  I  do,  it  being  one  with  which  I  have  but  slight 
acquaintance,  but  the  Bure,  from  almost  source  to 
mouth,  has  been  my  companion  in  leisure  hours  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  and  it  is  with  much  concern  I 
view  the  yearly  increasing  failure  of  my  old  friend 
to  produce  anything  approaching  the  sport  it  did  in 
days  of  yore.  Twenty  or  more  years  ago  the  Bure 
was  without  exaggeration  a  really  splendid  hunting 
ground  for  the  "  coarse  "  fish  angler.  Specimen 
roach  were  abundant,  fine  roach  of  lib.  or  so  existed 
in  thousands,  especially  in  the  river  from  Coltishall 
upwards,  large  perch  were  very  numerous,  while  the 
smaller  perch  abounded  in  thousands.  Coming  to 
other  game  the  dace  fly-fishing  in  the  millstreams 
gave  nearly  as  much  sport  as  some  fronting  I  have 
experienced,  while  bream  were  to  be  caught  by  the 
stone  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  higher  up  river  there 
were  many  great  bronze-sided  fellows  up  to  5lb.,  61b., 
or  more.  Pike  never  ran  to  any  great  size,  though 
an  occasional  fish  up  to  20lb.  might  be  had,  but 
there  were  lots  of  jack  of  41b.  or  5lb.  or  so,  beauti- 
fully fed  and  conditioned  fish.  For  many  years  I  used 
a  canoe  almost  daily  on  the  upper  Bure,  and  it  makes 
me  sigh  now  to  think  of  the  apparently  endless 
supply  of  fine  roach  and  other  fish  I  used  to  see 
scudding  away  as  I  passed  over  them  on  a  bright 
summer  day,  when  the  water  would  be  so  clear  as  to 
render  the'  whole  river  a  sort  of  vast  aquarium. 
Where  are  they  now — these  patriarchal  roach  and 
bream  ?  I  have  not  had  a  21b.  or  even  1  |lb.  roach  from 
the  Bure  for  some  years,  and  some  of  the  old  local 
hands  tell  me  that  it  is  the  same  with  them,  and  aver 
that  they  do  not  exist.  As  with  the  roach,  so  with 
the  other  species.  Pike,  perch,  dace,  bream — they 
really  seem  now  to  exist  singly,  where  previously 
they  were  counted  in  scores.  One  may  spin  a  live- 
bait  now  a  whole  day,  using  the  finest  tackle,  for 
pike  in  Bure,  and  go  home  without  a  single  nm. 
Only  recently  I  fished  one  of  the  most  noted 
public  broads,  whose  "  pikey  "  spots  I  know  as  an 
open  book  ;  weather,  water,  bait,  tackle  perfectly 
in  order — result,  nil !  In  three  visits  imder  favour- 
able conditions  I  have  basketed  one  31b.  jack. 
Formerly  I  felt  I  had  not  done  myself  justice  if,  on 
any  suitable  day  between  September  and  February, 
the  score  did  not  reach  from  four  to  six  fish  before 
lunch  time.  I  have  had  a  dozen  before  then,  and 
two  of  us  had  seventeen  runs  and  landed  eleven  in 
an  hour  and  a-half  without  moving  a  hundred  yards 
one  afternoon.  And  so  it  is  "  all  along  the  line." 
Bream  catches  of  four  or  five  stone  now  seem  to  be 
regarded  as  a  fine  bit  of  sport.  I  have  known 
the  time  when  two  rods  took  nmeteen  stone  of  big 
fish  at  a  sitting,  and  gave  up  when  the  fish  were  still 
biting,  and  catches  of  five  stone  were  comparatively 
common.  Of  course,  a  fair  take  does  now  and  then 
come  off,  and  is  duly  exploited  in  the  papers,  but  one 
hears  little  of  the  scores  of  practically  blank  days 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  many.  Many  of  my  friends  tell 
me  they  have  "  chucked  fishing — it  is  so  rotten  to 
what  it  used  to  be,"  and  they  are  not  altogether 
unwarranted  in  their  vigorous  denimciation.  And 
the  cause  of  this  falling-off  in  sport— what  is  it  ? 
It  is  difficult,  very  difficult,  to  specify  any  one  parti- 
cular reason,  for,  besides  several  apparent  causes, 
there  may  be  other  conditions  affecting  the  fish  of 
which,  for  all  that  we  think  we  know,  we  may  be 
ignorant.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  opmions  of 
others,  I  cannot  brmg  myself  to  think  that,  as  far  as 
the  Bure  itself  is  concerned,  so  much  is  to  be  dreaded 
from  poaching.  It  must  be  remembered  that  dead 
coarse  fish,  except  eels,  are  worth  httle  for  sale 
in  large  quantities,  hardly  repaying  the  risk,  the 
time,  labour,  and  cost  of  transit  to  distant  markets, 
and  the  Bure,  except  at  one  or  two  points,  is  so 
isolated  from  convenient  rail  transit  that  the  des- 
patch of  fish  would  be  a  laborious  and  risky  under- 
taking. Furthermore,  it  would  much  clear  up  this 
point  if  the  Preservation  Society  would  cite  any 
conviction  for  illegal  netting  or  otherwise  fishing  on 
the  Bure  they  have  obtained.  Secondly,  in  the  old 
days,  when  "  liggering,"  snaring,  and  other  devices 
were  openly  and  freely  used,  even  by  proprietors  in 
some  ■  instances,  fish  swarmed  in  apparently  unre- 
duced quantity  in  the  river,  and  a  "  blank  day  "  to 
anyone  who  knew  how  to  angle  was  of  rare  occur- 
rence. The  late  Frank  Buckland  was  so  struck 
with  the  immense  reproductive  powers  of  the  Broad 
district  as  to  fish  that  he  pronounced  a  close  season 
unnecessary,  and  many  years  ago  I  have  heard 
practical  observers  of  a  sHghtly  later  date  declare 
that  judicious  netting  would  improve  the  stock  and 
produce  a  better  average  size  of  fish,  particularly 
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roach,  in  the  lower  sections  of  the  Bure.  Buckland's 
dictum,  though  perfectly  true  at  the  time,  proved 
unfortunate,  for  he  could  not  foresee  the  amazing 
popularity  that  was  to  overtake  Broadland  ;  and 
here  we  come  to  one  very  strong  factor  in  the 
question — namely,  whether  the  enormous  increase 
of  rodsmen  is  not,  after  all,  the  principal  cause  of  the 
reduction  in  sport.  An  additional  cause  for  this 
deterioration,  upon  which  it  is  necessary,  at  all 
risks,  to  speak  some  rather  unpalatable  truths,  is 
that  in  a  district  where  rods  have  increased  a 
hundredfold,  and  the  strain  on  the  rivers'  piscine 
resources  become  drawn  to  its  utmost  limit,  it  is 
regrettable  to  see  a  deficiency,  especially  among  our 
visitors  (though  they  are  not  the  only  offenders),  of 
sportsmanlike  feeling  in  far  too  many  instances.  One 
hears  of  pike  taken  late  on  into  the  spawning  season, 
bursting  with  spawn,  and  regarded  by  their  captors 
as  "  beautiful  full  fish"(!),  of  lean,  wretched  little  jack 
of  l|lb.  and  21b.  weight  taken  in  the  early  morning 
and  evening  by  the  July  and  August  trailers  (I  have 
known  of  twenty-seven  of  these  wretched  little 
beasts — the  pike,  I  mean — taken  in  a  single  outing 
about  as  big  as  mackerel).  One  also  hears  of,  and 
sees  too,  heaps  of  dead  and  rotting  roach  and  bream 
flung  on  the  banks — though  not  so  frequently,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  as  at  one  time — and  of  "  keep  nets  " 
bulging  with  little  roach  and  "  flats  "  that  are  of  no 
earthly  use  to  anybody,  but  merely  kept  to  "  show 
'em  we  caught  something."  Wanton  destruction  is 
not  sport,  nor  is  it  sportsmanlike  to  uphold  a  dif- 
ferent view.  On  the  subject  of  gross  weight  and 
"  smallest  fish "  competitions,  it  seems  scarcely 
necessary  to  make  comment.  I  believe  very  few 
good  class  angling  clubs  now  countenance  them. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  "  fair  fishing  "  will  ruin  a 
river  if  carried  to  excess  ;  how  much  more  unfair 
fishing  or  "  fish  greediness." 

The  wash  from  large  steamers  in  the  spawning 
season,  the  increased  encroachment  of  salt  tides,  the 
steady  "  growing  up  "  of  small  broads  which  acted 
as  spawning  grounds,  the  profuse  and  absurd  over 
groimd-baiting  of  swims  (one  man  was  observed  to 
shovel  out  the  boiled  wheat  from  a  punt  absolutely 
laden  with  this  most  filling  of  groimd  baits  !)  are  all 
causes  tending  to  further  decrease  the  chances  of 
good  sport.  And  last  but  not  least,  is  the  greatly- 
increased  education  of  the  fish.  In  the  very  clear, 
quiet-running  Bure,  at  any  rate,  it  is  my  experience 
that  hooks  and  gut  of  a  thickness  and  size  that  for- 
merly were  quite  in  order  are  now  practically  unser- 
viceable. Even  the  pike  are  now  suspicious  unless 
one  uses  salmon  gut,  down  to  a  snap  on  fine  grey 
gimp.  Really  "  fine  and  far  off  "  fishing,  however, 
has  been  practised  by  comparatively  few  anglers  ill 
the  Bure  during  our  "  days  of  plenty,"  but  it  is 
becomuig  a  marked  desideratum  more  and  more 
every  season.  This  latter,  however,  is  an  angling 
point  which  is  easily  remedied. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Marston  has,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  4  (p.  71),  summed  up  in  a  few  lines 
what  will  probably  be  ultimately  the  only  real  and 
permanent  means  of  improvement  of  these,  as  with 
other  pubUc  angling  rivers— namely,  a  Board  of 
Conservators,  a  rod  licence,  and,  I  would  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  add  most  emphatically,  a  statutory  close 
season  and  a  proper  size  limit.  All  credit  is  due  to 
the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society,  but  its 
powers  are  not  sufficiently  wide  in  scope,  nor  does 
it  seem  likely  to  obtain  the  support  it  deserves  from 
those  knowing  all  the  aspects  of  the  question  until 
such  statutory  and  authoritative  aid  to  their  praise- 
worthy efforts  is  accorded  to  them. 

Nokfolciast. 


ATTEMPT  TO  IMPKOVE  THE 
ALLAN. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  active  steps  are  being  taken 
to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  Allan.  Two  years 
ago  a  stretch  of  the  river,  extending  for  several 
miles  above  Dunblane,  was  closed  to  the  public, 
and  this  year  a  stretch  of  from  two  to  three  miles 
in  the  Bridge  of  Allan  neighbourhood  has  been 
leased  by  the  Bridge  of  Allan  AngUng  Improvement 
Association.  Trout  of  a  good  quality  are  fairly 
numerous,  and  In  the  autumn  salmon  and  sea-trout 
run  freely,  so  that  with  some  care  the  river  should 
eventually  become  extremely  good.  The  preserved 
water  may  be  conveniently  fished  from  Bridge 
of  Allan,  where  excellent  hotel  accommodation 
may  be  had.  Permits  at  reasonable  prices  may  be 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Wardlaw  and  Morrison, 
solicitors,  Bridge  of  Allan.: 


I 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tbames.  —  Genebal   Remarks.  —  The  coarse 
fishing  season,  which  has  been  an  exceedingly  bad 
one  owing  to  the  lack  of  rain,  closes  on  Tuesday. 
The  river  is  in  very  good  order,  but  the  temperature 
of  the  water  is  exceptionally  low,  and  this  has 
caused  most  fish  to  lie  dormant.    Roach  have  not 
been  feeding  at  all  well.    Chub  have  been  caught 
more  than  any  other  kind  of  fish.    Pike  as  a  rule 
have  been  quite  "off,"  though  Mr.  P.  C.  Hunt, 
fishing  at  Pangboume,  caught  five  fish,  the  weights 
of  which  were  lO^lb.,  61b.,  61b.,   4lb.,   and  21b 
respectively.    Now  that  Thames  anglers  are  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  restocking  the  river  with 
-  trout,  and  the  size  at  which  these  fish  should  be 
taken,  I  give  the  following  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  from  the  Surrey  Advertiser: — "  Surely  no 
question  on  things  angling  bristles  with  difficulties 
like  that  of  restocking  the  Thames  with  trout ! 
There  are  so  many  to  please,  and  there  are  so  many 
ideas  of  what  should  be  done,  either  as  regards  the 
fish  or  the  fishing  for  them.    With  adequate  restock- 
ing no  river  would  beat  the  Thames  as  a  trout  river, 
and  yet  it  is  the  hardest  thing  possible  to  get  sub- 
scriptions for  such  a  worthy  ob'ect.    The  fly-fisher 
has  to  be  considered,  end  the  bait-fisher  as  well,  and 
the  man  who  deserves  the  most  serious  consideration 
is  he  who  gladly  fishes  for  the  trout  put  in,  yet  will 
not  part  with  a  halfpenny  to  aid  those  who  do  the 
work  for  his  benefit.    In  spite  of  all  diverse  opinions 
and  unpractical  ideas  the  restocking  business  will  be 
carried  on,  and  some  day  we  may  have  a  national 
fishcal  policy  in  lieu  of  a  fiscal  one,  and  the  sooner 
the  better.    Where  100  trout  are  now  put  in,  1000 
is  the  figure  that  should  obtain,  and  the  fish  should 
be  put  in  regularly  at  about  this  time  of  the  year. 
Jack  are  spoken  of  as  the  greatest  enemies  to  trout. 
With  this,  as  regards  the  lower  Thames,  I  cannot 
agree.    Jack  are  not  plentiful  enough  to  do  serious 
damage  when  12in.  trout  are  put  in,  and  this  is  the 
limit  that  has  been  adhered  to  by  many  of  the 
recently  formed  restocking  societies  on  the  lower 
river.    Of  course,  such  good  fish  are  very  expensive. 
They  cost  about  half-a-crown  apiece  when  all 
expenses  are  paid,  but  a  single  fish  of  this  size  is 
worth  hundreds  of  fry,  for  fry  have  enemies  in 
abundance— perch,  chub,  tiny  jack,  bullheads  (or 
miller  s  thumbs),  eels,  and  not  even  excepting  fish 
,  of  their  own  species.    Nor  am  I  sure  that  the  roach 
does  not  take  toll  of  fry,  much  as  this  suggestion  will 
amaze  some  folk.    And  as  I  have  caught  barbel  when 
paternostermg  with  a  minnow,  I  fear  as  an  enemy  to 
fry  this  fish  must  be  taken  into  consideration  as  well. 
The  biggest  barbel,  fish  of  101b.  and  I21b.  weight 
take  bleak  in  the  weirs  in  spring,  but  a  12in.  trout  is 
beyond  them,  and  the  determination  to  put  in  only 
large  trottt  does  away  with  many  difficulties,  and 
IS,  I  am  certain,  economy  in  the  end.    The  pro- 
position that  the  standard  of  sizeable  fish  should  be 
varied  to  smt  the  fly-fisher  meets  with  approval  and 
disapproval,  and  so  does  every  other  question  that 
IS  discussed.    Sixteen  inches  (the  present  standard) 
for  bait-caught  trout,  and  13in.  for  fly-caught  trout, 
seems  a  practical  suggestion,  one  that  1  strongly 
favour,  but  here  the  great  difficulty  to  contend 
with  is  the  unfair  fisher,  particularly  the  man  who 
(illegally)  uses  the  worm.    So  many  more  keepers 
have  been  put  on  the  river  recently  by  the  T.A.P.S. 
(with  the  sanction  and  assistance  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy)  that  it  will  become  more  difficult 
than  ever  for  those  who  are  keen  on  taking  trout 
of  any  size  with  any  bait  to  avoid  detection.  Many 
keepers  who  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  see  the 
Thames  once  more  really  a  trout  river  are  pretty 
sure  that  much  good  done  is  greatly  negatived  by 
a  few  unprincipled  fishers,  and  are  determined  to 
put  a  stop  to  unfair  fishing.    Several  of  the  trout 
from  Mr.  Corrie's  hatchery  on  the  Itchen,  which 
were  placed  m  the  backwater  at  Wey bridge,  took  the 
fly  months  after  they  were  placed  in  the  river,  and 
under  the  present  legal  standard  were  unsizeable. 
There  is  no  work  prettier  than  fly-fishing  for  trout 
m  things  angHng,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  one 
should  not  fish  for  trout  in  the  Thames  with  fly 
except  that  directly  the  fish  get  about  18in.  in  length 
they  become  almost  entirely  bait  feeders  owing  to 
the  enormous  supply  of  bleak,  minnows,  and  other 
small  fish,  and  it  is  this  supply  that  makes  the 
Thames  fish  so  famous  for  size.    They  can't  help 
growmg  big,  as  there  is  so  much  for  them  to  eat 
Here  comes  the  fly-fisher's  chance  were  the  limit 
reduced  to  13in.  for  fly-caught  fish,  though  it  is  by 
no  means  impossible  to  take  the  largest  fish  with 
fly.    One  of  the  best  fish  ever  killed  at  Sunbury 
was  taken  on  the  fiy  pure  and  simple,  a  grand  fish 
some  121b.  (or  over)  in  weight.   After  the  fish  passed 
lOin.  the  bait-fisher,  however,  would  have  the  best 


chance,  but  I  fear  if  the  limit  be  reduced  throughout 
to  13in.  the  trout  would  be  "  skinned  out  "  whole 
sale  with  minnow ;  there  is  little  doubt  about  that. 
Several  matters  are  under  consideration  regarding 
the  question  of  restocking  the  Thames  with  trout, 
and  doubtless  a  practical  scheme  will  evolve."  I 
am  at  present  making  some  inquiries  upon  the 
subject,  at  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  request,  and  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  interested  in  the 
matter.  I  hear  of  a  pike  of  over  201b.  being 
caught  at  Teddington,  but  cannot  find  anyone  who 
ever  saw  the  fish  after  capture. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Several  angleis  have  been 
out  during  the  past  week,  but  sport  has  again  been 
very  slow,  and  unless  we  get  a  change  in  the 
weather,  which  has  been  very  rough  of  late,  it 
looks  as  if  the  season  will  finish  very  badly.  A  few 
roach  have  been  caught  during  the  last  hour  or  so 
of  fishing,  and  a  local  angler,  fishing  with  J.  Sar- 
geant,  has  taken  a  jack  of  81b.,  the  only  fish  for  one 
day's  fishing.  A  few  small  chub  have  been  caught, 
while  Mr.  Newington,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters^ 
has  taken  two  jack  of  71b.  and  S^b.  I  hear  of  a 
pike,  weighing  U^lb.,  being  caught  in  Holmes' 
Pond  at  Wargrave  by  a  patron  of  A.  Crampton. 
Dace  are  very  scares  just  now. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).— Sport 
on  the  Thames  here  has  been  very  slow  lately,  in 
fact  the  season  through  has  been  a  very  poor  one. 
A  friend  and  myself  were  fortunate  in  getting  eleveri 
jack  with  spoon  and  live-bait  on  private  water 
weighing  from  31b.  to  91b. ;  another  gentleman  took 
two,  191b.  and  141b. ;  Messrs.  Hawes,  Lowestoft, 
and  Bellamy,  London,  on  Jan.  10,  took  twenty-seven 
jack  from  41b.  to  71b.,  and  on  another  day  seventeen 
about  the  same  weight.  They  were  in  very  fine 
condition. — Chas.  Powell. 

Bottisham  X.ook8  (Waterbeaoh)  During  the 

week,  with  mild  weather,  and  the  banks  clean, 
angHng  has  been  good.  Beasley,  late  lock-keeper, 
who  is  still  on  a  visit,  told  me  to-day  (March  8)  for 
several  years  he  has  not  seen  so  many  pike  just  at 
the  locks.  Seven  or  eight  fish  are  being  had  to  a 
rod  a  day  up  to  61b.  each.  These  are  mostly  had 
on  this  spot,  late  afternoon;  lower  down  stream 
larger  fish  aie  had  by  the  next  lode.  Live-bait  on 
the  spot.  Time  of  writing,  proscects  rosy. — John 
O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— A  good  deal  of 
water  was  in  the  river  on  Wednesday,  the  rain 
swelling  it  considerably.  During  the  week, 
however,  the.  stream  has  been  in  good  con- 
dition, and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been 
rewarded  with  good  sport.  Following  up  his 
success  on  the  opening  day  of  the  season,  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  secured  another  very  fine  salmon  at  the 
weir,  which  scaled  171b.,  and  was  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  ;nets,  too,  at  this  spot  have  con- 
tinued their  deadly  slaughter,  and  a  good  number 
of  fish  have  been  killed.  At  Buckfastleigh  Mr. 
Cjusins  landed  a  161b.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Horswell 
also  had  one  which  scaled  91b.  The  prospects  for 
the  coming  week  are  good. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  weather  has  not 
been  very  favourable  for  fly-fishing  on  the  Carey, 
the  water  being  somewhat  thick.  Two  baskets 
of  a  dozen  each,  however,  were  made  by  worming. 
The  Torquay  reservoir  at  Tottiford  which  usually 
yields  good  sport,  will  again  be  available  to 
anglers,  the  terms  being  the  same  as  hereto- 
fore. Five  nice  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Exe  this  week  by  local  anglers.  The  question  of 
restocking  rivers  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  in 
the  case  of  the  Avon  and  Erme,  which  have  not 
been  restocked  for  some  years  past,  consequently 
there  is  a  considerable  depletion  of  trout  in  the  two 
streams,  whilst  those  that  are  creeled  are  not  of 
average  size.  That  the  streams  need  restocking 
there  is  little  doubt,  and  following  the  steps  taken  by 
other  boards,  I  hope  the  conservators  will  set  aside 
a  sum  for  this  purpose.  Then,  in  connection  with 
these  two  streams,  the  water  is  considerably  inter- 
mixed, and  an  angler  unacquainted  with  the  points 
to  which  his  hcence  extends  might  get  "  trapped." 
It  would  be  a  good  plan  if  the  licences  could  be 
amalgamated,  as  at  present  to  purchase  both 
licences  the  price  is  rather  stiff. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — In  spite  of  the  snow  broth, 
which  comes  into  the  river  from  the  snow-capped 
hills  almost  daily,  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
during  the  last  week,  especially  in  the  Arma- 
thwaite  water.  In  the  Castle  stretch  Mr.  Edwards 
and  friends  have  killed  fourteen  and  Captain 
Rhodes  one,  171b.  In  the  HaU  waters  Dr.  Murrav 
three,  191b.,  191b.,  161b.  A  httle  lower  down, 
the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  and  Mr. 
W.  Warwick  each  killed  one.  Mr.  T.  L.  Atkinson 
two,  161b.  each.  At  Syke  Foot.  Mr.  Young9r  two, 
221b.  and  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one,  221b. 
In  the  Corby  water,  of  which  the  Yorkshire  Anglers 
rent  a  part,  Mr.  J.  W.  Reffitt  had  one,  201b.,  Mr. 
Manuel  one,  161b.,  and  Mr.  Howard's  keeper  one. 
Mr.  John  Strong  one,  )51b.,  in  the  Wetheral  Boat 


Pool.  The  river  was  in  flood  on  March  3  and  is 
now  slowly  running  off.  Trout  are  not  rising  at  all, 
and  wiU  not  begin  till  the  snow  broth  gets  away. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dnlverton). — The  opening 
week  has  been,  on  the  whole,  favourable  to  the 
trout  anglers  ;  mild  weather  and  water  in  fair  con- 
dition "seem  to  be  everything  desirable,  but  a  few 
more  gleams  of  sun  would  have  been  acceptable. 
Twenty-seven  trout  and  four  grayling,  scaling  1 1  lb., 
were  brought  in  by  one  rod  on  March  8,  but  of  course 
smaller  baskets  were  the  rule. — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  catches  of  trout 
on  the  Exe  have  been  good,  and  salmon  have  also 
been  in  evidence.  The  best  trout  flies  have  been 
Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  March  Brown,  and  small 
Blue  Duns.  The  prospects  generally  are  considered 
good  all  round  as  soon  as  a  good  freshet  has  been 
welcomed.  Some  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been 
taken  with  usual  lures  at  Exwick,  St.  David's  and 
neighbourhood,  and  in  the  canal  at  Limekilns  ;  near 
Topsham  and  Turf,  a  few  pike  and  some  perch  and 
roach  have  been  taken,  but  the  close  season,  which 
is  being  observed  in  both  river  and  canal,  will  soon 
be  here,  and  when  June  16  arrives  no  doubt  the 
perch,  carp,  tench,  roach,  and  big  eels  for  which  the 
Exeter  Canal  (which  is  fished  by  ticket)  is  noted, 
will  be  good. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales)  ^The  fishing 

season  for  1905  began  last  Thursday,  but  the 
weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  rough,  and 
during  the  week  there  have  been  only  two  days 
which  can  be  considered  decent  fishing  days.  On 
one  of  the  days  Mr.  D.  W.  Pine  made  a  very  n^ce 
basket  of  twenty-one  fish,  averaging  about  10  oz. 
each,  and  on  another  day  he  made  a  similar 
basket  of  fifteen  fish.  The  bulk  of  the  fish 
are  in  very  fair  condition.  The  rainbows  have 
done  well  during  the  winter,  and  are  fairly  plentiful. 
Everything  seems  to  point  to  another  good  year  on 
the  lake,  but,  in  my  opinion,  anglers  make  the 
mistake  of  coming  here  to  fish  much  too  late  in  the 
season,  and  miss  the  two  good  months  of  March  and 
April.  Very  small  flies  and  light  casts  only  ought 
to  be  used.  The  number  of  fish  taken  in  1904  has 
been  quite  up  to  the  average.— Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been  very 
bright  in  most  districts,  but  owing  to  the  rains  anglers 
are  hoping  to  find  some  colour  in  it  this  week-end. 
There  has  been  little  sport  a^ain,  though  roach, 
perch,  pike,  and  dace  have  all  been  taken.  The 
Priory  waters,  at  Ware,  have  again  yielded  another 
nice  catch  of  roach  to  two  rods — 191b.,  I  hear. 
The  fish  were  secured  with  bloodworms.  Several 
trout  have  been  caught  and  returned  at  Hertford. 
Tuesday  next,  March  14,  is  the  last  day  of  the  pike 
and  perch  fLshing  season,  but  roach  may  be  basketed 
until  the  end  of  the  month. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  and  there  have  been  some  good  catches 
of  roach  and  dace,  also  some  pike.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  continued  good  sport.  Boats,  bait,  etc., 
can  be  obtained  from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 
•A.  Rolph. 

iMVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leomlnater). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  and  are  slightly 
tained,  but  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  some  heavy  falls  of  rain  have 
been  had  of  late,  which  has  refreshed  the  water  and 
should  improve  the  prospect  of  sport.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  very  quiet,  very  few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  the  fish  a-  e  not  in  good  condition  as 
yet.  With  warmer  weather  sport  will  be  had  with 
fiy  and  worm.    The  Pinsley  is  in  fishing  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Budleigrh  Salterton). — There  was  a  nice 
freshet  on  March  5,  and  the  river  was  in  fishing 
order  on  the  following  day,  though  full  and  rather 
discoloured.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season 
the  Otter  will  always  stand  a  heavy  water, 
provided  that  the  bottom  can  be  seen  at  a  depth 
of  2ft.,  and  consequently  several  rods  were  at 
work  on  the  public  water  here,  as  well  as  at  Ottery 
and  Tipton.  There  was  a  good  rise  at  midday, 
and  some  decent  fish  were  taken  on  March  7.  A 
very  strong  wind  blowing  up  stream  made  fishing 
somewhat  difficult,  but  it  was  a  good  day  notwith- 
standing. A  rod  on  the  public  water  took  four 
nice  fish  (best  |lb. ).  The  hackle  Blue  Upright 
(wingless)  is  the  deadly  fly  just  now. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  is  still  in 
thoroughly  good  condition,  and  sport  continues  very 
good  indesd,  especially  among  the  big  roach  and 
tench.  Out  with  Mr.  BohUng  on  March  7,  got  some 
first-rate  tench  up  to  41b.,  and  about  forty  roach, 
unning  from  ^Ib.  to  l|lb.  ;  Mr.  Atkinson  getting 
some  pike,  and  Messrs.  F.  Clements,  C.  Clements, 
Sadler,  Needham,  and  Parker  had  a  good  jbime 
among  the  roach  and  tench,  also  taking  a  very  nice 
lot  indeed.  Every  prospect  of  a  good  finish  to  the 
season. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  good  showers, 
egpecially  on  the  moors,  which  has  put  plenty  of 


170 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  11,  1905 


water  ia  the  rivers,  and  they  are  all  in  fair  condition. 
Some  nice  fish  were  caught  on  the  Walkham  and 
Tavy,  and  also  on  the  higher  waters  of  the  Meavy 
above  Leather  Bridge.  Several  fishermen  on  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Dart  also  had  fair  catches,  and 
when  the  river  is  restocked  I  expect  a  big  influx  of 
fishermen  in  the  district.  Fishermen  are  but  human, 
and  they  like  a  quid  pro  quo  for  their  money.  I 
have  heard  from  one  who  ought  to  know  that  there 
are  some  fresh-run  salmon  in  the  Meavy.  I  hope  to 
pay  a  visit  myself  shortly  to  confirm  or  otherwise. 
Several  fresh-run  salmon  have  been  caught  by  the 
rod  fishermen  on  the  Dart,  and  some  sixty  also  were 
caught  in  the  nets. — William  Heard ee. 

Severn  (Shrewsbtixy) — The  streams  are  in  fairly 
good  order  so  far  as  height  of  water  is  concerned, 
but  their  greenish  hue  betokens  the  presence  of 
snow  broth,  and  much  snow  lies  upon  the  mountains 
on  the  Welsh  border.  One  or  two  enthusiastic 
trout  fishers  have  been  out  thus  early,  but  so  far 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done.  The  weather  is 
unsettled,  and  it  will  be  well  if  conditions  for  trout 
fishing  prove  unfavourable  for  a  week  or  two,  as  the 
fish  will  not  have  regained  condition  for  some  little 
time.  Those  who  are  adepts  at  spinning  usually  get 
a  few  good  fish  from  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  during 
the  opening  months.  The  artiBcial  minnow  on  a 
medium  gut  trace  with  two  triangles  and  lip-hook 
is  the  lure  usually  adopted  and  found  killing.  The 
Shropshire  brooks  will  shortly  provide  good  trout 
fishing,  but  these  waters  are  in  private  hands. 
Craddockj-a  veteran  Shrewsbury  pike  fisherman, 
has,  it  is  recorded,  this  season  caught  2001b.  of 
these  fish. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  still 
continues  very  unfavourable  for  angling,  with  the 
wind  blowing  great  guns  from  the  north-west,  and 
bringing  with  it  cold  and  frequent  showers  of 
heavy  rain,  so  that  all  these  rivers  are  yet  out  of 
condition,  and  much  above  their  average  level. 
The  snow,  with  which  the  Welsh  hills  have  be?n 
covered  for  some  time,  is  now  gradually  disappear- 
ing, and  finding  its  way  into  these  rivers  is  another 
great  drawback  to  angling,  so  that  little  sport  has 
been  had  except  the  capture  of  a  few  pike,  chub, 
and  other  coarse  fish  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy, 
and  the  outlook  at  present  is  not  at  all  reassuring 
as  the  barometer  is  stilh  very  low  with  heavy  rain 
during  the  greater  part  of  to-day  (March  8). — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SnfFolk). — Water  still  in  the 
same  condition,  clear  as  it  can  well  be,  and  roach 
are  not  feeding  at  all  well.  A  good  many  'pike 
have  been  captured  during  the  last  week  or  two, 
some  anglers  having  as  many  as  nine  fish  in  the  day's 
fishing,  but  fish  have  not  been  heavy,  most  of  them 
running  up  to  ab(3ut  61b.  Roach  anglers  have 
given  up  roach  fishing  for  this  season  as  it  seems 
almost  useless.- — -W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
drought  in  many  parts  of  Sussex  ii  getting  serious 
from  an  agricultural  point  of  view.  Water  has  to 
be  carted  long  distances  and  is  retailed  at  from  a 
penny  a  bucket.  Washing  is  a  luxury.  Streams 
are  in  some  districts  nearly  dry  and  rivers  far  below 
the  summer  level,  auguring  ill  for  trout  fishing 
until  we  are  favoured  with  rain  and  plenty  of 
it.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  high  and  in 
good  colour.  A  brace  of  nice  pike  were  taken 
recently  from  the  Donnington  reaches  of  between 
51b.  and  61b.  A  gentleman,  fishing  at  the  Basin 
on  Monday,  secured  a  couple  of  small  pike.  Bream 
have  not  fed  well,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  perch 
having  been  taken,  although  fish  up  to  31b.  or  41b. 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  lower  reaches.  A  pike  of 
between  51b.  and  61b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Mac- 
farlane  whilst  chub  fishing  at  Isfield  with  single 
gut  trace  and  worm.  Two  roach  of-  just  over  lib. 
at  Barcombe  Mills  by  Mr.  Peacock,  and  a  roach  of 
l^lb.  by  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove  at  Lewes.  The  Adur 
Preservation  Society  netted  part  of  the  Cuokmere 
for  bream  in  the  early  hours  of  March  8,  and  a 
goodly  number  were  transferred  to  the  Adur,  being 
placed  at  Henfield.  The  close  of  the  season  bids 
fair  to  be  one  of  the  worst  on  record. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  in  good  order,  and 
some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  warm  parts  of 
the  rivers.  A  few  large  trout  for  these  parts  taken. 
Early  flies  taking.  Fishermen  are  more  keen  after 
fish  than  ever. — jRusTY  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil).— Water  in  first-rate  order 
and  trout  taking  fairly  well,  some  good  baikets 
have  been  caught — up  to  151b.  Several  salmon 
have  been  seen  but  none  taken  yet.  This  spate 
.should  bring  some  fresh  fish  up,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  has  taken  most  of  the  kelts  down. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  faii  ly  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level,  and  there  is  a  slight  stain  on  the  water.  The 
weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  and  some  good 
falls  of  rain  have  been  had,  which  has  improved  the 


water  and  the  prospects  for  fishing.  Angling  has 
been  rather  quiet  up  to  the  present,  very  few  rods 
being  out.  The  fish  have  not  been  on  the  feed,  and 
warmer  weather  is  wanted.  Sport  should  be  had 
bottom  fishing,  but  the  fish  will  be  lean  and  flabby, 
and  will  be  better  left  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  when 
there  lis  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being 
had.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  the  Red  Ant,  February 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  and  Gold  Tip  Blue.  Pike  have 
been  tried  for,  but  results  have  not  been  favourable. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  slightly 
stained,  and  fishing  very  quiet  in  them  as  yet. 
Sport  should  be  better  when  the  weather  is 
warmer. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (TenlDury). — In  this  part  the  water  is 
running  a  nice  level,  and  has  a  little  colour  in  it 
owing  to  the  recent  heavy  falls  of  rain,  which  has 
greatly  improved  the  prospects  of  fishing,  and  if  the 
weather  would  only  take  up  a  little  warmer,  we 
may  expect  to  see  the  trout  well  on  the  move.  Up 
to  the  present  theie  has  besn  very  little  fishing  done 
in  this  part,  and  few  fish  landed.  Anglers  are 
waiting  for  better  weather. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has 
put  some  of  our  rivers  in  good  fishing  trim.  Several 
anglers  have  been  on  the  Tyne  without  success. 
Fresh  run  fish  are  scarce.  The  Coquet  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  in  the  pink  of  condition,  both  for  fly 
and  mirmow,  and  some  good  catches  of  Salmo  eriov 
have  fallen  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Hudson,  of  Newcastle, 
in  two  days'  fishing  at  Warkworth,  killed  seven, 
heaviest  fish,  141b.  Other  anglers  have  had  similar 
experiences.  Trout  are  quiet.  Useful  flies — Kate, 
Butcher,  Jock  Scott,  Wilkinson,  Black  Doctor, 
Teal  and  Yellow,  Mallard  and  Claret. — Henry  A. 

MUBTON. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — Fishing  now  in  full  swing, 
and  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Rolands,The  Bryn,  Mr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Willie  Hodges, 
Mr.  Breeze,  Mr.  Geo.  Humbling,  and  a  number  of 
other  gentleman.  The  taking  flies  are  March  Brown, 
Appls  Green,  Iron  Blue,  Quill  Gnat,  etc.  Good 
fishing  on  the  river  is  given  free  to  gentlemen  stay- 
ing at  Mr.  T.  YendoU's,  BellHotel,  Llangroiney,  four 
miles  from  Abergavenny,  and  I  understand  his 
terms  are  very  moderate. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  season  opened  on  March  2  under 
very  favourable  conditions,  and  the  river  is  still  in 
excellent  order  for  trouting.  A  number  of  successes 
have  been  reported,  the  baskets  being  fairly  large, 
and  the  "spotted  ones"  in  very  good  condition  for 
so  early  in  the  season.  The  baskets  on  the  upper 
water  are  said  to  be  much  above  the  average. 
The  small  freshes  in  the  river  have  been  against 
the  salmon  angler,  but  no  salmon  up  to  the 
present  have  been  taken,  although  one  or  two  new 
fish  have  been  seen.  The  following  are  the  most 
successful  trout  anglers : — March  2,  Mr.  Cobb,  New- 
port, 4  J  brace ;  Dr.  Hackett,  3  brace ;  Mr.  F. 
Cozens,  2J  brace ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  2  brace ;  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  6  brace;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  3  brace;  Mr.  G. 
Edmunds,  sen.,  2  brace.  March  3,  Mr.  R.  Richards, 
3|  brace  (weighing  51b.);  Mr.  F.  Cozens,  2  brace; 
Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  4J  brace ;  Mr.  F.  Creese,  3|  brace. 
March  4,  Dr.  Hackett,  4 J  brace  (weighing  5|lb.); 
Mr.  F.  Creese,  2  brace ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Curtis,  2  brace  ; 
Mr.  J.  Pitt,  4^  brace  (weighing  6|lb.);  Mr.  R. 
Richards,  3|  brace  (weighing  51b.) ;  Mr.  T.  Thomas, 
Newport,  2  brace.  March  6,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  3  brace. 
March  7,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  5J  brace ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds, 
sen.,  3  brace;  Mr.  F.  Creese,  2  brace;  Mr.  S.  A. 
Hiley,  2  J  brace ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  2  J  brace  ;  Mr. 
F.  Wins,"  3  J  brace.  The  taking  flies  are  the  March 
Brown  and  a  little  Dark  Blue. — -T.  R. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
in  fair  trim  but  fairly  high.  About  a  foot  of  fresh 
water  ran  into  these  rivers  and  their  tributaries  on 
March  5,  but  it  is  nearly  low  again,  and  there  can 
be  no  question  that  unless  we  have  copious  spring 
rains  there  will  be  serious  complaints  of  a  shortage 
of  water.  There  is  little  doing  in  the  way  of  angling 
in  the  Yore  at  present.  Although  in  the  upper 
reaches  some  of  the  "  all-year-round  "  anglers  have 
had  nothing  to  complain  about,  but  things  generally, 
as  Shakespeare  puts  it,  are  stale,  flat,  and  unprofit- 
able, and  will  no  doubt  continue  so  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  trout  fishing  season.  The  Bedale  Black 
Ox  Angling  Club  have  held  their  annual  meeting, 
Capt.  Lascelles  presided.  The  secretary  submitted 
the  report  and  balance  sheet,  which  shows  the  club 
to  be  flourishing,  there  being  a  balance  of  £3  1  Is.  4d. 
against  £2  6s.  7d.  last  year.  It  was  agreed  that  half 
of  the  two-year-old  trout  be  placed  above  and  half 
below  Leeming  Lock.  It  was  decided  to  fish  the 
annual  competition  on  Aug.  19.  Eight  new  mem- 
bers were  accepted.  The  Wharfe  has  been  in  fair 
trim.  No  angling  in  the  upper  reaches  till  April  1. 
In  the  lower  reaches  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out ;  in 
the  lowerreaches,  at  Tadcaster,  UUeskelf ,  and  Ryther, 
things  on  the  whole  have  been  quiet.  The  Nidd  has 
been  in  fair  trim  during  the  week.  In  the  lowerreaches 


some  very  fair  catches  have  been  got.  Mr.  J. 
Fenwick  had  a  nice  catch  of  chub,  which  have  been 
on  the  feed,  cheese  paste  being  the  best  bait  at 
present.  On  Friday,  Mr.  W.  Oliver  weighed  a  nice 
basket  of  mixed  fish  at  the  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Club.  Trout  fishing  opens  on  March  16,  prospects 
at  present  look  gloomy,  the  wind  being  high  and 
rain  is  probable.  Should  the  weather  take  up  the 
following  flies  will  kill :  Winter  Brown,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Spring  Blalck,  and  Snipe 
Bloa. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — The  heavy  coating  of  snow 
on  the  hills  being  constantly  washed  into  the  river 
has  prevented  fish  ascending,  with  the  result  that 
no  salmon  were  landed  during  the  past  week  on  the 
Beauly.  The  absence  of  seals  in  the  river  is  taken 
as  a  sure  indication  that  fish  are  not  present  in  any 
great  number.  Some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were 
creeled  by  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  Farley  House, 
Mr.  Frank  Cameron,  Moniach  Castle,  and  the  Beau- 
fort Castle  rod.  If  the  present  genial  weather  con- 
tinues, anglers  look  forward  expectantly  to  success 
attending  their  efforts.  Oyster  and  whelk  fishing 
are  proving  very  remimerative  forms  of  employ- 
ment on  the  west  coast  of  Ross-shire.  Last  week 
the  abnormally  low  tides  favoured  the  oyster  fishing, 
and  a  Poolewe  correspondent  writes  that  nbt  for  a 
great  number  of  years  have  such  large  takes  been 
got  there.  The  price  runs  from  4s.  to  7s.  per 
hundred,  or  about  5s.  on  the  average,  and  several 
thousands  are  despatched  at  a  time  to  the  south. 
There  are  no  restrictions  whatever  on  the  excellent 
oyster  beds  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ewe,  with  the  result 
that  they  form  a  valuable  source  of  income  to 
the  inhabitants.  Those  obtained  sd  far  this  year 
are  of  a  very  fine  quality,  Whelk  gathering  was 
very  diligently  pursued  during  the  past  weeks 
along  the  sho  es  of  Losh  Ewe,  and  this  mode  of 
fishing,  too,  is  proving  remunerative.  February, 
March,  and  April  seem  to  be  the  best  months  of  the 
year  for  this  form  of  fishing.  Conon  River. — So 
far  no  salmon  have  been  landed  by  the  rod  on  the 
Conon,  and  as  yet  the  net  fishings  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  have  been  the  most  unproductive  for  five 
or  six  years. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Bait  fishing  will  now 
be  allowed  in  the  Double  Water  of  the  Esk,  instead 
of  being  restricted  till  Sept.  15  as  heretofore.  The 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  have  framed 
some  new  regulations,  which  include  some  important 
alterations,  of  which  more  later.  The  prospects  of 
angling  on  both  rivers  a  e  hopeful.  Ei-hing  in  the 
Double  Water  with  fly,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Holmwood, 
Langholm,  se3U"ed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  141b., 
on  Saturday,  March  4,  in  the  Willow  pool.  The 
partial  flooding  of  the  Double  Water  has  induced  a 
good  many  salmon  to  run  as  far  as  Liddle  Foot,  and 
some  small  fish  have  been  got  in  Mr.  McLellan's 
water  on  the  English  side  of  the  Willow  pool,  while 
several  medium-sized  specimens  have  been  seen  in 
the  Cauldron  pool.  Lower  down,  in  the  Netherby 
section,  some  catches  have  been  made  near  Lyne 
Foot  and  at  Metal  Bridge,  when  the  immense 
gravel  bed  was  nearly  covered.  A  Rockliffe  gentle- 
man hooked  a  good-sized  fish,  but  failed  to  make  a 
capture,  and  Mr.  Gartner,  of  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel, 
tells  me  that  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  of  Newcastle,  Imded 
a  salmon  of  21  lb.  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Eden ; 
and  a  small  salmon  was  caught  in  Birrell's  Weir  of 
the  Esk.  The  recent  dredging  operations  in  the 
Solway  have  somewhat  altered  the  lower  pools,  and 
the  tides  are  continually  shifting  the  sands,  yet 
several  of  the  best  casts  have  improved,  including 
Lyne  Foot  Flat,  which  has  a  good  stream  attached  ; 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  Cargo,  leases  that  portion  of  the 
liver  Esk  from  Lyne  Foot  downwards,  and  gives 
liberty  to  fish  to  anyone  staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge 
Hotel,  on  a  stretch  of  five  miles  on  that  portion  of 
the  Esk  nearest  to  the  Solway, — Gilnoosie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay.N.B.).^ — Although 
this  river  is  now  clear  of  ice,  except  in  the  remote 
Inland  latitudes  (where  angling  is  never  attempted 
so  early  in  the  season),  the  weather  still  continues 
to  be  of  a  boisterous  nature,  altogether  against 
successful  salmon  angling,  bitterly  cold  high  winds 
with  deluges  of  rain  being  its  main  characteristics. 
Since  last  reported  no  fish  landed  until  the  beginning 
of  this  week.  On  March  6,  Lord  Garioch,  Belleville 
House,  landed  a  salmon,  weighing  7^1b.,  on  Gled- 
field  Pool,  and  Mr.  Robert  MacLeod,  Dunie,  on  Mr. 
Littlejohn's  rod,  an  8-pounder  on  Bridge  Pool, 
Invercharron  water.  On  March  7,  Lord  Garioch 
captured  two  salrnon  on  the  Gledfield  waters,  one 
a  beauty  of  121b.  and  the  other  8|lb.,  caught  on 
Bridgd  Pool  and  Rock  Pool  respectively.  The  net 
fishings  at  the  estuary  are  still  very  unproductive, 
only  a  few  fish  being  got  daily,  whUe  some  days  are 
blank.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Both  net  and  rod 
fishing  continue  to  be  very  backward  on  the  river 
Deveron.     A  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during 
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the  past  week,  but,  notwithstanding,  there  appears 
to  be  very  few  fish  asceading  the  river.  The  water 
is  in  fine  condition  for  the  working  of  the  nets,  and 
whea  it  settles  and  gets  into  better  order  no  doubt 
anglers  will  have  better  sport.  For  the  week  the  net 
fishermen  had  only  a  few  salmon  and  trout.  At  the 
stations  on  the  adjacent  coast  the  yield  from  the 
bag  nets  was  below  the  average  expected  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  When  the  wiad  is  from  the 
west  or  a  northerly  direction  it  generally  brings  in  a 
heavy  swell,  which  keeps  fish  from  drawing  to  the 
coast,  and  consequently  from  entering  the  river. 
For  this  week  only  one  small  box  of  fish  was  con- 
signed to  the  market  on  March  7.  As  yet  there  has 
been  no  salmon  killed  of  exceptionally  heavy  weight, 
the  average  being  81b.  to  91b.,  and  sea-trout  l|lb. — 
H.  W. 

Locli  Ness  fPoyers  Hotel,  N.B.) — On  Feb.  27, 
Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Walker,  Glasgow,  killed  two  salmon, 
weighing  181b.  and  11  lb. ;  Major  H.  Lynch,  Bucking- 
ham, one,  181b.  On  March  3,  Mr.  Pumphrey,  New- 
castle  on-Tyne,  killed  one,  231b. ;  Major  Lynch, 
one,  221b. ;  Mr.  Richardson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
one,  lOlba  On  March  4,  Mr.  Ashby,  N^ewcastle-on- 
Tyne,  one,  121b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay. — On  March  2,  Mrs.  Midwood  had  one 
salmon,  19  Jib.  ;  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood,  one,  191b. ; 
Mr.  P.  Stewart,  one,  191b.  On  March  3,  Mrs.  Mid- 
wood,  one,  161b.  On  March  6,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe, 
one,  191b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Loch.  Tay  (Eenmore,  IT.B.). — On  the  Breadal- 
bane  Hotel  water  on  March  3,  Mr.  McKinnon  caught 
a  salmon  181b.,  on  March  6  Mrs.  Knight  one  221b.  ; 
on  the  reserve  water  on  March  4,  Macdiarmid,  the 
keeper,  one  161b. — ^Wm.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  March  3,  Mr.  R. 
Stewart,  hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  261b. ;  on  March  6, 
three,  181b.,  161b.,  and  141b.;  on  March  7,  two,  181b. 
and  141b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Deb.  —  The  river  rose 
two  feet  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  but  another 
three  are  needed  before  it  could  be  level  with  a 
good  spring  water.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few 
weeks  have  been  vastly  enhanced,  fish  are  again 
running  freely,  and  anglers  are  arriving  with 
every  train  from  the  south.  On  the  Balmoral 
and  Ballater  Waters  not  a  single  fish  has  been 
got  for  some  weeks  back.  Sport  will  be  better  now, 
as  there  is  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools.  On  the 
Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Smith  had  one  of  141b.  on 
March  6  on  the  hotel  water,  and  Mr.  Brown  one  of 
71b.  On  the  Castle  water  on  the  same  day,  iMr. 
Cocker  creeled  two  of  61b.  and  6Jlb.  On  the  liiacar- 
dine  O'Neil  reaches  scarcely  a  fish  or  fisherman 
has  been  seen  for  weeks,  but  the  reaches  are 
again  well  covered  and  sport  fairly  brisk,  although 
details  are  not  yet  to  hand.  On  the  Woodend 
water.  Captain  Quintin  Dick  has  landed  some 
thirty  fish  since  the  opening.  On  the  Blackball 
Castle  water,  eleven  fish  were  got  last  week,  and 
one  on  the  Park  water.  On  the  Drum  water,  Mrs. 
Morrison  had  one  of  71b.  on  Monday,  while  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laing  (London)  had  five  for  the  week 
averaging  71b.  apiece.  Colonel  Parry  (Dor- 
chester) fished  three  weeks  blank  and  then 
left  in  disgust.  On  the  Culter  water  the 
pollution  fiend  from  the  paper  mills  has  ruined  all 
chances  of  sport  for  miles  below.  On  the  tidal 
waters  good  baskets  of  finnock  have  been  creeled. 
A  poacher  caught  red-handed  with  33  finnock,  22 
of  which  were  "  kelt,"  was  last  week  sent  to  prison. 
The  netting  at  the  mouth  has  revived.  The  first 
grilse  of  the  season  was  got  by  Mr.  Garrow,  scaling 
2|lb.  This  is  the  earliest  known  instance  of  the 
advent  of  the  grilss,  and  creates  a  new  record.  On  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Netting  Station  at  Torry  a  fine 
salmon  of  351b.  was  got  on  the  morning  of  March  6. 
Don. — The  river  has  been  in  fiood  mostly  all  the 
week,  and  the  prospects  of  some  spring  fishing  are 
fairly  well  assured  now,  although  fish  have  been 
exceedingly  scarce  and  few  getting  into  the  river. 
-Trout  anglers  have  been  making  good  baskets 
chiefly  on  the  Inverurie,  Kintore,  and  Parkhill 
Fections  both  with  the  fly  and  bait.  The  trout  are 
in  very  forward  condition,  especially  on  the  lower 
waters.  Among  others  doing  well  may  be  mentioned 
Messrs.  Robb,  Gumming,  Donaldson,  and  Jolly, 
Aberdeen.  On  the  tidal  waters  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
solicitor,  had  two  good  baskets  of  finnock 
on  Monday  and  Wednesday.  Ythan.- — Splendid 
sport  has  been  got  every  day  the  river  has 
been  in  condition.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  water 
Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  121b.  finnock  on  March  4  with 
the  Little  Devon,  and  about  24lb.  on  March  6 
chiefly  with  the  Al3xandra  Fly.  His  heaviest  fish 
scaled  2|lb.,  fresh  from  the  sea.  On  the  Ebr'e  Mr. 
John  Sutherland  creeled  151b.  trout,  heaviest  Iflb. 
on  March  7.  The  rock  anglers  are  now  making  a 
move,  and  about  halt'  a  dozen  rods  were  out  on 
March  4,  when  baskets  from  41b.  to  61b.  were  the 
order  of  the  day. — G.  M. 

■  Oich  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.).— Mr.  Oldfield, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  March  4,  had  two 
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salmon  of  201b.  and  8  Jib.  respectively,  and  on 
March  7  one  of  17|lb. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

This  river,  with  its  famous  tributary  the  Einig,  is 
so  far  removed  from  the  open  sea  that  successful 
early  angling  is  generally  prosecuted  with  many 
disadvantages,  and  the  present  season  so  far  has 
been  no  exception  to  the  rule  as  the  waters  were 
ice-bound  for  weeks.  Monday  and  Tuesday  were 
very  stormy.  Since  last  report  Mr.  John  Edward 
Moss,  London,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  91b.  on 
Feb.  28,  and  one  of  9|lb.  on  March  1.  Prospects 
now  improving. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  Owing  to  wintry 
weather,  angling  had  to  be  relinquished  for  some 
time,  frost,  gales,  snow  and  rain  alternating  con- 
tinually. Only  salmon  recorded  this  month,  a 
12-pounder,  caught  on  March  2  by  Mr.  Moon, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  March  7  was  exceedingly 
boisterous,  wet,  and  cold,  but  towards  evening  a 
change  for  the  better. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Last  week-end  we  had  a 
fall  of  rain,  and  there  was  also  some  snow  on 
March  5.  The  rivers  were  discoloured  on  March  4  and  5 
with  a  foot  or  two  of  more  water  flowing  over  the 
caulds.    This  caused  a  number  of  spring  salmon  to 
ascend,  and  on  March  5  they  were  noticed  making 
their  way  over  the  stream  heads  in  the  Annan.  On 
March  6  a  good  deal  of  melted  snow  discoloured  the 
waters   again,    and   salmon  would    not    rise  to 
the  fly,  nor  would  they  take  the  gudgeons  or 
minnows  that  were  tried  over  them,  and  nothing 
but  an  odd  kelt  or  two  were  landed.  Tuesday 
had    all    the   appearance  of    a    favourable  fly 
day,    though    the    wind    veered    round   to  the 
north  during  the  afternoon.     The  waters  were 
in  favourable  condition,  but  sport  was  disappointing 
in  all  the  different  rivers.    Many  imdoubtedly  clean 
spring  salmon  were  noticed  rising,  but  look  at  a  fly 
or  take  a  spinning  bait  they  would  not.    Trout  arj 
not  tried  for  as  yet,  and  any  that  are  landed  are  put 
back  in  the  rivers  as  out  of  condition.    Easter  or 
the  beginning  of  April  is  considered  quite  early 
enough  to  take  yellow  trout  in  the  Border  rivers  of 
the  Solway.   The  following  are  the  reports  from  the 
various  streams  up  till  this  evening  (Wednesday) : — 
The  Annan. — The  river  has  been  in  much  better 
condition.   Rain  fell  in  Upper  Annandale  on  March  3, 
and  the  ^river  was  up  a  couple  of  feet  on  Saturday 
morning  when  sleet  fell  in  Moffat  dale.   On  Sunday, 
March  5,  there  was  frost,  and  snow  followed.  Mon- 
day gave  us  a  fair-sized  water,  but  apparently  the 
melted  snow  sent  the  fish  to  the  bottom,  and  they 
would  not  rise  to  the  fly.    In  the  Spittal  pool  Mr. 
W.  Wright  landed  a  kelt  salmon  to  the  Silver 
Devon  minnow,  and  this  was  carefully  i  eturned  to 
the  water,  and  the  same  angler  lost  a  beautiful  clean 
run  salmon  on  Tuesday  below  the  Howes  pool  while 
spinning  a  small  Devon.  In  an  upper  stretch  another 
rod  grassed  four  kelts,  which  were  put  back  un- 
injured, and  another  rod  landed  one  kelt  salmon. 
There  was  another  rise   of  water  this  I  morning 
(March  8)  due  to  rain  on  Tuesday  night  (March  7). 
With  some  colour  in  the  water  there  was  a  pro-pest 
of  fish  with  the  Devon.    The  high  tide  and  lower 
reaches  out  of  order  during  the  best  period  of  the 
day  through  the  tide  flowing  rather  handicapped 
anglers  in  the  Annan.    Several  fine  spring  fish  were 
seen  rising  in  the  pools  during  the  forenoon,  but  the 
water  began  to  rise  and  discolour  more  in  the  after- 
noon, while  rain  fell  as  well.   At  the  time  of  writing 
the  weather  has  become  unsettled,  with  a  south- 
west gale  blowing     The  barometer  has  been  falling 
all  day  so  that  a  further  disturbance  may  follow. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  was  in  flood  on 
Saturday,  due  to  the  rain  and  snowstorm  in  Niths- 
dale  on  the  previous  day.    Since  that  date  the  river 
has  been  up  and  down  daily,  and  with  the  imsettled 
conditions  no   sport   worth   reporting   has  been 
obtained  in  the  main  river.    The  Cluden  and  Cairn 
are  in  capital  order,  but  little  trout  fishing  has 
been  tried,  and  the  beginning  of  April  is  quite  soon 
enough  for  yellow  trout  on  the  Cairn.    Mr.  Calder's 
stretch  above  Dalgonar  Mill  of  Dunscore  is  perhaps 
the  [finest  stretch  on  the  Cairn,  and  some  good 
sport  is  to  be  had    there    when  the  water  is 
in  trim.    Of  course,  the  stretch  is  preserved  and 
well  looked  after  by  the  keepers.    The  proprietor, 
if  approached  in  a  proper  manner,  is  not  averse  to 
giving  the  wandering  disciple  of  the  rod  a  day  on 
his  water.    A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Cluden, 
but  I  hear  of  no  sport  so  far.    The  Galloway 
Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  in  moderate  order, 
and  the  rain  has  improved  the  pools  for  the  salmon 
fly.    During  the  past  few  days  the  rivers  have  been 
rising  and  falling,  and  one  of  my  correspondents 
writes  that  the  waters  are  full  of  melted  snow. 
Sport  since  the  opening  has  been  very  poor,  but 
this  remark  does  not  apply  to  the  Cree  of  Galloway, 
where  the  river  is  fished  privately.    The  Ayrshire 
Rivers. — No  sport  is  being  had  on  these  rivers* 
The  Doon  has  been  in  the  best  of  ply,  and  it  is 
said  some  sport  has  fallen  to  the  rods  here  and 
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there.  The  Ayr  is  of  little  account  and  much 
polluted  compared  with  what  it  used  to  be 
when  I  first  knew  it.  The  Stincher,  owned  by 
the  Earl  of  Stair,  is  in  the  hands  of  private 
parties.  No  notes  reach  me  from  the  Girvan  thin 
week.  The  netsmen  have  not  opened  their  fishings 
up  till  the  time  of  writing.  The  lessees  say  that 
spring  fish  are  such  a  rarity  on  the  Ayrshire  coast 
that  it  does  not  pay  to  open  their  fishings  in  the 
spring  months. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
mild,  and  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  there 
was  a  considerable  fall  of  rain,  which  again  brought 
the  river  into  good  fishing  ply.  Very  fair  sport  has 
been  obtained.  During  the  week  ending  March  7, 
Mr.  Ernest  Shand,  fishing  on  Upper  Stanley 
water,  killed  one  fish  of  171b.  on  March  1,  one 
of  131b.  on  March  3,  and  on  Lower  Stanley 
three  fish  of  221b.,  221b.  and  lOUb.  on  March  2,  and 
one  of  241b.  on  March  4.  Mr"  R.  Jeffrey  Mackie 
had  one  fish  of  191b.  on  March  6  on  Upper  Stanley, 
and  another  of  similar  weight  on  Lower  Stanley ; 
while  Mr.  Grant  landed  two  fish  of  181b.  and  16Jlb. 
on  the  Upper  Beat ;  fishing  Bummouth  Water  on 
March  2  ha  got  one  fish  of  15|lb.,  and  another  of 
181b.  on  March  4,  while  Mr.  C.  Braun  killed  a  fish 
of  18. ^Ib.  on  March  2.  The  keeper  fishing  on  the 
Murthly  Castle  reserved  water  on  March  7,  killed  a 
beautiful  new  run  fish  of  201b.  On  the  Upper 
reaehes  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay  killed  a  fine  fish  of  361b.  on 
the  Upper  Dunkeld  water  on  March  2,  while  Mr. 
John  A.  Park  landed  one  salmon  of  181b.  on 
March  4,  on  Lower  Dunkeld ;  and  Mr.  Buchanan, 
fishing  for  Mr.  Park  on  March  6,  had  a  fish  of 
71b.  on  the  Eastwood  water.  On  the  river  Lyon, 
Fortingall,  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  very  successful, 
having  landed  on  March  3  one  fish  of  261b. ;  on 
on  March  6,  three  of  181b.,  161b.,  and  141b.  ;  and  on 
March  7,  two  of  181b.  and  14lb. ;  while  on  Loch 
Tay,  Killin,  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood  landed  three 
fish  of  191b.,  151b.,  and  141b.  ;  Mrs.  Midwood,  two 
fish,  of  19  pb.  and  161b.;  Mr.  P.  N.  Midwood,  one 
fish  of  191b. ;  Mrs.  Agnew,  one  fish  of  161b. ;  Col. 
Hughes,  one  fish  of  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  P.  Stewart,  one 
fish  of  191b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  one  fish  191b.— 
A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Very  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  this  river  during  the  past  week,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  note  : — On  March  2,  Mr. 
Stewart,  No.  8  Beat,  one  fish,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
No.  6  Beat,  one,  131b.  On  March  3,  Mr.  Pople,  No. 
8  Beat,  two,  211b.  and  lOib. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  No.  7 
Beat,  one,  131b. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  No.  3  Beat,  one, 
9Ib.  On  March  4,  Mr.  Pople,  No.  8  Beat,  one,  151b. ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  No.  6  Beit,  two,  201b.  and  91b.  On 
March  6,  Mr.  Pople,  No.  6  Beat,  one,  17|lb. ;  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  No.  3  Beat,  one,  91b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  Tweed  has  again  been  a  good  deal  discoloured 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  angling  has  not  been 
so  productive  as  had  been  anticipated.  On  Floors 
Lower  water,  on  March  4,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Roxburgh  had  one  salmon  of  71b.  On  Ednam 
House  water,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait,  on  March  2,  caught 
three  salmon  of  71b.,  6|lb.,  and  5ilb.,  and  a  sea- 
trout,  5  Jib. ;  on  March  3"three,  81b., "7 Jib.,  and  5Jlb.; 
on  March  6,  one  of  71b.  and  one  sea-trout  of  41b.  On 
the  Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  has  had  about 
a  dozen  fish  during  the  week,  but  weights  not  to 
hand.  On  the  Teviot,  on  March  4,  Mr.  R.  Ormiston 
had  one  salmon  of  6|lb.,  and  at  Jacks  Plumb  Mr. 
Geo.  Landells  had  one  of  7jlb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tsrrone). — The  Ballin- 

derry  is  in  pretty  good  order  now,  but  trout  are 
rising  indifferently  to  the  fly.  Since  last  report 
several  catches  were  effected  on  the  Ardtrea  and 
Coagh  reaches,  chiefly  by  bait  fishers. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  moderated 
a  little  this  week;  the  rivers  are  in  good  order,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  much  improved.  On  the 
Maine  several  fair^baskets  of  brown  trout  were  made, 
Kellswater  reaches  being  the  best  casts,  and  the 
Sixmile,  Clady,  Crumlen,  and  Glenavy  yielded  some 
sport.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  co.  Down 
streams  since  the  opening  day.  The  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  will  open  the  Antrim-road  Basin  on 
April  15  to  the  thirty-three  rod  holders,  and  angling 
will  be  limited  to  two  days  per  week,  and  the  basket 
to  four  trout  of  not  less  than  ten  inches. — J.A.B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — On  the  MocoUop  water 
Colonel  O.  L.  Evans  had  two  salmon,  19Jlb.  and 
25  Jib.  ;  on  the  Ballyduff  water,  Geo.  H.  Logan  two, 
101b.,  221b.  ;  on  Ballynaroon  water,  John  W.  Logan 
six,  91b.,  151b.,  151b.,  161b.,  181b.,  and  2olb.,  and 
Geo.  H.  Logan  one,  251b. ;  on  Carrigacunna  water 
(KillavuUen),  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley  a  beauty  of 
351b.  On  March  4,  at  Fermoy,  F.  W.  Lucas  had 
five  one  day,  and  at  Careysville  excellent  sport  has 
been  had.  On  March  3  fourteen ,  fish  were  landed 
on  Mr.  Dennehy's  Kilbarry  water,  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppin- 
ger  three,  121b.,  191b.,  and  191b. ;  Mr.  H.  F.  Downing, 
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National  Bank,  Fermoy,  had  also  a  good  fish. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyue  (NaTan). — The  season  opened  on  Feb.  12 
under  most  depressing  conditions,  the  river  being 
lower  for  the  time  of  the  year  than  had  been  re- 
membered by  the  oldest  local  angler.  For  the 
first  fortnight  there  was  practically  no  sport, 
but  a  few  stormy  showers  on  Feb.  27  and 
28  raised  the  river  lOin.,  and  on  one  or  two 
fishings  tome  fish  have  been  got.  Far  as  I  can 
ascertain  the  following  are  the  results  of  the  past 
week.  On  upper  Blacli  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
had  nine  fish  of  241b.,  241b.,  231b.,  191b.,  181b., 
181b.,  151b.,  121b.,  and  101b.  On  Slane  Castle  water, 
Mr.  Morgan  and  guests  had  several  fish,  the  weights 
of  which  are  not  stated.  On  Lower  Black  Castle 
the  fisherman  had  two  of  191b.,  and  171b.  Beyond 
these  I  can  only  hear  of  two  or  three  being  got  at 
Trim.  The  largest  fish  got  so  far  with  rod  and  line 
is  one  of  341b.)  got  by  Mr.  Watkins  on  Stackallen. 
This  was  taken  a  day  or  two  after  the  season  opened. 
The  river  is  far  too  low  for  good  fishing,  but  it  is 
now  raining  heavily  and  prospect  of  good  flood. — 
Claeet  Fly. 

Bundxowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  Bundrowes  has 
been  in  high  flood,  much  discoloured,  and  imfishable 
during  the  past  week  from  the  effects  of  the  recent 
storm  and  melting  snow  from  the  mountains  ;  how- 
ever, at  the  time  of  writing  everything  is  almost 
cleared  away  and  the  river  is  rapidly  getting  into 
fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

CroUy  Biver  and  Iiougfh  Anure  (co.  Donegal). 
— Fishing  from  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Crolly  Bridge, 
Mr.  Yuill  and  friend  are  having  very  satisfactory 
lesults  with  sea- trout,  their  baskets  averaging  two 
brace  a  day.  The  river  is  getting  into  excellent  ply, 
and  there  are  plenty  of  sea- trout  in  it.  Sport  should 
be  good  within  the  next  few  weeks.  Flies :  Zulu, 
Red  and  Teal,  Orange  and  Grouse,  Claret  and 
Mallard.— E.  S. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
Erne  is  in  good  trouting  order  at  present,  and  some 
nice  trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers  out  on  the 
river  on  the  reaches  between  Ballyshannon  and 
Belleek  during  the  past  week,  and  the  first  salmon 
of  the  season  on  the  Erne  was  taken  in  the  Net 
Fishery  on  March  3,  weighing  U^lb. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — On  WiUiams  water  J. 
Barry  ^had  three  salmon,  91b.,  101b.,  and  111b.;  on 
Warrens  Court  water,  Andrew  Jameson,  one  81b.  ; 
on  Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  levers  two,  101b.  and  161b. ; 
on  Nettleville,  Robt.  Nettles,  one  9|lb.,  and  H. 
Welch  Thornton,  two  16|lb.  and  17 Jib. ;  onCarhue, 
Somers  Payne,  three  101b.,  131b.,  and  201b.,  and 
Mr.  Allen,  one  111b.;  on  Rhooves,  M.  Lyons, 
one  81b.  ;  on  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  two,  61b.  and 
81b.;  on  Clashaneur,  J.  O'Brien,  four  8Jlb.,  91b., 
IClb.,  and  111b.;  on  Inniscarra,  Colonel  Sillem, 
eight,  8|lb.,  8Jlb.,  101b.,  111b.,  ll|lb.,  131b.,  171b. 
and  231b. ;  and  S.  Haynes,  one  9|lb.  on  Canigrohane 
fishery;  Capt.  Reiss,  Cth  Dragoons,  two  91b.  and 
II  lb.,  on  Connells ;  J. .Forrest,  one  171b.  on  Farran ; 
Col.  Adamson,  one  61b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Salmon  continue  to  arrive  in  better  numbers,  and 
prospects  are  good.  On  February  28,  Dennis  Cur- 
rane  had  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  On  March  2,  Johnny 
Shea  one,  lOJlb. ;  John  J.  Sullivan,  one,  9|lb.  On 
March  4,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  one,  lOJlb.  On  March  5, 
Johimy  Breiman,  one,  12ilb.  On  March  6,  Ned 
Dennehy,  two  (both  had  with  the  fly),  12ilb.  and 
10|lb.— T.  J.  D.  "  " 

lionglx  Melvln. — An  angler  tried  for  a  salmon 
on  March  ;3,  and,  was  fuccessful  in  landing  a  nice 
clean  run  salmon  of  131b.  Several  trout  anglers 
caught  some  trout  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week, 
amongst]  them  some  nice  gillaroo  trout,  and  in  fair 
condition.  The  lake  is  at  present  in  fine  fishing 
order  and  well  stocked  with  salmon,  and  with  some 
moderate  weather  now  the  lake  will  afford  good 
spring  salmon  fishing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Longlis  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  river  has  been  out  of  order  for  the 
past  week,  owing  to  the  high  winds  and  continuous 
showers  of  rain,  therefore  little  angling  has  been 
done.  There  are  a  great  number  of  fish  running  in 
daily,  as  the  weirs  at  Ballina  is  getting  a  plentiful 
supply,  so  if  the  water  got  clear,  good  sport  may  be 
expected. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  salmon  fishing  seems 
to  progress  very  favourably,  though  the  takes 
during  the  past  week  have  not  been  quite  so  good 
as  heretofore  reported.  On  Feb.  23,  Mr.  A.  [H. 
Turkington  landed  one  of  141b.  ;  on  Feb.  24,  one  of 
1 21b.  ;  on  Feb.  25,  one  of  81b.  Colonel  Charlton 
killed  three  during  the  week,  the  largest  of  which 
turned  the  scale  at  291b.  This  constitutes  a  record 
in  Shannon  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Athlone  during 
this  season.  However,  at  Shannon  Bridge,  fourteen 
miles  lower  down,  [Fallon,  local  fisherman,  killed 
one  of  39Ib.    The  net  fishing  is  not  so  good  as  the 


opening  weeks.  There  were  only  fourteen  salmon 
taken  in  all  nets  for  the  week. — F.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  has 
turned  showery  with  occasional  winds ;  river  in 
good  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Wilhams  killed 
three  salmon,  14^1b.,  19Jlb.,  33flb.  ;  on  Hermitage, 
Mr.  W.  Turner  killed  two  salmon,  15ilb.  and  101b. ; 
on  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
one  salmon,  291b.— John  Eneight  and  Son. 
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Deal  (the  Pier) — The  extensive  alterations  taking 
place  at  the  pier-head,  and  consequent  continuous 
clang  of  "  hammer  music,"  have  not  been  calculated 
to  improve  sport  during  the  past  week ;  yet  general 
results  have  not  been  at  all  bad,  considering  the 
lateness  of  the  season.  On  Saturday,  March  4,  Mr. 
Band,  Mr.  Young,  and  Mr.  Dunstone  fished  for 
several  hours  with  little  success  ;  but  on  the 
following  day,  during  the  absence  of  the  workmen, 
some  exhilarating  sport  was  obtained  by  the  several 
anglers  who  occupied  the  pier,  Mr.  Glen  taking 
thirteen  codling,  Mr.  Dunstone  eleven,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  seven.  On  Monday,  March  6,  Mr.  F.  Idle, 
Dr.  Park,  and  several  local  anglers  did  fairly  well  for 
a  short  time  upon  the  flood  tide,  capturing  a  few 
large  codling  and  several  smaller  ones.  Mr.  Waddell 
spent  the  evening  upon  the  pier,  and  was  rewarded 
with  a  nice  bag  of  eight  codling.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Band  had  one  large  codling  and  a  number  of 
smaller  ones,  and  several  dabs,  plaice,  and  pouting 
were  included  in  the  day's  catch.  Messrs.  Wilson, 
Dimstone,  Waddell,  and  Yormg,  fishing  during 
the  heavy  squall  in  the  evening,  made  decent 
bags,  premier  honours  falling  to  Mr.  Waddell  and 
Mr.  Young.  The  weather  and  water  were  all  that 
could  be  desired  on  March  8,  but  fish  were  by  no 
means  plentiful,  though  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Yoimg, 
and  Mr.  Band  each  creeled  a  fair  mixed  catch. — 
J.  RiCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.)< 

Plymouth.. — Fish  of  all  sorts  have  been  scarce 
this  week,  the  amateurs  have  not  been  doing  much, 
and  the  regular  fishing  boats  have  brought  in  very 
poor  catches,  which  have  consequently  fetched  high 
prices.  The  mackerel  seem  to  be  very  spasmodic  in 
their  visits,  some  days  a  fair  catch  is  made  and  the 
next  nil.  The  steam  trawlers  have  been  doing  fairly 
well,  but  are  obUged  to  go  a  long  distance  for  their 
fish,  and  some  have  experienced  very  heavy  weather. 
The  spring  pollack  are  far  out  in  the  bay,  and  the 
weather  must  moderate  before  they  come  in  inside 
the  harbour ;  some  few  have  been  caught,  but 
nothing  to  speak  of. — William  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Considering  the  time  of  year 
I  think  sport  is  fairly  good  with  codling.  Amongst 
those  on  the  pier  the  last  few  days  were  :  Messrs.  H. 
Blewitt,  E.  Bloom,  C.  Wood,  Spinks  and  Rapley. 
The  last  named  had  five  on  March  3,  average  1  lb,, 
caught  with  whelks ;  and  on  March  4  one,  31b. 
C.  Wood  and  Bloom  last  night  (March  7)  had  some 
nice  codling.  Water  good  colour. — J.  R.  Robinson 
(B.S.A.S.).   


JlssocioKotts,  cfc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  March  2  a  good  number  of  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  dinner  at  our  London  head- 
quarters, arranged  for  in  connection  with  our  "sides  " 
competition  held  at  Marlow  on  Feb.  12.  Messrs. 
Wilkins  and  Yarham  as  captains  of  the  winning  and 
losing  teams  occupied  the  chair  and  vice-chair 
respectively.  The  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "The 
Losers "  and  the  vice-chairman  that  of  "  The 
Winners,"  and  Messrs.  Armitage  and  H.  C. 
Adams  suitably  responded.  Messrs.  T.  Adams, 
Breslaw,  Marks,  Read  and  Tucker  kindly  contributed 
to  the  musical  part  of  the  programme,  and  our 
Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  gave  a  recitation.  The 
proceedings  closed  soon  alter  11  p.m.,  with  the 
National  Anthem.  Mr.  Batchelor  sent  up  a 
nice  little  pike  which  weighed  61b.  9ioz.,  from 
Stoke  in  Suffolk.  Mr.  Yarham  had  perch  from 
the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's  fishery  this 
last  week-end,  and  Mr.  Gobel  roach  from  Harefield, 
where  some  fine  perch  were  also  taken  and  returned, 
but  with  these  exceptions  sport  has  been  very  quiet. 
As  former  "sides"  competitions  have  proved  so 
successful  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  another,  the 
last  of  the  season,  at  Harefield  on  March  26,  roach 
and  chub  only,  and  there  will  be  a  dinner  and 
concert  in  connection  therewith  in  April.  Members 
are  reminded  of  the  club  competition  at  Harefield 
on  March  12.— E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 

The  society  held  one  of  its  popular  musical  even- 
ings on  Wednesday  at  the  Fetter-lane  rooms.  It 
was  well  attended.  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  chairman  with  customary 
sang-froid — missing  nothing.  And  the  entertain- 
ment committee  had  something  to  say  about  the 
great  lielp  he  had  afforded  them  in  securing  much 


talented  assistance.  The  music  was  vocal  through- 
out, varying  from  grave  to  gay,  and  the  level 
of  excellence  maintained  reflected  much  credit  upon 
Mr.  Mallett,  and  the  entertainment  sub-committee 
who  had  arranged  the  programme  of  twenty-seven 
events,  the  whole  completed.  Where  all  was  good 
selection  is  difficult.  Mr.  J ohn  Edgar  as  usual  pre 
sided  at  the  pianoforte  with  great  taste  and  skill. 
The  society's  favourite,  Mr.  Arthur  Crisfield,  in 
"Hybrias  the  Cretan,"  fully  maintained  the 
reputation  established  by  him  long  ago  at  these 
meetings,  Mr.  Ben  Fielding,  in  the  "  Four  Jolly 
Smiths,"  and  more  especially  in  "Drinking,"  took  the 
meeting  by  storm — voice  and  manner  were  perfect. 
Mr.  Louis  Stephens  in  "Highland  Sport"  was  very 
well  received,  and  with  the  "Mikado's  Song" 
brought  down  the  house.  Mr.  H.  B.  Green,  in 
lighter  vein,  gave  "Come  Away"  and  "Stop  that 
Tickling "  successfully ;  but  Mr.  Crafter  elicited 
peals  of  laughter  by  his  "  Good  Evening "  and 
"  Kickelberry  Brown."  Mr.  Walter  Joyce's  recita- 
tions, "  The  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade,"  followed 
by  "  Tell's  Address  on  Liberty,"  were  perfectly 
rendered  and  listened  to  with  much  pleasure. 
"  Coming  In  and  Going  Out,"  by  Mr.  McMahon,  raised 
much  laughter.  Mr.  Buckley's  short  stor.'es  were  as 
they  should  be,  short  and  crisp, and  were  appreciated . 
"  Angels  Guard  Thee  "  was  charmingly  rendered  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pocklington.  Encores  were  numerous, 
and  the  whole  thing  went  with  a  swing,  and  was 
very  crisp.  Messrs.  J.  Probyn,  Chas.  Kempton, 
S.  Mott,  Chalk,  Copehn,  W.  S.  Butt,  HopkinsDn, 
White,  Malpas,  all  contributed  to  a  very  successful 
evening's  entertainment-. — H.  P.  i 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  ver^  successful  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  pre- 
siding. Fishing  reports  were  not  of  great  import- 
ance; however,  jack  (of  moderate  size)  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Snare,  also  by  Mr.  Davison  at  Staines  ; 
whilst  Mr.  Graham,  jun.,  had  taken  chub,  and  Mr. 
Salisbury  (at  Tonbridge)  roach.  There  were  also 
other  reports  of  more  or  less  poor  success.  The 
event  of  the  evening  was  the  reading  of  a  very 
original  and  entertaining  paper  (postponed  from 
last  meeting)  by  Mr.  F.  'E.  Martinez,  entitled, 
"  Fishing  Under  other  Skies,"  which  proved  to  be 
very  interesting,  giving  as  it  did  accounts  of  fishing 
in  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  South  America,  the 
whole  paper  full  of  humour,  novelty,  and  original 
observation ;  at  the  close,  after  much  appreciative 
comment,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
the  author.  Members  who  intend  ta  exhibit  at  the 
forthcoming  Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries' 
Exhibition  are  requested  to  forward  particulars  of 
what  they  will  send  to  thehon.  curator  (C.L.P.S.)  not 
later  than  Tuesday  next  (March  14).  Mr.  F.  E. 
Martinez  having  been  formally  deputed  to  repre- 
sent the  society  at  the  coming  French  angling  com- 
petition, will  be  pleased  to  have  the  company  of 
any  other  member  desirous  of  going.  Books  were 
presented  to  the  library  by  Messrs.  Bentley  and 
Lee,  who  were  duly  thanked.  Two  nominations 
for  membership  for  future  ballot  were  made.  Many 
tickets  were  taken  in  advance  for  the  supper  on 
Tuesday,  March  21,  which  will  evidently  be  a  great 
success.  Additional  names  were  also  handed  in  for 
the  outing  to  Wraysbury  and  supper  at  Horton  on 
Saturday,  March  11.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded 
a  very  pleasant  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  M.  Davies  presided  at  the  committee  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  March  7,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  at 
the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members,  and  the  business 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  spent  very  pleasantly.  A  rather 
unusual  occurrence  was  witnessed  by  Mr.  Emery, 
while  fishing  some  private  water,  from  which, 
by  the  way,  he  obtained  a  quantity  of  jack. 
An  eagle  was  seen  to  swoop  down  and  carry 
off  from  the  lake  a  duck  which  was  disporting 
itself  with  many  others.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  reported 
the  capture  of  about  201b.  of  rudd,  roach  and  perch, 
his  largest  roach  scaling  1  lb.  4oz.  Dr.  Spencer 
captured  a  number  of  jack,  but  none  of  any  large 
size.  Members  desirous  of  seeing  the  trout  turned 
in  at  Chesham  should  note  that  the  train  ex  Baker- 
street  at  2.20  p.m.  would  be  a  suitable  one.  The 
society  decided  to  send  specimen  fish  to  the  forth- 
coming exhibition  at  Earl's  Court.  Those  members 
and  their  friends  who  have  not  applied  for  tickets 
for  March  28,  should  do  so  as  early  as  possible. 
There  wiU  be  a  discussion  on  "Fishing  Gut"  on 
Tuesday  next. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Stokes  weighed  in  301b.  4oz.  of  pike,  best 
151b.  lloz.,  and  roach  371b.  3oz.  ;  following  same, 
chub  up  to  31b.  14oz.,  pike  up  to  61b.  \oz.,  and  dace 
up  to  lloz.  Mr.  F.  Berry,  three  chub  up  to 
31b.  2Joz.— Hon.  Sec, 
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Pfovlneial  flfigling  flotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning  . 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I   have  many  times  in  my   notes  alluded  t' 
Fernhill  Heath.     A  few  clubs  have  decided  to  hold 
bye-contests  in  the  canal  at  the  above  place,  but 
no  club  has  succeeded  in  taking  prizes.    The  same 
thing  occurred  to  the  Handsworth  Lion  Club  on 
March   5,   when  the  club    fished    their  contest 
with  no  results.    The  same  remark    applied  to 
the  canal  from  Bromsgrove  up  to  the  Severn.  The 
Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Gelding  is  getting  back  to  its 
old  form,  and  if  the  canal  company  would  take  steps 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  netting  this  would  be  the  finest 
canal  in  the  Midlands.     The  Canal  at  Alrewas  is 
being  looked  after,  and  after  the  close  season  the 
canal  will  be  the  best  contest  grotmd  for  all  clubs 
who   prefer  the  canal  to  the  river.     As  far  as 
all-round   fishing   is   concerned  it   is  very  much 
off.     All  our  canels  and  reservoirs    and  pools 
are  sadly  in  want  of  water,  in  fact,  the  feeders  to 
our  canals  have  not  been  so  low  for  the  period  of 
twenty-five  years.    Very  few  trout  have  been  taken 
from  our  local  waters,  but   I   have  seea  some 
exhibited  for  sale  that  have  not  been  taken  with 
the  rod  and  line.    The  rivers  Severn,  Avon,  Trent 
and  its  tributaries  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
and  before  March  15  every  angler  should  avail 
himself  of  sport  with  the  coarse  fish. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  rainfall  has  greatly  improved  the  Fen  waters, 
and  anglers  have  profited  by  the  change.  Especially 
does  this  remark  apply  to  roach  fishermen,  and 
along  the  Witham,  at  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  Tatter- 
shall,  and  Dogdyke,  some  good  fish  have  been 
creeled.  Some  rods  have  plied  the  tail  end  of  dew 
worms  to  excellent  piu-pose.  getting  specimens  up  to 
IJlb.  apiece.  Pike  anglers  are  reminded  that  the 
end  of  the  season  is  drawing  near,  and  they  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  excellent  conditions  which 
prevail  for  trolling.  Maay  a  good  fish  has  been  killed 
on  the  Witham  during  the  past  week.  Near  the 
confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal  in  the  Dogdyke 
district,  one  rod  accounted  for  three  fish  on  Ma:  ct"i  3, 
weighing  121b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  respectively.  The 
writer  was  out  on  the  Forty-foot  on  March  7,  and 
fishing  for  an  hour  with  a  Canadian  tassel  spoon, 
he  landed  three  fish  (heaviest  4lb.)  and  moved  four 
others.  Another  angler  who  was  out  at  Swineshead 
killed  several  on  the  previous  day,  including  one  of 
101b.  Sport  has  also  been  successful  on  the 
Welland,  and  amongst  recent  captures  in  the 
Deeping  district  were  a  brace  weighing  181b.  and 
9|lb.,  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Thorpe.  On  most  waters  the 
probabilities  are  that  good  sport  will  be  the  pre- 
vailing order  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  season. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  fair  catches  of  roach  have  been  made 
during  the  week,  both  on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  in 
the  Hempholme  and  Arram  districts  of  the  river 
Hull,  several  of  the  fish  going  1  lb.  each  and  over, 
and  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  decent  sport  during 
the  coming  week,  should  the  weather  prove  favour- 
able, for  most  waters  are  in  nice  condition.  A  few 
nice  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  top  ponds  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  ;  I  also  hear  of  a  good  catch 
of  roach  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sod  House 
Lock.  Mr.  VV.  J.  Barker,  the  secretary  of  the  North 
Myton  Angling  Association,  has  issued  notices  of 
a.  special  meeting  at  the  Rampant  Horse  Hotel, 
Newington,  on  March  1.3,  to  arrange  matters  for  the 
season.  A  new  society  has  been  inaugurated  called 
the  Central  Hull  Conservative  Angling  Club,  Sir  H. 
Seymour  King,  M.P.,  being  elected  the  president ; 
Mr.  A.  Clarke,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  Tom  Wiles,  hon. 
secretary,  and  a  meeting  to  form  the  rules,  etc.,  will 
be  held  on  Friday  evening,  March  10.  Another  new 
club,  the  Hull  Brewery  Employes'  Angling  Society, 
lias  also  been  inaugurated,  and  affiliated  with  the 
Hult  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, so  that  angling  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition  in  Hull  and  District  for  the  coming  season, 
rrout  fishing  opens  on  March  16. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trouting  is  rapidly  improving  here,  and  with  a 
pit  of  nice  settled  warm  weather  good  baskets  will 
:ollow.  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  rain,  but  of  the 
!old  sort ;  but  cold  or  not,  it  has  had  the  desired 
sftect  of  shifting  the  snow  from  the  fells.  The 
streams  are  mostly  on  the  high  side  for  fly — but  our 
streams  are  typical  north  cevmtry  ones,  in  flood  one 
lay,  with  a  biggish  water  the  following,  and,  pro- 
vided there  be  no  more  rain,  in  good  ply  for  fly  the 
lext.    As  I  write  there  is  a  good  deal  of  "snow 


broth  "  coming  down,  and  that,  I  need  not  say,  is 
not  conducive  to  good  trout  angling,  or  a  big  hatch 
of  fly.    Very  few  of  tlie  latter  are  showing,  but  with 
tlie  snow  away,  and  given  a  few  warm  days,  they  will 
be  on  the  streams  in  good  quantities.  Some  interest- 
ing facts  relating  to  Windermere  were  made  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Kent,  etc.,  Fishery  Board 
Letters  were  read  from  ripat  ian  owners  granting  the 
Board  permission  to  kill  pike,  and  the  clerk  read 
the  pike  and  perch  returns  of  the  Lake  Angling 
Association,  which  showed  that  5600  perch  had 
been   killed,    averaging    I21b.    per   hundred,  and 
seventy-one  pike  weighing  1191b.    A  good  deal  of 
comment  was  passed  at  tiie  small  size  of  the  pike. 
Mr.  Storey  submitted  an  interesting  report  upon 
the  new  hatchery  at  Windermere.    He  stated  that 
the  hatchery  held/  380,000  trout  fario  and  sjme 
300,000  char,  which   they   hoped  to  increase  to 
400,000  within  a  week.    In  reply  to  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Storey  said  they  obtained  some  magnificent 
parent  char,  in  one  draw  one  night    taking  over 
400.    Mr.  Storey  also  stated  tliat  the  whole  of  the 
trout  were  new  blood,  and,  in  reply  to  a  further 
question,  he  said  that  the  char  would  be  turned 
into  the  lake  as  yearlings,  and  that  the  association 
would  probably  turn  in  a  quarter  of  a  million  this 
season.    The  chairman  remarked  that  it  would  take 
some  years  before  this  restocking  would  bear  fruit. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  first  week-end  since  the  Bollin  opened  for 
fishing  only  yielded  fair  sport,  two  brace  being  the 
best  catch.  At  Leigh  last  week  two  consignments 
of  coarse  fish  from. North  Wales  were  turned  into 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  News  from  Warrington 
is  abnormally  quiet,  in  fact  nothing  interesting  is 
reported.  At  Liverpool,  anglers  are  remarkably 
busy,  the  leading  item  in  social  events  being  the 
Fly  Fishers'  dinner.  Chester,  Rossett,  Bangor,  and 
Llanymynech  appear  to  be  their  favourite  resorts. 
Where  to  go  at  Easter  is  a  great  questionjat  Bolton 
and  Wigan.  From  both  places  there  is  sure  to  be 
a  large  turn  out  of  anglers.  Not  much  is  heard  of 
Oldham,  Ashton,  and  Stalybridge  Association  now. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Already  many  of  our  city  rods  are  pulling  long 
faces  at  the  approaching  close  time,  for  the  majority 
are  coarse  fishers.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  local 
rods  at  Loch  Tay  are  doing  fairly  well,  veiy  few 
blanks  are  recorded,  most  have  got  one  fish.  An- 
other item  pleasing  to  our  city  rods  is  that  the 
efforts  to  improve  the  fishing  at  Windermere  are 
being  appreciated,  and  that  Manchester  club  anglers 
are  amongst  the  moving  spirits.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  have  selected  dates  in  J une,  July,  and  August 
for  their  championship  matches  in  the  coming 
season.  The  Ardwick  and  Welcomb  Societies  are 
match  fishing  this  week-end. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  WaUis,  of  the  Nottingtiam 
Wellington  Society,  belongs  the  credit  of  having 
killed  during  the  week  the  heaviest  pike  seen  in 
Nottingham  for  many  years  past.  The  fish,  taken 
in  private  waters  on  Monday,  weighed  33Jlb.  It 
was  47in.  in  length.  25in.  round  the  girth,  and 
llin.  deep.  The  fortunate  captor  was  out  with  Mr. 
Harry  Spray,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
and  a  friend,  and  the  three  rods  accounted  for  fifty - 
two  fish,  weighing  4251b.  Only  nine,  however, 
were  retained.  The  next  best  to  the  "  leviathan  " 
scaled  about  l-21b.  A  pike  of  231b.  has  been  caught 
in  the  Grantham  canal,  near  Hickling,  by  Mr.  J. 
Keyworth,  of  Rinoulton  Grange,  and  this,  as  well 
as  the  one  secured  by  Mr.  Wallis,  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  B.  Rose,  taxidermist,  Mount-street,  Notting- 
ham, for  pieservation.  Mr.  J.  Birkin  has  had 
seven  nice  pike  from  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the 
Trent,  and  eight  have  come  from  one  of  the  lakes  at 
Trent.  Chub  have  shown  sport  to  greaves  and  pith 
and  brains,  and  there  appears  to  have  been  more 
doing  with  the  worm.  The  fact  is  the  river,  on 
certain  days,  has  contained  a  tinge  of  colour.  On 
March  2,  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  the  writer  creeled  a 
nice  lot  of  roach,  perch,  and  chub  with  the  tail-end 
of  the  lob-worm.    The  season  closes  on  March  14. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Bates  Wadsworth,  of  Market  Weighton,  had 
the  good  fortune  on  Monday  afternoon  to  catch 
a  fine  pike  weighing  181b.  in  a  pond  on  Mr. 
Raverack's  farm  at  River  Head.  Anglers  nearer 
home  had  not  been  so  fortunate,  having  experienced 
a  very  quiet  time  for  more  than  a  week.  iN'ot  pike 
only,  but  roach,  chub,  and  the  other  fish  which  may 
be  caught  in  March  have  shown  little  disposition 
to  bite.  Pike  and  dace  are  now  full  of  spawn, 
and  there  are  not  a  few  anglers  who  refuse  to  take 
them  at  this  period.  To  kill  a  fish  which  in  a  little 
while  may  produce  from  twenty  to  tliirty  thousand 
eggs,  though  perhaps  a  small  percentage  only  may 


come  to  maturity,  certainly  seems  an  unwLse  policy. 
The  catching  of  small  fish,  indeed,  is  not  to  be  recom- 
mended. At  the  timo  of  writing,  Leeds  anglera 
appear  to  have  de\'i^ed  moms  of  getting  the  trout 
out  of  the  Canal  Gardens  at  Roundhay  Park.  It  is 
suspected  that  a  number  of  fine  fish,  up  to  9oz.  or 
lOoz.,  recently  taken  from  thewater,  having  perished, 
were  poisoned.  The  matter  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
cleared  up.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  hiis  added 
to  its  list  the  Wfiito  Stag,  General  Peel,  Daisy, 
Bromley,  and  Wakefield  Tradesmen's  Angling 
Clubs.  The  Tadcaster  Angling  and  Pre.servation 
Association  have  stocked  their  waters  with  a  liberal 
supply  of  young  perch,  and  for  their  better  pre- 
servation have  persuaded  the  York  Corporation  to 
remove  the  ornamental  swans,  which  are  continually 
on  the  Ouse,  from  the  reach  of  the  Wharfe  at 
Tadcaster. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  the  past  few  days  has  undergone 
a  very  favourable  change,  and  sport  has  shown  an 
all-round  improvement.  At  Waterville  prospects 
have  improved,  and  the  same  remark  applies, 
more  or  less,  to  the  principal  Munster  waters. 
Good  work  continues  to  be  done  at  the  hatcheries 
in  many  parts,  and  things  appear  to  have  been 
floiu-ishing  at  Killorglin  (Killarney  district)  in  this 
respect.  Recently,  Mr.  W.  L.  Holt,  Fishery 
Inspector  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Teclmioal  Instruction,  visited  the  Salmon  Hatchery 
of  Messrs.  Power  and  Dodd  at  Owenagarry,  near 
Killorglin.  He  expressed  himself  very  pleased  with 
the  way  the  business  was  conducted,  and  to  the 
large  number  of  sound  eyed  salmon  eggs  (numbering 
192,000)  hatched  out  there.  At  the  last  Coolnagort 
(co.  Kerry)  Petty  Sessions  several  persons  were 
charged  with  infringement  of  the  fishery  laws. 


ANGLING  OX  LOCH  LETEN. 


The  Loch  Leven  ang'ing  season  opens  under 
brighter  prospects  than  it  has  done  for  the  past 
seven  years,  when  the  American  weed  made  its 
appearance  in  the  loch,  and  afTected  the  fishings  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  annual  yield  diminished  to 
one-fom-th  the  average  of  previops  seasons.  Since 
the  drag-net  was  started  this  year  for  the  capture 
of  pike,  sets  have  been  made  at  all  the  favourite 
haunts  of  thd  pike  round  the  loch,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  only  six  small  pike  have  been  got.  These, 
fish  have  now  been  reduced  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  are  becoming  very  scarce,  and  when  the  drift- 
net5,  wliich  have  been  so  effectual  diu-ing  the  past 
two  years,  are  again  brought  into  oneration,  these 
undesirable  fish  should  be  almost  entirely  exter- 
minated by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  American 
weed.  Judged  by  its  almost  total  absence  in  the 
drag-net,  lias  become  almost  extinct,  and  there  is 
now  nothing  to  fear  that  it  will  again  have  a 
prejudicial  effect  upon  the  fishings.  The  men 
aged  in  capturing  pike  inform  me  that  they 
have  seen  a  few  fish  rising,  and  with  the  loch  being 
lower  than  it  has  been  for  many  years,  and  a 
continuance  of  the  favourable  weather  we  are 
experiencing,  an  earlier  and  better  season  than 
usual  is  anticipated.  R.  B.  Laing. 


Oil  Film  on  Fishponds. — For  some  time  I  have 
been  suspecting  the  presence  of  sewage  in  my  fish- 
ppnds  near  the  high  road,  as  their  surface  is  no 
longer  ripjjled  by  the  wind  and  the  trout  rarely 
show  themselves  surface  feeding.  Anal3rsis,  how- 
ever, has  failed  to  detect  sewage.  By  a  series  of 
experiments  I  have  proved  that  an  oil  film  is  the 
cause.  Thinking  ray  own  oil-engine  might  be  the 
culprit,  I  examined  other  ponds  in  the  locality,  and 
on  each  observed  the  same  film.  In  many  cases 
sui'face  drainage  oft'  the  roads  was  impossible,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  condensation  from 
the  exhaust  of  motors.  This  may  seem  a  small 
affair,  but  its  effects  are  far-reaching  on  pond  life 
and  vegetation  generally,  and  may  perhaps  influence 
the  rainfall  by  preventing  surface  evaporation. 
Fi'om  an  artistic  point  of  view  the  lifelessness  of  the 
water  has  taken  away  a  sjiecial  charm.  If  the 
water  suspected  be  stirred  roimd  in  one  place  with 
a  stick,  and  then  the  sm'face  be  carefully  watched, 
the  advancing  edge  of  the  closing  hole  in  the  film 
can  be  easily  observed,  and  the  point  of  closure  will 
be  marked  by  a  distinct  blob  of  water  rising  up  like 
a  raindrop  falling.  It  will  be  best  observed  on  the 
side  to  which  the  wind  blows.  This  is  not  meant 
to  be  an  attack  on  motors,  but  it  will  be  interesting 
to  hear  whether  this  film  has  been  observed  else- 
where.— FiLJi  in  the  Field,  March  4. 
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^offings       lf)c  i^ap. 

"  Yond  man  doth  neither  affect  company,  nor  is  he 
fit  for  it.^' — Shakespeare. 


"In  aid  of  the  London  Angleis'  Benevolent. 
Society."  So  runs  the  bond  which  Secretary  W. 
H.  Barber  sends  me.  It  is  to  the  efl'ect  that,  on 
March  19,  1905.  the  17th  annual  "open  "  competi- 
tion will  take  place  on  the  river  Lea,  at  Rye  House, 
Herts.  There  are  numerous  prizes  offered,  and  the 
price  of  the  ticket  is  one  shilling.  "  One  touch  of 
Nature,"  etc.,  is  well  illustrated  in  the  fact  that  the 
joint  honorary  competition  secretaries  are  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  (Anglers'  Association)  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  (Central  Association).  The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company — always  generous  to  anglers — 
will  run  a  special  train  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye 
House,  at  the  reduced  charge  of  Is.  9d.  return,  at 
9  a.m.,  returning  at  6.55  p.m.  No  privilege  ticket 
is  required,  and  that  is  the  reason  it  is  called  an 
"  open  "  competition. 

•  *  «  *  « 

The  last  day  for  three  months  allowed  under  the 
Mundella  Act  for  "  coarse  "  fishing  is  Tuesday  next 
(March  14),  but  as  "  Walton's  River"— the  Lea — ■ 
is  guided  by  the  Lea  Conservancy,  anglers  may  fish 
for  certain  fish  until  March  31.  The  usual  conditions 
have  been  issued  to  angling  clubs,  but  tickets  and 
further  information  will  be  gladly  supplied  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 


The  fine  roach  of  21b.  13ioz.,  captured  at  Old 
Windsor  by  Mr.  George  Edmonds  recently,  was 
greatly  admired  at  a  concert  given  by  the  Walton- 
on-Thames  A. A.  The  photo  sent  shows  a  very  fine 
collection  of  fish.  Amongst  them  were  four  pike — 
251b.,  231b.,  1641b.  and  10|lb.  The  evening  was  a 
very  enjoyable  one,  and  reflected  great  credit  on 
Secretary  Edmonds. 


Although  sport  on  the  Thames  has  not  been 
particulaily  good  of  late,  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Muraille  shows  that  there  are  a 
few  fish  left  for  those  who  care  to  try  for  them  : — 
"  In  company  with  Mr.  Brett  I  was  fishing  at  Lower 
Inglesham,  and  on  March  2  in  half  an  hour  we 
landed  two  pike,  ll^lb.  and  12|lb.,  also  some  roach 
up  to  1  lb." 


"  Songs  and  Scenery  of  the  Emerald  Isle"  is  the 
taking  title  of  an  entertainment  at  which  I  have 
received  a  cerdial  invitation  to  "  assist."  It  is  to 
be  given  at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  Deal,  on  Thursday; 
March  16,  the  Eve  of  St.  Patrick — an  exceedingly 
appropriate  date.  The  songs  will  be  rendered  by  a 
choir  of  ladies  conducted  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Goss, 
while  the  scenery  will  be  illustrated  by  a  fine 
set  of  photographic  lantern  slides  shown 
on  the  largest  scale  by  Mr.  J.  C.  White.  The 
accompanying  lecture  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Charles 
Hussey,  who  is  well  known  to  most  anglers  as  a 
competent  and  experienced  lecturer  and  lantern- 
slide  expert.  The  whole  thing  promises  to  be  most 
enjoyable,  and  I  should  like  to  go,  but  Thursday 
night!  Well,  "a  man  can't  be  in  two  places  at 
once  barrin'  he's  a  bird,"  as  Sir  Boyle  Roche 
observed,  so  I  have  had  to  decline  with  thanks. 


"C.  H.  W.,"  in  his  very  interesting  notes  in  the 
Surrey  Advertiser,  says:  "  The  T.A.P.S.  box  at  the 
Weybridge  Angling  Association  was  recently  opened 
by  Mr.  Eyre,  the  head  river  keeper,  and  it  is  most 
satisfactory  to  find  the  donations  amount  to  over 
50s.  I  again  suggest  the  idea  to  the  secretaries  of 
angling  clubs  that  a  T.A.P.S.  box  be  passed  round 
at  meetings.  The  "  penny-in-the-slot  "  soon  mounts 
up,  and  collections  of  pence  are  little  felt  by  the 
subscribers,  whilst  the  total  is  considerable." 


Womanhood,  a  well-known  magazine  devoted  to 
the  progress  of  women,  and  edited  by  Mrs.  Ada  S. 
Ballin,  is  particulaily  interesting  this  month.  Its 
front  page  contains  an  illustration  of  the  Ymuiden 
Fishermen's  Institute  Billiard  Room,  in  which  we 
find  Miss  Woodman  watching  with  apparent  interest 
a  game  being  played  by  some  fishermen  members. 
Miss  Woodman  is  one  of  the  very  few  Englishwomen 
who  have  been  out  with  the  fishermen  on  the 
"Oogger  Bank.  She  resides  at  the  Institute  of  the 
Royiil  National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen  at 
Ymuiden,  Holland,  wlieie  she  has  worked  for  the 
past  ten  years.  The  fisherfolk  call  her  "Oui'Lady 
Companion."  Her  life  is  a  very  busy  one — she 
lives  for  the  fishei  men.  Her  seafaring  visitors  often 
number  4000  per  month.  She  has  much  to  do  also 
with  the  Dutch  fishermen's  wives  and  famiUes. 
"Gills  I  Know,"  by  Sir  George  Douglas,  Bart., 
J. P.,"  D.L.,  is  very  interesting  reading  alike  to  both 


soxes  ;  the  portraits  exhibit  some  fascinating  faces. 
"  Royalty  in  Exile,"  beautifully  illustrated,  is 
capital  reading.  What  wpmen  are  doing  "  At 
Home  and  Abroad "  is  a  special  feature.  It  is 
published  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Ballin,  at  5,  Agar-street, 
Strand,  at  sixpence  monthly. 


Royal  Salmon. 

The  first  salmon  killed  this  year  on  the  King's 
Balmoral  water  in  the  Dee  was  a  fish  of  twenty-four 
and  a-half  pounds,  which  was  landed  by  one  of  the 
Royal  keepers,  and  it  was  at  once  despatched  to 
his  Majesty  at  Buckingham  Palace.  Next  day  the 
head  stalker  killed  a  salmon  of  twenty  and  a-half 
pounds  on  the  same  water,  which  was  sent  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Marlborough  House. —  World. 


Mr.  F.  C.  Williams,  fishing  in  the  West  Hamp- 
stead  Angling  Society's  water  at  Drayton  Ford,  on 
March  5,  landed  a  fine  roach  weighing  21b.  loz.  It 
is  being  set  up. 


Me.  John  E.  Miller  sends  the  following: — Mr. 
Horne,  of  Leyburn,  has  the  honour  of  capturing  the 
record  trout  for  the  Yore ;  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
angler  and  collector  of  curios.  At  the  door  of  his 
museum,  which  is  a  source  of  much  attraction  to 
visitors  to  Wensleydale,  hangs  an  old  man-trap. 
"What  over's  that?"  asked  one  dalesman  of 
another.  "Why,  carn't  t'  see,. it's  a  man-trap." 
"  Man-trap  be  hanged,  it  ain't  big  enough  for  two 
folk."  "Noo,  tha  feeal  (fool),  they  don't  mack  'em 
to  hold  two."  "Then,"  confidently  replied  his  pal, 
"  it's  no  use — they  never  could  catch  a  man  in  a 
trap  without  baiting  it  with  a  woman  !  " 


Merry  Thought. 
If  I  were  a  fish  of  mermaid  size 
I'd  set  to  work  to  secure  a  prize 

In  a  man-trap  competition. 
And  lovely  woman  should  be  the  bait 
I'd  employ  to  encompass  my  gentleman's  fate 

With  the  utmost  expedition. 

And  he  should  be  taken  unawares 

In  the  meshes  of  gold  and  silver  snares 

And  captivity  delightful.  I 
Whereas,  in  the  ordinary  way,  ' 
He'd  be  hooked  and  be  trying  to  break  away, 

And  his  struggles  would  be  frightful. 

 GOOSESTEP. 


A  BIO  pike  was  captured  on  Saturday,  March  4, 
from  Pond  Lye,  one  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society's  waters.  The  pike,  a  splendidly  marked 
and  shaped  fish,  weighed  21  Jib.,  and  was  3ft.  4in. . 
in  length  and  1ft.  lOin.  in  girth.  It  was  caught 
(five-baiting)  by  Mr.  F.  Mascall,  and  afforded  good 
sport.  This  is  the  finest  pike  taken  from  this  water 
this  season,  although  other  good  fish  have  been 
landed,  notably  specimens  of  191b.  2oz.,  14ilb.,  and 
lOilb.  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth  also  had  a  good  fish  of 
16|lb.,  taken  last  week  while  spinning  in  private 
waters. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of 
Conservators  a  letter  was  read  from  Surgeon- 
General  W.  Charlton,  Clonmacnoise  House,  Athlone, 
askine:  that  steps  shovild  be  taken  to  completely 
abolish  netting  for  salmon  in  the  narrow  waters  of 
the  Shannon.  For  years  past  the  salmon  had  been 
gradually  diminishing,  and  this  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  when  four  or  five  nets  were  daily 
worked  once  the  season  began  close  to  the  town  of 
Athlone.  Another  matter,  which  would  please  all 
fishermen,  would  be  the  opening  of  the  river  for 
rod  fishing  on  Jan.  1  instead  of  Feb.  1.  It  was 
agreed,  after  some  conversation,  that  the  secretary 
should  write  to  the  Department  stating  that  the 
facts  were  as  set  forth  in  Surgeon-General  Charlton's 
letter,  and  suggesting  the  holding  of  an  inquiry. 


Whilst  riding  to  th^  printers  this  morning  on  a 
'bus,  I  was  highly  amused  by  a  remark  made  by  the 
driver.  The  'bus  was  blocked  behind  a  large  brewer's 
dray,  heavily  laden  with  barrels.  The 'bus  di  iver 
shouted  "  Hi !  Hi  !  "  The  drayman  leisurely  pulled  to 
the  left,  and  on  passing  the  dray  my  driver  turned 
to  me  and  said,  "  That  is  not  the  only  man  who  has 
found  beer  an  obstacle  to  getting  on." 


The  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  was,  on  Feb.  28, 
honoured  by  a  visit  from  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of 
Albany,  President  of  the  Ladies'  Association,  who^e 
valuable  work  in  connection  with  the  above  Institu- 
tion is  so  well  known.  The  Duchess,  who  was 
accompanied  by  H.R.H.  Princess  Alexander  of  Teck, 
Princess  d'Erbach,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  first  held  a  recep- 
tion in  the  Board  Room,  the  guests  passing  through 


to  the  first  floor  ward,  where  an  address  was  given 
by  the  Archbishop.  Miss  Booker  kindly  gave  her 
services  and  sang  two  solos.  Her  Royal  Highness 
afterwards  partook  of  tea  in  a  private  room,  and 
tea  was  also  served  in  the  Board  Room  to  the 
guests. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  armounce 
the  death,  on  Sunday  last,  of  Mr.  Harry  Edmonds, 
the  sporting  editor  of  the  Surrey  Comet.  "  Genial 
Harry  "  was  known  and  beloved  by  all  the  sporting 
fraternity  in  the  Thames  Valley,  and  I  am  sure  that 
all  Kingston  anglers  will  deeply  deplore  the  demise 
of  so  able  a  sporting  writer  and  genuine  friend.  Mr. 
Edmonds  was  a  victim  to  that  fell  fiend — influenza, 
at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  fjfty-seven.  The 
interment  takes  place  to-day  (March  11)  at  the 
Kingston  Cemetery  at  3.30  p.m. 


Within  the  past  week  two  marked  flounders  have 
been  caught  in  the  Moray  Firth ;  and  it  is  curious 
that  they  should  both  be  caught  by  the  same  boat, 
the  St.  Agnes.  The  first  one  was  caught  four  miles 
from  Nairn,  and  on  its  being  sent  to  the  Fishery 
Board  it  was  found  to  have  been  put  into  the  sea 
at  Burghead  on  July  1 6  of  last  year,  five  miles  from 
where  it  was  caught.  The  second  was  caught 
recently  off  the  Findhorn,  and  is  numbered  251. 


On  Saturday  last  the  "Dawsons"  entertained 
the  Gresham  Football  Club  in  the  return  fixture. 
The  play  was  not  particularly  interesting  on 
account  of  the  "  Greshams  "  adopting  the  one-back 
game.  This  disconcerted  the  "  Dawsons,"  and 
resulted  in  their  being  defeated  by  four  goals  to 
one.  The  only  point  registered  for  the  home  side 
was  the  result  of  a  fine  individual  run  on  the  part 
of  Brown,  who,  eluding  all  his  opponents,  crashed 
the  ball  into  the  net.  To-day  (March  11)  the 
"  Dawsons  "  first  team  meet  the  Belgrave  F.C.,  and 
the  second  are  at  home  to  the  Elvaston  Reserves. 


The  annual  dinner  of  that  flourishing  club — -the 
Lychnobite  Anglers — took  place  at  the  Cow  and 
Calf,  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  on  Saturday  evening  last. 
Although  not  so  crowded  as  on  the  previous 
occasion  (owing  to  the  indisposition  of  many  of  its 
members  and  supporters),  there  was  a  very  large 
muster  to  enjoy  the  really  excellent  repast  provided 
by  Manager  Victor  Wrigglesworth. 

*  •  *  »  »  . 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  responded  to  in  the 
heartiest  manner  of  angler-printers ;  the  musical 
entertainment  one  that  very  few  angling  societies 
could  excel.  The  club  funds,  although  not  over- 
burdened by  a  plethora  of  bullion,  yet  imder  tha 
able  management  of  its  committee  and  officers, 
with  the  hard-working  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Sid  Ransom, 
at  the  helm,  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  increased 
prosperity  at  the  next  annual  dirmer. 

m  *  *  *  * 

By-the-way,  Mr.  William  Hewlett,  general  secre- 
tary of  the  River  Lark  Angling  Society,  came  from 
Barton  Mills,  Suffolk,  to  be  present  amongst  his 
brother  "  Lychnos."  Although  I  have  dined  with 
him  at  many  important  functions,  it  was  the  first 
time  in  the  City  of  London.  He  entertained  the 
audience  with  an  "  extra  turn  "  (not  on  the  elaborate 
programme).  It  was  entitled  "  Vilikins  and 
Dinah  " — not  quite  a  new  song,  but  one  which  was 
received  with  rapturous  applause. 

***** 

As  an  encore,  he  told  us  that  he  "  would  say 
something."  He  did  ;  and  said  so  many  nice  thing: 
about  everybody  that  I  am  afraid  to  repeat  them. 
Many  "  Lychnos  "  are  fond  of  fishing  at  Brandon 
and  he  told  us  that  a  week  ago  he  p  iid  a  visit  on 
angling  bent,  and  that,  although  making  his  head 
quarters  the  Ram  Hotel,  he  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Railway  Hotel  (close  to  the  station),  kept  by 
"Fred"  (son  of  the  well-known  and  respecteJ 
Isaac  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel). 

***** 

Mr.  Howlett  showed  us  a  photograph  of  a  dozer 
jack  taken  on  two  rods  in  two  hoiu-s  at  Brandon 
The  total  weight  was  801b.,  and  he  assured  thost 
present  that  they  would  never  regret  sampling  sonif 
of  the  good  chub,  roach,  aid  perch  with  which  tlw 
Little  Ouse  abounded.  He  trotted  out  that  littU 
four-fine  couplet  (?)  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  years  ago  : — 

"  Some  the  Lea  would  ne'er  forsake. 
Nor  some  the  Thames  abandon  ; 
Had  I  my  will  my  way  I'd  make 
To  dear  delightful  Brandon." 
And  so  ended  another  really  very  enjoyable  anglia; 
dinner  which  for  many  years  has  been  preside( 
over  by  Dbagnei. 
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Wolcs  from  t^c  Wotlt), 

Fob  the  past  ten  days  angling  has  been  entirely 
suspended  on  the  middle  and  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee,  on  account  of  the.  cold  weather  and  want  of 
water. 


The  Dee  rose'  on  Saturday,  March  4,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  fresh  may  spread  to  the  higher  ranges 
and  clear  the  ley  slopes  of  "  Dark  Lochnagar."  A 
flood  is  urgently  needed,  and  nothing  will  be  done 
without  it. 


Eleven  fish  for  the  week  got "  by  the  various 
rods  on  Blackball  Castle,  one  on  Park,  and  a  few  on 
Durris  sums  up  the  poorest  week  yet  experienced 
on  the  Dee  at  this  season  for  many  a  year. 


The  Colter  burn,  which  aebouches  into  the  Dee 
some  seven  or  [eight  miles  from  its  mouth,  is  an 
abomination  of  abominations.  Dead  fish  are  now 
the  order  of  the  day  within  the  sphere  of  its 
poisonous  influence  ;  and  yet  the  local  authority  is 
impotent. 


The  brown  trout  season  opened  on  Wednesday, 
March  1,  and  anglers  were  out  wherever  early  t  sh 
were  to  be  got.  On  several  reaches  of  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Ugie  some  good  baskets  were  made, 
chiefly  to  the  worm,  as  these  rivei  s  were  in  flood. 


The  slump  in  the  east  coast  salmon  fishings  has 
been  very  severe,  and  for  three  whole  weeks  now 
not  a  tenth  of  the  fish  have  been  netted  that  are 
usually  got  about  this  time.  The  rough  sea  is  to 
blame,  | 


The  Marquis  of  Winchester  arrived  at  the  Gordon 
Arms  Hotel,  Fochabers,  for  the  rod  season  on  the 
Spey.  He  joins  Lord  Berkeley  Paget's  party,  the 
Eail  of  Harlech  having  just  left. 


On  the  Ythan,  on  Saturday,  March  4,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Clyne,  Aberdeen,  had  a  basket  of  finnock  on  the 
Ellon  Gordon  Castle  water,  scaling  some  101b.  or 
121b.,  moctly  to  the  small  Devon. 


Frost,  snow,  with  alternate  showers  of  sleet  and 
haQ,  enforced  rest  on  the  part  of  anglers,  is  the  pre- 
vailing coddition  of  affairs  on  Speyside. 


Even  the  poaching  labourer  is  missed  from  his 
usual  Haunts  just  now.  The  baillies  (bailiffs),  who 
perambulate  the  banks,  say  they  have  not  met  with 
a  single  case  this  season.  The  Itelt  is  being  left  in 
perfect  peace. 


For  the  present  year,  and  ten  years  to  come,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  upper  proprietors  not  to  net 
tiie  Spey  from  three  miles  above  the  mouth.  He  is 
paid  £782  for  this  concession. 


Although  the  Duke  does  not  net  the  water  he  may 
let  it  to  anglers,  and  already  it  is  all  taken  up.  In 
round  figures  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  Spey  bring 
in  an  annual  rental  to  the  Duke  of  £4000. 

The  Count  de  Ramirez  de  Arellano  has  just 
returned  from  Madrid  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent 
appointment  as  Lord-in-Waiting  to  the  Spanish 
Court.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Haven,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Forest  of  Birse  shootings  and  fishings. 

Small  flies  will  now  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
salmon,  and  with  the  small  waters,  which  are  a 
dead  certainty  throughout  the  spring,  these  will  be 
smaller  than  ever — giilse  lines  in  fact. 


The  rock  anglers  in  and  about  Aberdeen  number 
between  two  and  tlnree  hundred  strong.  The  Ktn- 
eardineshiie  coast  is  their  happy  himting  ground. 
They  have  sixteen  miles  of  it  at  their  disposal,  and 
every  inch  of  it  affords  first-  class  sea  fishing. 

May  commences  their  season ;  and  their  only 
expenses  are  what  is  spent  on  railway  tickets  and 
tackle.  But  all  the  year  round  there  are  always  a 
few  on  the  job  with  rod  and  creel,  and  fishing  the 
deep  gullies  when  there  is  a  bit  of  sea  on.  On 
Saturday,  March  4,  the  average  basket  was  six  fish, 
the  heaviest,  61b.  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  5ti,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C. 

20,959.  I  Wilhe  Haws,  9,  Regent-street,  London. 
"An  improved  fishing  reel." 

20,919.  S.  AUcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Alfred 
WilHams,  Standard  Works,  Redditoh.  "An  im- 
proved artificial  spinning  bait  for  fishing." 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

SPEECHES   AT   THE    FLY-FISHERS'  CLUB 
DINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  4 
appears  a  letter  signed  "  L.  A.  H.,"  in  which  the 
writer  takes  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  to  task  for 
having  said  that  which  all  salmon  anglers  know  to 
be  a  fact,  namely,  that  the  decrease  of  salmon  has 
for  its  main  cause  overnetting.  I  know  Ballina- 
liinch  well,  and  the  absence  of  salmon  there  now  is 
the  result  of  the  overnetting  of  years  gone  by. 
"  L.  A.  H."  says  the  laws  of  Parliament  are  one 
thing,  but  the  laws  of  Nature  are  those  which  rule 
our  rivers.  Does  "  L.  A.  H."  not  know  that  acts 
of  Parliament  regulate  our  rivers  so  that  there  shall 
be  always  an  open  space  named  the  Queen's  Gap, 
and  also  rules  that  there  shall  be  two  days  in  the 
week  when  the  nets  and  weirs  shall  be  off.  I  know 
oE  no  law  of  Nature  which  decrees  that  the  salmon 
should  be  overnetted  almost  to  the  point  of  ex- 
tinction. "  L.  A.  H."  says  :  "  Let  us  demand  from 
Parliament  that  which  is  legitimate,  and  which 
interferes  with  no  man's  rights  or  property." 
From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  writer  is  more 
interested  in  net  fisheries  than  in  angling,  and  that 
he  is  one  of  those  who  fear  Parliamentary  inter- 
ferences in  matters  relating  to  the  preservation  of 
salmon.  All  anglers  know  that  the  netting  season 
is  far  too  long ;  it  should  cease  as  formerly  on 
May  31,  and  the  nets  and  "cribs"  should  be  off 
for  at  least  three  and  a  half  days  per  week. — -Yours 
truly,  H.  Blanchfobd. 


SPEECHES    AT   THE    FLY-FISHERS'  CLUB 
DINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  date!  March  4  appears 
an  extraordinary  letter  under  the  above  heading, 
signed  "  L.  A.  H.,"  who  describes  himself  as  an 
old  angler  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  later  on  says, 
"Let  us  demand  from  Parliament  that  which  is 
legitimate,  and  which  interferes  with  no  man's 
rights  or  property."  It  is  very  evident  from  this 
that  "  L.  A.  H."  is  one  of  those  interested  in  netting, 
and  who  dreads  Parliamentary  interference ;  for  if 
he  was  an  angler  pure  and  simple  he  would  have 
more  sympathy  with  such  Parliamentary  inter- 
ference than  with  the  rights  of  net  proprietors, 
who,  by  their  overnetting,  have  ruined  our  salmon 
rivers. 

"  L.  A.  H."  says:  "The  laws  of  Parliament  are 
one  thing,  but  the  laws  of  Nature  are  those  which 
rule  our  rivers."  This  is  startling — in  fact,  to  me 
it  seems  absurd ;  and  even  if  it  were  a  fact  that 
the  laws  of  Nature  ruled  by  allowing  the  overnetting 
of  salmon  almost  to  the  point  of  extermination, 
surely  it  shows  that  it  was  time  the  laws  of  Parlia- 
ment should  step  in  to  prevent  it  ?  I  am  an  angler 
of  over  forty  years'  experience,  and  excepting  net 
proprietors  and  those  interested  in  salmon  nets,  I 
have  never  yet  met  anyone  whoso  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  decline  of  salmon  was  worth  having 
but  who  shared  the  sentiments  of  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  when  he  said,  "We  all  know  that  the 
main  cause  is  the  overnetting  at  the  mouths  of 
rivers." 

'  L.  A.  H."  is  at  all  events  comical  when  he  tries 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  more  salmon  are  netted 
and  overnetted,  the  more  plentiful  they  become  for 
the  anglers  who  frequent  the  Gal  way  river.  He 
won't  get  many  anglers  who  are  not  net  owners 
also  to  agree  with  him. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Beaumont. 


THE  ETHICS  OF  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues'  very  interesting 
paper  on  the  subject  of  miiform  standard  rules  to 
govern  angling  tournaments  recently  read  before 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  28,  brings  to  mind  many  similar 
discussions  at  the  committee  meetings  of  our  old 
National  Rod  and  Reel  Association,  and  induces 
the  following  comments. 

Having  served  on  the  committee  of  tliis  associa- 
tion for  all  but  one  of  its  tournaments  during  its 
active  life,  and  also  on  the  committee  for  every 
indoor  tournament  held  in  New  York  City  by  the 
Sportsman  Show,  there  has  been  every  opportunity 
for  me  to  become  famihar  with  the  requirements 
necessary  for  each  of  the  several  contests  that  long 
experience  has  evolved.  Experience  has  taught 
that  no  contest  whei  e  the  result  may  be  determined 
by  the  individual  opinion  of  the  judges  will  ever  be 
decided  to  the  satisfaction  of  aU  concerned,  and  in 
consequence  such  events  were  long  ago  eliminated 
here. 

The  argument  that  casting  tournaments  do  not 


represent  actual  fishing  conditions  may  forever,  as 
far  as  I  can  se3,  be  discu8.sod,  without,  any  prospect 
of  a  nearer  settlement  than  at  present  exists ;  but 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  even  if  admitted,  it  does 
not  seem  to  ma  to  constitute  a  valid  reason  why 
they  should  not  continue  ta  be  held  with  such 
events  for  competition  as  may  be  reproduced  some- 
what near  to  such  conditions.  The  lon^  distance 
fly  casting  event-i  for  light  or  heavy  single  or  doubld 
hand  rods  will,  if  examined  from  most  any  viiw- 
point,  be  found  to  b3  bettor  fitted  to  thesB 
conditions,  and  also  to  test  the  tackle,  than  any 
others  that  may  be  devised.  This  for  the  reason 
that  there  is  one,  and  only  one,  object  sought,  and 
this  a  definite  one.  Tnis  object  is  so  plain  and 
simple  that  it  appeals  to  the  caster  and  spectators 
as  well,  and  the  distances  cast  may  be  seen  and 
compared  by  anyone  with  fair  eyesight,  and  con- 
sequently the  final  result  is  always  satisfactory 
because  it  is  beyond  dispute. 

Now,  what  are  the  conditions  in  nature  that  call 
for  similar  casting  ? 

As  far  as  I  may  judge  they  occur  only  when  an 
angler  is  on  the  shore  of  a  lake  or  bank  of  a  wide 
river,  and  his  endeavour  is  to  reach  a  fish  that  may 
be  rising  away  beyond.  To  accomplish  the  distance, 
should  he  ba  blamed  if  in  so  doing  he  performs 
some  ungraceful  contortions,  raises  his  forearm 
above  his  head,  all  jws  his  fly  or  line  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  earth  or  grass  or  some  obstruction 
in  his  rear,  but  at  last  by  a  supreme  effort  his  line 
shoots  out  the  required  distance  and  the  fish  is 
reached  and  caught  ?  Is  not  he  a  better  angler 
than  another  who  for  the  sake  of  good  form  would 
not  resort  to  such  heroic  measures,  and  would  there- 
fore fail  to  catch  the  fish  ? 

The  following  incident  will  better"  illustrate  the 
point.  The  late  Harry  Priohard,  a  famous  olrl 
Scotch  angler,  who  for  many  years  kept  a  small 
fishing  tackle  business  in  New  York  City,  once  went 
with  my  friend  Mr.  M.  and  myself  to  try  for  trout 
on  a  well-known  Long  Island  private  pond  that 
was  strictly  preserved  and  very  little  fished. 
Prichard,  having  a  great  reputation  as  a  distance 
caster,  went  along  to  show  us  what  value  there 
was  in  such  work,  as  there  was  no  boat  on  the 
pond  and  the  fish  kept  in  the  main  channel,  which 
ran  a  long  distance  from  and  parallel  to  the  dam 
before  it  turned  to  the  outlet.  Prichard  .seldom 
cast  over  head  even  from  a  boat,  but  usually  made 
use  of  the  switch  cast.  Having  arranged  our  tackle 
and  viewed  the  situation,  we  concluded  that  only 
Prichard  could  cover  the  distance  necessary  to  cast, 
so  we  stood  aside  and  gave  to  him  the  point  of 
vantage.  At  once  there  occurred  a  commotion  at 
his  feet  equal  to  that  made  by  a  small  side  wheel 
steamboat.  This  was  caused  by  his  Une  sloshing 
round  in  the  water.  We  watched  the  operation 
some  minutes  with  wonder,  but  at  last  to  our  great 
rehef  the  looo  of  the  line  rose  upward,  uncoiled 
outward  nearly  to  its  extremity,  when  the  lea  ier 
and  fly  at  its  end  turned  over,  straightened  out  flat 
on  the  water,  there  was  a  rush  of  a  big  trout,  which 
was  struck  and  finally  landed.  This  was  repeated 
again  and  again  until  several  trout  of  from  |lb.  to 
IJlb.  were  placed  in  the  creel.  Pilchard  caught 
that  day  all  the  fish  that  were  taken,  and  Mr.  M. 
and  I  were  two  very  interestad  spectators,  as  tliough 
we  were  at  a  tournament  for  all  the  world.  Had  I 
hitherto  been  the  most  doubtful  of  the  benefits  of 
distance  casting  I  would  have  been  a  convert  from 
that  moment  to  its  great  advantages,  even  though 
attained  at  the  sacrifice  of  good  form. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  distance 
events  should  not  be  hedged  around  with  petty 
restrictions  to  handicap  the  performer. 

If  the  time  ever  comes  wlien  a  set  of  standardised 
rules  acceptable  to  Great  Britain  and  America  can 
be  agreed  upon,  there  will  be  no  one  better  pleased 
than  yours  very  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Feb.  19. 


FLIES  ON  GUT  "  DRAWING  "  IN  USE. 

Dear  Sir, — -Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Thorpe- 
Wood,  complains  that  he  frequently  finds  "  the 
gut  coming  away  from  the  hook,"  with  the  in- 
evitable loss  of  any  trout  which  may  have  seized 
the  fly.  This  is,  in  my  own  experience,  a  very 
occasional  circumstance,  and  is  one  that  should  not 
happen  at  all.  Maj'  I  venture  to  hint  that  if  the 
poor  people  who  dress  flies  for  the  shops  were  paid 
more  liberally,  we  who  use  their  flies  would  have 
fewer  causes  of  complaint  from  this  defect.  Therein, 
in  my  opinion,  mostly  lies  the  cause.  In  order  to 
gain  "  a  living  wage,"  these  people  have  to  dress 
flies  very  rapidly,  too  rapidly  to  attend  to  details. 
Men,  women,  and  boys  are  employed,  and  anyone 
who  caimot  dress  a  sufficient  number  per  diem  has 
to  starve  on  his  miserable  earnings. 

I  of  course  do  not  allude  to  those  who  are  their 
own  masters,  and  who  tie  direct  for  the  customer. 
And  you  will  usually  find  when  this  is  the  case,  that 
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ANOLERS'   JHLOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTEItS,  &g. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROGK  HOUSE  HOTEL 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegrapliic  Address  :  "  Macfadyen,  C'uilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


ARDEONAIG  INN, 

On  the  Banks  of  Loch  Tay. 

Five  minutes'  walk  to  ,Fishing  Ground. 
Good  Boatmen  kept.    Charges  moderate. 

Apply,  P.  Campbell,  Proprietor. 

Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike,  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Irelaml— Louglis 
Mask  and  Carra.  Tne  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Catering 
and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms  on 
application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

M.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in 
spring  months.  Central  for  all  the 
Anglesey  waters.  Mild  climate.  Boats 
free.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprieter. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Boiloff/ri H,  Anglesey,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  (.'oarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
Ac,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply,JoHN  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESRDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THK 

SHANNON,   KILL  ALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON-LEY,  S.  DEVON. 

The  Fishing  upon  the  water  attached  to 
this  Hotel  commenced  on  March  1,  and 
will  go  on  until  October  31  next. 

J.  T.  Copley,  Proprietoi-, 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT    CKOES,  ANGLESKT. 

Bri<;ht  liracing  air;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Walds,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  toni  ist 
tickets  cia  Bangor.— Proprietor, T..T.  COTTRELL. 


SEASON  OPENS   MARCH  15. 


The  well-known  Fishing  on  the  Axe  and  Coly. 
A  limited  nvmiber  of  tickets  (Free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  the 

SHUTE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

SEATON  JUNCTION,  DEVON. 

Splendid  health  resort.  Charming  scenery,  close 
to  railway.— HENKY  .T.  II Al 'SE,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  UOTEL  1)E  LA  SAVOIK. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DBS  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FISHING. 
WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

Gentleman  desires  TWO  PAYING 
GUESTS  for  Spring  and  Summer 
months.  Salmon  and  trout ;  lake,  river, 
and  sea ;  boating,  bathing,  golf,  and 
tennis.— Apply,  E.  Fabio,  22,  South 
Andrew  Street,  Dublin. 


TO  ANGLERS  &  TOURISTS 

TO  LET  for  the  Season,  or  part  of  the 
Season,  1905,  a  very  desirable,  well  fur- 
nished, detachedFAMILY  KESIDENCE 
comprising  seven  bedrooms,  sitting, 
dining,  and  drawing  rooms  (with  use  of 
piano),  two  gardens,  stabling,  coachhouse, 
and  the  usual  domestic  offices.  Good 
sanitation.  The  house  is  situated  in  the 
pretty  village  of  Garrison,  co.  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  on  the  eastern  shores  of  Lough 
Melvin;  the  latter  abounding  with  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  Gillaroe  (a  rare  species  of  Trout 
not  found  in  many  waters),  and  the  whole 
vicinity  is  surrounded  with  mountain, 
river,  and  lake  scenery  of  unsurpassed 
beauty.  An  ideal  spot  for  the  Tourist  or 
Sportsman  with  either  rod  or  gun.  Terms 
moderate. — For  terms  and  particulars 
apply  to  Mrs.  P.  Timoney,  Garrison,  co. 
Fermanagh,  Ireland;  and  "The  Round 
House,"  St.  Albans,  Herts. 


TROUT    &  SAlL,lVION. 

Fly-material,  Casts,  Flies  ;  (Jolilen  Pheasant,  Mal- 
lai'ds.  Teal,  Widgeon,  Gallina,  Macaw,  Hackles, 
assortments  ;  4/ii,  6/(i.  10/6.  Hair  Cast  and  Dozen 
Flies,  2/-.— .T.  PICKERSGILL,  31,  Rydall  Street, 
H(jlbeck,  Leeds. 
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GOSTA  ANGLERS'  CLUB 

Re-Established  1879. 

President:  Sir G.EVKRARD  Cayley,  Bart.,  ALF.H. 


This  old-established  club  preserves  upwards  of 
seven  miles  of  the  River  Costa,  long  noted  for 
the  size  and  spurting  (|ualities  of  its  Trout  and 
Grayling.  The  water  extends  from  its  source  at 
Keld  Head,  some  half-a-mile  west  of  the  ancient 
market  town  of  Pickering,  Ycu'ks,  to  about  a 
couple  of  miles  below  Kirliy  Misperton  Bridge. 
No  Trout  are  allowed  to  lie  taken  under  11  in., 
md  no  Grayling  under  10  in.  in  length.  Tiie 
season  commences  on  April  Ifj.  The  entrance 
fee  is  eight  guineas,  and  the  annual  suliscrii)tion 
guineas.  There  are  vacancies  in  the  cumple- 
ment  of  members  (30)  to  be  filled  uji  in  iMarch. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  the  club  should 
conmiunicate  with  the  Hon.  Secretary,  4,  Gordon 
Houses,  South  Cliff,  Scarborough,  forthwith. 


TROUT  FISHING  INTHE TEST 


HANTS. 

About  2i  miles  (mostly  both  banks)  on  one  of  the 
best  stretches  of  the  river  ;  well  stocked.  Also 
old-fashioned  FURNISHED  RESIDENCE  and 
PARK,  and  with  or  without  Duck  and  Snipe 
Shooting  over  from  80  to  100  acres,  and  the  rights 
of  four  rods  on  Bransbury  Connnon. 

TO    BE  LET 

yearly,  or  on  lease,  either  together  or  in  two 
separate  tenancies  (one  comprising  the  house, 
park,  shooting,  and  li  miles  fishing),  within 
about  a  mile  of  a  station  on  the  Basingstoke, 
Whitchurch,   and   F'uUerton   Branch   of  the 
L.  &  S.  W.  Rly.,  and  2i  hours  of  town  ;  and  also 
within  easy  access  of  Winchester  and  Andover. 
F'or  further  i)articulars,  &c.,  apply  to 
Messrs.  FAREBROTHER,  ELLIS  &  CO., 
29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  LET, 

ABOUT  THREE-QUARTERS  OF  A  MILE 
OF  EXCELLENT  DRY  FLY  WATER. 

GOOD  lilSE  OF  31  AY  FLY. 


Close  to  two  Stations,  within  20  miles  of 
London.— St.  Barbe,  Sladen  &  Wing,  l,Delahay 
Street,  Westminster. 


RUISLIP  RESERVOIR. 

Vacancies  occur  for  TWO  or  THREE 
RODS  in  this  noted  water.  Terms, 
£10  10s.  a  year.  Pishing  strictly  pre- 
served for  subscribers  only.  —  Apply, 
A.  M.  Hooper,  1,  Gresham  Buildings, 
London,  E.G. 


TO  LET. 

THREE  MILES  SALMON 
and  TROUT  FISHING 

ON  TIIE  VSK. 

Also  a  few  Tickets  on  PRIVATE  CLUB  WATER, 
(■lose  to  Golf.  Charming  Scenery.  —  Apply, 
Mr.  Pritohard,  Angel  Hotel,  Abergavenny. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TO  IjUT, 

About  li  miles  (3  Rods)  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
on  Coin  neap  Bibury. 

The  river  was  lightly  fished  last  year,  and  is 
well  stocked.  May  F"ly  rise  usually  in  June. — 
For  particulars,  apply,  HoLBRON,  40,  Duke 
Street,  St.  .James's. 


ANTED, 

Within  80   miles  of  London, 

TROUT  FISHING 

with  Small  Residence,  or  an  old  mill  which 
might  be  converted  into  a  residence  ;  would  be 
willing  to  purchase  some  land  also. — Address 
"  B,"  3,  Heron  Court,  Richmond. 


"  BRITISH 
FRESHWATER  FISHES." 

By  the  Rev.  W.  HOUGHTON. 

.\  standard  work,  folio  edition,  splendidly  illus- 
trated ;  together  with  42  Coloiu'ed  Litho  Plates  of 
Freshwater  Fish  (unbound).  Published  at  £3  10.!;. 

Will  take  «2  lOs.  for  an  immediate  sale. 

Address— J. D.,"  22,  Koupell  Street,  Blackfriars, 
.  London,  S.E. 


Read  TKis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forvyard  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  uo  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolun  mriiite  Sons, 

Fishing  e  ackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


300  Yearling  FARIOS. 
100  Two-year-old  ditto. 

Particulars,  etc.,  to  W.  Bryant,  Hon. 
Sec.,  Horncastle  Angling  Association. 


FOR  SALE. 


18  FOOT,  2   PIECE,  SPLICED 

SPEY  SALMON  ROD 

with  hent  top  (never  used)  by 
Stewart,  Aberlour. 
Also  One  with   Cane  Butt. 


Price  £5  the  two  in  box. 


Capt.  Gaskell,  48,  Hans  Mansions,  S.W. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

To  IL.et     R.  Few  Rods 

On  four-and-a-half  miles  of  the  River  Hiz  ;  also 
TO  LET  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
on  the  Kiver  Onghton.  Both  rivers  well  stocked. 
Forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N. 
Railway). — Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com- 
mander Fellowes,  K.N,,  Ickleford  Fishery, 
Hitchin. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fly  rise ;  IJ  miles ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually ;  keeper 
found.  £15  per  Rod. -Pull  particulars  from 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd.. 

MALTON.  YORKSHIRE. 


Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainboff. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 


Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


Sfxi^in.^  'Ti?ovtt  Flies. 

MILLER'S  CELEBRATED 

YORKSHIRE  FLIES, 

To  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

MILLER'S 
SALMON  ARIEL  FLIGHT 

(An  Improved  Dee  Flight), 
Has  already  accounted  for  many  good  fish,  1/- 
each.   Extra  Stout  Salmon  tint,  1/6  each. 


19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  WiMBLEiiON  Park  Station. 


Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Bods  allowed.  Prmts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Pishing :  1/-  One  Kod  ; 
2/6  Jacking,  Iwo  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Ply,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 
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the  flies  are  seldom  sold  at  a  low  price,  as  on  each 
fly  hangs  the  dresser's  reputation.  You  sea  such 
experts  coine  in  direct  personal  contact  with  the 
sportsman,  who  is  pretty  plain  spoken  if  he  finds 
his  flies  draw  from  the  gut.  It  is  otherwise  with 
the  dressers  for  a  large  business,  who  show  their 
work  bj'  the  gross  and  receive  their  pay.  Nor  does 
it  apply  to  amateur  fly  dressers.  Indeed,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  any  amateur  fly  dresser  who  ties  a 

good  fly — I  exclude  mere  beginners,  of  course  ever 

finds  his  own  flies  "draw"  in  this  way.  I  never 
did  when  I  used  to  dress  my  own  flies,  or  it  was  so 
rare  an  occurrence  that  I  can  recall  no  single 
instance  of  it  now  Occasionally  I  have  found  a 
batch  of  a  dozen,  tied  by  a  professional,  draw. 

When  a  young  man"  I  once  got  a  dozen  from 

W  ,  who  tiel  tor  the  trade,  and  who  lived  in  a 

cottage  liard  by  where  I  then  dwelt,  in  Roxburgh 
shiie.  I  went  to  him,  and  I  was  an  angry  man.  I 
<Aen  got  a  hint  which  I  have  never  forgotten.  He 
had  now  and  then  an  attack  of  the  whisky  bottle,  and 
m  return  to  work  his  hands  were  hot,  tremulous 
md  perspired  freely :  nature's  effort  to  get  rid  of  the 
ikohol.  Ill-health  may  produce  like  conditions  I 
jdmit,  but  my  feeling  is  that  working  against 
time,  to  turn  out  quantity,  is  the  chief  cause  of  this 
serious  defect.    Is  it  preventible  ?    I  say  it  is. 

As  an  amateur  fly-dresser,  who  was  not  pressed 
:or  time,  I  went  on  the  principle  of  making  the 
;ut  secure  first.  I  had  excellent  front  teeth, 
md  I  very  soon  indented  the  gut  with  my 
ncisors,  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  slipping  next 
;o  mapossible,  when  my  other  precautions  were 
:aken.  Thus,  before  placing  the  gut  to  the  hook  I 
ilways  wrapped  a  few  wide  turns  of  well  waxed 
ilk  thread  round  the  shank,  avoiding  wrapping 
hem  close  together  purposelv,  and  ribbing  the 
)are  hook-shank,  so  that,  when  I  laid  the  gut 
ilongside,  both  bemg  indented,  "held  like  wax' 
vhen  they  were  wrapped  together. 

Now,  who  could  get  the  ordinary  fly  dresser  to 
ake  such  pams  ?  Pay  him  well,  and  he  may  do 
o.  He  must  live  and  his  time  means  daily  bread 
Ls  all  have  not  good  incisor  teeth,  I  have  ah-eady 
uggested  a  pair  of  pliers  so  grooved— in  the  jaws- 
hat  one  smgle  pinch  would  prepare  the  gut.  Pliers 
bus  formed  could  be  made  of  various  sizes  and 
agrees  of  fineness.  In  the  case  of  loch,  sea-trout, 
r  May  Fly  hooks,  it  might  be  possible  so  to  finish 
he  hook  Itself  that  the  shank  will  tend  to  hold  the 
ut  more  securely,  being  deUcately  grooved  or 
aughened  while  the  steel  wire  is  yet  hot. 
This,  however,  is  purely  speculative  on  my  part 
nd  IS  only  thrown  out  as  a  hint  to  hook  makers 
Lmateur  fly  dressers  may  possibly  take  up  this 
ibject  m  the  interests  of  all.  I  again  siy,  the 
'.feet  is  avoidable. — Youis  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 
P.S.— A  suggestion  has  just  occurred  t3  me,  and 
'     *j  P**^^  wrapping,  once  the  silk 

iread  has  lashed  hook  to  gut,  some  solution,  at 
rst,  very  adhesive,  and  which  would  soak  through 
nd  cement  the  gut  to  the  hook,' intimately.  It 
lust  be  a  solution  which  is  waterproof  and  becomes 
ard.  Each  hook  thus  treated  would  be  hung  on 
wire  till  the  cement  dried.  Then  the  fly  would 
e  dressed,  as  usual. 

[It  is  curious,  but  I  have  been  experimenting  for 
)me  little  time  past  with  "Aqua  Glue"  for  tlie 
urpose  Mr.  Tod  suggests,  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
will  not  be  found  to  answer.  The  question  is, 
I  r?'^  3  contains  some  rubber  in  solution 
hether  the  rubber  will  not  perish  in  time  ?  Other- 
ise  I  am  not  sure  it  might  not  be  used  with 
Ivantage  in  fly  dressing.  It  is  very  easy  to  put 
le  solution  on  the  thread  or  silk  without  breaking 
,  and  for  whippings  on  rods,  etc..  it  may  prove 
.penor  to  wax  It  does  not  dry  very  quickly,  but 
dries  hard.  // it  will  perish  soon  of  course  it  is 
)  good. — Ed.] 


with  an  extra  turn  round  the  shank  for  safety, 
which  I  never  find  to  slip.  To  prevent  risk  of 
damaguig  a  dainty  small  fly— supplied  as  usual 
without  gut — the  eye  can,  as  suggested  some  years 
ago  in  tlie  Fishing  Gazette,  be  pushed  tlirough  a 
scrap  of  tissue  or  otlier  thin  paper  folded  round 
the  fly  so  as  to  present  a  somewhat  conical  point 
where  the  eye  protrudes,  when  the  eye  and  neck 
can  be  operated  upon,  after  which  the  paper  is 
easily  torn  away,  leaving  none  of  the  wing  or  hackle 
fibres  caught  in  the  knot. 

When  tying  eyed  flies  to  links  intended  to  be 
more  or  less  permanent,  ever  since  I  commenced 
to  used  eyed  hooks,  I  have  often  followed  the 
method  you  mention — namely,  to  pass  the  link 
through  the  eye  from  the  outer  side,  taking  one 
jam-hitch  round'  the  neck  and  binding  the  short 
end  to  the  sliank,  proceeding  to  dress  the  fly  as  if 
the  hook  had  no  eye.  Should  it  be  desired  to 
change  the  link  of  gut,  this  can  be  easily  pushed 
back  through  the  eye  and  cut  off  at  the  neck 
leaving  the  fly  as  if  it  had  never  had  a  link. 

In  wet-fly  fishing  I  have  not  found  any  difference 
in  the  action  of  flies  tied  on  blind  hooks  as  com 
pared  with  those  on  eyed  ones.  When  the  drop- 
links  become  sodden  neither  stand  out  immersed, 
but  very  fine  prepared  wire,  such  as  is  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Warner  and  Sons,  finer  than  some  ordinary 
gut  and  much  stronger,  will  always  stand  away 
from  the  casting  line  without,  in  my  experience 
scaring  the  fish  in  the  least. 

I  think  most  of  us  carry  a  great  many  more  flies 
than  we  can  use,  and  if  I  had  to  invest  in  a  new 
stock  I  should  look  over  back  numbers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  a  few  good  fishing  books,  such 
as  Mr.  Hutchinson's,  Mr.  Tod's,  etc.,  selecting  a  list 
containing  not  many  dozens  of  ordinary  trout  flies 
of  varying  sizes,  carrying  them  in  boxes  (not 
books)  which  would  hold  two  or  three  dozen  in 
each.  If  trout  are  feeding  it  is  most  likely  some 
resembling  the  insect  theq  attracting  the  fish  would 
be  soon  found. 

If  one  dresses  his  own  flies,  of  course  the  stock 
need  not  be  large,  as  the  same  hooks  can  be  used 
over  again,  though  dry  old  gut  is  rarely  to  be 
trusted. 

A  little  time  ago  I  soaked  some  comparatively 
new  gut  in  water  for  over  two  months ;  it  looked 
rougher  and  slightly  thicker  when  taken  out,  and  I 
could  not  be  certain  that  it  was  quite  as  strong  as 
before  bemg  steeped.  It  has  been  drying  now  for 
nearly  two  months  more  in  the  air  of  a  sitting- 
room,  and  as  to  strength  or  thickness  or  colour  it 
does  not  differ  appreciably  from  some  of  the  same 
gut  kept  in  a  corked  pickle  jar  covered  with  black 
paper,  and  no  more  than  two  strands  of  an  ordinary 
hank  might  do  from  each  other.— Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

P.S.— I  enclose  samples  of  the  gut  soaked  and 
kept  dry. 

fl  did  not  know  that  anyone  but  myself  had  tried 
whipping  an  eyed  hook  to  gut  in  the  way  I 
described,  and  am  glad  to  find  "  Benwyan  "  finds 
It  answers.  Of  the  two  samples  of  gut  he  sends  all 
I  can  say  is  that  one  seems  to  be  as  strong  as  the 
other— both  are  very  brittle,  but  stand  a  strong 
pull.  I  mean  they  are  much  more  brittle  than  dry 
gut  should  be.  but  the  one  which  has  been  kept  from 
damp  IS  not  better  than  the  one  which  has  been 
exposed  to  it  in  this  respect. — Ed.] 


Light  and  Dark  Snipe,  Broughton  Point,  Teal  Red 
and  Teal  Green,  Black  Gnat,  and  Bracken  Clock,  and 
May  Fly  in  season. 

The  fishing  is  free,  'with  the  exception  of  the 
five-shilling  licence,  and  there  is  excellent  cheap 
accommodation  to  be  had  in  Bowne-is  village  in 
some  of  the  smaller  hotels  dose  to  the  lake— Stag's 
Head,  for  example.— Yours  truly,   W.  G.  Reade; 

[Beech  Hill  Hotel  is  delightfully  situated,  and  the 
charges  are  very  moderate.    I  shoul  I  be  glad  if  Mr 
Reade  would  say  if  ho  considers  the  trout  fishing  is 
improving;  last  season  was  vo -y  disappointine  I 
believe. — Ed.]  *" 

VERY  GOOD  PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE  WYE 
NEAR  HEREFORD. 
Dear  Sir,— I  think  you  might  be  interested  to 
hear  of  two  hours  and  a  half's  fishing  I  liad  in  frost 
and  snow,  on  Jan.  16  last,  in  the  Wye.  near  Hereford 
Mr.  R.  Derham-Marshall,  a  fellow  student  here  saw 
me  land  these  fish,  and  Mr.  T.  Dew,  of  Letton  Court 
steelyarded  them  for  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
either  of  them  will  confirm  my  statements  as  to 
weight. 

First  pike,  3ft.  Sin.  long,  when  on  steelyard  two 
and  a  half  hours  after  capture,  weighed  27ilb  and 
an  odd  ounce  or  two.  Fish  had  taken  the  :5in 
Silver  Devon  right  down  to  gills,  and  so  bled  p.  o 
fusely  during  the  twenty  minutes  of  playing— s 3 
fish  should  have  weighed  .301b. ;  it  has  been  reported 
m  1  leld,  in  "  Reports  from  Rivers,"  as  301b  Fish 
now  being  set  up  by  Army  and  Navy  Stores.  Second 
pike,  51b. ;  third  pike,  1,51b.— ten  minutes  in  playinsr  • 
fourth  pike,  8Ib.  ;  all  taken  with  one  Sin  Silver 

^  n''°."^~J''"^'  ^I'^^y'  T.  S.  Gray. 

Cuddesdon  College, 

Wheatley,  Oxford,  March  2. 
P-S. — The  two  small  fish  were  weighed  next  day. 
[I  had  no  idea  the  Wye,  near  Hereford,  afforded 
such  good  pike  fishing,  and  congratulate  Mr.  Gray 
—especially  as  he  got  the  fish  in  a  river,  spinning  • 
the  Wye  pike  must  be  lively  felbws  to  go  for  a  3m'. 
bait.  River  pike  generally  give  much  better  sport 
than  lake  fish— they  a  e  obhged  to  take  more 
exercise. — Ed.] 


HOOKS  AND  EYES,  Etc. 
Dear  Sir  —The  letter  of  Mr.  Thorpe-Wood  in 
>ur  issue  of  Feb  25  will  no  doubt  appeal  to  many 
lult  anglers,  and  your  footnote  to  it  leaves  little 
be  said  as  to  the  points  which  he  particularises. 
It  may  be  partly  prejudice,  but  I  rather  prefer 
ed  hooks  with  the  eyes  turned  down  than  those 
ith  upturned  eyes.  Both  are  good,  but  I  think 
«  first-named  are  easier  to  tie  neatly,  the  eye 
3fang  more  like  a  head,  and  being,  when  tied, 
ore  easy  to  attach  to  gut-links  or  wire  drop-links 
thout  disturbmg  the  set  of  the  wings  or  the  hackles, 
e  knot  I  most  y  use  is  one  easily  made  if  the 
■k  to  which  the  fly  IS  to  hs  joined  hal  not,  or 
,t  yet  got  a  loop  at  the  end.  It  is  made  by 
iso^in  T  °f  softened  gut  end  or 

Srflf  T'"^*"  '"'"'^       ^^'^'^  °f  and  then 

to?ll  ^^^l^ng"-  ^'^^  through  the  eye  from  the  fly 
to  the  position  in  which  it  is  to  remain,  the  shorter 
6  of  J^-P^f ^^'^  through  the  loop  so  formed  before 
6  other  is  drawn  tight.    This  produces  a  jam  knot 


THE  BRACKEN  CLOCK. 
Dear  Sir,— It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that 
Tennyson  m  the  "Northern  Farmer"  (old  style) 
Stanza  V.,  mentions  another  "  clock  "  of  the  species' 
namely,  the  Buzzard  Clock,  and  a  footnote  explains 
that  It  IS  the  cockchafer.  I  have  caught  heaps  of 
trout  in  Devonshire  in  years  gone  by  with  what 
IS  known  there  as  the  Fern  Web  or  Bracken  Clock, 
early  in  June.— Yours  truly,  Aug  F  Dyer 


FISHING  WITHIN  A  SHORT  DISTANCE  OF 
MANCHESTER. 
Dear  Sir,- I  see  through  the  medium  of  your 
excellent  paper,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  an  inquiry  from 
the  Manchester  district  re  fishing  within  a  short 
distance  of  Manchester.  I  am  a  constant  reader  of 
your  excellent  paper,  and  have  hitherto  never  seen 
anyone  recommending  fishing:  in  the  Lake  District  of 
Windermere,  in  particular  Windermere  lake  itself 
and  beg  to  advise  this  gentleman  that  the  trout 
bshmg  (Windermere  lake)  is  well  worth  a  try  I 
personally  have  fished  in  this  lake  for  a  matter  of 
fifteen  years  with  excellent  success,  fish  varying 
from  41b.  to  2|lb.,  and  for  the  amateur  the  fishing 
on  this  lake  is  excellent  practice,  as  they  rise  mostly 
throughout  the  day,  and  there  are  no  bushes,  etc 
to  get  tied  up  m,  as  the  fishing,  of  course,  is  done 
irom  a  boat. 

The  following  flies  I  find  are  generally  successful 
lor  the  whole  of  the  season :  March  Brown,  Zulu, 


[PIKE  "FLY"  FOR  SHALLOW  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  help 
me  as  to  the  dressing  of  a  pike  "  fly,"  so-caUed  to 
resemble  some  sort  of  young  water- fowl— say  a 
freshly-hatched   wild  duck  or   young  waterhen  ? 
I  see  Mr.  C.  Davies  mentions  the  idea  in  Vol.  IL 
of  the  "  Badminton  Fishing,"  but  gives  no  details.' 
It  would  be  essential  the  "fly"  should  float,  so  a 
cork  body  with  some  sort  of  leaded  keel  to  make  it 
"cock"  would  be  needed.    I  wonder  if  a  plain 
cork  painted  with  an  imitation  head  skewered  on 
would  be  any  use,  but  am  afraid  it  would  look  too 
smooth.    My  idea  is  to  try  this  bait  on  a  pond 
which  IS  impossible  to  fish,  on  account  of  weeds, 
even  with  a  gorge  bait.    The  weeds  come  to  within 
two  or  three  inches  of  the  surface,  so  the  e  is  just 
room  to  float  a  bait  with  a  well  greased  fine.  I 
hear  there  are  some  large  fish  there,  and  as  it  is 
useless  trying  to  keep  ducks  on  account  of  them, 
it  seems  to  me  they  might  appreciat;  an  imitation' 
Yours  truly.  Subscriber. 
[Any  rough   representation   of  a  just-hatched 
yellow  duckling  dressei  on  a  cork  and  pulled  with 
a  jerky  motion  across  the  surface  will  take  pike. 
I  .shall  be  happy  to  lend  "  Subscriber  "  a  capital 
American  floating  frog,  which  paddles  as  you  pull 
it  in  a  very  attractive  way.     A  fine  waterproof, 
that  IS,  dres;ed,  line  will  float  if  tubbed  with  red 
deer  fat  or  "  Gishurstine."    I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  latter  as  a  clean,  pleasant  thing  to 
rub  on  one's  Hue,  or  ferrules,  or  leather  boots  ;  or 
lubricate  the  works  of  a  winch,  or  even  float  a'fly, 
if  one  has  left  the  invaluable  paraffin  at  home.  It 
is  very  good  sport  to  see  a  good  pike  take  a  bait 
floating  on  the  surface — he  makes  such  a  swirl  or 
splash  over  it. — Ed.] 


RAINBOWS  AND  GRAYLING  IN 
IRELAND,  ETC. 
Dear   Sir,  —  Can  you  say    if  rainbow  trout 
exist  in  any  rivers  or  lakes  in  Ireland  ?    I  never 
see  them  mentioned,  and  have  never  yet  seen  one. 

The  grayling  is  another  fish  that  I  do  not  thiAk 
are  found  m  Irish  waters.  This  is  a  pity,  as  they 
appear  to  offer  excellent  sport  in  winter. 

I  see  in  your  issue  of  March  4  that  "  Constant 
Reader  "  takes  exception  to  pike  being  killed  in  the 
close  season.  As  far  as  I  know  pike  are  killed  in 
Ireland  all  the  year  round,  the  reason  being  that 
they  are  not  wanted  in  our  waters  on  account  of 
the  devastation  they  cause  by  devouring  the  fry  of 
salmon  and  trout. 

Very  few  people  in  this  countrv  care  to  fish  for 
them,  and  fewer  still  eat  them. 
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Seeing  Mrs.  P.  Timoiiey's  advertisement  in  one  of 
your  issues  I  went  to  see  the  place,  and  have  taken 
her  liouse  for  the  fishing  season.  Should  you  care 
to  have  it,  I  will  send  you  from  time  to  time  an 
account  of  the  sport  in  Lough  Melvin, — Yours 
truly,  W.  B,  W. 

1 1  do  not  think  grayling  have  been  introduced 
into  Ireland.  Rainbows  surely  must  have  been, 
though  I  remember  no  case  at  the  moment.  Pike 
are  killed  at  any  time  in  our  trout  waters,  but 
where  coarse  fishing  is  indulged  in  for  sport  they 
are  protected.  In  fact,  they  are  protected  by  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries'  Act,  and  it  is  illegal  to  kill 
them  in  the  fence  months  in  our  public  waters. — 
Ed.] 

TO  DISTINGUISH  TROUT  FROM  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  18  you  hope  shortly  to  publish  some  very  clear 
illustrations  showing  how  to  distinguish  bull  trout 
from  salmon.  Might  I  venture  to  suggest  your 
bringing  common  trout  also  into  the  comparison  ? 
I  am  sure  that  many  of  your  readers  who,  like 
myself,  have  spsnt  half  a  lii'etime  in  the  East,  and 
therefore  only  able  to  take  to  fishing  on  retirement 
from  the  Service,  would  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  could  do  so,  as  the  penalty  for  taking  young  of 
salmon,  however  unwittingly,  is  apt  to  deter  a 
fisherman  who  is  not  quite  sure  of  the  difference 
between  them  and  common  trout.  As  fresh  readers 
are  no  doubt  constantly  enjoying  the  perusal  of 
vour  valued  paper,  I  have  no  doubt  an  occasional 
article  on  this  very  important  point  would  be  much 
appreciated. — Yours  truly.    An  Old  Beginner. 

[The  illustrations  are  in  hand,  and  if  possible  I 
will  do  as  my  correspondent  suggests. — Ed.] 

"LYTHE  OR  BLOCKEN." 

Dear  Sir, — Quantities  of  lythe,  or  blocken,  as  it 
is  called  here,  are  caught  in  tlie  season  at  the  quay 
end,  weighing  up  to  a  pound,  and  on  odd  occasions 
more.  These  are  taken  with  a  white  duck's  feather 
tied  on  in  a  very  rough  way  to  a  galvanised  long 
line  hook.  Can  any  "reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
tell  me  the  different  names  the  fish  is  given  in  other 
localities,  or  the  best  bait  to  use  in  catching  this 
fish? — Yours  truly,  Wm.  Jackson  Pigott. 

Dundrum,  co.  Down,  Ireland. 

[Dr.  Francis  Day,  in  his  great  work  on  "  British 
Fishes,"  says  that  the  pollack  (Gadus  pollachius) 
is  also  called  whiting-pollack,  leets,  laits,  and  in 
Scotland  and  some  parts  of  the  North  of  England, 
lythe.  Also  termed  greenling  or  greenfish.  Also 
called  lythe  at  Portru'sh,  co.  Antrim.  It  is  found 
all  round  our  coast.  Mr.  Geen  gave  illustrated 
articles  on  pollack  fishing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
early  in  1904.  They  have  been  caught  up  to  or 
over  201b.  Sand-eels  are  a  favourite  bait,  also  lug 
and  rag  worms ;  rubber  spinners  to  represent  sand- 
eels  are  good,  and  I  have  taken  them  on  a  spoon 
when  fishing  for  bass.  Small  pollack  -yvill  come 
close  in  shore  and  feed  just  on  the  seaward  side  of 
where  the  waves  break  ;  doubtless  they  a.re  hunting 
the  shrimps  and  small  fry.  "  Blocken,"  I  see,  is 
given  by  Dr.  Day  as  a  name  of  the  coalfish  {Gadus 
virens).  The  French  call  the  coalfish  the  "  black 
whiting,"  and  the  pollack  the  "yellow  whiting." 
—Ed.] 


STRIKING  ROACH  BY  A  TURN   OF  THE 
WRIST. 

Dear  Sir, — An  angling  friend  says  :  "  When 
fishing  in  still  water  I  do  not  strike  from  the  wrist. 
Holding  the  rod  in  one  hand,  I  give  it  a  smart  tap 
further  along  with  the  other  ;  result,  point  of  rod 
goes  up  instantly,  but  when  you  strike  from  the 
wrist,  the  point  of  the  rod  goes  down  first  and  then 
up."  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  frequently  struck 
eight,  ten,  twelve,  and  more  roach  from  tlie  wrist 
and  never  missed  a  fish.  The  reason  why  anglers 
miss  so  many  roach  is  because  they  use  rods  much 
too  whippy — so  whippy  that  when  fishing  with 
paste  if  they  hook  one  roach  out  of  six  bites  they 
may  consider  themselves  fortunate,  and  two  out  of 
six  would  be  a  good  average. — Yours  truly. 

Split  Shot. 

A  TROUT  FISHING  EXPERIENCE. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  have  been  on  the  point  more  than 
once  of  relating  an  experience  which  I  had  some 
little  time  ago  whilst  fishing  a  trout  stream  in 
Cheshire,  but  refrained  from  doing  so  simply  because 
I  considered  the  incident  might  be  taken  as  the 
proverbial  "  fish  tale.  "  However,  the  account  may 
be  read  by  those  who  have  had  experiences  perhaps 
more  remarkable,  and  I  therefore  give  the  details 
which  are  perfectly  true. 

Walking  up-stream  on  the  look-out  for  a  feeding 
fish,  I  stopped  short  at  a  likely  spot.  I  had  not 
long  to  wait,  for  very  shortly  up  came  a  nice  fish, 
presumably  about  a  pound  weight.    He  was  rising 


a  foot  from  the  bank  on  which  I  stood,  and 
immediately  above  him  the  river  took  a  sharp  turn 
to  the  left  almost  at  right  angles.  Dropping  down 
the  bank  I  made  a  cast  up-stream  to  the  fish  and 
hooked  him,  but  before  I  could  turn  his  head  he 
was  round  the  bend  and  had  broken  me.  So  much 
for  this  encoimter. 

The  following  week  I  was'fishing  the  same  reach 
of  the  river,  and  upon  nearing  the  scene  of  the  last 
encounter  I  found  my  friend  again  feeding  in  the 
same  place  to  the  inch.  Getting  down  the  bank 
again,  as  I  had  done  on  the  previous  oc:;asion,  I 
made  a  few  casts  at  him,  but  owing  no  doubt  to 
his  experience  of  the  previous  week  he  was  exceed- 
ingly shy  and  refused  to  come.  At  length,  after 
resting  him  for  ten  minutes,  I  mounted  a  brand 
new  fly,  and  without  previously  wetting  same 
dropped  it  three  inches  above  him,  wliich  being  so 
dry  sailed  over  the  fish  like  a  piece  of  thistledown. 
This  he  could  not  resist,  and  I  was  into  him. 

By  the  way,  I  have  found  that  a  change  of  fly, 
and  presented  absolutely  dry  as  above,  will  invari- 
ably move  the  most  stubborn  trout.  To  return. 
After  hooking  the  fish  I  endeavoured  to  turn  his 
head  to  bring  him  down-stream,  which  I  did  for  a 
moment,  but  uiifortunately  he  managed  to  get 
round  that  bend  again  with  the  result  that  the  line 
came  back  loose.  Reeling  up,  I  quite  expected  to 
find  I  had  been  broken  again,  but  instead  of  which 
both  fly  and  cast  were  intact,  and  somewhat  to  my 
surprise  there  hung  linked  to  the  hook  another 
artificial  fly  with  six  inches  of  gut  attached.  I  had 
drawn  the  hook  left  in  the  fish  at  the  first  encounter  ! 

This.  I  grant,  may  appear  somewhat  "fishy"  at 
first  sight,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  my  casts 
were  made  from  exactly  the  same  position  on  each 
occasion,  and  the  fish  likewise  was  feeding  at  the 
same  spot,  I  hope  the  reader  will  not  have  occasion 
to  remark  '•  Cum  grano  salis."- — Yours  truly,  S. 

A  FLY  DRESSING  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  expert  amateur  fly  dresser 
tell  me  how  to  tie  trout  flies  with  rolled  wings  ? — 
also  if  it  is  advisable  to  put  on  the  wings  and 
hackle  first  of  all,  or  last  of  all,  as  various  writers 
give  various  rules.  The  new  fashion  seems  to  put 
them  on  first  thing.  In  that  case,  how  does  one 
avoid  splitting  all  the  fibres  when  manipulating  the 
body,  etc  ?  How  do  trade  fly-tiers  maintain  such 
an  unbroken  glossy  shape  to  the  wings  ? — Yours 
truly.  Blue  Upright. 


A  RARE  BIRD. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Jan.  7  a  very  interesting  article 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  a  "  Rare  Bird 
Shot  in  Berkshire,"  called  Y  trochydd  Mawr.  To 
those  of  your  readers  who  do  not  understand  Welsh 
it  might  be  of  interest  to  know  that  this  "  ancient 
British  name "  is  Welsh,  and  means  "  the  great 
diver";  the  usual  Welsh  word  used  for  "diver" 
is  "  trochwr,"  the  terminals  of  the  masculine  noun 
in  Welsh  may  be  "  ydd  "  or  "  wr."  I  might  further 
state  the  verb  "dive"  is  in  Welsh  "trochi";  the 
noun  is  formed  by  adding  "ydd"  or  "  wr  "  to  the 
verb  "trochi,"  omitting  the  final  "i."  —  Yours 
truly,  D.  W.  Prosser. 

P.S. — Another  translation  of  ancient  British 
might  be  of  interest  to  Londoners.  Underneath 
the  winged  serpent  which  marks  the  site  of  Temple 
Bar  on  the  side  facing  the  City,  will  be  found  the 
following  motto,  "  Y  gwir  yn  erbyn  y  byd,"  on  a 
scroll.  This  is  also  Welsh,  and  means  "  The  truth 
against  the  world."  This  is  the  motto  of  the 
National  Eiiteddfod  of  Wales. 


CHRISTCHURCH  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  it  may  interest  you,  I  send 
photo  of  head  of  male  salmon  kelt  I  cut  from  the 
dead  fish  last  week.  The  head  was  photographed 
resting  on  prongs  of  garden  rake  ten  inches  wide. 
What,  probably,  would  liave  been  the  weight  of  the 
fish  on  its  next  journey  from  the  sea  ?  From  the 
measurements  I  have  of  the  53-pounder  caught  in 
these  waters,  I  think  it  would  scale  nearly  501b. 
Up  to  this  date  several  fish  over  301b.,  and  two 
over  401b.,  have  been  taken  here  in  the  nets  this 
season.— Yours  truly,  B.  J.  Tucker. 

Christchurch,  Feb.  27. 

[I  fear  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  weight 
from  the  head,  as  so  much  depends  on  age  and 
condition.  As  in  the  case  of  human  beings,  a  big 
fish  may  have  a  small  head,  and  a  small  fish  a  big 
one. — Ed.] 


RE  TAME  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— The  curiously  interesting  picture  of 
the  domesticated  rainbow  trout  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  II,  and  the  remarks  thereon  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  18,  has  so  stirred  up  my  sleeping 
memories  that  I  would  fain  crave  your  permission 
for  my  own  Cfxperiences  thereon. 

In  your  footnote  Jto  Mr.  Kemp's  letter,  in  the 


Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  18,  you  express  a  doubt  if 
our  ever- vigilant  S.  jario  could  be  brought  to 
perform  a  feat  of  gymnastics.  True  enough  he 
can,  and  I  will  tell  you  and  your  readers  how, 
when,  and  where.  In  a  certain  pretty  home, 
nestling  under  the  cliffs  of  Carmarthen  Bay,  in 
Pembrokeshire,  some  dozen  years  ago  I  had  a  fish 
hatchery  on  a  small  scale  (if  you  doubt  this  ask  the 
"Amateur  Angler  "),  starting  with  2s.  6d.  worth  of 
ova  from  the  Solway  Fishery.  This  diminutive 
start  grew  into  such  proportions  that  many  of  the 
county  waters  were  stocked  with  their  teeming 
thousands.  From  the  capital  aforesaid  twenty-four 
fish  were  run  into  stock  fish  of  four  years  old,  and 
grew  to  21b.  each.  Of  these  four  were  kept,  or 
intanked,  in  an  ivy  and  fern  clothed  dell  with  a  con- 
tinuous fountain  in  my  garden,  feeding  them  myself 
regularly  from  the  alevin  stage.  They  knew  me  as 
well  as  a  dog  knows  his  master,  and  would  spring 
up  to  the  hand  for  a  big  lob,  head  and  shoulders 
out  of  water,  without  the  least  fear.  Then  came  the 
chase  and  tussle  for  possession  as  would  a  pack  of 
hounds  for  a  taste  of  the  dead  fox.  Curious  to 
say,  if  a  stranger  went  near  these  fish  they  would 
hide  and  refuse  to  take  anything  offered  to  them. 
I  must  say  I  never  tried  them  to  jump  clear  as  did 
the  lady's  rainbow,  but  have  no  doubt  I  could  have 
done  so  by  a  gradual  distance  training. 

As  to  early  maturity  in  trout,  it  may  interest 
your  readers  to  know  that  at  a  year  and  nine 
months  old  I  took  1060  ova  from  one  of  these  fish — 
result,  1000  healthy  fry.  The  water  I  used  was 
from  the  purest  springs,  and  as  it  gravitated  a 
mile  imder  ground  and  was  so  protected  in  the 
deep  dell  in  my  garden,  I  was  never  troubled  with 
the  formation  of  ice  in  winter. 

Alas !  my  poor  fish  came  to  a  sad  end ;  an  eel 
from  the  town  main  had  wedged  himself  into  the 
house  supply  pipe,  and  so  cut  off  my  fountain  flow — 
this  in  very  hot  weather  in  July — and  notwith- 
standing continuous  syringing,  ere  the  water  men 
could  remedy  the  evil  my  fish  had  succumbed.  I 
had  fed  them  largely  on  mussels,  with  which  the 
Tenby  rocks  abounded,  and  for  delicacy  of  colouring, 
plumpness,  and  shape  I  never  saw  anything  more 
perfect.  Not  fancying  to  eat  my  pets  I  gave  them 
to  a  fisherman,  who  reported  that  no  salmon  could 
be  fatter  or  more  delicate  eating. — Yours  truly, 

F.  S.  Perkin. 


THE  USK. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  pai'ticulars  of  the  trout  fishing  on  the  river  Usk 
at  Usk,  Monmouthshire— licence,  season  ticket, 
terms,  length  of  water  that  can  be  fished,  etc. — and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  G.  Austin.  . 

RESTOCI^ING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  footnote  to  my 
letter  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  I  quote  an 
extract  from  the  Upper  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws, 
which,  if  printed  en  bloc,  may  prove  of  interest  to 
many  readers.  The  restrictions  enumerated  were 
in  force  until  August,  1893  :— 

"  It  is  illegal  to  use  a  prohibited  net  or  engine  in 
the  Thames,  to  foul  hook  or  snare  fish,  to  fish  at 
night  time,  that  is,  earlier  than  an  hour  before 
sunrise,  or  later  than  an  hour  after  sunset,  to  sell, 
or  offer  for  sale,  fish  in  the  fence  season,  to  fish  ioi 
or  disturb  any  fish  when  spawning,  to  take  any  fish 
under  the  following  sizes  respectively: — Trout, 
under  lib.  in  weight;  pike,  12in.  in  length;  tench. 
Sin. ;  barbel,  12in. ;  grayling,  9in  ;  and  perch,  6in. ; 
the  measurement  to  be  from  the  eye  to  the  tip  of 
the  taU." 

As  many  a  Thames  trout  of  16in.  in  length  will 
weigh  over  21h.,  my  words — "Until  the  revision  oJ 
the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  in  1893,  the  lowest 
retainable  weight  of  trout  was,  approximately 
somewhat  less  than  half  that  of  the  present  limit' 
— represent  the  situation  very  fairly.- — -Yours  truly 
A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Association. 

LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sir, — Regarding  accommodation  on  Lougl 
Mask,  I  beg  to  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  visitors  to  Mask,  tha 
the  accommodation  is  not  quite  so  limited  as  statei 
in  your  issues  of  Feb.  4  and  Feb.  25.  I  have  thi 
accommodation  of  seven  bedrooms,  sitting  roorae 
etc.,  which  is  within  thirty  yards  of  the  best  fishinj 
on  the  Mask.  During  the  past  three  seasons 
accommodated  144  anglers  staying  here  from  tw 
weeks  to  two  months;  in  1902,  thirty-seven  visitors 
1903,  forty-eight ;  1904,  fifty-nine. — Yours  truly, 

Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur,     Pat  Summerville. 
Co.  Galway. 

[I  have  always  heard  the  accommodation,  etc; 
at  Mr.  Pat  Summer ville's  place  well  spoken  o) 
—Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


An  Interesting-  Salmon  Discovery. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  who  has  had  capital 
sport  on  the  Helmsdale,  tells  me  that  the  system  of 
water  storage  on  that  river  for  the  purpose  of 
artificial  spates  has  "  splendidly  regenerated  it." 
He  killed  thirty-five  salmon  in  eleven  days  from 
61b.  to  17ilb.  He  adds  this  most  interesting  note: 
"Evidence  is  accumulating  to  prove  that  the  run 
of  small  spring  salmon,  61b.  to  121b.,  so  character- 
istic of  most  rivers,  are  fish  that  have  passed  the 
grilse  stage  in  the  sea  without  entering  fresh  water. 
This  is  quite  a  new  light  on  a  vexed  problem.'- 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Annual  Dinner. 

At'  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  evening;, 
Marcji  15,  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  held 
their  twelfth  annual  dinner.  Some  two  hundred 
members  and  friends  were  present,  and  the  affair 
was  in  every  way  a  great  success,  thanks  in  great 
measure  to  the  excellent  arrangements  made  by  the 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  and  the  dinner  committee. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Churchill, 
who  was  to  have  presided,  but  was  called  away 
from  England  suddenly,  the  chair  was  taken  by 
Sir  George  Doughty,  M.P.  for  Grimsby.  Sir  George 
is  an  admirable  chairman,  and  his  references  to  the 
Baltic  Fleet  disaster  were  most  interesting  and 
important.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  B.S.A.S. 
is  in  a  more  flourishing  state 'that  at  any  time  in 
its  history. 


Loan  Exhibits  at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition. 

The  Piscatorial  Society,  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  other  societies,  as  well  as  many  private 
individuals,  have  promised  to  lend  specimen  fish 
and  pictures,  and  there  is  no  doubt  we  shall  have 
a  very  interesting  collection.  Mr.  James  Thurlow 
has  promised  me  he  will  lend  his  fine  case  of  Wick 
trout  and  a  painting  by  Havell  of  Kennet  trout. 
Mr.  Thurlow's  many  old  friends  will  join  me  in 
expressing  our  sympathy  with  him  in  the  great  loss 
he  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  that  charming 
lady  his  wife.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  Mr° 
Senior  that  Mrs.  Senior  is  gradually  recovering 


after  her  dangerous  illness.  Everybody  was  sorry 
that  Mr.  Senior  could  not  attend  the  dinner  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers. 


Another  Big  Pike. 

What  a  number  of  pike  over  201b.  have  been 
taken  this  season !  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  fishing 
tackle  maker,  Salisbury,  writes  on  March  9  to  say 
that  "  Mr.  H.  M.  S.  Fellows,  fishing  on  a  private 
length  of  the  Avon,  near  Downton,  last  week, 
killed  a  fine  pike  231b.  weight,  length  43in.  The 
fish  was  in  splendid  condition." 

Another  2olb.  Pike. 

A  pike  (male),  weighing  201b.  and  2oz.  or  3oz., 
was  captured  at  Holywell  (Ouse),  on  March  1,  by  a 
gentleman,  piloted  by  Tom  Metcalfe. 

Salmon  Fishing  off  the  Campbell  River,  British 
Columbia. 

Colonel  W;  H.  Gunliffe  sends  me  the  following 
useful  information,  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  anyone 
thought  of  going  to  British  Columbia  he  would  be 
willing  to  give  more  : — 

"  Wingate  Farm,  Lynton, 
"  March  8. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  March  4  you  refer  to  a  letter  written  to  the  Field 
by  Brigade-Surgeon  Dickson  re  'Salmon  Fishing 
off  the  Campbell  River,  Vancouver  Island,'  and 
as  I  was  fishing  there  at  the  same  time  I  would 
venture  to  make  a  few  remarks.  With  regard  to 
the  rod,  I  used  one  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  '  Murdoch ' 
greenheart  spinnmg  rods,  lift.  6in.,  which  I  found 
so  admirably  adapted  for  this  particular  fishing 
that  I  should  use  no  other.  Anglers  there  use  all 
sorts  and  kinds  of  rods,  but,  as  you  have  such  heavy 
leads  on  the  line,  I  think  myself  a  spinning  rod  is 
more  suitable  than  any.  Certainly  you  require 
lots  of  line— I  had  150  yards,  but  l"  agree  with 
Dr.  Dickson  that  200  yards  is  better.  As  to  baits, 
I  found,  after  trying  many  different  ones,  that  the 
'tyee'  seemed  to  take  an  ordinary  very  large 
spoon— as  sold  by  Messrs.  Hardy— better  than  any 
other,  but  you  want  really  larger  triangles  than 
are  generally  made,  and  they  should  be  so  attached 
that  they  cannot  be  twisted  off.  I  lost  several  fish 
this  way  after  having  had  them  on  some  considerable 
time.  With  regard  to  the  gaff  I  used  the  ordinary 
one  for  salmon  and  found  it  all  right,  but  it  should 
be  very  strong  and  with  a  good  substantial  handle. 
With  regard  to  the  fishing  coming  to  an  end,  I 
remained  in  Vancouver  till  June,  1904,  and  although 
I  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  '  canneries '  there- 
on the  Fraser  river— I  never  heard  any  rumours 
of  one  to  be  started  off  the  mouth  of  Campbell 
river.  Of  course.  Dr.  Dickson^ may  have  obtained 
reliable  information  on  this  matter,  but  a  great  deal 
of  expense  would  have  to  be  incurred  in  '  running '  a 
'  cannery  '  at  the  place  referred  to.  It  is  very  out 
of  the  way,  with  no  road  within  six  miles  of  it,  and 
the  nearest  settlement  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
-ailes.  Another  point  is  that  these  huge  fish,  as  the 
tyee'  salmon,  are  unsuitable  for  'canning,'  being 
too  large.  On  the  Fraser  river  I  have  always 
understood  the  size  mostly  used  was  not  larger 
than  71b.  However,  I  would  advise  any  angler 
thinking  of  going  there  to  first  find  out  as  to  this 
alleged  'cannery.'  I  feel  sure  that  if  any  angler 
wishmg  to  get  correct  information  were  to  write  to 
Mr.  Tisdale,  gun-maker,  Hastings-street,  Van- 
couver, he  would  get  it.  Mt.  Tisdale  is  a  well- 
known  '  old-timer '  who  went  out  from  England 
many  years  ago,  and  I  can  thoroughly  recommend 
anyone  wishing  for  information  on  sport  of  all 
kinds  in  British  Columbia  or  sporting  goods  to  go 
to  his  '  store.'  " 

Fine  Avon  Salmon. 

I  am  always  glad  to  see  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell's 
letters  in  the  Times  about  big  salmon.  He  has 
long  been  the  authority  on  that  subject,  and  I  hope 
he  long  may  be.  In  the  Times  of  March  9 
appeared  the  following  letter  from  him:  — 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Times. 
Sir, — The  largest  Avon  (Hants)  salmon,  so  far  as 
I  can  remember  without  the  aid  of  my  notes  at 
hand  for  reference,  was  on  view  at  Harrod's  Stores 
in  the  Brompton-road  to-day,  where  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  weighing  it  and  making  measure- 
ments. It  scaled  47 1  lb.  The  measurements  were  : 
—Length,   52in. ;   breadth,  26|in.     Taking  into 


consideration  its  comparatively  short  run  and 
small  area  of  watershed,  the  Avon  is  celebrated 
for  the  number  of  fine  salmon  it  yields  from  time 
to  time.  In  1896  I  recorded  the  capture  of  a  fish 
of  46lb.,  another  of  the  same  weight  in  1892,  and 
in  other  years  several  varying  in  weight  from  401b. 
and  upwards.  These  weights  refer  to  net-captured 
fish.  Anglers,  too,  have  constantly  taken  grand 
salmon  of  301b.  and  upwards.  Last  season  it  was 
reported  that  a  fish  of  45lb.  was  landed  with  rod 
and  line.  A  correspondent,  however,  informs  me 
that  the  fish  in  q\iestion  was  in  very  poor  condition, 
so  poor,  indeed,  that  a  local  fishmonger  declined  to 
exhibit  it  in  his  window.  The  fish  I  saw  to-day 
was  taken  yesterday  in  the  nets  at  Christchurch. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Henry  Ffennell. 

"  Tullamaine,  Wimbledon-common, 
"March  8.'^ 

From  the  measurements  given  by  Mr.  Ffennell  of 
this  great  Avon  fish  it  is  clear  that  when  in  really 
good  condition  it  must  have  weighed  much  more 
than  47|lb.,  as  a  salmon  of  52in.  should,  if  in  good 
condition,  weigh  just  over  601b. ;  if  in  extra  good 
condition,  like  Mr.  Corbett's  salmon,  which  was 
shown  a  year  ago  in  Mr.  Forrest's  window  in 
Thomas-street,  and  afterwards  at  the  Fly  Fi.shers' 
Club,  it  would  have  weighed  671b.  or  681b.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  Mr.  Ffennell  says  nothing  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  fish ;  unless  Avon  salmon  are 
unusually  long,  it  could  hardly  have  been  very  fat. 

An  Amusing  Printer's  Error. 
Sk  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing note  of  an  amusing  printer's  error: — 

"  Here  is  another  instance  of  a  printer's  mis- 
take.- In  the  first  series  of  'Memories  of  the 
Months'  is  a  photogravure  representing  a  pond 
where  I  reared  a  lot  of  black  bass.  I  gave  it  the 
title  of  '  The  Home  of  the  Black  Bass.'  Proof  of 
the  engraving  was  sent  to  me,  luckily  having  the 
title  upon  it,  which,  however,  appeared  as  'The 
Home  of  the  Black  Bugs.'  '' 

I  have  asked  Sir  Herbert  if  he  will  kindly  help 
us  to  get  at  the  best  arrangement  for  carrying  out 
a  Spey  cast  and  modified  Spey  cast  at  a  tourna- 
ment. Of  course,  for  casts  up  to  thirty  yards 
there  is  not  so  much  difficulty,  but  for  very  long 
Spey  casts  up  to  fifty  yards  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
must  be  considerable  allowance  for  the  loop  of  line 
behind,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  two  very  good 
Spey  anglers. 

Since  writing  this  I  have  heard  from  Sir  Herbert, 
who  says  he  cannot  give  an  opinion  as  he  is 
no  expert.  It  is  perfectly  amazkig  how  anglers 
differ  about  the  Spey  and  switch  cast :  everyone 
seems  to  have  a  different  idea.  It  must  be  re- 
membered we  have  to  consider  very  long  casts, 
up  to  fifty  yards.  But  I  am  getting  some  very 
interesting  information  from  Spey  and  other 
experts. 


Coloured  Postcards  of  English  Castles. 

Some  time  ago  we  suggested  that  English,  or, 
rather,  British  and  Irish,  castles  would  form  a  very 
interesting  picture  postcard  series,  and  asked  if 
there  were  any  in  existence  ;  but  it  appeared  that 
at  that  time  castles  only  appeared  in  series,  giving 
the  chief  places  of  interest  in  a  district.  We  see 
that  Messrs.  F.  A.  Horle  &  Co.,  of  Cardmal  House, 
8,  St.  John's-lane,  London,  E.C.,  have  commenced 
giving  "Castle"  series  in  colour,  and  they  are 
excellent.  No.  1  series  includes  Lambton  Castle, 
Ford  Castle,  Stella  Castle,  Lowther  Castle,  Knares- 
boro'  Castle,  Scarboro'  Castle;  and  No.  2  series 
Richmond  Castle,  Tynemouth  Priory,  Durham 
Castle,  York  Castle,  Raby  Castle,  Lumley  Castle, 
and  we  hope  others  are  to  follow,  as  we  know  no 
more  interesting  and  picturesque  series. 


"Anglers'  Guide  to  Ilfracombe  and  District." 

All  anglers  who  may  think  of  visiting  Ilfracombe 
and  the  district  should  note  that  Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon 
has  wi-itten  a  very  useful  little  sixpenny  guide, 
which  is  attractively  illustrated  and  reflects  credit 
on  him,  and  also  on  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Twiss 
Bros.,  the  Arcade  Library,  Ilfracombe.  In  addition 
to  an  article  on  sea  angling,  information  is  given  as 
to  places  where  trout  fishing  can  be  had  in  North 
Devon.  Of  course,  it  does  not  pretend  to  exhaust 
the  subject,  but  any  angler  who  gives  his  sixpence 
will  get  good  value  for  his  money. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  164.) 
Alongside  is  the  splendid  trout-shallow  known 
to  all  Thames  fishermen.  One  day  I  saw  three 
good  fish  feeding  here  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
and,  for  a  moment,  we  hoped  that  our  bait  would 
have  been  seized.  Several  times  they  fed  but 
each  time  it  travelled  over  them,  with  the  usual 
result. 

Up  with  the  weight,  let  the  punt  drift  with  the 
rapid  stream,  and,  as  she  goes,  we  may  feel  thankful 
that  our  evening's  meal  does  not  depend  on  a  trout, 
to  catch  which  may  take  you  longer  than  it  shall  to 
get  seven  years  older. 

As  we  round  the  bend  there  are  some  excellent 
swims  where  the  bank  angler  may  come.  I  should 
bring  an  extra  rod  and  use  it  with  a  ledger.  Let 
it  be  a  two-ounce  flat  lead  that  it  may  have  a 
chance  of  remaining  where  you  throw  it,  but  there 
should  be  at  least  one  yard  of  gut  between  this 
formidable  piece  of  metal  and  the  worm. 

Try  between  the  withy  trees,  slyly  if  the  water 
is  low  and  clear,  but,  should  you  be  fortunate 
enough  to  find  it  high  and  a  little  coloured,  you  may 


could,  and  ought  to,  have  been  prevented,  has  done 
this  little  rush  clean  off  the  reel,  much  to  the 
astonishment  of  sundry  fishers  who  were  not  too 
clever  by  half  at  barbel  fishing. 

To-day  the  battle  is  pretty  equal.  A  score  of 
times,  at  least,  the  fish  came  within  a  yard  or  two 
of  home,  to  be  got  back  to  the  punt  bit  by  bit, 
and,  when  he  could  no  longer  keep  the  bottom, 
he  rolled  over  and  over  on  the  surface  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  have  broken  any  tackle  had 
not  line  been  given.  Back  it  M'as  coaxed  again, 
and,  had  I  been  in  the  punt,  it  would  have  been 
near  enough  to  have  reached  it  with  the  net.  The 
lady  made  an  attempt,  but  it  was  too  far  off. 

The  next  time  it  came  back  she  made  another 
try,  and  failed.  The  gentleman  said  something 
which  I  fancied  caused  her  to  lose  confidence,  and, 
instead  of  keeping  her  net  a  little  under  water  for 
the  fish  to  come  into  it,  she  was  holding  it  ready  to 
drop  when  told.  The  gentleman  gave  the  word  ; 
but,  instead  of  puttmg  it  under,  she,  with  exhausted 
nerve,  dropped  it  on  the  fish,  and  so  ended  the 
struggle  between  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Master  Phillips 
and  a  121b.  barbel. 

Immediately  after  leaving  what  I  have  always 
since  called  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Master  Phillips'  barbel 
swim,  we  shall  reach  the  high  perpendicular  bank 
which  has  withstood,  as  best  it  could,  the  headlong 


K.  Geen. 


COLNBROOK  C'HURCHYABD. 


stand  boldly  forward.-  Your  take  will  only  be 
limited  by  the  time  and  skill  devoted  to  its  capture; 
to  the  bank  the  fish  must  come  for  rest  and  food 
while  such  a  water  is  running; 

The  last  tree  hangs  more  out  over  the  river  than 
the  rest,  and  under  it  is  the  noted  barbel  swim,  to 
fish  which  I  have  pushed  my  punt  oftener  than  I 
can  ever  hope  to  do  again. 

Locally  this  hole  is  known  and  spoken  of  as 
Colnbrook  Churchyard.  During  the  time  I  resided 
at  Wraysbury  I  made  several  attempts  to  discover 
why  it  had  been  so  named,  but  I  could  never  get 
beyond  the  general  belief  that  the  Hounslow  Heath 
highwaymen,  who  frequently  made  Colnbrook  their 
headquarters,  used  to  sink  their  victims  in  this 
deep  hole. 

The  last  time  I  came  here  I  was  early,  yet  too 
late.  As  we  rounded  the  corner  we  saw  that  it  was 
already  occupied  by  a  punt,  in  which  there  was 
a  gentleman,  a  lady,  and  a  boy,  and  as  we  were 
deciding  what  we  were  to  do,  I  saw  the  gentleman 
strike  a  fish,  and  then  ensued  one  of  the  grandest 
struggles  I  had  seen  for  many  a  long  day. 

Everything  favoured  the  fish— a  heavy  stream 
was  running,  and  if,  with  the  aid  of  this  he  could 
only  get  fifteen  short  yards  down  stream,  he  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  regaining  his  liberty.  There, 
in  the  deep  hole,  lies  a  tree,  branches  and  all,  as 
washed  from  a  spot  500  yards  up  stream,  where 
it  toppled  into  the  river,   Many  a  good  fish  that 


rush  of  the  angry  floods  for  longer  than  my  memory 
serves. 

The  winter's  frosts,  following  fast  upon  tne 
autumn  rains,  have  materially  assisted  the  deter- 
mined and  almosjt  successful  efforts  of  the  nver 
to  get  at  the  ra  Iway.  A  few  more  years  and  the 
small  portion  of  meadow  still  intervening  will  have 
disappeared  from  Bucks  and  will  have  been  earned 
over  to  the  Berks  side,  there  to  aid  in  the  forma- 
tion of  an  island,  which  abeady  rears  its  head 
sufficiently  to  act  as  a  breakwater,  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  a  number  of  jack  and  perch  which 
make  the  tail  and  inner  side  their  home. 

No  doubt  this  filching  habit  of  Father  Thames 
is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  to  the  loser  of  the  land 
as  to  the  shoals  of  fish  which  are  thereby  fed  and 
provided  with  new  haunts.  The  increasing  twirling 
and  twisting,  moving  and  removing,  and  the  shoals, 
deeps,  rapids,  and  lay-byes  thereby  formed,  is  just 
what  Nature  intended  Thames  fish  to  enjoy.  Make 
as  many  deeps  by  the  aid  of  dredging  machines 
as  you  may,  and,  as  soon  as  the  dredging  ceases, 
the  fish  will  desert  them  for  one  of  Natures 
making;  straighten  the  river,  shear  and  concrete 
its  banks,  fill  in  the  lay-byes,  and  each  and  all  of 
those  works  will  most  assuredly  hasten  on  the 
day  when  the  artificial  propagation  of  fish  shall 
become  imperative. 

I  have  stated  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  one- 
and-a-balf  mile's  fishing  the  Thames  can  boast  of ; 


I  would  add  that  it  requires  more  protection  than 
any  other ;  and  now  let  me  challenge  any  man  to 
say  that  he  knows,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that 
it  has  been  visited  by  a  river-keeper  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  Poaching  goes  on  here,  but 
who  remembers  a  poacher  being  captured  ?  Let  me 
be  just,  I  remember  seeing  one  caught,  and  I  think 
it  worth  your  trouble  to  read  how  it  was  done. 

Early  one  morning  I  was  making  for  my  punt 
which  1  had  left  the  previous  night.  As  I  travelled 
up  I  noticed  two  bank-anglers  walking  in  front ; 
they  suddenly  stopped  and  hid  themselves  behind 
a  bush,  in  such  a  manner  as  left  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  they  were  watching  some  one.  Behind 
a  tree,  close  in  their  rear,  I  pulled  up  to  wait  for 
the  explanation. 

Round  the  corner  came  a  punt,  and,  lying  at 
full  length  along  the  well,  with  head  and  shoulders 

hanging  down  level  with  the  water,  was  H  ,  a 

notorious  thief  and  poacher.  First  a  jack,  and 
then  a  barbel,  was  cleverly  snared,  and  afterwards 
two  more  jack  were  snatched  in.  Just  then  the 
punt  caught  the  stream  and  travelled  too  fast  for 
his  work.  He  rose,  took  the  pole,  and  pushed  her 
into  the  ditch  close  to  the  spot  where  the  two 
anglers  were  secreted.  They  waited  until  he  came 
on  land,  and  then  one  of  them  stood  directly  in 
front  of  him,  and  asked,  "What  sport?"  The 
wary  poacher  smelt  a  rat.  and,  as  he  answered, 
"Not  a  fish,"  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  quart 
glass  bottle,  which  he  firmly  gripped  by  the  neck. 
"  1  saw  you  take  several,  and  in  an  illegal  manner,"- 
came,  in  a  stern  firm  voice,  from  the  man  who 
barred  the  road.  The  poacher,  with  an  oath, 
threatened  that  he  would  dash  his  brains  out,  if 
he  did  not  stand  aside,  and  with  this  he  made  a 
step  forward  with  his  arm  upUfted,  and  the  bottle 
reached  within  an  inch  of  his  opponent's  nose. 

One  step  backwards  went  the  little  fellow  to  free 
his  mouth  and  nostrils  from  the  the  too  close  vicinity 
of  the  bottle,  so  that  he  might  say  to  his  companion, 
"  Stand  by,  but  don't  interfere  unless  I  call  for 
help."  T;hen  to  the  man  in  front  of  him,  from 
whom  his  eye  had  not  wandered,  "Will  you  or 
will  you  not  hand  me  over  the  fish  and  snare  ?  "■ 
The  answer  was  another  series  of  oaths,  and.  as  he 
uttered  them,  he  advanced  another  step  and  tl  e 
bottle  once  more  touched  the  man  who  barred 
his  way. 

The  poacher,  for  a  moment,  appeared  nonplussed 
at  such  passive  yet  successful  resistance.  Here 
was  a  man,  scarcely  more  than  half  his  own  weight, 
who  had  not  as  yet  condescended  to  raise  his 
hands  to  ward  off  the  threatened  blows.  It  was 
inexplicable  to  me,  until  I  noticed  the  self-satisfied 
gleam  in  the  eyes.  I  then  felt  that  there  was  no 
need  of  assistance,  the  bully  had  most  assuredly 
fallen  in  with  a  trained  boxer. 

After  this  slight  hesitation,  H  seized  the 

man  with  his  disengaged  hand,  and  fairly  forced 
him  round  out  of  his  way ;  in  doing  so  he  had  to 
partially  turn  himself,  and,  as  one  of  his  legs  was 
about  to  pass  over  the  other,  lo!  they  both  flew 
from  under  him,  and  he  was  sprawling  on  his  back.- 
Quick  as  lightning  No.  2  angler  seized  the  bottle, 
a  formidable  weapon,  and  as  he  huiled  it  into  the 
river  he  became  a  changed  man.  Dp  to  this  time 
he  had  been  dodging  round  and  round  the  com- 
batants with  a  bundle  of  rods,  in  such  a  manner 
as  left  a  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  he  fancied 
he  was  forming  a  ring,  or  was  merely  on  the  look 
out  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  charge  in  aid 
of  his  comrade.  Now,  he  had  dropped  the  rods, 
and  was  rubbing  his  hands  in  delightful  anticipation 
of  what  would  follow. 

In  an  instant  H  was  upon  his  legs  again, 

and  as  I  saw  his  ferocious,  bloodthirsty  look  I 
made  a  step  or  two  forward  in  my  fear  lest  he 
had  armed  him--elf,  from  his  pocket,  with  a  worse 
and  more  cowardly  weapon  than  a  bottle.  No. 
it  was  with  clenched  fist  that  he  made  an  attempt 
at  a  running  blow:  but  its  oncoming  had  been 
seen  by  the  intended  victim,  and  the  brute  s  im- 
petuosity was  utilised  to  bring  him  once  more 
violently  to  the  ground.  He  rose,  and  blmdly 
rushed  at.  and  closed  with,  h^s  man.  but  he  was 
soon  to  discover  that  he  could  not  strive  at  close 


quarters.  . 

Va'nly  he  attempted  to  thrust  his  antagonist 
to  arm's  length  with  his  left  that  be  might  strike 
with  his  right,  but  each  and  every  struggle  tended 
to  perfect  the  grip  of  his  lithesome  wrestling 
opponent.  The  angler  weighed  him  across  bis 
buttock  and  let  him  gently  back  upon  h  s  legs,  as 
I  have  seen  professional  wrestlers  do.    He  was 
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evidently  satisfied,  for  almost  instantly  H  was 

turning  a  somersault,  and,  as  he  came  down  on  his 
back  upon  the  ground  the  wrestler  fell  on  him 
with  a  dull,  squashy  thud,  that  plainly  said,  "it's 
all  over. 

As  I  made  a  slight  ckcuit  to  avoid  the  three  men 

1  saw  H  ,  lamb-like,  submitting  to  have  his 

poaching  pockets  rifled  of  the  barbel  and  jack 

The  poacher  did  not  meet  the  magistrates  over 
the  matter— "cherchez  la  femme."-  He  gave  up 
poachmg,  and  took  a  fancy  for  poultry,  and  was 
discovered  early  one  morning  by  an  inquisitive 
constable  with  a  full  sack.  On  being  questioned 
as  to  Its  contents,  he  said  it  was  firewood,  and 
on  an  inspection  being  made,  the  constable  was 
satisfied.  The  sack  was  shouldered  and  off  he 
walked,  and  clean  off  he  would  have  got  had 
not  one  of  the  ten  dead  ducks,  which  were  at  the 
bottom,  had  sufficient  life  to  give  an  unmistakable 
."quack,"  "quack.'! 

The  lady  could  not  save  him  this  time,  and  he 
h^d  to  go  into  retirement.  He  left  behind  him  in 
Wraysbury  a  wife  (a  much  respected  little  woman) 
and  young  family  whom  everyone  did  their  best 
to  befriend. 

The  shallow  round  the  high  bank  will  be  sure  to 
afford  sport  to  the  summer  chub-fisher  who  knows 
how  to  work.  I  have  taken  numbers  by  throwing 
m  a  handful  of  soaked  bread,  which,  on  reaching 
the  water,  will  break  up  and  swirl  round  in  the  little 
eddies  formed  by  the  sandy  clay-lumps  which  have 
fallen  from  the  bank.    The  bread  will  put  the  fish 

°u    ,^  ?  n  substantial  piece  which 

should  follow  on  the  hook. 

The  pollard  at  the  bottom,  which  is  growing  out 
a  httle  above  the  ordinary  level  of  the  river,  hangs 
over  a  capital  bank  swim.  Sfide  down  some  eight 
teet  and  you  will  be  landed  on  a  miniature  platform 
with  a  good  seat  formed  by  the  roots  of  the  tree  • 
there  is  just  sufficient  space  to  stow  your  lumber  • 
do  away  with  two  or  three  joints  of  your  long  rod' 
and  you  will  be  able  to  catch  fisb  of  all  kinds 
directly  under  your  feet.  Don't  be  in  a  hurry  to 
leave  this  spot;  sit  quietly,  smoke  a  pipe,  look  well 
about,  and,  tell  me,  did  you  ever  fish  a  snugger 
prettier  swim  in  all  your  life  ?  ' 

(To  be  continued}] 


WIRE  FOE  SEA  PATERNOSTEKS, 
ETC. 

Thboxtgh  the  courtesy  of  some  of  the  leading 
firms  of  tackle  makers,  who  sent  me  samples  of 
their  wires,  I  have  been  experimenting  with  this 
material  to  take  the  place  of  gut,  more  especially 
m  its  aspect  of  adaptability  for  rocky  and  weedV 
bottoms.  Here  in  Ilfracombe,  and,  indeed,  all  over 
our  West  Country  coasts,  it  is  bankruptcy  to  fish 
with  expensive  tackle,  as  one  is  so  contmually  beino' 

hung  up,"  on  either  rocks  or  weeds.    I  find,  on 
the  whole,  it  IS  more  often  the  hooks  which  catch 
m  either  the  tough  oarwood,  whose  stems  have  the 
consistency  of  thick  mdia-rubber,  or  in  the  coraUine 
growth  which  so  frequently  cover  the  rocks  a  little 
way  out  from  the  shore,  or  occasionally  the  hooks 
get  wedged  m  under  some  limpet  shell,  barnacle,  or 
other  mollusc.    Sometimes,  however,  the  sinker  gets 
foul  m  one  of  the  crevices  which  abound  in  the 
shaly  formation  of  the  Devonshire  coast,  or  a  crab 
or  rocklmg  drags  it  mto  some  hole.    So  that,  in 
either  case,  using  gut  casts  is  rumation,  as  the  gut 
18  not  so  strong  as  the  rod  Ime  (I  always  use  Carter's 
iiates   sea  Imes,  which  I  think  are  the  strongest 
made),  and   consequently  even  double  gut  wUl 
break  if   one  is  "  luing  up."     As  regards  the 
sinker,  it  is  advisable  to  tie  it  on  to  the  trace  with 
snoodmg,  which  is  weaker  than  the  rest  of  the  line 
80  that  if  It  gets  foul,  and  a  breakage  is  inevitable! 
the  snoodmg  snaps  and  you  only  lose  your  sinker 
wmch,  by  the  way,  on  this  coast  we  prefer  flat  m  shape 
iJetore  I  took  to  usmg  wire  traces  I  was  continually 
losmg  even  double  gut  casts.    Besides  the  question 
ot  bemg  hung  up,  you  may  chance  to  get  on  a  101b 
nsn,  tor  you  never  know  your  luck  sea  fishing,  and 
It  you  have  to  haul  up  a  fish  that  size  to  the  top  of 
tne  pier,  your  gear  must  be  as  strong  as  is  possible 
consistent  with  as  much  invisibility  as  you  can 
get.    bmce  usmg  wire  traces,  I  feel  much  more 
independent  and  confident.    I  use  treble,  double 
iLf         ^""^'^  g"*  hook  links,  so 

hZ.  get  foul  one  gets  off  with  the  loss  of  a 

A      SlJ^er  getting  foul  I  have  already 
explamed     The  wires  I  have  tried  are  AUcock's 
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Hercules  gimp,  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  twisted 
wire,  Hardy's  Punjab  wire,  and  Carter's  plaited 
German  silver  wire  Ime.    As  regards  wire  lines,  it 
would  be  somewhat  invidious  to  particularise,  since 
all  are  good,  and  thoroughly  answer  their  purpose 
for  sea  traces.    I  would  point  out  that  with  all 
these  lines,  although  some  are  non-rustable,  it  is  a 
good  precaution  to  rub  them  over  with  a  bit  of 
cotton  waste,  saturated  with  colza  oil  or  vaseline, 
after  using.     AUcock's  Hercules  gimp  (a  pity  to 
call  it  "  gimp,"  since  gimp  is  not  so  reliable,  and 
this  has  no  cotton  or  silk  core  to  it)  is  an  excellently- 
made  cable-laid  line,  composed  of  many  fine  strands 
of  phosphor  bronze  wire,  and  it  is   almost  as 
pliant  and  lissom  as  gut.  and  costs  about  one 
penny  per  foot.     One  of  the  finer  lines  has  a 
breaking  weight  of  121b.,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
I  found,  on  testing,  that  it  easily  supported  a  141b. 
weight,  and,  what  is  more,  attached  by  a  knot  to  tie 
it  to  the  weight,  which  knot  showed  no  signs  of 
breaking,  surely  an  important  thing,  as  any  kink  is, 
as  a  rule,  fatal  to  most  wires.    Hardy's  Punjab 
wire  is  also  in  several  sizes,  and  is  a  double  wire, 
beautifully  twisted,  silver-plated,  and  subsequently 
darkened  ;  it  is  also  pliant  and  very  strong,  and 
very  invisible.    The  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  wire 
is  also  wonderfully  evenly  twisted,  and  though  not 
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necessary,  in  a  boat  they  may  be  with  a  drifting 
line,  but  not  for  shore  fishing.  ^  The  following  form 
ot  wire  paternoster  seems  to  answer.    Take  Ijyd. 
of  wire,  at  each  end  whip  a  loop  with  strong  waxed 
tying  silk,  and  dress  this  whipping  with  Brunswick 
black,  which  resists  salt  water  well.    At  intervals 
along  the  trace  whip  on  loops  of  the  same  wire,  or 
very  strong  gut,  and  varnish  as  before.    Two  loops 
may  be  sufficient,  and  three  are  certainly  all  that 
are  needed.    Most  fish  feed  at  the  bottom,  and  it 
IS  as  a  rule  on  the  two  bottom  hooks  that  you  take 
your  fish,  except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  pollack, 
towards  evening.    However,  if  you  have  herring, 
mussel,  and  lugworm,  you  can  bait  your  three- 
hooked  paternoster  with  these  baits,  startmg  with 
the  herrmg  above  and  ending  with  the  lugworm, 
which  a  codling  or  flatfish  may  take.    Another  form 
of  hook  attachment  I  have  tried  with  success  la 
to  whip  on  a  piece  of  gut  or  wire  about  an  inch  long, 
at  each  of  its  ends  leaving  the  centre  open,  and 
between  these  whippings  attach  your  hook.  It 
cannot  slip  up  or  down  the  trace  owing  to  the  piece 
of  gut  or  wire.    Either  of  these  hook  attachments 
answer,  because  the  main  line  has  no  chance  of 
kinking,  the  pull  being  on  the  loops  and  not  on  the 
wire  itself,  and  the  mam  trace  runs  straight  up  and 
down  without  any  bend  or  kmk,  as  would  be  the 
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Two  Forms  of  Hook  Attachments  fob  Wire  Paternostebs. 


so  pliant  as  the  two  former,  is  very  strong  and  shows 
no  sign  of  kmking.    It  is  cheap,"  too,  being  but  2d 
a  yard,  which  is,  of  course,  cheaper  than  double  gut 
ihis  wire,  and  also  AUcock's,  is  supplied  by  the  yard, 
as  well  as  m  the  made-up  paternoster  with  swivels 
whereas  you  can  only  buy  Hardy's  in  ready  made-up 
paternosters,  and  cannot  buy  it  in  the  piece.  There- 
fore, if  you  make  your  own  tackle,  this  is  an  advan- 
tage.   Carter's  German  silver  plaited  wire,  also  sold 
at  a  very  low  figure,  namely,  Ud.  the  yard,  taking 
htty  yards  or  more,  is  probably  intended  as  a  reel 
Ime,  but  the  finer  kmds  are  excellent  for  sea  traces 
since  they  are  very  powerful,  and  do  not  corrode, 
ihese  wires  are  made  m  varying  sizes  and  stren<yths 
the  finest  bemg  admirable  for  mullet  fishing  ii^"  the 
clear  waters  of  the  autumn,  the  pale  green  water  of 
the  Devonshue  and  Cornish  coasts,    the  larger  sizes 
are  more  suitable  for  winter  fishing,  when  large 
pollack,  cod,  and  conger  may  be  expected,  and 
when  the  thickness  of  the  water  makes  fineness  of 
Ime  not  so  important.    It  is  much  more  inexpensive 
to  make  one's  own  paternosters,  and  on  our  rocky 
Devonshu'e  coast  even  with  wire  traces  one  may 
from  time  to  time  lose  one,  so  that  a  beautiful  trace 
with  swivels  at  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  doesn't  look  so  beautiful 
when  reposmg  forty  yards  off  hitched  to  a  rock  and 
wholly  unattached  to  its  late  owner  !    Besides,  for 
rock  and  pier  fishing,  I  do  not  consider  swivels  very 


case  if  the  loops  were  made  in  the  trace  itself.  I 
find,  however,  that  ui  AUcock's  Hercules  gimp  you 
can  tie  your  loops  without  fear  of  kinking,  but 
though  this  is  a  strong  advantage,  it  is  not  quite 
so  invisible  as  the  others,  but  this  is  a  detail,  the 
difference  being  so  slight.  Take  it  all  round,  there 
is  not  much  to  choose  between  these  wire  lines. 

The  trace  finished,  the  hooks  (Limerick.  Bates. 
Minchin,  and  Ball  eyed-hooks  are  all  good)  should  be 
put  on  ganged  to  single  or  double  gut,  as  may  be 
needful,  regarding  the  state  of  the  water  and  size  of 
fish  expected  ;  and  the  paternoster  finished  I  will 
almost  guarantee  that  you  will  in  future  discard 
the  use  of  gut  traces  altogether.  If  you  like  to 
make  your  paternoster  still  more  invisible  and 
mcorrodible,  paint  it  twice  over  with  pale  olive 
green  enamel  pamt  (Id.  the  tin).  Above  all,  don't 
forget  to  oil  or  vaselme  it  after  use,  and  if  you 
don't  get  a  basketful  of  fish— well,  it  won't  be  "the 
tackle  maker's  fault !         R.  Wabken  Veenon. 

The  "  Harmsworth  Encyclopaedia."  to  be  issued 
m  fortnightly  parts  from  March  21,  is  likely  t> 
prove  very  popular.  The  work  has  been  prepared 
and  printed  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons, 
publishers.  Hundreds  of  specialists  have  been  en- 
gaged as  contributors.  The  cost  of  each  part  will 
be  but  sevenpence,  exactly  one  halfpenny  per  day. 
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HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIEECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 


(Continued  from  page  165.) 

CHAPTER  VI. 
IIackles,  Jointed  Bodies,  and  Geubs. 
How  to  double  hackles.    Before  being  tied  in, 
cock's  hackles,  whether  dyed  or  natural,  should  be 
what  is  called  "  doubled."    The  illustration  shows 


the  left  hand,  as  shown,  leaving  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  free.  The  second  pair  of  pliers,  grasping 
the  point  of  the  hackle,  is  held  in  the  right  hand ; 
in  this  case  the  best  or  out  side  of  the  hackle  is 
uppermost. 

To  double  the  fibres,  press  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  down  on  to  the  feather, 
against  the  grain  of  the  fibres.  With  large  feathers 
there  is  no  need  to  use  the  pliers,  as  the  butt  can 
be  held  in  the  first  joint  of  the  middle  or  third 
finger,  and  the  point  can  be  held  between  the 
forefinger  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand.  If  you 
want  to  double  such  feathers  as  the  tippet  feathers 


Fig.  40. 

the  same  hackle  before  and  after  being  doubled 
The  object  of  shaping  the  feather  so,  is  to  enable 
you  to  roll  it  down  the  body  with  all  the  fibres 
pointing  towards  the  tail.  If  the  feather  were  not 
doubled,  you  could  not  wind  it  properly.  The  old 
way  of  putting  on  the  hackle  was  to  strip  ofi  one 
side  entirely  of  two  hackles,  and  roll  them  both 
together;  this  is  done  now  with  feathers  which 
have  curved  fibres,  and  when  two  different  coloured 
hackles  are  required  up  the  body.  There  are 
several  ways  of  doubling  hackles.    The  first,  and 


Fig.  41. 

perhaps  the  easiest,  is  to  hold  the  feather  (previously 
stripped  of  fluff)  as  shown  in  the  illustration.  The 
wrong,  or  under  side  of  the  feather  must  be 
upwards.  After  getting  the  feather  into  the  position 
shown,  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  right 
hand  draw  the  fibres  upwards,  and  towards  the 
root  of  the  feather,  or,  in  other  words,  against 
the  grain  of  the  fibres,  which  is  the  secret  of 
success.  In  the  illustration  this  has  already  been 
done,  leaving  the  fibres  in  the  doubled  position.  If 
you  prefer  it,  the  root  end  of  the  feather  can  be 


Fig.  42. 

held  in  the  nippers,  and  the  point  between  the 
forefinger  and  thumb.  The  second  method,  not  so 
easy  at  first,  is  to  hold  one  pair  of  nippers,  which 
grasp  the  root  end  of  the  hackle,  in  the  palm  of 


Winding  on  and  fastening  off  hackles. — After  the 
body  and  ribbing  have  been  finished,  the  hackle 
must  be  wound  on.  So  fix  the  pliers  to  the  root 
end,  and  wind  the  hackle  down,  close  up  to,  and 
immediately  behind  the  ribbing,  twisting  the 
hackle,  if  necessary,  to  make  the  fibres  point 
towards  the  tail.  Hackles  must  always  be  wound, 
tightly,  otherwise  they  will  soon  lose  their  position 
close  behind  the  tinsel,  and  spoil  the  play  of  the 
fly  in  the  water. 

When  you  come  to  the  end  of  the  ribbing,  wind 
the  hackle  at  right  angles  to  the  hook,  covering 
and  concealing  the  tying  silk  underneath.  Each 
coil  of  the  hackle  should  be  close  against  the  last, 
but  never  overlapping  it,  or  the  fibres  of  the  last 
turn  would  be  tied  down,  and  prevented  from 
playing  ;  press  back  each  coil  against  the  last  with 
the  nails  of  the  forefinger  and  thumb. 

All  hackles  should  be  fastened  off  under  the 
hook.  The  figure  shows  how  to  ensure  your  doing 
so.  Wind  two  turns  of  the  tying  silk  over,  pull 
the  hackle  hard,  press  the  last  coil  well  back  against 
the  others,  cut  off  the  end  close,  and  take  one  more 
turn.    The  scissors  should  be  held  along  the  shaft 


Fig.  43. 

of  the  golden  pheasant,  wet  them  first.  The  fibres 
bend  more  readily  then. 

How  to  strip  hackles.— Some  feathers  used  aE 
hackles  have  a  very  thick  rib  or  stem,  which,  if 
wound  on,  would  not  only  stand  out,  but  would 
spoil  the  play  of  the  fiy ;  so  this  rib  must  be  got 
rid  of.  The  barred  feather  from  the  wing  of  the 
English  jay  is  the  best  example.  You  can  either 
strip  off  the  quill  from  the  point,  downwards,  or 
cut  it  off.  I  prefer  the  latter  way,  as,  unless  the 
feathers  are  pretty  fresh,  nuie  times  out  of  ten 
you  lose  half  the  fibres  with  the  first  method,  as 
the  stem  near  the  point  is  so  thin.    The  following 


Fig.  44. 


is  the  best  way  to  cut  it  off.  After  stripping  off 
the  black  fibres  on  one  side,  hold  the  feather 
by  the  point,  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb 
of  the  left  hand,  the  wrong  side  uppermost,  and 
with  a  pair  of  scissors  cut  horizontally  from  the 
butt  to  as  near  the  point  as  possible  (taking  care, 
though,  not  to  cut  right  through  the  rib),  takmg 
off  as  much  of  the  rib  as  you  can.  Now,  lay 
the  feather  down  on  its  back,  and,  with  the  pomt 
of  a  knife,  scrape  away  the  pith  very  gradually  ; 
if  this  is  carefully  done,  nothing  but  the  quill  will 
be  left  except  of  course  near  the  point.  If  the 
quiU  towards  the  butt  end  is  too  broad,  a  httle 
can  easily  be  cut  off  with  the  scissors  or  kmfe. 


Fig.  45. 

in  cutting  off  the  stump,  so  as  to  taper  it  slightly. 
In  the  illustration  the  shaft  of  the  hackle  is  pulled 
a  little  more  to  the  right  than  it  should  be,  but 
this  was  done  to  show  the  position  more  clearly. 
If  the  hackle  is  not  long  enough  to  go  further  than 
the  tinsel,  it  should  be  fastened  off  there  under  the 
hook,  and  another  one,  previously  doubled,  tied  in 
with  two  turns  of  silk,  as  shown.  The  end  should 
then  be  cut  off  close,  and  the  hackle  wound  on 
and  finished  off  as  before.  This,  also,  is  the 
method  adopted  for  tying  in  hackles  at  the  shoulder 
when  there  is  none  down  the  body.  You  can  tie 
in  as  many  hackles  as  you  want  in  the  same  way. 
As  I  said'in  the  last  chapter,  the  last  turn  of  the 
last  hackle  should  come  to  the  spot  where  the 
wings  are  to  be  tied  in.  This  will  depend  upon  the 
size  of  the  fly.  The  distance  shown  in  the  illustra- 
tion is  about  right  for  that  size  of  fly.  On  a  hook 
with  gut  loop  the  hackle  should  reach  to  the  end 
of  the  lapping  of  sUk  which  ties  on  the  gut  loop. 

Before  tying  in  thick  stemmed  hackles,  soak  them 
in  warm  water ;  they  then  wind  more  easily,  and 
are  not  so  liable  to  split.  With  very  fine  fibred 
feathers,  such  as  toucans,  tie  in  two  or  three  of  the 
same  size  together,  and  wind  them  on  together. 
(To  be  continued.) 


A  LAST  CAST  FOE  THE 
GEAYLING. 

On  a  certain  February  morning  a  small  but  merry 
party  of  fly-fishers  assembled  in  a  trim  thatched 
Hampshire  cottage  intent  on  a  final  joust  with  the 
gi-aylmg  of  the  Itchen.  The  wiiter  was  one  of  the 
company.  The  latter's  visit,  however,  was  some- 
what unduly  belated  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
schemes  of  the  more  frequent  visitors  to  the  fishery 
in  the  dhection  of  slaymg  grayling  had,  for  months 
past,  gone  very  much  agley,  and  also  to  his  natural 
desire  to  await  a  favourable  opportunity  before 
parting  with  the  valued  card  of  entry  mth  which  he 
had  been  furnished.  It  was  hardly  calculated  to 
render  one  elated  with  the  day's  prospects  to  learn 
from  a  cheery  sportsman,  who  affectionately  dubbed: 
the  grayling  "  timmies,"  that  no  season  ^dthin  his 
recollection  had  been  so  utterly  bad  and  imre- 
munerative  as  that  which  was  rapidly  drawing  to 
a  close.  Yet  one  remembered  something  about 
hope  springing  eternal  in  the  human  breast,  and  so 
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the  usual  preparations  were  made  for  what  the  Fates 
might  be  pleased  to  have  in  store  in  connection 
■with  the  premeditated  assault  upon  the  object  of 
attention.  An  occasional  glimpse  was  spared  the 
while  to  admire  the  patches  of  nodding  snowdrops, 
the  clusters  of  sweet-smelling  violets,  the  promis- 
cuous wallflowers  just  beginning  to  open,  and  the 
big  clumps  of  daffodils  soon  to  show  a  wealth  of 
rich  golden  blossom. 

The  brethren  were  all  delightfully  eclectic  within 
the  canonical  hmits  of  artificial  fly-fishmg.  No 
qualms  of  conscience  had  they  if  the  necessities 
required  the  fishmg  of  a  wet  or  semi -submerged 
lure,  although  there  was  naturally  a  consensus  of 
opmion  favouring  the  floating  fly,  if  and  when  the 
grayling  should  happily  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
rise.  Each  individual  selected  a  different  pattern 
of  hackled  fly  for  a  commencement,  tagged  examples, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  predominating.  As 
far  as  the  outlook  for  sport  went,  there  was  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  grow  enthusiastic  about.  A  good 
moiety  of  the  water  was  unfishable  by  reason  of 
the  hatches  in  the  centre  of  the  preserve  having 
been  shut  down  to  almost  the  last  inch  to  facflitate 
the  work  of  repairing  other  hatches  at  the  bottom 
of  the  stretch,  the  stream  being  diverted  into  a 
broad  carrier  which  ran  parallel  with  the  main 
river.  Again,  the  supply  of  grayling  was  said  to  be 
short,  a  great  exodus  having  apparently  taken 
place  during  the  floods  of  last  year.  The  mercury, 
too,  had  fallen  with  great  rapidity  in  the  night, 
betokening  either  wind  or  rain.  As  it  happened  in 
the  battle  between  JEolus  and  Jupiter  Pluvius,  the 
former  came  out  an  easy  first,  for  a  hard  gale  blew 
from  nine  in  the  morning  until  4.30  in  the  afternoon. 
One  needed  to  be  a  veritable  Hercules  in  dodges 
and  artifices  to  induce  the  grayling  to  take  in  the 
troubled  water  which  prevailed,  or  even  to  get  a  fly 
out  in  the  more  exposed  portions  of  the  river. 
Indeed  the  humorous  member  of  the  party  firmly 
announced  his  intention,  if  he  should  survive  the 
day,  of  following  the  advice  tendered  by  Mrs.  Crupp 
to  David  Copperfield  and  going  in  for  skittles  in 
lieu  of  wasting  his  energies  and  spoiling  his  temper 
in  wooing  Dora  in  the  shape  of  Thymallus. 

It  surprised  no  one,  when  the  hour  for  lunch 
came  roxmd,  to  find  that  only  a  few  brace  of  trout 
had  been  landed,  these  latter  having  risen  con- 
fidently to  the  Red  Quill  and  Dark  Olive,  a  hatch 
of  the  latter  having  occurred  at  midday.  To 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  grayling  to  accept  a  fly 
seemed  about  as  unprofitable  an  occupation  as  that 
of  a  cat  trying  to  catch  its  own  tail.  The  "  occa- 
sional day "  hoped  for  when  the  grayling  are 
afflicted  with  midsummer  madness  and  afford  grand 
sport  appeared  to  be  as  far  off  as  ever.  The  wind 
blowing,  as  it  did,  obliquely  down  stream  made  both 
wet  and  dry  fly-fishing  not  altogether  easy  of 
achievement.  Where  the  grayling  were  known  to 
be,  the  fly  found  a  resting  place  everjrp/here  but 
where  it  was  intended  it  should  lie.  The  Olives 
were  blown  into  quite  shallow  corners  where  only 
trout — and  those  small  ones — coifld  feast  upon 
them,  and  the  few  midstream  rises,  instead  of  pro- 
ceeding from  the  much-wished-for  grayling,  proved 
on  close  inspection  to  emanate  from  their  more 
popular  relatives.  It  was  all  very  well  to  try  and 
comfort  oneself  with  the  encouraging  words  the 
bells  seemed  to  convey  to  Toby  Beck — "  to  keep  a 
good  heart."  A  Neptune  was  wanted  to  unrufHe 
the  mimic  waves.  When  trout  after  trout  annexed 
the  No.  0  Red  Quill  and  not  a  grayling  showed 
signs  of  feeding,  the  angler's  disgust  was  intensified. 
He  had  neither  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  patience 
nor  an  absolute  command  of  temper,  and  his  Ul 
luck  made  him  look  almost  as  morosely  iniquitous 
as  the  villain  of  melodrama.  The  time  sped  by 
and  stiU  the  grayling  sulked  in  their  holes.  How 
to  placate  them  was  past  knowledge.  Yet  the 
ardent  studier  of  their  whims  and  fancies  did  not 
lose  heart  altogether.  The  fish  are  always  so  un- 
certain in  their  doings,  that  there  was  a  remote 
chance  that  if  only  the  wind  would  drop  they 
might,  before  darkness  came  on,  make  a  late  and 
hasty  meal.  Fortimate  it  was  that  at  half-past 
four  the  wind  fell,  and  contemporaneously  with  this 
welcome  change,  a  few  grayling  inhalDiting  the 
straight  piece  above  the  middle  hatches  dimpled 
the  surface  of  the  water.  The  rise  of  fly  had  long 
since  finished,  but  a  pattern  of  the  spent  Olive 
brought  up  a  couple  of  fish,  though  no  lasting  con- 
nection was  formed  between  them  and  the  angler. 
Something,  at  any  rate,  had  been  accomplished, 
which  was  comforting.  Dark  and  Medium  Olives 
were  vainly  offered,  but  upon  harking  back  to  the  J 
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well-tried  favourite  Red  Quill  a  brace  and  a  half 
of  fish  big  enough  for  the  basket  were  taken  m 
rapid  succession.  Then  the  Red  Quill  no  longer 
charmed,  and  the  heroine  of  many  a  grand  day's 
sport— the  Gold  Witch— was  brought  forth  from 
the  box  and  put  up  as  a  last  resource.  A  persistent 
riser  just  below  a  patch  of  broken  water  took  the 
Witch  at  the  second  attempt,  but  a  too  vigorous 
response  caused  the  loss  of  fish,  fly,  and  point.  A 
fresh  link  of  gut  and  a  new  fly  were  rather  hastUy 
substituted,  and  after  half  a  dozen  casts  over  a 
steady  riser  the  best  grayling  of  the  day  was  killed 
—a  plump  fish  of  nearly  U\h.  Another  fish  was 
confidently  tackled,  with  the  result  that  it  was  duly 
hooked,  but  was  lost  ere  it  could  be  netted  owing 
to  the  hold  giving  way.  Then  all  was  quiet  again. 
As  far  as  the  eye  could  see  there  were  no  signs  of 
feeding  fish,  and  the  day's  sport  was  done.  All 
that  remained  was  to  return  to  the  cottage  in  the 
hope  of  being  in  the  happy  position  of  congratulating 
the  rest  of  the  company  on  success  similar  to  that 
the  chronicler  had  enjoyed.  But  the  whole  party 
had  only  killed  a  solitary  grayling  between  them, 
their  sport,  save  with  unretainable  trout,  having 
been  profoimdly  dispiriting.  Yet,  notwithstanding, 
they  had  had  a  pleasant  time — one  with  the  birds, 
a  second  in  obtaining  examples  of  the  Olives  which 
had  been  hatched  out  during  the  day,  and  a  third 
in,  as  he  jocularly  remarked,  labelling  a  few  brace 
of  two-poimd  trout  in  view  of  the  opening  day. 

There  was  naturally  some  disappointment  at  the 
blank  too  many  had  drawn  with  the  object  of  their 
quest,  but  all  feeling  of  vexation  quickly  melted 
into  thin  air  and  good  humoiu-  reasserted  itself. 
All  the  same,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  im- 
successful  ones  were  not  right  glad  in  their  hearts 
that  they  had  finished  with  the  implacable  grayling 
for  the  season  of  1904-1905,  and  could  now  look 
forward  with  perfect  equanimity  and  joyous  antici- 
pation to  the  trout's  coming  in  May's  merry  month. 

The  Chiel. 


EAINBOWS  DO  WELL  IN  NEW 
SOUTH  WALES. 


Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  writes : — 

"  This  cutting  is  from  the  Sydney  Herald  of  Feb.  4. 
My  son,  who  is  in  New  South  Wales,  sent  it 
me ;  and  as  you  have  a  good  opinion  of  rainbow 
trout  as  sport-giving  fish,  I  thought  it  might 
interest  you.  These  Salmo  iridms  were  introduced 
to  New  South  Wales  from  England.  My  son  says 
that  specimens  up  to  71b.  and  81b.  weight  have  been 
caught  in  New  South  Wales  waters. 

"  I  shall  send  you  my  usual  annual  report  of  big 
fish  caught  during  the  past  season  at  the  end  of 
this  week. '2 

Here  is  the  account:  — 

"  Trout  in  the  Yarrangohilly. — In  a  recent  series 
of  articles  in  the  Herald  on  trout  fishing  in  the 
southern  districts,  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
Yarrangohilly  River,  which  flows  past  the  Yarran- 
gobiUy  Caves,  was  the  third  best  trout  river  in  the 
State.  The  fish  at  the  time  of  our  special  corre- 
spondent's visit  were  plentiful,  and  easy  victims  to 
both  expert  and  inexpert  anglers.  Word  has  just 
been  received  from  Mr.  Walter  Hoad,  of  the  Caves 
House,  that  the  trout  flshing  has  been  very  good 
lately.  He  states  that  since  December  last  hundreds 
of  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  river,  and  that 
some  exceptionally  fine  catches  have  been  recorded 
during  the  last  few  days.  On  Jan.  28  Messrs. 
Campbell  and  Deane  caught  thirty-seven  rainbow 
trout  up  to  21b.  weight ;  and  Dr.  Mason,  of  Tumut, 
and  another  angler  took  twenty-one  on  the  same 
day  up  to  IJlb.  weight.  On  Jan.  29  Messrs.  G. 
Sutton  and  J.  Withers  caught  forty-three  up  to 
2|lb.  weight,  and  Mr.  G.  Day  and  another  angler 
twenty-three  during  three  hours'  fishing.  Mt.  Hoad 
also  reports  that  two  Melbourne  visitors  who  fished 
at  Dalgety  without  success  recently  tried  the  fishuig 
in  the  Yarrangohilly  during  one  afternoon,  and 
secured  fourteen  fish.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Snowy  River  was  mentioned  in  these  columns 
as  the  best  trout  water  in  the  State,  and  the 
Goodradigbee  the  second  best.  The  catches  at 
YarrangobUly  numerically  exceed  those  at  the 
other  two  rivers,  but  larger  fish  are  secured  in  its 
two  great  rivals,  which  have  been  stocked  for  a 
longer  period.',' 
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THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOKTH. 

The  welcome  spates  have  come  at  last,  and  aro 
general  all  over  the  country.  From  Maidenkirk  to 
John  o'Groat's  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been  in 
high  flood,  and  the  long,  long  spell  of  drought  and 
over-night  frosts  broken  at  last.  Anglers  who  have 
gone  south  in  disgust  and  disappointment  have 
been  wired  to  return,  and  are  arriving  with  every 
mail.  The  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  anglers  are 
also  m  high  glee,  for  as  yet  they  have  had  little  or 
no  season,  and  with  the  continuance  of  small,  clear 
waters  the  look-out  was  gloomy  in  the  extreme. 

There  is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  middle  and 
upper  pools  of  the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  and  such- 
like rivers,  thanks  to  the  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
floods.  These  will  now  get  refreshed,  shifted,  and 
moved  mto  fresh  quarters,  where  there  will  bo 
abundant  chances  for  the  angler.  Those  on  the 
lower  reaches,  however,  are  not  so  lucky.  There 
has  been  a  decided  slump  in  the  salmon  supply, 
and  meantime  they  are  not  on  the  coast  to  take 
advantage  of  the  sprmg  floods  to  run  up  just  yet. 
The  effects  of  a  ground-swell  usually  last  some 
three  weeks,  and  so  anglers  on  the  lower  reaches 
need  not  look  for  a  heavy  run  of  fish  till  the  end  of 
the  month.  If  they  come  all  the  sooner  so  much 
the  better. 

As  an  instance  of  the  slump  in  the  salmon  supply, 
the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners,  who  own 
about  £40,000  worth  of  nets,  are  some  £728  behmd 
what  their  returns  were  for  the  same  period  last  year 
—which  was  a  fair  average.  Nor  have  other  places 
shown  up  anything  better.  One  day  last  week  the 
combined  efforts  of  fifteen  fishermen  working 
throughout  a  whole  morning's  tide  resulted  m 
securing  only  one  small  fish  of  4ilb.  At  first  we 
took  it  for  a  grilse,  but  on  looking  again  it  proved 
a  small  salmon— indeed,  about  the  smallest  seen 
this  season  on  the  Aberdeen  fish-market  slabs; 
Alongside  of  it  was  a  fish  of  351b.  got  at  one  of  the 
river  stations.    It  was  a  case  of  extremes  meeting. 

As  a  rule  the  quality  of  the  season's  salmon  has 
been  excellent,  and  the  weights  highly  satisfactory. 
Hitherto  little  continuous  sport  has  been  got  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Spey— not  for  the 
want  of  fish  but  for  the  lack  of  water.  Now  there 
will  be  plenty  and  to  spare  for  the  Eastertide 
holidays  at  least,  although  the  prospect  of  average 
waters  throughout  the  spring  and  summer  is  by 
no  means  well  assured.  The  springs  have  been 
literally  dried  up  and  the  fountains  exhausted, 
while  the  accumulations  of  the  winter's  snows  have 
not  been  over  abundant.  But  sufficient  rains  and 
snows  have  been  vouchsafed  in  the  meantime  to 
make  angling  hum,  and  that  is  indeed  something  to 
be  thankful  for. 

Small  flies  will  now  be  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
Gordon  is  the  Dee  favourite,  along  with  the  Jock 
Scott  and  Mar  Lodge,  which  are  favourites  all  over. 
Inch-and-half  and  inch-and-three-quarters  will  now 
take  the  place  of  the  two  and  two-and-a-half  inch 
irons  so  common  this  season  on  account  of  the  very 
low  temperature  of  the  water.  The  gudgeon  is 
having  a  look  in  just  now  with  the  flooded  state  of 
the  river,  but  hitherto  the  phantom  has  been  the 
most  successful  spinning  bait. 

The  finnock  and  sea-trout  season  has  at  last  got 
the  needed  impulse.  There  is  an  unusual  run  of 
fiimock  and  small  sea-trout  into  the  east  coast 
streams  this  season.  They  have  been  particularly 
strong  in  the  Ythan,  the  queen  of  sea- trout  streams, 
and  the  baskets  made  by  worming  have  been  so 
heavy  that  this  fatal  lure  has  been  tabooed,  and 
nothmg  but  fly  or  Devon  permitted.  The  earth- 
worm is  a  favourite  morsel  with  the  fresh  run  sea- 
trout,  as  well  as  the  kelt,  and  from  a  sporting 
point  of  view  the  prohibition  of  the  worm  is  to  be 
highly  commended.  The  favourite  flies  on  the 
tidals  for  sea-trout  are  the  March  Brown,  Hare's 
Ear,  February  Red,  Red  Spider,  Lord  Salto'un,  Red 
Quill,  and  Alexandra.  For  brown  trout,  which  are 
now  coming  fast  into  condition  on  the  earlier  reaches 
of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Findhom,  etc..  the  same  flies 
work,  but  of  smaller  sizes,  along  with  the  Bumbee, 
Professor  (wasp),  Greenwell's  Glory,  etc.  The  brown 
trout  season  promises  exceedingly  well,  all  through 
Easter  at  least.  n  ivr 


Trade  advertismg  is  the  one  form  of  publicity 
approved  of  by  every  conservative  interest  It 
directs  business  in  the  right  channels,  promotes 
extended  trade  relations,  solidifies  credits,  and  last 
but  not  least,  affords  an  introduction  to  the  fra- 
ternity which  can  be  availed  of  bv  all. 
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March  18,  1905 


THE  NATIONAL  MOTOE  BOAT 
AND  SPOKTSMAN'S  SHOW. 


(Continued  from  page  167.) 
Friday  Evening,  Feb.  24,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  6.— Light  Trout  Fly  Rod  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz. 
For  allowances  see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to  those 
who  have  never  cast  more  than  60ft.  in  any  similar 
contest  in  either  club  or  open  tournament  with  a 
rod  of  5oz.  or  less. 

Judges  .•— Miltnn  H.  Smith,  W.  D.  Cloyes, 

Be/eree  : — J.  H.  Cruickshank. 

King  Smith,  5Joz.  rod  with  solid  reel-seat,  77ft.  ; 
Harold  DeRaasIoff,  5Joz.  rod  with  solid  reel-seat, 
61ft.  4in. ;  Will  K.  Park,  Hoz.  rod,  57ft.  6in. ;  H. 
G.  Henderson,  jun.,  5Joz.  rod  with  solid  reel-seat, 
55ft. ;  Charles  Stepath,  4|oz.  rod,  50ft.  7in. 

Saturday  Ai-ternoon,  Feb.  25,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  7.  —  Single-Handed  Bait-Casting 
Contest  for  Distance  and  Accuracy.  Open  to  all. 
Excepting  those  who  have  cast  more  than  100ft. 
with  a  |oz.  lure  in  either  club  or  open  tournament. 
Five  casts  shall  be  made  for  distance  with  a  Joz. 
rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Ten  casts  shall  be  made  for  accuracy,  five  at  each 
of  two  buoys — 60ft.  and  70ft.  distant  from  casting 
point.  These  casts  to ,  be  made  with  Joz.  rubber 
frog,  and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the 
frog  falls  frora-the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits,  divided 
by  10,  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent.  For  distance  five  casts  shall 
be  made,  and  tbe  average  added  to  the  percentage 
of  accuracy  shall  constitute  the  score.  Highest  wins. 
No  limit  as  to  rod,  line,  or  method  of  costing,  but 
all  casts  must  be  made  from  a  free-running  reel. 
Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the 
tank  the  cast  shall  count,  but  will  not  be  scored. 
Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at 
each  buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before 
casting  to  scora. 

Judges  :■ — Lody  Smith,  H.  G.  Henderson. 

Referee  : — H.  B.  Leakier. 
L.  S.  Darling:  distance,  97ft.,  82ft.,  87ft.,  92ft., 

43ft.  ;  average,  80^ft. ;  accuracy,  8,  1,  2,  3,  3,  8, 

0,  2,  37,  2  ;  average,  92-40;  total,  172-60  percent. 
C.  R.  Woodward:  distance,  84ft.,  75ft.,  58ft.,  53ft., 

73ft. ;  average,  68|ft. ;  accuracy,  4,  4,  3,  6,  4,  1, 

10,  9,  2,  9  ;  average,  91  ;  total,  159-60. 
Charles  Stepath:  distance,  50ft.,  63ft.,  37ft.,  74ft. ; 

average,  44|ft. ;  accuracy,  5,  4,  4,  0,  0,  5,  1,  6, 

10,  8;  average,  95-70;  total,  140-10. 

C.  M.  Lucky,  129-40;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  112-90; 
C.  C.  Ingraham,  100-00  ;  C.  G.  Levison,  M.  H.  Smith, 
Harold  DeRaasloff,  and  Perry  D.  Frazer  withd.ew. 

All  rods  were  5ift.  or  6ft.  long,  except  Frazer's, 
which  is  6|ft.,  split-cane.  Lucky  and  Frazer  u-ed 
"  Meisselbach  "  reels ;  Levison,  a  "  Talbot "  ;  Darling 
and  Abercrombie,  "Redifor"  reels;  DeRaa'iloff 
and  Stepath,  "  Intrinsic  "  reels;  Woodward,  "  Reok 
and  Snyder  "  reel  on  a  "  Bristol  "  steel  rod  of  6ft. 

Saturday  Evening,  Feb.  25,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  8. — Switch  Trout  Fly-Casting  Con- 
test. Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Weight  of  rod 
and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  An  obstacle 
will  be  placed  15ft.  hack  of  the  contestant. 

Judges  : — H.  G.  Henderson,  Lody  Smith. 

Referee : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

Reuben  Leonard,  88ft. :  L.  S.  Darling,  83ft.  9in. ; 
Hiram  Hawes,  83ft.  ;  E.  J.  Mills,  75ft.  6in. 

Reuben  Leonard  is  the  maker  of  "  Leonard  "  split 
bamboo  rods,  and  Mr.  Hawes  a  fellow  townsmen 
of  Central  Valley,  N.Y.  Both  fell  below  former 
records  in  casting,  while  Eddie  Mills  did  not  make 
the  showing  expected  of  him. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Feb.  27,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  9. — Light  Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  moie  than 
5oz.  For  allowances  see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to 
thope  who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any 
similar  contest  in  either  club  or  open  tournament 
with  a  rod  weighing  5oz.  or  less. 

Judges  : — Chancellor  G.  Levison,  Edw.  Boote. 

Referee  :■ — ^R.  H.  Klotz. 

R.  F.  Cruickshank,  81ft.  6in. ;  H.  G.  Henderson, 
jun.,  67ft.  6in. ;  W.  H.  Hammett,  67ft.;  Harold 
DeRaasloff,  57ft. 

In  practice  to-day  C.  G.  Levison  cast  119ft., 
116ft.,  and  104ft.,  with  ^oz.  frog,  followed 
by  a  cast  that  was  far  beyond  the  tank.  W.  D. 
Cloyes,  trying  an  Ame.iaan  pivot  bearing  re?l,  cast 
95ft.,  105t't.,  and  llOft.,  under  similar  conditions. 
Both  usad  5^f  t.  rods,  and  lines  as  thin  as  the  No.  53 
Natchaug.  Mr.  Levison's  line  was  specif^lly  male 
for  the  work  by  E.  J.  Martin's  Sons,  of  Rockville, 
Conn.  It  was  used  on  a  Talbot  aluminum  reel, 
and  a  split  bamboo  rod  made,  I  believe,  by  Paine. 


Monday  Evening,  Feb.  27,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  1 0.— Light  Rod  Trout  Fly-Ca=ting  Con- 
test. Distance  only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more 
than  4oz.  For  allowances  see  Rule  16.  Open  only 
to  those  who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any 
similar  club  or  open  tournament  contest  with  a  rod 
weighing  4oz.  or  less.    Length  of  leader  imrestrieted. 

Judges  : — Chancellor  G.  Levison,  Milton  H.  Smith. 

Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

W.  H.  Cruickshank,  73ft. ;  W.  H.  Hammett,  71ft. ; 
H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.,  65ft.  6in. ;  Harold  DeRaas- 
loff. 64ft. 

Messrs.  Hammett  and  Cruickshank  used  4|oz. 
rods,  Henderson  and  DeRaasloff  4|oz.  rods,  all 
fitted  with  metal  reel -seats. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  Feb.  28,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  1 1.— Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest.  For- 
ward obstacle.  Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  A 
horizontal  bar  or  tape  supported  by  two  upright 
posts,  one  on  each  side  of  the  tank,  under  which  the 
cast  must  be  made,  will  be  rlaced  in  front  of  the 
contestant  at  a  distance  of  30ft.  and  6ft.  above  the 
water  level.  Distance  between  the  posts,  within 
which  the  casts  must  be  made  under  the  bar,  is  10ft. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Judges  : — H.  B.  Leckler,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Referee  .-— R.  H.  Klotz. 

E.  J.  Mills,  65ft.  6in. ;  L.  S.  Darling,  65ft.  ;  W.  H. 
Hammett,  59ft.  lOin. ;  H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.,  52ft.  ; 
Harold  DeRaasloff,  49ft. 

Tuesday  Evening,  Feb.  28,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  12. — Black  Bass  Fly- Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Excepting  those  who 
have  cast  85t't.  in  any  similar  contest  in  either  club 
or  open  tournament.  A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be 
used  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Weight  of 
rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Judges  : — J.  D.  Smith,  Arthur  C.  Mills. 

Referee  : — Milton  H.  Smith. 

King  Smith,  82ft.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  77ft. ; 
W.  H.  Hammett,  76ft.  6in. ;  Harold  DeRaasloff, 
58ft. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  March  1,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  13. — Bait-Casting  Contest.  Distance 
only.  Open  to  all.  "Greenwood  Lake  Style," 
with  -|oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  com- 
mittee. No  limit  to  rod  or  line  or  reel,  but  cast 
must  not  be  made  from  the  reel.  The  longest  east 
forward,  made  within  the  five  minutes  succeeding 
the  time  the  contestants  announce  "ready,"  to 
count.  Unless  the  frog  falls  within  the  side  boun- 
daries of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  not  score.  Frog 
must  touch  the  water  on  the  back  cast  and  be 
raised  therefrom  for  each  forward  cast. 

J udges : — G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  W.  D.  Cloyes 

Referee  :—R.  H.  Klotz. 

D.  Brandreth,  99ft,  9in.  ;  L.  S.  Darling,  96ft  6in  • 
A.  J.  Marsh,  69ft.  6in.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie' 
60ft  6in. 

Mr.  Brandreth  used  a  2-piece  split  bamboo  salmon 
fly  rod,  12ft.  long,  and  aheavy  enamelled  line,  coiled 
at  his  feet,  from  a  wood  salt-water  reel.  Aber- 
crombie and  Darling  used  similar  rods  and  reels. 
None  used  reel  on  the  rod,  but  let  it  lay  on  the 
floor.  Brandreth  faced  half  away  from  the  front 
and  cast  backward  over  his  head  with  superb 
accuracy,  the  rod  describing  a  complete  half  circle. 

Wednesday  Evening,  March  1,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  14. — Single-handed  Bait-Casting  Con- 
test. Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall 
be  made  overhead  with  |oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.  The  longest  cast  to 
count.  Each  contestant  may  make  not  more  than 
three  trial  casts  before  casting  to  score.  No  limit  to 
weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast  must  be  made  fiom 
free  ruiming  reel.  Should  the  frog  fall  outside  the 
side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  count  but 
will  not  be  scored. 

Judges  : — H.  G.  Henderson,  Robert  Lefferts. 

Referee  : — H.  B.  Leckler. 

Reuben  C.  Leonard,  143ft.  7in. ;  E.  J.  Mills, 
124ft.  Sin.  ;  Hiram  W.  Hawes,  114ft.  2in. ;  C.  M.' 
Lucky,  106ft.  6in. ;  C.  R.  Woodward,  106ft. ;  Chan- 
cellor G.  Leviion,  103ft. ;  L.  S.  Darling,  99ft.  9in. ; 
G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  90ft.  6in. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  2,  3.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  16. — Trout  Fly-Casting  for  Accuracy 
only.  Open  to  all.  No  restrictions  as  to  weight  of 
rod  and  line.  The  contest  is  to  be  conducted  as 
follows :  When  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place 
on  the  platform  and  has  said  "  ready,"  he  shall  begin 
to  cast  at  a  buoy,  and  after  saying  "  count,"  or  after 
having  made  five  casts,  the  subsequant  five  shall  be 
noted  for  record.  The  buoy  shall  be  placed  against 
the  side  of  the  tank  and  30ft.  from  contestant  under 
an  overhanging  bush,  which  shall  extend  3ft.  over 
and  be  3ft.  above  the  water.  The  score  shall  be  kept 
as  followg  ;  The  buoy  at  which  the  casts  are  made  is 


a  semicircular  disk  6[t.  in  diameter.  It  is  level  with 
the  surface  of  the  water  and  marked  by  concentric 
circles  6in.  apart.  The  fly  landing  in  the  centre 
counts  10,  in  the  next  space  9,  in  the  next  space  8, 
and  so  on  down  to  5.  The  highest  score  wins  the 
contest. 

Judges: — W.  H.  Cruickshank,  R.  H.  Klotz. 
Referee  .-— F.  L.  MetcalL 

D.  Brandreth,  5,  6,  6,  7,  5,  total,  29  ;  L.  S.  Darling, 
3,  8,  7,  3,  8.  total,  29 ;  G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  8,  3,  9, 
7,  0,  total,  27  ;  J.  D.  Smith,  3,  3,  6,  9,  6,  total,  27  ; 
E.  J.  Mills,  5,  5,  3,  0,  7,  total,  20 ;  F.  M.  Spiegle,  3, 
3,  3,  3,  7,  total,  19 ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  0,  7,  3,  3,  3, 
total,  16;  H.  G.  Henderson,  3,  3,  3,  3,  3,  total,  15. 
Cast  off:  Brandreth,  5,  6,  6,  7,  5,  total,  29;  Darling, 
6,  5.  7,  0,  5,  total,  23.  LaBranche.  3,  8,  4,  6,  4, 
total,  25 ;  Smith,  3,  3,  3,  0,  3,  total,  12. 

Thursday  Evening,  March  2,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  16. — Light  Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than 
4oz.  See  Rule  16  for  allowances.  Open  to  aU, 
excepting  those  who  have  cast  more  than  80ft.  in 
any  similar  club  or  tournament  contest  with  a  rod 
weighing  4oz.  or  les^.  Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

Judges  .-— M.  H.  Smith,  J.  D.  Smith. 

Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

L.  S.  Darling,  84ft.  ;  W.  D.  Cloyes,  82ft.  Gin. 
King  Spiith,  76ft.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  72ft. 

Friday  Afternoon,  March  3,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  17. — Single-handed  Bait-Casting  Con- 
test for  Distance  and  Accuiacy  with  -|oz.  rubber 
frog.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be  made  for 
distance  with  -|oz.  rubber  frog  to  be  furnished  by 
the  committee.  Ten  casts  shall  be  made  for 
accuracy — five  at  each  of  two  buoys — ^60ft.  and  70ft. 
distance  from  casting  point.  These  casts  to  be 
made  with  ^oz.  rubber  trog,  and  for  each  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog  falls  from  the  buoy 
cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  counted,  the  sum 
total  of  such  demerits  divided  by  ten  shall  be 
considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per 
cent,  deducted  from  one  hundred  shall  be  the 
accuracy  per  cent.  For  distance,  five  casts  shall  be 
made  and  the  average  added  to  the  percentage  of 
accuracy  shall  constitute  the  score.  Highest  wins. 
No  restrictions  as  to  rod,  line,  reel  or  method  of 
casting,  provided  that  all  casts  are  made  from  the 
reel.  Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries 
of  the  tank,  the  cast  shall  count  but  shall  not  be 
scored.  Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial 
cast  at  each  buoy  may  be  made  by  eash  contestant 
before  casting  to  score. 

J  udges  : — H.  G.  Henderson,  Lody  Smith. 

Referee  .— R.  H.  Klotz. 

C.  M.  Lucky:  distance,  94ft.,  100ft.  6in.,  110ft., 
108ft.,  110ft.  lin. ;  average,  104fft.(?);  accuracy, 
3,  5,  2,  2,  1,  4,  2,  4,  6,  1;  average,  97-1  ;  total, 
201-60. 

R.  C.  Leonard:  distance,  91ft.  3in.,  97ft.  9in., 
104ft.  lin.,  105ft.  9in.,  96ft.  6in.;  average,  99f f t. ; 
accuracy,  1,  4,  5,  1,  4,  2,  2,  3,  9,  1 ;  average,  96-8 ; 
total,  195-90. 

H.  W.  Hawes  :  distance,  81ft.  3in.,  101ft.,  111ft.  6in., 
113ft.;  average,  8  If  ft.  ;  accuracy,  4,  28,  27,  5, 
30,  3,  16,  5,  6,  3  ;  average,  87-3  ;  total,  169-25. 

L.  S.  Darling:  distance,  40ft.  6in.,  15ft.,  58ft.  6in.(?), 
84ft.,  70ft.  ;  average,  59^. ;  accuracy,  1,  3,  7,  2, 
1,  3,  0,  1,  2,  11;  average,  96-9;  total,  146-40. 

D.  T.  Abercrombie:  distance,  28ft.(?),  lift.,  47ft., 
51ft.  ;  accuracy,  10,  10,  19,  10,  22,  10,  36,  10, 
40,  43. 

E.  J.  Mills:  distance,  90ft.,  57ft.;  accuracy,  11,  6, 
5,  5,  10,  1,  4,  4,  8,  6. 

This  was  the  most  interesting  event  so  far  cast. 
Mr.  Reuben  C.  Leonard,  the  maker  of  the  celebrated 
"  Leonard "  split  bamboo  fishing  rods,  broke  the 
garden  record  held  by  Chancellor  G.  Levison,  with 
125ft.,  with  a  cast  that  measured  143ft.  7in., 
backed  up  by  casts  of  114ft.  2ia.,  131ft.  9in.,  and 
138ft.  Mr.  Leonard  ussd  a  5^ft.  stiff  split  bamboo 
lod,  which  has  six  agate  guides  and  an  agate  top, 
all  with  openings  of  very  small  size,  and  therefore 
differing  radically  from  the  accepted  type  of  bait- 
casting  rod  now  u-ed  in  this  country  for  such  work, 
as  well  as  for  fishing  with  free  running  reels. 
But  his  casts  are  made  with  much  force,  the 
trajectory  of  the  bait  being  much  lo  wer  while  the 
velocity  is  higher  than  the  average  caster  from  the 
reel.  The  otner  contestants  used  short  rods  with 
large  guides,  and  very  thin  undressed  silk  lines  of 
the  smallest  size,  such  as  Kingfishers  (the  American 
Kingfisher,  not  the  English),  Natchaugs  and  Chubbs. 
Fifty  and  sixty  yard  quadruple  multiplying  reels 
were  the  rule,  although  two  of  the  Meisselbach 
metal  reels  gave  splendid  satisfaction,  especially 
this  company's  tubular  rubber  end  reels,  which 
have  greater  line  capacity  than  other  reels  of  their 
size,  there  being  two  bars  instead  of  the  usual  five 
piUars,  while  the  spools  are  much  larger  in  diameter. 

_  (To  be  continued.)  \ 
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{Continued  from  'page  42.) 

The  Wharfe  has  perhaps  been  fished  harder  than 
any  other  Yorkshne  river  during  the  past  thirty- 
years,  and  still  holds  pride  of  place  in  the  affections 
of  anglers  of  the  West  Riding.  The  fact  that  it 
.stUl  contains  a  normal  head  of  fish  in  face  of  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  drained  of  its  scaly  wealth 
during  the  last  two  or  three  decades,  must  be  set 
dovm  as  an  evidence  of  the  marvellous  recuperative 
efforts  which  Nature  is  capable  of  exerting. 

From  Leeds  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  get  any  number 
of  convenient  trains  to  each  and  aU  of  the  fishing 
rendezvous  in  Wharfedale — one  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque of  the  Yorkshire  vales. 

The  commencement  of  the  coarse  fishing  may  be 
said  to  be  at  Burley,  above  which  the  Wharfe  is 
almost  exclusively  a  trout  and  grayling  stream. 
Between  Burley  and  Otley  I  have  caught  some  very 
large  dace,  and  seen  several  chub  of  aldermanic 
proportions.  As  this  length,  however,  is  strictly 
preserved,  and  only  occasional  permits  granted,  the 
sight  only  of  these  big,  idle  fellows  has  had,  of 
necessity,  to  constitute  the  phantom  repast,  with 
which  the  angling  appetite  has  had  to  persuade  itself 
to  be  satisfied. 

A  short  length  may  be  fished  at  Pool  on  payment 
of  6d.  a  day — tickets  to  be  had  at  the  paper  mills. 
This  is  not  a  bad  investment  when  there  is  a  good 
bold  water  coming  down,  but  as  a  rule  it  is  "  fished  to 
death,"  and  is  not  worth  much  at  low  water.  This 
last  remark  also  applies  to  the  length  belonging  to 


the  White  Hart  at  Arthington,  a  few  minutes'  walk 
from  the  station,  which  may  also  be  fished  for  the 
nimble  sixpence.  A  few  fish  may  generally  be 
picked  up  here  by  wading  and  fishing  up  stream 
with  fine  tackle. 

Between  Arthington  and  Harewood  Bridge,  the 
river  rims  in  a  rough  parallel  with  the  road.  Mr. 
L.  Paget,  Harewood,  gives  occasional  leave  to 
fish  this  length,  and  a  very  good  length  it  is,  con- 
taining roach,  dace,  chub,  trout,  and  pike.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Harewood  Bridge,  I  have  several  times 
been  broken  with  large  perch.  They  are  old- 
fashioned  customers,  too,  for  when  I  put  up  stout 
tackle  not  a  nibble  can  I  get,  but  immediately  I 
change  this  to  a  "  fine  drawn  "  bottom,  down  goes 
the  fioat,  and  away  skitters  the  perch  to  cover, 
and  as  a  rule  reaches  it.  I  shall,  perhaps,  some 
time  or  other  drop  across  these  fellows  in  a  cloudy 

water,  and  then  .    The  biggest  I  have  ever 

landed  here  would  certainly  not  weigh  Iflb.,  but 
'I  feel  confident  that  some  of  the  lost  sheep  were 
much  heavier. 

A  couple  of  miles  below  Harewood  Bridge  is  a 
little-known  place  called  Kearby-cum-Netherby. 
The  nearest  stations  are  Arthington,  Weeton,  and 
Pannal,  each  about  five  miles  away.  ilr.  Peacey,  a 
farmer,  whose  house  overlooks  the  river,  and  who 
provides  excellent  fare  for  visitors,  will  meet  the 
angler  with  a  conveyance  on  receipt  of  a  note  or 
postcard.  Good  grayling,  dace,  chub,  and  pike 
fishing  are  at  the  visitor's  disposal,  whilst  odd 
perch  of  a  poimd  and  better  are  not  uncommon. 

Collingham,  with  the  station  "  on  the  premises," 
is  situate  on  a  section  of  the  river  which  fairly  teems 
with  grayling  and  dace.  Permission  to  fish  is  to 
be  obtained  from  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Typical  grayling  swims  and  glides,  varying  from 
20in.  to  4r|ft.  in  depth,  are  here,  there,  and  every- 
where. It  is  an  education  for  the  uninitiated  to 
watch  j\Ir.  Alf.  Reynolds,  or  the  "  Great  Pick," 
taking  first  a  fish  from  close  to  their  waders,  and 
then  another  from  a  distance  of  20yd.  or  30yd., 


on  very  fine  gut  or  hair  carrying  a  single  smal 
shot  and  tiny  float,  cast  from  a  10ft.  rod — a 
longer  one  being  quite  xmnecessary  for  this  branch 
of  angling.  In  the  deep  water  lower  down  there 
are,  of  course,  no  grayling,  but  a  good  sprinkling 
of  large  roach  and  chub.  The  Barleycorn  (pro- 
prietor, ]VIr.  Groves),  although  unpretentious  in 
appearance,  is  none  the  less  comfortable.  The 
landlord,  too,  is  able  to  give  information  as  to  the 
best  swims,  according  to  the  height  of  water,  etc 
This  is  essentially  an  autumn  and  winter  resort. 

From  Collingham  to  Wetherby,  and  on  to  Boston 
Spa,  the  fishing  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  private 
individuals,  from  whom  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
permission. 

The  fishing  at  Boston  Spa — which  is  twenty 
minutes'  walk  from  Thorp  Arch  Station — is  not  at 
all  bad.  It  would  be  still  better  but  for  the  depreda- 
tions of  a  local  known  by  the  sobriquet  of  "  Pop," 
who  practically  lives  on  the  water,  and  is  continually 
"  worrying "  it  from  end  to  end.  Roach,  dace, 
chub,  barbel,  pike,  and  grayling  seem  to  be  the 
most  abundant,  and  there  is  sufficient  variety  of 
water  to  please  the  most  fastidious.  Just  above  the 
railway  bridge  (left  bank)  is  a  big  slack,  Avhich  I 
persuaded  seven  good-sized  pike  to  leave  in  less 
than  two  hours'  fishing,  a  year  last  March.  Mr. 
Matthews,  of  Thorp  Arch  Hall,  a  most  courteous 
gentleman  and  good  sport,  will  grant  permits  to 
anglers  possessing  the  necessary  credentials.  Be- 
tween the  railway  bridge  and  WighUl  Beck  mouth 
(about  two  miles  lower  down)  is  some  very  good 
water. 

Tadcaster,  two  mUes  below  Wighill  Beck,  is  a 
favourite  resort  among  Leeds  anglers.  Good  fishing 
may  be  had  here  from  June  till  March.  Early  on, 
the  barbel,  dace,  and  chub  give  good  sport,  whilst 
during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  the  roach 
join  in  the  feeding  process  with  the  usual  result. 
Mr.  Alf.  Richardson  caught  a  finely-fed  fish  of  this 
variety,  not  long  ago,  which  weighed  Iflb.  Later 
still  the  pike  provide  fun  of  a  more  ponderous  kind 
for  those  who  are  bold  enough  to  brave  the  hardships 
of  a  cold  winter's  day.  Just  twelve  months  ago, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grassham  landed  two  grand  fish  of  20|lb. 
and  lOJlb.  respectively,  the  former  of  which  now 
occupies  the  place  of  honoiu-  among  the  many  cases 
at  the  Leeds  club's  headquarters,  the  West  Riding 
Hotel.  The  Wharfe  pike,  and  especially  those  from 
Tadcaster,  are  the  shortest  fish  for  their  weight  I 
have  ever  seen.  The  Tadcaster  club  rents  the  right 
bank  below  the  bridge,  whilst  the  Leeds  Amalga- 
mation has  a  length  on  the  right  bank  above  the 
dam  (reserved  for  members  only)  and  another  below 
the  bridge  on  the  left  bank.  Outsiders  may  fish 
the  Tadcaster  water  for  6d.  a  day,  and  the  Leeds 
side  below  the  bridge  for  4d..  to  my  mind  "  a  very 
cheap  and  desirable  lot."  Tickets  for  the  Leeds 
length  may  be  obtained  at  the  Britannia  (on  the 
bridge),  Londesborough,  Bay  Horse,  and  Robin 
Hood  hotels,  and  for  the  Tadcaster  fishery  at  the 
Red  Lion.  Visitors  to  Tadcaster  will  find  the  Red 
Lion  Hotel  very  comfortable,  charges  moderate, 
and  the  proprietor  and  his  wife  desirous  of  carrjring 
out  eveiy  wish  of  the  fisherman.  Having  stayed 
there,  I  can  speak  from  experience. 

Four  miles  below  Tadcaster  is  still  another  grand 
coarse  fishing  stretch.  I  refer  to  UUeskelf.  For 
years  and  years  this  has  been  hard  fished,  and  yet 
seems  to  come  up  smiling,  as  it  were,  after  each 
close  season.  UUeskelf,  Ossendyke,  and  Ryther 
stand  close  to  the  river  in  the  order  named,  Ryther 
being  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  'Skelf, 
and  Ossendyke  between  them.  Some  remarkable 
catches  of  roach  have  been  recorded  from  this 
neighbourhood  during  the  last  few  months,  fish  of 
a  pound  and  upwards  being  quite  common.  The 
LUleskelf  Arms,  a  few  yards  from  the  station,  has 
been  recently  rebuilt,  and  Mr.  Byford,  the  pro- 
prietor, spares  no  pains  to  make  his  patrons  com- 
fortable. He  has  a  grand  chub  cased  which  weighed 
something  over  olb.  some  time  after  he  had  caught  it. 

Below  Ryther  we  find  the  water  rather  too  strong 
at  times  by  reason  of  the  heavy  tides.  Many  Leeds 
anglers  can  spin  entertaining  yarns  of  unexpected 
duckings  and  hairbreadth  escapes,  resulting  from 
the  greasy  state  of  the  river  banks  after  the  tide 
l»as  run  out. 

{To  he  continued.) 


JAPANESE  WHITEBAIT. 


■  Shobt  and  sweet "  comes  the  news  from  "  Rusty 
Game "  that  the  rivers  are  "  weU  up,  and  good 
sport  may  be  expected  next  week !  "  This  relates 
to  the  Taw,  N.  Devon. 


Now  that  the  whitebait  season  has  come  round 
again  I  am  reminded  of  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
last  summer  in  "Dragnet's '■  page.    He  says : — 

"  The  genuine  Thames  whitebait  is  one  of 
the  few  deUcacies  whi:;h,  although  considered 
epicurean  to  a  degree,  can  be  said  to  bo 
obtainable  at  any  centre  of  the  fishing  in- 
dustry for  the  simple  reason  that  the  same 
consists  of  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
heterogeneous  mass  of  small  clupeoids — 
sprats  and  herring  in  varying  proportions — 
which  may  or  may  not  be  more  relished  in 
London  than  elsewhere.  It  is  a  fact,  however, 
that,  although  the  cull  is  a  matter  of  trifling 
import,  the  call  for  this  delicacy  has  been 
greatly  impaired  of  late  years  consequent  on 
the  entirely  foreign  substance  which  has  been 
introduced  into  its  make-up.  An  analysis  of 
a  six-gallon  cask  (says  the  Fi^h  Trades  Gazette) 
disclosed  forty-eight  specimens  other  than 
clupeoids,  even  some  crustaceans  being  in- 
cluded in  the  list.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  many  of  these  ingredients  are  discarded 
before  the  fish  pass  into  culinary  service.  Few 
young  fish  of  food  value  are  destroyed  by 
whitebait  nets,  other  than  the  herring  and 
sprat.  The  spring  stow-net  ensnares  none  ; 
what  are  taken  by  the  shore  drag-net  in 
summer  are  returned  to  the  water  uninjin-ed." 

It  occurred  to  me  that  if  "  Dragnet "  had  had 
one  experience  of  a  dish  of  Japanese  whitebait  his 
mouth  would  water  ever  after  when  he  heard  the 
thing  mentioned.  My  recollection  of  whitebait  at 
Greenwich  and  sundry  places  within  a  mile  of  St. 
Paul's  is  that  the  flavour  of  the  Thames  delicacy 
is  somewhat  marred  by  an  oily  aftertaste.  This  is 
certainly  so  when  compared  with  the  whitebait  of 
Japan,  shirauwo  {Salanx  microdon).  The  probable 
reasons  for  this  are  the  pecuUar  nature  and  deUcacy 
of  the  fish  itself,  that  it  is  a  full-grown  fish,  and 
that  never  by  any  possible  chance  does  one  find  a 
specimen  of  any  other  variety  in  a  dish  of  shirauwo. 
For  the  purpose  of  observation,  I  make  it  a  rule 
that  all  the  fish  cooked  in  my  house  shall  be 
brought  to  me  before  being  dealt  with  by  the  cook, 
and  during  a  period  of  over  twenty  years  I  have 
never  found  a  stranger  in  a  dish  of  Japanese  white- 
bait. This,  I  think,  is  remarkable,  as  they  are 
caught  where  fry  of  several  sorts  abound,  and  is 
certainly  different  to  the  case  of  Thames  whitebait, 
which  is  correctly  described  as  a  "heterogeneous 
mass  " ;  and  I  can  quite  believe  that  the  analysis 
of  a  six-gallon  cask  reported  by  the  Fish  Trades 
Gazette  disclosed  forty-eight  specimens  other  than 
clupeoids,  for  Dr.  Murie  found  thirty-three  varieties 
in  a  very  small  quantity,  and  Frank  Buckland 
sorted  out  a  shilling's  worth,  containing  two 
himdred  and  four  fish,  weighing  eighteen  oimces, 
which  included  herrings,  sprats,  gobies,  weevers, 
sand-eels,  smelts,  pipe-fish,  sticklebats,  brown 
shrimps,  red  shrimps,  and  gore-bills. 

The  season  in  Japan  for  whitebait  is  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year,  but  occasionally  they 
appear  in  December,  and  this  season  they  were 
found  in  the  market  on  the  ninth  of  that  month, 
the  earliest  I  ever  remember.  Dr.  Giinther  describes 
shirauwo  thus : — 

Body  elongate,  compressed,  naked,  or  covered 
with  small,  exceedingly  fine  scales.  Head  elongate 
and  much  depressed,  terminating  in  a  long,  flat, 
pointed  snout.  Eye  small.  Cleft  of  the  mouth 
wide.  Jaws  and  palatine  bones  with  conical  teeth, 
some  of  the  interraaxillaries  and  mandibles  being 
enlarged;  no  teeth  on  the  vomer  ;  tongue  with  a 
single  series  of  curved  teeth.  Dorsal  fin  placed 
behind  the  ventrals,  but  in  front  of  the  anal ;  anal 
long ;  adipose  fin  small ;  caudal  forked.  Pseudo- 
branchiae  well  developed  ;  air-bladder  none.  The 
entire  alimentaiy  canal  straight  without  bend. 
Pyloric  appendages  none.    Ova  small. 

Naturally,  one  is  little  inclined  to  express  dis- 
agreement with  so  eminent  an  authority  as  Dr. 
Giinther,  but,  after  many  years'  observation  of  this 
fish,  I  feel  impelled  to  dissent  from  the  view  that 
the  eyes  and  ova  are  small.  On  the  first  occasic- 
that  I  saw  S.  microdon  I  was  struck  with  the  size 
of  the  eye.  At  this  time  the  appearance  of  th^ 
fish  induced  the  belief  that  it  was  the  fry  of  some- 
thing on  rather  a  large  scale,  and  I  was  making 
inquiries,  but  before  gaining  any  information  I 
was  astounded  one  day  to  find  a  dish  of  shirauwo 
exuding  milt  and  ova,  and  the  first  thing  that 
attracted  my  attention  was  the  large  size  of  the 
latter — as  large  as  that  of  many  fish  that  run  to 
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pounds  in  weight,  notably  some  of  the  Pleuronectidce, 
and  eels  and  herrings.  In  the  Japan  seas  one 
of  the  latter — nishin  (Clupea  pallasi)— frequently 
weighs  21b.,  and  has  been  taken  weighing  7|lb. 
My  fry  theory  was,  of  course,  at  onoe  exploded, 
but  I  was  impressed  with  the  large  eye  of  the  ova 
the  first  time  I  saw  them,  and  have  not  since 
observed  any  variation.  The  eye  of  this  fish  is  so 
large  and  conspicuous  that  a  plateful  several  feet 
distant  looks  as  if  a  handful  of  snipe  shot  had  been 
strewn  over  it,  due  to  the  colour  and  size  of  the  eyes. 

Shirauwo  is  the  smallest,  known  salmonoid,  and 
appears  to  follow  the  bent  of  its  congeners,  coming 
in  from  the  sea  to  spawn  in  the  rivers — though 
somewhat  later  than  they — remaining  some  time 
in  the  brackish  water,  and  ascending  slowly  to  the 
fresh.  Here  they  are  taken  in  large  quantities, 
and  though  I  have  made  several  attempts  to  obtain 
a  few  alive  for  observation  in  a  glass  globe,  I  have 
never  succeeded — they  die  immediately  the  net  is 
lifted  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  I  have  seen 
it  stated  that  shirauwo  is  a  deep-sea  fish,  and  that 
they  have  been  dredged  up  from  a  depth  of  3000ft. 
Surely  there  must  have  been  some  fault  in  the 
dredging,  and  the  fish  collected  at  a  point  much 
nearer  the  surface,  for  so  delicate  a  structure  could 
bear  no  pressure  whatever.  It  is  without  exception 
for  a  full-grown  object  the  most  fragile  creature  I 
have  ever  seen  taken  from  the  water,  salt  or  fresh. 
In  length  it  varies  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
inches,  and  its  bulk  is  represented  by  an  ordinary 
lead  pencil.  Its  colour  is  that  of  a  live  shrimp, 
but  when  cooked  it  is  as  white  as  snow. 

Geey  Palmer. 


NOETH  DEVON  STEEAMS. 


There  are  some  rivers  in  this  district  which  run 
in  the  hollow  of  some  high  hills  and  are  well 
protected,  and  trout  are  very  early  in  condition. 
The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  evil,  and  land- 
o\vners  are  now  anxious  to  obtain  cash  for  the 
sport  which  for  many  years  was  free  by  asking, 
I  do  not  intend  to  give  all  the  rivers  at  once.  All 
who  intend  visiting  North  Devon  should  make 
Barnstaple  the  centre  or  they  may  be  drawn  away 
to  a  spot  ten  or  twenty  miles  to  a  fishing  centre  or 
river.  I  should  very  strongly  advise  any  trout 
fisherman  to  set  his  eye  on  the  Bray,  the  river 
Cutcliffe  in  "  Rapid  Streams  "  sang  so  sweetly  on. 
It  is  a  river  which  rises  beyond  Challacombe,  where 
the  Ilfracombe  Water  Company  has  coveted  and 
drawn  their  town  supply  from,  and  when  the 
river  becomes  low  beyond  Challacombe  there  is 
very  little  to  keep  up  the  rivers  running  into  it. 
Although  Ilfracombe  draws  its  supply  from  it,  as 
regards  fishing  they  are  not  anything  the  richer 
for  trout  fishing,  as  the  water  is  carried  by  long 
pipes,  and  only  a  few  young  fry  would  travel 
through  them.  The  larger  fish  are  to  be  found  in 
the  deep  holes  further  down.  It  runs  over  ten 
miles  to  the  Mole  from  source  to  its  entering  the 
larger  river  from  Challacombe,  which  is  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Fortescue.  It  enters  the 
lands  of  a  few  small  holdings  until  it  reaches  a 
few  fields  of  Sir  E.  Chichester's,  thence  onwards  to 
Sir  T.  Ackland's,  where  permission  is  given  by  his 
agent  at  Exeter;  but  gentlemen  often  have  to 
regret  getting  no  reply  to  their  request  because 
the  agent  cannot  be  expected  to  reply  and  pay 
postage.  If  the  sport  is  not  worth  a  Id.  stamp,  it 
is  not  worth  having.  The  river  passes  onwards 
beyond  Brayford  down  to  Newton,  and  then  begins 
to  enter  the  property  of  the  Lord  Poltimore,  and 
on  one  side,  which  is  the  road,  is  his  solely,  beyond 
the  other  side  various  owners  claim  it.  This  will 
carry  you  down  to  Brayly  Bridge,  which  is  Lord 
Fortescue's  on  one  side  until  over  the  bridge,  and 
thence  both  sides  to  the  parks  and  down  to 
Claysprey  Mills,  which,  I  believe,  are  not  entirely 
his  on  one  side,  whence  it  runs  into  the  Mole. 

The  available  spots  would  be  Bratton  by  train, 
thence  either  hire  or  tramp  to  Leeworth  Port, 
dowTi  to  the  river  by  the  lane  and  fish  up  the 
stream  one  side  and  back  the  other,  and  then  down 
and  up  as  before.  The  distance  from  the  station 
is  over  two  miles ;  a  trap  can  be  hired  at  Bratton 
at  a  low  price  to  drive  there  and  back.  In  the 
early  months  any  rough  fly  with  a  tinsel  rib  gold 
or  silver  rib  is  good.  Should  the  waters  be  high 
good  sport  should  be  obtained.  It  is  never  too 
high  in  the  Bray. 

Another  route  is  to  drive  from  Bratton  to  High 
Bray,  and  you  will  find  at  this  village  good  accom- 


modation to  reside  a  week  or  two,  but  a  ticket 
must  be  obtained  from  Sir  T.  Ackland's  steward. 
Another  spot  to  start  from  is  Castle  Hill  Station, 
but  here  one  must  be  in  possession  of  a  permit 
from  the  owners  named  before,  and  a  fisherman 
can  easily  fish  from  Brayly  Bridge  up  to  Brayford 
and  back  in  a  day.  There  is  at  Newton  Gross  a 
river  running  from  N.  Molton,  and  it  is  well  worth 
a  little  trouble  to  cast  the  fly  where  it  is  possible. 

The  fishing  at  Castle  Hill  and  down  to  the 
junction  of  the  Mole  belongs  to  the  Earl  of 
Fortescue,  and  must  be  fished  only  under  his 
steward's  permission.  Devonian. 


ANNUAL  DINNEE  OF  THE 

BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 

Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Wednesday 
Evening,  March  15,  1905. 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Churchill,  G.C.V.O., 
was  announced  as  Chairman  of  this,  the  Society's 
twelfth  annual  dinner.  Unfortunately,  the  serious 
illnessof  his  son  absolutely  prevented  his  attendance. 
At  very  short  notice  Sir  George  Doughty,  M.P.  for 
Great  Grimsby,  an  old  friend  of  the  Society,  was 
induced,  despite  his  numerous  engagements,  to 
occupy  the  position,  and  right  well  he  did  it.  The 
attendance  of  members  and  their  friends  left  little 
to  be  desired,  the  arrangements  of  the  dinner  sub- 
committee were  very  well  designed  and  perfectly 
carried  out,  a  most  successful  and  enjoyable  evening 
resulted. 

The  presence  was  noted,  amongst  others,  of  Sir 
Bruce  Seaton,  Mackworth  B.  Praed,  J.  Wrench  To wse, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  W.  H. 
Weldon,  G-  A.  Boulenger,  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum,  South  Kensington,  C.  Fryer,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  R.  B.  Marston,  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Society,  Dr.  Forbes-Winslow,  C.  A.  Payton,  H.B.M. 
Consul  at  Calais  ("Sarcelle"),  A.Allison,  A.  L.  Bacon, 
C.  S.  Barton,  T.  B.  Bates,  W.  Bales,  M.  F.  Blake, 
J.  H.  Boyton,  F.  C.  Brown,  Bullock,  G.  Read 
Clarke,  F.  H.  Clay,  R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  C.  J. 
Crisfield,  Dr.  A.  H.  Dodd,  H.  Gentry,  J.  G.  Good, 
J.  E.  Hall,  F.  S.  Ham,  Croft  Handley,  J.  N.  Hearn, 
J.  S.  Howes,  W.  Jopson,  D.  J.  S.  M.  Colquhoun 
Kemp,  E.  M.  Mallett,  G.  A.  and  J.  E.  Maull,  G.  J. 
Messervy,  A.  Mignot,  C.  O.  Minchin,  W.  C.  Nickels, 
F.  W.  Norman,  A.  W.  Parker,  G.  F.  Penney,  James 
Pickup  and  Pickup  Junior,  W.  H.  Pocklington, 
W.  J.  Reynolds,  C.  M.  Sanson,  F.  Smith,  W.  K. 
Summers,  T.  Tucker,  G.  L.  and  M.  K.  Turner, 
P.  Waller,  George  Wheeler,  A.  N.  Wollaston,  and 
J.  W.  Zashnsdorf. 

Letters  regretting  inability  to  be  present  were 
read  from  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Castletown,  of  Upper  Ossory,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton,  Lord  Onslow,  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  Lord 
Windsor,  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  Senior 
("Red  Spinner"),  and  others. 

The  dinner  was  served  in  the  best  style  of  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  in  the  Great  Hall,  the  diners  rejoicing 
in  ample  space  and  a  pure  atmosphere. 

The  Chairman,  Sir  George  Doughty,  M.P.,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  King,"  said  that  it 
would  be  drunk,  as  it  always  was,  with  pleasure. 
He  was  the  best  of  a  noble  line  of  men  and 
women,  who  by  his  industry  and  his  desire  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  all  his  people,  had  become 
the  friend  of  everyone  in  his  dominions,  and  the 
best-beloved  man  in  the  whole  of  Europe.  The 
toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  and  "  God  Save 
the  King  "  was  sung.  The  Queen,  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal 
Family  met  with  full  acceptance  and  all  good 
wishes  for  a  good  and  pleasant  journey  to  the 
visitors  to  Lisbon. 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,"  was  proposed  by  the  Chair- 
man, who  took  occasion  to  express  the  regret  felt 
by  all  at  Viscount  Churchill's  absence,  and  their 
sympathy  with  him  under  the  affliction  of  his  son's 
illness.  Alluding  to  the  first  object  of  the  Society, 
"  the  encouragement  of  the  sport  of  sea-angling," 
though  unable  to  find  time  to  join  in  this,  it  had 
his  most  hearty  approval.  Men  were  the  better 
from  the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  like  all  right  recrea- 
tion it  fitted  them  for  carrying  on  the  serious  battle 
of  life.  He  was  sure  the  1250  members,  fishing  at 
the  Society's  250  stations,  caught  much  health  in 
catching  few  fish,  and  in  all  likelihood  enjoyed 
the  anticipation  of  their  takes  far  more  than  the 
realisation. 


The  Society's  second  object — the  scientific  de- 
velopment of  our  sea  fisheries — commended  itself 
to  him  exceedingly.  Speaking  as  one  largely  in- 
terested in  sea-fishing  for  profit,  and  on  behalf 
of  those  associated  with  him,  he  hoped  that  this 
object  would  be  persistently  pursued.  The  Society's 
efforts  met  with  their  entire  appreciation  also  for 
the  assistance  it  affords  to  the  Trade. 

As  to  the  research  now  being  carried  on  by  the 
scientists,  at  an  expense  to  the  country  during  the 
last  three  years  of  some  £42,000  of  the  country's 
money,  he  would  simply  say  that  they  were  no 
credit  to  the  people  who  had  voted  it  or  to  the 
Government  who  had  spent  it.  They  were  simply 
teaching  the  foreigner  our  business,  and  they  can- 
not, as  yet,  tell  us  even  how  long  it  takes  a  plaice 
to  grow  an  inch.  Give  the  men  of  the  fisheries  the 
money  to  spend  in  a  practical  manner,  and  instead 
of  keeping  three  steamers  meandering  about  the 
North  Sea,  let  the  trawlers  send  in  a  manifest  of 
their  catches,  what  they  were  composed  of,  and 
where  taken — then  we  should  know. 

He  could  not  sit  down  without  referring  strongly 
to  a  great  event  which  had  occurred  since  last 
year's  dinner,  that  of  the  Russian  Fleet  trying  to 
find  their  way  down  the  North  Sea  meeting  a  lot  of 
little  fishing  vessels  and  taking  them  for  torpedo- 
boats.  Interested  as  we  all  are  in  our  mercantile 
marine,  this  stirred  us  keenly.  But  no  less 
keenly  should  we  be  stirred  at  the  great  ser- 
vices rendered  to  us  by  our  responsible  Ministers, 
saving  us  from  what  would  certainly  have  been  the 
greatest  war  we  have  ever  seen.  Having  a  strong 
and  efficient  navy  ready,  the  preparation  was  good, 
and  if  Russia  had  not  yielded  us  satisfaction  we 
should  have  paid  any  price,  and  incurred  any  risk, 
to  have  secured  it.  For  this  was  a  strong  policy, 
and  for  our  preparedness  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  our  Ministry.  Moreover,  they  have  secured  to 
us  an  exemplification  of  the  great  principle  of 
arbitration  as  a  mode  of  solving  great  inter- 
national problems,  and  securing  justice  —  the 
greatest  achievement  of  our  times.  £65,000  has  been 
received  for  damages.  More,  indeed,  was  claimed, 
but  as  business  and  professional  men,  we  all  know 
how  these  claims  are  constituted.  But  he  assured 
them,  having  full  knowledge,  that  the  Grimsby 
men  are  satisfied,  not  only  with  the  money,  but 
with  the  nice  and  the  skilful  way  in  which  the 
whole  matter  has  been  managed  and  closed. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 

The  presentation  of  the  prizes  won  in  the  various 
competitions  in  1904  was  then  proceeded  with,  the 
Chairman  causing  much  amusement  by  the  shrewd- 
ness of  his  remarks  as  the  wiimers  came  up  to  the 
table. 

The  annual  competition  at  Deal  in  November 
was  first  dealt  with.  The  Deal  Corporation  chal- 
lenge cup  and  the  Society's  gold  medal  were  taken 
by  Mr.  A.  L.  Bacon  for  the  best  aggregate  taken 
from  boats,  the  silver  medal  for  the  second  best  by 
Mr.  Harold  Wood,  the  bronze  for  third  best  by  Mr. 
J.  T.  King. 

In  Class  II.,  for  the  best  single  fish,  Mr.  W-  Jop- 
son's  17lb.  2oz.  cod  secured  him  the  silver  medal. 

Class  III. — For  the  best  five  cod  each  day.  Silver 
medals  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Charles  Adey,  W.  R. 
Harrison,  and  Fred  Smith. 

Class  IV. — For  whiting.  Silver  medals  to  Messrs. 

E.  Newton.  Durlacher,  H.  Gentry,  R.  Day,  and 

F.  A.  Woolls. 

For  the  Pier  Competition,  the  "John  Bicker- 
dyke  "  challenge  cup  and  a  silver  medal  were  taken 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  B.  Brooks,  and  silver  medals  by 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Bullett  and  P.  C.  Edgar. 

The  "Sarcelle"  challenge  cup  and  a  silver  medal 
for  the  Specimen  Fish  Competition  during  the  year, 
and  reckoned  by  points,  were  taken  by  Mr.  T.  N. 
Hearn. 

The  Committee  challenge  cup  for  the  Sporting 
Fish  Competition,  fished  for  on  a  section  of  the 
coast  during  the  season,  was  taken  by  jMr.  W.  H. 
Pocklington,  who  also  received  the  Society's  small 
cup  for  retention. 

In  the  competition  at  Folkestone,  whose  society 
is  affiliated  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
much  interest  was  shown  when  Mr.  R.  C.  Hardy- 
Corfe  came  up  to  receive,  as  deputy  for  his  wife, 
the  "  Sassoon "-  challenge  cup  and  the  Parent 
Society's  silver  medal,  as  winning  the  competition 
from  boats.  The  bronze  medal  for  pier-fishing  was 
taken  by  Capt.  W.  Kennett. 

Mb.  Mackworth  B.  Praed,  in  rising  to  give  the 
toast  of  "  The  Chairman,"  congratulated  him  upon 
the  kind  way  in  which  he,  a  busy  man,  had  consented, 
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at  such  very  short  notice  to  take  Viscount  Church- 
hill's  place  this  evening — at  the  same  time  express- 
'  ing  the  regret  felt  by  everyone  at  the  unfortunate 
cause  of  his  absence,  for  he  had  his  heart  in  the 
subject,  and  was  a  most  kind-hearted  man.  He 
had  received  a  letter  from  him  explaining  that  his 
son  was  most  seriously  ill,  and  the  doctors  had 
insisted  upon  his  taking  him  away  from  town. 

Referring  to  Sir  George  Doughty's  remarks  upon 
the  North  Sea  incident,  he  said,  let  them  go  forth 
to  all  parts  of  the  world,  for  they  had  been  spoken 
with  authority  and  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
His  excellent  conduct  in  the  chair  fully  justified 
the  action  of  the  Committee  in  persuading  him  to 
come  to  their  assistance.  He  trusted  that  he  would 
allow  them  to  look  upon  him  as  a  permanent 
chairman,  for  no  one  could  have  done  the  work 
more  effectually. 
The  toast  was  received  with  musical  honours. 
Sm  George  Doughty,  in  returning  thanks,  urged 
that  Viscount  Churchill  would  have  done  the  work 
better  than  he  had  done  it,  but,  at  any  rate,  he  felt 
that  he  had  done  his  best. 

He  thought  it  right  to  tell  them,  for  Mr.  Pickup 
would  never  tell  them,  how  their  excellent  secretary 
had  gone  up  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  try  and 
secure  Mr.  Aylwyn  Fellowes  for  the  evening,  but 
the  new  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries — he 
thought  ue  ought  to  call  it  Fisheries  and  Agri- 
culture—found it  impossible  at  this  juncture  to 
come,  so  they  fell  upon  "Jonah"  as  usual,  and 
though  away  in  the  country  at  the  time,  and  as 
was  said  "  the  Government  might  fall,  I  had  to  do 
it,"  and  so  did  my  duty  and  came.  Members  of 
Parliament  have  in  their  time  to  play  many  parts. 
Referring  to  the  period  of  the  Boer  War,  when  their 
Irish  friends  annoyed  them  very  much  by  cheering 
ICruger  and  his  successes,  they  were  told  so.  One 
of '  them  rose  to  object  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks,  asserting  that  the  heart  of  an 
Irishman  beats  as  truly  under  his  waistcoat  as  the 
heart  of  a  Scotchman  under  his  kilt.  "Wishing  the 
Society  all  the  success  in  the  future  it  so  well 
deserves,  he  thanked  the  members  for  the  very 
cordial  manner  in  which  they  had  received  him. 

Me.  George  Read  Clarke,  in  proposing  "  The 
Press  and  the  Visitors,"  coupled  the  toast  with  the 
name  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  one  of  their  vice- 
presidents,  and  somewhat  teasingly  described  the 
journalist  as  one  who  invented  news  at  night  and 
contradicted  it  next  morning.  Nevertheless,  he 
bore  ample  testimony  to  their  faithfulness  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  for  ever  since  its 
formation  they  had  given  full  publicity  to  all  its 
transactions,  always  spoken  well  of  it,  and 
materially  assisted  them  in  carrying  on  its  opera- 
tions. There  were  only  two  or  three  exclusively 
angling  papers,  but  Mr.  Marston,  as  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  had  always  been  able  to  rely  upon 
the  "  truthful '-'  news  furnished  by  the  Society  to 
his  paper. 

In  proposing  "The  Visitors,"  he  was  only  ren- 
dering justice  to  a  body  of  men  who  were  always 
helping  the  members,  afloat  and  ashore,  in  the  true 
enjoyment  of  sport,  and  of  whom  he  had  had  an 
eleven  years'  pleasant  experience. 

Mr.,R.  B.  Marston,  in  responding  to  the  toast 
of  "The  Press  and  the  Visitors,"  thanked  the  pro- 
poser, Mr.  Read  Clarke,  for  the  pleasant  words  he 
had  said  about  the  angling  Press.  Mr.  Marston  said 
they  would  aU  regret  that  Mr.  William  Senior,  Editor 
of  the  Field,  was  unable  to  be  present  on  account  of 
a  chill,  but  he  wished  the  Society  all  success.  After 
referring  to  the  work  of  the  Press,  Mr.  Marston 
pointed  out  that  Sir  George  Doughty  in  his  admir- 
able speech  proposing  the  toast  of  the  Society  had 
referred  to  its  work  in  aiding  the  scientific  develop- 
ment of  sea  fisheries,  and  he  (Mr.  Marston)  had 
a  practical  suggestion  to  make  in  that  direction, 
and  one  he  hoped  the  Society  would  entertain ;  it 
was  to  attempt  to  introduce  that  grand  game  fish 
the  American  striped  bass  into  our  waters.  (Hear, 
hear.)  After  some  account  of  the  fish,  and 
the  great  success  with  which  it  had  been  cultivated 
in  the  States  and  transferred  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  Mr.  Marston  explained  that  he  had 
been  in  correspondence  with  one  of  the  United 
States'  Government  Fisheries  Commissioners,  and  it 
appeared  there  would  be  little  ditSculty  in  getting 
a  good  quantity  of  young  fish  over  to  set  free  in 
our  waters,  and  he  hoped  the  Society  would  join 
him  in  making  the  attempt.  (Hear,  hear!)  Mr. 
Marston  then  referred  to  the  great  satisfaction  all 
present  must  have  experienced  when  Sir  George 
Doughty,  the  member  for  Grimsby — ^he  was  not 
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sure  he  ought  not  to  be  called  the  member  for 
the  North  Sea  (laughter) — told  them  that  the 
award  to  the  fishermen  and  fishing  fleet  owners 
had  given  full  satisfaction,  for  as  Mr.  Mack- 
worth  Praed  had  pointed  out  no  one  could  speak 
with  more  authority  on  the  matter  than  their 
Chairman.  Mr.  Marston  hoped  when  the  Baltic  Fleet 
returned  through  English  waters  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  would  keep  their  eye  on  the  Russians  to 
see  they  did  no  more  damage.  (Laughter.)  He 
felt  sure  that  on  behalf  of  the  visitors  he  could 
thank  the  members  for  a  delightful  evening  (hear, 
hear),  and  that  many  of  them  would  join  the  ranks 
of  their  great  and  growing  Society.  (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Forbes  Winslow  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Honorary  and  other  Officers  of  the  Society,  "couphng 
it  with  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  Minchin.  Their  efforts 
had  been  untiring,  and  the  success  of  the  Society 
during  the  past  year  was  their  best  meed  of  praise. 
The  toast  was  drunk  with  honour. 

Mr.  MrNCHiN,  in  reply,  said  they  had  all  done 
their  best,  and  rendered  a  full  acknowledgment 
to  all  his  colleagues  of  the  very  perfect  services 
they  had  rendered  to  the  society  during  the  past 
year.  Especially  unjust  it  would  be,  he  said,  to 
.eave  unnoticed  the  most  strenuous  work  of 
their  secretary.  Mi-.  James  Pickup,  who  should 
receive  a  most  public  recognition  of  his  splendid 
year's  work.  And  with  the  hearty  applause  that 
ensued,  the  business  of  a  very  successful  and 
pleasing  function  was  brought  to  a  close. 

The  entertainment  programme,  which  added 
vastly  to  the  pleasures  of  the  evening,  was  well 
sustained  by  Messrs.  Walter  Crisfield,  Thorpe  Bates, 
Wilson  James,  W.  H.  Pocklington,  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  the  Palace  Theatre,  and  others,  and  by  the  Misses 
Ruby  Wilson  and  Nellie  Seymour,  Mr.  Elgar  pre- 
siding at  the  pianoforte.  A  violin  solo  by  Miss 
Ruby  Wilson  was  much  appreciated.  H.  P. 


MY  FIEST  SALMON. 


I  had  attained  the  respectable  age  of  forty-eight 
before  I  had  any  successful  experience  of  salmon 
ing.  Nearly  thirty  years'  service  in  a  hard 
worked  branch  of  the  Army,  including  some  twelve 
years  in  the  tropics,  had  afforded  me  small  time  or 
opportunity  for  that  form  of  sport.  But  the  rules 
for  compulsory  retirement,  inexorable  as  fate,  had 
caught  me  at  last,  and  the  summer  of  1903  found 
me  in  Devonshire,  and  among  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed. 

An  opportunity  of  fishing  in  the  Taw  during  the 
season  having  offered  itself,  I  gladly  took  advantage 
of  it,  and  spent  many  a  pleasant  day  on  that  lovely 
river.  In  July  it  is  seldom  that  there  is  any  chance 
of  hooking  a  salmon  ;  the  river  is  generally  low,  and 
the  estuary,  though  it  may  be  full  of  fish,  is  too  well 
swept  by  the  nets  to  allow  salmon  to  get  up  beyond 
the  tide  ;  yet  it  was  on  the  afternoon  of  a  fine  July 
day  that  I  got  my  first  salmon. 

I  had  been  trout  fishing  all  the  morning,  and 
coming  about  half-past  one  to  a  favourite  run  with 
a  pool  below  it,  I  sat  down  to  eat  my  sandwiches 
and  rest  for  a  while,  intending  to  re-commence 
fishing  afterwards.    In  half-an-hour's  time  I  was 


again  whipping  the  water  in  hopes  of  a  trout,  when, 
lo !  a  salmon  leaped  out  of  the  pool  some  3ft.  into 
the  air,  and  fell  back  again  with  a  mighty  splash 
not  30  yards  from  me.    Promptly  it  occurred  to  me 
to  try  for  that  salmon.    I  was  fishing  with  a 
10ft.  6in.  greenheart  rod  made  by  Hardy,  and  had 
in  my  bag  one  or  two  of  Hardy's  IJin.  "  Halcyon" 
spinners  and  a  stout  gut  cast.    Taking  off  my  trout 
cast  and  flies,  I  attached  a  spinner  on  stout  cast 
to  my  line,  and,  moving  gently  down  stream,  cast 
the  spinner  in  across  stream,  letting  the  current 
carry  it  round.    At  the  third  or  fourth  cast  there 
was  a  pull  which  was  unmistakable  ;   and  ivdth 
another  leap  from  the  water  tho  salmon  showed 
himself,  evidently  firmly  hooked.    Being  on  a  trout 
rod,  it  was  evidently  useless  to  attempt  to  hold  him  ; 
all  I  could  do  was  to  keep  the  line  as  tight  as  pos- 
sible, let  the  fish  go  where  he  would,  and  hope  that 
he  would  not  take  it  into  his  head  to  break  out  of 
the  pool  and  rush  down  stream.    After  a  few 
minutes  I  began  coaxing  the  fish  up  to  the  shallow 
side  of  the  pool,  to  try  and  get  him  aground.  Twice  I 
tried  this  without  success,  the  fish  turning  round  as 
he  came  into  the  shallow  water  and  rushing  off  into 
the  deepest  part  of  the  pool ;  but  I  gave  the  fish 
no  rest,  and  as  he  began  to  tire,  at  the  third  attempt 
I  got  him  on  to  the  shallow  gravel  bank,  and  laying 
down  my  rod,  rushed  into  the  water  and  tailed  the 
fish  out,  when  a  smack  on  the  head  with  a  stone  put 
an  end  to  his  struggles.    He  was  a  bright,  clean  fish, 
in  beautiful  condition,  and  turned  the  scale  at  101b. 
a  couple  of  hours  later  at  the  railway  station.  It  had 
taken  me  exactly  twenty-two  minutes  to  land  him 
from  the  time  he  was  hooked.  J.  W.  B. 


WHEEE  TO  CATCH  PIKE. 


During  the  past  few  days  Mr.  F.  Bryant,  of 
Melrose,  Lowestoft,  fishing  on  Barton  Broad, 
Norfolk,  and  using  a  cane  rod  and  Hardy's  patent 
"  Silex "  casting  reel  and  Alnwick  spinning  line, 
landed  80lb.  weight  of  fish  in  four  days  as  follows: 
Monday,  March  6,  two  rims,  one  fish,  41b.  Tuesday, 
three  runs,  two  fish,  5|lb.,  6|lb.  Wednesday,  four 
runs,  four  fish,  21b.,  2|lb.,  4ilb.,  61b.  Thursday, 
seven  runs,  seven  fish,  21b.,  2lb.,  4ilb.,  4Hb.,  61b., 
SJlb.,  and  21ilb.  The  big  fish  measured  41iin. 
long,  21|in.  round.  All  the  small  fish  were  returned 
to  the  water.  Good  accommodation  and  boats  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  G.  Cox,  Barton  Broad. 


THE  CUNNING  OF  TEOUT. 


Do  trout  hear,  and  are  they  cimning  ?  As  an 
angler  of  thirty  years'  experience  I  say  to  the  first. 
No";  to  the  second,  "Rather.''  The  angler  on 
the  bank  of  a  trout  stream  may  talk,  laugh,  sing, 
shout,  or  do  anything  except  move,  and  he  will  not 
disturb  his  fish  ;  but  let  him  stamp  on  the  ground, 
and  he  will  put  every  fish  down  anywhere  near  him. 
It  seems  clear  that  they  do  not  hear  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  though  they  are  sensitive  to 
vibration. 

As  to  their  cunning,  it  is  common  to  see  an  old 
fish  take  every  natural  fly  that  goes  over  him,  and 
refuse  the  artificial  every  time.  I  was  fishing  one 
bright,  sunny  spring  day  in  a  well-known  Hamp- 
shire trout  stream,  when  I  saw  a  good  fish  rising 
about  three  or  four  yards  from  the  bank,  taking 
each  natural  fly  as  it  came  to  him.  I  stood  in  the 
shade  of  a  tree  some  yards  below  him  in  the 
water,  so  that  I  know  he  saw  neither  me  nor  my 
rod.  I  put  my  fly  over  him,  and  he  came  at  it 
boldly,  but  neither  opened  his  mouth  nor  broke  the 
water,  so  that  the  fly  floated  past  him,  and  he 
went  on  taking  the  natural  fly  while  I  waited. 
Then  I  cast  again,  and  he  just  moved  at  it.  but  no 
more.  Again  I  waited  and  then  cast.  This  time 
he  did  not  move  at  the  fly,  but  after  it  had  gone 
past  him  he  sailed  slowly  up  stream.  He  was  not 
in  the  least  alarmed,  but  by  his  manner  seemed  to 
say,  "  This  is  not  good  enough ;  there  are  visions 
about." — Light  Line  in  St.  James's  Gazette. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Freshwater  Angling  Society  has  just  beea 
issued,  from  which  it  transpires  that  the  society  i? 
near  the  completion  of  the  first  ten  years  of  its 
existence.  Numerically  and  financially  the  club  is 
goina;  strong,  as  is  only  to  be  expected  when  piloted 
by  Me-srs.  H.  Dowsett  andW.  G.  Scott.  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Castle  Hotel  on 
March  22,  and  the  ninth  annual  dinner  on  April  15. 

[3] 
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DRESSINGS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SALMON  FLIES. 


No.  13.— THE  "ROUGE-ET-NOIR." 

Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  topping-coloured  silk. 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  In  five  sections,  butted  ;  the  first  and  third  four  red  crow's,  as  illustrated,  over  and  under  the 
same  coloured  tioss  silk :  the  second  and  fourth  jungle  cock,  as  shoAvn,  over  blue  rock  coloured  silk 
(the  blue  rock  is  the  medium  coloured  chatterer),  and  the  fifth  division  of  red  claret  silk. 

Bibbed  :  Fine  oval  tinse. 

Throat :  Two  jungle  top  and  bottom  as  before,  but  placed  over  two  red  crow's,  the  points  of  the 
latter  in  advance. 
Wings  :  Toppings. 
Horns  :  Blue  macaw. 
Head :  Black  herl. 


Tag 
Tail 
Butt 
Body 


No.  14.— THE  "EVENING  STAR." 
Silver  twist  and  tippet-coloured  silk  (tippet  written  thus  always  refers  to  the  golden  pheasant) 
Topping. 
Black  herl. 

In  four  equal  sections  of  silver  tuisel,  the  first  three  having  two  jungle  above  and  below,  as 


illustrated,  and  butted  ;  the  last  of  blue  rock  coloured  silk,  and  the  only  one  ribbed  with  silver  tinsel. 
Throat :  Two  jungle  as  before  (these  feathers  slightly  increase  in  length  from  the  opposite  end  of 


the  body). 
Wings : 
Cheeks 
Horns  : 
Head  : 


Four  Amherst  pheasant  tippets,  back  to  back,  as  shown. 
■  Summer  duck  and  two  red  crow,  the  former  in  advance 

Red  macaw. 
Black  herl. 


topping  over. 


No.  15.—"  THE  LAPWING." 
Tag  :  Silver  twist  and  green  silk  (same  shade  as  the  green  feathers  from  macaws). 
Tail :  Topping. 
Butt :  Black  herl. 

Body  :  In  four  equal  sections,  the  first  three  butted  with  the  herl.  No.  1  division,  silver  tmsel, 
with  canary  toucan  above  and  below.  No.  2,  topping  coloured  fioss  silk,  ribbed  with  fine  oval  tinsel,  and 
the  ordinary  toucan  above  and  below.  No.  3,  orange  silk,  ribbed  likewise,  with  red  crow  above  and 
below.    No.  4,  red  claret  silk,  ribbed  again  as  before. 

Throat :  Five  or  six  red  crow  and  jay  feather,  as  illustrated. 

Wings  :  Ten  enamelled  thrush,  as  shown  and  described. 

Cheeks  :  Summer  duck  and  jungle  cock,  two  toppings  over. 

Horns  :  Amherst  pheasant. 

Head :  Black  herl. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks.  — The  river  be- 
came so  highly  coloured  with  the  rain  that  the 
season  closed  on  Tuesday  almost  blank  as  regards 
angling.  I  have  made  several  inquiries,  which  show 
that  sport  was  of  the  most  meagre  character.  Two 
or  three  days  before  the  lOtli  the  river  was  much 
too  thick  to  expect  any  sport,  and  I  slipped  off  to 
Ringwood,  where  the  liver  was  clearer;  but  more 
about  that  next  week.  The  whole  season  through 
has  been  a  most  disappointing  one  in  regard  to  tiie 
Thames,  principally  owing  to  lack  of  rain  in  the 
summer,  the  low  temperature  of  the  water  in  the 
winter,  and  no  rain  falling  worth  mentioning  in 
J anuary  or  February.  Chub  proved  the  best  feed 
ing  fish  at  the  fag  end,  and  many  instances  were 
recorded  of  roach  anglers  not  getting  a  single  fisli . 
in  a  day's  fishing.  From  an  angling  point  of  view 
it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  season  is  over,  and  we 
all  hope  for  better  sport  in  the  coming  one. — F.  H, 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — With  the  wind  blowing  a 
gale,  mid  rain,  hail,  and  snow,  and  the  river  thick 
and  quickly  rising  into  flood,  the  end  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  closed  on  the  14th,  which  every  one 
will  agree  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  the  Thames 
on  record.  That  good  sportsman,  Mr.  R.  Escombe, 
was  down  for  the  last  week  of  fishing,  and  with 
G.  Arlett  they  braved  the  weather  and  tried  in  vam 
to  find  a  sheltered  comer  from  the  wind,  but  they, 
like  myself  and  many  others,  were  beaten  by  the 
weather.  I  did,  however,  hear  of  one  or  two 
"bankers"  taking  a  few  roach.  The  river  is  now 
running  in  heavy  flood,  so  the  prospects  for  the 
opening  of  the  trout  fishing,  which  takes  place  on 
April  1,  looks  promising. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  in  flood ; 
therefore  there  have  been  very  few  fish  taken.  Mr. 
Berry  took  three  pike  of  91b.,  7^1b.,  and  61b.,  besidps 
several  smaller  ones ;  Mr.  W.  Stokes  also  got  three 
small  ones,  and  Mr.  Amphlett  also  got  a  few  roach 
up  to  l|lb.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  meadows 
are  under  water,  and  it  is  still  raining  hard,  so  I 
think  salmon-fishing  will  be  out  of  the  question  for 
several  days,  or  perhaps  a  week,  but  as  soon  as  it 
begins  to  fine  down  a  bit  I  think  the  prospect  of 
sport  should  be  very  good,  as  several  fish  have  been 
seen  running  up  the  river. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  last  few 
days  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  on  this  part  of  the 
Cam  were  spoilt  by  boisterous  weather,  also  very 
wet,  and  made  it  unpleasant  to  the  numerous  anglers 
in  pursuit  of  the  pike.  Some  few  who  stuck  to  their 
rods  took  a  fair  quantity,  none  over  51b.  each  fish. 
Vpon  the  whole  this  closing  season  has  been  a 
deplorable  one  for  sport,  although  fish  are  numerous. 
- — John  O.  Geoeqe,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — The  opening 
day  (April  1)  will  soon  be  round,  and  if  anyone 
wants  some  good  early  trouting  "  book  your  seats," 
for  the  prospects  are  better  than  they  have  been 
for  years.  I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
stream  since  the  end  of  last  season,  and  I  must  say 
the  show  of  large  and  small  trout  is  simply  grand. 
There  should  be  some  4-pounders  taken  this  season 
if  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken.  This  rain  is  a 
godsend.  The  river  was  getting  very  low,  and 
things  were  getting  serious.- — Chas.  Powell. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  sea- 
son opened  on  March  11,  but  the  rivers  are  so  big 
and  the  weather  so  cold  and  boisterous  that  fishing 
has  been  out  of  the  question,  though  fishing  in  the 
Keswick  district  several  anglers  have  had  fair  baskets 
of  trout,  Messrs.  J.  Rigg  and  H.  Beadle  especially 
being  successful.  The  fishery  board  have  raised  the 
licences  by  fifty  per  cent.,  the  licence  for  the  season 
now  being  £1  10s.,  and  not  being  divisible  as  before, 
It  was  also  proposed  to  increase  the  trout  licence 
from  5s.  to  10s.,  but  the  opposition  of  the  Keswick 
anglers  has  caused  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  defer  the  matter  until  a  local  inquiry 
has  been  held  by  one  of  their  inspectors.— Black 
Tom, 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Stormy  weather  and  frequent 
spates  have  been  against  anglers  during  the  last 
week.  Yet  some  good  fish  have  been  landed.  Mr. 
Alan  Edwards,  of  Armathwaite  Castle,  has  had 
four,  one  of  which  was  34lb.  In  the  same  water 
Captain  Rhodes,  one,  171b.  Dr.  Murray,  of  Ar- 
mathwaite Hall,  one  171b.,  and  Mr.  Murray,  one, 
161b.  At  Brocklewath,  Mr.  Dalton,  two.  In  the 
Corby  water,  Colonel  Berkeley,  four,  and  Mr. 
Johnston,  two,  20lb.  each.  Mr.  W.  Pattin- 
son,  two,  in  the  Wetheral  water.  At  War- 
wick Hall,  Mr.  C.  LiddelL  three,  16lb.,  181b., 
271b.  The  river  on  Wednesday  was  again  in  flood. 
The  haaf-netters  in  the  Solway  are  doing  well — 
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that  is,  many  of  them.  There  are  always  some 
unlucky  ones  who  get  very  little,  and  we  hear  of 
these  much  oftener  than  of  the  lucky  men  for  they 
are  always  calling  out.  I  know  of  two  brothers 
who  last  week  divided  £18  between  them  for  the 
week's  fishing. — Silver  Grey. 

Bglr  ^Whitby). — During  the  greater  portion  of 
the  pinkey  season  this  river  has  run  in  very  in 
different  condition  for  sport,  consequently  very 
n^eagre  sport  has  been  experienced  by  the  few  rods 
which  have  been  out  in  the  tideway.  During  the 
past  few  days,  however,  there  has  been  some  im 
provement  in  the  prospect=,  owing  t'>  the  fall  of 
copious  soates,  which  have  caused  the  river  to  run  in 
fair  flood.  Cold  winds  have  also  much  retarded 
sport.  The  Fsk  Fishery  Di=;trict  turned  into  the 
river  on  Ma'-ch  11a  splendid  lot  of  yearling  salmon 
from  the  Eden  Fishery  District.  Recently  the  water 
bailiffs  have  been  engaged  marking  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  for  experimental  purposes  ;  several  have  been 
sren  making  progress  seawards.  Trout  fishing  com 
meneed  on  Thursday  last,  and  should  favourable 
weather  obtain  some  sport  may  be  anticipated. — J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dwlverton). — Very  little  fishing 
has  been  done  or  has  been  possible  for  some  days 
owing  to  the  heavy  rain  and  high  water.  Our 
rivers  soon  clear  after  the  rain  ceases,  and  drier 
weather  should  promise  good  sport  for  some  time 
after  such  a  welcome  fresh. — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Very  heavy  rainfalls 
have  flooded  both  the  main  river,  Culm,  and  Creedy, 
the  latter  being  in  flood  and  all  fishing  at  a  stand- 
still. On  Tuesday  night  an  unusually  severe  storm 
visited  us,  the  thunder  being  very  heavy  and  the 
lightning  (accompanied  by  hail  and  rain)  being 
very  vivid.  The  close  time  for  coarse  fishing  now  with 
us  finishes,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  indifferent 
of  seasons  both  in  our  rivers  and  canal,  the  only 
good  catches  being  among  Esox  lucivs  and  roach. 
Sea  fishing  from  the  same  reasons  given,  both  at 
Exmouth  and  surrounding  district,  has  been  in- 
different, only  a  few  pollack  being  caught  ft  the 
pier  by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn.  Popkin,  White,  Perry, 
;ind  Ducherer.  A  change  is  anxiously  awaited,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  a  good  record  will  be  made  when 
the  water  clears  off  a  little.  Some  few  trout  l^ave 
been  taken  in  the  Otter,  with  Blue  Upright,  Pale 
Blue,  and  Half  Stone,  Mr.  W.  Cobley  securing  two 
fish,  the  brace  weighing  just  over  1  lb.,  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  Weather  boisterous  now,  prospacts 
not  good  yet.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Few  anglers  have  been 
out  lately  owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  but  a  good 
roach-fishing  water  promises  to  be  in  evidence  at 
the  end  of  the  week  providing  no  more  heavy  rains 
fall.  The  river  on  Wednesday  was  in  flood  and  very 
thick,  but  anglers  should  remember  that  it  fines 
down  very  quickly.  Given  fine  weather,  anglers  in 
the  A.B.S.  competition  to  be  held  on  March  19  at 
Rye  House  ought  to  meat  with  some  good  catches, 
and  tench  as  well  as  roach  are  likely  to  be  on  the 
move.  The  Broadwater  at  St.  Margaret's  is  a  good 
spot  for  tench.  During  the  week  a  few  pike,  perch, 
and  roach  have  been  landed  at  Ware,  Hertford,  and 
other  stations.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  concluded 
on  March  14. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Oase  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  and  this  week  there  have  been  some  good 
bags  of  roach  and  dace.  One  dace  weighed  in 
scaled  exactly  lib.,  and  plenty  of  roach  over  lib. 
There  have  also  been  some  very  good  takes  of  pike. 
Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  Rolph,  Ram 
Hotel,  Brandon,  on  application. — A.  Rolph. 

Lngfgr  and  Arrow  'X>eo>nin0ter)  — Both  these 
streams  are  running  'higher  than  they  have  been  for 
months,  and  are  muddy  and  quite  out  of  fishing 
order,  and  will  be  for  some  days.  Heavy  rain  has 
been  had,  accompanied  by  strong  winds  and  hail- 
storms, and  there  has  been  no  chance  for  anglers  to 
get  out.  The  flush  of  water  will  improve  the  pros- 
pects of  sport  when  the  weather  takes  up.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Very  little  done 
since  last  report,  owing  to  the  heavy  spate.  On 
March  13  the  river  was  just  clear  enough  in  the 
shallows,  and  three  brace  of  decent  trout  were  taken 
with  fly  on  the  public  water  here.  To-day  (March 
15)  the  river  is  in  full  flood  and  overflowing  its 
banks.  No  prospect  of  any  fishing  for  many  days. 
It  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  fish  will  not  be  left 
stranded  in  the  field  adjoining  the  river  as  happened 
some  few  seasons  ago,  when  hundreds  of  trout  were 
picked  up  dead. — Heron. 

Plymouth.. — We  have  had  plenty  of  water  during 
the  last  week,  and  it  is  acknowledged  by  those  com- 
petent to  judge  that  we  have  not  had  such  floods  on 
the  rivers  for  many  years.  I  should  think  all  the 
back  fish  are  well  cleared  out,  and  the  fresh  run 
ones  had  good  chance  to  run  up.  Some  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy  and 
the  Dart. — William  Hearder. 


Severn,  Vjrmwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
necb). — Stormy  and  tempestuous  weather  such  as 
we  are  now  having,  and  which  has  been  experienced 
for  some  time  past,  is  happily  of  rare  occurrence  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  has  for  the  past  week  been 
getting  from  bad  to  worse.  The  keen  north-westerly 
wind  has  been  blowing  continuously,  and  occa 
sionally  with  hurricane  force,  bringing  with  it 
storms,  frequent  and  heavy,  of  r  dn,  hail 
sleet,  and  early  on  Friday  morning  (March  10) 
snow  fell,  but  did  not  remain  long  on  the  ground. 
The  rivers  have  been  all  flooded,  rendering  angling 
impossible,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday 
night)  the  wind  has  abated  and  shifted  more  west. 
It  is  useless  to  prophesy  unless  you  know,  especially 
as  regards  the  weather  at  pre.=ent.  but  as  thunder 
has  been  heard  in  several  places  to-day  and  with  the 
barometer  very  low,  any  immediate  change  for  the 
better  is  hardly  possible. — Vyrnvvy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Gales 
have  been  prevalent  as  a  wind  up  to  the  coarse 
fish  season,  and  but  little  can  be  recorded  in 
the  way  of  sport.  The  Rother  has  been  fished 
unsuccessfully,  but  a  few  trout  are  to  be  seen  and 
will  be  tried  for  later  on.  In  my  notes  of  last 
week  re  Chichester  Canal  I  was  speaking  of  perch 
being  absent  from  the  list  of  captures.  I  had 
a  letter  the  same  evening,  too  late  for  publication, 
from  Mr.  Timberlake,  who  informed  me  that  on 
March  7  he  secured  a  nice  brace  of  perch,  weighing 
together  over  61b.,  and  had  kept  them  alive  for  my 
insnection.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  during  the 
week,  Mr.  Gilmore  on  live  gorge  securing  a  nice  fish 
of  81b.,  and  a  Portsmouth  visitor  a  well-conditioned 
fish  of  61b.  Notes  from  the  Ouse  have  not  yet 
reached  me. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  well  up,  and  good 
sport  may  be  expected  next  week. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
now  running  high  and  muddy,  being  bank  full,  and 
has  risen  quite  eighteen  inches  of  muddy  water. 
The  weather  has  been  very  bad  since  March  10, 
rain,  hail,  and  sleet  have  been  had,  and  has  quite  put 
a  stop  to  any  kind  of  fishing  for  some  time,  and  it 
will  be  quite  a  week  before  sport  will  be  had  as 
weather  continues  unsettled.  The  flush  of  water 
will  do  good  and  clear  out  all  the  rubbish  in  the 
bottom  which  has  been  accumulating  during  the 
late  dry  season. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
is  running  out  of  all  order  for  any  kind  of  fishing 
owing  to  the  very  changeable  weather.  What  witti 
wind,  hail,  and  rain,  the  river  has  rose  rapidly,  and 
is  now  bank  full,  and  angling  is  at  a  standstill.  The 
flush  of  water  will  do  good,  and  will  clear  the  river 
and  improve  the  prospects  of  sport  when  the 
weather  takes  up.  No  fishing  dune  of  late. — 
Worcester. 

T3me,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring* 
Biivers. — The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days  have 
put  the  Coquet  in  the  pink  of  condition.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out.  Fair  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  killed  with  the  worm  and  minnow. 
Salmo  eriox  have  been  taken  in  good  quantities 
with  salted  minnow  and  fly.  The  killing  flies 
are  Mallard  and  Dirty  Orange,  Mallard  and 
Claret,  Small  Wilkinson,  and  Kates.  Although 
the  Tyne  has  had  some  heavy  waters  down  during 
the  past  fourteen  days  salmon  are  deplorably 
scarce  ;  the  nets  up  to  now  have  not  recorded  a 
single  fish.  Not  very  long  ago,  in  the  early  seventies, 
the  Tyne  was  inconaparably  filthier  than  it  is  to- 
day, and  salmon  were  plentiful.  How  much  more 
plentiful  they  were  a  longer  time  ago,  will  be 
learned  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  New- 
castle Courant,  printed  in  Brand's  "  History  of  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  "  :  "On  June  12,  1756,  upwards  of 
2400  salmon  were  taken  in  the  river  Tyne,  and 
sold  in  Newcastle  Market  at  Id.  and  l|d.  per 
pound.  In  the  month  of  June,  1755,  no  less  than 
265  salmon  were  caught  at  draught  of  the  net 
at  Crow,  on  the  Tyne;  Aug.  6,  1761,  not  less 
than  260  salmon  were  had  at  draught  in  the  Tyne 
at  Newburn."  About  the  same  time  there  was  a 
clause  in  indentures  to  the  effect  that  salmon  were 
not  to  be  put  on  the  table  more  than  twice  a  week.. 
It  is  astoxmding  the  decrease  of  salmon  in  our 
northern  rivers  during  the  last  thirty  years. — 
Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Usk  (Usk). — Since  Thursday  last  (March  9),  in 
consequence  of  the  recant  rain,  the  river  has  been 
practically  in  a  state  of  flood,  in  fact,  higher  than  it 
has  been  all  the  winter,  and  salmon  and  trout  angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill.  The  flood,  however,  should 
eventually  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  angler,  as  it 
would  not  only  take  the  oli  salmon  or  kelts 
down  to  the  sea,  but  should  bring  up  some 
new  fish,  and  keep  the  water  in  good  con- 
dition for  some  time  to  come.  Fishing  from  a 
coracle  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jim.,  killed  15i  brace  of  trout 
in  two  successive  days.  The  following  were  also 
successful  on  Wednesday,  March  8 :  Mr.  J.  Pitt, 


.3^  brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmonds,  sen.,  5  brace;  Mr.  F. 
Creese,  sj  brace;  Mr.  J.  Curtis,  2_brace. — T.  R. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Berwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  has  been  of  a  very 
unsettled  description  for  the  last  few  days,  and  at 
the  time  of  sending  this  report,  there  is  very  little 
improvement,  and  atmospheric  conditions  are  very 
far  from  being  settled,  therefore  anglers  can  expect 
nothing  in  the  way  of  an   improvement  in  the 
weather   for    the   opening   of    the   trout  fishing 
season.      In   the    upper    reaches   of    the  Yore, 
things  are  not  very  promising;   at  present  high 
winds  prevail,  which    will  be  aga'nst  fly  fisher- 
men.    The  annual  meeting  of  the  Hawes  and  High 
Abbotside  Angling  Association  was  hel  l   at  the 
Crown  Hotel  on  Tuesday.    Dr.  Grime  presided  over 
a  C'owded  gathering.    The  report  showed  the  satis- 
factory balance  in  hand  of  £44  8s.  5d.    The  Earl  of 
Wharncliffe  was  again  elected  president.     In  ap- 
pointing the  committee,  some  discussion  ensued  £ia 
to  the  representation  of  so-called  non-members  on 
the  managing  committee,  and  it  was  finally  resolved 
to  grant  the  non-member  section  of  the  a'sociation 
two  representatives  on  the  committee,  Messrs.  W. 
Hanley  and  N.  Iveson  being  chosen.   The  secretary 
(Mr.  T.  T.  Fawcett)  announced  that  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  had  made  them  a  crant  of  600  year- 
ling trout.     It    was   also    decided  to  purchase 
another  thousand  trout  to  be  placed  in  the  waters. 
Dr.  Grime  suggested  establishing  a  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  rearing  ponds.    If  this  was  done, 
they  could  place  ,3000  trout  in  the  waters  where 
they  now  placed  1000 ;  also  the  trout  would  be 
acchmatised.    After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed 
to  place  £30  as  the  nucleus  for  that  purpose.  The 
other  day,  no  sooner  bad  Lord  Bolton  put  a  lOOO 
trout  into  the  Yore  at  Weasley,  than  the  river 
came  down  in  flood;   where  these  trout  are  now 
it  is  hard  to  conjecture.    On  March  14  there  wa^ 
about  3ft.  of  fresh  water,  and  if  it  clears  and  the 
weather  comes  in  more  settled,  the  season  may  be 
opened  under  auspicious  circumstances.     All  the 
trout  waters  are  now  open,  except  the  Tanfield 
Angling  Association  waters,  which  open  April  1. 
I  hear  there  are  vacancies  for  a  few  members  in  the 
RipDn  Angling  Club ;  anyone  wishing  to  join  should 
apply  to  Captain  W.  Waldon,  Hqrrogate-road,Ripon, 
who  is  the  hon.  secretary.    There  are  also  a  few 
vacancies  in  the  Costa  Angling  Club.   Coarse  fishing 
finished  up  fairly  well,  some  fairly  good  catches  of  fish 
have  been  made  during  the  closing  days.   The  Der- 
went  has  been  fishing  remarkably  well ;  the  other 
day  Mr.  J.  Picker.=gill  had  a  fine  basket  of  mixed  fish 
weighing  181b.  6oz.,  including  a  fine  specimen  dace 
12foz.,  also  several  roach  weighing  close  upon  lib. 
each.    Messrs.  Kelly,  Webb,  and  Cornish  have  also 
done  well,  the  first-named  angler  had  some  nice 
sport  amongst  the  chub;  two  of  the  heaviest  fish 
weighed  over  81b.    Prospects  for  sport  are  only 
moderate.     Host  flies  for  the  opening  of  the  season 
ara  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  Bloa,  Winter  Brown, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  also  Spring  Black. — John  E. 

MiLLEB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — The  weather  has  been  very  stormy 
during  the  past  week,  snow  falling  heavily  durmg 
the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  now  lying  to  a 
depth  of  quite  four  inches  on  the  hills.  The  conse- 
quent chilling  of  the  water  has  had  a  deterrent 
effect  upon  the  ascending  of  salmon,  not  one  being 
grassed.  Sea-trout  are,  however,  to  be  seen  in 
greater  numbers  than  at  any  time  since  the  opening, 
and  are  being  followed  in  the  tidal  waters  up  to 
near  the  railway  bridge  by  a  number  of  seals.  One 
of  these  destructive  creatures  was  shot  by  a  local 
gentleman  on  March  9  while  disporting  itself 
with  a  large  sea-trout  in  its  mouth.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  sea-trout  were  creeled  in  the  tidal  waters 
on  March  6,  8,  and  10  by  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach 
Castle,  and  on  March  7  and  9  by  the  Beaufort  Castle 
and  Farley  House  rods.  The  river  is  in  capital  plj', 
and  only  warm  weather  is  required  to  bring  success. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  whole  of  the 
waters  under  the  jvu^isdiction  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheries  Association  were  opened  for  rod  fishing  on 
March  8,  but  only  for  fly  until  May  1.  Several 
anglers  were  out  in  the  lower  reaches,  when  Mr. 
Andrew  Johnstone  ^landed  a  new  run  salmon  of 
fully  301b.  weight  in  the  Thistle  Pool  of  the 
Netherby  reserved  water  on  March  8.  On  the 
same  date  Mr.  Reed,  Arthuret,  fishing  Mr. 
ISIakant's  water,  had  a  good  run  with  a  big  sal- 
mon, but  lost  it.  Some  fine  spring  salmon  have 
been  caught  in  the  Solway  Firth  smce  last  report. 
Sea-trout  are  not  quite  due  in  the  Firth,  but  they 
generally  begin  to  run  about  the  end  of  this  month, 
while  grilse  are  not  due  till  July.  With  regard  t-> 
the  new  rules  recently  framed  by  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  Fisheiies  Association  they  do  not  mate- 
rially affect  angling  visitors  to  the  two  rivers 
and  their  tributaries.    The  tariff  for  non-residents 
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for  the  season  and  the  short-period  ticket  are  the 
eame  as  heretofore.  The  Langholm  ticket  for  the 
Esk,  which  includes  the  Ewes,  Wauchope,  and 
Tarras  Waters,  is  for  season  25s.,  one  day  2s.  Gd.  ; 
Canonbie  ticket  30s.,  one  day  3s. ;  Upper  Esk 
Waters  and  Liddle  37s.  6d.,  one  day  3s.  ;  Liddle 
ticket  30s.,  one  day  3s.  ;  Newcastleton  ticket  (Lid- 
dle) 12s.,  one  day  Is.  6d. ;  Langholm  ticket  (Ewes) 
12s.  6d.,  one  day  Is.  6d.  Bait  or  minnow  fishing, 
which  heretofore  closed  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  on 
Sept.  15,  wiU  be  extended  till  November  I,  the  close 
of  the  season,  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgfay,  I^.B.). — ^Up  till 
Tuesday  this  week  the  weather  was  changeable,  and 
on  the  whole  so  very  stormy  that  successful  angling 
was  out  of  the  question,  but  now,  excepting  slight 
frosts  at  night,  it  is  an  ideall  spring.  On  Monday 
(March  13)  Lord  Gaxioch,  Belleville  House,  landed 
a  salmon  weighing  81b.  on  Gledfield  Water.  On 
same  date  Mr.  Robert  MacLeod,  Dunie,  on 
Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  had  an  8-po\mder  on  In- 
vercharroa  water ;  and  Mr.  George  Ross,  keeper, 
Braelangwell,  on  Mr.  Macleod's  rod,  one  of  141b.  on 
the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water,  being  the  first  of 
the  season  caught  as  high  up  on  this  river.  On 
March  14  Mr.  George  MacDonald,  keeper,  on  Mr. 
Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  a  9-pounder  on  Inver- 
charron.  The  net  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land are  still  rather  unproductive. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — There  has  been  a  very 
heavy  rainfall  in  this  district  for  some  time,  and  the 
river  is  in  high  flood,  the  water  overflowing  the 
banks  at  some  points.  The  water  is  greatly  dis- 
coloured, and  it  will  take  some  time  before  it  is  in 
fishing  order,  both  for  net  and  rod  fishing.  Very 
little  has  been  done  at  either  rod  or  net  fishing 
for  some  time  back,  and  the  net  fishermen 
are  getting  few  salmon  or  sea-trout  mean- 
time. The  change  in  the  weather,  however, 
which  was  considerably  milder  in  the  beginning  of 
this  week,  will  be  more  favourable  for  fish  ascending. 
Along  the  coast  i  the  fish  are  not  so  numerous  as 
expected  at  this  time  of  the  season,  and  only  one 
small  box  was  sent  to  the  market  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. The  average  [weight  of  salmon,  which  ara  of 
fine  quality,  is  from  81b.  to  101b.— H.W. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.;.— On  March  6, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Richardson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  killed 
one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey,  two,  16Jlb.  and 
111b.  On  March  7,  Mr.  D.  Grant,  two,  221b.  and 
231b. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey,  one,  91b.  On  March  8,  Mr. 
Ashby,  Redhill,  Surrey,  one,  17^1b. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey, 
one,  191b. — S.  Tilston. 

loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  6,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Pipe  landed  a  salmon,  191b.  On  March  8,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Kjiight,  one  161b.  On  March  9,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  one 
251b.  On  March  10,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  one  241b.  On 
March  14,  Rev.  H.  Worthington  one  171b. ;  Mr. 
J.  C.  Pipe,  one  151b. — H.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  8,  Mr.  W.  S.  Miller,  Glasgow, 
had  a  salmon  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  John  Gardiner,  Ayr, 
one  of  161b.  On  March  [9,  Mr.  Ernest  Walker, 
Bolton,  one  of  HJlb.  On  March  10,  Mr.  Miller  had 
one  of  15^1b.,  and  Mr.  Walker  one  of  191b.,  and  Mr, 
Gardiner  one  of  17|lb.  On  March  13,  Mr.  David 
Tullis,  Glasgow,  had  one  of  181b. ;  and  on  March  14, 
Mr.  PhiHp  Geen,',Richmond,  had  two  of  221b.  and 
171b.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one  of  141b. — 
R.  Stewart. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg',  N.B.). — 
So  far  as  known,  the  only  fish  caught  by  anglers 
from  Balnagown  Arms]  Hotel  since  last  reported, 
was  a  fine  salmon  weighing  141b.,  landed  by  Mr. 
John  Edwards  Moss,  London,  on  March  7.  The 
severity  of  the  weather  militated  against  sport,  but 
conditions  are  now  improving. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Fishing  from  Suther- 
land Arms  Hotel  on  March  6  Mr.  Moon,  London, 
caught  a  salmon  which  weighed  231b.  On  March  8 
he  landed  a  7-pounder,  and  on  March  10  two 
weighing  161b.  and  81b.  The  weather  has  been  cold, 
wet  and  squally,  but  on  March  14  a  change  for  the 
better  set  in,  and  good  sport  is  now  anticipated. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rains  have  fallen 
over  this  district  since  last  week's  notes,  and  the 
various  rivers  have  been  entirely  out  of  trim  for  the 
salmon  fly.  Rain  began  to  fall  on  March  10,  and 
on  the  following  morning  the  rivers  were  discoloured 
and  in  yellow  spates.  With  the  additional  rainfalls 
daily  the  rivers  have  been  bank  full,  and  there  has 
been  no  fishing,  except  by  an  odd  angler  or  two, 
who  have  tried  the  worm  bait  for  trout.  At  the 
time  of  writing  a  south-west  gale  is  blowing,  and 
more  rain  fell  this  morning  (Wednesday),  and 
the  rivers  very  nearly  overflowed  their  banks. 
The  Annan. — On  the  morning  of  March  10  snow 
fell  in  higher  Annandale,  and  this  was  followed  later 
in  the  day  with  rain.  Although  the  melted  snow 
put  some  colour  in  the  water,  a  few  rods  were  out. 
There  was,  however,  nothing  done  beyond  the 
landing  of   an  odd  kelt  salmon  here  and  there. 


Spent  sea  trout  and  herling  appear  to  be  very 
numerous  in  this  river  this  spring,  one  angler 
having  landed  over  a  score  during  the  past  ten 
days.  Some  of  the  sea  trout  (kelts)  weighed  up  to 
31b.  As  they  are  entirely  out  of  season,  they  are 
always  put  back  to  the  river  again  without  injury. 
Mr.  Nicholson  hooked  and  lost  a  salmon,  by  the 
gut  breaking,  the  other  day.  Mr.  J.  Dixon  landed 
three  or  four  yellow  'trout  on  March  14  in 
the  Everholm  water,  but  they  were  returned.  Mr. 
Maxwell  landed  a  salmon  in  the  higher  waters,  but 
the  weight  wasj  not  reported.  The  water  in  the 
upper  district  has  only  been  fishable  with  minnow 
on  account  of  the  heavy  rains,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  weather  shows  no  signs  of  settUng. 
Dumfries  Nith. — The  rainfall  in  Nithsdale  has 
been  excessive,  and  the  river  has  not  been  in  fishing 
order  for  a  week  or  more.  On  March  14  rain  fell 
during  most  of  the  day  at  Thornhill,  and  the 
water  was 'much  discoloured.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
portion  many  experienced  anglers  have  not  had  a 
rise  from  a  fish  of  any  kind  since  the  season  opened. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  flood  is  heavier  than  ever. 
Some  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Cluden  and 
Cairn,  but  yellow  trout  are  entirely  out  of  order 
and  should  not  be  killed  before  the  beginning  of 
April.  Three  men  were  before  the  sheriff  in  the 
Dumfries  Court  on  Tuesday  charged  with  having 
in  their  possession  grapple  hooks  weighted  with  lead 
and  attached  to  a  ball  of  cord.  They  were  caught 
at  the  side  of  the  river  close  to  the  town  and  con- 
victed on  evidence.  A  fine  of  £2  14s.  each  was 
imposed  and  they  were  given  the  alternative  of 
twenty-one  days  in  prison.  The  Gallowav 
Rivers.  —  Heavy  rains  this  week  have  kept 
the  rivers  bankfull  of  yellow  floods,  and  there 
has  been  nothing  done.  Some  salmon  were 
seen  rising  in  the  favourite  lying  pools  last  week- 
end, but  the  floods  have  stopped  angling  for  a  few 
days  to  come.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers. — There  has 
been  no  sport  on  the  different  rivers  of  Ayrshire 
since  last  week.  A  number  of  rods  have  been  fishing 
with  the  worm  bait  for  trout,  and  catches  up  to 
four  brace  were  made  in  the  Kilburnie  district. 
The  weather  is  most  unsettled.  The  Solway. — 
The  netsmen  have  had  some  fine  salmon  in  the 
various  nets,  and  so  far  there  has  been  a  fair  show 
of  spring  salmon  running.  A  number  of  capital 
ones  were  taken  on  March  13  and  14,  and  the  gale 
that  is  prevailing  to-day  is  likely  to  cause  another 
run  of  fish  up  the  Channel.  Later. — Rain  is  again 
falling  heavily  to-night  (Wednesday). — Heathbr- 

BEI,L. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
very  unsettled.  There  has  been  a  considerable 
rainfall  accompanied  by  gales  of  wind,  while  on 
March  15  it  reached  a  perfect  hurricane.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  week  the  river  was  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  fair  sport  obtained,  but  it  is  at 
present  running  rather  full  and  muddy.  For  week 
ending  March  14,  Mr.  P.  J.  Mackie  killed  on  Stanley 
water  three  fish  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  16Jlb.  on  March 
8  ;  two  fish  of  23pb.  and  15  Jib.  on  March  10 ;  while 
Mr.  Clarke  landed  one  salmon  of  191b.  on  March  11. 
Fishing  the  Biu-nmouth  Stobhall  water  on  March  9, 
Mrs.  Archibald  Turner  had  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and 
another  of  231b.  on  March  14,  while  on  Benchill 
Beat  Mr.  Archibald  Turner  landed  one  fish  of 
16|lb.  The  boatmen  fishing  Lower  Battleby 
water  for  Mr.  Coats,  on  March  13,  killed  one 
salmon  of  71b.  Fishing  Delvine  water,  Colonel 
Chrystie  ;had  one  fish  of  171b.  on  March  3,  one  of 
201b.  on  March  9,  and  another  of  241b.  on  March 
10,  while  on  the  Murthly  Castle  water,  on  March  7, 
an  angler  got  one  fish  of  171b.,  and  on  March  11 
another  two  of  181b.  and  211b.  On  the  upper 
reaches  there  were  killed  one  fish  of  151b.  on  March 
10,  by  Mr.  John  A.  Park  on  Lower  Dunkeld ;  one 
of  231b.  by  Captain  H.  J.  Pearith,  on  March  11,  on 
Dalguise  water  ;a  while  Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs  killed 
three  fish  of  201b.,  161b..  and  151b.  on  March  11,  and 
another  of  221b.  on  March  13,  on  GrandtuUy  Stretch. 
On  the  river  Lyon,  Fortingall,  ]VIr.  Miller  landed  one 
fish  of  161b.  on  March  8  and  another  of  15Jlb.  on 
March  10.  Mr.  Gardiner  had  one  fish  of  161b.  on 
March  8  and  another  of  17Jlb.  on  March  10,  while 
Mr.  Walker  got  one  of  17J  on  March  9  and  one  of 
191b.  on  March  10.  On  March  13  Mr.  Tullis  landed 
one  fish  of  181b.,  and  on  March  14  Mr.  P.  Geen  two 
of  221b.  and  171b.,  and  Mr.  Pipe  one  of  141b.  On 
Loch  Tay,  Killin,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe  killed  on  March  6 
one  fish  of  191b.,  on  March  9  one,  241b.,  on  March 
10  one,  251b.,  and  on  March  14  another  of  151b., 
while  Mr.  H.  T.  Knight  killed  one  of  161b.  on  March 
8,  and  Rev.  H.  Worthington  one  of  171b.  on.March 
14.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness).— During  the  greater  part 
of  the  past  week  this  river  has  been  iu  flood,  and 
consequently  little  sport  has  been  obtamed.  On 
No.  6  Beat,  on  March  7,  there  were  killed  two  fish 
of  171b.  and  141b.  ;  on  March  8  two  of  101b.  and 
111b.;  on  Maroh  9  one  of  9^5.;  on  March  10  one 
of  81b.,  and  on  March  U  one  of  131b.    On  No.  7 


Beat  one  fish  of  81b.  on  March  7,  and  one  of  121b. 
on  March  8 ;  while  on  No.  8  Beat  there  were  got  one 
fish  of  151b.  on  March  8,  two  of  19^\h.  and  81b.  on 
March  9,  and  one  of  IS^b.  on  March  10.  Lord 
Perth  had  one  fish  of  91b.  on  February  28,  and 
another  of  GJlb.  on  March  6. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Stormy  weather  and  flooded  rivers  have  interrupted 
salmon  angling  during  the  week,  and  the  remits 
consequently  poor.  On  Sunday  evening  (Marcti  12) , 
Teviot  rose  about  five  feet  and  Tweed  about  four 
feet,  and  with  continued  showers  and  high  winds 
both  rivers  are  still  too  big  for  angling  purposes. 
Trout  fishers  have  been  busy,  but  their  baskets  have 
been  light  as  a  rule,  the  most  successful  being  Mr. 
J.  Hogg  and  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer,  who  had  on  Monday 
18 Jib.  and  12 Jib.  respectively.  On  Wednesday 
(March  8),  Mrs.  Burrell^on  the  Carham  water  caught 
one  salmon  of  9Jlb.  At  Birgham,  on  Tuesday 
(March  _7),  Lord  Dunglass  caught  four  salmon 
weighing  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  31b.  At  the  Lees,  on 
March  2,  Mr.  Prenderguest  had  two  salmon  of  9  Jib. 
and  6  Jib.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  91b.  ;  on  the  8th,  one 
salmon  of  101b.  On  Lennel  water,  on  the  2nd,  Mr. 
Taylor  had  one  salmon  of  71b.  On  .Cornhill  water 
on  the  4th,  Dr.  Rutherford  one  salmon  of  121b.  At 
time  of  writing,  March  15,  the  weather  is  very 
stormy,  and  not  much  prospect  of  salmon  angUng 
this  week. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.  —  Since  the  season 
opened  on  March  1  heavy  rains,  sleet,  showers  of 
snow,  and  cold  winds  from  the  north  and  west  pre- 
vailed, and  all  the  tributaries  were  kept  in  high 
volume,  and  so  much  discoloured  that  the  fly  could 
only  be  used  on  the  upper  and  shallow  reaches. 
Some  catches  of  trout  were  obtained  on  the  fly  on 
the  Clough  and  Braid,  but  the  Maine  continued 
so  long  in  flood  that  the  worm  could  only  be 
used.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is  very  low, 
and  no  natural  flies  have  yet  come  to  the  surface 
save  the  Blue  Dun,  and  it  is  not  plentiful.  The 
Ballinderry,  Moyola,  and  the  other  streams  that 
discharge  into  Lough  Neagh  have  fished  badly,  and 
there  is  only  the  catch  of  a  few  brace  to  record. 
The  Bann  rose  eighteen  inches  in  the  past  ten  days, 
and  all  the  stretches  are  out  of  order  and  too  high 
for  the  fly  to  be  used. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  was  very 
rough  this  week,  and  angling  was  almost  suspended. 
Very  few  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Dams  at 
Woodburn,  the  fish  declining  to  rise  to  the  fly.  The 
rivers  are  pretty  high  and  yielding  very  little  sport. 
The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  has  decided  to 
open  its  subscription  waters  three  days  per  week 
from  April  15,  members  to  have  the  option  of 
angling  on  any  two  (but  not  more)  days,  baskets 
to  be  limited  to  four  trout  not  less  than  9in.  in 
length.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in 
bank  high  flood  since  March  11.  Weather  very  wet 
and  stormy.  Colonel  O.  L.  Evans  had  one  salmon 
of  151b. ;  Mr.  R.  Evans  one  of  21  lb.  on  the  MocoUop 
Fishery,  and  Mr.  R.  Smith  one  of  201b.  on  Mr. 
Starkey's  Ballyhooly  Fishery. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Boyne  (ITavan). — We  had  an  exceptionallj^  nice 
flood  from  March  10  to  March  13,  and  as  on  those 
days  the  nets  were  ftff  there  doubtless  would  be  a 
nice  run  of  fish  into  the  river,  but  unfortunately 
just  as  the  water  was  getting  into  fishing  order  a 
severe  storm  has  again  put  it  in  flood,  and  there  is 
no  fishing  for  some  days  at  least.  I  can  only  hear 
of  fish  beina;  taken  on  Upper  Black  Castle  water, 
where  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  on  March  9,  13,  and  14,  had 
eight  of  261b.,  251b.,  171b„  151b.,  12Jlb.,  11  lb., 
lOJlb.,  and  91b.— Claret  Fly. 

Deel. — Still  stormy  weather,  and  raging  floods 
and  rain  that  comes  and  goes  as  it  pleases.  How- 
ever, with  good  waterproofs  and  waders  the  Messrs. 
Brownings  have  had  some  good  catches,  one  day 
five  salmon  weighing  751b.,  and  on  another  six, 
weighing  1021b.  I  have  seen  by  a  Limerick  paper 
that  the  Board  of  Conservators  are  about  putting 
down  a  grating  where  the  mill-race  runs  into  the 
Deel  to  prevent  the  fish  from  going  up  that  way. 
This  would  be  a  much  needed  undertaking,  and  one 
that  all  anglers  here  would  like  to  see  carried  out. 
accounts  from  the  Lower  Shannon,  of  which  the 
Deel  is  a  tributary,  are  very  bad. — Tyro. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  following  is  the  catch  for 
the  week  ending  March  11  :— Mr.  John  Lydon,  eight 
salmon,  101b.,  211b.,  lljlb.,  91b.,  61b.,  11  lb.,  lljlb., 
and  91b.;  Mr.  M.  Lydon,  three,  101b.,  91b.,  and  12 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  M.  J.  Lydon,  two,  181b.  and  311b.  There  is  a 
good  appearance  of  fish  in  the  rivers,  but  the  weather 
conditions  have  been  bad  all  the  week.  With  favour- 
able weather  good  sport  ought  now  to  be  got.  The 
fish  are  all  clean  run  and  in  excellent  condition.— 
W.  N.  Milne. 
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MALCOM  & 


Inventovs  of  the 


TANNED  ANGOLA 


.  .  and 


THE 


FREKE  "  BAG. 


THE 


FREKE  "  BAG. 


"FEATHERWEIGHT"  WADERS. 

THE  FIELD,  June  30,  1900,  says:  "This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
ot  the  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 


45/- 


3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE 


A  TRIAL  IS  OUR  BEST 
ARGUMENT. 

Long  experience  in  making  Fine   Fishing  Tackle 

enables  us  to  assure  the  Angler  that  we  can  meet  his 
most  exacting   requirements.     We    do    not  make 
Poor  Tackle— We  do  not  know  how; 
our  energy  and  experience  cannot  be 
wasted  in  that  way.     Our  aim  is  to 
please,  and  no  trouble  will  be  spared 
to  attain  that  object     If  you  are  in- 
terested write  us  now,  making  your 
wants  known, 
and  depend 
on  a  prompt 
and  courteous 

reply.  VSMiiB^  "-l!^!!?!  *^  y  '^^'^ 

~  York  Herald, 

July,  1894,  says: 
"  The  best  Fishing 
Ptods  in  the  woi-lcl 
are  manufactured  by 
^fessrs.  Wyers  Freres." 

WYERS' FRERES, 

Manufacturers  of  ^ 

HIGH-GRADE  ANGLERS'  SPECIALITIES, 
"  Continental  Works,"  REDDITCH,  England. 

REMEMBER  there  is  no  Tackle  on  the  Market  that  is 
-  ]ust  as  good  •'  as  Wyers  Freres  If  you  wish  to  purchase  a  Eod  and 
tackle  for  1905,  you  will  do  weU  to  keep  in  touch  with  us-  vou  will 
obtain  more  real  value  in  our  make  of  goods  than  in  any  other 
iou  can  have  the  benefit  of  our  varied  and  extensive  experience  hv 
asking  for  it.  ±-  = 

Send  for  our  1905  Catalogue  {profusely  illustrated),  Free. 


The  ''Perfectian^NBi^^ 

Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod, 

Lock  Fast  Joints  and  Cork  Grip, 

9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  a.na  lO  ft.,  J52  2s. 

The  Famous  Multum  in  Parvo 

Fly  Rod, 

In  Greenheart  and  Blue  Mahoe,  with  Cork  Grip, 
8  ft.  to  X2  ft.,  J51  Is. 

1904  Pattern  Trout  Rod, 

T\  hole  Cane  Butt,  Polished  Grip,  Universal  Fittings,  Greenheart  Top, 
9  ft.  6  ill.  andL  lO  ft.,  12s.  6<i. 

RODS  BUILT  TO  CUSTOMERS'  OWN  PATTERNS. 

Specially  sehcted  Salmon  and  Trout  Casts. 

SALMON  AMD  TROUT  FLIES. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  this  Department.    Customers'  Patterns  accurately 
Dressed.    Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

TROUT  FLIES,  2s.  i>er»  dozen. 

TESTIMOXIA  L. 

"I  am  sending  you  one  of  your  ilultura  in  Parvo  Rods,  which  I  houlhTJome' ye?rs  to^r  has 
l.TL  '^^^r^  ^  l"^?  "^^'^  it  *°  preference  to  cane-built  rods,  costing  three  "times  hi 

monej ,  and  have  killed  many  two-pounders  on  it.    Please  lit  an  additional  lop  '-C  B 
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Killarnev  — The  weather  ]ias  been  wild  and 
stormy,  and  but  little  angling  could  be  done.  The 
lakes  will  not  be  in  order  for  a  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

IiO"  River  'co.  CorkK — River  very  flooded  since 
Marnh  11.  Wpather  stcmy  and  wet,  and  few 
«ngler«  have  been  out  Mr.  Somers  Payne,  B.L., 
on  Carhiie  F'she-y,  had  three  salmon  of  91b.  91b., 
and  221b.  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Jameson,  on  Warrenscourt 
Fi«;hery,  three.  61b  .  81b.,  and  81b.;  Captain  Skip- 
with,  on  Mahony's  water,  one,  81b.  ;  Colonel 
Sillem,  on  Inniscarra  Fishery,  four.  71b.,  81b.  81b., 
and  '.lib. ;  Mf.  F.  H.  Bass,  on  Carrigrohane  Fishery, 
one,  91b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Loug'li  Conn. — This  lough  is  coming  down  to 
lishing  level,  and  good  sport  is  expected  as  a  good 
number  of  fish  has  gone  up.- — John  Devees. 

Iioasrb  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Ferry). — 

Fishing  for  a  couple  of  hours  on  a  few  days  and 
only  one  salmon  was  had.  It  weighed  81b.,  and  was 
creeled  by  John  J.  Sullivan. — -T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

On'  March  12,  fishing  for  about  two  hours  in  the 
afternoon,  Mr.  J.  Sullivan  caught  three  dozen  brown 
trout  in  Cummeravanig  lake ;  and  on  another  day 
another  angler  creeled  thirty-nine  on  Drenane  lake 
in  about  three  hours. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  opened  on 
Feb.  1,  and  theie  was  nothing  done  with  the  rod 
but  a  few  spiing  fish  and  some  sea- trout.  The 
weather  has  been  bad  for  the  last  month  with 
storm  and  rain.  It  is  only  now  the  river  is  coming 
into  order.  There  was  a  good  number  of  spring  fish 
got  in  the  weirs  last  week. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Lon^bs  Conn  and  Cnllen  iBallina.  co. 
Mayo). — At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  looks 
clear,  and  water  falling  rapidly.  During  the  week 
no  salmon  anglers  have  been  out  owing  to  the  dis- 
coloured water.  The  run  of  salmon  in  ihe  river  is  a 
big  one,  and  plenty  of  springers  are  resting  in  the 
pools.  Trout  anglers  are  having  very  nice  sport. 
When  this  flood  falls  very  good  sport  may  be  ex- 
rected.  Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  order. — Pat 
Heahnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone).  —  Should  the  broken 
weather  continue  it  is  very  much  feared  that  the 
salmon  fishing  with  rod  and  line  will  deteriorate 
with  the  heavy  rains  and  sleet  that  have  fallen, 
and  may  continue  to  fall  during  the  coming  week. 
It  is  very  probable  the  floods  will  continue  rising. 
This  wiU  place  a  considerable  check  on  the  work  of 
salmon  fishing.  Even  during  the  past  week  there 
has  been  a  vety  perceptible  falling  off.  There  was 
not  a  fish  killed  by  rod,  and  only  about  twenty  in 
hte  nets. — Frank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — A  still  further  ri^e 
of  water  may  be  expected,  as  rain  has  fallen  heavily 
during  the  ra=t  few  days.  On  Doona=s,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  one  salmon,  31  lb.  On  Newgarden 
the  fishermen  killed  three  salmon,  15Jlb.,  23|lb., 
18^1b.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon.  261b.  On  Erinagh.  Colonel  Williams  killed 
one  salmon,  221b.  ;  the  fishermen  killed  also  three 
salmon,  371b.,  251b.,  and  27|lb. — ^John  Eneight 
and  Son. 

Shannon   and  Lon$rh  Derg  (Killaloe) — We 

have  had  fully  a  fortnight  of  tempestuous  weather, 
but  last  night  a  storm  accompanied  by  torrents  of 
rain  surpassed  in  violence  any  I  remember  during 
the  seventy- three  years  I  have  lived  on  the  Shannon. 
Sport  m  consequence  has  been  almost  nil,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  the  water  is  bank  high,  so  high,  indeed, 
that  it  will  take  some  days  before  it  will  be  fishable. 
My  preserves,  which  I  have  let  to  officers  of  the 
Guards  in  London  for  April,  will  be  the  only  place 
where  a  line  can  be  thrown.  Therefore,  later  on  we 
expect  salmon  fishing  will  greatly  improve. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (March  12). — This  time  last  week  there 
was  nothing  to  report  except  the  prevalence  of 
influenza,  and  now  there  is  little  to  say  about  fishing. 
One  or  two  more,  scarcely  successful,  efforts  to 
negotiate  with  the  occupants  of  the  Vaudois  waters 
found  this  to  be  still  low  and  clear,  but  fleets  of 
Dims  have  at  last  appeared,  and  a  couple  of  pioneer 
trout  were  seen  to  rise.  The  water  was  too  bright 
)or  spinning  except  near  its  discharge  into  Lac 
Leman,  where  at  least  one  comfortable- looking 
trout  was  captured  on  the  Native  Wobbler  bait — a 
minnow  threaded  on  a  salmon  hook.  Last  night 
and  to  dsy  there  has  been  a  strong,  hot  foshn 
wind  blowing — the  herald  of  rain — -and  the  dark 
mountain  sides  are  beginning  to  show  through  their 
silvery  coating  of  snow.  This  and  the  appearance 
of  Stockalper  fishing  tickets  on  the  market  may 
indicate  an  approaching  change  towards  fishing 
conditions. — Benwyan, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  continuous  gales  which 
have  prevailed  throughout  the  past  eight  days  with 
varying  intensity  have  put  a  serious  check  on  all 
pier  angling ;  but  during  the  quieter  periods  some 
very  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  few  ardent 
anglers  who  braved  the  elements.  On  March  9, 
Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  Dunstone  each  f^ecured  a  few 
codling,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Young  and  the 
above-named  met  with  success  during  evening  hours. 
Mr.  Turner  fished  for  a  short  time  on  March  11,  but 
the  south-west  gale  then  raging  soon  caused  him  to 
retire  to  more  comfortable  quarters.  Mr.  E.  F. 
Lamb,  B. S. A. S.,  and  several  other  gentlemen  took 
a  few  codling  on  the  following  day,  and  Mr. 
Dunstone's  mixed  bag  included  a  fine  shad. 
During  the  temporary  lull  in  the  weather  on 
March  13  Mr.  Turner  secured  nine  codling; 
Mr.  Waddell  seven,  and  several  others  a  smaller 
number.  These  fish  were  taken  quite*  close  to  the 
shore,  and  were  gorged  with  sprats,  a  quantity  of 
which  were  netted  by  local  boats  on  this  day.  Mr. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  B.S.A.S.,  took  several  large  codlings 
on  March  14 ;  Mr.  Band  made  a  mixed  bag  of  a 
dozen  fish,  and  Mr.  Turner  totalled  fourteen;  Mr. 
Young  and  Mr.  Waddell  each  getting  two  or  three 
larger  fish.  Only  two  rods  were  plied  on  March 
15  in  the  morning,  and  the  very  strong  wind 
then  prevailing  marred  all  attempts  at  fishing, 
but  the  afternoon  results  were  much  more  satisfac- 
tory, small  codling  and  pouting  coming  freely  to 
hand.  Mr.  Turner's  catch  totalled  over  thirty,  and 
Mr.  Band  and  others  were  also  more  than  satisfied 
with  their  respective  catches.— J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Storms  of  wind  and  rain  have 
prevented  much  fishing,  even  the  regular  smacks 
and  hookers  have  made  several  attempts  to  get  out, 
but  have  been  obliged  to  run  to  shelter.  Very 
little  fish  has  been  brought  in,  and  this  only  by  the 
steam  trawlers,  several  of  which,  belonging'  to 
France,  have  been  obliged  to  get  under  the  cover 
of  our  land-locked  bay.  The  piers  and  wharves 
have  been  entirely  deserted,  but  as  the  barometer 
is  rising  while  I  write  we  may  hope  for  better 
weather. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  for  two  or  three  weeks 
has  been  very  stormy,  and  angling  has  practically 
been  at  a  standstill.  The  heavy  groimd-swell  has 
made  the  water  so  thick  that  it  is  of  very  little  use 
venturing  out.  However,  when  the  weather  is  at  all 
fine  a  few  hardy  afiglers  have  tried  their  luck  in  the 
harbour  and  from  the  pier  with  varying  resu'ts,  the 
catches  as  a  rule  being  rather  small.  Bass  seem  to 
give  the  best  sport,  although  a  few  pollack  have 
also  been  taken.  There  have  been  a  lot  of  bass 
taken  in  the  nets  along  the  shore  by  Sandsfoot 
Castle,  thus  proving  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
about,  but  owing  to  the  breakwater  they  cannot 
find  their  way  round  the  shore  and  into  the  harbour 
as  they  used  to,  and  the  weather  having  been  much 
too  rough  to  reach  their  feeding  grounds  by  boat. 
— C.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute  on  Monday  next,  March  20, 
at  eight  p.m.,  when  nominations  of  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  mpde 
previous  to  election  at  the  annual  general  meeting 
to  be  held  on  April  17. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  over  our  usual  meeting 
on  March  8.  Our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  and  the 
chairman  having  consented  to  ac£  as  captains  in 
the  "  sides  "  competition  to  be  held  at  HareSeld  on 
March  26,  chose  their  respective  teams.  A  nomina- 
tion for  membership  was  put  before  the  meeting, 
and  a  few  matters  of  business  having  been  discussed 
and  disposed  of,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman.  Our  club  competition  on 
March  12  was  greatly  marred  by  the  stormy  weather. 
Still,  there  was  a  fair  number  of  members  at  Hare- 
field,  but  only  one  prize,  however,  out  of  five  was 
taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  Gobell.  The  remaining 
four  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  March  19.  Mr. 
Yarham  had  some  fair  samples  of  roach  (best, 
1  lb.  2ioz),  and  Mr.  Swain  also  had  roach  from 
Harefield.  This  section  of  the  society's  water  is 
open  up  to  and  including  March  31  for  roach  and 
chub,  and  on  April  1  for  trout.  The  other  sections 
are  now  closed  for  the  usual  fence  months. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Particularly  well  attended,  many  fishing  reports, 
and  well-filled  trays  were  the  characteristics  of  the 
ineeting  at   the  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last. 


Amongst  the  fish  shown  were  most  of  the  following 
catches : — Mr.  Warne,  from  St.  Ives,  four  chub^ 
best,  41b.  loz.,  31b.  14oz.,  etc.,  and  a  fine  roach  ; 
Mr.  Worsley,  near  Cambridge,  one  pike  over  171b. ; 
Mr.  Martinez,  private  water,  six  pike,  best,  111b., 
one  perch,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  Tilehurst,  seven 
roach  and  several  perch  ;  Mr.  Lowe,  Hampt  >n 
Court,  ninety  good  dare  ani  one  trout  nearly  21b. 
(returned) ;  Mr.  James.  Brandon,  eight  fine  dace 
and  a  good  perch ;  Messrs.  W.  and  T.  Gilbert, 
Twickenham,  roaoh,  perch,  and  gulgeon;  Mr.  Cox, 
sen.,  Sonning,  five  good  chub  and  one  dace;  Mr. 
Canton,  private  water,  nine  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Birch, 
at  Leigh,  three  dozen  good  dabs.  The-e  were  also 
many  other  reports.  Subjest  to  confirmation  by 
committee,  the  roa-ih  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Cox, 
jun.,  chub  by  Mr.  Cox,  sen.,  and  that  for  dace  by 
Mr.  James.  Anew  member  was  balloted  for  and 
elected.  .A.  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awai-ded  to 
Mr.  AVheeler  for  a  valuable  gift  of  a  painting  by 
Rowland  Knight  as  a  pri^.e  to  be  fished  for ;  also  to 
Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  for  a  fine  large  map  of  the  Thames 
and  Medway,  nicely  framed ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker, 
who  presented  a  very  useful  book ;  and  Mess-s. 
Beamont,  jun.,  Higgs,  and  Isaacs,  photos  and  post- 
cards. It  was  announced  that  but  few  tickets 
remain  untaken  for  the  supper  on  March  21,  also 
that  despite  very  adverse  weather  the  outing  to 
Wraysbury  was  successfully  carried  out  on  Satur- 
day last,  but  few  fish  were  taken.  However,  Mr. 
Bohling  won  the  roach  prize  with  a  fish  of  over  fib., 
Mr.  Salisbury  being  very  close  up,  a  very  enjoyable 
supper  and  angler's  evening  takmg  place  afterwards 
at  the  Old  Five  Bells,  Horton.  The  usual  C-L.P.S. 
toast,  also  that  of  "The  Successful  Anglers,"  together 
with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
brought  to  a  conclusion  one  of  the  best  attended 
meetings  the  society  has  held. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last  under  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders. 
Several  applications  for  membership  were  received, 
and  one  gentleman  nominated  for  election.  Several 
members  braved  the  elements  during  the  week-end, 
but  had  very  little  sport  to  reward  their  persever- 
ance, though  one  member  was  successful  in 
taking  three  jack  weighing  in  the  aggregate  341b. 
The  turning  in  of  over  500  trout  from  the  Chess 
River  Trout  Farm  on  March  11  induced  several 
members  to  visit  Cnesham  to  witness  this  operation. 
They  were  a  splendid  lot,  and  gave  grsat  satisfaction 
to  those  present.  During  the  trout  close  season 
nearly  650  trout,  some  of  21b.  and  upwards,  have 
been  placed  in  the  Society's  waters,  and  these,  with 
the  good  head  of  fish  at  the  end  of  the  trout  season, 
make  the  pi-ospects  of  "  the  First  "  of  quite  a  rosy 
colour.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  better  weather  will 
succeed  that  which  we  are  now  getting.  The  dis- 
cussion on  "  Fishing  Gut  "  is  postponed  to  March  21. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  G.  McClintoek  Lind  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  discussion  turned  principally  on 
the  House  Dinner  of  the  previous  Monday.  The 
arrangements  in  connection  with  it  gave  every  satis- 
faction, and  there  i^  no  doubt  that  these  pleasant 
little  social  functions  have  come  to  stay.  The  only 
angler  who  had  ventured  out  was  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt, 
who  despite  the  gale  of  Saturday,  March  11,  made 
a  mixed  bag  of  roach,  bream,  and  chub  at 
Uxbridge.  The  wind,  however,  was  reported  to 
have  been  terrific,  and  the  river  resembled  a  sea 
more  than  a  stream.  It  has  been  arranged  to  hold 
a  fly  and  bait  casting  tournammt  for  members 
only  at  Uxbridge  on  Saturday,  March  25.  A  sub- 
c  mamittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown, 
W.  M.  Colles,  H.  T.  Sheringham,  and  0.  H.  Wheeley, 
has  drawn  up  rules  and  arranged  certain  very  interes- 
ting events.  Members  have  been  fully  informed  on 
the  subject  by  postcard.  It  is  intended  to  have  a 
dinner  at  LTxbridge  after  the  competitions  are  c  in- 
cluded. The  Society  will  exhibit  at  the  forth- 
coming Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's 
Court,  and  will  make  a  splendid  show  with  some  of 
the  many  fine  specimens  which  now  grace  the  walls 
of  the  Salon  at  the  Holborn  Restaui-ant.  Roach 
fishing  is  still  permissible  at  Uxbridge.  as  the  season 
for  this  fish  does  not  tarminate  until  March  31. — 
Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

Tanfield  Angling  Club. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  flourishing 
association  was  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Leeds, 
on  March  1.  Mr.  W.  D.  Arton,  J. P.,  occupied  the 
chair.  Mr.  B.  E.  Fisher  was  re-elected  hon. 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Francis  J\I.  Walbran  hon.  secre- 
tary ;  all  the  committee  were  re-elected.  The  club 
have  at  present  about  1000  two-year-old  trout  in 
their  rearing  ponds,  and  these  will  shortly  be  turned 
out  into  the  river.  In  addition  they  have  20,000 
ova  in  the  hatching  boxes.  The  trout  season  opens 
on  April  1. — F.  M.  Walbran. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Gun  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Monday  evening  last  at  their  club  -  house  in 
Bath-street.  The  dinner  was  well  attended,  and  all 
enjoyed  the  good  things  placed  upon  the  table  by 
Host  and  Hostess  Twookey.  After  the  good  repast 
had  been  partaken,  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president  of 
the  association,  presided,  and  after  the  toast  Ust 
had  been  gone  through,  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent  listening  to  some  good  songs  ren- 
dered by  several  well-known  Birmingham  vocalists. 
A  number  of  our  clubs  turned  out  on  March  12  last  to 
fish  their  bye-contests,  but  they  met  with  very  bad, 
rainy  and  windy,  weather,  and  sport  was  of  a  most 
wretched  character,  as  in  some  instances  no  prizes 
were  taken.  The  Severn,  Avon,  and  also  canals 
were  visited,  but  the  results  were  in  every  contest 
very  disappointing,  and  a  large  number  of  good 
prizes  will  be  left  over  until  the  season  opens  again. 
We  are  having  another  exhibition  at  Bingley 
Hall,  which ; opens  on  March  23  next,  and  will 
remain  open  until  June  17,  the  proceeds  of  which 
will  be  given  towards  the  cost  of  purchasing  and 
rebuilding  the  Marie  Hall  Convalescent  Home  for 
Women,  near  Llandudno.  A  stand  will  be  erected 
by  the  committee  for  a  display  of  specimen  fish. 
Mr.  G.  Stanley,  the  manager,  will  give  a  silver  cup  for 
competition,  and  other  prizes  will  be  offered  for  the 
best  specimen  shown.  A  number  ofjcomplimentary 
tickets  will  be  given  to  the  exhibitors.  The  form  of 
the  competition  for  the  cup  and  other  prizes  will  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  association  committee. 
The  space  being  Hmited,  only  the  best  specimen  fish 
will  be  staged.  The  exhibits  are  for  members  of  the 
association.  All  fish  to  be  sent  to  the  Hall  on 
Monday,  March  20,  between  2  and  7  p.m.  Trout 
fishing  so  far  has  been  poor,  as  the  fish  in  our  local 
streams  are  not  in  condition.  A  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  St.  Paul's  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
(March  14),  a  strong  muster  attended.  Business  of 
the  evening,  balance-sheet,  and  to  decide  place  for 
annual  contest.  Number  of  members  on  the  books 
is  185.  Fifty  new  members  have  joined  this  year. 
Balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  society  is 
£27  16s.  ll^d.  Delegates,  Copeland,  Tabberner, 
Jackson.  Upton-on-Severn  the  place  for  the  annual 
contest. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

From  most  of  the  pike  streams  come  reports  of 
exceptional  success  right  up  to  the  end  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season.  Both  weather  and  water 
could  not  have  been  improved  upon,  and  angleis 
have  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
their  achievements  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
The  most  recent  sport  on  the  Forty-foot  included  a 
brace  of  pike  (which  fell  to  one  rod),  weighing  21  lb. 
Both  were  taken  in  the  Dunsby  Fen  district  with 
artificial  bait  on  March  10.  Several  other  good 
fish  were  killed  in  the  same  locality,  scaling  up  to 
8Ib.  The  Welland  in  the  Deeping  district  has  also 
yielded  some  magnificent  fish  ;  amongst  the  best 
for  enumeration  were  a  brace  (also  to  one  rod), 
weighing  181b.  and  9pb.  A  Spalding  angler  (Mr. 
J.  H.  Dennis)  reports  that  while  fishing  with  live- 
bait  in  the  Counter  Drain  he  landed,  within  ten 
minutes,  two  pike  scaling  respectively  12flb.,  and 
another  of  191b.  The  smaller  fish  had  hold  of  the 
larger  one,  which  seized  the  bait  a  second  time. 
The  best  fish  on  the  Witham  have  been  met  with 
in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  and  amongst  other  good 
captures  were  three  pike  of  91b.,  71b.,  and  4|lb.,  all 
faUing  to  one  rod.  Roach  fishing  has  been  pursued 
with  variable  results,  but  on  the  middle  reaches  of 
the  Witham  yellow  paste  has  been  used  with 
gratifying  success. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  has  been  in  grand  trim  for  the  past 
few  days,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  especially 
among  roach,  and  from  the  Wansford,  Brigham, 
Fishholme,  Hempholme,  and  Wilfholme  districts 
several  good  specimens  have  been  shown  at  the 
various  anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city,  amongst 
which  Mr.  Arthm-  Marshall  showed  one  of  1  lb. 
10|oz.,  one  of  lib.  5oz.,  and  a  half-pound  dace; 
Mr.  J.  Fullerton  one  weighing  1  lb.  8|oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Cheeseman  had  one  of  1  lb.  3oz.  from  Wawne ; 
Mr.  Woodall  has  also  taken  one  of  1  lb.  4oz. 
The  trout  season  promises  very  well  in  this  district, 
and  the  fish  seem  to  be  in  very  fair  condition,  but 
at  present  the  weather  is  rather  stormy.  The  Star 
Angling  Association  held  a  special  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  Ferry  House,  Stoneferry- 
on-the-Hull,  and  have  arranged  to  hold  their  opening 
match  on  April  21  at  Patrington  Haven. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  very  imsettled  here,  with  squally 
winds  and  heavy  rain ;  fairly  warm  one  hour,  the 
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next  enough  to  cut  one  in  two — -March  weather  in 
fact.  Amongst  it  all  a  fair  number  of  trout  are 
being  creeled,  both  with  fly  and  worm,  the  latter 
bait  predominating  ;  and  amongst  others  that  came 
under  my  notice  for  the  week  were  two  of  the  re- 
spective weights  of  23oz.  and  19oz.  Both  fish  were 
killed  on  the  Kent,  the  heavier  one  with  running 
worm,  and  the  other  with  fly.  This  stream,  which 
is  but  an  ordinary  north  country  beck,  holds  some 
good  trout  in  its  lower  reaches.  They  are  but  the 
common  brook  trout,  but  they  sometimes  will  aver- 
age ilb.  apiece,  with  an  occasional  pounder  and 
upwards  thrown  in.  I  took  eight  on  March  7  from 
it,  which  were  2oz.  short  of  41b.,  and  the  previous 
day  had  fourteen  which  pulled  just  over  61b.  On 
March  1 1  this  stream  was  in  flood,  and  in  its  higher 
reaches  baskets  running  up  to  thirty  trout  were 
taken;  but,  as  I  foretold  a  few  weeks  ago,  they 
were  on  the  poor  side  as  regards  condition.  The 
lower  reaches  were  unfishable,  owing  to  sewage 
matter  being  turned  wholesale  into  the  stream.  It 
is  far  too  wild  at  present  to  even  think  of  Winder- 
mere, let  alone  fish  it. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Longsight  Angling  Society  have  just  con- 
cluded another  fiLnancial  year  satisfactorily.  Mr. 
Frost  is  the  champion  for  the  third  successive 
season.  Five  contest?  ire  arranged  for  the  coming 
season.  The  Warrington  Association  announce  the 
termination  of  their  agreement  with  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery.  Right  up  to  the  last  day  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season  the  interest  was  maintained  by 
Liverpool  rods.  Great  preparations  are  in  progress 
for  the  coming  season  all  over  this  county,  and  it  is 
sure  to  be  a  busy  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER.  - 

The  last  meeting  of  the  CP. A. A.I  was  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest.  Our  city  rods  are  tackling 
the  close  season  with  regret,  but  buoyed  up  with 
the  prospect  of  June  16.  The  hardship  will  not  be 
felt  until  the  Easter  Holidays  are  with  us,  and  then 
the  shoe  will  pinch.  The  Buckland  and  Ardwick 
Angling  Societies  held  their  first  of  a  series  of  friendly 
visits  on  March  15.  Last  week-end  the  Welcomb 
and  Ardwick  Angling  Societies  had  contests  by  way 
of  winding  up  the  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy,  and  on  the 
closing  day  the  Trent  contained  a  good  deal  of 
colour.  All  the  tributaries  were  swollen,  and  the 
wind  blew  furiously.  Many  anglers,  however,  were 
out,  and  for  once  in  a  way  Shardlow  was  numer- 
ously attended  by  wielders  of  the  pike  rod.  But 
sport  was  anything  but  lively,  owing  to  the  thick 
water  in  evidence.  A  friend  and  myself  tried  above 
Shardlow,  and  after  taking  two  roach  in  our  first 
three  attempts,  never  had  another  nibble.  Weston 
basin  and  pool  had  many  pike  rods  upon  them,  but 
none  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  run.  In  the  closing 
days  of  last  week  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  killed,  with  a  friend,  eight  handsome  fish, 
including  one  of  151b.  Mr.  R.  Evans  had  a  brace 
of  121b.  from  Wilford  Lake,  in  which,  too,  Mr.  W. 
Wright  creeled  a  roach  of  1  lb.  7oz.  and  a  chub  of 
31b.  6oz.  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  Mr.  H.  Williams  were 
successful  in  the  Foremark  district,  getting  nineteen 
fine  roach,  one  perch,  and  one  chub.  They  were 
tempted  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm.  The 
Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  have  engaged  in 
two  competitions  near  Trent  Lock.  Conditions,  how- 
ever, were  extremely  adverse,  and  only  very  light 
creels  were  made.  I  deeply  regret  to  have  to 
announce  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart., 
of  Stoke  Hall,  near  Newark.  He  was  a  liberal 
friend  of  anglers,  the  WeUington  Society  in  par- 
ticular. He  had  undergone  an  operation  for  a 
severe  internal  complaint.  The  funeral  took  place 
at  Stoke  on  Wednesday. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Derwent,  at  East  Cottingwith,  has  yielded 
one  of  the  latest  pike  worthy  of  note,  the  fish, 
weighing  19 Jib.,  being  caught  by  Mr.  Sleights, 
butcher,  of  the  Shambles,  York.  The  angler  was 
not  ashamed  of  his  catch,  as  passers-by  could  testify. 
After  the  pike  had  been  on  view  a  little  while,  a 
near  neighbour  of  prime  ox  and  heifer  beef,  it  came 
under  tne  knife,  was  cooked,  and  speedily  dis- 
appeared. On  March  15  representatives  of  the  York 
Amalgamation  proceeded  to  Husthwaite,  near  Cox- 
wold,  and  stocked  their  newly-acquired  waters  with 
the  five  hundred  yearling  trout  supplied  by  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board.  Tliis  is  a  very  good  stream,  and 
anglers  are  anticipating  favourable  results.  Speaking 
generally,  the  trout  prospects  have  been  much  im- 
proved by  the  recent  rains.  The  nearest  waters 
for  trout  angling  from  the  City  of  York  are  those  of 
Wilberfoss  Beck.  The  pohcy  of  the  Fishery  Board 
in  the  matter  of  the  rod  licence  has  its  detractors. 
One  of  the  murmuring  disciples  believes  that  if  an 
increased  revenue  is  yielded  by  the  general  trout 
licence  it  will  probably  lead  to  additional  expendi- 
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ture  on  water  bailiffs.  There  is  no  actual  guarantee 
that  any  excess  of  receipts  will  be  devoted  to  tho 
coarse  fishers'  interests.  The  pjor  salmon  will 
always  take  all  the  money.  It,  is  suggested  that 
the  coarse  fishers  could  manage  to  have  a  board  of 
their  own,  and  that  tho  law  allows  it. 

(     NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Exceptionally  severe  weather  has  prevailed 
throughout  the  country  during  the  past  week,  and 
only  in  very  favoured  localities  could  any  angling 
be  done.  Lake  fishing  was  very  difficult  everywhere, 
and  at  many  places,  in  fact,  impossible  during  tho 
greater  part  of  the  time.  In  the  favourable  intervals 
good  sport  was  had  on  all  the  principal  Cork  rivers, 
notably  on  the  Blackwater  and  the  Lee.  The  Boyno 
fished  well  considering  the  existing  conditions,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  more  or  less  to  the  principal 
rivers  in  Ulster  and  Connaught  where  anglers  have 
boon  out.  Things  continue  to  go  on  very  satisfactory 
at  the  hatcheries,  and  in  the  Killarney  district 
322,000  eyed  ova  are  in  the  hatcheries  (three) 
there. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  dismal  weather  of  the  past  week  kept  many 
anglers  from  the  rivers.  The  latter,  as  a  rule,  are 
in  fair  order.  The  suggested  introduction  of  the 
grayling  to  Irish  waters  would  hardly  be  a  success, 
as  the  pursuit  of  that  fish  in  the  winter  months 
would  most  probably  clash  with  the  protection  of 
salmon  and  trout,  particularly  in  the  North.  The 
late  spates  in  the  Lennon  brought  up  a  considerable 
run  of  spring  salmon.  About  the  Ramelton  and 
Kilmacrenan  pools  very  good  sport  was  had  in  the 
past  ten  days.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries 
were  handicapped  this  week  by  very  severe  weather. 
The  opening  month  was  fairly  successful,  and  the 
size  of  the  fish  has  materially  improved,  thereby 
justifying  the  imposition  of  the  size  limit  some 
years  ago,  and  which  caused  such  trouble  at  first. 


"ilofcs  from  f^c  ^oxll^. 

The  rivers  are  getting  into  fine  fettle  after  last 
week's  spates,  and  sport  will  be  bright  now  for  some 
time  to  come. 


Mrs.  Morrison,  Glassel,  fishing  on  the  Upper  Drum 
Dee  Water,  had  a  nice  fish  of  71b.  on  March  6. 
This  was  the  only  fin  seen  on  that  part  of  the  Dee 
for  the  week. 


An  early  run  of  grilse  portends  a  good  season  and 
heavy  weights  towards  the  thick  of  the  run  in  July. 

The  Ythan  Ellon  Castle  tickets  are  to  be  sus- 
pended during  the  month  of  April,  but  the  other 
portions  of  the  river  will  be  open.  There  is  an 
unprecedented  run  of  finnock  there  just  now. 


The  worm  is  being  prohibited  on  certain  parts  of 
the  Ythan,  and  high  time,  too.  There  is  always 
plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  with  the  fly,  and  when  the 
water  is  not  in  condition  the  fish  can  get  a  rest. 

Mr.  Dan  McRae  had  351b.  finnock  and  sea-trout 
on  March  9,  on  the  Bronnie.  The  half  would  have 
been  a  good  basket  to  most. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  dropped  about 
£1000  this  year  already  on  their  returns  from  their 
netting  stations.  As  this  is  a  fair  criterion  of  what 
the  results  are  all  round,  it  gives  some  idea  of  the 
slump  in  the  salmon  supply. 

It  is  not  the  want  of  fish  but  the  weather  that  is 
to  blame.  Happily  for  anglers  on  the  larger  rivers, 
such  as  the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  there  was  a  fine 
early  run  of  spring  fish  before  the  season  opened. 

Lord  and  Lady  Harlech  have  joined  Lord  B3rke- 
ley's  party  at  Fochabers,  for  angling  on  the  Spey. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  Lady 
Helen  Gordon  Lennox  have  left  Speyside.  They 
had  only  fair  sport  during  their  three  weeks  stay. 

The  Spey  pollution  case  was  in  the  House  of  Lords 
this  week,  and  decided  against  the  distillers. 

It  is  reported  that  the  King  has  placed  Balmoral 
at  the  disDosal  of  the  Grand  Duchess  Sergius  when 
she  feels  inclined  for  a  change.  She  spent  many 
happy  days  of  her  girlhood  at  Balmoral,  and  was 
regarded  as  the  prettiest  of  the  Princesses  then  at 
Court.   

The  German  gunboat  engaged  in  the  scientific 
observations  in  the  North  Sea  came  into  Aberdeen 
on  Monday  to  coal.  She  is  to  work  between  Aber- 
deen and  Shetland  for  some  time.  The  experts 
came  ashore  and  visited  the  Bay  of  Nigg  hatchery. 

Special  Scotch. 
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^offings  bp  i^c  iSag. 

"  Frama  your  mind  to  mirth  and  merriment,  which 
bars  a  thousand  harms  and  lengthens  life." — Shake- 

SPEABE. 


I  HEAR  that  in  spite  of  the  bad  times  the  secretary 
of  the  A.B.S.  has,  by  strenuous  efforts,  compiled 
a  splendid  prize  list,  so  the  virtue  of  many  of  those 
who  go  down  to  Rye  House  to-morrow,  March  19. 
to  swell  the  funds  by  their  entrance  fee  will  "  meet 
its  reward."  There  are  nearly  ninety  prizes,  many 
of  which  will  be  given  in  cash  this  year,  as  that  is 
perhaps  the  more  acceptable  form  when  trade  is  so 
slack.  There  are  about  twenty  prizes,  ranging  from 
£2  to  7s.  6d.,  while  many  of  the  prizes  in  kind  will 
be  over  a  guinea  in  value.  Big  competitions  are 
hardly  to  my  liking,  but  who  can  deprecate  them 
when  under  the  cegis  of  such  men  as  Wade,  Wood- 
ruff, and  the  other  well-known  anglers  who  run  to 
aid  such  a  good  object.  The  A.B.S.  has  been  hard 
hit  this  year,  and  a  little  bird  told  me  they  have 
had  to  draw  on  the  reserve  in  the  Post  Office,  but 
I  am  quite  sure  every  appeal  has  been  cheerfully 
entertained  and  each  case  relieved  to  the  fullest 
extent  on  its  merits,  so  come  and  fill  the  special 
train  from  Liverpool-street   at  9  a.m.     I  have 


The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  that  very  flourishing 
society  known  as  the  "  B.  S.  A.  S."  was  held  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  15 
The  re  was  a  very  large  attendance,  and  all  were 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  by 
the  committee  for  their  comfort.  The  Hotel  Cecil 
is  noted  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
cater  for  anglers  and  others.  This  was  the 
Menu. 

Anchovies.  Sardines. 
OUves. 

Consomme  with  Asparagus  Pointes. 
Pea  Soup. 
Salmon  Chablis  Sauce. 
Cucumber  Salad. 
Chicken  Fricasse  Italienne. 
Saddle  of  Lamb. 
New  Potatoes.  Mushrooms. 
Brussels  Sprouts. 
Roast  Aylesbury  Duckling. 
Salad. 
Braised  Celery. 
Apple  Charlotte. 
Strawberry  Ice  Pudding. 
Dessert. 

*  *  •  *  * 

A  good  dinner,  some  good  wine,  good  cigars,  and 
"excellent  company,"  not  forgetting  the  artistes 


"  Now  THEN  '  Dragnet,'  Come  Home  ! 


ordered  my  usual  corner  seat  facing  the  engine,  and 
the  more  I  see  there,  the  more  shall  I  enjoy  Host 
Abel's  capital  lunch,  albeit  the  price  thereof  is 
moderate. 


This  nice  little  letter  came  from  that  good  angler 
and  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society  :  "  Dear 
Dragnet, — Once  again  we  may  write  '  Finis,'  for  the 
season  1904-5  ends  to-day  (Tuesday,  March  14).  We 
have  had  some  splendid  roach  weighed  in  by  Mr. 
M.  O.  Noble,  up  to  1  lb.  8oz.  Tench  have  been  mad 
on  the  feed  during  the  past  ten  days,  as  many  as 
thirty  good  fish  of  4lb.  each  being  taken  from  the 
Frend.  Our  record  this  year  has  been  good  regard- 
ing specimen  fish,  but  no  great  quantities  have  been 
recoided.  The  river  is  now  coloured  and  looks  like 
going  into  flood.  We  must  now  live  on  past  memories 
and  put  our  tackle  in  order,  to  be  in  readiness  for 
another  season,  and  I  sincerely  hope  we  may  all  be 
spared  to  participate  therein. — Yours  truly,  Edward 

COLLINSON." 


"  Tis  the  company  and  not  the  charge  that 
makes  the  feast."  This  quotation  is  from  a  work 
known  to  many  anglers  as  "  TheCompleat  Angler," 
by  I.  Walton.  The  same  quotation  appears  on  a 
prettUy  prmted  card  sent  by  Hon.  Secretary 
Bentley,  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
requestmg  "Dragnet"  to  dine  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  March  21,  at  seven  of  the  clock,  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.  Will  try.  "  The 
spirit  is  willing,"  etc. 


and  speakers,  who  helped  to  make  the  function  a 
success,  left  all  present  in  the  best  of  good  humour. 
On  the  back  cover  of  the  eight-page  programme 
was  a  picture,  entitled,  "  Bill  Baily,  Come  Home." 
Others,  as  well  as  "Bill,"  were  exhorted  to  "  come 
home"  early,  and  so  they  did — in  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning.    Good  boys  ! 


This  is  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co., 
137,  St.  John-street-road: — "A  very  nice  pike  of 
17ilb.  was  taken  near  Cambridge  under  exceptional 
circumstances  last  week  by  Mr.  Worsley,  of  the 
City  of  London  Piscatorials.  He  had  not  been 
piking  before  (his  fishing  being  mainly  done  in  the 
sea),  and  consequently  was  short  of  a  gaff  or  landing 
net.  He  had  not  been  fishing  long  when  his  bait 
was  taken,  and  he  found  he  was  into  a  fish  which 
gave  him  some  little  trouble.  He  played  it  for 
some  time,  and  then  in  desperation  actually  swung 
the  fish  out  of  the  water  ;  the  tackle  was  sufficiently 
strong  to  give  the  fisii  the  necessary  impetus  before 
breaking,  the  pike  luckily  falling  on  the  bank. 
Mr.  Worsley  immediately  closed  witn  it  in  approved 
Grseco-Roman  style,  and  got  him  safely  on  the  mat, 
at  the  cost  of  a  tine  strong  coating  of  slime.  We 
have  the  fish  for  preservation ;  it  is  a  very  pretty 
fish  with  a  small  head." 


In  the  current  issue  of  Amusement,  among  many 
most  interesting  items,  is  a  portrait  of  Mr.  John 
Duxbury,  the  famous  Manchester  elocutionist  who 
appears  at  St.  Bride  Institute  on  the  night  of 
March  23.  ° 


My  friend  Mr.  Gerald  IMoran  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing from  Limerick.  It  is  not  really  a  "  Limerick," 
but  is  entitled,  "By  the  Riverside": — "It  is  not 
always  fish  one  will  see  or  feel  when  he  goes  to  thr 
riverside.  Not  long  ago,  on  a  sunny  evening,  I 
whirred  my  phantom  o'er  the  noisy  Deel.  Now  and 
then  mild  spring  was  giving  a  peep  and  the  fields 
and  meadows  would  glisten  for  the  while.  Just  after 
a  good  '  throw,'  and  as  I  was  'hauling  home'  the  line, 
a  little  hare  came  lurching  down  the  opposite  bank. 
Evidently  she  was  after  being  hunted,  for  the  ruffled 
fur  and  scared  eye  told  as  much  as  she  came  skelping 
do  wn  the  ferns.  She  stood  just  opposite  to  me  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  with  the  brown  sides  swaying 
in  and  out,  and  the  '  hare's  ear  '  and  eye  all  alert.  I 
kept  still,  leaving  the  phantom  in  the  water  and  in 
danger  of  getting  stuck,  but  I  could  not  resist  the  . 
temptation  of  allowing  httle  'bun'  to  pause  and 
look  back  as  long  as  she  pleased.  She  did  not  see 
me,  for  her  eyes  were  with  her  heart,  and  that  was 
towards  the  brace  that  were  vainly  seeking  for  her 
in  the  fields  beyond.  She  then  scudded  away  over 
the  meadows,  and  got  lost  to  sight,  and  I — well,  I 
ploughed  g,way  through  '  the  sunny  deep.'  " 

My  dear  old  friend  "  Rodwell  Hookham"  sends 
me  the  following  clipping  from  that  leading  City 
daily,  the  Financial  News,  whereunto  he  doth  (I 
may  in  confidence  impart)  occasionally  contribute. 
I  seem  to  detect  the  "  good  old  Rodwell "  flavom- 
in  the  concluding  remark: — "A  contemporary 
states  that  a  female  pike,  32in.  long,  recently 
caught  on  Barton  Broad,  Norfolk,  when  opened 
was  fovmd  to  contain  two  roach,  two  pieces  of  wire 
each '  Sin.  long,  two  steel  spannei-s,  two  keys,  a 
portion  of  a  saw,  a  fragment  of  iron,  and  a  part  of 
a  spanner.  Yet  even  these  things  are  as  nothing  to 
the  things  that  have  been  swallowed  from  time  to 
time  by  a  gullible  public  in  its  greedy  haste  to  be 
rich."  The  reflection  seems  indeed  to  me  to  be  an 
expression  of  one  of  the  "  verities  of  verity."  Which 
brings  us  down  to  the  old  philosophy  that  some  of 
the  most  important  lessons  of  human  life  may  be 
learnt  from  a  proper  observation  of  the  sport  of 
angling. 

When  Tommy  went  a-Fishing. 
Tommy,  when  a  little  boy. 

Was  very  fond  of  fishing. 
Nothing  gave  him  greater  joy 

Than  to  see  the  fish  a -kicking. 
Tommy's  sty'e  was  sweet  and  coy. 

And  mother  thought  him  ripping. 
But  when  he  played  the  "  tally-wag," 

His  dad  gave  him  a  licking. 
Tommy  to  the  stream  did  hie 

One  day  when  it  was  raining. 
He  caught  a  cold  in  his  IMt  eye 

But  went  home  uncomplaining. 
Tommy's  father  noticed  this. 

And  saiJ,  "My  boy  your  ailing," 
He  went  and  got  the  family  "swish" 

Which  set  poor  Tommy  wailing. 

— Poor  Tommy. 

The  Medway  was  in  flood  on  Monday  morning 
owing  to  Sunday's  heavy  rains.  The  land  affectec 
extends  for  many  miles,  and  considerable  incon- 
venience was  experienced  in  some  parts,  especially 
in  the  three-mile  stretch  from  Penshurst  to  Ton- 
bridge,  where  the  river  overflowed  its  banks  until  il 
was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breaJth.  Many  road; 
were  impassable. 

In  the  correspondence  columns  th->re  is  at 
account  of  a  serious  misfortune  which  hasovertakec 
that  best  of  good  boatmen,  "Ned  Hanger,"  of  Deal 
Ri'pondez  s'il  vous  plait. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Gib,  at  St.  Bride  Institute 
proved  his  thorough  knowledge  of  voice  production, 
and  I  should  say  his  power  to  improve  singing  and 
speaking  in  the  church  will  be  universally  recognised. 

Mr.  C.  Spilsian,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Watford 
Piscators,  says  that  the  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  April  14  at  the  Maiden  Hotel. 


The  Dawson  footballers  were  sorely  disappointec 
last  Saturday,  their  opponents  failing  to  turn  up 
Truly,  the  weather  was  not  all  tliat  one  coulc 
desiie,  but  still  the  going  was  nice  and  soft,  and 
although  not  an  ideal  day  for  the  tender-hearted 
it  was  par  excellence  for  the  tender-footed.  .  Th< 
"  Dawsons "  were  ready  and  anxious,  and  severa 
of  the  team  stood  looking  lovingly  and  longingly  al 
the  beautiful  little  lakelets  dotted  over  tne  pitch 
However,  the  second  string  managed  to  play  theii 
match  with  the  Elvaston  Reserves,  and  retire-, 
covered  with  mud,  though  not  with  glorj%  as  th( 
"Elvastons"  claimed  the  verdict  by  {four  goal; 
to  one.  Dragnet. 
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ILFORD  AND  DISTRICT  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 


The  Ilford  Piscatorials  spent  a  very  pleasant 
evening  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  dinner  on 
March  9.  Mr.  F.  Hardman  was  pressed  into  the 
chair  o-wing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Benton,  but  though  he  officiated  at  such  short  notice 
no  one  could  have  filled  the  position  with  greater 
success,  and  a  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  gathering 
was  the  large  number  of  visitors  from  other  societies 
who  were  present.  An  excellent  dinner  was  served 
by  Mr.  J.  Hooper,  the  host  of  The  Angel,  Ilford. 
Tables  being  cleared,  and  the  loyal  toasts  having 
been  honoured,  the  gathering  turned  its  attention  to 
the  excellent  programme  arranged  by  the  indefatig 
able  secretary.  To  discriminate  between  so  many 
excellent  artists  is  difficult,  for,  Hke  Bill  Adams' 
comrades,  they  were  "picked  men,  all  on  'em." 


club  in  appropriate  terms.  He  reminded  the  com- 
pany that  the  size  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wells'  landing 
net  wa3  somewhat  above  the  regulation  size  for 
cast  nets,  and  that  since  they  had  collected  round 
the  ground-bait  he  hoped  the  evening  would  not 
pass  without  some  of  them  being  hooked.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  three  or  four  were  hooked  before 
the  time  came  for  hooking  it.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bo  t 
responded.  In  a  mo?t  amusing  speech  he  narrated 
several  little  anecJotes  that  easily  convinced  the 
company  that  he  was  a  very  eligible  gentleman  for 
membership  of  a  piscatorial  club.  [No,  sir, 
nothing  shall  tempt  us  to  set  out  in  cold  print  your 
adventu  63  at  Canterbury,  but  we  wish  we  had 
been  with  you. — Ed.  F.G.]  Mr.  R.  J.  Wells  pro- 
posed the  chairman's  health,  and  this  was  d:unk 
with  musijal  honours.  Mr.  Hardman  replied,  and 
later,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Secretary,"  he 
referred  to  the  g 'eat  debt  of  gratitude  that  the  club 
owed  to  Mr.  Wells.  Since  its  reconstruction  every- 
thing that  had  been  undertaken  by  the  secretary 
had  been  most  successfully  carried  out.  His  remarks 
were  punctuated  and  endorsed  by  the  applause  of 


Their  names  are  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  excel- 
lence of  their  efforts.  During  the  evening  Mr. 
Alex.  E.  Turner  played  a  selection  from  "  The  Earl 
and  the  Girl."  Humorous  songs  were  sung 
by  Messrs.  J.  Welch,  W.  H.  King,  and  T. 
Pelhall.  "  Ralpho  "  was  as  entertaining  as 
ever  with  his  "  Illudons  and  Delusions";  but 
undoubtedly  the  musical  succe;ses  of  the  evening 
were  scored  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Colwill  with  "John  Peel 
and  Widdicombe  Fair,"  and  Messrs.  Munio  Stewa-.t 
and  Edward  Shirley.  The  former  sang  "Ailsa 
Meine  "  and  "  Best  of  All,"  and  the  latter  "  King  of 
the  Owls"  and  "  Believe  Me."  These  two  gentle- 
men also  gave  the  beautiful  duets  "  Excelsior  "  and 
"The  Moon  hath  Raised  Her  Lamp  Above."  In 
proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  Mr.  C.  G. 
Emery,  whose  design  for  the  menu  cover  we  repro- 
duce herewith,  voiced  the  cordial  welcome  of  the 


the  members,  and  Mr.  Wells'  health  was  drunk 
amidst  a  scene  of  great  enthusiasm,  thus  terminating 
a  most  successful  evening.— Hon.  Reporter. 


"  GIBSON  POND  "  IN  THE  SUNNY- 
HURST  WOOD. 


(Specially  Written  for  the  "  Darwen  and  County 
Gazette,"  Saturday,  March  11.) 
SuNNYHUEST  WoOD  13  the  greatest  open  air 
p-ssession  that  the  Darwen  Corporation  posses  es. 
Its  eighty  acres  of  woodland  and  rustic  scenery  a;e 
a  perennial  source  of  joy  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
natural  advantages  of  the  wood,  however,  have  been 
enhanced  by  the  many  beautiful  walks  that  have 
been  made,  and  theie  was  a  still  fvu-ther  attraction 
seen  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  Ellis  Gibson  foi  mally 
handed  over  to  the  town  a  fish  pond  that  he  had  made 
himself.  The  history  of  this  unique  gift  is  as  followa; 


A  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Gibson  took  the  chief  part  in 
constructing  a  number  of  hatcliing  ponds  for  the 
Darwen  Angling  Association.    These,  when  finislied, 
were  much  admired,  and  when  Suimyhurst  Wood 
was  sesured  for  the  town,  Mr.  Gibson  offered 'to  lay 
out  a  fish  pond  in  the  wood.    Some  four  months  ago 
the  offer  was  repeated  and  at^companied  by  a  sketch 
of  the  spot  most  su:tablo  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  would  be  formed.    Tlie  Parks  Committee  tlicr.^- 
upon  accepted  the  gift,  and  Mr.  Gibson  set  to  work 
constructing  it.    It  was  a  task  requiring  no  little 
ingenuity,  but  the  donor,  working  at  it  entirely  by 
himself,  finished  hii  self-appointed  job  about  three 
weeks  ago,  water  was  turae  1  in,  and  on  Saturday 
the    mayor   placed   fifty    rainbow    trout,  whi-h 
had  been  bought  by  Mr.  Gibson,  in  the  pond. 
The  spot  chosen  could  not  possibly  have  been  more 
suitable.    Nestling  in  a  natural  bower  and  at  the 
entrance  to  the  upper  part  of  the  wood,  it  will  be  a 
favourite  spot  with  all  visitors  this  season.    On  a 
summer's  day,  with  the  trout  leaping  for  their  food, 
it  should  present  an  idyllic  scene.    It  is  alongside 
the  pure  stream  that  flows  unceasingly  through  the 
wood,  and  the  water  has  been  partly  diverted  in 
order  to  provide  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water, 
an  outlet  having  been  constructed  at  the  further  end 
of  the  pond  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  over- 
flow back  into  the  stream.    A  little  island  has  been 
made  in  the  centre  and  the  banks  planted  with 
flowery  plants  and  shrubs.     The  poad  is  11.5ft. 
long,  and  37ft.  wide  at  its  broadest  part.  Shortly 
after  two    o'clock    a   little   company  assembled 
round  the  banks  of  "Gibson  Pond."    The  Mayor 
(Councillor  Tomlinson)  was  present,  supported  by 
Alderman  Tomlinson,  Councillors  Robert  Shorrock 
and  Jepson,    Mr.    Smith-Saville,    the  Borough 
Engineer,  Mr.  Charles  Wardley,  Mr.  W.  Gregory, 
Mr.  John  Parke,  and  Mr.  R.  Preston,  and  others. 
The  fish  were  first  taken  out  of  the  vessels  in  which 
they  had  been  sent  by  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Corn- 
pany,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Gibson  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  netted  them  in  the  water.  It 
was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  a  very  beautiful 
selection  of    rainbow  trout    had    been  secured. 
The  average  size  was  12in.,  and   two  that  Mr. 
Smith-Saville  measured  ran  to    17in.    This  duty 
over.  His  Worsliip    the    Mayor    said    that  the 
least  they  could  do  was  to  thank  Mr.  Gibson  for 
his  gift  and  the  arduous  labours  he  must  have 
undergone  in  the  making  of  the  pond.    He  was  sure 
that  tne  Corporation  and  the  ratepayers  in  general 
would  feel  very  grateful  to  Mr.  Gibson  for  what  he 
had  done,  and  as  Mayor  he  felt  deeply  indebted  to 
their  friend  for  having  made  such  a  gilt  during  his 
(the  speaker's)  mayoralty.   The  proceedings  of  that 
day  were  not  of  any  set  nature,  but  as  Mayor  he 
had  great  pleasure  in  moving  that  they  accord  Mr. 
Gibson  their  best  thanks.    Councillor  Shorrock,  in 
the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Parks  Committee 
(Councillor  Worth),  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks, 
and  in  doing  so  said  that  he  was  certain  that 
Mr.  Gibson's  effort  to  add  to  the  attractions  of 
Sunnyhurst  Wood  would  be  highly  appreciated. 
Alderman  Tomlinson,  in  supporting  the  vote,  said 
he  hoped  it  would  be  an  incentive  to  other  towns- 
people to  make  gifts  for  Sunnyhurst  Wood.  There 
was  plenty  of  room  for  such  generosity,  particularly 
in  the  way  of  shrubs  and  trees.    As  they  knew,  the 
tiout  pond  was  entirely  the  work  of  Mr.  Gibson. 
He  (the  speaker)  had  offered  to  provide  Mr.  Gibson 
with  some  labour  at  one  portion  of  the  construc- 
tion, but  their  friend  had  refused  it.    He  insisted 
on  doing  all  the  work  himself,  and  as  they  saw 
before  their  eyes  that  day  it  had  been  well  done. 
The  resolution  was  cordially  approved,   and  in 
responding,  Mr.  Gibson  said  that  the  making  of  the 
pond  had  given  him  the  greatest  possible  pleasuie. 
He  hoped  before  the  summer  was  over  to  be  able  to 
add  some  brown  trout.  Loch  Leven  ti  out,  and  gold- 
fish to  the  stock.    He  was  sure  when  everytning 
was  finally  completed  that  his  townspeople  would 
see  that  there  was  a  greater  pleasure  to  be  foimd  in 
fish  and  tlieir  ways  tnaa  they  had  thought  possible. 
During  the  proceedings  photographs  were  taken  of 
the  scene,  ana  there  were  many  visitors  duang  the 
afternoon. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  50,  Chance,  y-lane,  London,  W.C. 

22,478.  Winches  for  fishing  lines.  Patentees : 
L.  S.  Larsen  and  J.  T.  Weld,  both  of  Aa!esund, 
Brunholmsgaden,  Norway.  Relates  to  a  hauli  ig- 
windi  for  fishing  lines  adapted  to  be  operated  by 
hand  or  steam  power.  The  line  pass  s  round  the 
pulleys,  one  pulley  being  connected  to  the  bevel 
wheel.  An  engine  may  be  a  ranged  in  t'.e  spoce  to 
drive,  by  means  of  a  pinion,  the  toothed  wheel. 
The  lever  is  for  throwing  this  wheel  in  or  out  of 
gear  with  the  pinion. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven   miles  excellent   Trout  Fishing 
reserved   and    free   for  Hotel 
Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "  Maefadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

ARDEONAIG  INN, 

On  the  Banks  of  Loch  Tay. 
Five  minutes'  vpalk  to  Fishing  Ground. 
Good  Boatmen  kept.    Charges  moderate. 

Apply,  P.  Campbell,  Proprietor. 


Imaelog  lake  hotel, 

TY   CHOES,  ANOLESET. 

Bright  bracing  air;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel :  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Corou  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  live 
nil les  drive,  „r  3(1.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inchisive  charge  ;  use  of  Bouts  and  convevance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
I  tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor, T.J.  COTTRELL 

GOOD  FISHXNG. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAms.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 

FISHING 

ON 

DEVERON,  I  SLA,  &  BOGIE. 

I  Comfortable  APARTMENTS,  suitable  for  above 
With  good  Cooking  and  Attendance.  Hi^hlv 
recommended. -Apply,  Mrs.  Brown  Austral 
House,  Huntly,  N.B. 


|the  welham  park 

FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE 

Apply— Donald  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


Si>i?iMg  Trout  Flies. 

MILLER'S  CELEBRATED 

YORKSHIRE  FLIES, 

To  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  1/9  dozen. 

MILLER'S 
SALMON  ARIEL  FLIGHT 

(An  Improved  Dee  Flight), 
Has  already  accounted  for  many  good  fish  1/. 
each.    Extra  Stout  Salmon  Gut,  1/6  each. 

J.  E.  IVriLLER, 

19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


I^^Iout'' fTs^hing.''I™"^I'E''<'''  I-AI^E  fishery 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Pishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAJSn. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike,  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Louglis 
Mask  and  Carra.  Tne  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Catering 
and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms  on 
application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

M.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

lioflorfftm,  Aitffjesey,  K.W. 

co3Et,oz)ar  a:.A.3Bc:i_. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish) 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply, John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

Border  EskandLiddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
[Good  Sea  Trout  Pishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
[of  Donegal  Highlands.  Moderate  Tariff. 
—For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Pbopbietob, 

McOEYXTX'S  HOTEL 

MILFORD,   CO.  DONEGAL. 

FISHING. 


Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station. 

Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in 
elusive).  Two  Rods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
I  freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 
  A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
??}v'^^J"^'^^^^'  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  thesham,  a  capital  Fishery  on  the  Kennet,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  Is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
Hot  information,  apply  to  the  Sborbtary 
Subscription  payable  from  January  1 


One  mile  of  Excellent  Fishing  TO  BE 
LETJfor  a  year  at  Broxboebne.  Heets, 
I (30  minutes  from  Town).    Rent  £5  5.s.  i  ,  . 

per  rod.— Apply,  H.  E.  Foster  &  Chan    o/dwei/lf  Angling  SOCl'etV, 

FIELD,  6,  Poultry,  E.C.  '  ^ 


FISHINGS  TO  LET 

On  the  TEST,  ITCHEN,  ALLEN,  WYLYE, 

FROME,  and  AVON. 
For  particulars  apply  to— 

W.  H.  Pope  &  Co., 

Salisbury. 


This  Society  holds  Pishing  Rights  over  abont  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.WBy) 
Country  headquarters,  Fisheries  Hotel  Harefle'ki 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth)  Over  3  000 
ash  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year.— For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Seorbtart, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHAXNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View  " 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


O        S  E  T  . 

Two  and  a  half  miles  of 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

TO  LET  for  the  season,  river  well 
stocked;  good  Inn  Accommodation.— 
Apply,  Agent,  Estate  Ofiice,  Moreton, 
Dorchester,  Dorset. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

I  To  I-<et    A  Few  Rods 

w,  *""!;;'ind-=>-Iialf  miles  of  the  River  Hiz  ;  also 
lu  Lhl  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
on  the  River  Oughtou.  Uoth  rivers  well  stocked 
iorty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G  N 
Railway).— Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com' 
mander  Fellowes,  R.N,,  Ickleford  Fishery 
Hitchin.  •" 

ROIDS  TO  LET 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fly  rise  ;  IJ  miles  ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually ;  keeper 
found.  £15perRod.-Pullparticularsfrom 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President-^rs.  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  Bart. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
tlailway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
lon,  at  8  p.m.  For  Information,  apply  at  the 
Society  8  Offices  at  the  same  address 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society! 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq  MP 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  ''The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street  EC 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  augling  in  the  Society's 
e.xtensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wravs- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon 
Secretary. 


"  BRITISH 

FRESHWATER  FISHES."  I S A  L  M  O  n"^^  H  I  N 

By  the  Rev.  W.  HOLQHTON  ~    ' 


A  standard  work,  folio  edition,  splendidly  illus- 
trated ;  together  with  42  Coloured  Litho  Plates  of 
Freshwater  Fish  (plates  uiiliound).  Published 
at  .tS  10s. 

WHAT  OFFERS? 

Address— "J.D.," 22,  Roupell  Street,  Blackfriars 
London,  S.E. 


GALfVAY. 

Annual  Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1905 
now  ready.    Catch  last  season  1,230. 
Seven  Season  Rods,  eight  months    CO  I 
guineas  each.  —  Apply,  W.  N.  Milne, 
Superintendent,  Fishery  Office,  Galway 


hiiif\g 
yots 


■.'ninjr  our  real 
Twtx'fls,  Honie- 
si.iiT.s.  kc.  tlie  nngler 
may  Ik-  =nie  of  seriiring 
Smartness.  Freedom, 
anil  Durability.  Kcal 
Sivitrh  W,..)laii.l  a  Perfect 
Fit  l.y  our  Self-Jleasnre- 
ment  System  crnaranteed. 
jVo  intermediate  profits— 
you  save  -2^  "'„.  Vie  sell 
Suit  Lenctlis  from  lS/9  ; 
Costume  Ivengths,  from 
20/-.  Write  to-ilav  for 
Patterns.  CcRRTK.Morior- 
r:.\t,L  &  Scott.  Lani;haut;h 
Works,  Galashiels,  N.B. 


Rea.cl  This. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelop 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addres 
m  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIE' 
tor  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap 

ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl 
and  lly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JoHn  ISriiite   &  Sons 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Royal  Choral  Sociely. 

PATRON:  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President:  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.O 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 

THURSDAY  EVENING, 
30th  MARCH,  1905, 
At  Eight  o'eloek. 

HANDEL'S 

AGIS  AND  GALATEA 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society) 
AND  _ 

ODE  ON 
ST.  CECILIA'S  DAY 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society). 

Madame  SOBRINO. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.  JOHN  HARRISON. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 

BAND    AND   CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND 
Orga/nist    -    Mr.  H.  X.  Balfour. 


CONDUCTOR  -  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE 

Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commbnob  at  8  o'olook. 
Stalls,  7s.  M.     Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6rf.  to  £3  3s. 
Balcony  f  I^served      (rows  1  to  4)  ... 

I  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)    ...  it. 
GALLERY  (PROMHNADE),  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  of  Usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Alhert  Hall. 


^ery  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
Jf.Sj^™^'''  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


WILLIAM  JONES, 

Expert  Fly  Dresser 

15   YEARS'  PRACTICAL    EXPERIENCE  IN 
ENGLISH  AND  SCOTCH  HOUSES, 

Is  now  prepared  to  supply  the  following 

reliable  goods: — 

HIGH   CLASS   SALMON  FLIES.  Standard 
patterns.     Hooks,  6-0,  5-0,  price  2/6  :  4-0, 
3-0,  2/-  ;  2-0,  1-0,  1/9  ;  1-2, 1/6 :  3-4,  1/3  : 
5  to  10,  1/-  each. 
Old  Favourite  Salmon  Flies  repaired  at 
niodeiate  cost. 

HIGH-CLASS  TROUT  FLIES.  Wet  Flies,  1/6 
jier  doz.  ;  Floating  Flies, -single  wing,  2/-, 
double  wing,  2/6  per  iloz. 

Flies  to  Pattern  a  Speciality. 

SPECIAL  STEWART  TACKLE  for  clear  water 
worm  tishing,  whipping  linislied  off  with 
Safety  Knot,  1  /6  per  doz. 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards, 

mounted  with  3  Hies,  1/3  eacii. 

ECLIPSE  (Kegd.)  FLY  SCARF  PINS,  dressed 
to  any  pattern.  Plated  Pins,  2/-,  1/6,  1/- 
each.    Real  Gold  or  Silver  Pins  to  order. 

ONLY  BEST  MA  TERIAL  AND  TESTED  HOOKS  USED 
FIRST-CLASS  WORK  GUARANTEED. 

All  goods  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  remittance, 

THE   TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

Address —   

25,  PROSPECT  HILL,  REDDITCH. 


( 


f  March  18,  1905 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

NoHTH  Camp. — Some  of  the  best  flies  for  Lake 
/yrnwy,  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of 
i&y,  are  Black  Gnat,  with  gold  twist  body,  not 
ilver,  Zulu,  Butcher,  Black  and  Teal,  Red  and  Teal, 
iud  March  Brown.    The  flies  should  be  very  small. 

ViD. — WiU  insert  your  suggestion  if  we  find  it 
!an  be  carried  out. 

W.  J.  D.  I. — Certainly  bullock's  pith  or  marrow 
md  brains  are  favourite  baits  for  chub.  I  do  not 
ise  them  as  I  do  not  care  for  "messy  "  baits. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  Jiold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opiniojis  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


SIZES  OF  HOOKS. 

Deae  Sib, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  H.  E.  Scott 
strikes  a  responsive  chord  when  he  says  that  he 
"  gets  in  a  horrible  mix  regarding  the  sizes  of 
hooks."  He  asks  a  few  questions  about  Mr. 
Pennell's  article  of  Feb.  18,  when  he  referred  to 
No.  7  (new  scale)  being  larger  than  No.  6,  while  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  14  the  No.  7  (new 
scale)  is  a  smaller  hook  than  No.  6. 

I  do  not  know  Mr.  Scott,  but  T  heartily  agree 
with  him  that  this  confusing  state  of  things  should 
be  ended.  But,  how  to  end  it,  it  is  not  quite  so 
easy  to.  see.  That  its  continuance  leads  at  times 
to  mistakes,  more  or  less  serious  and  annoj'ing,  is 
obvious.  Orders  become  misinterpreted,  the  wrong 
size  of  hooks  is  despatched,  and  friction  between  , 
the  tackle-maker  and  the  customer  en-sues  as  a 
consequence. 

In  my  work,  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing "  (page  201,  et 
eeg.),  I  remarked  that  "I  have  always  vowed  if  I 
wrote  a  book  on  fly-fishing,  there  was  one  subject 
I  should  not  fail  to  bring  prominently  forward — 
namely,  the  present  numbers  of  hooks  by  their 
respective  makers,  and  the  urgent  need  there  is 
for  reform."    I  need  not  quote  further. 

Suffice  to  say  that  my  suggestion  is  that  noth- 
ing short  of  a  universal  scale  of  hooks  will  end 
this  Babel-like  confusion.  I  pointed  out  one 
instance  (as  good  as  a  dozen)  that  No.  1  in  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  &  Son's  advertised  scale  of  sizes  is  their 
smallest  hook,  whereas  the  same  number  (No.  1)  in 
Messrs.  Bartleet  &  Son's  scale  is  a  salmon  hook, 
measuring  l^in.  in  length.  And  I  argued  that  our 
angling  fraternity  should  go  on  agitating  till  this 
scandalous  state  of  things  was  rectified.  That  it 
bristles  with  difficulties  I  know  only  too  well.  That 
it  will  continue  as  long  as  angling  itself  lasts,  is  not 
to  be  believed  for  a  single  moment.  I  desii  e  that 
things  may,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  take  such  an 
imr  roved  shape,  that  when  a  fisherman  wires  or 
cables  a  hurried  but  important  order  for  flies,  it 
will  be  quite  unnecessary  to  state  whose  scale  is 
meant,  but  that  the  number  of  hook  wiU  convey 
its  own  accurate  message  with  certainty. 

If  any  body  of  anglers  take  up  the  idea  I  hereby 
offer  to  devote  my  time  to  the  furtherance  of  this 
very  much  needed  reform  in  hook  numbering. 
For  many  years  it  has  occupied  my  attention.  The 
day  has  passed  when  we  should  be  contented  to  sit 
stiU  supinely,  knowing  that  nothing  but  confusion 
can  come  ot  this  unsatisfactory  and  chaotic  state 
of  affairs. 

It  is  unsafe  to  venture  upon  matters  where  we 
are  not  absolutely  sure  of  our  ground,  but  so  far  as 
I  know,  we  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  size 
wanted,  when  we  order  from  any  given  number, 
hats,  gloves,  ready-made  boots,  etc.  And  surely 
the  sizes  in  small  shot  are  universally  similar — 
No.  4  when  ordered,  ensures  No.  4  in  size,  and  not 
No.  sorcething  else  by  some  other  maker.  This  is 
a  fairly  parallel  case. 

What  is  gained  by  all  this  confusion  ?  Absolutely 
nothing  !  What  would  be  lost  by  bringing  order 
out  ot  chaos  ?  Again  I  say.  Nothing !  But  if 
everyone  turns  his  back  on  the  question,  things  will 
go  on  thus  indefinitely. 

Of  myself  I  can  do  nothing,  so  I  invito  others  to 
take  the  matter  up,  assuring  them  that  I  will 
spare  no  trouble  in  giving  a  helping  hand.  It 
means  probably  a  large  amount  of  correspondence, 
which  1  am  ready  to  undertake  if  I  can  only  see  a 
reasonable  hope  of  succeeding.  I  have  no  selfish 
interests  to  serve  in  making  this  ofl'er.  I  merely 
desire  to  bring  to  a  practical  and  successful  issue  a 
scheme  which  is  so  near  to  my  heart.  The  diffi- 
culties are  great,  but  shall  it  therefore  be  argued 
that  they  are  unsurmountable  ?    No  ! 

We  would  be  unwise  to  trouble  ourselves  about 
the  numbering  of  hooks  made  in  foreign  countries, 
and  for  every  reason.  My  desire  is  simply  this. 
To  establish  one  recognised  and  universal  scale  of 
hooka  for  all  the  fcngHsh  speaking  countries, 
notably  England  and  America, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


The  field  is  vast  enough  as  it  is,  but  if  all  were 
as  willing  as  I  am  to  give  time  and  attention  to  the 
scheme,  the  obstacles  would  melt  like  the  snow 
before  the  sun  ! — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


A  FLY  HOOK  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sie, — I  acknowledge  with  thanks  your 
kindness  in  giving  publicity  to  my  letter  ;  also  your 
replies  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  25.  I  notice 
Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Permell's  reply  in  the  issue  of 
March  4.  Please  be  good  enough  to  spare  me  a  line 
or  two  in  your  paper. 

1.  It  would  appear  that  neither  you  nor  Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell  advise  the  "  simple  jam 
knot,"  and  it  may  perhaps  have  been  the  adoption 
of  this  attachment  when  the  flies  were  used  for 
"  wet  fishing  "  that  may  have  caused  my  acquaint- 
ance to  depreciate  the  eyed  hooks  for  the  reasons 
named  in  my  letter ;  hence  I  gather  that  for  all 
practical  pvu-poses  either  the  Turle  or  "  half -hitch 
jam  knot"  is  the  best. 

2.  I  fully  appreciate  the  value  of  the  attach- 
ment illustrated  on  the  slip  of  paper  forwarded — 
that  is,  inserting  the  gut  through  the  eye,  knotted 
once  round  the  shank,  and  the  end  whipped  to  the 
body.  Do  you  consider  this,  when  the  flies  are  to 
be  used  for  dry  and  wet  fishing,  better  than  the 
Turle  or  "  half -hitch  jam  knot  ?  "  and  when  the  gut 
required  to  be  renewed,  would  the  portion  wrapped 
in  the  body  be  in  any  way  detrimental  to  the 
attachment  of  new  gut  ? — Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  Thoepe-Wood. 


DETACHABLE  MOTOR  FOR  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  D.  W.  Prosser's  and 
"  Salt- Water  Angler's"  letters  re  the  above  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  25  and  March  4,  I  beg  to 
inform  them  that  a  detachable  motor  for  boats  was 
tested  on  the  Thames,  for  the  first  time,  I  believe, 
in  my  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Thompson's  presence  at 
Hammersmith  on  Feb.  26.  The  maker  of  the 
motor  was  in  the  boat  with  three  other  persons. 
After  some  little  trouble  in  getting  the  apparatus  to 
work,  all  went  well,  and  the  boat  travelled  at  the 
rate  of  about  seven  to  eight  miles  an  hour  with  a 
slack  tide,  and  did  well  against  the  tide.  This 
motor  worked  a  long  arm  with  a  miniature  screw 
at  the  end,  which  arm  was  movable,  in  order  to  act 
as  a'rudder.  A  letter  addressed  "  Mr.  Dallaway, 
The  Doves  Tavern,  Hammersmith,"  will  doubtless 
bring  all  particulars  required  by  your  correspond- 
ents.— Yours  truly,  J.  D. 


LYTHE  OR  BLOCKEN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
Wm.  Jackson  Pigott,  the  plan  of  tying  duck  or 
goose  feathers  on  to  a  Limerick  or  Exeter  hook  is 
now  considered  primitive,  although  many  a  big  fish 
is  caught  by  these  flies.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  various  india-rubber  baits  are  far  and  away 
the  best,  as  nearly  all  fishermen  agree.  Hoarder's 
365  D,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Geen  in  his  "  Pollack  Pish- 
ing" in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11,  1904,  and 
the  "Challenger  Bait"  that  took  on  three  rods  in 
three  days  16cwt.  'and  251b.  of  pollack,  are  among 
the  best  baits  for  these  fish.  You  have  very  clearly 
answered  the  query  about  the  names;  it  is  astonish- 
ing what  names  fish  do  get  in  different  places  some- 
times. We  call  the  large  black  pollack  race  pollack 
here. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


TOURNAMENT  SUGGESTIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  the  next  angling  toiu-nament,  I 
have  read  with  great  interest  the  letters  of  various 
correspondents  re  "practical"  style  of  casting  both 
fly  and  float,  and  think  that  in  the  float  casting 
competition,  seeing  that  very  often  in  river  fishing 
anglers  have  to  contend  with  trees  behind  and 
bushes  on  either  side,  it  would  be  the  co.rect  thing 
to  have  a  float  casting  competition  from  under  a 
large  tree  with  the  lowest  branches,  say,  7ft.  or  8ft. 
from  the  ground,  the  competitor  standing  with 
back  to  tree  trunk.  In  my  opinion  this  would  be  a 
much  better  test  of  an  angler's  practical  abiUty 
than  twenty  such  competitions  in  the  open.  If 
such  an  item  could  be  made  the  chief  event  in  the 
float  casting  section  of  fromli  drachms  to  2  drachms, 
I  would  willingly  offer  a  prize  to  amateurs  of,  say, 
£5  in  value,  as  I  feel  certain  this  is  more  a  correct 
test  than  the  other. — Yours  truly, 

Nottingham.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis. 


AMATEUR  FLY  EXHIBITS  AT  THE  EARL'S 
COURT  EXHIBITION. 
Deae  Sir, — As  was  suggested  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  11,1  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court,  for  paiticulars 
of  Loan  Exhibitions.  He  sent  me  a  form  of  appli- 
cation for  space,  which  I  have  filled  up  and  returned 
for  four  frames,  each  about  13in.  by  lOin.  by  l^in. 
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— Frame  No.  1  containing  dry  or  floating  flies  for 
trout  or  grayling;  No.  2,  wet  flies  for  trout  or 
grayling ;  No.  3,  lake  and  sea-trout  flies ;  No.  4, 
salmon  flies.  I  have  added  a  note  that  it  is  to 
be  hoped  a  space  will  be  kept  so  that  all  similar 
exhibits  may  be  kept  together — either  a  wall  in  a 
good  light  or  a  screen  would  suit. 

I  think  if  other  intending  exhibitors  would  send 
their  flies  in  frames  of  more  or  less  the  same  size  as 
the  above,  it  would  probably  be  convenient  to  the 
show  people.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  good  number 
of  amateur  fly  dressers  represented.  I  am  most 
anxious  to  see  some  amateur  work,  and  to  pick  up 
some  tips. — Yours  truly,  F.  W. 

HACKLES  FROM  GAME  FOWLS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  you  will  accept  a  few  hackles 
which  I  enclose. 

No.  1. — From  old  English  game  white  cockerel. 
I  am  breeding  from  this  bird  with  some  very  good 
hens :  one  of  them  has  taken  second  prize  at 
Birmingham  and  several  other  piizes. 

No.  2.  —  From  an  old  Engli-ih  game  bantam  duck- 
wing  cock,  winner  International  Show,  Alexandra 
Palace. 

No.  3. — From  an  old  English  game  bantam  black- 
red  cock. 

I  have  read  "Ichabod's"  letters  with  much 
interest,  and  shorfld  he  be  in  want  of  a  few  white 
game-cock  hackles,  1  shall  be  pleased  to  give  hirn 
some  if  he  will  send  me  his  address. 

The  Wye  has  been  out  of  order  for  salmon 
fishing  for  the  last  fortnight.  Yesterday  (March  12) 
it  was  over  its  banks  in  places,  so  tnere  is  little 
prospect  of  fishing  for  the  next  ten  days  unless  we 
have  some  frost. — Yours  truly. 

The  Keme  Lodge,  Robert  Pashley. 

Ross-on-Wye. 

P.S. — Of  course  the  white  hackles  would  be  much 
harder  if  taken  from  a  cock. 

[I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Pashley  is  advertising  some 
sittings  of  eggs  for  sale ;  the  hackles  he  sends  are 
excellent,  as  a,lso  are  some  old  English  game  bantam 
black-red  cock  hackles.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  brilliant  natural  game  hackle  and  the 
dyed  imitation. — Ed.] 


LEATHER  BINDING  FOR  BRASS  WORK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  quite  sympathise  with  you  over 
the  6in.  of  brass  tubing.  Let  me  tell  you  how  I 
got  over  the  difficulty.  I  have  recently  sent  the 
butts  of  two  rods  to  a  local  saddler  and  had  all  the 
metal  work  enclosed  in  neat  brown  leather  casing, 
sewn  on,  leaving  just  enough  room  for  mounting 
and  unmounting  the  reel.  The  additional  weight 
is  infinitesimal,  and  it  gives  the  rods  a  very  hand- 
some and  finished  appearance,  and  is  quite  equal 
(if  not  superior)  to  cork.  Total  cost  for  two  butts, 
2s.  6d.  Perhaps  this  tip  may  be  of  some  use  to  my 
brother  anglers. — Yours  truly,  G.  J.  Cook. 

[Leather  put  on  as  Mr.  Cook  suggests  would 
answer  well,  but  it  really  is  not  necessary  to  have 
all  that  brass-work  at  all. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  your  note  at  the  foot  of  my 
remarks — fishing  for  trout  on  Lake  Windermere — 
I  think  I  can  say  that  the  fishing  this  year  promises 
to  be  good,  and  the  spot  chosen  in  your  article — 
Beech  Hill — is  one  of  my  favourite  stretches.  As 
you  are  aware  there  is  always  an  uncertainty  of 
being  able  to  fish  from  a  special  shore  on  a  lake  as 
the  wind  is  never  two  days  aUke,  but  on  any  of  the 
shores  of  Windermere  you  can  generally  catch  trout, 
and  the  fish  are  excellent  eating,  always  being  in 
fair  condition.  The  best  stretches  in  my  opinion 
a'e  starting  from  Millerground  Bay  up  to  White 
Cross  Bay  in  the  upper  lake,  and  in  the  lower  lake 
from  Storrs  Temple  to  Puddlestone  Rocks,  near 
Lakeside — in  fact,  to  Lakeside  itself — fishing  about 
thiee  boats'  length  from  the  sho;e.  Dry-fly,  I  may 
state,  is  seldom,  if  ever,  fished  on  this  lake,  and  for 
size  and  dressing  of  fly  I  use  I  beg  to  forward  you 
sample,  and  any  further  information  I  shall  be 
always  glad  to  let  any  reader  of  your  excellent 
paper  have  if  he  cares  to  ask  it  either  through  the 
medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  or  otherwise. — Youis 
truly,  W.  G.  Reade. 

P.S. — A  Red  Tag  Zulu  is  a  favourite  fly  here. 

RE  AVON  (CHRISTCHURCH)  KELT  AND 
RE  PIKE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  Country  Life  of  May  26,  1900,  is 
a  picture  of  an  Avon  kelt  that  weighed  261b.,  which 
as  a  spring  fish  might  easily  be  at  least  a  401b.  fish. 
The  picture  was  from  a  photograph  by  Mr.  Turner 
Turner.  This  same  gentleman  assured  me  that 
once  he  picked  up  a  dead  male  kelt  in  the  Avon 
that  weighed  441b.,  which  must  have  been  an 
astonishing  spring  fish.    I  do  not  think  my  memory 
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fails  me  in  tlie  weight  that  I  have  stated  above. 
There  is  in  the  letterpress  describing  the  201b.  kelt 
the  usual  mistake  of  accusing  the  fish  of  voracious 
feeding,  but  it  states  also  that  male  kelts  have 
never  been  caught  on  rod  and  line  in  the  Avon 
although  female  kelts  are  frequently  hooked. 

The  evidence  of  many  observers  who  have  opened 
kelts  during  the  past  thirty  years  is  that  kelts  do 
not  feed  until  they  get  into  the  estuaries.  Recent 
experiments  in  marking  kelts  in  the  River  Tay 
have  proved  that  a  kelt  retaken  after  an  interval 
of  two  months  has  in  no  way  increased  in  weight. 

In  answer  to  another  of  your  correspondents,  I 
may  mention  that  in  the  Avon  at  Ringwood  I  have 
frequently  taken  pike  (up  to  81b.  in  weight)  on  a 
large  Yellow  Eagle  Fly  when  fishing  for  salmon. 
This  specially  so  when  the  water  is  low  and  clear 
so  an  old  large  Yellow  Eagle  of  5-0  or  6-0  size 
might  avail  your  correspondent. 

I  have  heard  of  imitation  floating  water-rats 
being  used  for  pike  in  the  large  Irish  rivers. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Kingston  Babton. 


A  TROUT  FISHING  EXPERIENCE. 
.  Deab  SiE,— Byron,  I  think  it  was,  said  "Truth 
IS  always  strange,  stranger  than  fiction,"  and  the 
remarkable  experience  of  your  correspondent  "S." 
recounted  in  your  issue  of  March  11  clearly  demon 
strates  the  interesting  though  rather  trite  fact. 
At  last — your  readers  must  be  glad  to  learn — after 
many  weary  "  thrashings  "  to  drive  it  into  them, 
I  suppose,  the  trout  "in  a  Cheshire  stream"  have 
reached  to  m  appreciation  of  the  subtle  doctrine  of 
meum  and  tuum  / 

Here,  too,  I  am  glad  to  say  they  progress  wonder- 
fully !  Last  Saturday,  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
eternal  fitness  of  things,  a  half-pound  trout  com- 
pletely wrapped  up  in  paper  slowly  "warstled" 
into  my  landing-net— only  wanting,  a  non-angling 
friend  ejaculated  on  hearing  the  episode,  a  string 
and  label  to  be  ready  for  the  parcel  post !  Fact  i — 
Yours  truly,  Skeptxcus  Cartii 

Glasgow. 

P-S. — Please  note  mine  is  not  a  "fishy"  tale, 
merely  a  simple  iUustratioa  of  what  "higher 
education"  can  do. 


OVER-NETTING  AT  BALLINAHINCH. 
Dear  Sir, — Lord  Claud  Hamilton  appears  to 
have  been  misunderstood,  or  to  have  been  much 
in  error. 

I,  of  course,  know  Ballinahinch  better  than  H. 
Blanchford,  and  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  from 
1886  to  1904  over-netting  for  salmon  has  never 
occurred.  During  all  those  years  netting  was  only 
carried  out  during  five  or  six  seasons  by  the  pro- 
prietor, and  I  am  fairly  sure  that  in  no  one  of 
tho-e  seasons  were  500  fish  taken  in  the  net. 

In  many  of  those  years  we  killed  on  the  rod 
1500  to  2000  fish.  That  netting  never  did  the 
slightest  harm  to  Ballinahinch.  What  has  almost 
destroyed  the  salmon,  and  before  long  must  do  the 
same  for  the  sea-trout,  is  the  netting  for  mackerel 
along  the  coast  which  began  in  its  present  intensity 
about  1896,  and  every  year  since  it  is  easy  to  realise 
how  deadly  has  been  the  result. — Yours  truly, 
Lt.-Gen.  Beresfobd, 

Lessee  1887  to  1901. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  SEA  ANGLERS. 
Dear  Sib, — You  wiU  be  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Edward  Hanger  (the  agent  at  Deal  for  the  B.S.A.S.) 
has  experienced  a  very  sad  loss.  His  galley  punt, 
the  Gzpsy  Queen,  was  struck  by  the  propeller  of  a 
steamer  on  Friday,  March  10,  causing  her  so  much 
damage  that  she  sank  shortly  afterwards,  the  crew 
clambering  up  the  side  of  the  steamer  and  so  saving 
their  lives. 

The  ill-fated  boat  had  been  docked  and  repaired 
quite  recently  at  a  cost  of  little  short  of  £20,  and 
"  Teddy  "  is  now,  for  a  time  at  least,  bereft  of  his 
chief  source  of  livelihood. 

We  are  trying  to  get  together  a  few  pounds  to 
enable  him  to  purchase,  if  possible,  another  boat.— 
Faithfully  yours,  J.  Richardson. 

The  Pier,  Deal. 

[Any  subscriptions  that  may  be  forwarded  will 
be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Richardson, 
"Oakville,"  Oak-street,  Deal.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  USK  AT  USK. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  Mr.  Austin's  inquiry  with  refer- 
ence to  fishing  on  the  Usk  at  Usk.  He  can  get  a 
season  ticket  for  5s.,  which  will  give  him  about  five 
miles  of  fishing,  or  a  £1  Is.  ticket,  which  will  give 
him  ten  miles.  No  private  fishing  to  be  obtained. 
The  trouting  has  opened  exceedingly  well.  He 
should  be  careful  to  get  correct  pattern  flies  for  this 
river,  as  the  standard  patterns  are  very  little  used. 
Powell,  fly-dresser,  Usk,  would  be  the  best  man  to 
get  them  from  I  should  say,  as  he  dresses  specially 
for  this  water. — Yours  truly,  J.  Jones. 


March  18,  1905 


RB  PIKE  FLY. 

Dear  Sib, — Many  thanks  for  your  answer  about 
the  above,  and  also  for  your  kind  offer  of  the  loan 
of  the  American  floating  frog.  I  am  going  to  have 
a  last  day  on  a  weedy  lake  on  Wednesday,  and 
should  be  dehghted  to  try  it  if  you  could  post  it 
to-morrow.  Can  you  tell  me  through  whom  they 
may  be  procured  ? 

I  have  to-day  made  up  a  young  duck  which  looks 
rather  well ;  body,  a  large  pike  float  in  a  coat  of 
sealskin  with  a  lead  on  the  under  side;  head  a 
small  round  float  covered  with  black  silk,  and  wire 
beak  ;  whether'  it  will  prove  attractive  to  a  pike 
remains  to  be  seen. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  "  Gishurstine "  tip, 
which  I  have  used  since  you  noticed  it  in  the 
Fishtng  Gazette  some  time  ago  now.  I  find  it  much 
easier  to  apply  to  one's  line  than  red  deer  fat,  and 
it  lasts  longer  and  floats  a  line  better.  I  have  not 
found  it  have  any  injurious  effect  on  the  line. 
Yours  truly.  Subscriber. 

March  13. 

[Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  sent  me  the  American 
floating  frog,  whose  feet  and  hands  revolve  as  you 
pull  it  on  the  water.    Glad  to  hear  "  Subscriber ' 
finds  "  Gishurstine"  useful. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  COCKERMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  only  give  a  little  information 
to  your  correspondent  "Inquirer"  about  Cocker- 
mouth.  I  have  only  fished  there  in  the  autumn  for 
salmon;  the  weekly  ticket  from  the  association 
was,  /  think,  7s.  6d.,  including  licence  ;  I  believe  for 
trout  only  it  is  10s.  a  month.  I  do  not  think  the 
lower  Derwent  is  very  good  for  trout,  though  there 
is  sometimes  a  fair  run  of  sea-trout  in  the  season. 
The  upper  parts  would  be  worth  trying,  and  leave 
can  often  be  obtained  from  riparian  proprietors 
through  Mr.  T.  Cuthbert  Burn,  Solicitor,  Clerk  to 
the  Derwent  Fishery  Board,  who  is  very  courteous 
to  visitors.  The  tributary  Cocker  can  be  fished 
either  a  httle  above  the  town,  or  by  walk  or  drive 
to  Lorton,  about  four  miles  up.  The  scenery  is 
charming. 

The  nearest  lake  is  Bassenthwaite,  an  easy  run 
by  rail,  or  a  more  distant  excursion  might  be  made 
to  Derwentwater,  where  May  Fly  fishing  is  said  to 
be  sometimes  good. 

Host  Peacock,  of  the  very  comfortable  Globe 
Hotel,  Cockermouth,  can  advise  as  to  the  fishing  in 
Bassenthwaite  Lake,  and  for  local  information  as 
to  Derwent  and  Cooker  "Inquirer"  might  write  to 
Mr.  George  Graham,  fishing  tackle  maker.  Station- 
street.  He  is  a  practical  angler. — Yours  truly, 
Calais,  March  7.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  would  oblige  me  with  particulars  of  the 
best  trout  fishing  obtainable  in  Wales. — Yours 
^^^^J>  Acock's  Green. 


A  WEEDY  ROACH  PITCH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  a  roach 
pitch  which  would  be  very  good  but  for  the  bottom, 
which  is  thickly  covered  with  a  growth  of  short 
weeds,  and  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  clear  space. 

I  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  give  a  hint  as  to 
the  most  suitable  tackle  and  the  way  to  use  it. — 
Yours  truly.  Sexagenarian. 

[Cannot  our  correspondent  clear  a  place  with  a 
rake  or  drag  ?  If  not,  hght  ledgering  with  a  hook 
so  fixed  as  to  clear  the  weeds  or  tight-corking  in 
same  way  would  seem  to  be  the  best  plans  if  a  clear 
swim  for  a  float  cannot  be  had.  But  I  would  like 
to  hear  what  other  roach  anglers  say. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  NEUFCHATEL, 
SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir,  —  I  pj-opose  visiting  Neufchatel, 
Switzerland,  at  Easter.  Could  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  give  me  any  information  respecting  trout 
fishing  in  that  district  ? — Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion, yours  truly,  F.  Machin. 

[The  "Angler's  Diary"  says:  "Plenty  of  large 
trout,  pike,  perch,  etc.,  in  the  lake.  Very  large 
perch."  At  Easter  trout  will  be  the  only  fish  an 
angler  would  care  to  fish  for  of  those  mentioned. 
—Ed.] 


BIRDS  VERSUS  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some 
one  who  knows  will  kindly  give  me  the  following 
information  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  an  early  date. 
We  have  a  reservoir  of  nearly  100  acres  when  full, 
stocked  with  rainbow,  brook,  and  brown  trout  ; 
also  a  fair  lot  of  rudd.  There  is  also  a  great  quan- 
tity of  wild  fowl,  which  have  not  been  disturbed  for  a 
considerable   time.    They  are  principally  grebe, 


coot,  dabchicks,  ducks,  a  few  heron,  swans,"  and 
occasionally  a  cormorant.  The  manager  of  this 
fishery  maintains  they  are  not  destructive  to  the  fish  ; 
I  say,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  they  destroy  a 
lot  of  small  fish.    Which  one  is  right  ? — Yours  truly, 

Nene. 

[All  the  birds  mentioned  eat  fish  or  fish  eggs, 
herons,  cormorants,  and  dabchicks  being  about  the 
worst  live-stock  to  have  on  a  fishery.  A  few  herons 
will  soon  deplete  a  trout  fishery,  and  one  cormorant 
will  eat  nearly  his  own  weight  of  fish  in  a  day  if  he 
can  catch  them,  and  he  does  not  often  miss. — Ed.] 

DRESSING  FOR  AN  OLD  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  through 
the  Fishing  Gazette  what  is  the  best  dressing  for 
the  part  of  a  salmon  fine  that  has  got  the  original 
dressing  worn  off.  I  would  like  a  dressing  that 
would  stiffen  it  and  get  into  the  centre.  I  used  to 
rub  a  mixture  of  pitch  and  other  things  in  with 
leather,  but  it  soon  washed  out.  Linseed  oil,  I 
think,  rots  a  fine  ;  if  you  think  it  does  not,  could  a 
mixture  of  resin  or  pitch  be  dissolved  into  it  to 
make  it  stiff  ? — Yours  truly,  Mallaed. 

[Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co.  sell  a  dressing  for  use  on 
old  lines,  but  an  old-dressed  line  is  rarely  worth  the 
trouble  of  re-dressing,  as  the  old  dressing  prevents 
the  new  getting  into  the  Line  properly  and  it  peels 
off. — Ed.] 


THE  NORE,  near  BALLYRAGGET. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  who  used  to  fish  the 
Nore,  near  Ballyragget,  and  get  excellent  sport  with 
salmon  and  trout,  but  who  has  not  been  there  for 
several  years,  has  asked  me  to  visit  his  old  river 
with  him  this  year.  According  to  "Hi  Regan," 
however,  it  is  quite  useless  to  go  with  the  idea  of 
catching  either  trout  or  salmon,  as  he  says  in  his 
book,  "  How  and  where  to  fish  in  Ireland,"  there  is 
not  a  trout  in  every  mile  of  it.  What  I  should  like 
to  know  through  your  paper,  by  someone  who  has 
fished  the  river  the  last  season  or  so,  is  whether  it 
really  is  as  bad  as  "  Hi  Regan  "  speaks  of  it,  or  if 
there  is  some  chance  of  a  salmon  or  a  small  basket 
of  trout.  I  should  like  to  go  with  my  friend  if  there 
is  such  a  chance,  otherwise  I  should  decline. — Yours 
truly,  w.  H.  Simpson. 


FISHING  AT  DULVERTON  IN  MAY 
JUNE.  AND  JULY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
the  readers  of  your  interesting  and  invaluable  paper 
could  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  good  trout 
fishing  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dulverton, 
Somersetshire,  during  May,  June,  or  July. — Yours 
truly,  Sammak. 
Kom-Ombo,  Upper  Egypt. 

[If  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  rain  Dulverton  is  a 
charming  headquarters  for  fishing  the  Exe  and 
Barle  either  from  the  hotels  or  in  the  association 
water.  If  "  Sammak  "  will  call  on  me  when  he  is 
in  London  I  may  be  able  to  give  him  further 
information.  Can  he  get  any  Egyptian  goose  skins 
with  breast  feathers  on  ? — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  of  any  place  in  South  or  Mid  Devon  where 
some  moderately  good  trout  fishing  can  be  obtained 
with  comfortable  quartets,  about  the  middle  of 
April  ?    By  so  doing  you  will  greatly  oblige.— Yours 

truly.  PiSCATOR. 


A  FINE  SOLWAY  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  heard  that  a  fine  salmon 
of  621b.  was  taken  yesterday  at  Bowness  on  Solway 
by  a  haaf  netter. — Yours  truly,  J  E  B 

CarHsle,  March  15. 


PIKE  FLY  FOR  SHALLOW  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Subscriber,"  should 
he  care  to  communicate  with  me,  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  sending  him  a  simple  nailing  pattern 
pike  fly,  if  used  in  the  sun,  and  particulars  of  same. 

-Yours  truly,  c.  E.  Cooper. 

Ronton,  Eccleshall,,  Staffs. 

POND  NETTING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
as  to  the  best  kind  of  net  to  use  for  netting  a  six- 
acre  pond  which  has  a  minimum  depth  of  10ft.  and 
a  depth  at  one  end  of  25ft.  I  may  mention  that 
2ft.  out  from  the  bank  there  is  10ft.  of  water. 

I  should  also  like  to  know  the  best  time  of  the 
year  for  cutting  and  removing  weed  patches,  and 
the  way  to  go  about  it,  etc. — Yours  truly. 

Re  STOCKER. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  Lift  of  Contents,  tee  page  207.] 

Tbh  Fishing  Gazette  ts  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Sou's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  tor  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  K.  B  MaRSTON,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq 
Uazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  wrife  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
aarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terma  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishing  Gazette  Limited,  St  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  C-reat  Britain 

and  Ireland  . .  . .      io».  6d 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        . .       5».  id 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .       2».  Sd 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

•ubscription,  including  postage     . .        . .      12».  id. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisemente. 

One  Page  . .        . .        . .  £7  7 

Half  Page  ]  3  16 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page         ..        ..      ...       2  2 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page  1    5  „ 

Small  advertisements  5#.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  coU.  to 
page), 

Tfilegraphie  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom 


SATUEDAT,  MAECH  25,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  New  "Fishing  Gazette"  Show  Card. 
Thb  new  Fishing  Gazette  show  card  is  now  ready 
It  is  a  picture  in  colours  of  a  brace  of  fine  trout 
rising  at  the  Fishing  Gazette  flies.  I  shall  be  very 
much  obliged  to  any  of  our  readers  who  will  help 
me  to  get  them  put  up  where  anglers  are  likely  to 
see  them— in  anglers'  hotels,  in  fishing  tackle 
makers'  shops,  etc. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers 
Club  takes  place  on  Thursday,  March  30,  at 
8.30  p.m.    There  is  to  be  a  House  Dinner  at  7.15. 


"Quite  Absurd,"  or  Drawn  "Undrawn"  Gut. 

A  fishing  tackle  maker  recently  sent  me  some 
very  nice  gut  to  notice,  describing  it  as  "finest 
undraion."  On  examining  the  gut  with  a  good 
glass  it  was  quite  evident  that  it  was  not  undrawn, 
and  I  sent  it  back  sajdng  I  thought  that  a  mistake 
bad  been  made.  The  fishing  tackle  maker  wrote 
to  the  people  he  gets  his  gut  from,  and  they 
replied : — "  It  is  quite  absurd  for  anyone  to  call  the 
?ut  we  sent  you  drawn  gut— as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  very  fine  picked  gut,  and  is  the  very  cream  of 
Sne  gut,  but  as  it  is,  as  a  rule,  very  much  tapered, 
ind  would  consequently  he  unsuited  for  good  work, 
it  is  passed  through  a  drawing  plate  once  to  level  the 
heavy  end.  You  need  have  no  fear  in  pushing  this 
irticle  and  staking  your  reputation  on  it,  as  we 
lave  a  large  and  increasing  sale,  and  it  is  universally 
favoiu-ed  amongst  the  most  experienced  of  anglers." 

The  italics  in  the  quotation  are  mine,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  which  is  more  absurd — to  call 
pit  which  has  been  once  passed  through  a  plate 
»  level  the  heavy  end  -'undrawn,"  or  to  tell  a 
ishing  tackle  maker  he  can  stake  his  reputation 
>n  saying  that  it  is  "undrawn."  It  is  about  time 
;hat  some  new  word  was  invented.  If  gut  has  been 
reduced  in  size  by  drawing  once  through  a  plate,  it 
s  simply  a  he  to  call  it  "undraum"  gut— all  the 
sing'^s  horses  and  all  the  king's  men  c»uld  not  alter 
iuch  an  obvious  fact.  The  gut  sent  is  good  enough, 
3ut  it  is  absurd  to  gull  anglers  into  believing  that 
t  is  undrawn — in  fact,  it  is  a  good  bit  worse, 
because  a  higher  price  is  asked  for  it.  I  remember 
luite  twenty  years  ago  the  late  Captam  Alfred,  the 
ishing  tackle  maker,  bringing  me  some  very  nice 
'undrawn"  casts.  I  said  if  they  really  were 
mdrawn   they  were  wonderful,   but  would  he 


guarantee  them  ?  He  then  admitted  that  the  gut 
"might  have  been  through  the  machine  once." 

Some  of  the  drawn  gut  is  so  polished  and 
smoothed  that  it  is  not  always  easy  even  with  a 
good  glass  to  tell  it  from  whole  gut. 

"Val  Conson"  on  Drawn  Undrawn  Gut. 

Since  writing  the  above  note  on  drawn  undrawn 
gut,  I  have  received  one  from  '-Val  Conson"  on 
the  same  subject,  and  evidently  referring  to  the 
identical  gut  which  I  politely  suggested  to  the  dealer 
had  been  sent  in  mistake  for  undrawn  gut.  I  am 
sure  the  dealer  believed  it  to  be  O.  K. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  obtain  from  your 
readers  an  answer  to  the  question  whether  there 
really  exists  such  a  thing  as  undrawn  gut  in  the 
picked  qualities.  I  am  well  aware  that  refina 
and  refinucha  before  they  have  been  picked  and 
dyed  have  not  been  through  the  draw  plate.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  I  wrote  to  a  tackle  dealer 
with  whom  I  have  dealt  for  years,  and  continue  to 
deal,  upon  the  pleasantest  terms,  asking  him  to 
send  me  when  he  received  it  some  fine  undrawn 
gut  for  points.  He  sent  me  some.  The  gut  looked 
and  is,  I  beheve,  very  good,  but  I  noticed  that  the 
end  of  every  strand  was  marked  with  the  bite  of 
the  tool  which  is  used  for  drawing  gut  through  the 
draw  plate.  I  pointed  this  out  to  the  dealer,  and 
asked  him  for  his  explanation.  I  have  this  morning 
received  from  him  a  letter  in  which  he  says :  '  Wish- 
ing to  be  quite  sure  about  this  gut,  in  which  we 
have  done  a  large  trade  for  many  years  without  any 
complaint,  we  wrote  to  the  people  who  sent  it  to  us, 
who  reply  as  follows  ' : — 

'"It  is  quite  absurd  for  anyone  to  call  the  gut 
we  sent  you  "drawn  gut" — as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
is  very  fine  picked  gut,  and  is  the  very  cream  of 
fine  gut,  but  as  it  is,  as  a  rule,  very  much  tapered, 
and  would  consequently  be  unsuited  for  good  work, 
it  is  passed  through  a  drawing  plate  once  to  level 
the  heavy  end.  .  .  . 

"  '  You  need  have  no  fear  in  pushing  this  article 
and  staking  yoxu-  reputation  on  it,  as  we  have  a 
large  and  increasing  sale,  and  it  is  universally 
favoured  amongst  the  most  experienced  of  anglers.' 

"  Now,  it  may  be  that  I  am  quite  wrong,  but  I 
fail  to  see  how  it  can  be  right  to  call  gut  which  is 
once  passed  through  a  draw  plate  'to  level  the 
heavy  end'  undrawn  gut,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  upon  good  authority  whether  this  practice  is 
universal,  or  whether  natural  gut  level  from  end 
to  end  is  capable  of  being  bought  at  any  reasonable 
figure,  or  whether  '  undrawn  gut '  is  a  mere  trade 
name  for  partially  drawn  gut." 


Mr.  Jardine's  Record  of  Large  Fish. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine  gives  us  his  annual  record  of  large  fish, 
other  than  salmon  (which  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  looks 
after).  Mr.  Jardine  says  it  is  the  finest  record  he 
has  compiled,  and  in  a  note  accompanjring  it  adds :  — 
"My  thanks  to  you  for  sending  me  Mr.  Whit- 
worth's  letter  re  those  large  perch.  I  had  the 
record  of  some  of  them,  the  others  I  have  added 
to  the  enclosed  list,  which  if  you  publish  it  next 
Saturday  (March  25)  that  day  wOl  be  the  seventy- 
eighth  anniversary  of  my  birth.  How  '  time  flies.' 
I  found  a  letter  of  yours  to-day — dated  August, 
1885 — in  which  you  asked  me  to  wi'ite  you  some 
articles  for  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  I  did,  and  so 
have  been  a  contributor  for  nearly  twenty  years  to 
your  widely  read  paper.  I  hope  you,  Mrs.  Marston, 
and  all  yours  are  well." 

I  hope  Alfred  the  Great  Pike  Angler  will  Uve  to 
kill  many  a  big  fellow.  We  had  a  try  together  this 
winter,  but  the  big  fish  would  not  move. 


Messrs.  C.  Farlow  cind  Co.'s  1905  Price  List. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  catalogues  of  fishing 
rods  and  tackle  is  that  of  Messrs.  Farlow,  which  is 
so  well  and  fully  illustrated  and  indexed  that  it  is 
valuable  as  a  work  of  reference  on  modern  fishing 
tackle  of  the  highest  class.  In  addition  to  all  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  the  angler,  there  are  all 
kinds  of  interesting  and  useful  things  which  are 
required  by  owners  of  fisheries,  such  as  trammel  or 
flue  nets,  seine  or  drag  nets,  used  in  keeping  down 
coarse  fish,  netting  pike,  etc.  The  catalogue  proves 
that  in  every  department  of  their  business  the 
celebrated  house  is  well  up  to  date  and  in  the 
front  rank ;  in  fact,  in  some  directions  they  stand 
alone. 


Salmon  Passing  the  Grilse  Stage  in  the  Sea. 
Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  writes  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"  I  see  in  your  notes  a  quotation  from  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  in  which  he  says,  after  describing 
the  run  of  small  spring  salmon  and  saying  that 
they  are  fish  which  have  passed  the  stage  of  grilse 
in  the  sea  when  entering  fresh  water,  that  '  this  is 
a  new  light  on  a  vexed  problem.'  ...  I  have  the 
greatest  respect  for  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  and  find 
his  writings  always  interesting,  and  I  am  sure  that 
he  would  be  the  last  to  wish  to  deprive  a  brother 
angler  and  author  of  his  rightful  dues.  So  far 
from  its  being  a  new  light,  twenty,  perhaps  thirty, 
years  ago,  I  enunciated  the  same  theory  in  the 
columns  of  the  Times  ('  Proved  Facts  in  the 
Natural  History  of  the  Salmon'),  and  I  have 
repeated  it  in  all  my  writings  on  the  subject  ever 
since,  for  example,  '  The  Badminton  Library  of 
Sport,'  volume  on  salmon  and  trout,  ninth  edition, 
page  128,  paragraph  10:  'It  appears  certain,  how- 
ever, that  smolts  do  not  always  return  the  same 
year  as  grilse,  but  frequently  remain  nine  or  ten 
months  in  the  sea,  returning  the  following  spring 
as  small-sized  salmon.  .  .  .  The  irregular  return  of 
salmon  from  the  sea  referred  to  in  paragraph  10, 
which  I  believe  I  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to, 
will  be  found  to  explain  many  apparent  anomalies 
and  irregularities  in  the  habits  of  salmon  in  different 
rivers  as  observed  and  chronicled  by  local  fishermen 
and  others  ;  and  the  time  may  come  when,  under 
a  more  minute  and  complex  system  of  salmon 
legislation,  it  will  be  found  to  have  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  regulation  of  our  fisheries.'  " 

The  47£lb.  Avon  Salmon. 

Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  writes:  — 

"My  dear  Marston, — I  see  you  mention  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  18  the  Avon  salmon  of 
47|lb.  which  I  weighed  and  measured  at  Harrod's 
Stores.  It  was  a  long  fish,  bright  and  silvery,  but 
by  no  means  what  I  would  call  a  handsome  fish. 
The  measurements,  I  think,  showed  that  plainly 
enough." 


Another  Pike  Note. 

Messrs.  R.  G.  Hardy  Corfe  and  M.  R.  L.  White 
had  a  fairly  good  day's  pike  fishing  in  the  Midlands 
on  one  of  the  closing  days  of  the  season.  Their 
total  bag  amounted  to  fifty-five  pike,  all  caught 
spinning,  of  variously  assorted  weights  up  to  18|lb. 
The  day  is,  however,  regarded  as  a  failure  by  both 
the  anglers  in  question,  owing  to  their  non-success 
in  getting  hold  of  anything  like  a  specimen  fish. 
Only  one  incident  in  the  day's  sport  deserved  notice. 
As  a  four-poimd  fish  was  being  landed,  one  of  the 
desired  specimens  made  a  welcome  appearance 
from  the  depths,  seized  the  luckless  four- pounder, 
wrenched  it  off  the  flight,  and  sailed  off  with  the 
unfortunate  victim.  The  larger  fish  was  undoubtedly 
301b.,  if  not  more,  and  would  have  looked  so  nice 
in  a  case ! 


Mr.  Sheringham's  New  Book. 
"An  Angler's  Hours"  is  the  title  of  a  book 
which  Messrs.  Macmillan  &  Co.  have  in  the  press, 
and  are  to  publish  early  in  April.  The  author  is 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  who  was  recently  appointed 
to  the  control  of  the  angling  department  of  the 
Field,  in  succession  to  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  and  has 
already  made  so  many  friends.  He  continues  a 
tradition  of  literary  activity  which  attaches  to  that 
office  owing  to  its  having  been  held  by  such  men 
as  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  Mr.  William  Senior  ("Red 
Spinner"),  and  Mr.  Cook  (".John  Bickerdyke  "). 
Like  his  predecessors,  Mr.  Sheringham  is  keenlv 
interested  in  every  branch  of  the  gentle  art,  and 
his  sketches  are  meant  to  appeal  to  bottom-fishers 
and  fly-fishers  alike,  dealing  in  humorous  and 
descriptive  fashion  with  most  kinds  of  fresh-water 
angling.  Mr.  Sheringham  was  the  author,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Nevill  Meakin,  of  a  humorous 
fantasy,  "  The  Court  of  Sacharissa,"  which  appeared 
early  in  1904. 


Heinemann's  Favourite  Classics. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  Mr.  Heinemann's 
charming  Uttle  edition  of  the  complete  works  of 
Shakespeare  in  forty  volumes,  each  in  cloth  cover 
at  6d..  has  been  so  enormously  successful  that 
other  classics  are  to  be  added  to  this  admirable 
series.  Mr.  Heinemaim  sends  me  the  first  two 
volumes  of  the  poems  of  Tennyson,  with  an  intro- 
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duction  by  Arthur  Waugh.  I  know  no  series  in 
any  language  so  cheap  and  at  the  same  time  so 
good  as  this.  Each  volume  has  a  little  gem  of  a 
photogravure  as  frontispiece. 


A  Note  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  and  a  good 
Fish  Yarn. 

Air.  David  Pine,  sitting  at  a  table  looking  over 
that  lovely  Lake  Vyrnwy,  writes  : — 

We  have  had  vile  weather  so  far,  but  Sunday 
was  a  most  lovely  day.  I  have  just  returned  from 
fishing  with  twelve  good  trout.  The  fish  are  really 
good,  most  of  them,  and  some  in  wonderful  con- 
dition. I  killed  seven  beauties  on  Friday,  all  plump 
and  a  good  colour,  the  largest  weighing  1  lb.  2oz., 
and  fought  like  a  demon.  I  have  taken  ten  rain- 
bows, and  all  in  fine  order.  These  little  chaps  are 
the  gamest  fish  I  have  ever  seen,  and  appear  to 
thrive  wonderfully  well  in  Vyrnwy.  The  weather 
seems  to  have  '  taken  up '  at  last,  and  I  hope  to 
send  you  ckronicles  of  big  bags  this  week.  A  truth- 
ful piscator  in  the  smoking  room  here,  relating 
some  late  exploits  on  an  unknown  lake,  delivered 
himself  of  the  following: — 

"  'I  was  fishing  a  lake  last  year  early  in  March, 
and  found  a  considerable  portion  of  it  frozen  over. 
Fishing  along  the  edge  of  the  ice,  I  cast  my  flies 
inadvertently  on  to  a  portion  of .  it.  I  heard  a 
slight  concussion,  and  on  withdrawing  my  flies 
noticed  a  d«ad  trout  just  under  the  ice.  I  broke 
through  \vith  an  oar,  picked  the  trout  up,  and 
found  he  was  only  stunned.  He  had  seen  the  flies 
on  the  ice,  risen  at  them,  hit  the  ice,  and  with  the 
energy  of  the  rise  was  stimned,  and  so  found  his 
way  into  my  creel.' 

"Two  golfers  tried  to  cap  this  yarn,  but 
ignominiously  failed.  I  have  killed  111  trout  up 
to  date."  E,.  B.  Makston. 


GEEMAN  ANGLING  SONGS.* 
"ANGLERLIEDER." 


Dk.  Bkehm,  the  greatly  respected  President  of 
the  German  Anglers'  Union,  sent  me  recently  a 
copy  of  a  little  volimie  of  songs  for  anglers 
published  by  the  Union,  with  this  charming  letter 
in  EngUsh,  which  I  have  pasted  into  my  copy  of 
the  book.  R.  B.  M. 

"R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

"  London. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  in  presenting 
you  a  copy  of  a  little  publication  of  ours,  titled, 
'  Anglerlieder,'  containing  over  160  songs  grave 
and  gay  in  praise  of  angling.  Although  not 
all  of  the  songs  come  up  with  our  Schiller, 
Goethe,  or  Heine,  yet  there  is  true  poetry  in  many 
of  them  and  an  abundance  of  jollity  in  most  of 
them.  The  book  has  been  favourably  commented 
on  by  our  Press,  and — what  means  more — has 
found  a  large  circulation  among  the  German 
anglers,  who  sing  from  it  in  the  imofiicial  part  of 
their  meetings — '  the  fidulitas  ' — and  when  starting 
for  or  returning  from  their  fishing  expeditions. 
Supposing  that  our  songs  may  be  welcome  also 
to  those  of  our  English  angUng  friends  who  are 
familiar  with  our  language,  and  may  afford  them 
pleasant  hours  of  reading  or  singing,  we  shall  be 
glad  if  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  bring  a  Uttle 
note  on  the  '  Anglerlieder '  in  your  esteemed  journal. 

"  The  little  book  is  sold  at  the  price  of  mark  2.40 
(say,  2s.  6d.),  cloth  bound,  post  free,  by  Mitscher 
and  Rostell,  Jiiger  Strasse,  61a,  Berlin. 

"  We  remain,  sir,  with  the  German  anglers' 
greeting,  "  '  Petri  Hefl,' 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  "Dr.  Brehm, 
"President  Deutscher  Angler  Bund. 

"  Berlin,  Jan.  27,  1905." 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  making  this  extremely 
interesting  volume  known  to  our  readers,  and  can 
warmly  commend  it  to  all  anglers  who  can  read 
German,  as  well  as  to  all  German  anglers  in  England 
and  America.  These  German  anglers  are  a  jolly  lot. 
"  Wer  liebt  die  schiinste  Deutsche  Maid  "  is  the 
burden  of  many  of  these  songs,  and,  of  course, 
the  answer  is  "  Der  junge  Anglersmann." 

"Seh  ich  ein  hiibsches  Miigdelein, 

Regt  sich  das  Blut  in  mir, 

Ich  habe  einen  Angelschein 

Und  darf  auch  angehi  hier." 

*  "Anglerlieder.  Ein  Liederbuch  fiir  Deutsche 
Angler  und  Anglerinnen."  "  Angling  Songs  :  A 
Song-book  for  German  Anglers  and  Angleresses." 
Spe  Dr.  Brehni's  letter  for  price,  etq. — Ed. 


Which  verse  from  "My  Favourite  Sport  J'  may 
be  freely  translated — 

"1/  I  should  meet  a  pretty  maid 
Why  should  I  act  the  hernvit  ? 
Need  I  of  fishing  he  afraid 
When  I've  a  fishing  permit!  " 
And  so,  like  Piscator  and  Viator  and  Gorydon, 
these  jolly  German  anglers  go  singing  through  the 
meads, and  the  "angleresses " *  too,  for  some  of  the 
lady  members  of  the  Union  contribute  verses  in 
praise  of  the  sport.    Fran  Anni  Kilian,  of  Konigs- 
berg,  won  a  prize  offered  by  the  society  for  angling 
verse  with  her  "Das  Angehi  ist  PhUosophie  "— 
'•  Angling  is  Philosophy."    Good !    Another  smgs 
of  how  she  guessed  her  loveriwas  an  angler  by  the 
way  he  wooed  her. 

"  She  could  '  tell  it  from  his  eye,' 
And  the  ruay  ho  '  cast  his  fly.'  " 
But  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  these  angling 
songs  are  all  of  an  amatory  character,  which  is  not 
quite  the  case,  I  have  attempted  to  give  a  transla- 
tion— a  very  free  one— of  a  poem,  entitled,  "A 
Contribution  to  the  History  of  the  Art  of  Angling." 
I  got  to  the  twelfth  stanza  before  I  discovered  that 
this  German  angler-poet  sings — 

"  Wir  lieben  England  sonst  nicht  sehr." 
{E7igland  we  love  not  over  m%ch.) 
But  this  jeu  d' esprit  was  written  in  1901,  when 
the  minds  of  good  German  anglers  had  been 
poisoned  by  the  fabrications  of  the  gutter  press  as 
to  our  treatment  of  the  Boers,  and  especially  of  the 
supposed  cruelty  of  our  soldiers  to  Boer  women 
and  children.  The  official  German  history  of  that 
war  has,  let  us  hope,  effectually  cleared  us  of  such 
baseless  accusations  in  the  eyes  of  all  Germans 
whose  opinion  we  need  care  for.f  If  "  H.  B.  M." 
in  a  future  edition  of  these  "Songs"  will  modify 
his  version,  I  will  gladly  alter  my — translation,  if 
such  it  may  be  called.  I  asked  "  Dragnet,'-  who  is 
a  musician,  if  it  would  go  to  music;  he  said, 
"  Beautifully — to  the  tune  of  '  The  Cork  Leg ! !  " 
I  hope  he  is  not  pulling  my  leg,  but  I  "  hae  ma 
doots,"  for  I  never  heard  that  song.  If  it  limps, 
no  wonder.  R.  B.  Marston. 

ZUR  HISTORIA  VON  DER  ANGELKUNST. 

OONTRIBTJTION    TO  THE   HiSTORY  OF  THE    ArT  OF 

Angling. 

Melodie :  Als  Noah  aus  dem  Kasten  war. 
To  the  tune  of  "  The  Cork  Leg." 

Translated  from  the  German  of  "  H.  B.  M.'-' 
BY  R.  B.  M. 
1. 

Als  Noah  in  der  Arche  war. 

Da  f  iihlt  er  eines  Tages  Klar : 

"  Die  Fleischkost  bringt  Dich  nachstens  um 

Ein  Fishgericht  wiir  garnich  dumm, 

Doch  ach,  wie  fangst  du  Fische  ein,— 

Das  diirfte  halt  so  leicht  nicht  sein ! " 

When  Noah  was  sitting  in  the  Ark 

He  said  one  day,  "  My  words  noiv  mark, 

This  meaty  diet  makes  me  ivish 

HUiat  I  could  taste  a  hit  of  fish. 

But  how  to  catch  'em,  there's  the  riib — 

We've  got  no  gentles  in  this  tub." 

Chorus. 

From  north  to  south  and  from  east  to  west, 
Oh,  the  angler's  sport  is  still  the  hest  ! 
2. 

Drauf  dachte  augestrengt  er  nach, 
Bis  dasz  der  Herrgott  zu  ihm  sprach : 
"Nimm  dort  die  Stange,  alter  Mann, 
Und  binde  eine  Strippe  dran, 
Auch  einen  krummen  haken  noch, 
Und — Regenwlirmer  hast  du  doch  !  '" 

Noio  Noah,  he  bothered  his  old  head 

So  much,  the  Lord  unto  him  said : 

"  Take  up  that  pole,  you  hungry  man. 

And  fix  a  line  to't  if  you  can. 

Of  worms,  of  course,  you  hrought  a  pair, 

A  hook  tie  on,  and  there  you  are." 

Chorus. 


*  "  Anglerinnen,"  our  German  friends  call  them. 

t  This  writer  and  all  other  German  anglers  freely 
acknowledge  how  much  they  owe  to  English  angler- 
writers  from  Walton  onwards.  It  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  England  and  Germany  if  the  anglers  of 
both  countries  did  all  they  could  to  help  to  create  a 
better  feeling  between  the  two  nations. — R.  B.  M. 


3. 

Der  Noah  stippte  gleich  voU'lust 

Und  ward  sich  schmunzelnd  bald  bewuszt : 

"  Das  ist  ein  Sport,  der  mir  gef  iillt, 

Der  paszt  wahrhaftig  in  die  Welt!'" 

Er  angelte  bis  an  sein  grab 

Und  schrammte  hoch-befriedigt  ab. 

Into  the  Flood  Noah  dropped  his  bait. 
And  soon  caught  fish  at  su,ch  a  rate. 
Cried  he  :  "  This  angling  is  divine  ! 
No  more  for  fishes  need  we  pine." 
And  so  he  angled  with  content 
Until  his  days  on  earth  were  sjjent 

Chorus. 

4. 

Als  nachster  Fischer  wholbekaimt 
Sei  Petrus  rithmend  nun  genannt, 
Doch  ist  von  ihm  es  nicht  ganz  klar, 
Ob  er  ein  Reiner  Sportsmann  war, 
Dieweil  er  lieber  Seelen  fing, 
Statt  dasz  er  auf  foreUen  ging. 

The  next  great  Fisher  known  to  fame 
Had  "Simon  Peter'-  for  his  name. 
But  of  the  ways  of  sportsmen  true 
'Twas  mighty  little  that  he  knetu, 
For  he  ivould  rather  souls  2mll  out 
When  he  shoiold  have  heen  landing  Bainhoic 
trout. 

Chorus. 
5. 

Auf  Pfiihlen  haute  sich  im  See 

Der  Kelt'sche  Urmensch  sein  Palais, 

Und  tief  in  schlamm  dort  dann  und  wann 

Trifft  man  noch  Bronce-spinner  an, 

Auch  Haken  grob  aus  horn  und  stein — 

Das  mus  ein  Sport  gewesen  sein ! 

On  piles  in  lakes  the  Original  Celt 
Sat,  a7id  angled  for  salmon  and  smelt. 
And  from  deep  in  the  mud  we  now  and  then 
Fish  out  his  ancient  tackle  again. 
Bronze     Cholmondeley  "*  spinner  and  "  Pen- 
nell "  hook, 

Don't  we  know  'em  again  from  the  "  Modern  " 
hook^. 

{From  horn  and  stone  liis  hooks  he  made. 
And  there  were  no  water  hailiffs  to  make  him 
afraid). 

Chorus. 
6. 

Aus  spat'rer  Zeit  man  nennen  musz 
Den  Romer  Herrn  Ansonius, 
Der  einst  in  der  "Mosella"  sang 
Von  manches  guten  Fisches  Fang ; 
Doch  war  er  wen'ger  Anglersmann, 
Es  Kam  ihm  mehr  aufs  Essen  an. 

In  later  times  now  let  us  linger 

And  listen  to  that  Soman  singer 

Ansonius,  whose  tuneful  lays. 

Crowned  salmon,  of  Moselle,  with  hays ; 

'Tis  true  Jie  much  preferred  to  hite  'em— 

Than  with  his  Hardy  Bod  to  fight  'em. 

Chorus,- 
7. 

Im  Mittelalter  fischten  gem 
Des  Klosters  wohlbeliebte  Herrn  ; 
Sie  banded  Fliegen  schon  geschickt 
Und  mancher  Wm'f  ist  da  gegltickt, 
Auch  brachten  sie  in  Flusz  und  See 
Die  Fischbrut  Kiinstlich  in  die  Hoh  ! 

Monks  in  the  Middle  Ages  fine 
Of-eiv  fat,  loved  fishing,  and  good  wine. 
Invented  flies,  and,  chucked  'em,  when-right, 
Much  further,  even,  than  John  Enright.% 
They  also  stocked  the  lakes  and  streams 
With  artificial  Trout s  and  Breams. 

Chorus. 
8. 

Doch  fehlte  noch  der  echte  Sport 
Bis  ihn  mit  meisterhaften  Wort 
Ein  Angelsachse  dargestellt, 
Noch  jetzt  bertihmt  in  aller  Welt — 
Dem  Vater  Walton  drum  ein  Hoch  ! 
Was  er  gesagt,  gilt  heute  noch  ! 


*  Pronounced  "  Chumley,." 
t  See  "  The  Modern  Practical  Angler." 
j  Tlie  champion  fly-caster  of  modem  times. — 
R.  B.  M. 
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Though  men  caught  fish,  by  crooTc  or  hooJc, 
They  sadly  needed  a  good  booh, 
To  teach  the  art  tuith  rod  and  line 
To  fish  "far  off,"  and  to  " fish  fine." 
Then  Izaalc  Walton's  "Angler"  came 
And  won  for  him  eternal  fame. 

Chorus. 

9. 

Herr  Nelson — Ach,  dasz  Gott  erbarm ! 
Verlor  ein  Auge  und  'nen  Arm. 
Doch  iibte  er  die  linke  Hand 
Bis  er  im  Wurf  sie  sicher  fand 
Und  fang  alsdann  mit  Hoehgenusz 
Noch  manchem  Salmo  salmulus  ! 
Lord  Nelson,  fighting  for  his  Land, 
Lost  eye  and  arm,  and  his  right  hand, 
gfc    But  though  of  members  thus  bereft. 
He  learned  to  fly-fish  with  his  left. 
For  he  loved  catching  Trout  and  Tench,* 
As  imich  as  fighting  with  the  French. 

Chorus. 
10. 

Herr  Davy,  welcher,  wie  bekannt, 
Zuerst  das  Bogenlicht  erfand, 
Stand  gem  am  Bach  als  Angler  da, 
Und  schrieb  ims  die  "  Salmonia," 
Und  Horrocks.t  wie  Ihr  alle  wiszt, 
Der  beste  Fliegenfischer  ist. 
Sir  Humjjhry  Bavy,  whose  famed  lamp 
Saves  miners  from  tJi'  effects  of  "  damp," 
Loved  by  the  river's  bank  to  stray. 
And  catch,  or  ivrite,  "  Salmon-i-a." 
(You'll  see  that  it  my  rhyme  will  mar 
If  I  call  his  booh  "  Salmonia-r.") 

Chorus. 

11. 

Wir  lieben  England  sonst  nieht  sehr, 
Doch  diesen  Manner  Rhum  und  ehr  ! 
Die  weil  von  ihnen  jedermaim 
Noch  heutzutage  lemen  Kann, 
Und  weil  der  hoh're  Angelsport 
Sein  bestes  Vorbild  findet  dort. 

Although  he  does  not  "  love  "  «s  "  much," 
Says  this  cheehy  German,  in  double  Dutch, 
He's  obliged  to  admit,  like  an  honest  man, 
That  ivith  us  the  "love"  of  the  sport  began. 
Though  you  search  the  world  from  east  to 
west, 

He  admits  our  anglers  "  are  the  best." 

Chorus. 

Of  verses  still  there  are  some  more. 

But  I  fear  this  "German's"  a  bit  of  a  "Boer." 

{He  tells  how  anglers  on  every  hand 

Are  spreading  all  over  the  Vaterland.) 

Well,  if  we  don't  "  much "-  love,  we  don't 

much  hate  'em 
So  I  need  not  bother  to  translate  'em. 
Cliorus. 

Fro7n  7iorth  to  south  and  from  east  to  west, 
Oh,  the  angler's  sport  is  still  the  best  ! 

R.  B.  Makston. 


MESSES.  BUKBEEEY. 


Messrs.  Burberry,  of  30-31,  Haymarket, 
London,  also  at  Basingstoke,  Paris,  and  New 
York,  have  brought  out  an  admirably  illustrated 
price  list  of  the  various  garments  which  they  have 
brought  out  specially  for  "  car,  coach,  and  travel." 
They  have  agents  now  in  all  the  chief  towns.  For 
many  years  we  know  great  numbers  of  oxa  readers 
have  been  satisfied  with  the  iirm's  garments  for 
anglers,  and  it  is  quite  certain  travellers  by  motor 
car,  coach,  etc.,  will  be  equally  well  pleased.  As  they 
say  in  their  prospectus,  far  and  wide,  throughout 
the  Tropics,  Europe,  America,  and  the  Antipodes, 
nght  away  to  the  furthest  South  in  the  Discovery 
to  the  furthest  North  in  the  Fram,  the  benefits 
conferred  by  their  outfits  have  been  freely 
acknowledged. 


*  Nelson  was  not  only  a  fly  fisher  as  his  letters 
clearly  prove. — R.  B.  M. 

,t  Horrocks  was  an  English  angler  who  settled  at 
Weimar,  and  translated  Ronald's  "Fly  Fisher's 
Entomology. ' '  I  gave  his  poi  trait  and  some  account 
of  him  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  years  ago. — 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 
WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 

{Continued  from  page  182.) 

CHAPTER  V 1.— continued. 
Hackles  with  curved  fibres. — Feathers  with  curved 
fibres,  to  be  used  as  hackles,  should  not  be  doubled. 
As  examples,  take  jay,  teal,  or  guineafowl's 
feathers.  If  these  were  doubled,  the  fibres  would 
appear  curved,  in  opposite  directions,  when  wound 
on  the  hook;  and  spoil  its  appearance.  To  obviate 
this,  one  side  must  be  stripped  off.    The  illustra- 
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tion  shows  a  "right"  and  "left"  jay's  feather, 
with  one  side  of  each  stripped  off.  If  you  tied  in 
the  feather  on  the  right,  as  before,  and  wound  it 
up  the  body,  the  fibres  would  all  point  to  the  tail, 
and  the  blue  side  of  the  fibres  be  on  the  head  end 
of  the  fly,  as  it  should  be ;  but  if  you  did  the  same 
with  the  left  hand  feather,  the  fibres  would  point 
towards  the  head  end,  and  the  blue  side  of  the 
fibres  to  the  tail,  which  is  wrong.  To  prevent  this, 
the  ribbing  tinsel  must  be  wound  the  reverse  way, 
or  towards,  instead  of  from,  you,  and  the  hackle 
in  the  same  way  ;  then,  when  the  hackle  is  wounc 
behind  it,  the  fibres  will  be  in  their  proper  position 
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The  illustration  shows  a  guineafowl's  feather  (of 
which  the  right  side  was  stripped  off)  wound  on. 
The  reader  will  see  from  the  above  that  if  the  left 
side  of  a  hackle  is  stripped  off,  the  ribbing  and 
hackle  must  be  wound  from  him,  and  if  the  right 
side  is  stripped  off,  the  ribbing  and  hackle  must'^be 
wound  towards  him. 

Feathers  with  curved  fibres,  used  as  shoulder  or 
throat  hackles,  are  treated  in  the  same  way; 
"rights"  being  tied  in  on  the  side  of  the  hook 
nearest  you,  "lefts"  on  the  far  side.  Some 
dressers  when  using  "  left  "  jay  feathers  tie  in  the 
butt  end  and  wind  the  feather  from  them. 

When  stiff  and  thick-stemmed  feathers,  such  as 
golden  pheasant  tippets,  are  required  as  throat 
hackles,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  tie  a  bunch  of  fibres 
in  under  the  hook  as  shown.  They  should  be 
spread  slightly,  and  tied  on  with  a  couple  of  turns 
of  tying  silk.  The  nearer  these  turns  of  silk  are 
to  the  last  hackle,  the  more  the  fibres  will  stand 
out  from  the  hook,  and  the  further  away  they  are 
the  flatter  will  the  fibres  he. 

Length  of  fibres  and  quantity  of  hackle  at  the 
throat. — On  the  first  of  these  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  Some  fishermen  prefer  very  short 
fibred  hackles,  others  very  long.    With  the  first  I 


do  not  agi-ee  at  all.  The  part  of  a  hackle  on  the 
hook  is  to  give  the  appearance  of  life  to  a  fly  by 
the  movement  of  its  fibres  in  the  water.  The 
shorter  the  fii  ires  the  more  stiff  they  appear,  and 
consequently  they  show  less  life.  Surely,  therefore, 
the  longer  they  arc  (in  proportion,  of  course,  to  the 
size  of  the  fly)  the  better  will  they  play.  I  there- 
fore prefer  hackle  fibres  to  reach  almost  to  the  barb 
of  the  hook. 

As  to  the  quantity  of  hackle  at  the  shoulder, 
you  must  bear  in  mind  the  following  : — First,  Too 
much  hackle  will  cause  the  fly  to  swim  crookedly. 
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Second,  Some  flies  have  three  or  more  different 
coloured  hackles,  therefore  you  must  remember, 
the  more  hackles,  the  fewer  coils  of  each.  Third, 
The  coarser  the  fibres,  the  fewer  coils  are  required. 
Take  jay  or  guineafowl,-  Three  or  four  coils  as 
throat  hackles  are  quite  sufficient.  Fourth,  For 
some  rivers  very  little  hackle  is  preferable  to  a  lot, 
and  vice  versa. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  GEE  AT  DAY  WITH  THE  PIKE. 
IS  A  NEW  RECORD  CREATED  ? 


•■'  Everything  comes  to  him  who  waits,"  some- 
body once  said;  and  though  it  applies  to  myself 
just  now,  I  cannot  ever  expect  it  to  do  so  agam 
in  the  pike  branch  of  fishing.  The  middle  of 
February,  1905,  eleven  o'clock  on  a  dull,  breezy 
morning,  found  three  of  us,  M.,  H.,  and  the  writer, 
putting  two  spinnmg  rods  together,  and  discussing 
with  Wrendaughter,  the  keeper,  the  prospects  of 
"  their  feeding  to-day." 

Three  days  previously  I  had  fished  noted  water, 
different  places  each  day,  for  one  small  fish  not  big 
enough  to  keep,  my  companion  of  the  last  day 
getting  one  4ilb.,  and  the  middle  day  proving 
blank  to  him  also.  Well,  I  knew  sooner  or  later 
we  would  meet  when  the  gong  was  sounding  to 
fisher  and  fish,  as  the  former  at  all  events  would 
like,  and  so  it  happened  to-day.  M.  took  the  bows, 
H.  and  myself  in  the  stern. 

I  opened  the  ball  with  a  huge  dace  quite  oin. 
long  on  a  trace  and  flight  sent  me  by  Hardy  Bros., 
with  swivel  compeller  of  lead  wire  and  single 
triangle  with  belly  lead;  m  fact,  onlv  differing 
from  the  excellent  pattern  of  Mr.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell  in  that  it  had  the  twisted  Punjab  wire 
doubled,  instead  of  a  needle  at  end  of  flight,  and 
for  my  big  bait  I  had  to  fish  out  a  needle  to  get  it 
through  properly,  and  here  let  me  say  have  a 
needle  and  not  twisted  wire  fastened  on  to  the 
flight,  as  much  time  is  saved  thereby.  I  had  with 
me  some  flights  that  I  made  up,  and  liked  very 
much  before  the  end  of  the  day ;  wire  with  needle 
4lin.  long  soldered  on  at  one  end,  and  a  single 
triangle  soldered  on  also  at  the  other  end.  No 
wr-apping  to  come  undone,  and  the  weight  of  the 
solder  an  improvement  also.  :Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  is 
sending  me  a  flight  as  above,  save  m  that 'the 
needle  is  looped  at  both  ends,  and  the  flight  is  run 
through  the  thin  end  loop,  and  then  soldered  up. 
This  is  to  prevent  a  weak  spot  at  the  soldering; 
he  also  is  adding  a  swivel  just  above  the  baifs 
mouth,  a  very  good  idea  I  should  say,  but  we  will 
try  it.  Now  to  get  back  to  my  big  day  under 
Skipper  Wrendaughter. 

"  Plenty  of  water  here,  sir,"  quoth  he,  and  away 
flew  my  big  dace ;  yes,-  there's  one,  he's  let  go, 
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slowly  now,  and  a  different  course  for  the  next 
yard  or  two ;  there  again,  and  another  ejectment 
.  .  .  winding  in  quick,  bait  all  right  but  badly 
cut,  out  she  goes,  to  stop  after  the  first  lazy  wobble 
or  two,  and  this  time  I  hit  hard,  and  John  held 
hard  also,  but  the  hooks  missed  the  mark,  and  M. 
had  a  go  at  him,  with  a  flight  looking  like  a  coil  of 
barbed  wire,  three  triangles  and  a  sliding  lip.  I 
think  the  fish  wanted  to  brush  his  teeth  from  the 
way  he  took  them  all  in,  and  first  blood  fell  to 
him,  T^Ib. 

Here  let  me  state  that  I  tested  my  balance  with 
the  keepers  and  found  them  alike  ;  we  booked  the 
weight  of  each  fish,  and  never  used  the  gaif  all  day, 
liftmg  each  fish  out,  or  should  I  say  "  in,"  by  the 
eyes  with  finger  and  thumb. 

I  got  the  next,  61b.,  and  sent  the  bait  out  for  H., 
who  had  never  cast  from  the  reel  before,  and  only 
trolled  once,  and  in  his  recovery  he  hooked  and 
landed  a  7-pounder.  M.  followed  with  a  six  and 
seven,  myself  with  an  eight,  M.  with  the  first  we 
kept,  a  very  handsome  fish  of  121b.  Then  came  my 
turn,  and,  brothers  of  the  angle,  long  have  I  waited 
for  it,  a  handsome  hen  fish  of  31  lb.  It  was  weighed 
on  a  balance  that  weighed  up  to  301b.  only  at  the 
boathouse,  and  on  two  machines  at  home,  eight 
hours  later,  it  pulled  301b.  12oz.  The  two  balances 
we  had  with  us  in  the  boat  would  not  register  higher 
than  251b.,  and  I  think  4oz.  may  be  allowed  for 
shrmkage  in  eight  hours. 

Now  I  gave  it  up,  and  H.  and  M.  played  the 
game  hard,  constantly  both  rods  were  nodding 
seriously  at  the  same  time. 
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depends  on  weight,  wind,  and  water,  and  length 
of  leg. 

I  have  fired  the  Fishing  Gazette  readers,  I  fear, 
with  this  long  rigmarole,  but  I  do  hope  they  will 
forgive  me.  and  say  if  it  constitutes  a  record  for 
either — 

(1)  Number  of  pike  caught  spinning  in  one  day 
by  two  rods. 

(2)  Number  of  pike  caught  spinning  in  one  day 
by  one  rod. 

(3)  Weight  for  two  rods  spinning  in  one  day. 

(4)  Weight  for  one  rod  spinning  in  one  day. 
Also,  if  live-baiting  has  furnished  greater  records. 
Peter  Spicer  and  Sons,  taxidermists,  Leamington 

are  setting  the  two  fish  up  for  us,  advising  us  to 
have  them  set  up  instead  of  cast,  in  which  I  was 
surprised.  Still,  they  do  most  excellent  work,  and 
my  first  salmon  over  301b.  goes  to  them,  it  being 
ten  years  since  I  got  near  it— half  a  pound— then 
sent  it  to  pot,  and  261b.  has  been  my  best  since. 

The  pike  list  was  as  follows  :  — 

A.  J.  M.-7ilb.,  61b.,  71b.,  121b.,  121b  ,  71b.,  41b.. 
9ilb  ,  71b.,  5ilb.,  91b.,  31b.,  91b.,  41b.,  81b.,  81b 
91b.,  61b.,  71b..  91b.,  16Jlb.,  71b.,  1811b.,  91b.,  71b.'. 
61b.,   281b.,  71b.,   71b.,  5-ilb.,i  91b.,  61b.  Total 
thirty-two  fish,  2751b. 

A.  R.  H.— 71b.,  7|lb.,  41b.,  71b.,  9lb ,  91b.,  31b., 
91b.,  5^1b.,  61b.,  81b.,  151b.,  61b.,  5lb.,  7Mb.,  71b  , 
41b.    Total,  seventeen  fish,  119^1b. 

0.  P.— 61b.,  81b.,  311b.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b.,  121b 
Total,  seven  fish,  741b. 

In  all,  fifty-six  fish,  weighing  468ilb. 

May  the  fifty- two  returned  live  long  and  die 


I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  getting 
any  further  particulars  about  this  fish  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Roche,  the  photographer 
12,  Montpelier-hill,  Dublin,  and  asked  for  the 
address  of  the  captor,  as  the  fish  had  been 
illustrated  in  the  Daily  Graphic,  and  described 
as  "  caught  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Robinson,  J.P." 

In  reply  Mr.  Roche  told  me  that  he  did  not  know 
the  address  of  the  captor,  and  referred  me  to  Messrs 
Williams  &  Son,  Naturalists,  of  2,  Dame-street, 
Dublin,  who  in  reply  to  one  or  two  letters  informed 
me  that  the  pike  was  sent  to  them  for  mounting  by 
Mr  H.  L.  Robinson,  J. P.,  of  Roundstone,  co. 
Galway,  who  said  it  had  been  given  to  him  by 
a  Lough  Mask  fisherman.  Messrs.  Williams  added": 
'•  As  usual  most  of  the  large  fish  are  caught  by  men 
in  humble  walks  of  life."  Mr.  Robinson  had  the 
fished  weighed  at  Galway  Station,  and  said  that  it 
scaled  381b.  odd  ounces.  Messrs.  Williams  tell  me 
they  have  mounted  over  200  fish,  and  this  is  the 
largest  that  has  passed  through  their  hands. 

Since  getting  this  information  I  have  heard  from 
our  old  contributer,  Mr.  Ernest  Phillips,  of  Lan- 
caster, who  is  a  very  keen  pike  angler.    He  says :  — 

"The  Record  Pike. 
"  Deae  Sir, — Six  or  seven  weeks  ago,  a  line  ap- 
peared in  the  Fishing  Gazette  saying  that  a  381b. 
pike  had  been  caught  m  Ireland,  in  Lough  Mask, 
by  Mr.  H.  L.  Robinson,  J.P.  As  the  record  for  a 
pike  has  for  twenty  years  been  held  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine  with  a  37-pounder,  this  Irish  pike  was  an 
important  capture,  and  I   -snatched   the  Fishing 
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H.^got  into  some  reel  muddles  just  at  first,  but 
soon  improved,  and  for  a  novice  did  wonders.  At 
lunch  mine  was  the  best  fish,  and  how  they  both 
tried  to  lengthen  my  leg,  by  saying  what  a  fluke  it 
was  (which,  of  course,  it  was),  "  mere  luck,"  but  on 
the  whole,  were  very  sweet  about  it. 

We  had  forty- five  minutes  set  aside  for  lunch, 
and  found  the  pike  greedily  waiting  for  theirs.  M 
shortly  afterwards  landed,  or,  rather,  hauled,  one  in 
to  me  to  "eye"  for  him,  of  18ilb.,  as  the  keeper 
had  left  us  pro  tern.,  this  we  also  kept. 

H.  lost  his  gear,  by  not  taking  my  advice  and 
breakmg  a  few  feet  of  reel  line  off,  in  what  he 
called  a  huge  beast,  and  I  think  he  won't  do  it  again. 
To  see  how  the  new  lot  was  spinning  I  had  a  shy, 
and  got  one,  71b.,  H.  replymg  at  once  with  a 
15-pounder. 

M.  by  this  time  had  beaten  the  record  for  one  rod 
on  that  water,  and  I  thought  ought  to  be  getting 
nicely  mto  his  stride,  but  no,  he  was  pulling  as  hard 
as  ever,  and  presently  informed  us  he  was  mto  the 
best  fish  of  the  day,  and  indeed  it  looked  it,  when 
we  got  it  out,  another  hen  fish,  281b.  good.  We 
were  very  glad,  and  Tom  was  sent  for  my  fish  to 
compare  them  alongside  each  other.  I  had  a  few 
throws  from  the  bows  now,  and  got  a  brace  of 
5-pounders,  and  finished  my  day  up  with  one  of 
121b.  from  the  stern. 

We  stopped  fishing  at  4.30,  two  of  us  with 
specimens,  and  the  novice  with  rather  a  longing 
look.  I  heard  from  him  last  night  saying  he  had 
cast  44^  yards,  so  perchance  we  may  yet  see  him 
toeing  the  mark  with  plummet  depending,  for 
by  my  troth  he  hath  improved,  but  so  much 


game.  Might  I,  now  that  it  occurs  to  me,  rub  in  a 
word  of  warning  about  landing  fish  into  a  boat  that 
I  have  never  seen  referred  to  anywhere,  and  that  is 
when  the  rod  has  brought  the  fish  within  arm's 
length  of  the  lander,  great  care  ought  to  be  taken, 
so  that  in  the  event  of  the  hold  tearing  out  the 
spring  of  the  rod  will  not  send  the  hooks  into  the 
face  of  the  man  leaning  forward  to  land  the  fish. 
I  do  not  want  to  see  spinning  tackle  searching  any- 
one's features  when  I  am  present,  and  there  is  no 
safety  bolt  on  a  jack  rod. 

After  the  experience  I  had  that  day  of  disgorging 
the  hooks  for  M.  and  H.  whilst  the  keeper  held  the 
maws  open,  I  plump  for  the  single  triangle  in 
preference  to  the  many  hooked  flight.  It  is  more 
humane  and  less  trouble  to  extract,  besides  many 
other  advantages.  Oliver  Procter. 


THAT  38LB.  lEISH  PIKE. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  28  I  had  the 
following  note : — 

"A  Reported  38lb.  Irish  Pike. 
"  Some  of  the  papers  have  had  accounts  of  the 
capture  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Robmson,  J.P.,  recently  of  a 
pike  said  to  weigh  381b.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Robin- 
son for  authentic  details  as  regards  length,  girth, 
and  weight,  and  if  he  will  lend  it  to  us  for  the 
Earl's  Court  Fisheries  Exhibition.  One  account 
says  it  was  4ft.  in  length,  another  an  inch  less, 
which  is  not  much,  except  that  every  inch  in  a 
pike  that  size  means  a  difference  of  probably 
pounds  in  weight." 


\iV/:  Geo.  M.  Roche,  12,  Montpelier  Hill,  Dublin. 


Gazette  each  week  to  see  if  particulars  or  furthe.i 
comments  were  made.  But  never  a  line  appeared. 
So  I  have  taken  up  the  matter  myself,  and  can  now 
give  the  history  of  this  wonderful  pike.  To  begin 
with,  it  was  not  caught  at  all,  as  we  anglers  under- 
stand the  term.  It  was  taken  in  a  net  by  some 
Irish  fishermen  who  were  netting  Lough  Mask. 
Remarking  upon  its  size,  they  presented  it  to  Mr. 
Robinson,  J.P.,  and  he  sent  it  to  W.  Williams 
&  Son,  Naturalists,  Dublin,  to  have  it  mounted.  I 
have  had  a  letter  from  Wilhams  &  Son,  in  which  they 
confirm  those  details,  and  add  that  the  weight — 
381b. — is  absolutely  beyond  doubt.  Therefore,  it 
comes  to  this,  that  while  this  is  the  biggest  pike  of 
modern  times,  Mr.  Jardine  still  holds  the  palm  for 
having  caught  with  rod  and  line,  in  fail-  angling, 
the  record  pike  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge. 
In  fairness  to  Mr.  Jardine  these  facts  should  be 
made  public." 

Mr.  Phillips  confirms  all  I  said,  and  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  the  weight  of  this  fish  is 
authenticated,  and  also  the  fact  that  it  was  netted. 

R.  B.  M. 


Me.  Winlay,  of  Leith,  sends  the  following:— 
"  Mr.  D.  King,  Leith,  fishing  the  Tweed  bel  ,w 
Talla  on  Saturday  last,  had  a  fine  basket  of  fish 
over  101b.,  one  of  the  trout  weighing  4lb.  2oz. 
This  trout  was  hooked  opposite  Polmood,  and  after 
an  exciting  run  for  over  half  an  hour  was  safely 
landed  near  Kinglydoors  burn.  Other  good  baskets 
have  been  got  on  this  part  of  the  water.  Anglers 
are  now  beginning  to  find  the  benefit  of  the  close 
time." 


I 


March  25,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


203 


FISHING  IN  THE  HOME 
COUNTIES. 
By  Philip  Geen. 

{Continued  from  -page  181.) 
Jack.—l  have  stated  that  the  tail  and  inner  side 
of  the  island  is  the  home  of  a  number  of  jack  and 
perch.  I  may,  without  fear  of  exaggeration,  say 
that  the  quiet  water  extending  from  this  spot  to 
the  next  bend— about  400  yards— is  the  best  piece 
of  public  jack-water  within  twenty  miles  of  here, 
and  has,  without  doubt,  produced  more  large  fish 
than  any  other. 

Had  I  space  I  would  tell  you  something  of  the 
monsters  that  have  been  taken,  and  a  little  about 
a  brace  that  will  some  day  be  caught,  1  hope,  fairly 
with  the  hook.  Pike  or  jack  are  synonymous  with 
me.  It  is  a  solitary  animal  and  chooses  a  home 
amongst  rushes,  weeds  or  other  cover,  from  which 
it  can  strike  at  any  passing  prey,  and  whence  it  can 
come  forth  when  hungry  to  roam  over  its  hunting 
ground  until  satisfied.  It  is  the  least  particular  of 
Thames  fish,  and  will  take  almost  anything  that  has 
life,  only  limiting  its  seizures  to  the  capacity  of  its 
gullet,  and  hable  to  miscalculation  even  in  this. 
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The  Elm  Tree  Swim. 


Given  the  opportunity  it  will  so  gorge  itself  as 
not  to  require  food  for  several  days,  during  which 
tune  it  will  lie  up  in  its  weedy  haunt  in  a  semi- 
torpid  state  quite  reluctant  to  move  tail  or  fin. 

From  the  middle  of  April  to  the  second  week  in 
May  these  fish  are  gathered  together  in  the  most 
tavourable  spots— beds  of  rushes  if  there  are  any— 
to  propagate  their  species.  After  that  they  again 
disperse  to  their  old  haunts  and  habits  until  the 
winter's  floods  destroy  their  homes  and  they  have 
to  seek  for  the  rest  they  so  much  covet  when  not 
on  the  prowl,  in  back  eddies,  at  the  tail  of  islands 
under  banks  that  have  overhanging  branches  that 
break  the  river's  rush;  indeed,  behind  any  and 
every  cover  they  can  find,  as  they  are  too  lazily 
inchned  to  stem  the  stream. 

To  weedy  ponds,  or  deep  lakes,  where  there  are 
huge  fish  you  desire  to  catch,  you  should  take  a 
can  of  the  biggest  dace  procurable  and  use  them 
alive,  with  a  lead  to  sink  them  to  two-thirds  of 
the  depth,  and  a  float  to  keep  them  from  going 

The  most  sportsmanlike  and  pleasurable  way  to 
catch  this  fish  in  the  Thames  is  by  spinning,  and 
should  you  be  fortunate  enough  to  find  the  water 
clear  and  the  weeds  all  gone  on  some  mid-winter's 


day,  when  the  wind  is  softening  after  a  night's  hard 
frost  and  there  is  a  ripple  on  the  water,  you  will 
ever  after  that  spin  for  pike. 

When  these  (ish  are  on  the  feed  nothing  puts 
them  off.  I  have  hooked  tho  same  fish,  or,  rather, 
I  should  say,  he  has  had  my  bait  in  his  mouth,  a 
dozen  timps  and,  although  I  have  sometimes  struck 
with  violence  sufficient;  to  pull  him  entirely  from 
his  course,  yet,  when  near  me,  he  has  rrleased  the 
bait  from  his  sharp-toothed,  powerful  jaw  and 
retired  a  few  yards,  and  taken  the  bait  again  at 
my  next  cast. 

You  cannot,  therefore,  strike  too  hard  or  often 
while  the  fish  is  running  from  you,  but  be  quite 
gentle  when  he  is  coming,  or  you  may  render  him 
valuable  assistance  while  he  is  shaking  his  head 
with  wide-open  mouth  trying  to  get  free. 

At  times,  especially  when  the  water  is  very  clear, 
a  natural  bait  is  the  most  killing,  but,  as  a  rule,  a 
Spoon  or  the  Combination  Spoon  and  Phantom  will 
allure  them.    The  rod  must  be  stiffer  and  stronger 
than  that  used  for  trout,  so  that  you  may  strike 
with  such  vigour  as  will  move  the  bait  from  the 
tight  grip  with  which  a  pike  holds  his  prey  and 
give  the  hooks  a  chance  to  get  a  hold  of  him. 
There  are  a  number  of  good  bank  swims  on  each 
side  between  this  and  the  ditch 
where  the  water  flows  gently 
enough  for  the  laziest  of  roach, 
and  where  the  most  fastidious 
of  Lea  and  Thames  fishermen 
may  suit  themselves, 

I  must  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  tricks  that  are  played 
with  the  said  ditch. 

In  flood-time  the  fish  head 
up  here  for  shelter  and  food, 
and  then,  when  the  flood  has 
slightly  subsided,  they  are  at 
the  mercy  of  those  who  come 
for  them,  and  Preservation 
Societies  need  to  hasten  much 
to  race  the  poachers  in  the 
getting  of  them  out  of  these. 

In  this  particular  spot  of 
which  I  write  the  fish  were 
often  the  prey  of  a  set  of 
poaching  rascals,  who  laid  their 
flue-net,  first  across  the  mouth 
of  the  ditch,  and,  having  gone 
up  some  distance,  drove  the 
fish  down  into  the  net  with 
long  poles.  It  was  then  taken 
up,  emptied,  and  refixed  higher 
up,  and  another  length  was 
similarly  treated. 

It's  seldom  that  elms  consent 
to  have  their  roots  washed  by 
the  Thames ;  the  clump  before 
us  on  our  left  has  done  so  for 
many  scores  of  years  and  cast 
its  grateful  shade  in  summer, 
and  welcome  shelter  in  winter, 
over  the  fortunate  anglers  who 
have  fished  the  two  pitches 
known  as  the  Elms  Swim.  No 
matter  that  the  water  be  high, 
I  promise  dry  foothold  and 
,  a  quiet  corner  for  the  floats. 

Don  t  forget  your  worms,  as  you  may  fairly  expect 
a  few  good  perch.  Are  you  afraid  of  ghosts  ?  If 
so,  don't  come,  for  as  sure  as  spirits  are  permitted 
to  revisit  the  scenes  which  they  loved  while  in  the 
flesh,  so  surely  will  old  Mortimer's  spirit  hover 
about  these  trees. 

A  few  years  since  you  might  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  here  the  most  extraordinary 
enthusiast  that  ever  lived:  Here  he  fished  in  his 
prime,  a  tall  stalwart  man  ;  twenty  years  made  no 
difference  in  him,  he  continued  to  fish  his  favourite 
swim  with  the  best  of  tackle.  Another  twenty 
years  passed  and  the  hale,  hearty  man  still  did 
the  journey  from  Putney  to  Wraysbury  for  a  day's 
fishing.  Why  need  I  speak  of  the  journey?  It 
was  nothing  to  him  at  seventy ;  he  said  nothing 
of  it  ten  years  later,  but  some  of  us  who  knew 
and  respected  him  fancied  his  tackle  was  not  so 
fine  and  his  rod  not  so  long  and  tapering  as  it 
used  to  be. 

The  last  time  I  saw  the  grand  old  man  of  eighty 
years  was  as  he  stood  close  by  here  up  to  his  knees 
in  snow,  anxiously  watching  the  float,  which,  I  had 
noticed,  grew  larger  year  by  year.  Yes,  old  Mortimer 
IS  dead,  and  the  Elms  Swim  is  "  To  be  Let." 


[11'.  K.  Geen. 


and  dace  congregate  to  scour  and  where  a  trout  or 
two  of  small  size  are  sometimes  taken. 

On  the  opposite  side  is  the  meadow  adjoining 
Old  Windsor  Lock,  where  several  good  bank  swims 
can  be  found,  but  I  would  advise  anglers  not  to 
Visit  them  in  winter,  as  a  flush  of  water  makes 
them  unfishable. 

Stretching  across  the  river,  jutt  above  the  lock, 
are  the  foundations  of  the  old  weir;  should  you 
desire  to  take  a  barbel  in  July— they  are  scarcely 
worth  taking  then— bait  veil  with  greaves  twelve 
yards  up  stream,  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  across, 
and  you  will  soon  be  amongst  them.  Probably 
you  will  find  your  take  varied  with  other  fish  and 
among  them  some  good  dace,  which  are  very  fond 
of  greaves.  I  have  had  some  pretty  bags  of  this 
fish  from  this  spot,  and  he  makes  good  sport. 

Dace. — If  quantities  be  wanted,  if  so  many  dozens 
are  your  mark,  go  to  the  lower  river  between 
Teddington  and  Richmond  and  admire  the  skill 
with  which  your  fisherman  will  keep  the  swim  alive 
with  soaked  bread  and  bran,  or  rake,  and  help  you 
to  learn  the  knack  of  keeping  on  your  hook  the 
neatly  cut  square  of  bread-crust  until  the  proper 
striking  moment. 

You  will  enjoy  such  a  day,  and  will  return  home 
with  the  feeling  that  you  have  mastered  a  difficult 
lesson,  one  which  often  brings  great  success  in  the 
capture  of  both  dace  and  roach. 

I  prefer  up-river  reaches  and  larger  fish.  I 
choose  a  fairly  strong  stream  where  there  is  from 
four  to  six  feet  of  water  with  %n  even  bottom,  or 
where  it  shallows  off  towards  the  end  of  the  swim. 
For  ground-bait  soak  bread  in  the  water  in  which 
greaves  have  been  simmered,  mix  the  bread  with 
bran  and  chopped  greaves,  and  make  this  compound 
into  small  balls  with  sufficient  clay  to  take  them  to 
the  desired  spot.  Then  bait  your  small  hook  with 
white  pieces  of  greaves,  and  you  will  often  get 
good  takes  of  dace,  with  a  roach  or  two,  and 
perhaps  some  barbel,  if  there  be  any  near. 

Try  a  worm  occasionally  for  other  fish  that 
may  have  been  attracted,  and  thus  get  quite  a 
mixed  bag. 

We  are  at  the  end  of  the  Old  River,  and  my 
pleasant  task  is  done. 

I  hope  that  what  I  have  written  may  assist  the 
reader  in  his  special  quest.  Be  that  as  it  may,  let 
me  wish  him  luck  whether  he  fishes  in  Ireland, 
Scotland,  or  the  Home  Counties. 


FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT 
AT  THE  NATIONAL  MOTOR  BOAT 
AND  SPORTSMAN'S  SHOW. 
Held  in  Ma.dison-square  Garden,  New  York, 
Feb.  21  to  March  9. 


Before  us  is  a  stretch  of  shallows  where  chub 


{Continued  from  page  184.) 

Friday  Evening,  March  3,  8.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  18. — Light  Rod  Trout  Fly  Casting 
Contest.    Distance  only.    Open  to  all.    Rod  must 
not  weigh  more  than  4oz.     For  allowances  see 
Rule  1 6.    Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges  : — H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.,  M.  H.  Smith. 
Referee  : — Robert  B.  Lawrence. 
R.  C.  Leonard,  96ft.  Sin.  ;  H.  W.  Hawes,  85ft.  8in. ; 
L.  S.  Darling,  82ft.  ;  E.  J.  MiUs,  78ft.  6in. 

Mr.  Leonard,  using  a  ooz.  rod  with  separate  hand- 
grasp  and  solid  metal  reel-seat,  established  a  new 
record  for  this  style  of  casting  in  the  Garden,  beat- 
ing his  own  record  made  some  years  ago. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  March  4,  3.30  p.m. 
Event  No.  19. — Dry-Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy. 
Open  to  all.    The  flies  to  be  used  in  this  event  will 
be  furnished  by  the  committee.    At  buoys  20ft., 
30ft.,  40ft.,  50ft.,  and  60ft.    The  contestant  shall 
start  taking  aim  at  the  first  buoy  by  making  a 
reasonable  number  of  false  or  preparatory  casts  in 
the  air,  and  when  the  distance  is  determined  shall 
allow  the  fly  to  fall  on  the  water  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  centre  of  the  first  buoy.    The  fly  must  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  floating  on  the  water  for  a  few 
seconds,  and  then  retrieved  as  delicately  as  passible, 
and  the  next  buoy  ain.ed  at  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
so  on  until  five  casts  have  been  made.    One  at  each 
buoy.     If  fiy  falls  within  1ft.  of  buoy  cast  at, 
accuracy  shafl  be  considered  perfect.     For  each 
foot  or  fraction  of  foot  in  excess  of  1ft.  from  such 
a  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  counted,  and 
for  each  time  the  fly  fails  to  float  while  on  the  water 
a  demerit  of  one  shall  also  be  coimted,  the  sum 
total  of  such  demerits  divided  by  five  shall  be  con- 
sidered the  demerit  per  cent.    The  demerit  per  cent, 
deducted  from  100  shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent. 
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Sliould  the  fly  be  whipped  off^  time  will  be  allowed 
to  attach  a  new  one. 

J udges  : — Robert  B.  Lawrence,  H.  B.  Leckler. 

Referee  : — R.  C.  Leonard. 
J.  H.  Cruickshank,  1,  1,  2,  0,  2  ;  average,  6;  total,  ' 

98 -80  per  cent. 
G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  1,  1,  1,  4,  4;  average,  11; 

total,  97 -80  per  cent. 
D.  Brandreth,  4,  2,  1,  7,  20 ;  average,  34 ;  total,  93-20 

per  cent. 

L.  S.  Darling,  1,  2,  3,  6,  30;  average,  42;  total, 

OroO  per  cent.  ^ 
Sattjbday  Evening,  March  4,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  20.  —  Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Right  and  left-hand  event.  Distance  only.  Weight 
of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Open  to 
all.  The  contestant  is  allowed  six  minutes  for  two 
alternate  trials  of  one  and  a  half  minute's  duration 
to  cast  with  each  hand.  The  longest  cast  made 
during  each  one  and  a  half  minute  term  shall  be 
counted,  and  the  average  of  these  four  casts  shall 
be  the  score.    Highest  wins.  : 

J  udges  : — C.  G.  Levison,  M.  H.  Smith. 

Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

R.  C.  Leonard,  right,  99ft.,  94ft. ;  left,  81ft.,  81ft. ; 
average,  88ft.  9in.  H.  W.  Hawes,  right,  89ft.,  93ft.  ; 
left,  80ft.,  84ft. ;  average,  86ft.  6in.  L.  S.  Darling, 
right,  92ft.  6in.,  90ft. ;  left,  71ft.  6in.,  75ft.  ;  average, 
82ft.  Sin.  King  Smith,  right,  80ft.,  88ft. ;  left,  67ft. ; 
68ft. ;  average,  75ft.  9in. 

Monday  Afternoon,  Maech  6,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  NoT  21.— Trout  Fly-Casting  Contest.  For 
accuracy  only.  Open  to  all.  Distance  at  buoys, 
40ft.,  45ft.,  and  50ft.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of 
leader  unrestricted.  There  shall  be  five  casts  at 
each  buoy.  If  the  fly  falls  within  one  foot  of  the 
buoy  oast  at,  the  cast  shall  be  considered  perfect; 
for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  in  excess  of  one 
foot  from  such  a  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
counted.  The  sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided 
by  fifteen  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be 
the  accuracy  per  cent.,  and  the  highest  score  wins. 
Should  the  fly  be  whipped  off,  time  will  be  allowed 
to  replace  it,  and  one  minute  allowed  to  extend 
line  to  buoy  then  to  be  cast  at. 

J  udges : — G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  Perry  D.  Frazer. 

Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 
L.  S.  Darling,  0,  0,  0,  0,  1,  0,  1,  1,  0,  0,  1,  1,  1,  2,  0 

— 8;  score,  99"47  per  cent. 
N.  S.  Smith,  0,  1,  1,  0,  1,  0,  0,  1,  0,  1,  0,  I.  0,  1,  2— 

9  ;  score,  99'40  per  cent. 
J.  H.  Cruickshank,  1,  2,  3,  1,  0,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  1, 

3,  1 — 19  ;  score,  98-40  per  cent. 
D.  T.  Abei  crombie,  3,  4,  2,  2,  1,  0,  3,  2,  2,  1,  1,  1,  9, 

1,  3 — 35;  score,  97-66  per  cent.  ■ 

Miss  E.  J.  Cruickshank  practised  for  a  short  time 
with  her  brother's  rod,  a  pretty  exhibition  of  skill. 
Monday  Evening,  March  6,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  22.— Light  Trout  Fly  Rod  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Rod  must  not  weigh 
more  than  6oz.    For  allowances,  see  Rule  16. 

Judges  : — Harold  De  Raasloff,  J.  D.  Smith. 

Referee  : — H.  G.  Henderson. 

L.  S.  Darling,  89ft.  7in.  ;   D.  T.  Abeicrombie, 
09ft. ;  Robert  B.  Lawrence,  65ft.  6in. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  March  7,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  23.  —  Single  -  Handed  Bait  -  Casting 
Contest  for  Distance  and  Accuracy.  Open  to  all. 
Five  casts  stiall  be  madH  for  distance  with  Joz. 
rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Ten  casts  shall  be  made  for  accuracy — five  at  each 
of  two  buoys — 60ft.  and  80ft.  distance  from  casting 
point.  These  casts  to  be  made  with  ioz.  rubber 
frog,  and  for  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the 
frog  falls  fiom  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one 
shall  be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits 
divided  by  ten  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per 
cent.  Tlie  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100 
shall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent.  For  distance, 
five  casts  shall  be  made,  and  the  average  added  to 
the  percentage  of  accuracy  shall  constitute  the 
score.  Highest  wins.  No  restrictions  to  rod,  line, 
or  method  of  casting,  but  all  casts  must  be 
made  from  a  free-running  reel.  Should  frog  fall 
outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank,  tlue  east 
shall  count,  but  will  not  be  scored  for  distance,  but 
will  be  scored  for  accuracy. 

Judges:— F.  L.  Metcalf,  G.  M.  L.  LaBranche. 

Referee  : — C.  G.  Levison. 

C.  M.  Lucky,  distance  average,  65-6;  accuracy 
average,  50 ;  total,  160-60  per  cent.  L.  S.  Darling, 
distance  average,  61-8;  accuracy  average,  79  ;  total, 
153-90  per  cent.  Perry  D.  Frazer,  distance  average, 
38-4;  accuracy  average,  320;  total,  106-40  per  cent. 

The  low  scores  aie  in  part  due  to  the  fact  of  the 
event  being  delayed,  and  the  contestants  practising 
until   their    hnes  were    thoroughly  water-soaked, 
numerous  backlashes  resulting  in  consequence. 
Tuesday  Evening,  March  7,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  24. —Trout  Fly -Casting  Contest. 


Distance  only.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.  Excepting  those  who  have  cast  over 
90ft.  in  any  club  or  tournament  event. 

Judges  : — T.  D.  Smith,  R.  G.  Thomas. 

Referee  : — Milton  H.  Smith. 

R.  F.  Cruickshank,  85ft.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie, 
76ft.  8in.  ;  W.  F.  Cruickshank,  75ft. 

Wednesday  Afternoon,  March  8,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  25. — Single  -  Handed  Bait -Casting 
Contest.  For  distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Five 
casts  shall  be  made  overhead  for  distance  with  a 
^oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Each  contestant  may  make  not  more  than  three 
trial  casts  before  casting  to  score.  No  limit  to 
weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  casts  must  be  made  from 
free-rimning  reel.  Should  the  frog  fall  outside  the 
side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  count,  but 
will  not  be  scored.    Longest  cast  to  count. 

Judges  : — H.  G.  Henderson,  L.  S.  Darling. 

Referee  : — R.  H.  Klotz. 

R.  C.  Leonard,  115ft.  7in.  ;  G.  M.  L.  LaBranche, 
79ft.  9in. ;  H.  W.  Hawes,  63ft.  5in. 

Mr.  Leonard  established  a  new  record  for  the 
Garden,  but  made  a  still  longer  cast  that  did  not 
count,  the  frog  going  outside  the  tank,  the  light 
being  very  poor.  Mr.  Hawes  cast  about  125ft.  ia 
one  attempt,  but  his  frog  also  fell  outside,  and  the 
score  did  hot  count.  All  used  5^ft.  split-bamboo 
rods  fitted  with  three  large  narrow  agate  guides 
and  an  agate  top,  small  free-running  multiplying 
reels,  and  very  thin  lines. 

Wednesday  Evening,  March  8,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  26. — Single-Handed  Trout  Fly-Casting 
Contest.  Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Excepting 
those  who  have  cast  over  100ft.  iu  any  club  or 
tournament  event.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of 
leader  unrestricted. 

Judges : — H.  G.  Henderson,  Robert  B.  Lawrence. 

Referee  .-— R.  H.  Klotz. 

L.  S.  Darling,  93ft.;  King  Smith,  81ft.;  N.  S. 
Smith,  77ft.  6in.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  70ft.  Sin. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  March  9,  3.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  27. — Black  Bass  Fly-Casting  Contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  A  fly  on  a  No  4  hook 
to  be  used  ;  these  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

J  udges  : — R.  B.  Lawrence,  H.  G.  Henderson. 

Referee  : — J.  D.  Smith. 

L.  S.  Darhng,  95ft.  ;  N.  S.  Smith,  75ft.  7in.  ;  Dr. 
J.  G.  I\:nowlton,  73ft.;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  71ft. 
Thursday  Evening,  March  9,  8.30  p.m. 

Event  No.  28. — Single-Handed  Trout  Fly-Casting 
Contest.  Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Weight  of 
rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 

J  udges : — H.  G.  Henderson,  R.  B.  Lawrence. 

Referee  :'- — R.  H.  Klotz. 

L.  S.  Darling,  98ft.  4in. ;  N.  S.  Smith,  77ft.  6in. ; 
D.  T.  Abercrombie,  72ft.  ;  M.  H.  Smith,  60ft. 


CHICAGO  FLY-CASTING  CLUB. 
Incorporated  1892. 


"  Chicago,  March  8. 

"  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  Dec.  28  was  duly 
received,  and  some  time  thereafter  the  committee 
made  their  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club  upon  the  replies  received 
from  various  quarters  as  to  the  patronage  a  Ply 
and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  would  receive  the 
coming  year.  Our  club  then  decided  to  hold  a 
tournament  open  to  all  in  the  month  of  August, 
1905.  The  plans  for  the  tournament  are  now  being 
perfected,  and  doubtless  in  a  short  time  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  will  have  a  schedule  of  events 
and  some  more  definite  announcements  to  make, 
which  we  will  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you. 

"  We  appreciate  your  very  cordial  response,  and 
trust  that  some  of  your  club  who  are  interested 
will  prepare  to  visit  our  tournament.  It  would  be 
extremely  gratifying  to  us  to  have  a  team  of  casters 
present. from  England. — Yours  very  sincerely, 
"F.  M.  Peet,  ) 
"  W.  T.  Church,  |Oommittee." 

"G.  A.  HiNTERLEITNER,) 


TEACHER  OF  SALMON  FLY 
CASTING. 

Mr.  Newham,  of  Lake  Cottage,  Wimbledon 
Park,  informs  me  that  he  is  giving  lessons  in  salmon 
and  trout  fly  casting,  and  that  his  daughter,  who 
cast  so  well  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  is 
also  giving  lessons  to  ladies.  The  casting  is  done 
on  the  lake, 


MESSRS.  WYERS  FRBRES 
SPECIALITIES  FOR  ANGLERS. 


Me.  Albert  Smith,  the  very  courteous  manager 
of  the  English  branch  of  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  of 
Contmental  Works,  Redditch,  and  Quai  du  Louvre, 
Paris,  called  on  me  recently.    Mr.  Smith  brought 


The  "Mirror"  Spinner. 
For  Trout,  Salmon,  Pike,  Mahseer,  etc. 

me  a  few  samples  of  the  firm's  novelties.  Of 
these  I  may  mention  some  new  spinning-baits,  or, 
rather,  modifications  of  old  spinning-baits.  For 
instance,  Wyers'  improved  "Mirror"  spinner  is  a 


The  "Corsair." 


modification  of  the  Chapman  natural  dead  bait 
spinner,  with  extraordinarily  large  fans  which  are 
flat  and  bright,  and  give  ofl'  mirror-like  reflections  in 
the  water.  Certainly  the  fault  of  most  of  the  English 
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natural  bait-spinners  is  that  the  fans  are  too  small 
to  spin  a  bait  properly,  and  are  very  often  badly 
i  constructed — if  anything,  the  fans  of  the  "  Mirror  " 
err  on  the  side  of  being  too  large  ;  it  is  made  in  six 
sizes,  and  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  pike  anglers, 
especially^for  waters  which  are  not  very  clear. 


The  "Plunger  Devon"  (No.  1626). 

The  "  Corsair  "  is  a  very  "  rum  cove  "  to  look  at,  but 
Messrs.  Wyers  claim  that  it  is  a  "devil  to  go."  The 
head  is  made  heavier  than  the  body,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  this  causes  it  to  imita"te  the  diving  motions  of 
a  live  fish  to  perfection.  My  experience  is  that  fish 
fleeing  from  pike,  perch,  etc.,  do  not  dive,  but  come 
up,  and  scud  along  near  the  surface ;  still,  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  diving  action  should  not  be  attractive. 


"Chav'agnac"  Combination  Spoon  and  Spinner. 

especially  as  the  fault  of  most  spinning  is  that  the 
bait  is  drawn  too  near  the  surface. 

The  "  Plunger  Devon ' '  was  made  by  Messrs.  Wyers 
at  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Villevert  for  fishing  in 
deep,  strong,  rapid  rivers.  It  is  of  solid  brass,  and 
if  it  spins  well,  as  it  should  from  the  shape,  it  would 
answer  for  salmon  and  big  trout  in  strong  water. 
The  ''  Chavagnac  "  combination  spoon  and  spinner  is 
ingenious,  an  outside  spinner  revolves  round  an  inner 
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one  ;  I  should  be  afraid  to  trust  the  hook  attach- 
ment shown  in  the  illustration.  The  New  Francia 
"  Riflet  "  flat  spinning  bait  is  a  flat  Devon  with  extra 
large  fans.  I  like  the  look  of  the  (No.  2557)  spinner, 
with  but  one  small  and  one  large  hook.  I  am  sure 
we  use  too  many  hooks  on  our  spinners.  Count 
Chavagnac  seems  to  be  very  fond  of  inventing 
fishing-baits  and  tackles  ;  his  live-bait  saddle  tackle 
is  very  ingenious.  His  pike  gag,  made  of  steel  to 
sell  for  sixpence,  is  certainly  as  cheap  as  it  is  simple, 
and  the  2d.  hook  extractor  or  disgorger  is  also  an 
improvement. 

Of  the  very  ingenious  Wyers'  patent  "  Chavagnac  " 
casting  reel  I  shall  have  something  to  say  when  I 
have  given  it  a  good  trial  ;  it  is  another  of  the 
Count's  inventions,  and  he  has  had  a  powerful  6ft. 
rent  bamboo  casting  rod  made  for  use  with  it.  On 
one  of  these  rods  and  reels  an  American  customer 
of  the  firm,  Mr.  E.  Lipkau,  killed  a  pike  of  431b. 
weight,  and  58in.  in  length,  in  Hunter's  Lake, 
Wisconsin. 

The  "  Rozeville  Alligator "  spinner  will  spin  a 
large  dead  bait  well,  and  hold  it  on  till  torn  to 
pieces — I  have  tried  it  and  speak  from  experience. 
It  will  be  seen  that  three  prongs  go  right  through 
the  bait. 

The  "  RozeviUe  "  steel  landing-net  is  one  which 
will  be  appreciated  by  aU  who  do  not  object  to  a 
triangular  net ;  it  is  a  handsome,  well-made  affair, 
fitted  to  a  two-piece  telescopic  landing  handle. 
Wyers'  new  registered  swivel  has  a  "  catch  hook  " 
attached,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  more  secure  than 
most  of  the  spring  catch  attachments  which  are 
so  extremely  convenient  when  you  want  to  change  a 
lead  orabait.  Tlie  "Villard"  gaff  and  handle  is  the 
invention  of  a  well-known  Erench  salmon  fisherman. 
Commandant  Villard.  Mr.  Albert  Smith  assured  me 
that  the  knuckle  joint  is  so  strong  and  well  made 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  its  breaking.  All  the  same 
I  should  always  prefer  to  use  a  gaff,  the  steel  of 
which  is  in  one  piece.  There  are  two  clips  on 
the  gaff  handle.  "It  is  well  known  that  the  first 
attempt  of  an  angler  to  gaff  his  own  fish  is  often 
a  failure.  At  this  time  he  has  the  gaff  fully  thrown 
out,  and  it  is  then  nearly  impossible  to  replace  it  on 
the  sling  at  his  back.  The  second  cUp  is  provided 
in  order  that  he  can  readily  slip  it  on  the  sling  in 
front,  where,  being  secure,  it  releases  both  hands  for 
playing  the  fish."  I  presume  Commandant  Villard 
would  never  think  of  carrying  the  gaff  fully  extended 
ready  for  action  slung  from  the  front  of  the  sling, 
because  being  telescopic  if  one  touched  a  rock  or 
stone  in  scrambling  after  a  fish  the  joints  would 
collapse  and  the  gaff  poiat  might  in  falling  go  into 
one's  head  or  neck.  It  could  be  carried  with  the 
gaff  hook  turned  over  and  the  point  out  of  action,  and 
then  opened  for  use,  but  I  rather  gathered  from  Mr. 
Smith  that  it  was  carried  all  ready  for  use. 

The  "Villard"  improved  steel  folding  landing  ring 
in  three  pieces  is  the  best  folding  steel  ring  I  have  ever 
seen  ;  it  is  a  capital  shape,  very  strong  and  yet  Ught. 
The  "Rozeville  "  bait  and  tackle  box  will  hold  four 
baits  any  size  from  2in.  to  4ui.  Rows  of  springs 
are  arranged  in  tubes,  so  that  any  bait,  irrespective 
of  size,  is  securely  held  in  position.  The  fittings  make 
it  expensive,  as  the  box  costs  20s.  One  of  the  things 
I  was  much  taken  with  among  the  many  good  ideas 
Mr.  Smith  showed  me  (I  have  only  been  able  to  refer 
to  a  few  of  them)  is  Wyers'  "  Roseau  "  bottom  rods. 
They  are  made  of  some  special  kind  of  bamboo,  are 
very  light  and  very  cheap  ;  one  rod  is  16ft.,  and  with 
a  short  butt  14ft. ;  it  is  ringed  and  has  winch  fittings. 
If  these  rods  are  really  strong  they  will  be  greatly 
appreciated,  as  they  are  so  delightfully  light — the 
20ft.  rod  is  only  7s.  6d.  This  rod  is  a  great  favourite 
with  French  roach  banl?;  anglers.  Messrs.  Wyers  are 
making  some  fine  built  cane  rods  weU  designed  and 
well  finished,  including  Air.  George  M.  Kelson's  latest 
patterns,  with  a  very  good  and  new  lockfast  joint 
designed  by  Mr.  Kelson.  The  joint  is  a  little  bit  com- 
plicated, but  once  you  grip  the  idea  you  find  it  is 
easy  enough  ;  it  makes  turning  of  the  joint  in  the 
socket  from  the  action  of  casting  impossible,  and  it  is 
also  impossible  for  a  joint  to  work  loose.  The  only 
objection  I  could  make  is  that  the  rim  of  the  female 
ferrule  is  cut  into  to  allow  a  slot  or  pin  to  pass,  but 
this  is  quite  compensated  for  by  a  metal  ring  which 
is  afterwards  screwed  up  over  it ;  and  as  long  as  this 
ring  keeps  in  place  there  is  no  fear  of  a  possible 
break.  Another  point  about  this  ferrule  is  that 
it  is  made  hexagonal  to  fit  over  the  hexagonal 
cane  and  round  to  fit  into  the  round  ferrule, 
which  seems  to  be  a  decided  improvement  and  a 
new  one.  A  feature  of  the  "  Kelson  "  rod  is  the 
very  small  upright  rings  with  which  it  is  pro\nded{; 
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they  are  very  light  and  look  very  neat,  but  I 
fancy  rnost  salmon  anglers  will  prefer  a  larger  ring. 
The  improved  "Kelson"  double-tapered  salmon 
fly  casting  lines  are  "  prepared  under  the  air  pump, 
polished  and  finished  on  the  improved  'Kelson '  prin- 
ciple, and  made  in  four  sizes."  This  new  line  feels 
as  smooth  and  springy  as  a  new  round  leather  shoe- 
lace ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dressing  on  the  line,  and 
with  the  thumb  nail  you  can  peel  it  off  to  the  core 
— that  is,  the  line.  It  is  claimed  for  it  that  it  never 
"  cracks  or  chips  off,"  but  "  simply  wears  through  "  ; 
it  must  be  very  wonderful  stuff  rf  this  statement  is 
correct.  Messrs.  Wyers'  catalogue  covers  every 
branch  of  fresh  and  salt  water  angling,  and  does 
them  great  credit;  it  is  also  very  flattering 
to  Messrs.  Hardy's  catalogue,  the  style  and 
get-up  of  which  have  evidently  given  Messrs. 
Wyers  "points."  Then,  as  Messrs.  Hardy  have 
a  "  Crocodile "  spinner,  Messrs.  Wyers  try  to 
swallow  it  with  the  "Alligator."  It  is  quite 
evident  that  Messrs.  Wyers  are  willing  to  listen  to 
anglers'  fads,  and  if  the  fads  are  good  ones,  why 
not  ?  The  illustrations  of  five  game  fish  on  the 
third  page  of  cover  of  Messrs.  Wyers'  list  are  poor 
— that  of  the  grayling  is  awful. 

R.  B.  Maestok. 


KECOED  OF  LAKGE  FISH,  OTHEE 
THAN  SALMON,  OF  THE 
PAST  SEASON. 


The  season  which  terminated  on  March  15  has 
been  distinguished  by  the  nimibers  of  large  trout 
captm-ed  in  English,  Irish,  and  Scotch  rivers  and 
lakes.  A  161b.  trout  comes  notably  to  the  front ; 
this  fine  fish  was  caught  in  the  River  Test  at 
Broadlands,  near  Romsey,  Hampshire,  by  the  ten- 
year-old  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  EveljTi  Ashley  in 
April,  the  opening  month  for  trout  fishing. 

The  Thames,  Kennet,  and  Colne  have  yielded 
fine  S.  fario  of  81b.  and  101b.  ;  the  Itchen  one  of 
111b.  6oz.  among  many  other  large  specimens; 
and  Blagdon  Reservoir,  Somersetshire,  a  dozen 
trout  ranging  from  51b.  to  9Jlb.  Many  large  pike 
have  "  bitten  gimp  "  for  the  last  time,  of  which  a 
fine  fish  of  about  31  lb.  was  captured  in  a  west 
country  lake.  A  roach  of  3lb.  lO^oz.  was  netted  in 
the  Bristol  Reservoir.  An  asterisk  (*)  denotes 
specimens  of  remarkable  size. 

April,  1904. 
Test,  Romsey,  Hants,  trout,  161b.*  Derwent, 
Matlock,  trout,  31b.  6oz.  Thames,  Staines,  trout, 
41b.  12oz.  Wye,  near  Matlock,  trout,  51b.  14oz. 
Thames,  Shepperton,  trout,  51b.  3oz.  Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  lOJlb.  Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout, 
51b.,  61b.,  6ilb.,  61b.,  and  7ilb.  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  trout,  71b.  and  41b.  12oz. 

May. 

Thames— Halliford,  trout,  S^lb.,  5^-lb.,  and  7|lb. ; 
Pangbourne,  trout,  71b.  and  51b.  3oz. ;  Staines, 
trout,  51b. ;  Simbm-y,  trout,  7flb. ;  Chertsey,  trout, 
551b.  Lough  Melyin,  Ireland,  trout  (S.  ferox), 
61b.  and  51b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.,  61b., 
and  61b. ;  ditto,  gillaroo,  41b.  Lough  Derg,  Ireland, 
trout,  51b.  Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.  and 
61b.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  8^1b.  and  o^lb. 
Clwyd,  Wales,  trout,  51b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
pike,  221b.  and  241b.  Lough  Owel,  Ireland,  pike, 
201b. 

June. 

Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  121b.*  and  lljlb. 
Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  71b.  Lough 
Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.,  6ilb.,  51b.,  4]lb., 
7lb.,  6Jlb.,  and  4ilb.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland, 
trout,  81b.,  51b.,  4|lb.,  and  51b.  Lough  Conn, 
Ireland,  trout,  7ilb.  and  51b.  Lough  Melvin, 
Ireland,  S.  fero.r,  61b.  and  6jlb.  Lough  Ivillftmey, 
Ireland,  trout,  71b.  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  iS'.  ferox, 
llflb.*  River  Bann,  Ireland,  trout,  o^lh.  Lough 
Conn,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.,  81b.,  5jlb.,  51b.,  and  51b. 
Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  161b.,*  131b., 
lOilb.,  9lb.,  BAlb.,  8lb.,  71b.,  and  5ilh.  Lough 
Erne,  Ii-eland,  trout,  BJlb.,  7ilb.,  and  5Jlb. 
Loch  Shin,  Scotland,  S.  ferox,  101b.  and  71b. 
Loch  Inver,  Scotland,  S.  ferox,  Gilh.  and  7}lb. 
Avon,  Salisbury,  trout,  5ilb.  Darenth,  Kent,  ti'out, 
i^lh.  Thames — Cookham.  trout,  S.^lb. ;  Lechlade, 
trout,  7lb.  Driffield  Canal,  trout,  olb.  Deveron, 
Scotland,  trout,  61  b.  Colne,  Gloucestershire,  trout, 
551b.  Test,  Hampshire,  trout,  61b.  9oz.  Kennet, 
Newbury,  trout,  81b.  Boz.  Colne,  Middlesex,  trout, 
81b.    Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  241b.,  and 
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261b.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  221b., 
and  251b.  %dal  Lake.  Westmoreland,  pike,  21  lb. 
Frogmore  Canal,  pike,  221b.  and  25ilb.  Thames — 
Shepperton,  barbel,  71b. ;  Hambledon,  barbel,  6ilb. ; 
Weybridge,  barbel,  6.ilb. ;  Marlow,  barbel,  7^1b. ; 
Hampton  Court,  barbel,  81b.  ;  Teddington,  bream, 
6^1b. ;  Medmenham,  chub,  41b.  lOoz. ;  Pangbourne, 
chub,  41b.  12oz.  Ouse,  Cambridgeshire,  chub, 
51b.  8oz. 

July. 

Thames,  Penton  Hook,  trout,  81b.  Lough 
Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  51b.,  6flb.,  and  51b.  Moy, 
Ballina,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.,  71b.,  51b.,  61b., 
101b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  91b.,  51b.,  and  6ilb.  Lough 
Erne,  Ireland,  trout,  7ilb.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland, 
pike,  221b.  and  231b.  Isla,  Scotland,  pike,  211b. 
Till,  Btal  Grange  water,  pike,  271b.  Shin,  Scot- 
land, trout,  8.  ferox,  121b.,*  101b.,  and  71b. 
Hampton  Court,  Long  Water,  carp,  17^1b.  Ouse, 
Sussex,  carp,  lOjlb.  and  llilb.  Adur,  ditto,  carp, 
Qilb.  Penn  Pond,  Eichmond,  carp,  8Jlb.  Ouse, 
Huntingdonshire,  chub,  5ib.  Avon,  Christchurch, 
chub,  7^1b.*  Thames— Datchet,  dace,  1  lb.  loz. ; 
Old  Windsor,  barbel,^  7Jlb. ;  Beading,  barbel,  8Ib. 
and  71b.  Trent,  Kelham,  barbel,  61b.  Trent, 
Holme  Pierrepoint,  barbel,  61b.  2oz.  and  51b. 
Ouse,  Huntingdonshire,  roach,  21b.  5oz.  Nene, 
Peterborough,  bream,  61b.  and  5ilb.  Lea,  Dobbs 
Weir,  bream,  6ilb.  Lea,  Hoddesdon,  bream, 
51b.  7oz.  Avon,  Warwickshire,  bream,  71b.  Exe, 
Exmouth,  bass,  12ilb.*  Some  very  fine  trout 
were  caught  in  the  river  Itchen,  Winchester, 
during  this  month —namely,  on  July  8,  two, 
weighing  respectively  4^1b.  and  3flb. ;  July  9, 
two,  weighing  respectively  4ilb.  and  71b.  2oz. ; 
July  11,  two,  weighing  respectively  3^1b.  and 
4Jlb.  ;  July  14,  one,  weighing  111b.  6oz.*  The 
11  lb.  6oz.  trout  was  as  well  fed  as  any  salmon, 
a  comparatively  young  fish,  with  a  small 
head,  and  without  any  curving  up  on  the  point  of 
the  lower  jaw.  A  pike  of  361b.  6oz.,  reported  as 
being  caught  in  Lough  Conn  this  month,  on  investiga- 
tion proved  to  be  another  "  fairy  tale."  The  fish  just 
turned  the  scales  at  291b.  These  constant  perver- 
sions of  the  truth,  which  reach  us  from  this  part  of 
Ireland,  make  our  readers  disbelieve  there  are  such 
monster  pike  in  Lough  Conn,  and  to  prefer  fishing 
English  lakes,  which  undoubtedly  hold  very  big 
ones. 

August. 

West  of  England  Xake,  pike,  31  lb.  4oz.*  ;  Colne, 
Rickmansworth,  trout,  81b.  2oz.  River  Don,  Scot- 
land, trout,  7^1b.  Bluntfield  Pond,  Scotland,  trout, 
6^1b.  Annan,  Galabank,  Scotland,  trout,  91b. 
Newe,  Scotland,  trout,  8^1b.  Loch  Leven,  Scot- 
land, trout,  71b.,  51b.,  and  4flb.  Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  lO^lb.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland, 
trout,  5ilb.  and  7flb.  Nene,  Lincolnshire,  chub, 
51b.  15oz.  and  51b.  14oz.  ;  ditto,  carp,  71b.  Witham, 
Lincolnshire,  bream,  5^lh.  Stour,  Suffolk,  bream, 
51b.  Arun,  Sussex,  bream,  51b.  Thames— Kings- 
ton, bream,  4flb. ;  ditto,  carp,  lOilb.  Brew, 
Somerset,  carp,  131b..  3oz.*  King's  Fishery, 
Hounslow,  tench,  51b.  Thames,  Windsor,  barbel, 
71b.  2oz.  Manifold,  Derbyshire,  trout,  51b.  Inchna- 
damph,  Scotland,  S.  ferox,  71b. 

September. 

Blagdon  Reservoir,  Somerset— trout,  91b.  2oz., 
81b.  loz.,  91b.  loz.,  51b.  4oz.,  61b.  4oz.,  61b.  2oz., 
61b.  14oz.,  51b.,  81b.  8oz.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  14oz. 
Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.  and  5ilb. 
Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Lough  Cullen, 
Ireland,  trout,  74lb.  Assynt,  Sutherland,  Scot- 
land, trout,  71b.  Thames— Kingston,  carp,  7f  lb. ; 
ditto,  barbel,  5Jlb. ;  Henley,  barbel,  7^1b.  ; 
Weybridge,  barbel,  6ilb. ;  Staines,  bream,  51b.  6oz. 
Ouse,  Huntingdon,  tench,  4^1b.  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen,  Ireland,  pike,  221b.  Foxford,  Ireland,  pike, 
2811b.  ^ 

October. 

Loch  Achanalt,  Scotland,  trout,  71b.  and  51b. 
Teviot,  Scotland,  trout,  71b.  Private  water, 
Gloucestershire,  rainbow  trout,  91b.  Thames' 
Penton  Hook,  bream,  51b.  6oz. ;  ditto,  chub,  4Jlb! 
Welland,  Lincolnshire,  chub,  51b.  6oz.  Avon, 
Hampshire,  chub,  51b.  14oz.  Chichester  Canal' 
perch,  3ilb.*  Severn,  perch,  21b.  6oz.  ;  ditto, 
bream,  6ilb.  Avon,  Wiltshire,  grayling,  21b.  9oz. 
Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  trout,  lOlb.  and  51b! 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.  and  221b.  Lough 
CuUen,  pike,  231b.  Avon,  Hampshire,  pike, 
191b.  lOoz.  '  ' 


November. 

Thames — Henley,  chub,  5ilh.  ;  Cookham,  chub, 
41b.  9oz.  Avon — Hampshire,  chub  (killed  by 
otter),  71b.  14oz. ;  Ringwood,  perch,  21b.  6oz. 
Private  water,  perch,  3  J  lb.*  Lea,  Hertfordshire, 
dace,  1  lb.  IJoz.  Nene,  Peterborough,  dace, 
1  lb.  loz.  ;  ditto,  pike,  191b.  Lough  Conn,  Ireland, 
pike,  201b.  and  231b. 

December. 

Adur,  Sussex,  pike,  201b.  Chichester  Canal, 
perch,  2|lb.  and  31b.  lOoz.*  Thames,  Henley, 
chub,  41b.  13oz.  Arun,  Pulborough,  pike,  2Hb. 
Private  water,  Huntingdonshire,  pike,  21ilb. 

January,  1905. 
Wye,    Herefordshire,    pike,   231b.  and  2741b. 
Nene,  Nab's  Staunch,  chub,  41b.  2oz.  and  41b.  loz. 
Thames,  Sonning,  chub,   51b.    Avon,  Ringwood, 
perch,  2Jlb.    Ouse,  Sussex,  roach,  21b.  2oz. 
February. 

Nene,  Peterborough,  chub,  51b.  Derwent,  Yorks, 
chub,  51b.  and  4|lb.  Thames,  Kingston,  perch, 
2^1b.  Avon,  Wiltshire,  pike,  18flb.  Kennet, 
Wiltshire,  pike,  1941b.  Mole,  Cobham,  Surrey, 
pike,  201b.  Nene,  Peterborough,  pike,  21  lb. ; 
Burlescomb,  Devon,  pike,  2241b.  ;  Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  trout,  81b.  and  51b.  Lough  Mask, 
Ireland,  trout,  61b.  Ouse,  Huntingdonshire,  pike, 
1941b.    Private  water,  Norfolk,  pike,  244lb. 

March. 

Chichester  Canal,  perch,  21b.  lOoz.,  3ilb.,  and 
31b.  60Z.  Drayton  Ford,  roach,  21b.  loz.  Pond 
Lye,  Sussex,  pike,  2141b.  Private  water,  Notting- 
ham, pike,  3341b.*  Ouse,  Holywell,  Hunts,  201b. 
Avon,  Downton,  Wilts,  231b. 

Thus  the  season  commenced  well,  with  the 
capture  of  many  fine  trout,  including  a  remarkably 
large  one  of  161b.,  and  concluded  with  the  record 
pike  of  the  year,  a  3341b.  fish,  caught  by  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis.  Both  these  splendid  specimens 
were  caught  in  English  waters.  ''i 

Alfred  Jardine. 


CONCEKNING  FLOATS. 


No.  XIV.— THE  LEA  FLOATS. 

{Continued  from  page  143.) 

Mr.  F.  H.  Clay,  the  enterprising  manager  of  the 
well-known  and  old  established  firm  of  Messrs. 
Carter  &  Co.,  of  137,  St.  John-street-road,  IsUngton, 
has  sent  a  imique  collection  of  floats  that  one  does 
not  see  every  day  for  all  sorts  of  fishing — from  pike 
to  minnows,  including  a  neatly  made  set  of  Lea 
floats  either  for  ordinary  float  fishing  or  light 
ledgering,  Nos.  2,  4,  and  5,  and  says:  "There 
are  few  articles  of  fishing  gear  which  are  more 
dependent  on  locality  than  floats.  Anglers  on  the 
Stort,  Lea,  Wey,  Medway,  Ouse,  Severn,  Trent, 
Witham,  Yare,  etc.,  have  their  special  local 
patterns.  Nearly  all  the  floats  used  by  Midland 
anglers  are  goose,  pelican,  or  turkey  quills" — for 
instance,  out  of  one  lot  of  thirteen  there  is  only 
one  cork-float. 

"  The  Lea  angler's  collection  consists  chiefly  of 
light  wooden,  porcupine,  or  reed  floats,  the  whole 
of  the  floats,  with  the  exception  of  the  nice  white 
porcupine  tips,  being  painted  black  or  green.  It 
is  on  the  Lea  that  the  transparent  float  (sometimes 
called  'The  London  Quill-Float'),  which  the  late 
Mr.  Bazin  did  so  much  to  improve,  is  in  such 
favour  with  some  Lea  anglers.  The  Thames  angler 
invariably  uses  the  tapered  cork  on  porcupine 
float ;  in  fact,  the  old  trade  name  of  these  floats 
has  now  become  the  '  Thames '  float.  Unquestion- 
ably the  cork  on  porcupine  float  is  the  most 
popular  all-round  float,  and  quite  two-thirds  of 
those  used  by  southern  anglers  are  of  this  type. 

"Next  in  favour  comes  the  swan- quill,  which  is 
run  very  closely  by  the  plain  porcupine.  One  of 
the  first  to  pay  attention  to  the  adjustable  float  for 
pike  fishing  was  that  Avell-known  angler,  Mr.  A. 
Jardine.  There  are  few  better  patterns  than  his 
special  slotted  float. 

"  It  will  surprise  not  a  few  present-day  anglers  to 
know  the  prices  paid  some  years  ago  for  transparent 
floats.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  pay  as  much 
as  5s.  for  a  roach  or  bream-float  of  Bazin's  make. 
The  imitators  of  Bazin  do  not  turn  out  so  good  a 
float  as  he  did."  I  quite  agree,  and  when  I  com- 
pared some  of  these  shoddy  made  floats  with  a 
beautifully  finished  unused  float  made  by  Bazin 


many  years  ago,  the  contrast  was  most  striking, 
and  the  colour  varied  like  that  often  seen  on  a 
badly  prepared  line. 

Of  a  curious  pike  float,  Mr.  Clay  says:  "The 
old  cork  float  with  a  slit  and  an  aperture  cut 
transversely  from  the  slit  through  the  base  of  the 
cork  to  allow  a  passage  for  the  line  is,  I  think, 
one  of  the  very  first  of  dropping  floats  for  fishing 
very  deep." 

Colour. — Much  has  been  said  and  written  as  to 
the  least  noticeable  and  therefore  the  best  colour 
for  floats;  and  the  best  must  undoubtedly  be  that 
which  assimilates  with  and  is  least  conspicuous  in 


No  1   Porcupine,  painted  in  two  colours.  Length, 
7iin. 

No.  2.  Fixed  "porcupine  to   black  -  painted  cork. 

Length,  6in.    Diameter  of  centre,  ^^in. 
No.  3.  teather  plugged  quill-tipped  float,  fitted  to' 

double  tapered  wood  body.    Length,  5|in. 

the  water.  The  less  colour  the  better,  and  there- 
fore the  transparent  quill  is  essential  where  fine 
fishing  for  shy  fish  is  to  be  done.  The  claims  of 
advocates  of  the  blue,  black,  brown,  red,  or  whitq 
floats  I  think  groundless  when  carefully  tested.' 
Many  experiments  were  actually  made  before  fixing 
the  colour  of  Bazin's  quill -float ;  and  it  was  de-; 
monstrated  beyond  doubt  that  a  transparent  olivel 
float  was  least  noticeable.  When  I  held  Bazin's 
float  in  a  glass  of  water  side  by  side  with  soma 
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other  floats  painted  red,  white,  black,  brown,  or 
blue,  I  soon  saw  that  all  these  coloured  floats  were 
bad  to  use,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
pale  green  is  the  best.  My  sight  might  be  better, 
and  I  may  be  mistaken  ;  but  if  I  am  correct  with 
respect  to  the  latter  colour,  then  the  "  Eureka " 
float  patented  by  Mr.  Brooks,  of  19,  Ghancery-lane, 
Ardwick,  Manchester,  and  described  in  article 
No.  12,  and  the  No.  3  Lea  float  that  a  certain 
section  of  Lea  anglers  will  have  painted  this  colour, 
I  think  come  next  to  the  justly  celebrated  Bazin 
float. 

A  New  Float. — I  have  had  no  time  to  experi- 


Nos.  4  and  5.  Two  fixed  "  porcupine  to  cark  "  floats. 
Lengths :  No.  4,  5in. ;  No.  5,  4|in.  Average 
outside  diameter  of  cork  centres,  -^^in. 

No.  6.  Glass  float,  with  enamelled  white  tip,  5Jin. 
in  length,  and  used  with  rubber  caps. 

ment  with  a  float  that  may  supersede  the  float 
perfected  by  Bazin,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  if  the  body  of  this  float  could  be  clad  with  a 
fine  covering  of  cork  it  would  be  a  perfect  float  for 
several  styles  of  fishing  (see  No.  6).  Of  this  float 
Mr.  Clay  says:  "A  new  and  ingenious  style  of 
float  has  been  introduced  by  a  well-known  angler 
(Mr.  Black,  of  Clerkenwell),  who  has  experimented 
with  them  for  the  past  three  years.  The  float  is  a 
tapered  glass  tube,  with  an  enamelled  white  top ; 
it  is  5|in.  in  length,  and  is  fitted  with  the  ordinary 
rubber  caps ;  it  is  wonderfully  light,  very  buoyant, 
sails  serenely,  and  shows  the  slightest  bite.  It  is 
balanced  with  three  No.  4  shots,  which  leave  just 
the  requisite  tip  showing."  I  should  think  it 
would  be  an  excellent  float  to  use  in  the  shade  or 
after  sunset.  Anglers  should  not  forget  that  Mr. 
Black  has  taken  fish  with  these  floats  in  still,  clear 
water,  when  a  bright  sun  rendered  the  ordinary 
float  too  conspicuous  for  successful  use  ;  and  even 
in  the  Thames  he  has  taken  a  large  number  of  fish 
by  their  aid.  The  floats  can  be  produced  at  the 
average  price,  and  with  care  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  they  will  be  a  great  success  for  light  and 
fine  fishing.  Mr.  Black  may  be  able  to  toughen 
the  glass  ^somewhat ;  he  has  made  several  shapes 
of  this  new  float,  and  the  further  development 
will  be  watched  with  interest.    The  idea  is  pro- 
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tected,  and  any  further  information  respecting  them 
can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Garter  and  Co. 

The  float  most  frequently  used  by  Lea  anglers 
is  the  nicely  tapered,  light,  wooden  float  No.  3,  and 
this  style  of  float  is  made  to  carry  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  shots,  mainly  for  winter  swims.  It 
varies  hi  length  from  5fin.  to  6^in.,  with  a  blunt 
white  tip,  and  the  cap  fixed  as  shown  in  the  sketch  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  best  floats  ever  invented  for  Lea 
fishing,  and  is  usually  painted  black.  I  think  it 
would  be  better  if  it  were  painted  a  pale  green, 
especially  when  used  in  weedy  rivers ;  and  when 
floating  or  fishing  off  the  bottom  it  takes  from  four 
to  six  No.  3  shots  to  properly  balance  it.  All  the 
best  old  Lea  anglers  used  this  style  of  float,  and  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  some  will  carry  only  four 
shots,  while  others  being  made  a  little  thicker  carry 
several  more.  All  the  shots  but  one  are  usually 
fixed  just  above  the  loop  of  the  fine  gut  or  hair 
line  to  which  the  hook  length  is  attached,  very  near 
each  other,  and  a  single  shot  a  few  inches  from  the 
hook — 4in.,  5in.,  or  6in.  according  to  fancy — and 
the  white  tip  of  the  float  should  show  just  above 
the  surface.  A. 
(To  he  continued.) 


A  WET  DAY  ON  THE  AVON. 


How  exasperating !  The  rain  which  we  expected 
in  February  to  colour  the  Thames  and  give  sufficient 
stream  to  drive  the  fish  into  the  eddies  came  too 
late !  So  far  as  our  metropolitan  river  was  con- 
cerned, the  last  two  days  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  were  absolutely  hopeless.  Almost  bank  high, 
certainly  too  much  coloured,  and  still  raining. 
What  chance  of  sport  was  there  ?  When  I  looked 
at  the  river  on  March  12,  I  saw  plainly  that  any 
possible  chance  of  sport  had  vanished.  What  was 
to  be  done  ?  Nothing,  but  "  hie  awa  "  to  the  Avon, 
in  Hampshire,  which  clears  probably  quicker  than 
any  other  river  in  the  country.  As  the  express, 
which  left  Waterloo  at  12.30,  and  ran  without  a  stop 
to  Salisbury,  passed  through  hill  and  vale,  one  could 
see  the  marvellous  effects  of  the  great  rainstorm ; 
aU  the  rivers  on  the  way  down  had  overflown  then- 
banks,  it  was  stOl  blowing  a  hurricane,  and  often 
the  rain  hid  the  hills  like  a  vale  of  mist.  Then 
there  would  be  a  bright  interval  of  simshine, 
then  terrific  torrents  once  again.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  change  at  Salisbury,  and  then  entrain 
via  such  well-known  fishing  places  as  Downton 
and  Fordingbridge ;  change  again  at  Westmoors, 
and  thence  in  seven  minutes  to  Ringwood,  that 
celebrated  fishing  station  which  almost  spoils  the 
angler,  by  affording  such  excellent  sport  under 
normal  conditions,  for  any  other  coarse  fishing. 
The  White  Hart  at  Ringwood  was  the  centre  of  the 
angling  world  in  these  parts,  and  its  fame  has  been 
carried  nearly  aU  over  the  world.  Quiet,  unosten- 
tatious, but  exceedingly  comfortable,  and  in  the 
heart  of  the  hunting  and  fishing  circles  of  the  west. 
Having    pleasantly  arranged,  minor  matters,  I 


strolled  down  to  the  Avon.  I  had  fished  the  river 
before,  and  well  recollected  my  magnificent  sport 
amongst  roach,  and  the  fine  pike  my  friend,  Mr. 
W.  Gate,  had  caught  in  the  same  stream,  also  the 
fish  other  friends  of  mine  had  secured.  But,  now, 
looking  at  the  flooded  meadows,  and  the  colour 
of  the  water,  I  felt  that  disappointment  was  in 
store  for  the  morrow.  There  was  only  one 
glimmer  of  hope,  and  that  was  that  the  river 
was  twenty  times  as  clear  as  the  Thames  which  I 
had  just  left  behind.  W.  G.  Harris,  the  local 
professional  fisherman,  whose  address,  by-the-bye, 
is  3,  Victoria-terrace,  paid  me  a  visit  after  tea,  and 
we  went  together  to  see  if  the  river  was  clearing. 
We  saw  the  three  sections  of  the  river  and  the  mill- 
stream  belonging  to  the  Crown.  Harris  felt  un- 
comfortable. He  would  have  liked  to  have  said  a 
few  words  to  cheer  me.  He  really  tried  his  best, 
but  inwardly  both  our  hearts  were  faint,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  do  but  wait  for  the  morrow.  Early 
in  the  morning  the  sun  shone  brilliantly — seldom  a 
good  omen.  At  five  I  looked  out  on  the  deserted 
main  thoroughfare.  At  six,  people  were  hurrying 
by  to  work,  their  footsteps  resounding  through  the 
village.  Where  they  came  from,  or  whither  they 
went,  I  knew  not.  But  at  7.30,  I  stepped  out  into 
warm  sunshine  that  seemed  to  thrill  one  with  its 
benevolence.  On  the  way  to  the  river  I  met  that 
other  well-known  fisherman,  M.  W.'  Hayter.  He 
too,  wanted  to  see  the  state  of  the  water.  He,  too, 
was  not  more  hopeful  than  Harris. 

A  sturdy  athletic  man  is  Hayter,  and  he  told 
me  as  we  walked  to  the  third  bridge  that  those  who 
fished  at  Ringwood  seldom  fished  anywhere  eke. 
"These  heavy  rains,"  he  said,  ''would  bring  up  the 
salmon.'-'  And  he  seemed  to  chuckle  with  joy  ^t 
the  thought.  "The  water,"  he  added,  "is  not  bad 
for  roach.  We  can  see  4ft.  down,  but  I  am  afraid 
you  won't  get  much  sport  with  pike,  though  one  of 
these  fish  of  16lb.  was  caught  a  fortnight  ago  a 
little  higher  up."  After  breakfast  I  secured  a  fish- 
ing ticket  for  5s.  (the  Crown  water  is  2s.  6d.  a  day), 
which  gave  me  the  privilege  of  fishing  from  Ring- 
wood  Weir  to  the  School  House  at  Avon.  One  rod 
only,  hours  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and  no  worms.  Harris 
knew  the  water  weE,  and  having  boarded  the  new 
punt  we  tried  the  Hurdle  hole  below  the  third 
bridge.  Only  one  touch  with  the  pike,  and  that 
proved  abortive,  a  few  roach  caught  amid  a 
hurricane  of  wind  and  a  few  showers,  and  we  then 
tried  the  eddies  above  the  bridge,  then  cast  the 
paternoster,  covering  all  the  shallows  on  the  right 
near  the  reed  beds,  rejoining  the  punt  and  trying 
the  laybye  near  the  railway  bridge.  A  capital  lunch 
sent  down  from  the  White  Hart  acted  as  both  a 
rehsh  and  a  reviver.  A  snap  at  the  roach  in  an 
eddy  on  the  left  bank  and  then  down  through  the 
bridge  where  the  two  streams  join,  and  then  sampled 
the  roach  just  above  the  upper  wooden  bridge. 
A  few  nice  fish  were  caught.  I  am  told  small 
fish  are  scarce  in  the  Avon,  and  I  believe  it.  Then 
the  paternoster  for  perch,  with  small  gudgeon  as 
bait,  was  tried.  No  use,  so  we  punted  up  to  the 
hole  below  what  is  known  locally  as  the  second 
bridge.  We  passed  several  good  places  on  our  way, 
but  it  was  drizzling,  and  so  Harris  said:  "Lotus 
try  the  best  spots  only,  the  best  is  good  enough  for 
us  a  day  like  this."  But  by  the  time  we  had  fixed 
up  a  terrific  deluge  came  which  lasted  all  the 
evening,  and  which  drove  us  off  the  water.  Result — 
no  perch,  no  pike,  some  good  roach  up  to  l^b. 
each.  A  cheering  farewell  at  the  White  Hart,  and 
express  home,  vowing  to  try  Ringwood  once  again 
on  the  next  favourable  opportunity. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


PIONEERS  OF  THE  PICTUEE 
POSTCARD. 

Messrs.  Bltjm  &  Dengen,  23,  Patemoster-row, 
London,  and  Glasgow,  claim,  and  we  beheve  with 
good  reason,  to  be  the  pioneers  of  the  illustrated 
postcard  trade  in  this  country.  They  have  during 
the  last  ten  years  brought  out  a  great  number  of 
picture  postcards  in  monochrome  and  colour,  their 
photochrom  cards  being  particularly  successful. 
The  "  views "  include  almost  all  important  places 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Then  they  have  general, 
humorous,  and  patriotic  cards,  and  a  feature  of  the 
business  is  that  those  who  may  wish  to  bring  out 
local  cards  in  colours  can  have  free  estimates  by 
return  of  post — of  course  the  inquirer  must  be  sure 
he  has  the  copyright.  This  firm  keeps  a  constant 
stock  of  from  eight  to  ten  million  cards,  and  their 
work  is  firat-class, 
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A  FAIE  BEGINNING? 


To  anyone  not  thoroughJy  acquainted  with  it, 
the  Tay  is  a  deceivin'  river.    Almost  every  part 
looks  as  if  it  would  be  excellent  for  trout ;  but  that 
is  judging  from  experience  on  ordinary  streams. 
The  Tay  is  not  ordinary.    It  is  an  enormous  bum 
rather  than  a  river.    Contrast  it  with  the  Thames. 
That  is  a  temperate  stream,  sedate,  not  often  in  a 
terrifying  flood,  and  hardly  ever  extremely  low  ; 
but  sometimes  the  Tav  is  so  small  that  in  "certain 
broad  parts  you  could  wade  across,  and  at  other 
times  it  rises  twelve  feet  in  as  many  hours.  The 
Thames  is  within  stable  banks  ;  those  of  the  Tay 
are  frequently   broken,   and  every  flood  makes 
changes  in  some  of  its  channels.    Thus  a  stranger 
in  Tayside  must  often  find  himself  at  a  loss.  He 
may  say  to  himself,  "  This  side-stream,  much  less 
rough  than  the  main  flow,  will  hold  some  good 
trout,"  and  then  find,  after  delicate  casting  of  his 
flies,  that  evidently  it  holds  no  trout  at  all.  It 
would  never  occur  to  him  that,  far  from  having 
been  for  ages  as  he  beholds  it,  the  side-stream  was 
not  there  at  all  until  a  few  weeks  before,  when, 
being  in  violent  mood,  the  Tay  cleft  a  few  new  by- 
paths for  itself.    On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the 
side-streams,  long-established  ones,  yield  excellent 

sport.    Not'far  from  Aberfeldy,  for  example,  

The  idiosyncrasies  of  the  Tay,  however,  are  so 
many  that  I  must  do  no  more  than  suggest  their 
nature.  Were  I  to  dwell  upon  them  in  detail,  I 
should  have  to  defer  a  pleasant  task,  which  is  to 
say  how  we  fared  on  the  afternoon  of  March  1, 
when  the  trout-fishing  season  opened  in  Scotland. 

Miss  Winsome  and  I  had  resolved  to  visit  a  certain 
pool  which  in  September  had  yielded  us  on  the 
average  a  brace  of  trout,  usually  about  21b.  each, 
daily.  Lest  that  should  seem  sport  too  mild  for 
consideration,  it  may  be  well  to  mention  that 
hitherto  Miss  Winsome's  part  has  been  with  the 
landing-net,  which  she  wields  with  unfailing  dex- 
terity ;  she  does  not  yet  use  the  rod.  Many  a 
time  last  year,  after  fishing  the  whole  of  that  pool, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  long,  without  even  the 
modest  reward  of  a  rise,  we  succeeded  well  enough 
on  going  over  it  again  ;  only  a  very  few  times  did 
we  leave  it  with  an  empty  creel,  and  on  three  or 
four  occasions  we  had  more  than  two  trout.  This 
last  opening  day  it  gave  not  a  single  rise.  Why  ? 
My  own  belief  is  that,  though  the  pool  is  a  favourite 
haimt  of  the  fish  in  summer  and  for  a  month  or  two 
afterwards,  they  are  not  there  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season.  The  rush  of  water  is  rather  heavy, 
and  I  thmk  that  for  a  good  many  weeks  after 
returning  from  the  spawn-beds  the  trout  lie  in 
places  where  the  ciurent  is  comparatively  gentle. 

What  was  to  be  done  ?  If  excessive  sport  did 
not  detain  us,  we  were  to  take  tea  not  far  off  at 
five  o'clock.  It  was  now  nearly  four  o'clock. 
Should  we  give  over  for  the  day,  or  should  we  try 
that  other  pool  about  half  a  roile  down  ?  To  try 
the  other  pool  would  be  fljdng  in  the  face  of  local 
precepts.  Even  Angus,  the  gamekeeper,  who  is  a 
cheerful  bird,  declared  it  to  be  hopeless.  In  the 
deep  water  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  just 
above  it  there  are  large  pike,  which,  he  and  every- 
one in  the  neighbourhood  believe,  make  raids. 
The  repute  of  the  pool  is  so  poor  that  nobody 
with  local  knowledge  ever  deems  it  worthy  of  a 
serious  trial. 

Still,  there  would  be  no  harm  in  letting  the  flies 
flit  over  it.  The  pool  was  on  the  way  to  the  tea- 
cups. 

It  turned  out  that  there  was  indeed  no 
harm.  At  the  fourth  or  fifth  cast  a  fish  rose  and 
was  hooked.  Not  having  been  very  hopeful,  I  had 
not  been  attending  so  carefully  as  is  always  desir- 
able ;  but  as  the  fish  turned  to  plunge  I  saw 
a  flicker  of  what  I  took  to  be  his  tail,  judging  from 
the  size  of  which  I  assumed  that  we  had  come  upon 
one  of  the  two-pounders  so  common  in  the  Tay. 
Miss  Winsome  was  in  high  glee. 

"  I  knew  this  must  be  a  good  place !  "  she  ex- 
claimed, flourishing  the  landing-net. 

"  So  did  I,"  said  the  angler,  with  that  profound 
sagacity  of  which  one  becomes  conscious  when 
other  critics  are  discomfited. 

"  Where  m  all  the  Tay  could  we  find  a  better- 
looking  poolj?  " 

"  Nowhere.    Indeed,  I  question  whether  there's 
aVbetter  in  the  world."  *v! 
■S'A  good  many  minutes  passed  in  agreeable' con- 
verse, md  the  fish  had  notjyet  shown  himself. 


"  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  his  condition," 
I  remarked.  "  That  fellow  who  told  us  that  the 
Tay  is  an  early  river  was  right." 

Off  ran  the  line  at  a  great  rate.  The  fish  seemed 
to  be  making  for  the  pike-haunted  backwater. 
When  near  the  mouth  of  it  he  turned  and  cut  across 
the  stream.  Unless  we  had  him  by  the  tail  or  by 
the  dorsal  fin,  this  fish,  I  felt,  must  be  more  than 
21b.  Was  he  actually,  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
going  to  take  all  the  line  out  ?  It  seemed  so  for  a 
few  moments.  Fortunately,  however,  the  Tay 
itself  checked  him.  In  the  middle  of  the  river  there 
is  a  banl?  of  gravel,  over  the  broad  summit  of  which 
only  half  a  foot  or  so  of  water  was  rippling.  When 
he  reached  the  edge  of  the  gravel  the  fish  paused, 

"  How  I  wish  I  could  see  him  !  "  said  my  pretty 
comrade. 

We  were  standing  low  on  the  bank,  and  the  water 
at  our  feet  was  deep  :  even  if  I  coaxed  the  fish  close 
in,  he  might  not  be  visible  from  where  we  stood. 

"  Well,"  I  answered,  "  just  step  up  to  the  top  of 
the  bank.  From  there  you  may  see  him  when  he 
comes  in." 

The  top  of  the  bank  was  about  nine  feet  above 
us.  Miss  Winsome  did  as  I  had  suggested.  Slowly 
the  fish  came  in ;  but  I  felt  no  sign  of  weakening. 

.  .  It  must  have  been  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
since  he  took  the  fly  ?  Certainly,  I  think  I  saw  his 
tail,  which  wasn't  bigger  than  would  beseem  a 
two-pounder.  Yet  .  .  .  .  ?  That's  a  powerful  strain 
he  puts  on  at  times  ! 

Ruminating  thus,  I  felt  impelled  to  follow  Miss 
Winsome  to  the  top  of  the  bank.    Curiosity  was 

awake  Whizz  !    He   was   off   again   in  a 

slanting  direction  across  stream  and  down.  I 
had  to  run  some  yards.    When  at  length  the  fish 
came  in  again  we  could  see  him  from  our  eminence 
He  was  a  disturbing  apparition.    I  had  been  wrong 
about  the  tail.    It  was  no  trout  that  we  had  caught. 
It  was  a  salmon.   He  was  a^ten-pounder  apparently, 
Miss  Winsome  clapped  her  hands  and  danced  a 
step  ;  but  I  was  constrained  to  silence.    My  mind 
and  nerves  had  received  a  shock.    The  gut  was  not 
thick.    The  line  was  not  long.    The  landing-net 
was  not  large.    The  course  was  not  clear.  About 
fifty  jj^ards  down  stream,  set  in  a  tangle  of  scrub, 
was  a  four-barred  fence.    Here  was  a  how-d'ye-do  ! 
I  ventured  to  say  as  much. 
Run  for  a  gaff  and  lose  the  fun  ?    Not  she  ! 
Was  it  not  worse  that  half  of  us  should  lose  the 
fun  than  that  both  of  us  should  lose  the  fish  ? 
Go  hon  !    We'd  get  him  somehow,  by-and-bye 
That  fence,  then  ?    No  doubt  she  noticed  how 
furiously  the  deep  water  was  raging  past  it.  Would 
she  kindly  say  how  I  was  to  get  over  and  yet  keep 
pace  with  the  salmon  when  he  should  turn  and  run 
down  ? 

'  O,  I'll  go  first  and  take  the  rod  while  you 
scramble  over." 

Of  course  that  was  the  plan.  Begone,  dull  care  ! 
At  the  moment  I  rebuked  myself  for  not  having 
thought  of  the  way  out.  Afterwards  I  found  excuse 
in  remembering  that,  in  modest  fearfulness  lest  she 
should  lose  a  trout.  Miss  Winsome  had  on  all 
previous  occasions  refused  to  take  the  rod  when 
one  was  hooked.  I  had  not  foreseen  that  she 
would  take  it  now.  A  girl's  wit  had  lent  resource 
and  courage  in  the  hour  of  need. 

The  fence  was  passed  in  safety.  The  salmon  was 
going  p.d.q.,**  and  for  a  moment  the  rod,  in  Miss 
Winsome's  hands,  bent  ominously  ;  but,  remem- 
bering instructions  just  in  time,  she  allowed  the  line 
to  run,  and  our  hold  on  the  fish  felt  sound  when  she 
gave  the  weapon  back. 

A  little  farther  down  there  is  a  quick  bend  in  the 
river.  Behind  the  turn  the  water  on  our  side, 
excepting  in  time  of  flood,  is  shallow  and  quiet. 
By  this  bay  we  found  ourselves  at  length.  The 
steely  spring  sunshine  flashing  on  his  silvery  sides, 
the  salmon  was  cruising  in  shallow  water  on^yellow 
sand.  He  had  been  somewhat  tamed  in  the  course 
of  his  assisted  passage  down  the  torrent ;  but  he  was 
still  agile. 

Miss  Winsome,  I  observed,  was  taking  off  her  fur 
jacket.    She  announced  that  she  was  going  into  the 

river  whenever  the  salmon  settled  down  She 

was  as  good  as  her  word.  Into  the  water  she 
stepped  as  gracefully  as  if  she  were  entering  a 
minuet.  Before  I  had  recovered  from  my  astonish- 
ment she  had  turned,  and  was  handing  to  me  the 
salmon.  W.  E.  H. 


A  CELEBEATED  AVON  SALMON. 


In  the  following  letter,  which  appeared  in  the 
Times  of  March  18,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  gives  some 
interesting  particulars  about  the  record  Avon 
salmon. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  '  Times.' 
"  Sm, — My  memory  played  me  false,  as  I  thought 
it  might  without  my  notes  at  hand,  when  I  wrote 
last  week  in  reference  to  the  salmon  of  47jlb. 
which  had  lately  been  taken  in  the  Avon  at  Christ- 
church.  In  1880  I  recorded  the  capture  of  a  fish 
of  531b.  It  was  landed  in  'the  Run.'  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  happened  to  be  present  when  the  late 
Mr.  Frank  Buckland  made  a  cast  of  the  fish  in  his 
little  room  in  the  well-known  house  in  Albany- 
street. 

"  The  capture  of  that  particular  fish  was  sur- 
rounded with  certain  political  and  official  incidents 
which  caused  considerable  excitement  and  amuse- 
ment at  the  time,  and  from  the  numerous  letters  I 
have  received  withm  the  last  few  days  it  is  very 
evident  that  the  recollection  of  that  Avon  beauty 
is  still  fresh  and  is  held  in  loving  memory  in  the 
minds  of  many  persons  who  were  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  when  the  capture  was  made  over 
twenty  years  ago.  The  tone,  indeed,  of  some  of  the 
correspondence  I  have  received  pretty  plainly 
implies  that  I  have  committed  an  unpardonable 
offence  in  allowing  the  capture  of  such  a  celebrity 
to  lapse  from  my  memory  even  for  a  shigle 
moment. 

■  Ghristchurch  at  the  time  the  fish  was  landed 
was  in  the  throes  of  a  keenly-contested  election. 
The  candidates  were  the  present  Lord  Davey  and 
Sir  John  Edwards-Moss,  then  Mr.  Moss.  The 
latter  was  defeated,  and  his  supporters  bought  the 
salmon  and  presented  it  to  him.  Mr.  Moss  had  the 
fish  cut  up  and  the  pieces  distributed  among  his 
friends.  The.se  included  Sir  Spencer  Walpole,  then 
Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  Inspector  of  Fisheries.  Sir 
Edwards-Moss  tells  me  that  in  acknowledging  the 
gift  the  inspector  pronounced  it  to  be  most  excel- 
lent, '  a  bit  of  salmon  such  as  he  had  never  seen  on 
his  own  or  any  other  table.'  This,  I  think,  may  be 
considered  as  an  official  recognition  of  the  superior 
quality  of  Christchurch  salmon.  Previous  to  dis- 
memberment the  fish  was  cast  by  Mr.  Buckland. 
This  cast  was  beautifully  set  up  in  a  glass  case,  and 
was  eventually  lent  on  loan  to  the  great  Fishery 
Exhibition  at  South  Kensington.  Unfortunately  it 
was  never  returned  to  its  owner.  It  may,  per- 
chance, have  unwittingly  fallen  into  strange  hands, 
and  maybe  it  is  quietly  reposing  in  some  private 
museum  in  the  country.  If  anyone  should  come 
across  the  cast  Sir  John  Edwards-Moss  would  be 
grateful  for  information. 

A  correspondent  who  was  present  when  this 
fish  of  531b.  was  taken  has  kindly  forwarded  me 
the  following  dimensions :  Length,  4ft.  4in. ;  girth, 
2ft.  4in. 

The  capture  of  this  Avon  salmon  of  53lb.  was 
recorded  in  the  Times  of  April  13,  1880,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  extract  from  a  short  article 
on  Spring  Salmon  Angling  of  that  year: — 

'In  results,  the  angling  in  the  Hampshire 
Avon,  which  for  its  size  produces  a  remarkable 
number  of  heavy  fish,  bears  a  pleasing  contrast  to 
the  captures  made  in  other  waters,  and  on  various 
occasions  this  season  several  splendid  salmon  have 
been  brought  to  bank,  and  the  other  day  the 
netters  at  Christchurch  were  rewarded  with  a 
magnificent  fresh-run  fish  of  531b.' — Yours  truly, 
"Henry  Ffennell. 
"  TuUamaine,  Wimbledon  Common. 
"  March  13." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


*  P.d.q.,  a  polite  phrase  of  His  Majesty's  Navy. 
-Ed.,  Fishing'jCfazette. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
TliaMies.— Genekal  Remabks. — The  heavy  rain 
is  passing  oft  a  little,  but  the  water  is  still  much 
coloured.    Anglers  are  now  anxiously  waiting  for 
April  1,  when  trout  fishing  commences.    At  the 
opening  of  the  season  the  best  sport  is  usually  to  be 
had  at  the  weirs,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  with  the 
warm  weather  we  are  having  the  season  will  open  '  . 
as  well  as  one  can  expect.    It  is  fairly  probable  '  | 
that  by  Saturday  next  the  colour  which  the  river  now 
has  will  pass  away,  otherwise  we  shall  not  hear  of 
the  opening  day  being  a  good  one.  Up  to  the  present « I 
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I  have  not  heard  of  any  fish  having  been  seen  in 
the  open  reaches,  and  there  are  plenty  of  reasons 
for  this.  When  the  present  push  of  water  passes 
the  trout  will  almost  be  bound  to  be  found  at  the 
weirs,  anyway  the  largest  fish  are  likely  to  be  caught 
there. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  which  has  been  in 
flood  during  the  past  week  is  now  within  bounds 
again,  and  is  fast  toning  down  to  a  lovely  colour 
for  fishing.  In  fact  the  water  will  be  in  better  con- 
dition for  angling  by  the  week  end  than  it  has  been 
at  all  during  the  winter.  The  weather,  too,  is 
simply  perfect.  Well,  of  course,  this  is  nearly 
always  the  case  after  the  season  has  closed.  But 
still,'  as  the  trout  fishing  opens  on  April  1,  it  looks 
very  promising  for  sport,  or  walking  along  the 
banks  with  spinning  rod  in  hand,  or  sitting  in  your 
puat  watching  your  small  cork  float.  Well,  really, 
it's  a  game  of  "  watching  "  and  paying  others  to 
•'  spot "  fish. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Kingfwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  salmon  fishing,  but  no  fish  have  been 
taken  since  the  floods  of  last  week,  but  imfortu- 
nately  two  good  fish  were  lost,  one  on  Monday  and 
another  on  Tuesday,  on  account  of  the  fish  taking 
very  short,  but  hope  to  have  a  better  report  next 
week.  Mr.  J.  Clapp  took  eight  pike  on  Wednesday, 
but  nothing  large,  and  some  very  nice  roach.  Mr. 
Pearson  has  bfeen  amongst  the  pike  (on  private 
water),  taking  between  701b.  and  801b.  weight  in 
two  days,  the  largest  15^1b. — M.  W.  Haytee. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  water  bailiff  of  the  Camel 
reports  that  the  season  for  trout  opened  on  March  16, 
and  that  there  were  several  good  baskets.  It  was, 
however,  a  poor  time  for  fly  fishers  as  the  river  was 
very  much  in  flood.  Captain  Bedford  got  a  dozen 
fish  at  Boscame,  and,  sportsmanlike,  returned  half 
of  them  to  grow  fatter.  In  the  feeding  streams 
baskets  of  twenty  or  thirty  were  made  easily,  but 
not  with  fly.  Each  year  there  is  a  growing  desire  to 
leave  the  serious  fishing  until  April  1,  although  as  I 
write,  the  conditions  of  fly  fishing  are  as  perfect  as 
can  be  desired. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kirby,  etc.). — I  have  been 
down  the  Darenth  Valley  twice  lately — once  to  put 
in  some  small  trout  (this  was  some  weeks  ago),  and 
again  on  March  18.  On  the  first  occasion  the  water 
was  clear  but  fuU,  and  on  the  last  there  was  a  flood. 
Prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  fishing  next  month 
should  be  good,  as  pollution  has  diminished  rather 
than  increased,  and  high  water  tends  to  check 
poaching,  which  has  been  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  the  small  success  of  anglers  on  this  river  during 
the  last  few  years. — J.  Paul  Taylok. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  heavy  rains 
of  last  week  have  brought  the  water  up  very  high, 
and  has  prevented  much  fishing  being  done,  and  in 
some  parts  it  was  so  flooded  that  it  was  impossible 
to  get  near  the  river.  The  grand  summer  weather  of 
the  past  few  days  has  brought  out  a  good  number  of 
rods,  and  the  water  is  now  fining  down  very  rapidly. 
On  March  16,  Mr.  R.  Portman  Marshall  and  Mr. 
H.  T.  Distin  secured  nice  baskets  of  trout  on  the 
Harboume,  and  on  the  same  day,  fishing  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  stream,  Mr.  H.  Tumour,  of 
Dartmouth,  landed  two  fine  salmon,  whUst  on 
March  20  Mr.  Edbrooke  also  killed  a  salmon.  The 
prospects  are  now  more  satisfactory  for  the  coming 
weeli. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  big  "waters  in  most 
of  the  Devonshire  streams  were  against  fishing  last 
week,  but  the  streams  are  now  fining  down.  Some 
small  creels  have  been  obtained  on  the  Carey.  In 
the  Teign,  Mr.  Price,  of  Newton  Abbot,  landed  a 
fine  salmon  which  scaled  26lb.  Several  fish  have 
died  from  fungus  growth  on  the  Avon,  near  Aveton 
Gifiord,  and  some  have  been  picked  up  higher  up 
the  river  above  the  tidal  flow.  The  latter  are  pro- 
bably kelts  that  have  been  caught  in  the  pools,  and 
have  either  killed  one  another  or  have  got 
"  stranded."  After  the  flood,  however,  there  should 
be  no  repetition  of  this.  The  .Taw  and  Torridge 
have  recently  been  restocked  with  between  500  and 
600  brown  trout. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  and  water 
are  now  aU  that  could  be  desired  for  the  fly.  There 
is  now,  moreover,  a  better  stock  of  trout  in  all  the 
lengths  hereabouts  owing  to  the  long-continued 
heavy  waters  we  have  had.  The  March  Brown  and 
the  Blue  Dun  seem  to  be  the  best  flies  at  present, 
but  'scarcely  anything  has  been  [attempted  up  to 
to-day  (Wednesday). — Foster  Bkothers. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  been  in  good 
order  since  March  18.  In  the  Yorkshire  Anglers' 
water  at  Wetheral,  Mr.  Bushby  and  Mr.  Catto  have 
each  landed  two  fish,  Mr.  Gamble  one,  and  Mr. 
Houston  two.  At  Armathwaite  Hall,  Mr.  Murray, 
two,  191b.,  91b.  At  Little  Corby,  Mr.  Rae,  one.  At 
Holme  End,  Mr.  Dodd,  one.  In  the  Wetheral  water, 
Mr.  Pattinson,  one,  and  the  Corby  Castle  keeper 
one.  A  remarkable  incident  occurred  on  Monday. 
An  angler,  fishing  from  the  bank  where  the  weiring 
extends  8ft.  or  10ft.  into  the  river,  hooked  with  a 


fly  a  strong  fish,  which  after  a  couple  of  mad  rushes 
across  the  river  turned  suddenly,  and  without  giving 
time  for  the  slack  line  to  be  wound  up  dashed  into 
the  weiring  and  hung  up  the  line.  The  fish  then 
steadily  took  out  about  eighty  yards,  leaving  the 
angler  with  very  little  on  his  reel.  After  trying  for 
two  hours  with  the  aid  of  a  man  with  a  boat  to  get 
it  clear,  the  water  being  15ft.  deep,  he  broke  it  off, 
and  went  home  minus  his  Une,  cast,  and  salmon  fly. 
Soon  after  an  angler  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
fishing  with  a  gudgeon  covered  with  triangles,  got 
hold  of  something  which  puzzled  him,  and  carefully 
dragged  it  towards  him.  To  his  astonishment  he 
felt  something  tugging  at  the  end,  and  by  degrees 
brought  to  bank  a  spring  fish  of  181b.  with  the  lost 
line  wrapped  round  and  round  his  body,  cast  and 
fly  all  intact.  If  gudgeon  fishers  would  confine 
themselves  to  this  sort  of  useful  work  they  would 
do  good  instead  of  harm  to  the  few  fly  fishers  who 
are  left. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  past  week,  very  little  sport  has 
been  obtained,  not  a  single  take  being  to  hand  at 
the  time  of  writing.  The  river  now  runs  in  moderate 
condition,  but  the  prospects  are  not  of  an  inviting 
description.  Sea  fishing  has  but  a  meagre  number 
of  votaries,  and  the  results  are  yet  of  an  indifferent 
nature. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dnlverton). — The  rivers  have 
fallen  rapidly  and  the  water  is  already  bright,  yet 
fly  is  not  too  plentiful.  Trout  seem  now  to  be  rising 
in  certain  places  sheltered  from  the  wind,  while  in 
others  they  are  chary  of  feeding.  Large  takes  have 
not  been  the  rule  for  some  days,  but  I  saw  a  creel 
of  forty-eight  on  Wednesday.  They  scaled  121b., 
and  were  taken  with  Blue,  Red,  and  Hare's  Flecks 
Uprights. — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  now 
getting  into  good  condition,  and  as  a  very  large 
number  of  fish  have  been  seen  excellent  sport  is 
anticipated ;  they  are  numerous  at  Cowley,  Stoke 
Canon,  Brampford  Speke  and  Thorverton,  and  I  hope 
to  give  you  an  excellent  report  of  captures  next 
week.  Sea  fishing  is  poor  owing  to  the  heavy 
coloured  water  running  off,  but  small  bass  have 
been  taken  at  Esmouth,  also  a  few  pollack.  The 
first  day  of  spring  has  been  warm  and  sunny,  and 
prospects  look  very  hopeful  generally  if  the  fine 
weather  continues.  Mr.  Price,  of  Courtenay  Park, 
Newton  Abbot,  had  a  good  catch  near  Christow,  in 
the  river  Teign,  on  March  20,  landing  a  26lb. 
salmon  after  three  hourg  and  forty  minute's  aport.- — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Ang'lesey). — After  the 
late  heavy  rains  the  lake  is  high,  and  in  grand 
condition,  and,  with  the  genial  weatlier,  sport  is 
improving.  Visitors  staying  at  the  Meyrick  Arms 
Hotel  are  doing  well.  Messrs.  P.  Didier,  six ; 
Nickson,  thirteen;  Pugh,  eight;  Evans,  four; 
Holland  and  friend,  sixteen;  Allen  and  friend, 
twenty-two  ;  Curtler,  eighteen  ;  R.  P.  Owen,  three. 
The  fish  ran  from  6oz.  to  l|lb.,  and  were  mostly 
caught  from  the  banks,  the  Claret  and  MaUard 
and  Wickham's  Fancy  doing  most  execution. — 
W.  H. 

Iiake  Vyrn-wy  (North  Wales). — The  stormy 
weather  we  lately  had  has  been  succeeded  by  bright, 
warm  days,  and  flies  are  hatching  out  in  quantities. 
The  fishing  on  the  whole  has  been  very  fair,  and 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  made.  Mr.  D.  W. 
Pine  has  killed  considerably  over  100  fish.  On 
March  20  Mr.  Pine  killed  twelve  fish,  and  Messrs. 
Sheather  and  Bradford  six  fish.  On  March  21 
Messrs.  Sheather  and  Bradford  killed  six  fish  again, 
Capt.  Wemyss  creeled  four,  and  Mr.  Parsons  three 
fish.  The  rainbows  are  doing  well,  and  though  they 
ought  to  be  out  of  season  now,  they  are  in  splendid 
form  and  fight  well. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  in  excellent 
colour  and  stream  for  angling,  and  should  yield 
some  good  sport  among  roach  and  chub  before  the 
season  closes  on  March  31.  The  river  was  very 
muddy  for  the  A.  B.  S.  competition,  and  the  total 
basket  for  hundreds  of  anglers  out  at  Rye  House 
and  St.  Margaret's  was  only  just  over  211b.  Some 
good  roach  have  been  basketed  here  since,  also  at 
Ware.  At  Rye  House  250  dace,  some  nearly  |lb. — 
a  present  from  Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  of  Commercial- 
street,  E. — have  been  turned  into  the  river.  The 
Stort  is,  I  would  remind  anglers,  closed  for  all  kinds 
of  angling.  Dace  in  the  Lea  and  Beane  are  reported 
full  of  spawn. — Izaak  Walton. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  late  heavy 
flood  stopped  all  fishing  last  week,  but  the  river  had 
recovered  itself  sufficiently  to  allow  the  fly-rod 
to  be  used  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  one.  To- 
day, March  22,  it  is  almost  in  its  normal  state,  and 
perfect  for  the  angler.  Trout,  however,  are  not 
rising  freely,  and  only  for  a  very  short  time  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  can  any  sport  be  obtained. 
March  21  was  a  bright,  warm  day,  and  apparently 
favourable  for  a  rise,  but  very  few  fish  moved,  and 
no  good  catches  have  been  heard  of.  But  the  heavy 


feeding  time  of  the  fish  cannot  be  far  off  now,  and, 
h&r  floods,  any  day  may  see  good  baskets  made. — 
Heron.' 

Plymouth. — There  is  still  plenty  of  water  in  all 
the  rivers,  and  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken. 
They  are  not,  however,  in  very  good  condition.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  the  floods  that  we  have  just  had 
would  have  taken  all  the  back  fish  to  sea,  but  I 
hear  tliat  several  have  been  taken  and  put  back 
on  the  Meavy  and  Tavy.  There  are,  however, 
some  fresh-run  ones  in  the  river,  wliich  are  ea.sily 
distinguisliable  from  the  bank  fish — W.  He\iii)ER. 

Severn,  Vjrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  such  a  very  long  .spell  of  stormy  and 
tempestuous  weathor  it  is  indeed  a  great  treat  to 
have  such  mild  and  spring-like  days  as  we  have  had 
for  tlie  greater  part  of  this  week,  but  it  will  ba  yet 
a  few  days  before  these  rivers — especially  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Severn — are  in  good  condition  for  the 
fly.  Some  few  anglers  have  been  out  without  any 
great  results. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — As  a 
rule  trout  fisliing  doe^  not  commence  liere  until 
April.  Streams  and  rivers  are  high  and  bright. 
The  western  streams  hold  some  good  fish 
but  where  not  restocked  and  hard  fished  last 
season  there  are  a  few  good  but  wary  trout 
left.  The  Rother  is  worth  a  visit  later  on, 
but  one  must  not  expect  big  baskets.  It  was  near 
Selham  some  seasons  since  Mr.  S.  Young  took  a 
fine  trout  of  51b.  with  mitmow.  The  Ouse,  in  the 
upper  reaches  and  tributaries,  affords  sport,  and 
permission  to  fish  the  streams  can  generally  be 
obtained.  Worm  and  Stewart  tackle  i?  the 
method  used,  and  the  wooded  nature  of  the  banks 
will  not  allow  of  fly  or  minnow  fishing.  There  are 
small  bass  and  smelt  in  Chichester  Harbour,  but 
warmer  weather  is  needed  to  bring  the  fish  up  in 
quantities. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  fishing  condition. 
Some  good  baskets  have  been  killed  with  fly  and 
worm.  On  the  North  Tyne  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  with  fly  and  worm,  the  worm  having  the  best 
results.  Mr.  Twiddle,  Riding  Mill,'fishing  the  Tyne 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Devil's  Water,  Corbridge,  on 
March  20,  landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  121b. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  on  the 
Wansbeck,  worm  being  the  best  lure.  The  Coquet 
is  fishing  well.  Mr.  Hudson,  of  Newcastle,  last  Wed- 
nesday killed  four  aalmo  eriox  with  a  fly  named  the 
Kate.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  killed  with 
drop  minnows  and  worm,  the  Kate,  Butcher,  Black 
Doctor,  Mallard  and  Claret. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
are  now  in  very  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  Several 
trout  of  one  pound  and  over  have  been  caught  this 
week  with  the  fly  ;  the  best  killing  fly  just  now  is  the 
March  Brown,  also  the  Dark  Blue  and  Quill  Gnat 
are  very  good.  With  fine  weather  there  will  be 
good  sport  with  the  trout. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (TTsk). — After  the  flood  the  water  began  to 
clear  and  settle  down  on  Saturday  in  last  week,  and 
though  rather  high  and  strong  on  Monday,  it  must 
'oe  said  that  the  river  is  now  in  splendid  condition 
for  both  salmon  and  trout  anglers,  especially  on  the 
upper  water.  Col.  Morris,  of  Brynderwen,  was  the 
first  to  capture  a  sahnon  this  season,  he  having 
landed  an  18-pounder  in  the  Rookery  on  Monday, 
and  followed  this  up  with  one  weighing  201b.  on  the 
following  day,  in  the  Llwyn.  Major  Trevor  also 
killed  a  small  fish,  8lb.  in  weight,  on  March  21,  in 
the  Bindings.  Trout  anglers,  too,  are  again  enjoying 
good  sport,  and  several  nice  baskets  have  been 
taken,  the  most  successful  being: — March  20,  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  3^  brace;  Mr.  A.  Weare,  3i  brace;  Sergt.- 
Inst.  Jolinson,  4i  brace ;  Mr.  J.  Williams,  5  brace. 
March  21,  Mr.  GI  Edmunds,  sen.,  6  brace;  Mr.  F. 
Watkins,  2|  brace  (one  Ijlb.) ;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  5  brace 
(weighing  over  71b.). — T.  R. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — After  about  a  fortnight's 
high  flood,  with  the  water  very  discoloured,  making 
fishing  an  impossibility,  the  water  of  the  Wye  is 
rapidly  subsiding  and  assuming  its  normal  purity. 
It  is  expected  to  be  in  good  condition  for  fishing 
by  the  end  of  the  week,  when  the  minnow  will 
doubtless  prove  the  best  bait.  During  the  flood  a 
number  of  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  back  waters. 
One  rod  took  seven  averaging  Oilb.  A  few  trout 
have  also  been  caught,  one  I  heard  of  turning  the 
scale  at  241b.  and  in  splendid  condition.  The  trout 
fishers  will  have  a  better  time  next  week  both  with 
worm  and  minnow. — Jos.  G.  Jone.s. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  opening  day  of  the  trout  season 
was  taken  advantage  of  by  several  anglers.  The 
beautiful  spring-like  weather  of  the  past  two  or 
three  days  has  tempted  more  anglers  out  than 
usual.  Taking  sport  all  round  it  has  only  been 
moderate,  excepting  in  one  or  two  cases.  Strange 
to  say,  anglers  fishing  the  Yore  near  its  som'ce  have 
done  better  than  those  lower  down,  and  anglers  fish- 
ing the  Association  waters  at  Hawes  have  had  good 
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sport"  during  the  first  few  days  of  the  season.  On 
March  18  the  fish  rose  really  well  for  an  hour  at 
midday,  the  favourite  flies  being  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Early  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  I 
had  a  couple  of  hours  in  the  mid  -  Yore  on 
Tuesday,  and  got  two  fine  fish  with  spinning 
the  natural  minnow  on  the  Ariel  flight.  My 
largest  trout  weighed  1  lb.  2oz.  ;  he  was  not 
in  bad  condition  at  all,  but  some  fish  that  I 
have  seen  have  been  the  reverse  of  that.  The 
Codbeck  stream  fished  remarkably  well  on  the 
opening  day,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  being 
caught.  Mr.  J.  Rothwell  and  others  had  excellent 
sport,  the  best  basket  being  caught  by  Mr. 
J.  Rothwell,  his  basket  containing  forty-two 
very  nice  fish.  Not  one  weighed  less  than  -^Ib., 
the  largest  scaled  over  21b.  My  Wharfedale 
correspondent  says:  "A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  upper  Wharfe,  and  baskets  of  a  few 
brace  of  fish  have  been  taken.  As  foreshadowed, 
sport  has  been  mainly  with  the  worm.  Scarcely  a 
single  fly  has  been  seen  on  the  water,  and  very  few 
fish  have  been  caught  with  the  artificial.  A  few 
brace  have  been  taken  with  the  natural  minnow. 
The  trout  that  have  been  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches  have  looked  pretty  blight  as  to  colour, 
but  have  been  woefully  thin  and  flabby,  also  incap- 
able of  giving  decent  sport.  Those  anglers  who 
delay  their  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  for 
a  week  or  two  will  not  miss  very  much." 
In  the  mid- Wharfe,  in  the  districts  of  Pool,  Hare- 
wood,  WooBhall,  and  Collingham  Bridge,  several 
anglers  were  out  on  the  opening  day.  A  nice  fresh 
was  running,  sport  on  the  whole  not  being  at  all 
good.  On  the  opening  days  Messrs.  Taylor,  Pickers- 
gill,  and  Oliver  had  a  little  sport;  one  or  two  good  fish 
were  caught,  the  heaviest  being  1  lb.  14oz.  by  Mr.  W. 
Oliver.  Several  anglers  took  advantage  of  visiting 
Fewston  reservoirs  on  the  opening  day ;  no  great 
catches  are  reported,  but  the  fish  caught  were 
foun.d  to  be  long,  lean,  and  dark  coloured.  This  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  low  state  in  which  the 
reservoirs  have  been  dming  the  winter.  Anglers 
who  have  been  there  say  April  1  would  be  quite 
early  enough  to  commence  fishing,  the  best  fishers 
being  the  herons  who  are  making  sad  havoc  amongst 
the  trout  in  the  Washburn  Valley.  It  was  observed 
the  other  day  that  no  less  than  seven  birds  were 
busily  employed  catching  fish,  and  by  the  fact  that 
whilst  fishing  on  March  18  Mr.  Richardson  caught 
a  trout  which  on  its  back  bore  the  marks  caused  by 
a  heron's  bill,  and  as  the  fish  weighed  over  a  pound 
it  is  evident  they  do  not  confine  themselves  to  the 
smaller  fry.  The  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Anglers  have  been  busy  retting  the  canal 
garden  ponds,  and  have  turned  about  two 
hundred  trout  into  the  top  lake  at  Roundhay  Park. 
Some  very  nice  samples  of  trout  were  turned  in. 
Anglers  of  Leeds  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  this 
society  has  also  secured  a  very  nice  length  of  water 
on  the  Wharfe,  namely,  from  Harewood  Bridge  to 
the  Nunnery  on  the  Weeton  side.  A  fine  trout  has 
been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  at 
UUeskelf,  weighing  1  lb.  7^oz.,  the  lucky  captor  being 
Mr.  W.  T.  Rhodes.  At  the  time  of  sending  this 
report  the  temperature  has  fallen  considerably,  and 
this  will  not  improve  the  prospects  for  the  week- 
end.— John  E.  Millee. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — With  a  return  to  genial  weather  in  the 
district  anghng  prospects  have  brightened,  and  a 
fresh  run  of  salmon  have  taken  to  the  river.  The 
Farley  House  and  Beaufort  Castle  rods  have  been 
out  several  times  during  the  week,  and  have  had 
good  sport,  notably  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  who 
had  four  nice  salmon,  the  heaviest  of  which  turned 
the  scales  at  121b.  ;  so  far  this  makes  eight  salmon 
of  the  aggregate  weight  of  781b.  On  March  18,  the 
Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  had  a  salmon  of  9^1b.  and 
several  sea- trout.  On  March  13,  15,  and  17,  Mr. 
Cameron,  Moniach  Castle,  had  some  very  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  in  the  tidal  waters,  the  weights 
ranging  from  14oz.  up  to  21b.  Mr.  Young  has  leased 
the  Home  Beat  for  April,  and  the  prospects  of  sport 
are  excellent. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  rains  have 
made  a  considerable  impression  on  the  Sol  way 
streams.  Owing  to  the  recent  gales  little  was  done 
in  either  Esk  or  Liddle,  but  on  March  17  Mr.  Adam 
Keen,  Canonbie,  landed  a  nice  salmon,  weighing 
171b.,  in  the  Willow  Pool  of  the  Double  water.  In 
the  upper  leaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Wasson 
has  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  in  good  condition, 
and  on  March  18  Mr.  McMillan,  Langholm,  basketed 
some  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk, 
while  a  few  have  been  gut  in  the  Ewes  close  to 
Langholm.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches.  Major 
Ransom  landed  a  new-run  sahnon,  weighing  221b., 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  on  March  13.  Some 
good-sized  fish  are  being  seen  in  the  lower  waters, 
and  during  the  last  ten  days  some  capital  spring 
salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Solway  Firth. 


Wl'.en  the  nets  opened  for  the  week,  on  March  13,  a 
number  of  fuie  salmon  were  taken,  and  on  March  14 
a  splendid  salmon  was  caught  by  a  Bowness  fisher- 
man on  the  English  side  of  the  channel,  which 
weighed  521b.  The  haaf  fishermen  have  had  a 
pretty  good  time,  and  the  poke  and  stake  nets  are 
doing  fairly  well.  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie, 
has  had  a  small  salmon  in  the  Double  water  of  the 
Esk  below  Liddlefoot,  and  a  small  salmon  was 
caught  in  Mr.  Makant's  portion  of  the  Netherby 
reserved  water.  Since  the  opening  of  the  associa- 
tion water,  on  March  15,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnstone, 
while  fishing  in  Naxpool,  landed  a  new-run  salmon 
with  the  sea-lice  on  him.  The  fish  weighed  32|lb. 
A  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  but  little  has  been  done. 
Yellow  trout  are  showing  well  in  the  Langholm 
water. — Gilistockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  veiy  changeable,  and  generally 
speaking  unfavouiable  for  angling  owing  to  floods 
and  high  winds.  Since  last  reported  the  sport  has 
been  aS  follows: — Mr.  James  Henderson,  Braelang- 
well,  fishing  the  hotel  water  on  Mr.  John  MacLeod's 
rod,  caught  a  71b.  salmon  on  March  15,  and  one  of 
91b.  on  March  16.  In  previous  report  it  was  not 
mentioned  that  the  same  angler  landed  a  20-pounder 
on  March  11.  On  March  12,  Mr.'  George  Mao- 
Donald,  head  keeper,  Invercharron,  landed  an  81b. 
salmon  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  and  Mr.  Robert 
MacLeod,  Dunie,  on  same  rod,  one  of  71b.,  while 
another  angler,  on  Mr.  J.  MacLeod's  rod,  caught 
two  of  131b.  and  8|lb.  on  the  hotel  water.  On 
March  20  a  number  of  anglers,  including  Lord  and 
Lady  Garioch,  Belleville  House,  wei  e  out,  but  sport 
was  nil.  On  Tuesday  the  weather  was  still  adverse. 
The  net  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  very 
unproductive — a  few  fish  now  and  again  netted  on 
Mr.  Anderson's  Invercharron  fisliings,  and  also  on 
the  Balnagown  fishings,  but  Mr.  Andiew  Carnegie's 
Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth  are 
understood  to  have  been  blank  up  till  Saturday 
last.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  now  run- 
ring  in  fine  condition  for  both  rod  and  net  fishing. 
The  water  is  not  so  discoloured  as  when  the  river 
was  in  spate,  although  it  is  not  so  free  of  impurity 
as  is  desired  for  successful  fishing.  Since  the  rise 
in  the  water,  however,  rod  fishing  has  been 
resumed  in  the  lower  and  middle  waters.  Sport, 
however,  continues  poor.  There  are  very  few 
fish  on  the  coast,  and  consequently  scarcely  any 
are  ascending  the  river.  Although  the  net  fishermen 
have  been  working  the  sweep  nets  day  and  night  on 
the  lower  waters,  the  number  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  netted  has  been  the  lowest  this  season  for 
many  years  back.  Along  the  coast  the  results  are 
similar,  and  at  the  various  stations,  where  the  bag 
nets  are  worked  from,  only  one  or  two  salmon  are 
got  daily.  As  yet  no  grilse  have  been  captured  on 
this  part  of  the  coast.  Salmon  are  increasing  in 
weight  and  now  average  about  101b.  A  box  was 
consigned  from  the  Deveron  district  on  Tuesday  to 
the  market. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.). — Mr.  Grant, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  fishing  on  March  16,  had  a 
salmon  of  221b. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — On  March  14, 
Mr.  D.  Grant  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  7-Jlb.  each. 
On  March  15,  the  boatmen  had  one  salmon,  101b. ; 
March  16,  two,  251b.  and  14lb. ;  March  18,  one, 
151b.— S.  T11.STON. 

Loch  Tay  (Kennvore,  N.B.). — On  March  18 
Mr.  Henry  Tate,  out  a  short  time,  caught  a  salmon 
191b.  The  loch  coming  into  good  ply  after  the 
storm. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  14,  Rev. 
Herbert  Worthington  landed  a  salmon  171b. ;  Mr. 
J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one  151b.  On  March  16,  Mr. 
A.  O.  Worthington,  Lichfield,  one  141b. ;  Rev. 
Herbert  Worthington,  one  IGlb.  ;  Mr.  J.-  B.  Smith, 
Stirling,  one  181b.  On  March  17,  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe, 
Ipswich,  one  251b.  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Stirling, 
one  171b.  On  March  21,  Mr.  H.  Evans  Broad, 
one  151b. ;  Mr.  James  McWilliam,  one  141b. — H.  J. 
Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  floods  of  last 
week  have  in  a  measure  subsided,  although  the  river 
is  by  no  means  too  small.  A  good  deal  of  snow- 
broth  has  yet  to  come  away,  and  till  then  sport  will 
not  be  at  its  best.  On  the  Braemar  section  the 
first  real  sport  of  the  season  is  now  being  got.  On 
March  16,  Mr.  Bullough,  on  the  Lower  Invercauld 
water,  creeled  three  fish  of  O^lb.,  71b.,  and  9lb. 
Since  then  several  others  have  been  got,  and  anglers 
are  hopeful  of  a  continuance  of  first-class  sport  for 
some  weeks  to  come.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
reaches  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  but  details  are 
not  yet  to  hand.  On  the  Dinnet  waters,  Mr.  Nix 
and  party  and  Mr.  Hartley  and  party  had  thirty 
fish  for  the  week.  Of  these  Mr.  Hartley  creeled 
the  record  fish  of  the  season  for  Upper  Dee,  being 
a  beauty  of  361b.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Bush, 


Sheffield,  had  two  fish  on  Tuesday  on  the  hotel 
water  of  71b.  and  18Jlb.,  while  Mr.  Clive,  Sheffield, 
had  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Spooner  one  of  9.Ub.  On 
March  16,  Colonel  Hughes  had  one  of  131b.',  and  on 
March  18  one  of  141b.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
reaches,  as  well  as  on  the  Banchory  waters,  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  since  the  recent  fill,  but  both 
here  and  on  the  lower  beats  there  is  a  decided 
scarcity  of  fish.  On  the  Trout  Anglers'  Association 
waterj,  Mr.  Alex  Forbes  creeled  a  fine  tea-trout, 
while  one  or  two  anglers  have  had  fair  success  on 
the  Poweries  tidal  waters,  six  or  seven,  however, 
being  about  the  be-^t  creels  at  any  one  tide.  Don. — 
On  the  Don  tidal,  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  and  others 
have  had  one  or  two  good  days,  the  river  having 
improved  vastly  with  the  resent  floods,  althougli 
there  is  great  room  yet  for  further  improvement, 
especially  in  cleaning  out  the  bed  of  the  river  from 
successive  accumulations  of  filth.  On  the  Parkhill, 
Fintry,  and  Kintore  waters  trout  anglers  are  now 
putting  in  an  appearance,  and  fairly  good  baskets 
of  well-conditioned  fish  are  being  made,  the  chief 
flies  being,  of  course,  the  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown, 
and  such  like  on  fairly  large  irons,  such  as  nine  and 
ten  Limerick  scale.  Ythan. — On  the  Ellon  Castle 
water  excellent  baskets  of  finnook  and  sea  trout  are 
being  made  daily,  all  to  the  fly  or  Devon.  The 
chief  flies  are  the  Alexandra,  Dunkeld  Jungle  Cock, 
or  any  silver- bodied  pattern.  On  March  18,  Mr. 
J ames  D.  Mackay  and  Mr.  William  Mackay,  Aber- 
deen, creeled  some  thirty  fish  between  them,  scaling 
12ilb.,  mostly  to  the  Devon  and  Creeper,  while  on 
Monday  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  about  twenty-five 
fine  fish,  scaling  151b.,  all  to  the  Alexandra.  Mr. 
Gordon,  Ellon  Castle,  has  also  had  some  splendid 
sport  recently.  On  the  Bronnie  and  Ebrie,  IHessrs. 
Dan  Macrae,  John  Sutherland,  John  Mackie,  and 
others  have  had  excellent  sport  both  with  finnock 
and  sea- trout,  while  Mr.  Mackie  had  a  nice  fresh-run 
salmon  of  5|lb. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg',  N.B.).— 
At  the  beginning  of  last  week  the  river  was  in  fairly 
good  order.  On  March  13,  Mr.  J.  Edwards-Moss, 
London,  landed  a  salmon  which  weighed  161b.,  a 
good  weight  for  the  Oykell.  On  March  14,  the 
same  angler  caught  two  of  71b.  and  91b.  Since  then 
conditions  have  been  so  adverse  that  sport  was  out 
of  the  question,  but  prospects  of  good  sport  this 
week  are  entertained. — B. 

Shin  (Inverau,  N.B.).— On  March  13  and  14 
this  river  was  tco  flooded  for  successful  angling, 
while  on  March  15  (memorable  for  shipping  disasters 
round  the  British  coasts)  casting  was  impossible. 
On  March  16,  however,  Mr.  Pickworth,  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.,  and  Mr. 
Thornley  a  l5-pounder.  On  March  17,  Mr.  Pick- 
worth  caught  one  of  111b.  March  18  was  blank, 
but  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  prospects  were 
excellent. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — On  March  20  the  Border 
rivers  of  the  Solway  were  in  the  best  of  order  for 
fly.    The  continual  spates  of  last  week  have  done 
much  good.    Trout  have  been  seen  rising  freely  to 
the  fly  within  the  past  few  days.    The  netsmen  are 
not  doing  so  well  in  the  Solway  this  week,  though 
some  nice  spring  fish  are  being  caught  daily.  The 
weight  of  the  larger  salmon  caught  in  the  Solway 
last  week  by  a  Bowness  haaf-netter,  and  reported 
by  a  correspondent  from  Carlisle  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  was  exaggerated.    The  correct  weight  was 
44TUb.,    and   not   521b.    as  reported.     Sea -trout 
will   begin  to  run   in  the  Solway  very  shortly, 
especially  if  the  present  fine  weather  continues. 
The  following  are  the  reports  from  the  rivers  of  this 
district: — The   Annan. — This  river    afforded  no 
sport  last  week  on  account  of  the  daily  floods  that 
occurred.    Angling  in  the  Howes  pool  on  March  20 
Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  W.S.,  of  Edinburgh,  had  a  long 
fight  with  a  salmon  of  171b.  or  181b.,  but  on  landing  it, 
there  was  disappointment  when  it  was  seen  that  the 
fish  was  a  mended  kelt.    Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked  a 
salmon  lower  down  in  the  same  pool  but  lost  it.  In 
the  middle  portions  several  spent  fish  up  to  nearly 
201b.    have  been   landed    and    returned.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Kirtle  water  of  the  lower  section  the 
other  day  Mr.  R.  P.  McDougall,  Annan,  had  half  a 
dozen  yellow  trout.    Dumfbies  Nith. — On  account 
of  the  repeated  floods,  the  river  was  unfishable  for 
the  last  week  from  mid  Nithsdale  downwards.  In 
the  Sanquhar  portion  a  few  t  out  were  caught, 
chiefly  with  worm  bait.    Sport  has  been  very  poor 
in  the  Thornliill  stretch  of  the  Nith.    A  few  Dum- 
fries rods  have  been  out  on  the  Cluden  and  Cairn 
after  yellow  trout,  and  a  few  small  catches  have 
been  taken,  chiefly  with  worm  bait.  The  Galloway 
Rivers. — Angling  has  been  rather  disappointing 
on  these  rivers.    A  small  spring  fish  of  51b.  has 
been  landed  in  one  of  the  rivers.    The  netsmen 
have  been  doing  pretty  well  of  late.  The  Ayrshire 
Rivers. — There  has  been  no  salmon-fishing  on  these 
rivers  so  far.    A  goodly  number  of  rods  were  out 
fishing  with  worm  bait,  and  catches  up  to  a  dozen 
and  a  half  of  trout  were  reported.  A  more  plentiful 
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supply  of  fly  is  now  on  the  water,  and  trout  are 
expected  to  improve  rapidly. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — As  the  river  is  now  settling 
down  into  fine  trim  good  spoit  is  anticipated.  On 
March  17,  on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Craik, 
fisherman,  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  S^b.  and 
6pb.  respectively,  while  on  the  day  following  he 
landed  another  of  dllh.  From  the  Laggan  water, 
on  March  15,  Colonel  Smith  Grant  killed  one  of  91b. 
—J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  mild 
and  more  settled.  The ;  iver  is  in  good  order,  and  fine 
sport  has  been  obtained  on  some  of  the  beats.  For 
week  ending  March  21  there  were  killed  on  Stanley 
water  one  fish  of  151b.  by  Mr.  Wm.  Black  on  March  18, 
and  by  Colonel  E.  S.  May  i'our  of  2Ub.,  181b., 
181b.,  and  16|lb.  on  March  20,  and  two  of  231b.  and 
181b.  on  March  21.  Mrs.  Archibald  Turner  killed 
one  fish  of  101b.  on  Eenchill  on  March  17.  Fishing 
the  Upper  Dunkeld  water,  on  March  17,  the  boatman 
landed  one  fish  of  171b,,  while  Mr.  .John  A.  Park 
and  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  on  March  20,  killed  three  fish 
of  19Ib.,  161b.,  and  14ilb.  on  Lower  Dunkeld.  The 
keeper,  fishing  Castle  Menzies  water  on  March  20, 
landed  a  nice  salmon  of  161b.  On  Loch  Tay,  Killin, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe  had  one  fish  of  151b.  on  March  14, 
and  another  of  25lb.  on  March  17.  Tlie  Rev.  Herbert 
Worthington  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.  on  March  14, 
and  another  of  161b.  on  March  16.  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith 
had  one  of  181b.  on  March  16,  and  one  of  171b.  on 
March  17,  while  Mr.  A.D.  Worthington  killed  one 
of  141b.  on  March  16.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — Very  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  this  river  during  the  past  week.  On 
Beat  No.  3  there  were  killed  one  salmon  of  241b.  on 
March  17,  and  one  191b.  on  20th.  On  No.  4  Beat 
two  of  17|lb.  and  7  Jib.  on  21st.  No.  6  Beat,  one 
101b.  on  15th,  one  Hl'b.  on  17th,  one  7ilb.  on  18th, 
one  lUlb.  on  20th,  and  two  of  16.Ub.  and  1611b.  on 
21st.  No.  7  Beat,  two  of  UJlb.  and  O^lb.  on  18th. 
No.  8  Beat,  two  of  191b.  and  81b.  on  13th,  and  one 
of  lOJlb.  on  20th.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS, 

Bandon  Biver  (co.  Cork). — River  high,  but  in 
good  order.  The  Earl  of  Bandon  had  two  salmon, 
11  lb.,  16|lb. ;  Mr.  Beazley,  one,  71b.  ;  Mr.  E.  Perry, 
one,  81b.;  Mr.  P.  Gamble,  two,  121b.,  ISUb. ;  Major 
Henderson,  five,  81b.  to  191b. ;  J.  O.  Jameson, 
seven,  81b.  to  181b.;  R.  Lombard,  two,  91b,  161b.; 
Dr.  Neville,  two,  91b.,  1 1  lb.  ;  W.  Bevan,  three,  81b., 
101b.,  and  101b.;  W.  S.  Hosford;  one,  111b.;  M. 
Milner,  one,  181b. ;  J.  McCarthy,  one,  121b. ;  D. 
Wren,  one,  10|lb.  Some  good  trout  were  also 
taken.  Mr.  Stenning  had  twenty-eight  (one  day), 
T.  OUiffe,  fifty-five  (two  days),  Mr.  D.  Murphy,  one 
of  4|lb.  at  Enneskeane,  and  Mr.  Kingston,  of  Dun- 
manway,  some  good  baskets,  including  three  of 
3|lb.,  2ilb.,  and  21b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  greatly 
improved  this  week,  and  trout  fishing  with  it.  Since 
last  notes  sport  ruled  good  on  the  Six  mile,  Clady, 
Glenavy,  Crumlen,  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Lagan.  The  first  runs  of  white  trout  are  now  up 
the  Crossgar,  which  is  exceptionally  early,  and 
about  Annacloy  some  were  taken.  Brown  trout 
seem  plentiful  in  the  Crossgar,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  week  several  very  good  catches  were  made 
about  BalUnahinch  and  Kilmore.  At  the  Wood- 
bmn  and  other  dams  very  little  was  done. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — This  river  has  been 
in  high  flood  during  the  past  week.  T.  Gilroy  (the 
keeper)  landed  a  few  fresh  run  salmon,  amongst 
them  one  weighing  181b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Dublin  and  District. — The  wild  weather  greatly 
handicapped  angling  in  this  district,  but  it  has  now 
changed  considerably  for  the  better,  and  likely  to 
remain  so.  The  season  opened  on  the  Avonmore 
on  March  16  in  very  bad  weather.  One  angler 
creeled  thirty-seven  herring-sized  trout,  and  they 
were  in  good  condition.  Now  that  the  weather  is 
more  favourable,  better  sport  is  anticipated  on  the 
various  reservoirs.  Boyne  anglers  were  flooded  out 
last  week,  the  spates  coming  down  thick  and  fast. 
However,  the  flood  had  the  compensating  advantage 
of  bringing  up  more  fish.  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  who 
has  fished  Upper  Black  Castle  water  for  several 
seasons,  has  done  very  well  there  considering  the 
variable  condition  of  the  river,  which  went  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other.  On  March  15  several  of 
the  Wexford  District  rivers  opened,  including  the 
Avoca,  Gleneale,  Lough  Dan,  Inchivore,  Slaney, 
Courtown,  Inch,  etc. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
Erne  continues  in  fine  trouting  order,  and  some  nice 
catches  of  trout  were  taken  by  the  Masters  Crawford 
and  other  anglers  out  on  the  river  during  the  past 
week,  and  a  fine  salmon  weighing  over  201b.  was 
recently  taken  in  the  net  fishery. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  following  is  the  catch  for 
the  week  ending  March  18: — Mr.  John  Lydon,  one 
salmon,  121b.    Owing  to  excessively  bad  weather 


there  was  but  little  angling  done.  The  Iieavy  rains 
brought  the  river  in  flood,  and  con.'-etiuontly  tho 
floodgates  were  I'aised.  Tiie  flood  is  again  sul)--id 
ing,  a,nd  the  water  is  clearing;  with  favourafjlo 
weather,  the  river  ought  to  be  in  angling  ply  in  a 
day  or  two. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Lee  River  'co.  Cork). — River  unsettled  ard  high, 
but  still  in  fishing  order.  During  tho  week  the 
following  salmon  were  taken: — F.  St.  Leger  Carter, 
three,  7 i lb.,  91b.,  91b.;  Robt.  Ntttles,  three,  8lb., 
91b.,  lOlb.  ;  Colonel  Sillem,  six,  71b.,  81b..  81b.,  7.Ub., 
7ilb.,  22Jlb.  ;  Caut.  Rees,  two.  71b.,  81b. ;  J.  Forrest 
one,  7lb.';  Sam  Haynes  six,  71b.,  7;Ub.,  811).,  '.}},\h., 
lO.Ub  ,  I4^1b.  ;  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley,  three,  .51b., 
71b.,  8^1b.  ;  Culonel  Adamson,  four,  8Ib.,  81b.,  8. Jib., 
9Jlb.  ;  J.  Payne,  one,  91b.  ;  Somers  Payne,  three. 
61b.,  91b.,  91b.;  Mr.  Allen,  one,  lOlb.  ;  F.  Leader, 
two,  111b.,  131b.:  Andrew  Jameson,  thrse,  72lb., 
8pb.,  17^1b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Loug'h  Conib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway). — After 
a  long  spell  of  cold,  stormy  weatlier,  finishing  up 
with  a  downpour  of  rain  (which  has  caused  the  lake 
to  rise  very  high),  last  week  was  a  record  one  for 
pike  flshing.  A  few  local  fi-hermen  killed  sixty  pike, 
weighing  3661b.,  largest  241b.  J.  Hughes,  fisherman, 
of  KUbeg,  killed  two  trout,  21b.  and  4Jlb.,  two  pike, 
and  a  spring  salmon  of  181b.  in  one  day.  This  is 
very  creditable  as  he  had  to  manage  the  boat,  play 
and  gaff  the  fish.  This  is  the  first  salmon  killed  in 
this  part  of  the  lake  this  season  that  I  know  of. — 
T.  M. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  following  are  details  of  the  sport  had  since  last 
report,  all  the  fish  being  had  witlr  the  fly.  March  16, 
James  Leary,  two  salmon,  1 1  lb.  and  lOlb.;  March  17, 
Denis  Currane,  one,  13Jlb. ;  March  18,  James  Leary, 
two,  12|lb.  and  lO^lb.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Owing  to  the  recent  floods  the 
lake  is  at  present  high,  but  at  time  fof  writing  the 
weather  is  fine  and  the  lake  will  be  in  grand  salmon 
flshing  order  in  a  few  days,  when  some  good  sport 
will  be  obtained.  Trout  anglers  had  some  fair  sport 
occasionally  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Since  my  last  report 
the  water  has  got  fine  and  the  river  is  in  good  order, 
with  a  good  supply  of  fish  in  the  pools.  There  was 
a  good  number  of  salmon  taken  in  the  weirs  last 
week,  and  some  good  white  trout  got  with  the  rod 
on  the  lower  reaches.  Lough  Conn  is  coming  down  to 
fishing  level,  and  some  good  sport  is  expected  with 
salmon  and  trout,  as  a  good  number  of  fish  went  up 
during  last  week's  flood. — John  Deveks. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— During  most  of  the  past  week  tlie  river 
was  out  of  order  owing  to  the  rain  and  snow  on  the 
mountains.  The  water  and  .weather  at  present  are 
very  uncertain,  and  all  we  would  want  to  promote 
sport  would  be  a  spell  of  good  weather.  Both 
loughs  are  high  at  present  from  the  heavy  rains 
and  snow  showers.  They  are  getting  a  very  good 
run  of  salmon  at  the  salmon  weirs  at  Ballina. — Pat 
Heaknes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Very  heavy  rain 
fell  duiing  the  week,  so  that  the  water  went  up  to 
a  high  mark.  The  weather  has  now  become  much 
drier.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  three 
salmon,  31|lb.,  25-pb.,  131b.  On  Hermitage,  the 
flshermen  killed  one  salmon,  3  5 Jib.  On  Newgarden, 
Colonel  C.  de  Crespigny  killed  one  salmon,  20  pb. — 
John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Mr. 
Wm.  Payne  Gallwey,  Grenadier  Guards,  arrived 
here  on  the  forenoon  of  March  22  by  the  11  o'clock 
train,  had  luncheon,  and  went  out  in  a  boat  to  fish 
my  preserves,  which  he  and  a  brother  officer  have 
rented  for  the  April  month.  In  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  he  met  four  sprmgers,  one  of  which  (a  12- 
pounder)  he  killed  with  fly.  This  was  the  only 
salmon  taken  here  during  the  last  fortnight,  all 
owing  to  the  high  water,  which  does  not  aflect  my 
section  of  the  river  at  all,  so  that  Mr.  Gallwey  and 
his  friend  may  reckon  on  capturing  a  goodly  number 
of  salmon  and  trout  on  my  preserves. — S.  J.  Huble  y. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
The  weather  has  been  so  wet  and  stormy  since 
March  I  that  I  do  not  tliink  anyone  has  ventul-ed 
on  the  lakes  as  yet — in  any  case  I  have  not  heard 
of  a  single  fish  being  killed.  The  rivers,  which  were 
very  low  up  to  that  date,  have  since  overflowed 
their  banks  in  places,  and  no  trout  of  any  de2ent 
size  will  rise  to  a  fiy.  Crossing  a  bridge  of  the  River 
Dale  a  few  evenings  ago  I  came  up  with  an  old 
angling  friend  who  told  me  he  was  just  after 
missing  a  good  fish  with  minnow  bait,  and  that 
perhaps  if  I  tried  I  might  get  him.    WlieeUng  my 

bike"  over  against  the  parapet  of  the  bridge  I 
took  the  rod,  and  at  the  third  time  of  asking  firmly 
hooked  my  fish,  which  I  brought  safely  to  net  in 
something  less  than  ten  minutes — a  plump,  well- 
fed  beauty  of  31b.  2oz.  My  friend  had  one  of  about 
the  same  weight,  but  by  no  means  as  good  a  fish, 
as  also  some  half-dozen  of  much  smaller  size. 


Elated  with  my  succe.s.s,  1 1.  ioi  on  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
but  nothing  of  any  ascount  would  look  at  a  fly,  so 
I  had  recourse  tj  minnow  spinning  with  tiie  result 
tliat  I  got  sixteen  fi.sh,  averaging  'lb.  each.  The 
above  is  rny  fiist  expe.  ionce  of  the  seas  )n  of  1905. 
The  water  had  risen  one  foot  at  least  .^ince  the 
prei'eding  day,  which  miht  ited  greatly  against  rny 
chances  of  succo.-s. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (Manili  18).— Veracity  compels  regret 
at  having  to  record  another  unsatisfactory  week  in 
the  Rhone  Valley.  The  Stockalper  water  was  found 
still  low  and  dredging  in  progress  on  Ma;  cli  15,  the 
day  the  fisiiing  was  officially  declared  open.  One 
angler  did  not  even  put  his  rod  t  jgether,  so  bad  was 
the  prospect,  and  another  caught  a  single  small 
trout.  Yet  we  have  had  some  lain — it  is  raining 
now,  and  more  seems  coming.  The  lesult  may  be 
a  flood,  and  thereafter  something  else  to  .say. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Piec). — During  the  whole  of  tho  proso:it 
week  th§  water  near  the  sliore  lias  boon  very  clear 
and  bright,  and  daylight  flshing  has  materially 
suffered  in  consequence.  Pier  fishing  by  night  has 
proved  fairly  pr^^ductive,  though  the  general  run 
of  all  captures  lias  been  small.  Mr.  Band  made  a 
good  mixed  bag  on  March  17,  and  Messrs.  Turner, 
Baum,  Hayward,  Young,  and  Dunstone  landed 
a  few  nice  codling  during  evening  hours.  Hardly 
a  fish  came  to  hand  on  March  18,  and  on  the 
following  day  Messrs.  Spicer,  Glen,  Tarling,  Everitt, 
and  Hulke  spant  several  entirely  fiuitless  hours. 
Additions  to  pier  angling  ranks  on  March  20 
comprised  Mr.  A.  J.  Stait,  Mr.  Dyer,  of  the  Dover 
Sea  Angling  Society,  and  Mr.  Larkman ;  but,  as  on 
several  previous  days,  the  returns  were  excep- 
tionally poor  until  after  sunset,  when  one  and  all 
obtained  fair  catches  of  codling  and  pouting,  several 
of  the  latter  being  remarkably  large  and  well-baited 
fish.  Tuesday  (March  21)  agam  witnessed  very 
tame  sport,  and  the  evening's  catch  was  less  satis- 
factory than  that  of  Monday.  No  improvement 
was  observable  on  Wednesday  (March  22),  the  flood 
tide  on  that  day  being  exceptionally  fierce,  and 
great  difficulty  being  experienced  in  keeping  the 
baits  on  tho  ground.  Flatfish  of  all  kinds  are 
rarities,  and  the  few  recently  landed  have  been 
small  and  in  poor  condition.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Plymouth. — Storms  during  the  last  week  were 
not  at  all  conducive  to  big  catches  of  fish.  Both 
the  trawlers  and  hookers  were  unable  to  get  out,  and 
the  piers  and  jetties  were  forsaken  by  the  amateurs. 
1  see  they  have  had  an  inquiry  at  Looe  into  the 
dogfish  plague.  There  must  certainly  be,  according 
to  the  fishermen,  millions  of  these  fish  about,  and 
although  they  are  destructive  to  the  pilchard  nets 
they  certainly  could  be  caught  by  other  means  or 
by  differently  constructed  nets,  and  be  prepared 
and  sent  to  the  markets  in  a  way  suitable  for  the 
table.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  a  good 
market  may  be  found  for  them  as  I  hear  from  many 
that  they  are  very  good  eating  wlren  cooked  properly. 
The  larger  species  which  run  up  to  121b.  or  141b.  are 
no  doubt  coarse,  but  these  could  be  used  to  manu- 
facture into  fish  oil,  manure,  and  fish  glue.  We 
have  here  already  a  manufactory  for  utilising  all  the 
fish  offal,  and  I  believe  it  pays  very  well.  I  believe 
the  railway  companies  could  do  a  lot  to  alleviate 
this  distress  by  reducing  their  rates  on  this  common 
fish.  It  is  a  matter  that  should  be  taken  up  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. — W.  Peabdek 
B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-ITaze. — The  usual  lot  of  local  anglers 
out  on  the  pier  had  fairly  good  sport — codling  and 
few  dabs.  H.  Blewitt  has  done  very  well  this 
week  with  codling.  Weather  grand,  but  sea  choppy. 
—J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctaiions,  etc. 

Anglees'  Association. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Societj's  Competiti  m.  Rye 
House,  Herts. 
Wretched  weather  I  Wind  and  rain ;  a  super- 
abundance of  both  during  the  fortnight  immediately 
preceding  tlie  annual  angling  event  on  the  river 
Lea  for  the  benefit  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  did  not  tend  to  encourage  anglers  to  com- 
pete. All  reports  in  the  Press  indicated  the  river  to 
be  in  flood,  and  the  prospect  of  big  catches  reduced 
to  a  minimiun.  The  executive  were  hopeful  of  a 
record  entry.  No  doubt  this  would  have  been 
achieved  but  for  the  reasons  above  [stated.  The 
liver  on  the  morning  of  competition,  March  19, 
was  apparently  in  the  pink — no  pun,  please,  although 
H.  Pmk,  of  the  Original  Clerkenwell,  was  the  fii-st 
prize  winner— of  condition,  a  nice  colour  and  run- 
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ning  gently,  the  general  opinion  being  that  all  the 
prizes  would  be  won  and  many  fine  catches  recorded. 
Something  must  have  been  wrong,  probably  the 
sharp  frost  the  night  previous,  because  736  anglers 
fishing  in  various  styles,  using  many  and  varied 
baits,  and  extending  from  Carthagena  Weir,  Brox- 
bourne,  to  Ware  Bridge,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  were 
only  able  to  bring  to  scales  211b.  3  Joz.,  even  this 
weight  was  divided  up  between  53  prize  winners. 
Mr.  \y.  Abel,  the  new  proprietor  of  Ye  Olde  Rye 
House,  made  every  arrangement  for  the  comfort  of 
competitors,  who  ereatly  appreciated  his  efforts. 
To  him  the  Benevolent  Society  are  greatly  indebted 
for  a  successful  day.  In  consequence  of  there  being 
thirty-eight  prizes  still  in  hand,  the  competition 
will  be  continued  on  March  26.  There  will  be  no 
special  train  from  Liverpool-street.  The  usual 
service  will  no  doubt  be  strengthened,' trains  leaving 
Liverpool- street  at  8.5  a.m.  and  9.10  a.m.  The 
unsuccessful  competitors  of  last  week  may  again 
try  their  luck,  also  those  who  did  not  venture  on 
March  19  may  care  to  have  their  tickets  stamped 
and  try  to  inflict  mortal  injury  to  inhabitants  of 
the  River  Lea  before  the  close  season  is  in  operation 
on  that  river.  Leading  prize  winners  are : — H.  Pink 
(Original  Clerkenwell  A.S.),  lib.  6oz. ;  E.  Lulham 
(unattached),  lib.  4|oz. ;  W.  J.  Piper  (Walthamstow 
Bros.  A.S.),  1  lb.  ^oz.  (one  roach) ;  E.  Bell  (Southend 
A.S.),  1  lb.  ioz.—R.  G.  W. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  moisting  held  on  March  15,  a  gentleman 
previously  proposed  for  membership  was  balloted 
for  and  elected,  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry, 
announced  that  he  had  received  applications  for 
particulars  of  the  society's  fishery,  etc.  Our  "  sides  " 
competition  (the  last  outing  of  the  season)  will  take 
place  in  tlie  Harefield  section  on  March  26,  roach 
and  chub  only,  etc.  Our  club  competition  com- 
menced on  March  12  at  Harefield,  was  continued  on 
March  19,  when  the  prizes  which  were  left  over  from 
the  former  occasion  were  competed  for,  and  the 
result  was  that  Mr.  Loudensach,  who  had  several 
nice  roach,  was  second  ;  Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  third  (best 
roach,  1  lb.  7-^oz. ) ;  and  Mr.  Barnes,  fourth.  Messrs. 
Moffatt,  Swain,  and  Yarham  also  had  some  good 
samples  of  roach.  The  floods  had  practically  dis- 
appeared, and  those  members  who  visited  Harefleld 
this  last  week  enjoyed  lovely  spring  weather,  and, 
on  the  whole,  sport  was  satisfactory,  very  many 
roach  under  our  standard  size  being  taken  and 
returned. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'.  Society. 

The  usual  weekly  ordinary  meeting  was  held  in 
Fetter-lane  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
occupying  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance 
of  members.  Reports  from  stations  were  not 
of  much  importance,  but  at  Redcar  exceptionally 
good  fishing  had  been  obtained  of  haddock  and 
ling,  and  plenty  of  flatfish — cod  of  from  81b.  to 
141b.,  one  at  the  pier  weighing  201b.  As  the  chair- 
man observed,  "  here  is  still  a  chance  of  winning  the 
'SarceUe'  Cup."  Letters  from  members  reported 
a  fair  day's  sport  at  Deal  on  March  20,  fishing  on 
the  wreck  ;  result :  seventeen  codling  and  nine  score 
whiting.  Mr.  Pickup  drew  attention  to  the  report 
of  the  Cornwall  Sea  District  Committee  upon 
last  year's  phenomenal  arrival  of  dogfish 
which  resulted,  not  only  in  great  damage 
to  nets  and  gear,  but  drove  away  the  shoals  of 
pilchards,  evidently  the  object  of  their  coming, 
ruining  what  has  always  been  a  very  profitable 
occupation  to  the  men  roimd  the  coast.  There 
were  "spurdogs,"  one  of  the  four  kinds  of  dogfish, 
in  millions,  the  water  being  thick  with  them ;  their 
mode  of  attack  as  in  all  the  shark  tribe  was  to 
turn  over  on  their  backs,  and  with  their  spurs  rip 
open  the  fish  and  tear  long  holes  in  the  nets.  No 
remedy  appeared  to  be  possible  save  catching  them, 
and  then  what  to  do  with  them  was  the  problem. 
To  convert  them  into  manure  was  possible,  and  the 
skin  and  cartilage  were  full  of  gelatine;  but  to 
deal  with  the  enormous  bulk  large  works 
would  have  to  be  erected.  The  loss  of  gear  had 
exceeded  £1000,  the  loss  of  the  pilchards  much 
more  than  this.  A  letter  was  read  reporting  the 
loss  of  the  galley-punt,  Gipsy  Queen,  off  Deal, 
belonging  to  Teddy  Hanger,  the  society's  old  and 
valued  agent  there,  fortunately  without  loss  of  life. 
She  was  struck  by  a  steamer's  propeller  while  fast 
alongside  and  sank.  Hope  was  expressed  that  the 
society  would  assist  Hanger  to  replace  what  was  a 
very  important  part  of  his  means  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood.  The  chairman  announced  that  the 
letter  would  receive  .the  careful  attention  of  the 
committee,  and  suggested  that  members  desirous 
of  assisting  should  send  their  money  to  Mr.  Richard- 
son, the  Pier,  Deal.  No  one  who  has  ever  known 
Hanger's  single-eyed,  courageous,  thorough  work 
as  lifeboatman,  fisherman,  and  host,  can  doubt  that 
this  misfortune  will  be  rounded  off  for  him  by  the 
many  members  who  have  had  experience,  for  all 


these  years,  of  his  ready  and  frank  assistance.  And 
yet  another  of  these  fine  boats,  shortly,  alas,  to 
become  historic  only,  like  the  vanished  Deal  lugger 
we  "old  ones"  so  well  remember,  "Old  Tom," 
Thomas  Bingham,  met  the  boatman's  fate,  and  was 
drowned  towing  up  from  Dungeness  astern  of  the 
ss.  Carolus,  his  boat  being  lost.  It  is  a  marvel- 
lous thing  that  of  the  hundreds  of  members  over 
the  twelve  years  of  the  existence  of  the  society  not 
one  has  been  drowned,  and  it  is  a  strong  testimony 
to  the  excellence  and  the  care  of  the  boatmen  they 
employ.  There  is  an  opportunity  here  of  acknow- 
ledging this  obligation — not  a  light  one,  either. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  much  pleasant  intercourse, 
the  chairman  announcing  that  Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M. 
Colquhoun  Kemp  would  read  a  paper  next  Wednes- 
day, the  subject  of  which  would  come  as  a  surprise. 
He  also  asked  members  to  send  in  bits  of  subjects 
they  deemed  suitable  for  discussion  during  the  rest 
of  the  year,  not  necessarily  binding  themselves  to 
contribute  papers,  though  offers  to  do  so  would  be 
very  much  valued.  Toast  of  the  B.S.  A.S.  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chair  terminated  the  proceedings. 
— H.P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  supper  and  musical  entertainment  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last  was  an  immense 
success,  there  being  a  grand  attendance,  including 
many  ladies,  Mr.  Robert  Snare  most  genially  and 
efficiently  presiding,  Mr.  John  Warne  being  vice- 
chairman.  After  discussing  a  capital  repast — very 
well  served — the  post-prandial  proceedings  com- 
menced ;  there  were  but  few  toasts,  however,  that 
of  "  The  King  "  was  duly  and  loyally  honoured  ;  the 
C.L.P.S.  also  meeting  with  a  very  hearty  reception. 
"The  Press"  was  capitally  responded  to  by  Mr. 

A.  E.  Jackson,  Anglers'  News,  and  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  Press,  who  was  also 
very  felicitous.  The  musical  programme  in- 
cluded some  fine  pieces  from  Madame  Clara 
Dowle,  whose  singing  of  "  It  was  a  Dream  "  and 
"  O  Luce  di  quest  Anima"  was  simply  magnificent. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Wilson  was  very  fine  in  "  Nita  Gitana" 
and  other  items ;  Mr.  Evan  Cook  capitally  gave 
*'  The  Lighthouse-Keeper,"  whilst  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox 
achieved  a  great  success  with  "  When  Nell  and  I 
were  Young  "  ;  Miss  Ladell  gave  a  pretty  recitation, 
whilst  the  numerous  songs  and  recitations  of  Mr. 
Vagnolini  were  very  funny  and  immensely  success- 
ful. The  instrumental  portion  of  the  concert  was 
very  fine,  and  included  beautiful  items  from  Mr. 

B.  A.  Parker  and  Madame  Kate  Sanders,  Mr.  Ernest 
Parker,  G.S.M.,  and  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall — on 
various  instruments — including  violin,  'cello,  man- 
doline, fairy  beUs,  and  piano.  A  very  delightful 
evening,  concluding  with  an  enthusiastic  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  artistes  who  had  assisted,  and  another 
— with  musical  honours — to  the  chairman,  who  had 
presided  with  great  6clat.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  assisted 
by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  very  efficiently  carried  out  the 
musical  arrangements. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  chairman  re- 
ported having  had  good  sport  with  pike  on 
private  water,  capturing  twenty-three.  Several 
members  visited  Kelvedon,  but  found  the  river 
in  flood,  and  thus  sport  was  very  slow.  The 
river  is  now,  however,  in  grand  ply  for  roach, 
and  good  baskets  should  reward  those  going  down. 
The  paper  and  discussion  on  "  Fishing  Gut,"  post- 
poned from  March  14,  was  the  principal  event 
of  the  evening.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  read  a  short 
paper  in  which  he  gave  the  hfe-history  of  the  silk- 
worms, and  then  went  on  to  describe  the  modus 
operandi  in  the  production  of  gut  for  the  angler, 
illustrating  his  remarks  by  specimens  which 
were  kindly  lent  for  the  purpose  by  Messrs. 
Allcock,  of  Redditch.  The  distinguishing  qualities, 
mode  of  keeping,  staining,  breaking  strains 
of  various  sizes,  etc.,  of  gut  were  all  touched 
on,  and  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  various 
theories  and  some  new  facts  were  added  to  what 
had  been  already  said.  Besides  the  specimens  lent 
to  illustrate  the  manufacture,  Messrs.  Allcock  sent 
a  splendid  selection  of  their  well-known  "  Hercules  " 
casts,  from  4x  down  to  the  stoutest  salmon  size. 
Mr.  G.  Holland,  of  Liverpool,  also  forwarded  a  very 
fine  sample  of  an  Italian  gut,  which  is  called  Re- 
finucha,  the  chief  points  of  which  are  its  fineness  and 
length.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  further  discussion  of  this  very  interest- 
ing subject  be  postponed  to  another  evening.  Need- 
less to  say,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Eldred  for  initiating  so  useful  a  discussion.  .During 
the  evening  there  was  shown  a  trout  reel  designed 
by  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  to  go  with  the  "  Gresham  " 
trout  rod.  This  reel  was  keenly  criticised,  but  the 
criticisms  were  all  of  a  most  favourable  character, 
for  there  is-  no  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the  very 
best  trout  reels  on  the  market.  It  can  be  obtained 
in  various  sizes.    Filled  with  trout  line  it  exactly  ' 


balances  the  rod  referred  to,  whilst  being  light  very 
little  weight  is  added  to  the  outfit. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Harold  Dunn  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  on  March  22.  The  season  ended  most 
disastrously  for  all  members  who  braved  the  gales 
and  floods.  Most  of  the  records  were  either  blanks 
or  very  near  it,  but  a  few  of  the  luckier  or  more 
skilful  exponents  recorded  a  few  fish.  Mr.  Piercy 
taking  chub  and  dace.  Mr.  Whitbread,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace;  best  roach,  lib.  9ioz.  ;  best  dace,  I3oz. 
Mr.  Shaw,  a  very  pretty  little  show  of  roach  and 
dace;  best  roach,  lib.  7|oz. ;  best  dace,  lloz.  Mr. 
Attwood,  some  good  class  chub,  best  31b.  3Joz. 
Mr.  Westrup,  a  few  good  dace  up  to  9oz.,  and  roach 
up  to  |lb.  The  meeting  devoted  itself  to  an  appro- 
priate discussion — "  Is  the  game  of  angling  worth 
the  candle,"  and  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  enthu- 
siasm and  faith  of  the  members,  that  in  spite  of 
their  recent  experiences  it  was  definitely  decided 
that  the  game  was  "  worth  the  candle." — G.  W. 
Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Frank  Ward  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  when  there  was  a  large  muster  of  mem- 
bers. Several  applications  for  membership  were 
received,  and  left  for  the  committee  to  deal 
with  as  usual.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  reported  that 
the  Colne  was  in  good  trim  for  reaching,  the 
season  for  the  red  fins  not  closing  until  March  31. 
Mr.  Fletcher  made  a  basket  of  some  dozen 
and  a  half  fish,  though  they  were  of  no 
especial  size.  Mr.  de  Courcy  also  took  a  few 
roach.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  mentioned  that  the 
Lambourn  was  in  grand  condition,  trout 
already  rising  well  to  a  respectable  hatch  of 
fly.  Everything  looked  promising  for  the  opening 
day  on  April  15,  when  the  Grannom  should 
be  just  coming  up.  A  few  large  trout  had  also 
been  marked  down  in  the  Kennet.  The  fly  and 
bait  casting  tournament  at  XJxbridge  to-day  (Satur- 
day) begins  at  2  p.m.  sharp.  There  are  a  good 
many  items  on  the  programme,  and  it  is  hoped 
competitors  will  be  punctual  to  enable  an  early 
start  to  be  made.  It  has  been  found  impracticable 
to  hold  a  dinner  after  the  gathering  as  at  first  sug- 
gested, but  luncheon  will  be  provided  at  the 
General  Elliot,  close  to  the  water. — Hon.  Sec, 
pro  tern. 


THE  MIGEATIONS  OF  FISH. 


It  is  not  new  to  mark  a  fish  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  be  re-caught  and  thus  show  what  it  has  grown 
and  how  it  has  migrated.  The  angler  of  the  fresh 
waters  may  be  said  to  have  set  the  fashion  in  ages 
past.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  doing  something 
with  a  salmon  out  of  season,  and  felt  that  he  might 
do  a  little  to  penetrate  the  mystery  of  the  return  to 
the  sea  and  the  reappearance  in  the  river.  The 
immense  growth  of  the  salmon  and  its  general 
migrations  were  told  to  his  pupU  by  the  kindly 
Izaak  Walton.  "  Much  of  this  has  been  observed 
by  tying  a  ribbon,  or  some  known  tape  or  thread, 
in  the  tail  of  some  young  salmons,  which  have  been 
taken  in  weirs  as  they  have  swinruned  towards  the 
salt  water,  and  then  by  taking  a  part  of  them  again 
with  the  known  mark  at  the  same  place  at  their 
return  from  the  sea,  which  is  usually  about  six 
months  after." 

Such  experiments  have  been  carried  on  with 
reference  to  the  migratory  Salmonidce  by  individuals, 
by  fishing  companies  and  by  conservancies  in  a 
sporadic  fashion,  but  much  remains  still  in  mystery. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  now 
inviting  the  conservancies  to  co-operate  in  making 
an  experimental  effort  to  solve  the  problems  on  as 
wide  a  scale  as  possible,  and  are  supplying  labels 
for  the  purpose.  These,  it  may  be  mentioned,  will 
be  found  to  be  attached  to  the  larger  dorsal  fin. 

At  the  same  time  the  recent  developments  in  the 
investigations  of  the  marine  fish  have  led  to  a 
vigorous  experimental  effort  to  determine  the 
migrations  and  the  growth  of  sea  fish.  It  is  little 
more  than  a  decade  since  the  first  attempts  were 
made  in  Scotland  and  in  Denmark  to  learn  the 
facts  by  a  similar  method  of  experiment  as  had  for  J 
so  long  been  followed  with  regard  to  the  salmon  , 
kind. 

>  Already  reports  have  been  issued  by  the  workers  ' 
of  the  Plymouth  Laboratory  on  the  migrations  of 
the  plaice  of  the  Devon  coast,  and  by  Mr.  Meek 
on  the  plaice  of  the  Northumberland  region.  The 
latter  paper  is  published  in  the  transactions  of  the 
Natrttal  History  Society  of  Northumberland. — New- 
castle Chronicle.  , 


Police  Court  Lounger  at  Vine-street  (to  gentle-  { 
man  standing  by) :  "I  say,  governor,  prisoner's  1 
face  is  enough  to  convict  him,  ain't  it  ?  "  Gentle-  I 
man :  "  Luckily,  appearances  are  deceptive,  other-  , 
wise  you  might  be  committed  to  a  home  for  ^ 
dipeomaniacs."  | 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

'  rr.FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the  Bir 
mingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Saturday- 
evening  last,  when  over  l80  of  the  chief  officers  of 
the  clubs  sat  down  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel,  Temple- 
row,  to  enjoy  the  good  things  placed  before  them. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  gave  the  usual  1  lyal  toast,  after  which  toasts 
of  "  Success  to  the  Railway  Companies  "  were  given 
by  the  vice-president  and  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Goldesborough,  the  representative  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company.  Ths  toast  of  "  Success  to  the 
Association"  was  given  by  the  president,  and 
responded  to  by  W.  J.  Rabone,  after  which  harmony 
reigned  supreme,  several  of  the  best  vocalists 
being  engaged  to  make  the  evening  as  enjoyable  as 
possible.  The  dinner  was  a  great  success,  and 
one  and  all  were  more  than  pleased  with  the 
way  in  which  W.  J.  Rabone  carried  out  the  arrange 
ments.  Now  that  we  are  facing  the  close  season 
the  clubs  will,  within  the  next  three  months, 
have  ample  time  to  make  their  arrangements  for 
their  annual  contests.  Pershore  will  no  tioubt  be  a 
popular  place,  and  Wyre  Piddle  will  be  good  as  the 
water  has  not  been  over-fished  during  the  past  two 
years ;  in  fact,  the  Avon  wOl  no  doubt  be  better 
patronised  this  year  than  it  has  been  for  years. 
The  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  accom- 
modation is  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  Severn 
will  no  doubt  be  well  patronised,  but  certain  places 
will  only  be  suitable  for  small  clubs ;  but  the  Avon, 
on  the  other  hand,  will  be  found  more  suitable  for 
large  clubs.  Some  of  our  canals  are  not  worth 
visiting,  as  the  fish  are  small  and  the  boatmen  do 
^much  to  deplete  the  water  by  constant  netting. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  trout  fishing  season  in  Lincolnshire  promises 
to  be  a  successful  one.  The  only  drawback  at 
present  is  that  the  waters  are  too  low  and  clear  for 
satisfactory  sport,  albeit  they  have  improved  con- 
siderably since  the  recent  rains.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Stamford  Angling  Association,  a  good 
account  was  given  of  the  prospects.  The  Marquis 
of  Exeter  was  re-elected  president,  and  among  the 
list  of  vice-presidents  are  Lord  Lindsey,  Lord 
Kesteven,  and  other  influential  local  gentlemen. 
The  secretary  (Mr.  Fisher)  was  re-elected  for  the 
twentieth  season.  One  or  two  slight  alterations 
were  made  in  the  rules.  In  future,  persons  to  be 
eligible  for  election  as  members  must  reside  within 
a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  Stamford  for  fishing  in  the 
Gwash,  and  within  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  tor  fish- 
ing in  the  WeUand  only.  The  annual  report  of  the 
committee  showed  that  there  were  seven  honorary 
members,  forty-six  for  angling  in  the  Gwash  and 
Welland  combined,  and  sixty-one  for  angling  in  the 
Welland  only.  During  the  year  thirty-four  new 
members  were  elected,  eighteen  daily  tickets  were 
issued  for  the  Gwash,  and  thirty  weekly,  and  eighty- 
nine  daily  tickets  were  taken  for  the  Welland.  The 
receipts  amoimted  to  £52  2s.  Od.,  and  the  expendi- 
ture to  £35  4s.  8d.  Prizes  were  offered  by  the 
committee  for  the  best  individual  fish  captured 
during  the  season.  The  largest  taken  up  to  the  date 
of  the  meeting  were: — Trout,  41b.  lOoz.,  Mr.  C. 
Frisby;  grayling,  Ulb.,  Mr.  S.  Griffin;  pike,  161b., 
Mr.  W.  Warren ;  perch,  1  lb.  5^oz. ,  Mr.  T.  Pugh  ; 
roach,  IJlb.,  Mr.  G.  Stubbs.  In  the  Gwash  last 
season  one  member  alone  killed  20  brace  of  trout, 
and  93  grayling. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  trout  season  opened  in  this  district  with  very 
fair  prospects,  and  amid  splendid  weather  ;  but  up 
to  the  present  time  very  few  fish  of  any  size  worth 
recording  have  been  secured,  either  on  the  Hull 
or  Driffield  Canal ;  yet  what  few  have  been 
caught  were  in  very  fair  condition.  Flounders  are 
showing  themselves  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river, 
a  few  good  ones  having  already  been  taken  by 
ledger  fishermen.  The  North  Myton  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  a  special  meeting  the  other  evening 
and  elected  their  executive  for  the  season  of  1905. 
Members  of  the  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society 
can  obtain  their  trout  licences  for  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  district  of  the  secretaries,  Messrs.  W.  E. 
Hay  and  C.  Gamwell;  and  members  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  of  the 
registrar. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  quite  a  little  burst  of  summer 
weather  for  the  past  few  days,  so  much  so  that  on  re- 
turning from  one  or  two  angling  expeditions  I  have 
felt  fagged  out.  Although  a  good  hatch  of  flies  has 
been  apparent,  the  trout  are  taking  but  little  notice 
of  them.  One  thing  this  warm  weather  will  do  is 
that  it  will  rapidly  bring  forward  Windermere  trout, 
and  fairly  good  spring  fishing  should  now  be  avail- 


able. Up  to  the  present  but  little  has  been  done 
but  little  has  been  tried.  Char  fishing  should  also 
begin  to  look  up  ;  in  fact,  it  is  bound  to.  I  mentioned 
last  weak  the  goo:l  average  size  of  the  trout  killed 
on  ths  Kent  on  its  lower  reaches.  On  March  1(> 
Mr.  Bateman  took  fourteen,  two  oC  them,  t')gother 
with  two  taken  on  March  14,  weighed  3|lb 
Mr.  Pollitt  had  a  dozen  on  March  18,  whi(;h 
averaged  |lb.  apiece,  wliile  on  March  21  I  had, 
amongst  others,  five  which  pulled  ;{|lb.  I  noticed 
that  the  head  bailiff  for  the  Lune  reports  that 
fifty  male  and  seventeen  female  salmon  had  been 
buried  during  the  backend,  and  that  nine  fresh  run 
fish  had  been  taken  at  Skerton.  He  further  reports 
the  destruction  of  twenty  pike,  and  states  that  the 
prospects  for  trout  angling  are  good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

From  the  BoUin  the  report  is  to  the  effeot  that 
this  river  has  fined  down,  and  since  the  flood  fairly 
good  sport  has  been  recorded.  The  best  brace  were 
in  good  condition,  and  the  best  catch  three  brace 
Good  flies  for  this  river,  March  Brown  (female). 
Coch-y  -  Bondhu,  Black  Spider,  Yellow  Dun, 
Sand-Fly,  and  Male  Grannom.  Prom  Warring- 
ton comes  the  news  that  the  association  cards 
will  be  enough  to  show  when  fishing  the  Bridge- 
water  Canal,  which,  of  course,  is  now  closed  until 
June  16.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  Messrs. 
AVhittle,  Proud,  Emson,  and  linight  have  been 
thanked  for  their  services  to  the  association.  The 
Farnworth  anglers  are  going  to  support  a  "  Sale  of 
Work  "  next  week  in  aid  of  a  mission  church ;  some 
good  tackle  will  be  on  one  stall. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Despite  the  fine  weather,  our  local  rods  are  very 
apathetic  about  getting  out  for  a  day's  fishing. 
Even  club  life  is  quiet,  beyond  the  inter-club  event 
between  the  Buckland  and  Ardwick  Societies,  in 
which  the  latter  appear  to  have  held  their  own. 
Nothing  startling  is  to  hand.  The  next  event 
of  the  series  will  be  at  the  Ardwick  clubhouse, 
when  further  great  things  are  expected.  The 
Kingfishers  had  a  very  good  meeting  last  Tuesday. 
This  club  is  a  striking  example  of  what  can  be  done 
by  a  company  of  anglers  who  are  determined  to  go 
in  for  angling  on  the  best  lines.  A  new  club  has 
been  started  under  the  significant  name  of  the  "  True 
Sportsmen,"  and  will  locate  themselves  in  Tatton- 
street  with  the  best  of  good  intentions. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  was  certainly  most  disappointing  to  our  anglers 
to  find  the  Trent  running  in  "pea-soup"  condition 
on  the  closing  day  of  the  season.  The  almost  uni- 
versal chorus  was  "a  blank."  Great  doings  amongst 
pike  and  coarse  fish  were  expected,  but  the  thick 
water  pouring'downwards  upset  the  best  of  calcula- 
tions. A  few  days  preceding  the  close  a  very  fine  pike 
was  caught  in  the  Grantham  Canal  in  the  Bottesford 
district, by  Mr.  W.  Charity,  of  the  Bottesford  Anglers' 
Association.  The  fish  took  a  live-bait — a  dace — 
and  showed  plenty  of  fight.  It  weighed  21  lb., 
being  37in.  in  length,  and  19 Jin.  loundthe  gii  th. 
I  hear  that  Mr.  F.  W.  Iv.  Wallis's  champion  (33 ^Ib.) 
will  be  exhibited  at  the  forthcoming  exhibition  at 
Earl's  Court.  Other  trophies  from  our  city  will 
also  bo  sent.  As  regards  Mr.  "  Fred's  "  grand  fish 
I  was  much  pleased  to  note  that  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  stated  in  one  of 
his  editorials,  that  it  was  the  heaviest  pike  caught  in 
England  during  the  season.  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  the 
well-known  salmon  angler,  who  lives  at  Epperstone 
Manor,  in  our  county,  has  just  been  appointed  High 
Sheriff  of  Nottinghamshire  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  Ley  owns  a  splendid  trouting  stretch  on  the 
Dover  Beck.  The  Trent  Fishery  Board  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  Derby  on  Monday. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

AngUng  practically  at  a  standstill  in  this  district. 
The  rivers  have  been  very  high  and  discoloured, 
and  there  is  a  large  volume  of  water  on  the  Severn 
at  the  present  time ;  it  will  benefit  the  salmon 
fishing  very  much,  and  the  trout  will  be  all  the 
better  for  the  rest.  The  close  season  for  coarse 
fish  having  commenced,  most  of  the  club  members 
have  put  their  rods  up  until  Jvme  15,  the  general 
opinion  being  the  past  season  was  the  worst  ever 
experienced — some  of  the  competitions  being  com- 
plete failures.  There  has  been  a  nice  run  of 
lampreys  during  the  week,  and  a  lot  of  very  fine 
eels  have  been  taken. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers  for  trout 
fishing.  The  general  outlook  for  trout  is  favourable. 
The  chief  trout  rivers  in  Yorkshire  do  not  open  till 
April  1,  though  fishing  began  on  some  club  lengths 
on  March  16.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  season 
for  coarse  fish  Mr.  Thomas  Craven  caught  at 
East  Cottingwith  a  pike,  191b.  With  the  re- 
turn of  trout  fishing  comes  a  revival  of  the 
notice  of  the  summer  of  1904  stating  that  all  per- 


sons angling  for  eels  during  the  close  time  f  ir  fresh 
water  fish  will  be  liable,  on  summary  c-onviction,  to 
a  penalty  of  forty  shillings.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
previous  notice ^  wore  in  error  in  st  iting  that  oeN 
woie  exem-jt  fiom  the  provisions  of  the  Freshwater 
Fishery  Acts,  I88o.  There  is  a  gene  al  feeling 
among  York  and  I.eed4  angler;  that  it  is  a  mi - 
tiken  policy  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Hoard  to 
make  a  close  time  for  eels,  which  are  s  >  destru  'tive 
of  spawn.  They  liurrow  themselves  over  winter, 
and  when  warm  weather  returns  they  come  out 
from  tlie  mud  imd  hunt  fd-  spawn.  There  is  t'll  •: 
of  a  joint  deputation  representing  York  and  Leeds 
approaching  the  Board. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  at  time  of  wi  iting  is  very  fine,  but 
too  calm  for  fly  fishing.  The  reports  from  all  parts 
go  to  show  that  salmon  are  numerous.  Scdmon  are 
rising  much  better  to  the  fly  of  late,  and  if  a  breeze 
springs  up  good  sport  should  be  had  on  the  Kerry 
lakes,  where  salmon  have  been  arriving  generally  in 
good  numbers  for  the  past  fortnight.  Sea  fishing 
has  commenced  at  several  places  on  the  western 
and  south-western  coasts,  and  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  at  pollack.  Rook  fishing  has  began  along 
the  shores  of  Cork  and  K^er  ry,  but  the  results  have 
been  poor  so  far. 


NATIONAL   SEA  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  delegates  of  the  coast  towns 
angling  associations  was  held  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  on  March  8.  Dr.  D.  R.  Travers  (Hastings) 
presided.  The  chairman  announced  that  eight  clubs 
had  already  joined,  having  an  aggreeate  of  close 
upon  2000  members.  The  matter  of  affiliation  was 
receiving  the  favourable  consideration  of  a  number 
of  other  clubs  and  of  the  festival  committees.  The 
constitution  of  the  federation,  which  had  previously 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  various  club 
committee',  was  decided  upon.  A  president  and 
several  vice-presidents  were  elected,  and  the  hon. 
secretary's  duties  we  e  undertaken  by  Mr  H. 
Dowsett  (Hastings). 

The  following  dates  for  the  angling  festivals  were 
arranged  as  follows: — Eastbourne,  July  (dates  to 
follow);  Southend,  Sept.  16,  17,  and  18;  Hastings, 
Oct.  27,  28,  and  29  ;  Heme  Bay,  Nov.  18,  19,  and  20. 
It  was  decided  that  the  federation  gold  medal 
should  be  competed  for  at  each  of  these  events. 
Other  matters  of  considerable  importance  were 
also  transacted  befo-e  the  termination  of  a  most 
successful  meeting. 

Rules. 

1.  The  Association  shall  be  called  "  The  National 
Sea  Anglers'  Federation." 

2.  The  Federation  shall  consist  of  properly  con- 
stituted sea  angling  clubs,  subject  to  their  election 
by  the  executive,  and  the  payment  of  the  affiliation 
fee. 

3.  The  purposes  of  the  Federation  are  :  (a)  To  do 
all  in  its  power  to  promote  the  interests  of  sea 
fishing,  and  of  sea  angling  in  particular.  (&)  To 
direct  and  concentrate  the  opinion  of  affiliated  clubs 
upon  any  matter  of  importance  that  may  arise 
affecting  the  sport,  and  to  take  united  action  where 
possible,  (c)  To  arrange  dates  for  the  annual  com- 
petitions of  the  affiliated  clubs,  to  ensure  open 
dates  and  sporting  conditions,  (d)  To  endeavour 
to  obtain  railway  facilities  for  members  of  affiliated 
clubs  to  and  from  fishing  stations. 

4.  Any  sea  angling  club,  upon  the  election  by  the 
executive  and  payment  of  the  affiliation  fee,  shall 
be  entitled  to  participate  in  the  privileges  of  the 
Federation. 

5.  The  affiliation  fee  for  each  club  shall  be  one 
guinea  per  aanum,  due  on  Jan.  1  of  each  ye  ir,  and 
shall  entitle  such  club  to  one  vote  on  the  executive. 
If  the  fee  be  not  paid  by  March  I,  the  defaulting 
club  shall  cease  to  belong  to  the  Federation.  Two 
representatives  from  each  club  can  attend  the 
meeting  of  delegates,  but  only  one  to  have  voting 
power. 

6.  The  executive  shall  consist  of  the  appointed 
delegates  of  the  affiliated  societies. 

7.  The  executive  shall  act  as  arbitrators  in 
matters  of  dispute  in  open  competitions  conducted 
by  the  affiliated  societies,  and  their  decision  shall 
be  final. 

8.  The  annual  report  and  balance  sheet,  duly 
audited,  shall  be  sent  to  each  affiliated  club  in  the 
January  of  each  year. 

9.  These  rules  shall  only  be  amended  or  added  to 
at  the  annual  meeting.  Particulars  of  such  pro- 
posed alterations  to  be  forwarded  to  the  fecietary 
of  the  Federation  before  December  31  in  each  year. 

10.  If  anything  arises  which  is  not  provided  for 
by  these  rules,  the  same  shall  be  laid  before  the 
executive,  who  shall  have  full  power,  and  their 
decision  shall  be  final. 
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"  Do  men  curse  you  ?  Do  they  threaten  to  kill  and 
quarter  you  ?  How  can  this  prevent  you  from  keeping 
your  mind  pure,  wise,  temperate,  and  just?" — 
Marcus  Aubelius. 


At  the  A.  B.  S.  Lea  competition  on  March  19, 
736  anglers  entered,  extending  from  Carthagena 
Weir,  Broxbourne,  to  Ware  Bridge  (about  six  miles). 
In  spite  of  very  favourable  conditions,  only  fifty- 
three  brought  fish  to  the  scales,  the  total  weight 
being  211b.  3Joz.  The  first  prize  was  taken  with 
1  lb.  6oz.  The  competition  will  be  continued  to- 
morrow (March  26).  The  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  deserve  special  tlianks  for  the  excelleat 
arrangements  made  for  sending  out  a  special  train. 


Lord  Linlithgow,  Secretary  for  Scotland,  re- 
ceived at  the  Scottish  Office  on  Monday  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Association,  headed 
by  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  who  desired  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  a  Bill  which  had  been  prepared  by 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  Association,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries,  presided 
over  by  Lord  Elgin.  The  Salmon  Fisheries  Associa- 
tion, says  the  Times^  was  formed  with  the  object 
chiefly  of  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission,  and  they  have  drafted  three  Bills,  one 
applying  to  England  and  Wales,  another  to  Ireland, 
and  another  to  Scotland.  These  are  similar  measures, 
but  dealing  with  the  variations  of  the  salmon  fishery 
districts  in  the  three  countries.  The  main  provision 
of  the  Scottish  BUI  relates  to  the  widening  of  the 
areas  of  the  fishery  boards  of  the  various  districts, 
the  exercising  of  jurisdiction  over  the  hatcheries  of 
salmon  and  trout,  and  the  collection  of  statistics 
privately  for  the  use  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board. 
*  •  •  *  * 

The  speakers  on  behalf  of  the  deputation  were 
the  Dnke  of  Abercorn,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P., 
Captain  Ellice,  M.P.,  Major  Travers,  Sir  Robert 
Moncreiffe,  and  Mr.  Towse,  Clerk  to  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company.  Lord  Linlithgow,  in  reply, 
said  in  the  present  state  of  legislation  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  take  up  the  Bill.  He  suggested, 
however,  that  a  conference  should  be  held  between 
the  deputation  and  the  Scottish  Department,  which 
might  lead  to  satisfactory  results.  He  viewed  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill  with  the  most  friendly  eye,  and 
approved  of  it  as  far  as  he  could  officially,  but  there 
were  points  of  a  contentious  character,  and  these 
might  possibly  be  smoothed  over  and  put  into  a 
form  in  which  the  Department  might  be  able)  to 
support  the  Bill. 


"  What  Would  You  Do  ? "  (asks  our  Spring 
Poet). 

"  Dragnet  "  we  all  know  is  fond  of  the  briny. 
His  salt-water  bumps  are  immense ; 
We  see  by  the  picture  that  mermaidens  tiny 
Are  dragging  him  oii  to  their  tents. 
Would  you  go  ?    Rather  ! 

He's  struggling  hard  their  efforts  to  baffle, 
But  those  sweet  ones,  who  like  him  so  well. 

Are  doing;  their  best  his  love  knot  to  unravel. 

While  Mrs.  D  on  the  cliff  does  a  yell. 

Would  you  go  ?    Not  likely  ! 

Poor  "  Dragnet  "  is  worried  by  all  this  commotion. 

We  envy  him  not  I  am  sure  ; 
If  only  he  once  gets  that  boat  into  motion. 

He'll  pull  jolly  hard  for  the  shore. 
Wouldn't  you  ? 


Angling  members  (and  I  am  told  there  are  many) 
of  the  Elkington's  Alliance  Cricket  Club  wUl  please 
note  that  the  general  meeting  takes  plac3  on  April  4, 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  Shoe-lane,  E.C. 


"  We  live  "  (and  more,  and  have  our  being)  "  not 
by  years,  but  by  heart-throbs  "  ;  and  if  the  joyous- 
ness  of  heart  illustrates  that  proverb  from  Festus, 
the  Manual  Training  Angling  Society,  at  the  Caf6 
Horence,  on  Saturday  last,  proved  their  fitness  to 
sxirvive  and  flourish  root  and  branch.  The  pro- 
fessors of  and  instructors  in  manual  training  in 
elementary  schools  know  how  to  festivise  as  well 
as  to  pursue  their  calling,  and  they  realise  very 
pertinently  the  value  of  angling  as  a  relief  from 
their  labours.  Some  specimens  of  fish  exhibited 
(pike  and  barbel),  the  former  including  a  specimen 
caught  in  Wimbledon  Lake  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  and 
the  latter  taken  at  Tilehvrrst  by  Mr.  W.  Giles, 
illustrated  this  fact,  and  the  jocund  musical 
entertainment  following  a  gratifying  banquet 
justified  their  appreciation  of  the  French  savoir 
vivre.     Mr.  S,  Barter,   the  president,  a  skilful 


angler  as  well  as  a  vivacious  chairman,  was  sup- 
ported by  Mrs.  Barter  (also  successful  with  rod  and 
line),  the  Misses  Barter,  and  a  large  oompany  of- 
ladie?  and  gentlemen.  Miss  Edith  Barter,  Miss 
Barron,  Mrs.  Wills,  and  Mr.  Charles  Ortner  were 
the  chief  vocalists ;  Mr.  F.  Ling,  Miss  Huff,  and 
Miss  Barter,  instrumentalists ;  Mr.  Gandy,  Mr. 
Gibbs,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Giles,  and  our  old  con- 
tributor, Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  (for  the  visitors),  were 
the  principal  speakers.  Sundry  prizes  of  rods, 
reels,  and  lines  were  presented  and  handed  by  Mrs. 
Barter  to  successful  competitors.  Long  may  the 
society  wave  ! 


When  the  editor  of  a  modern  magazine  strikes 
out  a  new  line,  and  works  it  out  consistently  and 
cleverly,  his  reward  is  generally  forthcoming.  The 
continued  success  of  Pictorial  Comedy  is  an  example 
of  this,  and  it  is  refreshing  to  take  up  the  April 
number  of  this  pretty  periodical  with  the  certainty 
that  things  clever,  uncommon,  and  artistic  are 
before  us.  The  brilliant  line  work  of  C.  Dana 
Gibson  is  to  the  fore,  but  the  names  of  Brock, 
Balfour  Ker,  Harrison  Fisher  and  other  clever 
artists  are  found  in  the  picture  pages.  Fiction  is 
well  represented,  and  among  other  features  there  is 
an  interesting  photographic  competition. 


Mr.  G.  Allen,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  and  late  of 
the  London  Gresham  A.S.,  has  won  the  silver  pike 
bowl  of  the  Eastern  Counties  A.S.  for  the  second 
time.  The  third  time,  if  he  should  be  successful, 
will  mean  that  the  trophy  will  be  included  among 
his  valuable  collection  of  medals,  cases  of  fish, 
paintings,  etc.,  which  he  already  possesses. 


Green  Old  Age. 

There  was  once  an  old  lady  of  four-score  and  ten, 
Who  was  beautiful  still  in  the  eyes  of  all  men. 
And  ,this  wonderful  woman  of  wonderful  age 
Continued  her  placid  progress  on  life's  stage. 

The  reason,  however,  is  not  far  to  seek. 
For  the  Fishing  Gazette  she  read  every  week. 
And  declared  that  the  record  of  things  done  and  seen 
Kept  its  jacket  as  well  as  her  memory  green. 

While  her  thoughts  wandered  back  to  bright  summer 
days  spent 

With  her  rod  by  the  riverside,  whither  she  went 
In  the  glad  expectation  of  "  getting  a  rise," 
And  resulting  reward  of  her  skilled  enterprise. 

And  how  she  had  sat  like  a  queen  in  a  boat. 
When  the  sunshine  illumined  the  tip  of  the  float. 
And  the  fishes  were  eager  to  swallow  the  hooks. 
In  the  manner  depicted  in  fairy-tale  books. 

And  how  she  had  heard  the  most  marvellous  tales 
Concerning  the  catching  of  all  kinds  of  whales. 
And  that  a  big  salmon  of  seventy  pounds 
Had  been  took  by  a  p'liceman  in  somebody' s'grounds. 
A  cheery  and  charming  old  lady  was  she. 
Who  politely  presided  at  afternoon  tea. 
And  when  neat-handed  Phyllis  had  brought  in  the 
tray, 

She  would  ask  to  be  told  all  the  news  of  the  day. 

— Goosestep. 


"  Fifty-three  pike  from  the  Thames,  near 
Hurley,  were  taken  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Maris  in  less  than 
three  weeks."  This  was  two  seasons  ago,  and  in 
company  with  that  good  angler,  Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews. 
Although  Mr.  Maris  has  taken  up  his  abode  at  that 
delightful  watering  (and  fishing)  place,  Folkestone, 
he  finds  time  to  pursue  his  favourite  sport,  pike 
fLshing,  in  the  Hythe  Canal.  According  to  a  cutting 
from  the  Folkestone  Herald,  of  March  4,  "  there  was 
on  view  in  the  window  of  Mr.  G.  Thomson,  fish- 
monger, 1,  Rendezvous  -  street,  Folkestone,  a 
remarkably  fine  pike,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Maris, 
who  has  had  a  very  successful  season  amongst  the 
pike." 

«  «  t4t  «  * 

Amongst  his  best  fish  this  season  (of  which  he 
retained  twenty-five,  returning  nearly  treble  that 
number)  were  one  of  I8ilb.,  161b.,  141b.,  13ilb. 
His  favourite  lure  is  a  roach  of  about  4in.,  preserved 
by  himself  in  his  own  solution  of  formalin.  He 
believes  in  the  "Chapman"  spinner,  and  has 
made  me  promise  him  that  next  season  I  will 
ac -ompany  him  to  some  of  his  favourite  swims  in 
the  Hythe  Canal.  Next  season  !  Ma  conscience  ! 
I  shall  have  to  make  him  promise  to  accompany 
me  to  Scotland  for  a  631b.  salmon,  and  some  good 
Irish  trout  of  at  least  151b.  or  161b. 


The  Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne,  has  recently 
changed  hands.  The  present  proprietor  is  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Broughton ;  manager  s,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eagle.  Anglers  cannot  do  better  than  pay  them 
a  visit  when  in  tliat  part  of  the  country,  as  from 
information  received  they^will  be  well  treated. 


The  next  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District 
visiting  list  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers' 
A.S.,  on  Monday  evening,  March  27. 


The  wonderful  pike  that  was  caught  recently, 
which,  on  being  opened,  disclosed  to  the  admiring 
gaze  of  the  fisher  a  sufficiency  of  fish  and  old  iron 
to  give  him  a  start  in  life  in  the  dual  capacity  of 
fishmonger  and  marine  store  dealer,  reminds  me 
of  the  bit  of  luck  which  befell  an  old  lady  that  was 
in  the  habit  of  coming  round  to  my  back  door  for 
the  tea  leaves.  One  Saturday  night  she  found 
herself  the  lucky  possessor  of  a  nimble  sixpence, 
and  determined  to  have  a  nice  fish  breakfast  on  the 
following  morning.  She  hung  about  a  local  fish 
stall  until  she  was  able  to  purchase  a  cod's  head  for 
the  modest  price  of  twopence.  Charmed  with  the 
prospect  of  so  delectable  a  dish,  she  no  sooner  got 
home  than  she  started  to  cleanse  it.  In  the  gills 
she  found  a  very  fine  signet  ring.  This  greatly 
amazed  the  poor  old  soul,  and  naturally  she  nished 
to  her  neighbour  to  inform  her  of  the  find.  No 
sooner  had  the  old  lady  returned  to  her  shanty 
than  this  neighbourly  neighbour  bustled  off  to 
inform  the  fishmonger  ;  he  in  turn  bustled  off  to 
the  old  lady  and  tried  to  bustle  out  of  her  the  ring. 
In  the  language  of  the  classics,  she  was  not  having 
any,  and  the  length  and  sharpness  of  her  tongue 
being  considerably  above  the  average,  he  had  to 
bustle  off,  otherwise  he  might  have  been  introduced 
to  the  old  lady's  stewpan. 

»  i 

Too  late  for  insertion  last  week,  Mr.  Campbell 
Macpherson  wired :  "  The  Southampton  Harbour 
Board  have  just  passed  the  opening  of  the  Pier  for 
fishing  at  all  times  of  the  day  with  no  restrictions." 


Old  Gent  (to  truant  Uttle  boy  who  has  beel 
fishing) :  "  Don't  seem  to  have  caught  much,  my 
boy  !  "  Boy  :  "  An'  don't  expect  to  afore  I  get's 
'ome ! " 


Teaoheh  :  "Describe  the  lunar  system."  Tommy: 
"  Shooting  the  moon." 


"Dear  Dragnet, — In  the  'Occasional  Notes' 
of  March  18  an  amusing  printer's  error  is  recorded. 
Of  course  such  things  will  creep  in,  and  may  cause 
a  hearty  laugh,  but  not  to  the  poor  printer  who  is 
responsible.  However,  printers  are  not  thin-skinned, 
so  I  wiU  give  you  a  real  gem.  A  learned  K.C.,  who 
had  recently  been  appointed  to  the  recordership  of  a 
very  ancient  borough,  was  given  the  credit  for 
having  been  in  the  grocery  business,  until  the 
explanation  that  followed  put  things  right.  The 
recorder,  speaking  at  a '  public  function  in  the 
borough,  referred  to  his  previous  legal  career,  and 
said  he  had  dabbled  in  surrebutters  (a  legal  term). 
The  reporter,  ever  anxious  to  '  localise,'  transcribed 
the  above  term  into  'Surrey  butters.'  Result,  con- 
fusion and  hilarity. — Yours  truly.  Poor  Printer." 


Mr.  Pomposity  (temperance  lecturer)  :  "  George, 
you  are  an  unmitigated  scoundrel ;  thirty  times 
have  you  signed  the  pledge — the  last  time  only 
yesterday — and  now  you  come  rolling  out  of  a 
public-house  pushing  and  hustling  decent  people  in 
a  most  disgraceful  manner."  George:  " 'Scuse  me, 
sir,  you're  a  bit  off  the  rails.  I've  simply  been  into 
that  there  pub  to  get  a  bit  of  ginger-beer  wirp 
'cause  my  pipe  was  bunged  up  !  " 


Scrihner's  for  April  will  be  a  special  Spring  number, 
with  a  gay  cover  in  colours,  a  special  Spring  frontis- 
piece by  i?lendon  Campbell,  a  picture  in  colours  of 
Union  Square  in  April  by  Guerm  ;  and  with  a  most 
distinguished  list  of  contributors,  including  Richard 
Harding  Davis,  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  Edith  Whar- 
ton, Margaret  Sherwood,  Madame  Waddington,  and 
J osephine  Daskam  Bacon. 


Mr.  John  E.  Miller  sends  the  following : — Two 
anglers  recently  called  in  at  one  of  the  Wharfedale 
resorts,  and  after  the  usual  "  tight-lines"  in  Scotch, 
began  to  give  their  experiences  of  the  day's  outing. 
"And  you  tell  me,"  said  one,  "that  you  caught 
thirty-one  grayling  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a 
half  !  I'm  so  awfully  pleased  to  have  met  you ; 
I'm  a  professional  myself."  "  What,  fisherman  ?  ' 
asked  the  other.  "  Oh  dear,  no  !  "  was  the  reply, 
er — liar  !  "    Tableau  ! 


Cry'Stal  Palace  Silver  Cup.  3 1 

The  Crystal  Palace  Silver  Cup  will  be  fished  foci 
to-day,  Saturday,  March  25,  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
in  the  Crystal  Palace  boating  lake,  and  is  confined 
to  persons  and  clubs  who  exhibited  at  the  Sports 
Exhibition  last  year.  Dragnet.  ,\ 
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^ofcs  from  fljc  poril). 


Anglers  on  the  upper  Dee  waters  are  now  getting 
ijood  sport.  On  the  Dinnet  feetinn  last  week  some 
fifty  fish  we  e  creeled  to  the  various  rods.  This  is 
the  best  week  this  season  as  yet. 


The  record  fish  of  the  season,  a  beauty  of  351b. » 
was  got  on  the  Dinnet  water  by  Mr.  Hartley,  the 
lessee. 


St'ange  to  say,  the  record  f3sh  on  the  netting 
stations  on  the  coast  was  got  the  same  day  at 
Aulton  fishings  on  the  Don,  scaling  the  magnifieeiit 
weight  of  451b. 


Salmon  are  exceedingly  scarce  on  the  oast  ;  but 
what  are  being  got  are  of  fine  weights,  151b.  to  201b., 
ind  excellent  fish  otherwise.  Ti^e  rulina;  prices  are 
still  very  high,  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  wholesale. 


The  Eilon  Castle  water  on  tlie  Ythan  is  the 
favourite  sea-trout  reach  just  now.  Ot\  March  18, 
Mr.  James  D.  Mackay  had  101b.  of  finnock  and  sea- 
irout,  and  Bill  Mackay,  71b.,  all  to  the  Devon. 


On  Mavch  20,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  fine  creel  of 
iwenty-five  fish,  scaling  151b.  His  was  all  to  the 
ly — the  Alexandra. 


Slice  worm  has  been  prohibited  on  the  Ythan, 
;he  creeper  of  various  forms  has  been  requisitioned, 
md  found  to  work  exceedingly  well. 


The  best  known  creepers  are  the  Double  (Scarlet) 
Palmer,  the  Jungle  Cock,  the  Alexandra,  and  any- 
hing  with  abundance  of  silver  tinsel. 


A  double  (or  triangle  for  that  matter)  hook  for 
;he  point  and  a  sirigle  hook  a  little  above  on  the 
lame  gut,  with  bodies  (and  wings  where  wings  are 
leeded),  forms  a  creeper. 


Trout  anglers  on  the  Spey  and  tributaries,  such  as 
he  Dulnain,  are  having  good  sport,  not  a  few  fin- 
lock  being  among  the  yellow  boys. 


Lord  Ganoch,  Ardgay,  landed  a  fine  fish  of  81b.  on 
he  Glenfield  water.  Mr.  Moon,  London,  had  four 
n  the  Inveran,  scaling  up  to  161b. 


The  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  had  two  fish  on  the 
Jeauly,  making  eight  since  the  season  opened, 
ome  fine  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  also 
leing  creeled. 


The  Huntly  (ticket)  waters  open  on  April  1.  The 
Bcent  floods  have  just  put  the  Deveron  up  there 
ito  first-clas3  trim,  and  those  on  the  look  out  for 
laster  quarters  had  better  make  a  note  of  it  and 
Jford  on  the  Don.  Special  Scotch. 


LAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING  AT 
OVBRSCAIG,  SUTHERLAND. 


The  sea  on  of  1904  has  been  a]mo,t  a  record  one 
5r  sport.  Rod  fishing  commenced  on  May  20  and 
tided  on  Sept.  15.  Most  of  the  sport  was  obtained 
ti  Loch  Shin  with  its  various  beats  extending  fiom 
le  head  of  the  loch  down  to  beyond  Lower  Flag, 
une  and  July  were  the  most  pr  olific  for  yield  of 
sh,  as  the  following  statement  will  show: — From 
lay  26  to  31,  the  catch  was  154  trout,  eo^lb.  June 
vhole  month),  six  salmo  jer  x,  29JIb.,  and  3818 
out,  1366-Jlb.  July,  2  salmon,  2I|lb.  ;  1  grilse 
lb.  ;  1  ferox,  71b. ;  1808  trout  6441b.  ;  and  36  sea- 
•out,  371b  August,  I  grilse.  51b.  ;  1  jerox,  41b.  ; 
15  t'out,  87|lb.  ;  and  54  sea-trout,  601b.  Sept 
'°  15th),  153  tiout,  54flb.  ;  and  53  sea-trout, 
sjlb.  Th9  totals  for  the  season  weie  2  salmon 
ifo,,L  ^  S""''*®'        '•  ^  40pb.  ;  6138  trout, 

■iliilh.  ;  and  143  sea-trout,  155ilb.  Of  these 
och  Shm  (including  Hill  Loch  and  other  minor 
•ate:s)  gave  4 /cror,  221b.,  and  3743  trout,  14321b. 
och  Merkland,  2  snlmon,  21ilb.  ;  2  grilse,  91b  •  1 
rox,  41b.,  and  l;i02  trout,  4041b.  Loch  Griam'  3 
■rox,  14|lb.,  and  849  trout,  295ilb.  Loch  Gorm 
14  trout,  1421b.  Lochmore,  143  sea-trout,  155ilb! 
;  will  thus  te  seen  that  tho  salmon  and  grilse  were 
11  got  on  L<.  ch  Merklaad,  and  that  all  the  sea-trout 
ere  caught  on  Lochmore.  The  total  numbers  and 
eights  of  f  sh  landed  duiing  each  of  the  past  two 
lasons  were  as  follows :— 1904,  total  fish,  6293 
;gregating  2440ilb.,  or  1  ton,  1  cwt.,  3  qrs.,  4Mb  • 
m,  total  fish,  4048,  aggregating  18801b.,  or 
)  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  41b.  Increase  1904,  2245  fish 
•Oilb.,  or  5  cwts.,  0  qrs.,  Opb.— B. 


ST.  MUNGO  ANGLING  CLUB,  GLASGOW. 


Annual  Supper. 

The  St.  Mungo  Anghng  Club  celebrated  their 
twenty-fourth  annual  supper  and  presentation  of 
prizes  in  the  Corn  Exchange  Restaurant  on  Friday 
evening,  March  10.  President  J.  G.  Deans  occupied 
the  chair  over  a  gathering  of  sixty-three  members 
and  friends,  being  assisted  as  croupiers  by  vice- 
president  Sam  Stevenson  and  ex-president  J.  H. 
Pyle.  The  unique  feature  of  a  long  and  varied  menu 
was  the  president's  salmon,  a  beauty  of  181b.,  which 
Mr.  Deans  went  specially  to  Loch  Tay  to  catch  for 
the  occasion,  and  which  was  carried  shoulder  high 
round  the  room  by  the  chef,  to  the  strains  of  "  The 
Conquering  Hero,"  and  the  acclamations  of  the 
meeting.  In  this  he  has  created  an  awkward  pre- 
cedent for  his  successors  in  office,  as  the  club  now 
will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  the  president's 
salmon  occupying  a  leading  line  in  the  annual  supper 
menu  card.  After  the  loyal  toasts  had  been 
responded  to  with  true  angling  enthusiasm,  the 
president  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "The  St. 
Mungo  Anghng  Club."  In  the  cout  se  of  his  remarku 
he  mentioned  that  the  club  in  point  of  members  was 
the  foremost  in  the  city,  having  a  roll  of  one 
hundred  ordinary  and  eleven  life  members,  while 
there  were  others  patiently  waiting  their  turn  for 
admission.  He  did  not  wonder  at  this,  as  the  privi- 
lege of  becoming  a  member  of  the  premier  club  in  the 
second  city  was  no  mean  honour.  The  club  was  in 
a  satisfactory  state  financially,  having  over  £50  to 
its  credit,  besides  contributing  annually  to  the  Loch 
Lomond  Angling  Association  and  Clyde  Angling 
Protective  Association,  both  of  whom  were  doing 
good  work  in  their  respective  districts.  Competi- 
tions for  the  incoming  season  had  been  arranged  on 
Loch  Leven,  Loch  Ard,  Doon,  Katrine,  and  Lomond, 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  members  warranted  him 
stating  that  the  club  was  going  to  have  a  record 
year.  Other  toasts  were  "The  Coming  Season," 
"The  Prizewinners,"  "The  Prize  Donors,"  "Kin- 
dred Clubs,"  "  The  Life  Members,"  responded  to  by 
Mr.  J ohn  Urie,  the  father  of  the  club,  an  angler  with 
over  eighty  years'  experience.  "  The  Guests  "  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  John  Whyte,  manager  of  Loch 
Leven,  who  predicted  great  things  for  his  loch  this 
year. 

Songs  and  readings  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  Har- 
mann,  of  D'Oyly  Carte's,  London,  Mr.  GilfiUan,  of 
the  Angler's  Club,  and  others,  filled  up  the  remainder 
of  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  evenings  ever  spent  in 
the  history  of  the  St.  Mungo  Club.  A  series  of 
sketches  showing  the  evolution  of  an  angler  formed 
the  special  menu  card  and  toast  list. 

W.  T.  R.,  Hon.  Sec. 


GAMEKEEPER  DROWNED  IN  LOCH 
DOCHART. 


Another  Man  Missing. 
The  body  of  Donald  Malloch,  retired  gamekeeper, 
was  found  on  March  19  in  Loch  Dochart.  It  ap- 
pears that  Malloch,  along  with  John  Mackenzie, 
shepherd,  Oban,  had  gone  down  the  river  Fillan  to 
Loch  Dochart  on  March  18,  and  as  they  did  not 
return,  a  search  was  made.  Mackenzie's  body  has 
not  yet  been  found,  although  fishing  rods,  etc.,  have 
been  picked  up  a  mile  from  the  place  where  the 
men  were  last  seen. 

Two  Men  Drowned  at  Crianlarich. 
Oban,  12.30  p.m.— Mr.  Donald  Malloch,  a  retired 
gamekeeper,  along  with  a  man  named  Mackenzie, 
were  drowned  at  Crianlarich  on  the  night  of  March 
18.  Malloch  bad  got  a  new  boat,  with  which  he 
went  to  Loch  Dochart  on  March  18,  accompanied 
by  Mackenzie.  They  were  observed  returning  about 
half-past  eight,  and  the  boat  was  afterwards  found, 
bottom  upwards,  opposite  the  station.  Malloch, 
whose  body  has  been  found,  was  over  eighty  years 
of  age. 


A  WEEK  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 


To  those  who  pass  tlieir  lives  amid  the  crowded 
streets  of  London  with  the  noise  and  dust  of  cease- 
less traffic,  and  the  perpetual  jostling  to  which, 
perforce,  they  are  bound  to  submit,  the  above 
words  bring  visions  of  quiet  refreshment  which 
many  sigh  for  in  vain. 

Most  sad,  perhaps,  is  the  lot  of  the  poor  patients 
in  London  hospitals  who  look  abroad  on  smoke  and 
chimneys,  longing  for  the  opportunity  of  escaping 
to  surroundings  where  peace  and  brightness  would 
bring  fresh  life  to  their  tired  and  worn-out  bodies. 
Many  hospitals  have  convalescent  homes  in  con- 
nection with  their  institutions,  where  patients  can 
be  sent  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  to  help  their 
complete  recovery,  but  others  are  dependent  for 


this  benefit  on  the  generosity  of  individuals.  The 
Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children  and  Women 
is,  unfortunately,  amongst  this  latter  class,  and  the 
authorities  are  often  at  their  wits'  end  to  know  how 
to  provide  the  necessary  change  of  air  and  rest  for 
their  recovering  patients  before  sending  them  back 
to  their  poverty-stricken  homes  in  the  crowded 
slums  and  alleys  of  our  great  city. 

Any  who  sympathise  with  the  needs  of  this 
suffering  class  of  humanity,  and  have  it  in  their 
power  to  assist  by  granting  letters  of  admission  to 
Convalescent  Homes,  are  asked  to  communicate 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital. 
Help  in  this  direction  would  be  most  gratefully 
received. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Winch  Fitiintg.— The  Fishing  Gazette  is  not 
made  of  india-rubber  ;  we  cannot  stretch  it  to  get 
everything  into  one  week. 


ILettere  to  the  E6ttoc, 

[We  do ^  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SIZES  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  letter  in  your  issue 
of  March  18  refers  to  a  subject  of  such  importance 
to  anglers  that  I  hope  his  suggestion  will  bear  useful 
fruit.  I  have  myself  called  attention  to  the  matter 
before  now,  and  I  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  that 
the  present  absurd  system  of  hook  numbering,  in 
spite  of  difficulties,  is  remediable. 

You,  sir,  wrote  a  short  time  since  that  to  avoid 
confusion  you  ordered  hooks  by  measurement,  and 
measurement  is  apparently  the  basis  on  which 
reform  should  stand.  Naturalists  in  describing 
small  organisms  often  use  the  millimetre  scaled 
which  would  be  equally  applicable  to  hooks.  A 
No.  12  Redditch  hook  measures  I3mm.  by  nearly 
6mm.,  and  a  number  16  9mm.  by  4mm.  If  a 
parallelogram  of  either  of  these  sizes  weie  con- 
structed and  given  a  permanent  symbol,  letter,  or 
number,  this  would  indicate  both  the  size  and,  to 
some  extent,  the  form  of  the  hook  so  designated, 
when  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  nam3  the  paral- 
lelogram and  place  a  hook  within  it  to  find  exactly 
the  size  requirsd.  It  would  be  even  possible  to 
construct  and  number  on  this  millimetre  scale  a 
series  of  parallelograms  to  fit  all  the  hooks  of 
various  makers,  and  to  number  them  consecutively 
from  one  end  or  the  other,  so  that  accurate  defini- 
tion would  be  S3cured :  special  sizes  within  or 
beyond  the  scale  being  left  for  indication  by  special 
symbols. 

The  next  step  would  be  for  an  established  journal 
hke  the  Field  or  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  publish  the 
scale  and  its  numbers,  letters,  or  symbols,  suffi- 
ciently frequently  for  it  to  become  well  known; 
and  the  third,  for  all  angling  associations,  clubs,  and 
syndicates,  to  consider  and  accept  this  universal 
scale,  using  their  influence  to  press  its  aduption  upon 
their  members  and  their  members'  friends.  If  a 
name  for  the  scale  were  wanted  it  could  not  have  a 
better  than  the  word  "Universal."  Ko  alteration 
in  the  forms  produced  by  different  makers  would  be 
necessary,  and  it  is  at  least  leasjnable  to  suppose 
that  the  scale  would  as  rapidly  come  into  u-_e  by 
the  makers  themselves  as  by  their  custome  s. 

Trusting  that  the  matter  having  now  bee.i 
brought  forward  it  will  not  be  allowed  to  drop 
without  some  useful  result  having  been  obtained. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


RE  FLIES  ON  GUT  DRAWING. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  writings  always 
show  him  a  man  of  practical  mind,  and  pjs^essed 
of  such  an  expert  knowledge  of  a  igling  as  ojily  a 
devoted  enthusiast  from  early  years  can  accumulate. 

I  fully  endorse  his  opinion  on  the  above  subject — 
that  gut  should  not  draw  from  trout  flies,  even  the 
smallest.  There  is  no  necessity  for  a  special  pUers, 
nor  to  injure  one  s  teeth  in  roughening  the  ends  to 
secure  a  firmer  grip  for  the  waxed  sili<.  A  number 
of  ends  laid  parallel  on  a  hard  surface  and  given  a 
tap  with  a  hammer,  or  a  blunt  edge  scraped  over 
them  with  pressure,  will  give  more  satisfactory 
results  than  those  methods  suggested. 

Although  ve.y  general,  all  manufacturers  do  mt 
pay  their  fly-dressers  on  a  piece  work  b.isis.  My  own 
business,  as  you  know,  is  of  respectable  anti_juity, 
and  largely  consists  of  "  trade  "  work,  yet  not  one 
worker  in  my  place  is  paid  so.  All  receive  fixed 
weekly  wages  unafi'ecte.i  by  their  output,  except 
that  industrious  and  specially  satisfactory  hands 
get  quicker  promotion  The  standmg  rule  is 
quality  first.  As  a  matter  of  course,  work  so  done  is 
better.  Unfortunately,  it  afford*  a  much  lower 
margin  for  profit  than  piece-work  made  tackle.  In 


216 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  25,  ifiOS 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Pishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Macfadyeii,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


ARDEONAIG  INN, 

On  the  Banks  of  Loch  Tay. 

Five  minutes'  walk  to  Fishing  Ground. 
Good  Boatraen  kept.    Charges  moderate. 

Apply,  P.  Campbell,  Proprietor. 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Bxe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fisliing  for  Trout, 
Pilfe,  and  Perch,  in  tlie  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Catering 
and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms  on 
application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

M.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Sodorf/an,  A  tiglesei/,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TKOUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply, John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 


Border  EskandLiddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -      WM,  DOUGLAS 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,|co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TV   CltOES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air  ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  lua  Bangor,— Proprietor, T,.T,  COTTRELL. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  milBs  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.  Moderate  Tarifl. 
— For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Peopeietoe, 

McDEYXTX'S  HOTEL 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,.')20 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
1st.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in 
readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORGAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.  Centi'al  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  etc.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  I'ISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  PES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Lu.xemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


About  half=mile  river  Darenth  at 
Farningham. 

Tickets^ 

EYNSFORD  CASTLE  HOTEL, 
EYNSFORD. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

Superior  Board  and  Lodging. 

Private  House.  Five  hours  from  Dublin  ; 
two  minutes  from  River.  Three  guineas 
per  week ;  no  extras. — Address,  Spoet, 
c/o  Willing's  Advertising  Offices,  162, 
Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


TO  TROUT  ANGLERS. 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Fishing 
District  —  Teviot  and  tributaries.  — 
Address,  Teout,  c/o  Willing's  Adver- 
tising Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


SALMON  FISHING, 

GAL  n  AY. 

Annual  Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1905 
now  ready.  Catch  last  season  1,230. 
Seven  Season  Rods,  eight  months,  60 
guineas  each.  —  Apply,  W.  N.  Milne, 
Superintendent,  Fishery  OfSfice,  Galvyay. 


FISHING 

ON 

DEVERON,  ISLA,  &  BOGIE. 

Comfortable  APARTMENT'S,  suitable  for  above, 
with  good  Cooking  and  Attendance.  Highly 
recf>mnieuded. — Apply,  Mrs.  BROWN  Austral 
House,  Huntly,  N.B. 


FREE  FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING. 

20,000  Acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes 
teaming  with  Sea  and  Brown  Trout. 
Magnificent  Sport ;  14  Boats  on  Best 
Lochs,  all  free.  Comfortable  Hotel.  Ex- 
cellent Cuisine  and  Moderate. 

Clousta,  Bixter,  Shetland. 

J.  HUNTER. 

Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Satur- 
day night,  arrive  London  first  train 
Monday. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (IsePe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SH^JSTJSrOW,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


WANTED 

FOR 

EASTER  HOLIDAYS, 
GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 

For    TWO    RODS,    with  farmhouse 
accommodation  for  large  party. 

Apply,  PISCATOR, 

c/o  HAWTHORN,  Bookseller,  UPPINGHAM. 


RODS  TO  LET 


GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Within  30  minutes'  of  Paddington  (less  by 
fast  train). 


Jack,  Perch,  Roach,  Chub,  Dace,  &c., 
and  some  large  Trout. 

Over  1J  miles  of  strictly  private  water. 

Subscription  £3  3s.  For  particulars 
apply  to — 

JOHN  MOULTON, 
"Glencoe,"  Vernon  Rd.,  Clapham  Rd.,S.W. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

To  X^eli  —  A  Few  Rods 

On  four-and-a-half  miles  of  the  River  Hiz  ;  also 
TO  LET  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
)n  the  Kiver  Oughton.  Both  rivers  well  stocked. 
Forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N. 
Railway). — Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Com- 
mander Fbllowbs,  R.N,,  Ickleford  Fishery, 
Hitchin. 


RODS  TO  LET 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fly  rise  ;  1^  miles  ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually ;  keeper 
found.  £15  per  Rod.-Full  particulars  from 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr,  Reading. 


G- xs     07  X.  x:  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEESGILL,  11,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  'Wliite   &>  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


SALMON&SEATROUT 

ONE  non    TO  LET 

ON    THE    DOVEY,   N.  WALES. 
£25  per  Annum. 

H.  OLVER,  118,  Harley  St.,  London,  W. 


BRITISH 
FRESHWATER  FISHES." 

By  the  Rev.  W.  HOUGHTON. 

A  standard  work,  folio  edition,  splendidly  illus- 
trated ;  together  with  42  Coloured  Litho  Plates  of 
Freshwater  Fish  (plates  unbound).  Published 
at  £3  10s. 

WHAT  OFFERS? 

Address — "J.D.,"  22,  Roupell  Street,  Blackfriars, 
London,  S.E. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  WIMBLKBON  PARK  STATION. 


Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  tiU 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Eods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Pishing:  1/-  One  Eod ; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Ply,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


Royal  Choral  Socletj. 

PATRON:  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President:  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 

THURSDAY  EVENING, 
30th  MARCH,  1905, 
At  Eight  o'eloek. 

HANDEL'S 

AGIS  AND  GALATEA 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society) 

ODE  ON 
ST.  GEGILIA'S  DAY 

(First  time  of  performance  by  this  Society). 


Madame  SOBRINO. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.  JOHN  HARRISON. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


BAND    AND    CHORUS    ONE  THOUSAND. 


Organist    -     JUr.  H.  i.  Balfour. 


CONDUCTOR  -  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

DOORS  0PB»  at  6  ;    COMMBNOB   AT  7  O'OLOOK. 

Stalls,  7s.  6d.     Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6rf.  to  £3  3s. 
D  ,         /  Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)    ...  6s. 
balcony  (  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)    ...  4*. 

GALLERY  (PROMENADE),  ONE  SHILLINS. 

Tickets  of  Usual  Agents  and  at  Royal  Albert  Hall. 
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the  matter  of  trout  flies,  whereas  I  only  get  on  an 
average  not  exceeding  four  dozen  per  day  of  nine 
hours,  I  would  easily  get  double  that  number  in 
most  dressings  if  paying  at  so  much  per  gross. 

What  buyers  of  flies  should  guard  against  is 
assuming  they  are  getting  a  first-rate  fly  merely 
because  they  are  paying  a  high  price  for  it,  and 
that  they  do  not  receive  shoddy  flies  from  the 
keen  local  angler  and  fly-dresser  who  has  made  a 
name  for  himself  in  these  ways. 

I  had  this  experience  recently.  Having  been 
informed  that  a  certain  expert  angler  had  developed 
a  considerable  trade  in  flies  which  he  dressed  in  his 
spare  time — for  he  has  another  trade — and  that 
his  orders  exceeded  his  own  output,  samples  of  my 
work  were  submitted  to  him.  His  reply  was  that 
my  flies  were  very  nice,  but  too  expensive  for 
him  (at  12s.  per  gross).  He  was  buying  at  7s.  per 
gross,  and  if  I  could  supply  at  that  figure,  or 
less,  he  would  give  a  good  order. 

Another  dealer  in  tackle,  for  whom  I  have  work 
in  hand  at  this  time,  frankly  told  me  recently  that 
he  bought  these  low-priced  flies  and  put  varnish  on 
their  heads  to  help  keep  them  together,  for  which 
small  trouble  (neglected  by  the  dressers,  with  other 
essentials  to  good  work)  he  saved  4s.  per  gross  in 
purchase  price. 

Yet  another  dealer  I  have  closed  accoimt  with 
since  he  resorted  to  confining  his  orders  to  me  to 
such  patterns  as  he  could  not  get  correctly  done 
by  the  makers  of  cheap  flies. 

I  wish  by  these  remarks  to  do  injustice  to  no  one, 
but  leave  it  to  you  to  judge  whether  in  the  interests 
of  anglers  such  conditions  should  or  should  not  be 
known. 

No  fly  requires  more  than  good  waxed  silk  in 
good  hands  to  secure  it  for  all  legitimate  uses,  be 
it  salmon  or  trout  fly. — Yours  truly,  G.  N. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  IRELAND. 
Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"W.  B.  W.'s"  query  re  rambow  trout  in  Ireland, 
I  beg  to  say  that  Sessiagh'  Lake,  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mfle  of  this  village,  was  stocked  with 
Loch  Levens  and  rainbows  by  ]VIr.  Hugh  Law,  M.P., 
Bome^four  yeeirs  ago.  A  rainbow  weighing  61b.  was 
caught  there  in  1903  by  a  Sergeant  Ducie,  R.  I.  Con- 
stabulary, on  the  fly,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Stephen 
Gwynn  got  a  few  good  fish  last  summer  trolling  a 
small  spoon. 

This  lake  is  hardly  fished  at  all,  as  it  is  very 
strictly  preserved,  and  the  lessee  is  seldom  at  home. 
It  does  not  connect  with  the  sea,  and  is  fed  by  a 
small  mountain  bum.  It  contains  a  great  deal  of 
natural  trout  food,  partly  introduced,  I  fancy,  by 
Mr.  Law.  The  lake  is  nearly  round  in  shape,  very 
deep  in  parts,  and  a  bit  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
diameter.  The  trout  spawn  regularly  in  the  small 
bum :  the  brown  trout  and  Loch  Levens  in  Novem- 
ber, and  the  rainbows  early  in  April.  The  bum 
can  only  be  ascended  by  the  fish  for  a  distance  of 
about  fifty  yards,  and  is  not  anywhere  more  than 
five  feet  wide.  The  keeper  tells  me  that  it  is  an 
extraordmary  sight  when  packed  closely  with  big 
rainbows  at  spawnmg  time  :  he  declares  that  many 
of  the  fish  must  weigh  up  to  101b. 

This  lake  is  on  the  Ards  Estate,  and  has  been 
leased  ta  Mr.  Law  for  a  short  term  only,  I  believe. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  lease  runs  out  it 
wiU  become  a  pubhc  fishery,  as  it  would  be  a 
tremendous  draw  for  anglers  who  now  pass  Dim- 
fanaghy  by.  Dunfanaghy  itself  is  without  doubt 
the  gem  of  beauty  spots  in  Donegal,  and  I  doubt  if 
anywhere  such  a  magnificent  combination  of  moun- 
tam  and  sea  is  to  be  found.  The  village  itself  is 
probably  the  cleanest  in  Ireland.  It  has  a  splendid 
water  supply,  and  is  Ht  with  acetylene  gas.  It  is 
built  right  on  the  water's  edge,  with  Horne  Head 
and  its  many  wonders  sheltering  it  from  the  north 
winds.  Muekish,  Errigal,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Donegal  mountains  stand  out  a  few  miles  to  the 
south.  There  are  miles  of  beautiful,  clean  strand 
splendid  bathing,  and  excellent  poUack  fishing' 
The  food  supply  is  of  the  best.  Think  of  a  lar|e 
black  sole  for  mnepence,  a  spring  chicken  for  eight- 
pence,  or  a  clothes  basketful  of  mushrooms  for  one 
shilling  ! 

Visitors  can  always  get  permission  to  fish  Purt 
Lake,  which  is  close  to  the  village,  and  which  is 
probably  one  of  the  best  brown  trout  lakes  in 
Donegal.  The  fish  average  a  bit  over  half  pound, 
with  a  spimkling  of  pounders,  are  splendid  fighters 
and  exceUent  for  the  table.  There  are  numerous 
other  loughs  on  the  Ards  Estate  which  are  verv 
rarely  fished.  ■' 

There  are  three  salmon  rivers  within  reach.  One 
the  Lennon  at  Kilmacrenan,  is  free,  while  the  other 
two  close  to  Falcarragh,  belong  to  Sir  John 
Ulphut,  who  is  most  generous  in  giving  permission 
to  tish.  Good  grouse  shooting  is  nearly  always  to 
be  had  m  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

As  a  "  vitahser,"  Dunfanaghy  ozone  is  not  to  be 
equalled.    Should  it  however  fail,  it  is  a  consolation 


to  know  that  the  three  main  approaches  to  the 
village  are  guarded  by  three  chuiches,  the  Protes- 
tant on  the  west,  the  Presbyterian  on  the  east,  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  on  the  south.  Dunfanaghy 
people  therefore  say  that  "  his  satanic  majesty  "  is 
unable  to  get  in.  Outsiders,  however,  say  that  he 
once  got  in  and  now  cannot  get  out. — Yours  truly, 
Dunfanaghy,  co.  Donegal.  J.  O.  E. 

TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  USK  NEAR  USK. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
G.  Austin,  as  to  the  fishing  at  Usk.  The  ordinary 
Is.  trout  licence  is  of  course  necessary,  and  .5s. 
tickets  for  the  "  Limited  water"  (about  three  miles 
of  fishing  water,  part  immediately  above  and  part 
immediately  below  the  town  of  L"sk)  are  issued  to 
residents  in  the  county  of  Monmouth.  Tickets  for 
the  Lower  water,  easily  accessible  from  Usk,  and 
including  the  Limited  water,  are  issued  at  £1  Is. 
each.  I  cannot  say  the  length  of  tliis  water,  but 
should  think  five  to  seven  miles.  Ticket;  for  the 
Upper  water  are  the  same  price,  but  the  water  is 
more  easily  reached  from  Nantyderry,  higher  up 
the  river. 

The  season  opens  on  March  2,  but  only  artificial 
fly  is  allowed  until  May  1,  when  "bobbing"  the 
natural  fly  is  permitted.  Worm  fishing  is  not 
allowed  until  June  1,  and  the  season  ends  on  Sept.  1. 
The  size  limit  is  six  inches.  Waders  are  necessary 
to  fish  the  river  properly.  March  and  April  are  the 
two  best  months  for  fly  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Albert  V.  Williams. 

P.S. — The  tickets  referred  to  are  season  tickets. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Williams  for  this 
useful  note. — ^Ed  ] 


THE  EATON  AND  DELLER  COMPETITION. 

Deab  Sir, — We  shaU  be  obhged  if  you  will 
announce  that  the  successful  competitors  in  our 
competition,  advertised  in  your  columns  last  year, 
are  as  follows  : — 

Bream :  Mr.  A.  Glass,  30,  Stanley-road,  Fulham. 

Perch :  Mr.  A.  H.  Slade,  Stock  Exchange. 

Pike  :  Mr.  H.  Cutler,  Nutfield  Lodge,  Hornsey- 
lane. 

Roach :  Mr.  A.  Zerfass,  10,  Mentmore-terrace, 
Hackney. — Yours  truly,      Eaton  and  Deller. 


FISHING  AT  LAS  PALMAS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  if  you  or  any  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  inform  me 
if  there  is  any  sea  fishing  to  be  had  at  Las  Palmas 
(Grand  Canary)  during  the  latter  end  of  April. 
Any  information  respecting  the  kinds  of  fish  taken, 
tackle  required,  baits,  etc.,  will  be  much  esteemed 
by  yours  truly,  G.  St.  Q.  Beasley. 


FISHING  AT  LAS  PALMAS.  • 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
us  any  information  as  to  fishing  at  Las  Palmas  as 
per  inquiry  herewith  ?  Any  knowledge  ?you  are 
possessed  of  for  this  will  oblige  yours  truly, 

A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

13.7,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C. 


BALLBROOK  FARM  TROUT  FISHERY. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  many  of  your  wide 
circle  of  readers  in  Manchester  and  district  to 
know  that  a  trout  fishery  is  being  established  as 
above,  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  either  Didsbury 
or  Withington  Stations  (Midland),  and  the  Palatine- 
road  tram  terminus. 

The  proprietor,  Mr.  A.  Short,  is  stocking  the 
water,  which  is  about  two  acres  in  extent,  with 
about  a  thousand  rainbow  and  brown  trout,  from 
7in.  to  lOin.,  and  will  do  his  best  to  make  the 
venture  a  success,  and  give  every  satisfaction  to 
anglers  who  may  become  members. 

The  terms  of  membership  will  be  three  guineas 
for  the  season,  and  fly  fishing  only  wQl  be  per- 
mitted. The  limit  will  be  five  brace  per  day,  and 
all  fish  under  7in.  to  be  returned  to  the  water. 

The  first  consignment  of  fish  were  safely  trans- 
ferred to  their  new  home  a  fortnight  ago,  and 
are  doing  excellently,  no  loss  whatever  having 
occurred  up  to  date,  and  another  contingent  is 
expected  next  week. 

Accommodation  will  be  provided  for  members 
who  wish  to  leave  their  rods,  tackle,  waders,  et3.,  at 
the  fishery.  Intending  members  may  apply  as  above, 
and  any  other  information  will  be  gladly  given. 

I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  experiment  will 
supply  a  long  felt  want  to  many  fly  fishers  in  this 
district,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  good  trout 
fisliing  is  almost  unprocurable  within  thirty  or  forty 
miles  of  Manchester. — Yours  truly, 

Wilmslow-road,  W.  H.  Clabke. 

Withington,  Manchester. 

[I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  attempts  to  make 
good  fishing,  but  two  acres  will  not  carry  many  rods 
I  fear !— Ed.] 


THE  QUICK  DESPATCH  OF  FISH, 
Dear  Sir, — There  is  I  think  a  want  for  aji 
instrument  to  effect  the  quick  and  merciful  da.-ipatcb 
of  fish  (especially  when  fishing  in  mid-stream).  It 
should  be  of  the  nature  of  a  sharp  stiletto,  and  30 
constructed  as  to  be  capable  of  being  safely  carried 
about,  and  which  would  be  appUed  by  piercing  the 
brain  or  vertebraj  of  the  fish  when  caught.  It 
might  be  constructed  on  the  principle  of  those 
useful  "  cigar-piercors  "  that  are  now  sold.  Can  any 
of  your  readers  give  information  as  to  where  such 
an  instrument  can  be  got  or  made  '/ — Yours  truly, 

M.  W. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  AUGUST  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Three  friends  and  myself  are  thinking 
of  going  over  to  Ireland  in  August  thLs  year,  and 
wish,  if  possible,  to  find  some  place  where  we  could 
camp  near  a  lough  and  get  either  good  sea-trout  or 
brown  trout  fishing,  with  the  use  of  a  couple  of  boats 
and  men,  at  a  moderate  charge.  I  find  proprietors 
of  hotel  water  do  not  look  with  favour  upon  anglers 
not  patronising  the  hotel.  Would  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  kindly  advise  as  to  place  ? — Yours 
truly,  A.  W.  M.  Ilkley. 

A  DISEASED  KELT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  the  following  facts  would 
interest  you.  I  landed  this  spring  with  sprat  a 
female  kelt  which  was  recovering  from  an  attack  of 
fungi.  The  point  of  the  nose  up  to  the  eye  had 
been  attacked,  also  a  spot  behind  the  back  fin. 
The  fungi  growth  was  all  off  each  place  and  a  new 
skin  formed  over  the  wound,  but  the  wounded  parts 
were  sunk  below  the  surface  of  the  surrounding 
skin.  This  proves  fish  may  recover  in  fresh  water, 
although  it  is  generally  thought  they  must  first 
reach  the  sea. — Yours  truly,  Wm.  Dodds. 

Peebles. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — "  Piscator  "  can  get  good  trout  fish- 
ing at  North  Tawton.  Free  fishing  to  visitors 
stoppuig  at  the  Gostwyck  Hotel. — Yours  truly, 

C.  Attwell. 


MODERATELY  GOOD  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Piscator's  "  query  re 
moderately  good  trout  fishing  in  south  or  mid-  Devon, 
I  write  to  say  Tavistock,  on  main  lines  L.  &  S.  W.  R. 
and  G.  W.  R.,  makes  a  good  centre  for  the  Tavy 
and  Walkam,  both  considered  good  trout  rivers. 
Many  other  streams  in  neighbourhood.  If  "Pis- 
cator "  cares  to  write  to  me,  I  shaU  be  pleased  to 
tell  him  of  comfortable  quarters,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

Wilraonstone  House,  G-  Depart. 

Tavistock,  Devon. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON. 

Deab  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Piscator's"  inquiries 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  18,  why  not  try 
the  Dart  ?  Now  that  the  Great  Western  Railway 
are  about  to  rim  frequent  motor  'buses  from 
Paignton  to  Totnes  daily,  the  Dart  is  quite  easily 
getatable  from  Paignton,  where  he  can  easily  get 
comfortable  quarters.  You  may  give  him  my 
address  if  he  wishes  to  write  to  me. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Clear,  Dendy-road,  Castaway. 
Paignton,  S.  Devon. 

BE  THE  FISHING  AT  BALLYRAGGET, 
KILKENNY  COUNTY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  re 
the  River  Nore,  Kilkenny,  I  have  been  resident 
six  and  a  half  years  on  the  banks  of  the  Nore.  I 
would  give  him  every  encouragement  to  go  by  all 
means.  First  of  all  I  would  mention  the  River 
Dining,  which  runs  through  Jenkinstown  and 
through  Ballyragget  Bridge,  which  is  fairly  full  of 
trout,  and  is  a  tiibutary  of  the  Nore.  I  have  seen 
the  greatest  rise  of  trout  at  Jenkinstown  Bridge 
that  I  ever  saw.  April  and  May  is  a  good  time, 
especially  just  when  tlie  river  is  clearing  off  after  a 
fresh.  The  flies  required  are  the  plain  Wren,  Black 
Hackle  with  orange  body.  Green  Wren,  Brown 
Caughlan,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Hackle,  orange  body 
with  starling  wing.  I  would  advise  him  when  he 
arrives  at  Kilkenny  Station  to  stop  there  overnight. 
He  will  probably  meet  with  a  local  fisherman  to 
give  him  information.  He  might  also  go  to 
Baniin's  tackle  shop  in  High-street,  where  he 
could  get  a  stock  of  flies  and  further  information. 
If  he  wishes  for  a  change  of  locality  and  good  trout 
fishing  he  can  go  from  Ballyragget  to  Kilkenny 
town  ;  there  at  Kenny  Scotts  Mills,  on  the  island,  is 
one  of  the  best  trout  streams  on  the  Nore,  also  the 
Dukes  Meadows,  three  himdred  yards  below  Scotts 
Mills.  He  could  also  go  in  for  salmon  or  pike  below 
the  Mills.  If  he  wishes  further  to  vary  his  sport, 
he  can  take  the  train  from  Kilkenny  to  Bonnet's 
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Bridge  and  Thomastown.  There  he  will  meet  with 
big  trout  up  to  21b.  ;  it  is  particularly  noted  for 
large  fi?h,  being  the  finest  stream  on  the  Nore. 
There  are  the  Killpharaoh  streams,  three  mile; 
above  Rennet's  Bridge,  which  ai  e  also  good.  If  he 
stops  at  Ballyragget,  and  is  fond  of  pike  or  salmon 
fishing,  I  would  advise  him  to  go  down  to  the 
junction  of  the  Dining  where  it  joins  the  Nore ; 
there  is  some  good  pike  and  salmon  pools  there,  and 
is  called  the  Rock  of  Mount  Eagle.  There  is  also  a 
trout  stream  there.  All  the  above-mentioned  places 
are  so  isolated  that  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
good  fishing.  The  Dining  is  one  of  the  best  little 
trout  streams  in  Ireland.  I  daresay  Mr.  Simpson 
can  get  leave  on  the  preserves  at  Jenkinstown,  but 
otherwise  there  is  good  free  fishing  below  that  place. 
If  Mr.  Simpson  will  just  drop  me  a  line  to  my 
addreis  I  will  give  him  further  interesting  details. — • 
Yours  truly,  J.  Pickebsgill. 

31,  Rydall-street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  ARROW. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  the  season  opened  on  Feb.  1 
the  fishing  on  Lough  Arrow  has  been  so  good  that 
a  gentleman  remarked  to  me  a  few  days  ago  that 
we  had  better  add  February  to  the  close  season. 
The  month  was  so  mild  that  we  had  some  very 
good  days.  One  gentleman  had  five  good  fish  to 
his  own  rod,  largest  ,  41b.  Since  March  1  the 
weather  has  been  too  rough,  but  on  mild  days  there 
is  good  sport.  We  have  not  had  such  a  successful 
spawning  season  for  years,  nor  better  protection. 
Tlie  Lough  Arrow  Fish  Preservation  Society  is  bear- 
ing good  fruit  already,  and,  thanks  to  visitors,  is 
being  well  supported. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  Acheson. 


YE  ANCIENT  BRITISH  CORACLE. 

Dear  Sie, — With  reference  to  a  recent  inquiry  re 
a  coracle,  it  would  certainly  not  be  safe  to  use  one 
on  a  large  lake  subject  to  squalls,  but  on  a  sheltered 
piece  of  water  a  coracle  could  be  used  with  advan- 


tage. It  is  necessary,  however,  to  become  efficient 
in  the  mode  of  paddling,  also  in  getting  in  and  out, 
before  any  attempt  at  fishing  is  made,  or  a  spill 
may  quickly  result. — Yours  truly, 

Shrewsbury.  Fbankwellian. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  WORCESTER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there  is  any  trout 
fishing  to  be  had  within  twenty-five  miles  of  Wor- 
cester by  day  ticket  or  through  joining  a  club.- — 
Yours  truly,  R.  T.  W. 


SUSSEX  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  more  dismal  wind-up  of  the  season 
could  not  well  be  imagined.  The  Adur,  Ouse,  and 
Cuekmere  were  in  full  flood  during  the  last  days, 
and  in  naany  parts  the  banks  could  not  be  seen. 
At  Barcombe  Mills  the  floods  were  particularly 
severe,  and  anglers  who  braved  the  elements  were 
only  rewarded  with  very  light  baskets. — Yours 
truly,  Geo.  Eustace. 


FISHING  AT  DULVERTON  IN  MAY,  JUNE, 
AND  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  "Sammak"  and  "Pis- 
cator,"  there  is  nice  trout  fishing  to  be  had  on  the 
Exe  and  Barle.  At  Dulverton  the  Carnarvon  Arms 
is  well  known.  Higher  up  the  Barle,  in  lovely 
sceneiy,  Withypool  is  a  good  centre.  Tnere  Mr. 
Court,  of  the  Royal  Oak  Inn.  does  well  for  his 
guests  at  a  moderate  charg  Working  up  the  liver 
to  glorious  Exinoor,  the  Barle  runs  t  i  Simonsbath, 
where  visitors  aie  well  looked  after  by  Mr.  Wyatt, 
of  the  Exmoor  Forest  Hotel.  Trout  on  tlie  Ba  le 
are  small,  but  fine  sporting  little  fi.-h,  and  plenty  of 
them.  May  and  June  »ire  better  months  than  later. 
Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 


WHAT  ARE  THE  SMALL  HOLES  IN  A  PIKE'S 
JAW  FOR  ?  AND  THE  SIDE  LINE. 

Dear  Sir,— As  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  some  years'  standing,  I  should  be  obhged 
if  you  could  explain  in  one  of  your  future  issues  the 
following.  I  have  noticed  all  my  pike  very  closely 
this  winter,  and  I  find  they  all  have  ten  holes  on 
each  side  from  the  bottom  of  the  jaw  round  the 
jawbone,  as  I  have  tried  to  show  in  rough  sketch 
enclosed.  I  have  inquired  from  several  brother 
anglers,  but  they  cannot  explain  what  they  are  for. 
Perhaps  you  have  noticed  them.  If  so,  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  could  explain  what  they  are 
called,  and  what  is  their  use.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  F.  J.  Hunt. 

Derby. 

[Nobody  knows  for  certain  what  the  holes  in  the 
pike's  jawbone  are  for,  but  the  latest  view  of 
German  ichthyologists  is  that  this  row  of  holes,  and 
others  on  the  head,  and  the  holes  in  the  scales 
along  the  lateral  line  of  fish,  form  part  of  a  nerve 
system  by  which  fish  can  feel  their  way  about  in 
the  dark  or  in  thick  water,  not  by  touching  rocks, 
etc.,  but  by  feeling  their  influence  on  their  nerves  : 
it  must  be  something  like  wireless  telegraphy.  At 
one  time  it  was  supposed  that  these  holes  were  the 
outlets  for  the  slime  which  covers  fish. — Ed.] 

FLY  DRESSING  QUERY— PIKE  FLY,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  c  irrespondent,  "  Blue  Upright  " 
{Fishing  Gazette,  March  11,  page  178),  will  find  the 
method  of  tying  trout  flies  with  rolled  wings  simply 
described  in  H.  G.  McClelland's  "  Trout  Fly  Dressers' 
Cabinet  of  Devices,"  page  102  (Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  price  2s.). 

The  Trans-Shannonite  pike  flies  with  which  I  was 
once  familiar  were  marvellous  concretion",  unlike 
anything  celestial  or  terrestrial,  formed  on  large 
double  hooks  with  twisted  brass  wire  links,  having 
coarse,  highly-coloured,  dyed  wool  bodies,  and 
wings  always  made  of  the  eyes  of  several  peacock 
feathers.  Eyes  had  they  also,  for  which  a  couple 
of  big,  coloured  glass  beads  were  used,  and  generally 
some  dark  feather  by  way  of.  hackle.  They  were 
trolled  from  a  boat  without  sinkers,  and  must  have 
often  been  near  the  surface  in  weedy  places.  They 
were  frequently  very  successful.  Probably  they 
could  be  so  constructed  (with  spring  hooks,  for 
instance)  as  to  avoid  to  some  extent  catching  in 
weeds. 

In  my  letter  on  page  177  (same  issue)  I  intended 
to  have  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  "Trout 
Fishing,"  with  its  capital  illustrations  of  trout 
flies,  from  which  those  wanted  could  be  either  tied 
or  ordered  from  a  fly  dresser. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


HOW  TO  DYE  STARLING  AND  OTHER 
WINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  tell  me  how  to  dye  starling 
and  other  wings  effectually  whole — that  is,  without 
dyeing  each  feather  separately.  — Yours  truly, 

X.  Y.  Z. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  VARNISH. 

Dear  Sib, — -Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  through  the  medium  of  your  paper 
how  to  make  avarni-ih  for  varnishing  rods,  or  where 
I  could  get  a  good  varnish  ?  The  vainish  I  have  been 
using  does  not  dry  properly,  and  is  sticky  when  the 
rod  is  held  in  fthe  warm  hand.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation.^ — Yours  truly,  A.  C.  Sharp. 


SPINNING  FOR  JACK. 

Dear  Sib, — I  note  the  keen  interest  that  many 
of  your  readers  take  in  soinning  for  jack,  and 
venture  to  think  that  the  following,  although  rather 
late  for  publication,  may  prove  of  some  interest  to 
them. 

On  Sept.  19  and  20,  1903,  two  members  of  the 
Palmerston  Angling  Society,  while  spinning  on  one 
of  our  Cambridgeshire  waters,  landed  127  jack, 
largest  7ilb.  These  fish,  which,  with  the  exception 
of  six  5-pounders,  were  all  returned,  were  caught 
with  preserved  sprats  and  artificial  Thames  dace. — 

Yours  truly,  Hon.  Sec. 

168,  Palmerston  House, 
London,  E.G.,  March  21. 


DRESSING  FOR  OLD  S.^LMON  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Glanrhos  "  (God  bless  him!)  put 
me  up  to  this  tip,  besides  teaching  me  to  switch, 
etc. — namely,  to  dress  a  line  with  artists'  oil  colours. 
I  find  it  answers  very  wel',  and  is  heavy  without 
increasing  the  bulk  much,  a  great  advantage.  Rub 
it  well  in  with  a  glove  on,  and  finish  it  ofi  with  a 
little  more  not  quite  so  tightly  rubbed,  and  leave 
hung  up  ti  dry. — You:  s  truly,  Oliver  PaocTER. 


CORK  FISHERY  CONSERVATORS  AND  THE 
"DEPARTMENT." 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  request  of  the  Cork  Board  of 
Conservators,  I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries,  early  in  January,  the  critical 
condition  of  the  salmon  fishing  industry  in  this 
district,  owing  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
Board,  and  requested  that  they  would,  if  possible, 
get  the  Department,  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
fishing  rights,  on  which  a  large  number  of  legitimate 
net  fishermen  and  their  families  depend  for  their 
livelihood,  to  assist  liberally  the  eFforts  being  made 
locally  by  those  interested,  to  raise  the  amotint 
necessary  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  steam 
launch  recently  acquired,  three-fourths  of  the  cost 
of  which  was  borne  by  the  Department,  and  one- 
fourth  subscribed  locally. 

Correspondence  resulted  in  one  of  the  inspectors 
visiting  Cork  and  going  into  the  matter  fully  with 
me.  Subsequently  I  wrote  another  letter  giving 
some  details  asked  for.  I  enclose  copy  of  this 
letter  and  of  the  official  communication  to  our 
secretary.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Department  have  acted  very  liberally  indeed 
towards  this  important  industry,  while  maintaining 
the  principle  on  which  very  properly  they  act  of 
helping  only  those  who  are  prepared  to  help  them- 
selves.— Yours  truly,  He.^ry  Dale. 

River  View,  Cork,  March  8. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
Mr.  Dale  refers  to,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  his  effoi  ts 
have  been  successful  to  a  certain  extent. — Ed.] 

River  View,  Cork,  Feb.  3,  1905. 

Dear  Sirs, — Referring  to  my  interview  with  Mr. 
Lane  I  now  send  statement  of  receipts  and  expen- 
diture of  Cork  Board  for  year  ending  October, 
1904.  As  you  will  see  we  closed  the  year  owing 
our  bankers  £183  8s.  6d.,  which  has  since  been 
increased  by  about  £55.  A  number  of  the  riparian 
proprietors  have  given  the  bank  a  letter  of 
guarantee  for  this  overdraft,  but  it  is  now  nearly  to 
the  limit,  which  will  be  fully  reached  by  cheque  to 
pay  the  standing  charges  for  past  month.  Our 
total  income  from  licence  duty  for  past  year  was 
only  £254;  from  fines  and  rates,  £41  18s.  5d.  ; 
and  the  riparian  owners  and  others  subscribed 
£70  138.,  making  altogether  £366  lis.  5d.  to 
provide  protection  for  about  200  miles  of  river  and 
tributaries,  and  also  tideway  and  harbour  of  great 
extent,  the  distance  from  City  to  East  Ferry  is 
about  eighteen  miles  without  taking  into  account 
the  various  bays  and  estuaries  of  tributaries.  If 
we  run  the  new  steam  launch  continuously  to  keep 
in  check  the  poaching  in  the  harbour  the  draft  net 
fishermen  have  promised  that  they  will  again  con- 
tribute as  they  did  some  years  ago  to  the  funds  of 
the  Board  a  fixed  sum  for  every  fish  they  catch, 
but  this  money  will  come  in  only  gradually  and  is 
not  likely  to  exceed  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  which, 
with  what  the  upper  proprietors  and  anglers  may 
give,  will  fall  far  short  of  what  is  necessary  except 
your  Department  can  assist  us  with  a  liberal  grant. 
If  you  could  give  us,  say,  two  or  three  pounds  for 
every  one  subscribed  locally,  we  could  fairly  protect 
the  public  fishing  rights  in  the  tidal  waters,  and 
also  the  fish  in  the  upper  waters.  Owing  to  various 
causes  our  income  has  during  past  ten  years  or  so 
gone  down  very  seriously. 

In  1895  licence  duties  produced  £397  as  against 
£254  last  year,  and  although  economy  has  been 
exercised  in  expendituie,  there  being  only  five 
bailiffs  on  for  most  of  the  past  year,  we  have 
been  unable  to  avoid  running  into  debt.  We  should 
have  four  times  as  many  bailiffs  to  work  efficiently. 
— Yours  truly,  Henry  Dale. 

To  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion for  Ireland,  Upper  Merrion-street, 

Dublin,  Feb.  14,  1905. 

Sib, — I  have  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Cork  Board  of  Conservators,  that  the  Department 
have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Cork  Fishery  District ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  public  interests  involved  and  the 
local  efforts  made,  are  prepared  to  make  a  grant  of 
£250  for  the  purposes  of  protection. 

The  Department's  contribution  will  be  paid  as . 
follows  : —  j 

The  .sum  of  £125  (less  cost  of  insuring  the  steam  ) 
launch  Ysolt  for  three  months  from  the  1st  instant,  , 
which  has  been  already  advanced  by  the  Depart-  j. 
ment)  forthwith  ;  and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  J 
open  season  of  1905,  (a)  if  the  launch  shall  have  i 
been  worked  satisfactorily,  (&)  if  the  electei  and| 
ex-officio  Conservatois  by  attendance  at  the! 
meetings  of  your  Board  show  that  reasonable  * 
interest  is  being  taken  by  them  in  the  administra-  j 
tion  of  the  district,  and  (c)  if  the  manner  in  which 
your  Board's  funds  are  expended  meets  with  the  j 
approval  of  the  Department. — I  am.  Sir,  your  * 
obedient  servant,  T.  P.  Gill,  Secretary.  ^ 

E.  J.  Brennan,  Esq.,  Ballintemple,  Cork. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fly  and  Bait  Casting-  Tournament  by  Members 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 

In  inclement  weather  some  enthusiastic  members 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society  met  last  Saturday  after- 
noon (March  2.5)  to  have  a  friendly  fly  and  bait 
casting  match,  of  which  we  give  a  report  on  another 
page.  No  prizes  were  offered,  it  was  merely  for 
amusement  and  instruction,  and  to  test  the 
working  of  some  new  rules.  The  rules  are 
in  the  main  based  on  those  in  use  at  English 
and  American  tournaments,  with  additions  and 
modifications,  the  aim  of  the  committee  being  not 
to  eliminate  long  distance  casting,  but  to  make  it 
quite  subordinate  to  practical  fishing  casting. 
Personally,  I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  the  reform 
movement,  as  although  I  know  the  tournaments 
held  in  this  country  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
in  improving  rods  and  tackle,  and  in  making 
different  styles  of  casting  more  generally  known, 
still  there  is  no  doubt  that  objectionable  features 
were  creeping  in.  Many  good  anglers  have  said  to 
me  that  recent  tournaments  have  been  more  in  the 
nature  of  advertisements  for  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
makers  than  sporting  competitions.  This  is  a  little 
unfair  on  the  committees  who  gave  so  much  time 
to  them,  certainly  with  no  idea  of  benefiting 
makers  of  rods,  etc.  I  am  quite  sure  that  we  owe 
a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  G.  E.  M. 
Skues  for  the  initiation  of  this  tournament 
rules  reform  movement,  and  as  one  of  the 
judges  last  Saturday  I  was  only  sorry  that  he 
was  not  able  to  be  present  to  see  how  smoothly 
the  rules  used  worked,  as  they  were  based  on  his, 
though  not  quite  the  same.  Mr.  Morris  Colles  judged 
from  the  bank,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  and  I  from  the 
punt— in  this  way  Mr.  Colles  could  see  if  the  back 
cast  was  clear  of  the  ground,  and  we  could  record 
each  cast  that  had  to  count.  There  was  first  dry 
fly  casting  at  three  marks,  then  wet  fly  casting  at 
four  marks,  then  casting  at  marks  placed  under 
overhanging  bushes  and  boughs,  in  what  my  old 
friend  the  "  Professor  "  used  to  call  "  critical  posi- 
tions.'-' The  fact  that  the  trees  overhanging  the 
Colne  were  all  bare  of  leaves  made  it  really  more 
difiScult  than  if  they  had  been  in  full  leaf — as  the 
angler  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  could  see 


the  mark  easily  enough,  but  not  so  easily  the  net 
work  of  small  branches  blown  about  in  the  wind. 
Several  of  the  competitors  got  their  fly  much  nearer 
to  these  critical  spots  than  I  expected  to  see  it.  The 
rule  as  regards  getting  hung  up  is  an  excellent  one, 
but  I  do  not  quite  see  why  you  should  have  to  lose 
a  mark  if,  after  getting  hung  up,  in  releasing  the  fly 
it  falls  on  the  water,  whereas  if  it  is  released  without 
touching  the  water  you  lose  no  mark.    It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  much  better  if  you  get  hung  up  to  try 
in  the  first  instance  to  release  the  fly  by  gentle 
methods,  in  fact,  to  let  it  fall  into  the  water  off'  the 
bough.    The  obstacles  were  well  selected,  and  the 
competition  was  most  interesting.    In  the  wet  fly 
competition  the  wind  was  almost  dead  against  the 
casting,  beating  the  line  down  behind  and  doubling 
the  gut  cast  back.    Saturday's  casting  confirmed 
me  in  the  view  that  in  every  case  and  in  every  class 
of  competition  with  fly,  a  white-winged  fly  should 
be  used,  otherwise  many  a  competitor  wUl  get 
credited  with  much  less  than  his  full  cast  in  many 
cases.    In  the  bait  casting,  accuracy,  not  distance, 
was  also  the  main  object.    I  jotted  down  on  the 
score  sheet  I  was  using  as  judge  with  Mr.  Rolt, 
the  style   of  casting  used  by  each  competitor, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  a  rule  should  be  added 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  judges  to  record  the  style 
of  casting  used  by  each  competitor,  and  possibly 
the  style  of  reel  used  when  the  cast  is  from  the  reel. 
Although  great  casts  are  to  be  made  in  the  old 
Thames  style,  it  is  really  as  much  out  of  date  as 
the  muzzle-loader  when  compared  with  any  method 
of  casting  from  the  reel,  or  from  a  basket,  tin,  or 
tray  strapped  to  the  side.    I  know  one  Irish  salmon 
angler  who  uses  a  wooden  tray  as  big  as  a  small 
card  table  to  hold  the  coils  of  his  line  between  the 
casts.    It  looks  very  comical,  and  I  should  not 
hke  to  be  taken  off  my  feet  when  wading  with 
one  strapped  to  me.    I  think  the  committee  who 
arranged  last  Saturday's  most  interesting  affair 
deserve  all  credit,  and  we  were  all  especially  pleased 
to  see  the  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  among 
the  competitors.     It  shows  that,  although  well- 
known  to  be  not  particularly  in  love  with  tourna- 
ments, he  does  not  consider  that  taking  a  turn  in  a 
friendly  match  of  this  kind  is  a  mortal  sin. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  Toubnaments. 
As  our  readers  are  aware  it  was  proposed  that 
the  rules  for  fly  casting  tournaments  which  Mr. 
G.  E.  M.  Skues  drew  up  with  the  aid  of  a  small 
committee  of  members  of  the  club  (Mr.  G.  E.  M. 
Skues,  Mr.'  Kent,  Mr.  Sheringham,  Mr.  Cogges- 
hall,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston)  should  have 
eventually  been  adopted  by  the  club,  and  issued 
by  it  in  the  same  way  that  the  M.C.C.  legislates 
for  cricket.  It  was  hoped  that  the  club  would 
have  accepted  this  responsibility,  as  it  would  have 
carried  more  weight  than  any  other  body  could 
possibly  do.  Unfortunately  it  soon  became  apparent 
that  a  number  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential 
members  considered  that  it  would  be  a  grave 
mistake  for  the  club  to  encourage  tournaments  or 
competitions  of  any  kind.  One  member  told  me 
he  considered  all  that  these  tournaments,  here  and 
in  America,  did  was  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  impossible  fishing  rods  in  order  to  make  im- 
possible fishing  casts  with  them.  That  is,  of 
course,  an  extreme  view,  and  between  that  and  our 
view  that  the  tournaments  have  done  good, 
have  been  useful  and  certainly  interesting,  and 
might  be  made  more  useful  to  real  sport  if  better 
regulated — I  say  between  these  views  there  is 
plenty  of  scope  for  opinion  pro  and  con.,  and  as  we 
found  that  so  many  members  preferred  that  the  club 
should  not  issue  the  rules,  etc.,  in  the  interests  of 
the  club  we  thought  it  best  to  withdraw  our  pro- 
posals and  not  divide  the  club  on  the  matter  at 
all.  This  has  been  done,  and  it  must  now  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that,  whatever  the  fate  of  the 
rules  may  be,  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  has  no  official 
connection  with  them  in  any  way. 


Salmon  "  Passing  the  Grilse  Stage  in  the  Sea." 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  in  a  note  I  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  18,  says : — "  Evidence 
is  accumulating  to  prove  that  the  run  of  small 
spring  salmon— 61b.  to  121b. — so  characteristic  of 
most  rivers,  are  fish  that  have  passed  the  grilse 
stage  in  the  sea  without  entering  fresh  water.  This 
is  quite  anew  light  on  a  vexed  problem." 

I  do  not  think  that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  intended 
to  infer  that  the  idea  that  some  salmon  passed  the 
grilse  stage  in  the  sea  was  a  new  one,  but  merely 
that  evidence  to  prove  it  was  accumulating.  Mr. 


H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  says  that  twenty— perhap  i 
thirty— years  ago  he  enunciated  the  same'  theory, 
and  beheves  he  was  the  first  to  call  attention  t^3  it. 
Now  an  old  salmon  angler  writes  to  point  out  that 
he  has  been  told  of  this  idea  as  long  a.s  he  hjte 
known  anything  on  the  subject,  and  it  has  always' 
seemed  to  him  a  more  plausible  explanation  than 
any  other  for  the  existence  of  those  small  spring 
salmon.    He  adds:  — 

If  you  will  look  at  Major  Traheme's  book  on 
salmon,  at  page  92,  he  says,  summing  up  his 
observations  in  the  previous  chapter:  'I  can 
therefore  only  conclude,  in  the  absence  of  any 
evidence  which  would  lead  us  to  think  otherwise, 
that  thousands  of  smolts  remain  in  the  sea,  grow 
into  grilse,  and  still  remain  there  to  grow  into 
adult  salmon.'  And  then  follows  a  chapter  on 
'  Maiden  Salmon.' 

"Again  in  the  grilse  chapter  in  Willis  Bund's 
book  the  same  idea  is  put  forward  (page  75,  etc.), 
and  he  evidently  thinks  that  in  many  cases  smolts 
do  not  return  as  grilse,  although  he  treats  it  as  a 
more  or  less  open  question  what  they  are." 

"  Salmon  Problems  "  was  published  in  1885,  and 
Major  Traherne's  book  in  1889,  so  that  if  Mr. 
Pennell  is  correct  in  supposing  that  it  was  perhaps 
thirty  years  ago  that  he  enunciated  the  idea  he 
must  have  been  ahead  of  both  the  writers 
mentioned.  Anyway,  it  has  so  far  been  all  theory. 
The  interesting  fact  mentioned  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  was  that  evidence  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
theory  is  accumulating. 

Below  I  give  an  illustrated  article  on  an  American 
method  of  marking  salmon  smolts.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  shall  never  get  much  "  forrarder  "  until 
we  can  identify  grilse  or  salmon  as  having  been 
marked  as  smolts.  The  marks  consist  m  cutting 
two  of  the  fins— not  always  the  same  fins— and  it 
is  said  to  have  been  most  successful  in  proving 
that  a  large  percentage  of  artificially  bred  smolts 
came  back  as  big  fish.  I  fear  the  proof  quoted  is 
not  convincing.    I  wish  it  was. 


The  Marking  of  Artificially  Hatched  Salmon. 

Fish-culturists  the  world  over  will  be  interested 
in  the  outcome  of  experiments  which  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  recently  begun  with 
the  Pacific  salmon.  The  experiments  are  in  con- 
tinuation of  those  first  undertaken  on  the  Columbia 
river  m  1896,  and  consist  of  the  marking  of  a  large 
number  of  artificially  hatched  salmon  and  their 
release  in  the  river.  The  result  of  the  early  experi- 
ments were  so  striking— that  is,  such  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  fish  returned  as  full-grown  salmon, 
and  were  captured  and  reported— that  a  very  strong 
argument  as  to  the  value  of  salmon  culture  was 
afforded,  and  the  present  writer  has  shown*  that  if 
the  hatching  of  salmon  on  the  Pacific  Coast  was  on 
an  average  only  one- tenth  as  successful  as  indicated 
by  the  experiments  the  work  of  the  Government 
was  yieldmg  an  annual  money  return  of  1000  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  salmon  cultivation.  Recent 
experiments  on  the  same  lines  conducted  on  the 
Columbia  by  the  Fish  Commissioner  of  Washington 
have  been  attended  by  noteworthy  results,  f 

With  a  view  to  repeating  the  experiments  on  a 
much  larger  scale,  and  under  conditions  that  would 
ensure  information  of  the  most  reliable  and  varied 
character,  the  present  season's  trials  were  inaugu- 
rated with  both  Chinook  and  blue-back  salmon. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  fins  are  the 
parts  most  readily  marked,  and  that  they  may  be 
mutilated  without  essential  injury.  In  the  fish 
recently  operated  on  the  precaution  was  taken  to 
mark  two  fins,  so  that  the  probability  of  overlooking 
the  mutilations  in  the  adult  would  be  minimised, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  chance  of  mistaking 
accidental  marks  would  be  practically  eliminated. 
Five  different  lots  of  salmon,  aggregating  over 
51,000,  were  used  in  the  experiments— a  number 
large  enough  to  furnish  a  sound  basis  for  deductions. 
The  fish  were  retamed  for  several  weeks  after 
marking,  and  then  planted  in  good  condition  near 
the  hatcheries.  They  were  of  "fingerliog''  size, 
averaging  Sin.  long,  and  the  number,  history,  and 

marks  of  the  various  lots  were  as  follows :  

1.  Eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 

*  "Economic  Aspects  of  National  Fiah-culture 
and  Acclimatisation."  By  HughM.  Soiith.  (Report 
of  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  for  1903 
pp.  14-18.)  ' 
t  ••  Salmon  Marking  Experiments  on  the  PaciSc 
Coast.  '  By  Hugh  M.  Smith.  (The  American  Fish 
Culturist,  March,  1904,  pp.  9,  10.), 
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Chinook  salmon  from  eggs  taken  at  the  Clackamas 
(Oregon)  hatchery,  Oct.  16  to  Oct.  20, 1903 ;  planted 
in  Qackamas  river  May  18  to  Jime  15,  1904. 
Marked  ~by  removal  of  the  adipose  fin  and  anterior 
half  of  dorsal  fin. 

2.  Ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Chinook  salmon  eggs  taken  at  Rogue  river  (Oregon) 
station,  Oct.  30,  1903 ;  planted  in  Qackamas  river 


Illustbations  showing  how  Two  Fins  aee  Cut, 

THUS  MAKING  IT  ALMOST  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  MISTAKE 
A  FISH  SO  MAEKED. 

Jvme  20  to  June  25,  1904.  Marked  by  removal  of 
adipose  fin  and  posterior  half  of  anal  fin. 

3.  Nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  Chinook 
salmon  from  eggs  taken  at  Mill  Creek  (California) 
station,  on  Sacramento  river,  Dec.  15,  1903; 
planted  in  Oackamas  river  July  12  and  13,  1904. 
Marked  by  removal  of  adipose  fin  and  anterior  half 
of  anal  fin. 

4.  Nine  thousand  eight  hundred  Chinook  salmon 
from  eggs  taken  at  Little  White  Salmon  (Washing- 
ton) station,  in  the  fall  of  1903  ;  planted  in  Columbia 
river  July  25, 1904.  Marked  by  removal  of  adipose 
fin  and  posterior  half  of  dorsal  fin; 

5.  Ten  thousand  blue-back  salmon  from  eggs 
taken  at  Baker  Lake,  Washington,  November,  1903 ; 
planted  in  lower  Baker  river  Nov.  1 1 , 1 904.  Marked 
by  removal  of  'adipose  fin  and  one  ventral  fin. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  addressed  to  the 
salmon  interests  of  the  Pacific  Coast  a  circular  in 
which  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  Columbia 
river  experiments  are  described,  and  fishermen,  can- 
ners,  anglers,  and  citizens  generally  are  urged  to  co- 
operate with  the  Bureau,  so  that  whenever  a  marked 
fish  is  caught  the  date  and  place  of  capture  and  the 
weight  shall  be  noted,  and  a  strip  of  skin  including 
the  two  marked  fins  forwarded  to  the  Bureau.  The 
circular  requests  those  engaged  in  the  propagation 
of  salmon  to  mark  no  fish  in  a  similar  way  for  at 
least  three  years  in  order  that  the  results  anticipated 
from  the  present  experiments  may  not  be  obscured. 
It  is  expected  that  the  marked  fish  which  survive 
the  down-stream  journey  and  their  long  ocean 
sojourn  will  return  to  the  rivers  to  spawn  in  1906-8, 
and  that  large  numbers  will  be  caught  and  reported. 
The  following  points  in  the  life  of  the  species  ought 
to  be  conclusively  established : — 

(a)  The  percentage  of  artificially  hatched  salmon 
that  return  to  the  rivers  as  adult  fish  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  influence  of  artificial  propagation  on  the 
salmon  supply. 

(6)  The  duration  of  the  ocean  life  of  the  salmon, 
and  the  average  annual  increase  in  weight  resulting 
from  prolonging  the  ocean  residence  beyond  the 
second  year. 


(c)  The  tenability  of  the  "  parent  stream  "  theory ; 
and  the  extent  to  which  young  salmon  planted  in 
particular  parts  of  the  Columbia  basin  return  when 
mature  to  other  parts  of  that  basin  and  to  other 
rivers. 

(d)  Whether  the  salmon  hatched  from  eggs 
deposited  by  the  early  or  the  late  runs  of  fish 
always  return  to  the  streams  at  the  same  season 
that  their  parents  did  ;  or  whether  the  particular 
month  when  salmon  enter  the  rivers  is  quite 
independent  of  the  time  when  their  parents  came 
in  from  salt  water. 

(e)  Whether  salmon  whose  parents  frequented 
other  streams  behave  any  differently  from  native 
fish  when  planted  in  the  Columbia. 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries,       Hugh  M.  Smith. 
Washington,  D.C. 

A  Note  from  Russia. 

Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  writes  from  St.  Peters- 
burg on  March  14 : — 

" '  The  mirror  has  no  merit  in  reflecting  the 
image  of  a  beautiful  face  ;  the  echo  in  giving  back 
the  sound  of  a  pleasant  voice.' 

"That  is  what  I  thought,  my  dear  Mr.  Marston, 
when  reading  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  11 
your  very  friendly  and  flattering  note  regarding 
myself. 

"If  I  have  made  such  a  favourable  impression 
on  my  English  friends  when  we  first  met,  it  is 
because  I  have  been  'the  mirror  and  the  echo.' 
Since  my  first  visit  to  England  in  1883,  and  in  all 
my  subsequent  visits,  I  have  met  with  nothing  but 
the  greatest  kindness  and  courtesy.  Under  these 
circumstances,  is  there  any  merit  in  my  having 
given  back  something  of  that  which  was  meted  out 
to  me  so  lavishly  ? 

"With  best  wishes  for  your] prosperity  and  that 
of  all  my  English  friends." 

In  a  private  letter  the  Baron  tells  me  of  their 
anxiety  about  the  fate  of  his  son,  a  young  ofiicer 
who  volunteered  for  service  in  Manchuria  directly 
the  war  began,  and  who  has  highly  distinguished 
himself.  Since  the  recent  terrible  fighting  they 
have  had  no  news  of  him.  Whatever  we  may  think 
of  Russian  policy,  we  can  all  wish  her  land  may 
soon  have  peace  again. 

That  Campbell  River  Salmon  Fishing. 

Mr.  Harry  Burroughes  sends  me  this  interesting 
note : — 

"Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  a  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  18  relating  to  fishing  off 
Campbell  river,  Vancouver  Island,  B.C.  Colonel 
CunlifEe  says  there  was  no  cannery  there  in  June, 
1904.    I  was  there  at  the  end  of  last  July  (1904) ; 
at  that  time   a  cannery  was  in  full  swing  at 
Kuathiaski  Cove,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Camp- 
bell river,  and,  at  the  outside,  two  miles  from  the 
best  fishing :  this  place  is  not  at  all  out  of  the  way, 
as  steamers  are  continually  passing  and  stopping 
on   the  way  to  Vancouver  and   Victoria  from 
northern  ports,  besides  which  every  cannery  has 
its  own  steamer.    I  fear  this  cannery  cannot  fail 
to  spoil  the  salmon  trolling.    I  have  fished  there 
three  consecutive  years,  1902  to  1904,  and  was  there 
when  Doctor  Dickson  made  his  miraculous  draught 
in  1903 ;  even  then  the  place  was  becoming  too 
well  known.    This  year  there  was  a  new  hotel, 
which  brought  an  influx  of  fishermen.    I  person- 
ally found  a  large  iron  hook,  bought  in  Victoria,  and 
lashed  on  to  a  very  strong  7ft.  pole,  much  more 
efficacious  than  an  ordinary  salmon  gafi.    In  1903 
I  saw  a  large  fish  swim  away  with  one  of  the  latter 
in  his  side,  after  having  nearly  dragged  the  Indian 
out  of  the  canoe  and  breaking  a  strong  new  line,  not 
trace — traces  are  not  the  slightest  use — the  best  plan 
being  to  attach  the  spoon  on  to  the  line,  and  then 
put  two  small  leads  the  length  of  the  rod  above 
the  spoon.    The  immensely  heavy  leads  used  by  so 
many  are  not  in  the  least  necessary.    Fox,  fishing 
tackle  maker.  Government- street,  Victoria,  Van- 
couver Island,  made  a  great  many  spoons  to  my 
order,  and  the  larger  the  spoon  the  better.  The 
Indians  always  use  a  single  hook,  but  I  have  seen 
many  big  fish  killed  with  the  triangle  also.    A  very 
strong,  two-jointed  rod  is  the  best,  and  certainly 
two  hundred  yards  of  very  strong  line.     I  hope 
these  few  hints  may  be  of  some  use  to  anyone 
thinking  of  fishing  in  these  waters ;  but  I  fear  next 
season  the  fishing  will  be  much   spoilt  by  the 
cannery,  and  there  will  be  too  many  anglers.  I 
may  add  that^the  hotel  is  very  clean,  comfortable, 
and  reasonable." 


The  S2lb.  Solvvay  Salmon. 
Mr.  Jos.  Johnstone,  of   Carlisle,    very  kindly 
sends  me  the  following  particulars  of  the  521b. 
salmon : — 

"Dear  Sir, — Hearing  that  a  52lb.  salmon  had 
been  caught  by  the  haaf-net  at  Bowness-on-Solway, 
I  asked  the  landlord  of  the  King's  Arms  Hotel  to 
get  me  particulars,  and  have  pleasure  in  enclosing 
his  letter.  The  particulars  given  may  be  interest- 
ing to  some  of  your  readers. — Yours  faithfully, 

"Jos.  Johnstone. 

" «  Dear  Mr;  Johnstone, — Thanks  for  Gazette.  I 
give  you  the  particulars  of  salmon  caught  here  by 
Thomas  Percival.  Weight,  521b.,  length.  4ft.  lin., 
girth,  2ft.  7in.— Yours  truly,  'M.  Irvin.'  " 


Weeds  on  Lakes  and  Rivers. 

No  one  need  be  bothered  with  weeds  in  lakes 
and  rivers  now,  as  Mr.  Percy  Wadham's  patent 
"  Simplex  "  Aquatic  Weed  Cutter  has  proved  a  first- 
rate  practical  success.  Having  seen  it  in  the  rough, 
and  advised  Mr.  Wadham  to  bring  it  out,  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  such  good  testimonials  as  are 
given  in  his  illustrated  prospectus  and  price  list, 
which  can  be  had  as  per  his  advertisement.  The 
machine  can  be  set  to  cut  at  any  depth  down  to 
8ft.,  two  men  can  work  it,  and  it  costs  only  £5. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


MANY  HAPPY  KETUENS. 


On  March  28  Sir  WilUam  Howard  Russell  cele- 
brated his  eighty-fifth  birthday.  Few  men  have 
seen  so  much  of  war  as  Sir  William  Russell,  who  is 
rightly  called  the  "  Father  of  War  Correspondents." 
He  was  the  first  man  who  ever  served  a  newspaper 
in  that  capacity,  and  it  is  curious  to  reflect  that  it 
seems  quite  possible  that  he  has  lived  long  enough 
to  see  war  correspondents  forbidden  to  go  to  the 
front,  if  we  may  judge  from  experience  in  the  present 
war.  The  Ust  of  wars  in  which  Sir  William  Russell 
has  been  at  the  front  is  a  long  one.  The  first  was 
the  Danish  war  in  Schleswig-Holstein  in  1850.  Then 
followed  in  succession  the  Crimean  war,  1854-56; 
the  Indian  Mutiny,  1857-58 ;  the  Italian  campaign, 
1859;  the  American  Civil  war,  1861-62;  the  Danish 
war,  1864;  the  Austro-Prussian  war,  1866;  the 
Franco -Prussian  war,  1870;  the  Zulu  war  and  the 
Boer  war,  1879-80 ;  and  the  Egyptian  war,  1882. 
He  went  with  the  King  (then  the  Prince  of  Wales) 
to  Egypt  and  the  East  in  1868,  and  to  India  in 
1875.  Forty-five  years  ago  he  founded  the  Army 
and  Navy  Gazette,  and  his  name  still  figures  on  the 
title-page  as  editor. — Daily  Graphic. 

[Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  already  know  that 
Sir  William  has  alwavs  been  a  very  keen  angler, — 
Ed.]  '  


CEYSTAL  PALACE  ANGLING 
TOUENAMENT. 


The  angling  competition  for  the  Crystal  Palace 
Ten  Guinea  Silver  Cup,  given  by  the  Crystal 
Palace  Company,  to  be  competed  for  by  exhibitors 
at  the  Sports'  Exhibition,  1904,  was  held  in  the 
Great  Lake,  Crystal  Palace,  on  Saturday,  March  25, 
The  following  is  a  Ust  of  the  competitors  :  — 
A.     Sherwood     (Penge  E.  Kinman  (private). 

Anglers),  i  j  J.  Gillsan  (private), 

C.  Rawlings  (Junior  Pis- 1  W.Streeton  (Bermondsey 

catorials).  1  Const.). 

G.  Galley  (Social  Bros.).  H.  Templeman  (Walham 
S.       Jeuner       (Putney      Green  and  Chohea). 

Anglers).  1  W.  Moyler  (Oglanders). 

J.  Watne  (City  of  London  !  A.  Glass  (unaitactied). 

Piscatorial).  j  H.     Docker  (Seymour 

C.  Pettitt  (Silver  Trout).  {  Brothers). 
R.E.Wilson(unattached).  |  R.Wellman  (unattached). 
A.T.Wilson  (unattached),  i  J.    Sullivan  (Woolwich 
Mrs.  Prideaux  (private),  i  Invicta). 

Stewards. 

C.  Jones  (Penge  Anglers).  A.  Dingate  (Walham  Gr. ). 

A.  J.  Nash  (Social  Bros.).  (Oglandera). 

R.  Jacobs  (Silver  Trout).   G.      Kendall  (Crystal 
Palace  Co.). 

Unfortunately,  the  day  was  very  cold,  and,  as 
was  perhaps  to  be  expected  for  so  late  in  the 
season,  the  takes  were  not  very  large. 

The  cup  winner  was  Mr.  A.  Sherwood,  who 
represented  the  Penge  Anglers,  who  came  in  first 
with  a  carp,  weight  lib.  3Joz.,  closely  followed  by 
Mr.  Warne,  iCity  of  London  Piscatorials,  with  a 
fine  roach,  weight  1  lb.  fozi 
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THE  FISHING  TACKLE  LIST  OF 
THE  ABMY  AND  NAVY 
CO-OPEEATIVE  SOCIETY,  LTD. 


The  "A.  &  N."  fishing  tackle  list  continues 
to  grow  in  size,  or,  rather,  in  number  of  pages,  for 
the  size  is  still  the  handy  4^in.  by  5|in.  book.  The 
list  for  1905  contains  some  useful  and  interesting 
novelties,  of  one  or  two  of  which  we  give  illustra- 
tions. The  "Premier  "  gu-th  is  really  a  belt  fitted 
with  the  patent  '-A.  &  N_"  spring  ring,  to  be 
referred  to  presently,  for  oarrjdng  ga£F,  landing- 
net,  etc.  Tlie  "Premier"  Double  Tapered  solid 
plaited  oil-dressed  line  is  waterproofed  in  the  open 
air,  each  series  of  dressing  being  carefully  rubbed 
down  by  hand— certainly  the  result  is  excellent  as 


The  "A.  &  N."  have  always  made  a  feature  of  their 
salmon  and  trout  gut  casts,  and  they  are  excellent, 
and  all  made  upon  the  premises  from  gut  imported 
direct  from  Spain.  I  think  the  fine  undrawn  trout 
casts  are  about  the  best  I  have  ever  seen,  in  fact,  I 
was  so  sceptical  about  the  gut  being  really  undrawn 
that  the  manager  sent  me  some  of  the  gut  as  they 
get  it  in  bundles  to  convince  me  that  some  of  it 
was  very  long  and  fine— not,  of  course,  so  fine  as 
the  finest  drawn  gut;  The  gut  in  the  bundles  still 
had  the  crinkled  ends,  so  I  do  not  see  how  it  could 
have  been  drawn  unless  it  can  be  put  through  the 
plate  in  that  condition.  This  gut  is  so  good  as  well 
as  fine  that  it  makes  one  hope  the  very  fine  undrawn 
may  yet  be  manufactured.  The  salmon  casts  and 
grilse  casts  are  first-rate— the  Is.  6d.  three-yard 
grilse  cast  will  lift  a  dead  weight  of  71b. 

The   "Premier'!  Waterproof    Fishing  Bag  is 


dry  up  and  shrink  so  much  that  the  fish  dd.not 

gain  in  appearance.  '  ^ 

A  capital  thing  is  the  "Westminster"  Fly 
Dresser's  Cabinet,  made  of  polished  mahogany 
size  12^  by  9^  by  3|in.,  with  partition,  tray  to  Idi 
out,  lock  and  key.  One  box  is  fitted  with  trout 
and  sea-trout  fly  material,  another  with  material  for 
salmon  flies.  The  Trout  Fly  Cabinet  contains:— 
1  pair  scissors,  1  pair  tweezers,  1  pair  hackle 
tweezers,  1  stiletto,  1  file,  1  fly  vice.  1  bottle  varnish, 
wax,  furs  in  7  colours,  5  reels  floss  silk,  4  reels 
tying  silk,  7  reels  gossamere  silk,  8  reels  tinsel, 
100  Limerick  hooks  (tapered  shanks),  100  eyed 
hooks,  200  gut  (fine  and  medium),  2  gross  natural 
hackles,  2  pair  starling's  wings,  2  pair  woodcock 
wings,  1  pair  landrail  wings,  2  pair  snipe  wings, 
1  pair  blue  jay  wings ;  complete,  price  508.  The 
Salmon  Box  contains  (with  materials  for  grilse 


Tke  "  Battiscombe  "  AtJTOMATro  Whiffing  Lead 
Kegistebed,  Non-Kinking  (Query— -Ed.,  F.O.).  ' 


The  "Bekesfged  '  Sea  Fishing  Outfit. 


The  "Pbestiee,"  Watebpkooi' 
Fishing  Bag. 


The  "  Westminsteb  "  Fly  Deessee's  Cabinet. 


The  "A.  &  N."  Brass  Spbing 
Ring  Attachment. 


The  "Peemiee"  Gibth, 


Pigskin  Fly  Book. 


Oil  -  Bottle 
Pocket  on 
Steap  of 
Ceeel. 


The  "Peemiee"  Fishing  Basket. 


far  as  one  can  judge ;  in  fact,  the  line  appears  to 
be  dressed  just  as  recommended  by  the  late  Major 
J.  P.  Traheme,  whose  lines  were  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  them.  They  are  made  in  three  sizes 
for  trout — fine,  medium,  and  stout.  The  medium 
is  what  I  should  select  for  dry-fly  fishing,  and  in 
four  sizes  for  salmon.  The  "A.  &  N."  Brass 
Spring  Ring  attachment  is,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  illustration,  a  ring  with  a  spring  joint,  and  a 
holder  which  can  be  attached  to  one's  basket  in  a 
minute  or  two  by  taking  off  the  plate,  pushing 
screws  through,  and  then  screwing  them  mto  the 
plate.  Personally,  I  should  prefer  the  ordinary 
ring  sewn  on  to  the  basket,  as  a  net  or  gaff  hanging 
in  a  ring  standing  out  at  right  angles  would  wobble 
about  uncomfortably.  Of  course,  by  turning  this 
ring  upside  down  it  acts  just  as  one  sewn  on  would, 
and  the  wobbling  is  got  over. 


fitted  with  the  new  girth  with  a  leather  pocket  on  it 
{see  illustration)  for  carrying  the  oil  bottle — this  is 
a  distinctly  good  idea  as  there  is  no  fear  of  leaving 
the  oil  bottle  behind,  or  of  the  oil  staining  your 
coat.  The  bag  is  well  designed  and  has  two  outside 
pockets,  one  division  with  two  partitions,  one  plain 
division,  and  a  detachable  back  pocket  for  carrying 
fish :  it  also  has  the  "  A.  &  N."  Spring  Ring  at  side 
for  carrying  landing-net.'  It  is  a  first-rate  bag,  but 
a  bit  heavy,  and  anglers  nowadays  want  sweetness 
and  lightness. 

The  "Premier".  Fishing  Basket  also  has  the 
"  A.  &  N."  folding  sprmg  ring  at  the  side  for 
holding  the  landing-net,  etc.  This  basket  has  a 
ventilated  front,  with  waterproof  pocket  on  inside 
of  lid  for  carrying  fly  book,  etc.  It  is  best  English 
wicker  with  brass  mounts.  The  only  objection 
to  ventilation  is  that  the  skins  and  Gns  of  trout 


and  salmon  flies) : — 1  pair  scissors,  1  pau-  hackle 
tweezers,  1  stiletto,  1  file,  1  fly  vice.  1  bottle  varnish, 
wax,  furs  in  7  colours,  5  reels  floss  silk,  4  reels 
tying  silk,  7  reels  gossamere  silk,  8  reels  tmsel,  100 
Limerick  hooks  (tapered  shanks),  5  dozen  eyed 
hooks,  3  dozen  twisted  gut  lengths,  100  single  gut 
lengths,  2  gross  dyed  hackles,  3  dozen  Indian  crow 
feathers,  3  dozen  jungle  cock,  6  dozen  mallards, 
4  dozen  toucan,  2  kingfisher  skins,  6  swan  feathers, 
3  turkey  tails,  bustard,  peacock  wing,  macaw  tail, 
and  ostrich,  3  dozen  crests,  3  dozen  guinea-fowl, 
3  dozen  teal,  3  dozen  frills  ;  complete,  price  75s. 
The  amateur  salmon  or  trout  angler  who  can  dress 
his  own  flies  will  find  this  cabinet  very  useful. 

The  "  A.  &  N."  Fishing  Department  caters  for 
every  class  of  anglers  ;  their  new  "  Beresford  "  Sea 
Fishing  Outfit  is  a  most  complete  and  practical  out- 
fit for  sea  fishing,  and  in  addition  to  two  rods,  con- 
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tains  two  reels— in  fact,  two  or  more  of  everything 
necessary  for  fishing  for  bass,  mackerel,  pollack, 
ood,  conger,  whiting,  and  flatfish.  Noah  ought  to 
have  had  this  outfit  in  the  Ark. 

Pigskin  Fly  Books. — These  are  made  with  parch- 
ment leaves  and  pockets  for  flies  on  gut,  and  with 
xylonite  leaves  and  clips  for  flies  on  eyed  hooks. 

The  "  Battiscombe  "  Sea  Lead  is  a  puzzle  to  me — 
it  is  supposed  to  prevent  kinking,  and  yet  the  line 
is  made  to  revolve  in  a  tube  on  which  the  lead 
bangs.  I  understand  this  lead  is  made  so  that  the 
line  cannot  revolve  without  turning  the  lead  over 
with  it.  If  the  lead  kinks  the  line  it  must  be  a  bad 
shape  indeed,  for  the  object  of  an  underhung  lead  is 
to  prevent  kinking.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


CONCEENING  FLOATS. 


No.  XIV.— THE  LEA  FLOATS.— continued. 


[Continued  from  page  207,) 

IdgU  Legering  —  Shots  v.  Pear-shaped  Lead.-^ 
It  is  astonishing  how  an  angler  may  fish  for  years, 
and  perhaps  die,  without  noticing  anything  wrong. 
Thousands  of  anglers  have  lived  and  died  who 
never  knew  that  "transparent  olive"  is  the  best 
colour  for  quill-floats.  I  wonder  how  many  have 
lived  and  died  who  never  knew  that  a  tapered  cork 
pike-float  is  infinitely  better  to  use  in  every  respect 
than  one  shaped  like  a  beer-barrel.  In  the  fish 
sketch,  with  only  12in.,  or  at  most  I5in.,  of  No.  2 
plaited  line — called  a  "topping" — with  the  line 
very  little  deflected  between  the  top  of  the  rod  and 
the  float ;  how  is  it  possible  for  an  angler  to  hook  a 
fish  without  striking  straight  on  the  lead  ?  Yet 
many  Lea  anglers  think  they  can.  A  glance  at  the 
sketch  will  show  what  I  mean.  Whereas,  in  the 
case  of  the  float  weighted  with  shots  it  is  a 
hundred  to  one  against  a  fish  moving  or  lifting  the 
single  shot  without  affecting  the  float.  When 
using  the  lead  it  is  no  use  to  strike  when  the  float 
trembles,  and  unless  the  fish  is  allowed  to  take  the 
float  under  or  away,  the  angler  will  miss  fish  after 
fish.  I  have  repeatedly  seen  it.  One  must  lift 
the  lead,  so  to  speak,  to  send  the  hook  home, 
while  in  the  case  of  the  shots  the  fish  to  a  very 
great  extent  does  it  for  one.  Shots  do  not  fray 
the  line  like  a  bullet  or  lead,  and  the  novice 


A,  surface  oE  water;  B,  12in.  strike;  C,  ground- 
bait  "cupped"  over  hook  or  actual  bait;  D,  river 
bed,  lowest  No.  3  shot  about  midway  between  hook 
and  four  shots,  which  should  be  fixed  just  above 
loop  of  the  gut  or  hair  line  as  per  sketch. 


should  never  use  too  short  or  too  whippy  a  rod ; 
the  movement  of  the  top  of  the  rod  is  simultaneous 
with  that  of  the  butt,  and  this  could  not  be  the 
case  were  it  too  pliant.  He  should  never  use  more 
weight  than  is  required  for  the  current,  or  too  long 
a  line  from  the  top  of  his  rod  to  his  float,  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  inches  is  quiet  enough ;  and  the 
rod  should  be  held  so  that  the  white  tip  of  the 
float  shows  above  the  surface.  When  the  exact 
depth  has  been  obtained,  the  fioat  should  be  moved 
up  the  line  about  twelve  inches,  and  this  allows  the 
shots  or  lead  to  rest  on  the  ground,  with  the  point 
of  the  rod  held  upstream  retarding  the  float. 

A  Delicate  Stroke. — When  floating  or  following 
the  float  with  the  top  of  one's  rod,  with  the  bait 
clear  of  the  ground,  it  is  straight  over  the  fish, 
and  what  I  call  a  delicate  stroke  or  masterly 
effort  by  an  expert  would  not  raise  the  rod-top 
more  than  four  to  six  inches ;  whereas  a  beginner 
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would  do  one  of  two  things — he  would  either 
sharply  raise  his  rod  two  feet  or  more  and  risk  a 
break,  or  he  would  pull  his  float  out  of  the  water 
and  the  bait  from  the  fish's  mouth  without  the 
slightest  chance  of  hooking  his  quarry.  When  a 
novice  can  hook  his  fish  with  a  strike  as  described, 
he  may  conclude  that  he  is  on  the  high  road  to 
success.  Many  beginners  strike  much  too  hard, 
and  nothing  but  practice  will  overcome  this  bad 
habit.  The  fact  is,  a  clever  Lea  angler  seldom 
raises  his  arms  from  his  knees  when  hooking  a  fish, 
the  action  being  simply  a  turn  of  the  wrist,  or,  I 


A,  pear-shaped  lead  sinker;  B,  stop  shot;  C,  fish 
taken  bait,  and  float  drawn  under  water. 

may  say,  wrists,  as  the  left  hand,  although  practic- 
ally supporting  the  rod  (see  sketch),  does  not 
interfere,  but  rather  aids  a  perfect  action  from  the 
wrists ;  and  although  the  rod  may  be  held  differently 
by  other  anglers,  I  think  beginners  cannot  do 
better  than  follow  Mr.  Malcom's  plan,  who  has 
caught  more  roach  21b;  in  weight  and  over  than 
any  angler  I  ever  knew — six  in  cases  at  present. 

Cupping. — This  is  a  simple  operation,  and  is  per- 
formed by  putting  a  pellet  of  well-kneaded  bread  and 
bran,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  without  the  shell, 
into  the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  and  with  the  thumb 
of  the  right  hand  make  a  hollow  or  cup  in  the  centre 
of  the  pellet;  into  this  cup  put  the  hook  baited 


Mr.  F.  Malcom. 


with  paste,  gentles,  wheat,  etc.,  then  close  it  up,  and 
all  is  ready.  The  rod  should  be  held  well  up,  and 
the  pellet  lowered  into  one's  swim  and  not  cast  in. 
So  "  cupping  is  really  ground-baiting,  what  may  be 
termed  craftily,  by  aid  of  the  hook  (see  sketch).  In 
this  way.  The  small  fry  nibble  and  taste  the  pellet 
and  gradually  disperse  it.  One  knows  that  this  is 
going  on  by  the  action  of  the  float — it  will  tremble 
and  quiver,  shghtly  sink  and  then  rise  up,  very 
similar  to  a  pike-float  when  a  small  jack  tackles  a 
bait  too  large  for  him.  Presently  a  pounder  comes 
sailing  along  and  takes  the  bait.    "Cupping,"  as 
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desctibed  above,  i3  for  light  legering  tackle ;  but 
when  floating  or  fishing  off  the  bottom  the  bread 
and  bran  should  be  mixed  softer,  lowered  into  the 
swim  as  before,  and  then  released  by  shaking  the 
top  of  the  rod,  it  then  floats  down  the  swim  in  a 
line  with  the  float,  and  attracts  the  fish. 

The  Rod  to  Use. — "In  my  opinion,"  says  Mr. 
Clay  (and  he  is  no  mean  wielder  of  the  Lea  roach- 
pole),  "  the  best  length  for  all-round  work  is  a  rod 
18ft.  6in.,  or  18ft.  9in.  at  the  most,  and  it  should 
weigh  under  30oz.,  though  the  lightest  pole  is  not 
necessarily  the  easiest  to  handle  by  any  means." 
And  this  is  a  mistake  a  great  number  of  anglers 
make  ;  they  think  it  is.  "  The  rod  which  I  have 
found  best  is  one  with  the  butt  and  next  joint 
made  of  mahogany  and  the  remainder  made  of 
cane.  Many  anglers  prefer  rods  built  throughout 
of  cane,  but  my  experience  is  that  a  sharper  action 
can  be  obtained  by  having  a  mahogany  butt.  A 
most  useful  addition  to  any  roach-pole  is  a  whale- 
bone tip,  by  means  of  which  many  a  good  fish  will 
be  creeled  that  otherwise  might  have  been  lost,  as 
thereby  too  hard  striking  is  greatly  minimised." 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  a  rod  would  be 
benefited  to  an  extent  little  dreamt  of  by  those  who 
have  never  used  them,  by  having  a  whalebone  tip. 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  always  have  a  good  stock  of 
first-class  roach-poles  to  choose  from,  and  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  they  sell  rods,  reels,  lines,  and 
every  requisite  to  catch  both  sea  and  fresh-water 
fish  at  very  moderate  prices  to  suit  all  classes  of 
anglers.  A. 
{To  be  coniinued.) 


A  NEW  KODAK. 


THE  NO.  2  FOLDING  BROWNIE. 


Our  readers  will  be  interested  in  the  new  cheap 
but  eflScient  camera  which  the  enterprising  Kodak 
Company  is  now  putting  upon  the  market.  The 
new  Kodak  is  a  folding  model  of  the  phenomenally 
successful  Brownie,  and  is  called  the  No.  2  Folding 
Brownie.  The  new  Kodak  is  offered  at  21s.,  a  price 
which  brings  it  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  at  which 
it  is  exceedingly  good  value.  For  special  features 
it  has  the  highly  valued  and  fascinating  folding 
form ;  a  compactness  which  reflects  the  utmost 
credit  upon  its  designer ;  the  special  everset  auto- 
matic shutter  giving  a  full  range  of  exposures ;  and 
a  new  focussing  device.  Concerning  the  all-im- 
portant question  of  portability,  it  is  enough  to  point 
out  that  when  closed  the  No.  2  Folding  Brownie 
measures  only  7in.  by  3Jin.  by  2in.  It  is  therefore 
very  easily  carried  in  the  pocket,  on  a  cycle,  in  the 
hand,  or  in  the  angler's  creel  or  bag,  and,  weighing 


[  The  No.  2  Folding  Brownie,  Price  21s, 

only  15oz.,  it  never  becomes  burdensome,  even  on  a 
prolonged  walking  tour  or  excursion.  The  shutter 
of  the  No.  2  Folding  Brownie  is  the  Brownie  auto- 
matic. The  lens  is  a  meniscus  of  good  quality, 
provided  with  Iris  diaphragm  stop  with  three 
indicated  apertures.  The  focussing  device  is  worthy 
of  the  highest  commendation,  and  the  new  camera 
derives  a  large  measure  of  its  good  value  from  this 
useful  accessory.  The  camera  springs  open  in  the 
maimer  usual  with  Kodaks  on  pressing  the  concealed 
button  at  the  top  of  the  camera,  and  the  base  board 
is  firmly  fixed  in  position  by  the  spring  struts  at  the 
side.  The  front  of  the  camera  is  drawn  out  by  the 
finger  and  thumb  until  it  is  checked  and  held  by 
the  ingenious  locking  catch  on  the  side  of  the  base 
board  opposite  the  finder.  This  locking  catch  auto- 
matically fixes  the  front  at  one  of  three  positions, 
representing  respectively  8ft.,  20ft.,  and  100ft. 
between  the  camera  and  the  object.  All  one  has  to 
do  is  to  set  the  catch  by  downward  pressure  on  the 
lever,  and  movement  right  or  left,  to  the  slot  repre- 
senting the  distance  at  which  one  is  working,  and 
pull  out  the  camera  to  its  limit.    The  simphcity  of 
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this  provision  cannot  fail  to  commend  itself  to  all 
hand  camera  workers.  With  the  catch  at  20ft.  the 
No.  2  Folding  Brownie  is  practically  a  fixed  focus 
camera,  with  the  same  capabilities  as  the  No.  2 
Brownie.  Set  at  8ft.  the  camera  will  be  correct  for 
figure  or  three-quarter  figure,  and  will  give  much 
better  results  with  this  class  of  subject  than  can  be 
obtained  with  an  absolutely  fixed  foous  camera  ; 
while  set  at  the  100ft.  catch  the  camera  is  ready 
for  views  in  which  there  are  no  very  near  objects. 
The  No.  2  Folding  Brownie  gives  pictures  similar 
in  size  to  the  No.  2  Brownie— namely,  3|in.  by2iin. 
takes  the  usual  No.  2  Brownie  spool,  and  is  loaded 
and  unloaded  in  daylight  in  the  now  well-known 
Kodak  manner. 


SOME  EASTEE  QUAETEES. 

Easter  anglers  are  easily  classified.  They  are 
either  salmon  anglers,  pure  and  simple,  finnock 
and  sea-trout,  or  brown  trout  anglers.  Sometimes 
all  three  kinds  of  fish  may  be  got,  and  are  often 
sought  after ;  but  those  who  know  better,  and  desire 
to  taste  the  joys  of  either  where  there  is  the  best 
chance,  seek  for  them  in  separate  quarters. 

Most  of  the  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  fettle  for 
salmon  fishmg.  There  is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the 
middle,  and  especiaUy  the  upper,  waters  of  all  the 
longer  east  coast  rivers ;  and  although  the  lower 
reaches  are  somewhat  sparsely  populated  on  account 
of  the  protracted  storms  on  the  coast,  and  conse- 
queiit  slump  in  the  salmon  supply,  yet  the  April 
run  is  now  on,  and  heavier  and  better  fish  are  now 
bemg  met  with  than  is  the  case  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season.  Where  fisheries  are  not  in  private  hands 
they  are,  as  a  rule,  now  attached  to  some  angling 
hotel.  Very  few  so-called  open  waters  are  of  much 
account  for  sprmg  salmon  fishing,  and  when  they 
are  they  are  pretty  well  looked  after.  However, 
there  are  one  or  two  spots,  such  as  the  Don  at 
Kintore  and  Inverurie,  the  Deveron  at  Huntly,  the 
Lossie  at  Elgin,  etc.,  where  there  is  the  chance  of  a 
salmon,  and  where  quarters  and  arrangements  can 
be  made  on  the  easiest  of  terms  possible. 

The  sea- trout  (including  finnock  or  whitling) 
angler  has  a  wider  field.  While  many  of  the  best 
reaches  are  either  in  private  hands  or  attached  to 
some  hotel,  yet  there  are  many— and  they  are  in  the 
majority— places  to  be  picked  up  at  a  nominal 
figure,  and  they  are  well  worth  going  to,  especially 
now  that  the  Easter  prospects  have  been  so  much 
enhanced  by  the  recent  floods.  The  best  of  all 
rivers  on  the  east  coast  for  finnock  or  whitUng, 
with  an  occasional  sea-trout  and  the  off-chance  of 
a  salmon,  are  the  Ythan  and  Ugie,  the  Findhorn 
and  Lossie,  and  the  Shin.  Hotel  waters  there  are 
m  plenty  in  addition  to  these  or  on  these  rivers, 
but  these  will  be  found  in  the  advertisement  columns. 
The  North  and  South  Esks  are  also  good  reaches, 
and  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  the  Hydropathic  at 
Murtle  has  a  fine  stretch  of  first-class  finnock  water 
for  those  staying  at  the  house.  On  all  the  tidals 
fishing  may  be  had  at  nominal  charges,  and  this 
April  promises  well.  The  sport  is  grand,  and  those 
who  have  once  tasted  it  to  any  extent  prefer  a 
morning  among  the  finnock  to  anything  else 
at  present  agoing.  Fresh  up  from  the  sea  the 
finnock  take  the  fly  readily.  The  larger  sizes  of 
ordiaary  brown  trout  flies  answer  well.  Then  there 
are  the  specials.  The  Dunkeld  Terror,  Palmer 
(scarlet)  Creeper,  the  Alexandra  Creeper,  the 
Double  Saltoun— two  fully  dressed  Saltouns  tied 
aok  to  back,  but  half-an-inch  apart— the  Zulu, 
with  all  its  favourite  tags,  are  among  a  few  of  the 
most  popular,  and  just  now  all  the  rage  with  the 
successful  tidal  angler.  The  tube  and  Devon  work 
well  in  coloured  waters,  and  the  worm,  of  course, 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  care  to  use  it,  but  on 
reserved  waters  it  is  now  being  prohibited.  Like 
the  prawn  for  salmon,  it  is  of  evil  repute. 

The  brown  trout  angler  may  roam  at  will  almost 
anywhere,  but  I  would  advise  him  against  seeking 
sport  in  the  higher  and  consequently  colder  waters 
of  Highland  rivers.  The  trout  will  not  rise  there 
to  the  fly  till  the  warm  days  of  May  and  June  are 
with  us.  It  is  stark  madness  to  expect  otherwise 
with  the  hillsides  coated  with  the  snow  of  March  24, 
and  the  winter's  scars  still  clinging  deep  and  fresh 
on  every  hand.  There  are  some  fine  waters  on  the 
Don.  The  burgh  at  Kmtore  can  be  fished  at  Is.  6d. 
a  day,  and  it  is  the  cheapest  and  best  fishery  in 
Scotland  for  brown  trout,  with  an  off-chance  of  a 
salmon.  The  Inverurie  hotels  have  rods  attached 
to  them,  either  free  or  at  a  few  shillings  a  day,  and 


the  fish  are  in  good  condition,  rising  freely,  and 
every  day  adding  to  their  shape  and  colour.  The 
Urie  is  partially  free,  and  trout  up  to  41b.  have  been 
taken  from  it.  The  Haughton  Arms  at  Alford  is 
an  excellent  early  trouting  spot,  but  further  inland 
is  useless.  There  is  only  space  to  mention  such 
names  of  places  as  Huntly  on  the  Deveron  (ticket 
water)  and  such  hke  where  there  is  the  best  of 
chances  and  the  most  reasonable  of  quarters  in  the 
spring,  when  the  gold  fever  is  not  yet  on.    G.  M. 

GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-third  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate -street,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  28, 
and  was  most  successful. 

The  menu  was  an  excellent  one,  and  served  in 


financial  stability — though  both  were  desirable — 
but  on  the  esprit  de  corps  which  existed  among  the 
members,  and  in  this  respect  he  was  glad  to  say  the 
Gresham  was  smgularly  fortunate.  (Cheers. )  He 
regretted,  however,  that  the  newer  members  did  not 
attend  the  meetings  more  frequently.  The  past 
year,  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  had  been  one  of 
sad  lament,  due  generally  to  the  erratic  conditions 
of  the  weather,  and  the  result  was  that  very  few 
specimens,  which  the  society  valued  more  than 
the  big  bag,  had  been  taken.  The  attention  of 
members  had  gone  in  other  directions,  in  restock- 
ing, and  in  the  interesting  competition  which  had 
taken  place  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  in  which  some 
of  the  members  were  successful,  but  he  was  not, 
his  flies  apparently  thinking  that  fish  were  to  be 
found  in  trees.  (Laughter.)  In  conclusion,  he  hoped 
that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  would  continue 
on  the  rising  tide  of  success,  and  ever  add  fresh 


good  style.  A  lengthy  programme  was  admirably 
rendered  by  the  artists.  Letters  of  apology  for 
imavoidable  absence  were  received  from  Messrs 
A^  E.  Franklin,  R.  B.  Marston,  G.  H.  Howard, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  W.  Marshall,  S.  D.  Gowmg,  etc. 

The  Chaikman,  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  in  proposmg 
the  loyal  toasts,  referred  to  the  interest  which  the 
Royal  Family  took  in  angling. 

In  submitting  the  toast  of  the  Society,  the 
Chaieman  said  that  year  after  year  the  toast  had 
been  given  from  that  chab,  and  every  year  it  had 
been  received  with  the  fervid  hope  that  the  next 
year  would  find  the  society  more  prosperous  than 
the  last.  (Cheers.)  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
him  to  announce  that  the  past  year  had  been 
one  of  great  success  to  the  society,  both  in  regard 
to  increased  membership  and  financially.  But  the 
prosperity  of  an  angling  society  did  not  to  his 
mind  depend  on  either  large  membership  or  on 


laurels  to  its  records  of  piscatorial  achievements.: 
(Cheers. ) 

Mr.  Mark  Davis,  in  reply,  mentioned  that 
during  the  past  eighteen  months  1500  trout  had 
been  placed  in  the  society's  water  at  Chesham. 

The  CnAraMAN  then  presented  the  prizes. 

Cups  and  medals  were  awarded  for  specimen 
fish  as  follows : — 

The  "  Brunton  "  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  A.  Zerfass 
for  salmon  of  171b.  loz. ;  grayling  of  2lb.  8oz. ; 
roach  of  21b.  6oz.  ;  dace  of  13oz.  The  "  Ladell " 
Challenge  Shield  to  Mr.  Salmond  for  a  grayling  of 
21b.  14oz.,  and  pike  of  111b.  The  "Franklm". 
Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  Gowing  for  trout  of  31b.  and 
1  lb.  14oz.  The  "  Deal "  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  W; 
Marshall  (hon.  treasurer)  for  a  take  of  121b.  lOoz. 
of  sea  fish.  The  "Marshall  '  Gross  to  Mr.  Zerfass 
for  a  roach  of  2lb.'  6ozi 

Silver  medals  to  Mr;  Zerfass  for  salmon  of 
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17lb.  loz.;  Mr.  Gowing  for  trout  of  31b.  (with  the 
fly) ;  Mr.  Salmond  for  grayling  of  21b.  Moz. ;  Mr. 
F.  A.  Gray  for  dace  of  14oz. ;  Mr.  BaylifEe  for  pike 
of  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr^  Marshall,  as  holder  of  the  Deal 
Gup. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Guests '-'  having  been  honoured, 

Mb.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  proposed  that  of  "The 
Press,"  referring  in  doing  so  to  the  indebtedness  of 
anglers  to  the  angling  Press,  and  to  newspapers  in 
general  which  were  now  publishing  columns  of 
angling  news. 

Mb.  a.  E.  Jackson  (of  the  Anglers'  News),  in 
response,  remarked  that,  although  it  was  true  that 
anglers  were  iadebted  to  the  Press,  he  did  not  think 
that  anglers  as  a  body  had  always  supported  the 
Press  as  they  should.  That  they  had  an  angling 
Press  that  was  worthy  the  name  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  men  of  ability  and  journalistic  training 
had  more  for  the  love  of  the  sport  than  from 
personal  profit  devoted  themselves  to  writing  on 
angling  matters,  vindicating  anglers'  rights,  and 
maintaining  their  privileges.  He  instanced  Mr^ 
William  Senior,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  and  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen.  (Cheers.) 

Mb.  T.  CstrMPLEN  (of  the  People)  also  responded; 

Musical  honours  were  accorded  to  the  toast  of 
"  The  Chairman,"  which  was  also  proposed  by  Mr. 
Connellan. 


FEEE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING 
ON  THE  KENNET. 


"  Teak-built    and    copper-bottomed — Al  at 
Lloyd's,"  was  the  late  lYancis  Francis'  terse, 
cheery,  and  graphic  description  of  the  fish  of  the 
river  Kennet,  as  given  to  me  after  a  day  of  great 
slaughter,  when  he  was  in  company  with  that  other 
grand  all-round  sportsman  the  late  Mr.  Henry 
John  Simonds,  of  Caversham,  some  quarter  of  a 
century  or  more  ago,  on  their  return  from  the  mid- 
Kennet.    Alas  !  both  of  those  noted  anglers  have 
long  since  "  joined  the  majority,"  as  have  many 
another  devotee  of  the  fly  and  spinning  rod  on  the 
sweet  waters  of  "  the  Kennet  swift,  for  silver  eels 
renowned,"  and  eke  for  every  other  variety  of  game 
fish  except  the  salmon.    There  predeceased  them 
Mr.   "  Tom "  Frankland,  of  Hungerford,  whose 
memories  of  the  original  Kennet — before  its  semi- 
canalisation  by  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  Com- 
pany (since  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company) — used  to  make  my 
"  mouth  water,"  as  a  youngster  who  was  more  keen 
on  plying  the  rod  than  applying  himself  to  his  books. 
Those  days  of  the  early  Victorian  era  must  have 
been  indeed  grand,  both  for  wielders  of  the  rod  and 
gun  by  Kennet  side  before  the  canal  was  con- 
structed, and  when  the  old  meandering  stream  was 
one  long  succession  of  stickles  and  deep  swirly 
pools,  the  latter  so  full  of  snags  and  lumps  of 
undredged  chalky  marl  from  the  banks  that  the 
then  frequent  gangs  of  poachers  found  but  sHght 
reward  for  their  midnight  efiorts.    "  Teak-built  and 
copper-bottomed  !  " — are  there  such  fish  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  south  of   England — except  the 
Hampshire  Avon  and  the  Test — as  give  delight  to 
Piscator,  even  to-day,  when  he  casts  his  line  in  the 
dear  old  Kennet  ?    I  am  no  traveller  in  search  of 
sport,  aU  my  love   having   been  centred  in  the 
Thames  and  its  tributaries  ;  and  so  my  experience 
must  be  taken  as  limited,  but  I  never  want  to 
drive  steel  into  the  lips  of  keener  fighting,  more 
shapely,  or  more  toothsome  fish  than  the  trout, 
the  perch,  the  pike,  the  roach,  the  chub,  or  the 
dace  of  the  Kennet.    And  these  "  gamey  "  fish,  as 
the  Yankees  call  anything  with  fins  that  affords 
sport,  run  of  a  goodly  size.    Many  years  ago  I  saw 
in  the  fishing  hut  of  the  Earl  of  Craven,  at  Ham- 
stead  Marshall,  the  roughly-preserved  skins  of  two 
trout,  each  of  which  was  recorded  as  having  turned 
the  scales  at  201b.  or  over,  and  in  his  Lordship's 
"  stews  "  near  by  were  live  trout  of  huge  girth  and 
weight.    The  thoroughly  authenticated  "Reading 
trout "  of  171b.  was  taken  at  County  Lock,  in  the 
Borough  of  Reading,  as  referred  to  later  on,  and  I 
have  caught,  or  assisted  in  the  capture  of,  very 
many  trout  between  51b.  and  121b.  from  the  same 
water.    As  to  Kennet  perch,  I  have  never  heard 
of  the  capture  of  "  specimens,"  but  my  own  experi- 
ence includes  a  take  of  eighteen  scaling  together 
361b.,  and  with  not  many  ounces  difference  in  weight 
between  them,  taken  in  a  short  evening  and  without 
any  previous  baiting.    Among  the  barbel  a  friend 
and  I,  in  a  few  hours,  out  of  one  small  hole  and 


under  adverse  conditions,  bagged  between  us  1  Jcwt., 
the  smallest  41b.  and  the  largest  7^1b.  Pike  are 
everywhere  to  be  caught,  both  in  the  "  old  river  " 
and  the  canal.  My  own  biggest  pike  from  the 
Kennet  was  a  171b.  fish,  taken  at  Burghfield.  In 
the  same  water  last  January  a  friend  caught  (or, 
rather,  retained,  for  he  put  back  several  smaller  fish) 
five  pike  weighing  together  381b.,  the  heaviest  being 
141b.,  and  the  next  day  another  friend  had  one  of 
12|lb.  at  the  "  Pumping  Station."  The  chub  are 
numerous  (too  numerous  in  my  own  opinion)  ;  but 
the  great  glory  of  the  Kennet  is  its  wonderful  stock 
of  roach  and  dace,  particularly  in  the  middle 
reaches.  Big  roach  are  commonly  accounted  for  at 
Reading,  but  higher  up  the  stream  they  seem  to 
thrive  still  better,  and  as  one  approaches  Newbury 
and  Himgerf  ord  the  sample  improves,  and — especially 
in  the  winter — their  quality  and  fighting  power 
seem  to  be  unequalled,  except  in  the  Hampshire 
Avon,  as  mentioned  above.  Respecting  the  dace,  I 
have  never  met  with  such  fine  fellows  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Kennet  between  Aldermaston  and 
Hungerford — fish  running  to  lib.  in  weight,  and, 
on  the  fly,  affording  almost  or  quite  as  good  sport 
as  trout.  Carp  are  not  found  in  any  numbers  in 
the  Kennet,  nor  are  tench  generally,  although  the 
latter  aboimd  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Aldermaston.  Here,  in  the  little  shallow  lake 
which  is  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Strange,  of  the  local 
brewery,  and  in  the  adjacent  canal  and  backwaters, 
great  numbers  of  tench  are  to  be  found,  both  of 
the  ordinary  bronze  and  of  the  lovely  "  golden  " 
variety.  Both  kinds  I  have  caught  up  to  31b.  in 
weight  and  over.  The  golden  tench  probably  got 
into  these  waters  by  some- means  from  the  lakes  at 
Aldermaston  Court,  into  which  they  were  introduced 
about  thirty  years  ago  by  the  then  squire,  Mr. 


it  joins  the  Thames)  and  Burghfield  Bridge,  which 
is  more  than  three  miles  up-stream.  Here  is  a 
field,  surely,  for  the  London  angler  who  cares  to 
pay  his  3s.  fare  from  Paddington,  Charing  Cross  or 
Waterloo,  and  a  like  sum  to  return.  There  are  no 
cheap  anglers'  tickets  to  Reading  ;  but  the  fare  is 
surely  not  excessive  for  a  chance  of  good  sport ! 
To  trace  out  this  really  free  (or  quasi-hee)  angling,  I 
have  prepared  the  accompanying  rough  sketch  of 
the  water  as  it  runs  through  the  town,  followed 
by  notes  of  the  sport  to  be  obtained  at  the  points 
indicated. 

1.  The  Kennet's  Mouth  (crossed  by  two  lines  of 
rails)  almost  always  has  a  large  trout  playing  about 
and  feeding  on  the  fry  which  congregate  there  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season.  This  favourite  spot  is  as 
a  fact  in  the  Thames,  near  the  old  Ferry-house, 
the  ferry-boat  having  been  replaced  by  a  footbridge 
adjoining  the  Great  Western  Railway  line.  On  the 
western  side  of  Kennet's  Mouth,  and  quite  near  to 
it,  is  a  good  find  for  tench  in  the  summer,  and  it 
is  easily  fished  from  the  towing-path.  This  pitch, 
by  the  way,  seems  to  be  very  little  known  even  by 
local  anglers.  From  here,  up-stream,  is  unproduc- 
tive until  the  junction  of  the  Kennet  and  the  canal, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blake's  Lock  and  the 
Sewage  Pumping  Station  and  the  town  gas-works 
(2  and  3  on  the  plan),  is  reached.  Here,  however, 
fish  of  almost  every  kind  abound  in  the  river  section. 
To  fish  the  Pumping  Station  pool  the  leave  of  the 
obliging  manager  (Mr.  Piatt)  is  needful,  and  to 
walk,  rod  in  hand,  along  the  long,  narrow  islet 
separating  it  from  the  canal,  the  genial  keeper  of 
Blake's  Lock  should  be  asked  his  permission.  This 
"  Pumping  Station  Pool,"  the  water  of  which  is 
always  at  a  good  head,  being  regulated  by  a  fine 
series  of  sluice  gates  and  three  sets  of  turbines,  is 


1.  Kennet's  Mouth. 
5.  Abbey  Mill. 


2.  Blake's  Lock. 
6.  duke-steeet. 


3.  Pumping  Station. 
7.  Tramway  Depot, 


4.  Biscuit  Factoby, 
8.  County  Look. 


Higford  Burr,  who  was  a  pioneer  in  fish -culture 
Gudgeon  of  exceptional  size  occur  in  the  Kennet, 
but  only  "  patchily,"  and  in  small  shoals.  The 
Kennet  minnow  is  remarkable  for  its  size,  and  also 
its  colour,  the  latter  being  a  uniform  hazel  brown 
on  the  back,  with  white  belly  and  without  markings 
Curious  is  the  fact  that  while  these  Kennet  minnows 
are  locally  in  great  request  among  spinners  for 
Thames  trout,  they  seem  to  be  almost  valueless  as 
live  or  spinning  baits  in  the  Kennet  proper — that 
is,  a  few  miles  above  Reading.  Where  the  use  of 
the  minnow  is  allowed  in  the  preserves — which  is 
only  here  and  there  in  trout  fishing  —  Piscator 
should  provide  himself  with  the  blackest,  thinnest, 
and  smallest  Thames  minnows  that  he  can  get.  Of 
Kennet  eels  I  occasionally  receive  a  present  of  a 
lovely  "  beastie  "  of  31b.  to  61b.  from  a  friendly 
miller,  but  cannot  remember  anjrthing  worth 
recording  in  this  way  taken  by  anglers.  This 
puzzles  me  somewhat,  as  I  have  been  fairly  success- 
ful in  eel  fishing  on  other  streams  like  to  the  Kennet 
in  character,  as  also  on  the  Thames  ;  but  so  it  is. 

So  much  by  way  of  introduction  to  an  article 
which  our  Editor  has  asked  me  to  write  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  on  "  Free  and  Ticket  Angling  in 
the  Kennet."  As  a  matter  of  dry  and  abstract 
fact  there  is  no  "  free  "  fishing  in  the  Kennet,  and, 
further,  one  would  have  to  travel  as  far  as  Hunger- 
ford for  "  daily  "  tickets.  Nevertheless,  the  f oUomng 
notes  should  prove  useful  to  London  anglers  who 
desire  sport  on  reasonable  terms. 

When  I  say  there  is  no  "  free  "  fishing  in  the 
Kennet  I  should  rather  express  myself  in  this  way  : 
Except  in  very  limited  portions  of  the  stream  the 
honest  angler  is  never  interfered  with,  either  from 
bank  or  boat — although  in  strict  law  he  cannot 
assert  a  right — between  the  Kennet'?  Mouth  (where 


always  full  of  fish.    It  is  also  generally  of  a  nice 
colour,  due  to  street  water  entering  higher  up. 
Scores  of  lusty  trout  have  here  met  their  fate.  I 
myself  caught  a  brace  weighing  together  lOlb.  and  a 
few  ounces  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  landed  for 
a  friend,  the  same  day,  an  11-poimder.    Early  in  the 
season  there  are  fine  perch  to  be  had,  though  they 
imaccountably  fall  off  later,  and  an  occasional  big 
chub,  while  all  the  season  through  large  baskets  of 
roach  reward  the  skilful  angler,  and  pike  are  never 
wanting.    Huge  barbel  frequent  this  portion  of  the 
river,  both  above  and  below  the  Pumping  Station, 
but  they  are  very  "  fly,"  and  consequently  rarely 
caught.    Frequent  alterations  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  effected  by  the  Corporation,  and  also  by  the 
sudden  floods  to  which  the  stream  is  liable,  have 
made  the  bottom  very  foul,  and  I  warrant  me  that 
could  this  pool  be  run  dry  it  would  be  found  to 
be  not  only  full  of  fish,  but  a  veritable   "  tackle 
shop."    Verb.  sap.    Where  access  can  be  gained 
to  the  banks  just  below  Messrs.   Huntley  and 
Palmer's  biscuit  factory  (No.  4)  a  quiet  stream 
can  be  fished,  and  sport  is  almost  ensured  to  the 
skilful.    Large  trout  and  also  good  perch  lie  about 
here,  feeding  on  the  small  fry  which  are  attracted 
by  the  "  washings  "  of  the  biscuit  tins.    The  "Abbey 
Mil  "  is  tTirned  by  the  Holy  Brook,  a  branch  water, 
which  leaves  the  Kennet  about  three  miles  above 
Reading  at  "  Arrow  Head,"  near  Burghfield,  and 
some  part  of  which  is  covered  over  in  its  course 
through  the  town.    It  joins  the  Kennet  at  5,  and 
from  the  towing-path  here,  under  the  famous  ruins 
of  Reading  Abbey,  I  have  taken,  spinning,  more 
than  one  good  trout.    No.  6  on  the  plan  (Duke- 
street)  is  not  inviting,  being  right  in  the  centre  of 
the  town  ;  but  the  "knowing  ones"  who  get  up 
before  the  "  early  bird  "  has  preened  his  feathers. 
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frequently  return  before  the  town  is  awake  with 
large  barbel  from  the  deep,  oily  eddies  on  either 
side  of  the  narrow  bridge.  At  7 — now  occupied  by 
the  Electric  Tramways  Depot — was  once  St.  Giles' 
Mill,  rim  by  two  famous  anglers,  the  late  Mr. 
Frederick  Hurley  and  ihis  brother,  Mr.  Alfred 
Hurley,  the  latter  now  a  miller  at  Droxford,  in 
Hampshire.  The  old  mill  tail  has  been  once  more 
set  in  motion  by  the  diversion  of  a  branch  stream 
to  serve  tramway  purposes,  and  here — as  opposite, 
where  the  "  washings "  from  Messrs.  H.  &  G. 
Simonds'  famous  brewery  attract  the  little  fish — 
rare  sport  may  be  had  by  leave  of  the  proprietors, 
or  from  a  boat.  A  little  higher  up  the  stream 
one  comes  to  "  Coimty  Lock  "  (No.  8  on  the  plan). 
It  was  here,  as  mentioned  above,  that  the  171b. 
Reading  trout  was  caught,  a  plaster  cast  of  which 
now  adorns  the  club  room  of  the  Reading  and 
District  Angling  Association,  and  the  actual  corpus 
vile  of  which  was  served  at  the  dinner  table  of  the 
late  Queen  Victoria  at  Windsor  Castle. 

In  my  next  article  I  shall  take  Piscator  further 
up  the  Kennet,  and  hope  to  introduce  him  to  other 
angling  areas  which,  judging  by  the  few  visitors 
one  meets  on  the  riverside,  are  practically  but  little 
known  to  the  London  angler.  '  A.  C.  B. 

(To  he  continued.) 


LIVEEPOOL  FLY-FISHING  CLUB. 

SPRINGFIELD,  SCORTON,  GARSTANG, 
LANCASHIRE. 


We  have  received  a  commimication  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  Company,  which  points  to  the 
promise  of  a  good  season  in  connection  with  their 
waters,  which  are  at  present  being  fished  by  the 
Liverpool  Fly-fishing  Club.  Although,  since  the 
season  opened  on  March  15,  the  weather  has  been 
rather  unsettled — high  winds  prevailing  for  the  first 
six  days — the  record  is  as  follows: — 167  brown 
trout,  running  up  to  21b.  ;  187  fontinalis,  averaging 
lOin.  In  addition  many  fine  rainbows  of  from  1  lb. 
to  21b.  have  been  taken ;  these  fish  are  returned  to 
the  water  as  the  season  for  them  does  not  open  till 
July  at  Wyresdale.  We  thought  rainbows  were 
now  spawning  in  this  country  in  February  and 
March,  or  earlier;  if  so,  July  seems  quite  unneces- 
sarily late — May  1  would  be  a  better  time. 


NOTES  ON  EESEEVOIK  FLY 
FISHING. 
By  "Lajjcashike  Lad." 

{Continued  from  page  57.) 
PART  in. 

Casting — ^Woeking  the  Flies — Resting  the 
Fish— Why  Cast  Left- Handed? 
It  must  always  be  remembered  that  in  lake  or 
reservoir  fishing  there  is  practically  no  current,  and 
this  elementary  fact  is  somewhat  frequently  over- 
looked. In  river  fishing  the  current  gives  the  fish 
only  a  limited  time  to  examine  the  peculiarities  of 
the  angler's  flies,  it  also  assists  in  disguising  the 
cast,  etc,  and  in  wet-fly  fishing  it  also  imparts  a 
more  or  less  lifelike  motion  to  the  hackles  of  the 
flies.-  To  simply  throw  our  flies  on  the  currentless 
water  of  a  lake  and  wait  for  a  trout  to  obligingly 
commit  suicide  is  obviously  absurd,  and  yet  I  have 
seen  the  absurdity  committed  more  than  once. 
The  flies  must  be  drawn  along  after  each  cast,  and 
drawn  through  the  water,  not  upon  its  surface. 
The  way  to  effect  this  is  to  see  that  the  cast  and 
flies  are  thoroughly  soaked  to  begin  with,  and  after 
making  each  cast  the  rod  point  should  be  heldstation- 
ary  for  a  second  or  two,  which  will  allow  the  well- 
soaked  flies  to  sink  a  few  inches  below  the  surface  ; 
theyshould  then  be  drawn  in  by  raising  the  rod  point, 
and  whilst  this  is  being  done  a  trembling  motion 
imparted  to  the  rod  will  make  the  hackles  of  the 
flies  vibrate,  and  thus  tend  to  further  deceive  the 
trout.  A  dry-fly  drawn  on  the  surface  would,  of 
course,  create  an  unnatural  ripple.  The  flies 
worked  in  this  submerged  fashion  are,  of  course, 
invisible  to  the  angler,  and  in  consequence  the  rise 
of  a  good  fish  is  often  only  indicated  by  a  sudden 
swirl  in  the  water,  and  it  needs  a  quick  eye  and 
prompt  hand  to  hook  the  fish  under  such  circum- 
stances. This  is  especially  the  case  when  a  strong 
wind  prevails,  as  the  actual  position  of  the  flies  is 
then  frequently  a  matter  of  guesswork.  The  angler 
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in  such  cases  should  strike  even  if  the  swirl  or 
commotion  occurs  a  few  feet  away  from  the  spot 
at  which  he  believes  his  flies  to  be.  When  a  fish 
in  coming  at  the  artificial  fly  is  seen  to  leap  quite 
out  of  the  water  it  most  frequently  means  that  it 
has  picked  up  one  of  the  droppers,  and  has  made 
the  leap  to  clear  or  avoid  the  casting  line.  A  prompt 
strike  at  the  moment  the  fish  re-enters  the  water  will 
generally  prove  this  to  be  the  case.-  A  quite  too 
common  mistake  is  made  by  anglers  in  casting  re- 
peatedly over  the  same  few  square  yards  of  water. 
If  one's  flies  come  within  the  ken  of  a  trout  he  will 
almost  certainly  either  go  for  them  straight  away 
or  "take  his  hook"  in  another  way.  True,  you 
may,  as  the  saying  is,  "rise  a  fish  short''  at  the 
first  offer,  and  then  occasionally  get  him  at  a  second 
or  third  cast  by  stooping  low  and  fishing  the  flies 
extra  well  sunk.  If,  however,  a  couple  of  such 
additional  casts  fail  to  bring  about  a  response, 
it  will  be  sheer  waste  of  time  to  continue 
casting  at  that  spot;  as  it  will  then  be  proof 
positive  the  fish  has  been  scared  at  the  first 
offer  and  has  made  himself  as  scarce  as  possible. 
The  best  way  to  make  a  basket  is  to  keep  on  the 
move,  visit  all  likely  places  in  turn,  and  after 
trying  each,  start  the  round  again  in  the  same 


order.  The  shy  fish  you  rose  the  first  time  roimd 
may  then  be  got  in  the  same  neighbourhood  by 
more  careful  fishing.-  I  have  often  found  it  pay, 
when  a  fish  has  risen  short,  not  to  immediately 
make  a  second  offer,  but  to  quietly  back  away  from 
the  spot  some  thirty  or  forty  yards,  and  fish 
cautiously  down  to  the  spot  again,  thus  giving  the 
fish  a  few  minutes'  rest,  and  at  the  same  time 
making  sure  of  "covering  the  fish  again,  in  case  he 
has  moved  in  the  opposite  direction  to  that  of  the 
angler's  progress.  As  a  natural  coroUary  to  the 
above,  it  follows  that  it  is  of  little  use  fishing  the 
water  directly  on  the  heels  of  another  fly  fisher. 
If,  therefore,  a  brother  angler  is  at  work,  and  you 
cannot  find  a  spot  a  long  way  ahead  of  him,  you 
must,  perforce,  wait  behind,  until  the  fish  have  had 
a  reasonable  rest..  Need  I  say  that  it  is  not 
"playing  the  game'-  to  spoil  the  first  comer's 
sport  by  commencing  to  fish  a  short  distance  in 
front  of  him  ?  Long  casting  only  becomes  necessary 
when  weather  and  water  conditions  are  in  favour 
of  the  fish,  and  although  trout  are  very  keen 
sighted  they  will  rise  and  be  caught  a  very  few 
yards  from  the  rod  point  when  the  angler  is 
favoured  with  a  dull  sky  and  a  good  breeze ;  but 
whatever  the  conditions,  the  lighter  one's  flies  fall 
on  the  water  the  better.    If  one's  flies  alight 
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with  a  perceptible  splash  it  is  because  one  is  casting 
at  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  flies  arrive 
there  before  the  lino  has  properly  straightened  out. 
This  straightening  out  should  take  place  before  the 
flies  fall  on  the  water,  and  it  can  bo  easily  effected 
if  the  angler  will  cast  at  an  imaginery  point  in  the 
air  two  or  three  feet  above  the  surface.  It  is  well 
to  practise  casting  in  other  ways  than  in  the 
ordinary  overhead  style.  Bushes,  banks,  and 
walls  often  intervene  so  as  to  render  the  ordinary 
cast  impossible.  I  cannot,  however,  see  the 
necessity  for  left-hand  casting  under  any  circum- 
stances, except  as  a  means  of  resting  the  right  hand- 
Should  the  wind,  etc.,  render  it  necessary  to  fish 
down  what  may  be  termed  a  right-hand  bank, 
having  such  obstructions  as  indicated  at  Fig.  1  in 
the  accompanying  diagram,  the  ordinary  right- 
hand  overhead  cast  is  not  practicable,  but  the 
difficulty  can  be  readily  met  and  overcome,  by  still 
casting  with  the  right  hand  as  follows,  namely,  the 
angler  faces  the  water,  and  in  making  the  cast,  he 
must  bring  his  right  forearm  across  his  breast  with 
the  rod  point  well  to  the  left,  but  at  the  same  time 
keeping  it  over  the  water  and  not  over  his  left 
shoulder,  the  rod  point  is  then  gradually  raised,  and 
a  do-svnward  cut  made  in  the  direction  it  is  desired 


the  flies  shall  go — that  is,  outwards  and  towards 
the  angler's  right.  Figs.  2,  3,  and  4  show  the  first, 
second,  and  final  stages  of  this  cast,  which  can 
easily  be  mastered  by  any  one  who  can  cast  in  the 
ordinary  way.  It  should  be  noticed  that  the  elbow 
is  somewhat  raised,  and  remains  almost  stationary 
during  the  operation,  whilst  the  forearm  describes 
a  semicircle  with  the  elbow  joint  as  a  centre.  In 
fishing  along  a  bank  having  deep  water  close  in,  a 
cast  is  made,  the  flies  drawn  in,  and  in  the  act  of 
repeating  the  cast  the  angler  steps  forward  a  couple 
of  paces,  and  so  fishes  the  entire  length  of  the  bank 
with  the  least  expenditure  of  time.  Where,  how- 
ever, shallow  water  extends  outwards  to  some 
distance,  it  is  well  to  make  three  or  more  casts  from 
each  standpoint,  so  as  to  cover  as  far  as  possible 
all  the  shallow  water  within  reach.  In  fishing  deep 
water  close  in  as  above  named,  the  fish  are  generallj'- 
got  quite  close  in  to  the  bank — among  the  broken 
water,  in  fact^ 

{To  he  continued.) 


OwixG  to  continued  ill-health,  and  acting  under 
the  advice  of  his  doctor,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Waugh 
is  retiring  from  thj  responsible  post  of  director  cf 
the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children. 
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yOBKSHIKE  COAKSE  FISHING 
BESOKTS. 

,jBy  "  Baz." 

(Continued  from  page  185.) 

The  length  of  the  Aire  available  for  fishing  is 
considerably  restricted  by  reason  of  the  filthy 
matters  turned  into  it  from  various  sources  from 
Baildon  Bridge  downwards.  By  the  time  the 
"  river  "  reaches  Kirkstall  it  so  closely  resembles 
the  Styx  that  writing  fluid  of  a  fair  colour  can  be 
constantly  had  on  tap,  by  fitting  up  a  syphon  in 
connection  with  the  mass  of  fcstid  pollution  locally 
known  as  the  "  Black  Sea."  The  "  whiff  "  during 
the  summer  months  is  delicious,  and  can  be  tasted 
— it  is  too  thick  at  low  "  water  "  to  be  smelt — for 
some  considerable  distance,  before  the  containing 
banks  appear  within  range  of  the  naked  eye.  At 
certain  times — mostly  all  the  year  round — the 
unfortunate  beings  who,  by  force  of  circumstances, 
are  compelled  to  vegetate  in  its  vicinity,  long  for  a 
big  fresh  far  more  fervently  than  does  the  most 
ardent  fisherman  after  a  prolonged  drought.  A 
fortune  awaits  the  individual  whose  intelligence  will 
enable  him  to  devise  a  method  of  converting  the 
evil-smeUing  fluid  into  an  up-to-date  marketable 
"  stinkardLne."  Mr.  Carter  Piatt's  invention  (vide 
the  Christmas  mimber  of  the  Shooting  Times)  would 
stand  no  chance  by  comparison  for  efficiently 
"  tainting  'em  out." 

The  upper  reaches  of  the  Aire  are  in  the  hands 
of  exclusive  clubs,  which  keep  the  river  well  stocked, 
but  whose  subscriptions,  generally  speaking,  are 
prohibitive  to  the  working-man  angler.  Not  so 
below  Skipton,  from  which  town  to  Baildon  Bridge 
some  really  excellent  fishing  is  to  be  had  among  the 
trout,  chub,  roach,  and  pike.  The  Saltaire  and 
Keighley  clubs  between  them  have  the  rights  of 
fishing  a  considerable  portion  of  the  river,  and  set 
an  example  in  the  acquisition  of  good  waters,  which 
many  clubs  and  associations  of  far  greater  preten- 
sions and  more  commanding  incomes  might  profit- 
ably emulate.  The  Keighley  club  has  an  excellent 
length  which  extends  from  Eastbourn  Beck 
downwards  to  Stockbridge  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  and  thence  on  the  right  bank  only  to 
Bingley,  a  distance  of  at  least  six  miles.  The  club 
has  also  the  rights  over  Ponden  Reservoir,  a  fine 
sheet  of  well-stocked  water,  covering  32  acres. 
A  very  sensible  rule,  and  one  which  is  strictly  carried 
out  by  the  members,  is  to  the  eft'ect  that  no  fishing 
shall  take  place  from  fields  "  up  "  for  mowing,  from 
May  1  untn  the  grass  is  cut.  The  subscription  is 
10s.  a  year,  payable  in  advance,  whilst  day  tickets  are 
issued  at  Is.  each.  The  courteous  secretary,  Mr.  F. 
Wood,  3,  Elholme  View,  Keighley,  will  be  pleased 
to  forward  all  particulars  to  prospective  visitors. 

As  the  Worth  Beck  is  polluted,  the  fishing  for 
some  little  distance  below  its  confluence  with  the 
River  Aire  at  Keighley  is  not  up  to  much,  but 
improves  greatly  lower  down,  towards  Bingley. 
Erom  Cottingley  Bridge  to  Baildon  Bridge,  the 
Saltaire  Club  has  both  sides  of  the  river,  a  distance 
of  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  chub,  roach,  and  pike 
being  fairly  plentiful.  The  same  club  has  a  short 
length  of  excellent  fishing  at  Cononley,  where,  in 
addition  to  coarse  fish,  trout  of  good  size  are  in 
strong  evidence.  The  trout  and  grayling  section  of 
the  club's  members  is  well  catered  for  by  a  couple 
of  lengths  of  excellent  water  at  Grassington.  The 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal,  from  Esholt  Locks  to 
Dowly  Gap,  a  distance  of  about  three  and  a  half 
miles,  is  rented  by  the  same  club.  The  annual 
subscription  is  5s.  only,  whilst  day  tickets  to  the 
Aire  fishery  cost  ]s.,  and  to  the  canal  length  3d. 
Anyone  obtaining  five  Is.  or  twenty  3d.  tickets  will 
receive  a  full  member's  card  by  return  of  post  on 
forwarding  them  to  the  energetic  and  genial  secre- 
tary of  the  club,  Mr.  W.  H.  Pickles.  I  should 
strongly  advise  any  visitor  to  this  locality  to  become 
a  full  member  of  the  two  clubs  under  notice.  The 
Bradford  City  Angling  Association  has  also  a 
capital  length  of  the  River  Aire.  Their  water 
extends  from  the  thrd  field  below  the  railway 
bridge  at  Kildwick  to  Eastbourn  Beck,  and  from  the 
second  field  above  Kildwick  Bridge  to  the  stream 
entering  the  river  on  the  railway  side,  a  total 
distance  of  over  two  miles.  The  officials  of  this 
club  are  now  busy  transferring  the  baby  trout 
from  the  rearing  ponds  to  Leeming  and  Doe  Park 
reservoirs,  over  which  they  also  hold  the  fishing 
rights.  As  the  annual  subscription  is  only  8s., 
there  is  no  wonder  that  the  club's  membership  is  a 


large  one.  Mr.  J.  W.  Sellers,  Rayleigh-street, 
Bradford,  is  an  excellent  secretary,  whose  energies 
are  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  his  club.  Just 
below  Baildon  Bridge  the  Bradford  Beck  pours  a 
polluted  mess  into  the  main  river,  turning  it  into 
a  vast  stinkpot,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of 
any  living  thing  being  able  to  exist  below  the 
junction. 

Much  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kildwick  and  Cononley  may  be  considered 
"  open,"  but  it  is  always  safe  to  obtam  leave — which 
I  think  is  seldom  or  never  refused — from  the  Canal 
company.  The  water  is  clear  and  the  fish  in  good 
condition.  On  my  last  visit  (July)  I  caught  five 
trout  of  7oz.  or  8oz.  each  with  the  "  cad  "  bait 
(which  I  obtained  from  the  river  which  is  close  at 
hand)  in  a  very  short  time  under  the  trees  about 
a  couple  of  miles  on  the  Skipton  side  of  Kildwick. 
At  the  latter  place  the  unusual  sight  is  seen  of  the 
canal  crossing  above  the  roadway.  Keighley  is, 
perhaps,  the  best  centre  from  which  to  travel  either 
up  or  down  the  river,  and  the  angler  is  lucky  to 
find  any  number  of  convenient  hotels  from  which 
to  make  a  choice.  Should  Shipley  be  preferred  as 
headquarters,  the  Junction  Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr. 
Beaumann)  will  be  found  to  be  a  comfortable  house 
of  call.  The  Midland  Railway  runs  a  convenient 
service  of  trains  right  up  the  Aire  valley. 

The  new  Wintersett  Angling  Oub  has  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishing  two  large  compensation 
reservoirs,  covering  over  170  acres,  a  few  minutes' 
walk  from  Ryehill  Station,  on  the  Wakefield  and 
Barnsley  line.  The  reservoirs  are  the  property,  I 
believe,  of  the  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Company, 
Ltd.,  and  are  well  stocked  with  pike,  roach,  rudd, 


bream,  tench,  and  trout.  The  membership  is  limited 
to  eighty,  each  member  being  allowed  to  take  not 
more  than  six  friends  a  year,  at  a  charge  of  half 
a  crown  each.  The  entrance  fee  is  £2,  and 
the  annual  subscription  £2.  Dr.  Gi-eig  and  Mr.  O. 
Kilburn,  of  Wakefield,  hold  office  as  joint  secretaries. 
An  attempt  was  made  some  years  ago  to  convert 
the  fishery  into  a  trout  preserve  only,  but  this 
proving  too  tall  an  order,  the  old  club  became 
defunct,  and  the  new  Wintersett  Club  was  the 
result.  The  four  large  ponds  attached  to  the 
fishery  were  netted  last  year  and  24,000  fish  turned 
into  the  reservoirs  to  add  to  the  already  excellent 
stock. 

It  is  rather  a  far  cry  to  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  in  the  East  Riding.  This  canal,  as  its  name 
implies,  runs  from  Market  Weighton  in  a  due 
southerly  direction  to  the  Humber,  which  it  joins 
opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Trent.  The  usual 
kinds  of  coarse  fish  are  fairly  numerous,  good  catches 
being  recorded  when  the  angler  is  lucky  enough  to 
catch  them  "  on."  The  most  convenient  stations 
are  Newport  and  Staddlethorpe.  A  charge  of  3d. 
a  day  is  made  to  visitors,  tickets  procurable  at  the 
hotel  close  to  the  canal  bridge  at  the  former  place. 
I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  this  hotel,  as  it  is 
a  couple  of  years  since  I  fished  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, but  the  accommodation  is  all  that  can  be 
desired. 

Roimdhay  Park,  a  twopenny  car  ride  from  the 
centre  of  the  city  of  Leeds,  contains  two  lakes,  both 
of  which  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  The  lower  and 
larger  lake  holds  pike,  chub,  roach,  bream,  tench, 
carp,  and  perch  in  large  quantities,  one  angler  having 
taken  over  fifty  brace  of  pike  during  the  last  few 


months.  A  large  number  of  trout  have  been  turned 
in  from  time  to  time,  but  whether  any  remain  is 
another  matter.  The  upper  lake  contains  no  pike, 
and  is  of  a  uniform  depth  of  3ft.  or  4ft.  Mr.  Phil 
Slater,  a  well-known  figure  in  local  angling  circles, 
had  a  rare  tussle  with  a  tremendous  carp,  variously 
estimated  from  81b.  to  141b.,  back  in  the  summer. 
No  landing-net  could  be  found  capacious  enough 
to  accommodate  the  monster,  an  attempt  being 
made  at  length  to  land  it  in  an  umbrella.  The 
tackle  gave  at  the  critical  moment,  however,  and 

Phil  was  left,  lamenting  and  .    Two  favourite 

spots  for  piking  in  the  lower  sheet  of  water  are  tho 
shallow  corner  opposite  the  boathouse,  where  a  very 
long  cast  is  necessary,  and  under  the  trees  close 
to  the  railings  which  separate  the  deep  from  the 
shallow  portion  of  the  lake.  It  is  always  possible 
to  pick  up  a  few  chub  of  decent  size  in  the  early 
summer  mornings  by  casting  out  a  long  way,  fishing 
about  eighteen  inches  deep,  and  using  wasp  grub, 
worm,  or  the  "  cad  "  as  bait.  The  best  spots  are 
the  shallows  under  the  trees  on  the  far  side  from  the 
mansion.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  has  the  fishing 
rights  of  both  lakes,  and  has  expended  £1000 
in  stocking  during  the  last  ten  years.  The 
charge  is  6d.  a  day  for  members  and  Is.  a 
day  for  non-members.  If  a  boat  be  used  these 
prices  are  doubled.  Boats  may  be  hired  from  the 
boathouse.  Yearly  tickets  are  5s.  for  bank  fishers, 
and  7s.  6d.  for  those  who  are  desirous  of  fishing 
from  a  boat.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the 
"  Mansion  "  in  the  park.  To  my  mind,  the  great 
drawback  is  the  fact  that  no  boats  are  available 
during  the  winter  months.  I  have  seen  very  large 
pike  striking  time  after  time  at  distances  from  the 
shore  which  have  been  far  too  great  to  be  covered 
by  either  hve-bait  or  spinner. 

Hornsea  Mere,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  map, 
is  renowned  for  its  piking.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
select  club,  the  subscription  to  which,  I  think,  is 
the  prohibitive  sum  of  eleven  guineas. 


SALMON  AND  FEESHWATEE 
FISHEEIES  ACTS,  1861  TO  1892. 


Sale  of  Fkeshwateb  Fish. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts 
it  is  illegal:  — 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  posses- 
sion for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  other  than  pollan, 
trout,  char,  and  eels,  between  March  15  and  June  15, 
both  inclusive,  subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

(By  order)        J.  Wkench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  1905. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


An  interesting  fly  and  bait  casting  competition 
for  accuracy  only  was  held  amongst  the  members 
of  the  above  society  at  Uxbridge  on  Saturday  last. 
There  was  a  good  muster  of  competitors,  and  an 
appreciative  and  critical  audience.  The  wind,  which 
blew  obliquely  upstream,  was  distinctly  bad  both 
for  dry  and  wet  fly  casting.  Several  of  the  buoys 
were  placed  fairly  close  in  to  the  bank,  and  many 
performers  came  to  grief  in  being  unable  to  suffi- 
ciently cheat  the  nasty  wind  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  proceedings.  The  "  difficulty" 
competition  was  a  most  interesting  one.  Buoys 
were  fixed  in  the  sort  of  places  where  a  cunning  trout 
would  feed,  though  only  one  cast  may  be  said 
to  have  been  especially  hard  to  negotiate  success- 
fully. The  easiest  way  apparently  to  reach  the 
buoy  in  this  case  was  by  adopting  the  switch  cast, 
and,  strange  to  say,  but  one  competitor  tried  it  in 
this  style — namely,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham — who 
landed  his  fly  right  on  the  buoy — an  uncommonly 
fine  performance.  The  bait-casting  competitions 
took  place  in  a  field  adjoining  the  river,  just  above 
the  little  weir.  This  part  of  the  programme  was 
interfered  with  somewhat  by  a  drizzling  rain. 
Some  excellent  results  were,  all  the  same,  recorded. 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  A.  C.  Poole,  H.  T.  Sheringham, 
and  Forster  Hardy  were  the  best  performers,  the  first 
and  last  casting  direct  from  a  "Silex  "  reel,  whilst 
Messrs.  Poole  and  Sheringham  adopted  the  Thames 
style.  In  the  fly-casting  contests,  if  the  fly  fell  within 
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a  foot  of  the  buoy  accuracy  was  considered  perfect. 
A  demerit  of  one  point  was  reckoned  for  every  foot 
or  fraction  of  a  foot  the  fly  fell  in  excess  of  a  foot 
from  the  buoy.  If  the  fly  failed  to  float  one  point 
was  deducted,  and  if  fly  or  line  touched  the  ground 
or  water  a  demerit  of  three  points  was  reckoned 
against  the  caster.  In  the  bait  casting  competitions 
a  demerit  of  one  was  subtracted  for  eveiy  foot  or 
fraction  of  a  foot  in  excess  of  a  foot  away  from  the 
flag.  The  time  limit  for  the  two  shorter  bait 
casting  competitions  was  five  minutes  to  each 
competitor,  an  extra  minute  being  allowed  for  the 
long  distance  contest.  In  the  fly  casting  a  certain 
number  of  false  casts  were  permitted  before  the 
caster  called  "count."  The  judges  who  officiated 
were  Air.  R.  B.  Marston  (Fishing  Gazette),  Mr. 
W.  ]\L  CoUes,  and  Sir.  H.  A.  Rolt,  and  their 
awards  gave  every  satisfaction.  Luncheon  was 
provided  at  the^General  Elliot,  and  it  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  the  tournament  would  bear 
repetition  at  an  early  date.  The  sub-committee, 
who  were  responsible  for  the  programme  and  all 
arrangements  coimected  with  the  competitions,  are 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  successful  outcome  of 
their  painstaking  efforts.  The  gentlemen  concerned 
were  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  (president),  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  W.  M.  CoUes,  H.  T.  Sheringham,  and 
A.  C.  Poole.  Only  one  regret  was  felt,  and  that 
was  that  owing  to  a  painful  neuralgic  attack  the 
president  was  unable  either  to  take  part  in  the 
tournament  or  be  present  at  the  gathering.  The 
following  are  the  results  of  the  events,  the  first 
three  winners  being  given  in  each  class:  — 

Dry  Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy  Upstream. — Casts 
to  be  made  at  buoys  30ft.,  40ft.,  50ft.,  and  60ft. 
from  casting  base.  Fly  to  be  not  less  than  No.  1 
size.  Maximum  points,  100.  1st,  Mr.  B.  N.  Akroyd, 
96  points ;  2nd,  Mr.  S.  H.  Scott,  93  pomts ;  3rd, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  95  points.  In  this  competi- 
tion the  two  first-named  tied  twice  for  first  place, 
with  96  and 95  points  each  respectively.  On  casting 
off  the  second  tie,  the  competitors  came  out  in  the 
order  given  above. 

Wet-Fly  Casting '^f or  Accuracy  Downstream. — 
Casts  to  be  made  at  buoys  39ft.,  49ft.,  60ft.,  and 
72ft.  from  casting  base.  For  this  competition  the 
fly  was  not  to  be  smaller  than  No.  8  (Limerick  scale). 
Maximum  points,  100.    1st,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham, 

88  points  ;  2nd,  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  83  points  ;  3rd, 
Mr.  C,  H.  Wheeley  and  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  tied 
with  82  points  each. 

Dry-Fly  Difficulty  Casting. — Five  buoys  were 
placed  in  difficult  positions  about  10  yards  apart. 
Fly  not  smaller  than  No.  1.  Only  one  cast  allowed 
at  each  buoy.  Maximum  points,  100.  1st,  Mr.  H. 
T.  Sheringham,  95  points ;  2nd,  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole, 

89  points ;  3rd,  Mr.  B.  N.  Akroyd,  89  points  (tie). 
Trout  Bait  Casting  for  Accuracy. — |oz.  bait. 

Distances,  60ft.,  70ft.,  and  80ft.  from  casting  base. 
Casting  allowed  in  any  style.  Time  limit,  five 
minutes.  Maximum  points,  300.  1st,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole,  296  points;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham, 
289  points  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  283  points. 

Light  Pike  Bait  Casting  for  Accuracy  ( loz.  bait). 
— Distances,  60ft.,  80ft.,  and  105ft.  from  casting 
base.  Maximum  points,  300.  Time  limit,  five 
minutes.  1st,  ]\Ir.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  290  points ; 
2nd,  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  288  pomts ;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham,  284  points. 

Pike  Bait  Casting  for  Accuracy  (2oz.  bait). — 
Distances,  80ft.,  105ft.,  and  135ft.  Maximum 
points,  300.  Time  limit,  five  minutes.  1st,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  287  points;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham,  282  points  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Forster  Hardy, 
267  points.  Hon.  Sec.  (pro  tem.). 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  So, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

TliaiM.es.— General  Remarks. — Trout  fishing 
opens  on  the  Thames  to  day,  and  the  river  appears 
in  very  good  condition.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply 
of  water,  which  is  nicely  tinted.  Few  fish  have  at 
present  been  seen  on  the  move  in  the  jpen  reaches, 
but  if  we  get  a  few  lovely  spring  days  such  as  was 

.  experienced  on  Thursday  the  trout  are  bound  to 
"  show  up."  The  limit  size  at  wlaich  Thames  trout 
are  retainable  is  16in.,  no  effective  steps  having 

.  been  taken  since  last  season  to  induce  the  Con- 
servancy to  alter  the  size.  In  regard  toj  the 
restocking  of  the  river  with  trout,  I  am  informed 
that  in  some  instances  the  small  brook  trout  intro- 
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duced  are  not  likely  to  grow  large  enough  to  take 
a  bait,  and  that  associations  should  take  great  care 
in  the  selection  of  the  strain  of  fish  which  they 
place  in  the  water.  Mr.  O'Hagan,  of  Hampton 
Court,  has,  I  hear,  turned  the  pretty  httle  stretch 
of  water  which  passes  through  his  ground  near  the 
back  bay  into  a  trout  stream  by  introducing  these 
fish  into  it,  but  whether  it  is  intended  as  a  private 
fishery  or  as  a  trout  hatchery  I  am  not  quite 
certain. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  has  run  down  to 
a  nice  colour,  and  there  is  a  heavy  stream  running 
which  looks  promising  for  the  1st.  The  weather, 
too,  is  very  nice  for  one  by  the  river  side.  Wire 
netting  was  put  round  most  of  the  boughs  in 
the  district  where  fish  are  likely  to  spawn  during 
the  past  week.  That  is,  of  course,  those  boughs 
that  are  left.  Year  by  year  they  get  less  and  less. 
Places  where  one  could  always  catch  some  roach, 
take  a  chub  with  a  fly,  or  dip  with  a  Paternoster 
for  a  pike  or  perch,  are  gone,  and  soon  the  only 
use  for  the  wire  netting  will  be  to  make  a  run  for 
the  chickens. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Kiugwood). — The  water  is  now  in  splendid 
condition,  but  the  boisterous  weather  since  my  last 
report  has  been  all  against  getting  good  sport.  On 
the  Bisterne  water  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills  took  a  salmon  of 
231b.,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  one  of  21  lb.  on  March 
27.  Mr.  Buckley  also  got  pike  up  to  101b. — M.  W. 
Hayteb. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloncestershire). — Fair  fishing 
weather  prevails,  and  the  trout  are  taking  the 
March  Brown  and  Olive  Dun,  of  which  there  has 
been  some  very  good  hatches.  A  good  head  of 
water  is  going,  and  everything  appears  favourable 
to  the  angler  who  has  the  good  fortune  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opening  day,  April  1.  The  Bibury 
Swan  Hotel  water  has  been  again  well  stocked,  and 
is  worth  a  visit,  even  if  only  for  the  scenery. — • 
Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers,  although  high, 
have  fined  down  considerably  after  the  recent 
floods,  and  are  fairly  clear.  Except  in  the  small 
feeding  streams  sport  has  not  been  good.  Sonae 
few  good  baskets  have  been  had  in  the  Launceston 
streams  and  on  the  upper  Camel.  The  Tamar  is 
still  too  high  for  much  sport,  but  if  the  shallows  are 
fished,  there  will  be  found  plenty  of  trout  resting 
there. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Although  the 
water  is  still  somewhat  big  it  is  fining  down,  and  if 
the  present  weather  continues,  anglers  should  have 
a  good  time  down  to  next  week.  A  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  on  the  stream,  but  catches  have 
generally  been  small.  On  the  Harbourne  on 
Thursday,  March  23,  Mr.  W.  Tucker  creeled  a  dozen, 
and  five  brace  apiece  was  the  reward  of  Messrs. 
R.  P.  Marshall,  H.  T.  Distin  and  Colm  May,  whilst 
a  fair  basket  was  taken  by  Mr.  Gadsden.  — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — Fresh 
spates  came  as  the  river  was  coming  into  order 
again,  andithere  has  again  been  little  sport,  except 
on  Derwentwater,  where  a  few  trout  have  been 
caught  with  minnow. — Black  Tom. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  several  of  the  streams,  some  good 
catches  being  made  on  the  Moor,  whUst  on  the 
Teign  some  fair  baskets  have  been  creeled.  Captain 
Heathcoat  Amory  is  fishing  with  the  Duke  of 
Portland  at  Invergarry,  and  they  had  landed 
twenty-three  salmon  within  a  week.  The  biggest 
fish  scaled  411b.,  and  the  average  worked  out  at 
about  91b. — Devonian. 


Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  heavy  rains  of  the 
earlier  part  of  the  week  have  brought  down  a  g<  od 
water  for  minnow  fishing.  Weather  is  everything 
that  could  be  desired  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  fliea 
are  hatching  out  well,  though  fish  are  not  doing 
much  surface  feeding  owing  to  heavy  water. — • 
Foster  Bros. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Salmon  anglers  are  still  doing 
pretty  well.  In  the  Armathwaite  Castle  waters  Mr. 
Edwards  has  landed  four,  Mr.  R.  Raing  three,  Mr. 
T.  Robinson  one,  and  Mr.  .Tohn  Strong  one.  In  the 
Low  House  water  Capt.  Rhodes  two,  101b.,  201b., 
with  fly.  Good  man  !  Of  the  Yorkshire  anglers, 
Mr.  W.  Shaw  has  had  one  (K'lb.),  Mr.  E  Tetley  one 
(151b.),  and  Mr.  Reffitt  one  (101b.)  In  the  Warwick 
Hall  water  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  Mr.  R.  Raine,  and  Col. 
Aitchison  had  each  one.  At  Syke  Foot  Mr.  Mason 
Scott  one,  Mr.  W.  M.  Scott  one,  Mr.  Younger  two. 
In  the  Wetheral  water  Mr.  Coulthard,  two,  and  Mr. 
W.  Wilson  and  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  each  one,  and  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper,  two.  A  fairly  warm  rain  on 
March  28  brought  a  lot  of  snow  off  the  hills,  and 
trout  fishing  should  soon  be  in  full  swing,  but  trout 
are  not  yet  in  very  good  condition. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  boisterous 
weather  has  been  detrimental  to  fishing,  but  some 
salmon  and  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Exo 
near  Exeter,  at  Brampford  Speke,  and  above,  and 
they  are  reported  to  be  numerous.  Sea  fishing  has 
improved  at  Exmouth,  Mr.  Perry  securing  the  three 
first  bass  of  the  season  on  the  pier  on  March  22, 
weighing  ^Ib.  each,  since  which  some  fair-sized 
pollack  and  bass  have  also  been  caught.  Half  a 
gale  is  now  blowing  (March  29),  and  prospects  are 
not  good.  I  hear  that  the  Otter  has  been  in  full 
flood,  and  soon  trout  should  be  taken  with  Blue 
Upright,  Duns,  and  Red  Quill,  small  sized  flies 
being  essential  to  success. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Ang'lesey).  —  Water 
and  weather  grand  for  fishing.  Major  J.  A.  Turner 
had  three  trout,  ^Ib.,  1  lb.,  |lb.  Mr.  .Jackson  three, 
|lb.  each.  Mr.  Nelson  five,  lib.,  Iflb.,  ^Ib.,  jib., 
1  lb.  9oz.  Visitors  at  the  Meyrick  Arms:  Lieut. -Col. 
A.  Dodd,  March  24,  four,  about  jib.  eich. 
25th,  three,  |lb  each.  26th,  1,  3pb.,  spinning,  a  fine 
well  -  conditioned  trout.  27th,  six,  |lb.  each. 
Major  Langford,  March  25,  three,  |lb.  each.  27th, 
one,  lib.  Mr.  Jervis,  March  24,  nine  fine  fish 
averaging  fib.  Mr.  R.  P.  Owen,  seventeen,  running 
from  Jib.  to  21b.— W.H. 

Iiake  Vyrn-wy  (North  Wales). — For  the  last 
week  the  elements  have  all  seemed  to  combine  to 
make  fishing  as  difficult  as  possible.  The  first  few 
days  were  warm,  and  the  hurricane  that  has  been 
blowing  for  so  long  was  succceeded  by  warm  day^ 
with  a  dead  calm  and  a  thick,  grey  mist.  Since 
Monday  the  gale  has  set  in  again,  and  the  water  is 
very  rough,  and  close  to  shore  discoloured.  The 
baskets  made  have  been  average  ones  only.  Mr. 
Pine  again  heads  the  list  with  the  best  creels  almost 
every  day.  The  weather  is  warm,  and  there  are  a 
few  flies  about ;  but  nothing  in  the  way  of  heavy 
takes  can  be  made  till  the  wind  goes  down. — Lono 
Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Coarse  fishing  is  now 
over  in  the  Lea,  and  a  more  disappointing  season 
has  not  been  experienced  for  years.  Few  specimens 
of  any  kind  have  been  met  with.  During  the  con- 
cluding week  some  nice  roach  were  caught,  princi- 
pally in  the  Ware  district.  On  Slarch  23,  two 
members  of  the  Leyton  Waltonians  took  twenty-five 
nice  fish,  ranging  i,up  to  l|lb.,  and  on  March  2.) 
more  sport  was  enjoyed  with  roach  at  this  station. 
Several  trout  have  been  caught  and  returned  in  the 
Ware  waters.  On  the  Lea,  Beane,  Rib,  IMimrani, 
Hiz,  etc.,  trout  fishing  opens  on  May  1. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Ungg  and  Arrow  (Leominstsr). — The  rivers  are 
running  rather  high  and  stained,  owing  to  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  weather,  and  the  continued 
heavy  falls  of  rain  during  the  night  time ;  dui  ing 
the  day  the  sun  shines  out  brightly,  and  if  the  rain 
would  only  stop  there  would  be  a  prospect  of  good 
sport  being  had.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  not  been  good;  no  fly  fishing  done. 
Worm  has  accounted  for  some  fair  trout.  With 
warm  weather  sport  would  be  good. — Gwyxne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  now 
(Wednesday,  March  29)  in  perfection  for  the  flj' — 
rather  full  and  of  a  very  light  amber  colour,  and 
with  the  advent  of  warmer  days  trout  ought  to 
start  rising  in  earnest.  For  tlie  past  week  the 
wind,  tiiough  chiefly  from  tlie  south-west — a  mild 
quarter — has  been  bitterly  cold,  and  has  kept  the 
fish  down — consequently  sport  has  been  very  poor. 
On  Saturday,  April  1,  the  water  of  the  Rolle  Estate 
— the  cream  of  the  Otter — will  be  opened  to  ticket- 
holders,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  good  number  of 
rods  will  be  on  the  river.  A  ticket  for  two  days  a 
week  is  attached  to  the  RoUe  Hotel  here.  Applica- 
tions should  be  made  to  the  manageress. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — There  are  plenty  of  fisiiermen  on  the 
rivers,  but  the  trout  do  not  seem  to  be  in  such  good 
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condition  as  they  were  this  time  last  year.  I  was 
on  the  Meavy  one  day  last  week,  and  fished  from 
Shaugh  Bridge  to  Jubilee  Bridge  near  Yelverton. 
The  fish  were  very  small  and  in  poor  condition.  I 
did  not  meet  a  soul  on  the  river  until  I  was  just 
knocking  off.  I  noticed  also  a  great  absence  of  fish 
in  this  river,  and  I  am  afraid  if  the  conservators  or 
association  do  not  restock  the  fishermen  will  be 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
that  so  many  salmon  have  been  killed  by  otters  on 
the  Tavy  and  Plym,  nearly  fifty  of  these  fish  having 
become  victims  during  the  winter.  One  fine  female 
fish  was  recognised  as  one  turned  adrift  from  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  water  on  the  Tamar. — William 
Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — A  few  Severn  anglers 
have  been  spinning  with  natural  minnows  for  truut, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Davies  and  Mr.  Walker  have  taken 
a  few  fish.  Those  who  are  privileged  to  fish  the 
private  tributaries  will  do  well  to  visit  the  streams 
as  soon  as  the  water  clears.  Fly  fishing  will  not  be 
possible  for  a  week  or  more.  Although  it  is  now 
close  time  for  coarse  fish,  a  few  pike  have  been 
caught,  it  being  considered  advisable  to  keep  them 
down 'as  much  as  possible.  The  Shrewsbury  and 
District  Angling  Association  contemplate  doing 
something  in  the  direction  of  restocking  the  river 
with  trout,  but  they  realise  that  it  would  be  futile 
to  do  so  until  vigorous  methods  are  taken  to  destroy 
pike  and  chub,  and  the  river  is  better  looked  after 
by  tlie  Conservancy  Board  and  other  authorities. — 
Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
nech). — The  weather  improved  considerably  to- 
wards the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  rivers  were 
improving  in  condition  every  day.  but  a  cold  east 
wind  was  much  against  angling,  and  very  few  flies 
were  seen  on  the  water,  and  rising  trout  few  and 
far  between.  Up  to  the  present  this  week  has  been 
wet  and  stormy,  with  all  these  rivers  flooded  and 
angUng  impossible.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(March  29)  the  wind  and  rain  are  abating,  and  the 
barometer  rising. — ^Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — ^Now 
that  the  close  season  is  upon  us  one  should  take  a 
stroll  down  Chichester  Canal.  Some  good  perch 
have  been  taken  during  the  season  but  larger  fish 
are  to  be  seen  between  the  locks  at  Birdham.  The 
canal  holds  myriads  of  roach  and  bream,  and  pike 
are  much  in  evidence.  In  fact,  the  water  is  over- 
stocked, and  we  hope,  before  the  opening  season,  to 
see  a  club  formed,  and  the  fish — pike  especially 
— protected  from  the  live  gorge  fishermen. 
The  warmer  weather  has  brought  smelt  into  the 
harbour,  and  some  few  dozens  have  been  taken  per 
tide  with  ragworm  as  bait.  A  strip  of  thin  red 
rubber,  like  an  eel  tail  bait,  often  is  successful,  and 
saves  bother  in  re-baiting.  There  is  a  fair  quantity 
of  spent  herring  which  are  giving  sport.  With  small 
tackle  there  is  a  fair  show  of  dabs,  plaice,  and 
flounders  down  the  harbour. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  31b.  brown  trout  was  taken 
in  the  reservoir  at  Ilfracombe  last  week  by  Mr.  Moon. 
A  good  catch  is  recorded  at  Eggesford  last  week, 
some  nice  trout  caught  on  the  Yeo,  and  one  gentle- 
man told  me  he  did  very  well  on  the  Bray,  and  if 
the  weather  had  kept  drier  and  less  cold  good  sport 
would  have  been  had.  Salmon  fishing  opens  on 
April  1,  audit  is  hoped  a  good  number  will  be  about 
with  great  success.  Swallows  were  seen  on  March  25 
— earlier  than  last  year. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil).— Some  very  fine  baskets  of 
trout  taken  up  to  51b.  and  a  beautiful  salmon  of 
14Jlb.,  others  lost.  Some  heavy  rain  has  fallen  and 
a  good  spate  on.  When  it  subsides  sport  should  be 
excellent. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  slightly  coloured  and  rather  high.  Heavy 
rain  has  been  had  of  late,  which  has  kept  the  water 
coloured  and  not  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out, 
the  rain  falling  during  the  night  time,  and  a  good 
few  rods  have  been  out  bottom  fishing.  Trout  have 
began  to  feed  better.  The  flies  to  use  when  the 
water  is  in  order  are  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun, 
February  Red.  Anglers  with  worm  have  taken 
some  good  trout,  several  nice  lots  were  taken  at  the 
end  of  last  week  from  |lb.  to  1  lb.  On  March  29, 
below  Ludford  Bridge,  Mr.  Husk  landed  a  nice 
trout  over  1  lb.  with  worm.  All  that  is  wanted  is 
warmer  weather.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  stained,  but  prospects  for  sport  are 
good  in  them  this  season. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
going  down  and  clearing  nicely,  to  what  it  was  last 
week,  when  it  was  high  and  muddy.  It  is  still  out 
of  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  will  be  as  long  as  there 
are  such  heavy  falls  of  rain  during  the  night. 
Angling  has  been  quiet,  no  fly  fishing  being  done. 
A  few  have  tried  bottom  fishing,  and  ta^oub  in  fair 
condition  have  been  takeq..  The  prospects  for  fishing 
in  this  pairt  arp  gocfd.^ — Woe'c'eStee. 


Tyne,  Iforth  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  stormy  weather  we  have  lately  expe- 
rienced has  been  everything  in  the  angler's  favour. 
After  big  floods  our  northern  rivers  are  running 
into  more  fi?hable  trim.  For  the  past  few  days  fly 
has  been  out  of  the  question.  The  Tyne  has  fished 
well  from  Corbridge.  Good  baskets  have  been  killed 
with  worm  and  minnow.  At  Wylam  some  fine  trout 
have  been  killed  with  worm,  one  scaling  31b.,  killed 
above  the  railway  bridge.  The  Coquet  is  also 
running  into  fine  fishing  form,  and  heavy  baskets 
have  beea  killed  with  the  worrh.  The  Blythe  is 
running  fine  and,  several  anglers  have  done  well 
with  fiy.  A  Newcastle  gentleman  on  the  Wansbeck 
killed  eighteen  fine  trout  with  fly.  A  good  cast : 
point,  March  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa  and  Red 
Spinner. — Heney  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  recent  rain 
there  has  been  a  series  of  freshes  in  the  river,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  water  was  quite  high 
and  thick,  so  that  during  the  last  week  there  were 
some  days  the  anglers  were  unable  to  fish.  The 
prospects  are,  however,  bright  when  the  weather 
and  the  water  settle.  On  Wednesday,  March  22, 
Mr.  J.  T.  Davies  killed  a  salmon  weighing  171b. 
in  the  Wibbs ;  and  Colonel  Morris  one  251b.  On 
Saturday,  March  25.  Mr.  J.  Pitt  caught  the  first 
fish  in  the  town  water,  weighing  20pb.,  in  Prioress 
Flat.  Mr.  Sweet-Escott  and  Mr.  Pyeman  also 
landed  a  salmon  each  the  same  day  below  Chain 
Bridge.  This  was  reported  to  be  Mr.  Escott's  first 
experience  of  salmon  angling.  The  most  successful 
trout  anglers  have  been  Messrs.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  Mr. 
G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  Sergt.-Inst.  Johnstone,  and  Mr. 
J.  Curtis.  The  taking  flies  have  been  Powell's 
(Usk)  March  Brown  and  Dark  Blue.  Fishing  in  the 
Wye,  near  Ross,  on  March  23,  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards, 
of  the  Priory,  Usk,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  221b. 
— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  opening 
of  the  trout  season  took  place  on  March  25,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  turned  out  on  the  opening  day 
as  the  Derwent  was  too  high  for  the  fly,  and  the 
rain  we  had  on  March  26  discoloured  the  Derwent. 
A  goodly  number  of  rods  were  out  on  March  27 
about  Matlock  Bridge  bottom  fishing,  using  dock 
grubs  and  worms  for  bait,  but  I  can  only 
hear  of  an  odd  trout  or  two  being  taken.  On 
March  2S  we  had  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain, 
which  has  caused  these  rivers  to  be  bankful  at  the 
time  of  writing  (March  29),  and  it  looks  like  being  a 
very  dark  woodland  water  in  the  Derwent,  and  it 
will  be  April  1  before  they  will  be  fishable.  April  1 
is  the  opening  day  for  the  Wye,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  coming  season  will  be  much  better  than  two  or 
three  of^the  previous  ones  on  both  rivers.  Useful 
flies  when  the  water  is  favourable  are  Cock-Winged 
Dun,  February  Red,  March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  and 
Wren  Tail. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — Since  last  week  the  water 
has  lowered  and  risen  again,  and  is  still  too  high  for 
salmon  flshing.  Trout  fishing,  however,  is  indulged 
in  with  the  natural  minnow,  the  March  Brown  and 
Green  Tail  as  baits.  Several  rods  have  taken  good 
baskets.  Pike  fishing  has  been  practically  at  a 
standstill.  Roach  are  going  strong,  and  there  is 
any  quantity  of  them,  also  dace  and  chub.  WhUe 
the  water  was  temporarily  low,  before  the  last  rise 
several  salmon  were  seen  on  the  move.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  any  weather  prospect,  but  anglers 
are  anxiously  awaiting  more  favourable  conditions. 
— Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks).  —  Sport  is  improving  slowly  but 
surely,  and  the  weather  on  the  whole  has  been 
favourable  for  angling ;  but  the  last  few  days  it  has 
been  very  much  March-like,  heavy  rainstorms  and 
boisterous  winds  having  prevailed  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  etc.,  and  from  the  amount 
of  rain  falling  on  the  moorlands  we  may  expect 
another  freshet  soon.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  I  hear  Colonel  Lodge  has  been  having  fair 
sport  in  Bishopsdale,  and  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Hawes  Association  have  caught  a  few  nice  trout 
in  the  Upper  Yore ;  so  have  Mr.  John  Willis  and 
others  at  Carperby.  Lower  down  in  the  district  of 
Wensley  and  Middleham,  sport  has  ruled  only 
moderately.  I  hear  that  most  of  the  water  in  the 
Cover  is  toj  be]  closed]  for  at  least  this  season  ;  no 
doubt  this  has  been  brought  about  by  its  over 
fishing.  Some  people  |are  never  satisfied ;  once  the 
riparian  owners  give  them  leave,  they  are  never  off 
the  water.  Some  half  dozen  of  the  principal 
owners  have  decided  to  give  the  waters  a  rest,  and 
restock  the  river  with  a  quantity  of  yearling  trout. 
As  I  have  said  before,  the  Cover  in  a  very 
short  time  could  be  made  one  of  the  best  streams 
in  the  North  of  England.  The  Tanfield  Angling 
Association  open  their  waters  on  April  1.  Last 
week  some  thousand  two-year-old  trout  were  put 
into  the  river,  their  hatchery  containing  about 
20,000  fry,  which  are  ready  to  bo  placed  into  the 
rearing  p'onds.   Tb©  tibndition  of  th'e  Wharfe  hals 


been  much  about  the  same  as  last  week,  and  is 
now  running  in  fine  ply  for  fly  fishing.  Most  of  the 
waters  will  be  opened  by  next  Saturday.  A  few 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  districts  of  Otley, 
Poole,  and  Collingham  Bridge.  I  hear  that  in 
private  waters  two  anglers  have  had  excsptionally 
good  sport,  getting  over  seventy  trout  iti  one  day. 
I  find  an  error  was  made  respecting  a  new  water 
which  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  have  acquired,  the 
length  being  from  Pool  Bridge  down  to  Nunnery 
Streams,  not  from  Harewood  Bridge.  This  water 
will  only  be  fishable  to  members  of  the  society. 
Stocking  operations  have  been  going  on  vigor- 
ously during  the  last  few  days.  The  Derwent 
Anglers'  Club  have  netted  Hackness  rearing 
pond,  and  about  3000  yearUngs  were  caught. 
Since  then  the  club's  other  pond  has  also 
been  netted,  and  the  trout  have  been  turned 
into  their  preserves.  These  are  the  results  of  last 
year's  experiment  of  laying  down  10,000  ova  in 
their  hatching  boxes.  Another  stream  which  has 
been  well  stocked  with  trout  is  the  river  Nidd.^I 
do  not  think  there  is  another  stream  which  has  been 
so  well  stocked  as  this  one  this  year.  The  Harrogate 
Conservative  Angling  Club  very  recently  turned  in 
a  lot  of  yearling  trout,  and  last  week  a  further 
consigmnent  of  2500  yearlings  were  let  loose.  A 
thousand  were  turned  into  the  Crimple,  the  others 
were  distributed  at  Dacre  and  Darley.  In  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Nidd,  a  correspondent  writes  me  that 
he  has  been  busy  with  the  Harrogate  Angling 
Association  turning  in  500  yearling  trout  at  Ribston. 
This  society  have  another  2000  yearlings  to  put  in. 
yet.  A  fine  basket  of  nineteen  nice  trout  was 
caught  in  the  River  Aire  in  the  district  of  Skipton 
and  Gargrave  the  other  day  with  fiy.  The  weather 
is  very  much  brighter,  and  with  a  continuance  of 
same  sport  will  greatly  improve.  The  best  flies  will 
be  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 
Snipe  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly. — For  two  days  the  weather  was  beauti- 
fully fine  this  week,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  week 
snow  fell  heavily  and  the  air  was  very  cold.  The 
result  is  that  sea-trout  do  not  seem  to  be  taking 
the  river  so  readily  as  they  generally  do  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Last  year  there  were  large 
shoals  in  the  tidal  waters  in  the  corresponding  last 
week  of  March,  and  it  was  then  that  Mr.  Wm. 
Macleay,  taxidermist,  Inverness,  had  106  to  his  rod 
in  a  single  day.  Some  nice  baskets  were  creeled 
during  the  week  by  Mr.  Cameron's  Moniach  Castle 
rod  on  March  20,  22,  and  24,  and  by  the  Beaufort 
Castle  and  Farley  House  rods  on  March  21,  23,  and 
25,  the  heaviest  basket  reaching  9Jlb.  Salmon 
seem  to  be  taking  the  river  in  larger  quantities. 
There  was  no  fishing  for  salmon  except  on  the  home 
beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  and  there  only  on  three 
days.  Two  nice  salmon  of  91b.  and  1 1  lb.  were 
grassed,  both  in  capital  condition,  while  very  few 
kelts  were  seen.  On  March  28,  Mr.  Young  started 
fishing  on  the  home  beat,  and  will  have  his  quarters 
in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  and  there  will  be  constant 
fishing  up  till  the  end  of  September.  Higher  up 
the  river,  in  the  Cannich  district,  there  are  prospects 
of  good  trout  angling.  Both  on  the  river  and  in 
lochs  near  Cannich  some  splendid  trout  are  to  be 
had.  Last  season  visitors  to  the  Cannich  Hotel, 
which  is  most  comfortable,  landed  trout  up  to 
41b.  4oz.,  the  fish  being  quite  as  pink  as  the  freshest 
run  salmon. — A.  R. 

Border  Usk  and  Liddle. — Spring  salmon  of 
about  91b.  and  121b.  continue  to  afford  moderate 
spoit  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Double  water  of 
the  Esk,  and  several  have  been  landed  in  the 
Netherby  reserved  portion,  and  in  the  Metal  Bridge 
stretches.  Fishing  in  Mr.  Makant's  division  of  the 
Netherby  water,  Mr.  Read,  of  Arthuret,  landed  a 
new-run  spring  salmon  on  Friday  (March  24)  with 
the  sea  parasite  upon  him.  The  first  sea-trout  of 
the  season  has  been  caught  in  the  nets  below  Metal 
Bridge.  It  scaled  about  51b.  A  few  salmon  of 
light  weight  have  been  taken  by  the  stake  nets  in 
the  Solway  Firth  along  with  some  grey  fish  up  to 
201b.  Sea-trout  have  not  commenced  to  rim  so 
far,  but  are  expected  to  do  so  in  a  few  days.  The 
bill  affecting  the  Solway  fisheries,  introduced  last 
session  in  the  House  of  Commons,  cannot,  accord- 
ing to  the  Lord  Advocate,  be  seriously  entertained 
at  present,  but  if  a  spirit  of  compromise  was  abroad 
he  would  gladly  do  anything  in  his  power  to  effect  a 
a  settlement,  recognising  as  he  did  the  importance 
of  the  question  at  issue.  After  the  recent  succession 
of  spates,  fine  weather  has  set  in,  and  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches  are  getting  into  good  condition. 
Spawned  salmon  are  still  in  the  river  mostly  below 
Longtown,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  first  high  tide 
will  induce  many  of  them  to  make  traisks  for  the  sea. 
Mr.  Adam  Keen,  Canonbie,  landed  a  small  salmon 
weighing  about  101b.,  in  the  Netherby  refeierv'ed 
water.   On  Sat'ur'day  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Lan^olm,  fiahirig 
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in  the  Cogie  pool,  on  the  Esk,  landed  a  nice  salmon 
weighing  13Jlb.  Trout  have  been  rising  freely  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  also  in  Liddle,  and 
a  few  have  been  caught.  A  good  many  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Canonbie  water,  but  trout  are 
not  taking  well  there  to  the  fly  as  yet.  A  Longtown 
angler  landed  two  nice  fish,  each  weighing  about 
121b.  They  were  caught  below  Longtown  Bridge. 
Fishing  in  the  Ewes,  Mr.  Archibald  Irving,  Lang- 
holm, creeled  twelve  yellow  trout,  while  Dr.  Holmes, 
Langholm,  has  had  two  days'  fishing  in  Ewes,  and 
been  fairly  successful  with  yellow  trout.  A  few 
trout  in  nice  condition  have  been  got  above  Tarras 
Foot.  So  far  the  spring  angling  in  the  Esk  has 
been  about  up  to  the  average  in  previous  seasons. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— The 

weather  has  greatly  improved,  and  so  has  angling. 
Since  last  week's  report  the  following  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  various  waters:—  On  March  21,  Mr. 
George  MacDonald,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  one 
salmon  of  81b.  on  Invercharron  water,  and  Lord 
Garioch,  Belleville  House,  Ardgay,  one  of  6^1b.  on 
Gledfield  water.  On  March  22,  Lord  Garioch  had  a 
7-pounder,  and  on  March  23  one  of  7^1b.  on  same 
water.  On  March  24,  Mr.  John  Matheson,  on  Col. 
Piatt's  rod,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  Gruinards 
water,  and  Lord  Garioch  a  7-pounder  on  Gledfield 
water.  On  March  25,  Hon.  W.  Brooke,  Belleville 
House,  landed  one  of  7Jlb.  on  GledSeld  water.  On 
March  27,  the  last-named  had  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
George  MacDonald,  Invercharron,  one  of  91b.  The 
net  salmon  fishings  of  Invercharron,  Balnagown, 
and  Skibo  are  still  very  unremunerative.  Very  few 
fish  got  on  any  of  them. — B. 

Beveron  (Ban£fshire). — Although  anglers  have 
been  trying  the  fishing  on  the  lower  and  middle 
waters  the  baskets  are  exceedingly  light.  To-day 
(Saturday)  the  free  fishing  at  Huntly  begins.  The 
spring  trout  fishing  on  the  Deveron  generally  is 
good,  and  April  is  considered  the  best  month.  For 
the  past  week  the  net  fishings  in  the  river  and 
adjacent  coast  have  shown  a  slight  improvement. 
The  small  number  of  salmon  got  by  the  sweep  nets 
in  the  vicinity  of  Duff  House  are  of  fine  quality  and 
averaging  91b.  The  salmon  got  in  the  bag  nets  on 
the  coast  are  a  little  heavier  in  weight — a  fine 
specimen  taken  from  the  nets  at  Banff  lately 
weighed  301b.  This  is  the  heaviest  fish  caught  this 
season.  Sea-trout  are  not  of  so  good  quaUtv  — 
H.  W.  e.        H  y 

Loch  NTess  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.) — On  March  20, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  two  salmon,  21  lb.  and 
20ilb. ;  on  March  22,  one,  101b.  On  March  23,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Maclean,  Inverness,  one,  221b. — S.  Tilston. 

Locli  Tay  (Keumore,  N.B.). — On  March  27 
Mrs.  Henry  Tate  caught  a  salmon,  171b.;  Miss 
Lewis,  one  201b. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  21,  Mr.  J. 
Mc William  landed  a  salmon,  211b. ;  Mr.  H.  Evans, 
London,  one,  151b.  On  March  22,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Knight,  one,  21  lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  16,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond, 
had  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  191b.,  and  Colonel 
Grove,  C.B.,  Edinburgh,  one  of  141b. ;  on  March  22, 
Mr.  Geen  had  one  of  15pb.,  and  on  March  23  one  of 
171b.  and  Colonel  Hughes,  D.S.O.,  one  of  161b. ;  on 
March  25,  Mr.  Geen  had  two  of  18|lb.  and  171b., 
and  on  March  27  Mr.  Geen  had  another  of  15ilb. ; 
on  March  28  Major  Macbean  had  one  of  231b. — 
R.  Stewart. 

Kaver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — For  a 
considerable  time  the  river  was  flooded,  thewe'ather 
was  boisterous,  and;  sport  so  poor  that  regular 
reports  have  not  been  sent,  but  of  late  a  decided 
improvement  has  set  in.  Last  week  the  following 
sport  was  obtained : — On  March  20,  Mr.  H.  V.  War- 
render,  Rhifail,  had  a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr. 
Popham,  Syre  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Alison 
Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  salmon  and  one  sea- 
trout  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Spottiswood,  Rhifail,  two 
salmon  on  No.  6.  On  March  21,  Mr.  Spottiswood 
caught  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Warrender, 
one  on  No.  2;  Mr.  Popham,  two  on  No.  4;  Mr. 
Arbuthnot,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr. 
Alison  Johnson,  three  on  No.  6.  On  March  22,  Mr. 
Warrender  caught  one  on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Pick,  Syre  Lodge, 
one  on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  one  on  No.  6. 
On  March  23,  Mr.  Popham,  Syre  Lodge,  two  salmon 
on  No.  6  ;  and  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  6.  On  March  24,  Mr.  Popham  had  one  on 
No.  1  ;  and  Mr.  Spottiswood,  one  on  No.  4.  The 
day  was  so  stormy  that  only  those  anglers  were  out. 
On  the  Borgie  river,  Messrs.  Jamieson,  the  lessees 
(two  rods),  landed  thirty-two  fish  in  three  weeks, 
the  heaviest  weighing  201b. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  Balmoral 
and  Ballater  reaches  sport  has  been  slack,  but  the 
chances  are  that  with  soft  weather  it  will  be  other- 
wi;e.  On  the  Dinnet  section  splendid  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  week  by  Mr.  Nix  and  party  on 
the  upper  beats,  aad  Mr.  Hartley  and  party  on  the 


lower,  creeling  some  forty  odd  fish  among  them 
On  the  Abojme  and  Kincardine  reaches  fairly  good 
sport  is  being  got  daily  since  the  river  filled,  and 
the  prospects  have  been  vastly  enhanced.    On  the 
Drum  water,  Mr.  A.  E.  F.  Morrison,  Glassel,  had 
three  nice  fish  scaling  71b.,  81b.,  and  231b.,  whUe 
Mr.  Laing,  London,  had  two  on  the  Park  water  of 
71b.  and  151b.    On  the  Blairs  water,  Mr.  Gill  had  a 
fish  of  71b.  on  March  25,  but  the  river  has  been 
too  big  for  sport  on  the  lower  reaches.    Very  few 
fish  are  being  got  in  the  nets  either  in  the  river  or 
on  the  coast.    On  the  tidal  waters  some  grand 
baskets  of  finnock  were  made  on  March  25  with 
the  spate  by  Messrs.  Robertson,  Mackay,  Jamieson 
Capt.  Harper,  and  others.    On  the  Don  some  sport 
has  been  recently  got  at  Kintore,  but  mostly  with 
fish  of  the  kelt  order,  very  few  fresh  salmon  being 
about.    Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  made 
last  week  on  the  Burgh  Inverurie  waters,  as  also  on 
the  little  water  of  Urie.    Higher  up  sport  is  just 
beginning,  but  the  prospects  of  a  good  season  are 
very  bright  indeed.    There  is  now  plenty  of  water, 
and,  with  a  little  milder  weather,  the  trout  season 
would  be  in  full  swing.    On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Ciyne  creeled  fifteen  finnock  on  March  23  on  the 
Ellon   Castle  waters.    Mr.   Gordon,  Ellon  Castle, 
has  also  had  some  fine  sport.    The  Castle  waters 
are  now  closed  for  April.    On  the  Tarty  waters  of 
the  Ythan  Mr.  Robertson,  Aberdeen  Postal  Service, 
had  a  basket  of  a  dozen  fish  last  week. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
Fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  J.  Edwards 
Moss,  London,  has  recently  had  the  following  sport 
— On  March  18,  one  salmon,  121b.;  on  March  21,  a 
7-pounder ;  and  on  March  24  he  landed  five  salmon, 
three  of  741b.  each,  one  of  8^1b.,  and  one  of  9-|lb 
Excellent  weather  now  prevails. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  On  March  21,  Mr 
Thornley,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon, 
weighing  131b.,  and  on  March  24,  one  of  11  lb.  On 
March  25,  Captain  Oliphant  caught  a  10-pounder, 
and  Mr.  Thornley,  one,  weighing  221b.  River  now 
in  good  order  and  favourable. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  another 
week's  disappointment  for  anglers  in  the  Border  dis 
trict.  The  fisheries  in  the  Firth  have  not  been  doing 
much  this  week,  and  few  spring  salmon  have  been 
caught  in  the  stake  nets.  Odd  sea- trout  are  beginning 
to  run  ,though  the  date  is  early  enough  for  the  Solway. 
The  Annan. — This  river  has  been  in  continual  flood 
this  week.  Spinning  in  the  Brewery  Pool,  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  Mr.  J.  Laurie  hooked  with  a 
Silver  Devon  a  salmon.  On  being  landed  it  was 
discovered  to  be  a  well-mended  kelt  of  some  161b. 
or  171b.,  and  was  carefully  returned.  In  the  upper 
reaches  Mr.  Hamilton  landed  a  similar  fish,  as  also 
did  Mr.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  Richardson.  The  spates 
have  carried  down  to  the  sea  most  of  the]  spent 
salmon  kelts,  though  many  are  likely  to  be  found 
in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  up  to  the  end  of 
April.  In  the  tributaries  the  March  Brown  and 
the  Partridge  and  Orange  have  been  the  most 
successful  fSes.  The  worm  fished  in  the  tribu- 
taries has  accounted  for  catches  up  to  six 
and  seven  brace.  Many  sea  -  trout  kelts  and 
kelt  herhng  have  been  landed  and  put  back. 
The  Dumtbies  Nith. — This  river  has  been  fre- 
quently in  flood,  and  no  sport  has  fallen  to  the 
rods  in  the  immediate  lower  reaches.  In  the  mid- 
Nithsdale  Association  portion  a  number  of  salmon 
kelts  have  been  hooked.  Yellow  trout  fishing  has 
not  become  general  yet  as  they  are  hardly  fit  to  be 
taken.  In  the  tributaries  several  anglers  have  had 
six  to  a  dozen,  chiefly  caught  with  worm  bait. 
Trout  have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly  at  all  freely. 
The  Galloway  Rivees. — There  has  been  little  or 
no  sport  on  the  rivers  of  this  district  during  the 
week.  All  the  streams  are  at  present  in  a  more  or 
less  flooded  condition.  The  Ayeshihe  Rivers. — 
Nothing  is  doing  in  the  rivers  of  this  district  owing 
to  the  heavy  rains. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  weather  has 
been  very  wet  and  stormy,  rain  falling  almost  con- 
tinuously, as  a  consequence  the  river  has  been 
running  high  and  dirty.  Fair  sport  has  notwith- 
standing been  obtained.  For  week  ending  March  27, 
Mr.  Archibald  Turner  had  on  Burnmouth  water 
one  fish  of  19|lb.  on  March  27,  and  other  two  of 
ig^lb.  and  141b.  on  March  28.  On  Bencbill 
water  the  same  angler  landed  one  fish  of  181b. 
on  March  22,  and  one  of  23pb.  on  March  27, 
while  Mrs.  Turner  had  one  of  161b.  on  Burnmouth 
on  March  25.  Fishing  Stanley  water  on  March  23, 
Colonel  Edward  S.  May  landed  one  salmon  of  21  lb. 
and  two  of  251b.  and  16|lb.  on  March  25.  The 
boatman,  fishing  Lower  ,  fjattleby  water  for  Mr. 
Coats,  on  March  22,  had  one  fish  of  191b.  Del  vine 
water  yielded  two  fish  for  the  week,  Mr.  R.  L.  Scott 
having  one  of  231b.  and  his  boatman  another  of  171b. 
Excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  on  Murthly 
Castle  water,  the  whole  stretch  yielding  for  the 
week  eleven  salmon,  averaging  131b.  to  221b.  On 
Upper  Dunkeld  water  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  had  one  fish  of 


171b.  on  March  27,  and  his  boatman  one  of  12Jlb. 
on  March  23,  while  on  Lower  Dunkeld  Mr.  Park 
landed  one  fish  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay 
one  of  101b.  on  March  23,  one,  17ilb.,  on 
March  25,  and  another  of  201b.  on  March  27. 
Mr.  Park's  boatman,  fishing  the  Dalgui-:e  stretch 
on  March  22,  got  one  fish  of  161b.,  while 
Capt.  Pearith  had  two  of  171b.  and  14lb.  on  March 
25.  River  Tummel. — Fishing  the  Fishers'  Hotel, 
Pitlochry,  water  on  March  25,  Mr.  Forbes  landed 
a  fine  fish  of  J51b.,  while  another  angler  had  another 
fish  of  similar  weight  on  March  28.  LocH  Tay. — 
From  Killin  Hotel  Mr.  James  Mc  William  on  March 
21  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.  and  Mr.  H.  Evans 
Broad  one  of  151b.,  while  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight  had  one 
of  211b.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — This  river  was  in  good 
ply  up  to  March  24,  when  heavy  rain  brought  the 
river  down  in  flood,  and  on  March  25  it  blew  a 
hurricane  from  the  south.  For  the  week  ending 
March  28,  there  were  killed :  On  No.  3  Beat,  two 
fish  of  21  lb.  and  171b. ;  on  No.  6  Beat,  two  fish  of 
15|lb.  and  6Jlb. ;  on  No.  7  Beat,  five  fish  of  181b., 
171b.,  12pb.,  11  Jib.,  and  91b.;  on  No.  8  Beat,  ten 
fish  of  221b.,  IG^b.,  19ilb.,  17|lb.,  ISJlb.,  121b.. 
941b.,  91b..  8Jlb.,  and  7|lb. ;  and  on  No.  1  Beat, 
one  fish  of  7|lb.  Six  of  the  ten  fish  killed  on  No.  8 
Beat  were  caught  by  Mr.  Pople  on  March  23. — 
A.  A.  , 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — After  recent 

floods  there  is  a  good  run  of  spring  fish  for  the  last 
week.  On  March  18  Mr.  A.  Mathews  secured  one, 
9Jlb.,  and  on  March  20  two,  121b.  and  13|lb.— Jock 
Scott. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good  considering  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  river.  On  Manch  water,  Mr.  J.  O.  Jameson  had 
three,  81b:,  91b.,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Cairnes  three, 
91b.,  91b.,  22pb. ;  and  Major  Henderson  four,  8pb., 
91b.,  9ilb.,  121b.  At  Castle  Bernard,  Mr.  Hodson, 
J.P.,  one  1 1  lb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley, 
two,  81b.  and  11  lb.,  and  Mr  Dineen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Rye, 
one  111b.;  Mr.  Wren,  one  101b.;  Mr.  W.  S.  Hos- 
ford,  two,  81b.  and  11  lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Bevan,  one,  61b., 
and  Mr.  T.  OUiffe,  one,  91b. — William  H^ynes 
and  Son. 

Baun  and  Trihutaries. — All  the  tributaries 
were  in  high  flood  during  the  early  days  of  the 
week  and  the  fly  could  not  be  used  More  recently 
rain  ceased  faULng  and  milder  weather  prevailed, 
and  the  Maine,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and 
Moyola  are  being  reduced  and  their  upper  reaches 
are  in  order.  The  highest  flood  ever  experienced  in 
April  is  now  running  down  the  Banru  The  land 
around  Lough  Neagh  is  covered  to  a  depth  of 
many  feet  and  the  weir  at  Toome  has  disappeared 
under  water.  No  sport  need  bs  expected  till  there 
is  a  reduction  of  at  least  two  feet  even  on  the 
shallowest  of  the  stretches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  has  much 
improved,  and  the  rivers  are  all  in  good  order. 
The  Sixmile,  Crossgar,  and  the  smaller  streams  are 
fishing  much  better,  and  an  appreciable  improve- 
ment in  trouting  is  reported  from  the  Woodburn 
and  other  reservoirs.  More  sea-trout  have  run  up 
the  Crossgar,  and  they  are  plentiful  as  far  up  as 
Kilmore.  The  Moneycarragh  was  in  pretty  good 
order  lately,  and  white  trout  are  showing  up  in  it. 
•J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — The  river  has  been  in  constant 
flood  since  March  14.  and  even  now  is  much  above 
its  normal  level  for  time  of  the  year,  and  it  is  only 
in  one  or  two  parts  that  fishing  is  practicable.  On 
Stackallen  Mr.  Watkin  had  one  of  201b.  on  March  23. 
On  Upper  Black  Castle  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  three 
of  211b.,  llilb.,  lljlb.;  Mr.  C.  W.  Wright  two  of 
171b.  and  81b.;  Mr.  Boylanoneof  271b.  on  March  27; 
and  Mr.  Francis  Ley  two  of  201b.  and  191b.  on 
March  28.  On  Ardmulchan  a  fisherman  had  one  of 
121b.  on  March  27. — Claret  Fly. 

Buudrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather  has 
been  very  wet  in  this  locahty  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  river  continues  in  high  flood  and  unflshable 
in  most  places.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two 
fresh  run  salmon  of  131b.  and  101b.  on  March  25. — • 
M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunou  and  Belleek),  —  The 
Erne  is  at  present  very  high,  yet  some  fine 
specimens  of  the  famous  Erne  trout  continue  to 
be  taken,  and  as  soon  as  the  river  clears  and  the 
water  gets  into  fishing  order,  some  good  sport  will 
be  had  amongst  these  fine  trout. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — There  was  a  good  deal  of  rain 
during  the  past  week,  and  consequently  the  river 
was  high  and  discoloured,  but  it  is  now  falling. 
Mrs.  Humphreys  caught  two  spring  fish,  weighing 
121b.  and  101b.,  and  landed  a  few  kelts;  Mr.  T. 
Lydon,  one  salmon,  12 ^b.  There  is  a  good  run  of 
spring  fish,  and  a  number  of  kelts  are  passing  down 
to  the  sea. — W.  N.  Milne. 
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Killarney. — Sport  generally  has  been  good  at 
salmon  on  the  Killarney  waters.  Some  good 
baskets  of  brown  trout  were  had  on  the  lakes  on  a 
couple  of  davs  when  the  conditions  were  favour- 
able.—T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  'co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  a  very 
flooded  state  during  the  week.  Weather  continues 
broken.  On  the  Warrenseourt  water  four  salmon 
were  taken,  41b.,  121b.,  181b.,  221b.;  on  Nettleville 
water  Mr.  Robert  Nettles  had  five,  8|lb.,  8|lb.,  91b., 
91b.,  101b. ;  and  F.  St.  Leger  Carter  two,  8ilb.  and 
91b. ;  on  Oak  Grove  water,  G.  M.  levers  one,  171b. ; 
on  Carhue,  Somers  Payne  one,  201b. ;  on  Classas, 
F.  M.  Leader  two  141b.  and  171b. ;  on  Nadrid 
Colonel  Sanderford  two,  81b.  and  81b. ;  and  J.  For- 
rest one,  71b. ;  on  Rooves  water  Mr.  Lyons  five, 
81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  111b.,  and  211b.  ;  and  F.  Daly  four, 
81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b. ;  on  Carbery  water  Major- 
Geaeral  Dickins  two,  71b.  and  91b.,  and  A.  F.  Dickins 
one,  101b.  ;  on  Inniscarra  water  Colonel  Sillem  six, 
61b.,  81b.,  SUb.,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  IS^lb. ;  on  the  Powder- 
mills,  S.  Haynes  one  5ilb.  ;  and  on  Castleinch,  J. 
Leary  one,  7pb. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iioxigrli  Currane,  etc.  (WaterviUe.  co.  Kerry). — 
Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt  had  two  salmon,  91b.  and  111b.; 
Tom  Sullivan,  one,  121b. ;  Denis  Currane,  one, 
7Jlb. ;  Patrick  Currane,  one,  8pb. ;  and  Ned 
Dennehy,  one,  9|^lb.  No  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  rivers  since  last  report. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongrb  QXelviu. — Angling  has  fairly  begun. 
Colonel  Wade,  C.B.,  landed  three  fresh  run  salmon 
during  the  past  week  of  111b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  The 
Colonel  was  unfortunate  in  losing  two  more  new 
fish,  which  he  had  well  in  play.  Colonel  Under- 
wood landed  one  fresh  run  salmon  of  91b.  and  a  fine 
gillaioo  trout  of  21b.,  and  some  others.  Mr. 
J.  M.  C.  landed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  10 Jib.  on 
March  28,  and  several  trout.  Mr.  C.  Kerrigan  took 
a  number  of  nice  trout  fly  fishing  on  M-arch  24. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries,  the  Shule,  Derg, 
Glenelly,  Finn,  etc.,  open  to-day  (Apiil  1}.  At  time 
of  writing  these  streams  aie  toning  down  into 
order.  The  preserved  waters,  which  embrace  the 
cream  of  the  fishing,  will  be  fished  under  the  same 
conditions  as  in  the  previous  two  seasons. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  {Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order  ; 
south  winds.  A  fair  show  of  salmon  on  the  upper 
and  lower  reaches.  There  were  some  large  fish  taken 
in  the  weirs  during  the  week — up  to  351b.  There 
were  no  rods  out  owing  to  the  high  water.  Lough 
Ccnn  should  fish  well  during  the  week  as  a  good 
number  of  fish  have  gone  up.  Trout  fishing  on  the 
lower  reaches  was  fair,  and  some  nice  baskets  were 
got. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  changeable  during  most  of 
the  past  week,  but  at  the  time  of  wiiting  the  water 
is  clearing  rapidly.  If  the  weather  continues  to 
keep  fine  good  sport  is  sure  to  follow.  A  fair 
number  of  clean  fish  is  to  be  seen  showing  in  the 
lower  pools  of  the  river.  A  good  catch  of  clean  fish 
has  been  got  during  the  past  week  at  Ballina 
salmon  weirs.  The  loughs  are  a  bit  high  at  present, 
but  a  little  fine  weather  will  bring  them  down  to 
fishing  level,  and  a  good  many  salmon  have  made 
their  way  to  them  during  the  recent  high  water  in 
the  liver.  Some  local  fishers  on  the  loughs  on 
Saturday  had  some  very  nice  trout,  largest  51b. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — Prospects  of  fishing  here 
are  very  poor  indeed  for  some  time  to  come  owing 
to  the  floods.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  the  Shannon 
so  high  at  this  season  of  the  year  before.  The  lake 
fishing  is  fair  considering  the  weather.  They  are 
getting  some  good  trout  cross-lining.  I  have  sean 
three  pike  (341b.)  that  were  killed  on  March  26  at  the 
mouth  of  the  lake  by  one  man.  There  will  be  no 
salmon  till  the  water  goes  down  several  feet. — F.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  still  suffer  from 
rainy  weather  and  the  river  keeps  at  a  very  high 
mark.  During  the  week  the  following  fish  were 
taken: — On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  two 
f  almon,  361b.,  lolb. ;  on  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed  one,  271b. ;  on  Prospect  the  fisher- 
men killed  four,  151b.,  131b.,  281b.,  and  341b.— 
John  Eniiight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Con- 
tinued adverse  weather  and  increased  high  water 
have  both  conspired  to  interfere  with  the  angler's 
chance  of  sport  with  salmon  and  trout  again  this 
weok.  Can't  be  helped.  But  oui-  time  is  coming, 
and  that  fast,  and  then  I  shall  have  more  cheerful 
intelligence  to  send  you  of  our  doings  here.  The 
coli  is  fearful  at  present,  but  with  more  genial 
weather  matters  are  certain  to  improve. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx   (March  25). — The  news  this  week — 
what  little  there  is — refers  to  the  Stockalper,  where 
three  or  four  anglers  found  things  somewhat  better 
than  previously.    The  upper  part  of  the  stream  was 


fishable  and  of  a  nice  colour,  with  at  times  plenty 
of  Duns  on  the  surface,  of  which  hardly  any  notice 
was  taken  by  the  trout,  but  there  was  an  odd  rise 
and  one  good  trout  was  lost.  Some  of  smaller  size 
were  taken  in  the  lower  reaches  wherever  the  water 
was  deepest.  Doubtless  the  fish  will  take  some  time 
to  settle  into  their  quarters  after  the  late  extensive 
scooping  and  raking  which  the  stream  is  annually 
subjected  to,  and  at  any  rate  there  is  a  prevalent 
opinion  among  those  whose  acquaintance  with  the 
locality  is  mature  that  it  is  as  yet  too  early  in  the 
season  to  expect  much  fishing.— Ben wy an. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Very  bright  and  clear  water 
still  obtains  in  this  locality,  and  daylight  fishing 
remains  almost  entirely  unproductive,  but  evening 
hours  provide  lively  sport  for  all  concerned,  though 
the  majority  of  the  catches  consist  of  pouting  only. 
Mr,  A.  J.  Stait  made  the  best  bag  on  March  24,  his 
evening's  return  consisting  of  eight  codling  and 
twenty-one  pouting.  On  March  25  the  pier  anglers 
were  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Larkman,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tress,  Mr.  F.  R.  Hadsley,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Mr.  N. 
Winstanley,  B.S.A.S.,  but  little  was  done  by  any 
one  until  after  sunset,  when  the  fish  took  the  baits 
freely  for  about  two  hours,  and  Mr.  Hadsley  and 
Mr.  Winstanley  left  the  pier  with  fifty-one  fish,  all 
taken  upon  cockle  bait.  Mr.  Tress  made  a  small 
mixed  bag  on  the  following  day,  and  several  others 
met  with  similar  success.  Mr.  H.  F.  Cheshire  fished 
early  on  Monday,  March  27,  but  experienced  little 
sport,  and  those  who  joined  forces  with  him  later  in 
the  day  were  not  more  fortunate,  but  evening 
hours  again  provided  all  present  with  good  pastime, 
the  best  total  (twenty-seven)  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Tress.  The  morning  yield  on  March  28  was 
practically  nil,  and  afternoon  hours  witnessed  no 
improvement  whatever,  but  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Turner, 
and  others  all  did  well  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Young's 
catch  including  a  small  sole.  Mr.  Larkman  and  Mr. 
Band  were  the  only  two  pier  patrons  on  March  29, 
and  their  catches  were  scarcely  worthy  of  record 
with  the  exception  of  two  plaice  taken  by  the  last 
named  angler.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  been  a  little  more  brisk 
during  the  week,  and  better  reports  are  reaching 
me  from  all  parts.  They  have  had  some  wonderful 
catches  of  mackerel  in  Cornwall,  some  of  the  boats 
bringing  in  as  many  as  50,000,  the  first  lots  landed 
fetching  as  much  as  15s.  per  120.  The  later  boats 
brought  in  from  10,000  to  5000,  and  the  prices 
dropped  as  low  as  8s.  per  120.  It  is  strange  we  do 
not  hear  so  much  of  the  dogfish  injuring  the 
mackerel  nets ;  perhaps  they  are  not  so  partial  to 
the^e  fish.  We  have  had  another  big  haul  of  grey 
mullet  in  the  dry  dock  belonging  to  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company.  The  old  floating 
pontoon  used  as  a  landing-stage  had  been  taken  in 
to  be  dry  docked,  and  as  there  was  a  lot  of  long 
weed  growing  on  it  the  mullet  must  have  followed 
it  into  the  docks,  for  when  the  gates  were  closed  and 
the  water  pumped  out  some  thousands  of  these  fish 
were  dipped  up.— William  Heardeb.  (B.S.A.S.). 


PROSPECTS  AND  REPORTS  RE 
RIVERS  IN  NORWAY. 


Deas  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  in  sending  you 
herewith  copies  of  reports  we  have  just  received 
from  our  agents  in  Norway,  which  we  trust  may  be 
of  interest  to  you. — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

FfiOM  Olb  R.  Olsen,  Bergen.  March  20. 

There  is  plenty  of  well  packed  snow  in  the  districts 
south  and  north  of  Bergen,  and  also  further  north 
in  Sf*ndfjord,  Nordfjord,  Sogn,  S0ndmf*re,  and 
Romsdal,  and  south  and  north  of  Trondhjem, 
Namsos,  and  Nordland.  There  is  more  snow  this 
year  on  the  mountains  than  for  many  years,  so  in 
the  rivers  in  these  districts  good  salmon  fishing 
should  be  expected  this  coming  season.  Further 
south  there  is  little  snow,  so  it  depends  if  rain  will 
keep  these  rivers  in  order. 

The  new  salmon  fishing  laws  prohibit  the  use 
of  salmon  catching  nets  in  the  sea  and  fjords 
more  than  four  days  a  week,  the  weekly  close 
time  being  three  days  a  week,  namely,  from  Friday, 
6  p.m.,  until  Monday,  6  p.m.  The  government, 
however,  may,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  local 
amtsthing  or  fishery  board,  reduce  the  weekly  close 
time  in  such  places  as  such  reduction  may  be  found 
necessary. 

The  yearly  close  time  for  salmon-catching  nets  in 
the  sea  and  fjords  is  from  Aug.  26  to  April  14, 
whereas  the  close  time  for  rod  fishing  only  begins 
on  Sept.  15.  The  size  of  tlie  meshes  in  salmon- 
catching  nets  must  not  be  smaller  than  5'8  cm. 
between  the  knots  when  wet.  According  to  these 
new  laws  the  ordinary  weekly  close  time  is  to  be 


three  days  instead  of  two  days  as  formerly,  which 
should  benefit  the  salmon  rod  fishing. 

From  Bachke  &  Co.,  Trondhjem,  March  22. 

In  further  reference  to  your  inquiry  of  March  10, 
the  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from 
our  correspondent,  which  refers  to  the  Namsen 
district :  — 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  is  as 
yet  too  early  to  form  an  idea  about  the  salmon 
fishing  for  the  coming  season.  So  much  can  be 
said,  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  snow  in  the 
districts  and  the  higher  parts  of  the  country,  and 
there  is,  therefore,  every  probability  that  the  rivers 
will  have  plenty  of  water  during  the  fishing  season. 
The  rivers  are  still  covered  with  thick  ice  and 
snow." 

Information  we  have  from  other  districts  is  to 
the  same  effect  as  above. 

From  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansi}nd,  March  22. 

My  friends  in  the  fishing  districts  say  that  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  season's  salmon  fishing  are 
very  good,  as  much  snow  is  laying  on  the  tops  of 
the  mountains  as  well  as  there  is  plenty  in  the 
valleys.  There  is  not  so  deep  ice  in  the  ground  this 
year ;  it  is  therefore  supposed  that  the  snow  will 
melt  earlier,  and  consequently  the  salmon  will 
also  appear  early,  particularly  in  the  lower  districts, 
and  the  fishing  is  expected  to  last  so  much  longer 
as  the  fish  may  slowly  run  up  the  river.  The 
fishermen  seem  to  believe  that  the  result  of  the 
salmon  fishing  will  be  above  the  average, 

FbOxM  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavangee,  March  24. 

I  have  pleasure  in  informing  j'ou  that  the  rivers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stavanger  are  in  splendid 
condition.  At  the  present  time  there  is  only  Little 
snow  in  the  lowlands,  whilst  it  is  lying  very  deep  in 
the  high  mountains  ;  and,  as  the  weather  is  very 
cold,  more  snow  may  be  expected,  so  the  rivers  will 
probably  be  full  of  water  most  part  of  the  summer. 

From  F.  Reinhaedt  &  Co.,  Christiansand, 
March  24. 

Although  the  quantity  of  snow  up  cormtry  and 
in'the  mountains  is  considerably  smaller  than  usual 
this  year,  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  rivers  of  this 
district  is  fairly  good,  better  than  is  the  case  in  most 
rivers  of  Eastern  Norway. 

The  possibility  of  more  snow  in  the  mountains  in 
the  end  of  this  or  the  beginning  of  next  month  ia 
not  excluded,  and  with  a  rainy  spring  after  this  dry 
winter,  the  prospects  for  the  fishing  in  this  district 
may  be  said  to  be  tolerably  good.  It  is,  however, 
now  far  too  early  to  express  any  opinion,  which  can 
be  calculated  upon,  as  a  couple  of  days'  snow  might 
still  better  the  present  aspects. 


Jlssociafions,  cic. 


Anglers'  Association, 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday, 
April  3,  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  E.G.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  competition, 
held  in  the  river  Lea,  at  Rye  House,  Herts,  was,  as 
announced  in  last  week's  issue,  commenced  on 
March  19  last.  As  only  fifty-three  of  the  ninety-one 
prizes  were  taken  the  competition  was  resumed  on 
March  26  over  the  same  stretch  of  water.  Being  a 
fine  day  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  presentsd 
themselves  at  the  stamping  table  ;  352  competitors, 
at  the  signal  to  start,  cheerfully,  and  at  various 
gaits,  set  oft  to  their  favourite  swims — many  to 
rind  them  full  up.  The  results  of  the  day  were 
more  disappointing  than  last  week,  only  18  fish  were 
placed  in  the  scales  by  10  competitors,  and  only 
weighed  6  lb.  3}oz.  Taking  the  two  days  compe- 
tition it  equals  1088  anglers  caught  27|lb.  of  fish; 
consequently  it  cannot  be  urged  that  this  compe- 
tition has  depleted  the  fish  life  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  and  the  committee  have  the  proud  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  their  society  will  benefit  by 
nearly  £40.  Twenty-eight  prizes  will  be  carried 
over  for  next  year. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting,  on  March  22,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  The  result  of  the  club  com- 
petition, wliich  was  begun  on  March  11  at  Harefield 
and  continued  on  March  18,  was  duly  announced  to 
the  meeting.  A  few  matters  of  business  were  dis- 
cussed, the  chief  topic  of  the  evening  being  our 
"  sides  "  competition  on  March  26.  Several  members 
and  friends  spent  last  week-end  at  the  Fisheries 
Hotel,  Harefield.  On  March  25,  Mr.  Watts  had  a 
few  fair  sized  roach,  and  Mr.  Ellis  a  chub  of  2Jlb. 
Our  "sides"  competition  took  place  on  March  26 
in  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's  water — 
roach  and  chub  only — between  teams  selected  by 
the  chaii-man  and  our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry^ 
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MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

MaDQfacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisbing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  tlie  world. 

TEW  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Ita  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


They  now  say,  "AS  GOOD  AS  WYERS. 


FISHING  RODS 

The  "  Vv^yers'"  Rods  are  the  product  of 
25  years'  Rod-making  skill  and  the 


of  many 
"Wyers' " 


practical  suggestions 
well-known  Sportmen. 
Rods  are  perfectly  reli- 
able. Are  noted  for  this 
everywhere  known  and 
that  is  almost  everywherOt 

We  Invite  Correspondence. 

If  you  expect  to  purchase  a  Rod  in  1905,  write  us 
to-day,  and  we  will  forward  you  (post  free)  Our  New 
Catalogue  (Illustrated  Throughout)  and 

showing  a  list  of  over  50  difierent  Styles  of  Rods  for 
for  every  kind  of  Fresh  or  Salt-water  Angling. 

WYERS  FRERES, 

Xlie  Fishing  rTsLckle  lVi:£i.n.uf a,ctux?ex>s, 

"  Continental  Works,"  REDDITCH,  England. 

IMPORTANT  ! 

There  is  no  Rod  on  the  Market  to-day  made  under  such  high 
Standards  of  workmanship  as  the  "  Wyers,"  and  no  Rod  can  be  obtained 
m  which  there  is  so  much  value  to  the  purchaser. 

ASK  THE  MAN  WHO  OWNS  ONE. 

Multitudes  of  Anglers  in  every  section  of  Europe  will  tell  you 
with  a  smile  of  unqualified  approval,  that  Wyers'  Rods  and  Tackle 
aflord  more  real  genuine  satisfaction  and  give  better  actual 
results  than  any  other  kLud  manufactured. 

Awarded  "The  Gold  Medal,"  Paris,  1900. 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


NOW    BOOKING  ORDERS 
FOR  COMING 

MJLY  FLY 

SEASON,  1905. 

Price  5/-  per  dozen.     With  Summer  Duck, 
6/-  per  dozen. 


The  "Kennett" 

Dry  Fly  Rod. 

Built  Cane,  3  Joints,"  Cork  Handle,  Lock  Joints,  Spear,  Spare  Top,  and  Top  Case. 

10  ft.  Sl  XO  ft.  6  in.  lon^,  pr>ice  £3  XOs. 

The  "Perfection"  Built  Cane  Rod. 

Made  with  Lock  Joints  and  Cork  Grip. 

9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  a^nd  XO  ft.,  £2  2s. 

Blue  Mahoe  Dry    Fly  Rod. 

Made  in  3  Joints,  with  Spare  Top.    Cork  or  Polished  Wood  (nip, 

9  ft.,  iSX  5s.  XO  ft.  or  XX  ft.,  JBX  XOs. 
TROXJT  FJLiIES,  2s.  i>er  dozen. 

SPECIAL  NATURAL  GUT  TROUT   CAST  LINES. 

Tapered,  3  yards,  1/-  each;  10/-  per  dozen. 
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when  about  twelve  on  each  side  competed.  The 
competition  was  a  keen  one,  and  ended  in  a  victory 
for  the  chairman's  side.  One  member  of  the  winning 
team  secured  a  very  nice  take  of  roach,  weighing 
101b.  13oz.  (best  fish,  lib.  5|oz.  and  lib.  4Joz.), 
and  to  this  angler,  who  certainly  secured  the  victory, 
the  thanks  of  the  winning  side  are  due.  For  the 
losers,  Mr.  Yarham  was  the  chief  contributor  with 
41b.,  Mr.  Loudensach  (best,  lib.  3oz.)  and  Mr.  Hail- 
stone also  helping  to  swell  the  total.  The  wind 
caused  the  water  to  be  very  rough  in  the  open 
reaches,  otherwise  doubtless  the  takes  would  have 
been  larger.  However,  the  last  outing  of  the  season 
proved  a  satisfactory  and  enjoyable  one.  There 
will  be  a  dinner  and  concert  in  connection  with 
this  competition  on  April  13  at  8  p.m. — E.  B. 

British  Sea.  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M.  Colquhoun  Kemp  was  down  for  a 
paper  on  Wednesday  evening,  but,  as  the  chairman 
announced  last  week  his  intention  of  doing,  he 
favoured  the  members  with  what  was  defined  as  a 
"  prize  packet."  Having  been  recently  appointed  by 
the  entertainment  sub-committee,  he  made  some 
very  shrewd  apposite  remarks  upon  the  need 
for  a  good  programme  for  the  meeting  of  the 
summer  session  now  commencing,  and  aided  by  the 
authority  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers, 
who  displayed  much  tactful  firmness  in  his  [un- 
expected  and  difficult  position,  literally  compelled  a 
large  number  of  the  members  to  get  up  and  declare 
their  opinioins  upon  subjects  ruthlessly  and  by 
authority  dealt  out  to  them  by  a  process  which 
should  not  be  revealed.  Well,  the  result  was  a 
happy  one,  for  the  evening  was  filled  up  by  short 
and  sharp  speeches  on  subjects  of  interest:  "The 
Restocking  of  Sea  Fisheries,"  by  Mr.  Genge  ;  "How 
to  cook  the  fish  when  you  have  caught  it "  ;  "  Sea 
Fishing  Marks";  "Should  we  have  our  lady 
members  up  here  ? "  "  Catching  your  eel  and 
skinning  it  "  naturally  led  Mr.  Boyton  on  to  "  Con- 
ger," and  war  was  waged  as  to  whether  catching 
conger  at  night  was  fun  or  not.  Mr.  Bates  thought 
not,  and  brought  up  several  members  who  insisted 
that  it  was  good  fun  and  good  sport,  too.  "  Hints 
for  Fishing  on  the  South- West  Coasts  of  England  " 
brought  up  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  who  had 'fished 
at  more  than  twenty  stations  there.  He  found 
the  time  all  too  short  to  say  very  much  about 
them,  but  was  induced  to  promise  a  paper 
upon  the  subject  at  some  future  date.  This  at 
once  gave  the  suggestion  that  members  should  do 
the  same  for  their  pet  fisheries,  and  the  entertain- 
ment committee  were  kept  busy  booking  promises. 
"  Sea  Birds  and  their  Effect  upon  the  Existence  of 
Fish,"  "  The  Injury  to  Health  from  the  Eating  of 
Stale  Fish — Cured  and  Uncured,"  "  Restoration  of 
Life  to  the  Partly  Drowned,  and  What  to  do  with 
a  Man  Overboard,"  and  so  on — altogether  a  lively 
evening.  Mr.  Kemp  was  thanked  for  his  ingenuity 
and  Mr.  Summers  for  his  efficiency  in  the  chair. 
The  secretary  announced  that  next  week  short 
descriptions  of  fishing  stations  would  be  given  by 
members  who  knew  them  well.  The  programme  of 
the  summer  season  will  shortly  be  forwarded  to 
members. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  Mr.  J.  K.  Bohling 
occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  John  Warne  gave  an 
entertaining  account  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Sports 
Exhibition  Cup  Competition,  in  which,  under  very 
adverse  circumstances,  he  had  managed  to  secure 
second  place  with  a  roach  of  1  lb.  loz.  The  hon. 
curator  made  a  report  as  to  provisional  arrange- 
ments for  securing  additional  fishing  rights  for 
members,  including  trout.  A  new  member  was 
elected.  Mr.  Bentley  made  an  addition  to  the 
library,  and  was  duly  thanked.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  authorities  of  the  Naval  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  Earl's  Court,  and  in  connection  there- 
with members  intending  to  exhibit  should  at  once 
communicate  with  the  Hon.  Curator  (C.L.P.S.), 
sending  particulars  of  cases,  etc.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  meeting  ''on  Tuesday  next  (AprU  4), 
when  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  (a  vice-president) 
will  read  a  paper  on  a  subject,  which,  treated  by  the 
learned  doctor,  i  j  sure  to  be  interesting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  first  meeting  of  our  new  season  on  March  29, 
over  which  Mr.  Jagels  presided,  was  devoted,  after 
routine  business,  to  hearing  Mr.  Dunn's  paper  on 
"  Rod  and  Tackle  Making,  and  Some  Hints  on  Fly- 
tying."  Those  present  were  treated  to  an  eminently 
practical  and  concise  dissertation,  illustrated  with 
examples  of  materials  and  illustrations  of  methods 
of  working.  At  next  week's  meeting  the  destina- 
tions of  the  various  cups,  etc.,  will  be  decided 
by  the  vote  of  those  present,  and  members  are 
requested  to  put  in  an  appearance. — G.  W. 

Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association. 

The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  above  association  was  held  at 


the  Devonshire  Hotel  on  Saturday  afternoon  last, 
March  25,  Major  Roe  (Derby)  in  the  chair,  and 
there  were  present  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  secretary  and 
treasurer;  Mr.  J.  M.  Murphy  (Matlock  Bath),  Mr. 
J.  Clay  (Matlock),  Messrs.  Trevitt,  Dobson,  and 
Levers  (Nottingham),  A.  Pearson  (Chesterfield), 
E.  D.  Dumas  (Duffield),  H.  H.  Middleditch  (Crom- 
ford),  S.  Thompson,  A.  G.  McTurk  (Derby),  W.  J. 
Hare  (Belper),  R.  Stimpson  (Langar),  and  A.  Coates 
(Ambergate).  The  accounts  were  presented  and 
considered  very  satisfactory.  On  the  election  of 
officers  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  D.L.,  J. P.,  was  unani- 
mously re-elected  president,  Mr.  A.  M.  S.  Marsden- 
Smedley,  vice-president,  Hy.  Cooper,  secretary  and 
treasurer ;  and  the  whole  of  the  retiring  committee 
was  re-elected,  with  the  addition  of  the  names  of 
Mr.  A.  Pearson  and  Mr.  Murphy,  Half  a  dozen 
new  members  were  then  elected,  and  this 
completed  the  full  number  of  the  club  within 
one,  the  total  number  being  now  forty-nine. 
It  was  decided  that  notices  be  issued  that  in  case  of 
resignation  of  membership  this  must  be  sent  to  the 
secretary  before  March  1  in  each  year.  The  asso- 
ciation has  a  stock  of  15,000  trout  fry  at  the 
hatchery  on  the  Willersley  Estate,  and  also  750 
yearlings,  which  are  now  being  reared  at  Alderwas- 
ley,  owing  to  the  non-success  of  rearing  in  the 
river  Derwent  ponds.  If  everything  goes  on  as  well 
with  the  yearlings  as  at  present,  it  is  proposed  to 
turn  these  into  the  Derwent  during  the  coming 
summer ;  they  will  then  be  nearly  two  years  old. 
Since  last  season  450  yearlings  have  been  placed  in 
the  river.  These  are  all  pure  Salmo  fario  or 
common  brook  trout  from  eggs  supplied  by  the 
Solway  Fishery  Co.  taken  from  wild  trout.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  considered  very 
rosy,  and  several  members  informed  the  meeting 
that  from  an  inspection  made  on  March  24  and  25 
they  had  observed  more  trout  in  the  river  than  has 
been  known  for  some  years  past. — J.  H. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
At  Monday's  meeting  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  the 
president,  took  the  chair.  Three  new  members 
having  been  elected  by  ballot,  the  chairman  called 
attention  to  a  brace  of  sea-trout  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Monk  Gould,  who  was  fishing  in  Skye. 
A  discussion  thereupon  ensued  as  to  whether  these 
were  clean  fish  or  kelts.  It  was  noticed,  on  making 
an  autopsy  of  them,  that  there  was  no  sign  of  roe 
in  either  fish.  Opinion  seemed  divided  as  to  what 
the  trout  should  be  termed.  There  was  a  view 
expressed,  however,  that  there  was  a  spring  run  of 
sea-trout  as  there  was  of  salmon.  A  report  was 
handed  in  of  the  fly  and  bait-casting  competition 
at  Uxbridge  on  the  previous  Saturday,  an  account 
of  which  appears  in  another  column.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  gentlemen  who 
served  on  the  sub-committee  responsible  for  the 
arrangements,  and  also  to  the  judges  who  officiated 
on  the  day  of  the  gathering.  {Angling  had  been 
quiet ;  several  members  had  tried  the  roach  at 
Uxbridge,  but  though  the  river  was  a  nice  colour, 
and  there  was  a  good  head  of  water,  nothing  had 
been  done,  the  fish  refusing  to  feed. — Hon.  Sec. 
(pro  tem.). 


ROD  AND  LINE  V.  SWIMMER. 


Interesting  Contest  Between  Fisherman 
AND  Man-Fish. 

The  New  York  World  reports  an  interesting  con- 
test which  took  place  recently  at  the  New  York 
Athletic  Club  Baths  between  a  fisherman  and  a 
swimmer.  The  latter  assumed  the  part  of  the  fish, 
and  his  object  was  to  defeat  the  skill  of  the  fisher- 
man and  the  strength  of  his  tackle.  The  fisherman 
was  Mr.  C.  F.  Naething,  the  hero  of  many  a  desperate 
struggle  with  weighty  tarpon.  The  man-fish  was  a 
professional  swimmer  named  Clark,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contest  were  as  follow  : — 

"The  fisherman  shall  use  tarpon  outfit,  with 
21-strand  line,  which  breaks  at  dead  weight  of  421b. 
Shall  be  permitted  the  use  of  belt  and  socket  and 
the  assistance  of  an  attendant  to  gaff  the  fish.  He 
must  remain  at  one  end  of  the  tank,  and  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  getting  the  fish  near  enough  to  be  touched 
with  a  pole  7ft.  in  length  (in  the  hands  of  his 
attendant),  he  shall  be  declared  the  winner.  Time 
limit  of  contest,  twenty  minutes.  The  fish  is  not 
permitted  to  touch  the  hne  with  his  hands  or  feet, 
nor  must  he  touch  the  sides  or  bottom  of  the  tank. 
If  he  remains  away  from  the  fisherman  for  the  time 
limit  or  breaks  the  line  or  rod,  he  shall  be  declared 
the  winner." 

The  "  fish  "  wore  a  specially-made  helmet  of  broad 
linen  straps,  to  the  top  of  which  the  fisherman's 
hook  was  attached.  Clark  dived  in,  the  line  was 
paid  out,  and  he  swam  to  the  opposite  end  .of  the 
bath.  "Bang"  went  the  pistol,  and  the  match- 
began. 

Mr.  Naething  tried  to  reel  in.   Clark  lay  on  his 


back  and  swam  most  vigorously,  his  legs  driving 
like  locomotive  piston-rods,  his  mighty  arms  thrash- 
ing the  emerald  water  into  ivory  foam.  The  tip  of 
the  stout  tarpon  rod  bent,  bent  further,  and  curled 
into  shape  like  the  top  of  an  S,  but  still  Jim  Clark 
kept  swimming  away  from  it,  and  held  his  own 
place.  "  One  minute !  "  The  man-fish  had  kept 
his  advantage,  and  still  thrashed  the  water  into 
yeasty  waves.  Mr.  Naething  placed  the  butt  of  the 
rod  in  a  big  leather  socket  pendant  from  his  belt, 
and  reeled  in  hard.  Inch  after  inch,  then  by  feet 
and  yards,  he  drew  the  man-fish  to  him. 

But  see  (writes  the  World  reporter)  the  human 
tarpon  is  over  on  his  side  now,  his  stout  right  arm 
swinging  clear  above  his  head  in  the  long  racing 
stroke,  his  muscular  legs  smashing  away  scissor-like 
and  hurling  him  forward,  leap  after  leap.  Slowly 
he  draws  away.  Mr.  Naething  presses  his  thumb 
upon  the  reel,  but  foot  by  foot  Clark  is  drawing  out 
the  line.    Then — 

Click  !  Click !  Click-click-click !  The  fisherman 
is  reeling  in  again.  The  tired  man-fish  is  over  on 
his  back  now,  slashing,  smashing,  kicking,  plunging 
like  a  mad  tarpon.  N  o  use.  The  fatal  Une  is  draw- 
ing him  closer  and  closer. 

"  Three  minutes  !  "    The  man-fish  has  lost  25ft. 

There  is  no  cessation  of  the  struggle.  Mr.  Naething 
is  dancing  around  like  a  young  bear  on  a  hot  plate, 
his  te^th  showing  in  a  grin  of  victory,  his  blue  eyes 
flashing  fire. 

"  Four  minutes  !  "  Poor  Clark  is  within  20ft.  of 
the  gaff.  Five  seconds  more  the  man-fish  struggles 
valiantly,  then  lets  himself  be  hauled  ignominiously 
up  to  the  beach.    Time,  4min.  19sec. 


STRANGE  BAIT.* 


"  And  the  moral  of  that,"  said  the  Duchess  to  Aliae, 
■"  is,  I  believe,  '  Gentles  is  as  gentles  do.'  " 

Barbel  the  prey,  and  a  sweet  south  wind. 

And  the  water  clearing  fast. 
And  the  chosen  spot  the  very  one  where 

I  had  got  them  in  August  last. 

My  ground-bait,  hot-water-soaked  crusts  of  bread 

Mixed  with  the  husks  called  bran; 
Tit-bits  for  the  hook  were  fat  gentles  scoured 

Clean  by  the  well-known  plan. 
And  yet  they  were  not  at  their  very  best : 

There  was  just  a  slight  trace  in  the  back 
Of  that  horrible  spot  that  the  barbel  hate — 

An  eeny  wee  speckle  of  black. 

Well,  I  soon  had  my  punt  fixed  fast  in  the  place 

That  I  knew  was  with  barbel  stored ; 
When,  splash !   through  a  clumsy  movement  of 
mine, 

The  gentles  went  overboard. 

All  up  with  the  fishing  it  seemed  that  day, 
I  could  think  me  of  naught  to  be  done, 

Till  I  glanced  in  despair  at  the  ground-bait  balls 
Which  were  drying,  exposed  to  the  sun. 

And  I  loaded  my  hooks  with  the  dried  bran-fl.ake3 

As  thick  as  the  thing  would  hold, 
And  I  swung  my  line  with  derisive  cry, 

"  O  !  I  am  a  fisherman  bold." 

But  there  came  a  bite,  and  a  fish  was  caught, 

A  suicide  this,  thought  I ; 
But  others  soon  came,  till  I'd  filled  the  well. 

As  I  fished  with  the  bran  sunned-dry. 

As  the  last  one  came  from  the  emptied  hole, 

I  said  to  him,  "  Speak  to  me,  try ; 
How  is  it  you've  fallen  to  this  strange  lure  ? 

Now  tell  me,  do  tell  me,  why  ?  " 

And  he  answered  at  last  in  a  gurgling  speech  : 
"  Ah !  what  fools,  silly  fools,  we  have  been  ! 
We  collared  the  gentles  that  dropped  from  the 
punt. 

And  we  noticed  they  were  not  clean. 

"  So  we  put  them  aside,  and  in  council  quick. 

As  only  we  barbel  can. 
We  decided  we'd  hurry  and  scurry  about 

Till  we  found  them  some  cleaning  bran. 

"  Thus  we  came  to  the  hook."    "  Yes,  but  why," 
said  I, 

"  Was  I  anxious  the  bran  should  be  dry  ? 
For  it  couldn't  be  so  when  it  reached  you,  it's 
clear ; 

Now  tell  me  that,  please,  tell  me  why  ? " 
And  with  last  dying  effort  he  just  jerked  out  the 
words, 

"  Ah !  an  answer  to  that  I  can't  make. 
It  may  be  just  madness,  the  same  as  took  us,  ' 
But  you'll  probably  know  when  you  wake." 

— Walges. 

*  "Walgen"  is  not  quite  a  Tennyson,  but  his 
tip  not  to  use  unscoured  gentles  as  bait  for  barbel 
is  well  worth  noting,— Ed» 
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Pfoviiieial  jlotes 

7nust  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  my  notes  last  week  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  a  large  number  of  our  clubs  have  decided  to 
fish  the  River  Avon  at  the  opening  of  the  season. 
All  the  large  clubs  in  the  city  have  decided  to  go 
to  Pershore,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but 
that  they  will  meet  with  every  success,  as  the  river 
is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  necessary  accom- 
modation will  be  ample  for  the  requirements  of  clubs 
concerned.  There  aie  sixteen  clubs  who  will  visit  the 
Avon  this  year,  but  there  will  be  seventy  clubs  visit 
the  Severn.  The  Avon  will  have  a  rest,  as  it  is  not 
a  trout  river.  The  same  remark  applies  to  all  our 
reservoirs  and  tributaries.  But  on  the  Severn  the 
trout  are  beginning  to  show  sigrs  of  life,  which 
should  be  important  to  fly  fishermen.  I  have 
heard  from  the  Kidderminster  people  that  they 
have  good  prospects  in  front  of  them  in  respect  to 
the  trout,  and  all  above  Stourport  up  river 
will  be  there  at  the  hunting  ground.  The 
lower  reaches  of  the  Severn  will  not  be  worth 
fishing  for  trout.  But  the  Teme  will  be  worth 
the  attention  of  the  Worcester  anglers,  who 
will  know  the  required  fish  and  how  to  take 
them.  As  far  as  the  Severn  and  Avon  are  concerned, 
there  are  only  two  classes  of  people  who  know  how 
to  fish  these  rivers— that  is,  the  Kidderminster 
anglers  and  those  that  live  at  Worcester.  I  have 
seen  these  people  take  fish  where  other  people  have 
failed  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  only  bean 
too  pleased  to  give  them  a  lesson. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  broke  down  here  on  Monday,  and 
we  are  again  getting  our  fill  of  stormy,  squally  gales 
"rom  the  S.W.,  with  heavy  showers  of  rain,  and 
snow  on  the  higher  fells.  "Amongst  it  trout  rise 
veil  on  the  streams  for  about  a  couple  of  hours  at 
nidday,  but  accurate  fishing  is  an  impossibility 
)wing  to  the  wind,  and  of  pleasure  just  now  there 
8  none.  As  I  surmised  last  week,  the  previous  fine 
weather  we  had  gave  the  Windermere  trout  a  fillip, 
md  a  few  fairly  decent  baskets  have  been  creeled 
vith  the  fly — odd  ones  rurming  up  to  1  lb. — but 
port  on  the  lake  cannot  by  any  means  be  said  to 
)e  good  as  yet.  The  following  comes  from  Barrow- 
Q-Furness  : — Otters  have  lately  been  ha\ang  a  good 
ime  of  it  with  numerous  trout  in  Cavendish  Dock, 
?arrow — a  large  area  of  water  which  is  never  dis- 
urbed  by  shipping — and  their  depredations  were 
uch  as  to  induce  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
ake  steps  to  capture  them.  On  Tuesday  night  a 
Jarrow  man  saw  three,  and  managed  to  shoot  one 
-a  fine  specimen,  weighing  301b.  The  two  others 
scaped,  but  a  watch  is  being  kept  for  them. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

Bad  luck  consistently  follows  the  fortunes  of  the 
tclhn,  for  just  as  it  was  getting  into  form  the  rain 
f  last  Sunday  put  it  into  flood  again.  The  best 
sh  last  week  was  a  nice  one  of  1  lb.  6oz.  All  at  once 
ngling  news  from  Liverpool  has  vanished ;  up  to  the 
1st  hour  of  the  coarse  fish  season  the  locals  were  busy, 
ut  now  seem  to  have  gone  to  sleep.  They  intend 
aving  a  few  stocking  competitions  immediately, 
"he  Bootle  Anglers  have  been  to  LlanymjTiech  and 
id  well,  several  nice  trout  being  taken,  the  best 
nder  21b.  The  Xelsons  are  arranging  for  a  trout 
Dmpetition  on  Easter  Monday.  The  apostles  of 
nence  in  Warrington  have  decided  that  "  feeders  " 
3  ground  bait  are  going  out  of  fashion.  Live  and 
!am ;  but  they  will  have  a  lot  of  work  to  persuade 
le  rank  and  file  to  accept  this  idea. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  stickler  for  weather  has  surely  not  been  hard 
)  please  during  the  past  week.  We  have  had  frost, 
lin,  high  winds,  and  regular  spring  poet's  weather' 
id  surely  some  will  suit.  Some  very  gratifying 
ems  are  to  hand  fiom  clubs  with  private 
ateis  who  now  are  reaping  the  benefit  of  pro- 
iding  themselves  with  trout  fishing  during 
le  close  season  for  coarse  fish.  It  is 
Bcially  announced  that  the  Salford  Socials  have 
icepted  the  challenge  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  to 
eet  them  .  in  an  inter-club  contest.  On  April  4 
ley  have  an  important  meeting.  It  is  astonishing 
lat  our  executive  officials  do  not  look  after  items 
itside  their  association.  On  March  29  grayling 
ere  exposed  on  fish  stalls  judiciously  mixed  ud 
ith  i^ollan.  ^ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  unsettled  and  heavy,  rains 
ive  fallen  at  mtervals.  At  the  period  of  writing 
e  irent  was  running  in  strong  and  thick  volume, 
la  there  was  decidedly  more  water  in  the  tribu- 


taries. Trout  fishing  commences  on  certain  parts 
of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet  to-day  (April  1),  and 
both  streams  are  said  to  be  well  stocked.  Holders 
of  licences— and  the  number  increases  yearly— have 
already  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  mouths  of  the 
.«mall  tributaries  named,  and  one  or  two  fish  have 
fallen  to  the  attractions  of  the  worm.  A  brace  or 
two  have  also  been  creeled  on  the  Dover  Beak 
itself  by  anglers  leasing  or  renting  the  waters.  The 
Fishery  Board  have  set  a  ide  a  sum  of  £60  for  the 
purchase  of  trout  to  be  given  to  clubs  subscribing 
to  their  funds.  Last  year  they  appropriated  £50, 
so  that  the  increase  of  £10  is  encouraging.  Of  late 
seasons  hundreds  of  trout  have  been  "placed  in  the 
Trent,  and  in  due  course  good  sport  ought  to  bo 
enjoyed  during  the  period  prescribed  by  the  Mun- 
della  Act  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish.  Stocking 
and  restocking  is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  four  days  of  glorious  weather,  which  has 
worked  wonders  on  vegetation,  since  which  we  have 
had  heavy  rain,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  keep 
up  the  high  and  coloured  waters  in  our  rivers,  and 
prevent  the  trout  fisherman  indulging  in  his 
lavourite  sport.  A  little  brook  fishing  has  been 
done  during  the  week,  with  the  worm  for  bait,  but 
few  fish  taken,  and  those  not  in  good  condition. 
Mr.  Martin  Perks,  City  Club,  secured  one  fine  fish, 
and  we  hear  a  member  of  the  Fountain  Club  caught 
a  fine  specimen.  Besides  these,  none  worth  men- 
tioning, and  it  will  be  some  days  before  the  rivers 
and  streams  will  be  in  good  fishing  condition.  It 
was  hoped  the  high  water  would  bring  a  good  lot  of 
salmon  up  the  Severn,  but  the  take  has  besn  very 
limited. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Practically  nothing  has  been  doing  in  trout  fishing 
since  the  seasDn  opened.  The  recent  rains  infused 
snow  broth  into  the  streams  and  discoloured  the 
water,  and  the  freshets  brought  down  grub  life  from 
the  upper  reaches,  which  has  sufficed  to  some  extent 
to  satiate  the  greed  of  the  wily  fish  without  their 
being  lured  to  the  surface  at  a  time  when  they  cannot 
see  what  is  going  on  as  easily  as  when  the  water  is 
as  clear  as  gin.  Local  anglers  fishing  with  worm  as 
bait  have  had  the  same  tale  of  empty  baskets  to  tell. 
As  some  little  time  will  elapse  before  the  natural 
flies  can  be  of  use  to  rodmen,  attention  turns  to  the 
best  artificial  casts.  The  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple  and 
Snipe  Bloa  should  kill  trout  on  any  water  for  a 
month  forward,  taken  in  conjxmction  with  the 
Early  Brown  (Mr.  H.  Bradshaw's  pattern)  and  the 
Waterhen  Bloa  ;  that  is,  when  the  snow  broth  has 
entirely  disappeared.  Over  300  dead  fish,  some  of 
them  scaling  101b.  to  151b.,  have  recently  been  re- 
moved from  the  River  Esk  by  the  water  bailiffs. 
The  mortality  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  late 
date  at  which  the  mam  nmof  salmon  and  sea-trout 
were  able  to  ascend  the  river  last  year.  There  are 
plenty  of  fine  fish  left,  however.  The  Harrogate 
Conservative  A.C.  have  made  a  further  consignment 
of  2500  yearling  trout  to  the  Nidd  and  its 
tributaries. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Salmon  have  been  rising  much  better  to  the  flies, 
and  with  better  weather  good  sport  should  be  had! 
Better  protection  appears  to  have  been  afforded  the 
waters,  at  least  the  principal  waters  throughout  the 
country,  and  good  results  are  already  being  felt.  Sea 
fishing  has  been  suspended,  owing  to  the  existing 
unfavourable  climatic  conditions,  for  over  a  week. 

Dublin  and  District. 
Trout  fishing  is  improving  on  the  reservoirs  and 
local  waters.  The  rivers  of  this  district  and  the 
joining  ones  are  now  all  open.  In  a  case  of  much 
interest  to  the  angling  pubUc,  judgment  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Justice  Barton  in  the  Chancery 
Court,  Dublin,  on  March  25.  Mr.  M.  J.  Boyle, 
owner  of  fishing  rights  on  the  Dee,  co.  Louth,' 
sought  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant,  Mr. 
James  Holcroft,  from  obstructing  him  in  angling  on 
the  river.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Boyle  has  owned  the 
exclusive  fishing  rights  on  ths  lands  of  Richards- 
town  since  1891,  and  that  the  defendant  had 
erected  a  barbed  wire  fence  which  prevented  com- 
plainant from  exercising  his  right  of  angling.  In 
granting  the  injunction,  his  lordship  said  that  the 
barbed  wire  fence  not  only  obstructed  but  prac- 
tically prevented  the  reasonable  exercise  of  his 
rights  by  the  plaintiff.  The  most  agile  angler 
could  scarce  fish  the  river  without  not  only  tearing 
his  clothes  but  physical  injury.  There  weie 
elements,  too,  of  pei-sonal  animus,  for  the  defendant 
had  not  erected  the  fence  until  he  and  his  brother 
had  been  prosecuted  for  fishing  at  this  place.  He 
would  grant  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from 
erecting  barbed  wire  fencing  in  excess  of  what  was 
necessary  to  prevent  cattle  from  trespassing. 


Wolcs  from  l^e  Woxtl). 

Salmon  touched  the  top  figure  of  the  season 
(3s.  per  lb.)  on  March  24  in  the  Aberdeen  market. 
The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  already  dropped 
£1000  on  the  year's  transactions. 


On  the  Dinnet  section  of  the  Dee  Mr.  Nix  and 
party  and  Mr.  Hartley  and  party  creeled  thirty- 
seven  fish  for  the  week. 


The  Culter  Bum  has  been  on  its  best  behaviour 
during  the  past  week.  The  local  Fishery  Board's 
officials  have  been  experimenting  with  "caged" 
live  fish,  so  the  mill  people  are  on  the  qui  vive  too. 
Long  may  it  remain  so. 


The  tidal  anghrs  on  the  Dee  had  rare  sport  on 
March  25,  the  first  really  good  day  this  season. 
Baskets  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  were  common 
— all  to  the  worm  or  Devon. 


Some  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Kintore  Don 
waters,  but  a  few  fresh  showers  are  needed  to  make 
the  trout  rise  freely.  Sport  should  be  rife  on  these 
earlier  waters  now. 


The  Ythan  is  still  leading  the  way  as  the  only 
place  in  the  north  where  first-class  sport  with 
finnock  and  sea-trout  is  being  got.  There  is  a  rare 
run  of  finnock  just  now. 

Mr.  J .  B.  Clyne,  Aberdeen,  has  this  season  creeled 
130  sea-trout  and  finnock  on  the  Ellon  Castle  water 
of  the  Ythan,  and  all  to  the  fly  or  small  silver 
Devon. 


The  late  Hon.  Oliver  Borthwick  was  well  known  on 
Deeside,  where  his  father  for  some  years  rented  the 
Invercauld  House  shootings  and  fishings  adjoining 
Balmoral.  He  was  a  great  favourite  with  the  late 
Queen  Victoria,  as  also  with  His  Majesty  the  King, 
He  was  an  expert  angler,  and  he  and  his  sister  ran 
up  a  record  on  the  Upper  Dee  that  has  not  bean 
beaten  for  any  one  month's  fishing. 

Special  Scotch. 


WYCOLLAR  BROOK  POISONED. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  the  Colne  and 
Nelson  Times  of  March  24  : — 

"I  consider  it  my  duty,"'  says  Dr.  Skeen,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Trawden  (Yorks),  "to 
report  to  you  a  very  obnoxious  practice  by  which 
loss  of  life  may  be  entailed.    During  the  summer 
of  1904  some  men,  of  a  class  from  which  one  might 
expect  such  practices,  in  order  to  easily  obtain 
trout  from  the  AVycollar  Brook,  between  Dean 
House  and  Parson  Lea,  placed  in  the  water  chloride 
of  lime,  locally  known  as  '  chemic'    This  happened 
in  the  height  of  the  hot  weather,  at  a  time  when 
Wycollar  was  crowded  by  visitors  from  the  sur- 
rounding districts.    As  you  know,  Wycollar  is  a 
beautiful  wooded  glen  and  a  well-known  place  of 
resort,  for  people  from  the  neighbouring  towns  of 
Colne,  Nelson.  Burnley,  and  Keighley,  who  visit  it 
not  only  on  account  of  its  beauty,  but  also  because 
of  the  historical  associations  of  its  old  Hall.  Had 
any  of  these  visitors  drunk  of  the  water  of  the 
brook  at  the  tims  the  poison  was  passing  down, 
serious  indisposition,  if  not  death,  would"  have' 
resulted.    I  have  personally  seen  children  and  even 
adults  drinking  of  the  brook  water,  which  is  clean 
and  clear,  and,  as  this  happened  on  a  hot.  dry  day, 
it  is  only  by  a  lucky  chance  that  fatalities  were 
avoided.    Chloride  of  lime  is  a  powerful  corrosive 
poison.    Fish  subjected  to  a  solution  of  it  are 
suffocated  through  breathing  the   tainted  water, 
after  suffering  corrosion  of  the  skin  and  destructioii 
of  the  ej'es  by  burning.    I  trust  that  steps  may  be 
taken  to  stop  such  a  dangerous  practice  in  the 
future.    The  Wycollar  Brook  has  been  poisoned 
several  times  to  my  knowledge  during  the  past  ten 
j'ears. 

The  Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report.  The 
Poisoned  Watercourses. 
The  annual  report  of  Dr.  Skeen,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  was  submitted  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Trawden  District  Council.  The  chairman  said  the 
poisoning  of  the  water  at  Wycollar  was  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  something  should  be  done  to 
put  a  stop  to  it.  Coimcillor  Whittaker  said  it  had 
been  done  for  forty  years  past.  The  chairman 
suggested  that?  notices  might  be  posted  offering  a 
reward  for  information  which  would  lead  to  the 
conviction  of  persona.  Councillor  Gott  moved  that 
notices  be  issued.  This  was  carried,  and  it  was 
decided  that  a  reward  of  £5  be  offered  for  the 
detection  of  future  offenders. 
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"  Whaieverlbusiness  tends  neither  to  the  improve- 
ment of  your  reason  nor  the  benefit  of  society,  conclude 
it  beneath  you,  and  act  accordingly." — Marcus 
AuEEircrs. 


On  Sunday  evening,  March  26,  one  of  the  oldest 
fishermen  on  the  Shannon  passed  away  in  the 
person  of  John  Massy,  who  had  for  over  fifty  years 
been  connected  with  the  river.  The  deceased,  who 
was  over  eighty  years  of  age,  had  fished  up  to 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  old  churchyard  of  Doonass  quite 
close  to  the  river  he  had  so  long  fished.  Amongst 
those  attending  the  funeral  were  Mr.  J.  V.  Phelps, 
Mr.  F.  Colpoys  Keane,  Mr.  John  Enright,  etc. 


At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  next,  April  4,  Dr. 
Ladell  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends.  I  don't  know  the  subject,  but,  whatever 
theme  he  chooses,  it  is  certain  to  be  treated 
skilfully,  and  a  pleasant  evening  spent. 


The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  held  their 
annual  general  meeting  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  23,  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Lowestoft,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Alderman  A.  G.  Notley.  A 
smoking  concert  followed.  A  fuller  account  will 
appear  next  week. 


Tbout  Fishing, 

The  stream  to  me  is  a  theme  of  "joy,  , 
Its  many  pleasures  wiU  never  cloy ; 
For  it  is  to  me  a  cool  retreat. 
Away  from  the  burning  summer's  heat. 

Where  the  angler  keen  may  wade  about. 
And  throughout  the  hours  beguile  the  trout. 
When  the  breeze  doth  gently  blow  up  stream. 
And  the  sun  upon  my  face  doth  beam. 
As  I  gently  cast,  with  well-judged  aim. 
Above  the  spot  where  the  "rings  "  show  plain, 
The  "fly"  upon  the  surface  falls 
Like  a  thing  of  life  which  never  palls. 

Another  ring  on  the  surface  breaks. 

And  a  well-hooked  trout  objects  to  "  Drakes," 

A  dashing  plunge — a  whirr  of  the  winch — 

Shows  mettle  which  will  never  flinch. 

From  ruthless  "Fate's"  unkind  decree' 

He  gamely  struggles  mightHy ; 

And  thrills  of  joy  through  my  being  run, 

(Anticipating's  half  the  fun). 

But,  that  well-thrown  fly,  so  deftly  cast. 
Has  proved  his  keenest,  and  his  last. 
And  to  the  creel,  to  trout  galore. 
He  is  quickly  brought  and  all  is  o'er. 

And  so  the  day  goes  swiftly  by. 
The  hours  they  reaUy  seem  to  fly. 
And  homeward  then  my  steps  are  bent, 
With  creel  quite  full,  and  heart  content. 

— Alfbed  a.  Wootton. 


Oyez  !  Oyez  !  This  is  to  give  notice  that  "  an 
omnibus  conductor  has  left  a  parcel  of  sea-fishing 
gear  (which  had  been  left  by  a  passenger  on  a  journey 
in  December  last)  at  the  Fishing  Tackle  Repository, 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street-road, 
Clerkenwell,  E.C."  I  understand  that  the  whole  of 
the  "gear"  left  in  the  'bus  will  be  handed  over  to 
the  angler  who  was  so  elated  with  his  catch  that  he 
forgot  his  tackle.  Or  was  he  going  in  quest  of  sea 
fishing  ?  That  is  to  say  that  he  must  define  the 
"kit,"  "gear,"  or  "rig  out,"  and  if  it  tallies — why, 
there  you  are ! 


Nature  lovers  generally  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  three  crested  grebes  are  now  to  be  seen  on  the 
larger  of  Penn  Ponds,  Richmond  Park.  For  some 
years  past  a  pair  of  these  interesting  and  rare 
aquatic  birds  have  visited  this  pond,  and  have  suc- 
cessfully hatched  and  reared  their  young  on  the 
margin  of  an  islet  situated  near  the  centre  of  the 
water,  migrating  to  their  winter  habitat  in  late 
autumn.  The  grebes  are  in  fine  plumage,  and  may 
easily  be  distinguished  among  the  other  water  fowl 
inhabiting  Penn  Ponds  by  their  crested  heads  and 
deeply  submerged  bodies. 


The  Mick  wanted  to  send  a  telegram  to  his 
mother  who  lived  in  France.  "  How  much  ?  "  said 
Mick.  "Four  and  six,"  said  the  clerk.  "What 
for  ? "  said  Mick.  The  clerk  informed  him  that 
one  and  six  was  the  price  of  the  telegram,  and  that 
the  three  shillings  was  for  delivery,  the  address 
being  out  of  the  radius.  "  Oh,"  said  Mick,  "  then 
I'll  pay  the  eighteen  pence,  and  I'll  write  to  me 
muther  and  tell  her  to  call  for  it.    Bow-wow ! " 


Mr.  William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  had  brought 
to  him  for  identification  a  curious  little  fish.  It  is 
somewhat  the  shape  of  the  boar  fish,  but  has  a  very 
long  taper  spike  extending  from  the  middle  of  the 
back  nearly  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail.  This 
spine  the  fish  has  the  power  of  raising  like  a  mast 
of  the  barges  we  see  when  going  under  an  arch.  The 
snout  is  elongated  very  much  like  a  trumpet,  and  is 
furnished  with  a  very  small  mouth  at  the  end.  It 
evidently  lives  by  suction  or  on  very  small  things. 
They  are  very  seldom  caught  in  these  waters. 
Couch  mentions  one  taken  in  St.  Austell  Bay  in 
1804,  and  another  in  Mounts  Bay  in  1853.  The 
fish  rarely  grows  to  more  than  6in.  or  7in.  in  length. 
The  present  specimen  of  the  trumpet  fish  measured 
6|in  from  the  tip  of  nose  to  tail.  It  was  caught  by 
the  steam  trawler  Chanticleer. 


A  SUBSCRIBER  to  a  Canadian  paper  was  asked  by 
accident  to  pay  his  subscription  twice  over,  and  on 
protesting,  received  the  following  pathetic  letter 
from  the  editor  :  "  In  answer  to  yours,  you  are  right 
as  to  your  subscription.  The  error  was  made  by 
the  mailing  clerk.  I  find  I  can  no  longer  be  editor, 
business  manager,  mailing  clerk,  drummer,  re- 
porter, fighter,  bouncer,  type  manager,  travelling 
agent,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  have  given  parts  of  the 
work  to  assistants,  who,  like  myself  and  all  human 
beings,  including  editors,  are  prone  to  err  at  times." 


£100  Comic  Opera  Libretto  Competition. 
The  prize  of  £100  offered  by  Messrs.  Chappell  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  best  light  opera  libretto  submitted 
to  them  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Banning, 
for  his  libretto,  entitled,  "Forget  Me  Not;  or. 
Government  by  Party." 


Angler's  Alphabet. 

A  WAS  an  Angler  Alarmingly  fat, 

B  was  his  Battered  old  Billycock  hat, 

C  was  the  Contest  in  which  he  took  part, 

D  the  Desire  to  show  himself  smart, 

B  his  Elation  on  hooking  an  Eel, 

F  was  the  Funk  he  affected  to  Feel, 

G  was  the  "  Grub  "  that  he  took  from  a  tin, 

H  the  Ham-sandwiches  cut  very  thin, 

I  was  the  "  Ind  and  Coope  "  out  of  a  bottle, 

J  that  he  Jamsetjeejeed  down  his  throttle, 

K  was  the  Knife  that  he  dropped  in  a  pond, 

L  his  Lament  that  it  couldn't  be  found, 

M  was  a  Mahseer  that  marched  up  a  tree, 

N  for  the  Nuts  he  expected  to  see, 

O  was  the  Orange-peel  stuck  in  a  cleft, 

P  the  Pink  Paper  in  which  it  was  left, 

Q  was  the  Querulous  noise  that  he  made, 

R  the  Rebuke  of  a  Runcible  spade, 

S  was  a  Swan  that  was  drew  off  her  nest, 

T  was  a  Tittler  that  caused  her  unrest, 

U  the  Umbrageous  sweep  of  his  hand, 

V  the  Vainglorious  Voice  of  Command, 
W  a  Wash-basin  strictly  preserved, 

X  was  the  'Xtra  precaution  observed, 

Y  was  the  Yokel  that  upset  the  pan, 
Z  was  old  Zebedee's  watering-can. 

— Goosestep. 


Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 
The  third  monthly  competition  of  the  above 
society  took  place  in  the  harbour  on  the  evening  of 
March  22  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eleven. 
The  Great  Western  stage  presented  quite  an 
animated  scene  when  about  fifty  rods  were  in 
evidence.  Twenty-six  entered  for  the  cup  presented 
by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  the  Weymouth  Hotel  and 
Restaurant,  for  the  largest  aggregate  catch  of  the 
year,  and  fourteen  presented  themselves  at  Mr. 
Hayman's  at  the  weighing  in.  The  aggregate 
amounted  to  3 1  lb.  A  goodly  quantity  of  fish  was 
also  caught  by  non-competitors.  T.  Bowles  again 
took'first  prize  with  a  catch  of  71b.  2oz.  ;  T.  Johns, 
31b.  lOoz. ;  and  H.  Bowles,  21b.  14oz. ;  all  bass. — 
Samuel  H.  Wallis. 


"  Dear  Dragnet, — Here's  a  fishy  riddle  I  made 
up  when  putting  some  bloater  paste  on  toast : — 
'  What  is  the  difference  between  a  cured  herring 
potted  and  a  very  stout  man  who  makes  pots  ?  ' 
'  Give  it  up  ? '  '  One  is  a  potted  bloater,  the  other 
a  bloated  potter  ! '  " 


An  embarrassed  pedlar  met  a  harassed  cobbler 
gauging  the  symmetry  of  an  imparalleled  sole. 
[Ask  a  friend  to  spell  this  little  sentence  to  you, 
and  I  am  sure  the  result  wOl  be  amusing.] 


Tom:  "Why  is  it,  you  don't  let  your  boy  go 
fishing  ? "  Jack :  "  I  want  him  to  grow  up  a 
truthful  man." 


The  telephone  girl,  according  to  the  Chronicle, 
will  learn  with  a  shudder  that  the  remorseless 
American  inventor  is  bent  on  making  her  super- 
fluous. At  Chicago  there  is  already  a  telephone 
service  which  establishes  communication  without 
any  intermediary  voice  saying  sharply  or  sweetly, 
"What  number?"  or  "Number  engaged — ring 
again."  The  subscriber  has  an  instrument  which 
enables  him  to  ring  up  any  telephone  number  he 
wants.  If  the  number  happens  to  be  "  engaged  "  it 
apprises  him  automatically  of  the  fact.  But  if  the 
whole  mechanism  gets  out  of  order,  what  then  ? 
Well,  then  the  subscriber  must  consume  his  own 
irritation,  or  lavish  it  on  his  clerks  or  the  members 
of  bis  family  instead  of  spoiling  the  peace  and  the 
temper  of  the  telephone  girl.  The  new  system  has 
a  central  office,  but  only  one  clerk  is  needed  for  a 
thousand  subscribers.  The  London  telephone  girl 
may  console  herself  with  the  reflection  that  Chicago 
inventions  take  a  long  time  to  reach  this  country. 


The  statement  that  the  members  of  the  Canadian 
Club  of  New  York  are  going  to  dine  off  a  rhinoceros 
roasted  whole  has  brought  from  the  Evening  News 
the  suggestion  that  a  Chicago  club  is  contemplat- 
ing a  banquet  with  elephants  on  toast  as  hors 
d'ceuvre.  But  the  late  Professor  W.  K.  Clifford — 
generally  associated  with  the  higher  mathematics — 
probably  still  holds  |the  record  in  imaginative  sug- 
gestion of  bulk.  He  once  wrote  a  "giant  story" 
for  children,  and  he  described  the  giant  as  feeding 
habitually  on  "  bread  and  butter  sprinkled  with 
light-brown  horses." 


A  Bachelor's  Rhyme — and  Reason. 

Said  the  poet,  stating  first  a  hackle  tip  about  the 
dove : 

"  In  the  spring  the  young  man's  fancy  lightly  turns 

to  thoughts  of  love." 
While  he  plausibly  accoimted  for  this  madness  of 

young  fellows. 
Nowadays  the  chief  cause  is  an  Act  of  Parliament — 

Mundella's. 

That,  the  spring  a  "silly  season"  makes  for  aU 

coarse  fishers  true. 
So,  you  see,  they  turn  to  love — they  have  no  better 

thing  to  do  ! 

But,  young  rodsters,  have  a  care,  lest  you  be 

caught  by  damsel's  eye ; 
I  warn  you — each  be  on  your  guard — be  indexed 

"fisher,  fly."  — C.  H.  P. 


Although  I  was  imable  to  be  present  at  that 
always  interesting  event,  the  "  Gresham "  annual 
dinner,  I  understand  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  its  long  history.  The  speeches,  the 
music,  and  the  "something  to  eat"  I  missed,  but 
this  was  the 

Menu. 

Hors  d'CEuvres  Variee. 
Clear  Ox  Tail. 
Thick  Mock  Turtle. 
Boiled  Turbot,  Hollandaise  Sauce. 
Ris  de  Veau  aux  Eoinards. 
Roast  Sirloin  of  Beef. 
Roast  Haunch  of  Mutton  and  J elly. 
Spinach,  Cauliflower,  Baked  and  Boiled  Potatoes. 
Roast  Surrey  Fowl.    Braised  York  Ham. 
Salade  fi  la  Francjaise. 
Ponding  a  la  Gresham.    Charlotte  au  Russe 
Gelee  aux  Fruites. 
Ice  Pudding  and  Vanilla  Wafers. 
Cheese.    Dessert.    Caf6  Noir. 

•  •  *  *  • 

The  chairman.  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer,  whose  portrait 
is  given  on  p.  223,  is  a  native  of  Norfolk,  and  knows 
all  about  "The  Broads"  that  is  worth  knowing. 
He  has  some  excellent  private  fishing  in  this  district, 
which  he  occasionally  allows  his  friends  (mind  I 
said  friends)  to  share,  and  from  which  capital  bags 
of  pike  and  roach  have  been  recently  taken.  Migrat- 
ing to  London  he  settled  in  Southwark,  and  is  well 
known  in  that  district,  and  is  connected  profession- 
ally as  a  surgeon  with  various  medical  institutions 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Thames.  About  two  years 
ago  he  joined  the  Gresham,  where  he  has  won 
golden  opinions  for  his  sportsmanlike  qualities.  He 
is  a  ready  and  capable  speaker,  and  makes  his 
"  points  "  with  great  clearness  and  vigour. 

*  •  »  »  • 

I  should  like  to  add  that  the  "  Cantori  Glee 
Singers  "  literally  (?)  "brought  down  the  house/^ 
Madame  Alys  Oxford  sang  exquisitely  "  Idle  Words," 
and  Messrs.  Edward  Allen  and  Percy  Tarling,  with 
Mr.  A.  Batten  at  the  piano,  contributed  to  a 
delightful  evening's  amusement.  Deagnex. 


April  1,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


235 


NOTES  OF  A  NOVICE. 


I 

IP  The  followjng  extracts  are  from  a  long  and 
arauaing  article  which  appeared  in  the  Accrington 
Observer,  Oct.  22,  1904;  they  seem  more  suitable 
for  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  this  date  : 


GREAT  ADDITION  TO  THE  THAMES 
FISHEEY  AT  READING. 


A  Few  Leaves  from  an  Atttobioobaphy. 

Having  heard  a  good  deal  about  fishing  from  my 
friends,  I  decided  to  try  my  band  at  the  sport,  and 
so  I  went  to  the  shop  of  a  friend  of  mine  who  deals 
in  fishing  tackle,  and  castor  oil,  and  sticking plaister. 
I  bought  what  he  described  as  an  "  outfit."    I  have 
been  trying  ever  since  to  find  where  the  "fit" 
comes  in,  but  cannot  as  yet.    My  friend  the  dealer 
told  me  I  had  better  start  with  worm  fishing,  and 
after  I  became  proficient  in  that  he  would  teach  me 
the  secrets  of  fly  fishing.     The  next  visit  to  my 
friend  was  to  inquire  which  was  the  proper  way  to 
put  the  worms  on  the  hook,  but  he  could  not  ex- 
plam  this  in  the  absence  of  worms,  so  of  course  I 
offered  to  get  some.    I  soon  got  a  few  out  of  the 
garden,  and  went  back  and  emptied  the  tin  on  to 
the  counter,  and  nearly  a  dozen  fine  specimens  were 
squirming  about.    To  my  surprise  he  said  I  might 
fish  for  a  week  with  such  things  and  not  get  a  bite  ; 
the  proper  size  was  two  inches  in  length  and  not 
two  feet.     So  I  went  to  dig  some  more,  and  he 
showed  me  how  to  put  them  on.    I  tried  to  put  one 
on,  but  it  was  so  slimy  and  slippery  I  had  to  hold 
It  with  rny  pocket  handkerchief.    However,  I  got 
one  on  right  and  wrapped  worm  and  hook  in  my 
kerchief  and  took  them  home  to  show  my  wife.  A 
few  days  afterwards  I  thought  the  worms  did  not 
seem  very  lively,  and  remembered  having  heard 
that  fishermen  put  something  or  other  in  the  box 
to  freshen  them  up,  so  I  again  went  to  inquire. 
"  Yes,"  said  my  instructor,  "what  you  want  is 
assafoetida."    I  bought  a  pennyworth,  remarking 
that  it  had  a  strong  smell,  and  he  said  it  was  the 
smell  that  stirred  up  the  worms.    I  went  home  in 
the  car,  as  it  was  wet.    Fortunately  I  had  not  far 
to  go,  for  as  soon  as  ever  I  got  in  everyone  was 
lookmg  at  me  and  sniffing.    I  told  a  friend  sitting 
next  to  me  that  I  had  got  some  worm  reviver.  Not 
bemg  a  fisherman  he  did  not  seem  to  understand, 
but  looked  scared  and  got  off  the  car  hurriedly,  and 
a  minute  or  two  afterwards  everybody  else  got  off 
too.     I  thought  it  was  very  strange.     My  wife 
awoke  me  about  two  o'clock  the  next  morning  and 
told  me  to  get  up  and  throw  that  tin  of  worms  away 
as  it  stunk  the  house  out,  and  there  was  no  getting 
to  sleep.    I  certainly  did  notice  a  nasty  smell,  and 
I  did  as  she  told  me.    I  generally  do.    Being  well 
known  in  the  neighbourhood  I  got  leave  to  fish  in 
several  small  reservoirs.     Starting  off  early  one 
morning  I  met  a  friend  who  inquired,  "  Off  for  your 
holidays?"    "  Going  fishing,"  J  replied.  "What 
have  you  got  in  your  basket  ?  "    I  said,  "  Lunch,  of 
course."    "Why,  man,"  said  he,  "it's  big  enough 
for  a  fortnight's  rations."    I  remember  now  that 
the  dealer  said  it  was  a  large  trout  or  small  salmon 
basket.    One  day,  when  fishing  a  small  reservoir 
about  forty  feet  across,  it  struck  me  that  if  I  could 
only  throw  the  bait  further  in  I  should  have  a 
better  chance,  so  I  mentioned  it  to  a  friend,  and  he 
quite  agreed  with  me,  and  offered  to  lend  me  a 
salmon  rod.    This  I  took  up,  and  all  being  ready  I 
swung  the  rod  round  to  make  a  big  cast,  but  the  rod 
was  so  heavy  it  nearly  carried  me  into  the  water 
head  first.     I  just  managed  to  save  ,  myself  by 
steppmg  into  the  water  with  one  foot.    I  did  not 
fish  long,  partly  because  one  leg  was  wet  up  to  the 
knee,  and  partly  because  I  was  afraid  of  the  rod. 
Early  one  evening  shortly  afterwards,  when  I  got 
to  the  reservoir  I  found  two  friends  fishing.  One 
of  them  had  got  a  beautiful  trout,  which  he  showed 
me,  quite  half  a  poxmd  weight.    They  said  I  had 
come  just  at  the  right  time,  as  the  fish  would  very 
hkely  start  biting  as  it  grew  dusk.     They  were 
fishing  at  the  far  end  of  the  reservoir,  and  I  could 
scarcely  see  them  for  some  trees.    Presently  the 
other  man  came  to  show  me  a  fish  he  had  got — it 
was  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  pound,  I'm  sure. 
Presently  No.  1  fisherman  called  out  to  me  that  he 
had  _got  another  half-pound  fish.    I  heard  a  splash- 
ing m  the  water  just  before  he  shouted.    It  was 
now  nearly  dark,  and  I  heard  some  more  splashing, 
and  No.  2  shouted  out  he  had  got  a  beauty,  which 
he  brought  round  and  showed  me.    He  got  another 
a  bit  later  on.    I  did  not  get  a  bite,  so  went  home. 
Ihe  next  day  I  called  on  the  tackle  dealer,  who 
isked  me  if  I  had  had  any  sport.    I  told  him  no, 
out  '^X"  and  "Y"  were  fishing   and  got  five 
aeauties' between  them.    He  burst  out  laughing, 
ind  said  he  Fmet  the  men  coming  home,  and  they 
lad  only  one  half-pound  fish.    I  begin  to  think  I 
10  not  understand  fishermen  any  more  than  I 
mderstand  fishing.    It  is  now  what  they  call  the 
close  '  season  for  trout,  so  I  shall  have  plenty  of 
■ime  to  read  all  the  books  about  fishing  that  I  can 
!et  from  the  "  Mechanics'."  D  D. 


On  March  21  and  22  the  aimual  netting  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  Kennet  flowing  through  the  estate  of 
Sir  William  Pearce,  Bart.,  of  Chilton  Lodge,  near 
Hungerford,  took  place,  the  object  being  to'  keep 
down  the  head  of  grayling  and  of  "  coarse "  fish 
which  there  so  abound  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the 
trout  fishing  unless  carefully  regulated.    In  previous 
years  these  "  detrimentals  "  in  the  mid-Kennet  have 
been  destroyed  in  the  interests  of  trout  culture  ;  but 
this  season  (through  the  kind  offices  of  the  estate 
agent,  Mr.  J.  R.  Harding)  Sir  William  kindly  gave 
permission  to  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association  to  take  as  many  as  they  possibly  could 
to  turn  into  that  portion  of  the  Thames  which  is 
under  their  jurisdiction,  for  the  benefit  of  the  free 
angling  over  which  they  exercise  beneficial  super- 
vision.   Accordingly  preparations  were  made  for  a 
big  haul  of  fish  most  desirable  in  the  Thames,  but 
the  catch  exceeded  anticipation.  The  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  afforded  every  facility  in  their 
power;  Mr.  Beard,  of  Hungerford,  and  Mr.  W.  G. 
Flanagan,  of  Reading,  arranged  the  road  cartage ; 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Gray,  of  the  Hyde  End  Fishery^ 
Brimpton,  lent  a  number  of  fish  carriers  to  supple' 
ment  those  belonging  to  the  Reading  Association. 
The  eventful  days  were  ideal  as  to  weather  from  the 
general  point  of  view,  but  unfortunate  for  the  trans- 
port of  fish  over  such  a  long  journey,  on  account  of 
the  high  temperatures  prevailing.     The  detailed 
arrangements  were  plarmed  and  carried  out  by  the 
three  successive  hon.  secretaries  of  the  Reading 
Association  (Messrs.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  vice-president 
and  founder,  Mr.  Frederick  Brown,  vice-president, 
and  Mr.'W.  Slade  Hawkins,  the  new  hon.  secretary)' 
who  were  assisted  by  Messrs.  T.  Mackrill  and  w! 
Gait  Millar  (members  of  committee)  and  Mr.  H." 
Ayres,  of  Caversham,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Cockburn,  of 
Streatley,  and  a  competent  staff  of  the  associatio'n's 
bailiffs.    The  actual  netting  was  done  by  men  in  Sir 
WilUam  Pearce's  service,  under  the  direction  of  Mr 
Sims,  the  head  keeper,  and  was  admirably  managed. 
Mr.  Harding  was  present  on  both  days,  and  extended 
every  courtesy  to  the  party,  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance greatly  lightening  their  task.    The  netting  on 
the  two  days  disclosed  a  most  gratifying  stock  of 
splendid  trout  in  the  water — a  fact  on  which  Sir 
William  Pearce,  who  takes  much  interest  in  fly  fish- 
ing, and  also  his  vigilant  agent  and  keepers  are  to 
be   heartily  congratulated.     The  trout  were,  of 
course,  carefully  returned.    Grayling — mainly  y'ear- 
lings — were  on  March  21  netted  literally  by  the  thou- 
sand, and  very  many  had  to  be  sacrificed  and  given 
to  tenants  and  cottagers  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  transporting  them  to  Reading.  As  to  the  "  coarse ' ' 
fish,  past  consistent  netting  told  its  tale — pike,  etc., 
which  used  to  be  killed  by  the  hundred,  beim^ 
relatively  few.    The  task  of  conveying  the  five  fish 
to  the  Thames  at  Reading  was  a  heavy  one 
espedaUy  in  regard  to  grayling,  which  are  the  most 
delicate  of  freshwater  fish.    They  had  first  to  be 
"washed,"  and  the  "carriers"  had  to   be  con- 
tinually treated  with  frequent  lumps  of  ice  to  keep 
down  the  temperature  of  the  water,  and  incessantly 
aerated  with  syringes  ;  but  the  result  fully  justified 
the  labour  and  expense  involved.    On  March  21 
over_  five    hundred  grayling    (Salmo  thymallus) 
running  up  to  fully  31b.  each  in  weight,  a  few  pike 
averaging  41b.,  the  largest  VJlb.,  and  other  fish, 
were  put  m  the  river  in  good  health  ;  and  on  the 
following  day  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  big  fish 
of  sorts  made  an  equally  successful  journey,  and 
included  several  pike,  a  large  number  of  magnificent 
dace  (some  scaling  1  lb.  and  upwards),  and  many 
roach  up  to  l^lb.,  and  chub  up  to  SJlb.,  as  well  as 
still  more  fine  grayling.     Thames  anglers  in  the 
Reading  district  will  thank  Sir  William  Pearce  for 
his  generous  gift,  and  should  also  be  grataful  to  the 
local  Preservation  Association,  which  is  always 
showing  anxiety  to  promote  their  interests,  although 
the  burden  of  anxious  work  and  considerable  ex- 
pense falls  upon  so  few.    On  the  second  day  of  the 
netting  the  Newbury  Angling  Association  were  also 
granted  a  largo  number  of  fish  by  Sir  Wm.  Pearce, 
which  will  no  doubt  form  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  waters  under  their  care. — Reading  Mercury 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SALMON  AND  GRILSE. 
Sir, — Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  is  quite  right  in 
acquitting  me  of  the  slightest  desire  to  "  deprive  a 
brother  angler  and  author  of  his  rightful  dues."  I 
am  the  last  person  likely  to  disparage  the  value  of 
such  observations  as  he  has  conducted  over  a  long 
series  of  years,  nor  can  I  recollect  anything  in  the 
extract  which  you  gave  from  my  letter  to  suggest 
any  infringement  of  whatever  may  be  considered  his 
"  rightful  dues."  I  have  not  the  Fishinf  Gazette  of 
March  18  before  me.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection 
I  said  that  "evidence  was  accumulating"  to  prove 
that  the  small  spring  salmon  were  fish  that  had  passed 
the  grilse  stage  in  the  sea.  Mr.  Pennell  says  that 
he  "  enunciated  this  theory  "  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago,  and  appears  to  claim  proprietary  rights  therein. 
Sir,  it  IS  open  to  anybody  to  "  enunciate  theories  "  ■ 
they  carry  us  no  further.  What  we  require  is 
the  evidence  of  accumulated  observation ;  and  the 
"  new  light "  to  which  I  referred  has  its  source  in 
the  systematic  marking  of  salmon,  which,  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  has  been  conducted  under 
the  direction  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  and 
promises  to  carry  the  question  beyond  the  region 
of  theory. 

If  Mr.  Pennell's  theory  is  confirmed,  nobody  will 
be  readier  than  I  to  congratulate  him  upon  his 
acumen. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
March  28.  Herbert  Maxwell. 

CASTING  THE  FROG  FOR  CHUB— BIG 

FISH  LIST. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  who  are 
experts  at  this  style  of  fishing  give  a  full  description 
thereof— method  of  mounting  the  bait,  best  size, 
how  the  weight  is  applied,  how  the  cast  is  made, 
the  proper  depth  the  bait  is  fished,  etc.  ?  The 
descriptions  given  by  various  angling  authors  con- 
vince me  that  they  know  less  about  the  matter 
than  I  do  myself.  I  knew  a  Thames  fisherman  who 
used  to,  when  short  of  the  proper  sized  frogs,  make 
a  very  successful  bait  out  of  parts  of  the  legs  only, 
but  I  cannot  recollect  how  they  were  "  articulated?' 

Big  Fish  List.— Is  not  Mr.  Jardine  guilty  of  a 
rnost  ungallant  omission  ?    Speaking  from  memory 
the  heaviest  trout  by  far  of  the  season  (241b.)  was 
taken  by  a  lady  angler  on,  I  think.  Loch  Rannoch 
early  m  July.— Yours  truly.  Froggy. 

[I  think  the  best  article  I  have  ever  had  on  cast- 
ing the  frog  (dead)  for  chub  was  by  "  A.  R.  I.  E.  L." 
m  1880.  I  hope  to  give  it,  or  some  extracts  from 
it,  in  an  early  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.— E.-D.} 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 


The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

4927.  William  Henry  Hollas,  4,  St.  Ann'  3-square, 
Manchester.  "  An  improvement  in  or  applicable  to 
fish  and  chip  cooking  ranges." 

4941.  Peter  Moncrieff  Sim,  4,  Reform-street, 
Dundee.  "Improvement  in  and  relating  to  the 
dressing  of  hooks  for  fly  fishing." 


THE  RECORD  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Under  this  heading  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  25,  Mr.  Phillips  writes  of  the  381b 
pike  netted  in  Lough  Mask  as  "  the  biggest  pike  of 
modern  times."    But  will  you  permit  me  to  point 
out  that  the  Fishing  Gazette,  either  late  in  the  month 
of  March  or  early  in  April  1894,  gave  an  account  of 
the  capture  of  a  monster  pike  in  the  river  Bann  on 
March  22  of  that  year,  its  weight  being  6 1  lb.  Bein<- 
very  intimately  acquainted  with  the  river  Bann,  and 
having,  as  well  as  many  others,  spooned  over  the 
spot  ot  the  capture  scores  of  times,  I  got  Mr.  Demp- 
sey  interviewed  on  the  subject,  as  his  boatmen  had 
kiUed  the  pike.    His  account  differing  sliahtly  from 
that  published  by  you  I  venture  to  repeat  it,  and  I 
feel  perfectly  certain  that  it  is  correct  in  every 
particular.    Length  and  weight  as  given  by  vou 
4ft.  Jin.,  and  6 1  lb.    Then  Mr.  Dempsey  adds,  girth' 
31|m.,  and  weight  of  spawn,  7ilb.,  which  I  calculate 
would  give  about  654,200  eggs— truly  a  nice  little 
addition  to  a  small  tea  party  !    I  believe  that  the 
river  Bann  would  be  the  happiest  of  waters  for  an 
expert  pike  fisher  to  display  his  skill  in,  and  I  have 
known  it,  and  of  it,  for  some  sixty  years,  and  I  have 
never  known  or  heard  of  its  being  skilfully  fished 
for  pike.    A  great  number  of  them  nave  been  killed 
since  the  introduction,  some  forty-five  years  ago  of 
spoon  bait  fishing  for  salmon  on  that  tackle,  stul  the 
largest  ever  so  killed  was  but  221b.,  got  by  the  late 
Colonel  Leslie  on  a  No.  7  silver  spoon,  single  gut 
salmon  trace,  on  Sept.  3,  1880.— Yours  truly" 

F.  M.  Leslie. 

A  GREAT  DAY  WITH  THE  PIKE— IS  A 
NEW  RECORD  CREATED  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Last  week's  issue  (March  25)  of  the 
^if^hing  Gazette  contained  an  interesting  account  bv 
Mr.  Oliver  Procter  of  a  fine  capture  of  pike  by 
himself  and  two  companions— "  A.  J.  M"  and 
"  A.  R.  H.,"  attended  by  Robinson,  the  keeper.  The 
most  successful  of  the  three  anglers—"  A  J  M  "— 
caught  thirty-two  pike,  weighing  2751b.",  the 'five 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELB,       IS  MING  QXJAJRTEKlS, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent   Trout  Fishing 
reserved   and   free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
TeleTaphic  Address  :  "  Macfadyeii,  Cuilfail, 
Kilnielford." 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

rr   CKOES,  AXGLESET. 

The  Best  Free  Fishing  in  the  British  Isles. 
Lakes,  Rivers,  and  Streams. 

Read  This. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addre33 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
aud  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  ISTlnite   &  Sons, 

Fishing  Taci<le  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 

Briglit  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel  ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  "Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3rf.  train  fare.    Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,  T.J.  COTTRELL. 

MOTTNT  OART.F  HOTFL 

iUv/Uiil     uAXJJjIJi  XlWlJ-ilJ, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAV. 

Equally  convenient  for  Lough  Mask  or  Lough 
Corrib.    Under  entirely  New  Management  aud 
English  supervision.   Recently  extended  and  re- 
decorated throughout.  Modeiate  Tariff.  Cheap 
Boats.            GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 

N.B. — Book  for  Ballinrobe  Station — 15  hours 
from  London,  13i  from  Birmingham,  Hi  from 
Liverpool,  and  13  from  Manchester. 

FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.     Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.     Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.      First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.     Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.    Moderate  Tariff. 
— For  •  further    particulars    apply  to 
Propeietob, 

McDEVITT  S  MOTEIL, 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 

Co.  DONEGAL. 

TO  LET,  weekly  or    monthly,  until 
August,  FURNISHED  LODGE;  atten- 
dance and  fire,  with  exclusive  right  of 
white  and  brown  Trout  Fishing  in  some 
laljes,  and  several  miles  of  rivers. — For 
terms,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Swiney,  Avenue 
Chambers,  Belfast. 

ARDEONAIG  INN, 

On  the  Banks  of  Loch  Tay. 
Five  minutes'  walk  to  Fishing  Ground. 
Good  Boatman  kept.    Charges  moderate. 

Apply,  P.  Campbell,  Proprietor. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Over  Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Trout  Fishing 
on  the  Exe  and  Barle.    Every  accom- 
modation at 

CROWN  HOTEL,  EXFORD, 

AND 

SHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON. 

,T.  H.  Taer,  Proprietor. 

Lough  Corrib,  Co,  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

^Vithin  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  Is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
1st.    The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.    Boats  always  in 
readiness.  ■  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Xo  JLt&t  —  R.  FgsMsz  Rods 

On  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing  on  the 
River  Oughton.  River  well  stocked.  Forty-three 
minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N.  Railway). — 
Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Commander  Fel- 
LOWBS,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery,  Hitchin. 

Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHAWNOK,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 

ROI>S  TO  LET 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fly  rise ;  IJ  miles ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually ;  keeper 
found.  £15  per  Rod.-Full  particulars  from 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.    Boats  free  to 
visitors.   Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.    Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quahty.    Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply.JoHN  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

dUUUuuAIi  AIlluiJ  nUliiL, 

BODORGAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.     Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.    Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.    Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.   Every  accommodation.  Cars,  etc.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 

TO  TROUT  ANGLERS. 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Fishing 
District  —  Teviot    and    tributaries.  — 
Address,  Trout,  c/o  Willing's  Adver- 
tising Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

TO     I^E  T. 

TWO  OR  THREE  RODS 

On  about  two-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
in  the  EIVER  ARROW  at  MonMand, 
and  about  two-and-a-half  miles  from 
Leominster  Station.    The  River  is  well 
stocked  with  both  Trout  and  Grayling, 
and  affords  some  excellent  sport  all  the 
year.    Three  Guineas  per  rod. — Apply  to 
Robert  M.  Dent,  Leominster. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  Td.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

BUCKFASTLEIGH, 

SOUTH  DEVON. 

One  or  two  PAYING  GUESTS  received 
in  detached  house  close  to  River  Dart, 
Station,    and    Town.     Good  sporting 
country.— Apply,  "G.,"   Miss  Seaele, 
Stationer,  Buckfastleigh. 

THE  TEST. 

ONE  ROD  on  Bransbury  Common 
TO  LET. 

Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Cpolly  Rivep,  and 
Rosses  Fishery, 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,   situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.    New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from   Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

Till?   MOV  WHTFT 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.    Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

TROUT  FISHING. 

WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WAR  WICKSHIRE. 

On  the  borders  of  Oxfordshire,  Gloucestershire, 
and  Worcestershire.    Old-fashioned  Farmhouse 
(dated  1711).     Board  residence,  30s.  weekly. 
Grand  scenery,  charming  drives  to  Shakespeare's 
country,  Edge  Hills,  Conipton  \\'ynates,  Brough- 
ton  Castle,  Wroxton  Abbey,  Heithrop,  Broadway, 
VVhichtord  and  Wolford  Woods,  Weston  House 
and  Park,  King's  Stones,  and  many  more  places 
of  interest.    Two  miles  good,  preserved  Trout 
Fishing,  restocked  1902-03-04,  with  Rainbows 
and  Sahno  Farios.  Tickets  •2.«.  6d.  each.  Shooting, 
300  acres.    Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via 
Banbury.  Highest  references.  Apply,  K.  E.  COOK. 

Apply — 

H.  C.  Hammans,  Mount  House,  Andover. 

WANTED. 
A    SHOP  ASSISTANT. 

state  experience,  give  references,  and 
state  wages  wanted. 

rOSTER  B«OS.,  ASHBOURNE. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Lougbs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

WALTER  JARVIS, 

Thirttf  years  in  a  Jtedditch 
i'ishing    Tackle  Vare/iouse, 

IS  NOW  PREPARED  TO  SUPPLY 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards  (six 

lengths  of  Gut),  tapered  FF  to  ix,  8d.  each. 
BEST   QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards, 

tapered  Hne  to  2x,  Gut,  6d.  each. 
SECOND  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards, 

tapered  tine  to  2x,  Gut,  4ld.  each. 
A  GOOD  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards,  3d.  each. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  12  in.  fine  drawn  Gut,  5d. 

per  doz. 

BEST  HOOKS,  to  ix  drawn  Gut,  15  In.,  8d. 
per  doz. 

ROACH  HOOKS,  to  1  yard  Gut  bottoms,  1/1 
per  doz. 

DRAWN  GUT,  l.t  to  4x,  12  in.,  2/6  per  100. 

DRAWN  GUT,  5x,  15  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  NAMED  TROUT  FLIES,  8ld.  per  doz. 

A  Liberal  Discount  allowed  to  Angling  Clubs  on 
parcels  of  50/-  and  upwards. 

Note  the  Addkess  : 

7,  ARCHER  ROAD,  REDDITCH. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 
H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

IRELAND-FISHING. 

PAYING  GUESTS. 

A  Gentleman,  living  in  West  of  Ireland,  would 
receive  one  or  two  Paying  Guests.    Very  good 
Trout  Fishing  in  immediate  neighbourhood  on 
lakes  aud  river,  free  ;  also  Salmon  Fishing.  Fine 
mountain  air.      Terms  moderate.  —  Address, 
"Box  226,"  care  of  Eason  &  SON,  Advertising 
Agents,  Dublin. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gup,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  l)ust  free  Sahniin  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  ftsh— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the   others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Jlorning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).    Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.   Boats  Free.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.   Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9.«.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,   £1  Is.  ;   Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.    Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address,  Manageress. 

LOUGH  MELVIN. 

rncc  SALMON  AND  IKUUI  rloHINLi. 

Camping  Hut  to  Let  on  shore  of  lough  ; 
furnished  ;  boat ;  terms  moderate.  Also, 
for  August  only,  comfortable  Fishing 
Lodge  on  large  island. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Cboft,  Mish  Keen,  Ballyshaniion, 
Go.  Donegal. 
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largest  being  281b.,  18Jlb.,  16|lb.,  121b.,  and  121b.  ; 
the  others  were  small  fish  of  31b.  up  to  91b.  Mr. 
Procter  asks,  "la  a  new  record  created  ?  "  I  will 
leave  other  anglers  to  decide.  On  Jan.  19,  1884,  I 
caught  five  pike  of  these  respective  weights: 
23|lb.  (on  gut  paternoster),  21  lb.  (spinning  tackle), 
20Hh.,  19^1b.,  and  191b.  (oa  snap  tackle),  their 
aggregate  weight  being  103  |lb.  ;  also  thirty  smaller 
fish  weighing  1871b.,  of  which  I  returned  all  under 
71b.  each  uninjured  to  the  water.  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  has  on  three  or  four  occasions  been  my 
companion  at  this  fine  fishery,  where  we  have 
usually  had  excellent  sport ;  and  he  will  no  doubt 
remember  Feb.  15,  1887,  when,  among  many  other 
fish  of  good  size,  we  caught  pike  of  181b.,  201b 
221b.,  23|lb.,  and  26ilb.  ;  the  latter  was  Mr! 
Marston's  capture. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Jabdine. 
[Personally,  I  have  no  desire  to  catch  a  "  record 
take,"  but  I  should  like  to  get  a  record  fish.  Mr. 
J ardine  and  I  know  where  there  is  one  pike  so  big 
that  even  A.  J.  trembles  when  he  thinks  of  him. 
He  says  if  he  does  not  catch  him  he  is  going  to 
leave  the  chance  of  doing  so  to  me  in  his  will,  the 
chance  to  pass  on  to  my  son.  The  monster  is 
growing  all  the  time,  and  it  no  one  else  catches  him 
perhaps  we  shall.  Anyway,  it  is  very  pleasant  to 
know  Mr.  A.  J.  puts  him  down  at  over  iOlb.,  and 
may  be  over  501b. — Ed.] 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib,— My  friend,  Mr.  Walter  King,  and 
myself  had  an  afternoon  "jacking"  at  the  begin- 
ning of  March.  We  did  not  have  a  run  at  all  until 
about  4.30,  when  they  came  sharply  on  and  we  had 
about  1 J  hour's  good  sport— eight  fish ;  total  weight, 
421b.;  largest  taken  by  Mr.  King,  live-baiting, 
lOjlb.  Six  of  these  fish  were  taken  on  a  cast 
Bupphed  me  by  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  of 
London,  price  twopence,  single  gut,  one  yard  long. 
I  have  used  these  casts  for  three  years  regularly  for 
pike  fishing  and  have  never  known  them  fail  me  — 
Yours  truly,  C.  P.  Morris. 

Ootteswolde,  Tewkesbury,  Glos. 


MR.  PROCTER'S  TAKE  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  O.  Procter  and  friends',  take  of 
pike  13  a  truly  splendid  one,  and  in  reading  his 
eloquent  account  of  it  I  do  not  know  which  to 
admire  most— the  high  average  the  fish  ran,  or  his 
own  forbearance  in  fishing  so  little  himself  on  a  day 
that  will  assuredly  be  one  of  a  lifetime.  Regarding 
his  query  as  to  its  being  a  record  for  (1)  Number  of 
pike  caught  spinning  in  one  day  by  two  rods,  iorty- 
nme;  (2)  Number  of  pike  caught  spinning  in  one 
day  by  one  rod,  thirty-two;  (3)  Weight  for  two 
rods  spmmng  in  one  day,  394J2lb. ;  (4)  Weight  for 
one  rod  spinning  in  one  day,  2761b.— also,  if  Uve- 
baitmg  has  furnished  greater  records— I  should  say 
that  for  (3)  and  (4)  Mr.  Procter's  bag  would  come 
perilously  near  it,  but  (1)  and  (2)  must  have  often 
been  exceeded. 

After  fifteen  years'  constant  experience  of  some 
of  the  very  finest  pike  fishing  the  United  Kingdom 
can  show,  my  conclusion  is  that  for  a  really  good 
water,  granted  two  fairly  expert  fishermen  spinning, 
and  the  fish  on  the  feed,  they  ought  at  least  to  get 
fifty  fish,  and  possibly  very  many  more.  For 
mstance,  two  years  ago,  fishing  with  a  well-known 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  we  landed  seventy 
fish,  and  might  have  had  many  more  even  than 
that,  only  as  the  day  wore  on,  and  the  gashes  in 
my  hands  from  the  brutes'  teeth  became  more  and 
more  plentiful,  we  grew  discriminating,  and  shook 
off  all  lish  that  we  saw  were  less  than  101b.  weight. 
Had  we  gone  for  a  record  that  day  we  could 
have  had  at  least  one  hundred  fish  to  the  two  rods. 
The  average  size  on  that  occasion  was  nothing  like 
Mr.  Procter's  take,  and  the  biggest  .fish  did  not 
scale  201b.,  and  if  I  remember  aiight  was  the  only 
one  we  retained,  our  rule  in  such  waters  being  to 
return  all  fish  under  151b.  I  quote  this  day 
merely  as  an  example  of  a  good  day  on  good 
water.  Regarding  his  second  query  as  to  number 
for  a  day's  fishing  by  one  rod,  I  should  say 
that  from  a  numerical  point  of  view  it  is  far 
fiom  being  a  record.  On  a  good  number  of  occa- 
sions I  have  had  up  to  forty-five  fish  per  day  to  my 
own  rod,  and  I  have  also  seen  my  friends  do  like- 
wise. In  fact,  individual  bags  up  to  forty  fish  must 
be  fairly  common  in  really  good  waters,  for  in 
February  and  March  they  are  generally  absurdly 
easy  to  catch  if  one  goes  about  it  the  right  way. 
As  to  whether  live-baiting  has  furnished  greater 
records,  I  remember  reading  in  the  Field  some  nine 
years  or  so  ago  of  a  day's  live-baiting  for  one  rod 
which  has  always  stood  with  me  as  an  absolute 
record  for  pike  fishing.  The  lucky  angler,  I  forget 
the  name,  if  it  was  given  at  all,  got  twenty-one 
pike,  aggregate  weight,  339|lb.,  average  over 
161b.  per  fish ! 

On  one  point  in  Mr.  Procter's  interesting  article 


I  must  beg  to  differ  from  him.  He  mentions  a 
"big  dace"  as  used  by  him  on  a  spinning  flight, 
and  also  that  he  had  fished  a  "  noted  water  "  a  day 
or  two  previously  with  barren  result.  Might  I 
suggest  that  if  he  had  used  a  small  dace  instead, 
the  result  might  have  been  different.  How  many 
days  I  have  turned  from  a  poor  to  a  solendid  result 
by  using  small  spinning  baits  instead  of  big 
unwieldy  ones  I  should  not  like  to  say.  My  experi- 
ence is  that  in  every  good  water,  if  the  pike  are  off 
the  feed  at  all,  they  can  always  be  induced  to  take 
a  small  spinning  bait  some  time  in  the  day,  when 
they  will  not  look  at  a  large  one.  About  a  month 
ago  a  friend  and  myself  succeeded  in  turning  a  bad 
day  into  forty-five  pike  by  this  method  ;  at  least  he 
did,  for  I  stuck  to  the  large  bait  more  from 
obstinacy  than  anything  else,  and  hardly  got  a  fish, 
while  he  scored  to  the  tune  of  thirty  odd.  Only  a 
fortnight  back  the  same  friend  and  myself  proved 
the  small  bait  again,  getting  fifty-five  fish  with 
them,  when  they  would  not  look  at  a  large  bait 
— on  an  Abbey  Mills  spinner,  large  size,  which  we 
always  use,  and  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
far  the  best,  at  any  rate  for  us.  A  brilliant  spin  or 
seductive  wobble  is  attainable  at  will,  the  bait  can- 
not be  thrown  off,  and  is  adjusted  in  a  moment. 
What  more  can  be  claimed  for  any  spinner  in  the 
market  ?  Apologising  for  so  long  a  letter. — Yours 
truly,  M.  R.  L.  White. 


FISHING  AT  MONTREUX. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  correspondents  would  give  me  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  trout  fishing  in  the  streams  near 
Montreux,  Lake  Geneva.  What  of  the  Veveyse 
and  the  Stoekalper  Canal  ?  I  understand  that 
only  the  cantonal  licence  is  required,  and  there  is 
no  need  for  any  other  permission.  Ought  I  take 
my  waders,  and  what  flies  should  I  take  for 
Easter  ? — Yours  truly,  W.  A.  R. 

SLIPPING  OF  GtJT  FROM  THE  HOOK. 
Dear  Sir, — -I  send  you  a  plan  that  I  have  used 
for  many  years  for  securing  the  gut  to  the  hook 
and  have  found  very  successful.  I  thoroughly 
soften  the  gut  and  commence  in  the  usual  manner, 
whipping  for  a  third  of  the  distance.    Then  I  take 

*^ 

the  lower  end  of  the  gut  in  the  hackle  pliers  and 
let  it  hang  freely  below  the  shank,  winding  one 
turn  of  the  silk  round  the  shank  only,  then  round 
shank  and  gut,  continuing  for  another  third  of  the 
distance  in  this  manner,  then  whipping  round  both 
to  the  end.  Enc  osed  is  a  good-sized  hook  tied  in 
this  manner  to  show  the  method  plainly. — Yours 
truly.  R.  N. 


"NEVER  KILL  FEMALE  TROUT." 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  lately  become  a  subscriber  to 
the  Deutsche  Angler  ZeUung.  There  is  a  very  good 
ar  ticle  in  No.  6,  of  March  iS,  by  M.  Schumacher,  in 
whish  he  recommends  never  to  kill  afemile  trout,  but 
carefully  replace  it  in  the  river.  I  want  in  future 
to  follow  the  advice ;  but  in  what  way  can  a  female 
trout  be  distinguished  from  a  male  trout  ?  Perhaps 
you  would  kindly  inform  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  shall  leave  for  Germany  to-morrow  to  look  at  a 
stretch  of  water,  15  kilom.  long,  which  has  been 
offered  to  me  on  lease. — Yours  truly, 

Jersey,  March  19.  Piscator. 
[In  some  English  trout  preserves  the  female  trout 
are  returned  towards  the  end  of  the  season.  It  is 
not  easy  to  describe  how  to  tell  the  difference,  but 
anyone  accustomed  to  seeing  many  trout  soon  gets 
to  tell  at  a  glance — the  female  fish  is  nearly  always 
smaller  in  the  head,  more  shapely  and  graceful  than 
the  male  fish,  and  usually  plumper  and  brighter  in 
colour. — Ed. J 


ANCHORS  FOR  BOATS. 
Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents kindly  give  me  the  address  or  name  of 
any  maker  of  an  anchor  which  will  hold  a  boat  in  a 
sottish  bottom.  We  have  been  greatly  bothered 
since  the  commencement  of  the  winter  owing  to 
the  boats  drifting  during  a  heavy  wind  wnile 
anchored  out  fishing,  and  we  find  that  the  ordinary 
small  fluke  anchor  simply  cuts  its  way  through  the 
soft  mud.  The  anchor  I  have  in  mind  is  the  one 
used  by  small  yachts.    I  call  it  a  plate  anchor Jor 


want  of  a  proper  name,  owing  to  Its  shape ;  but  I 
do  not  know  where  they  are  made  or  the  price. 

The  reservoirs  are  about  178  acres  of  water  in 
extent,  and  the  large  one  is  very  exposed  and  in 
places  30ft.  to  35ft.  deep. 

We  have  just  finished  our  winter's  netting — that 
is,  taking  our  young  fijh  from  the  rearing  ponds 
and  transferring  them  into  the  big  lakes.  Oa 
March  25  we  netted  for  perch  alone,  and  in  three 
hauls  took  2100  fine  young  healthy  fish  and 
transferred  them  safely  into  their  new  abode. 
Trusting  you  or  some  kind  friend  will  give  me  the 
information  I  require,  and  wishing  the  Fishing 
Gazette  the  best  of  good  wishes, — Yours  truly, 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

New  Wintersett  Anglers'  Club, 
Wakefield,  Yorks. 


CHUB  TAKES  A  GUDGEON. 
Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that 
while  spinning  a  4in.  gudgeon  in  the  Yorkshire 
Derwent  to-day  (March  26)  my  bait  was  taken  by 
a  chub.  I  landed  the  fish,  which  si-aled  31b.  12oz. 
I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers  have  had  a  similar 
experience  ?  I  have  never  known  chub  to  seize  so 
large  a  bait  before. — Yours  truly, 

DiGBY  Legabd. 
[It  is  not  very  often  that  a  chub  takes  a  4in. 
spinning  bait.    I  have  taken  them  on  a  3in.  spin- 
ning bait  occasionally. — Ed.] 

HOW  TO  MAKE  1  VARNISH,  i 
Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Sharpe's 
inquiries  of  March  25.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  I 
take  it  for  certain  that  he  has  already  varnished 
the  rod,  and  that  he  wants  to  use  the  rod  at  once, 
and  the  following  instructions  will  at  once  gst  over 
the  difficulty.  Get  one  pint  of  best  elastic  pale 
finishing  varnish  from  R.  Cruckshank,  Chemical 
Works,  Camden-street,  Birmingham,  into  which 
put  a  thimbleful  of  terebine  and  the  same  quantity 
of  raw  linseed  oil.  Give  the  rod  two  coats  with  a 
fairly  stiff  brush.  I  may  add  that  varnish  requires 
as  much  studying  as  most  things. — Yours  truly, 

C.  E.  Cooper. 


FISHING  AT  DIEKIRCH.  1 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
correspondents  kindly  give  me  any  practical  in- 
formation about  the  trout  fishing  at  Diekirch, 
Luxembourg,  whether  it  is  good,  bad,  or  indifferent, 
if  Easter  would  be  too  early,  what  are  the  best 
flies,  etc.,  and  if  wading  is  necessary  ? 

I  might  add  I  have  received  the  booklet  from  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  des  Ardennes,  but  this  does 
not  give  the  information  I  require  as  regards  the 
fishing. — Yours  truly.  May  Fly. 


RE  BALLBROOK  FARM  TROUT  FISHERY, 
Dear  Sir, — I  saw  in  the  Fishinj  Gazette  for 
March  25  an  article  from  Manchester  re  Ballbrook 
Trout  Fishery,  and  thought,  perhaps,  an  experience 
I  had  of  a  similar  plase  might  interest  you.  A 
friend  of  mine  made  a  two-acre  fishery  in  the 
grounds  of  his  estate  and  well  stocked  it  with  trout, 
including  500  Loch  Levens.  The  place  is  spleididly 
made  with  two  small  streams  running  into  it,  and 
the  outlet  wired  off  to  prevent  fish  getting  away. 
It  has  a  large  valve  for  running  the  place  dry,  and 
before  putting  in  his  last  supply  of  Loch  Levens  he 
took  out  all  we?ds  and  staked  the  place  to  prevent 
netting  by  poachers,  and  for  the  first  season  had 
go  3d  sport,  fish  rising  well  and  a  good  size,  in 
splendid  condition — only  finding  one  dead  ona 
about 

Each  year  since  then  the  fish  have  refused  to  rise, 
and  it  is  now  almost  impossible  to  catch  a  trout, 
although  the  conditions  a -e  perfect.  Perhaps  some 
reader  of  your  excellent  paper  of  information  could 
give  a  reason  for  this,  as  I  have  tried  all  ways  to 
catch  these  big  trout. — Yours  truly, 

W.  G.  Reade. 

P.S. — I  hope  to  have  a  fortnight's  fishing  on 
Windermere  and  the  Kent  this  coming  week,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  let  you  know  the  results. 


WI^^DERMERE  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLIN'G 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  been  decided  to  hold  our 
annual  meeting  at  the  old  England  Hotel  on  Satur- 
day, April  29,  at  5.30  p.m.  The  meeting  will,  as 
last  year,  be  followed  by  the  members'  dinner 
(6.30),  boatmen's  dinner,  and  "  smoker."  It  is  also 
intended  to  hold  a  fishing  competition  on  the  sa  =  e 
day,  and  a  number  of  small  prizes  to  anglers  a  3  d 
boatmen  are  being  arranged.  Full  particulars  of 
the  competition  will  be  sent  to  each  member  along 
with  the  annual  report,  which  is  now  in  hand. — 
Yours  truly,  Georqe  Gatey  and  Son, 

Bowness,  March  28.  Secretaries. 
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BE  HOOK  NUMBERING. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  various  com- 
munications which  have  been  pubhshed  recently  in 
the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Qazette,  and  your  own 
editorial  observations,  as  to  the  correct  patterns  of 
my  eyed  hooks,  and  also  on  the  subject  of  "hook 
numbering"  generally,  I  herewith  send  you  electros 
of  the  hooks  in  question,  numbered  on  both  the 
"old"  and  "new"  scales.  These  hooks  are  made 
by  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Son,  Abbey  Mills, 
Redditch. 

The  illustrations  are  taken  from  the  fishing 
volumes  of  the  "  Badminton  Library  of  Sport,"  by 
permission  of  Messrs.  Longmans,  the  publishers. 

It  would  certainly  be  a  boon  to  all  fishermen — 
and  probably,  in  the  long  run,  to  hook  makers  also — ■ 
if  one  uniform  standard  could  be  generally  adopted. 


My  o^T\  scale  may  or  may  not  be  the  one  which 
commends  itself,  but  it  has  this  in  its  favour,  that 
pmall  numbers  are  used  to  express  the  small  sizes, 
and  larger  numbers  the  larger  sizes — which  appears 
to  harmonise  with  one's  natural  ideas  as  to  the 
fitness  of  things  —  whereas  in  the  hook  makers' 
catalogues,  certainly  in  many  cases,  though  not 
perhaps  in  all,  the  principle  is  reversed. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

p.S. — On  a  subsequent  occasion  I  may  possibly, 
with  your  permission,  complete  the  subject  of  my 
eyed  hooks  by  illustrations  of  the  ^-hitch  jam  knot, 
by  which  they  should  be  attached  to  the  gut. 


NUMBERING  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  much  interested  in  the  letters 
in  your  paper  re  the  numbering  of  fish  hooks;  no 
other  nation  on  earth  wovild  put  up  with  such  an 
absurd  want  of  order,  system,  and  method  as  we 
do.     It  is  quite  on  a  par  with  our  antiquated 


methods  of  reckoning  weights,  measures,  ihoney, 
and  everything  else. 

In  my  own  profession  we  have  Lancashire  acre, 
Cheshire  acre,  Statute  acre,  etc.,  some  double  the 
area  almost  of  others,  and  as  it  is  in  acres  so  it  is  in 
fish  hooks  and  everything  else. — -Yours  truly, 

H.  S.  G. 

P.S. — T  have  recently  caught  two  trout  which  I 
feel  certain  are  cross  between  Loch  Leven  and 
rainbow ;  if  I  get  another  I  will  certainly  forward  it 
to  you. 

BE  NEW  NUMBERS  OF  FISH  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  venture  to  suggest  that  to  obviate 
the  trouble,  annoyance,  and  mistakes  in  the  num- 
bering of  fishing  hooks,  if  Mr.  Tod  or  anyone  elso 
can  persuade  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal,  to 


alter  their  numbers  so  as  to  tally  with  those  of 
Redditch  manufactures,  there  would  be  quite  an 
end  of  the  difficulty.  It  is  obvious  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  that  large  centre,  with  hundreds  of  years 
general  trade  associations  with  their  numbers,  would 
not,  and  could  not  if  they  would,  alter  them.  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  and  Sons  being  practically  the  only 
makers  out  of  Redditch,  it  should  be  a  simple  matter 
to  bring  about  a  change  that  would  be  appreciated 
by  your  readers. — Yours  truly, 

Eton.  Bambridge  &  Co. 


SIZES  OF  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Tod  very  kindly  offers  to  lessen 
the  worries  of  the  fisherman,  as  far  as  he  can,  over 
the  vexed  question  of  hook-sizing.  I  for  one  am 
very  grateful,  and  now  write  to  not  only  say  so, 
but  suggest  that  makers  of  hooks  should  take  a 
vote  among  themselves  as  to  which  scale  they 
should  in  future  adopt,  and  call  it  neither  "  the 
old  "  nor  "  the  new,"  but  simply  number  them  as 


thcy,  the  vendors,  think  best.  The  purchasers  would 
instantly  and  gladly  hook  on,  and  none  more  trebly 
so  than  yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  ABERDEENSHIRE  DEE, 
Dear  Sir, — Having  been  on  Deeside  lately.  1 
thought  you  might  like  to  hear  of  some  fish  catches. 
After  the  late  spate  a  good  few  have  been  caught 
on  Woodend  and  Blackball  from  91b.  to  211b., 
while  at  Dess  and  Aboyne  Castle  water  many  good 
fish  have  been  caught,  mostly,  strange  to  say,  with 
the  Lady  Grace  Fly  tied  small.  On  Crathes  Castle 
water  and  Dium  water,  Mr.  George  Nicol,  of 
Roscohie,  that  celebrated  worm  fisher,  has  had 
numerous  clean  fish  and  many  kelts.  I  send  these 
few  notes  in  case  they  may  be  of  use  to  you. — 
Yours  truly,  John  McDonald. 


A  NOTE  FROM!  LOCH  TAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  it  might  perhaps  interest 
some  of  your  readers  to  know  that  fishing  for 
salmon  on  Loch  Tay  last  week  I  landed  a  21  lb. 
salmon  on  a  10ft.  "  Hardy  split  cane"  trout  rod. 
I  should  think  it  took  me  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  The  rod  stood  the  strain  well,  and  seems  none 
the  worse  for  it. — Yours  truly,      H.  J.  Knight. 

Killin  Hotel,  Loch  Tay. 


FISHING  ON  THE  COQUET. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  give  any  information  as 
regards  the  River  Coquet  for  fishing.  The  name  of 
any  hotel  in  that  locality,  or  the  name  of  a  club 
(and  address)  which  has  the  letting  of  the  fishing 
on  the  liver,  would  obUge. — Yours  truly, 

G.  E.  Garrick. 


WATERPROOF  DRESSING  FOR  LEATHER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  a  waterproof  dressing  for  leather  Wellingtons  ? 
They  seem  to  drink  the  water  in,  although  they 
cost  32s.  6d. — Yours  truly,         A.  M.  Pearson. 

[If  they  are  for  wading,  I  doubt  if  any  dressing 
would  make  them  watertight.  If  for  use  in  wet 
grass,  crossing  shallow  places  in  streams,  etc.,  I  feel 
sure  that  "  Gishurstine "  well  rubbed  in  will  stop 
all  drinking. — Ed.] 

THE  "VILLARD"  gaff. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  like  to  mention  that  the 
"  Villard  "  gaff  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  25  is  usually  carried  closed,  as  shown  in 
Fig.  5,  page  219,  of  our  catalogue  ;  the  top  clip  is 
only  for  use  after  you  have  brought  up  the  fish 
and  missed  him  in  trying  to  gafi ;  the  gaff  now 
being  fully  extended,  it  is  of  course  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  angler  to  leave  the  point  of  gaff 
open  or  close  it  into  the  space  provided  in  the  lower 
part  of  steel  shank,  see  Fig.  1,  page  219. — Yours 
truly,  Albert  Smith,  Manager. 

(Wyers  Frekes.) 


THE  "CAMEO  CLASSICS." 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  be 
glad  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  your  numerous 
readers  a  new  library  of  the  world's  best  books  at 
sixpence  net  per  volume,  well  printed,  and  bound 
in  art  vellum.  We  venture  to  think  that  this  new 
series  of  classics  mark  an  entirely  new  era  in  the 
annals  of  the  publishing  trade. 

Such  value  as  this  has  certainly  never  been 
attempted  before.  The  volumes,  as  you  will  notice, 
are  produced  in  tasteful  style  of  dainty  shape,  and 
the  printing  and  paper  are  excellent.  The  first 
volume,  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  consists  of  no  less 
than  320  pages.  "The  Beautias  of  Sterne"  is  the 
first  attempt  that  has  been  made  of  recent  years  to 
present  to  the  public  the  finest  passages  of  that 
most  charming  of  writers,  Laurence  Sterne. — Yours 
truly.  The  Library  Press. 

9,  Duke-street,  Charing  Cross,  W,C. 

[The  books  are  very  attractively  produced,  and 
wonderful  valua  at  sixpence  per  volume  in  cloth. 
—Ed.] 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  TROUT  FISHING  IN  ; 
SWITZERLAND  AT  EASTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Two  angUng  friends  of  mine  the 
other  day  approached  me  lelative  to  the  resources 
of  Switzerland — which  they  purpose  visiting  at 
Easter — as  a  venue  for  river  fishing  for  trout. 
Would  my  esteemed  critic  "Benwyan"  kindly 
send  me  a  note  thereon  through  your  columns,  my 
angling  peregrinations  not  yet  having  extended  so 
far  as  Switzerland. — Yours  truly.     Brown  Owl. 

[I  am  afraid  that  trout  fishing  in  Switzerland  is 
poor  at  the  b?st,  and  that  Easter  is  not  a  good 
time  on  account  of  melting  glacier  water;  but  I 
feel  sure  "Benwyan"  will  respond  with  his  usual 
wiUingness  to  help  an  angler, — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  ov«r.) 
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Hew  N?? 
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OuD  N?: 

■  17  IG  15        13    n     n      10       9         8  7  G  5 

"  Pennell- Limerick  "  Bend  with  Up-turn  Shank. 
(Patent,  U,S,A.) 


Same  Bend  in  Larger  Sizes;  the  Wire  of  the  Loop 
"Returned"  (i,e..  Turned  down  so  as  to  lib  Flat  against 
Hook-Shank),  (Nos.  7  to  10  New  Scale  are  made  both  ways). 


OLD  Nos,    S7  IS  15   14.  J:!    f2     11     M  0         8  7 


New  Nos.  COO  00  0    1     2     3     4      S       C        7  Q  9  10 

Same  Bend  with  Plain  (Ordinary  Tapered)  Shank. 
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addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq 
trAZETTE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
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D6  in&dQ. 
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To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual  ' 
subscription,  including  postage    . .       . .  12#. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    f7    7  n 

Half  Page     ..       ..  s  is  n 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page        ..                "  220 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page               "'  150 

Small  advertisements  5».  per  inch  of  single  colniim  (4  cols,  to 
p&ge). 

.riHii,«»T?!.™fl°**'?°'  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
Hote'F'etteri'fne^rndon""""' 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays,  the  Fishinq 
GazMe  -will  be  published  on  Thursday  mornin<r 
April  20  (instead  of  on  Friday  as  usual).  -Ul 
communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
\ssae  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
by  first  post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  I9' 

To  ensure  insertion,  advertisements  should  arrive 
not  later  than  Tuesday,  April  18. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

The  New  Norwegian  Salmon  Law— Bad  News. 

I  REGRET  to  see  from  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Edward  Sturdv  that  the  new  Norwegian  salmon 
law  will  not  do  the  good  that  was  anticipated  in 
some  quarters:  — 

"  Dh-AR  Mr.  Marston,— If  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed of  two  provisions  of  the  new  Norwegian 
salmon  law,  disappointment  seems  awaiting  those 
who  expected  that  the  measure  would  do  some- 
thing to  Jimit  the  excessive  netting. 

"  Both  the.e  clauses  apply  to  the  weekly  close  time 
of  three  days.  The  most  hurtful  is  one  giving  the 
provincial  parliaments  power  to  recommend  that 
dispen-sations  from  the  observance  of  this  clo=e 
time  shall  be  given  when  it  is  considered  desirable 
Already  one  correspondent  writes  me  there  are 
heaps  of  applications,  the  applicants  askmg  that 
the  close  time  for  themselves  should  be  only  thirtv- 
six  hours. 

"The  other  provision  is  that  in  the  case  of 
provinces,  m  which  the  present  close  time  is  less 
than  three  days,  the  new  regulation  shall  not  come 
mto  operation  till  two  years  after  the  Act  shall 
receive  the  royal  assent.  This  will  deprive  the 
whole  south  of  Norway-up  to  and  including 
the  province  of  Bergen-of  any  present,  and  not 
improbably  of  any  future,  benefit  from  the  Act 

"It  IS  difficult  to  believe  that  the  Stortbmg 
should  have  so  far  rendered  the  weekly  close  time 
regulation  valueless  by  applying  it  only  where  it  is 
vol  needed,  but  my  experience  of  previous  beneficial 
Clauses  m  salmon  laws  having  been  postponed  out 
of  existence  makes  me  fear  that  a  like  fate  awaits 
this  regulation. 

t/'^l*/®'^  illusion,  I  have  come 

sorrowfully  back  to  the  opinion  you  have  more 
man  once  allowed  me  to  express  in  your  columns 


that  salmon  fishing  in  Norway  will  be  very  much 
worse  before  it  is  any  better,  and  that  nothing  but 
the  experience  that  the  stock  of  fish  had°bcen 
reduced  till  the  catch  did  not  pay  the  labour  would 
bring^  about  legislation  that  was  really  protective. 

"  From  my  district  is  reported  an  early  spring. 
With  little  snow  left  on  the  lower  hills.  This  points 
to  the  expediency  of  getting  out  rather  sooner 
than  usual.  In  rivers  moderately  early  the  only 
certainty  of  sport  is  at  the  beginning.— Yours 
s'Dcerely,  '•  Edm'ard  Sturdy. 

April  3." 

"P.S.,  April  4.— My  worst  forebodings  are  con- 
hrmed.  A  wire  received  from  Christiania  since  I 
wrote  the  above  tells  me  that  the  clause  ordaming 
a  weekly  close  time  of  three  days  comes  not  into 
operation  for  two  years  in  provinces  in  which  the 
close  time  is  now  shorter.— Yours  despondingly, 

J'E.  S, 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

The  chief  busine,?s  done  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  was  to  thank  the  outgoing 
president,  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  for  the  admirable 
manner  m  which  he  had  filled  out  his  year  of  office, 
and  to  elect  a  new  president.  The  selection  of  the 
committee  was  unanimously  supported  by  the 
meeting,  and  everyone  who  knows  genial  "  Sarcelle  " 
Mr.  0.  A.  Pay  ton,  British  Consul  at  Calais,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  contributors  to  the  Field  and  Fishing 
Gazette,  will  congratulate  the  club  on  getting  him 
for  president.  A  more  enthusiastic  angler  I  never 
met— when  he  cannot  get  the  best  of  fishing  then 
the  next  best  is  good  enough,  even  if  it  comes  to 
hshmg  for  herrmgs  off  Calais  Pier.  Another  very 
interesting  event  in  the  history  of  the  club  was  the 
unanimous  election  of  a  charming  and  very  clever 
French  angler,  M.  Louis  Bougie,  on  the  committee 
which  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  the  entente  cordiale 
between  England  and  France.  Every  little  helps 
in  that  way,  and  it  really  is  not  a  little  for  a  club 
like  the  Fly  Fishers  to  introduce  a  French  angler 
mto  its  piscatorial  sanctum  sanctorum. 

H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
H.R.H.  the  Prmce  of  Wales  has  graciously 
accepted  a  copy  of  the  new  edition,  which  has 
just  been  published  at  the  Fishing  Gazette  Office 
of  MoClelland's  "  Trout  Fly-Tying."  H.R.H.  gets 
the  Fishing  Gazette  every  week.  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  from  Sir  Arthur  Bigge  that  the  Prince  is 
going  on  all  right  after  his  recent  operation. 

"Salmon  Passing  the  Grilse  Stage  in  the  Sea." 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  writes :  

"Dear  Sir,— On  reference  I  find  that  when  I 
said  I  stated  the  facts  in  this  matter  '  twenty— or 
perhaps  thirty— years  ago,'  I  understated  the  date. 
The  first  publication  of  them  I  can  lay  my  hand 
on  at  this  moment  occurs  in  the  'Angler- Naturalist' 
(published  by  Van  Voorst)  in  July,  1863,  under  the 
heading  of  'Proved  Facts  in  the  History  of  the 
Salmon.'  Under  this  heading  I  say  (o  242 
fact  10):—  ' 
"  '  It  appears  certain,  however,  that  smolts  do  not 
always  return  durmg  the  same  year  as  grilse,  but 
frequently  remain  nine  or  ten  months  in  the  sea, 
returning  in  the  following  spring  as  small-sized 
salmon.' 

"  Whether  the  publication  of  this  in  the  Times 
was  previous  or  subsequent  to  the  publication  of 
the  '  Angler-Naturalist '  I  am  not  sure,  but  it  is 
immaterial :  in  any  case  the  publication  was  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  .  .  .  Evidently,  from  the 
title  of  the  '  heading '  to  this  statement,  /,  at  any 
rate,  had  no  doubt  whatever  on  the  subject  at  the 
time  of  writing.— Yours  faithfully, 

"H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell." 


Those  Blessed  "  Spring  Sea-Trout "  Again. 

A  correspondent  writes  :— 

"  I  see  that  still  '  heavy  bags '  are  made  of 
•spring  sea-trout.'  How  many  of  these  are  sea- 
grown  grilse  ?  and  what  proportion  •  jist  bit  kelts '? 
I  wunner  muckle  and  marvel  more." 

I  do  not  wonder  at  all,  I  am  pretty  sure  they 
are  one  hundred  per  cent,  kelts.  But  while  Scottish 
laws  permit  them  to  be  taken  I  cannot  prevent 
it.  Some  people  prefer  kelts  just  as  some  people 
prefer  musty  eggs— I  cannot  help  it. 

The  Madison  Square  Tournament 

Dear  Marston,— I  have  been  at  the  pains  to 
analyse  the  events  advertised  in  this  tournament, 
and  I  find  there  are  twenty-two  fly-casting  events 
out  of  twenty-eight  events  in  all,  and  of  these  one 
IS  for  casting  under  a  forward  obstacle  and  three 
are  for  accuracy;  one  is  a  double-handed  event, 
salmon  casting  for  distance.  The  remaining  events 
are  three  black  bass  fly-casting  events  for  distance 
only,  and  fourteen  trout  fly-casting  events  for 
distance  only.  Deducting  three  of  these  events 
which  are  for  switch  casting,  we  still  have  the 
enormous  proportion  of  fourteen  out  of  twenty-one 
single-handed  rod  events  in  which,  m  order  to  win, 
the  competitors  must  employ  the  steeple  cast.  Now 
in  all  kindness  I  would  ask  our  American  cousins, 
is  this  a  reasonable  proportion  ?  How  often  in  a 
week  of  actual  fishing  does  one  find  it  necessary  to 
cast  with  the  arm  at  full  length  above  the  head  ? 
Once  or  twice  perhaps.  A  rule  that  the  hand 
should  not  be  raised  above  the  head,  except  where 
expressly  permitted,  would  get  rid  of  this  absurd 
preponderance  of  the  steeple  cast,  and  would  serve 
to  educate  anglers  in  the  far  cleaner  styles  of  cast- 
ing with  elbow  close  to  hip.— Yours  truly, 

"  Val  Conson." 


Mr.  T.  E.  Batten. 

It  was  with  much  regret,  which  will  be  shared  by 
all  who  met  bun  when  in  England,  that  I  saw  from 
Forest  and  Stream  that  continued  ill-health  has 
made  it  necessary  for  Mr.  T.  E.  Batten  to  rehnquish 
his  connection  with  Forest  and  Stream.  Mr.  Batten's 
many  friends,  both  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated  in  business  cu-cles  and  those  who  have 
shared  his  contagious  enthusiasm  in  the  sports  of 
the  field,  will  learn  with  extreme  regret  that  he  has 
been  obliged  to  take  this  step,  and  wiU  indulge  a  hope 
for  bis  speedy  and  complete  restoration  to  health. 
Mr.  Batten  met  with  a  severe  tramway  accident 
last  spring,  and  has  never  been  really  well  since. 


Fishing  in  the  Enz  at  Wildbad. 

The  following  are  the  regulations  which  have 
been  adopted  by  the  authorities  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
They  are  printed  in  English,  French,  and  German, 
and  should  prove  very  useful. 

Regulations. 

1.  Fishing  allowed  with  artificial  flies  only. 
Bait  (lure)  of  any  other  kind  whatever  is  strictly 
prohibited. 

2.  Fish  caught  up  the  river  on  the  reach  of 
water  from  the  upper  end  of  the  fishing  ground 
down  to  Rosenau  measuring  less  than  25  centi- 
metres in  length,  and  fish  caught  in  the  stretch  of 
water  below  Rosenau  to  the  Eyach  under  30  centi- 
metres m  length,  must  be  returned  immediately  to 
the  river  alive. 

3.  Anglers  are  allowed  to  retain  all  fish  caught 
under  these  conditions,  but  the  sale  of  same  is 
prohibited,  unless  the  proceeds  are  applied  to  some 
charity  in  Wildbad. 

4.  Anglers  are  restricted  to  a  take  of  twelve  fish 
per  day.* 

5.  No  fishing  allowed  after  p.m. 

6.  Anglers  have  permission  to  enter  the  private 
grounds  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  canals  for 
the  purpose  of  fishmg  only.  (Entrance  into  factory 
grounds  is  prohibited. ) 

7.  The  infringement  of  any  of  these  regulations 
will  result  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  licence. 

Fishing  Licence. 
^Ir-  has  by  payment  of  M. 

acquu-ed  the  right  to  fish  with  rod  and  line,  under 
the  regulations  mentioned,  in  the  big  Enz  from 
Dieterswasen  near  Enzklosterle  (notice  board)  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Eyach  below  Hofen. 
From  until 
This  licence  must  be  shown  on  demand. 
Under  no  cnrcumstances  will  the  amount  paid  for 
this  licence  be  refunded. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Coggeshall  that  the  Hotel 
Russie  is  a  capital  one  to  stay  at,  very  moderate, 
and  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

The  Dorsetshire  Frome. 
The  Dorsetshire  Frome  gave  Captain  Radclyff, 
on  March  25,  two  fish  to  fly  of  weights  281b.  and 
32lb.     The  lengths   he  gives,   41in.   and  43in. 

*  We  presume  this  means  twelve  fish  only  may 
be  retained  ;  it  does  not  mean  that  only  twelve 
may  be  hooked,  though  the  German  text  says  not 
more  than  twelve  may  be  caught. — Ed.  Fishing 
Gazette.  ^ 
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respectively,  show  they  were  in  very  pretty  con- 
dition, though  IJlb.  and  21b.  less  than  the  Fishing 
Gazette  scale— that  is,  5  and  6  per  cent,  under.  A 
week  later  an  18-pounder  was  got  there  by  another 
angler,  but  the  length  was  not  taken. 

Poaching  Anglers  in  the  Border  District. 

A  correspondent  writing  from  his  own  experience 
of  Border  streams  says  in  a  letter  to  me: — "When 
I  was  fishing  il  came  across  many  natives  fishing 
salmon  roe.  Very  often  in  conversation  with  old 
standards  (on  any  river)  you  will  hear  the  remark, 
'  Aye,  there  are  not  half  as  many  trout  as  there 
were  twenty-five  years  ago.'  And  I  believe  it.  I 
also  firmly  believe  that  unless  severe  preventive 
measures  are  taken  in  another  twenty-five  years 
there  will  be  few  open  waters  worth  going  to, 
so  ruthlessly  is  netting  and  roe  fishing  carried  out. 
You  see  signs  of  this  frequently  in  your  paper.  On 
Tweed  there  are  any  amount  of  lazy  rascals  who 
make  a  profession  of  fishing— one  told  me  last  week 
that  he  could  make  as  much  by  a  day's  fishing  as  a 
week's  working."  R.  B.  Marston. 


THAMES  TROUT  FISHING. 


Anglers  had  very  poor  sport  up  the  Thames 
during  the  greater  portion  of  the  last  coarse  fishing 
season,  and  should  now  take  advantage  of  the 
present  splendid  condition  of  the  river  to  try 
conclusions  with  one  of  those  tine  trout.  The  trout 
fishing  season,  which  opened  on  April  1,  promises 
to  be  a  successful  one.  The  stock  of  trout  in  the 
river  has  been  considerably  increased  in  recent 
years,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Lower  Thames 
Trout  Restockmg  Association,  which  has  established 
local  districts  at  Hampton  Court,  Shepperton, 
Chertsey,  and  Staines,  while  kindred  organisations 
at  Maidenhead,  Great  Marlow,  Henley,  Reading, 
and  Abingdon  have  been  turning  in  hundreds  of 
fish  each  year  for  some  time  past.  So  to-day 
there  is  a  better  stock  of  trout  in  the  Thames  than 
ever  before,  and  they  should  yield  good  sport  for 
all  classes. 

Though  the  monsters  of  years  gone  by — trout  of 
101b.  or  121b.  in  weight — are  few  and  far  between, 
a  fish  of  about  half  that  weight  would  be  a  fair 
average.  The  river  still  holds  a  good  number  of 
the  real  old  Thames  trout,  but  in  addition  many 
varieties  of  trout  have  been  introduced,  including 
Loch  Levens,  Wycombe,  Kennet  trout,  and  fish 
bred  in  the  Hampshire  chalk  streams,  and  last,  but 
by  no  means  least,  the  American  rainbow  trout, 
Salmo  irideus,  now  held  in  high  esteem  on  account 
of  its  sporting  qualities  and  excellence  on  the  table. 
Some  hundreds  of  the  new  trout  were  placed  in  the 
Thames  three  or  four  years  ago,  but  so  far  no 
mature  fish  of  that  variety  have  been  caught,  and 
it  is  feared  they  have  disappeared,  as  it  is  known 
that  at  a  certain  period  of  the  season  the  rainbow 
has  a  tendency  to  migrate  to  the  sea  when  food 
supply  is  scanty. 

April  and  May  are  usually  the  best  months,  and 
it  is  during  this  period  that  a  large  number  of 
Thames  trout  will  be  killed.  But  sport  with  these 
fine  fish  largely  depends  on  favourable  conditions. 
The  angler,  if  in  the  open  water,  will  do  well  to  fish 
his  bait  close  to  the  surface,  where  bleak  can  be 
seen  leaping  after  the  gnats  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  weather  is  cold  and  inclement,  the  bait  should 
be  worked  rather  deeply,  as  in  that  case  the  trout 
will  be  keeping  near  the  bottom.  Later  on  in  the 
season,  when  the  boat  and  steam-launch  traffic 
begins  to  disturb  the  river,  many  trout  will  work 
up  into  the  weLr-pools  to  feed  on  minnows  and 
other  small  fry.  The  most  noted  fishing  grounds 
for  trout  fishing  may  be  mentioned,  and  include 
Hampton  Court,  Shepperton,  Penton  Hook,  Chert- 
sey, Old  Windsor,  Great  Marlow,  Henley,  and 
Pangbourne,  and  many  large  fish  are  known  to 
have  their  haunts  in  these  waters. 

The  trout  of  the  Thames  are  generally  taken  on 
live  bait  and  spinning  tackle,  but  the  latter  is  the 
more  artistic  way  of  taking  them.  In  most 
instances,  however,  the  big  fish  are  caught  by  live- 
baiting  with  a  sUvery  bleak  or  small  gudgeon,  while 
in  hot  weather  a  minnow  is  a  killuig  lure.  The 
capture  of  a  Thames  trout  is  no  easy  task,  but 
good  fortune  is  almost  sure  to  be  the  reward  to  the 
angler  who  is  constant.  No  fish  in  the  river  taxes 
the  angler's  patience  so  much  or  requires  more 
skiU  to  take,  for  your  trout  has  to  be  stalked 
beforehand,  his  feeding-ground  and  meal  times 
carefully  observed. 


A  rod  for  Thames  trout  fishing  should  be  built  of 
cane  and  greenheart,  and  must  not  be  too  whippy. 
It  should  have  power  and  "  give,"  as  the  trout  is  a 
big  fighter,  so  much  so  that  when  making  its  first 
mad  rush  tears  yard  after  yard  off  the  reel  without 
a  second's  warning,  in  its  frantic  efforts  to  dash  for 
some  submerged  pile  or  snag.  A  good  winch  with 
at  least  100  yards  of  strong  silk  line  are  also  recom- 
mended for  that  style  of  fishing.  Fine  tackle, 
combined  with  strength,  is  an  essential  to  success. 

Fly  fishing  up  the  Thames  promises  this  season  to 
be  more  indulged  in  than  hitherto,  in  consequence 
of  the  many  small  trout  which  have  been  turned 
into  the  river,  and  as  there  are  nice  fish  now  from 
21b.  to  31b.  in  weight,  they  should  be  worth  the 
fly  fisherman's  attention.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  fly  fishers  the  size 
might  be  lowered  to  12in.  or  14in.  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  stock  of  trout  in  the  river  has  been 
largely  increased,  but  at  present  a  trout  must  be 
16in.  in  length  of  a  takeable  size. 

It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  worm- 
fishing  is  not  allowed  at  all,  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy bye-laws  stating  that  only  an  artificial 
fly,  or  spinning,  or  live-bait  may  be  used.  The 
Thames,  except  a  few  weir-pools  in  the  upper 
reaches,  is  practically  free  to  all  anglers,  and  it  is 
only  fair  trout  anglers  should  support  the  restocking 
associations  which  try  to  maintain  a  good  stock  of 
fish  in  the  river.  Nearly  all  the  weirs  are  easily 
fished  by  the  means  of  a  ticket,  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Conservators  at  a  charge  of  10s.  per 
annum.  The  season  will  remain  open  until 
Sept.  10. 

If  salmon  were  now  in  the  Thames  they  should 
be  fished  for,  April  1  being  the  opening  day  for  the 
capture  of  the  king  of  fish  according  to  the  Con- 
servancy bye-laws ;  but  so  far  no  salmon  has 
returned  from  the  sea  to  the  river.        H.  G.  H. 


THE  TWEED  AND  TEIBUTARIES. 


WHERE  GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 
MAY  BE  HAD. 


Lately,  I  have  often  noticed  in  these  columns 
correspondents  inquiring  about  trout  fishing.  I 
have  just  returned  from  a  week's  angling  on  Tweed, 
and  perhaps  may  be  able  to  give  some  helpful 
information. 

I  centred  at  Sprouston,  about  two  miles  down 
Tweed  from  Kelso,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  staymg 
with  Mr.  George  Wright,  who,  with  his  brother 
John,  carries  on  the  fly  dressing  business  of  the  late 
James  Wright.  The  river  is  free  for  about  four 
miles  at  Sprouston,  and  affords  as  good  trout  and 
sea-trout  fishing  as  can  be  had  on  any  open -water. 
This,  I  think,  is  owing  a  good  deal  to  the  water 
above  and  below  being  strictly  preserved.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  upper  part  by  Floors  water,  on  the 
lower  by  Bergem,  both  famous  for  salmon  and 
trout.  Although  I  had  nothing  to  crack  of  during 
my  visit  (it  was  one  of  those  off  weeks),  yet  I  had 
nothing,  to  grumble  about.  There  are  sea  and 
yellow  trout  in  plenty,  but  the  end  of  March  is  too 
early,  sport  is  then  uncertain,  and  the  trout  are  not 
in  condition,  giving  but  poor  sport.  From  the 
middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  May  is  the  pick  of  the 
season — they  have  then  worked  up  into  the  streams 
and  are  getting  into  fine  condition. 

Sprouston  is  situated  right  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tweed,  and  five  minutes  from  station  The  Eden, 
a  small  tributary,  can  be  reached  on  foot  in  half 
an  hour,  and  the  Kale  and  Beaumont  are  each 
about  seven  miles  distant ;  these  are  all  fine  trout 
streams  and  free.  Any  intenduig  visitor  would  be 
all  the  better  by  bringing  a  bicycle  (if  able  to  ride), 
which  would  be  very  handy  to  reach  last- mentioned 
streams.  And  there  is  the  Whitadder :  it  delivers 
into  the  Tweed  a  little  above  Berwick,  and  is  a 
splendid  trout  stream.  But  Sprouston  would  not 
do  to  fish  it  from. 

Hutten  or  Chirnside,  a  few  miles  out  of  Berwick, 
would  be  much  better  as  a  centre.  I  need  not  give 
any  directions  as  to  route,  as  both  Kelso  and  the 
Border  town  are  well  known.  I  might  just  say 
that  leaving  London  at  11.30  p.m.  you  would 
reach  Berwick  at  8.30,  and  Sprouston  or  Kelso  at 
9.30  a.m.  next  morning. 

Living  is  most  reasonable,  private  accommo- 
dation can  be  had  at  not  exceeding  SOs.  per  week 
at  Sprouston ;  and  at  Hutten  and  Chirnside  there 
are  village  inns.  I  do  not  know  the  terms  here ; 
but  you  might  say  £2  at  the  outside. 


The  Border  people  are  most  kindly,  the  fishing 
good,  the  scenery  beautiful;  what  more  can  any 
reasonable  being  want  ? 

The  standard  spring  flies  for  the  waters  I  have 
mentioned  are  the  March  Brown,  Greenwell's  Glory, 
Brown  Drake,  Blue  Dun,  Digby  Cayley,  Partridge 
Spider,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Woodcock  and 
Hare's  Ear.  I  think  it  quite  unnecessary  to  further 
extend  the  list — if  you  cannot  kill  with  the  above  I 
don't  think  you  will  with  anything. 

The  rod  for  Tweed  should  be  13ft.  or  14ft.  long, 
as  the  river  is  wide,  and  at  times  you  need  to  throw 
a  long  line  to  reach  rising  fish  ;  but  for  the  other 
streams  lift,  is  quite  long  enough.  I  have  adopted 
a  modification  of  the  "  Bickerdyke  "  rod,  and  had 
a  14ft.  one  built  with  an  extra  short  butt,  providing 
a  10ft.  9in.  rod.  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark,  has 
made  it  for  me :  he  terms  it  his  "  Combination  "  rod, 
and  a  splendid  weapon  it  is,  at  both  lengths.  This 
saves  carrying  two,  and  you  are  equipped  for  almost 
anything.  Both  minnow,  worm,  and  any  kind  of 
legal  fishing  can  be  practised  in  the  waters  I  have 
been  talking  about,  and  if  what  I  have  written  is 
useful  to  any  inquirer  I  shall  be  amply  compensated 
for  the  trouble  of  writing  it.  North  Wind. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PEESERVA- 
TION  SOCIETY. 

Office  (fro  tern.),  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride 
LANE,  Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 


Notice  to  Thames  Trout  Fishers. 
The  present  stock  of  trout  in  the  Thames  is 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  efforts  of  preservation 
societies,  which  have  turned  in  large  numbers  of 
fish  at  a  very  great  expense.  The  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  has  recently  assisted  in  found- 
mg  trout  restocking  societies  at  Staines,  Chertsey, 
Weybridge,  Sunbury,  and  Molesey.  and  sportsmen 
in  their  own  interest  are  earnestly  requested  to 
assist  the  efforts  which  are  being  made,  not  only 
with  their  subscriptions,  but  also  by  observing  the 
following  Trout  Preservation  Regulations,  made  by 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  the  breach  of  which 
renders  offenders  liable  to  a  fine  of  £5,  with  im- 
prisonment in  default  of  payment. 

1.  Trout  must  not  be  fished  for  between  Sept.  11 
and  March  31,  both  days  inclusive,  and  any  trout 
accidentally  taken  between  those  dates  must  be 
returned  to  the  water. 

2.  Between  April  1  and  June  16  (when  the 
season  for  coarse  fish  opens),  the  only  baits  which 
may  lawfully  be  used  for  trout  are  artificial  flies 
and  spinning  and  live  bait.  Worms  may  not  be 
used  between  those  dates. 

3.  Trout  caught  of  less  length  than  16in.,  "from 
snout  to  tip  of  tail,"  must  be  returned  to  the 
water,  uninjured. 

4.  No  angler  may  use  more  than  one  rod  when 
fishing  from  a  weir,  or  Jmore  than  two  rods  when 
fishing  elsewhere.  No  angler  may  foul-hook  trout, 
or  lay  any  night-line,  whether  attached  to  rod  or 
otherwise. 

5.  Trailing  for  trout  (or  other  fish)  is  strictly 
prohibited.  The  by-law  prohibits  trailing  with  any 
kind  of  bait,  and  the  practice  is  equally  illegal 
whether  the  bait  is  dead  or  alive,  and  whether  the 
boat  or  punt  is  worked  up,  down,  or  across  the 
stream.  This  has  been  the  subject  of  a  legal 
decision,  and  the  regulations  will  be  strictly  en- 
forced in  future.  A  reward  will  be  paid  by  the 
society  to  any  person  furnishing  such  evidence  as 
leads  to  a  conviction, 

6.  Copies  of  the  Fishery  By-laws  and  other 
information  concerning  Thames  angling  can  be 
obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society;  or  its  principal 
keepers,  J.  V.  Eyre,  St.  Ann's  Villas,  St.  Ann's- 
road,  Chertsey,  Sui-rey,  and  H.  G,  Moffatt,  17, 
Royal-road,  Teddington,  Middlesex. 

Harry  L.  W.  Lawson,  M.P.,  President. 
Frank  Holme-Stjmner,  CO.,  Chairman. 
H.  Whitmore  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec.  and 
Hon.  Treasurer. 

March  31. 


EliaS  Buckler,  a  farmer  living  near  DelphoS, 
has  a  remarkably  luxuriant  growth  of  whiskers. 
Recently  while  working  ia  the  fields  a  swarm  of 
bees  came  along  and  settled  in  this  growth.  Mr. 
Buckler  sat  down  and  remained  quiet.  When  all 
the  bees  had  settled  in  his  beard  he  slowly  arose, 
walked  home,  and  with  the  assistance  oi  others 
hived  the  buzzers. — Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
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ME.  CUMMINS'  NEW  CATALOGUE, 


Mr.  Cummins  is  an  angler  and  artist  as  well  as 
a  very  "up-to-date"  fishing  tackle  maker.  His 
new  catalogue  contains  some  reproductions  of  attrac- 
tive sketches  by  him  of  scenes  on  those  lovely  rivers 
the  Whitadder  and  the  Wear.  Then  the  Eden 
gives  us  a  view  from  a  photograph  by  Mi-.  W.  L. 
Chimmins.    Among  novelties  in  this  very  compre- 


Mr.  Cummins  also  makes  a  very  good  Greenheart 
or  Split-Cane  Salmon  Spinning  or  Prawning  Rod. 

The  "  H.  G.  R."  Sling  and  Ring  for  carrying  a 
landing-net  is  fully  described  on  p.  67.  You  find  a 
safety-pin  at  one  end  of  the  sling,  and  this  "is 
fastened  right  through  the  coat  and  lining  on  a 
level  with  the  left  shoulder  "—the  handle  of  the 
net  is  then  put  through  the  ring,  and  it  follows  you 
about  like  a  dog  on  a  string,  only  it  cannot  get 
between  your  legs  (if  the  handle  is  long)  and  trip 


Cummins'  Cast  Case. 


The  "Coast"  Tackle  Case. 
1^^ 


Pigskin  Case. 


The  "Field"  Salmon  Fly  and  Cast  Book. 


The  "H.G.R."  Net  Careieb. 


>  'imp 

ra 

— '  

Travelling  Salmon  Tackle  Cases. 


Cummins'  Improved 
Steelyards. 


hensive  and  finely  illustrated  catalogue  may  be 
briefly  noted  the  following : — 

The  Cummins'  Worm  Fishing  Rod,  specially 
made  for  up-stream,  clear-water  worm  fishing  for 
trout,  made  in  three  sizes,  12ft.,  13ft.,  and  14ft., 
and  in  three  joints — namely,  cane  butt,  hickory 
centre,  with  two  cane-tipped  greenheart  tops,  and 
the  latest  fittings. 

The  "Phillips"  Split-Cane  Salmon  Rod  (steel 
centre),  also  made  in  three  sizes,  16ft.,  17ft.,  and 
1 8ft.,  in  three  joints,  very  closely  whipped  throughout. 


you  up,  and  yet  the  net  is  always  just  in  reach  of 
the  left  hand.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  good  idea 
where  a  net  with  a  long  handle  is  requu-ed  as  is 
often  the  case,  especially  in  wading  dangerous  rivers. 

The  Gummins'  Cast  Case  is  one  of  the  best  and 
cheapest  on  the  market :  in  addition  to  a  good  supply 
of  casts  it  has  sixteen  pockets  for  loose  flies,  two 
leather  pockets,  places  for  scissors,  etc. 

The  Pigskin  Pocket  Dry  Fly  Case  holds  nine 
dozen  eyed  flies  on  clips,  and  is  admirable  in  every 
way,  especially  as  excluding  moth— if  anything  will 


do  so— for  ifseema  to  me  they  cannot  squeeze 
themselves  in'between  two  flat  metal  surfaces ! 

The  "Field'"  Salmon  Fly  and  Cast  Book  is  also 
very  good,  but  in  it  the  moth  can  get  in  us  in  the 
old-fashioned  fly  book,  which  is  a  perfect  breeding 
ground  for  the  pests. 

The  Cummins'  Salmon  Fly  Cabinet,  described  on 
p.  171,  was  designed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  and 
is  a  good  idea  well  carried  out.  His  Travelling 
Salmon  Tackle  Case  is  interesting  to  me,  because 
only  recently  I  had  one  made  something  on  the 
same  lines  to  hold  two  reels,  flies,  spinning-baits, 
gaff,  gag,  etc.  ;  whereas  if  1  had  seen  Mi'.  C.'s  I 
should  not  perhaps  have  troubled  to  do  so.  The 
"Spey"  Brogue  has  a  loose  dog  -  collar  -  like 
strap  which  passes  through  the  loop  on  top  of 
heel  and  goes  round  the  foot.  Cummins'  Improved 
Steelyard  is  fitted  with  an  oval  handle  ring  instead 
of  the  usual  small  ring  ;  it  weighs  up  to  601b.  Mr. 
C.'s  "Coast-'  Tackle  Case  is  a  very  good,  cheap 
affair  made  in  solid  leather,  with  expanding  water- 
proof pockets,  and  will  hold  a  great  lot  of  general 
sea  tackle;  size,  llin.  by  4Jin. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  new  things  in  this 
capital  catalogue,  "every  article  in  which  is 
always  kept  in  stock  ready  for  immediate  despatch." 
I  have  used  his  flies,  rods,  etc.,  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  do  not  remember  being  disappointed  in 
anything.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  FLY  FISHEES'  CLUB. 


The  amiual  general  meeting  of  this  club  was  held 
at  8,  Haymarket,  on  March  30,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  retiring  president,  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie. 
The  annual  report  presented  by  the  committee  shows 
that  the  club  continues  to  prosper,  the  number  of 
members  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  1904  exceeding 
400.  The  regret  of  the  club  at  the  death  of  Mr.  E. 
WilUamson,  Captain  E.  E.  McBride,  and  the  Rev. 
H.  S.  Marriott  was  voiced  by  the  committee  in  the 
report.  A  list  of  gifts  made  to  the  club  during  the 
year  was  given.  It  included  a  good  many  books, 
two  oil  paintings  of  fishing  scenes  on  the  Wye, 
painted  and  presented  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Graham  Clarke, 
a  mounted  specimen  otter  in  case,  specimens  of 
American  black  bass  flies,  a  Japanese  salmon  fly,  and 
a  glass  case  containing  the  nest  of  a  reed  warbler, 
of  which  one  of  the  component  parts  was  a  gut  cast 
with  a  May  Fly  attached  to  it,  respectively  presented 
by  Messrs.  W.  Edmonds,  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  T.  Went- 
worth  Falconer,  and  Arthur  Batchelor.  The  report 
and  balance-sheet  were  adopted.  For  the  office  of 
president  during  the  coming  year  Mr.  G.  A.  Payton 
was  elected.  The  honorary  officers — Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  hon.  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris. 
hon.  librarian — were  unanimously  re-elected.  Colonel 
Jeans,  Mr.  W.  Milner  Ratclifl'e,  and  M.  Louis  Bougie 
were  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  on  committee. 
Messrs.  Cracroft  and  White  were  elected  as  hon. 
auditors.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Mackie  for  his 
services  to  the  club  as  president  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Kent,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues, 
and  carried  with  enthusiasm.  Votes  of  thanks  were 
also  given  to  the  other  officers  of  the  club.  As 
notice  had  been  given  that  the  promoters  of  the 
scheme  of  standard  rules  for  fly-casting  had  decided 
to  withdraw  their  proposition  this  matter  did  not 
come  up  for  discussion.  Some  business,  however, 
was  transacted  relating  to  the  status  and  privilege3 
of  hon.  members. — Field. 


THE  CAEISBEOOKE  FISHING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association  have  a  few 
rods  to  let  for  the  season  on  their  water,  near 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  which  consists  of  several 
good-sized  ponds,  well  stocked  with  brown  and 
rainbow  trout.  The  fish  are  free  risers  to  wet  or 
dry  fly,  and  run  to  well  over  2ib.  Last  season 
over  500  fish  were  caught,  the  average  per  rod  per 
visit  being  just  over  a  brace.  Only  season  tickets 
are  issued.  Prospects  are  good  for  the  present 
season,  as  the  brown  trout  are  already  in  good 
condition  and  rising  well  to  the  fly.  The  rainbows 
cannot  be  taken  before  June.  Further  particulars 
can  be  had  from  the  secretary,  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association,  Hazlewood,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


Herrings  are  valued  at  £G  per  ton  first  cost, 
haddock  at  £8,  sole  at  £106,  and  s  ilmon  at  £ll.\ 
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PKEE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING 
ON  THE  KENNET. 

(Continiced  from  page  225.) 

The  reader  will  remember  that  in  my  first  article 
I  took  him  from  the  Kemiet's  Mouth  upstream  as 
far  as  a  splendid  trouting  pool  in  the  borough  of 
Reading,  at  what  is  known  as  "  County  Lock."  In 
this  number  it  is  my  purpose  to  act  as  guide  to 
Brother  Piscator — still  upstream — from  that  spot 
as  far  as  Burghfield  Bridge  ;  and  then,  skipping 
some  miles  o^  strictly  preserved  water,  to  say  a  few 
words  about  the  Gresham  Society's  water  at  Theale. 

From  County  Lock,  for  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  there  is  no  need  for  a  plan,  the  channel  being 
practically  straight.  Fair  sport  can  be  obtained  at 
several  spots  along  this  stretch,  from  the  towing- 
path,  and  particularly  about  Rose  Kiln.  Just 
above  Rose  Kiln,  on  the  opposite  side,  a  drainage 
cut  known  as  the  Foudry  Ditch  joins  the  river. 
At  this  confluence  of  waters  those  who  use  a  boat 
\\dll  find  splendid  sport  among  the  roach,  and  it  is 
also  a  sure  find  for  pike  when  the  conditions  are 
propitious.  From  here,  turning  rather  sharply  to 
the  westward,  the  channel  continues  its  simple, 
navigable  course  for  another  half-mile  or  so,  until 
we  reach  Fobney  Lock,  the  point  at  which  my 
second  diagram  begins,  and  where  the  wonderfully 
sinuous  course  ©f  the  old  river  first  becomes  apparent. 
From  here  to  Burghfield  Bridge  (about  a  mile  and 
a  half  further  up)  the  tortuous  ways  of  the  old  river 
become  more  and  more  remarkable,  as  will  be  seen 
clearly  from  my  plan. 

Fobney  Lock  (1  on  plan)  is  controlled  by  the 
waterworks  committee  of  the  Reading  Corporation, 
as  is  the  point  marked  4,  known  as  Southcote 
Waterworks,  and  from  these  two  stations  water  is 
pumped  by  a  splendid  series  of  turbines,  with 


auxiliary  steam  power,  to  high  level  reservoirs  from 
which  gravitation  supplies  not  only  the  great  biscuit 
town,  but  also  Caversham  and  other  bordering 
jjopulations  with  an  unsurpassed  supply  of  aqva 
■pura.  The  visitor  who  gains  an  entree  to  these 
works  (and  the  presentation  of  a  visiting  card  will 
no  doubt  suffice)  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  their 
perfection  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
intended  ;  while  waterworks  engineers  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  come  to  Reading  to  learn  from 
the  filtration  system,  into  which  polarite  largeljf 
(inters,  devised  by  the  lately  deceased  Reading 
engmeer  and  manager,  Mr.  Alex.  T.  Walker,  whose 
skill  has  saved  the  town  he  served  very  many 
thousands  of  pounds.  My  reader  may  say  :  "  But 
this  disquisition  is  not  fishuig  !  "  Nor  is  it  ;  but 
the  mention  of  Mr.  Walker's  name  brings  me  back 
at  once  to  the  subject,  as  it  is  only  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Waterworks'  chairman  or  manager 
that  leave  can  be  obtained  to  angle  in  the 
waters  at  Fobney  and  Southcote.  Big  trout, 
barbel,  perch,  and  chub  used  to  literally  swarm  at 
these  points  ;  but  the  pools  are  limited  in  size,  and 
a  vigilant  eye  has  to  be  kept  over  them  to  see  that 
they  are  not  again  depleted,  as  they  were  a  few 
years  ago,  by  over-fishing.  The  angler,  imbued 
with  a  sense  of  honour,  will  no  doubt  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  treat  in  the  same  spirit  the  grand 
pool  at  the  Weir  Mills  (No.  2),  which  always  seems 
to  hold  good  trout  and  perch,  and  the  very  appear- 
ance of  which  makes  one's  fingers  tremble  while 
putting  the  spmning-rod  together  ;  and  also  the 
lovely  little  Pen  Lock  Pool  (No.  5),  than  which  I 
don't  know  a  sweeter  bit  of  fishing  or  a  more 
picturesque.  Common-sense,  no  less  than  gentle- 
manly feeling,  suggests  that  such  waters  should  not 
become  the  prey  of  the  pot-hunter,  but  rather 
nursed  for  the  constant  recreation  of  the  "  gentle  " 
angler. 


As  to  the  dear  old  meandering  stream,  full  of 
gravelly  stickles,  full  of  artful  little  deep  corners 
into  which  the  "  sink  and  draw  "  minnow  or  a 
single-hook  paternoster  of  fine  gut  should  be  intro- 
duced, with  here  and  there  a  fairly  large  eddying 
pool  which  will  at  once  catch  the  eye  of  the  chub, 
barbel,  or  roach  fisher,  I  need  say  little.  The  water 
literally  seems  to  "  speak  "  to  those  who  know  how 
to  fish  fine  and  "  gingerly  "  ;  and  he  who  can  cast 
a  fly  or  spin  a  minnow  or  small  bait  of  any  kind, 
according  to  condition  of  Mater,  should  not  come 
away  with  an  empty  creel. 

I  pointed  out  in  my  first  article  that  none  of  this 
fishing — between  Thames  mouth  and  Burghfield 
Bridge — is  really  free  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of 
the  term.  But  I  have  never  found  the  gentlemanly 
angler  who  does  no  damage  questioned  or  interfered 
with.  Most  of  the  meadow  land  aroimd  the  old 
stream  is  devoted  to  grazing,  so  that  the  farmers  do 
not  mind  the  wandering  foot  of  an  amiable  tres- 
passer ;  and  if  objection  is  raised  here  or  there,  an 
apology  should  put  matters  right. 

Botanists  and  entomologists,  as  well  as  lovers  of 
bird  life — and  a  true  angler  should  be  all  three  as 
well  as  a  mere  slayer  of  fish — will  be  charmed  with 
this  section  of  the  Kennet.  Here,  again,  I  would 
appeal  to  the  botanist  not  to  carry  away  too  many 
specimens  of  the  uncommon  flora  with  which  he 
will  certainly  meet,  for  this  is,  rightly,  a  sore  point 
among  proprietors  who  wish  the  amenities  of  their 
fields  and  streams  preserved. 

■The  Gresham  Society's  Fishery  at  Theale. 

For  the  following  particulars  of  this  fishery  I  am 
indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
famous  Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldied. 
I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  that  gentleman's 
words,  merely  adding  that  from  a  long  acquaintance 
with  the  water  of  which  he  speaks,  I  can  personally 


vouch  for  the  modesty  with  which  he  refers  to  the 
sport  therein  to  be  had  : — 

"  In  April  last  the  society  rented  a  stretch  of 
water  on  the  Kennet,  known  as  the  Tyle  Mill 
Fishery,  which  consists  of  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  of  good  fishing  water,  and  includes  two  large 
mill  pools.  The  water  is  well  stocked,  holding  some 
fine  trout,  jack,  barbel,  chub,  and  exceptionally 
large  perch.  During  the  society's  occupation  it  has 
yielded  good  sport  to  its  members,  and  some  capital 
perch,  roach,  jack,  and  chub  have  been  taken.  The 
society's  standard  for  sizeable  fish  (considerably 
over  Thames  measurement)  is  very  high,  and  only 
fish  well  above  this  standard  have  been  retained. 
The  water  is  easily  reached  from  London,  as  Reading 
is  withm  an  hour  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  journey 
to  Theale  occupies  only  a  few  minutes.  Good 
accommodation,  within  five  minutes  of  the  water, 
is  to  be  had  at  Three  Kmgs  Jack's  Booth,  which  is 
the  hostelry  used  by  the  members  when  visitmg  the 
water.  The  Gresham  Angling  Society's  head- 
quarters are  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  E.C." 

In  my  third  and  concluding  article  of  this  series 
I  shall  deal  with  the  towns  of  Newbury  and  Hunger- 
ford  as  angling  resorts  well  worth  visiting. 

(To  he  continued.)  ^'  ^^ 


The  shark's  carsase  is  highly  valued  for  com- 
mercial purposes.  Thousands  of  sharks  are  annually 
rut  up  and  the  skins  dried  and  sold  at  from  12s.  to 
£1  4s.  each,  according  to  size.  The  drying  process 
makes  the  skins  as  hard  as  adamant,  and  as  smooth 
as  mother-of-pearl.  The  material  is  known  as 
"  shagreen,"  and  is  used  mostly  for  making  whip- 
handles  and  for  covering  instrument  cases.  It  is 
also  used  by  cabinet  makers  for  polishing  fine 
woods.  The  fins  are  made  into  a  glue  that  is  used 
very  extensively  by  silk  manufacturers!. 


AMERICAN  NOTES. 

^  We  are  always  interested  over  here  in  anything 
that  our  English  cousins  have  to  say  about  us  or 
our  methods.  I  was,  therefore,  quite  pleased  to 
find  "  Val  Conson's  "  reflections  on  the  subject  of 
American  trout  flies  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  17. 
Subsequently  some  further  criticism  has  appeared 
by  other  \vriters. 

I  fancy  that  these  angling  friends  of  the  "  Fast 
Anchored  Isles  "  scarcely  realise  how  varied  are  the 
methods  required  to  ensure  successful  i-esults  in  fly 
fishing  in  various  portions  of  the  vast  territory 
embraced  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
habits  of  the  trout,  character  of  the  streams  and 
lakes,  insect  life,  etc.,  are  so  entirely  different  that 
a  large  experience  in  one  locality  may  be  of  exceed- 
ingly little  value  in  another.  The  works  mentioned 
by  "  Val  Conson  "  were  published  a  number  of  years 
ago — ^not  very  long,  perhaps,  after  the  later  editions 
of  Francis  Francis'  "  Book  on  Angling,"  an  acknow- 
ledged authority  in  England  at  that  time.  The 
sizes  of  hooks  recommended  by  Francis  for  general 
work  in  the  South  of  England  run  from  eight  to 
sixteen  of  the  old  scale.  He  dresses  an  Iron  Blue 
Dun  on  a  No.  12  during  the  intermissions  in  a  great 
hatch  of  those  insects.  In  fact,  he  advocates  the 
sizes  which  were  in  general  use  in  the  Middle  States 
forty  years  ago,  and  probably  would  be  in  use 
to-day  in  both  England  and  America  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  great  spread  of  dry  fly  fishing.  This 
high  art  method  may  have  become  a  necessity 
owing  to  the  constantly  increa,sing  education  of  the 
trout  in  well-fished  waters,  just  as  it  appears  to  be 
doing  on  this  side  of  the  ocean.  Here,  however,  it 
will  probably  be  confined  to  localities  where  there 
is  a  certain  quantity  of  fly  on  the  water,  and  where 
considerable  fishing  is  done.  I  remember  travelling 
three  hundred  miles  on  one  occasion  to  fish  a  stream 
that  was  highly  recommended  to  me.  It  was  a 
tributary  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  at  that 
time  flowed  through  a  hemlock  forest.  My  disap- 
pointment may  be  imagined  when  I  learned  that, 
though  there  were  many  trout,  fly-fishmg  was 
practically  useless  until  the  month  of  July.  There 
was  no  rise  of  naturals  of  any  kind  until  then. 
This  is  an  unusual  instance,  and  like  conditions  are 
not  often  found  except  in  a  few  wilderness  streams. 
There  we  must  use  the  artificial  fly  as  a  lure.  The 
giant  trout  of  the  Maine  lakes  feed  largely  upon 
minnows,  yet  even  there  changes  in  method  have 
become  necessary.  The  late  Mr.  Henry  P.  WeUs 
advised  salmon  sizes  of  hooks  for  these  fish,  and  at 
the  time  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle  "  was  published, 
and  for  years  afterwards,  these  were  the  thing  for  big 
fish.  At  present,  however,  quite  small  hooks  are 
said  to  give  the  best  results,  down  to  10  and  12  old 
style.  My  own  success  in  Maine  years  ago  was 
with  the  Parmacheene  Belle  and  Scarlet  Ibis, 
dressed  on  No.  2  hooks.  It  seemed  absurd  to  use 
such  humming  birds  to  catch  trout.  We  can  only 
fish  fine  when  we  have  small  insects  to  imitate,  and 
there  are  many  waters  in  the  States  where  the  skill 
of  the  experienced  dry  fly  angler  is  not  thrown 
away.  Many  vears  since  Mr.  Marston  sent  me  a 
quantity  of  Holland's  floating  flies,  and  I  afterwards 
purchased  some  dozens  direct  from  Mr.  Holland. 
For  some  time  I  had  little  use  for  them,  then  they 
came  into  play  on  some  well-fished  streams,  and 
patterns  were  eagerly  begged  of  me.  Floating  flies 
can  now  be  bought  in  New  York  in  almost  any 
reasonable  quantity,  with  casting  lines  of  the  finest 
gut  (excepting  gossamer).  In  "  The  Game  Fish  of 
the  North  "  and  "  Superior  Fishing,"  witten  by 
Robert  Barnwell  Rosevelt  in  1863  and  1865,  we  find 
something  m  regard  to  natural  flies  and  imitating 
them.  We  also  find  the  dressings  of  all  of  Ronald's 
patterns,  given  for  this  coimtry,  with  the  feathers 
of  American  birds.  I  think  that  these  are  the  first 
books  which  indicate  any  study  of  the  natural  by 
an  American  angler.  No  one  can  regret  more  than 
I  do  the  absence  of  a  standard  work  on  the  natural 
flies  of  American  waters.  A  few  papers  have  been 
written  on  the  subject,  but  more  attention  seems  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  inhabitants  of  puddles  and 
stagnant  ponds  by  our  naturalists  than  to  the 
beautiful  ephemera.  The  work  required  of  the 
author  of  such  a  book  would  be  great,  as  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that,  besides  the  equivalents  of  your 
English  species,  we  have  many  more.  The  author 
of  The  Game  Fish  of  the  North  "  (he  ^\Totc  over 
the  name  of  "  Barnwell  ")  first  called  attention  to  the 
size  of  American  flics,  and  to  the  fact  that  many 
were  not  only  larger  but  brighter  in  colour.  To 
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some  extent  I  think  that  size  follows  the  water, 
have  found  more  large  ephemera,  for  instance,  on  a 
big  stream  than  on  small  ones.  "  Val  Conson 
would  be  delighted  with  some  of  the  insects  found 
'lere.  What  would  he  think  of  a  Blue  Dun,  slightly 
rellow,  or  tinged  with  green,  nearly  as  large  as  your 
tfarch  Brown  ?  He  would  find  some  extraordinary 
winged  creatures,  the  Horned  Corydalis,  for  instance. 
May  and  June  are  the  best  months  for  noting  the 
insect  life  of  our  trout'  rivers,  as,  after  the  water  is 
warmed  by  the  summer  sun,  there  is  scarcely  any 
hatch  at  all.  Of  course,  one  can  go  to  the  head 
waters  where  the  water  remains  cool,  but  the  flies 
will  only  appear  in  the  evening  and  will  be  mostly 
of  small  size. 

These  random  remarks  have  no  value,  but  it  is 
the  time  to  talk  about  fishing.  I  wish  to  say, 
however,  that  there  is  room  over  here  for  all  sorts 
and  kinds  of  fly-fishers,  the  dry  as  well  as  the  wet. 
I  would  enjoy  seeing  a  combat  between  an  angler 
armed  with  flies  on  000  hooks  and  gossamer  gut 
and  a  two  or  three  poimd  trout,  on  a  big  rough 
stream  where  the  wacUng  is  difficult  —  where  the 
fish  must  be  followed  several  hundred  yards  do^vn 
stream,  perhaps,  boots  full  (unless  one  has  waist 
waders),  and  nearly  all  the  line  out.  Under  these 
conditions  we  are  glad  to  use  the  largest  hook  that 
the  fish  will  take  after  much  coaxing. 

I  have  taken  two-pound  trout  with  00  hooks  and 
fine  gut,  but  not  in  such  water  as  the  above — we 
have  such  a  variety  of  water,  and  the  true  angler 
is,  I  believe,  fond  of  all  fly  fishing.  We  admire 
most  heartily  the  dainty  imitations  of  the  natural 
in  use  on  your  chalk  streams,  but  we  will  only  use 
them  when  necessary,  and  I  doubt  if  hooks  smaller 
than  No.  1  new  will  ever  be  required  in  this  country 
except  on  rare  occasions.  The  trout  will  frequently 
take  a  much  larger  floating  fly  than  this,  and  the 
use  of  unnecessarily  small  hooks  only  adds  to  the 
education  of  the  fish,  as  many  are  scratched  or 
break  away  after  a  turn  or  two. 

Preserving  specimens  of  natural  flies  is  a  difficult 
matter.  In  bottles  of  spirit  the  legs  and  wings  drop 
off  and  the  colours  become  so  dark  in  a  few  weeks 
as  to  convey  little  idea  of  the  fly  in  life.  We  would 
all  like  to  go  to  Winchester  and  take  a  few  lessons 
from  masters  in  the  art.  We  are  quite  ready  to 
admit  that  chalk  stream  fishing  with  dry  fly  for 
shy,  well-fed  trout  is  the  most  scientific  of  angling, 
but  in  the  United  States  we  find  every  variety  of 
sport  with  the  fly  rod,  even  to  dry  fly  on  slow 
streams  with  very  small  flies.  The  size  of  the  fish 
on  these  last  would  not,  however,  average  up  with 
those  in  a  well  preserved  water  in  the  South  of 
England.  We  have  the  brown,  rainbow,  and  native 
brook  trout  (I  will  never  call  the  latter  a  char  if  I 
can  help  it)  in  the  east  nowadays.  The  first-named 
sometimes  attain  to  the  size  of  monsters,  and  we' 
like  to  have  a  try  for  one  of  these  when  we  come  to 
a  great  pool.  We  can  only  hope  to  tempt  him 
probably  with  the  lure  fly,  and  are  only  too  happy 
if  he  will  take  it.  We  must  have  a  large  assortment 
of  sizes  and  shades,  unless  we  are  men  of  one  stream 
then,  indeed,  we  can  manage  with  a  very  few  flies 
•  selected  from  an  abundant  experience.  I  seldom 
fail  to  carry  a  small  tin  box  containing  half  a  gross 
of  the  best  dry  flies,  but  hereafter  I  shall  buy  few 
000.  If  the  fish  will  take  a  10  old  style,  5  new, 
fished  dry,  so  much  the  better  —  it  is  not  too 
large  for  an  imitation  of  many  of  the  early  flies. 
I  fear  that  in  a  few  years  we  will  have  no  free 
fishing  of  the  sort  I  prefer,  at  least  within  a 
reasonable  distance  of  our  large  cities.  In  the  old 
days  one  could  wander  from  stream  to  stream, 
rod  in  hand,  but  this  state  of  affairs  could  not 
continue  in  a  country  advancing  so  rapidly  in 
wealth  and  population. 

When  I  have  time  I  intend  to  revisit  several 
streams  of  a  peculiar  character  which  I  knew  well 
many  years  ago.  I  fancy  that  these,  with  possibly 
the  Castalia,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  have  many 
features  in  common  with  your  chalk  rivers.  They 
are  formed  by  great  springs  which  gush  out  of  the 
limestone  rock,  and  lare  always  clear  and  cold. 
Flowing  through  valleys  miles  in  width,  their 
descent  is  not  rapid;  many  old  mills  exist  on  them, 
and  the  stretches  of  quick,  shallow  water  are  short. 
Some  years  ago  I  heard  that  one  of  these  had  been 
stocked  with  rainbow  trout,  but  formerly  they  held 
only  natives.  If  brown  trout  were  introduced,  in  a 
very  short  time  there  would  be  many  fish  of  large 
size,  and  first-rate  dry-fly  fishing  would  be  had. 
The  difficulty  is  that  when  they  reach  21b.  or  so 
they  quit  surface  feeding  to  a  great  extent. 
The  number  of  men  who  use  the  dry  fly,  more  or 


less,  is  increasing  every  year,  and  many  would 
probably  be  ready  to  join  a  club  which  could  promise 
fii'st-rate  dry-fly  water  and  big  fish. 

The  natives  formerly  ran  from  one  quarter  to 
three-quarters  of  a  pound,  with  occasionally  a  much 
larger  trout.  I  believe  that  the  size  decreased 
owing  to  poaching  or  some  illegal  practices.  There 
is  much  insect  life  in  such  spring  waters,  and  they 
carry  an  enormous  head  of  fish  with  anything  like 
fair  treatment. 

The  rings  made  by  rising  fish  seemed  to  dimple  the 
water  as  far  as  one  could  see  in  the  spring  months, 
and  during  the  evening  rise  every  foot  of  water 
seemed  to  have  its  rising  trout. 

Just  think  of  it !  Chalk  stream  fi.shing  in  America  ! 
Even  long  ago  special  flies  of  smaller  size  were  made 
for  one  or  two  of  these  streams,  and  the  colour  of 
the  natural  in  the  water  was  of  the  first  importance. 
There  was  just  about  enough  current  in  the  dams, 
and  not  many  places  in  the  shallows  where  there  was 
too  much. 

In  England  you  have  a  long  season  and  apparently 
good  rises  of  fly  even  in  the  hottest  weather.  One 
thing  is  certain  —  there  can  be  no  good  rise  of 
naturals  unless  the  water  is  cool. 

Your  summers  are  shorter  than  ours  (speaking 
now  of  the  latitude  of  New  York  City),  and  probably 
your  hot  spells  are  short  lived. 

We  have  a  nice  assortment  of  weather  to  ofi'er, 
and  have  just  come  through  a  really  first-rate 
blizzard.  Nothing  has  occuiTed  thus  far  to  injure 
the  prospects  for  trout  fishing.  I  heard  that  many 
fish  were  seen  on  the  spawning  beds  in  November. 
The  danger  comes  when  the  ice  breaks  up  with  the 
streams  in  flood. 

I  must  bring  these  rambling  notes  to  a  conclusion, 
as  already  they  are  much  too  long,  besides  having 
for  their  subject  nothing  in  particular. 

Theodore  Gordon 

West  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 


GAME  FISH  OF  CANADA  AS  SEEN 
THEOUGH  THE  ICE. 


While  all  this  half  of  the  continent  of  North 
America  was  buried  beneath  the  snows  of  an  un- 
usually severe  winter,  its  rivers  and  lakes  locked 
and  bound  with  thick  ice,  our  old  friend  the  maska- 
longe  still  swam  steadily  aroimd  in  search  of  the 
succulent  minnow.  Deeply  interested  in  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  the  great  tale  of  Nature,  we  tried 
to  solve  some  of  the  habits  of  the  fish  that  swim  in 
the  dark  waters  beneath  the  snow  and  ice  that  hid 
our  old  hunting  and  fishing  grounds  on  the  Atonabee 
river  and  Rice  Lake,  Canada. 

Our  outfit  for  this  strange  study  consisted  of  a 
long  oak  sleigh,  heavy  fur  robes,  a  basket-like  affair 
to  put  over  the  head  when  looking  through  the  ice- 
hole,  axes  and  ice  chisels,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of 
ready-to-warm  food  for  the  jolly  midday  meal 
beneath  the  big  pines  on  the  river  bank,  or  aromid 
a  wind-sheltered  corner  of  an  island.  To  look  over 
the  desolate,  snow-covered  scene,  all  bereft  of  its 
bird  and  animal  life,  made  one  all  the  more  keen  to 
view  the  only  moving  living  things  in  all  this  winter 
landscape,  and  they  were  hidden  by  three  to  four 
feet  of  solid  blue  ice. 

The  first  place  chosen  was  the  mouth  of  a  long 
creek  that  empties  into  the  Atonabee ;  the  hard 
work  of  cutting  a  hole  a  foot  across  and  over  three 
feet  through,  combined  with  the  sharp  nor'-wester 
blowing,  made  the  blood  leap  through  the  veins 
and  the  whole  body  tingle  with  the  glory  of  being 
alive  this  bright  February  day.  The  white  ice 
shavings  formed  a  high  circle  around  the  dark  blue 
hole,  the  red  willow  arch  was  laid  over,  a  fur  thrown 
on  the  ice,  my  head  pushed  in  beneath  the  arch, 
another  robe  laid  over  so  as  to  exclude  all  intruding 
light,  and  I  was  ready  to  see  our  old  hard-fighting 
friends  of  the  summer  in  a  new  role. 

At  first  to  the  eye  all  is  blank  darkness,  but  soon 
a  green  glimmermg  ray  lights  up  the  hole,  and  the 
flowing  water  and  drifting  broken  weeds  are  seen 
quite  distinctly.  I  noted  an  unusually  heavy 
shadow  pass  across  far  below,  but  too  indistinct 
to  determine  what  it  was  ;  then  close  to  the  ice 
sped  across  lilie  arrows  two  "  shiners,"  and  in  pursuit 
far  down  another  big  shadow,  again  all  too  indistinct. 
For  many  minutes  several  minnows,  attracted  by 
the  light,  played  in  the  hole,  tlien  suddenly  dashed 
down  and  off,  and  like  lightning  on  their  track  a 
maskalonge,  about  a  six-poxmder,  tore  after  them  ; 
it  startled  my  strained  gaze  so  badly  that  I  jerked 


my  head  quickly,  but  deceived  by  the  reflection,  I 
did  it  the  wrong  way,  and  plumped  my  face  in  the 
icy  water,  so  you  see  there  is  something  to  learn 
even  in  looking  through  an  ice-hole. 

Quiet  restored,  I  watched  intently,  and  soon  a  long 
light  yellowish  greeny  thing  swam  along  and  stopped  ; 
it  was  about  eight  feet  down  and  slowly  rising  ;  up 
it  came,  while  my  heart  beat  tattoo,  up  until  every 
fin  and  scale  was  clear  and  distinct,  then  it  slowly 
swam  across  the  hole,  a  great  plump  female  by  its 
rounded  sides,  and  over  201h.  in  weight  (I  have  since 
learned  that  looked  at  through  the  ice  they  seem 
smaller  than  they  really  are).  My  chum  took  my 
place  while  I  quieted  my  heart-beats,  as  this  kind 
of  fishing  is  most  exciting  ;  many  more  longe  were 
seen  after  we  returned  from  the  camp  fire,  and 
later  we  sped  home  on  our  ringing  skates  delighted 
with  the  initial  work. 

A  number  of  live  minnows  were  caught  in  a 
running  stream  for  our  next  day's  work ;  placed  in 
a  large  glass  jar  in  very  clear  water  they  made  a 
most  tempting-looking  bait.  The  place  chosen  lay 
far  oli  up  the  lake,  in  one  of  the  cedar  swamp- 
bordered  bays.  Here  where  the  standing  straw  of 
last  summer's  wild  rice  was  frozen  into  the  ice,  we 
cut  a  hole  through  almost  four  feet  deep,  and  care- 
fully suspended  our  miniature  aquarium  just  below 
the  bottom  of  the  ice.  Never  since  the  daj's  when 
the  long  dead  chiefs  and  fathers  of  the  Mississaguas 
gazed  into  the  fish-crowded  waters  of  "  The  Lake 
of  Wild  Rice  "  has  such  a  sight  been  seen.  No 
sooner  was  the  glass  jar  lowered  than  the  gathering 
began:  first  to  arrive  were  the  big-mouth  bass, 
singly,  in  pairs,  in  crowds  they  nosed  around  that 
tempting  but  unapproachable  morsel,  keeping  the 
jar  swinging  like  a  pendulum.  Suddenly,  like  clouds 
driftmg  away  before  the  wind,  they  disappeared, 
and  the  long  green  snout  of  a  'longe  poked  up 
against  the  glass.  For  a  long  time  the  big  fish 
stayed  almost  motionless,  then  began  to  swing 
around  the  jar,  his  nose  held  tight  against  the 
much-desired  minnows ;  the  motion  imparted 
caused  aU  to  revolve  in  a  concentric  swinging  circle  ; 
faster  went  the  fish  and  faster  the  jar,  until  the 
whole  thing  was  so  irresistibly  comic  that  I  laughed 
aloud  ;  the  covering  to  the  hole  was  disarranged  by 
my  movement,  light  poured  in,  and  the  fish  alarmed 
.swam  off.  Within  five  minutes  he  was  back  nosing 
and  pushing  the  jar  ;  another  long  green  snout 
appeared  in  the  hole,  and  a  fish  much  larger,  about 
a  twelve-pounder,  joined  in  the  game,  another  and 
another  swam  iip  until  the  hole  reminded  me  of 
the  glass  aquarium  at  the  World's  Fair  with  its 
many  inhabitants. 

These  "  big-mouth  "  bass  (local  name  throughout 
Ontario,  sometimes  called  green  or  silver  bass  in 
the  United  States)  are  totally  different  from  the 
black  bass,  or  small-mouth,  in  shape,  habits,  and 
spawning  places.  They  frequent  the  parts  of  the 
lakes  and  rivers  most  thickly  crowded  with  aquatic 
vegetation,  a  thing  that  the  gamey  small-mouth  . 
invariably  avoid  ;  they  may  be  caught  in  the 
shallow  bays,  in  the  winding  channels  of  the  wild 
rice  beds,  in  places  where  the  water  is  not  more  than 
three  feet  deep.  In  consequence  their  flesh  is  of  a 
muddy  flavour,  and  the  seldom  used  term ' '  mud-bass ' ' 
fits  them  to  a  nicety.  They  seize  the  hook  with  a 
strong  tug,  but  excepting  the  first  few  runs  there  is 
no  fight  in  them. 

■\Vhile  the  black  bass  love  rocky  shoals  and  island 
beaches  for  spawning  places,  their  stupid  cousins 
burrow  in  the  sunken  wild  rice  straw,  and  in  the 
depression  formed  lay  the  spawn  ;  they  deserve  full 
credit  for  the  constant  guard  they  keep,  and  for 
the  strenuous  fight  against  all  marauders.  They  are 
caught  through  the  ice  by  the  Jlississaguas  nearly 
all  the  winter  months,  and  do  not  have  any  period 
of  hibernation. 

The  same  thing  applies  to  the  maskalonge.  It 
has  been  seen  swimming  beneath  the  ice  every 
month  in  the  ^^-inter,  and  before  snaring  was  stopped 
and  decoy  fishing  prohibited,  the  gaff  and  the  ivire 
laid  them  struggling  on  the  ice  every  day  when 
there  was  a  bright  sun.  I  simply  follow  the  same 
sport,  minus  the  death-dealing  gaff  hook  and  fatal 
snare,  the  notebook  and  the  camera  being  excellent 
substitutes. 

All  the  morning  this  strange  scene  was  viewed  by 
myself  and  friend,  new  fish  constantly  taking  the 
place  of  the  ones  that  e\ndcntly  tired  of  pursuing 
these  imcatchable  minnows  ;  any  time  the  maska- 
longe left,  the  bass  (all  big-mouth)  took  their  place, 
crowding  and  often  fighting  for  a  good  place  at  this 
mock  feast.  I  follow  the  pleasant  pursuit  of  photo- 
graphing the  feathered  game,  small  animals  and 
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game  fish  of  this  latitude,  but  this,  the  choicest 
among  the  many  unique  scenes,  is  beyond  me ;  if 
there  is  any  way  another  winter  will  see  me  attempt 
it. 

A  gathering  storm  made  us  hastily  pull  up  stakes. 
An  hour's  hard  skating  with  head  bowed  against  a 
biting  nor'-wester,  bearing  a  stinging  load  of  fine  icy 
snow,  landed  us  beside  the  comfortable  fire.  Never 
after  has  the  winter  scene  seemed  so  desolate,  since 
we  know  that  close  beneath  our  steel-shod  feet  the 
old  Ke-nojah  (Ojibway  maskalonge)  is  busily 
feeding.  Bonnycastle  Dale. 

[This,  from  Canada,  is  not  a  bad  yarn  from  one 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  "  great  tale  of  Nature," 
but  there  are  one  or  two  "  missing  links  "  which  I 
hope  Mr.  Dale  will  supply.  If  there  was  a  yard  of 
ice  on  Kice  Lake,  how  much  running  water  with 
minnows  waiting  to  be  caught  was  there  ?  I  sup- 
pose the  big  glass  jar  was  what  they  carried  the 
ready-to-warm  food  in  !  Well,  let  that  pass  ;  but 
now  about  those  black  bass  that  came  nosing  around 
— how  did  Mr.  Dale  warm  the  water  ?  because  Dr. 
Henshall,  the  great  authority  on  this  fish,  says,  in  his 
"  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  that  they  hibernate 
every  time  and  all  the  time,  right  down  in  the  depths 
under  shelving  rocks,  in  a  languid,  comatose,  "  let-me- 
alone  "  condition.  I  should  have  believed  more  Ln 
the  old  Ojibway  pike  if  he  had  bolted  the  minnows 
jar  and  all,  and  pulled  Mr.  Dale  in. — R.  B.  M.] 

P.S.— Mr.  Dale  says  it  is  "  all  right "  ;  what  does 
Dr.  Henshall  say  ? 


SOME  EXCELLENT  BKOWN 
TEOUT  FISHING. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  12,  1904,  I  drew 
attention  to  the  excellent  brown  trout  fishing  avail 
able  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milford,  co.  Donegal 
and  in  the  present  contribution  I  give  some  parti 


grand  walks  and  drives,  and  the  other  attractions  of 
the  country-side  are  also  taken  into  consideration, 
the  wonder  is  that  the  place  has  not  been  "  opened 
out  "  years  ago.  Yet  the  fact  is  that  it  has  not 
been,  and,  "believe  me,  you  can  wander  for  miles,  rod 
in  hand,  amidst  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  not 
meet  with  a  soul. 

The  brown  trout  fishing  alluded  to  in  the  present 
contribution  is  within  walking  distance  of  Kilma- 
crenan.  The  village  is  reached  from  Londonderry 
by  Burton  Port  Railway  to  Kilmacrenan  Station, 
which  is  two  miles  distant  from  Taylor's  Hotel,  which 
I  have  already  recommended  as  being  comfortable 
quarters  for  anglers  visiting  this  district.  Lough  Fern 
is  2^  miles  distant,  and  as  I  have  already  described 
this  water,  no  further  reference  is  necessary.  Lough 
Keel  is  about  2^  miles  distant,  and  this  is  one  of  the 
very  best  brown  trout  loughs  in  Donegal.  The  fish 
run  about  three  to  the  pound,  and  on  a  good  day 
your  basket  will  include  a  good  sprinkling  of 
three-quarter  pounders  and  pounders  ;  and  it  will 
very  probably  be  graced  by  a  much  larger  fish.  The 
largest  brown  trout  recorded  from  Lough  Keel 
(authentic)  weighed  12|lb.,  and  hardly  a  season 
passes  without  some  very  fine  fish  of  from  31b.  to 
51b.  or  6lb.  being  captured.  The  trout  in  this  lough 
are  very  handsome  fellows,  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  and 
fight  like  veritable  demons.  There  are  boats  on 
the  water. 

It  is  a  stifiish  climb  to  Lough  Salt,  which  is  right 
up  in  the  mountains.  This  lake  is  about  one  mile  long 
and  half-a-mile  wide.  It  is  of  enormous  depth,  the 
ordnance  survey  giving  the  figures  at  475ft. !  Situated 
amidst  the  solemn  quiet  of  the  wild  rugged  hills 
Lough  Salt  is  one  of  those  waters  that  always 
impress  upon  one  the  vast  value  of  a  companion  when 
one  is  on  fishing  bent.  Undoubtedly  the  bed  of  the 
lake  is  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano,  and  nothing 
but  rocks,  rocks,  rocks  are  on  every  side.  There  is 
absolutely  no  food  for  the  trout  which  swarm  in 
this  water  ;  the  fish  run  about  five  or  six  to  the 
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LoDQH  Salt,  co.  Donegal. 


culars  of  another  centre  that  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  unknown.  It  is  a  bold  statement  to  make, 
that  of  declaring  an  angling  centre  in  the  British 
Islands  "  unknown,"  yet  I  make  it ;  and  I  venture 
to  think  that  those  who  follow  my  advice  to  pay  the 
district  referred  to  a  visit  will  agree  with  me  ;  and, 
further,  they  will  thank  me  for  the  information  con- 
veyed. 

The  more  I  see  of  this  coimty  of  Donegal  the  more 
I  become  impressed  with  the  truly  marvellous  possi- 
bilities of  the  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  browTi  trout 
fishing.  Each  fresh  district  I  visit  provides  more 
material  for  wonderment ;  each  week  of  my  stay 
discovers  more  and  more  really  splendid  rivers,  lakes, 
and  loughs — all  available  at  either  a  small  cost  or 
entirely  free,  mostly  the  latter.  And  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  principal  fishing  centres  are  all 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  London,  that  the  hotel 
accommodation  is  far  above  the  average  in  comfort 
and  cleanliness  and  considerably  below  the  average 
in  charge  ;  and,  further,  when  the  grand  scenery  and 
invigorating  air— straight  from  off  the  Atlantic — 
the  magnificent  sea-bathing  within  easy  reach,  the 


This  is  a  small  reed-fringed  lake  lying  in  a  hollow  of 
well-cultivated  land.  It  holds  some  good  bro^vn 
trout,  and  can  be  fished  from  the  banks.  It  is  locally 
reputed  to  hold  veiy  big  trout,  and  strikes  me  as 
being  quite  capable  of  doing  so.  Such  baskets  as 
have  been  made  from  it  have  included  fish  of  well 
over  a  pound  weight. 

Turn  now  in  another  direction,  and,  walking  past 
Kilmacrenan  Station,  keep  on  over  the  boggy  moor- 
land, which  lies  stretched  out  in  front  of  you  for 
miles.    In  about      miles  you  will  reach  a  point  on 
the  road  where  on  the  right  there  is  a  small  lough 
holding  tiny  dark  brown  trout  that  will  give  you 
great  fun  if  you  feel  inclined  to  spend  an  hour  or  so 
fishing  it ;  this  is  Lough  Askerry.   On  the  left  you 
may  pick  your  way  carefully  across  the  bog  until 
you  reach  Lough  Miafin,  which  literally  teems  with 
a  similar  class  of  trout.    But  you  will  probably 
prefer  to  continue  your  way  right  into  the  moun- 
tains, and  if  so  you  will  be  richly  rewarded.    A  stiff 
climb  and  then  a  descent  into  a  hollow,  and  you 
reach  Garteen  Lough,  a  reed-fringed  lake  holding 
plenty  of  trout  up  to  ^Ib.,  with  an  occasional  larger 
fish.    Yet  further  ahead  and  you  reach  a  chain  of 
loughs,  the  principal  of  which  are  Carmon's  Lough, 
Lough  Qancarney,  Lough  Darragh,  and  Lough 
Clonkilly  Beg.  This  chain  of  loughs  is  connected  up 
by  a  stream  that  joins  the  Lurgy  just  above  Kilma- 
crenan (the  Lurgy  is  a  tributary  to  the  River 
Lerman,  and  is  an  excellent  brown  trout  stream)  ; 
and  in  following  it  down  we  are  making  our  way 
back  to  the  village.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
several  of  these  loughs  do  not  see  the  reflection  of  an 
angler's  rod  for  months  at  a  time.    They  all  look 
likely  waters,  and  I  am  assured  on  very  good  autho- 
ty  that  heavy  baskets  of  trout  averaging  about 
three  to  the  pound  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  when  anglers  have  visited  them,  and  that  not 
infrequently  some  much  heavier  fish  have  been 
taken.    Away  in  the  direction  of  the  Burton  Port 
Railway  lies  another  very  prolific  lough,  Doon 
Lough  ;  and  yet  further  ahead  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
of  all.    This  is  Oonkilly  More  Lough,  which  yields 
brown  trout  up  to  21b.  weight.    Several  of  these 
loughs  would  be  most  advantageously  fished  from  a 
boat,  but  this  would  necessitate  the  use  of  a  collap- 
sible boat,  for  there  are  no  boats  on  them.  There  are 
any  number  of  vantage  points,  however,  from  which 
they  can  be  fished  from  the  banks. 

To  sum  up,  there  is  veryUttle  to  ehoose  between 
Kilmacrenan  as  a  brown  trout  fishing  centre  and 
Milford  (of  which  I  have  previously  written). 
Greater  recommendation  I  cannot  give.     E.  S.  S. 


pound,  and  you  can  catch  100  or  even  200  in  a  day's 
angling.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Salt  has  no 
attraction  for  the  specimen  fish  hunter  ;  but  it  is 
well  worthy  a  visit,  if  only  for  the  grandeur  of  its 
surroundings  and  the  magnificent  views  obtained 
all  around,  for  from  this  high  point  of  vantage  one 
can  see  for  many  miles.  There  is  no  boat  on  Salt ;  and 
the  lough  can  only  be  fished  from  the  shore  next  the 
road. 

Extend  your  journey  into  the  valley  beyond 
Lough  Salt  in  the  direction  of  Glen  Lough,  and  you 
meet  with  two  other  loughs  that  are  well  worth  atten- 
tion. These  lie  in  a  "  fatter  '"  country,  and  conse- 
quently yield  much  bigger  fish.  The  larger  of  these 
is  Lough  Greenan,  the  smaller  Lough  Meenbaragh  ; 
and  I  may  add  that  should  you  go  to  the  trouble  of 
getting  a  collapsible  boat  on  these  waters  your 
reward  will  be  great,  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt,  for 
they  are  seldom  fished,  and  the  last  angler  who  used 
such  a  boat  on  them  made  some  marvellous  baskets. 
The  fish  average  -|lb.,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of 
pounders,  and  some  bigger  fish. 

Within  a  mile  of  Kilmacrenan  is  Irvine's  Lough 


SPEING  FLY  FISHING. 

By  "  Black  Hackle." 


That  enthusiasm  which  has  been  aptly  styled 
the  "  angling  fever"  comes  to  most  of  us  while  the 
trees  are  yet  bare  and  can  only  boast  the  tiny  bud 
with  whose  fulfilled  promise  trout  wax  fat  and  lusty. 
February  trout,  however,  are  but  a  sorry  lot,  neither 
worthy  of  creel  nor  cook,  and  the  Ides  of  March 
usually  commence  the  season  to  which  the  keen 
fisherman  so  looks  forward.  Even  then  fish  are  very 
much  out  of  condition,  and  the  thoughtful  angler 
returns  the  fingerhngs  to  grow  larger.  The  few 
hints  which  I  propose  to  give  in  this  paper  are  for 
the  beginner,  and  I  trust  may  be  of  some  assistance 
in  assisting  to  both  good  sport  and  a  well -filled 
basket.  At  this  period  trout  are  only  begirming  to 
recuperate  after  the  spawning  operations,  and  in 
their  weakened  condition  chiefly  populate  the  tails 
of  strong  stickles  and  moderate  shallow  runs  rather 
than  the  more  rapid  currents  which  they  can  stem 
with  ease  later  on.  And  save  in  dead,  sluggish 
rivers,  these  are  the  haunts  to  seek  them  in, 
wherever  the  force  of  the  stream  is  not  unduly 
strong.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  all  light  rippluig 
rims  should  be  tried,  and  in  deeper  places  where 
the  main  strength  of  the  current  is  in  the  centre, 
the  sides  of  such  should  be  searched.  JIany  anglers 
are  in  the  habit  of  using  stouter  gut  in  early  spring, 
knowing  that  trout  are  then  less  discriminating. 
This  is  a  mistake.  What  becomes  a  necessity  in 
summer  or  late  sprmg  may  be  used  with  the  utmost 
advantage  in  March.  There  is  always  more  chance 
of  success  -N^dth  fine  tackle,  and  trout  do  not  play 
nearly  so  hard  as  when  more  robust.  If  the  glitter 
could  be  eliminated  from  gut,  the  natural  colour 
might  be  best,  and  when  stained  it  should  be  of  the 
palest  neutral  tint,  and  that  dark  stuS  vended  by 
so  many  tackle-sellers  avoided.  Trout  look  upward, 
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WALBRAN  LTD.,  LEEDS 

Practical  Ang^lers,  Artistic  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  Hig:h-class 
Rods,  Reels,  and  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  for  all  parts  of  the  World, 


SOLE  MAKEBS  OP  THE  UWDER3TENTIONEn  SPECIALITIES. 


Catalogue  No.  THE   "WALBRAN"  FLY  ROD. 

This  is  a  light,  useful  weapon  that  can  be  used  for  either  fly,  minnow,  or  worm 
fishing,  having  two  tops,  one  long  and  the  other  short.  The  butt  is  made  from 
well  seasoned  ash,  the  centre  joint  hickory,  and  the  tops  lancewood.  It  is  fitted 
with  rustless  snake  rings,  graduated  winch  fittings,  and  is  polished  dull  ivy  green  to 
prevent  flashing.  This  rod  is  the  exact  copy  of  the  one  used  by  Mr.  Walbran  for 
over  20  years.  Made  in  four  lengths,  viz. :  9^,  lOJ,  11,  and  12  ft.  Price  10/6, 
complete  in  partition  bag ;  12  ft.,  11/6. 

Catalogue  No.  862.— THE  "  BARLE  "  BROOK  ROD. 

Cane  butt,  greenheart  centre,  and  two  greenheart  tops,  tipped  with  jungle 
cane,  suction  joints,  steel  snake  rings,  "Bickerdyke"  end  rings,  solid  winch 
fittings,  cork  handle  ;  lengths  stocked,  9  ft.  and  10  ft.    Price  25/-. 

The  above  is  a  special  rod,  which  we  built  last  season  from  a  pattern  supplied 
to  us  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Tracey,  of  Westward  Ho  !  It  was  designed  for  either 
wet  or  dry  fly  fishing  on  such  rivers  as  the  Barle.  ]\Ir.  T.  F.  Tracey  (his  brother) 
the  well  known  pisciculturist,  of  Exebridge,  writes  us  as  follows : 

DKAR  SIKS,— I  have  liarl  several  days'  fishing  with  the  "  Barle  "  rod,  and  am  more  than 
pleased  with  it.  ...  I  have  just  returned  after  several  days'  fishing  on  the  Culme,  when  I  used 
the  new  rod,  and  found  that  it  killed  trout  of  1  lb.  weight  well.  .  .  .  The  rod  is  a  little  beauty, 
aud  ought  to  meet  with  a  ready  sale  at  .so  moderate  a  price.        Yours  faithfully 

THEO.  F.  TRACY. 


Catalogue  No.  :3(JJ5.— THE  "YORKSHIRE"  FLY  ROD. 

Made  throughout  of  well  seasoned  greenheart,  one  top,  rustless  snake  rings, 
graduated  winch  fittings,  in  ;bag  complete.  Price,  lOJ,  11  ft.,  7/6  each  ; 
12  ft.,  8/6. 

THE   "WALBRAN"  DRY  FLY  ROD. 

This  is  a  new  pattern  this  season,  it  is  made  witli  moderately  stiff  action,  and 
will  also  answer  well  for  up-stream  worm  or  minnow.  Made  of  best  rent  green- 
heart, suction  joints,  steel  snake  rings,  two  tops,  solid  graduated  winch  fittings, 
suberit  handle,  rubber  button,  length,  11  ft.    Price,  in  leather  capped  bag,  25/-. 


Catalogue  No.  377a.--WALBRAN'S 
BUILT  DRY  FLY 


'EXCELSIOR"  CANE 
ROD. 


Three  joints,  two  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  steel  snake  rings,  revolving 
end  rings,  spiral  lock  joints,  solid  graduated  winch  fittings,  serrated  ferrules, 
rubber  button,  close  wrapped.    Length  lOJ  ft.    Price,  £5  5  0. 

No  better  rod  can  be  made  by  any  firm  than  this  rod,  of  which  hundreds  are  in  use  ;  it  is 
an  exact  copy  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Haltord's  favourite  rod.  Concerning  it,  a  customer  wrote  recently, 
"  1  have  possessed  many  rods  in  my  time,  but  never  one  to  equal  your  '  Excelsior.' " 


THE  "LILLIPUT"  SPINNER. 

Price  1/6  each. 

The  Fi.shing  Gazette,  April  4th,  1903,  says:— "The 
Lilliput  '  Spinner  is  intended  for  spinning  a  small  minnow 
for  trout  in  clear  water.  In  it  the  hooks  and  everything  are 
reduced  to  a  minimum  of  fineness.  It  is  the  most  delicate 
little  spinner  we  have  ever  seen,  and  yet  strong  and  well 
made." 


WARDS  "ARIEL  "  MINNOW  TACKLE. 

Price  7d.  each. 

With  IJ  yds.  trace,  1/2  each. 

One  of  the  best  Natural  Minnow  Tackles  ever 
invented. 


THE  "BIBBY"  WORM  TACKLE. 

Price  1/9  per  doz. 

Invented  by  a  Manchester  angler.  Illustration 
is  exact  size  ;  seldom  fails  to  hook  the  fish.  Made 
on  16  in.  4x  or  Ix  gut  as  preferred. 


WALBRAN'S  WORLD-FAMED  HACKLE  FLIES. 


WALBRAN'S  "HOLD- ALL." 

Price  15/-  each. 

This  convenient  article  is  intended  for  the  con 
veyance  of  waders,  brogues,  mackintosh,  &c. ;  it 
is  perfectly  waterproof  and  made  of  the  strongest 
brown  duck ;  inside  are  two  pockets  for  fly-book, 
reels,  &c. 


WALBRAN'S  "PRACTICAL"  FLY-BOOK. 

This  book  has  been  compiled  for  us  by  Mr.  Walbran.  and  contains 
forty-eight  fly  pockets,  opposite  which  are  the  names  and  instruc- 
tions as  to  their  use,  printed  on  real  parchment.  The  author  has 
had  opportunities  seldom  met  with  for  trying  these  various  patterns 
on  most  of  the  chief  trout  and  grayling  rivers  throughout  England, 
and,  therefore,  his  varied  experience  must  prove  of  service  to  fly- 
fishers  generally.  There  aie  also  four  parchment  cast  pockets,  two 
felt  leaves  for  loose  flies,  strong  leather  pockets  at  each  erd  of  the 
book,  also  slips  for  scissors,  &c.  The  whole  is  bound  in  best 
pigskin,  and  is  made  for  wear.  Price— 12/6  each. 

596.  The  above,  fitted  with  i-dozen  of  each  variety  of  fly. 

Price— 30/-  each. 

597.  A  cheaper  variety,  bound  in  brown  canvas,  contents  the  same, 

real  parchment.  Price — 8/6  each. 

598.  The  above,  fitted  with  i-dozeu  of  each  variety  of  fly. 

Pkice— 26/-  each. 


THE  "HARBOTTLE"DROP  MINNOW  TACKLE 

Price  6d.  each  ;  4  6  doz. 
The  great  objection  to  the  ordinary  pattern  has  hitherto 
been  the  necessity  of  usingabaitiugueedle.  By  an  ingenious 
arrangement  devised  by  ]Mr.  J.  Harbottle,  Hon.  Sec.  to  the 
Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation,  this  is  now  obviated. 


Ii:>ll.XJSTI?ATED    CAXAI^OGXJE    POST  FREE. 

Central  Offices  and  Show  Rooms:  38a,   WELLINGTON  STREET,  LEEDS, 

General  Manager:  FRANCIS  IVI.  WALBRAN,  who  has  had  40  years'  experience  as  an  all-round  ang-ler. 

Private  Letter  Box:  184  G.P.O,,  Leeds.  Telegrams:  "  Hakycn,  Leeds.' 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIMO   QUARTERS,  Sees. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corners  In  England. 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Within  Easy  Distance  ot  Two  Golf  Links. 

Coarse  Fishinp;  closed  until  June  1. 
Trout  Fisliing  Now  Open, 


Lake  and  stream  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3^  Glnlneas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-honiei.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

TariS  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  BiUlaid  Soom  li  now  added 

to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Grdtiths,  Fbbhsham  FoND,CBnKT. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Htmdon,  Middlesetxt, 

Tlshermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Pjint  Iwats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizBS  OF  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Undd,  6  Inch, 


Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  Inch, 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  It.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter  ;  8s.  6(i.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 


HOTEL  KENMORE 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 


FINEST  SALMON  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 


Charges  for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel 
Water,  £1  per  Salmon  caught  up  to  five,  then 
free  in  the  week.  Reserved  Water,  £8  per  week, 
or  30*.  per  day.  No  charge  is  made  for  use  of 
boats.  Fishing  opened  on  the  15th  January  and 
continues  till  end  of  May. 

For  further  particulars  apply  W.  KNIGHT. 
NoTH — All  fish  are  retained  by  Anders. 

cxjUag  hotel, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Loclis,  FBEB.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires:  "Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fi.sliing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Loclis.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  g/f/i  Y,  Propnetnx. 


Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  wallc  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrih,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fisliing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  ])oai;liers  Ijy  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,U0O  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
1st.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly  by 
10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in 
readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


SKASON    OPENED    MARCH  1. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons:  111  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
in  bottle.     G.W.  Railv?ay,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms.  10/6  pep  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE-VYRNWY  HOTEL 

SPLENDID    TJROVT  FISHING. 

Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  Booked. 

IVIO  33  E  HOTEL. 

EVERY  COMFORT  &  ATTENTION.   ELECTRIC  LIGHT.   MODERATE  CHARGES, 
Station  :  PENYBONTFAWR. 

Telegraph:  "Hotel,  Lake-Vyrn-svy."        Post:  "Lake-Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Llanfyllin.' 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 


Garstang:,  Lancashire. 


500  Acres  of  Water,  10  Miles  of  Streams 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Pontlnalls.    Yearllnjfs,  two<-year>old8, 
and  three-year-olds,  far  stocking  water.  Season  1905.    Bookings  now  being  made. 

Natazally-fed  Flah,   No  hoiae-fleah,  msklng  bottom  feadeza  and  oannlbala,  and 
producing  dlaeaae  and  death,   Qaaranteed  fzea  zlsing,  apoztlng  fiali. 

*V«e  Adviee  by  Post.  Oorr^apondmuse  eordieUly  invitnd. 


SUTHE3RLANr>SMII?E. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  aud  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  do»tor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISMINO.  EXTENSIVE   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 

N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated.        MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 


STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  .  .  . 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IHIDEUS,  &C. 


TO 


HOWIETOUN   FISHERY   CO.,   STIRLING,  N.B. 


Entirely  Comfortable. 
Fixed  Prices, 


"NUELLENS  HOTEL" 

AIX-LA-CHAPELLE  (Aachen).  | 


Of  the  Highest  Renown. 
In  Best  Position. 

OPPOSITE  THE 

ELISENBRUNNEN.         i   "  '  "  '  '     J>K1;mel,  rropr. 

Under  same  management  and  in  conjunction  with  3  Bath  Hotels  and  D^pendances — 
KAISERBAD  HOTEL,       NEUBAD  HOTEL,       QUIRINUSBAD  HOTEL. 

Rooms  from  3  marks,     d  in  d^pendance  from  2  marks.      Pension,  including  rooms,  from  8  marks,  and  in 
d^pendance  from  4i  marks. 
The  combiiiation  of  4  excellent  Hotels  Under  one  Management  offers  to  Visitors  many  desirable  advantages. 
PENSION  BATES  FOR  KTTR  GUESTS.  LIFT.  Electric  Lig:ht.  Central  Heating.  Laree  Garden . 
Extract  from  13th  Edition  of  "  BLurray's  Handbook  "  :— "  This  hotel,  in  the  best  situation, 
 is  recommended  as  capital  1 "  


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
RODEL  HOUSE  &  FINSBAY  LODGE, 

With  the  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishings  in  SOUTH  HARRIS, 

Outer  Hebrides,  including  the  Famous  OBB£2  Loch  of  Harris,  and  numerous 
other  excellent  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Lochs. 

RODS  AVAILABLE. 

For  particulars  and  terms,  apply  to  the  Secretary,  Geokge  D.  Stirling,  C.A., 
154,  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow  ;  or  James  Dowell,  Sporting  Agent,  of  Lumley 
House,  34,  St.  James's  Street,  London,  S.W. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-establUUed  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
rhree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Pishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  tn 
rtsltors  tn  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Bllliard»  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarte  s 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Propribtob. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 
Pour  miles  of  Trout  Pishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  fst  fcom  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Buabon,"  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Qlyn."  Station:  Qlyn- 
oelriog,  via  Obirk, 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN    LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance:  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  f  earnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.  Salmon  Fishing 
opened  .January  15.— Apply,  R.  STEWART. 


FORT  AUGUSTUS,  LOCH  NESS. 

LOrAT  ARMS  &  STATION  HOTEX,. 

SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOCH  NESS. 

Opened  on  11th  February.  The  Fishing  on  Loch 
Ness  is  now  strictly  reserved.  Visitors  to  the 
Hotel  have  permission  to  fish  free.  Eicelleiit 
train  seiTice,  see  time  tables.  Boats  supplied. 
Posting,  Golf.  The  nets  are  removed  from  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Ness  and  Friar's  Shot.  For 
terms  apply  to  Managbrkss. 


BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL. 

A  First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  with  all  modern  comforts.  First  rate 
spring  trout  and  autumn  salmon  fishing  on  River 
Deveron  ;  .Inly  and  August  is  free  for  parties 
staying  in  Hotel.  Good  golf  course.  Posting  in 
all  its  branches.  'Bus  meets  all  trains.  Telephore, 
No.  087.  Telegrams:  " Chisholm,  Fife,  Banff." 
 .1.  CHISHOLM.  Proprietor.  , 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five — then  free  ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Trout  Fishing  oo 
Loch  Tay  and  River  Dochart  free  to  visitors. 
Fishing  from  the  15th  of  January  till  end  of  May. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  KNIGHT 
Note. — All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


MASK  HOTEL, 

Cloghbrack,  Clonbur,  Connemara,  Ireland. 

Newly  built,  within  two  hundred  yards  tf 
Lougli  Ma=k,  and  two  miles  of  the  Corrib.  In 
the  neighbourhood  are  Lochs  Foohy,  Cooliii, 
and  Ballydoolagh,  together  with  several  streams, 
sill  Free  Fishing.  'Ihis  is  the  only  resort  where 
ill  these  may  be  fished  to  advantage. 

MARY  WALSH. 


ROYAL  OAK  HOTEL, 

LEOMINSTER. 
TWO  MILES  OF  EXCELLENT  FISHING 

on  the  Lugg,  above  the  town,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors.  Day  tickets  can  be 
obtained  from 

WILLIAM  BKADFORD, 

Proprietor. 


The  Best  Free  Fishing  in  the  British  isles. 
Lalces,  Rivers,  and  Streams. 


MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

E(i>ially  convenient  for  Lough  Mask  or  Lough 
Corrib.  Under  entirely  New  Management  and 
English  supervision.  Recently  extended  and  re- 
decorated throughout.  Moderate  Tariff.  Cheap 
Boats.  GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


N.B.— Book  for  Ballinrobe  Station — 15  hours 
from  London,  13i  from  Birmingham,  121  from 
Liverpool,  and  13  from  Manchester. 
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and  the  light  colour  is  less  (terrible  viewed  against 
the  grey  clouds  or  blue  of  the  sky. 

When  wading  is  j necessary,- the  angler  need  not 
rush  in  as  some  careless  ones  do,  making  a  track 
like  a  river-steamer  and  putting  the  fish  to  precipi 
tate  flight.    The  old  hand  enters  gently  at  the  end 
of  the  run,  and  moves  up  as  silently  as  possible 
after  thoroughly  trying  his  ground.  Remembering 
that  your  quarry  ever  lies  head  to  current,  it  will 
be  obvious  why  fishing  up  stream  is  desirable.  If 
fishing  down  the  same  stretch,  adopt  similar  tactics, 
that  is,  fish  the  favourable  places  up  again,  not  down 
Assuming  that  the  tyro  knows  something  of  casting, 
I  shall  say  little  on  that  score.    But  it  is  always 
wise  to  use  as  short  a  line  as  will  cover  the  spot  to 
be  tried,  for  the  electricity  of  the  touch  of  a  fish 
travels  all  the  quicker  to  the  hand,  and  the  less  fine 
out  the  more  immediately  is  it  felt.    When  long 
casts  are  necessary,  line  can  be  increased,  and  more 
readily  thrown  by  confining  some  slack  by  the 
thumb  and  letting   it  go  just  as  the   rod  is 
straightening   out  on  completion  of  the  throw. 
There  will  often  be  places  where  the  ground  behind 
the  angler  is  encumbered  with  trees  and  brushwood, 
preventing  the  backward  extension  of  the  line. 
Here  a  cramped  style  of  casting  becomes  necessary 
in  which  the  backward  motion  is  given  to  the  rod 
without  removing  the  collar  from  the  water.  This 
must  be  done  sideways,  and  a  vigorous  forward 
movement  will,  with  a  little  practice,  get  gut  and 
line  out  and  drop  it  as  required.    The  beginner 
.should    not    confine    himself    to    oblique  or 
down  -  stream    casting    only,    he  should  throw 
straight  across,  and,  with  a  shorter  line,  con- 
stantly up  stream.    In  short,  he  should  search 
all   the   water  within  reach    thoroughly  before 
moving  on.    Here  is  a  good  tip.     Instead  of 
watching  where  the  flies  are  and  for  rises  at  them, 
watch  the  reel  line,  and  when  it  suddenly  straightens 
strike  at  once:  it  means  a  fish.    The  line  will 
tighten  when  a  trout  seizes  the  fly  before  the  touch 
is  felt,  and  this  is  the  most  favourable  moment  to 
fasten.    On  some  days  trout  will  not  feed  on  the 
surface,  which  will  be  usually  known  by  the  paucity 
of  •  natural  rises.    In  snch  case,   which   is  very 
common  in  spring,  the  flies  should  be  sunk,  as  it  is 
termed — that  is,  fished  deeper  and  slower.  When  a 
trout  is  hooked  there  need  be  no  flurry  nor  haste. 
Up  with  the  top  and  feel  him  first.    If  large,  let 
him  run  if  he  wants  to,  taking  care   never  to 
slacken  the  strain,  or  he  will  grub  against  the 
bottom   and  get  rid  of  the  hook,  especially  if 
fastened  in  the  lower  jaw,  which  is  the  movable 
one.    Too  severe  a  strain  is  unwise,  unless  to  butt 
fish   away  from  dangerous   snags,  etc.  Where 
practicable,  take  your  fish  down  stream,  as  it  will 
choke  him ;  and  when  tired  out— observable  by  his 
play  of  fms  on  top  of  the  water— lead  him  with  a 
steady  glide  towards  the  net,  keeping  his  head  over 
the  surface.    The  net  should  be  held  ready  to 
receive  a  fish,   the   end   of  rmg   a  little  sub- 
merged,  and  never   thrust    at  one ;    a    gentle  • 
adagio    movement,    and    he    is    safe.  When 
wading  in  mid-stream,  and  inconvenient  to  stir, 
should  the  hooked  fish  be  below,  he  can  be  slid 
up  to  the  net,  taking  care  to  keep  his  head  over 
surface  in  same  way.    This  paralyses  a  trout  and 
knocks  all  remaining  fight  out  of"  him.    An  excel- 
lent way  for  carrying  the  landing-net  has  been 
invented  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  author  of  '« Wet  Fly 
Fishing."    Two  large  brass  rings  are  sewn  on  the 
back  of  the  creel,  one  at  the  top  end  and  one  at 
the  opposite  bottom  end,  the  handle,  tipped  with  a 
spiked  ferrule,  slips  through  and  is  kept  in  place,  and 
the  net  can  be  used  with  great  ease  and  advantage. 
When  a  trout  splashes  and  struggles  on  the  surface, 
it  generally  signifies  that  he  is  but  slightly  hooked; 
keep  a  gentle  strain  on  and  humour  him  carefully. 
Whenever  a  fish  leaps  out  of  the  water,  lower  the 
rod-top  instantly  to  the  surface  or  he  is  gone. 
Don't  go  in  for  attitudinismg  while  fly-casting.  It 
may  look  graceful,  but  there  is  no  occasion  for 
caUsthenics.    The  more   motionless  the   body  is 
kept,  save  for  the  mechanical  action  of  the  right 
arm,  the  better  for  the  performer.    When  the  flies 
are  down  stream,  having  completed  the  quarter 
circle,  hold  your  rod- point  well  up.    If  held  low, 
and  a  good  fish  takes,  there  will  probably  be  a 
smash.    It  is  not  at  all- necessary  to  keep  jigging 
the  flies  up  and  down  as  if  you  were  pla3nng  the 
dulcimer:  they  should  be  allowed  to  float  with  the 
current  bs.  semi-drowned  insects  would  naturally 
do,   a  slight  undulating   motion  to   give  them 
a  little   life   is    all    that    is    required.  When 
you  kill  a  fish  in  a  spot,  don't  keep  on  thrashing 
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away  there  as  if  it  were  full  of  more  successes. 
Rather  try  a  few  casts  below,  gradually  coming 
over  the  place  again,  and  never  unnecessarily  dwel 
ling  there.  If  fishermen  appear  to  prefer  one  side 
of  the  water,  where  both  are  open,  try  the  other 
you  will  probably  have  no  reason  to  regret  it. 
Early  in  spring  trout  do  not  rise  for  very  long; 
10.30  a.m.  is  a  good  hour  to  begin,  and  it  will  be 
obvious  when  the  rise  is  over  for  the  day.  While 
it  lasts  work  hard.  If  they  have  not  commenced 
rising  when  you  start,  don't  be  discouraged — smoke 
a  pipe  or  two  and  watch  the  water.  The  winds  in 
which  a  stream  fishes  best  and  worst  and  the  flies 
to  use  are  best  studied  from  some  good  local 
opinion.  As  a  general  rule  a  little  gold  on  at  least 
one  fly  is  useful  in  spring.  As  to  weather  some 
sun  is  always  preferable,  and  the  warmer  the  better 
if  not  immediately  before  rain.  Some  men  strike  a 
trout  as  if  they  would  pull  his  head  off  and  send 
him  skywards.  It  should  be  done  with  a  gentle 
but  rapid  upward  turn  of  the  wrist  and  sideways 
down  stream.  Never,  under  any  circumstances, 
grasp  the  reel  line  along  with  the  handle :  the 
hand  should  always  be  under  the  line  to  prevent 
unhappy  partings  —  and  language.  This  is  very 
important.  Unless  a  fish  approaches  the  angler, 
he  should  not  begin  reeling  in  the  moment  he  has 
fastened.  Better  feel  the  fish  a  second  or  two, 
and  be  prepared  for  a  rush  if  large.  Before  basket- 
ing your  trout,  it  is  more  humane  to  kill  them,  and 
this  is  most  easily  effected  by  cracking  their  necks, 
that  is,  bending  back  the  upper  jaw  tUl  a  c — r — k 
is  heard.  Always  have  a  couple  of  spare  collars 
handy  in  case  of  breakages  or  bad  tangles.  These 
should  be  well  soaked  in  tepid  water  before  starting. 
Carrying  them  in  damp  felt  in  boxes  tends  to  rot 
the  gut.  As  a  last  word,  make  hay  while  the  sun 
shines,  as  the  rise  in  spring  is  precarious  and  often 
short-lived. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS, 

The  Fishing  Gazette  luill  he  published  on 
Thursday,  April  20,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  21.  All  comyyiunications 
'ntended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
ce  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
Ajjril  19. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. —Gbnebal  Remarks. — The  Thames 
trouting  season  has  not  opened  badly.  The  river 
is  in  perfect  condition,  the  only  drawback  being  the 
cold  win^s  and  rather  boisterous  weather  generally. 
Still,  big  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Thames  in 
a  blinding  snowstorm  in  the  month  of  May,  so 
what  criterion  is  there  ?  The  best  fish  of  the  week 
s  one  of  81b.  14|oz.,  which  was  caught  at  Surbiton 
ust  above  Parker's  Ferry  in  open  water.  This  fish 
for  the  last  four  or  five  years  I  have  pointed  out  to 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazelte.  It  has  now  been 
captuied  by  Mr.  Carey,  who  was  fishing  with  Mr. 
Jack  Hennings.  The  bait  was  a  bleak  and  the 
running  line  was  simply  black  silk  twist,  such  as  is 
sometimes  used  for  roach  fishing.  Mr.  F.  Sands, 
who  saw  the  fish,  tells  me  it  was  rather  a  poor  one, 
and  should  have  weighed  21b.  or  31b.  heavier  a 
little  later  on.  It  was  a  bright  silver  trout  with  black 
spots,  beautifully  marked,"but  not  a  red  spot  on  it. 
Instead  of  being  preserved  it  has  graced  the  dining 
table.  It  took  twenty  minutes  to  land  the  fish 
Mr.  Carey  is  in  search  of  another  big  fish  which  has 
been  seen  in  the  locality.  Two  small  trout  have 
been  had  at  Shepperton,  and  one  of  3ilb.  has  been 


taken  at  Marlow  by  Mr.  Deacon.  The  Marlow 
Preservation  Society,  by  the  way,  last  week  placed 
150  trout,  12  inches  long,  in  the  river.  This  good 
restocking  work  is  bound  to  tell  in  the  long  run, 
and  .such  associations  deserve  to  be  well  assisted. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  has  also  tried  for  the  game 
fish  on  the  river.  He  did  not  see  a  single  trout 
move,  and  so  had  to  content  himself  by  spinning 
with  a  Blue  Phantom  in  the  most  likely  places, 
but  without  result.  The  chub  are  up  at  the  weirs, 
and  several  have  been  ciught  up  to  3ilb.  by 
trout  fisher.s,  and  retimied  to  the  water. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  run- 
ning in  grand  order  during  the  past  week,  although 
the  winds  have  at  times  been  rough  and  cold. 
Prospects,  however,  for  the  coming  week  are 
again  promising.  Mr.  Escomb  was  out  with  G. 
Arlett  on  April  1  and  2,  and  what  one  might  call 
"drew  first  blood"  of  the  trout  fishing  season 
in  the  district.  Fine  trout  were  caught  during  the 
two  days ;  four  of  these  were  small  and  were 
returned,  the  retainable  fish  weighing  2^lh.  ;  the  fish 
were  caught  below  Hambledon  Lock,  and  strange 
to  say,  three  of  the  four  trout  that  were  returned 
bore  tablets,  and  were  some  of  the  fish  recently 
turned  down  near  Henley  Bridge.  The  numbers  of 
two  were  H.  099  and  H.  036,  the  third  fish  slipped 
out  of  the  angler's  hand  before  the  number  could 
be  obtained.  The  above,  I  think,  clearly  shows 
that  all  the  trout  do  not  always  make  "  up 
stream"  when  there  is  a  "push"  of  water. 
Mr.  M.  Moloy,  fishing  with  R.  Young  at  Medenham, 
on  March  4,  took  a  very  nice  trout  of  51b.  I2oz.,  a 
very  clean  fish  and  in  good  condition,  which  I  have 
to  "  set  up."  A  local  angler,  who  has  caught  more 
Thames  trout  than  most  people,  was  out  on  March  1 
spinning  above  Shiplake  Lock.  At  about  the  third 
cast,  as  the  bait  rose,  he  saw  a  pike  make  for  it,  and 
tried  to  keep  the  bait  from  him,  but  the  fish  was  too 
quick,  and  he  broke  away  leaving  the  fhght  with 
the  pike.  Another  bait  and  tackle  was  put  on,  and 
in  the  next  oast  a  pike  was  hooked,  and  on  landing 
him  was  found  to  have  the  flight  that  the  angler 
had  only  just  broke  away  with  firmly  fixed  in  its 
aws.  The  fish  weighed  about  3lb. — Stanley  Mead. 

Tbames  (Marlow). — The  season  with  the  trout 
has  opene:!  in  earnest  here,  despite  the  cold  nights ; 
three  fish  have  been  captured  respectively  by  Mr. 
Deacon,  2Jlb  ,  Mr.  Bob  Steed,  2|lb.,  and  Mr.  F. 
Rowe,  3:^lb.  Mr.  Hoppe  has  had  a  brace,  but  being 
under  size  were  returned  to  the  water. — R.  Steed. 

Thames  (Reading). — The  trout  season  opened 
very  well  on  April  1,  when  Captain  S.  F.  Judge, 
piloted  by  Rush,  and  Mr.  D.  H.  Helps  each  caught 
trout  of  about  41b.  weight,  and  in  the  pink  of 
condition. — A.  C.  B. 

Thames  (Walton). — A  mighty  bad  season  for 
fishing  and  an  uncommonly  good  dinner  was  the 
verdict  of  the  crowd  who  assembled  to  meet  the 
Dresident  of  the  association  at  the  annual  dinner, 
yir.  A.  J.  Porter  took  the  chair  and  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Keswick,  the  member  for  the  division,  and 
Mr.  Aston,  the  candidate  for  the  honour  in  the 
futu'e.  Politics  were  barred,  and  the  tales  that 
were  told  were  strictly  within  the  bounds  of  truth. 
The  Keswick  Cup  was  won  by  E.  Marshall.  The 
great  show  of  the  evening  was  the  display  of  fish 
arranged  as  an  exhibition  by  Mr.  Annett,  and  it 
would  want  a  1  't  of  beating  at  small  shows.  Five 
jack,  weighing  over  lOOlb.,  trout  up  to  101b.,  and 
barbel  up  to  91b.  are  good  enough  for  country 
work,  and  when  you  pile  these  up  to  the  ceiling  in 
even  a  small  hall,  it  comes  to  a  weight,  and  all 
locally  caught.  Another  surprise  was  that  ilr.  Geo. 
Edmonds  was  presented  by  the  association  with  a 
silver  tobacco  box,  as  a  recognition,  however  feeble, 
of  his  services  to  the  club,  and  to  angling  in  general 
for  many  seasons  past. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — The  first  trout  has 
been  taken  in  the  locality  here  this  season.  Mr. 
Barcuo,  fishing  with  Herbert  Curr,  has  taken  a 
nice  little  trout  of  31b.  SJoz.,  and  lost  a  better  fish, 
both  on  April  5.  Mr.  Barcup  also  caught  two  small 
ones  on  April  1,  which  were  returned.  Any  infor- 
mation required  Mr.  Barcup,  landlord  of  the  ■ 
Lincoln  Hotel,  Weybridge,  will  kindly  give  it. — 
Chas.  a.  Shayi.or. 

Avon  (Bingfwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition.    Since  my  last  report  Mr.  R.  W.  Morant 
took  a  small  salmon  of  16lb.  on  the  Bisterne  water, 
and  one  of  311b.  has  been  taken  on  the  Avon 
Tyrrell  water.    A  good  number  of  fish  have  been 
een  both  in  the  Ringwood  and  Bisterne  water 
uring  the  last  few  days. — M.  W.  Hayter. 
Coin   (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  Several 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  a  strong  down-stream 
wind  continues,  which  makes  casting  very  difficult, 
althougii  there  has  been  a  very  good  rise  on  for  a 
short  time  most  days.    A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  in  fairly   good  condition  for  April.  The 
swallows  were  first  seen  on  March  30. — Chas. 
Powell. 
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''  Cornish  Streams. — Trout  fishing  has  been  quiet 
rluring  the  past  week.  On  the  canal  fairly  good 
basliets  liave  been  made  by  Messrs.  Bourn,  Long, 
Kelly,  and  River,  Mr.  Armstrong  got  six  t'out  in 
the  .«ame  stream,  three  of  which  weighed  31b. 
lliere  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  time  on  this  liver 
during  the  season.  The  annual  complaints  aie 
being  made  against  the  Fowey  Conservators  who 
selfishly  decline  to  issue  short  period  licences  and 
mulct  the  visiting  fisher  in  a  whole  season's  licence, 
even  if  he  only  fishes  one  day,  or  hour.  On  the  more 
eastern  streams  sport  has  only  been  fair,  although 
the  waters  are  in  excellent  condition  — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Shoreham,  etc.). — Theie  is  plenty  of 
water,  but  the  effects  of  the  flood  are  entirely  past. 
The  trout  seem  plentiful,  and  prospects  ate  fail  ly 
good  on  Darenth  generally. — J.  Paul  T.aylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  still 
keeping  up  fairly  high,  but  during  the  past  week  a 
good  many  rods  have  been  out  and  have  been 
rewarded  with  good  sport.  On  March  30,  Mr. 
Wright,  of  Buckfaatleigh.  had  a  splendid  basket  of 
four  dozen  ;  Mr.  R.  P.  Marshall,  two  dozen  ;  Mr. 
W.  r.  Tullit,  one  dozen  ;  and  Messrs.  E.  and  H.  T. 
Distin  also  had  six  brace  apiece.  Mr.  Edbrook  has 
also  landed  a  nice  salmon,  and  on  March  31  Mr. 
Dawson  had  a  141b.  fish  in  the  upper  waters,  whilst 
Capt.  Ryan,  of  Paignton,  landed  a  51b.  fish  and 
hooked  another,  which  he  was  not  successful  in 
landing.  On  April  3,  Mr.  Jackson  had  two  salmon 
in  the  upper  waters,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  a 
basket  oi  fifteen  trout. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Good  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  Taw  on  the  opening  of  the  season,  Mr. 
Harding,  a  well-known  Crediton  angler,  landing  two 
splendid  salmon,  one  of  which  was  nearly  201b.,  and 
gave  nearly  two  hours'  sport;  Mr.  Pope,  of  Spence 
Coombe,  also  had  two  fish;  and  Mr.  S.  Pope,  of 
Exeter,  also  had  a  couple.  On  the  Little  Dart,  Mr. 
F.  Maunder  took  a  couple  of  dozen  trout,  and  Mr. 
W.  Radford  had  a  dozen  and  a  half.  The  waters  of 
the  Okement,  Torridge,  and  Lew  have  been  falling, 
and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  found  a  good  lot  of 
fish  in  the  streams.  On  the  Torridge,  Dr.  Whipham 
secured  a  nice  salmon.  The  water  on  the  Carey  has 
been  clear  and  fish  have  been  scarce. — Devonian. 
'  Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  fact  that  during 
the  past  few  days  rain  has  fallen  in  but  sparse 
quantities  the  water  is  becoming  somewhat  low;  a 
copious  spate  would  again  prove  beneficial  to  the 
river.  During  the  week  several  rods  have  been  out, 
but  the  takes  generally  have  been  of  a  moderate 
nature.  A  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken  on  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river,  one  gentleman,  whose 
name  did  not  transpire,  being  reported  to  have 
taken  some  nice  trout  on  Wednesday,  whilst  others 
have  been  successful  in  effecting  small  takes  at 
different  periods  of  the  week.  The  prospects  at  the 
time  of  writing  are  only  modeiate.  Sea  fishing 
continues  to  supply  very  indifferent  results,  the 
takes  being  so  meagre,  and  the  conditions  prevailing 
so  adverse,  that  but  few  anglers  are  attempting  this 
branch  of  the  sport. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)  — Fair  catches  of 
salmon  and  trout  have  been  made  near  Cowley, 
Brampford  Speke,  Stoke  Canon,  and  Up  Exe,  the 
best  flies  for  the  latter  being  Blue  Upiight,  Half 
Stone,  and  Blue  Dun.  Some  nice  trout  have  also 
been  caught  in  the  Greedy.  At  Marsh  Mills  weir, 
on  April  2,  Mr.  Coombe  saw  an  otter  disporting 
himself,  and  his  capture  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasuie 
of  recording  at  an  early  date,  and  the  gent  is 
universally  voted  "not  wanted."  Some  bass  and 
pollack  have  been  seen  at  Exmouth  pier,  and  good 
catches  of  the  latter  have  been  made. — Red 
Palmeb. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey),  —  Cold 
wind  with  total  absence  of  the  natural  fly.  Some 
decent  sport  was,  however,  obtained.  Mr,  Jervis, 
eleven  fish,  averaging  |lb.  ;  Mr.  Nixon,  Bangor, 
three,  averaging  fib. ;  Mr.  Falcon,  Manchester, 
eleven,  averaging  fib.;  Captain  Springer,  seven, 
averaging  ilb.  ;  Mr.  Edwards,  J. P.,  Holyhead,  six, 
averaging  ^Ib.  ;  Mr.  Hall,  Liverpool,  and  the  wiiter, 
from  a  boat  on  April  1,  six,  best  two  fish  I|lb. 
each,  the  others  averaging  |lb,  A  few  hot  days  are 
required  to  bring  out  the  flies.  The  lake  is  full  of 
fresh  water,  and  prospects  are  very  promising. — 
W.  H. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Between  now  and  May 
1  the  river  is  closed  to  angling  of  any  kind,  but  on 
that  date  trout  and  eels  can  be  taken  with  rod  and 
line,  and  as  the  last  named  devour  much  coarse  fish 
(and  trout)  spawn,  the  more  caught  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  fishery.  The  cold  winds  have  kept  the 
trout  down  this  week. — Izaak  Walton. 

Jtugg  and  Arxow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  getting  into  good  order  for  fishing. 
Trout  have  not  been  moving  freely  ;  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  have  tried  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red  and  March  Brown,  and  .several  nice  fish  landed. 
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Otter  (Budleigfh  Salterton). — The  season  for  the 
best  preserved  portion  of  th's  liver — that  of  the 
Rolle  Estate — opened  on  April  1.  A  good  number 
of  rods  were  out.  The  river  was  in  excellent  order, 
and  the  weather  theoretically  favourable,  but  sport 
was  not  good.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  water,  near 
Ti|)ton  and  Newton,  some  nice  catches  were  made — 
one  of  seven  brace  and  another  of  six  brace  of  fish, 
avei aging  rather  less  than  |lb.,  but  these  were  all 
taken  on  the  sunk  fly.  There  was  not  throughout 
the  day  any  real  rise  i  f  fly  and  surface  feeding. 
Lower  down  the  river,  about  Otterton,  the  fish 
seem  to  have  moved  less  than  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  the  best  taVe  to  any  one  rod  was  four  brace. 
Considering  the  time  of  year  this  is  far  from  satis- 
facto'  y. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  waters  are  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  week. 
Several  salmon  have  been  taken,  and  some  on  the 
Meavy  and  Tavy  hooked  but  broke  away,  so  we 
are  not  able  to  say  whether  they  are  fresh  run  or 
not.  There  are,  however,  some  fresh  run  ones  in 
the  lower  waters. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury)  The  streams  are  running 

down  into  nice  order,  and  spinning  for  trout  is  now 
possible,  also  worm  fishing  in  the  well-stocked 
private  brooks.  A  few  fish  have  been  caught  on 
natural  minnow  by  spinning  in  various  parts  of  the 
Severn,  but  the  fish  are  not  easily  located.  Best 
flies  include  March  Brown  (yellow  body)  and 
Feb:uaiy  Red. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  unfavourable  weather  for  angling 
still  prevails  in  tliis  neighbourhood,  and  gusty 
winds  from  the  north  west  with  frequent  and  very 
cold  showers  of  rain  and  sleet  still  keep  these  rivers 
out  of  condition  and  above  their  average  level,  so 
that  few  anglei  s  have  been  at  the  water  side,  and 
all  agree  as  to  the  paucity  of  sport,  nor  does  there 
appear  at  the  time  of  writing  to  be  any  prospect  of 
an  immediate  cliange  for  the  better. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — I  have 
had  two  letters  tl  is  week  f.  om  readers  respecting 
free  trout  fishing  in  Sussex.  The  rivers  Ouse,  Arun 
and  Adur  hold  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  a 
strt  11  by  the  water  side  spotting  the  larger  fish  will 
not  be  wasted  as  a  preliminary.  All  the  feeders 
of  the  rivers  hold  small  trout,  but  per- 
mi-sion  is  necessary  from  the  landowners.  The 
Rot'  er  holds  gord  trcut,  but  the  water  is  in 
most  districts  let  to  London  clubs.  The  western 
streams  fetch  high  rentals,  and  free  fishing,  except 
in  the  rivers  noted,  is  not  available.  The  harbour 
at  Chiehe  ter  is  now  a  resoit  for  anglers,  and  during 
the  week  from  four  to  six  dozen  smelt  have  been 
tnken  each  tide.  Warmer  weather  will  bring  the 
bass  on,  a  number  having  wintered  in  the  harbour. 
FlatGsh  and  plaice  have  given  sport  in  the  lower 
reaches. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — After  the  rain  at  end  of 
h  st  week  the  water  is  in  grand  order.  An  181b. 
salmon  wa^  caught  on  Apiil  4  and  others  seen. 
Not  veiy  good  baskets  of  trout  lately,  the  fish  seem 
to  be  lottom  feeding;  but  with  fine  weather  some 
good  catches  should  be  made  with  this  water.  Fish 
up  to  21b.  each  were  brought  in  on  Friday, 
March  31.— Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  a 
nice  Idvel  with  a  slight  stain  in  it,  which  should  clear 
away  by  tie  end  of  the  week.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  of  late  and  have  used  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  and  February  Red,  which  aie  ;the  best 
flies.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  worm,  and 
some  nice  trout  landed.  Fishing  under  Whitclifre 
on  Monday,  several  good  trout  were  taken  with  the 
fly.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  a  few  fair  sized 
fish  were  caught  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  A  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  but  sport 
has  not  been  good.  Several  very  nice  trout  have 
been  taken,  but  the  unsettled  weather  is  against 
good  sport. — Worcester 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  is  in  good  fishing  order,  and  the 
boisterous  weather  of  the  last  week  has  enabled  a 
fine  lot  of  salmon  to  pass,  and  all  round  angling  is 
in  full  swing.  Mr.  Newton,  as  far  up  as  Elteringham, 
killed  a  fresh-run  fish  of  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dixon, 
Ovingham,  killed  one  of  7|lb. ;  Mr.  Robson,  Cor- 
bridge,  one  good  fish.  Several  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  killed,  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Gosforth, 
on  the  George  Hotel  water,  with  worm  and 
fly,  killed  nine  tiout.  I  also  heard  of  a  fine 
basket  of  thirty  t;out  being  killed  on  the  Wylam 
stretch  of  the  Tyne,  the  lure  was  worm.  Whittle 
Dene  fishery  opened  on  April  1,  with  a  good  muster 
of  anglers  ;  weather  cold,  and  sport  only  poor.  On 
April  3  Mr.  Sliarp,  of  Ovington,  killed  a  fine  basket 
of  fifteen.  This  fishery  is  known  for  good-sized  fish 
and  full  of  game,  being  not  an  uncommon  thing  to 
get  two-pounders.  The  Coquet  is  in  good  fishing 
order.    Fishing  Irom  the  Sun  Hotel,  Warkworth, 


Mr.  Mills  and  friends,  of  Newcastle,  killed  one  fish, 
8|lb.,  also  a  few  tnut. — Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny bridge), — Rive  s 
are  now  in  very  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  The 
rivers  during  the  last  few  weeks  have  been  rather 
high  for  fly  fishing,  but  with  fine  weather  now  I 
think  there  will  be  some  good  sport  had  with  the 
trout.  The  best  killing  flies  are  the  same  as  usual, 
March  Brown  as  a  favourite,  and  Light  and  Da  k 
Blues  and  Quill  Gnat. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  lUfkt. — -The  river  has  now  settled  down 
again,  and  is  in  capital  condition  for  both  the 
salmon  and  tr 'ut  angler.  It  is  rather  re  narka"  le, 
however,  that  while  the  water-  is  in  such  goo  1  orde  ■ 
more  fish  have  not  be  n  taken,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  attribute  a  cause  for  this.  On  Friday  (March 
31),  Maior  Trevor  landed  a  9-pounder  in  the 
Upper  Pandy,  and  Captain  Phillips  had  one  of 
201b.  in  the  Rock  P^ol.  Messrs.  G.  Edmunds,  jun., 
and  J.  Pitt  had  each  the  misfortune  to  hook 
and  lose  a  salmon  in  the  town  water,  the  former 
being  broke  in  one.  The  same  day  Major  Trevor 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies  also  lost  a  fish  in  the  Bindings. 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bride  accounted  for  a 
salmon  101b.  in  weight.  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards, 
Usk,  fishing  in  the  Wye,  on  Monday,  April  3, 
was  very  fortunate,  he  having  killed  a  fine  fish 
weighing  401b.  The  following  are  the  successful 
trout  angler  s  :  Thursday,  March  30,  Mr.  R.  St,  John 
Beasley,  7  J  brace  ;  Mr,  J,  H,  Curtis,  two  brace  ;  Mr, 
A.  Weare,  2|  brace.  Friday,  March  31,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Curtis,  2i  brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  3 J  brace; 
Sergt.-Inst.  Johnstone,  2^  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun., 
6^  brace.  Saturday,  April  1,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  4 
brace;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  5  brace.  Monday,  April 
3,  Mr.  F.  Watkins,  2|  brace.  Tuesday,  April  4, 
Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  6  brace. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  fined  down  a  great  deal,  but  are  still  too  high 
for  successful  fly  fishing.  The  best  mode  of  fishing 
at  this  season  of  the  year  is  spinning  a  minnow 
(natural  preferred)  or  bottom  fishing  with  dock 
grubs  and  worms  for  bait — whei  e  these  baits  are 
allowed.  There  is  a  nice  lot  of  trout  to  be  seen  at 
the  sides  and  on  the  shallows  when  the  water  is 
clear.  I  only  hear  of  a  few  trout  being  taken  at 
present,  the  dock  grub  being  the  best  bait.  The 
prospect  is  not  very  rosy,  as  there  is  a  strong 
northerly  wind  blowing,  "#hich  is  very  much  against 
fiy  fishing.  Flies:  Cock  Winged  Dun,  February 
Red,  March  Brown,  and  Olive  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — The  river  may  now  be  said 
to  be  in  good  condition  for  fishing.  Salmon  are  on 
the  move,  and  I  have  heard  of  several  being  caught 
in  the  lower  reaches  with  the  minnow.  Several  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  be -n  taken,  the  most  profitable 
baits  being  the  Green  Tail  and  the  Cockwing,  as 
well  as  the  March  Brown.  Grayling  have  also  been 
taken  in  the  River  Monnow,  and  dace,  roach,  and 
chub  are  feeding  well,  especially  roach.  Just  now 
pike  are  very  keen  and  several  fine  ones  have  been 
taken  this  week.  The  prospects  are  distinctly  good 
for  excellent  fishing  for  a  time. — Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — These  rivers  were  freshened  very 
considerably  on  Sunday,  the  Yore  particularly,  and 
they  are  now  in  nice  trim  for  fly  fishing.  The  March 
Brown  is  on  the  river,  and  a  few  nice  fish  rose  to  it. 
In  the  dist  icts  of  Tanfield  and  Ripon  this  fly  has 
done  remarkably  well.  On  April  1,  Mr.  Steele,  jun., 
had  nice  sport  for  a  couple  of  hours  with  the  fly. 
Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  lower  reaches.  Sport 
on  the  Swale  has  ruled  slow,  and  up  to  now  little 
has  been  done  on  any  of  the  tributary  streams. 
A  231b.  salmon  has  already  been  caught  at  Naburn, 
on  the  Ouse.  The  prospects  for  the  present  season 
of  salmon  fishing  in  the  river  are  regarded  unfavour- 
ably by  fishenrren.  The  dry  season  experienced 
last  year  is  held  largely  responsible  for  this  state  of 
affairs,  as  the  waters  of  the  river  \yere  consequently 
full  of  "  war  p,  '  which  killed  scores  of  very  fine  fish. 
A  young  whale  was  taken  from  the  Ouse  near  Naburn 
on  April  1.  Quite  a  thousand  people  have  paid  a 
visit  to  see  it  at  Selby  :  so  great  is  the  interest  in  the 
capture  that  it  is  proposed  to  show  the  fish  in  other 
towns.  The  Wharfe  has  been  running  in  very  nice 
trim ;  in  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  ruled  only 
moderate  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods, 
and  Ilkley.  At  the  latter  place  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out.  A  few  brace  of  fish  have  been 
caught  with  fly.  In  the  new  lengths  which  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  have  acquired,  a  good  many 
rods  were  out  at  Pool  and  Weeton:  a  few 
baskets,  ranging  from  four  to  six  brace  were  got, 
chiefly  with  spinning  the  natural  minnow.  Several 
of  the  fish  weighed  from  1  lb.  to  21b.,  the  most 
successful  anglers  being  Messrs.  Basley,  J.  Grassham, 
W.  Grassham,  and  J.  Hirst.  Prospects  for  next 
week  are  ver  y  encouraging,  as  most  of  our  streams 
are  in  excellent  ply  for  fiy  fishing.  Best  flies  are 
March  Br..wn,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Purple  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 

MiLLHK. 
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Beaaly. — The  weather  has  been  very  cold  in  the 
Beauly  district  during  the  past  week,  and  every 
morning  the  surrounding  hills  have  been  heavily 
coated  with  snow.  There  has  also  been  showers  of 
hail.  Notwithstanding  these  drawbacl^s,  some  very 
nice  baskets  have  been  creeled  by  the  Moniaoh 
Castle  rod,  the  heaviest  being  121b  ,  the  trout 
ranging  from  lOoz.  up  to  21b.  On  the  tidal  waters 
the  Beaufort  Castle  rod  had  several  trout  from  |lb. 
up  to  l|lb.  All  the  trout  were  in  capital  condition. 
The  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  Farley  House,  had  also 
some  fair  baskets.  Salmon  angling  started  on  the 
Home  beat  of  the  Castle  waters  by  Mr.  Young  and 
party,  who  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel,  and  who  lease  these  prolific  waters 
for  April,  on  April  I.  The  water  was  in  very  good 
condition,  and  the  pools  well  stocked.  Two  beauti- 
ful clean-run  salmon  of  lOlb.  and  91b.  were  landed, 
while  two  more  were  lost  after  several  minutes' 
play.  Capital  sport  is  anticipated,  for  rain  fell 
heavily  during  April  1  and  2,  and  a  big  run  of 
salmon  and  trout  is  expected.  Further  up  the  glen 
the  reports  of  brown  trout  prospects  on  loch  and 
river  in  the  Cannich  district  are  of  the  rosiest 
description. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  the  Double 
Pot  pool  in  Liddle,  below  Penton  Bridge,  Mr.  Thos. 
Steele  landed  a  beautiful  spring  salmon  which  scaled 
17^1b.,  and  in  the  same  water  Mr.  Whitfield  creeled 
a  dozen  nice  yellow  trout  in  good  condition ;  while 
some  local  anglers  have  had  moderate  catches  of 
bur  n  trout  in  the  lower  Liddle  water.  The  "  haafers  " 
at  the  Bowness  fishings  on  the  Solway  have  made 
fairly  good  hauls  of  spring  fish  of  medium  weight, 
and  the  fishermen  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  estuary 
have  been  moderately  successful.  Sea-trout  are 
beginning  to  nm  in  the  Firth,  and  several  have  been 
taken  in  the  stake  nets  weighing  from  l|lb.  to  21b. 
Both  the  draught  and  poke  nets  have  had  spring 
salmon.  A  sea-trout  has  been  caught  in  Langholm 
water,  and  several  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  made  by  local  anglers,  both  in  the  Esk  and  in 
Ewes  water.  In  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  Mr. 
W.  W.  Chambers  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  121b. 
Fishing  in  Mr.  Makant's  stretch  of  the  Netherby 
water,  Mr.  W.  Read  landed  a  salmon  of  121b.  A 
small  salmon  was  taken  in  the  Cauldron  pool.  A 
few  yellow  trout  have  been  got  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Black  and  White  Esk,  about  eight  miles  above 
Langholm.  Mr.  C.  Barlow,  Langholm,  creeled 
eighteen  trout  on  March  30,  and  caught  eight  on  the 
following  day,  aU  with  March  Brown  fly;  and  Mr. 
W.  A.  J ackson  had  a  basket  of  three  dozen.  Fishing 
in  Berrill's  Weir,  Mr.  W.  Chambers  had  a  salmon  on 
March  31.  Mr.  Monkhouse  had  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr. 
A.  Bell,  Longtown,  landed  a  salmon  below  Bridge, 
but  it  proved  an  unseasonable  fish  and  was  put 
back.  Yellow  trout  fishing  may  be  said  to  have 
commenced  in  earnest,  both  in  the  tributaries  and 
in  the  parent  rivers.  In  the  middle  and  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  fairly  good  takes  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  made.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  of  the 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  considers 
the  angling  outlook  on  the  Esk  to  be  very  favourable 
on  account  of  the  vast  improvement  in  the  river 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  now  that  ready  and 
rapid  communication  with  and  access  to  the  various 
waters  under  the  control  of  the  Fisheries  Association 
are  so  much  easier  than  heretofore,  Mr.  Douglas 
ventures  to   predict  a  good  season's  angling. — 

GlLNOCKIlS. 

Carrou  (Easter  Koss  Ardgay,  N.B.)- — During 
the  past  week  sport  was  rather  at  a  low  ebb  owing 
to  bright  sunshine,  keen  frost,  and  low  water.  Since 
last  reported  the  takes  have  been  as  follows  : — On 
March  28,  Mr.  Buxton,  on  Col.  Piatt's  rod,  had  an 
81b.  salmon  on  Gruinards  water,  and  on  March  31, 
a  9-pounder.  Messrs.  Oakley,  Duplessis,  and  party 
arrived  on  Saturday  afternoon  (April  1),  and  in  the 
evening  caught  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  Balnagowan 
water,  and  on  April  3  they  landed  a  lO-pounder.  On 
April  4,  conditions  were  very  promising  to  anglers, 
but  the  net  fishers  at  the  estuary  are  still  very  un- 
fortunate in  their  calling.  Although  the  Skibo  net- 
tings have  been  diligently  prosecuted,  it  is  said  that 
only  three  salmon  have  been  caught  up  to  date 
(April  4).  The  takes  on  the  Balnagowan  fishings  on 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  still  unremunerative, 
whilst  those  on  Mr.  Anderson's  Invercharron  fishings 
are  almost  nil.  With  favourable  conditions  the 
brown  trout  angling  on  Fearn,  Garvary,  and  Kin- 
cardine streams  promise  well. — B. 

Deveron  (BanfiTshire). — Anglers  have  experi- 
enced more  favoiirable  weather  during  the  past 
week  than  they  have  done  since  the  commencement 
of  the  season.  The  water  is  also  in  good  condition, 
although  somewhat  mixed.  Several  fish  have  been 
killed  on  the  Corniehaugh,  Marnoch,  and  other 
waters  of  an  average  weight  of  61b.  to  91b.  Some 
fine  sea- trout  have  also  been  got  on  the  lower  waters  ; 
one  caught  by  an  angler  on  the  tidal  water  was 
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badly  marked  by  a  seal,  a  couple  of  wliich  are  still 
to  be  seen  a  short  distance  from  the  entrance  to 
the  river.  Very  few  salmon  are  running  meantime, 
and  the  fewness  of  them  in  the  river  is  also  felt  by 
the  net  fishermen,  whose  total  for  the  season  is 
far  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  At  the  net 
stations  along  the  coast  a  few  salmon  are  caught 
daily,  but  the  heavy  swell  on  the  sea  is  in 
a  great  measure  accountable  for  them  not  draw- 
ing near  the  shore.  The  salmon  are  gaining 
in  weight,  the  average  being  91b.  They  are  of 
capital  quality,  and  the  price  per  pound  is  about  3s. 
Grilse  have  made  their  appearance  very  early  this 
season,  the  first  of  which  was  got  in  a  bag-net  in 
the  sea  on  the  last  day  of  March.  This  is  six  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year,  and  is  the  earliest  on  record 
for  at  least  twenty-five  years.  It  weighed  2pb., 
the  same  weight  as  the  first  grilse  got  in  the  river  last 
year  in  the  middle  of  May.  A  large  box  of  fish  left 
on  April  3  for  the  market.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steel  arrived 
at  Montcoffer  House  on  April  1,  and  Colonel  Morgan 
Payler  and  M*.  Morgan  Payler  arrived  at  Auchin- 
toul  House  on  April  3.  Last  week  there  was  landed 
at  Whitehills,  near  Banff,  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
Northern  Ribbon  fish.  It  was  found  by  Mr.  Watson, 
foreman  of  the  salmon  fishing  station,  entangled  in 
a  net.  Mr.  Lemmon,  taxidermist,  Banff,  is  pre- 
paring it  for  preservation.  It  measured  3ft.  Gin. 
long,  and  is  of  a  bright  silvery  colour.  A  similar 
fish  was  washed  ashore  not  far  from  the  same  place 
a  year  ago. — H.  W. 

Garry. — His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who,' 
during  March  and  April,  has  such  splendid  sport  on 
the  Garry,  has  had,  along  with  two  friends,  almost 
record  angling  there  during  the  latter  ten  days  of 
March.  In  ten  and  a  half  days'  angling  they  had 
forty-eight  splendid  salmon,  aggregating  the  extra- 
ordinary weight  of  9491b.,  or  the  high  average  of 
191b.  12|oz.  each.  One  of  the  fish  was  a  beauty  of 
41  lb.,  and  so  well  shaped  that  it  seems  a  pity  that 
no  cast  of  him  was  preserved.  His  Grace,  with  his 
customary  generosity,  apportioned  the  fish  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Glen  Garry.  This  salmon  is  the 
heaviest  landed  on  the  river  within  living  memory. 
The  following  are  the  recorded  takes  for  the  ten 
and  a  half  days: — March  10,  four;  11th,  three; 
13th,  nine;  14th,  six;  15th  (half  day),  one;  21st, 
seven ;  22nd,  seven  ;  23rd,  three  ;  24th,  four ;  25th, 
three ;  26th,  one.  This  is  the  best  fishing  so  far 
recorded  anywhere  in  the  north  this  season,  and 
what  makes  the  take  all  the  more  remarkable  is  the 
extraordinary  average  weight  of  the  fish.— A.  R. 

Locli  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.) — On  March  28, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  one  salmon,  181b.  ; 
on  March  30,  Mr.  F.  A.  Aslen  Alyth  had  a  salmon 
of  81b.  On  April  1,  Mr.  R.  M.  Logan,  Petersfield, 
Hants,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  191b.,  and  Mr.  R. 
Hunt,  Liverpool,  one  of  171b. — S.  Tilston. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.). — On  April  1,  on 
reserved  water,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  caught  a 
salmon  of  181b.  On  April  3,  on  the  hotel  water, 
Mrs.   Knight   caught   a  salmon  of  381b.  —  Wm. 

KfJIGHT. 

Locli  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  30,  Mr.  F. 
J.  LythaU  landed  two  salmon,  15lb.  and  161b.  On 
March  31,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lythall,  two,  171b.  and  151b.; 
Colonel  Strachan,  one,  141b.  On  April  1,  Mr.  Knight, 
one,  181b.  On  April  3,  Colonel  Strachan,  one,  201b. 
On  April  4,  Colonel  Strachan,  one,  161b. ;  Colonel 
Simmons,  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  P.  Ross,  eighteen  trout, 
9Jlb.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  March  31,  Mr.  George  Davies,  Edinburgh, 
had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  151b.,  and  Mr. 
Macpherson,  Ayrshire,  one  of  261b.  on  April  1,  Mr. 
Davies  had  one  of  161b.,  Colonel  Bulpett,  Derby, 
had  one  of  151b.,  and  Mr.  Menzies,  Edinburgh,  had 
one  of  17  Jib. — R.  Stewart. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Mr.  J.  Edwards  Moss,  London,  has  had  fairly  good 
sport  so  early  in  the  season.  To  his  own  rod  he 
has  landed  about  twenty  salmon,  four  of  which 
weighed  121b.,  141b.,  161b.,  and  201b.,  all  heavy  for 
the  Oykell.  On  Wednesday  (March  29),  he  landed 
two  salmon  of  81b.  and  201b. ;  on  March  30,  an 
8-pounder;  and  on  March  31,  two,  weighing  7|lb. 
and  8Jlb.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the 
prospects  were  encouraging. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — All  our  Border  r  ivers  of 
the  Solway  have  again  been  disturbed  with  more 
floods,  and  with  the  unsettled  conditions  of  the 
weather  and  waters  angling  has  been  most  dis- 
appointing. There  has  been  a  better  rise  of  fly  this 
week,  and  yellow  trout  are  beginning  to  improve. 
Sea-trout  are  making  a  fair  show  in  the  Solway  nets 
this  week,  but  salmon  are  rather  scarce  at  the 
different  fisheries  along  the  shores.  The  Arman 
has  been  much  disturbed  with  the  excessive  rains, 
and  the  water  has  only  been  fishable  with  fly  for 
one  day.  On  March  30  Mr.  James  Loudon,  spinning 
with  a  Silver  Devon  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Spittal 
Pool,  landed  an  extra  fine  clean-run  spring  salmon 
of  about  171b.    The  same  angler  hooked  and  lost 
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one  on  April  1  (at  night)  in  the  Howes  Pool,  and 
on  April  3  he  hooked  and  lost  a  good  fish. 
Tiie  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  fishing  the  small  fly  on 
April  3  in  Sir  R.  W.  B.  Jardine's  portion  at 
Blaoketlees,  landed  two  or  three  yellow  trout  with 
Greenwell's  Glory.  The  Dumfries  Nith, — This 
river  has  been  in  more  or  less  spate  for  several  days 
and  there  has  been  little  or  no  sport  to  record. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Little  or  no  sport  has 
been  obtained  in  the  rivers  of  this  district,  and  one 
of  the  rivers  has  not  vet  opened  for  the  season. 
The  very  wet  weather  has  kept  the  various  rivers 
of  the  Stewartry  in  an  up  and  down  state,  and 
the  waters  have  only  been  fit  for  worm  and 
spinning  lures.  Nothing  has  been  done  on  the 
lochs  of  the  district.  Few  rods  have  so  far  been  out. 
The  Ayr.shire  Rivers  ano  Lochs. — Floods  have 
been  general  and  not  much  sport  is  reported  from 
any  of  the  rivers  in  this  district.  Mr.  Macdonald, 
of  the  Eglinton,  Dalmellington,  sends  me  his 
annual  report  of  the  prospects  of  Loch  Doon,  Ayr- 
shire. Through  liis  efforts  the  loch  is  now  strictly 
looked  after  to  prevent  night  poaching.  There  is 
some  good  pike-fishing  on  other  lochs,  clos3  to  t  he 
village  to  be  had  for  the  asking. — Heatheebell  • 

Tay. — Throughout  the  past  week  the  river  ^as 
been  running  high.  Fishing  the  Stanley  wa*^  r, 
Colonel  Edward  S.  May  killed  on  March  30  one  fish 
of  91b.  On  31st  a  splendid  fish  of  341b.  and 
another  of  17lb.,  and  on  April  1  one  of  15lb.,  while 
Mr.  Stone  killed  one  fish  of  211b.  on  the  4th. 
Captain  Milburne,  fishing  Lower  Battleby  water 
on  March  29,  had  one  fish  of  8|lh.  Four  fish 
of  201b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  14lb.  were  killed  on 
the  upper  section  of  Murthly  Castle  water  during 
the  past  week.  The  boatman,  fishing  Delvine  water 
on  March  29,  landed  one  fish  of  201b.,  while  on  the 
upper  reaches  Mr.  John  A.  Park  had  one  fish  of  171b. 
on  Upper  Dunkeld  on  March  30,  and  another  of 
151b.  on  Lower  Dunkeld  on  April  1.  Fishing 
Grand tuUy  Castle,  on  March  31,  Capt.  J.  H.  Baldwin 
got  one  fish  of  181b.  On  the  River  Tummel, 
Faskally  stretch,  Mr.  N.  Macdonald  had  one  fish  of 
161b.  on  March  31  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  four  fine  fish 
of  261b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  15|lb.  on  April  1  ;  and 
Mr.  Michael  E.  Stevens,  two  fish  of  181b.  and  U^lb. 
on  April  3 ;  while  on  the  river  Lyon,  Fortingall 
Hotel  water,  Mr.  Davies  had  two  fish  of  181b.  and 
151b.  on  March  31,  and  another  of  161b.  on  April  1. 
Mr.  Macpherson  had  one  fish  of  261b.  on  March  31, 
and  Colonel  Bullpett  one  of  151b.,  and  Mr.  Menzies 
one  of  17^1b.  on  April  1. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Twice  since  last  report  both  the  Tweed  and  Teviot 
came  down  in  flood  to  the  extent  of  from  2ft.  to  4ft., 
but  cold  and  boisterous  weather  has  been  against 
angling.  On  April  1,  at  Upper  Floors,  Mr.  Wm. 
Forrest  killed  two  salmon,  and  Mr.  Forrest,  sen.,  one 
at  Hendersyde  and  Sprouston.  Several  fish  have  been 
killed,  but  details  not  to  hand.  At  Birgham,  on 
April  4,  Lord  Gilford  caught  two  salmon  of  81b.  and 
71b.,  and  Lord  Home,  two  of  9Jlb.  each.  Mr.  Jas.  Tait 
on  Ednam  House  water,  fishing  with  fly  on  April  4, 
had  three  salmon  9|lb.,  9|lb.,  and  7|lb.  Several 
fish  have  been  caught  both  on  the  Mertoun  and 
Carham  stretches.  Trout  fishing  is  not  of  much 
consequence  yet,  the  weather  being  very  cold,  and 
very  few  flies  on  the  water.  Several  good  baskets 
have  been  got,  but  mostly  by  the  professional 
angler  with  bait. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway). — Fair  weather 
generally  for  fishing  has  prevailed  during  the  last 
week.  Mr.  Richard  Berridge  secured  two  spring 
salmon  of  12pb.  and  131b. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  smaller  streams, 
such  as  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlen,  and  Comber, 
kept  low,  although  plenty  of  rain  fell,  and  only  a 
few  small  trout  in  indifferent  condition  were  taken 
on  the  fly.  The  Cros-gar  is  in  fine  order,  and  since 
last  report  several  members  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  had  decent  baskets,  the  best  recorded 
one  being  twenty-four  fish.  Smolts  are  dropping 
down  the  Comber,  Crossgar,  and  other  co.  Down 
rivers,  and  are  very  troublesome  to  anglers.  The 
Ulster  anglers  have  arranged  to  hold  a  trout  fishing 
competition  on  the  Maine  on  Easter  Monday. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh.  co.  Tyrone). — The  Ballin- 
derry  was  disturbed  by  the  broken  weather,  and  the 
cold  weather  of  this  week  tended  towards  keeping 
the  trout  rising  readily  to  the  fly.  About  the 
Ardhea  and  Coagh  reaches  bait  fishers  were  suc- 
cessful in  the  coloured  water.  Below  Coagh  there 
are  numbers  of  kelt  salmon  still  in  the  holes  and 
pools,  and  these  are  as  bad  as  pike  on  the  smaller 
fish.— J.  A.  B. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Showers  of  rain  and 
sleet  fell  at  intervals  through  the  week  and  the 
tributaries  were  kept  in  angling  volume,  but  not 
discoloured,  and  the  fly  continued  to  be  used. 
Baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the  Clough  and 
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Braid,  as  well  as  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Maine 
where  fish  have  been  rising  freely  to  the  March 
Brown.  The  Bann  has  fallen  six  inches  and  all  the 
flood  water  has  run  off,  and  the  shallows  at  Kilrea 
will  soon  be  in  order.  The  very  high  state  of  the 
river  will  cause  all  the  spring  salmon  to  pass  over 
the  weir  at  Caionroe  and  they  will  be  distributed 
over  the  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  stretches  where 
sport  wiU  be  had  much  earlier  than  in  years  when 
the  water  was  at  its  normal  level. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork). — Water  is  now  getting 
into  good  order  after  the  recent  floods.  Sport  on 
the  Careysville  fishery  has  been  excellent,  over 
•  sixty  fish  being  taken  during  the  week  by  Mr. 
Jameson  and  party.  On  the  Ballyhooly  water 
Capt.  Arkwright  had  three,  11  lb.,  181b.,  21  lb.  On 
the  Carrigacunna  water  at  KillavuUen,  R.  A.  Grove 
Annesley,  four,  11  lb.  to  171b.;  on  the  Ballyduff 
water,  J.  W.  Logan,  three,  91b.,  101b.,  lUb.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne^  (Navan). — Spoit  during  the  past  eight 
days  has"  been  decidedly  good  indeed  on  the  cele- 
brated Black  Castle  upper  water.  There  has  been 
a  recurrence  of  the  good  times  of  twenty  years  ago, 
not  only  have  the  fish  been  plentiful,  but  they  have 
also  been  exceptionally  heavy  for  the  time  of  year. 
On  this  water  the  take  for  the  eight  days  ending  on 
the  evening  of  April  4  has  been  as  follows : — Mr. 
Francis  Ley,  twenty-five,  of  30lb.,  281b.,  251b., 
231b.,  221b.,  211b.,  21  lb.,  21  lb.,  2Ilb..  201b.,  191b., 
191b.,  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  171b..  14|lb.,  12ilb.,  llilb., 
ll^lb.,  111b.,  111b.,  lOpb.,  9Jlb.,  and  7iib.  ;  Mr.  C. 
W.  Wright,  nine,  of  301b.,  231b.,  201b.,  181b.,  161b., 
151b.,  14Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  and  81b.  ;  Mrs.  Ley,  one,  321b. 
Another  guest  fishing  for  a  few  hours  only  had  five 
of  36pb.,  271b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  161b.,  making  a 
grand  total  for  the  eight  days  of  forty,  average  181b. 
each.  On  Lower  Black  Castle  the  lessees  have  been 
vinable  to  fish,  but  the  fisherman  fishing  for  a  day  or 
two  only  had  four  fish  of  291b.,  171b.,  161b.  and  11  lb. 
On  Ardmulchan  the  fisherman  had  several  from 
201b.  to  101b.,  but  owing  to  his  having  had  an 
accident,  has  not  been  fislaing  for  the  past  two  or 
three  days.  On  the  Blackwater  Mills  Fishery, 
Mr.  Sclater  has  had  several  fish  from  251b.  down  to 
101b.,  and  I  also  understand  several  fish  have  been 
taken  on  the  Stachallen,  Slane  Castle,  and  Beauparc 
Fisheries,  but  have  no  details.  The  successful  fishing 
is  attributed  to  the  very  dry  January  and  February, 
whereas  in  the  past  five  seasons  a  succession  of 
heavy  floods  in  Januai  y  have  brought  the  fish  into 
the  river  too  early,  and  they  ran  up  to  the  higher 
reaches  where  there  is  no  angling. — Claeet  Fly. J 

Buudrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  river  continues 
in  high  flood,  as  rain  has  again  been  falling  heavily 
in  this  locality.  T.  Gilroy  keeper)  landed  one 
salmon,  16|lb.,  on  March  30. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne   CBallysbaunon   and    Belleek)  —  The 

Erne  is  still  running  too  high  for  successful  trouting, 
yet  some  nice  trout  continue  to  be  taken,  and  the 
net  fishery  during  the  past  week  captured  a  number 
of  fine  big  fresh  i  im  salmon,  some  of  them  weighing 
up  to  291b.  This  promises  well  for  a  good  rod 
fishing  season  on  the  Eine  this  year,  when  the  rod 
fishing  begins  next  month  (May)  for  salmon. — 
M.  BoGAN  and  Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — We  have  had  another  week  of 
high  wind,  rain,  and  high  water,  consequently  there 
has  been  little  angling  done.  Mr.  J.  Lydon  landed 
one  salmon  of  14^1b.,  and  Mrs  J.  D.  Humphrys 
hooked,  played,  but  lost,  by  the  trace  breaking,  a 
large  fish  on  April  1.  There  have  been  two  very 
large  pike  killed  on  Lough  Corrib  during  the  past 
week,  one  of  481b.  and  the  other  401b.  They  were 
both  killed  by  Ned  McDonagh,  of  Porteragh.  The 
largest  one  was  weighed  in  the  presence  of  a  number 
of  witnesses.  Unfortunately  he  had  them  cut  up 
before  I  saw  them,  but  I  have  both  their  heads  in 
my  possession. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Killaruey.  —  Sport  continues  fairly  good  at 
salmon,  which  appear  to  be  very  numerous  here 
tliis  year.  Large  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  lakes,  several  of  the  fish  being  of  a 
good  size. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  fishing 
order  during  the  week  ;  sport  has  been  fair.  On 
Warrens  Court  water  Mr.  Andrew  Jameson  had 
nine  salmon,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  111b.,  11  lb.,  141b., 
151b.,  191b.;  on  Classas,  F.  M.  Leader,  three;  at 
Carrigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter,  five,  51b.,  51b., 
8Jlb.,  91b.,  91b. ;  on  Roove  fishery,  H.  Austen,  B.L., 
three,  81b.,  101b.,  131b.;  and  Mr.  Daly,  one,  81b.; 
on  Nadrid,  Colonel  Sandiford,  one,  71b.  ;  on  Fargus, 
R.  W.  Sit  well,  one,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Halloran,  one 
7pb. ;  on  Clashaneur,  Alfred  Allen,  one,  151b.  ;  on 
Carbery  water,  Major-General  Dickins,  one,  22pb.  ; 
on  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  two,  81b.,  81b.  ;  on  the 
Powdermills,  J.  Walsh,  one,  22ilb. —  W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — During  the  week  the 
fishing  has  very  much  improved.    Mr.  Worthington 


had  six  on  March  29,  five  on  March  30,  and  four  on 
March  31,  largest  4pb.  On  March  30,  Mr.  Taylor 
had  six  splendid  fish,  largest  3|lb.  Sport  has  been 
fairly  good  during  March  ;  in  fact,  it  is  the  best 
season  we  have  had  for  a  long  time. — A. 

Lough  Coriib  (Kilheg,  co.  Galway).— During 
the  last  ten  days  a  few  local  fishermen  killed  79 
pike  weighing  5761b.,  largest  two  weighed  291b.  and 
301b.  respectively.  Trout  anglers  had  fair  sport 
the  few  days  they  were  out.  One  gentleman  in  a 
few  hours  to  his  own  rod  had  four  trout  weighing 
61b.    Prospects  for  next  week  good. — T.  M. 

Longh  Curraue,  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  following  are  details  of  the  sport  had  since 
last  report :— March  30,  Denis  Currane,  one  salmon, 
lOpb. ;  March  31,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt,  one,  12|lb. ; 
Stephen  T.  Huggard,  one  10|lb.  ;  April  1,  Denis 
Currane,  one  LS^lb.,  and  S.  T.  Huggard,  one  131b.  ; 
April  2,  Pat  Currane,  one  101b.  ;  Johnnv  Huggard, 
one  91b.  ;  John  Shea,  one  9|lb.,  and  James  Ted 
Sullivan,  one  S^b. ;  April  3,  J.  J.  ^Uivan,  one 
10|lb.  Sea-trout  are  arriving.  John  Tim  Sullivan 
had  one  on  March  29— a  fine  fish  of  3^1b.  This  is 
the  first  sea-trout  had  here  this  season. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  MelviUi — The  following  are  the  particulars 
for  the  past  week: — Colonel  Wade,  C.B.,  landed 
two  salmon,  101b.  and  81b.  ;  Colonel  Underwood, 
two,  8 Jib.  and  91b.  ;  Dr.  Barnett,  one,  11  lb.  Mr.  J.' 
Murry  took  nine  gillaroo  trout  on  March  31,  weigh- 
ing 8|lb.  Trout  rose  well  to  the  fly  during  the  past 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Son. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  

Sport  is  improving  on  the  above  waters,  which  are 
aU  in  order  now,  having  settled  down  after  a  long 
series  of  mountain  floods. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Balliua,  cc 
mayo). — The  river  is  rapidly  falling  and  water  in 
splendid  order.  Mr.  Wilson  on  April  4  lost  a  very 
fine  salmon  after  an  exciting  half- hour's  play.  Any 
anglers  for  the  coming  week  that  may  be  fishing 
the  Moy  should  have  nice  sport,  as  the  salmon 
weirs  at  Ballina  are  getting  good  numbers  daily. 
The  loughs  are  in  good  trim. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — There  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  river  this  week,  water  falling 
fast  and  clearing.  If  it  continues  we  may  look  out 
for  better  times  among  the  salmon  and  trout. 
There  was  a  nice  salmon  taken  on  April  2,  81b. 
The  fishing  on  Lough  Ree  has  been  fairly  good 
during  the  week.  Joe  Norton  took  fourteen  trout, 
26|lb.,  on  March  31,  three  of  which  were  over  51b. 
each.  In  another  week  everything  will  be  moie 
favourable  for  the  anglers. — Feank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  weather  has 
not  been  very  settled  during  the  week,  but  is  now 
more  satisfactory.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  one  salmon  13Jlb.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  C.  H. 
Darley  killed  one  salmon  131b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  four  salmon, 
12ilb.,  211b.,  31  lb.,  121b.  On  the  Summerhill 
fishery  Mr.  Greenhill  killed  two  salmon,  26ilb., 
20Jlb.  On  Prospect  the  fisherman  killed  two 
salmon,  141b.,  151b.  On  the  same  fishery  the  Earl 
of  Kingston  killed  two  salmon,  231b.,  231b. — John 
Eneight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
remainder  of  April  is  bound  to  fish  well,  and 
then  May  is  close  at  hand,  during  which  the 
Green  Drake  angling  on  Lough  Derg  will  make 
up  for  past  disappointments.  I  would  wish  to 
inform  my  Enghsh  angling  friends  that  I  can 
put  a  party  of  friends  up  for  the  May  fishing, 
including  my  own  private  water  in  the  salmon  and 
trout  portions,  and  all  of  Lough  Derg,  which  is  free. 
Trout  run  large  up  there,  and  are  within  ten 
minutes'  row  of  my  fishing  quarters  and  three 
minutes'  walk  of  the  section  of  the  salmon  and  trout 
beats  that  I  rent.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  afford  full 
particulars  to  any  gentlemen  who  may  care  to  write 
me. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (April  1). — The  luck  of  the  Stockalper 
seems  to  have  gone  astray  for  the  present.  On  two 
or  three  recent  occasions — in  weather  varying  from 
bright  to  dull  or  wet,  with  and  without  wind,  both 
in  the  upper  waters  and  below,  good  fishing  con- 
ditions being  apparently  present,  and  a  fair  supply 
of  natural  flies — four  or  five  good  anglers  failed  in 
almost  as  many  days  to  bring  anything  basketable 
to  bank.  On  the  Vaudois  water,  however,  early 
this  week,  one  of  them,  using  the  dry-fly,  had  more 
satisfaction,  having  taken  a  nice  dish  ot  seven  trout 
before  he  was  broken  by  a  large  one.  The  tront 
were  rising  well  that  day.  Since  then,  owing  to 
melting  snow,  all  the  waters  have  been  too  dirty 
for  fly  fishing  except  in  the  Eaufroid  stream,  but 
even  here  only  one  trout  was  risen  and  nothing 
caught.  The  fish  seem  most  strangely  capricious 
everywhere — for  days  little  or  nothing  is  seen,  and 
then  a  short,  sudden  rise  takes  place,  followed  by 
further  inaction. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  experienced 
but  little  sport  during  the  daytime  for  the  past 
ten  days,  and  night  fishing  has  not  generally 
proved  productive,  while  the  size  of  all  catches 
has  shown  a  material  falling  off  compared  with 
the  few  preceding  weeks.  The  water  still  retains  its 
unusual  clearness  at  the  pier  head,  and,  as  the 
upper  deck  is  not  now  available  to  fishermen, 
their  choice  of  place  is  very  limited.  On  March  31, 
Mr.  Larkman  took  a  few  dabs  and  a  small  pollack 
(the  first  of  its  species  taken  here  this  year),  and  Mr. 
A.  J.  Stait,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Mr.  Sidney  Coke  had  six 
codling  and  a  score  of  pouting  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Band  and  Mr.  Turner  bagged  a  few  fish  on  the 
morning  of  April  1,  and  Mr.  Baum  and  Mr.  Waddell 
secured  some  fair-sized  codling  a  few  hours  after 
sunset ;  Mr.  Tarling  and  Mr.  Oakshott  made  a  very 
poor  return  on  the  morning  of  April  2,  and  did  but 
little  better  in  the  evening.  On  Monday,  April  3, 
Mr.  Baum  experienced  very  fair  sport  throughout 
the  day,  and  left  the  pier  late  at  night  with  fifty- 
two  fish,  but  most  of  them  were  only  just  sizeable. 
Mr.  Tarling  and  Mr.  McCann  each  made  a  small 
return  after  dark.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Tuesday, 
April  4,  comprised  Rev.  E.  Vigers,  Mr.  Dyer, 
and  Mr.  Young,  but  these,  together  with  four 
local  anglers,  did  scarcely  anything  throughout 
the  entire  day.  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Band,  and 
Mr.  Young  fished  late  into  evening  hours,  and 
each  made  a  small  catch  of  codling  and  pouting. 
Only  one  rod  was  in  evidence  on  April  5,  and 
nothing  whatever  came  to  hand  in  the  course  of 
the  forenoon. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Manx  Coast. — The  spring  pollack  have  come 
in,  and  sport  with  the  sea-rod  was  never  better. 
Whiting  seem  to  have  made  off  to  deeper  waters, 
although  throughout  February  and  March  they 
were  to  be  got  almost  at  the  water' s  edge,  two  or 
three  at  a  time.  The  long  liners  are  bringing  into 
markets  splendid  cod  from  101b.  to  401b.  But  for 
the  angler  from  now  forward  to  June  the  pollack 
will  provide  the  keenest  sport.  At  my  own  place 
here,  though  it  is  myself  who  says  it  "as  shouldn't," 
the  sea  angler  has  comfortable  quarters,  with  private 
grounds  extending  to  a  cosy  sea  beach  and  own 
boat-house  and  boats,  away  from  the  hurly-burly, 
and  with  just  a  few  kindred  spirits.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  any  information  at  all  times  to 
anglers  willing  to  give  the  Manx  Coast  a  trial. — 
J.  P.  Callow. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  improving  all 
the  week,  and  we  have  been  having  better  supplies 
of  fish  ;  there  has  not,  however,  been  much  done  on 
the  piers,  the  mullet  and  bass  seem  to  have  deserted 
us  during  the  storms  and  have  not  yet  returned. 
The  mackerel  are  getting  more  plentiful,  and  we 
shall  be  looking  out  for  them  with  whiffing  lines 
very  shortly.  In  this  month  turbot  and  brill  are 
considered  to  be  in  their  prime,  and  should  be  full 
of  roe  and  milt.  The  scad  or  horse  mackerel  gener- 
ally makes  its  appearance  about  this  time,  and  keep 
about  our  shores  rmtil  the  end  of  September.  You 
can  easily  tell  the  fish  by  a  curious  scaly  ridge 
down  the  sides;  some  people  are  afraid  to  eat  them, 
thinking  them  poisonous,  but  if  the  centre  bone  be 
taken  out,  which  is  rather  green,  they  are  very 
decent  eating.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month 
includes  trout,  peal,  salmon,  scad,  mackerel,  conger, 
eel,  smelt,  ray,  pouting,  hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and 
all  shellfish. — William  Heaedbr  (B.S.A.S.). 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,658.  Fishing.  Patentees:  E.  Whiteing,  Lam- 
bert-road West,  and  J.  M.  Wilkinson,  4,  Fraser- 
street,  both  in  Grimsby.  Trawling  gear.  Relates 
to  ground  rollers  for  trawling  gear.  The  rollers  are 
built  up  of  a  number  of  pieces  of  wood  secured 
together  so  that  the  grain  in  the  different  pieces 
runs  at  a  different  angle.  The  pieces  are  made  in 
the  form  of  half  circular  discs,  other  pieces  being 
complete  discs.  They  are  all  fixed  together  by  the 
bolts  and  a  central  tubular  bolt  through  which  the 
ground  rope  passes.  In  a  modification,  a  split 
tubular  bush  is  used  instead  of  the  bolts  and  nuts. 
Certain  pieces  may  be  made  with  projections,  which 
slide  into  slots  in  other  pieces.  To  place  the  bush 
part  in  position,  certain  pieces  are  taken  out  and 
the  bush  slipped  in  through  the  slot  in  other  pieces. 

21,499.  Artificial  fishing  bait.  Patentee:  J.  B. 
Jakobsen,  Steigen,  Norway.  Consists  of  an  imita- 
tion cuttle  fish  built  of  a  body  of  gum,  gutta-percha, 
or  other  material.  The  body  is  lormed  hollow,  the 
inside  being  filled  with  cotton,  wadding,  or  other 
suitable  absorbing  material  which  has  been  soaked 
in  the  oil  of  the  liver  of  cuttle  fish  or  oil  of  herring. 
During  use  this  oil  slowly  leaks  out  through  the 
apertures. 


April  8,  1905 

Associations,  eic, 

r/ie  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  20,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  fadvng  on  April  21.  All  communications 
%ntended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  mxtst  reach  the 
A    119  -P^'^  '''^  Wednesday  morning. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Our  usual  meeting  was  held  on  March  29  The 
result  of  the  "  sides  "  competition  was  announced 
to  the  meeting  and  numerous  business  matters 
were  discussed.  Amongst  the  correspondence  read 
by  the  secretary  was  an  important  letter  offering 
the  society  a  St.  etch  of  trout  water  in  addition  to 
the  fishing  rights  it  already  holds;  the  matter  was 
however,  left  over  for  further  inquiries  and  con- 
sideration. It  may  perhaps  be  added  that  the 
water  referred  to  has  a  good  reputation,  and  cer- 
tainly IS  an  Ideal  bit  of  fishing.  Trout  may  now 
be  taken  m  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's 
water,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  being  secured 
yet  A  statement  of  account  for  the  six  months 
endmg  March  25  wHl  be  placed  before  the  members 
at  an  early  date.    The  dinner  and  concert  fixed  for 

Sotef  A^^'^^'J^  ^^'TV''^^  P'^««  the  Pelican 
Hotel.  All  Saints-road.  W..  at  8  p.m.  E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  occupied  the  chair  for 
business  on  Wednesday.    The  secretary  announced 
thoiifhf  T    ""^  executive  committee  have 

thought  this  a  fitting  opportunity  of  recognising 
the  long  and  valued  services  to  the  society  of  their 
agent  at  Deal,  Mr  Edward  Hanger,  by  ssnding  hk^ 
asubstatitial  mark  of  their  appreciation.  Mr  ^ 
Powell  then  took  the  chair  for  the  social  meeting, 
announcing  that  the  evening  would  be  devoted  to 
short  descriptions  of  fishing  grounds  by  those  who 
knew  them.  Mr  W.  K.  Summers  accordingly  To  d 
members  a  good  deal  about  Swanage,  recommending 
August.  September,  and  even  October  as  the  best 
Mr  piY"  good  ^eie  given  and  noted. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp,  having  fished  there,  added  his 
experiences.  Mr.  E.  J.  Holbrow  gave  a  very  useful 
description  of  mackerel  fishing  off  the  Devonshire 
coast,  taking  Teignmouth  as  his  centre.  The  fishing 
further  to  the  westward,  as  far  as  Dartmouth,  wai 
described,  and  the  mode  of  taking  sand-eel  for  bait 

^}^^^^-  f  ^'"'^^'^  ^"'^  ^«"^P  added  much 
n«i  nf.h  especiaUy  as  to  the  taking  and 

keen/2  .1^'''®  sand-eel,  with  many  good  hints  as  to 
Keeping  them  ahve  in  wet  seaweed.  Mr.  Mallett 
urged  the  claims  of  Southwick,  near  Br  ghton 
where  the  society  had  an  agent  second  to  nfne  as 
boatman  and  fisherman.  The  easy  access  from 
London  was  dwelt  upon.  Whitsuntide  being  late 
this  year,  Mr.  Mallett  expected  good  sport  and 
advised  members  to  try  it!  and  efpecialfy  to  fish 
Z^/^tJ:  "'v,*'^^  looming,  the  water  being  very 
-H^P         ""^^^^^^  replied  to  a  vote  of  thanks! 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday,  April  4,  at  Mason's 

S  ••°'^®^'^h'°'^        ^-  P-  Beamont  pre- 

sided, the  principal  item  of  the  evening  was  the 
reading  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  (a  vice- 
president)  of  a  very  entertaining  and  instructive 
paper,  entitled,  "Seed  Time  and  Harvest,"  In 
rmo^n^.f  ^"^f  enticing  fashion,  an  immense 

amount  of  curious  information  was  given  respecting 
the  reproduction,  growth,  habits,  sizes,  etc.,  of  the 
fish  principally  sought  after  by  the  angler  or  non- 
professional fisherman.  The  paper  wal  listened  to 
most  intently,  and  was  much  applauded,  the 
loT«  nf  "^^"^^  receiving  a  hearty 

vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation,  and  it  is  hoped 

lnn^«f.^P"°*'"l  °^  *^  P^P^^  '^'^d  distribution 
amongst  the  members  will  be  at  once  proceeded  with. 
Ur.  Ladell  presented,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Ladell-the 
artist— a  finely  executed  and  handsomely  framed 
irawmg  of  the  "Burglar-fish."  which  was  greatly 

•or  Jhl^lf  °f  ^^^""^^  ^^'^^  awarded 

•epeiv«^  handsome  present;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  also 
eceived  the  society's  cordial  thanks  for  liberal 
;Uts.  includmg  two  nice  volumes  on  fishing— as 
rHnl!r'''^'h  additional  fish-tray,  a  most  useful 
eroh?;      r%  '^^'^  applications  for  mem- 

^fr.  F^'  ^"f  announced  that  arrangements 

vere  almost  completed  whereby  members,  It  small 
dditional  expense,  will  be  able  to  fish  an  easilv 
ccessible  trout  water,  which  contains  besides  other 
ir  W    R  Tuesday  next  (April  11) 

ainnl'r.,  u'^K^'^^  ^  phonographic  enter- 

Sd^lHoN^  si  "'^^  ^P^"-"^ 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

presided  on  Tuesday  last.  This  was  followed  by 
the  usual  meetmg.  presided  over  by  Mr.  S.  Lindwnll. 
Several  applications  were  received  for  membership' 
one  gentleman  elected,  and  another  proposed  A 
very  pleasant  and  informal  discussion  on  "  Dry- Fly 
Fishing"  was  carried  on,  and  distinctions  drawn  be- 
tween "  dry-fly  fishing  "  and  fishing  the  fly  "  dry  " 
On  Tuesday  next  (April  H)  the  further  discussion 
on  Fishing  Qut'^  will  be  proceeded  with,  and 
some  knotty  questions,  proposed  on  March  21 
satisfactorily  disposed  of.  The  opening  of  the  worni 
season  on  the  Chess  resulted  in  a  large  attendance 
of  members,  and  the  taking  of  a  quantity  of  trout 
many  of  which  were  put  back.  The  best  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Gowing  (lib.  12oz  ),  A.  J.  Saunders  and 
two  visitors  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  took  some  capital 
roach  at  Kelvedon  last  week  in  splendid  condition. 
A  fishing  report  was  received  from  Mr.  Tnoneer 
who  is  m  Somersetshire,  in  which  he  describes  the 
sport  among  the  trout  as  good.  He  forwarded  for 
the  members'  inspection,  a  sample  of  fish  food 
gven  him  by  Mr.  F.  Tiacy,  of  the  Exe  Valley  Fish 
Hatchery.  This  consists  of  small  winged  insects 
which  being  fed  to  trout,  is  calculated  to  make 
them  free  risers  to  the  natural  fly.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  Tuesday,  April  25.— Hon.  Sec 
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BIG  HAUL  OF  UNCLEAN  SALMON. 


Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  large  amount  of  business  was  disposed  of  at  the 
ommittee  meetmg,  over  which  Mr,  Buckingham 


HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  for  past  season  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday.  May  2.    Members  are  specially 
invited  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  very  important 
business  will  be  on  the  agenda;  election  of  sub 
committee,  etc.— H.  C.  Maktin. 

Llanelly  and  District  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held 
recently  at  the  Thomas  Arms  Hotel,  Major  Rilev 
presiding  The  secretary  (Mr.  Richards,  Ty-rf,an) 
presented  his  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past 
year,  which  was  of  a  satisfactory  character  The 
income  amounted  to  £77,  and  the  principal  items  of 
expenditure  were  £45  paid  for  stocking  the  reservoir 
with  fish  and  £14  for  iron  gratings.  The  report 
was  adopted.  Mr.  C.  W.  Mansel  Lewis  was  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  society,  and  Major 
Riley  and  Mr.  E.  Lloyd  Morris  vice-presidents.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  annual  subscription  of  the 
association  be  2s.  6d.,  irrespective  of  the  annual 
licence.  The  association  card  enables  members  to 
travel  by  rail  at  a  fare  and  a  quarter.  Applications 
r  '??'"hership,  accompanied  by  the  subscription 
should  be  made  to  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Richards' 
ly  riran.  Ihe  subscription  for  patrons  is  10s.  6d 
— i<RED.  W.  Richards. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr  C.  H.  By  waters  presided  over  the  meeting  of 
Monday  evening  last.  Theie  was  no  news  of 
successlul  trout  fishing  on  the  opening  day.  Both 
at  Uxbridge  and  Newbury  the  water  was  too  low 
f  T^*,.""  anghng,  and  trout  were  completely  off 
feed.  Mr  W.  M.  Colles  had  a  lovely  brice  of  fish 
from  the  Test,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  some  fish  from 
the  Itchen  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  also  filled  some  good 
trout  on  the  latter  water.  The  flies  used  by  the 
members  named  were  the  Hare's  Ear  Quill  and 
Wickham  with  woodcock  wings. —Hon  Sec 
pro  tern.  '' 

Uttoxeter  Angling  Association. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held 
at  the  Lion  Hotel  on  Thursday  afternoon,  March  23. 
The  Rev.  C.  L.  F.  Barnwell,  president,  occupied  the 
chair.    The  minutes  and  other  formal  items  beine 
disposed  of   Mr.  S.  Keeling,  treasurer,  presented 
the  financial  statement  of  the  year's  working  This 
proved  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  affair,  Showing 
that  all  accounts  were  paid,  all  subscriptions  re 
ceived,  and  all  rents  paid  up  to  date,  and  a  snug 
balance  m  hand.    Mr.  Keeling  also  submitted  a 
report  of  the  voluntary  fund  for  the  purposes  of 
restockmg  the  waters,  which  he  said  had  been  well 
supported,  and  a  sum.'of  £29  6s.lhad  been  received, 
blightly  more  than  the  sum  received  had  been 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  two-year-olds  from 
the  Arrow  Fishery,  and  the  fish  had  been  success- 
fully planted  m  the  River  Dove  and  the  Teon 
brook  together  with  a  hundred  fine  rainbows  put 
mto  the  Dove  water,  presented  by  Mr.  R.  Bycroft 
Roberts,  the  proprietor  of  the  Arrow  Fishery  The 
meeting  expressed  its  high  appreciation  of  the 
management  of  the  club  by  passing  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  Rev.  C.  L.  F.  Barnwell  (president) ; 
to  Mr.  S.  Keeling,  who  has  not  only  managed  the 
accounts  splendidly,  but  thrown  much  energy  and 
devotion  mto  the  general  working  of  the  club's 
attau-s;  and  to  Sergeant-Major  Garwood  for  work 
done  as  secretary. — F.  W.  Dale 


At  Aberdeen  on  March  29.  before  Sheriff  Robert- 
son, George  Ritchie,  labourer.  Peacock's  Close,  John 
Bremner,  labourer,   182,  Gallowgate.  and  Robert 
Gmy  riveter.  74.  West  North- street,  were  charged 
with  having  on  March  24,  on  the  public  road  about 
a  mile  noi  th  of  the  new  Bridge  of  Don,  been  found 
in  possesion  of  fifty-one  unclean  or  unseasonable 
fash  of  the  salmon  kind.     Ritchie  and  Bremner 
appeared  and  pleaded  not  guilty.    The  prosecution 
was  conductea  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Stott,  for  the  Don 
AT     T?,^  «oard,  and  the  accused  were  defended  by 
Mr.  E.  R.  Lumsden.     The  first  witness  was  Mr. 
Bea_ttie,  a  farmer's  son.  residing  at  a  farm  near 
Bridge  of  Don.    He  said  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  date  hbelled  he  noticed  that  some  corn  had 
been  spilt  on  the  floor  of  the  stable  at  his  farm 
Me  suspected  that  someone  had  been  there  over- 
night.   Witness  harnessed  his  horse  to  the  milk 
cart  and  set  off  for  Aberdeen.     He  overtook  a 
spring  cart,  m  which  were  seated  three  men  Two 
of  them  left  the  cart  and  ran  off  over  a  field 
ihere  was  something  in  tlie  cart  covered  with  a 
pack  sheet      Witness  gave  information  to  Con- 
stable Ritchie  at  Bridge  of  Don.     Mr.  Duguid 
postman,  at  the  Bridge  of  Don,  stated  that  he  met 
the  spring  cart,  and  two  of  the  men  ran  away  when 
they  saw  him.    He  attributed  their  hurried  depar- 
ture to  the  fact  that  he  was  wearing  "puttees" 
such  as  policemen  wear,  and  that  he  had  on 'a 
uniform  cap.    The  two  men  who  ran  off  seemed  to 
take  witness  for  a  policeman.    Constable  Ritchie 
said  he  got  information  from  Beattie  that  some 
corn  had  been  stolen  from  his  stable.    He  overtook 
tne  sprmg  cart  near  School-road,  and  charged  the 
man  in  possession  with   having  stolen  Beattie's 
corn,    ihe  man  in  the  cart  was  Gray,  who  said  he 
had  not  stolen  tlie  corn,  but  had  some  fish  in  the 
cart._  Witness  discovered  two  bags  of  fish  and  a 
i  L  ^®  arrested  Gray,  and  then 

informed  Mr.  Martm,  inspector  of  bailiffs,  of  what 
he  had  heard.     Witness  and  Mr.  Ma,  tin  went 
towards  the  old  Bridge  of  Don,  and  met  Ritchie 
and  Bremner.  whom  they  arrested.   They  discovered 
a  line  m  Bremner  s  possession,  which  was  the  same 
as  a  hne  found  in  the  cart.     A  small  weighing 
apparatus  was  also  found  in  Bremner's  possefsion 
and  there  were  several  fish  scales  on  it.  Mr' 
Bremner  corroborated  the  evidence  as  to  the  arrest' 
Ihere  were  179  sea- trout  and  finnock  in  the  cart' 
and  fifty-one  of  these  were  kelts.    Mr.  Stott  main- 
tained that  the  evidence  left  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  accused  were  in  possession  of  the  fish 
The  conduct  of  the  two  men  in  leaving  the  cart  a 
mile  to  the  north  of  the  Bridge  was  just  such  a 
manoeuvre  as  would  be  expected  from  men  bringing 
in  a  haul  from  the  Ythan.    The  Sheriff  said  if  the 
men  were  foimd  guilty  they  were  liable  in  a  fine  of 
£265  each.  Mr.  Stott:  And  expenses  ?  The  Sheriff- 
Well,  yes.    Mr.  Lumsden  held  that  the  ca^e  had 
not  been  made  out.    Sheriff  Robertson  said  he  had 
no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accu-ed  " 
Previous    convictions  were    proved    against  the 
t7oTu  x,^]"®  ^^^"'^  ^'^id  that  this  month,  if  the 
l/y  fish  had  got  through,  with  salmon  at  2s  G'd 
per  pound,  this  would  have  been  a  very  profitable 
transaction.  Each  would  be  fined  £10,  witn  17s  4d 
of  expenses,  the  alternative  being  two  months'  im- 
prisonment.—^fterdeen  Evening  Express,  March  29. 

TO  THEATEE  GOERS. 

Have  you  seen  "  Sunday,"  Mr.  Thomas  Race- 
ward  s  charmmg  production  ?  If  not,  now  is  vour 
opportunity,  for  that  good  angler.  Mr.  Louis 
Oalvert.  has  just  commenced  a  London  suburban 
tour  at  the  Brixton  Theatre.  Miss  Jean 
titerlmg  MacKinlay.  the  accomplished  young 
actress,  is  seen  to  perfection  in  her  excellent 
rendering  of  the  title  role.  "Sunday,"  and  she 
sustams  many  a  trying  situation  with  an  abandon 
and  individuality  most  bewitching.  The  "  boys  " 
too  her  parents,  sisters,  brothers,  friends,  are  the 
real  article,  one  enjoys  their  humour,  their  origin- 
ality, and  their  versatility— albeit  one  feels  a  bit 
choky  over  poor  old  Lively's  birthday  gift. 
Mrs.  JNaresby  (Miss  EHzabeth  Watson),  the  Brin- 
thorpes  (Messrs.  J.  Edward  Pearce  and  Charles  B 
Vaughan),  To,n  Oxley  (Mr.  E.  A.  Douglas),  and 
last  but  not  least.  Miss  Helen  MacGregor  (as  a 
Catholic  Nun)  all  contribute  to  the  success  of  the 
play  We  hope  the  tour  will  be  as  financially  suc- 
cessful as  it  most  assuredly  deserves  to  be. 


The  Esquiniaux  of  Alaska  make  waterproof  boots 
and  shirts  of  the  skin  of  the  salmon. 


On  Moriday  evening.  April  10.  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater 
will  preside  over  the  members  and  friends  on  the 
occasion  of  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society.    As  for  many  Tyears  past  the 

^f'^L'^  ^"^d  covers  will  be  lifted 

at  7.30  p.m. 


250 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  8,  1905 


^offings  be^f^c  i5aB. 

"  When  roasted  crahbs  *  hiss '  in  the  bowl. 
Then  nightly  sings  the  staring  owV 

— Shakespeabe. 


In  answer  to  the  appeal  re  the  loss  of  Mr.  E. 
Hanger's  boat  Gipsy  Queen,  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of 
the  Pier,  Deal,  sends  the  following:  "From Mr.  C. 
A.  Payton,  £1  Is.,  Mr.  F.  H.  Clay,  10s.  6d.,  Major 
Seymour,  10s.,  Mr.  E.  F.  Lamb,  10s.,  Mr.  Turner, 
10s.,  Mr.  E.  S.  Wickham,  4s.  Mr.  Hanger  asks  me 
to  thank  those  who  have  subscribed  for  their  great 
kindness.  From  this  week's  B.S.A.S.  report  I  gather 
that  in  i  ecognition  of  his  long  and  valued  services  the 
executive  committee  are  sending  him  a  substantial 
mark  of  their  appreciation. 


I  SAID  last  week  that  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling 
Society,  which  held  its  annual  general  meeting 
recently,  and  which  was  followed  by  a  smoking 
concert,  would  be  further  dealt  with  this  week,  but 
as  there  is  not  sufficient  room  to  insert  the  elaborate 
report  of  the  proceedings,  I  should  like  to  say  the 
society  is  in  a  very  flourishing  position. 

***** 
The  following  from  the  Lowestoft  Journal  is  too 
good  to  be  lost: — "  There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact 
that  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Anghng  Society  has  done 
much  to  popularise  the  town  with  sea  anglers.  ^It  is 
now  two  years  since  the  society  was  started,'  and 
during  that  time  it  has  had  a  membership  of  just 
300,  of  whom  over  250  remain.  It  has  held 
matches,  and,  thanks  to  the  publicity  given 
to  its  doings  in  the  angling  papers,  consider- 
able attention  has  been  directed  to  Lowestoft 
by  the  devotees  of  rod  and  reel.  The  society  has 
demonstrated  plainly  that  excellent  sport  is  to  be 
had  at  Lowestoft,  and  under  the  best  and  cheapest 
conditions.  On  the  G.E.R.  South  Pier  and  on  the 
Clarement  Pier  the  charge  for  admission  is  very 
small,  and  fishermen  can  indulge  in  the  pastime 
without  inconvenience.  On  the  North  Pier  they 
can  fish  absolutely  free,  and  get  excellent  sport 
withal ;  while  boat  hire  with  man  and  bait  is  not  at 
all  unreasonable.  In  all  these  things  Lowestoft 
compares  very  favourably  with  Deal,  Dover,  and 
Hastings,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  advantages 
offered  should  not  be  made  more  widely  known. 
As  already  remarked,  the  society  has  done  much  in 
this  direction,  and  now  a  very  excellent  suggestion 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Furlonge,  an  energetic 
member  of  the  committee,  that  another  step  for- 
ward should  be  taken. 

***** 
"  As  he  rightly  pointed  out,  at  Hastings  and  Deal 
a  sea  angling  festival  was  held  every  autumn,  when 
crowds  of  anglers  were  attracted  by  substantial 
prizes.  Great  good  was  thus  done  in  the  slow  time 
by  reason  of  the  money  spent,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  should  not  ensue  at  Lowestoft.  Of  course 
there  must  be  an  incentive  to  anglers  to  come  here, 
and  hence  the  very  admirable  suggestion  by  Mr. 
Furlonge  that  a  challenge  shield  stiould  be  offered 
in  addition  to  good  prizes.  Undoubtedly  this  would 
prove  a  great  attraciion,  and  as  Lowestoft  rodsters 
would  be  able  to  join  in  the  fray  with  their  brethren 
from  other  parts,  all  of  which  should  be  very  inter- 
esting, we  hope  to  see  the  admirable  programme 
carried  out.  It  would  be  a  great  thing  for  Lowes- 
toft, and  a  gieat  feather  in  the  cap  of  the  angling 
society." 

Precept  and  Pbactice. 

Mb.  "  SoMEBODY-soMErHiNG-OE-OTHER  "  had  said. 

In  a  manner  inviting  to  wranglers. 
That  a  well-stocked  aquarium  certainly  made 
The  best  kindergarten  for  anglers. 
"  Not-taking-any  "  arose  and  replied 


lakes,  streams,    ponds,  and 


Mr. 

That    on  rivers 
brookses, 

From  his  youth  up  to  date  he  had  always  relied 

As  the  best  educational  bookses. 
Daddy  Naylor  kept  silence,  but  wended  his  way. 

As  the  evening  shadows  were  falling, 
To  the  mill -pool  where  beautiful  speckled  ones  lay, 

And  the  havoc  he  made  was  appalling. 

— GOOSESTEP. 


had  a  little  life  in  it  when  taken  off,  and  it  was  a 
fresh  run  fish  in  grand  condition." 

***** 
Although  I  did'  not  receive  a  slice  of  this 
(poached  ?)  salmon,  I  know  it  was  captared ;  and  it 
reminds  me  of  the  story  we  had  a  short  time  ago, 
where  an  American  owned  seventeen  miles  of  land 
and  placed  barbed  wire  along  it  to  keep  off  poachers. 
One  day  there  was  an  extraordinarily  high  tide, 
which  on  its  receding  left  a  large  -number  of  fish 
which  had  committed  "  suicide."  The  farmer  caused 
every  barb  to  be  baited,  and  at  the  next  high  tide 

17.204  fish  had  been  successfully  hooked.  P>ut  the 
farmer  discovered  that  one  of  the  barbs  (there  were 

17.205  all  told)  had  not  been  baited,and  immediately 
discharged  this  good  and  faithful  servant  for  neg- 
lecting his  duties  !  Served  him  right. 


The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Thicket  Piscatorials 
was  held  at  the  Thicket  Hotel,  Anerley,  recently, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Dudley  White, 
supported  by  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin  in  the  vice-chair. 
Space  will  not  permit  of  reproducing  all  the  witty 
speeches.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  there  are  forty-one 
members  in  the  club,  which  is  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  The  dinner  was  admirably  served,  some 
good  vocal  and  instrumental  music  following.  It 
was  stated  that  there  is  a  good  balance  at  the  bank, 
and  that  their  T.  A.P.S.  box  when  opened  was  found 
to  contain  £2  9s.,  but  a  member  present  added 
another  shilUng,  so  that  the  T.A.P.S.  will  be  the 
richer,  by  £2  10s.  Secretary  Hutchins  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  success  of  the  first  year's  work. 


The  Fly  "Jap." 
Kubopatkin  and  his  boys  to  the  stream  did  hie, 
Provided  well  with  every  kind  of  up-to-date  fly. 
They  hooked  a  big  fish  and  enticed  it  hard  to  land, 
But  they  reckoned  without  Kuroki   and  retired 
Japanned. 

The  bear  was  very^  angry,  and  cursed  and  raved 
and  swore. 

And  declared  before  the  wide,  wide  world  he'd  have 

poor  Jappy's  gore. 
He  dived  into  his  pocket  the  "  ready  "  to  produce. 
To  purchase  further  flies  and  lines  the  Jap-fish  to 

induce. 

The  pocket  it  was  empty,  and  le  petit  p^re  he  cried. 
To  his  dear  old  friend,  the  Frenchy  man,  "  Let  us 

stand  side  by  side," 
But  Frenchy  could  not  see  it,  and  said,  "  My  dear 
you  swore 

That  when  I  found  the  other  loan  you  would  not 

ask  for  more." 
But  the  Russ,  like  poor  young  Oliver,  of  Dicken 
sonian  fame. 

Forgot  about  the  earlier  dish  and  pushed  up  his 
plate  again ; 

But  Frenchy  would  not  see  it,  and  the  Jap  to  his 
delight. 

Is  still  kicking  in  Manchuria  with  all  his  main  and 
might. 

The  Ariel  Vocal  Quartette  (Messrs.  Cribb,  Langton, 
Ward,  and  Haddon)  will  give  a  Bohemian  concert 
at  the  Holboin  Town  Hall,  Gray's  Inn-road,  on 
Monday,  April  10  (supported  by  many  of  the 
leading  professional  artistes  of  to-day),  cominencing 
at  7.45  p.m.  prompt.  Ladies  specially  invited. 
Tickets,  two  shillings  and  one  shilling,  can  be  had 
of  Mr.  Henry  Cribb,  88,  Wightman-road,  Harringay, 
Mr.  Herbert  Langton,  17,  Seymour-road,  Harringay, 
Mr.  Horace  Ward,  28,  Eastern-road,  Wood  Green, 
and  Mr.  J.  L.  Haddon,  34,  Aberdeen-road,  Highbury 
Grange. 


Mr.  F.  Theakee,  of  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham, 
sends  a  curious  account  of  the  suicide  of  a  salmon 
It  occurred  at  Thiumoton,  about  nine  miles  from 
Nottingham.  Some  plaster  works  are  close  by,  and 
some  barbed  wire  runs  into  the  Trent  for  some 
distance.  Mr.  Theaker  continues: — "The  man  at 
the  mills  got  a  salmon  13-ilb.  off  the  barbed  wire 
it  had  been  caught  by  the  throat,  and  in  struggling 
to  get  free  had  cut  its  throat  right  across ;  the  fish 


wins  should  be  on  the  right  side.  The  first  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  on  May  6,  the  chair  being  taken 
by-  the  indefatigable  hon.  treasurer,  vice-president, 
and  official  referee,  Mr.  L.  E.  G.  Abney.  On  this 
occasion  the  whistle  will  be  laid  aside  for  the 
hammer,  and  look  out  for  mine  host's  mahogany. 
Like  all  jolly  boys,  the  "  Dawsons  "  are  not  going 
to  keep  all  the  good  things  to  themselves,  but  have 
specially  invited  all  their  lady  friends  to  join  them 
at  the  festive  board.  The  amber  and  blue  brigade 
are  looking  forward  to  a  glorious  night. 


Mr.  a.  E.  Abmstbong,  who  has  for  some  years 
had  the  practical  management  of  the  Earl  of 
Denbigh's  fish  hatcheries  at  Holywell,  N.  Wales 
and  was  previously  fish  culturist  to  Lord  Montagu, 
at  Beaulieu,  Hants,  has  signed  an  agreement  to 
act  as  superintending  fish  culturist  and  manager 
to  the  Ceylon  Fly  Fishing  Club,  and  sailed  yester- 
day (Friday)  on  the  Ormuz.  The  many  friends 
who  knew  Mr.  Armstrong  as  the  life  and  soul  of 
the  Chertsey  (Thames)  Preservation  Society,  arid 
afterwards  of  the  Cardifi  Angling  Association,  will 
wish  him  bon  voyaje  and  success  in  his  new 
undertaking. 

To  THE  Bride — A  River. 

By  the  late  Sir  J.  Kingston  James,  an  ardent  angler 
and  translator  of  Tasso. 

How  happy  I,  when  at  thy  side. 

Beautiful  Bride ; 
And  though  not  mine  thou  art. 
Still  thou  forbiddest  not 
That  I  should  haunt  the  hallowed  spot 

That  so  enthralls  my  heart. 

'Tis  true  at  times  thou  murmurest. 

As  on  thy  breast 
I  cast  my  longing  eyes. 
And  with  keen  expectation  stretch 
Toward  thee  my  eager  arms  to  catch 

Thy  beauties  as  they  rise. 

Ah,  yes  !  thrice  happy  'tis  to  stray 

When  lovely  May 
Is  opening  out  in  all  her  pride. 
And  all  her  sweets  perfume  the  air, 
With  one  so  innocent  and  fair 

As  thou  beloved  Bride ! 


I  hear  that  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  for  many  years 
trustee  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  is  back  again  in 
liOndon,  and  located  at  the  Fox  and  Goose,  177, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  He  has  a  fine  club  room, 
piano,  and  every  accommodation,  and  will  be  happy 
to  welcome  all  his  old  friends  and  acquaintances. 
He  wants  to  foim  an  angling  club  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  Dawson  Football  Club  concluded  their 
programme  on  Saturday  last,  their  opponents 
administering  a  six  goals  to  nil  defeat.  The  margin 
does  not  altogether  show  the  trend  of  the  play, 
as  the  wind  and  a  lively  ball  disconcerted  the 
"  Dawsons"  far  more  than  their  opponents.  How- 
ever, excuses  do  not  stand  for  much,  and  as  it  is 
only  goals  that  count,  the  homesters  are  looking 
forward  to  the  next  merry  meeting.  For  so  young 
a  club,  the  "  Dawsons  "  have  done  very  well  indeed 
Their  record  is :  played  fourteen  matches,  won  six, 
lost  six,  and  drawn  two,  having  scored  thirty  goals 
against  their  opponents'  thirty-three.  Next  season 
should  see  them  much  stronger,  and  the  balance  of 


Mr.  Stanley  Bowen  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Carey, 
fishing  with  Jack  Hemming,  fisherman,  at  Surbiton 
last  Monday,  caught  a  trout  of  71b.  loz.,  length 
26  inches,  girth  16  inches — Mr.  Bowen  being  the 
captor. 

Just  a  reminder  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Watford  Piscators  to  the  effect  that  the 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Maiden  Hotel 
on  Friday  evening  next,  April  14. 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Frensham,  that  the 
trout  season  opened  auspiciously  on  Saturday  last, 
when  Mr.  Lionel  Sells  captured  two  nice  fish — one 
just  over  21b.  and  the  other  12oz. — both  in  splendid 
condition. 


Westminster's  Loss — Brighton's  Gain. 
A  VERY  choice  fish  called  the  Oeraldum  Loderine 
Whip-' em-up-quick  has  been  added  to  the  Aquarium 
collection.  Westminster  having  no  further  use  for 
this  specimen,  by  common  consent  it  has  been  handed 
over  to  the  Brighton  authorities,  who  have  prepared 
an  elaborate  tank  which  will  be  found  large  enough 
to  hold  the  brother  fish  in  the  near  future. 


"  I  don't  see  anything  the  matter  with  youi 
elbow,  Mr.  Chaser,"  said  Bobby,  who  had  forgottei 
his  mother's  injunction  to  keep  still  at  the  dinne 
table.  "  There  isn't  anything  the  matter  with  it 
Bobby,"  innocently  replied  the  guest.  "  Wha 
made  you  think  there  was?"  "Why,  I  heart 
papa  say  that  you  were  a  nice  fellow,  except  thai 
you  crooked  your  elbow  too  much,  but  it  look 
all  right  to  me."  Then  Bobby  retired,  but  not  ii 
good  order. — Cincinnati  Commercial  Tribune. 


The  "Charles  Watling"  Testimonial. 
The  committee  of  the  "  C.  Watling  "  Testimonia: 
which  I  have  noticed  on  more  than  one  occasior 
beg  to  announce  that  on  Thursday  evening,  April  1 ; 
at  nine  o'clock  sharp,  there  will  be  a  meeting  to  tr^ 
and  "square  up"  the  subscriptions  toward 
most  deserving  object.  If  any  angler  who  know 
"  Charlie  "  should  read  this,  if  he  cannot  be  presen 
let  him  send  on  a  small  "sub.,"  and  by  so  doia 
they  would  oblige  Dragnet. 
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READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  tireless  vigilance  of  the  bailiffs  employed  by 
this  association,  and  of  the  lock-keepers  and  ferry- 
men in  the  service  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  in 
-  the  protection  of  the  river  between  Goring  and 
Shiplake,  and  also  of  the  Patrick  str  eam,  is  annually 
jecognised  by  a  dinner  given  to  the  men,  whose 
preventive  work  has  again  been  notable  by  the  fact 
that  not  a  single  prosecution  for  offences  against 
the  fishery  bye  laws  has  been  necessary  during  the 
past  year.    In  a  matter  of  this  kind  "prevention" 
is  certainly  "  better  than  cure  "  ;  and  the  work  of 
river  preservation,  which  has  been  for  so  many 
years  carried  on  by  the  Reading  Association,  meets 
its  reward  in  the  co-operation  of  the  angling 
public  for  the  promotion  of  whose  free  sport  it  was 
formed.    The  yearly  dinner  was  held  at  the  Great 
Western  Hotel  on  Monday,  and  was  as  usual  a  great 
success,  the  party,  numbering  thirty,  being  capitally 
fed  and  entertained.   Mr.  James  Simonds  (president) 
and  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler  (vice-president)  filled  the 
chair  in  succession,  the  former  having  to  leave  rather 
early;  and  the  vice-chairmen  were  Mr.  George  Ashley, 
of  Pangbourne,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Giles,  of  Twyford.' 
The  company  also  included  Messrs.  Frederick  Brown, 
W.  Slade  Hawkins  (hon.  sec),  W.  W.  Ridley,  W  g' 
Flanagan,  W.  Gait  Millar,  G.  B.  Smith,  A.  Beeson, 
F.  Horton,  H.  Ayres,  and  E.  K.  Deacon ;  and  the 
company  were  favoured  with  the  presence  of  Mr.  J. 
Laurie,  Conservancy  Superintendent  of  the  Upper 
Thames,  and  Mr.  Lowman,  the  District  Inspector  of 
the  Board.    "  The  King  and  the  Royal  Family  "  and 
the  healths  of  the  chairmen  were  the  only  toasts, 
the  evening  being  pleasantly  devoted  to  harmony! 
Songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Gait  Millar, 
Brown,  Laurie,  Lowman,  Flanagan,  Giles,  Ashley' 
L.  P.  Green,  George  Boyd,  J.  Keel,  Collier,  Overy, 
etc..  and  Mr.  Deacon,  the  able  accompanist,  played 
a  bright  piano  solo;  while  the   pleasure  of  the 
guests  was  further  added  to  by  a  brilliant  conjur- 
ing and  ventriloquial  entertainment,  and  the  playing 
of  popular  airs  on  "the  musical  glasses,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Besoni.    The  President  kindly  supplied  the 
men  with  cigars,  and  Mr.  Brown  (late  hon.  sec.) 
and  Mr.  Hawkins  made  the  usual  distribution  of 
silver- mounted  briar-root  pipes  and  packets  of 
tobacco.    A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and 
the  National  Anthem. — Reading  Mercury. 


PpovlDeial  flngUng  ]lotes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  puhUshed  on 
Thu7-sday,  April  20,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  21.  All  communications 
TTitendedfor  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
offi.ce  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 


I'    FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  Trades  Exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall  is  now  in 
full  working  order,  and  the  cases  of  specimen  fish 
exhibited  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Angling  Association  have  been  much  admired 
by  the  visitors ;  the  cases  number  about  130,  and 
one  and  all  are  rare  specimens.  The  best  pike  is  one 
of  301b.  in  weight,  and  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
best  seen  for  some  years ;  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  C. 
Goddard  frr>m  Lough  Conn,  county  Mayo,  Ireland. 
There  are  also  some  fine  trout.  One  of  81b.  is  shown 
by  Mr.  H.  C.  Wicks;  this  fish  was  also  caught  in 
Ireland,  and  another  of  the  same  weight  from 
Lough  Coim,  Ireland,  is  exhibited  by  Mr.  Wright, 
of  Handsworth.  The  perch  a>e  very  fine,  the 
largest  being  one  of  over  41b.  The  roach  are  also 
above  the  average,  as  some  grand  fish  are  on 
view.  Mr.  Bryant  shows  a  fine  fish  of  over  21b. 
Bream  up  to  71b.  can  be  seen,  and  some  grand 
dace  up  to  12oz.  are  on  view.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  as 
usual,  iias  his  fine  collection,  his  best  specimen 
fish  being  a  grand  carp  of  ISJlb.  Anglers  who  hve 
outside  the  city  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
cheap  trips,  and  not  fail  to  visit  the  exhibition  and 
see  one  of  the  best  shows  ever  got  together;  we 
have  had  larger  displays,  but  the  present  collection 
^  all  round  good,  as  only  our  best  fish  are  staged. 
We  are  again  making  new  clubs,  and  they  will  be 
visited  before  the  first  Thursday  in  May. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere  remains  in  statu  quo.  A  few  fish  are 
being  killed,  but  very  few.  The  weather  is  far  too 
wild  and  unsettled  for  lake  angling  to  be  good,  and 
the  man  on  the  spot  who  can  pop  out  for  an  hour  or 
so,  should  a  favourable  day  come  about,  is  the  one 
whose  chance  is  the  best,    I  saw  some  char  on 


Saturday  (April  1)  which  had  bean  netted  by  the 
Windermere  Angling  Association's  men,  and  the 
condition  of  some  of  them  left  a  great  deal  to  be 
desired.  We  had  heavy  rain  here  on  that  day,  and 
the  streams  were  in  flood  on  April  2.  Hutton  and 
Stainton  becks  did  fairly  well  on  Monday,  Mr.  Bate- 
man  taking  about  a  score  on  the  former,  while  !  had 
thirty  odd  on  the  latter  stream.  More  rain  on  that 
night,  with  the  streams  again  ia  semi-flood  on 
Tuesday.  On  the  Kent,  Mr.  C.ossley  had  a  score  of 
good  trout  with  worm.  Settl;d  weather  will  see 
good  fly  fishing  for  the  next  few  days. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Writing  on  the  4th  from  Heatley,  a  correspondent 
says  the  Bollin  is  fining  down  after  the  big  flood. 
The  monthly  trout  competition  of  the  "  Excelsiors  " 
at  Liverpool  is  at  once  popular  and  successful;  two 
prizes  are  offered  each  month  up  to  June  15. 
Stocking  matches  are  greatly  in  favour  in  this  city, 
but  their  waters  are  not  likely  to  benefit  much 
if  the  "  Waltons'  "  result  is  a  ciiterion,  for  their 
first  three  prizes  went  for  18oz.,  Doz.,  and  7oz. 
Surely  it  would  pay  to  buy  the  fish  from  Caistor! 
Another  flutter  and  grievance  is  noted,  and  those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  Llugwy  at 
Bettws-y-Coed  regret  to  hear  of  this  river  being 
closed  to  the  public.  If  this  sort  of  thing  ends  ia 
various  local  councils  taking  up  the  question  of 
fishing  rights  well  and  good.  They  spend  money 
on  many  ways  of  advertising  to  attract  visitors  and  J 
fishing  might  easily  be  added. 


year,  but  the  period  can  be  extended  should  it  be 
deemed  desirable.  The  Navigation  Trustees  have 
appointed  a  sub-committee  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  pollution  of  the  River  Fo83  and  report  thereon 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  recent  long-continued  .stormy  weather  has 
been  succeeded  by  mild  vernal  weather,  with  genial 
sou  herly  breezes.  An  all-round  improvement  in 
angling  has  takeri  place  a,  a  result  of  the  welcome 
nnnT;  P^ts  we  learn  that  both  salmon 

and  trout  are  rising  better,  and  the  general  outlook 

hi C?rk  A  ^^/■^'"."g:  A  general  meeting  of 
the  Coik  Anglers  Association  was  held  last  week 
and  It  appea  s  by  the  addre.ss  of  the  chairman  that 
^1  "^^^"pif  \l  making  good  progress.  A  letter 
was  read  fr  .m  Mr.  Sitwell  granting  permission  to 
the  association  to  fish  his  water  (Fargus)  on  one 
^^■^^'^[*«'•,^•^'•''  1.  either  on  Saturday  or 
Sunday.    Mr.  Sitwell  stated  that  he  should  prefer 

"fl^-  V^^"^  ' '  ^''^^  *°  ^°P°^t  the  line  of 
sea  nslung  from  any  quarter. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  latest  attempt  at  a  trout  fishery  is  t'le  Ball- 
brook  Farm  Trout  Fishery,  Withington.  The  hon. 
sec.  reports  that  on  March  3 1  they  turned  in  300 
rainbow  trout,  from  7in.  to  9in.,  and  that  on  opening 
day,  April  1,  one  member  took  thirty  on  the  fly. 
Previously  the  owner  had  put  in  100  similar  fish', 
so  that  at  least  400  stock  fish  have  bean  put  into  this 
virgin  water.  As  the  limit  is  ten  fish  per  day, 
we  must  assume  that  the  member  who  took 
thirty  on  the  opening  day  returned  twenty.  In 
passing,  it  may  be  said  that  rainbow  trout  are  not 
in  the  best  condition  just  at  present.  Perhaps  if 
the  owner  would  say  exactly  how  many  fish  he  has 
put  in,  and  how  long  he  has  been  preparing  this 
water,  it  would  be  of  interest.  It  is  intended  that 
the  fishing  shall  be  limited  to  thirty-five  rods  at 
£3  38.  eash.  The  water  is  two  acres  in  extent,  and 
reputedly  in  good  condition.  The  Royal  Walton 
A.S.  are  to  have  another  lecture  on  the  18th  on 
"  Pond  and  River  Life,"  by  Mr.  Stump. 

FROiyi  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  news  is  extremely  scarce  just  now.  The 
Trent  has  fallen  rapidly,  and  on  Wednesday  (April  5) 
was  oflering  attractions  to  trout  anglers.  A  few  of 
these  have  been  out  on  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet, 
and  have  creeled  fish  by  the  aid  of  the  dock  grub 
and  small  red  worms.  On  Tuesday  (April  4)  Mr. 
T.  Lewis  and  Mr.  J.  Simons  had  three  brace  from 
the  latter  tributary.  The  fish  were  in  fairly  good 
condition  for  the  period  of  the  year.  Fly  fishing, 
on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Greet,  does  not  open  till 
the  first  of  May.  They  are  reported  to  contain  a 
very  strong  head.  The  City  Piscatorials  have  cele- 
brated their  annual  dinner  at  headquarters,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson.  Genial 
"Joe  "  Clements,  the  secretary,  announced  that  the 
society  had  a  substantial  balance  in  hand,  and  that 
Mr.  Barlow,  of  Kelham,  would  again  give  a  silver 
cup  to  be  fished  for,  though  the  conditions  would 
he  different  to  those  appertaining  to  previous  com- 
petitions. All  members,  in  fact,  would  be  available. 
Salmon  are  said  to  have  ascended  as  far  as  Wil- 
lington. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  high  and  discoloured  state  of  the  river,  owing 
to  the  previous  heavy  rain,  kept  trout  fishermen  at 
home— all  but  a  few.  Messrs.  Hooper  and  Stokes, 
who  had  the  privilege  of  fishing  private  water,  had 
two  brace  each  of  very  nice-sized  fish  in  very  fair 
condition,  the  tail  end  of  a  lobworm  the  bait  used. 
The  Teme  is  fining  down  nicely,  but  the  water  high, 
and  if  we  have  fine  weather  will  be  in  nice  condition 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  Some  of  the  brooks  ar^  in 
nice  condition  now,  and  no  doubt  many  rods  will  be 
out  during  the  coming  week.  Contrary  to  expecta- 
tion the  high  water  does  not  seem  to  have  brought 
many  salmon  up  the  river,  and  the  nets  have  taken 
but  few  fish,  and  price  is  still  high. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  conditions  have  continued  unfavourable  for 
angling,  and  very  little  sport  has  been  experienced 
by  trout  fishers.  All  classes  of  anglers  will  be 
favoured  by  the  new  stretch  of  water  on  the  Wharfe, 
three  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  from  Pool  Bridge 
down  to  Weeton,  taken  by  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamation.   Fishing  has  been  acquired  for  one 


letters  to  tbe  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opimona  ex^n-essed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHIJsTG  AT  MONTREUX— AND  IN 
SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "Brown  Owl"  and 
another  of  your  correspondents  (in  Fishing  Gazet'e 
ot  April  1)  I  regret  tiat  my  kaowledgs  of  Swiss 
fashing  IS  not  extensive,  and  chiefly  limited  to  the 
part  of  the  Canton  Vaud  in  which  I  have  lived 
longest,! 

Some  of  the  best  t-out  fishing  I  have  heard  of 
was  aboot  Hosperithal,  not  far  irom  the  ascent  to 
the  St.  Gothard  R  ulway  Tunnel,  in  rivers  and 
again  in  the  Piora  Lakes— a  stiff  mule  ride  upwa-d. 
from  Airola,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  tiinnel— 
u,*  I,g?^t'y  doubt  there  being  any  sport  obtain- 
able at  Laster  in  elevated  regions. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreux,  the  best 
river  fishmg  I  know  of  used  to  be  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  upper  Rhone  Valley,  at  places  within  reach 
ot  a  day  s  outing,  going  and  returning  by  rail  and 
steamer.  It  is  still  too  early  for  thess  streams 
apparently,  and  (as  the  Fishing  Gazette  reports  will 
show)  angling  has  been  very  poor  of  late  ;  wor.ce 
indeed,  than  I  have  ever  known  it.  Further  up  the 
valley  at  Sierre  there  is  s  )me  fishing  in  the  Rnone 
and  tributary  streams;  this,  too,  has  been  bad 
since  the  season  opened.  I  have  heard  people  here 
speak  of  going  to  the  Venoge,  near  Cossonay  on 
the  Pontarher  railway,  not  tar  from  Lausanne  in 
search  of  better  sport  there,  or  in  other  rivers  in 
that  direction,  the  Stockalper  and  Vaudois  (Rhone 
Valley)  waters  being  now  too  dirty  to  fish.  Most 
Swiss  stream  fishing  takes  place  in  summer,  and  is 
then  inuch  mterfered  with  by  the  snow-water  so  far 
as  fly  fishing  is  concerned,  though  worm  and  minnow 
fishing  are  less  affected.  The  Lac  Leman  trolling 
with  hand-line 5,  spoons,  and  baits  for  large  sUvery 
trout  and  for  char,  is  such  inferior  sport  that  it  is 
seldom  practised  by  visiting  anglers. 

Licences,  Government  or  syndicates',  varying  from 
6  francs  50  cents,  to  20  francs,  a:e  necessary  almost 
everywhere  in  Switzerland. 

I  have  never  fished  the  Vevey-^e,  and  from  anglers 
hvmg  at  Vevey  coming  to  fish  the  Stockalper  would 
argue  that  it  was  not  thought  much  of,  nor  have  I 
known  anyone  to  use  waders  in  this  part  of  the 
cormtry,  though  they  might  be  useful  at  the  Venose 
where  the  banks  are  thickly  wooded;  or  in  passing 
across  an  extensive  jheel  at  the  lower  part  of  Mr 
Robinson's  stream  rear  Si6rre,  in  the  Canton  Valais 
In  that  Canton  the  licence  (if  unchanged)  is  5  francs 
for  Sundays  and  fete  days  only;  20  francs  for  the 
season.  The  streams  in  Canton  Vaud,  from  within 
a  few  miles  of  Geneva  to  Aigle,  are  Government 
property,  and  the  permis  de  peche  is  6  francs  50  cents 
Where  streams  belong  to  individuals  or  clubs  in 
Valais  leave  is  required. — Yours  truly, 

.  Benwyan. 

P.S. — Notwithstanding  an  unpromising  prospect 
on  a  Swiss  Easter  trip,  ono  might  as  well  bring  a 
portable  rod  with  two  tops,  a  net,  and  a  little 
tackla;  including  medium-sized  EngUsh  flies  and 
small  spinning  tackle  with  a  bottle  of  preserved 
minnows,  on  the  off-chance  of  finding  use  for  them. 

THE  RECORD  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  F.  M.  Leslie  corrects  my  figures 
Ai?u*T^?^°'"'^  P^*^®  producing  the  case  of  the 
611b.  Irish  pike  caught  in  the  Bann  in  1894.  I 
remember  the  story  of  this  pike  very  well.  Do 
you  know,  sir,  why  I  did  not  enter  it  up  in  my 
records?   Because  it  lacked  what  to    me  was 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  Sco. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Pishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Maefadyeu,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

lioflort/ttti,  A  tiff  If  se)/,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TliOUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
Kiver,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wine.s, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply,.TOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     •     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Pishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  INIoy 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  CJolf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel  ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  iu  river  and 
lakes ;  C'oron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  Sd.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
iclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor, T..).  COTTRELL. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
~  ■.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.    Moderate  Tariff. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Peopeietor, 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  tlie  gnests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  7d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.  Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  etc.,  foi 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnislied.  Appointments 
np  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  iSc.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  iu  operation. 

Anylers'  Board,  <).■<.  per  day  or  £2  10.v.  per  week 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,    £1  Is.  ;   Daily,  E 
Boat  and  Man,  fix.  per  day.    Cheaper  AugUi.„ 
terms  on  Uppei-  Water.— Address,  M.^nagkkKSS. 


RELAND.-FISHINC. 

PAYING  GUESTS. 

A  Gentleman,  living  in  West  of  Ireland,  would 
eceive  one  or  two  Paying  (iuests.  Very  good 
'rout  Fishing  in  immediate  ueighbourhood  on 
lakes  and  river,  free  ;  also  .Salnion  Fishing.  Fine 
nountaiu  air.      Terms  moderate.  —  Address, 

Box  226,"  care  of  Eason  &  Son,  Advertising 

•cuts,  Dublin. 


LOUGH  MELVIN. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Camping  Hut  to  Let  on  shore  of  lough  ; 
furnished ;  boat ;  terms  moderate.  Also, 
for  August  only,  comfortable  Fishing 
Lodge  on  large  island. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Ceoft,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon, 
Co.  Donegal. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

Superior  Board  and  Lodging. 


Private  House.  Five  hours  from  Dublin  ; 
two  minutes  from  River.  Three  guineas 
per  \Yeek ;  no  extras. — Address,  Spoet, 
/o  Willing's  Advertising  Offices,  162, 
Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loug-hanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
n  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


SALMON  FISHING-ICELAND. 

PARTNER  wanted  on  very  fine  river 
where  large  number  fish  certain  in  July 
and  August.  Share  everything  equally. 
Very  moderate  outlay.  Separate  lodge 
f  desired.— Apply,  B.  J.  H.  FORDER, 
Langton  House,  Blandford. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


GOOr>  FISHING, 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Over  Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Trout  Fishing 
on  the  Exe  and  Barle.  Every  accom- 
modation at 

CROWN  HOTEL,  EXFORD, 

ANIl 

SHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON 

.1.  H.  Tarr,  Proprietor. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY 


TO  TROUT  ANGLERS. 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Pishing 
District  —  Teviot  and  tributaries.  • — 
Address,  Teout,  c/o  Willing's  Adver 
tising  Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W, 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  clieap- 
ness,  and  Isilling  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

omplete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

OTolin  IHTliite   &>  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


THE  TEST. 

ONE  ROD  on  Bransbury  Common 
TO  LET. 


Apply— 

H.  C.  Hammans,  Mount  House,  Andover. 


The  Property  of  a  gentleman 
having  no  further  use  for  them. 

SALMON  ROD,  REEL, 
AND  LINES,  &c. 

A  first-class  Rod,  I7i  feet,  in  every  respect 
as  good  as  new,  cost  £6.  Reel,  and  about  100 
yards  of  line,  ciuite  new,  cost  36s.  Two  dozen 
large  Salmon  Flies,  by  Forrest  and  other  first- 
class  makers,  cost  'Zs:  each.  The  whole  for 
Apply  to  "  G.  R.,"  Nascott  House,  Watford. 


Co.  DONEGAL. 

TO  LET,  weekly  or  monthly,  until 
August,  FURNISHED  LODGE  ;  atten- 
dance and  fire,  with  exclusive  right  of 
white  and  brown  Trout  Fishing  in  some 
lakes,  and  several  miles  of  rivers. — For 
terms,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Swiney,  Avenue 
Chambers,  Belfast. 


An  Important  SALE  of  RODS, 

Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  Tackle 

(By  Hardv,  FasTER,  Mallock,  Alcock,  Slater, 
and  other  well-known  makers) 
Will  he  held  on  Fridm.tt  -^pril  14th, 
100S,at.J.  C.  Sterens's  Oreat  Room.s, 

38,    KING  SODRSSrr, 

COVENT  GARDEN,  W.C., 

At  12.30  o'clock  precisely. 

lTAI-ogces  Fiirot:. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


Xo  X^et  — A.  Few  Rods 

On  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing  on  the 
River  Oughton.  River  well  stocked.  Forty-three 
minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N.  Railway).— 
Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Commander  Fel- 
LOWES,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery,  Hitchin. 


ONE  ROD  TO  LET. 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fiy  rise ;       miles  ;  limited  to 
five  members.  Stocked  annually  ;  keeper 
found.    £15. — Full  particulars  from 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading. 


TO  LET. 

TWO  OR  THREE  RODS 

On  about  two-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing 
in  the  RIVER  ARROW  at  Monkland 
and  about  two-and-a-half  miles  from 
Leominster  Station.  The  River  is  well 
stocked  with  both  Trout  and  Grayling, 
and  affords  some  excellent  sport  all  the 
year.  Three  Guineas  per  rod. — Apply  to 
Robert  M.  Dent,  Leominster. 


RODS  TO  LET 


GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Within  30  minutes'  of  Paddington  (less  by 
fast  train). 


Jack,  Perch,  Roach,  Chub,  Dace,  &c. 
and  some  large  Trout. 

OverlJ  miles  of  strictly  private  water 

Subscription  £3  3s.  For  particulars 
apply  to — 

JOHN  MOULTON. 
" Glencoe,"  Vernon  Rd.,  Clapham  Rd.,S.  W, 


SALMON  FISHING, 

GAL  WAY. 

Annual  Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1905 
now  ready.  Catch  last  season  1,230. 
Seven  Season  Rods,  eight  months,  60 
guineas  each.  —  Apply,  W.  N.  Milne, 
Superintendent,  Fishery  Office,  Gal  way. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

FOR   CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tins. 

Always  Ready  for  Usk. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  1/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d. 

CLARKE^  CO., 
38,  CALLOWTREE  GATE,  LEICESTER. 


WALTER  JARVIS, 

Thirty  years  in  n  Merlditch 
Jb'ishing    Tackle  Warehouse, 

IS  NOW  PREPARED  TO  SUPPLY 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards  (six 

lengths  of  Gut),  tapered  FF  to  4x,  8d.  each. 
BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards, 

tapered  fine  to  2x,  Gut,  6d.  each. 
SECOND  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards, 

tapered  flne  to  2x,  Gut,  4id.  each. 
A  GOOD  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards,  3d.  each. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  12  in.  fine  drawn  Gut,  5d. 

per  doz. 

BEST  HOOKS,  to  4x  drawn  Gut,  15  in.,  8d. 

per  doz. 

ROACH  HOOKS,  to  1  yard  Gut  bottoms,  1/1 ! 

per  doz. 

DRAWN  GUT,  Ix  to  4x,  12  in.,  2/6  per  100. 
DRAWN  GUT,  5x,  15  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  NAMED  TROUT  FLIES,  8id.  per  doz. 

A  Liberal  Discount  allowed  to  Angling  Clubs  on 
parcels  of  50/-  and  upwards. 

Note  the  Addre.ss  : 

7,  ARCHER  ROAD,  REDDITCH^ 
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absolutely  unimpeachable  verification.  Mr.  Jardine 
must  have  been  of  my  way  of  thinking,  too,  for  in 
his  book  on  "  Pike  and  Perch,"  published  in  1898, 
although  he  gives  a  full  list  of  heavy  pike  caught 
down  to  1897,  this  remarkable  61 -pounder,  caught 
in  1894,  is  omitted.  Why  did  Mr.  Jardine  omit  it  ? 
Was  it  because,  like  myself  and  many  others,  he 
had  his  doubts  ?  The  point  is,  is  the  story  estab- 
lished bsyond  all  reasonable  doubt  ?  At  the  time 
great  fun  was  made  of  it.  Mr.  Leslie  may  believe 
it,  and  have  every  ground  for  believing  it,  but 
English  anglers  and  writers  would  like  authentic 
corroboration  before  this  Irish  monster  ,is  admitted 

to  the  first  place  of  honour  in  our  pike  records.  

Yours  truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

P.S. — I  have  .=!ince  looked  up  an  article  on  Iiish 
pike  fishing  by  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  recently  angling 
editor  of  tiie  Field,  written  three  years  ago,  and  he, 
too,  makes  no  mention  of  this  61 -pounder,  but 
says  that  nothing  authentic  is  known  over  about 
401b.  How  is  it  we  all  ignore  this  famous  Irish 
pike  ?  It  is  not  another  '•  injustice  to  Ireland."  It 
is  because  up  to  now  the  incident  has  not  been 
proven. 


THAT  38lb.  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  25' 
under  heading  "  That  Irish  Pike,"  Mr.  Ernest 
Phillips  remarks  that  this)  pike  of  381b.  "  was 
taken  in  a  net  by  some  Irish  fishermen  who  were 
netting  Lough  Mask." 

I  wish  to  inform  your  readers  that  this  statement 
is  erroneous,  and  that  the  fish  in  question  was  taken 
with  a  Blue  Phantom  and  line  by  Patrick  Connor, 
of  Derrypark,  water-bailiff  on  Lough  Mask. 

The  cjnclusion,  however,  that  therefore  this  is 
not  the  largest  pike  taken  with  a  line  is  quite  true, 
for  many  of  the  fishermen  about  Lough  Mask  and 
Lough  Corrib  have  seen  and  can  testify  to  larger 
pike  being  taken  with  a  line,  although  they  never 
advertise  them.  Neither  did  Patrick  Connor  adver- 
tis=i  this  one,  nor  was  it  his  largest. 

But  he  informs  me  that  it  would  have  been  con- 
signed to  the  fish  pot  Uke  the  others,  instead  of  to 
Mr.  Williams,  were  it  not  that  Mr.  Robinson,  J.P., 
happened  to  be  at  his  place  on  that  day. — Yours 
tf'uly.  Rev.  p.  CtjRBAN,  C.C. 

Clonbur,  co.  Galway, 
April  3. 


RE  RECORD  TAKES  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  very  kindly  assist  me  by 
publishing  this  letter,  to  thank  Mr.  Jardine  andMr. 
White  for  their  highly  interesting  replies  to  my 
queries  on  the  above  subject;  and  for  their  kind 
treatment  of  my  somewhat  bragging  article.  I, 
too,  like  yourself,  "  have  no  desire  to  catch  a  record 
take,"  as  you  put  it,  but  after  being  an  eye-witness 
of  such  a  haul,  fifty-six  fish,  averaging  over  81b.  5oz. 
each,  by  two  fishing  rods  in  under  four  hours'  actual 
fishing,  I  could  not  help  asking  for  information, 
thinking;  it  a  very  rare  occurrence. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  White  as  to  size  of  bait 
and  took  my  31  lb.  fish  that  day  with  a  small  bleak! 
I  tried  the  "  noted  waters  "  he  quotes  three  days 
previously,  with  all  sizes  and  kinds  of  bait,  save 
gudgeon,  but  to  no  effect ;  and  surely  he  has  had 
that  experience,  somewhere  and  sometime — namely 
that  they  will  not  have  anything,  anyhow  any- 
where.   Fortunately,  it  is  not  often  the  ease. 

On  this  February  day,  spin  or  no  spin,  wobble  or 
wash,  shallow  or  sunk,  made  no  difference,  they 
just  meant  it.  I  own  frankly  that  up  till  lately  I 
preferred  big  dace  for  live-baiting  but  not  for 
spinning,  5in.  being  my  largest  for  choice.  One  has 
to  take  what  one  can  get  at  times,  in  order  to  have 
enough,  and  the  big  dace  to  which  I  referred  was 
one  whose  room  I  considered  better  than  his  com- 
pany m  the  bait-can. 

Would  Mr.  White  very  kindly  write  to  me,  as  I 
should  much  like  to  try  and  trace  the  catch  of 
twenty-one  pike,  weighing  339ilb. ;  it  would  be 
good  to  hear  that  it  was  "Champion  Jardine  "  if 
he  will  forgive  my  thus  putting  it.— Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Procter. 

WHAT  IS  IT? 
Dear  Sir,— The  enclosed  fish  was  caueht  by  one 
of  our  members  in  a  pond  rented  by  us,  and  which 
has  hitherto  yielded  peich  and  roach.     I  would 
esteem  It  a  favour  if  you  could  explain  what  species 
,  —Yours  truly,         William  Witter, 

loO,  Wa  vet  tree-road.  Sec,  Nelson  A.S. 

Liverpool. 

.<  ,t  -^"c'lia  glauca.    Couch  calls  it 

derbio  It  19  common  in  the  sea  from  south 
shores  of  Great  Britain  to  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It 
much  resembles  the  John  Dory.  Does  the  pond 
breed  other  sea-fish  ?— Ed.]  ^ 


BASS  FISHING  FROM  THE  BEACH  AT 
EASTBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  whether  there  is  any  good  bass  fishing, 
casting  from  the  beach,  at  or  near  Eastbourne  ?  I 
remember  reading  an  article  thereon  in  your  paper 
about  July  or  August,  but  have  mislaid  it  and 
cannot  remember  the  exact  date.  I  want  this 
information  for  my  summer  holidays  in  July  next, 
and  should  like  to  find  a  place  where  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  of  getting  a  bass  or  two  of  good  size 
during  a  fortnight,  casting  from  the  beach,  as  I 
object  to  boat  fishing. — Yours  truly,  Bass. 

DETACHABLE  MOTORS  FOR  SMALL  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — With  respect  to  a  recent  inquiry 
from  one  of  your  readeri',  perhaps  the  enclosed 
paragraph  and  photo  from  the  Bystander  of  Jan.  4 
will  interest  you. — Yours  faithfully,         J.  P.  C. 

The  account  our  correspondent  kindly  sends  is  as 
follows : — 

"  The  Moto-Qodille. — A  little  motor  with  a  long 
name  was  one  of  the  novelties  of  the  Paris  Salon. 
It  has  been  designed  by  a  French  firm,  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  well-known  Buchet  motor.  Their 
idea  is  to  provide  an  attachment  whereby  any 
small  boat  can  be  quickly  and  easily  driven  by 
power.  A  small  Buchet  motor  of  2^  h.-p.  is  set  in 
a  steel  frame,  which  is  fixed  to  the  stern  of  the 
boat.  The  power  is  transmitted  by, "a  light  shaft 
encased  in  a  tube  to  a  screw  propeller.  Forward  of 
the  motor  are  the  petrol  and  oil  tanks,  the  battery 


ANCHORS  FOR  BOATS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  F,  B.  Ellison  (New 
Winterastt  Anglers'  Club,  Wakefield,  Yorka)  re 
anchors,  he  cannot  do  better  than  write  to  Sewell 
and  Crowther,  18,  Cocksour-street,  London,  S.W., 
for  size  and  price  of  Wastemys  Smith's  Patent 
Stockless  Anchor.  They  are  sold  by  weight. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  E.  B.  Habrold  (Capt.). 


MARKING  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — -The  Thames  will  soon  contain  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  marked  trout,  thanks  to  the 
praiseworthy  endeavours  of  those  gentlemen  and 
associations  who  continue  to  contribute  to  the 
river's  stock  of  game  fish.  The  information  to  be 
gained  from  the  same  cannot  fail  to  be  of  value  in 
tlie  future.  Privata  owners  of  water  elsewhere, 
who  are  anxious  about  the  migratory  movements  of 
their  stock,  are  also,  very  wisely,  commencing 
experiments  in  the  same  direction. 

The  question  of  the  best  and  most  expeditious 
method  of  marking  is  still  sub  judice.  The  rough 
and  ready  method  of  mutilating  one  or  more  fins  is 
the  simplestj;  punching  the  adipose  fin,  somewhat 
as  sheep  are  ear-marked,  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
best  means  to  adopt  in  this  line.  Another  method 
is  to  attach  a  label  to  either  the  dorsal  or  adipose 
fin ;  the  former  has  been  fully  described  in  your 
columns,  with  the  exception  of  instructions  for 
holding  the  fish  ;  this  has  to  be  done  by  an  assistant, 
who  holds  the  trout  by  the  head  and  tail  and  leaves 
the  dorsal  fin  exposed  for  the  operator,  standing 


The  Moto-Godille. 


and  coil,  and  the  controlling  levers — the  weight  of 
these  balance  the  weight  of  the  shafting,  and  the 
driver  can  thus  easily  tilt  the  propeller  in  any 
direction.  By  moving  it  from  side  to  side  he  can 
steer,  while  if  he  wishes  to  slow  down,  all  he  does  is 
to  lift  the  screw  out  of  the  water.  The  angle  at  which 
the  screw  works  is  not  particularly  efficient,  but 
the  whole  apparatus  is  so  easily  fixed  and  controlled 
that  its  very  simplicity  may  create  a  demand." 

[M.  Bougie  kindly  got  for  us  some  further  par- 
ticulars. It  appears  that  this  moto  godille  costs 
about  £40,  and  is  made  by  the  Usines  Buchet,  15, 
Rue  Greflulhe,  Levallois  Perret  (Seine),  France. 
— Ed.  J 


DRESSING  FOR  LEATHER  FISHING  BOOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  1,  re 
waterproof  dressing,  you  add  a  note  suggesting 
"  Gishurstine  "  as  the  "  best  ever."  My  experience 
IS  that  there  is  no  dressing  which  can  compare  with 
"  Mars  oil,"  a  bottle  of  which  I  gave  you  some  time 
ago  ;  this  requires  no  rubbing  in— simply  paint  it 
on  with  the  brush  supplied.  It  is  in  use  in  the 
German  army  and  navy  for  all  leather  goods.  All 
the  raftsmen  on  the  Rhine  use  it  for  their  long 
boots.  I  have  given  away  some  hundred  bottles 
(tm)  to  friends,  who  say  it  is  the  best  waterproof 
dressing  they  ever  used.  Of  course  if  the  boots  are 
not  watertight   they  will,  as  Mr.  Pearson  says, 

drink  the  water  in."  I  have  but  two  bottles  left, 
but  will  get  more  when  I  again  go  to  Germany.  I 
am  quite  sure  it  is  not  for  sale  in  these  islands. 
The  address  in  Germany  is  Karl  Gilg  (Mars  Oil) 
Gross  Lichterfelds,  Beilin.— Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  Coggeshall. 

[Mucli  obliged  to  Mr.  Coggeshall.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  never  tiied  the  "  Mars  oil,"  as  it  has  such  an 

ancient  and  fishlike  smell"  about  it,  as  Shake- 
speare says. — Ed.J 


opposite,  to  manipulate ;  the  process  is  rather 
trymg  to  the  fish,  and  the  fin  is  liable  to  be  torn. 
A  label  for  attachment  to  the  adipose  fin  has  been 
invented  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Rowe,  jeweller,  of  Marlow, 
who  is  also  the  maker,  consisting  of  a  simple  silver 
wire  pointed  at  one  end  and  flattened  out  into  a 
small  label  at  the  other;  it  can  be  quickly  passed 
through  the  fin,  bent  in  a  loop  backwards,  twisted 
so  as  to  clear  the  posterior  edge  of  the  fin,  and  the 
pointed  end  cut  off.  The  label  lies  just  behind  the 
fin.  The  handling  of  the  fish  is  rather  difficult,  as 
the  tail  has  to  be  left  free;  but  if  a  funnel  shaped 
receptacle  was  used,  into  which  each  fish  could  be 
inserted  head  first,  having  been  pre\'iously  caught 
by  the  tail,  a  minimum  amount  of  injury  would  be 
inflicted.  A  straw  bottle-envelope,  cut  short  enough 
t)  allow  the  tail  to  project,  should  answer  the 
purpose.  Fish  in  this  position  are  very  amenable 
to  discipline.  In  the  estuary  of  the  Severn  salmon 
are  cauglit  in  wicker  devices  of  this  shape,  locally 
known  as  putts.  Perhaps  the  best  mode  of  marking 
has  yet  to  be  introduced,  and  may  take  the  form  of 
punching  the  adipose  fin  and  inserting  a  simply 
constructed  stud.  The  trout  marked  for  the 
Thames,  so  far,  have  been  S.  jario  ;  but  it  has  yet 
to  be  proved  that  the  rainbow,  of  the  right  strain, 
will  not  succeed  if  introduced  in  sufficient  numbers 
up  and  down  the  river. — Yours  truly, 

Berkshire. 


THE  DARLEY  DALE  CLUB. 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  be  sorrv  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  our  old  keeper  Ned  Allen.  He  died  last 
week,  after  having  been  in  the  service  of  the  club  for 
more  than  forty  years ;  in  fact,  since  its  very  oom- 
mencement.  He  was  a  strange  character,  and,  to 
the  few  who  knew  him  intimately,  very  inte:esting. 
He  had  one  settled  conviction  that  nobody  could 
shake,  and  that  was  that  the  female  Olive  Dim  was 
the  Apple  Green.    You  could  call  the  male  an  Oliva 
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Or  Ash  Dun,  or  anything  you  Hked,  but  the  female 
must  be  Apple  Green.  Poor  dear  old  chap.  I  was 
looking  at  some  flies  only  a  few  nights  ago  which  he 
dressed  for  me  last  season  ;  and  really,  considering 
the  man  was  only  a  plain  ordinary  keeper,  they  are 
works  of  art.  I  once  heard  the  late  Francis  Francis 
say  that,  whatever  else  might  be  said  about  Allen's 
flies,  the  colours  were  first-rate.  I  used  to  ask  him 
at  times  where  he  got  his  hackles  from.  He  always 
said  he  bred  a  good  many  fowls  himsslf,  and  also 
used  to  go  round  amongst  his  neighbours,  and  if  he 
spotted  either  hen  or  cock  with  tae  right  colours  he 
used  to  either  buy,  exchange,  or  beg.  Often  late 
in  the  season  we  sent  him  out  to  catch  a  few  dishes 
of  fish  for  the  tenants  whose  land  we  parsed  over. 
I  used  to  say  to  him,  "  Look  here,  Allen,  when  you  go 
out  fishing  you  must  only  use  one  fly."  He  was  a 
staunch  three-fly  man  to  the  last.  His  replies  and 
looks  were  often  very  comical.  He  always  thought 
we  dry-fly  men  were  a  sort  of  amiable  crank.  He 
told  me  on  one  occasion  a  very  doleful  story  about 
his  old  favourite  rod  having  broken  down ;  I  hap- 
pened to  mention  that  I  had  five  or  six  of 
Collinson's  rods  that  I  hardly  ever  used.  Didn't  he 
rise  at  that  fly  ;  and  when  I  made  him  a  present  of 
one  he  was  so  delighted  that  I  do  not  know  how 
many  pinches  of  snuff  he  took  before  he  could 
recover  himself.  He  came  up  to  me  one  morning 
in  high  glee.  I  was  staying  at  Rowsley  at  the  time. 
Hooked  at  him  and  said,  "What's  up,  now,  Ned."  I 
could  hardly  get  it  out  of  him,  but  the  fact  was 
Lord  Granby  had  taken  his  photograph  sitting  in 
the  old  water-trough  opposite  to  the  Peacock  Hotel, 
and  mightily  pleased  tne  old  man  was.  I  rather 
fancy  Lord  Granby  liked  having  a  bit  of  fun  with 
him  at  times ;  but  the  poor  old  chap  always  knew 
his  place,  and  that  is  saying  a  lot  in  his  favour. 

On  the  day  before  his  funeral  we  turned  into  the 
river,  not  very  far  from  his  house,  1000  beautiful 
two-year-old  Lathkill  trout,  many  from  Sin.  to  lOin. 
long.  How  he  would  have  been  pleased  to  have 
seen  them.  Since  I  wrote  you  last  we  have  made 
great  strides  in  the  improvement  of  this  fishery. 
We  have  put  on  an  extra  keeper,  staked  the  river 
in  all  parts  where  poachers  could  work  a  net,  and 
are  now  busy  rearing  fish  for  restocking  purposes. 
We  have  also  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  for  president,  and  Mr.  Payne 
Galway,  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  agent,  for  vice- 
president,  and  also  a  strong  working  committee,  so 
that  both  present  and  future  members  may  look 
forward  to  many  happy  and  successful  days  in  Darley 
Dale.  We  have  ons  or  two  vacancies  this  season. 
If  any  of  your  friends  would  like  to  join  us  they 
should  write  to  the  secretary  quickly;  address,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Dawson,  Glen  View,  Darley  Dale,  near 
Matlock.  The  annual  subscription  is  only  three 
guineas,  with  two  guineas  entrance  fee.  We  have 
six  miles  of  water.  Certainly,  one  of  the  cheapest 
first-class  clubs  ia  England. — Yours  truly, 

T.  J.  HODSON, 


COTTAGE  AND  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  answer  the  following  queries  in  your  next 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  : — ■ 

1.  Where  is  the  best  free  c:>arse  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  the  southern  counties  ? 

2.  Is  the  district  from  Littlehampton  up  to,  say, 
Pulborough  good  ? 

3.  Is  good  pike  fishing  obtainable  there  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  book  published  on  the  subject 
giving  reliable  information  ? 

Wnat  I  want  is  a  cottage,  say,  £25  a  year  rent, 
with  good  free  fishing  and  a  decent  golf  course 
accessible — the  course  at  Littlehampton  is  fairly 
good,  I  believe.  Is  not  the  Amberley  and  Pul- 
borough district  much  fished  by  London  clubs  ?  I 
know  the  Norfolk  waters  fairly  well,  and  would 
much  prefer  settling  down  there,  but  unfortunately 
am  slightly  rheumatic,  and  the  east  coast  is  there- 
fore unsuitable;  the  Thames  is  too  expensive.  I 
am  not  tied  to  any  particular  locality.  Perhaps  I 
should  g3t  what  I  want  best  in  Ireland,  but  it  is  a 
Ijng  way  off. — Yours  truly.  Vagrant. 

[Good  free  pike  fishing  is  scarce ;  possibly  the 
Wye  (Herefordshire,  etc. )  is  as  good  as  any. — Kd.] 

HACKLES  FROM  GAME  FOWLS. 
Dear  Sir, — A  letter  in  your  issue  of  March  18 
was  headed  as  above,  and  it  was  your  pleasure  to 
know  that  white  game  was  offered.  I  fear  the 
demand  for  white  is  mostly  wanted  and  sougat  for 
for  the  dyeing  process  you  mention;  had  it  been 
Coch-y-Bondhu  one  would  be  delighted,  and  if  the 
price  for  white  game  is  reasonable  for  20s.  a  sitting, 
what  must  be  the  value  for  good  Blues  or  Honey 
Duns  ?  I  should  myself  put  the  value  of  whites 
at,  say,  £20.  I  know  where  some  good  Honey  Duns 
aie,  and  the  value  of  them  must  be  considerable.  I 
do  find  this,  that  the  dyed  feathers  are  on  the 
market  to  the  multitude,  just  as  good,  notwith- 


standing their  continually  becoming  the  original 
wliites,  and  that  to  a  very  few,  are  natural  colours 
sought  after.  I  know  a  breeder  who  was  told  some 
years  ago  that  10s.  was  very  stiff  for  eggs  from  birds 
which  were  shown  at  the  Aquarium  and  awarded 
the  highest  awards ;  but  now,  to  see  these  excep- 
tional prices  for  whites  makes  one  wish  they  had 
twenty  pens  of  Blues  and  Honey  Duns,  and  could 
sell  them  at  20s.  a  sitting. 

Good  Blues,  etc.,  are  scarce,  and  will  soon  be  gone, 
no  fisherman  caring  if  the  hackles  of  his  flies  are 
duck's  or  hen's.    Dyed  they  must  be. 

Devon  and  Cumberland,  I  believe,  are  the  only 
counties  who  possess  the  valuable  breeds  in  colours 
suited  for  the  making  of  artificial  flies. — Yours 
truly,  M.  O.  S. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  AUGUST  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  25  by  A.  W.  M.  Ilkley, 
last  July  three  friends  and  myself  had  a  fortnight  s 
fishing  for  brown  and  gillaroo  trout  on  Lough  Melvin 
(free  fishing)  and  had  splendid  sport.  We  stayed 
at  Pat  Magonigle's  farm,  Dernasser,  Lough  Melvin, 
near  Ballyshannon.  The  accommodation  and  atten- 
tion were  excellent  in  every  way,  and  very  cheap. 
If  your  correspondent  and  friends  preferred  to  be 
under  canvas,  I  have  no  doubt  that  terms  could  be 
arranged  with  Pat  for  them  to  pitch  a  tent  on  his 
land,  wbich  is  on  the  edge  of  the  lake.  His  charge 
for  a  boat  and  man  is  thirty  shillings  per  week.  I 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  give  any  further  informa- 
tion.— Yours  truly,  E.  Goring. 


CORON  LAKE,  ANGLESEY. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers,  from  per- 
sonal experience,  give  me  reliable  information  as  to 
the  fly  fishing  on  this  lake  during  May,  whether  it 
is  worth  spending  a  fortnight  on,  coming  from  a 
long  distance,  and  whether  comfortable  quarters 
are  obtainable  cljse  by  at  reasonable  cost,  either 
hotel  or  lodgings  ?  Do  the  fish  average  a  fair  size  for 
loch  trout,  say,  6oz.  or  7oz.  or  -|lb.,  and  can  one 
look  for  a  decent  bisket,  say,  from  a  dozen  to 
twenty  per  day  in  suitable  weather,  and  lastly,  can 
one  also  fish  from  the  shores  ?  Any  remarks  as  to 
the  river  fishing,  size  of  fiih,  etc.,  would  be  very 
much  appreciated. — Yours  truly.  Explorer. 


FISHING  IN  THE  HEREFORD  ARROW. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  something  about  the 
fishing  in  the  Hereford  Arrow — what  are  the  best 
months  for  sea-trout,  if  there  be  a  local  fishing 
association  or  any  hotel  that  rents  a  stretch  of  it 
that  can  grant  leave  to  fish,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion generally  would  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  G.  B. 


CHUB  TAKES  A  GUDGEON. 
Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  1,  Mr.  Digby  Legard  writes 
re  a  chub  being  caught  on  a  4in.  gudgeon.  He  will 
be  surprised  to  know  I  caught  a  2^1b.  chub  on  a 
5in.  artificial  roach  (supplied  by  Miller,  Leeds) 
while  pike  spinning  in  the  Thames  near  Northmoor 
Lock  in  October,  1903  ;  and  in  the  Cnerwell,  Enslow 
Bridge,  the  same  month,  a  chub,  3|lb.,  on  a  3  jin. 
kidney  spoon.  I  have  caught  a  fair  number  on 
3in.  Devons  in  mid  summer  at  Wheatley  in  River 
Thame. — Yours  truly,  A.  A'Bear. 

HOW  TO  KEEP  MINNOWS. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  as  to  the  best  method  of  keeping 
minnows  in  an  aquarium  over  the  trout  season  ?  I 
intend  at  present  placing  them  in  a  large  glass 
carboy  holding  about  nine  gallons  of  water.  Any 
tips,  such  as  feed,  change  of  water,  etc.,  will  be 
much  appreciated. — Yours  truly,       D.  Morgan. 

BLOCI^AN. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fish  described  under  the  above 
name  by  your  Irish  correspondent  is  undoubtedly 
the  coalfish,  not  the  pollack.  The  same  name 
(blockan)  is  used  in  the  Isle  of  Man  for  this  fish. 
Whilst  a  great  admirer  of  Mr.  Hoarder's  india-rubber 
baits  for  pollack,  I  think  the  white  feather  lure  is 
more  deadly  for  coalfish,  whioli  are  more  surface 
feeder-!,  moving  in  shoals,  and  feeding  largely  on 
fry,  the  feather  being  a  good  imitation  of  their 
habitual  prey.  The  rubber  eel,  at  greater  depth 
and  over  weeds,  is,  on  the  contrary,  par  excellence 
for  pollack. — Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Callow. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLEN  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  25 
Mr,  Jardine  gives  a  list  of  large  fish,  other  than 
salmon,  caught  during  the  past  season.    Don't  you 


think  he  is  rather  hard  again  on  these  lakes  in  this 
district  ?  He  evidently  thinks  all  men  (here)  are 
liars,  and  as  he  speaks  of  the  reports  which  reach 
us  and  our  readers,  I  suppose  he  writes  with 
authority.  He  gives  the  largest  pike  taken  here 
last  autumn  as  23ilb.  He  can  see  one  now  at  Mr. 
Cooper's  weighing  331b. ,  which  I  am  expecting  home 
daily,  and  which  Mr.  Mossop  caught  on  Oct.  3  last, 
and  which  was  duly  recorded  in  your  paper,  and 
you  may  remember  there  was  some  correspondence 
at  the  time  about  the  raeasuremeats.  Mr.  Mossop 
gave  me  this  fish  because  he  had  a  bigger  one  at 
home,  also  caught  in  Lough  Conn.  I  could  also 
show  you.  Mr.  Editor,  or  Mr.  Jardine,  another 
good  fish  in  my  house,  which  this  is  to  match, 
weighing  27|lb.,  and  caught  in  Cullen,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  hotel,  if  you  would 
only  favour  us  with  a  visit,  and  judge  for  yourselves 
whether  the  English  lakes  have  a  monopoly  of  those 
monsters.  Moreover,  both  those  fish  were  fairly 
caught  on  single  gut,  and  were  authentically 
weighed  here  in  my  presence  and  other  people. 

I  hope  you  will  kindly  insert  this  in  next  issue  of 
your  valuable  paper. — I  am,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  faith- 
fully yours,  P.  Healy. 

The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon, 
Foxford,  CO.  Mayo. 


DRY-FLY  PATTERN  CARD. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  in  handing  you 
herewith  our  dry-fly  pattern  card,  combined  with 
eyed-hook  size  scale,  which  we  are  presenting  to 
our  customers  for  future  guidance.  When  placing 
their  orders  we  hope  it  will  lessen  the  confusion  so 
often  caused  by  the  many  existing  scales  of  sizes. 
A  medium-sized  hook  No.  0  has  been  dressed  to 
more  clearly  illustrate  our  object  in  view. 

We  trust  you  will  find  the  pattern  card  both 
useful  and  ornamental,  and  beg  to  suggest  a  place 
for  it  on  the  wall  among  your  fishing  trophies. 

Having  erected  new  workshops  fitted  with  the 
latest  improvements,  electric  power,  lighting,  etc., 
we  are  able  to  execute  special  orders  in  all  depart- 
ments with  greater  despatch  and  excellence  than 
hitherto. 

Thanking  you  for  your  past  patronage,  which  we 
trust  will  still  continue, — We  are,  yours  obediently, 

Ogden  Smiths. 
24,  Knightsbridge,  Hyde  Park  Corner ; 
and  32  and  34,  St.  John's-hill,  Clapham  Jimction. 

[This  is  a  capital  idea  and  well  carried  out.  An 
exquisitely  tied  floating  dun  is  shown  under  a  dome 
of  glass — like  the  glass  of  an  old-fashioned  great- 
grandfather's watch,  and  under  it  are  all  the  sizes 
of  dry-fly  hooks  ever  wanted — except  possibly  for 
May  Flies.— Ed.] 

DR.  LAKE'S  PATTERN  OF  THE  GRANNOM. 

Dear  Sib, — We  send  you  a  few  grannoms  of  a 
pattern  dressed  to  the  design  of  a  customer  of  ours. 
Dr.  Lake.  They  did  very  well  last  year,  and  we 
are  stocking  a  good  quantity  for  this  season,  and 
expect  a  large  sale  for  them.  You  will  observe 
that  the  green  more  closely  resembles  a  bunch  of 
eggs  than  any  other  dressing  of  a  grannom.  If  you 
are  fishing  when  the  grannom  rise  is  up  we  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  try  them. — Yours  truly, 

6,  Crooked-lane,  E.C.  Eaton  and  Deller.  i 
March  30. 

[I  like  Dr.  Lake's  grannom  very  much  indeed ; 
the  novelty  consists  in  the  way  the  green  eggs  are 
copied,  which  is  very  clever  and  effective,  and  the 
best  I  have  ever  seen.  The  grannom  is  a  capital 
fly  for  evening  fishing  when  the  sedges  are  taken, 
and  can  be  so  used  all  the  sedge  season  as  well  as 
in  its  own  very  short  season.  I  have  also  found 
that  it  is  often  a  good  fly  in  October  for  grayling. 
— Ed.] 


A  FINE  BARBEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  your  list  of  fish  caught  during 
the  last  season  gives  the  largest  barbel  as  81b.  It 
may  interest  j'ou  to  know  that  my  rod  was  respon- 
sible for  a  finely  fed  and  well-shaped  barbel  caught 
in  the  Homesford  waters  of  tlie  Derwent  (Derby- 
shire) during  the  closing  week  of  coarse  fishing. 
The  fish  soaled  91b.  twenty-four  hours  after  being 
caught.  It  is  being  set  up  in  Nottingham.  I  see  it 
was  mentioned  in  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph  of 
March  25.  The  fish  was  28in.  long. — Yours  truly, 
Frederick  Chambers, 


SPECIMEN  FISH  WORTH  MOUNTING. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  as  to  what  is  the  weight  above 
which  goldfish  and  bronze  carp  are  worth  stuffing 
as  specimen  fish  ?  The  largest  I  ever  saw  would  be 
nearly  a  foot  long. — Yours  truly,      J.  H.  Hirst. 

(Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 


[For  Utt  of  Contentsi  see  page  261.] 

Tm  FlSHlNa  Gazbttb  is  pnbUshed  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son-g  RaUway  Book- 
staUs,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
JJealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of  the  FlsmNQ 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces 
sarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Tm  Fishing  Gazette-  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
be  ma<£*°*'  '     "^^o^  all  money  payments  should 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10* 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        ::       5»:  id 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto        ..       2*.  8d 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

•ubscnption,  including  postage    ..       ..      12»,  Od, 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    «7    7  n 

Half  Page      ..       ..       .  ,  I  il  i 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page        . .       ' '       ' "       2    2  0 
Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page      . .         "       ' '  150 
SmaU  advertisements  5».  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

.HH;^af.T?"^,?*"?°*  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 

Hotir^E'ettLt^e^Son"""'^'  ^"^^^'^ 

wf^^^lt'^"^"^^  '"^'}.a:nve  not  later-than  two  o'cloei  on 
Wedne$dayi,  addretsed  "Adveriisement  Manater." 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays,  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thursday  morning 
Apnl  20  (mstead  of  on  Friday  as  usual).  All 
communications  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane 
by  first  post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  19. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  15,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

The  New  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  Show  Card. 
I  HAVE  to  thank  many  of  our  readers  for  very 
kindly  getting  our  new  Fishing  Gazette  coloured 
show  card  put  up  where  anglers  are  likely  to  see  it. 

Exhibits  from  Amateur  Fly-Tiers  Wanted. 

I  am  asked  to  say  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court, 
which  opens  on  May  1,  will  be  glad  to  receive  some 
more  loan  collections  of  flies  (salmon  and  trout) 
^om  amateurs.  Particulars  can  be  had  of  Mr 
H.  Hartley,  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court, 
London,  S.W. 


The  Darley  Dale  Club. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Darley  Dale  Qub 
was  a  great  success.  We  shaU  have  a  report 
>f  it  next  week. 


Blagdon  Reservoir  and  the  Record  Roach. 

^  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Alexander,  the  Secretary  and 
>^eneral  Manager  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
^.ompany,  informs  me  that  the  fishing  regulations 
or  1905  are  now  ready,  and  can  be  had  from  him 
rhe  fishmg  opens  on  April  22.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
^hat  Mr.  Alexander  has  been  able  to  do  as  I 
iusgested  and  allow  the  record  roach  to  be 
!xhibited  at  the  Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Hundreds  of  roach  anglers  wiU  go  to 
liarl  s  Court  specially  to  see  the  great  fish. 

"Quite  Absurd,"  or  Drawn  "Undrawn"  Gut. 

The  wholesale  gut  merchant  who  supplies  the 
•etail  fashing  tackle  maker  who  sent  me  the  gut 
vhich  I  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot 
ttarch  25  sends  me  this  letter.-  In  a  letter  sent 
nth  It  he  says :  «  Kindly  give  equal  prommence  to 
inclosed  letter  as  you  have  done  to  your  imperfect 
luotation  from  my  letter  to  Mr^   ,"  and  he 


25( 


adds :  f  I  have  not  put  my  name  to  it  as  I  do  not 
care  to  enter  the  ring  with  any  member  of  the  Press 
m  his  own  paper,  for  I  neither  know  the  rules  nor 
would  take  on  myself  such  an  unequal  contest." 

I  can  assure  "  Fair  Play  "  that  the  only  rules  I 
know  are  those  suggested  by  the  name  he  chooses 
to  write  under. 

But  here  is  his  letter:  — 

"De.4b  Sie,— I  notice  with  much  astonishment 
m  your  issue  of  March  25  an  abstract  from  a  letter 
of  mme  which  you  have  published  without  my 
permission.  I  should  not  have  mmded  at  all  had 
you  published  my  entire,  references  to  the  subject 
of  drawn  and  undrawn  gut.  As  it  is,  you  have 
only  quoted  those  of  my  remarks  that  suited  your 
own  argument,  and  left  entkely  out  the  matter 
vital  to  a  comparison  between  the  features  of  the 
two  articles,  and  added  further  much  comment  of 
your  own  which  I  am  not  caUed  on  to  notice, 
except  whece  you  are  absolutely  inaccurate  in 
refernng  to  the  prices  I  am  charging  for  the  said 
gut,  as  I  charge  very  much  less  than  what  I  charge 
for  drawn  gut,  one  of  the  strong  recommendations 
of  the  article  being  its  very  moderate  cost.  In 
your  examination  of  the  gut  you  have  limited 
yourself  to  examining  the  frayed  points,  and  as  a 
great  many  strands  of  this  gut— the  finer  strands- 
are  not  touched  by  the  draw-plate  at  all  although 
pomted,  you  have  managed  to  appear  very  clever 
without  any  demonstration  of  particular  merit 
Any  novice  can  tell  a  frayed  point  of  gut,  but 
neither  you  nor  any  expert  could  tell  the  difference 
between  a  length  of  the  finest  quality  of  gut  that 
IS  drawn  and  one  that  is  not  drawn,  except  it  were 
the  imperfections  of  the  latter  that  might  guide  the 

"  You  might  kmdly  publish  my  entire  remarks, 
which  I  enclose,  as  they  speak  very  plainly  for 
theniselves.  In  fairness  you  must  add  also  that 
my  firm  does  not  advertise  in  your  columns  — 
Yours  respectfully,  "Fatr  Play.': 

The  following  are  the  "  entire  remarks  "  "  Fair 
Play  "  refers  to.  He  must  blame  his  correspondent 
If  they  were  not  aU  put  in.  I  put  in  all  that  were 
sent  on  to  me : — 

"  It  is  quite  absurd  for  anyone  to  call  the  gut 
we  sent  you  drawn  gut;  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this 
very  fine  picked  gut  is  the  very  cream  of  fine  gut 
but  as  it  13  as  a  rule  very  much  tapered,  and  would 
consequently  be  unsuited  for  good  work,  it  is  passed 
through  a  draw-plate  once  to  reduce  the  heavy  end 
You  can  appreciate  the  difference  between  this  and 
drawn _  gut  if  we  tell  you  that  drawn  gut,  as  a 
ride,  IS  made  from  quite  second-rate  gut  and 
passed  five  or  six  times  through  a  draw-plate, 
and  what  is  left  is  really  just  the  inside  core  of 
the  gut,  whereas  what  toe  sent  you  has  all  the 
vtrtties  of  undraiun  gut  and  the  evenness  and 
excellence  of  this  much-maligned  manufactured 
article. 

"  The  price  tve  charged  you  was  exceedingly 
moderate,  and  not  the  prices  you  had  paid  us  in 
previous_  years.  You  need  have  no  fear  in  pushing 
this  article  and  stakmg  your  reputation  on  it  as 
we  have  a  large  and  increasing  sale,  and  it  is 
universaUy  favoured  among  the  most  experienced 
01  anglers. 

"       <^onot  ourselves  advertise  ivith  the '  Fishing 

The  part  in  italics  is  the  part  which  "Fair  Play" 
complains  I  omitted  to  suit  my  own  argument— 
but  as  I  said  above,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  who 
sent  me  the  gut  to  notice  is  responsible  for  leaving 
that  out  (not  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be  important)  • 
he  omitted  it  also  in  his  letter  to  "  Val  Conson  " 

I  told  the  fishmg  tackle  maker  who  sent  me  the 
gut  as  guaranteed  «  undrawn  "  that  I  thought  he 
had  made  a  mistake  and  sent  me  some  drawn  gut 
by  mistake  ;  he  wrote  to  his  wholesale  man  in 
Scotland  who  replied,  "it  is  quite  absurd  for  any- 
one to  call  the  gut  we  sent  you  drawn,"  etc.,  etc. 
and  then  added  that  they  had  to  "pass  it  through 
a  draw-plate  once  as  otherwise  it  would  be  quite 
unsuited  for  good  work"  !  Exactly,  it  would  be 
undrawn  gut,  and  nearly  as  cheap  as  string, 
r  ".^^^po^on  "  had  the  same  experience  as  I  did 
1  should  not  have  given  so  much  space  to  this 
matter  only  it  may  prove  useful  to  other  fishmg 
tackle  makers  who  have  been  told  they  may  stake 
their  reputation*  on  selling  drawn  gut  as  undrawn. 
L  should  think  m  view  of  this  correspondence  it 
might,  with  "Fair  Play,"  pass  as  semi-drawn  gut. 
JMothmg  wiU  make  it  undrawn  gut— except  bounce 


Mr.  Geen's  Book-A  New  Edition. 

1,,?°?  successful  sporting  books  which 

faave  lately  appeared  was  Mr.  PhUip  Geen's  "  What 
LShIL/k''  i;:ishing."  The  book,  which  was 
published  by  the  author  himself,  was  praised  unani- 
mously by  the  Press,  and  the  first  edition  was  very 
soon  exhausted.  The  publication  of  a  second 
edition  has  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  Fisher  Unwin. 
who  will  have  the  book  ready  on  April  17. 

The  "Spey~Cast." 
'  I  am  gathering  information  about  this  from 
acknowledged  experts,  and  I  hope  to  have  some 
photographs  soon.  Those  anglers  who  think  that 
It  is  not  necessary  to  allow  any  space  behind  the 
angler  beyond,  say,  5ft..  must  be  referrmg  to  very 
short  casts.  But  we  shall  see  casts  up  to  fifty  yarck 
I  believe,  and  for  those  I  said  it  might  be  necessary 
to  allow  as  much  as  20ft.  between  the  obstruction 
and  the  angler.  One  of  the  best  experts  on  the 
Spey  tells  me  that  to  do  a  very  long  Spey  cast  on  dead 
water  "30ft.  wUl  be  none  too  much  of  an  allow- 
ance  for  the  loop  of  the  line  behind  the  angler.'.' 

Messrs.  Bath's  Flowers  and  Seeds. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  confidence  that  I  can 
recommend  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
like  carnations,  and  want  some  for  present  planting 
to  try  the  plants  raised  on  the  floral  farms  of 
Messrs.  R  H.  Bath,  Ltd.,  of  Wisbech,  which  are 
advertised  on  page  viii  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I 
am  quite  certain  that  they  wiU  give  the  utmost 
satisfaction.  Messrs.  Bath  supply  many  thousands 
ot  the  plants  which  give  so  much  pleasure  to  London 
society  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  and, 
of  course,  they  do  better  still  away  from  London's 
smoke.  They  will  send  their  large  illustrated 
catalogue  post  free  on  application  if  the  name,  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  is  mentioned  by  the  applicant 
The  catalogue  includes  lists  of  seeds  for  the  vegetable 
as  well  as  the  flower  garden. 


Fishing  in  the  Elan  Valley. 
As  will  be  seen  from  an  advertisement  of  the 
Birmmgham  Corporation  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this 
week,  season,  monthly,  weekly,  and  day  tickets 
can  now  be  had  for  fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  lakes 
and  streams,  the  property  of  the  Corporation.  Full 
particulars  can  be  had  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Lees,  secretly 
Water  Department,  44,  Broad-street,  Birmingham! 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  day  tickets  can  be  had  at 
2s.  6d.  each  for  the  waters  m  the  Elan  Valley,  near 
Rhayader,  Radnorshire,  and  we  may  be  quite  sure 
the  Corporation  of  Birmingham  will  not  take  the 
money  of  anglers  without  seemg  that  the  waters  are 
properly  stocked  and  poaching  sternly  put  down. 

Marine  Investigations  in  South  Africa. 

From  the  Government  biologist,  Gape  Town,  I 
have  received  a  copy  of  Vol.  II.  of  "  Marme  In- 
vestigations in  South  Africa,"  a  work  which  will 
be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  ichthyologists,  and 
does  great  credit  to  the  department  which  is 
responsible  for  its  production.  There  are  forty 
plates,  the  most  curious  being  a  new  species  which 
has  been  named  Astronesthes  Boulengeri.  It  is  a 
fish  with  fearful  teeth,  with  phosphorescent  organs, 
an  adipose  fin,  and  spike-like  fins.  The  work 
contains  chapters  on  Crustacea,  mollusca,  fishes, 
corals,  sponges,  etc.,  of  South  Africa. 


Egyptian  Goose  Feathers. 

A  German  subscriber  writes :  — 
"It  is  a  pity  the  correspondence  with  'Sammak ' 
did  not  occur  a  week  sooner.  I  could  have  got  you 
several  Egyptian  goose  skms  from  our  Zoo,  which 
lost  in  one  lot  some  hundred  waterfowl  through 
poisonmg,  among  which  were  five  Egyptians.  As  it 
is,  I  secured  one  of  them  for  its  feathers,  and  as  it 
yielded  more  than  I  shall  ever  use.  I  shall  be  happy 
to  send  you  a  few  dozen  if  that  quantity  will  serve 
your  purpose,  and  if  they  are  for  your  own  private 
use.  On  our  waters  here  we  find  the  Egyptian 
goose  hackle  a  very  killing  fly,  especially  when 
dressed  with  straw  body.  Rofia  grass  does  not 
seem  to  answer  quite  as  well.  A  friend  of  mine 
introduced  it  some  years  ago,  and  we  have  named 
it  after  him— the  •  Heerlein  Invincible.'  " 

What  a  plague  those  Egyptians  did  not  die  after 
my  note !  But  I  am  much  obliged  to  my  corre- 
spondent, who  is  a  very  keen  angler. 

R.  B.  Marston. 
[2] 
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FEEE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING 
ON  THE  KENNET. 


(Continued  from  page  242.) 
Newbxiry  and  Htjkgeefobd  Districts. 
My  last  article  concluded  with  a  brief  account 
of  the  excellent  little  fishery  at  Theale  recently 
acquired  by  the  Gresham  A.S.,  and  which  I  am 
sure  will  prove  a  good  investment,  and  afford 
increasing  sport  to  the  members  of  that  flourishing 
club.  I  now  propose  to  deal  with  the  angling 
available — more  or  less— to  the  public  at  the  only 
other  parts  of  the  Kennet  to  be  had  by  the  angler 
who  has  not  private  leave  from  riparian  owners — 
namely,  at  Newbury  and  at  Hungerford.  The  inter- 
vening stretches  of  the  Kennet  are  indeed  fishful, 
and  sport  not  to  be  despised  is  to  be  got  from  the 
canal  banks  which  loop  up,  or,  rather,  straighten 
out,  the  old  river,  but  permission  is  very  difficult 
to  get.  Practically  it  comes  to  this,  that  while  the 
riparian  owners  are  "good  fellows"  enough,  and 
care  little  about  "coarse  fish"  (so-called),  they  are 
one  and  all  strict  preservers  of  game— and  small 
blame  to  them.  Nothmg  can  be  more  delightful 
than  a  day  on  one  of  the  many  sylvan  stretches  of 
the  Kennet— far  indeed  from  the  "  maddmg  crowd  " 

 amidst  scenery  of  the  most  delightful  description, 

and  with  afair  certainty  of  decent  sport  thrown  in, 
but  these  pleasures  are  to  the  elect.  A  personal 
introduction,  however,  will  certamly  "  do  the  trick  " 
on  several  of  the  preserves.  So  much  as  to  the 
practically  forbidden  waters.  Now  as  to  those  to 
which  access  may  be  had  by  joining  a  club,  or  by 


day  tickets,  or,  lastly,  in  the  case  of  the  canal  at 
Hungerford,  by  free  leave. 

Nkwbttey,' 

The  Newbury  and  District  Angling  Association, 
in  the  "  good  old  days  "  when  fishery  interests  were 
not  so  keen,  had  a  very  extensive  and  profitable 
area  of  fishing,  but  most  of  the  best  water  then 
under  its  control  has  been  secured  by  the  Piscatorial 
Society  of  London.    Still,  one  might  do  worse  than 
join  the  Newbury  Association,  which  only  exacts 
an  entrance  fee  of  half-a-guinea,  and  an  annual 
subscription  of  like  amount,  and  which  still  has 
some  excellent  sport-giving  water  under  its  care, 
which  is  delineated  on  the  accompanying  plan. 
This  society  offers  to  casual  visitors  the  further 
great  advantage  of  day  tickets  for  non-members, 
from  Bull's  Lock  to  Brown's  Pool  Bridge,  at  23.  6d. ; 
and  of  season  tickets  at  5s.  each  to  non-members 
to  fish  in  the  association  waters  from  Salmond's 
Cut  (No.  3  on  plan)  to  Brown's  Pool  Bridge  (No.  1 
on  plan).    The  rules  of  the  association  are  very 
carefully  framed  in  the  interests  of  sport — no  gorge 
fishing  is  permitted,  nor  may  an  attendant  angle, 
and  Sunday  fishing  is  (some  think  unfortunately) 
barred.     The   trout   and  coarse  fishing  seasons 
observed  by  the  Newbury  Association  correspond 
with  those  in  force  on  the  Thames,  but  only  the 
fly  is  allowed  for  trout,  and  the  maximum  number 
of  these  fish  to  be  retained  on  any  one  day  is  two 
brace.    This  latter  rule  is  perhaps  a  remanet  from 
the  days  when  the  association  had  a  more  extensive 
fishery,  but  so  it  stands  !    No  fish  may  be  retained 
under  the  following  sportsmanlike   standard  of 
measurements: — Trout,  16in.;  jack,  21in. ;  barbel, 
16in. ;  bream  (I  do  not  think  there  are  any  in  the 
water),  12in. ;  carp  (very  few,  if  any,  existent),  12in. ; 
chub,  iOin.  ;  perch,  iiin. ;   tench,  Sin. ;  graylmg. 


lOin. ;  dace  and  roach,  6in;  The  headquarters  of 
the  association  is  at  that  excellent  hotel,  the  Jack 
of  Newbury,  where  Mr.  Veitch,  the  proprietor— 
himself  a  good  angler — will  give  every  information 
to  visitors.  He  is  the  treasurer  of  the  club,  and 
Mr.  Broome  Pinniger,  a  local  solicitor  of  repute, 
is  the  hon.  secretary,  the  mayor  for  the  year  being 
president. 

The  interesting  and  thriving  market  town  of 
Newbury  is  but  seventeen  miles  by  rail  from 
Reading,  and  will  in  many  ways  repay  a  visit.  It  is 
also  in  direct  communication  with  Didcot  Junction 
(G.W.R.)  and  Southampton  (L.  &S.W.R.)  by  the 
Didcot,  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Railway. 
The  association's  present  water  is  shown  on  the 
plan  herewith^ 

The  Piscatorial  Society's  Fishery 
At  and  near  Newbury  next  claims  attention. 
Every  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  must  be 
acquainted  with  this  venerable  society,  at  any 
rate  through  reading  the  reports  of  its  meetings 
and  the  records  of  the  prowess  of  its  members 
periodically  appearing  in  this  journal,  or  by  inspect- 
ing the  marvellous  museum  of  preserved  fish  at 
its  headquarters,  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  The 
society  rents  a  choice  fishery  on  the  Colne,  but  in 
this  article  I  am  only  concerned  with  its  Kennet  and 
Lambourn  and  the  Moor  stream  waters.  Fishing 
in  the  Kennet  and  Moor  stream  is  reserved  for  fly 
from  April  I  to  June  30,  after  which  bait  fishing  for 
trout  is  allowed.  Members  are  limited  to  two  brace 
of  trout  a  day,  and  during  the  May  Fly  season 
(May  23  to  June  30)  only  three  days',  fishing  is 
allowed  on  the  Kennet  and  three  on  the  Moor 


stream  and  tributary  ditches  per  week  to  each 
member.  Outside  the  May  Fly  season  members 
have  the  privilege  of  buying  three  visitors'  tickets 
each  year  for  a  day's  fishing  at  5s.  each.  As  to  the 
society's  Lambourn  fishery  the  trout  season  begins 
on  April  10,  and  closes  on  Sept.  30,  and  the  grayling 
season  extends  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  both  days 
inclusive.  The  artificial  fly  only  is  allowed  on  this 
pretty  and  fishful  water,  and  not  more  than  two 
brace  of  trout  and  grayling,  measuring  not  less  than 
llin.,  may  be  kept.  Members  may  buy  visitors' 
tickets  on  the  same  conditions  as  apply  i  to  the 
Kennet  and  Moor  stream. 

The  annual  subscription  to  the  Piscatorial  Society 
is  £3  3s.,  and  there  is  an  entrance  fee  of  £1  Is. 
Members  are  requested  to  enter  full  particulars  of 
their  sport  in  the  society's  register,  which  is  kept 
at  "The  Cottage"  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Stallibrass,  Lambourn  Cottage,  Newbury,  is  the 
courteous  representative  of  the  society  in  that  town, 
the  other  members  of  the  Newbury  "  house  com- 
mittee "  being  Messrs.  R.  Bradford,  C.  H.  Bywaters, 
and  Frank  Wardj 

Hungerford.: 
Dear,  sleepy,  restful  old  Hungerford !  The  jaded 
city  man  might  do  far  worse  than  put  in  a  fort- 
night's recuperative  rest  in  this  old-world  town 
even  if  he  knew  nothing  of  and  cared  less  for 
interests  piscatorial,  for  it  abounds  in  archaeological 
interest,  and  is  set  in  the  midst  of  most  soothing 
and  '■  truly  rural"  scenery,  while  it  is  quite  near  to 
the  famous  Savernake  Forest.  It  is  governed  by 
one  of  the  very  few  "unreformed"  corporations 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  "  Hock-tide  "  observances, 
when  the  High  Constable — who  answers  to  the  mayor 
in  other  boroughs— and  many  other  oddly  styled 
officials  are  chosen  for  the  year  with  quaint  and 


imposing  ceremonial  dating  from  the  days  of  John 
o'  Gaunt,  are  worth  study.  Hungerford  is  twenty- 
five  and  a  half  miles  from  Readmg  on  the  Great 
Western  line,  and  has  a  fairly  good  train  service. 
In  the  good  old  coaching  days  it  was  a  busy  centre, 
and  one  proof  positive  of  this  fact  is  still  patent  in 
the  Three  Swans  Hotel,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  hostelries  in  this  part  of  England. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Church  is  the  proprietor,  and  I  can 
speak  most  highly  of  his  eatables  and  drinkables, 
his  luxurious  beds,  and  his  very  moderate  bills. 
Verb.  sap. 

The  old  Kennet  at  Hungerford  is  noted  for  its 
fine  trout  and  grayling,  both  species  of  Salmonida; 
attaining  extraordinary  sizes  for  a  fly  water,  and 
the  grayling  thriving  amazingly.  The  old  and 
perhaps  never  -  to  -  be  -  settled  controversy  as  to 
whether  trout  and  grayling  will  thrive  equally  side 
by  aide  in  the  same  water  cannot  be  entered  on  in 
this  article.  My  own  opinion  is  that  they  can  and 
do  so  thrive ;  but  many  an  elder  man  of  Hunger- 
ford holds  that  the  introduction  of  Thymallus  some 
twenty  years  or  more  ago  has  been  responsible  for 
the  diminution,  which  cannot  be  disputed,  in  the 
number  of  Fario.  The  local  view  as  to  grayling 
being  "detrimentals"  may  be  gathered  from  the 
rules  now  governing  the  fishery,  which  have  been 
(possibly  with  this  arguable  exception)  very  sensibly 
framed. 

,  The  season  commences  on  May  1  and  terminates 
on  Sept.  30  for  trout,  and  on  Dec.  31  for  grayling  ; 
and  only  the  artificial  fly  (excluding  salmon,  grilse, 
Alexandra,  and  spinning  flies)  is  allowed.  Simday 
fishing  is  prohibited,  as  is  angling  before  9  a.m. 
and  after  10  p.m. ;  and  the  months  of  May  and 


June  are  reserved  exclusively  for  season  ticket 
holders.  The  size  and  number  of  the  trout  in  this 
water  may  be  gauged  from  the  rule  which  put& 
1  lb.  as  the  minimum  weight  and  three  brace  per 
diem  as  the  maximum  number  to  be  retained. 
There  are  no  limits  as  to  grayling.  The  following 
fees  are  charged:  day  ticket,  5s.,  weekly  ticket 
£1  Is.,  monthly  ticket,  £3  3s.,  and  season  ticket 
£10  10s. ;  while  grayling  fishing  may  be  had  froir 
Oct.  1  to  Dec.  31  at  2s.  6d.  per  day.  Seasor 
tickets  are  to  be  obtained  only  from  Dr.  R.  H 
Barker,  Kennet  House,  Hungerford ;  daily  tickets 
from  Mr.  Church,  of  the  Three  Swans.  The  exten 
of  this  beautiful  fishery  is  about  four  miles, 
should  add  that  the  commoners  of  Hungerfon 
have  the  right  of  fishing  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  and  are  allowed  to  use  bait. 

Lastly,  there  is  the  canal  at  Hungerford,  whicl 
is  by  no  means  overfished,  and  is  noted  for  fini 
pike,  perch,  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  while  ai 
occasional  large  trout  falls  a  victim  to  anglers  fo 
other  fish.  Those  who  care  for  canal  fishing  wil 
be  here  well  rewarded.  The  canal  is  free  to  ali 
townspeople,  and  strangers  have  only  to  apply  t- 
the  High  Constable  to  obtain  leave.        A.  C.  B. 


Akisto  Self -Toning  Postcards.  —  We  are  m 
formed  by  Me58rs.  Kodak,  Ltd.,  that  their  Arist 
self-toning  postcards  are  now  pub  up  in  packets  o 
twelve  instead  of  ten  for  one  shilling.  Ihes 
postcards  are  deservedly  popular  amongnt  thos 
who  employ  their  leisure  in  picture  postcard  makin 
from  their  own  negatives.  They  give,  by  simpl 
fixing,  tones  which  certainly  cannot  be  surpasseci 
they  are  simple  to  use,  and,  the  emulsion  being  c 
collodion,  they  can  be  dried  by  heat  if  nccessarj 
Each  packet  is  accompanied  by  a  mask. 


1,  Brown's  Pool  Bridge.         2.  Aldermaston  Bridge.         3.  Salmond's  Cut.         4.  Bull's  Lock.  '      5.  Bridge. 

7.  Bridge.         8.  Greenham  Mill.         9.  Town  Bridge.  10.  Wallis  Mill. 

The  dotted  lines  show  railways.    The  thick  black  lines  tlie  banks  from  which  meniljers  of  the  Newbury  Association  may  fish. 
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{Continued  from  page  201.) 
CHAPTER  Yl.~continued. 
Jointed  Bodies. 
There  are  several  varieties  of  these.  We  will  begin 
•with  those  which  have  whole  feathers  of  Indian  crow, 
chatterer,  jay,  etc.,  at  each  joint ;  when  so  placed 


Fig.  49. 

they  represent  hackles.  We  will  suppose  that  you 
want  to  tie  a  body  with  three  joints;  Indian  crow 
to  be  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  each  joint.  Tie  in 
the  tag  and  tail,  form  the  first  jomt,  and  wind  on 
the  ribbing  as  shown.  Now  take  a  "right"  and 
"left  "  feather  from  the  breast  of  the  Indian  crow. 


Fig.  50. 

both  exactly  the  same  size;  place  them  back  to 
back,  and  holding  them  so  between  the  forefinger 
and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  make  a  dent  with  the 
right  thumb  nail,  at  right  angles  to  their  stems, 
close  up  to  the  fibres ;  tie  these  in  with  two  turns 
of  the  silk,  on  top  of  the  hook,  as  shown.  They 
should  be  perfectly  upright,  on  top  of  the  hook, 
and  pointing  straight  along  the  shank.  They  should 
also  close,  one  against  the  other.  Now  take  the 
fly  out  of  the  vice,  turn  it  upside  down,  and  place 
it  so  in  the  vice ;  be  careful  not  to  let  the  tying 


Silk  get  loose  while  you  turn  the  fly  over.  Tie  in 
two  more  feathers,  a  "right"  and  a  "left,"  exactly 
the  same  size  as  the  last,  in  the  same  way  with 
two  turns  of  tying  silk.  Take  the  hook  out  of  the 
vice  again,  and  replace  it  in  its  original  position. 
Tie  in  and  wind  on  a  herl  as  butt.  The  other  two 
joints  are  now  made  in  the  same  way;  but  the 
feathers  must  gradually  iacrease  in  size  from  the  joint 


nearest  the  tail  to  the  head  end.  All  the  feathers 
on  the  top  of  the  hook  sliould  be  in  one  straight 
line,  and  the  same  on  the  under-side  of  the  hook 
It  is  most  important  in  a  fly  of  this  kind  that 
rights  and  lefts  should  be  on  their  own  sides  of  the 
hook,  with  the  curves  of  their  stems  towards  the 
body;  otherwise  the  tips  of  the  feathers  will  be 
at  different  angles,  and  the  symmetry  destroyed. 
When  tying  without  a  vice  it  is  easier  to  tie  in 
each  feather  separately  with  one  turn  of  silk. 

Again,  if  in  tying  the  feathers  in,  the  silk  does 
not  pass  close  up  to  the  fibres,  the  fly  would  have 


Fig.  52. 


a  very  ragged  appearance.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
any  fibres  were  actually  tied  in,  the  mistake  would 
be  as  great.  Flies  of  this  kind  appear  at  first  very 
difficult  to  the  beginner ;  but  really,  the  great  thing 
needed  is  patience  in  matching  the  feathers.  If 
the  dents  are  made,  as  described,  in  the  shafts,  and 
the  tying  silk  tightly  wound,  the  position  of  the 
feathers  can  easily  be  obtained.  A  variety  of 
the  above  is  shown.  The  stems  cross  one  another 
at  the  side  of  the  hook.  This  method  is  sometimes 
adopted  for  very  small  flies,  or  if  the  whole  body  is 
to  be  covered  with  feathers.  Each  pair  of  feathers 
is  tied  separately— rights  and  lefts  on  their  proper 


Fig.  53.  ' 

sides  ;  there  are  four  feathers,  but  only  two  show — 
two  rights  at  the  top  and  two  lefts  below.  By 
turning  the  pillar  of  the  vice  round,  four  more— 
that  is,  two  above  and  two  below — can  be  tied  in 
on  the  other  side  of  the  hook,  making  altogether 
eight  feathers  in  the  joint.  If  there  were  only  four 
feathers  at  each  joint,  the  appearance  of  the  fly 


Fig.  54. 


would  be  thin,  and  in  the  water  these  feathers  would 
make  very  little  show.  The  remaining  joints  of  the 
body  are  formed  as  before,  but  the  feathers  in  each 
successive  joint  should  be  longer  than  the  last. 

The  next  variety  is  that  shown  in  the  illustration. 
Hackles  are  tied  in  and  wound  on  at  each  joint  in 
the  same  way  as  throat  hackles.  The  hackles  should 
be  longer  in  fibre  at  each  successive  joint.  No  butts 
are  needed  at  the  joints  with  this  kind  of  fly,  as  the 
hackles  take  their  place  and  conceal  tying  silk,  etc. 


Similar  in  construction  to  the  last  are  "  Grubs  " 
They  are  wingless  flies.  There  may  be  hackles  of 
two  or  three  different  colours  at  each  joint,  but 
there  should  not  be  more  than  six  turns  of  hackle 
altogether  at  any  joint,  except  the  head  one. 

Here  there  is  no  need  to  make  allowance  for 
wmgs,  so  the  last  hackle  should  be  wound  on  pretty 
close  up  to  the  end  of  the  hook,  just  leaving  room 
for  finishmg  off.    When  tying  these  grubs  on  hooka 


Fig.  55. 

larger  than  3-0  or  4-0.  three  joints  or  four  seta  of 
hackles  should  be  tied. 

With  very  small  flies  there  are  no  joints  at  all ; 
but  the  hackle,  body  material,  and  ribbing  are  tied 
in  together  after  the  tag  (if  any)  is  formed.  The 
body  is  then  formed  and  the  hackle  wound  on. 
If  very  little  hackle  is  required,  one  side  of  it  can 
be  stepped  off.  If  the  hackle  is  not  long  enough, 
ano^r  can  be  added,  care  being  taken  to  match 
the  length  of  fibre. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  PUEIFICATION  OF  WATER. 

Our  readers  will  remember  that  some  months 
ago  I  gave  particulars  of  the  wonderful  results 
obtained  by  Dr.  Moore,  of  Washington,  by  using 
sulphate  of  copper  in  purifying  water.  I  believe  it 
will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of 
ttie  age.  Here  is  another  account  from  the 
Scientific  American. — R.  B.  M. 

"The  Ptoification  of  Water. 

"According   to    the    Scientific    American  for 
March  18,  Boards  of  Health  and  officials  in  charge 
of  public  water  supplies  hare  been  furnished  by 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  with  the  results  of 
recent  investigations  into  the  means  of  purifying 
waters   subject    to    algal    contamination.  The 
methods  are  not  to  take  the  place  of  but  to 
supplement  the  standard  methods  of  filtration,  and 
are  especially  interesting  from  their  inexpensive 
character.    Extremely  dilute  solutions  of  sulphate 
of  copper  or  of  metallic  copper  are  found  to  destroy 
with  rapidity  objectionable  algae  in  lakes,  reservoirs, 
and  similar  storage  places.    A  solution  of  one  in  a 
hundred  thousand  is  said  to  destroy  in  three  hours 
the  most  virulent  of  typhoid  and  cholera  bacteria ; 
and  it  is  important  to  note  that  solutions  of  this 
strength  do  not  render  the  water  unfit  for  the  use 
of  animals  or  man.    The  investigators  found  that 
the  disagreeable  smell  and  taste  of  the  water  in 
question  is  caused  by  the  presence  of  algje,  which 
are  very  widely  distributed  throughout  the  States, 
and  have  in  a  large  number  of  districts  rendered 
the  reservoirs  imfit  for  human  use.    The  method 
proposed  may  be  applied  to  ordinary  reservoirs  of 
drinking  water,  to  fish  ponds,  oyster  beds,  water- 
cress beds,  etc.    They  also  suggest  that  it  will  be 
found  to  act  with  equal  value  in  the  case  of  places 
infested  with  mosquito  larvae.     Large  bodies  of 
water  may  be  sterflised  in  from  three  to  four  hours, 
and  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  eliminate  the  sulphate 
of  copper  introduced.   It  is  found  that  the  beneficial 
bacteria  are  unaffected  by  the  solution— that  is, 
that  its  selective  toxicity  is  exercised  only  on  the 
pathogenic  forms.    No  rules  are  laid  down  as  to 
the  amount  of  copper  sulphate  to  be  added,  each 
case  having  to  be  treated  on  its  own  merits,  or, 
rather,  on  its  demerits.    The  cost  of  the  material 
required  for  exterminating  the  mischievous  algse 
is  fortunately  very  low,  so  that,  if  effective,  the 
new  remedy  is  sure  of  universal  adoption.  For 
algae.  50  to  60  cents  for  a  million  gallons  will  suffice 
in  the  way  of  expenditure.    For  the  destruction  of 
pathogenic  bacteria,  the  cost,  apart  from  that  of 
labour,  is  only  from  5  to  6  dollars  per  million  gallons. 
Experiments  have  been  going  on  for  the  last  four 
years,  the  expense  being  borne  by  Congress." 
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MESSES.  J.  BERNAED  &  SON'S 
NEW  LIST. 


OlfE  of  the  neatest  and  best  printed  of  fishing- 
tackle  catalogues  is  that  of  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and 
Bon,  of  45,  Jermyn-street — late  of  Church-place, 
where  the  firm  was  established  over  100  years  ago. 
A  glance  at  the  seven  pages  of  index  shows  that 
the  list  covers  every  department  of  fresh  and  salt 
water  angling,  and  the  name  of  the  firm  is  a  guarantee 
for  the  excellence  of  its  productions.  One  of  the 
novelties  is  the  Special  "  Dee  "  Tackle  Case,  designed 
by  Mr.  J.  Byres  Leake.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
compact  cases  ever  invented ;  it  is  made  from  the 
stoutest  butt  leather,  lined  red  cloth,  and  fitted 
with  a  spring  lever  lock,  and  contains  three  trays 
as  follows: — The  bottom  tray  will  hold  twelve 
reels,  including  sea,  Malloch,  spinning  and  large 
salmon.    The  middle  tray  has  three  divisions,  with 


— namely,  one  large  handle  (2in.  in  length),  instead 
of  the  usual  two  small  ones.  It  cannot  warp  or 
stick,  as  the  back  plates  are  all  made  of  brass. 


ME.  JAMES  DOWELL'S 
SPOETING  AGENCY. 


We  ate  glad  to  notice  that  Mr.  James  Dowell  has 
now  acquired  the  sole  proprietorship  of  the  sporting 
departments  of  the  late  firm  of  Lumley,  Newton  and 
Dowell,  as  regards  the  Scotch,  Irish,  Norwegian, 
and  Swedish  departments,  and  that  he  is  also 
intending  to  extend  these  departments  to  cover 
England  and  Wales,  imder  the  new  style  of  J.  A. 
Lumley  and  DoweU.  It  is  only  nine  years  ago  since 
Mr.  Dowell  came  to  London,  and  since  then  the 
size  of  his  register  has  increased  annually,  and  now 
it  forms  a  most  important  volume,  which  is  made 


Bebnabd's  Best  Fly  Cabinet. 

In  three  sizes :  No.  1  to  hold  1070  flies ;  No.  2 
for  328  flies;  No.  3  for  202  flies. 


lids,  for  gut  casts,  traces,  etc.,  and  numerous 
divisions  for  phantoms,  spoons,  and  other  baits, 
and  a  compartment  at  the  end  for  Devons,  flights, 
and  prawn  tackle,  etc.  The  top  tray  is  made  for 
fly  books,  boxes,  telescopic  gaff,  etc. 

Bernard's  "  Test  Reel "  is  one  which  fly  fishers 
will  appreciate.  It  is  made  from  some  new  metal 
which  is  said  not  to  rust  or  corrode,  and  is  lighter 
and  said  to  be  stronger  than  bronze  or  gun  metal. 
It  is  made  very  narrow  (five-eighths  of  an  inch) 
between  the  plates,  and  has  a  large  drum  for 
winding  in  quickly. 

Bernard's  Special  Cast  Case  is  one  of  the  best  we 
know.  The  whole  of  the  six  pockets  are  made  of 
chamois  leather,  which  is  excellent  for  keeping  gut  in. 

The  firm's  "Fairy '- Split-Cane  Rods  of  8ft.,8ift., 
and  9ft.,  weighing  5oz.  to  6oz..  are  excellent,  and 
suitable  for  a  lady  and  for  small  stream  fishing. 

Bernard's  "  Invincible''  Sea  Reel. — This  reel  is 
fitted  with  two  checks,  the  click  and  Bernard's 
patent  drag.    It  ako  has  another  great  advantage 


Bebnabd's  "  Test  Reel." 

doubly  attractive  by  good  half-tone  illustrations, 
illustrating  the  beats  or  rivers  which  he  has  under 
his  control.  In  addition  to  the  particulars  in  this 
register,  Mr.  Dowell,  through  personal  practical 
experience,  can  afiford  anglers  much  information 
regarding  other  rivers  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  as 
well  as  throughout  all  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
now  that  he  has  taken  up  the  English  anglings,  he 
will  doubtless  carry  on  this  department  as  efficiently 
as  he  does  his  other  departments,  and  we  wish  him 
every  success. 


It  is  estimated  that  in  the  United  liingdom  peat 
covers  6,000,000  acres.  Most  of  this  is  in  Ireland, 
but  there  are  great  tracts  of  peat-land  in  Yorkshire, 
Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Lincobishire,  and  Cambiidge- 
shire.  In  Ireland  alone  it  is  calculated  that  the 
peat-land  contains  33,972,000,000  tons  of  fuel, 
valued  at  £850,000,000.  Cheaper  fuel  and  greater 
opportunities  for  employment  would  be  aflorded 
by  the  utilisation  of  this  vast,  yet  neglected,  national 
resource. 


ME.  HALFOED'S  NEW  PATTEENS 
OF  TEOUT  AND  GEAYLING 
FLIES  FOE  DEY-FLY  FISHING. 


I  HAVE  received  from  Messrs.  Charles  Farlow  & 
Co.,  191,  Strand,  a  set  of  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford's 
new  series  of  thirty-three  trout  and  grayling  flies, 
very  neatly  mounted  on  mounts  in  a  box,  each 
named  and  numbered,  and  I  have  received  the 
same  patterns  from  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  each  fly 
separate  in  a  little  tin  box. 

If  the  fish  were  made  judges  I  think  they  would 
vote  both  sets  as  equally  had—too  beastly  deadly 
for  anything.  I  have  compared  them  more  for 
amusement  than  for  the  purpose  of  saying  one  set 
is  better  than  the  other.  I  think,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  in  some  patterns  Messrs.  Farlow  score,  and  in 
others  Messrs.  Hardy,  but  as  I  have  pointed  out 
what  I  do  like  in  all  Messrs.  Hardy's  is  that  the 
dresser  has  left  a  clean  neck  to  the  fly  so  that  you 
can  see  to  put  it  on  better,  and  I  thmk  it  looks 
more  natural  than  if  the  eye  is  almost  hidden  in 
the  dressing.  I  find  Mr.  Halford  has  made  very 
telling  use  of  dyed  horsehair  in  the  bodies  of  many 
of  his  new  patterns.  The  May  Fly  series  is  the 
least  good  in  my  humble  opinion.  I  think  the 
wings  and  hackle  in  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  are  too  dark, 
especially  in  No.  1. 

1.  Ch  *€en  Alay  Fly,  ^ale. — Of  these  I  prefer 
Messrs.  Hardy's  wing  as  being  rather  more  delicate. 
Both  are  dyed. 

2.  Green  May  Fly,  Female.—Chiei  difference, 
Messrs.  Farlow's  pattern  has  a  red  rib  on  body, 
and  Messrs.  Hardy's  a  yellow  rib,  and  in  the 
latter's  pattern  the  hackle  is  half  as  big  again,  in 
fact  it  is  too  big  to  my  thinking. 

3.  Brown  May  Fly,  , Male. —Mesam.  Hardy's 
pattern  is  over-hackled.  I  think  it  must  obscure 
the  wings,  and  I  cannot  see  what  over  one  hundred 
legs  are  wanted  for  on  an  imitation  of  the  natural, 
which  has  only  four.  When  the  hackle  is  very 
transparent  it  does  not  so  much  matter;  I  should 
prefer  half  the  quantity,  and  a  quarter  would  be 
better.  All  this  hackle  is  not  required  to  float  the 
fly,  and  it  simply  obscures  the  beauty  of  the  body 
and  wing,  and  throws  the  fly  over  on  its  side 
instead  of  cocking  properly. 

4.  Broivn  May  Fly,  Female.— Much' the  same 
remarks  apply. 

5.  Spent  Gnat,  Male. 

6.  S23ent  Gnat,  Female.— In  both  pattetns  I 
prefer  the  wings  of  Messrs.  Farlow's  flies.  The 
body  of  the  Hardy  female  Spent  Gnat  is  ribbed 
black,  and  the  Farlow  brown.  In  the  Hardy 
Spent  Gnat,  as  in  other  patterns,  too  much  of  the 
barred  partridge  hackle  is  used,  that  is,  if  Messrs. 
Farlow's  pattern  is  correct.  Personally,  I  dislike 
the  barred  partridge  hackle  in  any  fly — the  strands 
or  fibres  clot  together"too  much,  and  the  bar  is  not 
wanted  on  legs.  Of  course  this  is  only  my  opinion, 
but  I  would  infinitely  prefer  a  turn  or  two  of  a 
blue  or  olive  hackle  from  the  domestic  fowl. 

Coming  to  the  small  flies  we  have  seven  patterns 
of  olives. 

7.  Olive  Dun,  MaZe.— This  is  perfection  both  in 
Messrs.  Farlow's  and  in  Messrs.  Hardy's  pattern  ;  in 
fact,  one  could  not  tell  the  difference  if  they  were 
not  named. 

8.  Olive  Dun,  Female. — This  is  almost  identical 
with  the  male,  except  for  the  addition  in  the  latter 
of  a  bit  of  whitish  fluff  at  tail. 

9.  Da7-k  Olive  Dun,  Male. — Both  are  clinking 
patterns,  with  just  a  turn  of  red  at  head  of  fly, 
and  brownish  olive  hackle. 

10.  Dark  Olive  Dun,  Female. — A I  in  both 
makers'  pattern. 

11.  Olive  Spinner,  Male. 

12.  Olive  Spinner,  Female. 

13.  Olive  {lied)  Spinner,  Female, 

In  these  there  is  little  to  choose  between  the 
makes,  and  all  are  wonderfully  clever ;  the  female 
has  the  whitish  fluff  at  end  of  body,  and  in  No.  13 
the  body  is  claret.  Messrs.  Hardy's  No.  13  is  an 
exceptionally  beautiful  example  of  fly  making ; 
in  fact,  I  can  only  marvel  at  the  skill  with  which 
these  almost  invisible  points  of  hackles  and  hackles 
are  put  on.  But,  Mr.  Halford,  can  you  tell  us  how 
to  know  when  the  natural  olive  spinner  is  on  ? 
You  must  have  magnificent  eyesight !  Perhaps  it 
is  pretty  safe  to  assume  that  if  you  see  fish  rising 
which  are  not  taking  the  floating  cock- winged  duns, 
that  it  ia  a  good  time  to  try  the  spinner. 

14.  ;  Pale  Watery  Dun,  Male. 

15.  Pale  Watery  Dun,  Female. — No  ari'gler  who 
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gets  these  patterns  mixed  in  his  fly  box  will  over  be 
any  the  wiser ;  all  the  difiference  seems  to  be  that 
the  male  has  a  turn  of  brown  at  the  headj 

16.  Pale  Watery  Spinner,  Male. 

17.  Pale  Watery  Spinner,  Female.— In  these 
spinners  I  think  Messrs.  Hardy's  fly-maker  takes 
the  palm  for  putting  on  the  points,  though  probably 
Messrs.  Farlow  is  nearer  in  the  body— for  instance, 
Farlow's  No.  16  has  brown  ribs  at  head  and  at  tail,' 
that  is,  brown  turns  of  dyed  hair  or  gut.  And 
yet  on  closer  examination  one  sees  that  there  is  a 
slight  tinge  of  colour  in  the  same  places  on  Messrs. 
Hardy's  pattern.  Unfortunately,  Messrs.  Farlow's 
set  have  been  mounted  and  so  got  flattened,  while 
Messrs.  Hardy's  are  in  boxes.  I  think  I  never  saw 
such  admirable  work  as  in  Messrs.  Hardy's  No.  16 

Next  comes  the  famous  Iron  Blue. 

18.  The  Iron  Blue,  MaZe.— Messrs.  Farlow  have 
got  slightly  the  better  colour  for  wings.  Messrs. 
Hardy's  wmg  is  a  greenish  blue,  but  their  body  has 
that  tint  of  purple  which  seems  to  be  charaoteristio 
of  this  fly. 

19.  The  Iron  Blue,  Female.~An  olive  in  place 
of  an  iron  blue  hackle  seems  to  be  the  only  difference 
to  note. 

20.  Iron  Blue  Spinner,  Male;— Eody :  Whitish 
hair  or  gut,  with  claret  turns  at  tail  and  head. 

21.  hhn  Blue  Spinner,  Female.— Body:  Black 
close  to  wings;  then  claret  for  rest  of  it; 

In  20  and  21,  Messrs.  Farlow's  ruffled  flies  do  not 
show  up  so  well  as  Messrs.  Hardy's  unruffled  ones, 
in  which  the  delicate,  almost  invisible,  "  points  '2 
of  feathers  are  marvellous  in  shape  and  position. 
These  imitation  Spinners  are  more  natural  than 
any  of  the  Duns,  because  such  extremely  delicate 
transparent  feathers  are  used. 

22.  Blue  Winged  Olive,  Male.— In  this  case 
Messrs.  Hardy  have  a  light  steely  blue  wing,  very 
nice,  and  a  very  light,  almost  white,  hackle.  Messrs. 
Farlow's  is  a  natural  blue  wing,  with  regular  olive 
hackle.  By  the  way,  I  must  say  I  like  Messrs. 
Hardy's  dresser's  plan  of  putting  the  wings  a  wee 
bit  farther  back  on  the  eyed  hook  than  is  usual. 
In  all  Messrs.  Farlow's  the  wing  is  close  up  to  the 
eye.  The  other  plan  looks  more  fly-like,  especially 
with  the  eyed  hook,  and  it  is  easier  to  thread  on 
the  gut  and  make  a  knot  round  the  hook. 

23.  Blue  Winged  Olive,  Female.— ^eve  again 
the  Hardy  hackle  is  much  lighter  than  the  Farlow, 
and  the  wing  a  more  iris-like  blue— I  mean  like 
the  flower  of  the  blue  flag.  If  Messrs.  Hardy's  wing 
is  undyed,  what  feather  is  it  ?  Very  imusual,  I 
think — possibly  sea  swallow. 

24.  Sh  erry  Spinner,  Male. — The  body  is  a  claret 
with  a  dark  rib  over  it,  and  a  turn  of  claret  at 
head.  Messrs.  Hardy's  beats  for  delicacy,  but  I 
question  whether  the  rather  more  pronounced 
Fallow  would  not  kill  best.  In  these  exquisitely 
delicate  Spinners,  as  weJl  as  in  the  Dims,  Messrs. 
Hardy's  dresser  distinctly  scores  by  leaving  a  clear 
neck  to  the  fly.  It  is  less  than  the  sixteenth  part 
of  an  inch,  but  it  makes  a  wonderful  difference. 

25.  Sherry  Spinner,  Female. — In  this  fly  a  brown 
instead  of  a  blue  shade  predominates,  and  it 
appears  to  be  one  of  the  few  spinners  in  which 
Mr.  Halford  uses  quill  in  place  of  dyed  horsehair 
for  bodies. 

26.  Black  Gnat,  Male. 

27.  Black  G-nat,  Female. 

These  are  the  best  Black  Gnats  I  ever  saw.  The 
male  has  a  claret  ring  in  front  of  head  and  the 
hackle  in  front  of  wing.  Both  makers'  Black 
Gnats  are  nailing  good. 

28.  Brown  A  nt. — This  is  the  only  ant  Mr.  Halford 
gives  in  this  series— probably  it  is  nearer  to  the  real 
thing  than  the  old  stagers  of  artificial  entomology. 
Did  anyone  ever  catch  a  Red  Ant  with  wings  ?  I 
have  often  seen  the  Black  Ant  flying,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  really  a  dark  brown,  as  m  Mr.  Halford's 
new  pattern :  if  so,  the  Black  Ant  and  the  Red  Ant 
will  have  to  make  room  for  the  Brown  Ant— in 
orthodox  collections. 

The  other  flies  are :  No.  29,  Welshman's  Button, 
Male ;  No.  .30,  Welshman's  Button,  Female :  these 
have  very  dark  brown  smooth  bodies  ribbed  with  a 
one  shade  lighter  brown  horsehair,  the  female  having 
a  little  lighter  brown  fluff  at  tail.  No.  31  is  a  grand 
small  Dark  Sedge ;  No.  32  a  Medium  Sedge,  with 
rough  brown  crewel  body,  or  is  it  a  hackle  cut  off 
very  close  ?  No.  33  is  a  lovely  Cinnamon  Sedge. 
What  busters  that  fly  often  adds  to  the  top  of  one's 
take  just  in  the  last  half  hour  ! 

When  I  am  knocking  a  trout  on  the  head,  taken 
on  a  dry  Sedge  in  the  evening,  I  always  feel  that  he 
Not  quite  fair,  put  me  back  and  try  me  any 


day  before  sundown."  I  would  if  life  wasn't  so 
short— one  hasn't  time  to  give  a  I^lb,  trout  another 
chance ! 

We  owe  another  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Frederic 
M.  Halford  for  this  fine  new  series  of  trout  and 
grayhng  flies.  I  shall  keep  Messrs.  Farlow's  and 
Messrs,  Hardy's  sets  to  show  to  keen  fly  enthusiasts. 

R.  B.  MAESTONi 


AGE  AND  ANGLING. 

Nowadays  when  the  heart  is  being  constantly 
torn  with  the  woes  of  the  old  man— when  from 
day  to  day  he  is  reported  as  bemg  shut  out  of 
employment  in  pulpit,  school-house,  countmg 
house,  and  workshop;  when  great  corporations 
set  an  arbitrary  limit  to  his  usefulness,  and  even 
the  Civil  Service  threatens  to  fall  into  line— it  is 
pleasant  to  reflect  that  there  is  an  occupation  in 
which  the  old  man  still  reigns  supreme.  This 
occupation  is  angling. 

Considering  the  matter  carefully  from  the  stand- 
point of  an  observer,  I  believe  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  old  angler  is  the  most  to  be  envied 
of  all  men.  and  the  reasons  are  not  hard  to  find. 
Not  only  does  his  skill  with  rod  and  Ime  remain 
the  same,  no  matter  what  his  age,  but  the  masterly 
way  in  which  he  outgenerals,  outmanoeuvres,  and 
outshines  his  youthful  rivals  is  a  warning  to  all  to 
attempt  no  competition.  He  is  proof  against 
many  of  the  ills  that  frequently  befall  old  age, 
being  rendered  so  by  the  life  of  exposure  he  has 
led.  He  is  always  the  most  companionable  of  old 
men,  and  his  fund  of  humour  and  stock  of  stories 
good  and  bad  make  him  even  more  delightful  a 
companion  than  m  his  youth;  and  a  certain 
irresponsibility  or  vagabondage  that  goes  with  the 
calling  adds  to  his  charm.  Indeed,  few  autocrats 
hold  their  position  in  so  firm  a  grasp  as  does  the 
old  angler— that  is,  if  we  admit  that  an  angler 
ever  does  grow  old.  His  body,  of  course,  will 
show  signs  of  age.  His  hair  will  grow  white,  his 
shoulders  bowed,  his  step  more  slow,  his  years  will 
string  out  in  an  ever-lengthening  chain;  but 
whether  he  ever  really  grows  old— whether,  what- 
ever the  infirmities  of  his  body,  his  heart  is  not 
always  the  heart  of  a  boy— whether  the  day  ever 
comes  when  a  new  fishing  story  ceases  to  cheer 
him,  when  he  would  not  gladly  leave  his  famUy  to 
care  for  themselves,  don  his  disreputable  fishing 
garments,  and  start  out  if  only  his  strength  would 
permit,  is  a  question  that  at  least  admits  of 
discussion. 

Why,  up  the  Sock— that  blessed  region  beloved 
of  fishermen— nobody  ever  dreams  of  an  angler 
stopping  fishing  because  he  is  old.  They  tell  of  an 
angler  who  has  been  coming  up  for  the  trout  fishing 
each  spring  for  ninety  years,  and  who  has  each 
year  brought  along  a  new  rod.  The  ninety  years 
never  seem  to  occasion  much  remark.  It  is  the 
ninety  rods  that  agitate  the  story  tellers. 

Neither  is  infirmity  considered  a  bar,  and  the 
experiences  of  the  quick-tempered  old  Judge  are 
still  relished.  He  is  said  to  have  kept  coming  up 
into  this  paradise  that  ensnared  his  youth — had  to, 
you  know,  couldn't  help  it— until  at  last  it  took 
one  man  on  each  side  to  hold  him  up  and  one 
behind  to  shove  him  along.  Yet  even  then  he 
vigorously  cast  the  fly,  and  when  a  youth  of  seventy 
odd  ventured  to  remark  on  the  very  few  fish  he 
caught,  the  Judge  is  said  to  have  shouted  maledic- 
tions upon  him,  and  to  have  demanded  if  he  hadn't 
yet  grown  old  enough  to  know  that  a  man  didn't 
go  a-fishing  just  to  catch  the  fish. 

Still  another  old  chap  they  tell  of  who  grew  rheu- 
matic with  advancmg  years,  and  who  consequently 
fell  a  victim  to  prudence— not,  however,  sufficiently 
to  stay  at  home  comfortably  and  take  care  of  him- 
self. No,  indeed,  that  were  too  much  to  ask !  But 
he  bought  himself  an  old  white  horse,  and  taught  it 
how  to  wade,  and  for  years  it  is  said  this  ingenious 
angler  fished  each  spring  from  the  horse's  back  with 
quite  the  same  joy  he  had  felt  in  his  youth,  if  not 
with  the  same  luck. 

But  all  of  these  men  were  outdone  by  the  angler 
who  couldn't  sit  up  at  all,  but  who  had  himself 
bolstered  up  in  the  end  of  a  spring  waggon.  The 
waggon  was  then  backed  into  the  stream  at  various 
favourite  spots,  and  the  old  man  fished  to  his  heart's 
content  over  the  tailboard. 

Now,  these  men  were  not  old — not  one  of  them. 
They  were  boys.    Their  poor  frail  bodies  had  played 


them  false.  They  had  to  be  propped  up  and  shoved 
along,  bolstered  in  waggons  and  mounted  on  bor- 
rowed feet,  yet  their  hearts  were  not  old,  and  their 
love  for  the  sky,  the  mountain,  the  clear  running 
water  was  just  as  keen— aye,  keener— than  it  had 
been  when  first  they  tramped  the  dear  familiar 
paths. 

No,  they  were  all  of  them  boys.  The  very  same 
boys,  too,  let  me  say  in  passing,  who  years  and 
years  before  had  carried  proudly  through  the  streets 
home  to  their  mothers  their  first  strings  of  shiners, 
and  who,  sitting  in  the  pantry  in  the  dear  old  home, 
had  related  to  her  the  exact  manner  in  which  each 
sunny  and  chub  had  been  captured.  And  no  one 
who  knows  anglers  will  doubt  that  ths'^e  same  boys, 
in  just  the  same  manner,  with  just  the  same  pride 
and  delight,  will  relate  the  story  of  the  last  fish  they 
ever  catch. 

Neither  do  anglers  themselves  seem  to  have  any 
idea  of  age  being  a  barrier  to  fishmg.  One  young 
angler  whom  I  know,  who  is  already  growing  older 
every  day,  fully  expects  to  fish  until  ho  is  a 
hundred.  He  expects,  he  says,  to  fish  for  trout 
until  he  is  eighty,  for  bass  until  he  is  ninety,  and  to 
round  out  the  century  fishing  for  catfish.  In 
moments  of  exaltation  he  even  speaks  incoherently 
of  fishing  later  on  over  the  tailboard  of  a  waggon,  as 
did  the  old  man  in  the  story ;  and  he  will  do  it, 
imless  he  dies. 

Suppose,  however,  we  admit  that  age  attacks  an 
angler  just  as  it  does  the  rest  of  mankind,  he  none 
the  less  enjoys  a  position  that  largely  compensates 
bimJor  the  loss  of  his  youth.  Indeed,  the  old 
ang^  comes  in  time  to  be  a  hero  in  a  certain  way, 
and  many  are  the  traditions,  which,  of  course,  are 
not  without  some  foundation  in  fact,  that  fasten 
themselves  to  him  and  enhance  his  importance. 
Anyone  who  has  haunted  a  trout  stream  knows 
what  I  mean.  The  old  man  may  not,  indeed,  have 
the  fish  all  marked  and  named,  so  that  they  answer 
to  his  call,  as  they  are  said  to  do,  but  he  does  know 
the  secrets  of  the  streams  as  few  others  do.  That 
he  was  always  a  powerful  wader,  no  one  doubts ; 
yet  the  story  that  he  was  able  to  wade  a  riffle  so 
stiff  that  the  water  ran  into  his  coat  collar  on  the 
one  side  yet  failed  to  wet  his  stockings  on  the 
other,  or  that  he  habitually  waded  down  the 
middle  of  even  the  swiftest  creeks  because  it  was 
too  much  trouble  to  go  around  by  the  road,  may 
have  to  be  taken  with  some  discretion,  together 
with  other  tales  of  his  remarkable  endurance  and 
skill,  and  of  his  strange  influence  over  the  powers 
of  the  water.  But  they  are  none  of  them  entirely 
untrue,  and  all  add  to  the  proud  position  he 
occupies. 

Then,  too,  no  matter  what  his  age,  the  days  are 
still  pleasant  ones  to  him  when  he  can  sit  in  the  sun 
and  relate  his  adventures  and  listen  to  those  of  other 
anglers,  questioning,  of  course,  the  truth  of  every 
story  not  his  own ;  when  he  can  criticise  every  bit 
of  tackle  and  its  unfortunate  owner,  condemn  every 
new  device,  and  deride  unsparingly  the  unfortunate 
user  of  it,  point  every  moral  from  his  sheaf  of 
favourite  yams,  scorn  every  unwelcome  advance, 
knowing  full  well  that  his  companionship  is  a  prize 
for  which  many  seek. 

In  the  summer  days  he  still  fishes,  and  frequently 
routs  his  youthful  rivals  completely.  In  the  winter 
he  listens  to  the  tales  of  the  creeks,  of  the  ice,  of 
the  logs.  The  floods  yield  him  interest,  and  the 
man  with  a  new  story  is  the  joy  of  his  life.  Indeed, 
so  well  satisfied  is  the  old  angler  that  he  envies  no 
one— excepting  perhaps  Methuselah  or  the  Wander- 
ing Jew— and  these  only  because  of  the  unequalled 
opportunities  for  fishing  their  lives  afforded.  Pro- 
bably the  only  real  dread  he  basis  of  the  time  when 
he  can  no  longer  tramp  aroimd  nor  sit  under  the 
blue  sky.  Nothing  else  matters  greatly.  Sorrow 
he  can  bear— has  borne  in  large  measure— suffering, 
privation,  disappointment— anythmg  that  does  nob 
keep  him  from  his  land  of  heart's  desire. 

Now,  whether  or  not  the  fact  of  eternal  youth 
has  been  proved  for  the  old  angler  matters  not,  his 
enviable  old  age  cannot  be  doubted.  For  whether 
he  be  sitting  in  the  sun,  deUghting  an  audience 
with  his  comments  on  modem  methods  in  angling, 
or  mounted  on  a  white  horse  casting  a  fly  for  trout' 
whether  he  be  propped  up  in  a  waggon  or  shoved 
and  pulled  along  the  bank,  whether  he  be  telUng 
his  favourite  yam  for  the  thousandth  time,  or 
whether  he  be  carrying  home  only  sunfish,  there  is 
no  time  when  his  age  cuts  him  out,  and  to  the  very 
last  he  is  to  be  envied  above  all  other  old  men.— 
Jttstina  Johnson  in  J'ores^  anrf  5«ream. 
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EIGHT  DAYS'  FISHING  IN 
"WASTDALE. 

"  What  awful  weather  ;  let  us  go  away  from  it 
somewhere  !  "  said  my  dear  old  aunt,  a  sporting  old 
sort,  much  nearer  eighty  than  three  score  and  ten, 
and  the  hay  being  rained  on  day  after  day,  we  deter- 
mined to  flit.  It  was  the  middle  of  July,  1903,  and 
neither  of  us  having  been  to  Wastwater,  we  settled 
forthwith  to  go  there,  and  left  the  hay  in  big  cock 
with  a  good  chance  of  being  washed  away  from  the 
way  the  rain  was  coming  down. 

It  poured  all  the  way  and  was  teeming  down  when 
we  stepped  out  of  the  train  at  Seascale  Station,  on 
the  Barrow-in-Fumess  line,  soon  after  midday.  A 
coach  runs  from  here  to  Wastdale  Head  during  the 
summer  months,  but  leaves  the  hotel  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  any  angler  going  to  fish  Wastwater  and 
tributaries  must  not  rely  on  it,  as  it  starts  before 
passengers  from  south  of  Ulverstone  can  arrive  by 
raU,  and  often  does  not  run  if  there  are  only  two 
pr  three  passengers  to  go.  '  They  send  conveyances 
instead,  coach  fares  for  four  people  I  was  told. 

On  this  occasion,  however,  we  were  met  by  poor 
old  Joe  Kitson,  whose  death  I  saw  in  the  paper, 
alas,  only  a  few  weeks  ago — a  right  good  sort,  and 
one  whose  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  in  the  hearts  of 
all  who  knew  him  !  We  never  speak  of  our  pleasant 
visit  to  Wastdale  Head  Hotel  without  adding, 
"  And  the  landlord  was  such  a  nice  man,  too  !  "  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Nil  nisi  honum  with  a  ven- 
geance !    Alas,  poor  Yorick  ! 

WeU,  we  delayed  over  lunch  as  long  as  we  could, 
and  still  it  poured.  Our  prospect  was  a  thirteen- 
mile  drive  in  a  dog-cart  during  a  "  rain  of  terror." 

About  three  o'clock  we  decided  to  wait  no  longer, 
and,  wrapping  up  in  rugs  made  from  wool  grown  in 
Wastdale,  start  we  did,  thick  weather  from  the  sea 
escorting  us.  The  first  object  of  note  we  came 
across  was  the  early  Celtic  Cross  in  the  churchyard  of 
Gosforth,  which  is  15ft.  in  height,  in  a  railed-off 
portion  of  the  very  pretty  little  churchyard  ;  it  is 
most  striking,  and  undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest 
specimens  in  the  country.  Knowing  it  to  be  so  good, 
I  only  wish  my  knowledge  on  the  subject  could  give 
a  technical  description  of  it,  for  the  antiquarian 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  have  not  seen  it 
for  themselves. 

Joe  Ritson  pointed  out  the  whereabouts  of  a  tarn 
holding  a  few  trout,  but  added  he  had  never  seen  any- 
one fishing  there  smce  he  was  a  lad : — "  Once  two 
men  from  London  came  to  fish  there,  and  father 
went  to  ask  them  how  they  were  getting  on.  '  I  don't 
'believe  there  are  any  fish  in,'  said  one  of  them. 
'  Oh,  they  are  all  at  the  other  side  !  '  said  father, 
'  and  one  of  you  had  better  fish  quietly  here,  and  the 
other  go  and  stone  them  and  splash  them  across  from 
there.'  And  one  of  them  did,  after  tossing  up 
which  was  to  do  the  catching." 

Gosforth  is  the  postal  address  for  Wastwater, 
the  porterage  on  telegrams  to  Wastdale  Head  being 
2s.  9d.  Further  on  is  the  hamlet  of  Strands,  called 
by  many  Nether  Wastdale.  There  are  two  small 
inns  here,  called  the  Strands  Inn  and  Strands 
Hotel,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Tyson,  both  comfortable  and 
having  boats  on  the  lake,  rather  more  than  a  mUe 
further  on. 

Just  before  reaching  Wastwater  one  cannot  fail 
to  be  struck  by  the  fine  coniferae  in  and  about  the 
grounds  of  Wastdale  Hall.  One  of  those  magnificent 
larches  would  provide  a  fastidious  angler  with  his 
heart's  desire  from  Hardy's,  I  know. 

Now  begms  a  most  lovely  bit  of  scenery,  and,  as 
if  to  enable  us  to  see  it  in  a  favourable  light,  the  rain 
ceases,  and  its  rocky  grandeur  and  lonely  desolation 
appeal  strongly  to  us  as  we  see  the  clouds  lifting 
higher  and  higher,  and  somehow  feel  no  sense  of 
dreariness.  As  the  guide-book  says  about  Wastdale, 
"Around  it  on  every  side  rise  the  loftiest  and 
wildest  mountains  m  England  .  .  .  and  from 
the  surface  of  Wastwater  to  the  summit  of  Scawfell 

Pike  is  a  clear  rise  of  over  3000ft."  

Abrupt  upon  the  water's  brink 
At  once  the  shattered  mountains  sink. 
Wastwater  is  three  miles  long,  half-a-mile  wide  at 
most,  and  havmg  a  mean  depth  of  134^ft.,  is  the 
deepest  of  our  English  lakes.  All  this  combmed, 
with  the  fact  that  it  is  204ft.  above  sea-level,  makes 
it  the  latest  rising  lake  from  the  fishing  point  of  view. 

The  River  Irt  flows  out  of  the  lake,  through  the 
Wastdale  Hall  Estate,  and  is  famous  for  its  salmon- 
trout,  of  which  a  goodly  toll  is  taken  with  worm  by 
the  locals,  and  many  visitors  also,  about  July  and 
onwards,  Hdmrook  being  apparently  the  most 


accessible  centre— Drigg  Station,  the  Lutwidge  Arms 
Hotel — but  we  must  get  back  to  the  lake. 

There  is  one  island  only  in  Wastwater,  small  and 
rocky,  near  the  right-hand  side  at  the  bottom  end. 
There  are  three  feeders  on  the  left-hand  side  looking 
north,  Greendale  Beck  rising  on  the  left  of  Middle 
Fell  and  flowing  out  of  Greendale  Tarn,  Nether  Beck 
flowing  out  of  Scoat  Tarn,  and  Over  Beck  flowing  out 
of  High  Fell  Tarn,  ironically  marked  on  the  map  as 
Low  Tarn,  about  which  and  how  to  get  there  more 
anon.  At  the  head  of  the  lake,  Gathveston  Beck  and 
Lingmell  Beck  join  with  Wastdale  Head  in  between 
them,  well  known  to  "  climbers  "  and  pedestrian 
tourists,  being  the  house  of  call  for  Black  Sail  Pass, 
over  to  Ennerdale  and  Buttermere,  and  Sty  Head 
Pass  on  the  right  into  Borrowdale. 

Ritson  remarked  as  we  drove  along  the  shore  of 
the  lake  that  he  had  never  known  it  as  high  in  his 
life  before,  as  also  did  a  farmer  to  me  who  had  lived 
there  all  his  days.  I  hoped  for  great  things  when 
the  water  cleared,  and  till  then  there  were  the  becks 
and  tarns  to  play  with. 

The  last  four  miles  of  our  drive,  three  miles  along 
the  lake  and  one  up  to  the  Wastwater  Hotel,  was 
reward  enough  for  the  uncomfortable  and  dripping 
ride  from  Seascale  to  Strands,  for  the  effects  were 
most  beautiful,  as  all  along  those  mighty  "  screes  " 
clearly  reflected  in  the  lake,  the  curtain  of  cloud  was 
rolled  up  and  sent  away  into  the  imknown  wings  of 
the  great  theatre.  The  hotel  is  snugly  situated,  with 
two  or  three  small  farms  close  to,  and  about  three 
minutes'  walk  from  the  smallest  church  in  the 
country,  and  is  conveniently  near  ScawfeU,  The 
Pillar,  Yewbarrow,  Kirk  Fell,  and  Great  Gable, 
which  fact  makes  it  the  meet  for  the  "  climbers  " 
from  all  parts  of  England.  Alas,  one  often  reads  in 
the  papers  of  fatal  accidents  to  these  venturous 
cragsmen,  and  I  only  trust  search' parties  may  never 
set  out  on  their  anxious  errand  when  I  am  staying 
there. 

The  hotel  is  most  comfortable,  bathroom,  etc., 
and  in  another  bathroom  one  finds  a  bath  full  of 
old  clothes,  left  by  climbers  and  tourists,  which  are 
not  despised  by  the  man  with  the  knapsack,  arriving 
in  from  Keswick  or  elsewhere  wet  to  the  skin,  till  his 
own  garments  have  been  dried.  The  table  is  well 
laden  and  the  quality  excellent — terms,  as  I  found 
them,  £2  15s.  per  week  ;  boat  extra,  but  most 
reasonable,  I  think  2s.  6d.  per  day,  and  Is.  3d.  per 
half  day.  The  boat  question  is  rather  a  drawback 
to  this  end  of  the  lake,  as  it  is  the  only  one,  and  the 
scuUs  are,  to  put  it  nicely  nautically,  seaworthy. 
I  wrote  before  we  went,  to  engage  it,  and  it  is  as  well 
to  do  this  in  good  time.  The  lower  end  is  more 
fished,  and  I  was  told  anglers  did  not  often  get  up 
to  the  top  end  ;  so  much  the  better  for  a  basket, 
though. 

After  tea  I  vowed  a  trout  should  die,  and  close  to 
the  hotel,  25  yards  from  the  door,  one  was  soon 
giving  his  last  kick,  about  5oz.  The  grass  and 
rushes  were  so  wet,  I  did  not  go  on,  or  might  have 
got  a  nice  little  dish  for  dinner  ;  I  returned,  un- 
packed, and  had  a  look  through  my  "  Bible,"  as 
old  WiU  Kitchin,  of  Haweswater— now  gone,  alas  ! 
— used  to  call  my  fat  old  fly  book  that  holds  most 
known  lures,  from  crocodiles  to  tiny  hackles. 

By  the  -way,  there  was  a  lovely  lamp  in  what  we 
called  the  drawing-room  that  smelt  beautifully.  I 
think  it  was  used  to  guide  pedestrians  for  mUes 
round  to  the  hotel,  and  was  like  unto  the  Pillar  of 
Qoud  by  day,  and  smelt  afar  off  at  all  hours.  There 
was  also  an  antique  billiard-table,  with  many  tipless 
cues,  the  balls  were  round,  and  it  had  pockets  that 
they  sometimes  stopped  in.  The  old  lady  used  to 
quite  enjoy  the  lamp,  till  she  needed  a  change  of  air, 
and  then  she  would  troll  round  the  likely  places,  and 
when  she  struck  me,  a  fuimy  "  fifty  up  "  would  be 
begun  ;  in  most  games  she  beat  me,  and  proved  a 
great  draw,  as  we  soon  had  an  appreciative  audience 
enjoying  her  keen  game,  and  decided  liking  for 
every  flat  fish  that  helped  her  bag. 

Next  morning,  getting  under  weigh  soon  after 
breakfast,  with  a  small  tinful  of  ten  days  old 
pink-tails,  in  case  they  were  needed,  I  started  off 
down  the  still,  big  beck  to  the  lake.  I  began  with  a 
hackle  cast,  the  first  I  came  across  in  my  book. 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Moorpoult  and  Yellow,  and 
underside  Jay  and  Red,  all  on  No.  3  hooks,  dressed 
rather  bunchy  for  reservoir  or  big  fly  waters. 
Beginning  at  the  bridge  where  the  road  crosses  the 
beck,  I  at  once  hooked  a  pretty  little  trout,  about 
5oz.  in  weight,  and  having  to  hold  tight,  as  he  fought 
on- top  in  strong  water  which  would  have  washed 
him  into  a  lot  of  wreck,  lost  it,  the  hold  tearing  out, 
but  whetting  my  appetite  for  more.-   Too  rapid 


water  for  another  100  yards  brought  me  to  a  flood 
rail  with  a  lovely  pull  below  it,  and  I  hit  a  fish  hard 
on  the  far  side  first  throw  (standing  behind  the  rail), 
and  next  throw  got  into  one,  again  lightly  hooked, 
that  made  off  down  on  top,  and  got  a  good  way 
before  I  could  get  over  to  follow.  Luck  favoured 
me,  my  bit  of  hair  (worth  far  more  than  the 
proverbial  "  guinea  a  pound,"  which  is  no  price 
at  all  if  one  weighs  a  good  wisp)  doing  the  trick, 
and  I  tinned  as  bright  a  little  trout  as  ever  rose, 
5oz.  exactly,  as  I  weighed  it  then  and  there. 

The  beck  is  just  right  width  to  cover  all  over 
without  letting  reel  line  on,  but  the  bottom  is  like 
a  glacier,  so  clear  and  bright — hence  the  colour 
of  the  fish. 

Things  were  very  quiet  now  for  half-an-hour,  and 
I  could  do  nothing,  save  fingerlings,  in  thin  water, 
though  there  were  some  delightful  pools,  and  I 
finally  began,  the  light  being  favourable,  to  creep 
and  look,  seeing  nothing  of  any  note  in  them.  Per- 
chance the  absence  of  cover  and  big  water  accounted 
for  it,  and  the  churned-up  state  of  the  lake  afforded 
better  hunting-ground.  Just  before  reaching  the 
lake,  on  my  side,  an  overhanging  sod,  round  the 
support  of  which  the  water  joined  the  full  pull  of 
the  stream,  caught  my  eye,  and  a  nice  rise  resulted 
to  the  Red  Fly,  missing  it  however ;  the  babies  had 
played  games  with  it  also,  so  I  changed  it  for  a 
Red  Cock's  hackle,  rather  smaller  and  stiff  fibred, 
and  got  the  fellow  to  the  first  cast,  the  moment 
the  fly  alighted. 

I  found  the  lake  still  shore  full  and  very  dirty, 
bits  of  grass,  bracken,  etc.,  all  over  the  backwash, 
which  was  quite  reachable  from  the  bank.  For 
half-an-hour  I  did  all  I  knew,  lifting  nothing  but 
now  and  then  a  "  kiddie,"  not  larger  than  a  pike 
bait,  near  in.  They  were  in  different  clothes  alto- 
gether from  the  beck  fish  though,  and  more  apathetic. 
Twelve  o'clock  two  fish,  the  old  lady  coming  down 
to  see  how  things  have  gone  on  ;  getting  hungry, 
looking  very  much  like  more  rain  ;  feeling  as  if  it 
would  be  a  grand  water  at  home  about  now,  espe- 
cially in  the  big  hay-cocks,  made  me  "  coil  up,"  as 
the  collier  said  to  his  dog,  and  reflect  as  to  what  to  do. 

The  pipe  was  drawing  well,  when  I  saw  one  of  the 
little  waves  20  yards  away  as  I  thought  break  a  bit 
queerly,  and  walking  to  within  reach  of  it,  trying  the 
one,  two,  three  4ft.  apart,  got  him  with  the  third, 
a  4oz.  trout,  full  to  the  gills,  very  greedy-looking. 
May  I  here  tell  the  story  of  little  Tommy's  first 
Bible  lesson,  though  it  is  not  fishy  ?  Well,  his 
mother  one  Sunday  morning  had  told  him  of  the 
Creation  and  Adam,  and  how  a  wife  had  been  given 
unto  him  from  his  rib.  Towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  midday  Sunday  dinner — the  plum-pudding  had 
been  much  appreciated  by  Tommy — his  mother 
noticed  his  hand  go  to  his — well — side,  and  on 
asking,  "  What  was  the  matter  ?  "  received  the 
reply,  "  I  think  I  must  be  going  to  have  a  wife." 

It  was  the  same  with  the  trout — they  had  had 
too  much  plum-pudding — so  I  decided  to  fish 
hurriedly  on  to  the  mouth  of  Over  Beck  and  go 
upstream,  and  if  no  good  there,  walk  on  to  High 
Fell  Tarn.  Not  a  fish  stirred  till  I  got  another 
glutton  right  in  the  rough  or,  I  should  say,  on  the 
far-side  of  the  rough  and  then  somewhat  broad 
delta  of  Over  Beck,  rather  a  better  fish  perhaps, 
symmetrically  spoilt  by  greed.  Haib  Cast. 

{To  he  continued.) 


FEENCH  FACT  AND  ENGLISH 
FICTION. 


Fact  generally  anticipates  fiction,  and  it  is  rare 
that  fiction  so  completely  gives  the  lead  to  fact  in 
a  matter  of  so  much  importance  as  the  coming 
meeting  of  the  French  and  English  squadrons. 
Nevertheless,  for  months  past  in  the  big  Empress 
Hall,  at  the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition,  a  full-sized 
third-class  cruiser  has  been  rehearsing  the  meeting 
with  the  French  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  firing  of  responsive  salutes.  As  is  appropriate 
to  a  naval  exhibition  organised  by  the  leading 
experts  in  the  land,  the  "  cruiser"  will  be  accurate 
in  every  detail,  and  be  armed  with  four  4-7in.  guns, 
similar  to  those  that  saved  Ladysmith,  four 
6-pounder  Hotchkiss,  and  four  -303  Maxims,  all 
quick-firers.  Her  binnacle,  steam  winch,  and 
pumping  gear  are  those  that  were  used  on  the 
Antarctic  ship  Discovery.  About  800  people  at  one 
time  will  be  enabled  to  make  the  passage  to  the 
Mediterranean,  and  in  this  cruiser  witness  the  daily 
life  on  board  a  warship. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


A  DAY  ON  LOCH  LUBNAIG. 

A  FEW  years  ago  when  staying  at  Strathyre  for 
trout  fishing,  the  following  experience,  which  to  me 
was  unique,  occurred.  Lubnaig,  unsurpassed  for 
•  beauty  and  famous  for  the  magnificent  reflections 
mirrored  by  its  waters,  is,  after  aU  is  said  and 
done,  a  dour  loch  to  fish.  It  was  in  the  month  of 
September,  and  by  that  time  the  flv  fishing,  to  put 
it  mildly,  is  not  what  it  has  been  earlier  in  the 
season;  Therefore,  a  can  of  fresh  mmnows,  "  aUve, 
ahve  oh,"  comes  not  amiss  when  the  fly  rod  is  for 
the  moment,  or  sometimes  for  the  hour,  laid  aside, 
and  trolling  zig-zag  and  m  the  quietest  manner  pos- 
sible is  resorted  to.  Our  usual  means  of  procuring 
minnows  was  to  splash  a  landing-net  into  a  shoal 
and  so  get  enough  for  the  day.  This  operation  was 
usuaUy  carried  through  successfully  in  a  neighbour- 
mg  stream  in  the  few  minutes  that  remained  in  the 
mormng  after  dressing  before  the  breakfast  bell 
summoned  us  to  lay  in  the  foundation  for  the  day 
^Oiis  particular  morning  the  river  was  going  down 
after  a  spate,  and  search  as  we  might  the  usual 
mmnowy  haunts  not  one  was  to  be  seen.  At  last 
someone  thought  of  the  mouth  of  the  village  drain 
which  empties  into  the  stream,  and  down  we  rushed 
Oh,  ]oy  unspeakable !  The  milky- white  drain  was 
black  with  mmnows,  and  with  one  fell  swoop  of  the 
net  we  had  enough  minnows  for  a  week's  trolling 

Well,  breakfast  being  despatched,  a  walk  of  a 
mile  took  us  down  to  the  lochside.  The  party  for 
the  day  were  my  brother  and  sister,  a  young  bov 
friend,  and  myself,  and  getting  into  the  boat  we 
were  soon  off.  Pulling  across  to  the  shallows  out- 
side the  river  mouth,  two  of  us  started  fly-fishing 
m  a  light  breeze,  but  the  fish  came  short  and  the 
tempers  became  short,  and  it  was  decided  to  trv 
further  down  the  loch.  So  we  slipped  away  down 
with  the  wind  at  our  backs  till  we  came  to  the 
next  favourite  drift  along  by  the  railway  line,  but 
no  better  success  awaited  us  here.  Resting  for 
lunch  we  watched  with  mterest,  and  no  less  amuse- 
ment, the  exertions  of  another  partv  casting  over 
the  spot  where  one  of  them  had  seen  a  salmon 
sprmgmg  the  day  before.  This  term  is  applicable 
where  the  fish  jumps  clean  out  of  the  water,  and 
IS  in  common  use  among  the  boatmen  on  Loch 
Lomond.  Patiently  but  fruitlessly  did  they  labour 
The  salmon  in  this  loch  will  take  a  minnow,  and 
that  readily  eariy  m  the  spring,  but  it  is  of  rare 
occurrence  to  get  one  even  trolling  after  August. 
Ihe  afternoon  was  by  this  time  wearing  on,  and  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  there  was  sufficient  ripple 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  fish  were 
not  "domg.  '  By  five  o'clock  we  had  three  trout 
in  tbe  boat,  about  herring  size,  and  were  well  down 
the  loch,  so  decided  that  our  day  was  over 

Bemg  fond  of  exercise,  I  took  the  oars,  and  we 
soon  were  making  good  headway  up  the  loch.  The 
day  had  been  a  bad  one,  our  spirits  were  doleful 
and  the  youngster  of  the  party  began  to  sing  comic 
songs  to  give  thmgs,  as  he  thought,  a  better  com- 
plexion The  chief  of  these,  I  remember,  was  the 
one  with  a  chorus,  in  M-hich  we  all  joined,  "Forme 
tor  me,  they're  waitmg  there  for  me,"  etc.  Well,  the 
wind  feU  away  to  make  things  easier,  and  when  half  a 
male  from  our  landing  stage  it  was  a  dead  calm. 
Ihe  surface  of  the  water  was  imruffled  but  for  the 
movements  of  trout  heads,  which  were  now  breaking 
the  water  m  hundreds.  The  light  was  beginning  to 
wane,  but  seeing  so  many  fish  about  we  were  loth 
to  quit,  so  I  said,  "Let's  try  the  minnows  here 
before  we  chuck  it."  No  sooner  said  than  done, 
and  two  rods  were  requisitioned  for  trollmg.  Baiting 
one  while  the  boat  was  rowed  straight  out  from  the 
shore  out  went  the  line,  and  when  forty  yards  was 
out  there  was  a  puU,  then  a  wriggle,  and  a  beautiful 
trout  of  about  fib.  was  reeled  in  and  netted.  By 
this  time  the  other  troll  was  agoing,  and  before 
many  yards  were  out  a  nice  trout  of  the  same  size 
was  drawn  in  hand  over  hand.  Back  and  forward 
we  zig-zagged  the  boat,  always  keeping  the  lines 
tight,  and  no  sooner  did  we  get  them  out  than  we 
got  a  puU  and  then  a  trout.  But  baiting  after  every 
fash  caught  takes  time,  and  it  soon  got  so  dark  we 
had  to  give  it  up.  We  got  eleven  trout  in  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  runnmg  from  ^Ib.  up  to  1  lb 
as  pretty,  weU-conditioned  fish  as  one  could  wish 
to  see.  What  a  change  from  the  disappointed  party 
that  had  come  up  the  loch  an  hour  before  !  What 
mutual  congratulations,  and,  "Did  you  ever  see 
anything  like  it  7"  and  so  on  and  so  forth.  The 
youngster  s  prediction  had  come  true— the  trout 
had  in  reality  been  "waiting  there  for  him,"  only 
he  did  not  know  it  himself.    Nil  Despeeaitdttm 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  «c. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  ivill  he  published  on 
Thursday,  April  20,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Fndaij  falling  on  April  21.  All  communications 
tnt^endedfor  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
°i^^ll9  °^  Wednesday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tlames.— General  Remarks. — The  heavy  rain 
put  a  fast  stream  to  the  river,  and  plenty  of  water 
was  coming  over  the  weirs.   As  an  instance  of  what 
one  inch  of  rain  wiU  do  for  the  Thames  I  may  repeat 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell's  words  at  the  Conservancy 
meeting  on  Monday.    He  said  :  "One  inch  of  rain 
falling  on  the  whole  area  of  the  Thames  Valley  is 
equivalent  to  a  river  670  miles  long,  250ft.  wide 
and  10ft.  deep."    The  Conservators,  in  their  annual' 
general  report,  referred  to  the  measures  taken  to 
put  down  the  annoyance   caused   by  disorderly 
conduct  of  persons  on  board  the  larger  launches 
either  let  to  parties  or  plying  for  hire  on  the  river 
A  strict  watch  was  kept,  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  owners  of  launches  invited.    These  steps  had 
resulted  in  a  number  of  convictions  being  obtained 
which  had  already  proved  an  effective  deterrent 
In  regard  to  sport  amongst  trout  there  is  very  little 
to  record,  but  since  my  last  report  Mr.  Gregory  has 
had  a  fish  of  5Jlb.  at  Staines,  and  two  smaller  fish 
were  taken  at  Marlow,  and  two  small  ones  at  Pang- 
bourne,    The  fish  I  reported  as  being  caught  at 
isurbiton  last  week  was  really  caught  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Bowen,  who  was  out  with  Mr.  Carey  and  Mr 
Hemmings,  as  reported  by  "  Dragnet."    The  exact 
weight,  however,  was  71b.  lOoz. ;  length,  26in  • 
girth,  16in.     It  was  evidently  an  old  fish  very 
deep,  rather  narrow  across  the  back,  but  in  fair 
condition. — F.  H.  AMPHLETr. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  heavy  rains  of  the  last 
few  days  have  coloured  the  water,  and  there  is  a 
very  heavy  stream  running.  Little  trout-fishin>^ 
has  been  attempted  durmg  the  week  owing  to  the 
weather,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  river  will  be 
in  condition  by  the  week-end. — Stanley  Mead 

Avon  (Bingrwood).— This  river  is  a  bit  coloured 
after  the  rams  of  the  past  two  days,  but  should 
be  again  in  splendid  condition  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  week.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  took  a  splendid 
salmon  during  the  past  week,  weighing  401b  and 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  Mr.  H.  Oddy  took  a 
trout  of  1  lb.  2oz.  in  the  Crown  tHotel  wat»r  — 
M.  W.  Hayter.  '  ■ 

Comish  Streams —Sport  has  somewhat  im 
proved  during  the  past  week  on  most  of  the  rivers 
On  the  higher  waters  of  the  Tamar  twelve  or  four- 
teen trout  have  been  ordinary  half-day  baskets  On 
the  Camel  some  fine  trout  fishing  has  been  got  each 
day,  one  rod  gating  over  twenty  fish.  The  latter 
river  is  too  full  of  peal  smolt  for  the  comfort  of  the 
fisher,  as  these  fish  sport  like  trout  do,  but  must  be 
returned.  The  streams  around  Launceston  seem  to 
be  fishing  ve-y  fairiy.  A  salmon  or  two  have  been 
seen  in  the  Camel,  but  they  are  generally  regarded 
as  kelts. — Bodmin. 

Darentli  (Farningham,  etc.).— River'in  flood 
but  subsiding,  and  wiU  be  in  good  order  by  Saturday 
if  no  more  rain.  Many  of  the  fish  below  South 
Daren th  Mill  have  been  killed  by  bleaching  water 
^J.  Paul  Taylor.  e, 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is 
keeping  up  high,  and  a  good  deal  of  fresh  water 
down  from  the  moor  on  April  11  wfil  doubtless 
bring  up  a  good  many  salmon.  A  good  number  of 
rods  have  been  on  the  stream,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  obtamed.  On  April  8  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled 
eight  nice  trout,  and  Mr.  Revell  had  a  couple  brace 
On  April  10,  Messrs.  H.  T.  and  E.  Distin  had 
baskets  of  four  brace  and  five  brace  respectively 


and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  killed 
half  a  dozen  nice  fish.  Dr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  W. 
Moysey,  jun.,  obtamed  good  sport  on  th©  Har- 
boume. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Lew,  Okement,  and 
Torndge  have  been  very  high  and  the  waters  have 
been  somewhat  discoloured.  Good  baskets  of  trout 
were  taken  last  week,  and  the  fish  have  been  in  fine 
condition.  A  good  number  of  wormers  have  baen 
out,  and  they  should  have  a  good  time.  Fair  sport 
has  bejn  had  on  the  Exe,  Yeo  and  Greedy.  A  fine 
261b.  salmon  was  taken  on  the  Taw.  The  Carey 
IS  in  better  condition,  and  the  water  has  dropped 
during  the  past  few  days.  Several  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  in  Blagdon  Lake. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby) — Owing  chiefly  to  the  low  con- 
dition of  the  water,  which  it  was  anticipated  would 
have  risen  somewhat  after  the  recent  rain  and  snow, 
sport  contmues  very  indifferent,  and  but  an 
individual  take  or  two  are  recorded,  these  having 
been  effected  in  the  tideway.  The  outlook  for  the 
holidays  is  somewhat  poor,  unless  some  spates  are 
experienced  within  a  day  or  two.  Sea  angling  also 
affords  but  poor  compensation,  and  but  few 
votaries  are  operating. — J.  Jackson. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  To-day  is 
Aprd  12,  and  not  a  single  day  yet  that  could  have 
been  called  a  decant  fishing  day.  The  weather  iias 
been  very  boisterous  and  cold,  and  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow  has  not  improved  the  water.  On  April  1 
Mr.  Forgan  and  his  friend  killed  six,  Mr.  Chance 
five,  and  Mr.  Pine  four  fish.  On  April  3  Mr.  Mason 
creeled  eleven,  and  Mr.  Lingard  Monk  five.  On 
April  4  Dr.  White  and  his  friend  killed  six,  and 
Mr.  Mason  five.  On  April  5  Mr.  Malpass  killed  four 
(best  fish  1  lb.  3oz.),  Mr.  Stratton  four,  and  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Smythe  eighteen.  On  r\pril  6  Messrs. 
Malpass,  Stratton  and  White  brought  home  six  fish 
each.  On  April  7,  Messrs.  Stratton  and  JNIalpaas 
kdled  four  fish  each.  On  April  8,  Messrs.  Bourke 
and  White  killed  seven  fish,  and  Messrs.  Stratton, 
Malpass,  and  Monk  four  each.  On  April  10,  Mr.' 
Malpass  killed  eight,  Mr.  Stratton  seven, '  and 
Messrs.  Bourke  and  White  thirteen.  On  AprU  11 
Mr.  Malpass  killed  seventeen,  Mr.  Lyttel  six,  and 
Messrs.  Bourke  and  Whits  eight.  The  fish  average 
about  1  loz.,  and  are  in  good  condition.  Small  fl 
only  are  of  use. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Owing  to  the  rams  the 
river  is  undergoing  another  flushing  preparatory  to 
opening  of  trout  fishing  on  May  1.  No  roach  spawn 
is  reportei  yet,  which  is  fortunate  now  the  river  has 
risen. — Izaak  Walton. 

Ln^rsr  and  Arro'  tliBomlnrter).— Both  streams 
continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  height.  The 
March  Brown  has  been  out  thickly,  and  trout  have 
been  taking  them,  and  several  very  good-sized  fish 
have  been  landed. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigrli  Salterton).— At  time  of  report- 
ing— Wednesday,  April  12 — the  river  is  very  full 
and  stained,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  be  at 
all  fishable  to-day.  There  is  every  indication, 
moreover,  of  more  rain,  in  which  case  fly-fishers 
will  probably  have  to  wait  for  a  day  or  two.  Satur- 
day last  (April  8)  was  a  good  day;  fish  rose  well, 
and  good  catches  were  made  all  along  the  river! 
One  rod  took  nine  brace,  another  seven  brace,  and 
all  had  more  or  less  good  sport;  but  this  week/with 
a  falhng  barometer  and  heavy  rains,  next  to  nothing 
has  bean  done.  No  spring  salmon  have  yet  been 
observed  up. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  have  run  down  a  little, 
but  still  there  is  plenty  of  water ;  the  weather  is  a 
bit  too  cold  for  much  sport.  A  gentleman  had  a 
nice  dish  of  trout  on  the  Dart,  and  they  were  all 
sizeable  fish.  I  have  not  heard  of  much  being  done 
upon  any  of  the  other  rivers. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  wintry  weather  prevailed  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood up  to  the  close  of  last  week.  Some  snow  and 
sleet  fell  on  the  Thursday  with  a  sharp  frost  at  night, 
and  early  risers  on  Saturday  morning  were  astonished 
to  find  the  ground  completely  covered  with  snow,  but 
this  speedily  disappeared  from  the  lower  ground. 
The  Welsh  mountains  were,  however,  envelooei  in 
snow  for  some  days,  but  heavy  rain  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  present  week  has  melted  it  all 
away,  but  the  rivers  are  scarcely  yat  free  from  snow 
water. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  has  been  mild  but  showery  during  the 
week.  Several  ;angler3  have  been  out,  and  from 
the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  several  brace  of  trout 
have  been  taken  with  worm  and  minnow.  Mr.  T. 
Cerassell,  on  April  9,  from  the  upper  water,  secured 
a  nice  trout  of  l^lh.  Good  sport  has  been  had 
among  smelt  and  flatfish  in  Chichester  Harbour. 
From  four  to  six  dozen  smelt  have  been  taken  per 
tide,  and  a  few  small  bass. — George  F.  Salter 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Many  well-mended  kelts  hkve 
been  landed  and  a  few  greenbacks  about  81b.  The 
rivers  were  swarmed  the  opening  day  with  fishermen 
The  flood  now  on  will  sweep  these  old  kelts  back 
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and  bring  a  few  good  fish  up.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good,  some  places  good  catches  and  fine 
fish.  Flies  are  used  by  the  rod  and  line  men  for 
salmon,  and  the  trout  fishermen  have  killed  with 
Pheasant  Tail  and  Rusty  Red. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  in  grand  order  again 
after  the  spate  on  April  9  and  10.  A  231b.  salmon, 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  was  caught  at  end  of  the 
week,  the  best  fish  so  far  of  the  season.  Others 
hooked  and  lost.  Some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout 
taken  up  to  51b.  Fish  up  to  41b.  and  21b.  each  also 
caught.  Sport  should  be  good  for  some  time. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 
splendid  order  for  fishing,  and  some  very  good 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed.  The  Blue  Dun, 
February  Red,  and  March  Brown,  which  is  now  on 
thick,  have  been  the  best  flies.  Bottom  fishers 
have  tried  worms  and  landed  some  very  fine  trout. 
On  Saturday  evening,  at  Ludlow,  Mr.  W.  James 
took  a  trout  of  IJlb.  with  worm.  On  April  9  he 
caught  one  of  21b.,  and  on  Monday  one  of  1  lb.  weight. 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  M.  Husk  landed  seven  very  nice 
trout  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun;  and 
Mr.  Baker  took  nine  trout  under  Mill  St.  Weirs,  the 
largest  fish  scaling  1  lb.  and  Jib.  ;  T.  Lloyd  landed  a 
trout  IJlb.  On  Wednesday,  trout,;  |lb.  each,  were 
caught  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
go6d  order,  the  fish  have  moved  fairly  well,  but 
sport  has  not  been  up  to  expectations. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontli,  and  Neighbouring 
Slivers. — I  think  our  northern  rivers  have  had  a 
good  clean  "out,  and  the  kelts  are  less  numerous. 
There  are  now,  without  a  doubt,  a  goodly  lot  of 
fresh  salmon  up  the  Tyne,  and  I  have  heard  of  several 
having  been  killed  with  the  rod.  Trout  are  rising 
pretty  well  to  the  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown,  a 
basket  of  12  fell  to  one  rod  on  the  Corbridge  water; 
at  Wylam,  Mr.  Dalghsh  killed  five  trout  on  fly.  Some 
good  sport  has  been  reported  from  the  Coquet.  Mr. 
Ord,  on  April  10,  killed  sixteen  good  trout,  all  fly. 
Mr.  Mills,  on  April  7,  seven  good  fish,  fly  and  worm. 
I  have  just  heard  of  two  large  trout  killed  in  the 
Coquet  with  worm,  41b,  2oz.  and  31b.  The  kelt  fish 
are  nearly  cleared  out.  The  weather  of  the  last 
month  has  been  all  in  the  angler's  favour,  and  no 
doubt  the  future  of  the  present  season  will  be  a  good 
one.  Mr.  R.  White,  fishing  the  Whittle  Dene  waters 
on  April  5,  killed,  all  with  fly,  sixteen  fine  trout.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them,  and  my  fingers 
itched  to  be  on  the  job.  A  good  cast  is,  point, 
Spider,  March  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa.  and  Red 
Spinner;    Blue    Dun  is  also   good, — Henry  A. 

MUETON. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
are  now  in  perfect  order  for  fly  flishing.  During  the 
last  week  the  water  was  rather  heavy  for  fly. 
Dr.  Edwards  fisliing  on  the  Cilieny  last  week  caught 
22pb.  with  the  fly.  Worm  fishing  will  be  allowed 
on  the  Association  waters  next  week,  so  I  expect  to 
hear  of  some  good  baskets.    No  salmon  seen  here 

yet.  PONTSENNY. 

Usk  (Uek). — During  the  week  the  river  ha?  been 
in  capital  condition,  and  salmon  fishing  is  un- 
doubtedly improving.  There  was,  however,  a  con- 
siderable lise  in  the  water  on  April  11,  but  it 
soon  settled  down.  Of  the  two,  perhaps,  the 
water  has  been  too  high  for  the  Ijwer  catches 
all  the  season.  Trout  fishing  is  rather  at  a  stand- 
still, as  the  spotted  ones  have  been  feeding  on 
the  grannom  or  green  tail,  which  has  been  out 
thick.  On  Afril  5  Mr.  H.  W.  Pi  ide  kille  I  a  salmon 
201b.  in  the  l^ower  Pandy,  and  on  the  followina  day 
landed  a  very  fine  fish  weighing  301b.  in  the  Road 
Pool,  alter  a  fight  of  over  two  hours.  Mis.  Lister 
caught  her  fiist  fish  of  the  season  on  April  6,  a 
32-pounder,  in  the  Bindings.  Major  Trevor  caught 
two  fish,  one  of  221b.,  in  the  Weir  Pool,  on  April  5, 
and  cne  of  101b.,  in  the  Stone  Wall,  on  April  7.' 
The  Major  also  caught  five  brace  of  trout  on 
April  8.— T.  R. 

Wye  (Monmouth). — The  Wye  continues  in  very 
fair  order  for  fishing,  although  a  little  oti  the  heavy 
side.  The  rain  of  the  last  few  days,  however, 
portends  more  high  water.  Salmon  fishing  has  been 
successful  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  42-pounder 
was  taken  in  the  water  above  the  town,  and  I  hear 
of  several  smaller  ones  being  caught,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Iheie  have  been  several  fine  catches  of 
trout  with  minnow,  worm,  and  flies,  and  the  fis-h 
are  in  excellent  condition.  One  rod  took  7|lb.,  the 
largest  scaling  l|lb.  Pike  fishing  still  provides  goud 
sport,  and  ground  fishing  iias  resulted  in  several 
good  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  being  taken. 
— Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  getting  in  better  trim  for  the  fly,  but  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  as  the  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled,  the  ground  being  coveied  with  snow 
on  April  7,  an  inch  or  two  deep  on  the  hill?,  and  has 
also  been  very  cold  and  stormy.  However,  there 
appears  to  be  an  improvement  to-day  (Wednesday)  ; 
if  this  weather  continues,  sport  should  be  better 


especially  with  the  fly.  A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland.  fishing 
near  Matlock  Bridge,  on  several  occasions  has  had 
two  and  three  trout  most  nights,  one  of  these 
weighing  2|lb.  Several  other  local  anglers  have 
also  obtained  a  nice  trout  or  two.  The  prospect  is 
much  better,  and  the  weather  continuing  favourable, 
the  following  flies  will  be  useful  :  March  Brown, 
Hare's  Ear,  ^Cock  Winged  Dun,  and  Olive  Dun. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  S-wale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  the  last  report,  we  have  had 
a  variety  of  weather  —  snow,  hail,  and  wind. 
Following  the  snowstorm  of  unusual  severity  on 
Friday  (Apiil  7),  the  weather  up  to  to-day  (April  12) 
has  been  of  a  wild  character  for  angling,  and  as 
many  as  twelve  degrees  of  frost  have  been  registered 
on  the  upper  parts  of  the  valleys.  The  biting  north 
and  north-east  winds  have  taken  ofi  the  few  flies  that 
have  up  to  now  made  their  appearance.  At  the 
time  of  sending  this  report  there  is,  however,  a 
great  improvement,  the  wind  having  got  round  to 
south-east  with  a  considerable  rise  in  temperature, 
but  the  thermometer  is  still  very  low.  Sport  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  has  only  been 
moderate,  anglers  only  getting  an  odd  brace  or 
two.  However,  in  the  lower  reaches  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  between  Hack 
Fall  and  Ripon  with  the  fly,  the  best  flies  in 
this  district  being  March  Brown,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  The 
Swale  has  been  running  faiily  high  ;  sport  has 
greatly  improved  in  the  districts  of  Richmond, 
Easby,  and  Catterick  Bridge.  Beyond  this  district 
meagre  reports  are  to  hand.  The  Nidd  has  been  in 
fair  ply  for  fly  fishing.  On  April  8  a  fair  number 
of  rods  were  out  at  Pately  Bridge,  Dacre 
Banks,  and  Darley,  sport  on  this  particular 
river  being  fairly  good.  Baskets  ranging  from 
three  to  six  brace  have  been  got  with  the 
fly.  Snipe  and  Purple  being  the  favourite.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  fishing  very  well,  considering 
the  weather  has  been  so  windy.  Very  fair  sport 
has  been  met  with  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley.  Baskets  ranging  from 
five  to  ten  brace  have  been  got  daily  with  the  fly  : 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Winter  Brown  and  the  tinselled 
Partridges  have  done  the  most  execution.  In  the 
waters  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  at  Poole 
and  Weeton,  which  are  only  fished  by  their 
own  members,  sport  has  varied,  only  an 
odd  brace  or  two  being  got  with  spinning  the 
minnow.  Beyond  this  distiict  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  at  Harewood,  CoUingham,  and  Boston 
Spa.  The  Rye,  Ricoall,  and  the  Derwent  have  been 
running  in  fair  trim  ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  ruled  very  poor  in  these  districts 
owing  to  the  high  winds  which  have  prevailed. 
Prospects  are  brighter  for  the  coming  week,  and  the 
following  flies  will  be  found  useful  : — Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Winter  Brown  and 
Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 

Beauly. — Mr.  Young  and  party,  lessees  of  the 
Home  beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  who  have  their 
headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  continue  to 
have  fair  sport,  notwithstanding  the  very  severe 
nature  of  the  weather,  snow  lying  to  a  depth  of 
fully  12  inches  on  the  surrounding  hills  with  severe 
frost  at  night.  April  8  was  the  only  blank  day 
since  April  1.  The  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish, 
and  the  following  are  the  details  of  the  sport 
obtained  since  last  reported: — April  1,  two  of  101b. 
and  91b. ;  April  3.  one  of  91b.  ;  April  4,  one  of  101b.  ; 
April  5,  two  of  101b.  each  ;  April  6,  one  beauty  of 
lejlb.  ;  and  April  7,  two  beauties  of  101b.  and  9ilb. 
This  makes  a  total  for  the  seven  days'  fishing  of 
nine  salmon  aggregating  971b.,  or  an  average  of 
101b.  13oz.  On  the  tijal  waters,  too,  during  the 
past  week  some  very  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  were 
creeled  by  the  Farley  House,  Moniach  Castle,  and 
Beaufort  Castle  rods.  The  trout  «re  in  excellent 
condition,  and  range  from  12oz.  up  to  21b.  4oz. 
The  deep  snow  on  the  hills  and  the  great  frost 
pievent  the  brown  trout  in  the  Cannich  lochs  and 
river  from  taking  any  lure  held  out  to  them.  Both 
lochs  and  river  are  well  stocked,  and  only  genial 
showers  are  requued  to  put  the  fish  into  eating 
trim.  The  Conon  river  has  now  been  let  to  a  party 
residing  in  the  Conon  Arms  Hotel.  On  April  7,  two 
nice  salmon  of  81b.  were  grassed,  but  tnere  is  not 
the  wonted  show  of  fish  on  the  pools,  and  the  nets 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  are  also  doing  badly. 
The  fact  of  so  much  snow  water  in  the  river  is  put 
down  as  the  chief  reason. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  liddle. — Fishing  in  Mr. 
Makant's  stretch  of  the  Netherby  reserved  water  an 
angler  caught  a  new-run  salmon  of  about  121b.  Mr. 
W.  Chambers  landed  a  small  one  below  Lynefojt, 
and  Mr.  A.  Bell  had  one  below  Longtown' Bridge. 
Notw^ithstanding  the  cold,  both  Esk  and  Liddle 
continue  in  good  angling  condition.    Mr.  Jackson 


had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Langholm 
water,  while  several  good  baskets  have  been  got  in 
Lower  Tarras.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  Monkhouse  and  another  angler  had  close 
on  two  dozen  yellow  trout  each.  There  is  good 
yellow  trout  fishing  in  the  lower  Liddle  below 
Penton  Bridge  and  several  baskets  have  been  got 
by  local  anglers.  There  are  not  many  visitors  in 
Liddesdale  as  yet,  but  in  Eskdale,  at  the  Eskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  several  well-known  names  are 
already  booked  for  the  season. — -Gilnookie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.)  — Since 
last  reported  the  following  sport  has  been  obtained  : 
—On  April  5,  Mr.  Fred  Oakley  landed  a  91b.  salmon 
on  Gledfield  Pool.  On  April  7,  on  Invercharron 
water,  Mr.  Oakley  landed  a  10-pounder,  and  Mr. 
Oakley  one  of  81b.  April  8  was  blank,  but  on 
April  10  Mrs.  Oakley  captured  a  10-pounder  on 
Invercharron  water,  and  Mr.  Fred  Oakley  a  fine 
fish  weighing  14lb. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — During  the  pa^t  week 
there  was  a  large  accumulation  of  snow  in  the  upper 
districts  of  the  river,  and  now  that  it  is  melting 
the  water  is  rising.  It  is  somewhat  thick,  however, 
for  successful  angling,  and  will  continue  so  until  the 
snow  disappears  from  the  hills.  The  frost  is  also 
pretty  keen,  especially  in  the  early  morning,  but 
bright  sunshine  is  experienced  mostly  during  the 
day.  Fishing  on  the  river  from  the  Fife  Arms 
Hotel  on  March  29,  Mr.  J.  Chisholm  had  ten  trout 
weighing  51b.  ;  on  April  4,  Mr.  Mundey  had  ten  trout 
51b. ;  on  April  5,  ten  trout  of  61b. ;  on  April  7, 
fourteen  trout  of  81b. ;  and  on  April  8,  five  trout 
weighing  31b.  Sir  Richard  Nicholson  arrived  on 
Aprrl  5  at  Eden  from  London. — H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth).— On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Isia 
and  its  tributary,  the  Ericht,  angling  opened  about 
the  middle  of  March  with  a  fair  amount  of  success, 
the  trout  being  in  good  condition  for  the  season. 
Nothing  has  been  done  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  the 
weather  being  very  wintry,  snow  or  sleet  falling  daily. 
On  April  6  and  four  following  days  the  minimum 
readings  of  the  thermometer  was  9,  9,  13,  8,  and 
1 2  degrees  F.  of  frost.  The  weather  has  been  milder 
since  Tuesday. — Iasgaie. 

Iioch  Iieveu  (Kinross}. — The  first  capture  o£ 
the  season  was  effected  on  April  7,  when  Mr.  J.  J. 
Harris,  Green  Hotel,  and  Mr.  L.  Gray,  Bridgend 
Hotel,  Kinross,  were  out,  and  captured  with  fly 
five  trout  which  weighed  Gib.  4oz.  The  first  trout 
was  captured  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris;  their  heaviest 
fish  was  21b.  8oz. ;  the  weather  was  most  imfavour- 
able,  severe  frost  prevailed  overnight,  and  the 
ground  was  covered  with  enow  in  the  early  morning, 
i^arge  numbers  of  natural  flies  were  on  the  water, 
and  there  was  a  fair  show  of  fish,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  wind  being  so  changeable,  a  good  creel 
would  have  been  made.  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross, 
and  Master  J.  Stalker,  Auchadonnan,  were  out  on 
April  11,  when  the  weather  was  milder.  Fish  were 
rising  in  thousands  to  myriads  of  flies  during  a  dead 
calm  in  the  forenoon,  the  show  of  fish  being  the 
largest  seen  on  the  loch  for  many  years.  Good 
sport  was  got.  Their  catch  with  the  fly  was  fifteen 
trout,  which  weighed  221b.  Five  of  their  fish  weighed 
121b.  4oz.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  April  3,  Mr.  F.  A.  Aglen,  Alyth, 
killed  two  salmon,  161b.  and  91b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Hunt, 
Liverpool,  one,  11  lb.  ;  on  April  4,  Mr.  R.  M.  Logan, 
Petersfield,  Hants,  killed  a  salmon  of  171b. ;  and  on 
April  7,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Airdrie,  had  one  of  101b. — 
S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  5,  Colonel 
Simmons  killed  one  salmon,  weighing  131b. ;  Colonel 
Strachan,  one,  161b.  On  April  6,  Colonel  Strachan, 
one,  131b.  On  April  8,  Colonel  Simmons,  one,  131b. 
On  April  10,  Colonel  Strachan,  one,  121b.  On  April 
12,  Colonel  Strachan,  one,  151b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  April  5,  Colonel  Bulpatt,  Derby,  had  one 
salmon  of  141b.,  and  Professor  Cunningham,  Edin- 
burgh, had  one  of  22|lb.  On  Aprd  6,  Professor 
Cunningham  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  81b.  On 
April  7,  Mr.  Kennedy,  Edinburgh,  had  one  of  181b. 
On  April  10,  Mr.  Rigby,  Leicester,  had  one  of  151b., 
and  Mr.  Whittle,  Leicester,  had  one  of  181b. — 
R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — From 
March  20  to  24  anglers  from  the  various  lodge-i 
landed  twenty-four  salmon  on  Naver ;  and  on  the 
Borgie,  Messrs.  Jamieson  (two  rods)  had  thirty-two 
in  three  weeks.  Fishing  the  Naver  on  March  25, 
Mr.  Popham  had  a  salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  Mr. 
H.  V.  Warrender,  Rhefail,  one  on  No.  6.  On 
March  27,  Mr.  Spottiswood,  Rhefail,  had  one  salmon 
on  No.  6  ;  Mr.  Alison  Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  5 ;  Mr.  Pick,  Syre  Lodge,  four  salmon  on 
No.  2 ;  Mr.  Popham,  one  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  War- 
render,  one  on  No.  1.  On  March  28,  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  War- 
render,  two  on  No.  2.  On  March  29,  Mr.  Popham 
landed  one  salmon  on  No.  4.    On  March  30,  iMr, 
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Spottiswood  had  two  salmon  on  No  3  •  Mr 
Arbuthnot  two  on  No.  2 ;   and  Mr.  Pick  one  on 

9^.^^^''!'  Spottiswood  one  on 
No.  4.  and  Mr.  Pick  one  on  No.  (i.  On  April  1.  Mr 
Combe,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  one  on  No.  4,  and 
Mr  Warrender  one  on  No.  6.  On  April  3,  Captain 
i  ,r*  ,7/®  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  No  3 
and  Mr.  Warrender,  Rhefail,  one  on  N^o.  6.  Owine 
^.to™.  April  4  and  5  were  blank.  On 
April  6  the  Skelpick  rods  landed  three  on  Beats  1 
and  2,  and  Mr.  Warrender  two  on  No.  3.  Weather 
Etill  severe  to  the  middle  of  this  week.  B 

f^Oy*®"  (Oy^fU  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).- 

rihe  fearful  weather  prevailing  in  this  upland  district 
Bias  retarded  angling.  On  April  4,  Dr.  Cullen  landed 
fa  salmon,  weighing  81b.  On  April  6,  Mr  H  W 
Christie  caught  two  of  16^1b.  and  IQilb.,  and  Mr 
Christie  had  one  of  O^lb  Both  anglers  fished  from 
Oykell  Bridge  Hotel. — B. 

■   r^^^^u^  ^^^''f^f'^!  N.B.).-Od  March  27,  Captain 
Uliphant  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  81b  91b 
anu  101b.    On  April  1,  Mr.  Farrer  had  one  of  21  lb  ' 
and  Mr.  Ridley,  two  of  81b.  and  101b.    On  April  2 
Mr  Farrer  caught  a  9-pounder,  and  on  April  3  one 
of  81b     On  April  4,  Mr.  Ridley  had  one  of  101b 
and  Mr.  Farrer.  one  of  91b.    On  April  6,  Mr.  Ridley 
landed  a  fine  fish,  weighing  191b.,  and  Mr.  Farrer  a 
9-pounder.    On  April  8,  Mr.  Farrer  landed  one 
weighing  171b. — B.  ' 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  have  been  in 
more  settled  order  this  week  for  trout  fishing  and 
a  number  of  fair  ba=?kets  have  been  caucrht  in  the 
private  stretches.  The  salmon  fishing  last  week-end 
also  showed  an  improvement,  as  on  April  6  and  7 
some  fish  ascended  the  various  rivers,  and  two  or 
three  anglers  were  lucky  enough  to  land  one.  The 
yellow  trout  are  getting  into  good  order,  and  during 
the  past  week  they  have  made  up  rapidly  in  con 
dition.  The  Annan.— Angling  in  Mount  Annan 
water,  on  April  7,  Will  Robinsjn  killed  a  clean  run 
salmon  of  gib.  out  of  the  Salmon  Pool.  It  was  taken 
with  a  Jock  Scott  fly.  On  the  following  day,  April  8 
Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  fisherman,  Andrew  Bell,  landed 
a  clean  run  spring  fish  of  101b.  out  of  the  Hole 
Pcol  of  the  Back- of- the- Wood  of  Mount  Annan 
water.  The  same  fisherman  landed  a  kelt  in 
Alice  s  Pool,  above  Brydekirk,  Upper  Cauld  which 
was  returned.  Several  kelts  were  landed  in  the 
middle  waters  last  week.  In  the  Brewery  Stream 
Nichol-on  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  91b. 
-^y^^S^*  yel^o^  trout  with  Gr.en 

weUs  Glory  fly.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had 
also  a  few  yellow  trout  higher  up  the  river. 
Mr.  MaxweU  caught  a  basket  of  eighteen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Wamj  hray  water  on  April  8,  with  flv 
and  other  reds  have  had  from  six  to  a  dozen  each 
in  the  Dinwoodie  waters.  The  Dumfries  Mith 
has  been  m  good  ply  for  trout  fishing  since  last 
week  s  notes  Fishing  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale  portion 
at  Thornhill  the  members  of  the  association 
have  had  some  nice  creels  of  trout  with  the  flv 
and  near  to  Closeburn  local  rods  have  had  over 
a  dozen  and  up  to  two  dozen  trout  at  an  outing. 
Ihe  Cluden  and  Caim  aie  receiving  attention  from  a 
number  of  anglers.  Ihe  Cairn  is  a  good  stream  to 
fish  m  May,  and  when  the  water  is  right,  one  can 
depend  on  good  sport  in  the  I  uiscore  section.  This 
stretch  IS  private;  but  Mr.  Caker,  of  Dalgonar 
House,  who  owns  a  long  stretch  of  water,  never 
reluses  the  wandeiing  angler  a  day.  The  Gallo- 
way Rivers.— Trout  fishing  has  been  obtained  in 
the  various  rivers  with  fly.  and  the  district  lochs 
gave  some  moderate  baskets  of  yeUow  trout  in  good 
condition. — Heathebbell. 

Tay  — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  dry,  but  cold.  The  river  has  been  more 
settled,  and  for  the  past  three  days  in  first-rate 
order.  \  ery  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the 
beats  in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  river 
During  week  ending  April  II,  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
killed  four  fish  of  181b.,  171b.,  151b.  and  14ilb 
on  Islamouth  stretch,  and  one  of  61b  "on 
Lower  Cargill  while  Lord  Tavistock  had  two  fish  of 
1/ lb.  and  131b.  on  Islamouth,  and  one  of  241b  on 

imK  i--u,-^^^^°?  T^^^""^  y^^^'^^'i  three  salmon  of 
191b.,  1,1b  and  1.3lb.  to  the  boatmen  during  the 
week  while  Dr.  B urge  killed  one  fish  of  I8lb.  on 

t  ?i  .P'^^         °^  ^'^l^-'  and  141b.  were 

killed  on  the  upper  stretch  of  Murthly  Castle  water 
Fishing  Stanley  water,  Mr.  F.  W.  Harris  ki  led 
one  fish  of  141b  on  April  5,  one  of  161b.  on  April  7 
t°hWr  ^•r°°/P'"'J.^'  one  of  18ilb.  on  April  10 
while  Mr  Montagu  Stone  had  one  of  171b.  on  Aniil  6 
and  another  of  same  weight  on  Apr,l  7.  Fishing 
Burnmouth  water,  on  April  8,  Mr.  H  Barnett 
landed  one  fish  of  191b. ;  o^n  Lower  Dunkeld  waTer 
;  imu^^^^  ^-"h  °f  151b.  on  April  7,  and 

oMcnl^^"!^  ;  ?,K^P"^  i^'  ^^^^^^i^-  A.  Gilbey  got'two. 
01  lOlb.  and  1  /lb.,  on  April  10.    Fishing  for  Mr  Park 

kmYjfw/fl^J!  1'^.ofu''''°''^P"l  Mr.Buchanari 
killed  two  fish  of  201b.  and  islb..  and  Mr.  Low  one 

igiih^  ^""f  •,.,K^''-  S'^^^y  ^^"'^d  two  fish  of 
19^1b.  and  171b.    on  Dalguise  on   April  7.  and 
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one  of  201b.  on  Upper  Dunkeld  on  April  11,  while 
Captain  Peanth  got  one  fish  of  201b.  on  Dalguise 
on  April  8.  Fishing  the  GrandtuUy  Castle  water 
on  April  8,  Mr  George  Scott  got  one  fish  of  16ilb. 
On  the  river  Lyon  at  Fortingall.  Colonel  BuUpitt 
killed  one  fish  of  141b.  on  April  5.  Professor  Cunn/ng- 
harn  had  one  fish  of  22pb.  on  April  5,  and  two  of  181b. 
and  81b.  on  April  6.  Mr.  Kennedy  had  one  of  181b. 
wu^S"'  ^'  K.>gbyone  of  151b..  and  Mr. 

Whittle  one  of  181b.  on  April  11,  while  on  Loch 
lay  Ki  hn.  Colonel  Strachan  killed  one  fish  of  161b 
on  April  4,  one  of  16lb.  on  April  5,  one  of  131b.  on 
April  6,  and  one  of  121b.  on  April  10. ;  and  Colonel 
Simmons  one  of  141b.  on  April  4,  one  of  131b  on 
April  5,  and  one  of  131b.  on  April  8.— A  A 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers  — 
Ihe  riveis  are  ag^in  in  good  order,  but  the  weather 
has  been  frequently  too  bright  for  salmon  angling 
and  the  results  have  fallen  off.  Trout  fishers  how- 
ever, are  having  fairly  good  sport.  On  Ap.il  1,  at 
Sprouston.  Mr.  Robson  had  two  salmon  and  two 
sea-trout.  On  the  Lees^  water  on  March  31  Dr 
Gardiner  caught  one  salmon  of  91b.  On  Cornhili 
Tf^ml^^nPl'  ^'  ^'•««i^ell  landed  one  salmon 
ot  Jib.  On  Lennell  water.  Mr.  A.  D.  McDonald, 
Coldstream,  had  one  salmon  of  91b.  On  Twizel 
water  on  March  29.  Mr.  H,ll  landed  two  salmon  of 
ab.  and  6ilb.  and  on  the  30th,  one  of  141b.  On 
«Tk     A  '^^-  had  three-^Ulb.,  101b.,  and 

81b.    On  Ednam  House  water,  Mr.  James  Tait  last 
week  had  three  salmon  and  a  clean  sea-trout.  At 
Carham  on  Monday,  April  10,  Mr.  Perkins  had  three 
T?'^  Mr.  R.  D.  Ormiston,  Dr.  Hill 

and  Mr.  Robt.  Hogarth  had  each  one  salmon  last 
week.— Maxwheel. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Calm 
weather  has  prevailed  during  past  week.  There  are 
good  signs  ot  a  lot  of  spring  fish  having  been  up 
during  past  week.  Mr.  Richard  Berridfe  secured 
one  ot  141b.— Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— At  the  beginning  of 
the  week  the  flood  water  had  cleared  out  of  the 
tributaries,  all  of  which  have  since  continued  in 
order.  Baskets  of  trout  in  prime  condition  were 
made  on  the  Clough.  Braid  and  Kells.  as  well  as 
on  the  reaches  of  the  Maine  between  Dunminning 
and  Lough  Neagh.  Fish  are  rising  freely  to  the  flv 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Blackwater,  Baliinderrv 
and  Moyola  which  are  better  stocked  with  trout 
than  they  have  been  for  many  past  years.  The 
mild  weather  and  blight  sunshine  that  are 
bemg  experienced  have  reduced  the  Bann 
12  inches  and  the  shallow  casts  are  in  order,  and 
trout  are  rismg  to  the  few  natural  flies  that  have 
yet  come  to  the  surface.  Newly-run  salmon  have 
passed  over  the  weirs  on  their  way  to  the  lake,  but 
a  few  are  resting  on  the  shallows  where  the  water  is 
M,.^i^®w-^  temperature  than  on  the  deep  stretches. 
flK  ^'l^u"^*  KJh-ea-Ub.. 

1  iik'  ^i'-.^iu'''*.^'^-'  ^""^  M""-  W.  Mclntyre,  two,  of 
Ulb.  and  31b  at  Portglenone,  where  larger  baskets 
were  obtained  m  1904  than  at  any  other  an^Ung 
station  in  Ireland.— Daniel  O'Fee  '^"o^ng 
Belfast  and  District.— The  small  streams  are 
M.^-.«  *^  Crossgar,  Lagan  and 

Maine  are  in  fine  ply.    The  Crossgar.  which  is  pre- 

S  H  ^^^f*'*  Anglers'  Association  has 

yielded  splendid  trout  fishing  so  far,  there  being 

tiieTrou^-i-J^A'^B™^"*  ^""^  number  of 

Blackwater  (co.'  Cork).— Water  in  good  order 
and  mcst  fisheries  are  now  well  stocked,  sport  on 
the  Caieysville  fishery  continues  good,  six  to  ten 
fish  per  day  bemg  landed.  On  the  Ballyduff  fisherv 
T  ^'  l^l^-  '        April  8,  one.  301b.  ;  on 

April  10  one  201b.  On  the  Ballynaroon  Fishery. 
Mr.  J.  yv.  Logan  had  nineteen  salmon  during 
,  mtf  ^^yf,  fishing,  weighing  101b.,  261b..  151b., 

,n,u-  ,li^^'  ^Olh.,  161b.,  181b.,  201b.,  151b.,  251b 
101b    161b.,  81b..  81b    181b..  101b..  l'41b..  and  Sib.' 
At  Banteer,  Mr.   William  Galway,  one,   101b  — 
William  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyne  (Nayan).— The  hard,  inclement  weather 
we  have  experienced  during  the  past  week  has  not 
only  spoilt  sport,  but  has  also  run  the  river  down  to 
a  low  ieveL  I  only  hear  of  a  few  fish  beinggot.  On 
f^>MK*''^mf  ^'"^  l^'^g^h,  Mr.  Sclater  had  three 
of  251b..  191b  and  121b.  On  Upper  Black  Castle. 
VI  ;,u  had  eight  of  221b..  181b..  1241b 

of  I  t^U  "  ^^'i.Vu^^-'  ^^}^-'  ^^'l  9ilb.  ;  Mrs.  Ley'two 
of  171b  and  151b.  ;  and  the  fisherman  two  of  32Ub 
and  171b.  On  Black  Castle  lower  water.  Mr  lieii 
had  one  of  101b.  and  the  fisherman  one  of  251b  I 
hear  also  that  .Mr.  CaldweU  got  one  or  two  on 'his 
water  near  Beauparc,  but  have  no  details  of  weight 
— Claeet  Fly.  ° 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  Bundrowes  is 
at  present  in  good  fishing  ply.     T.  Gilroy,  the 
keeper,  landed  three  fine  spring  salmon  of  leilb 
11  lb  and  101b.  on  AprU  7  and  April  8.   Mr!  h! 
Stanley  Smith,  of  London,  landed  a  nice  clean  run 


salmon  weighing  101b.  on  April  10.  Trouting  was 
excellent  on  the  river  during  the  past  week?  and 
Mr.  O.  J.  Singleton  (owner  of  the  fishery)  took  a 
number  of  beauties.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  BeUeek),  —  The 
Kme  has  now  run  down  to  fine  trouting  order,  and 
trouting  was  good.  Mr.  H.  Stanley  Smith  caught 
the  largest,  a  beauty,  over  41b.  Some  fine  salmon 
continue  ti  be  taken  in  the  net  fishery  of  the 
Erne.- M.  Rooan  &  Sons. 

Galway  Rivers.- The  flood  gates  are  now  down 
and  the  river  is  getting  into  good  fishing  order. 
Ihe  iollowing  is  the  catch  for  the  week:— Mr  T 
Lydon,  three  salmon,  171b.,  141b.,  and  111b.;  Mr 
M.  Lydon,  two  salmon,  9pb.  each. — W.  N.  Milne 

*u^"u*'^^'®^-"~-^*"'  ^P°^  has  been  had  at  salmon 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable 
Good  baskets  of  brown  trout  continue  to  be  had 
On  Lough  Quittane  good  sport  is  now  being  had.  

Lee  River  (co.  Cork) — Salmon  fishing  has  been 
very  poor  during  the  week.  Water  in  good  order 
and  fish  plentiful,  but  refuse  to  look  at  any  lure' 
On  Wilhams  water,  Mr.  A.  Robertson  had  one  of 
1 1  lb.  On  Warrenscourt  water  the  fishermen  had 
five,  71b  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  11  lb.  On  NettlevUlo 
Messrs.  H.  Welch-Thornton  and  Robt.  Nettles,  five' 
71b.  to  lUb.  On  Oak  Grove,  Mr.  Leary,  one  171b' 
On  Classas,  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  one,  121b.  On  Castle- 
mch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  two,  61b.  and  101b.,  and  Mr 
J.  Leary,  two.  61b.  and  121b.  On  Lord  Carberv's 
water.  Major-General  Dickins  and  Mr.  Dickins.  five 
71b..  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  151b.  On  Faha  Mr  h' 
Maudslay,  one,  16Jlb.  At  Macroom,  Mr.  J.  Barrv' 
one,  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Massy,  one,  101b. ;  and  Air' 
Howard,  two,  121b.  and  141b.— William  HL^ynes 
&  Son. 

Xiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Eerrv)  — 

r  1^,?"'  *  Dennehy  had  two  fresh-run  salmon 
of  101b.  and  91b..  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunt.  one.  91b  On 
AprU  7  Johnny  Shea  got  one  of  lO^lb.  Brown  trout 
have  been  rising  all  over  the  lake  to  small  flies.  Mr 
O  Shea  got  two  dozen  on  one  day,  weighing  131b 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Tranfield.  on  another  day!  seventeen' 
total  weight,  11  lb. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Sport  with  salmon  and  trout 
on  the  lake  during  tlie  past  week  was  very  fair 
particularly  amongst  the  trout.  Dr  Barnett 
landed  one  salmon,  9^1b.  ;  Colonel  Wade,  C.B  one 
lOlb. ;  Cobnel  Underwood,  one,  101b.  An  angler 
trouting.  caught  a  fresh  run  salmon,  91b  ofi  a 
o^u'^^T^',^'^  addition  to  fourteen  trout  weighing 
81b  Mr.  V.  G.egory,  D.L,  and  friend  took  the  best 
basket  of  trout  of  the  week  on  April  9,  containinf 
trout  from  |lb.  to  2|lb.,  and  numerous  baskets  of 
fine  gillarooes  were  taken  by  the  anglers  fishino-  the 
lake  generally  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  Xr 
Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  

Sport  continues  good  on  all  the  above  waters  at 
brown  trout.  The  following  were  the  best  baskets 
during  the  week :— On  Drenane,  one  of  four  dozen  • 
on  Cummeravanrig,  one  of  seventy-one  ■  on 
Fielalougha,  one  of  twenty-nine;  on  Coomavoher 
one  of  thiity- three;  and  on  Coomcatcun.  one  of 
thirty-four— T.  J.  D. 

JUonrue  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone)  

The  Moume,  Strule,  Derg,  Glenelly  and  Finn  are 
now  in  perfect  order.  Captain  Reed  and  friend  and 
Mr.  Phillips  had  several  baskets  of  trout  from  61b. 
to  81b..  the  trout  ranging  from  fib.  to  lilb.  Mr' 
Gallagher  caught  one  fisn  of  31b.,  and  Mr."  Kirk 
had  several  81b.  catches.  Major  Ansley  has  arrived 
here  and  Captain  J.  E.  Carter,  and  Mr.  Leslie  Carter 
will  arrive  next  week.  Trout  are  plentiful  and  in 
good  condition. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Water  in  good  order 
during  tne  week  and  weather  fine.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson 
landed  a  number  of  kelts  on  the  upper  waters,  and 
there  was  a  good  number  of  fish  taken  in  the  weirs 
All  the  pools  are  Well  stocked  with  fish.  Lousii 
Conn  fished  well  during  last  week.  j\Ir.  Argill  got  a 
spring  fish  every  day  ;  largest,  101b.  Good  fishing 
is  expected  from  this  week  as  the  water  is  coming 
down  to  fishing  level. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loug^^s  Conn  and  Cnllen  (BaUina,  oo 
Mayo).— The  river  and  loughs  are  now  gettino'  into' 
good  fishmg  order,  but  the  run  of  salmon  for  the 
past  week  was  poor.  Mr.  Runohman  lost  two  salmon 
after  some  play.  Two  salmon  have  been  got  on 
Lough  Conn,  spinning,  also  some  ni<  e  tcout  Some 
nice  takes  of  trout  were  got  on  Lough  Callow  —Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —Weather  much  im- 
proved water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass.  Mr 
G.  0.  Williams  killed  seven  salmon,  id6!Hb  141b 
30ilb.,  361b.,  2Ulb..  181b..  321b.  On  Hermitage' 
Lord  Kingston  killed  two  salmon.  341b..  15ilD  • 
Mr.  Piers  \V.  Jones  two  salmon,  22|lb  101b  "  On 
the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stanclifle  killed  two 
sa  mon  25ilb.  and  331b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  ono 
331b.  On  Iv  ewgarden  Mr.  Piers  W.  Jones  killed  two 
salmon,  ISilb.,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  S.  E,  Vansittart  one 
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salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  Lord  Kingston  two  salmon,  91b. 
and  14ilb.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  261b.  On  Erinagh,  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  ID^b. — John  En-right  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe). — This 
week  again  the  principal  theme  in  my  report  must 
be  the  weather,  which  has  been  vile  in  the  extreme, 
while  the  water  has  fallen  to  a  perfect  standard. 
A  few  decent  salmon — largest  341b. — have  been 
landed,  however,  and  others  of  341b,  221b.,  and  161b. 
have  also  paid  the  penalty. — S.  J.  Hubley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  angling  is  still  very  un- 
productive by  daylight,  but  fair  bags  of  pouting,  small 
codling,  and  dabs  have  been  the  rule  each  evening. 
The  water  still  retains  its  remarkable  clearness,  de- 
spite the  several  strong  breezes  recently  experienced, 
and  until  it  assumes  a  little  more  "  tone,"  angling 
prospects  must  remain  poor.  On  April  7,  Rev.  E. 
Vigers  was  fortunate  in  securing  fourteen  small  dabs, 
while  his  brother  anglers  did  scarcely  anything. 
Angling  ranks  on  April  8  included  Messrs.  Band,  Lark- 
man,  Bepsly,  Vigers,  Turner,  Baum,  and  Dyer,  but 
until  the  approach  of  night  one  and  all  found  matters 
particularly  slow.  Several  fine  dabs  and  one  large 
plaice  formed  part  of  the  catch  after  darkness  had 
set  in.  No  one  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  following 
morning,  and  Mr.TarlLng'and  Mr.  Oakshott,  who  fished 
in  the  afternoon;  met  with  scant  success.  The  pier 
had  but  one  patron  on  April  10,  owing  to  the  extreme 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  on  April  11,  Mr.  P. 
C.  Edgar,  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  the  Temiscaming 
Club,  U.S.A.,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  E.  T.  Simons,  and 
several  local  fishermen  tempted  sport  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  with  very  poor  results,  but  during 
evening  hours  some  heavy  numerical  catches  of 
pouting  were  made,  as  well  as  a  few  codling.  The 
five  rods  that  were  wielded  on  April  12  only 
accounted  for  a  few  small  dabs,  some  half  a  dozen 
pouting,  and  four  sizeable  godling. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  long  looked-for  spring  pollack 
have  arrived,  and  some  very  fine  ones  have  been 
caught.  I  saw  several  boats  on  Monday  at  the  back 
of  the  breakwater — the  lighthouse  end — and  they 
were  having  very  fair  sport.  They  are  running 
from  31b.  to  71b.  weight,  and  afford  good  sport  on 
the  rod,  with  the  spinning  sand-eel  or  Challenger 
bait.  It  is  always  advisable  to  have  a  gaff  or 
landing-net  in  the  boat,  as  sometimes  you  get  a 
bigger  fish  that  would  carry  away  your  single  gut, 
which  it  is  always  best  to  fish  with.  The  bass  are 
still  on  the  feed  in  the  Cattewater,  the  best  bait 
being  the  baby  spinner  and  worm.  You  anchor 
your  boat  in  the  tideway,  and  there  is  just  enough 
motion  to  keep  the  spinner  moving. — William 
Hkarder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — There  is  still  very  little  to  report, 
although  the  weather  is  still  very  mild  and  water 
in  good  condition.  Pollack  are  being  caught  near 
the  breakwaters,  and  pout  are  plentiful  though 
small.  Small  bass  are  still  numerous  in  the  harbour, 
and  some  good  takes  are  to  hand,  one  angler  captur- 
ing thirty-three  good  fish.  Bass  are  also  moving 
out  by  the  Ferry  Bridge,  the  Wyke  men  having 
several  nice  fish,  one  being  91b.  in  weight.  There 
have  been  a  few  flounders  captured  in  the  back- 
water, but  they  run  small  as  yet.  With  a  continua- 
tion of  the  fine  weather  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record 
some  better  catches. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


JlssociaUons,  cic. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  j^^^-blisJied  on 
Thursday,  April  20,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  21.  All  communications 
intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue  must  reach  the 
office  by  "first"  post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  19. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  annual  general  delegate  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Cripplegate  Institute  on  Monday  next,  April  17, 
at  8  p.m.,  when  the  balance  sheet  for  the  past  year 
will  be  presented  for  approval ;  also  the  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  are  to  be  elected 
by  ballot.  Will  all  delegates  please  remember  to 
possess  themselves  with  the  delegate's  voting  ticket, 
otherwise  their  votes  will  not  be  recorded.  Voting 
tickets  will  not  be  suppUed  after  the  commencement 
of  business ;  I  purpose  being  at  the  meeting  early 
to  supply  those  who  may  not  be  provided.  The 
attendance  of  all  delegates  is  earnestly  desired. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Summers  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
business  meeting  on  April  12.  Agents'  reports 
announced  fair  sport  at  Leenane,  Connemara,  and 


fair  takes  of  cod,  whiting,  pollack  and  plaice.  At 
Southend  1171b.  of  codling  had  been  taken  in  one 
day.  Deal  and  Brighton  sport  poor.  Very  little  sea 
angling  going  on  anywhere  just  now.  For  the  social 
meeting  Mr.  Ivan  Boyton  took  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  to  open  his  subject,  "  Scotch 
Drift  Fishing  Boats,  and  the  Working  of  the  Nets." 
In  January  last  this  gentleman  read  a  very  ex- 
haustive and  valuable  paper  upon  "  Nets  used  in 
Sea  Fishing."  That  it  might  be  entirely  reliable, 
he  verified  his  knowledge  of  the  subject — not  a 
small  one,  by  the  way — by  obtaining  original  in- 
formation from  the  most  reliable  sources,  a  course 
much  to  be  commended.  Through  Mr.  Botteley,  of 
Birmingham,  a  country  member,  he  had  received  a 
most  careful,  indeed  able,  paper  describing  the 
boat  and  the  working  of  the  nets  from  John 
Wilson,  the  skipper  of  the  Ruby,  of  Kirkcaldy. 
For  clearness,  even  elegance,  of  diction,  and  for 
its  masterly  marshalling  of  facts,  Mr.  Bates  con- 
sidered it  well  worthy  of  being  read  to  the  society, 
for  it  bore  upon  the  face  of  it  its  entire  reliability. 
The  boat  and  nets  described  were  those  which  come 
south  every  year  for  the  herring  fishery,  off  our  east 
coasts.  The  up-to-date  boat  is  70ft.  long,  21ft. 
broad,  and  from  8ft.  to  9ft.  deep,  has  a  foremast 
62ft.  long,  with  only  one  stay  always  carried  to 
windward,  and  a  mizzen  mast  50ft.  long.  The  lug 
foresail  is  large,  300  yards  of  cotton  cloth  (No.  2), 
the  mizzen  200  yards  of  No.  2.  There  are  also  two 
jibs  of  lighter  cloth  of  80  yards  and  150  yards. 
Ballast  over  fifteen  tons  of  round  and  smooth 
stones  from  May  Island.  Concrete  is  laid  under  the 
cabin  floor  to  avoid  smells.  Cabin  aft-accommodation 
for  eight  persons  tastefully  and  well  furnished. 
Fresh  water  tanks  for  a  week'sisupply.  Being  fitted 
with  a  steam  capstan  on  deck,  the  boiler  is  in  this 
cabin.  Everything  is  kept  clean  and  polished. 
Scripture  and  other  mottoes  adorn  it,  and  when 
lit  up  presents  a  splendid  appearance.  '  On  deck 
there  is  scarcely  any  bulwark,  thus  being  clear  for 
Tjaying  out  and  hauling  in  the  nets  and  the  fish.  Nine 
messengers  are  required  of  about  3-mch  rope,  120 
fathoms  each  in  length,  all  tanned  by  cutch  and  tarred. 
The  herrings  off  Shetland  being  large,  the  mesh  of 
the  net  is  thirty  rows  to  the  yard,  the  row  being 
half  a  mesh  ;  Aberdeen  (thirty- two),  55  yards  long, 
18  score  mesh  broad.  Made  of  light  cotton.  Size 
No.  40,  nines.  Just  as  thick  again  as  strong  thread, 
a  few  meshes  of  thick  cotton  being  passed  round 
the  edges  of  the  net.  A  line  is  attached  to  the  net 
on  both  sides  which  brings  the  55  yards  net 
to  24  fathoms.  To  these  lines  short  pieces  of 
Manilla  line,  "  ossels,"  with  loops,  are  attached 
to  bend  them  on.  At  the  ends  two  lines  are 
attached,  one  laid  up,  right-handed,  the  other 
left-handed  to  prevent  twisting  up.  The  top  of  tlie 
net  is  made  fast  to  17fms.  of  mch  rope,  and  carries 
the  corks  to  float  it,  the  bottom  lOpe  is  18fms. 
long.  They  are  all  tanned  with  cutch  and  require 
frequent  drying.  Buoys  have  a  2fm.  line  attached 
to  take  the  weight  of  the  herrings.  These  nets  are 
laid  out  in  the  hold  with  a  buoy  between  each  net, 
and  a  stopper  handy,  to  the  number  of  sixty 
nets,  which  constitute  a  fleet  of  nets.  They  are 
shot  thus  : — The  boat  being  kept  before  the  wind 
at  moderate  speed  the  nets  are  successively 
attached  to  the  big  messenger  by  stjppers — 
all  in  order  of  turn — the  lower  rope  of  the 
net  is  put  over  the  side  by  one  hand,  the  first  buoy 
fixed  to  the  upper  or  cork,  rope  is  thrown  out  as 
it  comes.  The  others  "shot"  in  succession  as  the 
nets  "  seek  "  overboard  to  the  last  end  of  the  mes- 
senger a  long  rope  is  attached,  the  lights  are  put 
up,  and  the  boat  allowed  to  ride  to  the  nets.  When 
herring  are  found  on  the  nets,  or  from  nearing  other 
craft,  the  messenger  is  taken  to  the  steam  capstan, 
and  a  three  or  four  hours'  job  ensues ;  as  each  net 
comes  in  the  stopper  attachment  to  the  messenger  is 
loosed,  and,  as  the  net  is  gathered  in,  the  fish  are 
shaken  out  into  the  hold.  Nets  being  hauled,  the 
foremast  is  again  put  up  by  the  steam  capstan, 
sails  set,  course  shaped  for  harbour,  decks  washed 
down,  then  a  sfiell  for  a  good  "  Caller  Herrin'  "  and 
a  smoke.  Then  nets  set  up  on  deck,  herrings  left 
in  them  being  taken  out,  and  away  into  port.  The 
messenger  ropes  are  estimated  to  cost  £6  to  £10 
a  coil;  nets,  ready  for  sea,  £2  10s.;  buoys,  5s.; 
and  stoppers  Is.  each;  and  as  Skipper  John 
Wilson  adds  to  the  foot  of  his  paper — Amen. 
The  paper  was  very  cordially  received,  and  gave  rise 
to  much  comment  and  discussion.  Much  discussion 
on  fishing  at  Easter  followed.  There  will  be  a 
meeting  on  the  19th,  but  not  in  Bank  Holiday  week 
on  the  26th.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  John  Warne  presided. 
Fishing  reports  were  not  numerous,  the  only 
notable  success  achieved  being  that  of  Mr.  F.  E. 
Martinez,  who,- fishing  in  Ireland,  had  taken  a  fine 
trout  of  91b.  Several  additions  were  made  to  the 
society's  albums  by  Messrs.  Parker  and  Isaacs,  who 


were  duly  thanked.  An  additional  attraction  of 
the  meeting  was  the  many  fine  cases  of  fish,  etc., 
lent  by  members  for  the  forthcoming  Earl's  Court 
Naval  and  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  which  were  on 
view.  The  committee  having  arranged  that  the 
meeting  of  this  date  should  be  the  occasion  of  a 
"musical  evening,"  a  capital  programme  of  choice 
phonographic  music  (vocal  and  instrumental)  was 
brilliantly  carried  out  by  Mr.  W.  Begernie,  who 
received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  the  very 
successful  result  achieved.  It  was  announced  that 
tickets  for  those  members  who  had  handed  in  their 
names  as  subscribers  to  the  special  trout-fishing 
arrangements  would  be  ready  for  issue  before  the 
end  of  the  month. — HpN.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  GiU  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  Tuesday  last.  The  large  amount  of 
pressing  business  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone 
the  further  discussion  on  "  Fishing  Gut."  This 
matter,  therefore,  stands  adjourned  to  next  Tuesday. 
Fishing  reports  were  of  a  very  meagre  character, 
doubtless  the  snows  of  April  7  and  8  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  this,  for  very  little  sport  was 
obtained  at  Chesham..  On  April  7  over  seventy 
trout,  of  which  fifty  were  well  over  12in.  in  length, 
were  placed  in  the  Chess,  and  should  provide  good 
sport  in  the  near  future.  There  will  be  a  special 
committee  meeting  on  April  18  at  7.0  prompt.  A 
member  will  be  in  attendance  on  April  15  to  give 
instruction  in  fly  casting.  There  is  no  worm  fishing 
on  the  society's  Chess  fishery.  It  was  the  trout 
fishing  season,  not  the  worm  season  that  opened  on 
Ap;il  1. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
An  interesting  meeting  on  April  12  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Jagels.  Their  "most  unique  angling 
experiences  "  were  related  by  the  members  present, 
and  resulted  in  a  collection  of  experiences  that  in 
any  but  an  angling  gathering  would  have  laid  the 
narrators  under  suspicion.  Unique  catches  ranged 
from  swift  and  swallows  to  frogs  and  newts,  and 
the  extraordinary  incidents  were  too  numerous  to 
mention.  No  reports  of  successful  trout  fishing 
have  been  submitted.  The  annual  general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  April  19. — G.  W. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
April  10,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  in  the  chair.  The 
report  stated  that  capital  sport  was  obtoined  in 
fresh  water  fishing,  and  several  exceptionally  good 
bags  were  weighed  in  during  the  past  summer. 
The  silver  challenge  cup,  presented  by  the  presi- 
dent, was  won  for  the  season  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Bradford 
with  a  roach  of  1  lb.  lOoz.  3|drs.  The  autumn 
salt-water  fishing  was,  however,  very  disappointing, 
and  the  whiting  matches  arranged  had  to  be 
abandoned  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  those  fish.  A 
salt-water  all-in  match  was  arranged  instead,  and 
produced  a  good  entry.  Five  coarse  fishing  matches 
and  one  pike  match  were  held  in  the  fresh  water. 
The  accounts  show  a  satisfactory  balance  in  hand. 
The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  subsequently 
adopted.  General  regret  was  expressed  at  the 
serious  illness  of  Captain  Wing,  and  a  vote  of 
sympathy  and  thanks  for  the  great  interest  he  has 
shown  in  the  society  was  unanimously  passed. 
Tiie  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year : — Chairman,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins ;  hon.  clerk 
of  the  scales,  Mr.  J.  Burkitt ;  hon.  auditors,  Messrs. 
C.  F.  Bradford  and  H.  Everson ;  hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate ;  committee,  Messrs. 
G.  R.  Chilver,  T.  A.  F.  Crisp,  O.  Hasell,  H.  C. 
Hudson,  Wm.  King,  and  H.  E.  Leach. — H.  C. 
Westgate. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  on 
Monday  evening,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  presided 
over  the  customary  meeting.  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Shering- 
ham  narrated  his  experiences  on  two  rivers — the 
Coin  at  Fairford  and  the  Colne  by  Uxbridge.  On 
one  day  he  killed  two  and  a  half  brace  of  sizeable 
trout  on  the  Gloucestershire  stream,  and  witnessed 
the  biggest  April  rise  of  medium  olives  he  had  ever 
observed.  On  the  river  spelled  with  a  final  "e," 
he  was  unsuccessful  in  getting  trout.  Mr.  Shering- 
ham  very  kindly  presented  to  the  library  a  copy  of 
his  latest  delightful  book,  entitled,  "  An  Angler's 
Hours,"  upon  which  such  high  commendation  has 
been  bestowed  by  Press  reviewers.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  donor  for  the  welcome 
addition  he  had  made  to  the  society's  collection  of 
angling  works.  The  question  of  a  second  house 
dinner  was  under  consideration.  Among  the  sub- 
jects mentioned  as  suitable  for  postprandial  dis- 
cussion was  the  question  of  the  shortage  of  water 
in  our  rivers — the  reason  and  remedy  for  it ;  this 
seemed  to  be  specially  favoured ;  the  matter  will  be 
definitely  settled  in  good  time.  Trout  fishing  com- 
mences on  the  Lambourn  to-day  (Saturday),  and 
the  Grannom  is  due  to  be  up. — Hon.  Sec. 
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Pfovlflelal  flfigUng  jlotes 

Fr^day  fall^ng  on  April  21.    Alf  cornmunications 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  trout 
fishing,  and  very  httle  has  been  done^  Owinj  to 
the  rain  the  Severn  is  out  of  order.  The  Teme 
appears  to  be  in  better  condition,  as  some  few  tro"t 
were  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week  wTh  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm.  The  fly  has  not  so  far 
been  very  successful,  but  there  is  plenty  oTtime  for 

reoorted    o  XT^'  ^^V'"^'  Trout  are 

reported  to  be  in  good  condition  in  the  Blythe 

f?^^  U        ^*^„^eld  at  the  headquarters 
.  ^''^'^  ^""^^        ^^"^^^  societies  wer^ 
allowed  to  remove  their  clubs  to  more  suitable 

2^TT-r7^^  -^"g^^g  Society,  Harbome 

and  the  Clarendon  Arms  Society,  held  in  Claren' 
don-street.  Aston  were  allowed  to  complete  their 
affihat^n  with  the  Association.  •  Four  member^ 

^?°'^'y  ^^'^  strongly  admon! 
ished  by  the  president  for  misconduct  at  Kingsburv 
railway  station  on  March  12.    The  White  Swin 
Piscatorial  Society  seem  to  be  makfng  rapM  head 
way.    The  secretary  reported  that  he^haS5  £42 

had"a'hr*'''°°®'f^  ^°  clubs.  and^that  Se 
iiad  a  ba  ance   m   hand   of   £18  to  the  credit 

names' of'fif:*^--  ^*  ''''  ^'^'^^^  meeting  the 
names  of  fifty-six  new  members  were  placed  before 
the  meeting  and  accepted,  bringing  the  totel 
number  of  members  up  to  250.  The  subscrio 
tion  to  this  club  is  five  shiUings  per  annZ" 
On  May  10  next  a  special  concert  win  be  held^t 
Mr  wl\  benefit  Ti 

5%^'-^  *he  oldest  members 

be  undS.^'th'"''^  ^'"^  The  concert  wOl 

be  under  the  patronage  of  the  members  of  the 
Birmmgham  Angling  Association.     A  strong  pro 
faTn^h  been  arranged,  and  the  chair^uf  be 

taken  by  several  mfluential  members  of  the  society 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  weather^whatbad  language  is  it  not  respon- 
sible for  !^no  sooner  du  we  get  a  little  hope  revived 
m  us,  than  down  comes  snow  or  other  climatic  item 
out  of  season.  J  ast  week  the  usual  reports  were 
most  unreliable,  for  example,  a  wire  on  the  Thurs- 
day for  the  guidance  of  club  members,  was  most 
misleadmg.  for  on  Friday  a  blinding  snowstorm  and 
blizzard  had  succeeded  to  genial  spring  weather 
*  ewer  preparations  ate  in  store  than  ever  for  getting 
away  at  Easter  and  it  just  possible  at  the  last 
minute  that  tackle  dealers  will  be  driven  mad  with 
anglers  go  short,  it  will  serve  them 
right  for  their  neglect. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  very  little  doing  for  over  a  week, 
ihe  fact  is  the  weather  has  been  most  unfavourable 
and  has  virtually  prevented  the  pursuit  of  trout 
tishmg.    True,  a  few  brace  have  been  creeled  on  the 
open  parts  of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet,  but 
nothmg  like    the    quantity  had   conditions  been 
of    a    genial  character.     The  fish,  notably  the 
Loch  Levens„are  rapidly  thickening  out.  So  far  as  the 
irent  is  concerned,  it  has  been  up  and  down  almost 
daily,    pn  April  8,  as  a  consequence  of  rain  and 
even  snow,   the  water  was  the  colour   of  road 
sweepings.    Two  days  later  there  was  an  improve- 
ment, and  at  the  period  of  writing  nrospeots  were 
certainly  more  encouraging.    The  season  opened  at 
Shardlowon  April  1,  but  as  yet  none  of  the  sub- 
scribers have  wetted  a  line.    The  limit  is  a  brace 
per  day,  sufficient  m  order  to  encourage  the  develop- 
ments.   Hundreds  have  been  turned  in,  and  the 
waters  are  highly  suitable  for  the  retention  of  the 
!k  ^      ^  °^        contmue  to  ascend,  and  when 

the  ordinary  season  comes  round  anglers  ought  to 
enjoy  ample  sport.  Salmon  have  shown  occasionallv 
on  some  of  the  upper  sections,  but  no  enthusiast 
seems  so  far  to  have  tried  for  the  fish 


of  the  big  sea- trout  so  far,  and  peal  have  not  shown 
up  yet  in  anything  like  big  numbers.  Sea  fishine 
has  afforded  good  sport  with  pollack  and  mackerel 
comT'     ^        principally  along  the  south-weatera 

North  of  Ireland. 
Since  the  weather  improved  a  general  improve- 
ment m  sport  18  reported  from  various  rivers.  The 
Faughan  opened  on  April  1,  and  the  Hoe  also;  but 
80  acfverae  was  the  weather  that  very  few  anglers 
were  out  TWs  week  trout  rose  much  better!  Th" 
Bush  ,s  heavily  stocked  with  salmon,  particularly 
the  lower  pools,  but  they  continue  a  bft  sulky.  A 
tL  cZ"  ""Tr.^^^  '^^'^  *°  *be  upper  wate.^ 
on  A^^fT^  ^J""^  Owentocker,  co.  Donegal,  opened 
on  Apnl  1,  and  are  now  in  good  order;  but  as  a 

eSofTh"""  "^Tk  ""f  "^''''^  best  till  nearer  the 
end  of  the  month.  Sea-trout  are  on  the  run  One 
gentleman  had  thirty-six  sea-trout.  23ilb..  in  four 
days  and  Mr  Early,  on  April  8,  got  twei;e.  7  jTb 
For  the  first  time  in  the  recorded  history  of  the 
Rosses,  sea- trout  have  been  killed  in  March  and 
Captain  Johnston  killed  four 
S^H^fl  the  Dungloe,  and  Mr.  Cherry 

cree  ed  five.  They  are  also  showing  up  well  in  the 
Grolly  About  50,000  sea-trout  fry  have  just  been 
turned  mto  the  waters  about  here  from  the  hatcheTy^ 
South  of  Ireland. 
All  over  the  province  the  rivers  are  falling  into 
fheln? I'f'^V'        *«-P^-t"e  has  ri^nl  bft! 

sJon  h^^in  f  [r'^  'P"'*^  °°  «*'-«ams  should 

soon  De  m  full  swing. 


thI'^^=7^*''^^''        ""'■^  on  April  11 

the  first  genial  shower  fell,  after  a  fortnieht  nf 
bitter  wmd,  hail,  and  frost  lortnight  of 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  all  in  grand  condition 

duri"rth^""  ffr^^l^'  ^°  top  Btretchesrwhere: 
aunug  the  past  week,  a  few  small  trout  have 
^een  taken,  but  no  fish  of  more  thanT  pound 

w  'tirs  f^om  B  "T^"  J^P^^*^^^"     ^h'  Tower 

waters  trom  Hull  Bridge  down  to  Dunswell  aro 
also  m  nice  order,  and  a  few  fish  on  th^  mote 
Several  nice  flounders  in  good  condition  have 
also  been  taken  in  these  lower  waters.  The  Driffield 

and  wnr'"  minnow  of  fly 

and  worm-fishermen  have  secured  two  or  three 
decent  fish.    The  Driffield  streams  are  leportedT 

that  It  the  weather  proves  favourable  on  the  open 
mg  day,  sport  should  be  good.  Odd  nice  fisK^ 
reported  frorn  the  Cave  Stream,  and  a?so  from  the 
streams  which  empty  into  the  river  Humber  on  the 
Lmcolnshire  side.  A  few  codling  are  still  to 
found  in  the  Humber  at  Paull  and  KUHngtolme. 

FROM  THE  LAKE -DISTRICT. 

The  weather  here  turned  bitterly  cold  towards 

ieavv  flll'°?  °'         "1^^  ci^minatedTn  a 

heavy  fau  of  snow  on  Thursday  night  (April  6) 

or^fiir'^^"^!?,  '"'^  lowlands  to  fhe  de^th  o 
5in.  or  6in.  Needless  to  add,  this  wiU  put  the 
fishmg  back  on  Windermere  for  some  little  tiSe  let 
the  weather  be  as  favourable  as  it  may -  and  if 
trout  get  over  it  and  into  condition  again  bv  the 
twae  the  Easter  hohdays  are  upon  us,  fhey  wfll  do 
well.  At  all  events,  it  is  not  worth  whuJ  Tnyone 
traveUing  any  distance  just  at  present  to  fish  ?he 
f^\^^^,^^'^g  next  to  nothing,  and  will  have 

not  L  /ff«^f  H  T'^'  ^g^^-  The  streams  win 
not  be  affected  much,  as  the  snow  has  practicallv 
gone  I  might  say  that  on  Friday  (AprU  7rwhen 
all  the  rivers  must  have  been  ha  f  snow  'bToth 
trout  rose  very  freely  about  midday  in  the  Kent 
I.took  a  baker's  dozen  in  half  an  hour,  but  had  to 
give  It  up.  the  cold  was  so  intense. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  a  strong,  cold  wind  has  been  blowine 
we  have  had  several  nice  days  for  angling,  and  a 
few  anglers  were  on  the  warpath  after  the  speckled 
ones  ;  but  sport  was  anything  but  good.  The  rivers 
are  high  but  have  fined  down  nicely ;  a  lot  of  rn^ 
fell  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and"^  possibly  may 
produce  a  little  coloration,  and  affect  the  flv  fisher- 
man s  sport    But  the  water  wiU  be  in  good  condition 
for  bottona  fishing,  and,  with  more  genial  weather 
sport  should  be  fairly  good.  The  brooks  are  in  capS 
trim  and  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  were  captured 
with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm  for  bait,  and 
Messrs.  Harrison  and  Hill  had  some  pounders 
among  their  catches.     The  Arboretum  and  two 
other  clubs  have  succeeded  in  renting  fresh  water 
for  their  members,  and  all  the  clubs  appear  to  be  in 
a  flourishing  state.    Salmon  fishing  has  improved 
this  week  and  some  very  fine  fish  have  been  netted 
one--the  finest  taken  this  season— was  exhibited  on 
Mr.  Hunt's  stan,  in  High-street,  and  weighed  SSlb 
Several  others  were  over  201b. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  week-end  was  simply  ruined  by  the  weather 
a  good  few  rods  intended  getting  away,  but  at  the 
la^t  mmute  altered  their  minds^  So  far  AprU  £s 
been  a  caution,  and  a  snowfaU  of  three  £ches  on 
April  6  IS  not  our  usual  experience.  Several  oTour 
rods  at  Langley.  to  open  the  season,  were  dk 
appomted.  the  catches  being  next  to  blanks  The 
Prestwich  district  was  a  centre  of  interest  lasi  week 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  type  of  weather  remains  unfavourable  for 
angling  and  the  state  of  the  waters,  owing  to  a 
renewal  of  snow  broth,  has  further  retarded  sport 
Sprmg  trout  fishing  has  yielded  very  poor  re?uUs 
the  wily  fish  refusing  the  most  tempting  of  ba  ts 
Worming  has  been  resorted  to  in  many  guar te  s 
and  patience  and  perseverance  were  occasiona  ly 

ed  t'o'^fhiJ^  tu7  "'^■'^  -ho  were 

^If \        1*^**  'P''"'8  a'-e  easy  to  catch 

must  have  been  rudely  disappointed  in  the^r 
empty  creels.    The  fish  wiU  not  rise,  and  rodmen 

C  aHli  %!fP'""  Thedear'th  of  natura" 

nies  at  this  season  is  very  noticeable  along  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  There  are,  however,  encourlar^^ 
signs  of  renewed  aquatic  hfe,  whilst  the  fish  seem 
fnlW°'P'r'°«  appearance  almost  daily  Th^ 
follow  ng  lures  ought  to  prove  effectual,  if  it  is 
possible  to  draw  the  trou^  under  existing  cond 
tions:-Tai  Fly:  Partridge  and  Orange  First 
Dropper  :  Waterhen  Bloa.  Second  Dropper  :  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple.    Third  Dropper  :  sJpe  Bloa. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  against  angling 
smce  last  notes,  and  sport  at  the  majo^rity  of^fS 
Le  ^^'^  "P  '°  ^'^ti^Pation.    Matters,  however! 

n^^H^P  '''"^/^  '■^g^^'^^  both  weather  and  water 
conditions,  and  the  outlook  is  much  improved  on 
all  the  prmcipal  salmon  waters,  where  sprhig  salmon 
are  accounted  numerous.    Very  little  has  b%n  Teen 


Aprfn  /nH  t^l^Huntly  Deveron  water  opened  on 
April  1,  and  a  fairly  good  beginning  was  made  but 
an  too  soon  cut  short  by  the  biting  blast. 

Salmon  are  stin  very  scarce  off  aU  east  coast 
stations.  The  prices  have  fallen  a  bit,  buTmore  on 
account  of  the  glut  of  white  fish  than  otherwise 

The  Aberdeen  AngHng  Association,  which  wks 
formed  some  sixteen  years  ago  for  fight  ng  purpo^T 
met  the  other  night  and  decided  to  wind  u^pTh^ 
rocTc^ariSr  between^': 

r«J«nH'^^^'"'^^^°.^''°"*  Association,  which 

recently  came  mto  existence,  has  the  aim  in  Jew  of 
providing  anglmg  waters  for  its  memoers,  ardliL 
already  seemed  one  or  two  reaches  U  isddi^ 
remarkably  well.  ""lones.    it  is  doing 

A  good  few  eariy  grilse  have  been  got  chieflv  in 
the  sea-nets,  but  with  the  slump  i/ the  saSon 
supply  they  have  gone  off.  too.  However  tW  ^ 
plenty  of  time  for  them  yet.  '  ^ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing  have  been  the  most  successful 
anglers  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee.  They  K 
the  Park  waters  for  the  spring.  ^ 

Finnock  and  sea-trout  anglers  on  the  Dee.  Don 
and  mostly  elsewhere  (except  the  Ytha«)  are 
lamenting  their  hard  luck.  Very  fe«^  have  creeLd 
more  than  half  a  dozen  at  any  one  tide 

The  Aberdeen  rock  fishers  are  now  makintr  „nr,A 
baskets  for  the  first  time  this  season  Aprd  u^sually 
fashes  wen.  but  May  and  June  are  about  the  best 
months-cod  of  61b.  are  fairly  common. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  SIDE-SLIP  DANGER. 

at^/7''v°'^"'"^^  °^  Cyclists'  Touring  Club  met 
at  47  Victoria-street.  Westminster,  recently  when 
they  learned  that  nearly  sixty  devices  hal;  T,een 
entered  for  competition  for  the  wle  mnLf 
pnzes  offered  for  LatisfactoryTolutiof of  thr=id7 
slipping  problem,  while  at  leaft  an  eZl  number  of 
inventors  have  put  forward  their  theories  without 
ab  vM^''*?""^--  themselves  wiU  prob 

ably  take  place  m  the  neighbourhood  of  London 
during  Whit-week    upon   Ltural    and  artiS 

ITl^Tnt'ZT'^  '''' 
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ANGLING  CLUB  FIXTURES  ON  LOCH 
LEVEN  FOR  1905. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  109  angling  club  compe- 
titions to  be  held  on  Loch  Leven  during  the  season, 
being  an  increase  of  five  over  last  year. 

April  19  Perth 

„    22  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 


May 


June 


22  Pollokshields 
24  Fifeshire 

24  Pollokshields 

25  Wanderers 
25  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 
27  Midlothian 

1  Dunfermline 

2  St.  Mungo 

3  Waverley 

4  Kinross 

5  Coatbridge 

6  Walton  (Edin- 

burgh) 
6  St.  Andrew 

9  Clackmannan 

10  Dundee  West- 

end 

11  Kelvinside  Aca; 

demical 

12  Uddingston 

Waltonians 

13  Dundee 

15  Wellshot 

16  Falkirk 

16  Perthshire  | 

17  Stirling 

17  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 

18  Midlothian 

19  Cockburn 

20  Bohemian 
20  Pollokshields 

24  Perth 

25  Western 

25  Leith  Fly  Fish- 

ing Assoc. 

26  Western 

27  Saturday  Ang- 

ling Club 
27  Both  well  and 

Blantyre 
29  Clydesdale 

(Glasgow) 

29  Amateur  (Edin- 

burgh) 

30  Rowbank 
30  Wanderers 

1  Kinross 

2  United  Edin- 

burgh Clubs 

3  St.  Andrew 

7  NATIONAL 

8  Clackmannan 

9  St.  Mungo 

10  Bohemian 
12  Fifeshire 

12  N'thumberland 

13  Waverley 

13  N'thumberland 

14  Dundee  West- 

end 

15  West  of  Scot- 

land 

15  Buckland 

16  West  of  Scot- 

land 

16  Buckland 

17  Dundee 


June  19  KelfcyandBlair- 
adam 
„     19  Stirling  . 
„    20  Cockburn 
„    20  Perthshire 
,,    21  Dunfermline 
„    22  Pollokshields 
,,    22  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 
„    23  Falkirk 
„    24  Saturday  Ang- 
ling Club 
„    27  St.  Mirin 
„    28  Edinburgh  So- 
cial  Club  V. 
Glasgow  So- 
cial Club 
July     1  Walton  (Edin- 
burgh) 
,,       5  Wanderers 
„      11  Clackmannan 
12  Stirling 
12  Dundee  West- 
end 

„      19  Dunfermline 
,,     26  Kinross 
,,     27  Breadalbane 
(Edinburgh) 
Aug.     2  Cupar  Eden 
Angling  Club 
„       3  St.  Mungo 
„       4  United  Glasgow 
Clubs 

„       5  Leith  Fly  Fish- 
ing Assoc. 
„       7  Fifeshire 
,,       8  N'thumberland 
„       9  Dundee  West- 
end 
10  Clydesdale 

(Glasgow) 
10  Pollokshields 
„      11  Wellshot 

12  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 
„     12  Uddingston 

Waltonians 
„      15  St.  Andrew 
„      15  Perthshiie 

16  Stirling 
„      17  Coatbridge 
,,      17  Clackmannan 
,,      18  Coatbridge 
„      18  Rowbank 
,,      19  Dundee 
„     21  Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 
,,     22  Western 
„     22  Falkirk 
,,     23  Western 
„     24  West  of 

land 
„     25  Ditto 
,,     25  Wanderers 
„     26  Bothwell 

Blantyre 
„  28  St.  Mungo 
„     29  Waveiley 

30  Dunfermline 
,,     31  Kinross 
Sept.    1  Patron's  Prize 
,,       2  Championship 


Scot 


and 


"  Seething  giveth  '  hissing '  and  boiling  a  bubbling 
sound." — Bacon. 

A  GLANCE  at  page  267  will  give  anglers  and  their 
friends  some  idea  of  what  the  various  railway  com- 
panies are  doing  in  the  way  of  facilitatina;  the 
departure  from  London  of  those  able  to  take  this, 
the  first,  holiday  of  the  year  1905.  If  coarse 
fishing  is  "off"  the  trout  (as  a  celebrated  Thames 
fisherman  remarked)  is  "  hon."  Then,  again,  salmon 
may  be  angled  for;  also  sea-fish.  Those  who  do  not 
intend  to  go  fishing  at  Easter  will,  at  any  rate 
(weather  permitting),  enjoy  the  fresh  air. 


The  trout  fishing  in  Blagdon  reservoir  will  be 
opened  on  April  22.  Copies  of  the  rules  are  issued 
on  application  at  the  Waterworks  Office,  Telephone 
Avenue. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week,  Mr.  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society, 
writes: — "The  trout  season  opened  well  at  the 
society's  fly  trout  lake,  Horsted  Keynes,  some  good 
takes  being  recorded  by  all  members  fishing  on 
Apiil  1  (this  lake  has  been  recently  well  restocked 
with  sizeable  fish),  the  most  successful  flies  being 
Heckham  Peckham  and  Teal  and  Green,  and  a 
successful  season  is  anticipated  on  this  beautiful 
stretch  of  water." 


Judging  from  the  little  book  to  hand,  the  mem- 
bership of  that  flourishing  sea  angling  association 
(Heme  Bay)  is  perceptibly  increasing.  The  rules, 
dates  of  matches,  bye-laws  relating  to  the  hire  of 
boats,  and  official  boatmen,  sizes  of  fish  to  be 
retained,  etc.,  are  all  admirably  set  forth.  The 
untiring  se.cretary  is  Mr,  Joseph  Gripper,  Station- 
road,  Heme  Bay,  who  will  gladly  send  information 
to  intending  members. 


The  announcement  was  made  last  week  that  the 
Ariel "  Vocal  Quartette  (Messrs.  Cribb,  Langton, 
Ward,  and  Haddon)  would  give  their  Annual 
Bohemian  Concert  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  on 
Monday  evening,  April  10.  They  did  so  !  In  spite 
of  the  very  unpropitious  weather  (April  is  always 
capricious)  the  large  hall  was  full ;  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  choicest ;  the  enthusiasm  of  the  vast 
audience  (amongst  whom  were  very  many  anglers  and 
their  friends)  unbounded.  Without  a  doubt  the 
word  "Success"  was  writ  large  on  the  occasion  of 
this  Annual  "Ariel"  Bohemian  Concert. 


"  When  I  was  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,"  said  Surgeon-General  Rixey,  of  the 
navy,  "  there  used  to  be  an  old  man  named  Tom 
Crabbe  who  cleaned  my  boots  and  ran  my  errands. 
Tom,  one  morning,  came  into  my  room  in  an 
excited  and  gay  mood.  '  My  daughter,  sir,'  he 
said,  '  has  a  little  baby.  A  fine  child.  Twelve 
pounds  in  weight.'  '  When  was  it  born  ? '  said  I. 
'  This  morning,'  answered  Tom.  'Is  it  a  boy  or  a 
girl?'  '  Do  you  know,  sir,'  he  said,  '  I  forgot,  in 
the  excitement,  to  find  out  whether  I  was  a  grand- 
father or  a  grandmother  ! '  " 

***** 

"This  reminds  me"  of  a  friend  who  had  been 
married  sixteen  years  and  deplored  the  fact  of  his 
not  having  been  "  blessed  "  with  a  son  or  daughter. 
A  message  arrived  at  his  office  "  Congratulations  ! 
A  splendid  child."  He  quickly  communicated  the 
good  news  to  a  friend,  who  asked  him  whether  it 
was  a  boy.  "No."  "A  girl?"  "  Yes;  who  told 
you  ?  " 


A  MOST  curious  coincidence  is  reported  from  Deal. 
On  Tuesday,  April  11,  Mr.  Jackson,  fishing  with 
William  Wratten,  took  103  pouting  and  12  codling. 
On  the  following  day  the  same  gentleman,  out  with 
the  same  boatman,  made  an  identical  catch--103 
pouting  and  12  codling.  Such  a  thing  is  not  likely 
to  happen  again  in  a  tnousand  years. 


'  Immenseikoff.' 


Fake  you  a  double-barrelled  name. 
And  you  shall  scarcely  feel  the  same 
As  when  you  were  contented  with 
Your  proper  patronym — say.  Smith. 

Compound  addition  is  required 

To  constitute  the  state  desired. 

And  you  "Smyth-Smith"  before  all  men] 

Shall  pose  as  of  the  Upper  Ten. 

And  most  majestic  you  shall  walk. 
And  high-faluting  be  your  talk. 
And  with  two  fingers  you  shall  greet 
Your  former  fellows  in  the  street. 

And  when  from  out  the  world  of  toil 

You  shuffle  off  this  mortal  coU, 

It  very  likely  shall  be  said 

"  That  silly  old  ass  Smith  is  dead  !  " 

— GOOSESTEP. 


On  Monday  evening  next,  with  the  Mayor  of  the 
town  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  will  deliver 
before  the  Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society  his 
interesting  illustrated  lantern  lecture,  "  With  Creel 
and  Camera,"  which  was  so  much  appreciated  by 
the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  Many  new  lantern 
slides  have  been  added  to  the  original  set,  and  the 
evening  should  be  most  enjoyable  and  instructive. 
I  wish  I  could  find  time  to  be  present. 


Couldn't  Find  a  Rhyme. 

"  Fain  would  I  write  a  poem  on  the  delights  of 
fishing ;  but,  ah,  me  !  I  cannot  find  a  word  to  rhyme 
with  'angleworm,'  "  sighed  Pisistiatus,  as  he  gazed 
thoughtfully  into  the  dark,  sullen  waters.  "  But 
why  must  you  put  that  word  at  the  end  of  a  line  ?  " 
queried  Eucalyptus.  "  Because  an  angleworm  is 
always  at  the  end  of  a  line,"  said  Pisistratus. 


Mb.  Balfour  once  ran  across  a  little  girl  acquaint- 
ance who  was  fishing,  and  who  had  no  bait  on  her 
hook.  "  You  can't  catch  fish  without  bait,"  said 
the  statesman.  "  But  I  don't  like  to  put  the  bait 
on  the  hook,"  answered  the  little  girl,  deprecatingly 
"  the  worms  wriggle  so.  They  won't  keep  still 
while  I  put  them  on.  If  you'll  put  the  bait  on 
for  me,  1 11  let  you  have  the  fish,  Mr.  Balfour,  if  I 
catch  one."  "Ha!  ha!"  laughed  the  statesman; 
"  this  isn't  the  first  time  I'v»  met  with  such  a  pro- 
position.   Give  me  your  hook,  little  polrtician." 


The  Pleasures  of  Angling. 

This  is  the  spot,  where  the  shadows  cool 
Blacken  the  depths  of  the  swirling  pool. 
And  the  forest  resounds  with  the  laughing  call  , 
Of  the  silver  tongue  of  the  mimic  fall. 
Just  where  a  great  big  trout  would  lie. 
On  with  the  best-dressed,  deadliest  fly- 
So.  so;  now  for  a  lucky  cast — 
Confound  that  branch,  I'm  fast ! 

Ha!  saw  you  not  that  lightning  gleam 
Where  yon  moth  but  kissed  the  treacherous  stream? 
Match  me  swiftly  the  fluttering  game- 
Beware  the  branch  !    Ah  I  try  again. 
Hum !  that's  strange.    Try  farther  down  ; 
I'll  have  him  this  time,  I'll  lay  a  crown. 
Missed  him  ! — you  know  there's  many  a  slip — 
Great  Scott !  there  goes  the  tip  ! 
Never  mind,  there's  another  inside  the  butt. 
Now,  drop  lightly  the  dainty  gut 
Just  where  that  snowy  mass  of  foam 
Swings  in  behind  yon  mossy  stone. 
Hurrah  !  I  have  him  !    Careful,  now — 
Egad,  old  chap,  you're  mine,  I  vow. 
Just  as  sure  as  though  book  of  fate 
Already  held  your  length  and  weight. 

Avaunt  I  ye  praters  of  city  life. 
With  your  sickening  toil  and  ceaseless  strife. 
And  your  doubtful  pleasures  that  never  dare 
To  match  this  fight  in  the  healthful  air — 
This  grand  set-to  in  the  rapid's  froth. 

And  the  triumph  of  landing  Oh!  'he's  off! 

— H.  G.  I. 


There  are  many  stories  of  the  wine  taster ;  but 
here  is  another.  The  usual  bet  had  been  made  that 
a  certain  man  with  a  wonderful  palate  would  identify 
twenty-five  different  sorts  of  wine  by  tasting  them, 
one  alter  anotlier,  with  his  eyes  shut.  Up  to  the 
twenty-fouitli  he  mentioned  each  one  correctly. 
Being  puzzled  wliat  to  give  him  for  the  twenty-fiftn, 
his  judges  were  driven  to  give  him  water.  He  turned 
it  over  and  over  with  his  tongue,  asked  for  a  second 
mouthful,  considered  it  with  a  perplexed  expression, 
at  last  had  an  inspiration.  "Of  course,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "it's  the  stuff — I  don't  know  what  it's 
called — it's  the  stuff  you  clean  your  teeth  with," 


The  following  is  culled  from  the  Star : — "  Mr. 
Heufler,  a  shoemaker  of  Strasburg,  has  just  covered 
himself  with  glory,  and,  what  is  even  more  satis- 
factory to  him-elt,  has  been  awarded  a  gold  medal 
by  the  '  Delicatessen '  merchants  of  the  city  where 
the  foie  gras  comes  from.  The  'Delicatessen' 
merchants  in  question,  being  sharp  men  of  business, 
sought  about  them  for  a  cheap  means  of  advertising 
their  wares,  and  decided  to  hold  an  eating  competi- 
tion. Many  were  the  entries,  and  vast  the  quantity 
of  '  Delicatessen  '  which  was  devoured  by  the  insati- 
able competitors.  But  Mr.  Heufler  was  an  easy  first. 
The  amount  eaten  was  easily  settled  beyond  any 
possibility  of  disagreement.  Mr.  Heufler  consumed 
no  less  tiian  60ft.  of  sausage  at  the  single  sitting  to 
which  the  contest  was  confined.  To  wash  it  down 
he  employed  four  gallons  of  beer.  And  he  is  still 
alive." 

The  following  may  or  may  not  be  so  "dusty," 
but  here  it  is  fr  im  Scraps  : — "  The  dust  blows  out 
of  the  Missouri  River,  asserts  an  American  humoiist. 
It  is  the  only  river  in  the  world  where  tlie  dust 
blows  in  one  great  column  out  of  the  river  bed. 
The  catfish  come  up  to  the  surface  to  sneeze.  The 
Missouri  river  is  composed  of  six  parts  sand  and 
mud  and  four  parts  water.  The  natural  colour  of 
the  water  is  seal  brown ;  but  when  it  rains  for  two 
or  three  days,  and  the  river  gets  pretty  wet,  it 
changes  to  a'dark  iron  grey.  A  long  rain  will  make 
this  river  so  thin  that  it  can  easily  be  poured  from 
one  vessel  to  another  like  a  cocktail.  When  it  is 
ordinarily  dry,  however,  it  has  to  be  stirred  with  a 
stick  before  you  can  pour  it  out  of  anything." 
I  Poor  Miss  Souri !]  Dragnet, 
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"  CyCUST's  COMPANIOIf  :  ROAD  GuiDE  TO  BbiSTOL 

AND  District. 
In  olden  days  Bristol  was  known  as  the  "  Pleasant 
Place."  No  wonder  that  Prince  Rupert  took  it  and 
would  liked  to  have  kept  it,  and  that  Oliver  Crom- 
well took  it  from  him.  The  wonder  to-day  is  that 
Bristol  is  not  besieged  by  the  anglers  of  England  in 


a  body,  if  what  we  see  in  Hemmons'  Guide  be 
true.  Here  are  a  few  only  of  the  good  things  set 
forth :  Trout  licence  :for  the  season,  2s:  6d.,  at 
swims  not  more  than  half  an  hour's  run  on  a  cycle; 
the  best  road  indicated,  with  map  of  ups  and 
downs,  so  as  to  get  there  before  the  others ;  sound 
advice  as  to  treatment  of  cycle  or  motor ;  what  to 


EASTEE  HOLIDAY 
EAILWAY  AEEANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY 
Announce  Special  Excursions  to  Belfast 
and  Londonderry,  and  other  Stations  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  on  April  19th  and  20th. 
To  Dublin,  Cork,  Killarney,  Limerick,  Bray, 
Galnay,  &c.,  viiX  Holyhead,  on  April  19th,  for 
16  Days. 

On  Wednesday  Night,  April  19th,  and 
Thursday  Morning,  April  20th,  to  Blackpool 
and  Ensrlish  Lake  District. 

On  Wednesday  Night,  April  19th,  and 
Thursday  Night,  April  20th,  to  Carlisle, 
Maryport  ;  returning  to  London  on  Easter 
Monday,  April  24th,  Tuesday,  April  25th,  or 
Friday,  April  28th. 

On  Thursday,  April  20th,  to  North,  South, 
and  Central  AV'ales,  and  Cambrian  Line  Stations. 

Also  on  Thursday,  April  20th,  to  Birken- 
head, Chester,  North  Staffordshire  Stations, 
Burton,  Derby,  Leicester,  and  Buxton.  Return- 
ing on  Eastei-  Monday,  April  24th,  Tuesday, 
April  25th,  or  Friday,  April  28th. 

On  Thursday  Night,  April  20th,  for  Fire 
and  Eighteen  Days,  to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other 
Stations  in  tlie  North  of  Scotland. 

On  Wednesday  Midnight,  Thursday 
Morning,  and  Thursday  Midnight,  April 
19th  and  20th,  to  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
Districts. 

On  Thursday  Morning,  April  20th,  to 

St.  Helen's,  Huddersfleld,  Leeds,  Ac. 

Also  on  Thursday.both  Morning  and  Even- 
ing, to  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Leaming- 
ton, Coventry,  .Northampton,  Dudley,  Wednes- 
hury. 

On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
Mornings,  a  Day  Trip  to  Birmingham,  Coven- 
try, Dudley,  Leamington,  Northampton,  Kugby, 
and  Wolverhampton. 

On  Saturday  Night,  April  22nd,  Special 
Excursions  to  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Warring- 
ton, Stockport,  Crewe,  Rugby,  &c. 

The  Cheap  Retvirn  Tickets  issued  to  Scotland, 
Wales,  Lake  Districts,  and  other  Stations  on 
Thursday,April  20,  Good  Friday  and  Satur- 
day will  be  available  for  return  journey  ^up  to 
the  following  Tuesday  evening. 

Many  Special  Trains  will  be  run  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  service. 

The  Ticket  OfHces  at  Euston,  Broad  Street, 
Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden 
function  will  be  open  throughout  the  day,  from 
Monday,  April  17th,  to  Easter  Monday,  April 
!4th  (inclusive),  so  that  Passengers  wishing  to 
)btain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day 
prior  to  the  starting  of  the  Trains.  The  Ordinary 
ind  Tourist  Tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the 
;onvenience  of  passengers. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Stations,  and 
dso  at  the  Town  Offices  and  Agencies  of  the  Lon- 
lon  and  North  Western  Railway  Company. 

The  "Enquiry  Office"  at   Eustou  is  open 
rhroughout  the  day.  * 

All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  F.  H. 
)ENT,  L.  &  N.W.  Ry.,  Broad  Street  Station  ; 
Jr.  H.  A.  WALKER,  Distinct  Superintendent, 
Juston  Station  ;  or  of  Mr.  ROBERT  TURN  BULL, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston  Station, 
jondon,  N.W. 

:iONDON   AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 

Tlie    splendid    Programme    of  Excursions 
rranged  by  the   London  and  South-Western 
lailway  Company  for  the  Easter  Holidays  is 
cell  worth  the  consideration  of  any  in  doubt  as 
0  the  best  place  to  spend  an  enjoyable  time, 
fo  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  making  a 
ejection  from  the  numerous  delightful  resorts 
Bached  by  this  Company  on  the  Sunny  South 
nd  South-west  Coasts,  the  most  lovely  of  which 
■ill  he  found  between  Southsea  and  Plymouth, 
ad  include  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Bournemouth, 
wanage,  Weymouth,  Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Sid- 
louth,  Budleigh  Salteiton,  Exmouth,  &c.  To 
lose  who  delight  in  the  pleasures  of  a  more 
gorous  climate,  the  well-known   resorts  of 
orth  Devon  and  Cornwall — Ilfracomhe,  Lynton 
nd  Lynmouth,  Westward  Ho,  Clovelly  Bude, 
amelford,    Padstow,    Newquay,    &c.  —  offer 
iceptional   attractions,  directly  facing  the 
tlautic  breezes  which  impart  a  tone  to  the 
r   unsurpassed   for   its   health-giving  and 
racing  qualities.    Others  have  an  opportunity 
'  visiting  Tavistock  and  Okehampton  (for  the 
agniflcent  moorland  scenes   of  Dartmoor), 
disbm-y.  Wells,  Bath,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 
rockenhurst  and  Lyndhurst  Road  (for  the 
•Ivan  scenery  of  the  New  Forest),  Midhurst, 
c.   Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  London 
id  Soiith-Western  Company  these  charming 
lOts  are  brought  within  easy  reach  of  all. 
Fast  Excursion  Trains  will  take  you  there 
rect  from  Waterloo  Station  in  a  few  hours, 
le  cheap  fares,  comfortable  carriages,  and 
nooth  running    over  a   well-laid    track  all 
irahine  to  make  a  pleasant  journey.    To  those 
ishing  to  spend   Easter  on  the  Continent, 
)urteen-Day  Excursion  Tickets  will  be 
iued  from  Waterloo  to  the  French  Coast  for 
iris,    Normandy,    Brittany,   &c.    The  sea 
issage   is   only   five   hours,   in   the  most 
xuriously-fttted  vessels  in  the  Cliannel  Service, 
milar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  the  Channel 
lands.  Full  Particulars  of  the  special  arrange- 
entsforthe  Easter  Holidays  are  given  in  the 


programme  to  be  obtained  at  any  of  the  Com- 
pany s  London  Offices  and  Stations,  or  from 
Mr.  Henrv  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 

The  following  are  the  Principal  Excur- 
sions leaving  Waterloo  Station. 

14-day  tickets  to  Paris  issued  on  April  19th, 
20th,  21st  and  22nd  (N.B.— Through  bookings 
from  the  North  and  Midlands,  ask  for  tickets  mil 
"Southampton  and  Havre")— To  Cherbourg  on 
April  20th  and  22nd  ;  to  Havre  on  April  20th, 
21st  and  22nd  ;  and  to  St.  Malo  on  April  19th 
and  21st. 

Fast  Excursions  on  Thursday,  April  20th, 

to  Exeter,  Exmouth,  Crediton,  Okehami)ton, 
Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth,  Holsworthy, 
Launcestou,  Bodmin,  Wadebridge,  Padstow, 
Newquay,  Bideford,  Torrington,  Barnstaple, 
Lynton,  Ilfracombe,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Sid- 
mouth,  Seaton,  Ch^rd,  Lyme  Regis,  Yeovil, 
Salisbury,  Radstock,  Burnham,  Wells,  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  Swindon,  Marlborough, 
*c.,  return  April  24th,  27th,  or  29th;  to  Wey- 
mouth, Portland,  Dorchester,  Wimborne,  Swan- 
age,  Poole,  Bournemouth,  Boscombe,  Ringwood, 
Christchurch,  Southampton  West,  return  April 
2oth,  27th,  or  29th. 

On  Good  Friday  or  Easter  Monday  to 
Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Midhurst,  Ports- 
mouth, Aldershot,  &c. ,  for  the  day. 

On  Saturday,  April  22nd,  to  Isle  of 
Wight,  Gosport,  Netley,  Portsmouth,  Win- 
chester, Salisbury,  Southampton,  '&c.,  return 
April  25th. 

On  Easter  Sunday  to  Bournemouth, 
Christchurch,  Brockenhiirst,  Lyndhurst  Road, 
Southampton  West,  &c.,  for  1  or  2  days  ;  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  Portsmouth,  Midhurst,  Peters- 
field,  &c.,  fur  1,  2,  or  3  days. 

Many  of  the  principal  expresses  to  the  West 
of  England,  Weymouth,  Bournemouth,  South- 
ampton and  Portsmouth  (for  the  Isle  of  Wight), 
&c.,  will  be  run  in  duplicate,  the  first  divisi<m 
starting  a  few  minutes  before  the  advertised 
time.  The  uvailabilicy  of  the  Cheap  Week-end 
Tickets  to  most  of  the  above-mentioned  places 
will  be  extended.  The  Company's  City,  West- 
End  and  other  London  Offices  will  remain  open 
later  than  usual  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
Holidays  for  the  Sale  of  Tickets,  &c. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

On  Tuesday,  April  18th,  to  Londonderry, 
vi&  Heysham,  by  direct  steamer. 

On  Wednesday,  April  19th,  to  Dublin, 
Cork,  Killarney,  &c.,  oid  Heysham  and  vid 
Liverpool  ;  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  Portrush, 
&c.,  via  Heysham,  eta  Barrow,  via  Liverpool,  and 
vid  Stranraer  and  Larue. 

On  Thursday,  April  20th,  to  Londonderry, 
vid  Liverpool,  by  direct  steamer  ;  to  Nottingham, 
Worksop,  Birmingham,  Derby,  Manchester, 
Blackburn,  Oidham,  Liverpool,  Sheffield,  Leeds, 
Scarborough,  Barrow,  and  the  Furness  and  Lake 
District,  &c.  ;  to  Alnwick,  Berwick,  Newcastle, 
Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Perth, 
Stirling,  Aberdeen,  Inverness,  Nairn,  Forres 
Ballater,  &c. 

Tickets  will  also  be  issued  by  the  Scotch 
Excursion  at  slightly  more  than  the  single 
ordinary  third-class  fare  for  the  double  journey, 
available  for  returning  on  any  day  within 
eighteen  days  from  and  including  date  of  issue 

On  Thursday  Midnight,  April  20th,  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington,  Stockport,  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchester,  for  4,  5,  or  8  days. 

On    Saturday  Night,   April    22nd,  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  &c 
for  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  or  7  days.  ' 

On  Easter  Monday,  April  24th,  to 
Leiceste:,  Loug'.iborough,  and  Nottingham,  for 
half,  1,  2,  or  5  Uays  ;  to  Bicraingham  for  1,  2,  or 
5  days,  and  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  Lutou, 
Bedford,  Kettering,  and  Southend  for  the  day. 

Cheap  Week-end  Tickets  will  be  issued  on 
Thursday,  April  20th,  as  well  as  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  April  21st  and  22nd,  from 
London  (St.  Paucras)  to  the  principal  Seaside 
and  Inland  Holiday  Resorts,  including  the  Peak 
District  of  Derbyshire,  Morecamlie,  the  Lake 
District,  Yorkshire,  the  North-East  Coast, 
Scotland,  and  other  parts,  available  for  return 
on  any  day  up  to  and  including  Tuesday,  April 
25th,  except  day  of  issue. 

Cheap  Week-end  and  Day  Excursion 
Tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Southend-on-Sea 
during  the  Easter  Holidays. 

To  prevent  inconvenience  and  crowding  the 
Booking  Offices  at  St.  Pancras  and  Moorgate 
Street  Stations  will  be  open  for  the  issue  of 
tickets  all  day  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Saturday,  April  19th,  20th,  and  22ud,  and  tickets 
to  all  principal  stations  on  the  Midland  Railway 
will  be  issued  beforehand  at  any  of  their  City 
Booking  Offices. 

On  Good  Friday  the  trains  will  run  as 
appointed  for  Sundays,  with  the  followin" 
exceptions  :— An  express  will  leave  St.  Pancras 
at  2.45  a.m.  for  Leicester,  Loughborough 
Nottingham,  Derby,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool. 
The  5.15  a.m.  newspaper  express  from  St 
Pancras  will  call  at  St.  Albans,  Luton,  Bedford 
Leicester,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Sheffield,  Leeds 
Manchester  (Central),  and,.Liverpool. 

Ireland.-Thursday  Night,  April  20th.— 
Ihe  steamer  from  Heysham  to  Belfast  will  leave 
at  11  p.m.  as  usual  in  connection  with  the  5  p  m 
express  from  St.  Pancras,  (4c.  The  steamer  will 
leave  Belfast  for  Heysham  at  11.30  p.m.  in  con- 
nection with  the  7.25  a.m.  Heysham  to  St. 
Pancras  on  Good  Friday, 


Good  Friday,  April  21st.— The  st  eamer 
will  leave  Hey.sliam  toBeIfastat9p.nl.  in  con- 
nection with  expre.ss  to  Heysham,  leaving 
London  at  11.30  a.m.  and  Leeds  at  5  p.m. 

The  steamer  will  leave  Belfast  at  9  p.m.  for 
Heysham  in  connection  with  G.55  a.m.  (Satur- 
day morning)  to  Bradford,  Leeds,  and  the 
South. 

The  8.30  p.m.  sleeping  car  express  from  St. 
Pancras  to  .Stranraer  will  run  on  Thursday 
April  20th,  and  9.8  p.m.  Stranraer  Harbour  to 
St.  Pancras  will  run  on  Good  Friday,  the 
steamers  sailing  in  each  direction  between 
Stranraer  and  Larne  on  Good  Friday  as  on 
week-days. 

The  steamers  between  Barrow  and  Belfast 
will  sail  on  Good  Friday  in  both  directions. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 
Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  i.ssued 
to  Pans  vid  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the 
Service  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.ni  on 
April  19th,  21st.  and  22nd,  and  by  Trains 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10.0  a.m.,  2.5  and  2  20 
p.m.  on  'Thursday,  April  20th.  Tliey  will  aiso 
be  issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon  Street  at 
8.5  p.m.,  each  evening  from  April  19th  to  22nd 
inclusive,  vui  Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from 
Pans  at  2.40  p.m.  vid  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  viA 
Calais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days. 

A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April 
22nd,  and  Sunday,  April  23rd  ;  returning  at 
12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Mondav.  Cheap 
Eeturn  Tickets,  available  for  eight  days  will  be 
issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  April  19th  to 
24th  inclusive,  available  by  the  10  0  a  m  and 
2.20  p.m.  services.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne 
will  be  open  from  April  21st  to  25th  inclusive 
Similar  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  bv 
the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m  Services. 

On  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and 
Easter  Monday,  Special  Day  Excursions  will 
be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais. 

Cheap  Tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais 
Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  i.ssued  from 
April  19th  to  24th  inclusive,  available  for 
eight  days. 

Special  Cheap  Eight-Day  Return  Tickets 

to  Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch 
Towns,  via  Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be 
issued  from  April  19th  to  24th  inclusive, 
leaving  \  ictoria  and  Hoi  born  at  9. 25  a.  m  Cheap 
Eight-day  Return  Tickets  to  Ostend  will  be 
issued  from  April  19th  to  24th  inclusive. 
During  the  holidays  the  Continental  Services 
will  run  as  usual. 

A  Special  Express  Train  (1st,  2ad,  and  3rd 
Class)  wdl  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8  50 
p.m.,  calling  at  Herne  Hill,  on  April  20th  in 
connection  with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  Night 
Steamers. 

The  Home  Arrangements  are  as  follows  :— 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
St  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexliill,  Canterbury, 
Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  West"ate 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich 
Deal,  Walraer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe, 
Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney(Littlestone- 
ou-Sea)  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
Trains  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday 
April  20th,  21st,  and  22nd.  available  to  re- 
turn on  Tuesday,  April  25th,  by  any  train 
(Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  excepted). 

Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Monday  will  be  run  from  the 
principal  London  Stations  to  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover 
&c.  ' 

On  Bank  Holiday  a  Special  Cheap  Day 
Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaviui' 
Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.,  and  London  Bridge 
9.30  a.m. 

Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday 
including  admission. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Excursions,  Extension  ^ 
of  Time  for  certain  Return  Tickets,  Alterations 
in  Train  Services,  &c.,  are  given  in  the  Special 
Holiday  Programme  and  Bills. 


remember  and  have  with  you  always;  maps  and 
plans  of  everywhere  within  twenty  miles  ;  what  to 
see  when  you  get  there  ;  tips  for  angling  novices. 
In  fact,  for  fisherman,  cyclist,  motoiist,  antiquary, 
or  simple  Johnny  Raw,  no  better  investment  could 
be  found  than  Hemmons'  "Guide  to  Bristol"  by 
W.  C.  Hemmons,  St.  Stephen-street,  3d. 

issued  to  Southend  f  lom  Stations  on  Metropolitan 
Railway. 

Clactfui,  Walton,  and  Harwich,  4/3.  On 
Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool  Street  at  8  20 
a, in. ,  and  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.,  also  from  GE 
Suburlian  Station.s. 

ilertford,  2/8.  On  Ea.ster  Monday  from  Liver- 
pool Street,  at  9.29,  10..'-,  a.m.  and  12.50  p.m  , 
also  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9  15 
and  10.18  a.m. 

Canibridge,  4/3  ;  Ely,  .5/6.    On  Easter  Monday 
fioni  Liverpool  Street  at  8.43  and  11.5  a.m.,  and 
8t.  Pancras  and   Kenti.sh  Town  at  9  15  am 
Hackney  Downs  at  8.50  a.m.  ' 

Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and  Cromer,  1  day  5/6  • 
.3  or  .5  days,  8/6  ;  0  or  8  days,  H/G.    On  Easter 
Monday  from  , St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station) 
am"  "-^^  l"""enham 

Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  1/9.  On  Good 
Friday  &  Easter  .Monday  from  Liverpool  Street, 
Bishopsgate,  Betlinal  Green,  Cotorn  Road 
Hackney  Downs,  Stratford,  &c. 

Epping  Forest,  Chingford.  Loughton,  <fec 
daily  from  Liverpool  Street.  Fenchurch  Street', 
Deptford  Rd.,  Gospel  Oak,  &c.  On  Kaster  Mon^ 
day  a  .Special  Service  of  trains  will  run  between 
Liverpool  Street,  Fenchurch  Street  and  Cning- 
^""gliton  ;  also  between  Gospel  Oak 
and  Chingford. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday, 
or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  will 
be  issued  to  Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowes- 
toft, Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Clacton-on-.Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felix- 
stowe, Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton 
by  all  trains  from  Liverpool  Street,  also  from 
G.E.  Surburbaii  Stations  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool  Street,  also  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland 
Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstauton, 
Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Muii- 
desley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer  (except  on  Good 
Friday). 

Cheap  Day  Trips  to  the  Seaside,  Ac— Southend- 
on-Sea  and  back,  2/6.  On  Good  Friday,  Easter 
Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street  and  all  G.E.  Suburban 
Stations  and  East  Loudon  Lines.  On  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool Street  at  8.25,  9.22,  10.10,  and  10.38  .a.m 
and  Fenchurch  Street  at  7.40,  9.17,  9.53,  and' 
10.20  a.m.  On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool 
Street  at  freipient  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.  and 
Fenchurch  Street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.50,  and 
11.20  a.m.   Through  Excursion  Tickets  are  also 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

^J^"^'  '^'"■'^''t."  Gi-eat  Western  Railway  announce 
that  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to  Kil- 
larney on  TUESDAY,  APRIL  18  (-*'  Cork)  a n  l 
on  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  19  («W.  Waterfoid 

On  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  19,  to  BeUast, 
Londondeny,  Puitnish.  Giant's  Causeway 
Antnm  Armagh,  Bundoran,  Enniskillen,  War- 
renpomt,  Dublin  (North  Wall),  Bray  Galwav 
Greystones,  Ovoca,  Roscommon,  Wexford  Water- 
ford,  Dungaivan,  Maryborough,  Tip'perary 
Limerick,  &c.  fi- 

On  THURSDAY,  APRIL  20,  to  Highbridge, 
Biidgwater,  launton,  Minehead,  VVellin.^tSn 
Tiverton,  Evesham,  Worcester,  Hereford,  Chip- 
ping Norton,  Moreton-in-Marsh,  Merthyr,  Aber- 
dare  Shrewsljury,  Tenbury,  Chester  and  Holy- 
head Line,  Cambrian  Line  and  North  Wales 
Birmingham  and  .South  Staffordshire  Stations'  ■ 
Wolverhampton,  Barnstaple,  Ilfracombe,  Exeter' 
Plymouth  Devonport,  Tniro,  I'almouth,  Pen- 
zance, Chippenham,  Cirencester,  Stroud, 
Gloucester  Cheltenham,  Frome,  Wells,  Bridport 
Yeovil,  Weymouth,  South  Wales,  and  the 
Channel  Islands. 

On  GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  21.  a  Day  Trip 
Excursion  Train  will  be  run  toTheale,  Newhurv 
Hungerford,  Marlborough,  Savernake,  Pewsey 
Woodborough  Devizes,  Kemble,  Cirencester 
Brimscombe,  Stroud,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham 
and  other  stations. 

Tm!n  -^PRIL  22,  an  Excursion 

Tiam  will  run  to  Bndgend,  Swansea,  Carmar- 
then, i\ew  Milford,  and  other  Stations  in  South 
Wales,  Cirencester,  Brimscoralje,.  Stonehouse, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Monmouth,  Hereford 
Sewnham,  Lydney,  &c.  ' 

On  EASTER  MONDAY.  APRIL  24,  an 
E.xpress  Non-Stop  Excursion  (with  Period 
Bookings)  will  be  run  to  VVeston-super.Ma^-Q 
irom  Paddington  at8.20a.m 

For  any  further  information,  application 
should  be  made  at  any  of  the  Company^  Offices 
or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A.  HART  Divisional 
Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 

BRIGHTON  AND  SOUTH  COAST 
RAILWAY. 

■  '"'1  'P.'?,^'^'  "'eek-end  tickets  will  be 

issued  on  Thursday,  Friday,Saturday  and  Sunday 
April  20  to  April  23,  available  for  return  on  any 
day  (e.xcept  day  of  issue)  up  to  April  25.  A  special 
14-day  excursion  to  Dieppe,  Rouen  and  Paris  will 
Rnnt''^,"'"  "^he  ,^'ewhaven-Dieppe   Royal  Mail 
Route,throughthecharmingscenervof  Normandy 
and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine.    The  tickets  wd  1,^ 
issued  on  Thursday,  April  20,  by  the  mornin- 
express  service  and  by  special  afternoon  service" 
also  by  the  express  uighD  service  on  Wednesday' 
Ihursday  Friday,  and  Saturday  evenings,  April 
jl9  toApnl  22.    .Special  cheap  return  tickets  to 
^  Jieppe  wi  1  be  issued  on  Thursdav,  FYiday  ' 
.^aturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  April   ^o  to 
April  24  available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to 
and  including   the    following   Tuesday  At 
Dieppe  the  Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holidays 
On  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Mondav 
trains  at  Day  E.^cusion  Fares  will  be  run  from 
London  to  Brighton,  Hove,  Worthing,  .Midhurst 
Pulborough,    Littlehampton,    BcgSor  Ports 
mouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Lewes,  Tunbridge 
Wells,    Seatord,    Eastbourne,     Bexhill  St 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Ac.     Extra  Trains  will  be 
ran  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic 
to  the  Cry.stal  Palace,  Grand  Sacred  Concert 
m  Good  Friday,  and    the    .Special  Holiday 
Entertainments  on  Easter  Mondav,  Tuesdav 
and  following  d.ays,  returning  in  theevenin-  at 
frequent  intervals.   Special  Saturday  to  Tues'day 
tickets  will  also  be  issued  from  London  to  Port/ 
niuuth,  Hayling  Island,  Southsea,  and  the  Isle 
of     ight.    On  Easter  Tuesday  cheap  day  trips 
will  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton,  Hove  and 
Worthing.     The  Brighton  Company  announce 
that  their  West  End  offices,  28,  Recent  Street 
Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office,  will  remain  open 
until  10  p.m.  on  the  evenings  of  Wednesday 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  April  19,  -'0  and  2-» 
tor  the  sale  of  the  special,  cheap,  and 'ordinary 
tickets  to  all  parts  of  the  line,  and  to  the  Cou- 
tment,  at  the  same  fares  as  charged  at  Lomiou  ■ 
Bridge  and  \  ictona. 
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ANOlLiERS'   HOTEIX.S,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  See. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTEES. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "  Macfadyeu,  Cuilfall, 
Kilmelford." 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DUfcVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

JSodorgan,  Anglesey,  jY. IF. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
Kiver,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply, John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 


Border  EskandMle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.  Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &o.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  bs.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
teiTus  on  Upper  Water. — Address,  Manaqekess. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CnOES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Corou  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  Sd.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railwav,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,!'.  J.  COTTRELL. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.  Moderate  Tariff. 
— For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Peopeietoe, 

McDE YITT'S  HOTEL 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  7rf.  per  day. 

Peoprietor,  a.  heck. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  IST'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DB  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isepe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Over  Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Trout  Fishing 
on  the  Exe  and  Barle.  Every  accom- 
modation at 

CROWN  HOTEL,  EXFORD, 

AND 

SHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON. 

.7.  H.  Tarr,  Proprietor. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


TO  TROUT  ANGLERS. 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Fishing 
District  —  Teviot  and  tributaries.  — 
Address,  Tbout,  c/o  Willing'3  Adver- 
tising Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SOTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

"And  here  and  there  a  histy  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  <jra>iling." 

TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWANT  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two,  Miles  o-f  Trout  and  G'-ayling 

Fishingon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guinea.?  per  week. — For  the  Tenbui'y  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gup,  and  Tory  hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  be.st  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (live  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff 
very  moderate.     T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


Loch  Rannocli  Hotel. 


REDUCED  RATES  DURING  EASTER. 


FREE  FISHING. 


Telegrams:  "  Gow,  Kinloch  Rannoch." 


BLACK  FOREST. 


SCHOENAU  BADEN 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 


HOTEL  SONNE. 

With  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MELVIN. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Camping  Hut  to  Let  on  shore  of  lough  ; 
furnished  ;  boat ;  terms  moderate.  Also, 
for  August  only,  comfortable  Pishing 
Lodge  on  large  island. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Ceopt,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon, 
Co.  Donegal. 

SALMON  FISHING-ICELAND. 


PARTNER  wanted  on  very  fine,  river 
where  large  number  fish  certain  in  July 
and  August.  Share  everything  equally. 
Very  moderate  outlay.  Separate  lodge 
if  desired.— Apply,  B.  J.  H.  FORDER, 
Langton  House,  Blandford. 

WANTED. 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Within  easy  range  of  London.  Accom- 
modation near  water. — Address,  "Blue 
Dun,"  o/o  Willings'  Advertisement 
Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


React  This. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIEi 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  33.  6d. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackh 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  ISflilte  &  Sons. 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Co.  DONEGAL. 

TO  LET,  weekly  or  monthly,  unti 
August,  FURNISHED  LODGE ;  atten 
dance  and  fire,  with  exclusive  right  o 
white  and  brown  Trout  Fishing  in  somi 
lakes,  and  several  miles  of  rivers. — Po! 
terms,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Swiney,  Avenut 
Chambers,  Belfast. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


To  Xiot  — A  Few  Rode 

On  about  one-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishing  on  the 
River  Oughton.  River  well  stocked.  Forty-threi 
minutes  from  King's  Cross  (G.  N.  Railway).- 
Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Commander  Fbl 
LOVfBS,  R.N.,  Ickleford  Fishery,  Hitchin. 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET, 

On  a  Tributary  of  the  Kennet. 

Good  May-fly  rise ;  1^  miles ;  limited  t< 
five  members.  Stocked  annually ;  keepe 
found.    £15. — Full  particulars  from 

HYDE  END  FISHERY,  Brimpton,  nr.  Reading 

TO  LET. 

TWO  OR  THREE  RODS 

On  about  two-and-a-half  miles  of  Fishin: 
in  the  RIVER  ARROW  at  Monkland 
and  about  twa-and-a-half  miles  fron 
Leominster  Station.  The  River  is  wel 
stocked  with  both  Trout  and  Grayling 
and  afiords  some  excellent  sport  all  th 
year.  Three  Guineas  per  rod.— Apply  t' 
RoBEBT  M.  Dent,  Leominster. 

The  Property  of  a  gentlemai 
having  no  further  use  for  them. 

SALMON  ROD,  REEL 
AND  LINES,  &c. 

A  first-class  Rod,  17i  feet,  in  every  respec 
as  good  as  new,  cost  £6.  Reel,  and  about  11 
yards  of  lino,  quite  new,  cost  36s.  Two  doze 
large  Salmon  Flies,  by  Forrest  and  other  flrs! 
class  makers,  cost  'is.  each.  The  whole  for  £5.- 
Apply  to  "  G.  R,,"  Nascott  House,  Watford. 

SALMON  FISHING 

GALfFAY. 


Annual  Prospectus  and  Rules  for  190 
now  ready.  Catch  last  season  1,23( 
Seven  Season  Rods,  eight  months,  6 
guineas  each.  —  Apply,  W.  N.  Milni 
Superintendent,  Fishery  Office,  Galwaj 

RIVER  PARENTH 

Vacancy  for  a  ROD.  Two  miles  c 
heavily-stocked  water  on  the  above  rivet 
three  stations  within  minute's  walk  c 
the  water. — Apply,  Hebberx  H.  Simmok^ 
Green  Trees,  nr.  Tonbridge. 


TWO  MILES  OF  GOOD  TROU' 
AND  SALMON  FISHING 

TO  SUB-LET  June  1  to  July  27.  Comfortalil 
(piarters  in  farmhouse,  five  minutes'  walk  fn  ■! 
river.  Two  sitting,  five  bedrooms,  kitchen  aiii 
servants'  room.  Good  water  supply  and  draina^" 
Full  length  rod  room  in  garden.  Rent  £60  - 
For  further  particulai-s,  apply  "S.  V.  G."  1' 
Silverdale  Road,  Eastbourne. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  HiLiiCEEST." — You  can  get  a  copy  of  Ephemera's 
"Handbook  of  Angling,"  and  other  books  on  the 
art,  at  very  cheap  prices  from  Mr.  R  S.  Frampton, 
10,  Marriott-road,  Fiasbury-park.  Mr.  Frampton 
is  an  angler  himself. 

"North  Wind." — Many  thanks  for  the  informa- 
tion kindly  sent. 

Mr.  Bumsted. — I  have  mislaid  your  address.  I 
have  some  further  information  for  you. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MR.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL  AND 
"SALMON  PASSING  THE  GRILSE  STAGE  IN 
THE  SEA." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  8  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell  tells  us  that  in  1863,  under 
"Proved  Facts  in  the  History  of  the  Salmon,"  he 
stated  that  smolts  do  not  always  return  the  same 
year  as  grilse,  and  he  regards  this  forecast  as  being 
substantiated  by  recent  information.  Would  it  not 
be  more  to  the  point  if  Mr.  Choltnondeley-Pennell 
could  point  to  any  record  of  a  smolt  having 
returned  the  same  year  as  a  grilse  ?  I  venture  to 
think  he  will  search  in  vain  for  any  evidence  that 
smolts  ever  do  so  return,  and  will  find  rather  that 
the  habit  is  to  remain  at  least  one  year  in  the  sea. 
He  may  also  find  that  not  a  few  reinain  in  the  sea 
till  the  grilse  stage  is  past. — Yours  truly, 

A  Correspondent. 


PLAYING  FISH  THAT  LEAP,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — The  capital  article  on  spring  fly  fishing 
by  "  Black  Hackle  "  in  your  issue  ot  April  8  is  an 
epitome  of  instructions  how  to  fish  whicli,  if  fol- 
lowed, should  ensure  success  where  there  is  any  to 
be  had. 

Yet  there  are  some  few  points  upon  which 
perhaps  your  readers  would  appreciate  further 
enlightenment  if  "  Black  Hackle "  would  kindly 
add  to  what  he  has  said. 

One  of  these  is  the  advice  so  often  given — so 
seldom  reasoned  to  a  conclusion — that  the  top  of 
the  rod  should  be  lowered  to  the  water  instantly 
when  a  trout  is  hooked  and  leaps  out  of  it.  I  have 
both  lost  and  killed  many  such  leaping  trout  without 
following  the  direction,  and  am  convinced  the  lost 
ones  would  have  broken  hold  in  all  probability  in 
any  case.  There  is  a  saying  that  fish  which  jump 
out  of  the  water  are  lightly  hooked,  supported  by 
the  fact  that  I  cannot  recall  a  single  mstance  in 
which  the  jumping  fish  broke  the  tackle  instead  of 
the  hold.  All  I  have  ever  tried  to  do  is  to  keep  the 
line  straight  without  undue  pressure  upon  one  of 
these  extra  active  fish  in  either  lake  or  river,  and 
take  chance  for  the  result.  If  a  fish  springs  in  the 
dii  ection  towards  which  it  is  being  pulled,  and  the 
rod- top  is  instantly  dropped,  the  natural  result 
would  be  a  slack  line,  and  a  jerk  to  f  How  when  the 
impetus  of  the  fish  is  resumed,  very  likely  to  smash 
something  if  the  hook  has  not  fallen  out  while 
the  line  was  slack.  Ifi  the  jump  is  in  any  other 
direction,  so  long  as  the  line  is  not  slackened, 
dropping  the  point  of  rod  for  a  moment  may  do 
little  harm  or  good  in  theory  or  practice  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  but  as  a  general  rule  irom  the  moment 
the  fish  is  hooked,  how  firmly  or  slightly  one  caji 
seldom  tell,  I  believe  the  safest  way  is  to  avoid 
allowing  the  line  to  fall  slack,  or  loose,  or  in  a  loop. 

It  is  much  a  matter  of  fancy,  still  I  preler  to 
kill  trout  with  a  blow  on  the  head  while  in  the 
landing-net,  rather  than  by  turning  the  head  up 
till  the  neck  cracks,  a  plan  no  more  efficacious  than 
the  other,  but  which  deforms  the  fish,  often  causing 
them  to  stiffen  in  an  unnatural  manner,  and  with 
tht-ir  mouths  ope  i.  As  we  cannot  close  their  eyes  ! 
when  all  is  over  we  might  as  well  try  to  close  their 
mouths. 

I  However,  on  both  points  others  may  have  found 
reason  to  think  differently. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


THAT  38lb.  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Irish  correspondents  are  playing  sad 
havoc  with  our  pike  records.  The  Rev.  P.  Curran 
now  declares  that  the  381b.  Lough  Mask  pike  was 
caught  by  rod  and  Ime,  ana  not  netteJ.  He  gives 
the  name  of  the  angler,  and  even  the  bait.  I  am 
obliged  to  him.  I^et  me  tell  my  story.  The  pike 
was  caught  in  January — no  u.entio.i  waj  made 
anywhere  of  how.  I  se.it  rive  or  six  letter.s  to  Ireland, 
to  newspaper  friends  and  others,  aud  all  agreed  in 
saying  they  believed  it  was  netted.  Finally,  I  saw 
that  the  pike  was  being  mounted  by  Wiiliams  & 
Son,  natuiahsts,  of  Dublin,  and  to  them  I  wrote 
and  asked  the  name  of  the  angler,  and,  if  possible, 


the  bait,  ho\V  much  play  the  fish  gave,  and  so  on. 
WUliams  &  Son  wrote  me  back  saying  it  was 
netted,  no  bait  was  used  at  all,  and  adding,  "  What  an 
inglorious  fate  for  such  a  pike  !  "  Now,  who  is  right  ? 
All  we  want  is  the  truth.  These  two  versions  do 
not  agree.    Which  of  them  is  the  inc  ^rrect  one  ? 

In  this  very  same  issue  of  the  Fishivg  Gazette 
another  Irish  correspondent  complains  that  Mr. 
Jardine's  list  takes  no  account  of  certain  big  Irish 
pike  of  the  last  season,  and  another  correspondent, 
dealing  with  the  Galway  rivers,  speaks  of  two  pike 
"  killed"  the  last  week,  one  weighing  481b.  and  the 
other  401b.  Why  do  they  not  tell  us  how  they 
were  killed,  and,  if  possible,  why  do  they  not 
send  corroboration  ?  You  will  remember  when  the 
record  roach  was  killed  at  Bristol  this  last  winter 
we  h^d  official  verification  from  the  secretary  of 
the  Waterworks  Company ;  but  my  experience  of 
monster  Irish  pike  is,  first,  no  verification  ;  second, 
inquiry  proves  the  weight  to  have  been  grossly 
exaggerated. 

Just  one  word  to  Mr.  Procter  re  his  big  catch. 
In  weight  I  can  find  nothing  to  beat  his  record,  but 
in  numbers  I  can.  Mr.  Schroeder,  of  York,  fishing 
Hornsea  Mere  four  years  ago,  took  sixty-five  pike 
in  one  day,  weighing  3481b.  The  heaviest  was  only 
ISpb. — Yours  truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


LARGE  PIKE. 

Drar  Sir, — A  few  days  before  the  closing  of  the 
coarse  fish  angling  season  on  March  14  last,  a  191b. 
pike  was  caught  at  East  Collmgwith,  Yorkshire ; 
one  of  201b.  in  the  River  Mole,  near  Cobham ;  also 
another  of  211b.  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  Lincoln- 
shire. The  reports  of  these  fine  fish  reached  me 
too  late  for  publication  in  my  annual  record  of  the 
large  fish  captured  during  the  past  season. — Yours 
truly,  Alfred  Jabdine. 


THE  "48lb."  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — As  regards  the  481b.  pike  reported  in 
the  Irish  Times  as  having  been  caught  in  Lough 
Corrib,  the  following  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  pike  was  gaffed  in  a  small  bay  running  into 
the  low  lands  near  Moycullen  by  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Edward  McDonogh ;  it  was  weighed  by 
John  McDonogh  in  the  presence  of  a  man  called 
John  Mealia.  It  was  said  to  be  4ft.  long  and 
weighed  481b.  The  fish  was  eaten  by  the  McDonogh 
family,  who  said  it  was  excellent.  The  head  was 
sent  into  the  fishery  at  Galway,  and  I  saw  it  on 
April  8,  and  it  measured  across  the  eyes  8Jin.  It 
must  have  been  more  than  this  when  alive  as  the 
head  had  shrunk. 

Early  in  March  a  man  named  James  Hynes,  of 
Gortmore,  Moycullen,  gaffed  another  pike,  which 
weighed  461b.  Both  these  pike  had  come  in  to 
spawn.  Up  to  the  present  the  C.F.A.  have  netted 
and  otherwise  killed  569  pike,  weighing  52181b., 
this  spawning  season,  largest  fish  32pb. ;  but 
several  monsters  are  said  to  have  escaped  out  of  the 
nets  owing  to  the  mesh  being  too  small. — Yours 
truly,  Scrope  Doig,  Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A. 

Oughterard. 

FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — My  angling  correspondents  desire 
through  me  to  tender  their  thanks  to  yourself  and 
"  Benwyan "  for  your  joint  information  relative 
to  the  prospects  of  trout  fishing  in  Switzerland  at 
Easter. — Yours  truly.  Brown  Uwl. 


HACKLES  FROM  GAME  FOWLS. 

Dear  Sir, — Following  up  the  remarks  of  your 
correspondent  "  M.  O.  S.,"  there  is  in  the  trade  a 
great  difficulty  in  getting  Blue  Dun  hackles,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  breed  is  fast  dying  out.  One 
thing  I  know  in  this  neighbourhood  we  could  always 
get  as  many  as  we  wanted,  but  for  the  la^t  two  or 
three  years  we  have  never  seen  them  exhibited  at 
any  of  the  shows.  I  have  chatted  with  several 
farmers  and  fowl  breeders,  and  they  say  that  they 
are  not  good  table  birds,  and  being  bad  layers  they 
are  not  profitable  to  breed.  On  several  occasions  I 
have  offered  special  prizes  for  the  particular  breeds 
and  have  failed  to  get  any  entries.  I  wonder  people 
do  not  go  in  for  breeding  fowls  and  other  birds  for 
fly- tying  purposes;  I  believe  there  is  money  in  it. 
— Yours  truly,  William  Heardeb. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

"SILVER  GREY"  AND  "GUDGEON] 
FISHERS." 

Deae  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  March  25  "Silver 
Grey "  closes  his  report  from  the  Eden,  Carlisle, 
with  these  words  : — 

"  If  gudgeon  fishers  would  confine  themselves  to 
this  sort  of  useful  work  they  would  do  good  instead 
of  harm  to  the  few  fly  fishers  who  are  left." 

In  narrating  the  incident  upon  which  this  homily 


is  based  "  Silver  Grey  "  omitted  to  mention  that 
the  "  gudgeon  fisher  "  to  whom  he  refers  is  himself 
an  expert  and  enthusiastic  fly  fisher,  and  one  of  the 
best  fly  casters  on  the  river,  and  that  the  line,  fly, 
and  tackle  were  restored  to  the  unlucky  fly  fisher, 
though  the  fish  wUs  retained.  I  fancy  I  remember 
reading  in  some  of  "Silver  Grey's"  previous 
reports  some  similar  satirical  (?)  laments  on  the 
wickedness  of  those  who  use  other  lures  than  the 
fly  for  salmon ;  but  although  he  affects  to  despise 
and  condemn  the  gudgeon,  unless  I  am  wrongly 
informed,  he  is  not  himself,  on  occasions  when  the 
fish  are  "  dour  "  to  the  fly,  above  substituting  for 
that  lure  a  Devon  or  other  artificial  minnow.  I 
prefer  the  fly  myself,  and  I  only  learned  to  use  the 
spinning  rod  and  natural  bait  since  I  began  to  fish 
the  Eden,  and  I  am  far  from  contending  that  the 
gudgeon  and  other  spinning  baits  are  not  used  to 
excess  by  some  anglers,  or  that  fly  fishers  have  not 
some  cause  to  complain ;  still,  I  would  not  like  to 
be  included  with  those  who — 

"  Condone  the  sins  they  are  inclined  to 
By  damning  those  they  have  no  mind  to." 
And   this    posturing  as  a  paragon  of  sporting 
propriety  becomes  a  bit  nauseous  when  you  get  to 
know  things. 

The  gudgeon  is  not  prohibited  by  any  Fishery 
Act  or  any  bye-law  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  or 
the  Angling  Association,  nor  even  by  all  the  riparian 
owners  on  the  river,  and  its  use  therefore  is  not 
illegal — it  need  not  be  used  on  the  sly,  and  it  does 
not  involve  any  penalty  if  the  water  bailiff  sees  you 
or  hears  about  you  getting  a  fish  with  it. 

I  do  not,  however,  quite  follow  the  reasoning  by 
which  "Silver  Grey"  would  excuse  the  use  of  the 
gudgeon.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
"  sanctioning  evil  that  good  may  ensue,"  so  far  as 
the  occasional  recovery  of  an  angler's  lost  fly  tackle 
may  be  termed  doing  "  good  ...  to  the  few  fly 
fishers  who  remain."  If  this  is  in  "  Silver  Grey's" 
view  sufficient  to  balance  the  "  harm  "  done,  or 
supposed  to  be  done,  by  the  bait,  I  think  that  harm 
cannot,  by  his  own  showing,  be  very  serious. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  E.  B. 


CASTING  THE  DEAD  FROG  FOR  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"Froggy"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  1  asking 
for  the  best  method  of  mounting  bait,  best  size, 
how  the  weight  is  applied,  how  the  cast  is  made, 
the  proper  depth  the  bait  is  fished,  etc.  Now,  to 
give  a  full  description  of  all  the  gentleman  signed 
"  Froggy  "  asks  for  would  take  up  more  space  than 
perhaps  you  would  care  for,  sir,  and  more  time 
than  I  have  at  my  disposal  just  at  present,  but  if 
"Froggy"  could  make  it  convenient  to  give  me  a 
call,  or,  better  still,  have  a  day  at  the  real  work 
during  the  season,  I  can  assure  him  that  he  would 
learn  mor  e  about  the  "  game  "  in  one  day  than  he 
would  do  in  reading  about  it  for  a  month.  I  might 
mention  that  casting  with  the  dead  frog  is  my 
favourite  way  of  taking  chub,  at  which  I  consider 
myself  somewhat  an  expert,  having  given  some 
years  to  this  style  of  fishing,  and  have  never  fished 
any  other  river  than  the  Thames  for  these  fish, 
where  I  have  taken  chub  by  the  above  method  of 
41b.  12oz.,  61b.  8oz.,  and  71b.  loz.,  which  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  show  any  angler  visiting  the  district,  and 
give  him  the  best  'i  wrinkles  "  I  know  how  to  catch 
some. — Yours  truly,  Stanley  Mead. 

Henley-on  -Thames . 


WHAT  IS  STRICTLY  DRY-FLY  FISHIiSTG  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  give  me  a  definition  of  whit 
is  strictly  dry-fly  fishing,  or  where  dry-fly  ceases  to 
be  usual  or  legitimate  on  a  dry-fly  water  ?  A  friend 
of  mine  maintains  that  when  the  dry-fly  passes  a 
point  opposite  to  you  in  a  direct  line  the  i  it  ceases 
to  be  correct.  Is  this  so  or  not  ?  Is  it  allowable 
to  let  the  fly  pass  beyond  a  certain  point — say,  if 
the  fish  is  on  the  line  or  below,  or  must  he  shift 
lower  and  fish  up  again  ? — Yours  truly,        G.  T. 

[Dry-fly  fishing  is  taking  fish  with  a  fly  which 
floats  on  the  surface  like  the  natural  insect.  There 
must  be  no  pull  or  drag  on  it,  but  you  can  cast  the 
fly  up-stream,  or  across,  or  down.  So  long  as  the 
fly  floats  without  a  drag  it  is  O.K. — Ed.] 

BASS  FISHING  ON  N.  WALES  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obHged  if  one  of 
your  sea-fishing  friends  can  give  me  particulars  of 
any  resort  on  the  North  Wales  coast  where  fairly 
decent  bass  fishing  may  be  obtained  during  July, 
living  in  the  Midlands  making  it  difficult  to  get 
week-ends  at  any  of  the  better  known  st.itions  on 
the  south  coast. — -Yours  truly,     Labrax  Lupus. 

[I  hope  some  sea  angler  who  knows  will  reply.  I 
fancy  there  is  at  times  very  good  bass  £ahing  in  the 
Menai  Straits. — Ed. J 
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A  GRAND  IRlsa  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  C.  W.  D.  Maclagan,  of  Lacka- 
filina,  Cong,  co.  Mayo,  sends  us  word  that  he  caught 
on  April  6,  on  one  of  our  IJin.  black  and  gold 
Devons,  and  a  12ft.  rod,  a  trout  weighing  lljlb. 
(weighed  by  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Myrtura  House,  Cong), 
length,  32in.,  from  snout  to  tip  of  tail,  and  14Jin. 
in  girth.    He  gave  him  a  splendid  bit  of  sport. 

This  will  most  probably  be  the  champion  Corrib 
trout  of  the  season,  although  the  season  is  still 
young.  Mr.  Maclagan  expects  to  fasten  in  a  few 
salmon  either  this  or  next  month,  we  sincerely  hope 
so. — Yours  truly.  Hardy  Bros. 

p  g  ( (Length  x  3)  +  Girth)'  ^  ((32  x  3J  +  U-S)' 
I     ■  ■  1000.  1000. 

_  (96  +  14-5)'  _  110-52 

1000  1000^  5 

=  105-5''  ^  log  2-04139 

 ^ 

4-08278  =  12,100  _  ,o.i  ik 
1000 

As  this  was  taken  for  full  length,  snout  to  tip  of 
tail,  the  formula  works  out  fairly  well. 


BASS  FISHING  FROM  THE  BEACH 
AT  EASTBOURNE. 

DiiAR  Sib,— In  answer  to  letter  from  "Bass," 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  8,  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  him  there  is  very 
good  bass  fishing  to  be  had  here  (Eastbourne)  in 
July,  from  the  Royal  Parade,  if  he  should  stay  at 
that  end  of  the  town,  or  from  the  Wish  Tower, 
Holy  well,  and  the  foot  of  Beachy  Head  at  the  other  ; 
also  from  the  pier,  but  what  with  being  crowded 
and  the  usual  excursion  steamers  it  is  not  S3  desirable 
a  spot  at  that  time  of  year :  in  addition  it  holds  the 
local  record  for  loss  of  tackle  round  the  piles,  etc. 
The  air  here,  too,  is  splendid,  and  should  prove  with 
the  other  attractions  well  worth  a  trial  by  "Bass." 
I  think  I  should  mention  we  have  many  keen  anglers 
for  bass  locally,  some  of  whom  have  made  some 
exceptionally  fine  catches. — Yours  truly, 

A.  P.  HiLLHOUSE. 


THE  NEW  YORK  TOURNAMENT— A 
CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Levison,  of  New  York,  says :  "  If 
the  Fishing  Gazette  took  the  reports  of  the  tourna- 
ment from  the  Forest  and  Stream,  there  are  one  or 
two  errors  which  may  not  be  corrected.  One  is 
event  23,  which  the  Forest  and  Stream  states  was 
for  |oz.  frog,  whea  in  fact  it  was  |oz.  frog." 

Mr.  Levison  may  have  written  you  on  this,  if  not 
I  think  you  sl'iould  make  a  note  of  it,  otherwise  it 
may  lead  to  our  trying  to  do  impossibilities  with  the 
loz.  frog. — Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

Alnwick,  April  12. 

[Our  report  was  sent  direct,  and  not  taken  from 
Forest  and  Stream. — Ed.]  , 

FISHING  IN  Ireland  in  august  wanted. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  W.  M.  Ilkley's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  25,  if  he  sends 
me  his  address  I  will  let  him  have  particulars  and 
terms  of  nice  camping  ground  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Coriib,  also  terms  for  good  men  and  boats. — Yours 
truly,  Thomas  Murphy. 

Kilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON— STATE  OF 
THE  DART. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  25  "  Cast- 
away," writing  from  Paignton,  advises  "  Piscator  " 
to  try  the  Dart  for  trout  fishing. 

I  think  it  is  only  right  that ,"  Piscator  "  should 
know,  if,  indeed,  he  has  not  found  out  for  himself, 
that  the  Dart,  in  the  association  water,  to  which  I 
imagine  "  Castaway  "  refers,  is  the  colour  of  pea 
soup  for  five  days  out  of  the  seven.  Monday  is  the 
only  day  in  the  week  that  the  water  is  a  decent 
colour,  fishing  is  not  permitted  on  Sunday. 

A  tin  mine  in  Dartmoor  is  allowed  to  discharge 
its  filthy  water  into  the  Dart,  but  being  shut  down 
on  Sundays  the  lower  water  of  the  river  runs  clear 
on  Mondays. 

I  should  think  the  above  state  of  things  is  about 
as  beneficial  to  the  fish  as  a  London  fog,  five  days 
of  the  week,  would  be  to  hapless  Londoners. — 
Yours  truly,  Disgusted. 


many  weeks  to  come.  When,  however,  you  add  in 
your  note,  "  While  Scottish  laws  permit  them  to  be 
taken,"  do  you  not  rather  beg  the  question  ? 

I  am  no  lawyer,  and  have  not  the  necessary  books 
of  reference  by  me  as  I  write,  but  my  impression  is 
that  by  the  laws  of  Scotland  it  is  at  all  times  illegal 
to  be  in  possession  of  foul  or  unclean  Salmonidce. 
This  is  a  point  which  some  of  your  readers  can 
doubtless  elucidate.  The  opinion,  for  instance,  of 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Associa- 
tion would  be  valuable. 

If  I  am  correct  in  this  belief  then  all  that  remains 
is  for  a  test  case  to  be  brought  in  the  Courts,  and 
by  initiating  such  a  procedure  tha  Worshipful 
Company  of  Fishmongers  would  add  anjther  to 
the  many  obligations  under  which  the  anglers  of 
Scotland  already  lie  to  that  body. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  A. 

[Perhaps  I  should  have  said,  In  spite  of  the  law 
the  authorities  allow  kelt  sea-trout  to  be  caught 
and  retained.  I  am  sure  I  have  done  all  I  could  m 
the  way  of  protest  and  by  asking  our  reporters 
not  to  report  these  captures. — Ed.] 

PRINTERS'  ERRORS. 

Dear  Sir, — Speaking  of  amusing  printers'  errors, 
lately  I  got  out  a  little  book  on  fishing.  The  trout 
were  made  to  have  plenty  of  "mother's"  food 
instead  of  "mollusc"  food.  The  hills  round  the 
fishing  place  were  said  by  the  printer's  devil  to 
"hover"  overhead  instead  of  "tower"  overhead. 
"Otter"  huntmg  in  the  neighbourhood  was  made 
out  to  be  "  other"  hunting. — Yours  truly,  ; 

R.  W.  Vernon. 


FISHING  NEAR  MAR.4ZI0N. 

Dhar  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
whether  any  river  fishing  is  obtainable  within  reach 
of  Marazion,  in  Cornwall. — Yours  truly,   S.  F.  G. 

CORON  LAKE,  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Explorer's"  inquiries 
in  your  issue  of  April  8,  I  beg  to  offer  the  following 
information,  the  result  of  a  quarter  of  a  century's 
fly  fishing  on  the  above  lake  almost  daily  through 
the  seasons.  I  am  not  an  hotel  or  lodging-house 
keeper,  so  the  remarks  are  quite  disinterested. 
May  is  one  of  the  best  months  of  the  year  to  fish  it, 
and  is  more  likely  to  be  so  this  season  as  the  spring 
is  late,  and  no  natural  hatches  of  flies  have  yet 
appeared,  an  allusion  to  which  is  made  in  my  report 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  8.  By  then  some 
warm  weather  will  surely  set  in,  and  "  Explorer  " 
may  go  fiirther  and  fare  worse  than  pay  a  fortnight's 
visit  to  this  free  lake,  which  holds  a  large  quantity 
of  trout,  averaging  fib.,  and  can  be  fished  from 
the  shore,  with  comfortable,  cheap  quarters,  as 
advertised  in  your  valuable  paper.  He  can  easily 
get  a  dozen  fish  a  day  in  favourable  weather,  but 
he  will  get  most  of  them  between  six  and  eight  in 
the  evening.  Three  standard  flies  do  well  on  this 
lake  every  month — a  Mallard's  Wing  with  scarlet 
body,  with  claret,  and  with  yellow  body.  I  have 
also  taken  good  fish  with  a  Yellow  Sally,  a  Haw- 
thorn Fly,  and  a  Grannom,  the  latter  when  a  hatch 
of  small  green  flies  appear,  upon  which  the  fish 
feed  madly.  This  is  a  fly  most  difficult  to  get  a 
good  imitation  of,  and  I  venture  to  state  that  a  very 
heavy  basket  could  be  obtained  in  a  short  time 
with  a  good  pattern  of  this  little  green  insest. 

The  river  contains  some  dacent  trout  (one  of 
3Jlb.  was  taken  from  it  the  other  day  with  minnow), 
also  free,  and  its  course  is  about  two  miles,  when 
it  enters  the  sea. 

The  air,  impregnated  with  the  ozone  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  is  invigorating,  and  there  is  a 
delightful  freedom  about  the  whole  surroundings. 
Many  English  anglers  have  written  to  thank  me 
for  introducing  them  to  the  place. — Yours  truly, 

Gaerwen  N.  School,  W.  Hughes. 

Anglesey. 

HOW  TO  KEEP  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
thousands  of  minnows  both  at  my  private  residence 
and  at  the  depot,  but,  of  course,  I  have  tanks 
through  which  a  little  water  is  constantly  flowing. 
Mr.  D.  Morgan  will  find  it  difficult  to  keep  any 
number  in  the  summer  months  in  a  nine  gallon 
carboy  unless  he  frequently  changes  the  water,  and 
does  not  attempt  to  stock  more  than  a  score  to  the 
gallon.  A  few  inches  of  sharp  river  gravel,  some 
water  weeds,  and  a  few  trumpet  snails  are  also 
indispensable.  I  have  known  my  youngsters  keep 
a  few  minnows  in  a  small  aquarium  by  frequently 
changing  the  water,  and  by  feeding  them  on  ants' 
eggs,  vermicelli,  and  a  small  worm  or  two  now  and 
again. — Yours  truly,  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


'      DO  EELS  BREED  IN  CAPTIVITY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Last  October  my  husband  was  very 
lucky  with  the  silver  eels  in  the  harbour  here,  and 
as  he  brought  home  more  than  we  could  eat  I  put 
them  in  a  bucket  with  a  wire  cinder  sieve  over  the 
top  and  left  them  vmder  the  tap,  always  running. 
There  were  several  from  1  lb.  up  to  21b.,  and,  of 
course,  all  the  big  ones  were  slaughtered  first,  and 
I  have  now  some  twenty-five  or  so,  running  from 
6oz.  to  Soz.  each.  I  feed  them  sometimes  with 
garden  worms  and  the  scrapings  of  the  porridge  pot. 
Yesterday  I  upset  the  bucket,  and  on  putting  back 
the  eels  found  one  not  six  inches  long  and  of  most 
vivid  colouring — clear  black  and  yellowish  white. 
My  husband  never  brought  home  such  a  small  one, 
I  should  have  "  roasted  "  him,  and  I  always  emptied 
his  bag.  Of  course,  I  cannot  tell  by  numbers  as 
they  were  constantly  being  added  to  and  used ! — 
Yours  truly,  Dy. 

Ramsgate,  April  11. 

[I  am  afraid  that  six-inch  eel  must  have  slipped 
in  with  the  others  unnoticed. — Ed.] 


THE  CORON  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  a  query  in  your  correspond- 
ence columns  of  April  8  regarding  the  Coron  Lake, 
Anglesey.  After  some  weeks'  experience  of  it,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  is  one  of  the  most 
uncertain  lakes  I  have  ever  fished.  Personally 
speaking,  the  sport  I  enjoyed  was  excellent,  both 
for  numbers  and  size,  but  I  was  repeatedly  given  to 
understand  that  I  might  consider  myself  extremely 
lucky.  So  many  individuals,  all  of  whom  have  had 
a  long  experience  of  the  lake,  impressed  this  idea 
on  me,  that  I  am  bound  to  say  I  look  on  Coron 
with  misgivings  for  future  visits.  There  is  a  heavy 
head  of  fish,  but  they  know  a  thing  or  two  (not 
surprising  considering  the  amount  of  thrashing  they 
get),  and  rise  very  short.  My  own  impression  is 
that  they  are  frequently  amenable  to  small  flies  and 
fine  tackle — as  they  seldom  see  them.  On  dead 
calm  summer  evenings  plenty  of  fish  may  often  be 
had  from  the  bank  by  means  of  long  casts,  finest 
undrawn  gut,  and  dry  fly.  The  fish  average  fib. 
and  run  up  to  31b.,  rarely  larger. 

Granted  that  your  correspondent  is  prepared  to 
fish  fine  and  far  off,  he  should  stand  a  good  chance 
towards  the  end  of  May  on  any  sort  of  day.  Mr. 
T.  H.  Billinge,  of  the  Meyrick  Arms,  Bodorgan, 
makes  one  comfortable  at  a  very  reasonable  charge. 

The  Claret  and  Mallard  and  Cinnamon  are  useful 
patterns,  but  almost  any  fly  k'lls  at  times. — Yours 
truly,  M.  R.  L.  White, 

Fly  Fishere'  Club. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHERN  SPAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  reader  of  your  valu- 
able paper  kindly  give  a  brother  angler  some  infor- 
mation as  to  what  sort  of  fishing  may  be  obtained 
in  Northern  Spain,  and  what  tackle  to  provide  ? — 
Yours  truly,  A.  B.  W. 

[There  is  a  little  general  information  in  "  The 
Angler's  Diary,"  but  our  correspondent  should  get 
Mr.  W.  M.  Gallichan'a  "  Fishing  and  Travel  in 
Spain,"  published,  at  33.  6d.,  last  May  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Robinson,  20,  Great  Russell-street.  Unfortunately, 
many  of  the  Spanish  rivers  are  terribly  poached. 
Mr.  Gallichan  has  just  brought  out  a  capital  little 
book  on  "  Fishing  in  Derbyshire  and  Around." 
Same  price  and  publisher. — Ed.] 

CLEANING  LAKES  WITH  COPPER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  went  to  Washington,  D.C.,  the 
other  day,  and  went  to  the  United  States  Fishery 
Department  and  made  inquiry  about  the  cleaning 
lakes  with  copper,  the  question  which  you  asked 
me  when  in  London.  I  have  been  successful  in 
getting  two  copies  of  the  publication,  one  of  which 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  sending  to  you,  in  the  hope 
that  I  may  aid  you  in  a  matter  of  interest  to 
brother  anglers.  The  influence  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  reach  many  anglers  that  we  cannot 
reach  from  this  side,  and  they  will  have  to  thank 
you  for  the  means  of  giving  them  the  necessary 
knowledge  of  how  to  clean  their  lakes  and  the 
means  to  use  to  do  so.  I  trust  it  will  reach  you, 
and  will  add  to  your  pleasure  and  that  of  your 
friends. 

I  am  glad  to  show  my  appreciation  of  your 
courtesy  when  I  called  at  your  office  in  Fetter- lane, 
and  if  I  can  be  of  any  other  service  I  shall  be  glad 
to  do  so. — Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Hague  (Colonel), 
Fish  Warden,  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Fisheries, 

312,  Bissell  Block,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  U.S.A. , 
Pittsburg,  March  28. 

[I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Colonel  Hague,  and 
hope  that  before  long  it  may  be  possible  to  test  Dr. 
Moore's  really  wonderful  discovery  in  this  country. 
I  hear  it  is  meeting  with  continued  success  in 
America. — Ed.] 


SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  fished  in  most  parts  of  Scotland 
for  the  best  part  of  half  a  century,  and  can  fully 
corroborate  your  correspondent  of  April  8.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  clean  fresh-run  sea-trout  in  fresh  water  in 
Scotland  at  this  time  of  the  year,  nor  for  a  good 
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NOTICES, 

[For  Utt  of  Contentai  «««  poj^e  281,] 

Thb  Fishino  Gazbttb  fB  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  RaUway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Taclde 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  ProvinceB. 

Communicationa  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  22,  1905. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's 
Court. 

This  exhibition,  which  promises  to  be  of  the 
reatest  interest,  Tviil  be  opened  on  Saturday 
lay  6,  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  Sheriffs 
1  state.  One  of  the  attractions  will  be  a  full-sized 
iritish  cruiser  in  the  Mediterranean ;  as  we  walk 
a  the  deck  we  shall  see  some  of  the  finest  parts  of 
le  Italian  coast  sweep  past  us,  and  already  we 
a.ve  noticed  quite  a  proper  sea  smell  about  the 
lace. 


have  a  good  many  things  sent  for  notice,  but  I 
doubt  if  many  anglers  spend  more  money  on  rods, 
flies,  baits,  etc.,  than  I  do.     Then  as  regards 
noticing  things  sent  to  me,  since  what  I  value  most 
IS  the  good  opinion  of  the  readers  of  my  paper,  it 
would  be  a  very  poor  way  to  obtain  it  if  I  did 
not  do  my  best  to  give  an  honest  opinion  about 
such  things  sent  for  notice  as  I  considered  worthy 
of  their  attention.    To  endeavour  to  give  an  honest 
opinion  is  not  pretending  to  be  infallible.  Some 
things  which  I  have  noticed  favourably,  and  thought 
would  be  approved  generally,  have  not  always 
"  caught  on."    I  remember  as  a  case  in  point  that 
some  fifteen  years  ago  the  late  Mr.  Edgar  R.  Bartleet 
sent  me  a  light,  inexpensive,  collapsing  landing-net 
and  handle.    The  ring  was  formed  by  bending  two 
straight,  flat,  nickelled  steel  sides  into  a  hoop,  and 
pushing  the  end  of  one  into  the  other,  the  tension 
of  the  hoop  held  the  other  ends  firmly  in  metal  grooves 
on  the  end  of  the  light  bamboo  handle.  When 
you  have  done  fishing  you  pull  out  the  ends,  and 
the  side  bars  carrying  the  net  can   be  pushed 
along   on   each   side  of    the    handle,   the  net 
folded  round,  and  then  it  takes  no  more  space 
than  the  butt  of  a  rod,  and  can  be  tied  up  with 
it.     I  have   used   this  net  every  season  ever 
since— -more  than  any  other— and  I  bought  several 
to  give  to  friends,  but  Mr.  Bartleet  told  me  it  sold 
so  slowly  they  had  almost  ceased  to  make  it.  I 
still  consider  it  one  of  the  handiest,  lightest,  and 
strongest  things  of  the  kind  ever  invented.    It  has 
happened  to  me,  of  course,  that  I  have  spoken 
highly  of  some  rod  or  line  and  found  out  from 
friends  afterwards  that  what  were  supposed  to  be 
similar  things  have  been  not  nearly  so  good ;  they 
may  have  cost  the  maker  every  bit  as  much  but  the 
result  has  not  been  the  same.    There  is  nothing 
more  difficult  than  to  exactly  match  the  action  of 
one  rod  in  another  made  of  the  same  material  and 
the  same  size— there  seems  to  be  a  personal  element, 
an  individuality,  about  every  rod— a  hundred  may 
look  exactly  alike,  and  yet  in  use  will  develop 
perceptible  and  often  marked  differences.    I  am 
not  sure  that  this  is  not  one  of  those  things  which 
help  to  make  angling  so  perennially  interesting— in 
fact,  I  am  sure  that  it  is. 


to  help  our  Scottish  friends  in  thLs  matter  as  in 
the  case  of  getting  a  close  time  for  trout  for 
ocotland :  — 

"Just  so.  'Asked  our  reporters  not  to  report 
these  captui-es."  First  :  If  reported,  why,  unless 
you  like,  should  you  put  them  in  ?  But.  second 
''"^P'te  of  the  law,'  etc.,  why' 
as  Mr.  'C.  H.  A.'  says,  is  a  test  case  not 
instituted  by  'The  Worshipful  Company's  Trout 
Preservation  Society  '  ?  It  is  not  the  law  that  is 
to  blame,  but  the  authorities,  and  they  can't  take 
action  unless  the  cases  are  raised  and  the  witnesses 
to  the  acts  done  summoned— wcmr  reporters  for 
mstance ! 

''I  know  you  will  pardon  me  for  bothering  you, 
as  I  know  yon  really  always  do. 

"J.  A.  Haevie  Brown. 
My  only  excuse  lies  in  an  old  Scotch 
proverb— 'Aye,  Jock;  greet.  Laddie;  greet  lang 
enough  ;  and  maybe  ye'll  get  it.'  V 
Another  correspondent  says: — ^ 
"To  return  to  the  sea-trout.    You  say  in  your 
note  that  you  ask  your  reporters  not  to  report 
these  captures,  but  the  editor  is  all-powerful  and 
has  a  great  blue  pencil!    That  course  might  not 
please  certam  hotel  keepers  and  their  friends,  but 
It  would  be  a  hint  as  to  the  trend  of  public  opinion 
''I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  what  you  are 
doing  in  the  matter  of  'undrawn'  (?)  gut;  This 
thing  is  getting  serious.". 


A  Little  Personal  Matter. 

In  past  years  I  have  occasionally  put  a 
Note"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  rods  or 
shmgs  to  let  or  about  anglers  wanting  to  get  a 
>d  or  a  fishing.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that 
lybody  would  imagine  that  I  got  something  out 
:  it  in  the  way  of  commission.  But  one  week 
icently  I  had  a  proposal  made  to  me  that  if  I 
luld  get  a  tenant  for  a  fishing  I  should  have  a 
com."  on  the  rent,  and  another  proposal  was  that 
I  could  get  rods  for  a  fishery  I  should  have  so 
uch  on  each.  Both  offers  were  made  in  good 
ith— certainly  with  no  idea  of  insulting  me.  I 
eet  a  great  many  anglers,  and  have  made  a  great 
any  very  pleasant  friendships  and  acquaintances 
rough  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  when  a  friend  or 
;quaintance,  or  somebody  I  knew  something  about, 
ts  asked  me  just  to  mention  that  they  wanted  to 
t  a  rod  on  a  river,  or  get  one,  or  find  a  good 
ieper  or  get  a  place  for  one,  I  have  mentioned  it. 
Jssibly  I  should  have  been  wiser  in  the  long  run 

have  done  as  most  other  editors  do— namely, 
ferred  them  to  the  advertisement  columns.  I 
ould  never  have  thought  of  saying  that  i  do 
>t  put  m  what  are  known  as  "  paid  puffs  "  if  I  had 
•t  had  cle^r  evidence  that  some  people  thought  I 
a.  I  was  very  much  amused  by  the  remark  of 
I  onlooker  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Casting  Tourna- 
ent  last  year.  I  was  casting  at  the  time,  and  he 
ked  an  angler  standing  beside  him  who  I  was 
1  being  told,  he  said:  "Ah!  he  is  the  man  who 
ts  rods  and  tackle  sent  to  him  and  then  puffs 
em  m  his  paper."  The  angler  happened  to  be 
ST  eldest  son,  and  when  he  told  us  at  dinner  after- 
irda  we  had  a  good  laugh  over  it.    Of  course,  I 


A  Strange  Fowl  in  a  London  Garden. 

"Oh,  father,  come  and;  look,  there's  such  a 
big  bird  on  our  lawn."  "You  mean  a  black- 
bird, don't  you,  or  a  pigeon,"  I  said  to  the  small 
boy  who  just  now  rushed  in.  "  Oh  no  !  a  whacking 
big  bird  with  a  tail  as  long  as  that !  '2  A  bird  with 
a  tail  nearly  a  yard  long  was  worth  going  to  look  at. 
Then  my  wife  called  to  me  to  look  at  a  fine  cock 
pheasant !  The  bells  were  ringing  for  church,  as  I 
wondered  whether,  in  view  of  our  neighbours'  cats, 
it  would  not  be  a  merciful,  though  illegal,  thing  to 
slip  a  cartridge  into  my  gun,  when  fortunately  for 
the  peaceful  reputation  of  our  neighbourhood  the 
bird  fiew  away— if  he  went  as  the  crow  flies  he  can 
roost  on  St.  Paul's  in  about  three  miles  from  our 
lawn.  Fancy  a  cock  pheasant  coming  up  to  London 
to  look  for  a  mate.  Later :  Pheasant  reported  to 
be  sitting  on  the  ivy  on  our  garden  wall.  Fancy 
being  had  up  for  shooting  a  pheasant  in  the  close 
time  on  Sunday  afternoon  in  London!  Latest: 
One  small  angler  suggests  fishing  for  him  with  a 
worm,  and  keeping  him  alive  in  the  bicycle  shed. 


On  the  Taking  of  Kelt  Spring  Sea-Trout. 

Although,  as  I  have  often  said,  I  personally 
believe  that  the  spring  catches  of  sea-trout  are 
catches  of  kelts,  I  hardly  like  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  saying  there  are  no  fresh-run  sea-trout 
in  the  spring.  If  we  could  have  an  official  pro- 
nouncement on  the  subject  from  the  fisheries 
authorities  at  Edinburgh,  I  would  act  upon  it  in 
the  way  my  correspondents  suggest— that  is,  cut 
out  all  reports  of  sea-trout  captures  in  the  spring ; 
but  this  would  not  stop  the  practice.  The  fact 
that  we  have  published  these  reports  is  the  very 
thing  which  may  lead  to  the  practice  being  put  a 
stop  to.  I  think  that  Scottish  anglers  would  have 
a  grievance  against  me  if  I  took  upon  myself  to 
decide  such  a  question  as  this.  Nor  do  I  personally 
think  that  the  Fishmongers'  Company  should  inter- 
fere m  such  a  purely  Scottish  matter.  We  may  be 
sure  they  will  look  after  English  waters  and  after 
sea-trout  exposed  for  sale  in  England. 

I  give  extracts  from  two  letters  from  Scottish 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.    We  shall  be  glad 


The  late  Captain  Thomas  Lambert,  of  Canterbury. 

It  was  only  by  accident  I  heard  the  other  day 
through  our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Harrison  Weir  of 
the  death,  on  March  28,  of  Captain  Thomas  Lambert 
of  Canterbury,  so  well  known  and  loved  by  all 
anglers  who  know  that  charming  river,  the  Stour 
above  Canterbury.  Captain  Lambert,  with  the 
help  of  Frank  Buckland,  got  the  Stour  Fishery 
Association  established  some  fifty  years  ago,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  he  took  the 
greatest  mterest  in  it,  although  of  late  years  his 
health  prevented  active  work  for  it.  The  Captain 
was  one  of  the  kindliest  and  most  charming  men  I 
ever  met,  a  keen  fly  fisher,  and  enthusiastic  in  all 
matters  connected  with  fly  dressing.  It  was  in  1893, 
I  think,  that  he  acted  as  judge  of  hackles  at  the' 
Aquanum  Fisheries  Exhibition,  and  we  have  often 
corresponded  on  the  subject.  He  bred  birds  to  get 
hackles  of  good  colour  and  shape,  and  was  delighted 
when  they  turned  out  right,  which  is  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  nowadays— in  fact,  it  is  getting 
more  difficult  than  ever  to  get  reaUy  good  honey 
duns,  badger  hackles,  and  good  blues  small  enough 
for  dry  flies.  Captain  Lambert  was  born  on  Sept.  2, 
1825  ;  for  nearly  fifty  years  he  attended  service  at 
St.  Martin's,  Canterbury,  where  he  was  buried ;  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  all  Canterbury  (of  which 
town  he  was  mayor  in  1877)  was  represented  at  his 
funeral,  for  he  was  imiversally  loved  and  respected. 

"  How  to  Cast  a  Trout  Fly." 

In  Land  and  Water  for  April  15  there  is  a  very 
interesting  article  on  "  How  to  Cast  a  Trout  Fly  " 
by  Mr.  Fred.  G.  Shaw,  illustrated  by  some  of  the 
best  photographs  of  fly  casting  I  have  ever  seen 
and  by  some  original  diagrams  showing  the  position 
of  the  rod  at  different  times  as  the  forward  or 
back  cast  is  made.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
would-be  fly  fisher  is  wise  in  trying  to  teach  himself 
fly  casting  from  diagrams  and  written  instructions 
if  he  can  get  lessons  from  an  expert,  but  I  am 
quite  sure  where  no  such  help  is  at  hand  Mr. 
Shaw's  printed  directions  will  be  found  the  next 
best  thing,  and  they  will  assist  greatly  in  any  case, 
and  save  the  expert  a  lot  of  time.  His  diagrams 
show  what  happens  to  the  rod  and  line  in  the 
clearest  manner. 


Good  Fish  from  the  Irfon. 

A  correspondent  writes:— "A  friend  of  mine 
sent  me  some  fine  trout  from  the  Irfon.  I  wonder 
these  Brecon  streams  are  not  more  fished  in 
spring.  I  did  well  on  the  Ithon  last  year.  But 
the  Ithon  quickly  colours,  whilst  the  Irfon  does  not 
Two  of  my  friend's  fish  weighed  1  lb.  3oz.  and 
1  lb.  2oz.  respectively— not  bad  for  a  rapid  stream. 

"Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  trouble  you 
have  so  kindly  taken  in  getting  me  information 
about  the  water  at  Sprouston.  I  have  thanked 
your  courteous  correspondent.  I  have  read  the 
Fishing  Gazette  now  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  an 
immense  number  of  hmts."       R.  B.  Marston. 

[2] 
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ANGLING    IN  NEWFOUNDLAND 
FOE  THE  ATLANTIC  SALMON. 


The  salmon  of  the  British  Isles,  Norway, 
Canada,  Labrador,  and  Newfoundland  is  called  by 
the  Americans  the  Atlantic  salmon  to  distinguish  it 
from  its  congener  of  the  Pacific.  For  sport  and 
the  table  it  is  -par  excellence  the  salmon.  As  a  cold 
water  fish  its  habitat  is  further  north  than  the 
cod.  Whilst  the  true  cod  is  rarely  found  north  of 
Labrador,  salmon  and  sea-trout  go  to  the  very 
Arctic  regions,  and  form  with  the  seals  the  main 
food  of  the  Eskimos. 

In  Newfoundland  twenty  years  ago  large 
salmon  were  very  rare.  A  30-poimder,  taken  in  a 
net,  was  considered  a  prodigy.  Since  more  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  rivers  401b.  fish  are 
becoming  quite  common  in  the  markets.  The 


not  stop  until  they  reach  an  upper  lake  many 
miles  distant  where  they  spawn.'-' 

"The  flies,"  he  says,  "of  course  are  bad,  but  if 
ordinary  precautions  are  taken,  the  bother  from 
them  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

"As  regards  salmon  flies,  I  found  a  Wilkinson 
by  far  the  most  killing,  but  the  Silver  Doctor  and 
Jock  Scott  were  a  very  good  second  to  it.  The 
fishing,  except  the  wading,  is  of  the  easiest,  and 
the  water  the  most  sporting  it  has  yet  been  my 
lot  to  wet  a  line  in,  and  when  I  say  this,  I  have  in 
my  mind  some  of  the  best  casts  in  the  Tweed  and 
Black  water." 

He  recommends  anglers  to  get  to  the  southern 
Newfoundland  rivers  about  the  second  week  in 
June ;  the  streams  are  then  in  full  flood,  and  the 
big  fish  come  up  first.  Anyone  getting  to  the 
Upper  Humber  at  this  time  should  easily  get  his 
six  fish  a  day  for  the  first  fortnight ;  after  that  the 


Florida,  U.S.,  32!b.  These  two  gentlemen  come 
every  year,  and  they  invariably  get  good  sport, 
from  two  to  six  fish  a  day  for  the  first  part  of  the 
season,  later,  plenty  of  grilse  and  sea-trout.  The 
Hon.  Gathorne  Hardy's  score  at  Grand  River 
Codroy  is  only  an  ordinary  one  for  a  good  fisher- 
man. From  June  18  to  July  7  he  took  fish  of  the 
following  weights:  221b.,  2Ilb.,  lOilb.,  9Ib.,  81b., 
111b.,  91b..  101b.,  141b.,  121b„  101b.,  lOlb.,  91b.,  81b., 
and  thirty-four  grilse  from  31b.  to  61b.,  in  all  fifty- 
eight  fish.  Mr.  Daggett's  and  Mr.  Cormick's  catch 
last  year  showed  better  weights. 

Whilst  anglers  crowd  to  the  Codroy's  and  Harry's 
Brook  mamly  from  the  ease  and  facility  with 
which  they  can  be  reached  and  the  convenience  of 
having  good  boarding-houses,  such  as  Doyle's  at 
Grand  River,  Log  Cabin,  another  great  advantage 
and  special  inducement  to  some  fishermen  is  the  fact 
that  both  rivers  can  be  fished  from  a  boat  with  the 
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Newfoundland  50lb.  Salmon  Caught  in  a  Net. 


Sir  Bkyan  Leighton,  Bart.,  Gaffing  a  Salmon  (Caught 
WITH  Fly),  Upper  Humber  River,  Newfoundland. 


photograph  of  a  501b.  male  fish,  which  is  here 
shown,  was  taken  in  a  net  on  the  north-east  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  and  photographed  by  Dr. 
Williams,  R.N..  of  H.M.S.  Alert.  Admiral  Sir 
W.  R.  Kennedy,  K.C.B.,  the  well-known  sportsman, 
writes  that,  in  his  time,  in  the  colony  thirty  years 
ago  only  grilse  were  taken.  The  effect  of  policing 
the  rivers  and  appointing  river  wardens,  as  well  as 
the  alteration  of  the  laws  prohibiting  all  nets  on 
the  rivers,  has  had  a  wonderful  effect,  whilst  the 
biggest  fish  so  far  taken  with  the  fly  is  361b. 
Scores  of  20-pounders  are  taken  every  season.  Sir 
Bryan  Leighton,  writing  of  his  experience  the  past 
year  at  the  Upper  Humber,  says  : — "The  largest 
salmon  I  actually  saw  was  about  30lb.,  but 
20-pounders  were  common.  Above  the  Upper 
Humber  Falls,  for  some  reason,  the  fish  will  never 
take  a  fly,  at  least  I  have  never  heard  of  any  being 
caught,  and  my  own  experience  was  that  they 
would  not.    i  think  that  once  they  get  up  thoy  do 


grilse  begin  to  run,  and,  as  he  states,  "  become  a 
positive  nuisance,  often  taking  the  fly  from  under 
the  very  nose  of  his  senior  the  salmon."  Sir  Bryan 
mentions  that  he  ha.s  caught  and  put  back  over 
twenty  grilse  in  a  day ;  they  run  from  31b.  to  6lb.. 
and  are  most  uncommonly  lively.  The  rivers  in 
Newfoundland  most  frequented  are  those  nearest 
to  the  line  of  railway.  The  majority  of  the  anglers 
are  Americans.  As  there  are  now  splendid  facilities 
for  travelling,  they  all  come  by  rail  and  cross  the 
Gulf  in  the  palace  steamer  Bruce  of  the  Reid 
Newfoundland  Company. 

In  an  hour  or  two  after  landing  at  Port-aux- 
Basques  the  Codroy  rivers  are  reached.  Some 
stay  at  Little  River  Codroy,  where  there  is  a  very 
comfortable  boarding-house  kept  by  a  Mr.  Tompkins, 
and  every  facility  for  sport,  boatmen  and  guides. 
I  send  you  photographs  of  the  two  best  fish  taken  there 
last  season  by  Mr.  F,  J.  Doggett,  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, S4lb.  fish,  and  another  by  iir.  W.  F.  J.  Cormick, 


very  greatest  comfort  and  convenience — as  easy  as 
fishing  from  a  Thames  punt. 

There  are  about  200  salmon  rivers  in  the  colony, 
some  of  them  are  small,  and  the  fish  mainly  grilse ; 
but  there  are  scores  of  splendid  streams  holding  big 
fish.  One  of  these  is  the  Upper  Humber — it  takes 
a  day  or  so  to  get  up  to  the  good  pool ;  others  are 
the  Gander  and  Terra  Nova  and  Exploits.  On  these 
latter  rivers  last  season  I  superintended  the  putting 
up  of  salmon  passes.  We  were  quite  amateurs  at 
the  business,  and  at  first  we  made  several  mistakes, 
but  we  learned  in  time  what  was  required.  The 
first  point  we  discovered  was  the  absolute  necessity 
of  making  the  waterway  debouch  into  the  run  and 
rush  of  the  fall.  It  is  only  m  this  rough  water 
that  the  salmon  will  make  an  attempt  to  ascend. 
A  second  point  is  that  your  waterway  must  be 
kept  well  filled.  Owing  to  ice  rafting  m  the  spring 
on  Newfoundland  rivers  the  ordinary  wooden 
ladder  was  useless.    It  would  be  smashed  up  each 
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spring  like  matchwood.  Our  only  alternative, 
therefore,  was  to  blast  out  our  waterway  from  the 
solid  rock— we  formed  pool  after  pool  like  steps  of 
stairs;  when  much  broken  with  the  blast'uig,  we 
filled  in  the  cracks  with  concrete,  and  made  a  most 
efficient  and  solid  job.  It  was  costly  work,  but 
thoroughly  efficient.  At  the  Exploits  we  used  a 
backwater  that  debouched  at  the  foot  of  the  main 
fall.  We  had  to  blast  out  a  trench  500ft.  long 
before  we  came  to  the  final  descent  of  25ft.  in  six 
steps  or  pools. 

We  proved  conclusively  the  effect  of  the  ladder 
on  the  fish.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  after  the 
last  blast  on  the  ladder  at  the  lower  falls  of  Terra 
Nova  river  forty-five  salmon  passed  up  the  water- 
way. Four  hours  later  we  saw  eight  or  ten  salmon 
pass  through  the  rapids  above,  but  it  was  fully 
three  weeks  later  before  any  fish  were  seen  above 
the  upper  falls. 

The  water  in  the  river,  until  the  end  of  August, 
was  rather  lower  than  usual,  and  for  some  reason 
the  fish  remained  in  the  large  and  very  deep  pools, 
which  are  a  remarkable  feature  of  this  stream. 
There  are  twenty  fine  pools  in  about  eleven  miles 
of  water,  one  is  over  30ft.  deep,  300  yards  long, 
and  100  yards  wide.  Here,  under  the  big  fall,  the 
fish  remained  for  nearly  three  weeks.  My  experi- 
ence of  the  salmon  in  Newfoundland  shows  clearly 
that  in  ascending  falls  the  salmon  merely  follows  a 
blind,  overpowering  impulse,  no  mtelligence  is 
shown  in  selecting  the  best  places  to  jump.  At 
the  big  falls  on  the  Upper  Humber  dozens  of  fish 
may  be  seen  all  day  jumping  at  places  in  the  cataract 
^  impossible  to  surmount.    This  goes  on  for  hours  ; 


I  have  not  made  any  mention  of  trout.  Both 
brown  and  sea- trout  abound  everywhere.  In  some 
of  our  western  rivers  they  run  to  81b.,  and  on  the 
Labrador  as  high  as  101b.  and  121b.  Brown  trout 
are  rarely  taken  over  51b.  in  weight.  To  show  how 
easily  fish  are  taken  in  our  rivers,  last  summer  a 
son  of  the  manager  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  St. 
Johns,  a  boy  of  thirteen,  with  no  experience,  caught 
in  the  Terra  Nova  and  an  affluent  in  one  day  five 
small  salmon  and  seventeen  trout,  from  -Jib.  to 
3|lb.  We  have  no  salmon  disease  and  no  grouse 
disease.  D.  W.  Pkowse. 


ME.  ANDEEW  LANG  ON  TEOUT 
AND  TEOUT  FISHING. 

Anglebs  who  like  good  reading  should  keep  a 
monthly  eye  on  Longman's  Magazine.  In  the 
coming  May  number  Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  who  con- 
tributes delightful  notes  every  month,  says  :  

"The  time  has  come  to  think  of  trout  and  of 
catching  them,  and  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  '  Ti-out 
Fishing  '  is  a  source  of  reflection.  Beginning  -with 
trout  flies,  he  somehow  '  gets  caught  up '  in  a 
treatise  on  Calvinism  and  'scientific  Determinism.' 
About  Calvin  I  should  be  happy  to  discourse, 
though  I  never  heard-  that  he  even  trolled  with  a 
minnow  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  but  '  Determinism ' 
is  another  affair.  On  looking  at  Mr.  Hodgson's 
coloured  prints  of  flies  one  sees  that  they  are  big 
ones,  and  are  meant  to  be  fished  with  wet.  Now, 
it  seems  that  Mr.  Hodgson  himself  can  and  does 
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only  a  very  few  of  the  fish  seem  to  have  found 
the  one  spot— a  small  ledge  in  the  middle  of  the 
cataract,  where  the  feat  of  passing  over  the  falls 
may  be  accomplished,  and  only  a  few  of  the 
strongest  fish  get  over  the  obstacle.  Whilst  this 
mad  impulse  to  jump  is  on  the  fish  they  will  take 
no  notice  of  the  fly.  When  it  ceases,  and  not 
until  then,  will  the  angler's  sport  begin. 

If  the  policing  of  the  ri  vers  in  the  colony  is  main- 
tained, the  island  will  become  celebrated  for  big 
salmon  as  well  as  for  the  vast  number  of  fish  in  its 
rivers.  This  is  not  quite  the  case  now.  Every  visitor 
recognises  the  abundance  of  fish.  Heavy  fi ah  are  taken 
in  considerable  numbers,  but  the  grilse  are  still 
tremendously  in  evidence.  All  experience  points  to 
an  increase  in  size  every  year.  The  wardens  in  both 
Codroys  report  seeing  each  season  very  large  fish  in 
the  pools.  Some  may  say  they  are  mistaken.  I  think 
not.  Forty-pounders  are  now  frequently  taken  in 
nets  on  the  coast,  especially  in  the  late  autumn. 
I  have  given  a  picture  of  a  50-pounder.  I  will 
venture  to  predict  that  in  a  few  years  Newfound- 
land will  become  as  celebrated  for  its  monster 
salmon  as  it  is  now  for  its  abundance  of  fish. 
What  makes  one  feel  very  hopeful  about  the  future 
prospects  of  salmon  in  Newfoundland  are  prm- 
cipally  the  immense  increase  recently  in  the  size  of 
the  fish  and  the  enormous  quantities  of  young 
salmon  in  the  rivers.  The  upper  waters  of  the 
Terra  Nova  and  Exploits  rivers  are  teemmg  with 
land-locked  salmon.  When  the  sea-salmon  get  into 
these  higher  reaches  and  lakes,  I  believe  that,  as 
the  fish  are  gregarious,  they  will  accompany  the 
sea-salmon  back  to  the  salt  water  and  still  further 
increase  our  stock  of  the  Salmonidte. 


catch  trout  with  wet  flies  in  chalk  streams  (not 
merely  in  a  breeze  in  a  flat — everybody  can  do 
that),  and,  as  he  can  succeed  thus,  the  problem  is 
settled,  solvitur  ambulando.  The  thing  can  be 
done.  But  most  people  cannot  do  the  trick. 
Being  congenitally  a  duffer,  and  very  short-sighted] 
I  can  seldom  catch  a  trout  with  a  dry  fly  in  a 
chalk  stream.  With  a  wet  fly  I  cannot  catch 
them  at  all,  except  in  a  wind,  or  when  they  are 
grubbing  in  weeds  and  pushing  up  their  tails,  when 
they  will  sometimes  take  a  wet  fly.  That,  as  a 
rule,  they  immensely  prefer  a  dry  fly,  when  they 
are  rising  at  natural  floating  flies,  is  experience  so 
common  as  to  be  almost  universal.  Mr.  Hodgson 
himself  is  the  exception;  he  can  take  such  trout 
with  wet  flies.  But  the  rest  of  mankind,  who 
cannot  do  so,  will  go  on  using  dry  flies.  Even  in  a 
rapid  Highland  stream,  the  Tummel,  I  have  seen  a 
very  good  fisher  fail  to  get  a  trout  till  I  advised 
him  to  dry  his  files,  which  he  did,  for  the  first 
time,  and  then  he  was  successful. 

"  Mr.  Hodgson  remarks  that  Greenweli's  Glory 
'is  not  green.'  Of  course  it  is  named  after  the 
mventor,  the  Rev.  Canon  Greenwell,  of  Durham, 
the  eminent  archaeologist.  Long  ago  the  learned 
Canon  saw  the  trout  eagerly  take  a  certain  fiy— its 
entomological  name  I  know  not*— and  had  it 
imitated  in  a  rough-and-ready  way.  His  success 
was  great,  and  if  the  Canon  had  a  royalty  of  a 

Canon  Greenwell  published  the  dressing  in  the 
Fishmq  Gazette  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago 
I  beheve  the  fly  is  intended  to  reprejent  the  Iron 
Blue.  The  wingj  should  be  waterhen,  and  not 
woodcock  as  in  a  pattern  Fent  me  by  a  London 
house  the  other  day, — R.  B.  M, 


penny  a  gross  on  Greenweli's  Glories,  he  would  be 
rich  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice.  There  seems 
to  be  no  copyright  in  artificial  flies;  the  Society  of 
Authors  should  look  into  this  matter. 

''Mr.  Hodgson  is  quite  right  in  advising  in  a 
loch  the  use  of  the  finest  gut  compatible  with 
strength.  I  once  fished  a  Highland  loch,  using  the 
same  flies  as  a  friend  (the  Wasp  was  the  favourite), 
but  employing  the  finest  gut  of  the  chalk  stream. 
My  friend,  who  used  the  ordinary  thick  gut  of 
Highland  lochs,  had  scarcely  a  rise,  while  for  once 
I  was  lucky,  and  got  a  number  of  sea- trout  and  a 
salmon.  The  water  was  brown,  and  there  was 
plenty  of  breeze,  yet  the  fish  preferred  the  flies  on 
fine  gut. 

"  I  do  not  know  who  believes,  as  Mr.  Hodgson 
says  people  do  believe,  that  'in  the  Kennet  the 
trout  are  proof  against  all  flies  but  the  May  Fly.' 
In  a  ripple  on  the  long,  dead  flats  the  trout  of 
Kennet  take  a  wet  fly  just  as  trout  do  in  a  Highland 
loch.  But  the  big  ones— of  from  31b.  to  81b.— are 
total  abstainers  on  these  occasions  (as  far 'as  my 
experience  goes),  and  they  do  take  the  May  Fly. 
If  the  rule  of  the  water  is  that  you  return  every- 
thing under  21b.,  the  wet  fly  is  not  of  much  avail 
in  the  Kennet,  though  a  man  may  catch  dozens 
of  trout  under  weight.  When  the  trout  miss  the 
natural  fly  in  the  Kennet  (and  I  have  seen  them 
miss  more  often  than  they  scored),  there  is  not 
much  use  in  fishing  for  them.  They  do  not  mean 
business,  just  as  a  salmon  is  only  playing  when  he 
keeps  on  'coming  short'  at  the  artificial" fly.  But 
Mr.  Hodgson  seems  to  find  that  trout  miss  the  real 
fly  very  often,  whereas  I  have  seldom  seen  it  happen. 
He  argues  that  they  do  not  feed  in  earnest  till 
many  real  flies  have  been  drenched.  It  is  a  painful 
circumstance  that  Mr.  Hodgson  would  rather  like 
to  see  worm  fishing  permitted  on  chalk  streams. 
There  ought  to  be  no  fishing  with  the  worm  at  all- 
it  is  not  fair  on  the  worm.  If  I  could  forgive  Mr. 
Hodgson  it  would  be  for  the  sake  of  his  fantasy  '  The 
Whustler,'  which  is  a  fishmg  story  of  unequalled 
merit  and,  of  course,  of  a  mythical  complexion." 


THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLEE,  LTD., 
BIEMINGHAM. 


Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  during 
the  past  few  weeks  in  Birmingham  angling  circles 
owing  to  the  enterprise  manifested  by  the  Compleat 
Angler,  Ltd.,  in  taking  extensive  premises  at  30  and 
32,  Worcester-street,  Birmingham,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  Midland  anglers. 

The  business,  which  opened  its  doors  to  the  public 
on  April  6,  will  be  devoted  entirely  to  angling— 
that  is,  the  sale  of  fishmg  tackle  and  live  fish  for 
stocking  purposes ;  and  having  excellent  facilities 
for  carrying  a  large  stock,  the  company  will  study 
the  respective  needs  and  luxuries  in  each  branch  of 
angling. 

A  feature  of  the  window  display  is  a  massive  glass 
tank,  constructed  to  carry  one  aqd  a  half  tons  of 
water,  in  which  are  seen  four  zebra  trout— hybrids 
between  S.  fontinalis  and  ^S".  irideris;  I  believe  Herr 
Jaffe,  the  eminent  ichthyologist,  first  introduced  their 
kind,  the  largest  weighing  upwards  of  31b.  Des- 
patched two  months  ago  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  Co.,  Ltd.,  Scorton,  these  beautifully  marked 
fish  thrive  well  in  Welsh  water  (Birmingham's  recent 
acquisition  in  the  Elan  valley),  about  800  gallons 
thereof  passmg  through  the  tank  every  twenty-four 
hours,  and  already  accustomed  to  their  new  sur- 
roundmgs  afford  no  little  amusement  to  the  man  in 
the  street,  fiattening  his  nose  against  the  wmdow 
pane,  when  they  have  stolen  unawares  upon  an 
unsuspectmg  minnow,  for  which  they  have  a  decided 
penchant,  that  has  dared  to  leave  its  stronghold 
beneath  some  stone.  There  are  many  remarkable 
malformations  peculiar  to  inter-breeding,  but  few 
take  the  form  of  the  absence  of  the  adipose  fin.  as 
noticeable  in  the  case  of  one  of  these  zebras— a  fin« 
healthy  fish  of  2^1  b. 

In  the  adjacent  window  is  a  capital  array  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  bottom  rods,  and  numerous 
other  accessories  incidental  to  angling,  which  alto- 
gether render  the  exhibit  of  the  Compleat  Angler, 
Ltd.,  most  attractive.  Midlandeej 

Casey  :  "  'Tis  hard  luck  about  Kearney.  Oi  hear 
he  had  to  have  his  leg  cut  off  bechune  the  ankle  an' 
the  knee."  Cassidy :  "Ay!  the  docthers  decided 
that  to  save  the  whole  leg  they'd  have  to  cut  ofi 
part  of  it." 
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ANGLING  IN  NOKWAY. 


THE  TANA  RIVER. 


From  the  Swedish  frontier  to  the  west  coast, 
from  the  Ghristiania  fjord  to  the  North  Gape,  the 
scenic  and  other  attractions  of  Norway  are  annually- 
exploited  by  such  numbers  of  foreigners  that  it  is 
now  no  easy  matter  for  the  angler  in  search  of  a 
quiet  little  spot  to  find  a  comer  where  he  can  peace- 
fully indulge  in  his  favourite  pastime,  and  fill  his 
creel  with  respectably  sized  trout.  The  gilt  is  pretty 
nearly  all  gone,  and  the  coimtry,  as  an  angling 
resort  for  Englishmen  especially,  is  almost  as  well 
known  as  Scotland. 

One  portion  of  Norway,  however,  remains  even 
now  practically  unexplored — or  at  least  it  was  so 
when  I  visited  the  country  four  years  ago — although 
easily  accessible  from  the  coast,  and  few  indeed  are 
those  who  penetrate  to  the  mosquito-stricken  wilds 
of  inner  Finmarken,  haunt  of  the  reindeer,  the 
wolf,  and  the  glutton,  with  its  lonely  lakes  and 
birch-environed  tarns,  whence  flow  the  great  rivers 
to  the  north  and  west.  There  the  trout  fisherman 
can  pass  the  short  Lapland  summer  beneath  the 
ra,ys  of  a  sun  which  never  sets  for  weeks  together 
without  meeting  a  human  being  other  than  an 
occasional  Lapp.  He  can  fill  his  basket,  however 
capacious,  as  often  as  he  pleases ;  and  he  can,  if 
provided  with  an  effective  antidote  against  the 
insect  swarms,  enjoy  a  free  life  in  a  really  wild  and 
perfectly  unsophisticated  region. 

The  traveller's  house  is  his  tent,  his  means  of 
conveyance  a  long  canoe  propelled  by  a  couple  of 
natives,  and  for  food,  beyond  what  he  carries  with 
him,  he  is  dependent  upon  rod  and  gun.  Perhaps 
the  most  convenient  route  to  this  outlying  part  of 
Scandinavia  is  by  way  of  the  great  water  system  of 
the  Tana ;  and,  if  salmon  fishing  be  only  of  secondary 
importance  and  an  odd  fish  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
collateral  possibility,  the  second  week  in  July  Is  the 
best  time  to  start  on  the  up-country  journey.  The 
heavy  snow  flood  has  then  gone  down,  the  weather 
is  likely  to  be  fine,  and  there  is  no  night. 

The  head  of  the  Tana  fjord  (which  may  be  reached 
by  steamer  from  Trondhjem)  is  not  an  attractive 
spot;  bare,  desolate  looking  hills  surround  it.  Seals, 
in  pursuit  of  the  shoals  of  salmon,  are  everywhere  in 
evidence  ;  immense  numbers  of  dry  codfish  adorn 
the  rocks ;  while  hundreds  of  screaming  gulls  hover 
overhead.  But  there  is,  fortunately,  no  need  for 
spending  much  time  here.  At  the  local  merchant's 
store  on  the  little  island  of  Guldholmen  a  crew  of 
Lapps  is  secured  without  much  difficulty,  and 
within  a  few  hours  of  his  arrival  the  traveller  may 
start  on  his  long  journey  to  the  upper  waters.  The 
Lapps  load  the  boat  with  great  care,  and  with  a  view 
not  only  to  its  being  properly  trimmed,  but  also  to 
the  comfort  of  the  passenger.  In  the  centre  of  the 
light  craft  the  latter  lies  extended  on  his  rugs,  which 
cover  a  layer  of  freshly  cut  and  pliant  birch  branches. 
At  his  back  some  piece  of  luggage — the  tent,  it  may 
be — is  placed.  Other  items  of  impedimenta  give 
support  to  the  feet,  while  rods  and  gun  lie  handy 
for  use. 

For  some  twenty  miles  there  is  no  break  in  the 
monotonous  character  of  the  river,  which  flows 
smoothly  over  a  broad  shallow  bed,  intersected  with 
many  channels,  and  the  Lapps,  stripped  of  their 
picturesque  headgear  and  all  superfluous  raiment, 
pole  the  long  canoe  without  difiiculty  against  the 
gentle  and  steady  current ;  but  at  Seida  (where  a 
road  from  Nyborg,  on  the  Varanger  fjord,  comes 
on)  there  is  a  fine  long  rapid,  where  salmon  may  be 
captured  with  the  rod  later  in  the  season,  and  which 
takes  some  time  to  ascend. 

The  first  night  is  spent  at  the  little  settlement  of 
Polmak,  and  six  or  eight  hours  of  the  following  day 
are  occupied  in  negotiating  the  passage  of  the  Storr 
Foss,  a  series  of  heavy  rapids  somewhat  over  a  mile 
in  length,  where  there  are  some  excellent  low-water 
casts  for  salmon.  Above  this  point  the  river  forms 
the  frontier  with  Russia,  and  about  eighteen  miles 
further  up,  where  the  Utsjok  joins  the  main  stream, 
stands  the  lonely  abode  of  the  Russian  foged. 
Immediately  below  the  house  of  this  official  is  one 
of  the  finest  salmon  casts  on  the  Tana — the  Utsjok 
Guoika — and  for  many  miles  above  one  splendid 
pool  follows  another  in  endless  succession^ 

Every  twelve  hours  or  so  a  modest  camp  is 
pitched,  and  should  the  capture  of  a  salmon — not 
an  unfrequent  occurrence — have  formed  part  of  the 
preceding  day's  programme,  steaks  from  its  broad 
flanks  are  soon  frizzling  over  the  birchwood  fire 
alongside  the  inevitable  coffee  kettle. 


Before  retiring  beneath  their  raggas,  a  piece  of 
canvas  stretched  over  an  improvised  framework  of 
birch  boughs,  without  which  these  wandering  Lapps 
never  travel  in  summer,  under  the  benign  influences 
of  food  and  drink,  they  are  partial  to  describing 
familiar  scenes  and  incidents  in  their  singular  lives. 
They  tell  of  the  wolves  that  prowl  roimd  their  herds 
of  reindeer  when  in  the  winter  pastures,  and  of  the 
terrible  snowstorms  which  at  that  time  of  the  year 
sweep  across  the  wastes ;  of  salmon  of  huge  dimen- 
sions, and  of-places  where  the  atmosphere  is  com- 
posed entirely  of  mosquitoes ;  of  dangerous  passes 
and  rapids  ;  of  bear  hunting  among  the  mountains ; 
of  wild  goose  chasing  by  the  lakes ;  of  the  descent 
of  the  Storr  Foss  when  in  snow  flood,  lashed  to  a 
timber  raft. 

The  Tana  is  no  longer  what  it  used  to  be,  the 
finest  stretch  of  free  and  practically  untenanted 
salmon  water  in  Scandinavia,  for  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  its  course  Lapps  in  their  canoes 
are  constantly  to  be  met  with  during  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  crossing  and  recrossing  the 
pools.  Their  rods  are  short  and  home  made,  their 
huge  wooden  reels  and  the  line  which  they  hold 
are  also  primitive,  and  their  lures  are  not  artistic 
creations,  consisting  as  they  mostly  do  of  pieces 
of  old  copper  kettles  or  preserved  meat  tins  cut 
into  the  shape  of  spoons;  but  they  catch  a  lot 
of  fish  nevertheless.  They  are  exceedingly  well 
acquainted  with  the  river,  and  have  a  remarkably 
good  idea  in  what  height  of  water  and  at  what 
period  of  the  twenty-four  hours  each  pool  fishes 
best.  They  even  adapt  the  size  of  the  lure  em- 
ployed to  the  depth  of  each  cast,  and  they  are 
very  knowing  about  files.  When  "stacking"  up 
stream  or  rowing,  their  conversation  refers  almost 
entirely  to  salmon ;  how  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  they  are  always  on  the  move  upwards ; 
how  each  has  its  resting  place,  which  constitutes 
its  headquarters  until  spawning  time  comes  around ; 
and  how,  with  a  change  in  the  state  of  the  water,  it 
moves  away  from  and,  after  an  interval,  returns  to 
the  same  spot.  Personally,  I  have  had  frequent 
practical  proof  of  their  local  knowledge.  Thus  on 
one  occasion,  having  fished  a  famous  series  of  pools 
blank,  my  Lapp  suddenly  brought  the  boat  round, 
head  to  stream,  at  a  spot  they  had  previously 
always  passed  by.  It  was  an  insignificant  hole  in 
the  middle  of  a  shallow  reach,  where  the  river  ran 
over  gravelly  banks  at  least  300  yards  wide ;  but 
from  it  I  took  with  the  fly,  one  after  another,  five 
salmon,  all  over  221b.  apiece. 

A  favourite  subject  of  conversation,  too,  is  the 
place  below  the  uppermost  fall,  beyond  which 
salmon  cannot  go,  where,  although  assembled  in 
great  numbers,  they  will  take  no  lure,  and  where, 
therefore,  other  means  less  lawful  must  be  em- 
ployed for  their  capture.  Of  the  many  thousands 
of  salmon  which  annually  ascend  this  magnificent 
river  system,  which  with  its  tributaries  is  accessible 
to  migratory  fish  for  at  least  four  hundred  miles,  a 
very  small  number  indeed  ever  make  their  way 
back  to  the  sea,  the  Lapps,  to  whom  they  represent 
an  important  means  of  existence,  taking  them  by 
any  possible  means. 

The  most  destructive  method  employed  on  the 
upper  waters  used  to  be— and  I  should  very  much 
doubt  its  having  even  now  fallen  altogether  into 
desuetude — that  known  as  goldin.  The  modus 
operandi  was  simplicity  itself.  At  the  foot  of  a 
long  reach  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  which  was 
known  to  hold  a  large  quantity  of  fish,  a  line  of 
stakes  was  placed  right  across  the  river,  and  upon 
these  a  strong  net  was  fastened,  a  second  line 
of  stakes  being  similarly  placed  a  little  way  further 
up.  Then,  by  means  of  a  drift  net  introduced  at 
the  head  of  the  reach  and  drawn  down  stream,  all 
the  fish  were  driven  into  the  space  between  the 
two  lines  of  stakes.  Upon  the  upper  of  these  also 
nets  were  then  promptly  fixed  and  escape  rendered 
impossible.  A  performance  of  this  kind  generally 
resulted  in  a  big  haul,  which  caused  great  rejoicing ; 
but  the  division  of  the  spoil  not  infrequently 
induced  differences  of  opinion,  and  matters  were 
ultimately  arranged  through  the  medium  of  a  free 
fight. 

Living,  as  many  of  them  do,  entirely  by  hunting, 
trapping,  and  fishing,  these  inhabitants  of  inner 
Finmarken  are  exceedingly  clever  at  circumventing 
the  various  kinds  of  birds  and  animals,  and  some 
of  their  contrivances  for  the  capture  of  gluttons, 
foxes,  ducks  (whose  eggs  and  feathers  they  utilise), 
etc.,  are  very  original  and  efl^ective.  In  order,  too, 
to  keep  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  which  pro- 
hibits the  extension  of  a  net  from  one  bank  beyond 


the  middle  of  the  stream,  they  connect  the  outer 
end  with  the  opposite  shore  by  means  of  a  rope 
under  water.  To  this  rope  bunches  of  twigs  are 
attached  at  intervals,  and  their  vibration  has  the 
effect  of  scaring  the  fish  toward  the  net.  With  the 
same  object,  too,  they  drop  a  quantity  of  white 
stones  over  that  portion  of  the  river  bed  to  which 
the  net  does  not  extend.— Wild  Tuekey  in  SJioot- 
ing  and  Fishing  (New  York). 


GOOD  PEOSPECTS  FOE  EASTEE 
IN  THE^OETH. 

For  the  first  time  for  some  six  weeks  the  supply 
of  salmon  and  trout  in  the  Aberdeen  market  on 
Friday  morning,  April  14,  was  pronounced  to  be 
"good."  The  show  was  a  delightful  one,  as  far  as 
the  netter  was  concerned,  and  to  the  eye  of  the 
angler  an  mdex  that  a  change  had  at  last  come, 
and  that  better  times  were  at  hand.  All  through 
March  and  till  now  the  supplies  have  been  "  meagre," 
"poor,"  "wretched,"  and  on  some  occasions  almost 
complete  blanks.  On  one  notable  occasion  one 
small  fish  of  41b.  represented  the  total  results  of  the 
fishings  at  four  stations,  and  the  combined  labours 
of  some  twenty-eight  men  !  Nor  is  this  from  purely 
local  causes.  All  round  the  east  coast  there  has 
been  the  same  slump  in  the  salmon  supply,  and  in 
some  districts  in  Sutherland  very  few  fish  have  been 
as  yet  got  since  the  netting  commenced,  all  on 
account  of  the  wretched  weather. 

On  the  coast,  storms,  ground  swells,  and  a  series 
of  gales  kept  the  fish  off,  and  when  this  is  the  case 
for  any  length  of  time,  weeks  on  end,  it  takes  weeks 
again  to  draw  them  on,  and  especially  so  when  there 
is  an  absence  of  the  usual  spring  floods.  On  the 
midland  and  far  inland  reaches,  once  the  pools  are 
stocked  they  are  all  rights 

Now  the  conditions  are  changed.  For  the  second 
time  since  April  came  in  the  rivers  are  "  mountains  " 
high.  They  are  surging  from  bank  to  bank,  not  so 
much  with  snow-broth,  as  was  the  case  some  weeks 
ago,  as  with  a  good  admixture  of  the  more  welcome 
and  more  softening  rains.  There  is  some  snow  on 
the  hills  to  keep  them  fairly  high  for  some  time, 
and  meantime  they  are  getting  the  thorough  clean 
out  they  are  needing,  and  at  the  same  time  provid- 
ing the  freshet  necessary  to  bring  the  sea  fish  on  to 
the  coast.  The  spring  season  may  be  a  short  one, 
but  the  change  comes  most  timeously  for  the 
Easter  recess. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  favouring  floods  has 
been  an  enhancement  of  sport  all  round.  On  the 
King's  water  at  Balmoral,  where  Sir  Dighton 
Probyn  is  meantime  angling,  as  well  as  on  the 
Ba,llater  waters,  five  and  six  fish  are  being  creeled 
daily,  and  all  the  way  down  the  Dee  a  very  con- 
siderable improvement  is  being  experienced.  Only 
on  a  few  sections  has  there  been  a  successful  spring 
fishing,  now  sport  is  general  all  over.  On  the 
Caimton  water,  for  instance.  Lord  Penrhyn's  party 
has  creeled  200  fish  up  to  date,  while  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Cambus  O'May  water  has  almost  fished 
blank.  What  is  true  of  the  Dee  apphes  more  or 
less  to  all  east  coast  rivers,  and  from  reports  to 
hand  from  Spey,  Deveron,  Shin,  etc.,  sport  reigns 
supreme. 

The  larger  lures  are  just  now  in  vogue,  but  this  is 
more  on  account  of  the  amount  of  snow-broth  than 
anything  else.  In  a  day  or  two  the  1  Jin.  and  Uin. 
hooks  will  be  found  the  kiUing  sizes  in  such  flies"  as 
the  Jock  Scott,  Gordon,  Akroyd,  Mar  Lodge,  and 
Bumble  Bee.  The  March  Brown  is  a  favourite 
salmon  and  grilse  lure,  as  well  as  the  most  popular 
of  finnock  and  sea-trout  fancies,  and  just  now  they 
are  on  the  various  waters  literally  in  shoals.  The 
Phantom  and  Devon  may  find  a  place  with  some, 
but  the  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures,  both  for  sport  and 
fish,  during  April  and  May. 

The  trout  angler's  heart  is  rejoicing.  Not  for 
some  six  years  has  there  been  such  favouring  Easter 
waters  nor  so  heavy  creels. 

The  finnock  fisher  is  also  filling  his  creel.  The  fly 
is  always  his  best  friend.  The  best  killing  flies  for 
both  brown  trout  and  finnock  that  are  at  present  in 
vogue  are  the  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Saltoun,  Dunkeld,  Cinnamon,  Palmer 
(Soldier),  Quill  (Red),  and  the  various  local  killers 
which  are  always  to  be  found  in  abundance  at  every 
fishing  centre. 

One  may  drop  in  anywhere  just  now  north  of 
the  Border  and  find  abundance  of  good  sport,  only 
keep  to  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  for  trout,  near 
the  tidals  for  finnock,  and  almost  anywhere  for 
Salmo  solar.  G.  M. 


April  22,  1905 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


275 


SEA  ANGLING  AT  SOUTHAMPTON. 


r 


SoxjTHAMPTON,  from  ita  position,  offers  many 
advantages  to  the  sea  angler.  It  is  only  a  dozen 
miles  from  the  Solent,  and  an  hour  and  three- 
quarters  rim  from  London.  There  are  numerous 
boat  builders  from  whom  rowing  boats  and  steam 
launches  may  be  hired  at  most  reasonable  terms. 
There  are  also  many  professional  fishermen  and 


pity  the  Harbour  Board  allows  fishermen  to  net 
these  waters,  who  xmfortunately  destroy  many 
thousands  of  immature  fish.  The  variety  of  fish 
taken  at  Southampton  is  large,  and  include, 
amongst  others,  red  and  grey  mullet,  bass,  whitmg, 
pout,  dabs,  plaice,  soles,  rock  whiting,  bream, 
mackerel,  eels,  skate,  and  conger.  Dogfish  are  at 
times  a  great  nuisance.  Bass  fishing  has  already 
commenced,  and  will  continue  right  up  to  October. 
Grey  mullet  come  up  about   the  end  of  April, 


not  count.  Mr.  Starkey  is  an  enthusiastic  fisher- 
man (whose  forbears  were  also  well-known  anglers), 
and  has  fished  the  world  round  practically.  Some 
few  years  ago  he  had  a  pleasure  trip  round  the 
world,  and  fished  wherever  and  whenever  chance 
would  permit. 

Bait  is  naturally  difficult  to  procure  just  now, 
but  as  soon  as  crabs  get  plentiful  we  shall  have 
angling  off  the  pier  in  full  swing. 

Campbell  McPhersox  (B.S.A.S.). 


iMR.  T.  St.\rkey,  of  the  Union  Castle  ss.  "Saxon." 


boatmen  who  are  always  ready  to  render  service  to 
the  inexperienced.  E.  Banks,  of  Hythe,  and 
Tuckey,  of  Netley,  are  well  known  to  all  sea 
anglers.  The  great  drawback  to  Southampton  as 
a  sea  fishing  resort,  especially  to  excursionists,  in 
the  past  has  been  the  restriction  placed  by  the 
Harbour  Board  on  fishermen  using  the  pier  and 
quay  after  10  a.m.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say 
that  the  Harbour  Board  in  their  wisdom  have 
at  last  withdrawn  this  restriction,  and  anglers 
may  now  use  the  pier  for  fishing  as  long  as 
they  please,  provided  always  they  behave  them- 
selves. 

Southampton  Water,  above  the  pier,  forms  a 
natural  nursery  for  young  fish,  and  it  is  a  great 


and  afford  capital  sport  imtil  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  old  Southamptonian,  Mr.  T.  Starkey,  of  the 
Union  Castle  ss.  Saxon,  has  just  come  home  from 
South  Africa,  bringing  back  proof  of  having  had  a 
good  time  of  it.  The  enclosed  photograph  will  give 
a  very  good  idea  of  the  sport  he  gets  at  the  Cape. 
On  four  days  in  February  he  had  12061b.  of  fish- 
on  Feb.  17,  at  Algoa  Bay,  he  had  three  fish, 
averaging  431b.  each;  on  Feb.  18,  mneteen  fish, 
averaging  161b.  each;  on  Feb.  24.  twenty-nine 
fish,  averaging  171b.  each  (these  two  last  at  East 
London) ;  and  on  Feb;  25,  at  Algoa  Bay,  he  had 
seven  fish,  averaging  401b.  each.  The  largest  was 
53|Ib.    Besides  these  he  had  five  sharks,  which  do 


NOTES  ON  EESEKVOIK 
FISHING. 

By  "Lancashire  Lad." 


FLY 


{Continued  from  page  225.) 
PART  IV; 

Mainly  about  Fues — A  Weather  Tip— Wanted 
a  May  Fly — Evening  Fishing,  Etc. 
If  one  detail  of  the  fly  fisher's  equipment  excites 
his  interest  more  than  any  other  it  is  naturally 
enough  artificial  flies,  and  the  choice  of  appropriate 
patterns.  Should  you  at  any  time  have  an  pxtra 
good  catch,  your  angling  friends  may  exhibit  little 
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curiosity  as  to  your  tackle  or  your  methods  in 
general,  but  they  will  endeavour  by  every  possible 
means  to  ascertainy  "What  fly,  sir  ?  "-  and  if  they 
don't  happen  to  possess  an  exact  copy  of  the  one 
shown  to  them,  they  won't  be  happy  till  they  get 
it.  Nay,  they  will  be  heard  to  declare  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern  that  all  other  flies  are  "simply 
nowhere  in  it,"  and  so  on,  ad  libi  Doubtless,  in 
river  fishing,  too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to 
choice  of  flies,  and  presumably  the  hundreds  of 
difierent  patterns  already  evolved  will  continue  to 
be  added  to  so  long  as  the  art  of  fly  fishing  pro- 
gresses.- In  lake  or  reservoir  fishing,  and  especially 
in  the  latter,  it  will,  I  tiiink,  be  manifest  from  the 
following  notes  that  there  is  no  need  for  any  large 
assortment  of  patterns ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  any  or  all  kinds  are  suitable;  In  the  first  place, 
the  flies  must  be  dressed  for  the  purpose  of  wet-fly 
fishing.  The  writer  has  no  prejudice  at  aU  against 
dry  flies,  and,  indeed,  often  uses  the  dry-fly  when 
fishing  a  suitable  river.  Such  flies,  however,  with 
their  full,  split,  and  upturned  wings,  and  their 
bushy  hackles,  are  totally  unsuited  for  fishing  in 
the  manner  described  in  the  foregoing  section  of 
these  notes.  The  ideal  fly  for  this  purpose  is 
dressed  with  a  slender  body,  very  few  turns  of  the 
hackle  feather,  and  wings,  if  employed  at  all,  are 
narrow  and  dressed  comparatively  flat.  I  propose 
to  pass  over  unnoticed  dozens  of  patterns  that  I 
have  occasionally  kflled  trout  with  in  reservoir 
fishing,  the  continued  use  of  which  has  not  been 
justifiable,  either  in  the  light  of  theory  or  practice, 
and  in  naming  the  limited  number  I  recommend,  I 
am,  at  any  rate,  quite  satisfied  as  to  their  virtues. 
I  cannot  perhaps  do  better  than  follow  the  orthodox 
plan  of  taking  the  season  through  in  the  natural 
order  of  the  months ;  as  a  preliminarv.  how- 
ever, let  it  be  noted  that  if  at  any  time  no 
particular  individual  fly  is  prevalent  about  the 
water,  any  one  of  the  favourite  patterns  will  kill  as 
well  as  another  if  employed  of  a  suitable  size. 
Even  when  the  trout  are  apparently  not  rising  to 
natural  flies,  the  artificial  can  be  used  with  success. 
Generally  speaking  large  size  patterns  are  best 
adapted  for  rough  water  and  gloomy  conditions, 
and  smaller  size  patterns  for  the  reverse  conditions. 

At  the  commencement  of  April,  we  shall  probably 
find  few  signs  of  winged  insect  life  about  the 
reservoirs,  beyond  odd  specimens  of  a  minute 
black  fly  (not,  by  the  way,  the  true  Black  Gnat), 
and  no  signs  of  fish  rising.  On  the  shallower  parts 
though,  there  are  probably  trout  hunting  along  the 
bottom  for  the  newly -awakened  larvae,  etc.,  thereon, 
and  these  hungry  fish  are  eager  to  go  for  anything 
in  the  form  of  a  fly  if  properly  ofiered.  In  the 
somewhat  dull  li^ht  and  clouded  water  that  usually 
prevail  at  this  season,  a  good  cast  will  be:  Tail 
fly,  March  Brown  ;  middle  dropper.  Black  Spider  ; 
and  top  dropper,  Coch-y-Bondhu— all  dressed  fairly 
large.  This  is  the  season  when  easterly  winds 
and  a  low  temperature  are  often  prevalent,  but  in 
my  opinion  a  good  or  bad  day  on  the  reservoirs  at 
this  time  of  the  year  is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  the 
temperature  of  the  air  at  the  actual  time  of  fishing 
as  it  is  of  what  the  temperature  has  been  during 
the  preceding  day  or  two.  The  first  mild  day  after 
a  cold  spell  is  not  usually  good,  because  the  water 
has  not  had  time  to  recover  from  its  chill,  and  in 
like  manner,  a  cold  day  with  an  east  wind  follow- 
ing a  mild  period  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  fishing 
day,  and  I  have  known  excellent  sport  to  be 
obtained  on  such  a  day.  The  cast  of  flies  above- 
named  may  well  be  retained  for  use  in  rough 
weather  throughout  April  and  May.  but  on  finer 
days  I  would  substitute  a  smaller  fly  for  the  March 
Brown,  such  as  a  Waterhen  Bloa,  or  a  Pennell's 
red  lake  fly  dressed  extra  small,  say  on  a  num- 
ber 3  hook.  It  is  not  often  that  during  April 
any  conspicuous  hatch  of  natural  flies  will  be  seen 
on  the  reservoir,  but  occasionally  towards  the  month 
end,  if  the  weather  has  been  exceptionally  mild,  the 
Black  Gnat  makes  its  first  appearance.  Sooner  or 
later  this  fly  makes  its  debut  on  all  the  reservoirs 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  on  some  of  them  it  is  the 
only  fly  that  occurs  abundantly,  and  where  that  is 
the  case,  the  trout  feed  on  it  ravenously;  and  I 
should  give  the  artificial  a  place  on  the  cast  as  soon 
as  the  advent  of  the  natural  takes  place,  and  retain 
it  during  May  and  June,  say  as  the  middle  di'opper 
or  tail  fly.  The  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  a  most  excellent 
reservoir  fly,  and  I  generally  retain  it  as  a  top 
dropper  throughout  the  season,  employing  it  of  the 
standard  size  in  the  earlier  part,  and  a  size  or  two 
less  in  the  later  part  of  the  season.  J  have  no 
doubt  the  trout  take  it  for  one  of  the  small  beetles 


that  may  often  be  seen  about  the  banks,  and  it 
forms  a  passable  imitation  of  the  Alder  Ply.  The 
Pennell's  red  lake  fly  is  likewise  a  most  excellent 
one  for  all  the  season,  dressed  the  ordinary  size  for 
rough  water,  and  smaller  as  above-named  for  finer 
water  or  bright  days.  Whenever  I  have  any  doubt 
as  to  what  tail  fly  to  employ,  I  fall  back  on  this 
one.  It  is  rather  a  mystery  what  the  trout  take  it 
for,  as  its  kiUing  qualities  are  equally  good  where 
the  Red  Spinner  or  other  red-bodied  flies  appear  to 
be  totally  absent.  During  May  and  the  early  part 
of  June,  all  the  above-named  flies  can  be  relied 
upon.  In  the  course  of  May,  the  Alder  Fly  comes 
on  where  it  occurs  at  all,  and  the  artiflciai  can  be 
used  with  success  when  there  is  a  good  enough 
ripple,  though  if  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  retained  it 
will  answer  just  as  well.  The  May  Fly  or  Green 
Drake  and  also  the  Stone  Fly  are  very  local.  On 
a  very  few  reservoirs  these  two  flies  come  on  strong, 
generally  after  the  third  week  of  the  month,  or 
early  in  June.  On  other  reservoirs  they  are  com- 
pletely absent,  and  on  others  very  rare,  although  all 
these  waters  may  be  quite  adjacent.  The  rise  will 
often  cover  a  peiiod  of  three  or  more  weeks,  and  if 
the  flies  are  plentiful,  aU  the  best  fish  will  be  feeding 
on  them  daily,  and  the  best  baskets  of  the  season 
ought  then  to  be  made.  The  Stone  Fly,  however, 
is  distinctly  an  evening  fly,  so  far  as  the  reservoirs 
are  concerned,  and  will  not  be  noticed  on  the  water 
to  any  great  extent  until  sundown,  and  from  then 
far  into  the  night.  I  have  just  mentioned  that  the 
best  baskets  of  the  season  ought  to  be  made  when 
these  flies  are  on,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
often  are  so  made,  but  not  necessarily  on  the 
artiflciai  May  Fly  or  Stone  Fly.  It  is  difficult  to 
obtain  artificials  of  these  suitable  for  reservoir 
fishing,  especially  so  of  the  May  Fly.  I  have  tried 
various  hackled  and  winged  patterns  of  the  May 
Fly,  but  none  of  them  satisfy  me  at  all,  and  I  have 
employed  Permell's  red  and  yellow  lake  flies  and 
the  Alder,  etc.,  with  far  better  results  during  the 
actual  rise  of  the  Drake.  The  artificial  Stone  Ply 
can  be  used  successfully  during  the  dusk  whilst  the 
fly  is  on,  though  a  large-sized  March  Brown  appears 
to  me  to  answer  nearly  as  well.  During  fairly  fine 
and  bright  weather  in  June  very  small  flies  should 
be  used  where  the  May  Fly  and  Stone  Fly  are  both 
absent,  and  the  angler  might  do  worse  than  adopt 
for  his  tail-fly  the  Brown  Owl  or  the  Stone  Midge. 
These  two  are  Yorkshire  patterns,  both  wingless, 
the  former  being  the  imitation  of  the  Needle 
Brown,  or  small  Willow  Fly;  and  both  the  Needle 
Brown  and  Stone  Midge  are  pretty  general  on  most 
reservoirs  during  the  summer  months.  Using  one 
of  these  two  for  a  tail-fly,  the  small  Coch-y-Bondhu 
and  Black  Gnat  may  figure  as  droppers.  In  July 
and  August  it  is,  generally,  of  little  use  fly  fishing 
in  the  daytime.  The  fish  at  this  period  only  appear 
to  come  to  the  surface  and  sides  during  the  late 
evening,  and  the  last-named  cast  will  probably  be 
found  as  good  as  any  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  a  somewhat  larger  fly  should  be  used  at  the 
tail  of  the  cast,  such  as  a  Pennell's  Red,  March 
Brown,  Sedge  Fly,  or  Coachman.  It  apparently 
makes  little  difference  in  the  dusk  what  the  actual 
pattern  is,  if  the  size  of  the  fly  is  suitable.  During 
the  long  twilight  of  fine  summer  evenings,  say  after 
the  middle  of  June,  the  best  fish  in  the  reservoirs 
after  lying  p(rdu  all  day,  now  commence  surface- 
feeding,  and  may  be  seen  dimpling  the  surface 
continually,  and  at  the  approach  of  dusk  many 
of  them  draw  in  close  to  the  banks.  At  such 
a  time  the  fly  fisher  has  a  good  chance  to  secure 
some  of  the  monarchs  of  the  water  by  using  a 
large,  or  moderately  large,  pattern  of  fly  as 
above  described.  For  this  late  fishing  a  stronger 
cast  than  the  fine  gut  or  hair  tackle  used 
earlier  in  the  evening  is  necessary.  Undrawn  gut 
of  "  Refina  "  strength  should  suffice,  and  not  more 
than  one  dropper,  if  any  at  aU,  because  in  the 
event  of  the  cast  fouling  in  the  comparative  dark- 
ness, it  becomes  well-nigh  impossible  to  straighten 
it  out  when  two  droppers  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  business.  The  angler  wiU  find  that,  by 
facing  the  after-glow  of  the  sun  in  the  north-west, 
he  will  be  able  to  distinguish  fish  rising  and  to  note 
the  position  of  his  flies  for  a  good  hour  after,  such 
things  are  possible  when  facing  the  opposite 
quarter  of  the  compass.  In  September  trout 
appear  to  rise  rather  better  during  the  daytime 
than  they  do  in  August,  and  the  natural  flies  on 
the  water  will  probably  consist  of  small  midges, 
occasional  specimens  of  the  Willow  Fly,  Cinnamon 
Sedge,  Daddy-Long-legs,  House  Fly,  and  Blue- 
bottle.   I  have  never  noted  any  one  of  these  par- 


ticular kinds  present  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
warrant  the  use  of  their  artificials,  except  the 
Willow  and  Sedge  ^Fliesi  In  summing  up  the  choice 
of  flies  I  find  I  have  recommended  twelve  varieties 
— namely,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  March  Brown,  Black 
Spider,  Black  Gnat,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Pennell's  Red, 
Alder,  Green  Drake,  Stone  Fly,  Stone  Midge, 
Brown  Owl,  and  Cinnamon  Sedge.  Four  of  these 
(Alder,  Green  Drake,  Stone  Fly,  and  Cinnamon 
Sedge)  are  only  necessary  on  those  waters  where 
the  natural  insect  is  found,  but  the  eight  remaining 
patterns  I  consider  practically  indispensable.  The 
Black  Gnat,  Black  Spider,  and  Stone  Midge  should 
be  of  the  ordinary  standard  size,  and  the  other  five 
indispensable  flies  should  be  dressed  in  at  least  two 
different  sizes— namely,  the  ordinary  standard 
size  and  one  or  two  sizes  less.  The  majority  of 
reservoirs  are  liable  to  great  fluctuations  in  their 
surface  levels.  The  stored  water  as  a  rule  is  being 
regularly  drawn  off,  and  consequently  during  dry 
periods  the  water  level  will  often  fall  many  feet,  or 
even  yards.  One  result  of  this  fluctuation  is  that 
the  favourite  spots  for  the  fish  change  accordingly; 
Those  portions  that  afford  a  suitable  depth  of  water 
one  week  may  be  high  and  dry  the  next,  and  places 
hitherto  too  deep  for  good  fly  fishing  will  have 
become  right  in  that  respect ;  or,  again,  a  few  days 
of  wet  weather  will  bring  about  the  reverse  state 
of  things.  Unfortunately  for  the  fly  fisher  such 
violent  fluctuations  appear  to  be  fatal  to  the 
ordinary  aquatic  flies.  I  have  never  yet  seen  a 
really  plentiful  hatch  of  any  of  the  duns  or  spinners, 
or  of  the  drakes  on  a  reservoir  subject  to  such 
changes ;  whereas  on  a  few  of  them,  that  for  special 
reasons  remain  at  a  fairly  constant  level,  much 
larger  hatches  of  such  flies  will  be  noticeable  as  a 
rule.  Thereasonis,of  course,  obvious.  The  freshly 
laid  eggs  of  the  insects  referred  to  require  water 
for  their  preservation  and  development,  and  if 
left  high  and  dry  by  the  receding  waters  their 
wholesale  destruction  becomes  inevitable.  I 
believe  that  this  feature  of  reservoirs  is  responsible 
for  the  fact  that  in  some  of  them  the  trout  do 
not  rise  freely  at  all.  All  the  flies  I  have 
enumerated,  being  standard  patterns,  ought  to 
be  obtainable  from  any  respectable  tackleist,  but 
when  sizes  less  than  the  ordinary  are  required,  they 
have  to  be  made  to  order.  The  Pennell's  red  lake 
fly  is  not  however  obtainable  everywhere,  so  that 
I  give  the  dressing,  namely:  Body,  scarlet  wool 
crewel,  fine  gold  twist,  with  extra  amount  imder 
the  tail.  Hackle,  dark  red  with  darker  stem. 
Whisks,  7  or  8  fibres  of  the  hackle  or  of  gold 
pheasant  breast  feather.  In  dressing  this  fly 
myself,  I  use  a  single  strand  of  ordinary  scarlet 
worsted  for  the  body,  atjd  gold  pheasant  tippet 
strands  for  the  whisks.  Mr.  Pennell  advises  us  to 
have  the  wool  well  combed  out  at  the  shoulder  of 
the  fly  so  as  to  shine  well;  the  fly  is  wingless. 
Should  any  reader  of  these  notes  contemplate 
making  his  own  flies,  be  carmot,  I  think,  possoss  a 
better  guide  than  the  little  book  published  at  the 
Fishing  Gazdte  office,  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  B.C.,  entitled,"  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices,"  by  the  late  H.  G.  McClel- 
land ("Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette).*  The 
several  methods  of  dressing  flies  are  so  minutely 
and  clearly  described  and  illustrated  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  misunderstand  them.  Twelve  years 
back  when  I  first  attempted  to  dress  flies  there  was 
certainly  no  book  published  to  compare  with  this 
little  work  as  a  practical  guide  in  method  and 
manipulation,  but  many  of  the  older  works  are 
valuable  in  their  way  as  giving  full  particulars  of 
the  materials  used  in  the  dressings  of  the  various 
patterns.  "  Athenian's"  book,  as  the  title  implies, 
gives  every  information  as  to  how  the  materials  are 
manipulated,  but  it  does  not  embrace  a  list  of  flies 
and  their  dressings. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  conscious  of  having  left 
unsaid  much  that  might  have  added  interest  and 
information.  I  have,  however,  felt  constrained  to 
deal  with  the  subject  only  so  far  as  it  differs 
essentially  from  river  fly  fishing,  and  possibly  some 
of  my  opinions  may  be  questioned.  I  give  them 
for  what  they  are  worth,  but  honestly  in  the  light 
of  my  present  knowledge  and  experience. 


*  How  10  Tie  Trodt  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fulling  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 
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CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


No.  XV.— THE  LEVISON  AMERICAN  SLIDING 
OR  TRAVELLING  FLOAT. 


{CQntinued  from  -page  222.) 

There  have  been  sliding  floats  on  the  market 
for  many  years,  but  this  one  from  the  Wm.  H. 
Talbot  Co.,  Nevada,  Mo.,  U.S.A.,  with  an  ivory 
guide  at  the  top  of  the  tube,  was  perfected  by 
Iklr.  C.  G.  Levison,  and  is  a  novelty  {see  sketch). 
To  fish  with  this  float  a  small  winding  of  waxed 
silk  is  placed  around  the  line  and  knotted  (see 
sketch).  Mr.  Levison  says  :  "  We  do  not  use  a  float 
for  artificial  bait  or  lure  fishing,  as  we  keep  lures 
constantly  moving,  and  regulate  depth  by  the 
speed  the  bait  is  retrieved. 

'•Passing  the  line  through  parafiin  or  deer  fat 
causes  it  to  slide  more  easily  through  the  float,  but 
the  knotted  waxed  silk  must  be  rather  tightly 
wound,  and  is  all  right  and  best  if  tied  so  that  it 
can  be  pushed  by  the  fingers  up  or  down  the  line 


iccording  to  fishing  depth  change.  A  little  practice 
vill  indicate  about  the  size  and  the  tension  in 
ying.  One  can  easily  tie  a  small  knot  to  stop 
ioat  at  ithe  knotted  silk,  and  soon  be  skilful  at 
lipping  the  silk  at  will  for  various  depths. 
\fter  knotting  the  silk  winding,  pass  end  of  line 
hrough  ivory  guide  and  the  tubing,  adjust  lead, 
eader,  and  hook,  and  all  is  complete.  It  may  be 
leen  that  any  depth  of  fishing  can  be  had  by  simply 
idjustLng  the  winding,  as  this  will  easily  reel  up. 
rhe  advantages  of  this  float  will  be  readily  seen. 

it  rests  on  the  lead  there  is  more  accuracy  in 
lasting,  the  bait  settles  where  the  float  strikes  the 
rater,  there  is  less  chance  of  hanging  up,  and  the 
)ait  will  not  settle  on  one  side  and  the  float  on 
he  other  side  of  a  log.  For  a  stop  I  have  person- 
,lly  had  better  success  with  raw  silk." 

"It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  ivory  tip  on 
loat  may  be  pulled  out  to  facilitate  stringing  it, 
,nd  the  float  then  replaced.  I  have  enjoyed  the 
ise  of  this  style  of  float  very  much,  and  I  like  to 
ee  the  bass  dart  it  under."  I  cannot  help  thinking 
hat  if  the  Wm.  H.  Talbot  Co.  adopted  the  plug 
in  the  slider -float  invented  by  Mr.  Homer,  which 
Fas  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  18,  ]  905, 
hey  would  find  it  a  great  improvement — the  line 


would  work  better  than  having  to  pass  through 
such  a  small  aperture.  The  difference  between  the 
two  floats  is,  that  while  the  line  goes  through 
the  American  slider  from  end  to  end,  it  enters 
Mr.  Homer's  float  at  the  aperture  in  the  cork, 
and  to  quickly  change  from  a  slider  to  a  fixed 
float  all  one  has  to  do  is  to  raise  the  plug 
until  it  is  quite  loose,  turn  the  grooved  part 
round,  press  the  plug  on  the  line — and  there  you 
are.  Mr.  Levison  on  being  asked  the  question, 
"  How  can  you  cast  out  a  good  distance  and  yet  be 
sure  your  stop  has  not  shifted?"  replied,  "The 
agate  guides  on  our  short  bait  rods  are  so  large  and 
few,  and  the  stop-knot  is  so  small,  that  in  casting  it 
practically  is  no  obstruction  at  all  to  the  line  running 
out.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  knot  was  not  seen 
on  the  line  its  presence  would  never  be  suspected." 

Anyone  can  see  at  a  glance  how  slight  the  resist- 
ance of  such  a  well-proportioned  and  nicely  tapered 
float  would  be  when  such  a  fish  as  a  bass  seized  the 
bait  and  made  it  "dart  under,"  in  comparison  to 
the  fearful  bungs  so  often  used  by  thoughtless 
anglers  ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  the  lower 
tube  were  cut  off  close  to  the  black  binding  it 
would  be  an  ideal  float  for  pike  fishing  in  English 
waters,  more  especially  in  weedy  lakes  and  rivers, 
where  it  would  shp  in  and  pass  through  the  weeds 
with  little  or  no  resistance.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine  has  had  his  pike  floats  made  in  this 
shape,  but  without  the  protruding  ends,  which  are 
unnecessary.  A. 
{To  he  continued.) 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ilLLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Halk. 


{Continued  from  page  2.57.) 

CHAPTER  VIL 
Wings. 

We  now  come  to  the  most  difficult  part  of  fly 
tying.  So  far  every  process  described  is  mere  child's 
play  compared  to  it,  and  continual  practice  only 
can  make  the  beginner  really  efficient.  He  will  soon 
find  out  that  nearly  all  kinds  of  wings  are  less 
difficult  to  tie  on  eyed  hooks  than  on  those  with 
gut  loops.  The  reason  is  easily  found.  On  com- 
paring the  sections  through  the  hook  in  one  case 
and  the  hook  and  gut  in  the  other,  in  front  of  the 
throat  hackle,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  eyed  hook  has 
a  slightly  curved  surface,  which  is  nearly  three  times 
the  width  of  that  of  the  hoOk  with  giit  loop ;  the 
difficulty  is  to  place  and  keep  there  the  wing  fibres 
on  the  smaller  and  more  sharply  curved  surface  ; 
there  is  always,  with  beginners,  a  tendency  for  the 
fibres  to  slip  off  to  one  side ;  they  cannot  do  so  with 
the  eyed  hook.  It  is  evident,  too,  that  the  wings 
on  an  eyed  hook  must  be  firmer. 

The  most  important  points  to  be  attained  in 
winging  are  as  follows: — Both  wings  must  be  equal 
in  size,  straight  with  the  hook  and  quite  firm  ;  every 
strip  or  fibre  must  be  on  its  own  side  of  the  hook, 
none  sticking  out ;  they  should  be  arched  or  curved ; 
the  head  must  be  kept  as  small  as  possible.  Here 
again  the  eyed  hook  has  the  advantage  of  the  hook 
with  gut  loop.  Now,  as  regards  wings  being  arched, 
it  is  essential  that  feathers  suited  to  the  size  of  the 
hook  be  used.  To  illustrate  this,  cut  a  strip  from  a 
large  and  another  from  a  small  mallard  feather. 
Cut  off  from  the  large  strip  a  piece  equal  in  length 
to  the  strip  from  the  small  feather.  On  comparing 
them  it  will  be  found  that  the  natural  curve  of  the 
fibres  of  the  small  feather  is  most  distinct,  but  that 
the  fibres  from  the  large  feather  are  almost  straight. 
If  the  strip  from  the  small  feather  were  tied  on 
properly  to  a  hook  of  the  right  size  it  would  arch 
naturally ;  but  if  the  strip  from  the  large  feather 
were  tied  on  to  the  same  sized  hook,  the  fibres  would 
not  arch.  The  above  should  be  borne  in  mind  when 
tying  any  kind  of  wing,  whether  with  strips  or 
strands  or  whole  feathers. 

When  tying  on  an  eyed  hook  there  should  be 
nothing  to  the  right  of  the  throat  hackle  except  the 
coils  of  tying  silk  which  were  wound  on  first  of  all, 
and  four  to  six  turns  which  fasten  in  the  hackle 
end  over  them.  When  tying  on  a  hook  with  gut 
loop,  there  should  be  only  from  four  to  six  turns  of 
silk,  which  fasten  off  the  throat  hackle,  and  at  same 
time  bind  part  of  the  hook  shank  and  gut  loop.  It 
is  most  important  that  these  turns  be  evenly  and 
tightly  wound,  and  that  the  gut  be  perfectly  straight 
with  the  hook  shank. 


Single  Strip  Wings. — For  this  kind  of  wing  a 
right  and  left  strip  from  some  feather  is  required. 
Coarse  fibred  feathers,  such  as  bustard  and  turkey, 
are  the  easiest  to  tie  on  ;  the  finest,  such  as  teal 
and  widgeon,  the '  most  difficult.  The  strip  from 
the  right  side  of  the  feather  (supposing  you  are 
looking  at  the  best  side,  butt  towards  you)  is  for  the 
wing  nearest  you.  Cut  off  a  atrip  but  leave  the 
quill   on,  as  it  helps   to  keep   the   fibres  from 


Fig.  56. 

"  breaking."  To  tie  it  on,  place  it  against  the  side 
of  the  hook  at  about  an  angle  of  forty-five 
degrees,  with  the  lowest  fibre  near  the  top  of  the 
hook  ;  hold  it  there  with  the  thumb  of  the  left 
hand,  close  down  to  but  not  over  the  place  where 
the  tying  silk  will  pass,  while  you  wind  a  turn  of 
the  tying  silk  very  carefully,  so  as  to  gradually 
draw  all  the  fibres  close  together  at  the  side. 
There  should  not  be  any  split,  or  projection  of  any 
one  fibre,  so  close  examination  is  necessary  before 
the  silk  is  tightened.  If  there  was  any  break  in 
the  fibres  the  wing  would  spUt  in  the  water.  Care 
must  be  taken  to  keep  the  wing  on  its  own  side  of 
the  hook,  and  it  must  not  be  too  low  on  the  side 
of  the  hook  or  it  will  not  arch  properly.  Two 
turns  of  tying  silk  are  sufficient.  The  wing  for  the 
far  side  of  the  hook  is  placed  in  position,  and  held 


Fig.  57. 


there  with  the  forefinger  or  second  finger  of  the 
left  hand,  and  tied  on  like  the  other.  If  iproperly 
done  the  two  wings  will  meet  along  the  top,  and 
when  looked  at  from  the  tail  end  of  the  fly  appear 
inclined  slightly  outwards.  The  length  of  the 
wings  should  be  such  that  they  will  nearly  reach 
the  point  of  the  tail,  or  be  a  little  longer  than  the 
hook.  Some  fly  dressers  use  "  lefts  "  for  the  near 
side  and  "rights"  for  the  far  side  of  these  strip 
wings ;  they  sit  lower  over  the  body,  and  spread 
more  when  in  the  water. 
There  are  other  methods  of  tying  on  these  wings. 


,FiG.  58. 

namely,  by  those  described  for  under  wings;  and 
by  that  illustrated  for  the  upper  part  of  a  built 
wing.     In  both  cases  the  wings  will  lie  closer 
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together,  and  spread  less  than  those  tied  on  by  the 
method  above  described.  Fig.  58  shows  an  easy 
method  of  drawing  all  the  fibres  together  without 
a  "  break."  The  silk  is  waxed,  and  one  end  held 
between  the  teeth  ;  a  loop  is  formed  in  the  sQk,  the 
other  end  of  which  is  held  in  the  right  hand.  The 
quill  end  of  the  strip  is  passed  through  the  loop ; 
the  left  forefinger  and  thumb  grip  the  strip  and 
loop,  while  the  loop  is  gradually  tightened.  The 
strip  is  then  placed  against  the  side  of  the  hook 
and  tied  on  with  a  couple  of  turns. 

For  certain  flies  horizontal  strip  wings,  springing 
from  each  side  of  the  hook,  are  used.  The  strip, 
with  quill  left  on,  is  held  horizontally  along  the 
.side  of  the  hook;  the  silk  is  put  round  and  the 
fibres  are  gradually  drawn  together,  care  being 
taken  that  there  is  no  "break.'-' 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  LLUGWY,  BETTWS-Y-COBD 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  exaggeration 
with  reference  to  the  agitation  which  has  arisen 
round  Bettws-y-Coed,  about  the  letting  of  Lord 
Ancaster's  portion  of  the  Llugwy  fishing  to  Lord 
Denbigh  for  inclusion  in  the  waters  available  for 
the  members  of  the  Cambrian  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
Though  at  a  parish  meeting  held  last  week  the  inten- 
tion was  expressed  of  writing  to  Lord  Ancaster  and 
Lord  Denbigh  on  the  subject,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
there  is  still  a  large  extent  of  water  around  Bettws- 
y-Coed  which  can  be  fished  by  the  public  on  easy 
terms.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  Llugwy 
fishing  was  not  of  much  account,  and  from  personal 
experience  we  can  say  that  this  is  true,  for  though 
it  is  beautiful  water  and  has  great  possibilities, 
the  absence  of  keepers'  supervision  and  indis- 
criminate killing  of  fish  of  all  sizes  have  done  much 
harm  to  the  fishing  of  late  years. 

We  understand  that  it  is  Lord  Denbigh's  in- 
tention to  restock  the  river,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  good  fario  have  already  been  introduced, 
and,  with  a  good  keeper  to  look  after  it,  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  water  should  not  soon  become  as 
good  as  it  once  was.  If  it  does,  there  are  plenty  of 
others  on  the  river  who  will  benefit  greatly  at  no 
expense  to  themselves,  and  if,  as  is  hoped,  the 
fishing  proves  attractive  to  the  members  of  the 
club,  they  will  probably  come  with  their  families 
and  friends,  as,  for  the  latter,  tickets  at  a  cheap 
rate  will  be  obtainable  by  club  members. 

All  things  considered,  it  looks  as  if  the  agitation 
was  somewhat  premature  and  based  on  mis- 
conceptions. 


PEAL  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST 
COUNTEY. 


There  is  perhaps  no  more  fascinating  or  enjoy- 
able form  of  fishing  than  that  of  peal  fishing  at 
night.  Although  the  circumstances  under  which 
one  works  may  not  appear  pleasant  in  the  eyes  of 
the  fisherman  who  is  unwilling  or  cannot  take  the 
trouble  to  visit  the  river  at  such  a  time,  and  to 
that  class  of  angler  who  obstinately  refuses  to 
believe  that  there  is  any  enjoyment  in  fishing  where 
one  cannot  see  the  rise  of  the  fish,  and  who  looks 
upon  such  fishing  as  a  species  of  poaching,  yet  to 
the  truly  keen  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  especially 
if  he  be  appreciative  of  Nature  in  her  various 
aspects,  any  little  inconvenience  in  point  of  trouble 
will  be  forgotten  in  the  anticipation  and  perhaps 
realisation  of  a  successful  evening  with  the  most 
sporting  of  fish.  Besides,  save  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  it  is  only  possible  to  lure  this  shy  fish 
in  the  evening,  when,  if  the  elements  be  propitious 
— and  this  qualification  is  certainly  necessary — they 
will  rise  at  some  evenmg  Midge  or  White  Moth, 
either  jumping  right  out  of  the  water  or  breaking 
the  glassy  surface  of  the  pool  with  a  boil  that  makes 
the  angler's  heart  beat  faster,  and  hasten  to  cast 
his  fly  over  the  widenmg  circles,  be  the  spot  close 
at  hand  or  at  the  far  opposite  side  of  the  pool. 

Speaking  with  an  experience  of  many  years  of 
our  West  Country  streams,  which  in  the  peal  season 
generally  run  very  low  and  clear,  I  have  found  that 
one  seldom  rises  the  peal  by  day.  If  there  has  been 
a  heavy  spate  the  angler  should  take  advantage  of 
its  after  effects  while  ho  may,  for  the  volume  of 
water  very  quickly  subsides,  and  soon  returns  to  its 
ordinary  level  owing  to  the  steep  fall  in  the  streams 
in  that  part  of  the  country.    During  these  spates 


the  peal,  which  have  mostly  congregated  in  shoals 
in  the  larger  pools  awaiting  their  opportunity, 
move  up  the  river,  and  when  the  water  is  of  muddy 
colour,  unsuitable  for  the  fly,  they  may  be  often 
successfully  angled  for  with  the  worm,  or  perhaps, 
as  this  article  purports  to  deal  with  fly  fishing,  I 
should  say  the  "garden  fly."  After  the  water  has 
abated  somewhat  and  assumed  the  rich  coffee  colour, 
so  beloved  of  anglers,  fair  sport  may  be  obtained  in 
the  daytime,  especially  if  the  air  be  warm  and  the 
sun  shining  on  the  stream.  The  gravelly  shallows 
at  the  tail  end  of  large  pools  should  be  well  fished 
starting  from  the  very  end  and  working  upstream, 
casting  first  centre,  then  near  bank,  then  towards 
the  opposite  bank,  great  care  being  taken  to  fish  as 
neatly  as  possible  the  far  side  of  the  stream,  where 
shaded  from  the  sun  it  flows  under  the  low-hanging 
branches  of  trees  and  other  riparian  growth.  This 
is  the  most  deadly  spot  of  all,  and  the  angler  may 
be  indeed  proud  in  securing  a  fish  from  such  spots, 
for  the  casting,  which  will  generally  have  to  be  of 
the  underhand  style,  will  entail  great  delicacy  and 
precision.  However,  such  likely  places,  so  well 
known  to  the  angler,  will  urge  him  to  do  his  best 
work,  and  nothing  is  more  exciting  than  to  see 
some  large  fish  rush  out  from  under  the  opposite 
bank  at  the  fly,  to  witness  the  bend  of  the  rod,  to 
hear  the  music  of  the  reel,  and  to  find  oneself 
playing  the  fish,  which  of  all  others  requires  the 
most  skilful  handling. 

Although  the  water  be  of  a  good  colour  fine 
tackle  only  should  be  used.  The  trace  should  be 
three  yards  in  length,  which  may  with  advantage 
be  stained  coffee  colour  if  the  water  is  of  that  tinge. 
It  should  be  mounted  with  two  flies  on  a  No.  10  hook. 
The  writer  has  found  after  careful  trial  that  those 
flies  that  are  so  deadly  for  peal  in  the  evening  are 
of  little  or  no  use  in  the  daytime,  experience  having 
taught  him  that  the  ones  that  may  be  used  to  the 
greatest  advantage  on  the  latter  occasion  are  the 
Bed  and  Brown  Palmers,  both  with  and  vidthout 
gold  twist,  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  the  Zulu. 

When  the  water  is  at  its  normal  summer  level, 
that  is,  very  low  and  clear,  one  may  often  see  in 
the  larger  pools  "schools"  of  peal.  The  fish  lie 
one  behind  the  other,  always  in  the  same  spot  in 
the  same  pool,  generally  over  some  gravelly  stretch ; 
but  however  skilfully  one  may  go  to  work,  it  will  be 
found  impossible  to  secure  even  one.  A  note,  how- 
ever, should  be  made  of  such  resting  places,  for 
although  they  occasionally  scatter  somewhat  in  the 
evening  in  search  of  their  food,  the  majority  will  lie 
in  the  same  spot,  which  therefore  should  be  most 
carefully  fished. 

The  best  months  for  evening  fishing  are  un 
doubtedly  those  of  July  and  August,  for  though 
they  begin  to  run  up  in  Jime,  they  are  very 
scattered,  and  the  warmer  nights  of  a  propitious 
July  are  more  favourable  to  sport.  September  is 
also  a  good  month,  provided  that  the  evenings  are 
warm ;  but  the  experience  of  the  writer  does  not 
bear  this  out,  it  being  generally  found  that  a  delight- 
fully fine  day  will  be  followed  by  a  distinctly  chilly 
evening,  which  is  adverse  to  sport.  A  perfect 
evening,  on  which  sport  may  be  confidently  antici- 
pated, is  a  warm  sultry  one  after  a  hot  day.  There 
should  be  no  moon,  unless  she  be  obscured  by  clouds 
or  faintly  glimmering.  There  also  should  be  no 
mist  arising  from  the  stream,  for  the  latter  is  always 
fatal  to  sport. 

If  there  should  be  a  bright  moon,  but  she  is  from 
time  to  tioie  obscured  by  passing  clouds,  the  angler 
should  carefully  approach  the  stream  while  she  is  so 
obscured,  and  may  cast  with  success,  until  she  is 
about  to  reappear,  when  he  should  either  quickly 
retreat  from  the  bank  or  lie  down  quietly  and  wait 
till  she  disappears  again.    I  met  with  a  memorable 
experience  under  similar  circumstances  last  year. 
All  else  was  favourable,  but  the  moon,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  full,  was  shedding  her  light  direct  on 
the  stream.    Making  the  most  of  what  little  cover 
there  was,  I  fished  with  finest  tackle  a  famous  pool 
on  the  river  Camel,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected,  met 
with  no  success.    Leaving  my  landing-net  behind, 
I  crossed  over  the  hedge  into  the  adjoining  meadow, 
where  there  was  a  small  pool  which  tailed  off  to  a 
gravelly  shallow,  from  which  spot  I  had  secured 
more  than  one  fish  in  former  days.  While  approach- 
ing the  pool  I  noticed  the  only  cloud  of  the  evening 
which  appeared  likely  to  obscure  the  moon.  What 
at  first  seemed  likely,  seemed  shortly  after  probable, 
and,  seeing  that  what  I  had  anticipated  was  really 
going  to  take  place,  I  crept  on  my  hands  and  knees 
towards  the  bank  of  the  stream,  and,  with  every- 
thing in  readiness,  lay  low,  untU  suddenly  the  silvery 


water  darkened.  Rising  on  one  knee  I  made  a  cast 
towards  the  tail  of  the  pool — down  went  the  point 
of  the  rod — whir-r-r  went  the  reel — and  I  was  into 
a  beauty.  I  rose  instantly  to  my'  feet,  the  cloud 
had  just  passed,  and  in  the  bright  moonlight  I  could 
see  my  line  cutting  upstream  through  the  still  surface 
of  the  pool.  As  he  was  a  nice  fish  and  fought 
extremely  hard,  and  also  knowing  that  it  would  be 
my  only  capture  that  evening,  I  played  him  with 
great  care.  After  about  ten  minutes  he  tired,  and, 
turning  on  his  side,  lay  on  the  surface  of  the  pool 
like  a  bar  of  silver  in  the  moonlight ;  and,  fortune 
favouring  me  with  a  low  bank  of  sand,  I  succeeded 
in  landing  my  fish  without  the  trouble  I  anticipated 
owing  to  the  absence  of  my  net.  He  was  a  beauty 
of  31b. 

Doubtless  the  shallow  tail  of  a  pool  is  the  most 
likely  restmg  place  for  peal  at  night,  although,  as 
has  been  said,  some  do  roam  about  the  pool,  which 
should  be  therefore  carefully  fished  from  the  head 
to  the  tail,  more  time  being  devoted  in  casting  over 
the  place  where  the  fish  have  been  seen  lying  in  the 
daytime.  The  angler  should  commence  at  the 
head  of  the  pool,  and  fishing  both  sides  of  the 
stickle,  work  his  way  gradually  down.  The  farther 
bank  is  the  most  deadly  place,  and  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  place  the  fly  well  across,  and  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  bushes  that  fringe  the 
opposite  bank.  A  rising  fish  should  be  noted,  and 
the  fly  cast  over  him.  When  a  fish  has  been 
secured  from  any  part  of  the  pool,  the  angler 
should  give  that  part  a  short  rest,  and  proceed 
lower  down,  but  the  place  should  be  revisited  and 
carefully  fished,  as  there  is  every  chance  of  securing 
another  from  the  same  spot. 

When  fishing  at  a  point  where  there  is  some 
stream,  the  angler  should  cast  across,  and  allow 
the  line  to  be  carried  round  by  the  stream,  raising 
the  point  of  the  rod  slowly  as  this  takes  place,  or 
workmg  the  fly  by  repeatedly  slackening  and 
tightening  the  line.  The  only  drawback  to  the 
latter  often  deadly  method  is  that  the  line  is  not 
continually  taut  as  it  should  properly  be,  owing  to 
the  fact  that,  if  the  fish  does  not  take  the  fly  on 
the  cast,  he  generally  takes  it  beneath  the  surface, 
which,  together  with  the"  fact  of  the  darkness 
preventing  the  angler  noticing  the  rise,  leaves  him 
to  judge  from  touch  alone  whether  a  fish  has  taken 
the  fly. 

When  the  pool  has  been  fished  for  some  distance 
from  the  head,  and  there  is  practically  no  current, 
the  casting  should  be  made  around  a  semi-circle — 
left,  opposite,  then  right.  The  tail  of  a  pool 
should  be  fished  to  the  very  last  inch. 

With  reference  to  the  flies  generally  used,  without 
any  doubt  the  Alexandra,  both  with  and  without  the 
jungle  cock  feather,  is  the  most  killing,  the  first 
named  pattern  being  the  most  deadly  of  the  two. 
This  fiy  should  be  dressed  somewhat  more  full  in 
the  wing  than  is  usually  the  case,  and  mounted  on 
a  No.  5  hook,  which  should  not  be  too  stout  in  the 
wire.  The  Dusty  Miller  is  also  a  first-rate  fly,  and 
may  be  tried  when  success  is  not  met  with  on  using 
the  Alexandra.  A  large  Red  or  Brown  Palmer, 
dressed  in  caterpillar  form  with  double  hook,  is 
also  deadly  at  times,  being  much  used  on  the  River 
Teign  in  Devon.  The  large  White  Moth  is  another 
killing  pattern,  especially  on  a  warm  summer 
evening.  The  writer  has  even  in  the  early  part  of 
the  evening  met  with  success  with  the  May  Fly, 
dressed  with  large  hght-coloured  wmgs,  and  oiled 
before  using.  Although  naturally  troublesome  to 
use,  it  is  a  certain  lure  when  neatly  cast  over  a 
rismg  fish.  Many  anglers  have  also  used  with 
success  small  varieties  of  salmon  flies,  and  if  a 
change  is  desired  they  may  certainly  be  given  a 
trial,  preference  being  given  to  those  that  have 
a  bright  silver  body.  It  has,  however,  been  my 
experience  that  if  the  fish  are  not  to  be  taken  with 
the  above  first-named  fly,  there  is  little  chance  of 
the  others  being  employed  with  success. 

Clement  C.  Gatley. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Be;ports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks. — There  does  not 
seem  to  be  very  great  chances  of  good  sport  amongst 
Thames  trout  during  the  Easter  holidays.  The 
river  is  fairly  full  of  stream  and  has  a  considerable 
amount  of  colour.    Apart  from  this,  the  wind  has 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

I  26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eyeiy  description  of  Fishing  TacMe  snitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  SpUt  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  o2.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  proparties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 
•         ?'      ^'•'^^  •  "  ^6"<1  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclosa 
IS  apout  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is 
perfect.    Your  dressmg  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.   When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job.  ' 

A, "'ell-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  nevar 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 

TO 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


THE  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cuher 

Can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.    Tal<es  but  one  Man  to 
worl<  it. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


MALOOM 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


iNVENTOKS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

"Xannecl  Angola" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"rranned  Angola." 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

rriie  "  Featiievweiglit " 

WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C, 

CATALOaUE5  GRATIS. 


FOR 


SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS, 
TACKLES,  &c. 

J.  BERNARD  &  SON 

St.   Jauaes's,  S.iy. 
WRITE  FOR  1905  CATALOaUE. 


H.  JOHNSON, 

GUT  MERCHANT. 

Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 

fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 
BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5\ 

13  in.,  2/6;  15  in.,  3/-;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 
BEST  TTNDRAWIJ-  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6; 
IS  in.,  3/- ;  20  in. ,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  QUALITY,  1  yard,  1  4  ; 

2  yards,  2/6;  3  yard.s,  3/6  per  doz." 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 
100  yaids,  1/6  ;  BARBEL,  2/- ;  PIKE,  3  6, 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  l.OJO. 

THE    TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155.  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 
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THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Us  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpor^ 
salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing- 
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not  been  in  a  good  quarter,  and  the  cold  easterly 
spell  experienced  on  Tuesday  kept  the  fish  down  in 
the  open  reaches,  whilst  it  was  fearfully  cold  fishing 
from  the  weir  top.  Since  my  last  report  Mr.  H. 
Gomm  has  had  a  brace  of  2-pounders  at  Staines. 
They  were  returned  to  the  river.  I  have  not  heard 
of  a  fish  being  taken  yet  at  Henley,  but  one  of  41b. 
has  been  caught  at  Reading. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  fast  toning 
down  to  a  nice  colour,  and  a  strong  stream  is 
running,  but  there  is  a  very  cold  east  wind  blowing, 
which  has  been  very  rough  at  times,  making  fishing 
almost  impossible ;  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  no 
trout  have  been  taken  in  the  district  during  the 
past  week.  With  the  wind  in  a  warmer  quarter, 
the  prospects  for  holiday  anglers  should  be  very 
promising ;  but  if  it  is  as  cold  as  it  is  at  the  time  of 
writing — well,  then  it  won't  be  very  enjoyable. — - 
Stanley  Me4.d. 

Cornisli  Streams. — Mr.  Pringle,  who  has  been 
fishing  the  Camel  and  the  moorland  streams,  has 
got  thirty-six,  thirty-one,  and  thirteen  trout  in 
three  days,  and  other  fishers  have  been  basketing 
from  twenty-four  downwards.  The  heavy  rain  of 
April  13  brought  on  a  freshet,  and  fly-fishing 
next  day  was  impracticable.  Two  rods  on  the 
Inny  got  forty-eight  trout  on  Satiirday  morning, 
and  most  of  them  were  in  capital  condition.  The 
Tamar  is  still  too  full,  and  while  I  write,  the  air  has 
become  so  cold  that  fly-fishing  is  useless.  On  the 
whole,  the  spring-fishing  continues  poor,  and 
nobody  remembers  a  time  when  the  March  Brown 
has  been  worth  so  little. — Bodmin. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is 
still  pretty  big  after  the  flood  the  latter  part  of  last 
week,  but  it  is  fining  down.  Trout  have  not  been 
taking  well  during  the  week,  and  only  a  few  have 
been  'captured  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  H.  Full. 
Mr.  Rodgers,  of  Buckfastleigh,  lost  a  fine  salmon — 
after  playing  it  out — through  the  handle  of  his  gaff 
breaking.  On  AprU  17  Mr.  Edbrooke  accounted  for 
a  nice  salmon. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Very  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  Culm,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Culm- 
stock,  accounted  for  over  a  dozen  and  a  half,  one  of 
which  was  31b.  2oz. — a  fine  fish.  The  Carey  has 
been  in  flood,  and  very  few  trout  have  been  creeled, 
wormers  being  the  most  successful,  one  basket  getting 
twenty.  On  the  Exe  and  Teign  fishing  has  been 
quiet,  but  in  the  warmer  weather  trout  have  been 
rising  freely  to  the  fly.  To  the  Taw  and  Torridge 
conservators  it  was  reported  that  500  fish  had  been 
put  in  the  Yeo  and  600  in  the  Taw,  but  that  the 
waters  of  the  Torridge  had  been  in  flood,  which  had 
prevented  any  kind  of  flsh  being  put  in  the  stream, 
and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  restocking  this  stream  next  year. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Pope  was  appointed  the  Board's  repre- 
sentative on  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. 
— Devonian. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Trout  fishing  reopens 
on  May  1,  and  it  is  hoped  that  warmer  and  more 
genial  weather  will  then  be  with  us.  The  cold 
winds  are  at  present  keeping  the  trout  in  the  deeps. 
The  river  is  in  condition.^ — Izaak  Walton. 

IgUgg  and  Arrow  (Leomiuater). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable,  and  rain,  snow,  and  hail  have  been  had 
in  the  district,  with  a  nasty  cold  north-east  wind 
blowing,  which  has  been  against  anglers  going  out 
since  Monday,  and  there  will  be  very  little  fishing 
done  in  this  part  during  the  holidays  imless  the 
weather  takes  up  warmer.  A  few  fish  landed  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  (April  15  and  17)  with  the  fly. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleig^h  Salterton). — Since  last  report 
the  river  has  been  more  or  less  in  spate,  and  the 
intervals  when  it  has  been  just  fishable  have  been 
so  short  as  not  to  admit  of  any  sport  worth  speaking 
of.  To-day,  however  (April  18),  as  also  yesterday, 
it  is  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly.  On  April  17  trout 
moved  and  several  nice  takes  were  had.  At  Honiton 
fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed.  The  river  is  small  at 
that  place,  and  for  years  past  has  suffered  from  the 
influx  of  gas  sewage  which  occurred  some  twelve 
years  ago,  and  which  at  the  time  ruined  the  river, 
killing  thousands  of  trout;  but  now  the  stream 
seems  to  have  greatly  recovered  itself,  and  very 
pretty  fishing  may  be  had  there. — Heron. 

Fljrmouth. — Occasional  showers  keep  the  rivers 
in  very  good  order,  but  the  weather  is  a  little  bit 
cold  as  yet,  and  the  fish  do  not  rise  well.  I  was 
fishing  some  private  water  on  April  12  and  was 
surprised  to  see  scarcely  any  flies  on  the  water,  they 
are  certainly  very  backward  this  year.  The  various 
tributaries  of  the  Dart  from  Dartmeet  up  to  the 
moor  are  in  fine  condition  for  fishing,  and  there  are 
no  signs  of  any  pollutions  on  these  portions.  I 
have  heard  of  some  good  dishes  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Russell  Caunter,  fishing  above  Dartmeet,  has 
had  two  nice  salmon. — William  Heaedeb. 


Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  only  day  recently  on  which  angling 
could  be  pursued  under  anything  like  pleasant 
surroundings — at  least  in  this  neighbourhood — 
was  Saturday,  April  15,  when,  in  some  sheltered 
places  on  these  rivers,  fair  sport  was  enjoyed, 
although  the  keen  north-west  wind  was  much 
in  evidence  in  the  open.  Since  that  time  the 
weather  has  been  very  dull,  cold,  and  gloomy  with 
a  biting  easterly  wind,  which  on  Tuesday  morning 
brought  with  it  a  smart  hailstorm,  followed  by  a 
sprinkling  of  snow,  and  afterwards  sleet  iand  rain 
throughout  the  morning.  Since  then  it  has  been 
fine,  with  intervals  of  sunshine,  and  as  all  these 
rivers  are  at  their  average  level  and  in  good  con- 
dition, all  that  is  now  wanted  is  a  rise  in  the 
temperature  and  some  good  sport  could  be  looked 
forward  to  during  the  approaching  holidays.  — 
Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and    Chichester   Canal. — An 

easterly  wind  has  prevailed  during  the  week,  with  a 
tinge  of  frost  in  the  early  mornings.  Some  few  days 
have  been  warm  and  summerlike,  succeeded  by  cold 
rains.  A  few  small  trout  are  notified  from  the  Ouse 
tributaries,  the  heaviest  14oz.,  but  the  streams 
abound  with  small  perch,  which  should  not  be 
returned  to  the  water — there  are  far  too  many 
now  for  trout  to  thrive.  A  brace  of  fish  in 
poor  condition  were  taken  on  April  15  from 
the  main  river  near  Fletching  weighing  1  lb. 
3oz.  and  lib.  5oz.  respectively.  Fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  Chichester  harbour.  From  six  to  eight 
dozen  smelt  and  a  few  small  bass  and  flatfish  have 
been  taken  per  tide.  To  those  who  have  not  the 
entrfe  of  trout  water  for  the  holidays,  harbour 
fishing  will  afford  sport.  Smelt  take  ragworm, 
which  can  be  dug  up  on  the  spot,  or  strips  of  smelt 
are  an  attractive  bait.  For  bass-fishing  Pilsea  piles 
is  the  best  venue. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Heavy  rain  caused  the  large 
rivers  to  thicken,  and  were  unfishable  for  days, 
which  will  carry  down  the  kelts  which  were  remark- 
ably plentiful.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  were 
taken  in  the  smaller  streams. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  up  to  Tuesday  was 
fine  and  suitable  for  angling.  On  April  18  a  change 
took  place,  and  snow  and  hail  fell,  the  wind  being 
in  the  north-east.  It  was  very  cold  indeed,  and  has 
stopped  angling  for  a  short  time,  anglers  not  caring 
to  go  out.  Before  the  cold  weather  there  were  a  good 
few  anglers  out  and  used  fly  and  worm.  The  trout 
were  rising  well  at  the  fly,  trie  flies  used  being  March 
Brown,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  and  Iron  Blue. 
On  April  15  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken  with  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Dun.  Under  Ludford  Weir  on 
April  17,  five  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly.  With 
worm  below  the  pumping  station  four  tiout  were 
caught  in  good  condition.  Warm  weather  is  wanted 
to  improve  sport;  the  prospects  for  sport  next  week 
are  not  good  if  the  weather  keeps  cold.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order. 
A  few  trout  taken  in  the  Corve  with  worm.— 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  very  cold,  and 
storms  of  snow,  rain,  and  hail  have  been  had,  and 
has  stopped  a  great  many  anglers  from  going  out, 
and  unless  it  takes  up  the  prospect  for  sport  in  the 
coming  holiday  week  are  very  poor.  The  trout  had 
been  rising  better  before  the  cold  weather,  but  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  very  quiet  in  this  part  as  yet, 
and  very  few  fish  have  been  taken. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  recent  heavy 
rains  the  river  was  practically  in  a  state  of  flood 
from  April  14  untU  April  18.  It  was,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  however,  fining  down  nicely,  and,  if  the 
weather  is  fine,  there  should  be  excellent  sport 
during  the  holidays.  There  are  at  present  more 
season  ticket  holders  residing  in  the  town  than  for 
many  years  past.  The  following  "  kills  "  have  been 
reported: — April  12,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  two,  11  lb. 
and  14lb.,  in  the  Bindings  ;  Capt.  Phillips,  one,  101b. 
April  13,  Mr.  J.  G.  Davies,  one,  171b.,  in  the  Bind- 
ings ;  Capt.  Phillips,  one,  21  lb.  April  18,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Curtis,  one,  12Jlb.,  in  Prioress  Flat,  his  first  success 
salmon  angling  ;  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  101b.  A  few 
baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  taken  with  the  worm 
in  the  brooks,  and  with  the  fly  in  the  river. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  up  to  Saturday,  April  15, 
we  had  nice  genial  weather,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods 
were  out  on  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Der- 
went. But  sport  was  not  very  good,  many  of  them 
returning  with  light  and  some  with  empty  creels. 
There  being  very  few  natural  flies  on  the  water,  at 
these  times  I  would  recommend  hackle  flies  and  use 
them  as  wet  or  sunken  flies.  Those  who  have  fished 
the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  have  only  secured 
a  few  trout.    The  bottom  fishermen  about  Matlock 


Bridge  have  taken  several  nice  trout,  also  those 
who  have  used  the  minnow,  one  local  angler  obtain- 
ing three  brace.  The  weather  has  turned  very  cold, 
with  a  north-east  wind,  and  we  have  had  several 
snowstorms.  On  April  18  the  prospect  for  Easter 
holiday  anglers  is  not  very  good.  When  the  weather 
is  favourable  the  following  flies  will  be  useful: — ■ 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  cock- winged  Dun,  Olive 
Dun,  Grannom  (or  Green  Tail),  Buzz  Red,  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — We  had  another  promise  of  spring 
at  the  close  of  last  week,  but,  unfortunately,  it  did 
not  last  long,  and  we  have  to  return  to  unfavourable 
angling  conditions  to-day.  A  cruel  north-east  blast 
has  taken  off  the  few  natural  flies  that  were  on  the 
water.  Anglers  who  were  regularly  on  the  banks  of 
the  Yorkshire  rivers  during  the  past  few  years 
cannot  help  but  have  noticed  a  great  decrease  of 
insect  life  on  the  waters ;  this  has  been  more 
pronounced  than  ever  so  far  this  season,  and 
up  to  now  there  has  been  a  phenomenal  dearth 
of  natural  flies  on  every  trout  stream  in  the 
county.  How  to  account  for  it  I  know  not,  for 
formerly,  even  in  bitterly  cold  weather,  it  was  usual 
to  see  a  goodl  hatch  of  dark  bloas ;  now  they  are 
conspicuous  by  their  almost  total  absence.  The 
fly  fishers  on  the  Yore  during  the  past  few 
days  have  only  caught  a  brace  or  two  each 
with  the  fiy,  with  one  exception,  namely,  the  Hon. 
A.  .L.  Orde-Powlett,  who  filled  liis  pannier  between 
Middleham  and  Wensley  the  other  day.  All  his 
fish  were  caught  with  the  March  Brown ;  this  fly, 
both  male  and  female,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  the  Little  Needle  are  the  best  fhes 
that  can  be  used  for  Easter.  A  Wharfedale  corre- 
spondent writes  me  that  things  are  not  as  they 
should  be  for  this  time  of  the  year  in  the  district 
of  Kettlewell.  This  river  continues  to  run  in 
good  volume,  and  has  everything  the  fly  fisher 
could  look  forward  to,  baskets  from  a  brace 
or  two  up  to,  say,  fifteen  fish  being  the  sum 
total  of  what  some  experts  could  capture  on  this 
river,  the  Orange  Partridge  and  Waterhen  have 
killed  as  well  as  anything.  On  the  Kilnsey  length 
up  to  now  hardly  anyone  has  been  out,  and  very  few 
fish  have  been  caught.  Lower  down  the  Wharfe  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  at  Gras- 
sington,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley, 
and  up  to  April  15  some  good  baskets  were 
made.  The  other  day  Captain  Thompson  had 
good  sport  with  the  fly  at  Burnsall.  On 
April  15  good  baskets  were  made  on  the  Ilkley 
length,  averaging  about  six  brace,  the  best  catches 
being  got  with  the  fly,  March  Brown,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  Waterhen  being  the  favourite  flies. 
Very  little  has  been  done  beyond  this  district.  The 
Nidd  has  been  fishing  fairly  well  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  several  anglers  were  out  at  the  latter  end  oE 
last  week.  Fair  sport  was  met  with  at  Darley, 
Dacre,  Banksand,  Knaresborough  :  baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  six  brace  were  got  with  the  fly.  Miller's 
Dark  Needle  and  Snipe  and  Purple  being  the 
favourites  on  this  particular  river.  What  weather 
will  be  vouchsafed  to  us  for  Easter  it  is  unsafe 
to  predict  in  this  fickle  climate ;  all  I  can  is  that 
no  matter  what  the  conditions  may  be,  there  is 
certain  to  be  the  usual  rush  of  anglers,  for  all  the 
apartments  at  the  hotels  are  bespoken  and  our 
streams  are  in  good  trim.  The  best  flies  are  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  March  Brown  (male  and  female). 
Orange  Partridge  and  Snipe  and  Purple.  Should 
the  water  be  at  all  coloured,  the  preserved  minnows 
spun  on  the  wee  Chapman  or  Ariel  tackle  will  kill, 
next  to  that,  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Angling  continues  to  be 
prosecuted  with  conspicuous  success  on  the  Beauly 
and  Conon  rivers.  Mr.  Young  and  party,  who 
lease  the  Home  reaches  of  the  Beauly,  and  who 
have  their  headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel, 
had  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  101b.  on  April  10. 
April  11  was  blank,  while 'on  April  12  and  April  13 
the  water  was  too  low  for  successful  angling.  The 
change  in  the  weather  on  April  14  brought  success, 
and  on  that  day  three  beauties  of  161b.,  101b.,  and 
81b.  were  creeled.  April  15  was  again  favourable, 
and  four  nice  salmon  of  111b.,  lOilb.,  101b.,  and 
101b.  were  grassed,  besides  losing  four  more  after 
some  play.  This  makes  a  total  to  Mr.  Young  for 
his  eleven  days'  angling  of  eighteen  fine  salmon, 
aggregating  190Jlb.,  or  the  fine  average  of  101b. 
I440Z.  each.  In  the  Cannich  district  some  nice 
brown  trout,  ranging  up  to  21b.  6oz.,  have  been 
landed  by  anglers  on  the  Cannich  Hotel  waters,  but 
there  is  too  much  snow  on  the  hills  for  successful 
angling  on  the  lochs  in  that  quarter.  There  has 
been  a  fair  rush  of  sea- trout  into  the  lower  pools  of 
the  Beauly,  with  the  result  that  during  the  week 
baskets  ranging  up  to  141b.  have  been  landed  t)y 
the  Moniach  Castle  and  Farley  House  rods.  The 


April  22,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


trout  are  in  capital  condition,  and  run  from  12oz 
up  to  21b.  4oz  Some  good  sport  has  also  been  had 
on  the  Conon  during  the  week.  Mrs.  Fanell  Watson, 
who  leases  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Brahan  Castle 
waters  and  has  her  headquarters  in  the  Conon 
Arms  Hotel,  had  three  nice  salmon  of  11  lb  81b 
and  Vpb.  to  her  own  rod,  besides  losing  two"'more' 
Higher  up  the  river  two  nice  fish  of  91b.  and  81b 
have  been  landed  on  Mr.  Stirling's,  of  Fairburn^ 
rod,  while  Mr.  McKenzie,  manager,  has  been  suc- 
cessful on  Mr.  English's,  of  Scatwell,  rod.  The 
river  is,  however,  rather  low,  and  the.^e  is  a  great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  fish  on  the  pools,  even 
the  nets  at  the  river  mouth  being  scarcely  up  to 
half  last  year  s  leturns  at  the  same  date.— A.  Ross 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.-The  weather  still 
remains  cold,  and  although  a  few  anglers  have  been 
on  the  rivers  since  last  report,  the  sport  is  not 
pursued  with  that  zest  which  I  hope  improved 
ciunatic  conditions  will  soon  briug  about  An  odd 
spring  salmon  or  two  have  been  got  in  the  Metal 
Bridge  water  and  in  the  Longtown  division  of  the 
"^^^t^/-  "^PPer  reaches  of  the 

Liddle  Mr  R.  Newton,  fishing  from  Newcastleton, 
had  a  basket  of  4ilb.  of  yellow  trout.  A.  Little 
-Newcastleton,  caught  a  yellow  trout  of  lib.  weight 
at  Redheagh,  Hermitage.  Yellow  trout  are  now 
affordmg  better  sport  on  the  Esk.  Mr,  C.  Barlow 
Langholm,  creeled  eighteen  yellow  trout  with 
Green  well  tiy  at  a  fishing,  and  later  on  caught 
fourteen  all  in  good  condition.  Sea-trout  are 
making  a  fair  show  in  the  Solway  Firth,  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  there  will  be  a  good  run 
of  these  fish  m  the  course  of  a  fortnight.  The  trout 
are  about  IJlb.  and  21b.,  and  salmon  91b.  to  11  lb 
m  the  Filth.  At  the  different  fisheries  catches  of 
salmon  have  been  rather  disappointingly  small. 
I  he  poke  nets  and  haafers  had  poor  takes  all  the 
week,  and  at  the  stake  net  stations  the  returns 
scarcely  paid  expenses.  Fishing  in  Wauchope,  close 
to  Langhohii,  Mr.  Barlow  caught  eighteen  yellow 
°^  fishing  from  the 

Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  caught  ten  yellow  trout 
in  Jiwes,  last  week,  and  on  subsequent  days  had 
baskets  of  half  a  dozen  and  eight  burn  trout.  In 
the  Esk  Mr.  J.  Clarke,  Langholm,  caught  eighteen 
^.^.r '""^f •  Netherby  reserved  water, 

A  Chambers  killed  a    salmon  of  101b 

and  Mr.  Read   caught  a    small   salmon  in  Mr' 
Makant  s  stretch  of  the  Netherby  reserved  water. 
Mr.  Monkhouse  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk.    Fishing  from  the 
ii-skdale  Hotel,  an  angler  had  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  m  Ewes,  with  March  Brown  fly.    The  Wood- 
cock and  Hare's  Ear  flies  are  taking  fairly  well,  both 
^  Tarras  and  Ewes;  and  a  very  good  fly  is  dressed 
by  William  Armstrong,  of  Rowanburn,  Canonbie 
who  may  be  said  to  have  succeeded  the  •'  Butcher  " 
of  famous  memory,  as  a  fly  dresser  par  excellence. 
A  local  angler  creeled  over  a  dozen  yeUow  trout  in 
°^         I^iddle  last  week,  with 
Willie  s     new  fly.    Trout  anglers  are  enjoying 
fairly  good  sport  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle 
Mr.  Keene  has  had  a  small  salmon  below  Penton 
while  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the  Gullet  pool' 
bandholm  pool,  and  in  Kershope  Foot  water,  also  in 
Hermitage  water,  at  Cottage  pool.    Dr.  Holmes  has 
been  fairly  successful  with  yellow  trout  in  Ewes  • 
and  Mr  W.  Jackson  has  had  some  yellow  trout  iA 
Langholm  water  of  the  Esk ;  while  Mr.  Irving  has 
had  good  baskets  in  the  same  water.    Fishing  in  the 
lower. waters,  Mr.  W.  Stubbs,  Longtown,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Read,  Arthuret,  caught 
a  new  run  salmon  of  81b.  above  Longtown  Bridge 
borne  sea-trout  have  been  seen  in  the  Netheil)y 
water,  but  it  is  early  enough  for  these  fish  yet. 
Yellow  trout  are  stiU  mostly  in  the  flats  up  to  the 
present,  and  have  scarcely  commenced  to  take  the 
fly  in  the  streams.    At  time  of  writing  temperature 
remains  cold.   Fishing  in  Esk,  Ewes,  and  Wauchope 
Captain  Cattley,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temper- 
ance Hotel.  Langholm,  l)as  had  daily  kills  of  yellow 
t^out.    Mr.  Barlow  had  five  yellow  trout  in  the 
Esk,  weighing  ^Ib.  each,  Sergt.  Bell  creeled  twentv- 
eight  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  Mr.  W.  Scott  caught  a 
dozen  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  Archd.  Irwin  had 
«J.b.  yellow  trout  in  the  Upper  Esk.    There  is  an 
extraordmary  demand   for  rooms   in  Langholm 
and  surrounding  districts  for  the  Easter  &hme 
Weather,  though  cold,  is  dry,  and  waters  in  good 
angling  order. — Gilnockie. 

(Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— 
Although  the  weather  has  been  very  cold  and 
stormy  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got  since  last 
reported.  April  11  was  blank  all  over,  but  on 
April  12,  Mr  Buxton,  Gruinards  House,  on  Colonel 
Piatt  s  rod,  landed  a  salmon  of  lOilb.  on  Bulwark 
Pool  On  April  13,  Mr.  Oakley,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  caught  two,  weighing  101b.  and  141b  On 
AprU  14,  Lord  Garioch,  Belleville  House,  had  an 
8-pounder  on  Gledfield  water;  Mr.  Duplessis  Balna- 
gown Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  of  91b.  and  101b  on 
liraelavgwell  water;  and  Mr.  Buxt^n^  on  Colone] 
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Piatt's  rod,  a  7-pounder  on  Poll  Moral  (Gruinards). 
On  April  15,  Mr.  Oakley  landed  two  salmon  on 
Invercharron  water,  one  weighing  201b.  and  the  other 
81b.  On  the  Braelangwell  water,  Mr.  Duplessis  had 
a  10-pounder.  On  April  17,  Mrs.  Oakley  landed 
an  81b.  salmon  on  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr. 
Duplessis  one  of  l\\b.  on  Braelangwell  water 
April  18  was  very  wintry. — B. 

Deveron  (BanflFsMre).  —  The  weather  of  late 
has  been  of  an  erratic  nature.  At  times  bright  sun- 
shine prevails,  followed  hy  frost  and  snow  with  an 
occasional  shower  of  rain.  At  intervals  the  cold  is 
pretty  severe,  and  consequently  fishing  is  very  back- 
ward. Rod  fishing  on, the  river  as  yet  has  not  been 
attended  with  great  success,  the  discoloured  state  of 
the  water,  caused  in  a  measure  by  the  melting  of 
snow  from  the  hills,  beuig  against  angling  conditions. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  got  this  week  on 
the  tidal  water  of  the  river,  but  on  the  middle  and 
upper  waters  little  has  been  done.  At  the  various 
net  stations  along  the  coast  fish  are  reported  to  be 
very  scarce,  and  there  is  little  appearance  of  a 
change  until  the  weather  improves  and  continues 
more  steady,  A  few  salmon  were  caught  at  the  end 
of  last  week  on  the  river  by  the  sweep  nets,  but  in 
the  beginning  of  the  present  week  the  yield  was 
small.  Along  the  coast  the  returns  from  the  bag 
nets  are  very  disappointing.  The  early  appearance 
of  grilse  was  thought  to  be  the  forerunner  of  a 
successful  season,  but  as  yet  only  the  one  grilse  has 
made  its  appearance. — H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth). — For  some  days  last  week  the 
weather  was  mild,  and  very  fair  baskets  of  trout 
were  made  on  the  Lower  Isla,  Ericht  and  Dean. 
Wintry  conditions  have  again  set  in  and  put  a  stop 
to  angling.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  on  the 
upper  reaches.  Snow  is  falling  more  or  less  every 
day,  with  a  biting  north-east  wind. — Iasgair. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  be- 
come showery  and  cold  with  strong  easterly  winds, 
and  fish  have  been  off  the  rise  for  the  past  two 
days.  There  is  every  prospect  of  an  early  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  conditions.  When  at  all 
favourable  there  has  been  a  magnificent  show  of 
fish  on  the  surface.  Up  to  the  present  more 
trout  have  been  taken  with  fly  at  this  time  than 
for  over  five  years.  Dr.  Clark  and  Mr.  J.  F. 
Gemmel,  Preston,  in  two  days  had  three  trout, 
51b.  8oz.,  and  ten  trout,  91b.  8oz.,  respectively. 
Mr.  Annandale,  Perth,  eight  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  D.  Paterson  and  Mr.  Mackay,  Edinburgh,  five 
trout,  61b.  8oz.;  Mr.  Graham  Brown,  Edinburgh 
seven  trout,  4lb.  8oz.;  Mr.  Dickson,  Edinburgh,  four 
trout,  71b.  4oz.  Very  few  pike  are  now  got,  though 
there  are  m  operation  drag,  drift,  and  stake  nets. 
The  largest  taken  this  season  was  91b..  the  others 
bemg  very  small,  averaging  about  1  |lb.    I  am  not 

awaie  of  any  having  been  captured  with  the  rod.  

R.  B.  Lainq. 

Loch  nress  (Foyers  Hotel,  ^Sl.^B^  —Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  April  10,  Mrs.  Rankin-Mitchell 
Airdrie,  had  three  salmon,  9Jlb.,  17^1b.,  9ilb. ;  Mr' 
R.  Hunt,  Liverpool,  two,  201b.,  lljlb.  On  April  11, 
Mr.  R.  Hunt,  Liverpool,  one,  29^lb.  On  April  12, 
Mr.  Rankin-Mitchell,  Airdrie,  one,  191b. ;  Mrs. 
Rankin-Mitohell,  Airdrie,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  R.  Hunt 
Liverpool,  one,  81b.  On  April  13,  Mr.  D.  Campbell' 
India,  one,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Rankin- Mitchell,  Airdrie' 
one,  S^lb. ;  Mr.  R.  Hunt,  Liverpool,  one,  71b.— 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Loch  Rannoch  Hotel)  On 

April  14,  Mr.  Gow,  of  the  Loch  Rannoch  Hotel, 
while  out  fishing  for  a  short  time  on  the  loch, 
landed  a  beautiful  trout  weighing  fully  3lb. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  prospects  are 
brighter  now  than  they  have  been  any  time  during 


the  sprmg.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  Sir  Dighton 
Probyn  has  been  anfrling  with  considerable 
success ;  he  is  staying  with  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie  at 
Glenmuick.  On  the  Ballater  reachps  Mr.  Bristoe's 
party  are  securing  five  and  six  fish  daily,  and  since 
the  recent  rise  in  the  river  sport  has  been 
\u  °"  upper  waters.     On  the 

Aboyne  reaches  eleven  fi-h  were  creeled  by  guests 
staying  at  the  Huntly  Arms,  all  ranging  from  6lb. 
to  141b.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  beats  better 
sport  IS  now  being  liad.  Mr.  A.  Forbes  had  a  fine 
fish  of  81b.  on  Tuesday  on  the  Borrowstone  section 
m  addition  to  a  basket  of  14lb.  of  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  on  the  association's  water.  On  the  Woodend 
section  Capt.  Quintin  Dick  and  party  have  been 
very  successful,  while  Lord  Penrhyn's  party  have 
creeled  somn  200  on  the  Cairnton  ranging  from  61b. 
to  25lb.  His  eldest  son  had  one  on  April  17  of 
14lb. ;  on  the  Crathes  Water  Mr.  George  D-ividson, 
Wellwood,  creeled  his  fiftieth  fish  last  week,  while 
Mr.  Nicol,  Rosecobie,  has  also  had  some  good  sport; 
on  the  Durris  water,  Nicoll,  keeper,  had  four  fine 
fish  on  April  14,  and  two  on  April  17,  scaling  from 
81b.  to  121b. ;  while  Mr.  Meakin  has  also  hai  good 
sport  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  same  water. 
For  some  time  back  very  few  salmon  have  been  got 
on  the  lower  waters.  On  April  12,  however,  four 
were  creeled  on  the  Upper  Drum  section,  while  one 
or  two  have  been  had  on  the  Park  and  Culter 
septions.  On  the  tidal  waters  finnock  fishing  is 
fairly  good  for  the  first  time  i^ince  the  season  opened. 
Messrs.  W.  Robb,  J.  Harper,  Robertson,  Laing  and 
other  experts  are  making  baskets  of  from  eight  to 
twenty  fish  per  tide,  and  one  angler  had  twenty- 
eight  on  April  13  all  to  the  fly.  Don. — The  much- 
needed  clean  out  has  come  at  last.  On  April  15 
the  wormer  was  in  his  glory.  On  theParkhill  water 
the  keeper  creeled  a  fish  of  8lb.  On  the  Kintore 
Burgh  waters  Mr.  Impie,  Mr.  Clyne,  and  others 
from  Aberdeen  had  fairly  good  sport.  The  Ythan 
and  Ugie  are  now  fishing  well  since  the  recent  fill, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  wesks  vastly 
enhanced.  — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— During  the  past  week 
the  weather  has  been  very  boisterous  and  otherwise 
unfavourable ;  nevertheless,  Messrs.  Farrer  and 
Ridley,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  were  out  on 
April  11  and  landed  a  salmon  each,  weighing  18lb. 
and  91b.  respectively;  on  April  12  Mr.  Farrei- 
caught  an  8-pounder;  April  13  was  blank;  but  on 
April  14  Mr.  Ridley  landed  three  salmon  weighing 
211b.,  lOib.,  and  91b.,  while  Mr.  Farrer  caught  two 
of  91b.  and  81b. ;  April  15  was  blank.  The  beginning 
of  this  week  was  very  stormy.  On  April  18  there 
were  slight  snow  showers  with  bitterly  cold  easterly 
"ales. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — More  unsettled  weather 
and  waters  have  occurred  since  last  week's  notes, 
and  angling  has  not  been  so  good  this  week.  At  the 
time  of  writing  a  cold  east  wind  prevails,  and  trout 
have  not  been  rising  so  freely  for  several  days.  On 
the  whole,  however,  the    prospects    for  Easter 
hoUday  anglers  are  fairly  promising,  and  if  there  is 
a  change  of  wind  to  the  south-west  and  warmer 
temperature,  I  think  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
are  likely  to  be  the  rule  on  waters  that  have  not 
been  so  much  fished  this  spring.     One  of  your 
contemporaries  informs  its  readers  that  sea-trout 
are  plentiful  in  the  tidal  and  lower  reaches  of 
the  Annan.    There  is  no  such  thing  in  the  river. 
Sea-trout  are  making  no  show  in  the  rivers  as  yet, 
and  they  are  never  caught  in  the  Border  rivers 
until  well  into  May.    In  the  Solway  nets  the  sea- 
trout  are  being  caught  in  small  numbers.  The 
Annan. — This  river  has  been  in  moderate  order 
since  the  flood  of  April  15.    In  the  upper  waters  on 
April  15  a  fair  number  of  anglers  were  out  with  fly, 
but  the  trout  weie  not  rising  freely.  The  best  basket 
amounted  to   sixteen  yellow  trout,  take  i  with 
March    Brown,    Spider,    and    Orange    by  Mr. 
Richardson.    Mr.  Johnstone  took  a  smaller  basket 
lower  down  the   river,  while  various  other  rods 
had    from    half-a  dozen    to    ten    yellow  trout 
each.     The    late  floods    have   cleared  out  most 
of    the   kelt    salmon    to    the    Solway,  though 
there  are  still  a  few  hanging  about  in  the  tidal 
wate.s.    One  or  two  salmon  have  been  hooked  and 
lost  within  the  week.     Probably  they  were  kelts, 
as  the  show  of  spring  salmon  in  this  river  this 
season  has  been  a  poor  one.    In  the  tributaries  a 
number  of  rods  are  having  fair  sport  among  yellow 
trout,  but  the  baskets  wou.d  be  heavier  if  mire 
genial  winds  would  blow.    The  trout  are  mostly 
found  in  the  deeper  waters  just  now,  but  they 
would  take   to  the  streams  more  freely  if  the 
weather  was  warmer.    The  Milk  has  been  in  fair 
condition,  and  local  rods  have  had  moderate  sport 
The  Dumfries  Nith.  —  This  river  has  been  in 
fair  order  since  last  week's  notes,  but  sport  has 
not   been  good  on  |  most  of  the   stretches.  Up 
Closeburn  way  the  local  rods  have  had  a  few 
trout,  and  similar  sport  has  fallen  to  Thornhill 
anglers  on  the  mid-N'ithsdale  waters   below  the 
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ducal  village.  'In  the  tributaries  the  Cluden  and 
Cairn  not  much  has  been  done,  but  on  Saturday, 
April  15,  one  rod  had  sixteen  yellow  trout  on  Mr. 
Calder's  portion  at  Dalgonar  of  Dunscore,  while  other 
rods  had  from  a  brace  to  half  a  dozen  trout  all 
with  fly.  Little  i?  doing  in  the  Cluden  at  present. 
The  Galloway  Bivers. — Unsettled  weather  has 
kept  the  waters  in  an  up  and  down  condition,  and 
there  has  been  so  little  sport  on  the  various  rivers 
and  lochs  that  it  is  not  worth  while  writing  the 
details.  The  trout^re  in  better  order,  and  suitable 
weather  would .  cause  trout  to  rise  freely.  From 
Ayrshire  there  are  no  notes  to  hand  this  week. — 

HEiTHERBELL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Killamey. — Salmon  fishing  is  improving,  and 
generally  good  sport  has  been  had  both  by  visitors 
and  local  professional  fishermen.  Brown  trout  also 
have  afforded  ample  sport.  AU  the  waters  here  are 
now  in  good  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Long'lt  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
On  April  14  General  Lord  Grenfell  had  a  salmon  of 
10|lb.,  and  a  brown  trout  of  2Jlb. ;  Johnny  Shea,  a 
salmon  of  101b. ;  and  Pat  Currane  one  of  10|lb.  On 
April  16  Pat  Currane  got  a  fine  fish  of  1 5  Jib. 
— T.  J.  D. 

'*  SXouutain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

The  weather  has  been  very  bad  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  past  week,  and  only  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  occasionally  on  the  above  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — Owing  to  the  storms  of 
the  past  week  there  was  little  attempt  at  fishing. 
However,  there  was  a  couple  of  salmon  taken, 
largest  (in  a  net),  21  lb.,  one  (on  rod),  81b. — Frank 
Browne. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (April  8). — Another  slack  report  of  the 
fishing  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  recent  genial 
sunny  weather  has  set  back  to  cold,  wet,  windy 
days,  with  snow  on  the  tops  and  hail  down  here  to 
the  detriment  of  early  fiowering  fruit  trees.  This 
caused  fewer  excursions  to  the  streams,  which  wore 
found  either  too  dirty  or  too  low.  Still  a  few  trout 
— not  large  ones — were  taken  in  the  Stockalper, 
and  about  a»  many  in  the  Biordas  stream  on  the 
uplands  north  of  Lac  Leman,  which  the  Colonel 
visited  by  way  of  a  change.  It  was  found  to  be 
rather  full,  with  broken  rapids  and  pools,  the  fish 
rising  only  at  the  edge,  and  being  of  an  inferior 
class  to  the  best  of  those  in  the  Rhone  Valley 
streams.  April  15. — Owing  to  some  splendid  weather 
this  week  anghng  excursions  have  been  more 
numerous  in  two  or  three  directions,  without  any 
very  grand  results  however.  The  Venoge  river 
beyond  Lausanne,  near  the  Pontarlier  line,  was 
visited  between  Cossonay  and  Vufflens.  This  nice 
woodland  stream  was  full,  running  strong,  and  of 
good  fly  fishing  colour.  The  rising  trout,  though 
in  good  condition,  were  not  hooking  satisfactorily, 
still  a  few  were  taken  up  to  9  Jin.  in  length.  They 
fought  well,  and  were  of  pink  colour  when  cooked. 
Olive  and  Blue  Duns  and  Red  Palmer  flies  were 
i:)referred.  The  jungle  on  the  banks  was  most 
difficult  to  traverse,  and  the  water  too  deep  for 
wading.  The  Colonel  and  another  visited  the  Broye 
(or  Biordas  R.),  near  Oron  and  Ecub lens-Rue  in  the 


Vevey  hinterland,  where  the  trout  were  coming 
short  at  the  same  flies.  Here  a  rare  incident 
occurred,  a  native  interrupting  proceedings  by 
claiming  the  fishing  rights,  which  are  generally 
Government  property  in  Canton  Vaud.  I  visited 
the  Stockalper,  and  found  the  water  low  and 
sUghtly  coloured — there  were  no  flies  and  hardly 
any  trout  visible  even  in  the  best  places.  Two 
anglers  whom  I  met  found  things  equally  bad,  and 
I  only  got  one  fish  with  a  small  Red  Palmer.  The 
Rhone  was  low  and  very  dirty,  the  spring  late,  and 
fruit  trees  only  beginning  to  flower,  though  the 
snows  of  the  mountains  are  now  vanishing.  Two 
or  three  swallows  were  seen,  but  not  busy  on  the 
wing,  and 'no  cuckoo  was  heard.  When  the  season 
is  more  advanced  and  new  bridging  operations  at 
the  Porte  du  Scex  are  finished — now  interfering 
with  the  water  distribution — things  may  improve. 
The  Vaudois  was  too  dirty  to  fish  with  flies,  as  is 
often  the  case,  yet  the  best  day's  fishing  heard  of 
this  season  took  place  there. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelli^s. — Sea  angling,  which  has  been  at 
a  standstill  here  for  over  a  week,  has  been  resumed, 
and  fair  takes  of  pollack  and  mackerel  have  been 
had.  No  bass  have  been  met";  with  so  far.  Bock 
fishing  will  soon  commence  if  the  weather  gets 
warm. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Fair  sport  has  been 
had  at  spring  pollack,  the  best  lures  being  red 
rubbers.    A  few  mackerel  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  strong  north-east  wind 
which  has  prevailed  since  Sunday  last  has  thickened 
the  water  considerably,  but  has  rendered  the 
water  so  rough  as  to  almost  put  a  period  to  all 
angling.  Should  the  wind  blow  itself  out  at  an 
early  future  date,  Easter  visitors  may  obtain  some 
sport,  but  at  present  it  has  all  the  appearancs  of 
hardening.  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Band  were  very 
successful  among  the  pouting  on  April  14  after 
sunset,  and  a  few  codling  and  dabs  were  also 
taken.  Mr.  Larkman  and  Mr.  Bushnell  made  poor 
returns  on  the  morning  of  April  15  ;  but  later  in 
the  day  Mr  Simons  and  Mr.  Young  did  well,  though 
pouting  constituted  their  entire  catch.  Mr.  Larkman 
1  anded  a  nurse-dog — the  first  of  its  species  taken  this 
season — the  water  at  the  time  being  clear  and  bright. 
Nothing  whatever  came  to  hand  on  the  following 
day  until  after  dark,  when  Mr.  Snowden  and  Mr. 
Simons,  who  faced  the  extremely  inclement  ele- 
ments, each  captured  a  few  small  pout.  Mr.  C. 
Rowland  Winn,  B.S.A.S.,  and  two  brother  anglers, 
fished  during  the  rough  weather  on  April  17,  but 
their  sport  was  scarcely  worthy  of  record.  To-day 
(April  18)  only  two  rods  are  in  evidence,  and  nothing 
whatever  has  yet  been  caught. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — Fish  are  now  beginning  to  come 
in  ;  last  week  a  21b.  mullet  was  taken  close  to  the 
shore  in  a  net.  Mr.  Whitchurch  went  out  a  few 
hours  securing  three  codling  and  several  whiting. 
Mr.  Wheeler  was  out  on  April  15  and  secured  seven 
cod,  three  being  over  IJlb.,  and  some  dabs.  One  of 
the  boatmen  had  twenty  cod,  two  being  over  31b., 


on  long  Unes,  a  few  others  are  also  being  secured  off 
the  pier.— J.  A.  Gripper. 

Plymouth. — Pollack  have  not  been  feeding  so 
well  this  week ;  the  usual  haunts  for  them  at  this 
time  of  the  year  are  the  east  and  west  end  of  the 
Breakwater.  As  the  spring  comes  on  they  come 
nearer  in,  and  are  to  be  caught  off  Redding  point, 
the  Duke  rock,  and  the  Winter  shoal ;  this  latter 
place  is  a  great  favourite  next  month.  The  bass 
are  still  taking  the  natural  bait  with  a  small  spinner 
at  Tumchapel.  Pouting  are  now  coming  on,  and 
the  warmer  the  weather  makes  boat  fishing  more 
pleasant,  especially  when  ypu  are  anchored  and 
fishing  at  the  bottom.  Several  dozens  of  these  fish 
can  be  caught  in  an  hour,  as  many  as  four  and 
five  lines,  each  provided  with  a  chopstick,  being 
furnished  with  two  hooks,  can  be  used  in  one  boat. 
The  inullet  are  still  taking  in  the  docks  in  the  early 
morning.  I  noticed  two  bass  fishermen  on  the 
Rame  Head  one  day  last  week,  and  we  may  hear  of 
success  with  these  fish  at  any  time;  they  afford 
good_  sport  when  they  are  on,  as  you  can  stand  on 
the  rocks  and  cast  for  them. — William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgfate. — Considering  the  time  of  the  year 
the  early  part  of  the  week  afforded  exceptionally 
good  sport.  Several  boats  were  out,  returning  with 
from  two  to  three  score  of  codling  and  a  few  flatfish. 
On  April  14,  one  angler,  piloted  by  Fox,  had  over 
401b.  of  fish,  chiefly  codling.  On  the  West  Pier, 
Mr.  Laker  has  had  good  sport  with  the  pollack. 
Small  bass  and  smelts  have  been  taken  from  the 
East  Pier,  and  the  Iron  Pier  and  Marina  have 
afforded  sport  both  with  codling  and  bass.  The 
weather  broke  up  on  April  16  to  the  disappointment 
of  week-end  fishermen.  There  is  still  time  for  a 
change,  and  as  the  tides  serve  well  for  the  holidays 
we  must  hope  for  the  best,  and  that  the  elements 
will  prove  propitious. — Grey  Mullet. 


Sport  in  Lafayette  County,  Florida.  — 
Though  the  fact  is  not  generally  known  except 
to  a  few  residents  of  the  State,  yet  it  is  perhaps 
safe  to  say  that  no  finer  hunting  or  fishing  grounds 
can  be  found  on  the  American  continent  than  in  the 
counties  of  Florida  that  border  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 
The  reasons  for  this  are  not?  hard  to  find.  Not 
traversed  by  any  game  scaring  raUroad,  sparsely 
inhabited  by  a  nomadic  but  unique  specimen  of 
the  Caucasian  genus  homo,  who  are  innocent  alike 
of  even  the  crudest  of  human  habitations  as  of  the 
alphabet,  and  of  the  improved  modern  implements 
of  hunting  and  fishing,  this  territory,  as  level  as  a 
billiard-table,  and  'covered  with  alternating  pine 
forests,  prairie  and  cedar,  live-oak  and  cypress 
swamps,  and  traversed  by  numerous  small  streams, 
presents  at  once  a  safe  refuge  and  bounteous  feeding 
ground  for  deer,  bear,  panther,  turkey,  quail,  wild- 
cat, catamount,  otter,  coon,  squirrel,  and  in  winter 
ducks  and  geese  in  myriads,  while  the  fresh  water 
streams  and  small  lakes  teem  with  black  bass  and 
numerous  varieties  of  the  gamest  and  most 
delicious  pan  fish,  and  immediately  on  the  coast,  at 
almost  any  point  of  approach,  oysters  that  rival 
the  Chesapeake  blue  points  in  size  and  flavour  may 
be  picked  up  in  abimdance  anywhere. — National 
Sportsman. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

WfllCHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WAM  WIVKSHIRE. 

On  tlie  borders  o£  Oxfordshire,  Gloucestershire, 
aud  Worcestershire.  Old-fashioned  Farmhouse 
(dated  1711).  Board  residence,  SO*',  weekly. 
<liand  scenery,  charming-  drives  to  Shakespeare's 
country,  Eilge  Hills,  Corapton  Wynates,  Brough- 
lon  (_lastle,  Wroxton  Abliey,  Heithor]),  Broadway, 
AVliicIiford  and  Wolfold  W<iod9,  Weston  House, 
and  Park,  King's  Stones,  and  many  more  places 
<if  interest.  Iwo  miles  good,  preserved  Trout 
l''isliing,  restocked  1902-03-04,  with  Rainbows 
and  Salmo  Farios.  Tickets  2s.  Gd.  daily.  Shooting, 
;i(iO  acres.  Kailway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via 
Banbury.  Highest  references.  Apply,  K.  E.  Cook. 


IT  STANDS  ALONE,  UNRIVALLED. 

fOR  CATCHING  FISH, 
TAYLOR'S  IMPROVED 

KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE. 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White, 
and  Yellow. 

Sold  in  3d.,  6d.,  and  1/-  Tina. 
Always  Ready  for  Use. 


Samples  of  each  Colour,  post  free,  ]/-, 
or  one  tin,  4d, 

CLARKE  &  CO., 
38.  CALLOWTREE  GATE.  LEICESTER. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Beued  m  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  sold  by  mlulmam  mea*arement,  not  by  average 
length.   Mollnsca,  Crustaceana,  Water  Flantf,  &c. 


"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  fish  and  pspalne. 
Agent.  Inspection  Invited.   Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 


Sole  British 


C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


ANCLO-NORWECIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:    Col.  W.  BROMLEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  members  In 
everything  affecting  their  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  Private  Agency  for  Letting  the  Fishing*  or  Sporting  Bights  of  It*  members  In 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Bights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  is  in 
a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  A.  VENABLE5  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


Ang'lers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Tor  Fishing'  in  the  Avon  sr  Stour, 

SHODLD  ADTERTISK  IN 

The  Obsemr  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 

Address:  "Observar"  OfBce,  Bouniemoutb. 


Anglers  wishiii§r  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing'  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADAIMISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charge*  wry  mader»te. 
A4dr«si:  King  street,  Alfretaa. 


SALMON  FISHINGS 

ON  BIVER  SPET. 


Two  to  Three  Miles  to  Let 

from  May  let  to  June  14th.  Eent  £65, 
including  fisherman's  ■wages ;  or  with 
commodious  furnished  house,  £100. 
Nets,  which  took  thousands  of  .  fish 
annually,  now  removed  from  river. — 
Napier  Landale,  Factor,  Aberlour. 


A  Rod  on  Trout  Stream 

Two  or  three  days  a  week  during  coming 
season,  within  easy  reach  of  Basingstoke. 
Address,  Fullebtok,  Sherfield  Hall 
Basingstoke. 


INDIA-RUBBER 
KNEE  BOOTS. 

(Men's  Size,  8.) 
Quite  New.  Never  Worn, 

Cost  21s.       Accept  14s.  6cl. 
Approval  willingly. — 

LINDSEY,  S.A.A.S., 
25,  Tylers  Avenue,  Southend-on-Sea, 
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Pfovlfleial  ilfigliiig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

"  All  those  in  the  Midlands  who  have  been  looking 
forward  to  a  bit  of  trout  fishing  during  the  holidays 
wiU  have  to  suffer  through  the  great  change  in  the 
weather.  We  have  this  day  (Tuesday)  had  hail, 
rain,  and  snow,  and  from  the  different  changes 
in  the  weather  we  have  had  of  late  the  prospects 
look  anything  but  bright  for  the  holidays.  Under 
the  circumstances  it  will  be  wise  to  remain  at  home, 
as  sport  will  be  very  much  off.  This  morning  we 
had  a  fall  of  about  two  inches  of  snow,  and  there 
looks  like  more  to  come,  as  the  wind  is  in  the  right 
direction  for  it,  and  we  look  like  having  a  miserable 
Easter  from  a  fishing  point  of  view.  Very  little 
has  been  done  during  the  past  week  owing 
to  the  changeable  state  of  the  atmospherical 
arrangements.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  a 
large  number  of  our  clubs  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  fish  the  Avon  during  the  coming 
season.  The  river  has  been  well  looked  after,  and 
without  a  doubt  there  will  be  a  good  season  in 
store  for  the  coarse  fishermen.  With  the  change  in 
the  weather,  all  our  local  rivers  are  out  of  condition, 
and  sport  is  so  far  at  a  standstill,  but  still,  we  must 
look  forward  to  the  future,  and  I  hope  there  will  be 
better  days  in  store  for  us  all. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  now  in  fair  condition,  but  the 
weather  has  this  week,  so  far,  been  much  against 
the  anglers'  interest  in  respect  of  sleet,  snow,  and 
rain,  therefore  not  many  anglers  have  been  out  in 
quest  of  sport,  but  we  hope  for  better  weather 
during  the  holidays,  for  several  clubs  have  made 
their  arrangements  on  the  river  and  various  places 
on  that  day,  namely,  the  Waterloo  Club  will  fish  at 
Hull  Bridge,  and  the  East  Hull  Band  A.S.  at  Minto 
Flatts,  whilst  the  Portland  Arms  Club  will  fish  at 
Weelferry.  so  that  the  Hull  will  be  fairly  well 
pa,tronised  ;  the  Holderness  Drains  are  to  have  a 
fair  share  of  patronage  by  local  clubs,  no  less  than 
ten  clubs  having  arranged  for  matches  at  Hedon 
and  Patrington. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  taken  a  bad  turn  again  here.  The 
wind  is  due  east,  and,  out  of  the  sun,  it  is  more  like 
Christmas  than  anything  else,  and  the  best  advice  I 
can  give  anyone  who  may  be  thinking  of  paying  an 
angling  visit  to  Windemere  is  that  they  bring  an  oil 
stove  along  with  them,  as  it  will  be  found  very  useful. 
Next  to  nothing  has  been  done,  and  under  existing 
climatic  conditions  very  little  can  be  expected.  I 
mentioned  the  other  week  the  bad  condition  of 
some  char  that  had  been  netted  by  the  Windermere 
Angling  Association's  men.     Some  came  under 
notice  the  other  day'  that  were  full  of  spawn, 
and  in  wretched  order.     It  seems  to  me  that 
these  things  should  not  be.    The  best  local  stream 
trout  of  the  season  for   this  district  was  killed 
by  Mr.  Evershed  on  the  Levens  Park  water  on 
April  13.     It  was  a  beautiful  thick  fish  which 
weighed  1  lb.  12oz.    On  the  same  day  and  stream, 
Mr.  PolHtt  had  a  grand  lot  of  thirty,  and  the  writer 
had  the  good  luck  to  hook  and  kill  two  together, 
which  weighed  respectively  13oz.  and  9oz.  When 
I  state  that  I  was  fishing  a  very  fine  hair  line,  anglers 
will  understand  that  I  had  rather  an  anxious  time 
of  it  before  landing  them.    Another  pounder  fell  the 
next  day,  on  the  same  stream,  to  the  rod  oi  Mr. 
Fishwick.    I  tried  its  upper  reaches  on  Monday, 
and  took  some  thirty  odd,  but  they  ran  very  small, 
and  were  but  in  moderate  condition.    Until  a  change 
of  weather  takes  place  it  will  pay  anglers  best  to 
give  this  district  a  wide  berth. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Great  preparations  are  in  progress  for  Easter  in 
Liverpool  and  district.  A  great  many,  both  indi- 
viduals and  clubs,  are  booked  for  their  favourite 
North  Wales.  Not  much  is  heard  from  Wigan,  but 
doubtless  they  will  have  the  usual  Easter  matches. 
Rumour  speaks  of  a  fair  exodus  of  rods  from 
Boltori,  and  lio  doubt  from  Warrington,  if  they  can 
meantime  settle  the  "  feeder  "  question.  All  our 
rivers  are  not  fishing  up  to  the  usual  average  for 
spring — the  cold  and  unsettled  weather  is  blamed. 
The  BoUin  and  Dane,  both  heavily  fished  by  our 
county  rods,  although  in  Cheshire,  are  far  below 
average,  but  with  continued  fine  weather  should 
yield  lair  sport  for  Easter.  The  chief  complaint  is 
the  great  scarcity  of  flies. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  Saturday  (April  15)  was  the  first  day  coarse 
fishers  have  felt  any  hardship  since  the  close  season 
started.    It  was  a  lovely  day,  but,  strange  to  say. 


anything  but  favourable  to  trout  fishing.  April  16 
was  a  bitterly  cold  day — east  wind  enough  to  dry 
up  your  vitals— but  some  good  trout  were  taken  in 
the  same  waters  that  fished  blank  on  April  15.  It 
does  not  look  by  the  last  report  from  Lake  Vyrnwy 
that  many  are  beating  our  city  rod,  Mr.  Malpass, 
although  he  is  not  getting  his  usual  totals.  Tackle 
dealers  are  not  pulled  out  of  the  place  for  tackle, 
and  if  many  are  going  away  for  Easter  it  is  on  the 
strength  of  old  equipment.  Many  of  our  locals 
appear  to  be  of  a  lukewarm  nature,  not  having 
shaken  off  their  winter  football  fever. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

News  is  again  very  scarce.  The  Trent  has  run 
into  nice  condition  for  trout  fishing,  but  owing  to 
bitterly  cold  weather,  with  boisterous  winds  raging 
from  the  east,  few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  On 
the  open  portions  of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet 
sundry  fish  have  been  creeled  with  the  small  red 
worms,  notably  the  "brandling."  Dock  grubs  are 
scarce  in  our  district.  The  Nottingham  Waltonian 
Society  held  their  bi-annual  dinner  at  headquarters 
on  the  night  of  April  13,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  J.  E.  Wootton,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Nottingham 
Anglers'  Association;  Mr.  H.  Sands,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  was  in  the  vice-chair.  Mr.  E.  Shardlow, 
the  secretary,  reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  over 
£10.  The  society  possess  a  select  piece  of  water  on 
the  Trent  in  the  Wilford  district;  but  in  many 
ways  they  enjoy  plenty  of  privileges,  having  on  the 
roll  book  some  of  the  most  experienced  fishermen 
m  the  city.  At  the  period  of  writing  the  weather 
seemed  more  promising,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  we 
shall  have  a  fine  Easter. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  fell  last  week,  but  has  had  little 
effect  upon  the  rivers,  which  are  high  but  in  good 
fishing  order.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out,  but 
should  the  weather  be  fine,  many  will  be  at  the 
waterside  this  week-end,  as  our  clubs  do  not  com- 
mence trout-fishing  until  Good  Friday,  after  which 
the  club  waters  are  generally  well  patronised. 
Messrs.  Martin,  Perks,  Hooper,  and  Harrison  have 
each  had  a  brace  or  two  of  nice  brook  trout,  and 
the  fly  has  been  tried  in  the  Teme,  but  rises  were 
few  and  the  fish  were  short.  Warmer  weather  is 
rriuch  wanted.  The  weather  to-day  (Tuesday)  is 
bitterly  cold,  and  a  biting  N.E.  wind  is  blowing 
strong,  with  an  occasional  hailstorm — not  weather 
favourable  to  the  angler. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fishing  in  the  York  Amalgamation  waters  at 
Husthwaite  on  Monday,  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe,  the 
secretary,  caught  two  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  trout. 
Worna  and,  land  grub  were  used  as  bait.  The  fish 
were  in  fine  condition  and  above  measurement.  A 
gentleman  has  granted  to  the  Amalgamation,  free, 
the  fishing  on  the  same  stretch  of  water  which  he 
has  himself  enjoyed.  Although  the  Easter  holidays 
fall  later  than  usual,  it  was  not  anticipated  up  to 
Wednesday  that  anglers  would  have  any  better  chance 
of  sport,  the  weather  being  cold  and  cheerless,  and 
showers  of  sleet  not  infrequent.  The  prospects 
were  rather  for  more  snow  broth  in  the  streams, 
with  its  consequences  in  the  putting  of  the  fish  off' 
the  feed,  and  the  retarding  of  the  hatching  out  of 
spring  flies.  The  heaviest  trout  of  the  season 
weighed  in  by  any  club  is  reported  to  have  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Thistlewood  in  Leeds  Amalgamated 
waters  at  Arthington.  The  fish  turned  the  scales 
at  21b.  6oz.,  and  was  caught  with  the  worm.  Much 
of  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  Yorkshire  rivers  is  at- 
tributed to  over-netting.  The  salmon-netter  takes 
a  very  considerable  quantity  of  coarse  fish,  and 
naturally  ordinary  anglers  do  not  relish  the  idea 
of  the  advantages  of  restocking  being  largely 
counteracted  at  their  expense. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  against  angling 
since  last  notes,  but  the  prospects  of  sport  have 
improved  all  round  by  the  fact  that  salmon  are 
arriving  in  generally  good  numbers  on  all  the  prin- 
cipal waters.  Lake  fishing  has  not  been  up  to  the 
mark  on  the  majority  of  salmon  waters,  though 
brown  trout  fishing  has  often  yielded  fine  sport  on 
the  Munster  lakes.  Sea  fishing  has  been  practically 
at  a  standstill  everywhere  for  the  week. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
oy  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

1096.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Limited,  and  Alfred 
Williams,  Standard  Works,  Redditch.  "An  im- 
proved artificial  fishing  bait." 


THE  DARLEY  DALE  CLUB. 


Dear  Sir, — The  annual  meeting  of  the  above 
was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  April  8.    There  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs 
was  disclosed.     A  few  minor  alterations  in  the 
rules  were  discussed  and  carried ;  these  will  come 
into  force  in  1906.     The  two  or  three  vacancies 
were  quickly  filled  up,  and  several  very  desirable 
apphcants  will  have  to  submit  to  their  names  being 
put  on  the  reserved  list  for  admittance  when  a 
vacancy  occurs.     This  pleasant  and  successful 
meeting  was  followed  by  a  dinner,  to  which  some 
twenty  to  thirty  of  our  members  and  friends  sat 
down.    The  dirmer  itself  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
There  is  only  one  word  for  it— excellent.    The  food 
was  good,  the  wine  was  good,  the  attendance  and 
table  decoration  first-rate.     Much  regret  was  ex- 
pressed at  your  not  being  present  at  this  our  first 
dine  together  after  an  existence  of  raoie  than  forty 
years.    The  Royal  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  ha-s  under- 
gone a  perfect  transformation.  Every  appointment 
about  the  place  is  up  to  the  standard  of  the  best 
London  hotels.  An  ideal  headquarters  for  members 
coming  to  stay  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  fishing, 
for  in  addition  to  our  own  length  of  six  miles,  fish- 
ing can  be  obtained  on  the  six  miles  of  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford   Angling  Society's  water  for  the 
modest  payment  of  2s.  6d.  per  day.    The  length 
below  Cromford  Bridge  is  very  good,  especially  in 
the  months  of  .June,  July,  and  August.    One  July 
day  m  the  early  eighties  I  caught  the  fish  in  this 
length  absolutely  silly.    There  was  a  marvellous 
hatch  of  duns,  which  started  about  ten  in  the 
morning  and  lasted  all  day.     I  gave  up  about 
seven,  having  filled  my  basket  twice  over.    I  kept 
twenty  brace,  not  one  less  than  half  a  pound,  and 
many  of  them  a  pound  and  over,  and  returned  at 
least  twenty  brace  of  smaller  fish  to  the  water. 
This  sort  of  thing  only  occurs  once  in  a  lifetime. 
This  was  in  the  unregenerate  days  before  school 
boards,  when  both  fish  and  fishermen  had  not  been 
taught  to  observe  respectable  limits.    I  asked  one 
or  two  of  our  old  members  if  they  remembered  "  one- 
armed  Ben,"  the  old  angler  you  used  to  fish  with  in 
the  sixties.    Only  one  remembered  him,  and  that 
our  friend  Mr.  F.  C.  Balguy.     He  said:  "I  re- 
member him  well.    He  taught  me  fly  fishing  when 
I  was  a  youngster.     He  was  a  rum  old  cuss,  a 
capital  fishermen,  and  told  some  very  funny  storie?, 
but  I  was  too  young  at  the  time  to  fully  appreciate 
them.  I  fancy  he  was  a  bit  of  an  old  poacher ;  but, 
however,  peace  to  his  bones  wherever  they  may 
lie."    I  hope  it  was  not  on  poaching  expeditions 
with  this  old  worthy  that  you  spent  some  of  those 
early  and  adventurous  days  of  yours  in  Darley 
Dale  and  neighbourhood.    Do  not  blush  ;  we  have 
all  been  at  the  game  some  time  or  other  in  our  early 
days.— Faithfully  yours,  T.  J.  Hodson. 

[Old  "  one-armed  Ben  "  was  a  philosopher,  and 
I  had  some  very  interesting  days  fishing  with  him. 
He  was  always  hard  up,  and  my  pocket  money  did 
not  run  to  paying  2s.  6d.  a  day  for  fishing,  so  I 
used  to  give  him  my  fish,  which  he  sjld  to  the 
hydropatnics  and  hotels,  and  he  used  to  give  me 
enough  to  get  my  ticket  out  of  the  proceeds.  I  did 
not  want  the  fish,  but  I  did  want  the  fishing,  and 
often  got  up  at  five  and  went  oft"  fishing,  and  did 
not  get  home  till  ten.  On  one  occasion  I  caught  a 
good  grayhng  just  below  Darley,  and  landed  it  in 
my  straw  hat.  Being  hungry  I  took  it  into  the 
httle  inn,  and  the  landlady  fried  it  for  me,  and 
while  it  was  frying  she  put  a  pudding-basin  on  her 
son's  head  and  then  cut  the  hair  off  round  the  edge 
and  threw  it  in  the  fixe :  it  was  all  so  primitive,  and 
there  were  few  anglers  in  those  days. — Ed.] 


FISHING  BY  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  kindly  sends  this  interesting 
cutting  from  the  Weekly  Scotsman  : — "  For  listening 
to  the  noise  made  by  fish  in  the  depths  of  the  seas, 
a  Norwegian  inventor  has  devised  a  telephone  to  be 
lowered  overboard  from  fishing  boats.  With  this 
he  claims  a  fisherman  can  detect  the  presence  of 
fish,  their  numbers,  and  even  their  kind.  Herrings 
or  smaller  fish,  when  they  come  in  large  numbers, 
make  a  piping,  wliistling  sound,  while  cod  make  a 
roaring  noise.  When  they  come  close  to  the  sub- 
marine telephone  the  movements  of  the  individual 
fish  can  be  distinguished.  The  pouring  of  the  water 
through  the  gills  sounds  like  the  laboured  breathing 
of  a  huge  beast.  The  action  of  the  fins  gives  oft  a 
rumble  like  surf  beating  on  a  beach.  Crunching  of 
teeth  and  rustling  of  scales  are  also  apparent.  The 
instrument  consists  of  a  microphone  in  a  hermeti- 
cally sealed  steel  box.  It  is  connected  by  electric 
wires  with  a  telephone  in  the  vessel  above.  Every 
sound  in  the  water  below  is  intensified  by  the 
microphone  and  conducted  by  the  electric  wires 
to  the  telephone."  *■ 
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"  That  which  is  '  past  is  gone '  and  irrevocable. 
Wise  men  have  enough  to  do  with  other  things  present 
and  to  come." — Bacon. 


"  At  a  time  when  the  thoughts  of  the  angler  turn 
to  his  favourite  pursuit,"  says  the  Scotsman,  "the 
reissue  of  that  excellent  little  book,  Mr.  H.  G. 
McClelland's  '  How  to  Tie  Flies,'  is  opportune. 
The  book,  which  is  sent  out  from  the  offices  of 
the  Fishing  Qazette,  has  been  subjected  to  trifling 
revisions,  and  appears  with  eighty  illustrations 
designed  to  help  out  the  instructions  of  the  text, 
whicli  deals  specially  with  trout  and  grayling  flies." 
[This  excellent  little  work  will  be  sent  post  free  for 
2s.  4d.  on  application  to  Manager,  ^'isAingr  Qazette.'] 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  now 
on  sale  at  their  stations  and  various  agencies  a  series 
of  picture  postcards,  comprising  illustrations  of  the 
Norfolk  Broads,  cathedrals,  company's  locomotives, 
etc.  The  series  consists  of  eight  packets.  Each 
packet  of  six  cards  is  sold  for  2d.  Without  a  doubt 
these  splendid  picture  postcards  afe  works  of  art, 
and  should  be  the  means  of  sending  many  thousands 
of  anglers  and  their  friends  to  the  highways,  byways, 
and  waterways  of  Norfolk  during  the  coming  season. 


'  The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  have  issued 
an  Easter  souvenir  card  of  an  attractive  nature, 
depicting  the  harbingers  of  Spring  in  the  form  of 
primroses  and  violets,  and  skilfully  drawing  atten- 
tion to  their  Easter  facilities,  whieh  is  a  distinct 
departure  in  railway  advertising. 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
announces  that  the  annual  dinner  and  presentation 
of  prizes  will  take  place  at  headquarters  on  Wed- 
nesday evening.  May  10,  when  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  box  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak"),  of  the  People. 


From  cub  "  Fly  "  Book. 

A  TLY  and  a  flea  in  a  flue 

Were  imprisoned.    Now  what  could  they  do  ? 

Said  the  fly,  "  Let  us  flee  !  " 

"Let  us  fly,"  said  the  flea — 5 

So  they  flew  through  a  flaw  in  the  flue. 


I  "  Do  you  know  the  only  Irishman  who  ever  com" 
mitted  suicide?"  asked  W.  B.  Pollard.  "Yon 
know  it  is  said  that  Irishmen  never  commit  suicide, 
and  when  the  argument  was  advanced  in  a  crowd 
of  that  nationality  he  was  so  unstrung  that  he 
decided  to  show  his  opponents  that  Iiishmen  do 
sometimes  commit  a  rasn  act.  He  accordingly  dis- 
appeared, and  the  man  who  employed  hina  started 
a  search.  When  he  got  to  the  barn  he  looked  up 
toward  the  rafters  and  saw  his  man  hanging  with  a 
rope  around  his  waist.  'What  are  you  up  to, 
Pat  ?  '  he  asked.  '  Oi'm  hanging  meself,  begobs  ! ' 
the  Irishman  replied.  'Why  don't  you  put  it 
around  your  neck  ? '  '  Faith,  Oi  did,  but  Oi  couldn't 
bray  the.'  " 

"  A  FISHERMAN  was  having  very  indifferent  sport 
in  the  Colne  between  High  Barnet  and  St.  Albans, 
when  his  hook  became  entangled  with  something 
heavy.  On  pulling  in  his  line  he  found  that  he  had 
secured  a  sack,  which,  on  being  opened,  revealed 
some  surprising  contents.  There  were  many  gold 
rings  and  other  articles,  chiefly  watches  from  which 
the  cases  had  been  wrenched  off.  The  police  were 
promptly  informed.  It  is  their  belief  that  the 
articles  discovered  are  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
burglary  in  North  London,  and  that  the  thieves  in 
a  panic  threw  them  into  the  river."  So  runs  the 
report.  Several  anglers  have  been  in  the  same 
swim,  using  "  irons  "  of  an  enormous  size,  in  the 
hope  of  securing  more  gold  fish.  Every  angler 
understands  meum  and  tuum ;  let  me  advise  them 
to  look  up  "flotsam  and  jetsam."  There  is  a 
rumour  that  the  fisherman  of  the  Colne  does  not 
quite  know  whether  all  the  haul  is  his  or  belongs  to 
somebody  else. 

"What  do  you  think  you  are  going  to  hatch  out 
of  that  doorknob  and  that  piece  of  brick  ?  "  sneer- 
ingly  asked  the  old  rooster.  "  I'll  hatch  a  skysci  aper 
if  I  want  to ! "  squawked  the  old  hen  fiercely. 
"  You  go  uud  attend  to  your  own  affairs.  I'm 
running  this  branch  of  the  business." 


-  "  So  you  want  to  marry  my  daughter,  do  you, 
young  man?"  asked  the /grouty  father.  "  Ye-s, 
s-i-r,"  stammered  the  young  man.  "  Well,  can  you 
support  a  family  1"  "  How  many  are  there  of  you, 
•ir  ?  "  , 


"  The  tercentenary  of  Edmund  Waller's  birth  has 
been  allowed  to  pass  very  quietly,  for  his  poetry  is 
but  little  read  to-day,"  says  the  Chronicle.  "  Yet 
he  was  a  poet  of  considerable  distinction  in  his  time 
and  well  liked  during  the  eighteenth  century.  He 
was  indeed  the  first  user  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Popean  couplet,  and  it  was  only  fitting  that  the  age 
which  profited  by  his  example  should  honour  the 
exemplar.  One  or  two  lyrics,  to  be  found  in  many 
anthologies,  and  the  famous  distich  about  '  the 
soul's  dark  cottage,'  are  all  that  most  people 
remember  of  the  poet's.  But  Waller  was  also  a 
wit,  and  was  able  to  excuse  himself  neatly  after 
praising  Cromwell  in  one  poem  and  Charles  in 
another.  He  was  told  by  the  King  that  the  earlier 
piece  was  the  better.  '  Poets,  sire,'  readily  replied 
the  turncoat,  '  succeed  better  in  fiction  than  in  truth.' 
*  »  »  *  -  * 

"One  poem  of  Waller's  has  a  title  that  smacks 
strongly  of  the  present — '  On  St.  James's  Park,  as 
lately  improved  by  his  Majesty.'  It  should  suggest 
a  subject  to  some  present-day  poetaster.  From 
Waller  we  learn  that  when  folk  went  boating  in 
St.  James's  Park  the  waterfowl  they  disturbed 
darkened  the  sky  '  with  a  feather'd  cloud.'  We 
learn,  too,  that — 

'  The  Ladies,  angling  in  the  crystal  lake. 
Feast  on  the  waters  with  the  prey  they  take : 
At  once  victorious  with  their  lines,  and  eyes. 
They  make  the  fishes,  and  the  men,  their  prize.'  " 


A  Case  of  Thrush. 
An  "  animal  "  yclept  a  Thrush 

Did  sing  most  loud  and  clear. 
His  outpourings  of  trilling  gush 

Mellowed  the  morning  air. 

Three  gothic  grumblers  on  the  spot 

Felt  very  much  annoyed. 
And  talked  a  lot  of  tommy-rot. 

And  angry  words  employed.  , 

And  each  unto  the  other  said, 

"  Let's  lay  before  the  '  beak ' 
A  solemn  declaration  made 

Our  joint  protest  to  speak." 

And  soon  before  the  "beak"  they  went 
And  wailed  their  woeful  plaint. 

And  waxed  extremely  eloquent 
In  laying  on  the  paint. 

Three  witnesses  on  t'other  side 

Did  fairest  words  employ 
To  prove  the  fowl  gave  far  and  wide 

"  Exhilarating  joy." 

The  magistrate  was  much  amused. 

But  kept  an  even  face. 
The  "bird,"  he  said,  had  been  abused, 

So  he  dismissed  the  case. 

It  always  gives  me  much  delight 

To  hear  a  throstle  sing 
At  early  morn  with  all  his  might 

And  in  the  evening. 

And  people  have  been  heard  to  say 

To  chatterboxes  "  Hush  ! 
If  you  talk  in  such  noisy  way. 

How  can  we  hear  the  Thrush  ?" 

 GOOSESTEP. 


No  true  British  patriot,  says  the  Chronicle,  will 
be  sorry  if  the  old  Protestant  cemetery  at  Paris 
refuses  to  yield  up  the  bones  of  that  infamous  naval 
adventurer,  Paul  Jones.  He  fulfilled  to  the  letter 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  description  of  his  political  oppo- 
nents, "  the  friend  of  every  country  but  his  own." 
America,  France,  Sweden,  Russia  successively 
claimed  his  services.  Russia  treated  him  badly,  but 
probably  no  worse  than  he  deserved.  For  a  time 
he  was  rear-admiral  in  the  Russian  navy,  but  his 
fame  in  iSt.  Petersburg  was  short  lived,  and  in  1790 
he  retired  to  Paris,  where  two  years  later  he  died  of 
dropsy.  This  son  of  a  Scottish  gardener,  who  had 
the  decency  to  assume  an  alias,  which,  however,  is 
an  outrage  on  Wales,  crowded  more  adventures  into 
his  forty-five  years  of  age  than  in  any  other  recorded 
career  of  a  similar  length. 


"I  READ  in  the  paper  the  other  day,"  said 
"  Tom  "  Durm,  "  where  a  German  over  in  Hoboken 
left  $25  in  his  will  to  treat  his  friends  after  his 
funeral.  Of  cjurse,  the  Germans  never  did  any- 
thing that  the  Irish  could  not  equal,  and  so  that 
story  reminded  me  of  another  of  a  Hibernian  friend 
of  mine.  The  doctor  told  him  he  had  only  a  few 
hours  to  live.  He  called  me  over,  and  says  he : 
'  Tom,  I  want  you  to  take  $10  of  me  money  that's 
in  me  wallet, , and  treat  me  pallbearers.'  It  was  a 
touching  moment.  Strugghng  with  my  emotions, 
I  said  to  him :  '  I'll  do  it,  Billy.  But  snail  I  treat 
'em  going  out  or  coming  back  ?  '  '  Treat  'em  going 
out,'  says  Billy,  a  sport  to  the  last,  'I  won't  be 
with  you  coming  back.'  " 


Maekley  :  "  See  here  !  You've  owed  me  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  two  years  now  ;  don't  you  think  it's 
time  to  liquidate  that  debt  ?  "  Burroughs  :  "  Sure  ! 
I'll  buy  you  a  drink,  if  that's  what  you  mean." — 
Philadelphia  Press. 


Ethel:  "I  hear  Miss  Screecher'is  going  abroad 
to  complete  her  musical  education.  Is  her  father 
sending  her?"  Bert:  "No;  the  neighbours."—" 
Tit-Eita. 


Why  should  Anglers  Wait  fob  Bait  ? 
Sing  a  song  of  microbes, ; 

Dainty  little  things. 
Ears  and  eyes  and  horns  and  tails. 

Claws  and  fangs  and  stings. 
Microbes  in  the  carpet. 

Microbes  in  the  wall. 
Microbes  in  the  vestibule. 

Microbes  in  the  hall. 
Microbes  on  my  money. 

Microbes  in  my  hair. 
Microbes  on  my  meat  and  bread. 

Microbes  everywhere. 
Microbes  in  the  butter. 

Microbes  in  the  cheese. 
Microbes  on  the  knives  and  forks. 

Microbes  in  the  breeze. 
Microbes  in  the  whisky. 

Microbes  in  the  beer. 
Microbes  in  the  milk  and  tea, 

Microbes  by  the  year. 
Microbes  in  the  kitchen. 

Microbes  in  the  bed. 
Microbes  on  the  brush  and  comb. 

Microbes  in  my  head. 
Microbes  in  the  faucet. 

Microbes  in  the  drains. 
Microbes  in  my  shoes  and  boots. 

Microbes  in  my  brains. 
Friends  are  little  microbes. 

Enemies  are  big. 
Life  among  the  microbes  is —  \ 

Nothing  infra  dig. 
Fussy  little  microbes,' 

Billions  at  a  birth. 
Make  our  flesh  and  blood  and  bones. 

Keep  us  on  the  earth,  j 


The  Easter  Holidays — The  weather — Where  to 
go. — Of  course  I  know,  by  sight,  a  great  many 
anglers  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  some  ot  whom  are 
"fly"  fishers,  others  coarse,  but  refined.  My 
guide,  philosopher  and  friend  is  one  John  G.  Bull, 
butcher,  an  active  member  of  the  Meaty  or  Ological 
Angling  Society.  Although  I  asked  him  to  wire  me 
his  forecast  it  has  not  arrived ;  I  shall,  therefore, 
recommend  thick  boots,  umbrellas  (parasols  for  the 
ladies  in  the  event  of  the  sun  being  too  powerful), 
macintoshes,  plenty  to  eat  and  a  little  to  drink. 
Don't  forget  the  pipe  and  tobacco — Player's — of 
course,  your  rods  and  flies  are  all  ready — and  there 
you  are  ! 

»  *  *  *  » 

Now,  where  to  go?     "That  is  the  question." 

Well,  go  where  you  can ;  go  to  the  place  you  like 

best ;  go  and  enjoy  yourselves  for  as  long  a  holiday 

as  you  can  secure,  and  come  back  and  wait  for  the 

Whitsuntide  holidays,  Saturday,  June  10,  and  take 

as  many  days  as  you  can  manage  in  "  leafy  June." 

Friday,  June  16,  will  see  the  opening  of  the  coarse 

fishing  season. 

•  *  »  »  * 

Although  I  must  wait  for  the  glorious  16th  to 
swim  the  worm,  I  am  exercised  in  my  mind  as  to 
where  I  shall  go.  Norway,  Newfoundland,  the 
Cape,  even  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  almost  too  far 
for  a  four  days'  holiday,  and  so  it  may  be  Battersea 
Park,  the  Zoo,  Brandon,  Mildenhall,  or  Frensham 
Pond.  Mr.  William  Howlett  expects  me  to  try  for 
some  trout  in  the  River  Lark.  He  says  the  water 
is  all  right,  and  in  the  event  of  not  meeting  him  at 
Lord  Mayor's  Cottage,  I  must  try  for  him  at  the 
Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  or  the  Ship  Inn,  Mildenhall. 
The  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Norman, 
cater  splendidly  for  anglers,  and,  like  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  had  his  "  chair "  at  the  Cheshire  Cheese,  in 
Wine  Office  Court,  Mr.  William  Howlett  hath  his 
chair  set  apart  at  the  Ship. 

»     ^       •  ♦  ♦  • 

Of  course,  there  are  plenty  of  nice  comfortable 
places  to  stay — fish  or  no  fi*h — Host  Rolph,  of  the 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon ;  his  son,  Fred,  close  to  the 
station  and  river ;  or  if  you  go  to  Newmarket  and 
drive  to  Barton  Mills,  pull  up  at  tiie  Red  Lodge  Inn 
{half-way  house),  Freckenham,  Soham,  and  taste 
the  nut  brown  ale,  and  have  a  chat  with  Host  and 
Hostess  Howes,  late  of  the  Bull  Hotel.    Oi,  faihng 

any  of  my  favourite  places,  go  dear,  dear,  I've 

forgotten  the  wind.  It  is  in  the  east  to-day 
(Wednesday),  but  as  it  "  bloweth  where  it  listeth  " 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  behave  kindly  to 

Dragnet.  , 
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Wole5  from  fl^c  iCotf^. 


t  Sir  Diohton  Probyn  is  angling  oji  the  Balmoral 
waters  of  the  Dee.  He  is  staying  with  Sir  Allan 
Mackenzie  at  Brackley  House,  Glenmuick,  and 
motors  to  the  water  daily. 


The  floods  have  shifted  the  fish  farther  inland, 
md  at  last  opened  up  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Dee,  Spey,  etc.,  which  have  been  practically  closed 
once  the  season  opened  with  frost. 


They  are  getting  good  sport  on  the  Ballater 
■eaches  of  the  Dee,  landing  five  and  six  fish  daily. 


Lord  Penrhjm's  friends  have  run  up  a  score  of 
.wo  himdred  fish  on  the  Cairnton  section,  the  most 
jrohfic  of  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee.  Blackhall 
^astle  and  Inchmarlo  waters  have  also  done  well. 


The  flnnock  fisher  is  now  having  his  innings  on 
.he  lower  Dee  and  Don.  Baskets  of  from  twenty 
o  thirty  fish  are  being  made  with  every  tide, 
ilthough  the  average  is  much  below  that. 


'On  April  12  the  first  real  rise  of  the  March  Brown, 
ame  off.  The  trout  had  a  merry  time  of  it,  and 
ook  the  artificial  imitation  with  avidity  as  well. 


Mr.  James  Clyne,  Aberdeen,  has  purchased  the 
eautiful  little  estate  of  Knapoch  from  the  trustees 
f  the  late  Mr.  Lindsay  for  £7500.  The  salmon 
ool  is  one  of  the  most  famous  on  the  Dee. 


The  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory,  passes  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  the  Fife  Arms,  Macduff. 
It  is  an  angUng  resort  of  the  first  order. 

Three  grilse  were  netted  last  week  in  the  Dee  at 
the  Poweries'  Station.  Since  then  they  have  been 
got  freely ;  but  as  yet  none  have  been  reported  to 
the  rod.  Special  Scotch. 


A  DAY'S  EXPERIENCE. 


FxsHiNO  a  small  lake,  about  the  end  of  March 
some  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  had  the  following 
experience.  I  say  "experience"  advisedly,  for  I 
do  not  think  anyone  can  make  much  progress  in 
the  "gentle  art"  unless  each  time  he  goes  out  he 
learns  at  least  one  lesson,  and,  further,  the  first 
great  lesson  to  learn  is  this — -cultivate  the  faculty 
of  close  observation.  The  second  lesson  is — make 
practical  use  of  your  notes.  And  now  to  my  little 
tale. 

Arrived  at  the  waterside  I  found  J  a  dead  calm, 
not  a  breath  of  wind  ruffled  the  surface  anywhere. 
As  I  had  come  intent  on  fly  fishing  this  was  most 
disappointing.  The  water  was  not  restricted  to  fly,  so 
I  put  on  a  humble  garden  worm  in  the  hope  that 
presently  the  wind  would  freshen.  Before  leaving 
home  I  had  glanced  at  the  weather  forecast.  It 
ran  thus :  "  Moderate  northerly  breezes,  changeable, 
fair  periods,  snow  or  sleet,  squally  at  times,  very 
cold."  (I  clothed  accordingly.)  A  perfect  forecast 
it  turned  out  to  be. 

Very  shortly  the  wind  freshened,  but  during  the 
calm  I  noticed  two  very  "dainty  "  rises  about  two 
feet  from  the  shore,  where  the^water  was  little  more 
thaa  a  foot  deep. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY 
lAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


ONDON  AND   NORTH- WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 

On  Thursday  Night,  April  20th,  to  Carlisle, 
aryport  ;  returning  to  London  on  Easter 
onday,  April  24th,  Tuesday,  April  25th,  or 
■iday,  April  28th. 

On  Thursday  Night,  April  20th,  for  Five 
d  Eighteen  Days,   to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh, 
asgow,  Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other 
itions  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
On  Thursday  Midnight,  April  20th,  to 
rerpool  and  Manchester  Districts. 
lUso  on  Thursday  Evening  to  Birmingham, 
olverhampton,  Leamington,  Coventry,  North- 
ipton,  Dudley,  Wednesbury. 
Dn  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
>rnings,  a  Day  Trip  to  Birmingham,  Coven- 
Dudley,  Leamington,  Northampton,  Kugby,, 
i  Wolverhampton. 

)n  Saturday  Night,  April  22nd,  Special: 
cursions  to  Liverpool,  Mancliester,  Warring- 
1,  Stockport,  Crewe,  Rugby,  &c. 
ae  Cheap  Eetum  Tickets  issued  to  Scotland, 
lies,  Lake  Districts,  and  other  Stations  om 
ursday.Appil  20,  Good  Friday  and  Satup- 
y  will  be  available  for  return  journey  up  to. 
:  following  Tuesday  evening, 
lany  Special  Trains  will  be  run  in  addition  tO' 
ordinary  service. 

'ickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Stations,  and  , 
>  at  the  Town  Offices  and  Agencies  of  the  Lon- 
1  and  North  Western  Railway  Company, 
he  "Enquiry  Office"  at   Eustou  is  opea.  t 
oughout  the  day. 

.11  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  F  H 
NT,  L.  &  N.W.  Ry.,  Broad  Street  Station;  ' 
H.  A.  WALKER,  District  Superintendent, 
iton  Station  ;  or  of  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBLTEJL, 
eriutendent  of  the  Line,  Euston  Statit>n, 
idon,  N.W. 


The  lake  lies  in  a  valley  running  nearly  east  and 
west,  and  a  moderate  north-easterly  wind  was  now 
sweeping  up  the  valley.  With  the  advent  of  the 
wind  three  fishermen  also  arrived,  one  of  whom 
established  himself  at  the  mouth  of  a  brook  in  a 
sheltered  corner  and  commenced  fishing  worm. 

The  others  put  up  a  fly.  I  fished  the  following 
cast:  Point  fly,  "White  Tip";  first  dropper. 
Soldier  Palmer ;  and  top  dropper  (or  bob).  Mallard 
and  Claret,  all  on  No.  2  hooks.  I  have  frequently 
noticed  that  on  a  dark,  cold,  breezy  day  a  bit  of 
bright  colour  seems  to  take  the  fancy  of  lake  trout, 
and  on  this  occasion  honours  were  evenly  divided 
between  the  point  and  bob.  Of  course,  the  middle 
fly  has  the  worst  position,  and  misse  j  more  fish  that 
rise  at  it  than  either  of  the  others,  as  the  fish 
"  tup  "  the  cast  very  often.  And  again,  as  they  say 
in  Scotland,  it  is  not  always  "  fushing  " — meaning 
that  the  fly  is  wrapped  round  the  cast. 

I  often  think  that  two  liies  would  catch  quite 
as  many  fish  as  three,  though  probably  they  would 
not  rise  quite  so  many. 

Fishing  from  about  eleven  a.m.  to  noon  I  had 
nine  nice  trout.  They  then  went  off  the  rise  until 
about  half-past  four,  coming  on  at  that  time  for 
about  an  hour — possibly  longer — but  I  gave  up 
fishing  at  half-past  five  as  it  was  so  bitterly  cold. 
The  result  of  my  day's  fishing  was  just  twenty  good 
trout,  from  7oz.  to  12oz.  each. 

Now  for  the  "  experience."  Noticing  the  two 
rises  close  in  (I  only  saw  one  other  fish  rise  at  the 
natural  fly  all  day)  I  fished  close  in  and  got  all  my 
trout  within  about  3ft.  of  the  shore.  It  is  only  fair 
to  the  others  fishing  to  say  that,  as  a  rule,  the  fisii 
rise  "far  out,"  and  they  fished  far  out,  and  their 
total  catch  was  five  trout,  four  of  them  being  on 
worm.  My  "  observation "  on  this  particular  day 
certainly  helped  to  fill  my  basket.  H.  S.  G. 


will  be  extended.  TUe  Company's  City,  West- 
End  and  other  London  Offices  will  remain  open 
later  than  usual  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
Holidays  for  the  Sale  of  Tickets,  &c. 


MIDLAND  EAILWAY. 

On  Thursday  Midnight,  April  20th,  to 

Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington,  Stockport,  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchester,  for  4,  5,  or  8  days.  " 

On  Saturday  Night,  April  22nd,  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  &c., 
for  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  or  7  days. 
-'On  Easter  Monday,  April  24th,  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  and  Nottingham,  for 
half,  1,  2,  or  5  days  ;  to  Birmingham  for  1,  2,  or 
5  days,  and  to  St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  Luton, 
Bedford,  Kettering,  and  Southend  for  the  day. 

On  Good  Friday  the  trains  will  run  as 
appointed  for  Sundays,  with  the  following 
exceptions  ;— An  express  will  leave  St.  Pancras 
at  2.45  a.m.  for  Leicester,  Loughborough, 
Nottingham,  Derby,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool. 
The  5.15  a.m.  newspaper  express  from  St. 
Pancras  will  call  at  St.  Albans,  Luton,  Bedford, 
Leicester,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Sheffield,  Leeds, 
Manchester  (Central),  and  Liverpool. 


-J  „.  i^.ii.i^.j^ai  c.vjji  eases  Lo  lae  west  ■ 
ngland,  Weymouth,  Bournemouth,,  South- 
ton  and  Portsmouth  (for  the  Isle  ot  Wight) 
will  be  run  in  duplicate,  the  firsi  division 
ing  a  few  minutes  before  the  advertised 
.  The  availability  of  the  Cheaji  Week-end 
213  to  most  of  the  above-mentioned,  places- 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
EAILWAY. 
Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued 
to  Paris  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the 
Service  leiving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on 
April  21st  and  22nd.  They  will  also 
be  issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon  Street  at 
9.5  p.m.,  each  evening  from  April  19th  to  22nd 
inclusive,  via  Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from 
Paris  at  2.40  p.m.  vid  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  viil 
lOalais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days. 

A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave 
baring  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April 
212nd.  and  Sunday,  April  23pd  ;  returning  at 
U2.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap 
iBeturn  Tickets,  available  for  eight  days,  will  be 
itssued  at  Charing  Cross  from  April  19tli  to 
available  by  the  10. 0  a.m.  and 
j:2,20  p.m.  services.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne 
i\»'  ill  be  open  from  April  21st  to  25th  inclusive. 
Similar  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  by 
iitlie  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m  Services. 
!  On  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and 
l^aster  Monday,  Special  Day  E.xcursions  will 
i.he  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais, 
j  A  Special  Express  Train  (1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
it(Jiass)  will  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50 
J.p.m.,  calling  at  Heme  Hill,  on  April  20th,  in 
iieonnection  with  the  Calais  and  ostend  Night 
.Steamers. 

i  Ibe  Home  Arrangements  are  as  follows  :— 
:i  -Cheap  Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  WeJls, 
iSt.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexliill,  Canterbury, 
8  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate, 
ij  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich, 
rDeal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shornclifte- 
ll^iH.y.the,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone 


principal  London  Stations  to  Gravesend  (for 
Roshei  ville  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
&c. 

On  Bank  Holiday  a  Special  Cheap  Day 
Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.,  and  London  Bridge 
9.30  a.m. 

Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday, 

including  admission. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Excursions,  Extension 
of  Time  for  certain  Return  Tickets,  Alterations 
in  Train  Services,  &c.,  are  given  in  the  Special 
Holiday  Programme  and  Bills. 


NDON   AND  SOUTH-WESTERN" 
RAILWAY. 

he  following  are  the  Principal  Excap-    2£4th  inclusi 
ns  leaving  Waterloo  Station, 
i-day  tickets  to  Paris  issued  on  April 
n,  2lst  and  22nd  (N.B.— Through  bookings 
a  the  North  and  Midlands,  ask  for  tickets  vitl 
'Uthampton  and  Havre")— To  Cherbourg  on 
'll  20th  and  22nd  ;  to  Havre  on  April  20th, 
t  and  22nd  ;  and  to  St  Malo  on  April  21st. 
n  Good  Friday  or  Easter  Monday  to 
rneniouth,  Christchurch,  Midhuist,  Pocts- 
th,  Aldershot,  &c. ,  for  the  day. 
J   Saturday,   April  22nd,  to  Isle  of 
nt,  Gosport,    Netley,    Portsmouth,  Win- 
ter, Salisbury,  Southampton,  &c.,  r«turn. 
.1  25th. 

».  Easter  Sunday  to  Bourneiaouth, 
stchurch,  Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst  Road 
hampton  West,  &c.,  for  1  or  2  days  ;  to  the 
01  Wight,  Portsmouth,  Midhurst,  leters- 
,  (EC,  for  1,  2,  or  3  days. 

iny  of  the  principal  expresses  to  tie  West  .  ]l.ori-Sea)  wiirbe  issued  from  Londoirby  "certafn 

 "      '  Tiains  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  21st 

l-and  22nd.  available  to  return  on  Tuesday, 
I' April  25th,  by  any  train  (Mail  and  Boat  E.v- 
'  jpresses  excepted). 

Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good  Friday 
-and  Easter  Monday  will  ue  run  from  the 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  Day  Trips  to  the  Seaside,  &c.— Southend- 
on-Sea  and  back,  2/6.  On  Good  Friday,  Easter 
Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street  and  all  G.E.  Suburban 
Stations  and  East  Loudon  Lines.  On  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool Street  at  8.25,  9.22,  10.10,  and  10.38  a.m., 
and  Fenchurch  Street  at  7.40,  9.17,  9.53,  and 
10.20  a.m.  On  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool 
Street  at  frequent  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.  and 
Fenchurch  Street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.50,  and 
11.20  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  are  also 
issued  to  Southend  from  Stations  on  Metropolitan 
Railway. 

Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich,  4/3.  On 
Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool  Street  at  8.20 
a.m. ,  and  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.,  also  from  G.E. 
Suburban  Stations. 

Hertford,  2/6.  On  Easter  Monday  from  Liver- 
pool Street,  at  9.29,  10.5  a.m.  and  12.50  p.m., 
also  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15 
and  10.18  a.m. 

Cambridge,  4/3  ;  Ely,  5/6.  On  Easter  Monday 
from  Liverpool  Street  at  8.43  and  11.5  a.m.,  and 
St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Xov/n  at  9.15  a.m., 
Hackney  Downs  at  8.50a.m. 

Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and  Cromer,  1  day,  5/6  ; 
3  or  5  days,  8/6  ;  6  or  8  days,  11/6.  On  Easter 
Monday  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station) 
6.10  a.m.,  Kentish  Town  at  6.15  a.m.,  Tottenham 
6.44  a.m. 

Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  1/9.  On  Good 
Friday  &  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool  Street, 
Bishopsgate,  Bethnal  Green,  Coborn  Road, 
Hackney  Downs,  Stratford,  &c. 

Epping  Forest,  Chingford.  Loughton,  &c., 
daily  from  Liverpool  Street,  Fenchurch  Street, 
Deptford  Rd.,  Gospel  Oak,  &c.  On  Easter  Mon- 
day a  Special  Service  of  trains  will  run  between 
Liverpool  Street,  Fenchurch  Street  and  Ching- 
ford and  Loughton  ;  also  between  Gospel  Oak 
and  Chingford. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

On  GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  21,  a  Day  Trip 
Excursion  Train  will  be  run  to  Theale,  Newijury, 
Hungerfoid,  Marlborough,  Savernake,  Pewsey, 
Woodborough,  Devizes,  Kemble,  Cirencester, 
Brimscombe,  Stroud,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 
and  other  stations. 

On  SATURDAY,  APRIL  22,  an  Excursion 
Train  will  run  to  Bridgend,  Swansea,  Carmar- 
then, New  Milford,  and  other  Stations  in  South  I 
Wales,  Cirencester,  Brimscombe,  Stouehouse, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Monmouth,  Hereford, 
Newuham,  Lydney,  cSc. 


On  EASTER   MONDAY.   APRIL  24,  an 

Express  Non-Stop  Excursion  (with  Period 
Bookings)  will  be  run  to  Weston-super-Mare 
from  Paddington  at  8.20  a.m. 

For  any  further  information,  'application 
should  be  made  at  any  of  the  Company's  Offices 
or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr  W.  A.  HART,  Divisional 
Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 

BRIGHTON  AND  SOUTH  COAST 
RAILWAY. 

The  special  cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be 
issued  on  Thursday,  Friday,Saturday  and  Sunday 
April  20  to  April  23,  available  for  return  on  any 
day  (except  day  of  issue)  up  to  April  25.  A  special 
14-day  excursion  to  Dieppe,  Rouen  and  Paris  will 
be  run  via  the  Newhaven-Dieppe  Royal  JIail 
Route,through  the  charming  sceneryof  Normandy 
and  the  Valley  of  the  Seine.    The  tickets  will  be 
issued  on  Thursday,  April  20,  by  the  mornin" 
express  service  and  by  special  afternoon  ser"- 
vice,  also  by  the  express  night  service  on 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  evenings,  April 
20  to  April  22.    .Special  cheap  return  tickets  to 
Dieppe  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  Fnday, 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  April   20  to 
April  24,  available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to 
and  including    the    following    Tuesday.  At 
Dieppe  the  Casino  will  be  open  for  the  holidays. 
On  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday', 
trains  at  Day  Excusion  Fares  will  be  run  from 
London  to  Brighton,  Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst, 
Pulborough,    Littlehampton,    Bogaor,  Ports- 
mouth, the  Isle  of  Wight,  Lewes.  Tunbridge 
Wells,    Seatord,     Eastbourne,     Be.xhill,  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  <fec.     Extra  Trains  will  be 
run  from  London,  as  required  by  the  traffic, 
to  the  Crystal  Palace,  Grand  Sacred  Concert 
on  Good  Friday,   and  'the    Special  Holiday 
Entertainments  on  Easter  Monday,  Tuesday 
and  following  days,  returning  in  the  evening  at 
frequent  intervals.   Special  Saturday  to  Tuesday 
tickets  will  also  be  issued  from  London  to  Ports- 
mouth, Hayling  Island,  Southsea,  and  the  Isle 
of  Wight.    On  Easter  Tuesday  cheap  day  trips 
will  be  run  from  London  to  Brighton,  Hove  and 
Worthing.     The  Brighton  Company  announce 
that  their  West  End  offices,  28,  Regent  Street, 
Piccadilly,  and  the  City  office,  will  remain  open 
until  10  p.m.  on  the  evenings  of  Wednesday 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  April  19,  20,  and  22, 
for  the  sale  of  the  speciiil,  cheap,  and  ordinary 
tickets  to  all  parts  of  the  line,  and  to  the  Con- 
tinent, at  the  same  fares  as  charged  at  Loudon 
Bridge  and  Victoria. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
We  notice  that  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  are  offering  ample  and  admirable 
facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending  Easter 
at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and 
picturesque  route.  Excursions  are  announced 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Gieeu- 
wich  and  metropolitan  stations  to  all  the 
principal  towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Mid- 
lands, North  of  England,  north-east  and  nortli- 
west  coast  watering-places,  Douglas  (Isle  of 
Jlan),  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  information 
has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the  forui  of  an 
ABC  programme,  giving  the  times  of  starting, 
fares,  dates  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any 
station  (alphabetically  arranged),  which  can  be 
easily  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  lucid 
guide  can  be  obtained  free  at  Marylebone 
Station,  or  any  of  the  company's  town  offices  or 
agencies. 
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ANGLERS'   HLOTEI-S,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &0. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Boom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Eainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Loohs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  iii 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNAfiYON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NBLDER,  Proprietor. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Soilovf/nn,  A  ngli-sey,  N.  W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fisliing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cnisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply.JoHN  H.  Billinge,  Pi-oprietor. 


Border  EskandMle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

ProprtPtnr     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Conn  aught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry . 
Firat-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HBALY. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring- 
months.  Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &c.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  Ho\ise,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  Bs.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address,  Makaqerbss, 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

ir    CROES,  ANGLESET. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Corou  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  !)ia  Bangor.— Proprietor,!.  J.  COTTREIL. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  vfith  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.  Moderate  Tariff. 
— For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Pbopeietoe, 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  HSHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  7d.  per  day.' 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  oo.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Is^pe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Over  Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Trout  Fishing 
on  the  Exe  and  Barle.  Every  accom- 
modation at 

CROWN  HOTEL,  EXFORD, 

AND 

SHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON. 

,1.  H.  Tarr,  Proprietor. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

J.  HURLEY. 


TO  TROUTANCLERS. 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Fisliing 
District  —  Teviot  and  tributaries.  — 
Address,  Tbout,  c/o  Willing's  Adver- 
tising Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


And  here  and  there  a  lustt/  trinity 
And  here  and  there  a  <frai/ling.'^ 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  llaiia<;euieiit.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Gi-ayling^ 

Fishingoii  tile  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  'ii  (iiiineiis  per  week. — For  theTeiilniry  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Bknkh,  Manager. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fisliing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch — and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
anaugenieiits  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luljy  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Fkkk.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


Loch  Rannoch  Hotel. 


REDUCED  RATES  DURING  EASTER. 


FREE  FISHING. 


Telegrams:  "  Gow,  Kinloch  Rannoch." 


BLACK  FOREST. 


SCHOENAU  BADEN 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 


HOTEL  SONNE. 

Witli  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park., 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 


Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  Tilston,  Proprietor. 


MASK  HOTEL, 

Cloghbrack,  Clonbur,  Connemara,  Ireland. 

Newly  built,  within  two  hundred  yards  of 
Lough  Mask,  and  two  miles  of  the  Corrib.  In 
the  neighbourhood  are  Lochs  Foohy,  Coolin, 
and  Ballydoolagh,  together  with  several  streams, 
all  Free  Fishing.  'This  is  the  only  resort  where 
all  these  may  be  fished  to  advantage. 

MARY  WALSH. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

m  ^ 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

Excellent  Trout  Fisliing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
I'or  Terms,  apply  Propiietor. 

LOUGH  MELVIN. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Camping  Hut  to  Let  on  shore  of  lough  ; 
furnished  ;  boat ;  terms  moderate.  Also, 
for  August  only,  comfortable  Fishing 
Lodge  on  large  island. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Croft,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon, 
Co.  Donegal. 

SALMON  FISHING-ICELAND. 


PARTNER  wanted  on  very  fine  river 
where  large  number  fish  certain  in  July 
and  August.  Share  everything  equally. 
Very  moderate  outlay.  Separate  lodge 
if  desired.— Apply,  B.  J.  H.  FORDER, 
Langton  House,  Blandford. 

Gl- 3E]  ZKT      3C  XI S  . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKESSaiLL,  44,  Unrket  Place,  Kelghley, 


ReadL  This. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelop 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  addres 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIE: 
for  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  chea{ 
ness,  and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackl 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

<JoliLn  mriiite   &9  Sons 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

 OMAGM,  IRELAND.  

Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 


The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charmin 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Ba; 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  an 
Errigal.  First-class  TROUT  FISHINi 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lake 
free  to  visitors ;  also  the  SALMO! 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owent 
River "  at  5s.  per  day.  Golf  Linl 
convenient.  Billiards.  Terms  moderat 
Apply,  Phopheetob. 

IDEAL  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  for  miles  on  River  Tweed.  Seasr 
now  on  for  wet  and  dry  fly,  &c.  Splendi 
sport. 

Traquair  Arms  Bote 

INNERLEITHEN,  PEEBLESHIRE. 

Every  comfort,  terms  moderate.  400  yd 
from  river. — Jas.  Young,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  FISHING 

GAL  f  FAY. 


Aimual  Prospectus  and  Rules  for  19< 
now  ready.  Catch  last  season  1,23 
Seven  Season  Rods,  eight  months,  ( 
guineas  each.  —  Apply,  W.  N.  Miln 
Superintendent,  Fishery  Office,  Galwa 

RODS  TO  LEI 

ON 

GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Within  30  minutes'  of  Paddington  (less 
fast  train). 

Jack,  Perch,  Roach,  Chub,  Dace,  & 
and  some  large  Trout. 

Over  1J  miles  of  strictly  private  wate 

Subscription  £3  3s.  For  particulc 
apply  to — 

JOHN  MOULTON, 
"  Gleneoe,"  Vernon  Rd.,  Clapham  Rd.,S. ' 

STORER'S  Coventry- mac 
Plaited  Siik  Lines  are  givir 
great  satis'faction. 

Undressed  silk,  from  1/6  per  100  yds. 
Enamel-dressed,  from  1/-  per  20  yds.,  anylelia, 
A\'ax-dressed  (a  new  process),  very  strong,  fr 

8d.  per  20  yds. 
Cable-laid  linen  lines,  from  1/3  per  100  yds. 

rOR  CASH  ONLY. 

J.  STORER,  Fishing  Tackle  Deali 
13,  Much  Park  Street,  Coventry. 


TACKLE  DEALER' 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising 

2)eut8cbe  ♦  . 
Hnglersettunt 

Published  b? 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBU^ 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN 
Semi-Uontlily,  Foreign  Annual  Snbsoriptiini,  n 

Address— 

F.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  NeuenburgerSt,  L 
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Associations,  etc, 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
There  was  rather  a  poor  attendance  at  our 
meeting  on  April  12.  After  transacting  the  usual 
routine  business  three  gentlemen,  who  had 
previously  been  nominated  for  membership,  were 
balloted  for  and  elected,  and  another  nomination 
was  put  forward.  It  was  also  arranged  to  call  a 
committee  meeting  for  April  27,  at  8.15,  to  settle 
the  prizes  won  last  season,  etc.  On  April  13  there 
was  a  good  gathering  of  members  and  friends  at  our 
London  headquartei  s,  the  occasion  being  another 
house  dmner,  followed  by  a  concert,  held  in 
connection  with  our  "sides"  competition  last 
month  at  Harefield.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  and 
our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  as  captains  of  the 
winning  and  losing  teams  respectively,  occupied 
the  chair  and  vice-chair.  The  vice-chairman  pro- 
posed "  The  Winners,"  and  Mr.  Armitage  replied 
and  the  chairman  "  The  Losers."  Messrs.  T.  Adams' 
Breslaw,  A.  .larvis.  Lane,  J.  Marks,  Read,  Tucker' 
and  F.  C.  Williams  kindly  contributed  to  the  musical 
programme,  which,  with  Mr.  .Tohnson  at  the  piano, 
went  with  a  swing  from  beginning  to  end,  thanks 
to  the  energy  of  Mr.  J.  Marks.  Mr.  Councillor 
bparks  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  and  Mr  F  C 
Williams  responded.  Mr.  A.  Jarvis,  whose  capital 
rendermg  of  "  I'm  shaving  myself,"  and  "  A  fine  old 
-Irish  gentleman,"  fairly  brought  down  the  house 
and  Mr.  Read,  whose  songs  were  greatly  appreciated 
are  worthy  of  special  mention.  A  pleasant  evening 
was  brought  tj  a  somewhat  early  close  with  the 
National  Anthem  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
man  with  musical  honours. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  at  Mason's'  Hall 
Tavern  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presided.  Mr.  Begernie 
reported  having  taken  several  flatfish  at  South- 
end. Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  presented  to 
the  society  a  nicely  prepared  skull  of  the 
catfish  or  sea-wolf,  which  showed  very  appa- 
rently the  felme  resemblance;  also  exhibiting  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  the  rare  scabbard-fish, 
Leptdapus  argyrecua  (Cuv.  and  Val.),  otherwise 
U  candatus,  nearly  6ft.  long.  The  learned  doctor 
gave  some  interesting  particulars  of  this  lemark- 
able  tish,  and  was  very  heartily  thanked  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  in  procuring  so  unusual  a 
specimen.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
membership,  ballot  May  2.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  tne  chairman  termmated  the  proceedings 
— Hon.  Sec.  ° 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society,  Cambridge. 
The  twenty-first  annual  meetmg  of  the  above 
society  was  held  in  the  club  room  on  April  19 
when  the  balance-sheet  for  the  past  year  was  pre- 
sented lor  approval ;  at  the  same  time  the  officers 
and  committee  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year— 
this  n  a  great  attraction,  especially  voting  for  the 
committee.  This  brought  a  large  number  of  in- 
terested members  together  —  Mr.  W.  Corn  well 
president,  m  the  chair ;  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer' 
A.  Brockett;  assistant,  L.  Holt;  these  were  re- 
elected, with  six  vicp-presidents,  also  eight  members 
on  the  committee  and  two  auditors  The 
balance-sheet  showed  that  the  society  started  the 
year  with  a  balance  in  hand  of  £27  13s  6d  ■ 
subscriptions  amounted  to  £37  17s.  6d  •'  total 
receipts  amounted  to  £76  16s.  The  expenses 
amounted  to  £44  12s.  3d.,  and  included  £17 
for  prizes,  £10  for  rent  of  water,  £6  salary 
ot  keeper,  with  £2  12s.  6d.  extras.  The  balance  in 
hand  lor  the  coming  season  amounted  to  £32  3s.  9d 
A  very  happy  and  prosperous  meeting  ended  with 
the  customary  vote  of  thanks  to  out-going  officers 
particularly  also  to  the  directors  of  tf.e  G  E  R  for 
their  continued  kindness  in  granting  privilege 
anghng  tickets  to  the  members.  This  concession 
contributes  considerably  to  the  popularity  and 
success  of  the  club.— John  O.  George. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
ojnmona  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SPEY  CAST,  ETC. 
Dear  Sik,--I  read  with  interest  your  note  on  the 
bpey  cast,  and  though  I  am  an  old  fisherman  I  have 
never  yet  been  able  to  get  a  clear  and  detinite  dis- 
tinction between  the  Spey  and  the  switch  cast,' 
which  we  use  on  the  Wye.  Will  some  reliable 
authority  explain  the  ditterence  ?  As  to  the  hope 
expressed  that  casts  will  be  made  up  to  fifty  yards 
It  strikes  me  that  again  all  endeavours  are  made  iil 
the  direction  of  a  record  long  cast,  and  not  in  the 
tw  flf*''  °^  improved  fishing  casts.  It  ia  possible 
that  fifty  yards  might  be  covered,  but  cui  tonol— 


that  length  of  line  could  not  bo  properly  fislied,  and 
further,  I  always  thought  that  the  object  of  the 
Spey,  switch,  or  steeple  casts  was  to  be  able  to  fish 
properly  pools  and  places  that,  owing  to  rocks,  trees, 
etc.,  behind,  could  not  be  fished  by  the  ordinary 
overhead  cast.  If  this  is  so,  it  appears  to  be  absurd 
to  talk  of  putting  an  obstacle  behind  the  caster  at 
thirty  feet  distance  !  I  trust  we  shall  not  have  in 
future  contests  an  exhibition  of  gymnastics  or 
physical  strength,  but  really  a  contest  of  practical 
skill  in  fishing,  otherwise  I  shall  deprecate  as  much 
as  many  other  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
the  idea  of  tournaments  at  all. 

Blue  Fowls. — I  see  Hoarder's  remarks  about  game 
fowls.  I  have  bred  blue  dun  fowls  for  fly  making 
purposes  for  the  last  forty  years,  and  I  cannot  agree 
with  his  statement  that  they  are  an  unprofitable 
kind  to  keep.  They  are  good  layers  and  good 
mothers,  but  bad  sitters  as  a  rule.  However  in 
these  days  of  incubators,  this  does  not  so  m'uch 
matter.  I  have  been  lately  written  to  by  some 
friends  of  Mr.  Bougie,  who  desire  to  introduce  the 
breed  for  fly  making  purposes  into  France. — Yours 
truly,  Glanrhos. 

["Glanrhos"  is  very  severe  on  my  suggestions 
and  remarks  re  the  Spey  cast  or  the  switch.  It  is 
evident  he  has  never  seen  a  fifty-yard  cast  done  in 
that  style.  I  have,  and  it  was  because  it  was  done 
with  such  delightful  absence  of  gymnastics  and 
physical  exertion  that  I  have  been  trying  to  arrange 
to  get  it  done  at  Earl's  Court.  I  know  that  with 
this  quiet  cast  salmon  have  been  killed  which  were 
quite  out  of  reach  of  ordinary  casts.  Am  glad  to 
hear  our  French  friends  think  of  takmg  up  the 
breeding  of  fowls  for  fly  tying. — Ed.] 

THE  RECORD  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Ernest  Phillips  is  correct  when 
he  assumes  in  his  letter  of  April  8  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  I  took  no  notice  in  my  book  on  "  Pike 
and  Peroh"  of  a  pike  which  was  said  to  have 
weighed  61  lb.  that  was  caught  on  March  22,  1894, 
in  the  River  Bann,  Ireland,  and  my  reason  for  not 
doing  ao  was  because  that  fish  measured  no  more 
in  extreme  length  than  my  371b.  and  361b.  pike, 
which  from  point  of  jaw  to  fork  of  tail  measured 
47^in.,  and  I  fail  to  understand  why  the  Irish  pike 
should  weigh  241b.  more  than  mine  caught  in 
English  waters.  The  abnormal  girth  of  the  Irish 
pike  was  owing  to  its  capture  late  in  March  at 
spawning  time  with  a  largely  developed  roe,  weighing 
lilb.,  which  would  account  for  its  distended  belly. 
English  anglers  seldom  fish  for  pike  after  February, 
and  never  after  March  14,  such  anglmg  being  illegal! 
This  Irish  pike  roe,  according  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Leslie's 
calculation,  contained  654,200  eggs,  a  shameful 
destruction  of  what  would  have  become  fish  in 
due  time. 

My  big  pike  had  girths  of  26|in.,  were  of  elegant 
and  perfect  shape,  and  had  no  roes  developed  in 
them. 

Most  anglers  have  long  since  relegated  the  6 1  lb. 
Bann  pike  to  the  "  limbo "  of  other  mythical 
monsters,  such  as  the  Mannheim  pike,  which  was 
paid  to  have  been  267  years  old,  and  a  backbone 
19ft.  long;  but  to  which  bones  had  been  added,  so 
as  to  lengthen  its  vertebraj  to  fit  the  story. — Yours 
truly,  Alfred  Jardine. 

[Mr.  Jardine  has  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  big 
Bann  pike  was  killed  in  a  salmon  and  trout  river, 
and  therefore  its  destruction  and  that  of  its  half  a 
million  eggs  prevented  very  shameful  destruction  of 
salmon  and  trout  fry. — Ed.] 


A  "92LB."  PIKE  STORY. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  corre- 
spondence re  record  pike,  the  following  extract 
from  "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West,"  by  the  Rev.  G.  R. 
Gleig,  a  most  interesting  and  very  cleverly  written 
book  of  sport,  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 
Never  having  heard  of  a  pike  weighing  more  than 
501b.,  the  statement  of  the  rev.  gentleman  seems 
somewhat  astounding.  The  book  has  been  in  my 
possession  for  many  years,  consequently  the  take  is 
not  in  recent  years. 

"About  seventeen  years  since,  when  visiting  the 
late  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  at  Portumna  Castle, 
two  gentlemen  brought  to  the  Marquis  an  immense 
pike,  which  they  had  just  caught  in  the  River 
Shannon,  on  the  banks  of  which  they  were  taking 
their  evening  walk.  Attracted  by  a  noise  and 
splashing  of  the  water,  they  discovered  in  a  little 
creek  a  number  of  perch  driven  on  shore,  and  a  fish 
which,  in  pursuit  of  them,  had  so  entangled  him- 
self with  the  ground  as  to  have  a  great  part  of  his 
body  exposed  and  out  of  the  water.  They  attacked 
him  with  an  oar,  that  by  accident  lay  on  the  bank, 
and  killed  him.  Never  having  seen  any  fish  of  this 
species  so  large,  they  judged  it  worth  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Marquis,  who,  equally  surprised  at  its 
magnitude,  had  it  weighed,  and,  to  our  astonish- 
ment, it  exceeded  the  balance  at  ninety-twy  pounds ; 


its  length  was  such  that  when  carried  across  the 
oar  by  the  two  gentlemen,  who  were  neither  of 
them  short,  the  hetid  and  tail  touched  the  ground." 
— Yours  truly,  A.  Waddinoton  (B.S.A.S.). 

[Maxwell's  "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West "  was  pub- 
lished in  1832.  The  story  Mr.  Waddington  kindly 
sends  is  not  unknown  to  fame ;  in  fact,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  known  as  "The  Record  Pike  Lie." 
—Ed.] 


SALMON  AND  THE  FLY  IN  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  paper  of  Feb.  4,  1905,  refers  to 
salmon  fishing  f=with  the  fly  in  British  Columbia, 
coast  and  inland  waters.  Statement  made  by  Mr. 
Inskip,  of  The  Oaks,  Tottenham — namely,  his  sons, 
residents  of  British  Columbia  and  fishers  of  its 
waters,  inland  and  coast,  never  knew  of,  or  saw, 
salmon  taken  with  the  fly.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
contradict  this,  flatly  !  Mind,  not  aggressively,  but 
in  as  straightforward  and  sportsmanlike  way  aa 
possible,  with  all  courtesy  to  them,  for  the  state- 
ment as  made  is  not  fair  to  British  Columbia  and 
its  many  attractions  for  the  fisherman.  I  do  not 
say  that  salmon  fishers  should  come  to  British 
Columbia  expectant  for  that  sport,  but  I  do  say, 
emphatically,  that  at  two  periods  in  the  year, 
whilst  fishing  for  trout,  especially  in  tidal  rivers, 
they  are  taken  on  the  fly  frequently;  and  hardly 
a  saason  passes  without  some  of  us  being  lucky 
enough  to  have  the  unexpected  happen,  and  let  me 
tell  all  sportsmen  of  the  rod  that  to  get  a  lusty 
spring  salmon,  or  at  the  later  season,  "  fall,"  a  fresh 
run  cohoe  of  81b.  or  upwards  on  to  a  12ft.  rod,  is  no 
small  sensation,  especially  when  you  are  looking 
only  for  a  41b.  trout  at  most. 

In  one  season  it  was  my  luck  to  get  eight  on  to 
my  flies,  some  broke  me,  mostly  my  own  fault,  "  a 
leetle  too  eager  in  a  tight  place."  But  was  pleased 
to  land  four  or  five  good  fish,  largest  about  81b. 

Salmon  have  been  known  to  have  been  killed  to 
well-nigh  301b.  on  the  fly,  and  my  statements  can 
be  verified  by  eye -witnesses ;  names  and  addresses 
given  if  asked.  Also  the  cohoe,  by  Mr.  Inskip,  is 
quoted  as  a  trout,  so  classed  by  some.  Is  he  not 
thinking  of  our  steelhead  salmon  ? — "  erroneously 
so-called."  This  it  is  believed  by  many,  myself 
included,  as  a  typical  salmon  trout,  in  pluck, 
strength,  and  habit,  etc.  ;  but  cohoe  a  trout  ?  Well', 
it  may  be.  And  if  so  proven,  always  dofi  my 
bonnet  to  facts.  But  its  construction,  habits, 
temperament,  flesh,  and  all  else  seem  at  variance 
with  the  class  to  which  it  is  sought  to  consign  it. 

Two  instances  near  Vancouver  of  spring  salmon 
on  the  fly  were,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  killed  a 
short  time  ago  in  Seymour  Creek,  about  four 
miles  from  Vancouver,  by  Captain  Boucher,  as 
good  a  man  as  ever  put  rod  together,  and  those 
who  were  with  him  and  helped  gaff  the  fish  in  this 
instance,  will  swear  to  what  they  saw  in  one  after- 
noon— "  several  rises  and  two  spring  salmon  struck 
and  killed,"  weight  respectively,  141b.  and  181b. 
Captam  Boucher  used  to  maRe  a  practice  every 
season  of  going  to  this  river  for  salmon  with  the 
fly.  The  first  two  fish  above  named  were  killed  on 
an  lift,  rod  whilst  fishing  for  trout.  Often  we 
kill  them,  both  spring  and  cohoe,  on  a  small  minnow 
or  spoon,  spuming.  So  you  salmoners,  don't  leav» 
your  salmon  rods  behind  when  you  come. 

Salmon  are  also  killed  on  the  Thompson,  inland, 
on  the  fly,  I'm  told;  also  with  minnow,  and  on  a 
light  grilse  rod,  in  good  strong  water,  "  most  usual 
in  B.C.";  with  clean  run  fish  it's  a  case  of  fight 
from  start  to  finish,  especially  if  you  hit  a  271b.  or 
301b.  salmon  trout. 

For  those  who  may  not  know  the  variety  of  sal- 
mon in  B.C.  the  following  may  interest : — 

1.  The  spring,  red  and  white,  not  usually  canned, 
but  used  locally  as  a  table  fish,  though  now  largely 
frozen  and  shipped  to  New  York  and  other  markets. 
Runs,  spring  and  fall. 

2.  The  sockeye,  the  principal  canning  fish,  running 
in  the  summer  months  (followed  by  a  short  run  of 
spring) ;  at  the  close  of  the  sockeyes,  then  a  breath- 
ing spell,  after  which — 

3.  The  cohoe  takes  the  running.  This  latter  is  a 
second  quality  canning  fish,  with  a  flavour  drier  thaa 
the  sockeye. 

4.  Tailing  in  with  the  finish  of  cohoes  is  the  hump, 
intermixed  later  on  with  the  dog  salmon  (Indian 
name,  Qualla).  Fresh  from  the  sea  a  beauty  to  look 
at,  and  "  a  good  'un  to  go,"  and  jumps  like  a  buck 
when  struck.  But  after  twenty-four  hours  in  fresh 
water  transforms  into  an  ugly,  hideous  devil;  prone 
to  a  leprous  decay  that  sickens  in  stench  even  before  . 
he  is  well  dead.  The  humpback  is  canned  and 
sold  as  "  Alaskan  Trout !  "  "  Anything  in  a  name  !  " 
It  does  not  hold  its  colour,  so  cannot  go  for  salmon  ! 
Some  claim  it  as  of  the  trout  family,  but  it  is  not  a 
favourite  of  mine,  as  it  always  seems  so  hideously 
deformed  !  But  he'll  take  a  fly. 

The  English  Field  recently  gave  some  notea  oo 
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salmon  on  the  fly  in  B.C.,  which  would  be  most 
instructive  to  Messrs.  Inskip,  if  they'll  write  for  the 
number  containing  the  item. 

Messrs.  Inskip  do  well  to  call  attention  of  Walton- 
ians  to  B.C.,  but  it  is  a  pity  they  make  it  a  matter 
of  money,  as  in  a  measure  it  spoils  the  charm.  But 
they  are  lucky  to  be  able  to  combine  business  with 
pleasure,  and  I  only  hope  the  future  may  supply 
both  them  and  those  engaging  their  services  with 
the  opportunity  of  testing  a  fresh  run  spring  salmon 
on  the  fly  in  some  of  our  rushing  tidals.  Even  a 
cohoe  would  interest,  but  let  them  hook  into  a  201b. 
steelhead  salmon  (properly  classed,  I  believe,  as  a 
salmon  trout),  then  they  will  have  some  fun,  and 
will  need  all  they  know.  Friends.  I  wish  you  no 
better  sport.    Come  and  try  it. — Yours  truly, 

Vancouver,  B.C.,  Feb.  28.  H.  Brooke. 


PLAYING  FISH  THAT  LEAP,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  "  Benwyan's  "  most 
courteous  notice  of  my  article  on  "  Spring  Fly  Fish- 
ing "  in  your  issue  of  April  8,  my  theory  as  to  why  the 
rod-tip  should  kiss  the  water  when  a  hooked  fish  leaps 
is  this.  In  play  there  is  a  constant  tension  between 
rod  and  fish  which  is  apt  to  be  maintained.  When 
the  fish  leaps  it  is  momentarily  relaxed,  and,  allow- 
ing that  the  rod  were  held  in  the  same  position, 
unlowered,  the  weight  of  the  descending  fish, 
increased  by  the  absence  of  water  pressure,  would 
find  leverage  in  an  unyielded  rod,  and  so  the  fly 
would  be  jerked  from  its  hold ;  or  if  the  latter  were 
too  secure  a  break  would  ensue  in  case  of  a  heavy 
trout.  Moreover,  the  trout  would  not  probably 
descend  in  the  same  spot,  but  might  fall  farther  off 
or  sideways,  which  would  increase  the  risk.  I  think 
the  momentary  slackness  of  the  line  does  not  affect 
the  hold,  which  should  be  very  carefully  tightened 
again.  I  do  not  think  that  this  leaping  indicates  a 
lightly-hooked  fish  so  much  as  a  series  of  surface 
evolutions  which  are  well  defined,  and  have  to  be 
very  cautiously  dealt  with.  A  well-hooked  trout 
usually  works  deep.  I  believe  it  would  spoil  a 
specimen  tmut  for  setting  up  purposes  to  crack  its 
neck,  but  as  most  are  on  their  way  to  the  pan  the 
injury  to  appearance — namely,  a  light  mark  at  back 
of  head  and  open  mouth — seems  to  me  [too  insig- 
nificant for  reform.  It  is  a  very  thorough  and 
expeditious  operation  in  the  net,  and  I  do  not  like 
the  trouble  of  carrying  a  "  priest."  Thanking 
"  Benwyan  "  for  his  kind  remark, — Yours  truly, 

Black  Hackle. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON— STATE  OF 
THE  DART. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "Dis- 
gusted," he  must  certainly  be  alluding  to  the  lower 
waters  that  are  under  the  Dart  Angling  Association, 
who  hold  a  small  portion  a  long  way  below  Dart- 
meet.  The  Dart  from  Dartmeet  up  is  in  splendid 
order,  and  is  just  now  coming  down  a  splendid  fly 
colour.  There  are  no  pollutions  on  this  part  of  the 
river.  I  think  in  justice  to  the  Dart  Fishery  Board 
and  the  Duchy  authorities  this  correction  should 
be  made,  Sunday  fishing  is  not  prohibited  on  the 
Board  waters.  For  further  particulars  write  to  Mr. 
Triniman,  at  Two  Bridges,  near  Princetown,  who 
has  an  hotel  close  to  the  river. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 


FISHING  AT  LOUGH  NEAGH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  recommend  Lough  Neagh 
as  a  good  coarse  fishing  lake,  and  if  so  will  you  give 
particulars  of  a  suitable  and  convenient  lakeside 
hotel  where  boats  are  to  be  hired,  etc.  I  should 
wish  to  do  a  fair  amount  of  trolling.  If  the  lake 
mentioned  is  not  a  very  good  fishing  ground  during 
the  latter  part  of  August  and  September,  would 
you  inform  me  of  a  lake  or  river  where  I  should  be 
likely  to  meet  with  good  sport  among  the  bream, 
roach,  and  other  coarse  fish,  with  a  little  trolling  or 
spinning  thrown  in  ?  I  should  be  obliged  for  any 
information  you  could  furnish  in  this  respect,  and 
also  of  a  quiet  little  waterside  public-house  where 
one  could  get  suitable  accommodation.  Failing 
Lough  Neagh,  I  should  prefer  to  visit  English 
waters. — Yours  truly.  Coarse  Fisher. 

P.S, — Is  there  gond  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Christchurch,  near  Bournemouth  ? 


BASS  FISHING  OFF  THE  WELSH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  *'  Labrax  Lupus"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  15,  he  will  find  an  excellent 
chapter  upon  bass  fishing  in  Mr.  W.  M.  Gallichan's 
"  Fishing  in  Wales,"  which  I  think  will  tell  your 
correspondent  what  he  wants  to  know. 

I  hope  to  try  my  luck  at  this  salt-water  salmon 
myself  in  a  month  or  so  at  Barmouth,  and  would 
be  glad  to  hear  of  the  sport  that  one  may  expect  in 
that  estuary  from  one  of  your  sea-angling  friends 
who  has  had  practical  experience  of  it. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  D.  M.  A. 


BASS  FISHING  OFF  THE  WELSH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Labrax  Lupus,"  good 
bass  fishing  is  to  be  had  from  boat  at  Aberdovey, 
Merioneth,  also  from  beach  at  Towyn.  The  best 
spot  is  mouth  of  the  Dyssynni  river.  In  days  gone 
by  I  have  killed  large  quantities  in  both  localities. 
— Yours  truly,  G.  S.  W. 

Borcombe. 

[Much  obliged  to  our  correspondent,  but  does  he 
know  if  the  bass  fishing  is  good  now  ?  as  these  fish 
seem  to  have  deserted  places  where  they  formerly 
were  plentiful,  or  else  they  have  been  fished  out. — ■ 
Ed.] 


BASS  FISHING  OFF  THE  WELSH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Labrax  Lupus."  I 
think  he  will  find  some  of  the  best  bass  and  pollack 
fishing  in  the  kingdom  at  Arthog,  Dolgelly,  during 
the  summer  months.  It  is  on  the  estuary  of  the 
Mawddach.  Bass  and  pollack  are  just  arriving 
here  and  are  to  be  had  in  quantity,  but  all  kinds  of 
sea-fishing  has  been  neglected  owing  to  the  quality 
and  _  quantity  of  trout  fishing  to  be  had  when 
staying  at  the  hotel  here. 

I  find  that  rod  fishing  for  bass  is  almost  unknown. 
Trailing  from  boats  with  soleskin  bait  is  generally 
adopted  by  professional  fishermen,  but  spinning 
with  phantoms  or  rubber  eels  last  year  proved  very 
fatal.  The  new  proprietor  of  the  Arthog  Hall 
Hotel  is  catering  specially  for  anglers,  and  is  laying 
in  a  stock  of  tackle  by  Ramsbottom,  and  will 
answer  any  inquiries,  or  the  station-master,  Arthog, 
Cambrian  Railway,  would  give  information. 
Return  tickets,  Friday  till  Tuesday,  are  issued  half 
price  from  Birmingham  to  Arthog  or  Barmouth. — 
Yours  truly,  Siddons. 

BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  N.  WALES  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  some  good  fishing  along  the 
coast  of  N.  Wales.  We  send  a  lot  of  gear  and  baits 
to  Carnarvon,  Rhyl,  Menai  Straits,  Bangor,  Great 
Orme  Head,  Llandudno,  Beaumaris,  Conway,  etc. 
The  best  baits  are  our  Piano-Convex  Minnow, 
the  365D  sand-eel,  and  the  Challenger,  various 
colours.  The  fishing  is  chiefly  from  boats,  but  there 
are  some  places  that  can  be  fished  from  piers  and 
rocks  ;  an  old  salmon  rod  or  an  East  India  cane  one 
is  the  best,  with  sixty  or  eighty  yards  of  fine  line 
and  strong  single  gut  traces.  The  smaller  bass  can 
be  taken  with  the  White  Fly,  made  out  of  a  whole 
goose  feather. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  Heardeb  and  Son. 


PARCHMENT  FOR  FLY  BOOKS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  where  to  get 
parchment  such  as  is  used  for  making  fly  books. — 
Yours  truly.  Fly  Book. 

[If  "Fly  Book"  shows  them  a  sample  of  what  he 
wants,  probably  any  stationer  can  get  it  to  order. — 
Ed.] 


CORON  LAKE,  ANGLESEY. 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  to  thank  your  two  readers, 
Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White  and  Mr.  Hughes,  for  their  speedy 
replies  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the  above  lake.  I  should 
much  like  to  get  into  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Hughes  a  little  further  on  the  subject,  if  it  is  not 
too  much  trouble  for  him  to  do  so.  When  the  event 
of  the  year  (for  an  individual  whose  time  and  means 
for  trout  fishing  are  limited  to  ten  days  or  a  fort- 
night for  the  former,  and  only  a  modest  expen- 
diture of  the  latter  commodity,  and  the  distance  is 
very  considerable)  is  one's  angling  holiday,  one 
cannot  but  feel  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety  in  the 
selection  of  the  locality.  I  am  glad  to  have  been 
able  to  assist  many  of  your  correspondents  in  this 
manner,  always,  I  believe,  to  their  satisfaction,  and 
hope  to  find  a  reciprocal  spirit  among  our  angling 
brethren. 

Could  Mr.  Hughes,  therefore,  let  me  know  any- 
thing further  as  to  the  climate  (in  mid-May)  of  the 
island,  the  averag=)  size  and  baskets  of  the  river  fish, 
whether  really  killing  flies  are  procurabls  at  hand 
reasonably  ?  Possibly  he  may  not  be  unwilling  to 
write  me  privately,  as  I  must  not  encroach  further 
on  your  columns.  As  to  the  scenery,  if  he  could 
send  me  a  view  of  the  lake  or  adjacent  country,  I 
would  guarantee  a  remittance  of  the  expense  per 
return. — Yours  trulj%  C.  H.  Taylor. 

Hillside,  Wroxham,  Norfolk. 


WET-FLY  ON  DRY-FLY  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  only  just  seen  the  second 
edition  of  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson's  "Trout  Fishing" 
and  read  his  new  chapter.  He  quotes  me  as  saying, 
on  the  subject  of  his  first  edition,  "  if  a  wet-fly  be 
offered  to  a  trout  and  he  take  it,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  keep  so  tight  a  line  as  to  detect  the 


rise  by  feel ;  it  is  generally  quite  impossible  to  see 
the  rise  until  too  late,"  and  then  intimates  that  I 
"  seem  to  assume  that  by  wet-fly  fishing  he  means 
casting  to  the  other  side  of  the  water  and  allowing 
the  flies  to  be  borne  downstream  and  across."  I 
cannot  see  the  grounds  for  this  assumption.  I  have 
for  some  years  past  been  making  not  entirely 
unsuccessful  experiments  in  wet-fly  fishing  on  dry- 
fly  rivers,  and,  like  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson^  I  on  these 
occasions  "  act  precisely  as  a  dry-fly  angler  would." 
I  "  move  upstream,  keeping  behind  the  trout,  and 
as  much  as  possible  out  of  their  range  of  sight." 
I  "  cast  over  rising  fish  and  over  any  place  in  which 
one  might  be  on  the  watch,"  and  so  on.  Yet  I 
frequently  find  when  a  little  crinkle  on  the  surface 
suggests  that  something  has  moved  at  my  fly  below 
I  am  either  too  soon  or  too  late,  probably  the  latter, 
and  only  succeed  in  scratching  if  I  do  not  entirely 
miss  a  tish  which,  had  I  been  able  to  time  my 
response  perfectly,  I  ought  certainly  to  have 
caught.  Therefore,  I  say  that  the  wet-fly  on  dry- 
fly  rivers,  where  one  cannot  keep  a  taut  line, 
labours  under  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with 
the  dry-fly,  inasmuch  as  it  is  far  more  difficult  to 
correctly  time  one's  response.  I  agree  with  Mr. 
Hodgson  in  thinking  that  on  many  days  trout  are 
more  likely  to  take  the  fly  wet  than  dry. — Yours 
truly,  Val  Conson. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  one  of  your  correspondents  tell 
me  the  right  way  to  cast  when  worm-fishing  in  clear 
water  ?  Should  the  worm  be  thrown  overhand  like 
a  fly  or  swung  forward  underhand  as  one  heaves 
out  a  float  when  bottom-fishing  ?  In  the  latter 
case,  how  is  it  possible  to  get  out  a  light  tackle 
against  the  wind  ? — Yours  truly.  Avis. 

[In  upstream  worm  fishing  the  worm  is  usually 
cast  somewhat  as  a  fly  is  cast,  but  with  care  to  avoid 
jerks.  A  tough  well-scoured  worm  will  stand  a  good 
deal  of  casting,  provided  the  jerk  is  avoided;  the 
side  cast  is  used  when  required  by  the  circumstances. 
—Ed.] 


SOME  EXCELLENT  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  the  writer  of  the  article  on 
"Some  Excellent  Brown  Trout  Fishing"  in  your 
issue  of  April  8  has  allowed  his  enthusiasm  for  his 
subject  to  lead  him  to  rather  overstate  the  real 
facts  regarding  the  fishing  in  some  of  the  lakes  he 
mentions. 

First  of  all.  Lough  Keel  is  strictly  private,  but 
may  be  fished  either  by  permission  from  Lady 
Leitrim's  agent  or  by  staying  at  the  Rosapenna 
Hotel.  Certainly  the  fishing  is  first-rate,  but  it  is 
a  long  drive  from  Kilmacrenan,  the  nearest  village, 
and  longer  still  from  Rosapenna,  so  that  probably 
one  would  only  have  a  very  occasional  day  on  it  if 
fishing  in  the  district.  The  fish  there  will  average 
|lb.  on  a  good  day,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  lakes 
thereabouts  where  a  minnow  is  of  use. 

Lough  Salt  is  well  worth  a  visit,  if  only  for  the 
magnificent  scenery,  but  the  trout  in  it  are  far 
from  running  five  or  six  to  the  pound.  I  have 
fished  Salt  a  number  of  times  in  different  seasons 
since  1897,  and  on  referring  to  my  fishing  diaries 
find  that  they  average  1  |^oz.  One  can  make  up  a  fairly 
heavy  bag  however,  as  the  number  one  can  catch 
is  only  limited  by  time  and  patience. 

The  trout  in  Lough  Greenan  are,  it  is  true,  some- 
what larger  than  those  of  Lough  Salt,  but  again 
fall  short  of  the  \\h.  average  indicated  by  the  writer 
of  the  article.  My  best  bag  on  Greenan  was  fifty- 
three  fish,  which  only  weighed  76oz.  This  was  on 
a  good  fishing  day. 

As  to  Lough  Fern,  I  have  "records  of  many  days' 
fishing  at  all  times  of  the  year  from  April  to 
October,  and  find  that  the  average  works  out  at 
exactly  |lb.  On  some  days  they  will  average  6oz., 
and  on  others  not  more  than  3oz.  There  is  practi- 
cally no  chance  of  a  big  trout  in  Fern,  and  a 
genuine  pounder  is  very  rare,  although  dark- 
coloured  sea-trout  up  to  31b.  are  occasionally  taken, 
and  might  easUy  be  mistaken  for  brown  trout. 
There  is  every  chance  of  a  salmon  on  the  trout  flies 
and  tackle,  and  this  alone  makes  fishing  in  Fern 
of  much  interest.  By  the  way,  the  best  place  for 
salmon  in  Fern  is  along  the  reeds  between  the  inlet 
and  outlet  of  the  lake.  I  have  hooked  them  right 
amongst  the  reeds  in  3ft.  of  water,  and  always  find 
they  make  straight  for  the  open  water.  I  have 
often  tried  spinning  baits  and  other  lures  for 
salmon  in  Fern  and  the  Lennon,  but  never  had 
any  responss  to  them,  nor  have  I  heard  of  salmon 
being  taken  there  on  any  lure  but  the  fly. 

Altogether  the  district  is  a  very  delightful  one, 
and  I  only  send  you  these  notes  so  that  anglers 
may  not  expect  too  much  and  be  disappointed. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  R.  Peart. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidahhj  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

Salmon  Passing  Grilse  Stage  in  the  Sea. 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell,  writing  to  me 
from  Buxton  on  April  16,  said  :— 

"  About  your  'Correspondent's '  inquiry  in  yester 
days  Gazette  re  'Smolt  and  Grilse  Migration, 
the  proof  of  the  correctness  of  my  statement  is 
to  be  found  in  the  ' Stormontfield  Experiment'  on 
salmon  hatchmg,  in  which  details  are  given  of  fish 
marked  on  their  descent  to  the  sea,  both  as  smolts 
and  as  grilse,  and  on  their  return  from  it  both  as 
grilse  and  as  salmon.  I  am,  however,  out  of  reach 
ot  references,  and  as  my  memory  might  possibly 
be  wrong  (although  I  feel  practically  certain  it  is 
not),  I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  to  you  if, 
having  access  to  various  books  of  reference,  and 
probably  amongst  them  the  '  Stormontfield  Experi- 
ment, you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  verify  the  fact 

exceedingly, ^j,-o5a6Ze 
(though  of  the  fact  I  am  not  sure)  that  in  my 
'Angler-NaturaUst'  I  have  quoted  the  evidence  in 
question  as  taken  from  the  account  of  the 
'Stormontfield  Experiment,'  so  that  if  you  could 
not  refer  to  one  book  you  might,  perhaps,  kindly 
refer  to  the  other.'.'  ^      x  ,  j 

I  feel  sure  that  somewhere  among  my  hundreds 
ot  books  on  angling  and  fish  breeding  I  have 
Browns  "Stormontfield  Experiment,"  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  it,  my  library  recently  having 
been  subjected  to  "  spring  cleaning  "  ;  but  here  is 
what.  Mr.  Pennell  said  on  p.  146  of  "  The  Modem 
Practical  Angler  "  : — 

"  Sometimes,  however,  the  smolt  does  not  come 
back  as  a  grilse,  but  returns  in  the  spring  of  the 
tollowing  year  as  a  small  salmon  "  ;  then  in  a  foot- 
note he  says:  "The  circumstance  of  the  non-return 
ot  the  smolt  in  all  cases  during  the  first  year,  and 
the  theory  of  the  HjMwnimj  of  salmon  in  alternate 
years,  is  now  very  generally  received  amongst 
naturalists.  It  was  first  propounded  by  the  author 
m  the  Times  in  1863,  and  subsequently  in  the 
•  Angler-Naturalist,' f  published  during  the  same 
year. . 

I  am  trying  to  get  a  copy  of  Mr.  Pennell's  letter 
to  the  Tiwtes,  What  he  said  in  the  "Angler- 
Naturalist  was  only  that  "it  appears  certain, 
however,  that  smolts  do  not  always  return  during 


the  same  year  as  grilse,  but  frequently  remain  nine 
or  ten  months  in  the  sea,  returning  in  the  following 
spring  as  small-sized  salmon." 

I    judge    from    his   letter  to    me   that  Mr. 
Pennell  based  his  very  interesting  note  on  the 
results  obtained    in    the   Stormontfield  Salmon 
Breeding   Establishment    on   the  Tay.     In  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  some  time  in  1904,  I  gave  some 
account  of  those  experiments,  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  the  marking  of  smolts  and  their  return  as 
grilse.     I  feel  sure  that  "Correspondent,"  who 
wrote  in  the  FisJdng  Gazette  of  April  15,  is  in  a 
position  to  refer  to  all  published  accounts  of  salmon 
culture— from  the  accounts  of  the  experiments  of 
ilr.  Shaw,  of  Drumlanrig,  who  began  to  breed 
salmon  artificially  in  1836,  down  to  the  present 
time.    Will  he  kindly  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of 
those  experiments  ?    My  difficulty  is  that  I  do  not 
believe  the  system  of  marking  then  adopted  is 
of  the  slightest  practical  value  unless  done  on  an 
immense  scale.    The  system  adopted  at  Stormont- 
field is  described  in  the  account  of  an  eye-witness 
(.see  "The  Fisherman's  Magazine,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  450, 
published  in  1865,  and  edited  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell).    He  says:   "Various  plans  of  marking 
have  been  tried,  but  that  now  generally  adopted 
is  by  cutting  off  a  part  of  the  dead  fin  (the  adipose 
fin),  which  never  grows  again,  and  makes  them 
easily  recognised  when  they  return  to  the  river  as 
grilse,  which  they  often  do  the  same  year.    So  soon 
as  the  smolts  reach  the  sea  they  grow  very  rapidly, 
so  much  so  that  some  of  those  which  leave  Stor- 
montfield ponds  in  the  end  of  May,  not  weighing 
over  2oz.,  come  back  in  six  or  seven  weeks  weighing 
31b.  or  41b."  * 

Unless  done  oni  a  very  large  scale,  and  a  very 
large  proportion  of  grilse  returned  minus  part  of 
the  adipose  fin,  this  method  of  marking  is  not 
satisfactory,  as  grilse  get  injured  in  nets  and  by 
seals,  and  because  isolated  cases  of  grilse  with 
different  adipose  fins  were  found  some  months 
after  a  lot  of  smolts  so  marked  were  turned  into 
the  river  proves  nothing.  If  scores  of  fish  so 
marked  returned  together  it  would  be  a  different 
and  much  more  convincing  proof.  As  readers  of 
the  Fishing  .Gazette  are  aware,  the  most  recent 
American  method  is  to  mark  two  fins  (in  the  way  I 
illustrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  1. 
1905).  This  is  an  immense  improvement  over 
marking  one  fin  only.  But  what  I  cannot  under- 
stand is  why  a  little  silk  or  hemp  cord  or  tape  is 
not  used,  as  described  by  Walton  two  hundred  and 
fijty  years  ago. 

After  remarking  that  though  other  rivers  may 
produce  salmon  as  fat  and  as  large  as  those  of  the 
Thames,  he  adds :  "  Yet  none  are  of  so  excellent  a 
taste.'!    And  then,  referring  to  their  rapid  growth 
he  says  : —  ' 

"His  growth  is  very  sudden  :  it  is  said  that  after 
he  IS  got  into  ithe  sea  he  becomes  from  a  samlet, 
not  so  big  as  a  gudgeon,  to  be  a  salmon,  in  as  short 
a  time  as  a  gosling  becomes  to  be  a  goose.  Much 
of  this  has  been  observed  by  tying  a  ribband  of 
some  known  tape  or  thread  in  the  tail  of  some 
young  salmons  which  have  been  taken  in  wears  as 
they  have  swimmed  towards  the  salt  water,  and 
then  by  taldng  some  of  them  again  with  the  known 
mark  at  the  same  wear  on  their  return  from, the 
sea,  which  is  usually  about  six  months  after." 
Results  of  Salmon  Culture  Still 
"ALL  ON  Paper." 
But,  after  all,  there  is  not  much  satisfaction  to  be 
got  from  the  records  of  salmon  breeding  experiments 
from  1836  to  the  present  time.    As  one  critic  said 
fifty  years  ago  :  "Although  we  allow  that  artificial 
breedmg  may  be  a  good  supplementary  fund  to 
natural  breeding,  the  amount  of  that  benefit  is  yet 
wholly  to  be  seen.    It  is  aU  on  paper,  and  not  yet 
m  reahty."    As  I  have  repeatedly  said  during  the 
last  two  years  or  more,  until  artificially  bred  smolts 
are  so  marked  that  the  marks  can  be  identified  with 
certainty,  if  the  fish  return  as  grilse  or  small  salmon, 
no  serious  attention  can  be  given  to  reports  on 
paper  of  improvement  of  salmon  rivers  by  artificial 
culture.    Unfortunately,  many  American  reports  of 
success  emanate  from  parties  who  get  their  living 


by  running  State  salmon  hatcheries,  they  cannot 
afford  to  admit  the  truth  about  salmon  culture — 
namely,  that  as  far  as  any  practical  increase  in 
salmon  goes  it  is  still  "  all  on  paper." 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 
What  a  wonderful  man  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell 
is— there  are  many  points  on  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  agree  with  him,  not  that  it  follows  I  think 
I  was  right  in  every  case,  but  for  what  a  long  period 
he  has  been  not  only  an  angler  but  a  foremost  writer 
on  angling.    Over  forty  years  ago  he  was  editing  a 
delightful  monthly  called  The  Fisherman's  Marja- 
zme,  in  which  will  be  found  lots  of  things,  described 
or  advocated,  which  are  supposed  to  belong  to  a 
much  later  time.    In  an  account  of  "Seaside  Fish- 
ing," by  W.  B.  Lord,  R.  A.,  in  Vol.  I.,  I  sec  that  very 
practical  writer  says  :  "  Some  of  my  readers  will  no 
doubt  remember  a  most  amusing  account  of  an  ex- 
perimental sea  fishing  match  by  my  friend,  Mr; 
Frank  Buckland,  entitled,  'Fine  versus  Coarse 
Tackle,'  which  appeared,  I  think,  in  the  columns 
of  the  Field  last  August.    Champion  knights:  Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell,  fine  gut  paternoster,  dressed 
silk  line,  and  jack  rod;  Mr.  Buckland,  ordinary 
coarse  tackle  and  handline.  .  .  .  The  results  were  '  the 
tallest  kind  of  caution,'  Mr.  Pennell,  with  rod  and 
gut  line,  being  triumphantly  victorious  and  beatmg 
his  antagonist,  as  well  as  the  united  crews  of  two 
or  three  boats  anchored  near  them,  out  of  the 
lists."    Born  in  1837,  Mr.  Pennell  does  not  look 
much    over    fifty.     There   never  was   a  more 
"practical"  angling  writer  than  the   author  of 
"The   Modern   Practical   Angler."      In    all  his 
writings  about  anglmg— for  he  has  wi-itten  some 
charming  verse— it  is  all  severely  practical  and 
prosaic;    I  am  not  sure  that  the  following  half 
page,  the  last  in  "The  Modern  Practical  Angler," 
IS  not  the  only  bit  of  sentiment  in  connection  with 
angling  that  Mr.  Pennell  ever  indulged  in,  and 
therefore  all  the  more  welcome  :  — 

"  It  has  been  gravely  said  that  a  good  angler 
must  also  be  a  good  Christian.  Without  liter- 
alizmg  the  assertion,  it  may  well  be  admitted 
that  there  is  much  in  the  contemplative  character 
of  his  pursuit,  and  in  the  quiet  scenes  of  beauty 
with  which  it  brings  him  face  to  face,  to  soften  and 
elevate,  as  well  as  to  '  humanize.'  The  rushing 
of  white  water,  and  the  deep  greenery  of  woods 
and  fields,  seem  incompatible  with  what  is  base 
and  sordid.  They  act  like  a  tonic  on  mind  and 
body  alike,  and  the  fisherman,  solitary  with  his 
own  thoughts,  shut  out  from  the  world,  'shut  in, 
left  alone '  with  himself  and  perfection  of  scenery, 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  penetrated  with  the  spirit 
that  haunts  solitude  and  loveliness.  A  chord  is 
touched  that  must  find  an  echo  in  every  heart 
not  utterly  dead  to  gentle  influences,  awakening 
what  is  good,  silencing  what  is  bad;  directing 
the  thoughts  into  purer  channels,  and  leading 
them  almost  instinctively  to  'look  through 
Nature  up  to  Nature's  God.'  " 

I  for  one  thank  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  for 
this  ;  pleasant  bit  of  manly  sentiment  on  what  we 
may  call  the  poetical  side  of  angling.  The  chord 
IS  touched  all  right.  I  have  heard  a  hard-worked 
son  of  toil,  as  he  sat  on  the  bank  of  a  lovely  river, 
look  up  from  his  float  to  call  his  pal's  attention  to 
the  sanguinary  blueness  of  the  sky  and  similar 
beauty  of  May  blossom. 


Mr.  Orchardson. 

The  many  friends  and  admirers  of  Mr.  W.  Q 
Orchardson,  R.A.,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  lie  is 
now  gettmg  over  a  very  serious  illness  and  is 
looking  forward  to  seeing  his  friends  again,  thouc^h 
It  may  be  some  time  before  he  will  be  able  to  get 
about.  ^ 


There  are  some  similar  statements  with  respect 
to  marked  artificially  bred  smolts  being  recaptured 
as  grilse,  but  unfortunately  we  cannot  accept  these 
accounts  as  the  smolts  were  only  mutilated  in  the 
adipose  fin,  and  they  get  marked  in  that  way  by 
fash  seals  and  nets.  Walton's  method  seems  to 
me  to  be  far  and  away  the  best— it  proved  that  the 
samlet  13  a  young  salmon. — R,  B.  M, 


Incombustible  Celluloid. 

One  of  the  largest  makers  of  celluloid  in  the 
world  I  know  reads  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  hope  he 
will  make  a  note  of  the  following  extract  from 
Knowledge : — 

"In  order  to  overcome  the  undesu-able  quality 
of  celluloid  to  ignite,  a  French  chemist  has  adopted 
the  foUowing  method :  An  ether-alcohol  solution  of 
celluloid  is  made:  then  an  ether-alcohol  solution 
of  feme  perchloride.  The  two  solutions  are  mixed 
and  a  clear,  syrupy  liquid  is  obtained,  of  yellow 
colour,  yielding  no  precipitates.  The  liquid  is 
poured  into  a  suitable  vessel,  and  is  left  for  spon- 
taneoas  evaporation,  and  a  substance  of  shell- 
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colour  is  produced,  which,  after  washing  and 
drymg,  gives  the  desired  result.  The  celluloid  thus 
treated  loses  none  of  its  properties  of  pliability 
and  transparency,  and  is  not  only  uninflammable, 
but  is  also  incombustible.  Another  method  by 
which  the  celluloid  may  be  rendered  uninflammable, 
based  on  the  same  principle,  consists  m  mixing 
bromide  of  camphor  with  cotton  powder,  adding 
castor  oil  to  soften  the  substance  so  that  it  may  be 
less  brittle.  This  product,  though  more  easily 
prepared,  is,  however,  not  incombustible  like  the 
former  preparation." 

The  late  Captain  Lambert. 

I  asked  a  friend  if  he  could  tell  me  anything  of 
Captam  T.  Lambert's  services.    He  writes  :— 

"I  have  found  a  Canterbury  man  who  knew 
Lambert,  and  he  tells  me  he  was  in  the  Horse 
Artillery,  and  afterwards  in  the  East  Kent  Yeo- 
manry. I  make  out  that  he  joined  the  Horse 
ArtiUery  in  December,  1845,  and  left  it  some  time 
in  1854.'; 


Fishing  on  the  Monnow. 

A  friend  who  has  been  1  fishing  on  the  Monnow 
writes:  — 

"What  a  terrible  spring  we  are  having !  I  went 
down  to  the  Monnow  (on  private  water)  with  a 
friend  about  three  weeks  ago  for  the  opening  of  the 
season,  and  the  weather  was  like  Christmas,  and  no 
fly  out,  but  considering  all  things  we  did  pretty 
well,  as  we  averaged  seven  brace  a  day,  weighing 
from  Clb.  to  71b." 

''Fishing  in  Norway— The  Tana  River. 

The  article  under  the  above  title  was  given  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  as  by  <'Wild 
Turkey,"  from  Shooting  and  Fishing  (New  York). 
It  struck  me  as  I  read  it  that  somehow  or  other  it 
seemed  familiar.  This  mommg  (April  25)  I  got  a 
note  from  our  old  contributor  "Rugde"-  to  say: 
"  I  recognise  the  article  as  having  been  written  by 
me  and  certainly  for  no  American  paper.  In 
assuming  its  authorship,  therefore,  'Wild  Turkey^ 
— whoever  he  may  be— is  not  within  his  rights." 
Of  course,  I  have  asked  the  editor  of  Shooting 
and  Fishing  to  get  an  explanation  from  "  Wfld 
Turkey" — if  he  can.  I  am  half  inclmed  to  think 
that  this  very  article  appeared  originally  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  "Rugde"  has  written  so 
many  for  me  during  the  past  twenty  years  that  I 
must  wait  to  hear  from  him  on  the  point.;  That 
«  Wild  Turkey '.'  wants  a  dose  of  swan  shot. 

When  was  Seal's  Fur  First  Mentioned  for 
Fly ; Making? 

Is  there  any  earlier  mention  of  the  use  of  seal's 
fur  in  fly  making  than  that  m  the  notes  to  Hawkins' 
edition  of  Walton  and  Cotton  published  in  1760  ? 
I  thiuk  there  is  no  doubt  most  of  these  extremely 
interestmg  notes  on  fly  making  and  the  dressings 
of  flies  were  made  by  that  "  reverend,  worthy,  and 
ingenious  friend,  a  lover  of  anglmg,"  mentioned  by 
Hawkins  as  the  gentleman  wjio  communicated  to 
him  the  result  of  his  many  years'  experience.  I 
wish  we  knew  that  reverend  gentleman's  name,  as 
he  certainly  was  the  best  and  most  original  fly- 
dresser  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Hawkins  says 
his  friend  made  it  a  constant  rule  to  "follow 
nature''  in  making  his  artificial  flies.  There  can 
be  no  better  rule  than  that,  but  unfortunately  it  is 
the  last  thing  the  majority  of  fly  makers  of  the 
present  day  ever  thmk  of  doiag— I  mean  the  great 
commercial  fly  makers  ;  they  do  not  even  attempt 
to  keep  to  the  dressings  mentioned  in  standard 
works  on  fly  making.  I  thuik,  then,  it  must  have 
been  the  anglLag  parson  quoted  by  Hawkins  who 
first  recommended  seal's  fur  for  flies.  "  Seal's  fur 
is  to  be  had  at  the  trunk  makers  "—it  is  to  be  dyed 
all  shades;  also  mohairs  of  different  colours. 
"Some  recommend  the  hau:  of  abortive  colts  and 
calves,  but  dyed  seal's  fur  is  much  better." 

"  A  bit  of  old  Turkey  carpet  wiU  furnish  exceUent 
dubbing,  untwist  the  yarn  and  pick  out  the  wool, 
carefully  separating  the  different  colours";  but  he 
harks  back  after  recommendmg  other  materials  to 
dyed  seal's  fur  and  hog's  wool  because  those 
materials  are  "  more  turgid,  stiff  and  light,  and  so 
float  better,  and  are  therefore,  in  most  cases,  to  be 
preferred  to  worsted,  crewels,  and,  indeed,  to  every 
other  kind  of  wooli'S  He  aho  adds, '?  and  observ  - 


that  the  hog's  wool  is  best  for  large  and  the  seal's 
fur  for  small  flies.'.' 

FiRST  Mention  of  Sedge  Fly  by  an  Angling 
Writer. 

A  year  or  two  ago  I  think  I  mentioned  finding 
that  the  "  Great  Whirlmg  Dun  '-  of  the  old  -sTiters 
on  fly  fishing  was  iatended  to  imitate  the  Sedges— 
of  which  there  are  so  many.  This  reverend  friend 
of  Hawkins  says :  "  This  is  a  killing  fly,  and  is  to 
be  seen  rising  out  of  the  sedges  in  most  trout  rivers 
late  in  the  evenmg,  seldom  before  sunset,  and 
continues  on  the  water  till  midnight  or  after.  It 
is  found  duriag  most  of  the  warm  months,  but  kills 
chiefly  on  a  blustering  'warm  evening,  from  the 
middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  July."  I  often  use  a 
big  Cinnamon  Sedge  when  the  May  Fly  is  on,  and 
find  it  kills  well.  In  fact,  when  the  fish  have  too 
many  natural  May  Flies  to  care  to  take  more  than 
one  out  of  a  dozen  they  will  take  the  Sedge  freely 

 of  course,  ofled.    Indeed,  all  through  the  season, 

and  at  any  time  of  the  day,  a  small  Sedge  on  a 
No.  1  or  2  eyed  hook  will  often  put  the  most  wary 
trout  off  his  guard  when  the  most  perfect  copy  of 
the  natural  Olive  Dun  which  is  on  is  studiously 
avoided.  He  seems  to  say,  "  A  fig  for  Farlow,  hang 
Hardy,  blow  Bernard  and  the  rest  of  them,"  and 
then  takes  the  little  Red  Sedge  like  an  angel. 
And  now  look  out !  That  fish  is  not  only  strong 
and  near  weeds,  but  he  is  mad  at  bemg  taken  in. 
If  he  gets  uito  the  bed  of  weeds  he  is  fighting 
for  you  can  feel  him  take  a  turn  round  a  tough 
stem,  and  then  break  the  gut  off  with  a  vicious 
snap.  Yes,  you  may  pull  and  hold  the  Ime  and 
think  you  feel  a  tug  now  and  then,  but  it  is  afl 
imagination.  A  scared  trout  you  may  get  out  of 
weeds,  but  a  real  angry  one  nearly  always  breaks 
at  once. 


Harmless  Mosquitoes. 

Express  Correspondent,  Rio  Janeiro,  March  8. 

Senhor  Lacerda,  the  Director  of  the  Biological 
Department  of  the  Nation  Museum,  has  patented  a 
combination  of  vegetable  substances  which,  when 
rubbed  on  any  part  of  the  body,  absolutely  prevents 
bites  by  mosquitoes  and  other  insects. 

Many  experiments  have  been  made  with  the 
liquid  in  the  museum,  including  the  exposure  of  a 
nude  man,  treated  with  it,  to  100  different  poisonous 
insects.  None  of  the  insects  attempted  to  approach 
the  man. 

I  have  heard  of  patent  concoctions  to  scare 
mosquitoes  before.  If  this  is  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it,  the  rent  of  salmon  and  trout  waters  in 
Scandinavia  and  North  America  will  go  up  !  I 
hope  that  someone  will  try  the  remedy. 

The  latest  Dodge  for  Making  Fish  Bite. 

Our  interesting  contemporary,  the  Deutsche  Angler 
Zeitung,  of  Berlin,  announces  a  great  discovery  (I 
fancy  we  had  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  1879). 
Where  fish  get  so  wary  that  they  will  not  take  a 
bait  except  at  "  off "  moments,  the  way  to  tempt 
them  is  to  put  a  little  three-sided  looking-glass  on 
your  line  just  above  the  bait;  they  come  to  look  at 
the  bait,  see  themselves  in  the  glass,  and,  thinking 
it  is  a  rival  after  the  dainty  morsel,  they  bolt  the 
latter,  hook  and  all. 


"  Ringed  Flies." 

Dry-fly  anglers  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the 
virtues  of  eyed  hooks  and  flies  are  gradually  being 
discovered  in  the  United  States.  I  could  not 
think  what  "ringed  flies 'i  could  be  at  first— it  is 
clear  that  eyed  flies  are  intended. 

"Chicago,  III. — Editor  Forest  and  Stream: 
In  your  issue  of  Feb.  15,  you  published  an  article 
on  a  fly  and  cast  box,  showing  a  drawing  of  the 
latest  box,  which  I  think  an  improvement  on  the 
old.  I  regret  to  say  that  more  than  50  per  cent,  of 
trout  fishermen  do  not  know  its  use  and  what  it  is 
intended  for.  We  are  much  behind  the  English 
fly-caster  in  the  art  of  fly-casting,  and  more  so  in 
the  manufacturing  of  flies. 

"  I  have  carried  boxes  of  the  kind  you  describe 
for  fifteen  years.  An  English  concern  induced  me 
to  buy  a  supply  of  two-wiaged  flies  which  are 
unmounted.  The  mounting  is  very  simple.  I 
carry  a  package  of  silk  gut  with  me  and  mount 
my  flies  as  I  go  along.  I  can  change  flies  more 
quickly  than  by  having  looped  mounted  flies,  and 
can  save  the  fly  I  am  discarding  as  useless  at  the 
time. 

I  have  fished  nearly  every  stream  in  the  north- 
west, and  have  found  the  two-winged  fly  far 
superior  to  any  manufactured.  The  ringed  un- 
mounted fly  is  the  fly  of  the  future,  and  if  fellow 
sportsmen  wfll  try  them  they  never  will  use  any- 
other,  as  they  are  truer  to  life,  last  longer,  and  if 
properly  mounted  are  safer,  as  mounted  flies  are 
unreliable  after  the  gut  is  two  years  old. 

"  A  package  of  gut  can  be  kept  in  condition  for 
years  by  putting  it  in  a  chamois  skin  saturated 
with  oil. 

"Strange  as  it  may  seem,  when  I  first  began 
using  rmged  flies,  every  dealer  in  this  city  found 
objections,  such  as  that  a  small  end  of  gut  project- 
ing by  not  being  cut  close  enough  would  form  an 
air-bubble,  or  it  was  too  much  trouble,  etc.  It  is 
only  in  the  last  two  years  that  a  couple  of  our  best 
dealers  have  taken  them  up,  one  of  them— Von 
Lengerke  and  Antoine— being  enthusiastic  on  the 
ultimate  outcome.  Other  dealers  stiU  remain 
behind  the  age. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  advise  all  fly-fishermen  to  try 
the  ringed  two-wmged  fly  and  carry  the  little  box 
you  advocate.    It  will  prove  a  revelation. 

"E.  LlPKAU."- 


A  i61b.  New  Zealand  Rainbow. 
Mr.  O.  G.  Ruddock  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
cutting  from  a  New  Zealand  paper  : — 

"  A  flne  rainbow  trout  weighing  161b.  5oz.,  caught 
by  Mr.  J.  Hunter  Brown  in  Waikaremoana  Lake, 
was  on  view  in  Mr.  J.  Corkill's  shop  window,  and 
proved  a  great  attraction,  as  well  as  a  good  adver- 
tisement for  Waikaremoana  as  an  angling  resort. 
Mr.  Brown,  with  Mrs.  and  Miss  Brown,  has  been 
visiting  Waikaremoana,  and  during  the  earlier  part 
of  his  stay  he  caught  thirteen  trout,  weighing  31b., 
81b.,  8lb.,  IGlb.,  161b.,  lOlb.,  5lb.,  3lb.,  8lb.,  71b.,  61b., 
41b.,  and  31b.  each,  totalling  in  all  911b.  The 
weather  at  the  time  was  boisterous,  which  rendered 
angling  difficult." 

Shooting  Poor  in  the  Holy  Land. 

The  late  Bishop  Beekwith  of  Georgia  was  fond 
of  his  gun,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  hunting. 
One  day  the  Bishop  was  out  with  his  dog  and  gun, 
and  met  a  member  of  his  parish  whom  he  reproved 
for  his  inattention  to  his  religious  duties.  "  You 
should  attend  church  and  read  your  Bible,''^ 
said  the  Bishop.  "  I  do  read  my  Bible,  Bishop, 
was  the  answer,  "  and  I  don't  find  any  mention  of 
the  apostles  gomg  a-shooting."^  "  No,"  replied  the 
Bishop ;  "  the  shooting  was  very  poor  in  Palestine, 
so  they  went  fishing  instead. 

Blagdon  Reservoir. 
In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  Mr.  Alexander 
informs  me  that  "magnificent  trout  in  excellent 
condition  succumbed  to  the  fly  from  the  boats. 
Mr.  Phillips,  who  came  from  the  neighbourhood  ot 
London,  caught  five  fish  on  the  two  days,  all  on 
the  fiy,  the  largest  weighed  7lb.  4oz.  Another 
angler,  Mr.  George,  had  a  6-pounder  on  the  fly,  and 
many  other  fish  were  taken.  I  have  not  yet  had 
the  full  report  from  the  keeper." 

Motor  Cars  Prophesied  by  Nahum. 

Mr.  J.  Harvie-Brown  says  read  "  The  Prophecies 
of  Nahum,"  Chapter  II.,  Verse  IV. 

"The  chariots  shall  rage  ui  the  streets,  they  shall 
iustle  one  against  another  in  the  broad  ways:  they 
shall  seem  like  torches,  they  shall  run  like  the 
lightenings."  R-  B.  Maeston. 


How  lo  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fiyliing  Gazette,  St.  Duustan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  ot  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  JlcClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— J^is/ti«i;  Gazette, 


THE  GBANNOM. 

I  do  not  mmd  confessing,  right  here,  that  I 
consider  the  Grannom  an  objectionable  and  can- 
tankerous insect.  My  first  experience  of  her  was 
in  Aprfl,  1891,  on  the  Coquet.  She  came  on  on  the 
last  day  of  my  stay.  The  twelve-year-old  son  ot 
the  house  where  I  was  staying  had  a  hackled  pattern 
tied  by  Mavin,  with  green  floss  sUk  body  and  brown 
partridge,  and  he  killed  a  dozen  fish  in  a  short  time 
in  the  morning.  I  borrowed  one,  and  went  indoors 
to  imitate  it.  I  came  out  in  a  short  time  with  a 
couple,  just  m  tune  to  find  the  rise  quite  over. 
In  April,  1894,  I  again  came  into  contact  with  her 
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on  the  Teme  I  dressed  the  most  artistic  repre- 
sentations of  her-a  variety  of  them-some  hackled, 
some  winged,  some  floaters,  some  wet-fly,  I  even 
tried  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's  Grannom  nymph  The 
fly  was  on  moderately  thick,  and  I  never  got  a  rise 
to  any  of  them,  nor  can  I  recall  having  seen  a  trout 
take  one  in  a  week's  hard  fishing 

Kp^nJff  0°  the  Lower 

f^!  ^ff   ;  "^P"^^  about  the  bridges 

if  on?t?  ?t^''T^  'f"  was  much  as 

It  one  had  taken  a  horse's  nosebag  full  of  fine 
chopped  chaff  and  whirled  it  in  the  fir-but  never 
a  dimple  betokened  a  rising  trout.  Yet  I  read  in 
the  Press  of  good  baskets  of  fine  fish  being  killed  on 
the  Grannom,  and  every  year  since  I  have  visited 
the  Kennett  during  the  Grannom  season  without 
ever  once  I'ghtmg  on  to  ia  rise  of  trout,  except  in 
l  ni\Zi  '"^^""^y  "^^^  °»adly  on  about 

L       ,      i*?^,  my  split  cane  went 

by  the  board  like  a  carrot  about  5.5,  quite  suddenly 
and  utterly  unjustifiably,  unless  the  Grannom  put 
some  magic  upon  it.    Generally  speaking  there  were 
no  fly  hatching.    I  was  too  late  or  too  early,  or  it 
was  too  hot  or  too  cold,  or  something  was  ™g. 
In  1902  I  went  down  to  the  Wey  on  a  warm  day 
at  the   very  beginnmg  of   AprJ.     I  had  only 
one  Grannom  in  my  box,  not  expecting  her  so 
early.     Natura  ly,    I    found    the    little  beast 
commg  up  freely  from  the  water,  and  the  fish 
rising  gaily.    I  mounted  my  solitaiy  specimen,  and 
covered  the  first  rising  fish  on  my  short  beat  and 
promptly  left  the  fly  m  him.    I  had  no  more,  but  I 
put  up  some  wee  floating  March  Browns  on  0  and  1 
hooks  and  killed  two  and  a  half  brace  of  decent 
fish  for  the  water.    Lastly,  I  rose  and  landed  the 
fish  (about  nib.)  which  had  taken  my  Grannom 
and  recovered  the  fly;  but,  of  course,  the  rise  was 
over  for  the  day.    Buoyed  up  with  hope  I  went 
down  to  the  Kennett  for  the  next  week-end..  Too 
early!    Too   early  again  the  week  after.  The 
Saturday  after  that  I  spent  hours   over  tailing 
trout  which  were  gmbbing  Grannom  nymphs  out 
of  the  weeds,  and  got  never  a  one  of  them  and 
saw  never  a  rise.    The   following   day,  Sunday 
(fishmg  .  forbidden,   my  riparian   friend   being  a 
churchwarden),  there  was  a  lovely  rise.    The  bis 
trout  were  all  out  in  the  shallows  taking  every 
Grannom  that  came  over  them.    It  was  a  beautiful 
find  an  exasperating  sight. 

In  1903  I  was  on  the  Axe  for  two  days  with  a 
mad  rise  of  Grannom  on.    I  got  one  trout  of  1  lb 
or  to  be  precise  14oz.,  on  my  reproduction  of 
Maym  s  hackled  pattern,  but  after  that  not  an  offer 
could  1  get  to  any  Grannom  pattern- 

Last  year  was  a  dead  frost  on  the  Wey.  I  dressed 
^our-and-twenty  beautiful  Grannoms  so  as  to  be 
sure  to  have  enough.  I  went  down  twice.  On 
each  occasion  I  saw  about  three  of  the  natural 
insects  in  the  air  and  the  trout  would  have  none  of 
them.    Ihe  Kennett  was  no  better 

A  J''^i^!'^^^'°,^  T''*  '^^'^^  *o  Kennet  on 
April  15  fished  all  day,  and  saw  one  fish  rise 
1  offered  a  Grannom.  which  was  immediately 
accepted,  and  I  landed  a  *lb.  chub.  Next  day 
being  Sunday  was  a  dies  non,  so  the  Grannom  rose 
m  clouds  from  the  grass  at  every  step,  and  there  was 
a  nice  sprinkling  coming  up  from  the  water 
Between  eleven  and  one  the  fish— mainly  chub  I 
suspect —  began  to  take  them  pretty  freely 
cruismg  about  close  under  the  surface  and  taking 
the  nymphs  about  to  hatch.  I  had  to  come  up  on 
the  bunday  evening. 

Thus  in  fourteen  Grannom  seasons  I  have  never 
but  once  caught  a  trout  with  a  Grannom,  and  I 
really  think  he  took  it  by  mistake.  Yet  on  Sunday 
I  compaied  my  pattern  with  the  natural  fly,  and 
was  absolutely  satisfied  that  in  colour  and  general 
effect  It  would  not  be  possible  to  get  a  more  lifelike 
resemblance.  Wings:  A  single,  rather  dense,  roll 
ot  the  bottom  end  of  the  secondary  feather  of  the 
hen  pheasant,  sloping  low  over  the  back.  Body 
Bright  green  wool  lower  half,  and  hare's  ear  upper 
half  and  hackle  of  a  dirty  browny-blue  centre  and 
whitey-cream  edge.    Sheer  cussedness,  I  call  it  ' 

Which  is  why  I  remark,  and  my  language  is 
plain,  that  for  ways  that  are  dark  and  for  tricks 
that  are  vain  that  little  grey  fly  is  peculiar,  and 
tJie  same  I  am  free  to  maintain.  Q.  E.  D. 


0?^  Wednesday,  parties  of  boatmen  were  dragging 
Oulton  Broad  near  Lowestoft,  in  the  endeavour  to 
recover  the  body  of  a  gentleman  named  Josef 
Caracchio,  a  resident  of  Lowestoft,  who  had  been 
missing  since  Tuesday  afternoon,  when  a  boat  he  had 
hired  and  his  cap  were  found  floating  up  the  river 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

MAY  FLY  AND  DEY-FLY  ON  A 
SMALL  SCOTCH  BUKN. 

taS^Z.^^  '''T'^'  °*  ^     May     fishing  is 

told,  most  people  expect  to  hear  of  some  enor- 

EnZl't;^'      f  ""T^  t'-^ken  from  an 

^nghsh  dry-fly  water,  but  the  trout  about  which 
I  am  going  to  tell  were  by  no  means  large-in  fac 
they  averaged  about  a  quarter  of  a  pSund  each 
and  the  water  was  not  a  famous  dry-fly  water,  but 
a  small  bum  in  the  lowlands  of  Scotland. 

This  bum  is  for  most  of  its  length,  a  very 
ordmary  bum  with  a  regular  flow  of  later,  aS  it 
gets  compensation  water  from  a  large  reservoir 
S  o^ver  a  stony 

fir!  T  ^""'^  ^^^y  ^^lall,  averaging  onl^ 

Ibnut  .  i     .  ^""'^      «°arce,  except  for 

about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  where  it  flows  through  a 
very  sheltered  valley,  and  where  it  is  well  suppUed 

water^th     ""f  .if  S''''^''  ^^g^ar   flow  ol 

water  through  them  ust  suitable  for  dry-fly 
fishmg.    Here  the  bottoms  of  the  pools  are  not 

SefT'  '^'^^'y  of  mKand  and 

E     ^  *°       bm^  being  well 

?se  oflv  oTV?'"'  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^g^^'^d  varied 
Irl^l  ^      1*'^  In  consequence  the 

trout  here  are  larger  than  their  less  favoured  friend^ 
o*er  parts  of  the  bum,  and  average  about  Sb 

deS'fiiV^?.^'^/'^^  ^  ^''^  the  bum  is  a  g^od 
deal  fished,  the  trout  are  not  numerous,  but  are 

lu^of^;,    ^"i*"  amusement  ma^  be  gS 

While  staying  close  to  this  burn  last  June  I  had 
made  plans  beforehand  to  fish  a  reservoir  for  trout 
one  day,  but  as  the  day  tm^ed  out  hopeless  for 

o  be  haTl-T  ^"T.*^"'^  *°  ^^arest  fishmg 
to  be  had,  which  was  the  burn.  The  day  seemed 
pretty  hopeless  for  any  sort  of  fishing   as  Tt  was 

alrl"'"^^^.*^•'^^~  overhead  wS 

around  the  horizon  were  black  masses  of  thunde? 
c  ouds,  and  the  thunder  kept  growling  f rom  tteS 

Ss  a^di  ^iT^^r''^"'*^*^^^  ^  ^-"d  and  box Tf 
flies  and  strolled  down  to  see  what  was  going  on  in 
the  bui;ri.  As  I  came  to  the  lowest  pool  in  thS 
stretch  I  saw  that  all  the  trout  in  the  pool  were 

When  T/ntT!l"P  'T^'^y  ^'^^'^^^  places. 
When  I  got  to  the  water's  edge,  I  saw  at  once  the 
reason  or  activity  on  the  part  of  the  trout.  There 

Efaok  GnT'^'^T'  TJ"^  water  were 

Black  Gnats  in  hundreds.  Pale  Ohves,  Yellow  May 
Duns,  and  last,  but  not  least,  quite   a  decent 

Stone  Fly,  which  is  sometimes  called  the  May  Fly 
in  that  neighbourhood),  while  in  the  air^were 
Spinners  of  all  sorts,  some  small  Sedges,  Tnd 
md  ions  of  very  hungry  Midges.  There  wis  qS 
a  variety  of  artificials  to  choose  from  as  the  trout 
were  taking  everything  indiscriminately  as  far  as  I 
could  see  I  began  ^dth  a  Pale  Olive^  Qu  it  but 
they  would  have  none  of  it,  nor  would  th^y  look  a 
a  little  Marryat  or  a  Red  Quill.  I  hooked^one  fish 
finally  on  a  Badger  Midge,  but  he  came  off  and  I 
could  get  no  more  rises  to  it,  so  I  went  on  to  the 
next  pool  to  see  what  was  going  on  there  Here  J 
got  a  nice  little  trout  of  5oz!,  which  was  rTs^ni 
under  a  bush,  with  a  Black  G^at.  Thlre  wTs  f 
nice  fish  rising  near  the  top  of  the  pool,  and  Is  he 
seemed  to  be  rismg  to  May  Mies  only,  and  did 
not  fancy  my  Black  Gnat,  I  had  a  look  through 
my  fly-box    and    unearthed    two    ancient    in  1 

smair''  f  T  P"'  ^^'-^  fortu'naMy'faMy 

small.  I  put  on  the  smallest,  and  at  the 
first  cast  he  took  it  with  no  hesitation,  and 
was  duly  landed.  He  was  about  6oz.,  and  was 
quite  gorged  with  May  Flies.    Another  one  was 

mlXln  an  n?d1  f  '  '  badlsrfanS 
Wl  tn  °°  an  Old  Stake  Sticking  up  near  him,  and  I 
had  to  disturb  the  pool  to  get  it  back. 

Ihe  next  pool  is  deep  at  the  top  and  ends  in 
graveUy  shallows,  just  like  a  hatch-pool  on  a  cha  k 

to  Th'-M^v^Fl''''  */'r  '  both^iSit 
to  ttie  May  Fly,  and  returned  one  below  the  size 
imit,  that  IS  to  say,  too  small  to  be  of  any  use  fo? 
breakfast.  Even  the  smallest  fellows  were  gSt£ 
mad  keen  after  the  May  Flies,  and  most  of  tS 
were  gorged  with  it  It  was  a  case  of  mak4  hay 
while  the  sun  was  shining  for  them  ° 

The  next  place  to  be  tried  was  the  largest  pool 
of  all,  but  quite  the  worst  from  a  fly  fishing  poin 
of  view.    It  was  entkely  surrounded  and  ?ver- 
laung  by  trees  and  bushes,  except  at  one  pofnt 
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near  the  top,  where  it  was  possible  to  get  in  a  sort 
ot  a  bpey  cast.    The  stream  ran  strongly  close 
to   the    bank    here,  and    turned    lower  down 
towards  the  other  bank,  formmg  a  large  eddy. 
Ihe  result  was  that  after  the  fly  had  floated 
about  a  foot  on  the  far  side  it  was  suddenly 
sucked  under  by  the  current  on  the  near  side, 
pulling  the  lino  m  the  opposite  dkection;    The  pool 
was  deep,  too,  and  the  fi.sh  in  it  never  rose  well  to 
ttie  fly.    Anyhow,  on  this  occasion  they  did  not 
seem  to  be  takmg  any  notice  of  the  May  Flies  which 
were  floating  round  the  eddy,  in  fact,  there  was  only 
one  rising  regularly,  and  it  was  under  an  over- 
hanging hazel  branch  close  to  the  other  bank- 
Unless  I  landed  the  fly  right  under  the  branch  on 
to  the  trout's  nose  it  was  dragged  away  by  the 
current  before  it  reached  him.    After  about  twenty 
casts,  when  the  fly  had  landed  on  the  branch,  where 
It  fortunately  did  not  get  fixed,  or  on  the  bank  or 
behmd  the  fish,  it  finally  pitched  just  over  his  nose, 
and  he  fell  a  victim  to  a  Ginger  Quill,  which  had 
been  substituted  for  the  May  Fly,'    He  was  not  so 
fat  as  those  which  had  had  some  days',  feeding  on 
May  Flies.    It  was  odd  that  none  of  the  fish  m  that 
pool  were  taking  the  May  Fhes,  whUe  those  above 
and  below  were. 

After  lunch,  I  went  on  upwards,  and  from  my 
favourite  pool,  which  is  overhung  aU  along  one  side 
and  the  top  of  the  other  with  willows,  I  extracted 
two  trout.  One,  which  came  from  right  at 
the  top  where  the  willows  meet  in  an  arch 
over  the  water,  was  a  veritable  giant  for 
this  bum,  and  went  almost  half-a-pound.  Both 
came  to  the  May  Fly,  which,  however,  began  with 
other  ephemerae  to  go  off  about  that  time,  leaving 
only  swarms  of  black  gnats  on  the  water.  The 
trout  rose  fitfully  for  the  next  hour,  durmg  which 
I  caught  two  of  just  under  a  quarter  of  a  pound  each 
on  imitations  of  the  Black  Gnat.  I  was  then  driven 
away  by  the  evemng  rise  of  midges,  which  were 
even  hungrier  than  those  out  durmg  the  day. 

My  basket  was  not  heavy,  but  I  had  greatly 
enjoyed  the  day,  partly  because  each  fish  had  been 
stalked  and  caught  with  a  floatmg  fly  in  the  most 
orthodox  way,  and  partly  because  of  the  novelty 
of  catching  bum  trout  on  a  floating  May  Fly. 

W.  M.  J.  M. 
[It  is  quite  refreshing  to  hear  of  such  a  rich  and 
varied  rise  of  natural  flies.  On  many  of  our  English 
waters  the  hatch  of  flies  gets  poorer  every  season, 
and  fly-fishers  will  have  to  start  a  fly-breedmg 
establishment  hi  order  to  stock  waters  with  fly 
■Ed.j 


A  SMALL  BOY^S^FIEST  FISHING. 

'  Uncle  Ed.-,  take  me  ?  !' 

Down  back  of  the  bam^  where  the  soil  was  damp 
and  rich,  were  a  man  and  three  boys,  in  the  early 
evening  of  a  pleasant  July  dayj 

The  man,  evidently  but  Httle  past  his  majority, 
was  tall  and  erect,  and  as  he  turned  the  earth  with 
a  fork,  the  muscles  in  his  bare  arms  played  back 
and  forth,  every  motion  attesting  perfect  health 
and  strength.- 

Each  forkful,  turned  and  broken,-  revealed  wrig- 
glmg,  squirming  earthworms,  which  were  eagerly 
pounced  upon  by  the  boys  and  carefuUy  deposited 
m  a  wooden  box.: 

Well,  I  don't  know;  seems  as  though  you  are 
pretty  small  to  go  fishing,  but  then  the  sooner  you 
begin  the  more  fishing  you'll  getj  Yes,  if  your 
mother's  willing,  you  may  go." 

The  httle  red-headed,  freckle-faced  boy  instantly 
transformed  from  a  baby,  who  must  always  stay  at 
home,  to  a  boy,  who  could  go  fishing,  and  do  other 
things  boys  do.  Perhaps  he  might  go  swimmmg  soon.- 
"Oh,  Uncle  Ed.,  he'll  scare  all  the  fish,'r  cried 
one  of  the  others,  perhaps  three  years  the  red- 
headed boy's  senior. 

"And  maybe  he'll  faD  in,"  chimed  in  the  other.- 
But  the  man  explained  that  four  poles  would 
catch  more  fish  than  three,  for  the  more  baits  the 
more  the  fish  are  attracted,  and  so  it  was  harmoni- 
ously decided  that  the  '.'  kid might  go;  For,  you 
see,  the  man  was  a  diplomat,  ar.d  whatever  Uncle 
Ld.  said  was  generally  right  in  the  boys'  estimation.- 
In  a  short  time  the  box  was  half  filled  with 
worms,  which  were  covered  with  a  little  earth. 
Ihen  the  party  quickly  cut  around  the  hog  pen. 
through  the  cow  yard,  and  so  to  the  wagon  shed, 
where  were  the  fishing  poles.- 

"  Say,  bub,  you  run  in  and  ask  your  ma,  while  I 
fix  a  pole  and  line,':  and  littJe  red-head  scampered 
in  at  the  back  doori 
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He  was  gone  some  minutes,  during  which  time 
the  man  deftly  attached  a  heavy  linen  line  to  a 
short,  light  cane  pole.  The  line  was  made  long 
enough  to  equal  the  length  of  the  pole,  and  was 
firmly  tied  to  the  tip,  while  the  longer  end  was 
wound  spirally  around  the  pole,  till  it  came  nearly 
to  the  larger  end,  where  it  was  securely  fastened; 
A  stout  pout  hook,  with  a  long  shank,  was  then 
tied  to  the  free  end,  and  the  outfit  was  completed 
with  a  liberal  supply  of  tea  lead  and  cork; 

Just  then  a  troubled  little  face  appeared  at  the 
door,  followed  by  the  worried  face  of  the  mother; 

"  Say,  Uncle  Ed.,  didn't  you  say  I  could  go  ?  " 

"Why,  yes,  Em.-,  let  him  go ;  I'll  look  out  for  him, 
and  fishing  is  good  for  boys.'- 

But  the  mother  could  hardly  believe  that  her 
baby  was  big  enough  to  go  fishing,  and  it  was  only 
after  a  fall  of  bitter,  but  still  hopeful,  tears  that  it 
was  arranged  that  the  boy  might  go,  but  the 
mother  and  an  aunt  were  to  follow  to  see  no  harm 
came  to  the  party.: 

While  the  boy  keenly  felt  the  humiliation  of 
having  the  mother  follow,  still  the  fact  of  going 
with  the  other  fellows  made  him  feel  quite  like  a 
man; 

They  follow  the  main  road,  down  through  the 
pretty  village,  past  the  blacksmith's  shop,  where 
that  morning  the  boy  had  watched  a  yoke  of 
oxen  shod,  till  th€y  reached  the  brook,  which,  with 
numberless  turns  and  crooks,  winds  for  nearly  a 
mile  down  through  a  long  green  meadow,  without 
tree  or  bush,  with  many  a  deep  pool,  homes  of 
numberless  pickerel,  perch,  pout  and  sunfish,  and 
an  occasional  trout; 

Just  below  the  bridge  is  a  big  deep  hole,  where 
the  brook  broadens  out  into  a  miniature  pond,  just 
right  for  boys  to  fish  in;  And  here,  after  hooks 
were  baited,  four  corks  serenely  floated,  while  as 
many  fishers  anxiously  awaited  "  bites. "- 

Soon  the  boy's  cork  was  jerked  under,  and  with 
a  mighty  pull  the  line  and  bare  hook  whizzed 
through  the  air; 

55  Next  time  let  him  have  it  till  he  has  a  chance 
to  swallow  the  bait,"  admonished  the  uncle,  but  in 
a  minute  the  operation  was  repeated;  Soon,  how- 
ever, when  another  bite  came  he  waited —  waited 
till  the  cork  went  down,  down  out  of  sight,  and  the 
boy  must  pull,  or  be  pulled  into  the  brook,  it 
seemed,  and  then  the  boy  had  caught  hislfirst  fish, 
a  goodly  pout. 

Then,  perhaps,  he  wasn' t  glad  to  have  the  mother 
and  the  aunt  smiling  down  on  him  from  the  bridge, 
and  they  must  needs  come  down  to  the  bank  and 
admire  it,  and  "  heft '-'  it,  wliich  they  did  after  the 
uncle  had  strung  it  on  a  forked  stick.- 

After  the  man  had  shown  him  how  to  take  a 
pout  off  the  hook  without  getting  "  horned,'-  the 
boy's  hook  was  rebaited  and  he  again  cast  in; 

During  this  time  the  others  had  been  successful 
and  the  water  pail  boiled  with  captives.  After  the 
boy  had  caught  another  pout  and  a  kiver,  which 
"horned'!  him  cruelly,  bringing  the  tears  which 
would  come  in  spite  of  him,  his  cork  was  pulled 
down  stream  with  such  a  mighty  tug  that  the  pole 
was  nearly  jerked  from  his  han(i; 

With  a  long,  strong  pull,  he  threw,  flopping,  on 
the  bank  behind  him  the  most  wonderful  fish  he 
had  ever  seen,  with  mottled  back,  white  belly,  red 
fins  edged  with  black  and  white,  and  the  prettiest 
red  and  gold  spots  on  its  sides,  a  splendid  trout, 
over  a  foot  long,  plump  and  in  the  best  of  condition; 

That  was  twenty-seven  years  ago,  years  full  of 
joys  and  sorrow,  during  which  the  boy  has  fished 
on  every  possible  opportunity,  has  learned  much 
in  the  school  of  experience,  and  has  taken  other 
boys  fishing  just  as  the  uncle  did  on  that, memorable 
evening  so  long  ago; 

For  nearly  a  decade  the  uncle  has  lain  in  the 
graveyard  on  the  side  hill  overlooking  that  same 
brook.  How  often  the  boy  wonders  whether  his 
uncle  is  now  where  quiet  streams  run  through 
green  meadows,  and  if  the  fishing  is  good,  and 
whether  they  shall  not  sometime  wander  again 
together  through  meadows  and  woods  as  they  did 
so  many  times  in  those  happy  days; — W,  in  Forest 
and  Stream. 


Ilfracombe  Picturk  Postcards. — Messrs.  Tuck 
have  brought  out  six  attractive  coloured  picture 
postcards  of  Ilfracombe  views,  after  original  paint- 
ings by  Mr.  R.  W.  V  ernon,  who  has  at  present  a 
picture  at  the  Royal  Hibernian  Academy,  entitled, 
"  On  an  Exmoor  Trout  Stream,"  and  at  tlie  Bristol 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  among  others,  "Herring 
Pishing,  Ilfracombe,"  w  hich  was  sold  the  first  week. 


BANNOCH  MOOB. 

Few  anglers  ever  penetrate  amidst  the  wilds  and 
intricate  peat  hags  of  Rannoch  Moor,  situate 
1000  feet  above  the  sea  and  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  lofty  rugged  mountains.  Solitude  reigns 
supreme,  Bucheille  Etive  and  the  Glen  Goe  Moun- 
tains stand  guard  on  the  west,  while  Ben  Doran 
and  the  rugged  Corrie  Ba  stand  sentinels  and  rise 
their  majestic  forms  on  the  south.  MacCulloch 
says  :  "  Everything  is  silent  and  solitary,  not  even 
the  mountain  bee  is  on  the  wing  to  give  life  to  the 
scene,  even  the  very  midges  seem  to  scorn 
Rannoch  Moor,  the  heart-sinking  stillness  of  this 
solitude  is  the  more  dreary  that  it  is  so  spacious." 
I  have  wandered  rod  in  hand,  in  sunshine  and 
storm,  across  its  trackless  wastes  of  rock-strewn 
peat  hags,  and  found  it,  in  spite  of  its  solitude, 
teeming  with  plant,  insect,  and  animal  life — and 
midges. 

Dotted  over  the  Moor  are  numerous  lochs,  most 
of  them  nameless  tarns ;  in  all  there  are  about 
twenty  lochs,  some  half  dozen  of  which  are  of 
considerable  extent,  and  form  fairly  respectable 
stretches  of  water,  with  unpronounceable  Gaelic 
names  signifying  Loch  of  the  big 
trout,  the  Sandy  Loch,  Loch  of  the 
Rocks,  and  Loch  of  the  small  trout. 
My  acquaintance  with  these  lochs 
commenced  with  a  visit  to  Loch 
Rannoch,  which  I  was  tempted  to 
visit  through  a  rosy  and  doubtless 
inspired  article  I  had  perused  in  one 
of  the  leading  periodicals  devoted  to 
sport,  but  which  I  left  in  disgust 
three  days  after,  vowing  for  ever- 
more to  avoid  lochs  run  by  fashion- 
able hotels. 

Finding  myself  stranded  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glen  Goe  without 
any  definite  object  in  view,  I  decided 
to  explore  the  numerous  "  Lochans  " 
on  the  Moor  of  Rannoch  with  the 
keen  excitement  a  true  enthusiast 
feels  in  exploring  the  unknown.  I 
secured  a  gillie  hailing  from  Motven, 
who,  alas  !  knew  no  more  about  the 
moor  and  its  lochs  than  I  did ;  but 
I  found  him  useful  in  carrying  the 
baggage  and  managing  the  boat,  for 
most  of  the  lochs  boasted  a  boat  in 
various  states  of  dilapidation,  but 
like  the  fabulous  trout  of  Loch 
Rannoch,  they  wanted  finding. 

Setting  out  immediately  after 
breakfast  in  the  midst  of  a  veritable 
downpour  of  pelting  rain  and  driving 
mists,  we  made  our  way  over  miles 
of  peat  hags  to  one  of  a  chain  of 
lochs  through  which  the  River  Ba 
flows  on  its  way  to  Loch  Lydoch, 
one  of  the  finest  trouling  lochs  in 
Scotland.  I  decided  on  this  loch, 
the  Gaelic  name  of  which  signified  a 
ditch,  as  being  the  most  remote  and 
difiicult  of  access,  where  we  arrived 
soon  after  midday  in  a  sodden  and 
more  or  less  pulpy  state  after  much 
jumping  over  peat  hags,  scrambling 
over  rocks,  and  wading  through 
peaty-coloured  bums.  I  found  the  loch  fringed 
with  a  rocky  shore,  huge  boulders,  and  quite  four 
feet  above  its  ordinary  summer  level,  for  the  season 
was  the  wettest  on  record  ;  everything  looked  most 
promising,  and  a  few  minutes  sufficed  to  put  up 
my  10ft.  light  split-cane  and  get  out  my  sodden 
and  pulpy  fly  hook,  in  spite  of  the  gillie's  advice 
"tae  gang  on  a  wee  bit  as  dis  was  na  ta  loch." 
In  many  superfluous  scramblings  over  rocks  and 
peat  hags,  I  had  suspected  his  design  of  knocking 
me  up,  but  before  the  day  was  over  I  had  my 
revenge  on  Dougal. 

Having  fixed  up  my  rod,  I  selected  as  droppers  a 
"  Zulu  "  and  Teal  and  Red  with  a  Yellow  Sally  as 
tall  fly,  and  while  swishing  my  line  out  close  in 
shore  I  was  surprised  at  a  tug.  As  I  had  not 
commenced  operations  I  thought  I  was  in  a  weed, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  get  clear,  there  was  a 
sudden  rush,  which  severely  tested  my  light  split- 
cane,  and  I  found  I  was  fast  in  a  fish,  and  a 
good  one — how  it  fought,  and  made  sudden  and 
dangerous  darts  ;  however,  patience  and  skill  told, 
for  I  soon  grassed  it,  and  found  it  a  fine,  well-fed, 
spotted  beauty  that  turned  the  balance  at  |lb.  I 
foxmd  it  had  taken  the  Yellow  Sally,  a  fly  Hamish 


Stuart  would  laugh  at  for  a  Scotch  loch,  but  which 
I  found  very  successful  on  dark,  peaty-coloured 
water. 

As  Dougal  failed  to  find  the  boat  I  fished  from 
the  shore,  and  had  a  trout  on  rise  at  every  cast, 
but  for  size  could  not  equal  the  first,  although 
every  fifth  or  sixth  fish  appeared  as  big  until 
placed  side  by  side,  and  on  weighing  were  always 
about  two  ounces  short. 

After  three  or  four  hpurs'  fishing  I  found  I  had 
three  dozen  fine  trout  averaging  about  |lb.  each, 
and  as  the  evening  was  drawing  near,  thought  it 
advisable  to  reel  up,  as  the  prospect  of  scrambling 
over  miles  of  peat  hags  in  the  dark  with  15lb.  of 
trout  would  keep  obtruding  itself  on  my  sport,  and 
proved  as  much  worry  to  me  as  did  the  ghost  of 
King  Charles'  head  to  Mr.  Dick,  while  Dougal's 
oft-repeated  and  irritating  warning  that  we  should 
"hae  to  spend  the  nicht  in  a  peat  hag'l  was  not 
too  remote. 

Now  came  my  opportunity  for  balancing  the 
grudge  I  owed  Dougal  for  not  finding  the  boat 
which  I  had  found  quite  near,  half  full  of  water  ; 
had  Dougal  been  as  fond  of  perforniing  all  those 
little  attentions  one  expects  from  a  gillie  as  he  was 
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[his  guide. 

NEAR  THE  WeNDENSTOCK  AeETE  BEFORE  SUNEISE 
(about  4  A.M.). 

of  my  "whusky"  flask,  we  should  have  got  on 
first-rate. 

In  reeling  and  packing  up  Dougal  was  an  expert, 
and  displayed  more  alacrity  and  promptitude  than 
he  had  done  all  day — shouldering  the  creel,  he  would 
not  even  allow  me  to  carry  "  ta  rod,"  so  I  led  the 
way  amidst  the  most  pelting  downpoiu'  of  rain  and 
howling  wind  I  have  ever  experienced.  By  this 
time  the  day  had  drawn  to  a  close,  although  in 
these  northern  latitudes  it  is  never  quite  dark 
during  the  summer  months. 

On  we  trudged,  scrambling  over  rocky  boulders 
and  wading  through  peaty  bogs  until  I  was  com- 
pelled to  relieve  Dougal  of  his  load,  even  to  the 
rods  and  coats,  and  with  the  creel  on  my  back  I 
put  on  extra  pace — what  a  dance  I  led  that  poor 
gillie,  who,  although  he  had  now  nothing  but 
himself  to  carry,  was  showing  evident  signs  of 
distress  and  was  lagging  behind.  Mile  after  mile  he 
scrambled  after  me.  At  last  becoming  impatient 
and  somewhat  alarmed  by  his  non-arrival,  while  I 
had  been  endeavouring,  Mark  Tapley  like,  to  make 
the  best  of  a  sodden  cigar,  as  far  as  the  elements 
would  allow,  I  retraced  my  steps,  and  about  half  a 
mile  back  found  poor  Dougal  lying  full  length  on 
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his  back  on  the  heather,  his  glassy  eyes  staring  up 
at  the  wild,  dark  sky,  and  the  rain  beating  down 
on  his  pale  death-like  face.    I  raised  bis  head  and 


search  of  trout  with  most  successful  results  as  far 
as  sport  was  concerned.  Dougal  shortly  after  left 
for  his  native  Hills  of  Morven,  and  to  this  day  is 
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loosed  his  shirt,  but  he  was  quite  unconscious.  I 
felt  for  my  pocket  flask,  but,  alas !  it  was  empty. 
I  felt  his  pulse,  but  in  my  anxiety  could  not  trace 


not  aware  that  I  came  to  Rannoch  Moor  fresh  from 
scrambles  in  the  high  Alps,  where  I  had  made 
several  successful  ascents  of  the  snow-capped  peaks 
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any  sign  of  life;  How  it  did  rain !  and  the  wind  it 
fairly  shrieked,  while  the  faint  streaks  of  light  in 
the  northern  sky  made  up  as  eerie  a  scene  as  I  have 
ever  experienced,  and  one  that  will  live  long  in  my 
memory;  It  was  as  though  ten  thousand  satanic 
imps  had  been  released  from  Hades  to  fight  the 
elements.  I  sbing  off  the  coats  and  wraps,  and 
made  as  comfortable  a  couch  for  poor  Dougal  as  I 
could.  His  clenched  fists,  rigid  body,  and  tightly 
closed  jaws  told  me  he  was  in  some  kind  of  an 
epileptic  fit.  After  much  chafing  I  managed  to  bring 
him  round,  and  eventually,  after  much  laborious 
scrambling,  in  which  I  had  often  to  give  a  hand  to 
Dougal,  we  reached  our  inn  little  the  worse  for  a 
hard  day's  toiling  over  the  Moor  of  Rannoch  in 


surrounding  the  picturesque  Engelberg  Valley,  and 
was  therefore  "hard  as  nails/' 

J.  F.  Garruthers  Bells 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 
(Continued  from  page  278.) 

CHAPTER  VII.  —  continued. 
Mixed  Wings. 
These  are  made  up  of  single  strands  from  different 
feathers.    They  are,  to  a  beginner,  the  easiest  of  all 
kmds  of  wings  to  tie  on;  but  they  are  at  first 


troublesome  to  «  make  up.'.:  Wo  will  8uppo.so  that 
you  want  to  tie  on  a  mixed  wing,  composed  of 
bustard,  golden  pheasant  tail,  mallard,  summer 
duck,  dark  brown  turkey,  swan  dyed  yellow,  red, 
and  blue.  For  the  wing  nearest  you,  cut  a  strip  off 
each  feather  from  the  right  side.  Split  these  strips 
up  into  single  strands.  Take  any  strand,  place  it 
on  its  back  on  the  table ;  then  take  another  strand, 
place  it  also  on  its  back  alongside,  or  on,  the  last  • 
then  another,  and  so  on,  some  being  on  top,  others 
alongside,  until  you  have  formed  a  strip  as  shown. 
Of  course  you  must  try  not  to  place  any  two  fibres 


Fig.  59. 

of  the  same  kind  next  to  one  another. "  The  points 
should  all  be  of  the  same  length.  Never  mind  about 
the  fibpes  crossing  one  another ;  as  long  as  they  are 
on  their  backs,  and  all  from  the  right  side  of  the 
feather,  they  will  be  in  their  proper  position.  Make 
up  two  or  three  more  strips  in  the  same  way.'  These 
three  or  four  strips  must  now  be  formed  into  one 
broad  strip  (by  the  method  explained  in  Chapter  IV., 


FiGi  60i 

on  tails) ;  but  each  strip  should  be  placed  so  that 
the  points  of  the  fibres  in  it  will  be  a  little  longer 
than  those  of  the  strip  below  it,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  fibres  on  top  of  the  wing  will  be  the  longest. 
If  properly  done,  there  will  not  be  a  single  fibre 
sticking  out ;  but  if  there  should  be  one,  it  must  be 
removed  before  the  wings  are  tied  on.  The  stiletto 
will  be  found  very  useful  when  laying  down  the 
strands  and  picking  up  the  strips  from  the  table. 

The  left  wing  is  now  made  up  in  the  same  way. 
as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  size  as  the  right 
wing.    The  latter  is  then  picked  up,  and  placed  on 


Fig.  61. 

the  left  wing  (best  side  of  both  outwards)  so  that 
they  coincide,  and  form  one  double  wing.  The 
wing  must  now  be  tied  on  top  of  the  hook  in  the 
manner  described  for  tails  in  Chapter  IV.,  or  by 
one  of  the  methods  described  for  underwings,  the 
tying  silk  roimd  the  head  of  the  hook  having  been 
varnished  immediately  beforehand. 

After  you  have  wound  four  or  five  turns  of  silk, 
remove  the  left  hand,  and  pinch  the  root  ends  of 
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the  fibres  on  to  the  top  of  the  hook.  Then  wmd  a 
turn  or  two  more.  The  wings  should  then  be 
perfectly  upright,  and  not  a  single  fibre  standing 
out. 

These  ijiixed  wings  generally  have  two  strips  (one 
on  each  side)  from  some  feather  tied  on  over  them, 
to  keep  the  fibres  together  in  the  water. 

These  wings  can  be  varied  considerably;  Strips 
and  strands  can  be  mixed,  and  a  right  and  a  left 
wing  tied  on  together ;  or  inner  and  outer  wings 
composed  of  strips  and  strands,  like  the  upper  part 
of  a  built  wing,  can  be  placed  together,  and  the 
whole  tied  on  at  once. 

There  is  another  kind  of  wing  which,  is  very  little 
known,  but  is  very  killing,  and  perhaps  the  easiest 
of  all  wings  to  tie.  It  is  composed  of  strips  of 
different  feathers,  chiefly  mallard  with  light  butts, 
and  is  tied  on  top  of  the  hook.  It  does  not  matter 
whether  the  strips  are  rights  or  lefts,  or  both. 
Take  a  strip  of  mallard,  lay  it  on  its  back  along 
the  forefinger ;  place  two  or  three  more  strips  on 
the  first,  then  on  top  of  those  two  or  three  narrower 
strips  of  swan  dyed  different  colours.  Pick  up  the 
whole  wing,  taking  care  to  keep  all  together. 
Place  it  along  the  side  of  the  body  nearest  you, 
butts  to  the  head  end,  and  hold  it  there  close  to 
the  tying  silk  with  the  left  thumb  ;  now  wind  one 
turn  of  silk  loosely  over  the  butts  and  grip  the  silk 
between  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  of  left  hand. 
The  silk  is  nowliolding  the  butts  round  the  top 
and  sides  of  the  hook.  Place  the  thumb  of  left 
hand  on  top  of  the  hook,  and  keeping  the  silk  taut, 
place  the  point  of  the  stiletto  close  behind  it,  and 
push  up  the  strips  as  close  together  as  possible, 
first  on  one  side  of  the  hook  and  then  on  the  other ; 
wind  two  or  three  more  turns  of  silk.  Properly  tied 
there  is  no  "break'' in  the  wing;  but  it  will  rise 
and  fall,  or  open  and  close,,  in  the  water.  Flies 
with  these  wings  always  swim  well  provided  there 
are  not  too  many  strips,  which,  spreading  in  the 
water,  cause  the  fly  to  rise  too  near  the  surface. 
The  wings  of  these  flies  are  always  short,  and 
seldom  extend  beyond  the  hook  bend.  For  large 
flies  a  second  wing  is  tied  on  in  the  same  way, 
about  two-fifths  of  the  way  down  the  body. 

Spey  wings  also  are  tied  on  top  of  the  hook.  A 
double  strip,  that  is,  one  strip  inside  another,  both 
"rights"  or  both  "lefts,"  is  placed  on  its  back  on 
top  of  the  hook,  with  the  butts  pointing  towards 
the  tail ;  it  is  tied  on  with  three  or  four  turns  of 
silk ;  the  double  wing  is  then  bent  back  over  the 
butts  and  again  tied  down.  The  wing  is  next  split 
into  two  equal  parts  and  the  silk  wound  in  and  out 
between  them  and  roimd  the_hook._  These  wings 
are  always  made  very  short. 

{To  be  continued.) 


EIGHT  DAYS'  FISHING  IN 
WASTDALE. 


{Continued  from  -page  260.) 

Leaving  the  lake  I  crossed  the  road,  and  followed 
the  beck  up  to  a  farm  where  they  take  in  visitors, 
but  have  no  boat,  and,  rain  coming  on,  went  in  and 
was  kindly  supplied  with  milk  and  cake,  bread-and- 
butter,  two  jams  and  cheese,  price  6d.,  and  the  large 
sum  of  6d.  to  a  poor  little  girl  with  earache  gave 
very  good  value  for  the  money.  I  also  cured  her 
earache  by  a  very  simple  remedy — moistening  a  little 
plug  of  tobacco  and  putting  it  in  the  ear,  very  care- 
fully avoiding  to  compress  any  air  inside  with  a 
blunt  pencil  point,  pressing  the  plug  in  down  one 
side  of  the  aperture.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the 
tobacco  is  not  dusty,  but  stringy,  so  as  to  avoid  little 
bits  stopping  in  the  ear  when  dry.  It  is  most 
soothing,  and  a  renewal  or  two  when  dry  soon  cures 
it.    Two  days  later  I  saw  her  out  and  about. 

Putting  a  Pennell  Garden  Fly  cast  on,  I  started  in  a 
half  deluge  upstream  again,  and  got  a  lot  of  little  fish 
and  gave  up  in  disgust,  after  keeping  four  to  help  to 
make  a  dish,  and  started  for  High  Fell  Tarn,  leaving 
Yewbarrow,  2058ft.,  on  my  right,  thinking  I  could 
not  miss  it  by  keeping  to  the  beck.  After  half-an- 
hour's  trudge,  impeded  by  wet  overalls,  etc.,  I  came 
to  a  little  stream  running  do^vn  into  my  valley  from 
the  left  at  right  angles  to  the  beck.  The  most  water 
seemed  to  me  to  be  coming  straight  down  the  valley, 
and  I  saw  twenty  minutes  ahead  the  usual  "  Will-o'- 
the-Wisp  "  sky-line  over  which  must  lie  the  tarn,  so 
on  I  went,  wrong  though  it  was.  On,  on,  through 
swamps  and  swamps  ;  the  beck  ceased  but  swamps 
did  not,  and  at  last  worn  out  I  found  myself  steam- 
ing but  stationary  on  the  top  of  a  ridge  called  Dore 


Head,  2009ft.  The  sky-line  had  been  reached,  and 
no  tarn  was  in  sight.  I  was  looking  down  a  preci- 
pice into  Mosedale,  feeling  sick  and  horrid,  and 
clouds  spoilt  all  view.  How  heavy  my  tin  pannier, 
with  its  partition  for  book  and  limch,  lovely  to  look 
upon  in  theory,  felt !  It  seemed  ages  before  I  could 
find  shelter  in  that  hurricane  to  get  a  look  at  my 
map,  and  when  I  did,  down  that  steep  scree  was  the 
only  way  back  to  the  hotel,  imless  I  went  the  way  I 
had  come. 

Packing  my  rod  up  and  shortening  that  cutting 
shoulder  strap,  broad  as  it  is,  the  descent  was  com- 
menced, and  when  the  bottom  was  reached  and  I 
looked  up,  it  was  with  a  real  feeling  of  thankfulness, 
and  of  aging  knees  and  ankles  also.  The  Seascale 
coach  was  just  leaving  when  I  reached  the  hotel,  and 
I  was  told  by  a  local  angler  on  it  that  my  small  dish 
was  more  than  good  for  the  day,  which  was  grati- 
fying to  the  stranger  in  a  strange  land. 

The  old  lady  had  tea  ready  for  me,  not  having 
tiurned  out  with  my  limch  it  looked  so  like  rain,  and, 
after  bath,  came  dinner  ;  then  bed  with  dreams  of 
swamps  and  precipices.  Next  morning  it  poured 
again,  and  I  did  not  turn  out  till  1.30  p.m.,  but  spent 
the  time  in  letters  and  fly-tying,  laying  in  a  stock  of 
stiff  red  hackles  and  grey  bird  (ICnot)  in  three 
bodies.  This  day  was  heartbreaking,  and  if  I  ever 
get  to  the  senfle  state,  where  events  of  middle  life  are 
forgotten,  that  afternoon  wiU  stiU  haunt  the  poor 
flickering  retina,  if  the  brain  cannot  quite  grasp  it. 

I  took  the  boat  out  and  trolled  up  wind  for  about 
half-a-mile,  to  get  a  drift  back,  getting  one  run  to  no 
effect.  It  had  turned  out  a  lovely  afternoon,  and 
the  hills  showed  up  beautifully.  I  feared  for  the 
wind  and  quickly  got  to  work  ;  it  still  came  nicely 
from  the  south,  and  I  got  five  nice  trout  that  drift, 
and  put  six  back,  as  they  were  coming  up^  nicely. 
Alas,  it  was  short-lived  that  lovely  ripple,  and  died 
down  to  glass  calm.  I  have  omitted  to  state  that 
red  stiff  hackle  and  Cornerake  ,and  Red  got  the  fish, 
and,  if  anything,  the  former  most. 

Lying  back  in  the  boat  reflecting  on  reflections, 
almost  asleep,  a  landau  passes  on  the  road,  pulls  up 
a  bit  lower  down,  and  its  four  occupants  descend  to 
the  old  boat-landing.  A  small  rivulet  comes  in  with 
very  little  clatter  down  the  bank  20  yards  or  so 
ahead  of  me.  Is  that  a  puff — yea,  by  Boreas  it  is, 
and  I  will  be  level  with  the  little  feeder  when  it  is 
fit,  if  it  lasts,  and  it  just  did  last !  Lazily  I  got  out 
enough  line  to  reach  within  5ft.  of  the  side  ;  lazUy 
I  cast,  left  hand  propping  me  up  against  the  wind- 
ward side  of  the  boat ;  and  lazily  the  shimmering 
surface  received  that  hair  cast  and  red  hackle.  "I 
wonder  if  that  was  a  fish  ;  there  was  no  rise,  and 
yet  it  looked  like  a  big  dimple.  I'll  tighten  up 
anyhow,"  were  the  instantaneous  thoughts  that 
preceded  a  very  lively  and  rapid  change  in  proceed- 
ings. How  I  managed  I  do  not  know,  but  in  double 
quick  time  I  was  on  my  feet  backing  water  out  from 
the  shore  for  dear  life,  first  one  oar,  then  the  other, 
with  my  left  hand,  whUst  my  reel  shrieked,  and  my 
heart  was  stationary,  but  not  for  long,  as  I  realised 
what  was  going  on.  A  parson  from  the  landau 
party  ran  level  with  me,  and  when  that  first  rush 
was  over  and  I  -had  gathered  up  my  line  on  the  reel 
to  within  about  20  yards,  I  found  time  to  say,  "  By 
gad,  yes,  but  I've  not  had  a  glimpse  of  him  yet." 
And  so  he  was — a  whopper.  Gradually  his  borings 
and  rushes  became  shorter  and  we  got  near  the  shore 
again  ;  then  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time,  as  he  came 
under  the  boat  in  about  5ft.  of  water,  I  should  say. 
"  Can't  say  yet  what  weight,  but  between  6lb.  and 
101b.,"  I  said  to  the  anxious  onlooker,  "  and  I've 
no  more  chance  of  getting  him  into  my  net  than 
of  flying,  if  all  holds  good."  "  Tire  him  out,  and  I'll 
see  if  I  can  help,"  came  the  reply,  and  then  we  both 
began  to  get  glimpses  of  the  bulky  beast.  From  my 
position  I  could  see  best  as  he  sailed  round  and 
round,  now  being  in  shallow  water,  4ft.  at  most,  and 
his  shape  perplexed  me.  .'J  Not  a  salmon,  not  a  trout 
with  that  nose,  the  shape  of  a  minnow's,  round  an,d 
blunt,  and  I  remembered  the  "  bottling  "  referred  to 
by  John  Watson  in  his  "  English  Lake  District 
Fisheries,"  in  a  footnote,  page  131,  "  Nor  must  I 
omit  another,  the  bottling,  the  history  of  which  is 
somewhat  obscure."  Well,  here  was  I,  fast  in  a  boat 
and  big  fish  alone,  with  a  net  that  has  landed  a  41b. 
trout,  a  4|-lb.  kelt,  and  thousands  of  smaller  fry,  but 
was  quite  unfit  for  the  job  in  hand  at  present.  The 
bond  of  union  with  which  to  cope  with  this  ugly — 
oh,  how  sour  grapes  can  be  !■ — beast  was  a  single 
hair  cast,  grown  on  the  top  side  of  a  filly's  tail  on 
Shap  Fells.  "  He  has  given  up,"  I  yell,  as  for  the 
first  time  he  surges  to  the  top  on  his  side,  presenting 
a  short,  thick,  deep  belly,  shading  down  to  a  dnty 


whitey  yellow,  and  lying  dangerously  still  for  a  few 
seconds.  I  am  ready  for  his  rolling  and  plunging, 
but  it  is  a  poor  round,  and  he  comes  up  not  now 
more  than  10ft.  away  from  me,  as  I  steadily  wind  in. 
How  I  longed  for  the  revolver  of  the  tarpon  outfit 
to  shoot  sharks  with.  My  only  hope  was  to  abso- 
lutely play  him  out,  and  strand  him  if  I  could  find 
a  place  to  do  it  with  my  poor  strained  hair  cast.  Now 
he  rolls  slowly  over  and  forges  down  a  little,  only  to 
come  up  within  a  boat's  length  again.  He  lay  there 
that  time,  long  enough  to  let  you  think  he  was  dead, 
and  hope  began  to  rise  for  the  first  time.'  I  noted  hia 
length  very  carefully  as  I  wound  slowly  in,  and  felt 
quite  certain  that  2ft.  6in.  was  short  of  the  mark.  That 
great  depth  and  thickness — alas,  I  never  handled  him 
— betokened  a  big  weight,  and,  even  then,  it  flashed 
through  my  mind  what  a  triumph  it  nearly  was  and 
might  be  to  have  it  "  Coopered  "  in  state  with  the 
cast  neatly  coiled  on  a  pin  near  its  mouth  on  the 
walls  of  my  "  den." 

For  a  second  he  righted  himself,  and  slowly  and 
faintly  headed  away  from  me  back  out,  and  I  let 
him  go  some  two  or  three  yards,  and  his  plight  being 
so  bad,  brought  him  up  agam,  and  as  he  lay  on  his 
side  the  line  parted,  bitten  clean  in  two  about  2in. 
it  might  be  more  or  less  above  the  hook,  it  had  not 
drawn,  and  there  he  lay  just  out  of  reach,  unable  for 
a  second  or  two  to  sink,  and  had  it  been  then  in  as 
shallow  water  as  just  before,  I  might  have — well 
looked  longer  on  the  form  I  had  begun  to  love  so 
well.  "  Has  he  gone  ?  "  "  Yes,  hang  it !  "  I 
faintly  answered. 

Heart-broken  I  landed,  tied  the  boat  up,  and  went 
home.  I  had  then  fished  for  over  thirty  years,  and 
had  many  bad  shocks,  but  this  one  hurts  me  badly 
even  now  as  I  write  about  it ;  and  when  I  go  where 
.  big  fi|Sh  are  in  future,  I  take  with  me  a  wide  hooped 
net,  specially  made,  and  forsake  my  beloved  hair 
pro  tern.  Joe  Ritson,  on  my  return,  told  me  more 
about  the  fish,  short,  deep,  and  thick,  and  none  had 
been  landed  with  rod  and  line  to  his  knowledge ; 
they  were^hooked  with  worm,  sometimes  at  the  river 
mouth  in  a  flood,  but  always  broke  loose  at  the 
first  rough  tussle.  A  bottling  will  shadow  a  spawn- 
ing salmon,  and  they  used  to  set  a  net  below  to 
catch  one  so  engaged,  as  when  they  were  disturbed 
they  darted  right  off  down  stream  to  the  lake.  The 
one  I  was  engaged  to  for  over  ten  minutes  was  like 
unto  pollack  in  colouring,  and  the  astonishing  thing 
about  the  affair  was  that  it  gave  in  so  suddenly  and 
completely.  It  was  odd  it  taking  that  small  hackle 
Lq  almost  a  calm  and  in  such  shallow  water. 

The  old  lady  was  very  sweet  about  it,  and  I  wish 
she  had  been  there  to  see,  for  she  has  been  a  keen  fly 
fisher  in  her  time,  and  my  first  waders,  thirty  years 
ago,  were  a  pair  made  for  her,  resembling  a  New- 
market boot  more  than  anything,  in  which  she 
dealt  havoc  among  the  smelt  of  those  days  in  thin 
water,  it  being  then  legal,  and  the  salmon  clause  put 
in  all  documents  binding  apprentices — that  is,  that 
they  should  not  be  given  salmon  more  than  so  many 
times  a  week  for  food. 

Next  day,  Saturday,  heart-sore,  I  tried  the  lake,  but 
could  not  manage  the  boat,  it  being  so  rough  that, 
even  in  spite  of  a  stone  anchor  amidships,  I  drifted 
too  fast,  and  lost  fish  which  were  rising  well,  only 
getting  two,  and  four  returned  from  the  shore,  so 
turned  my  back  on  that  waterj'  grave  to  my  hopes 
of  yesterday,  and  made  my  way  up  to  High  Fell 
Tarn  again.  Seeing  my  little  friend  with  the  ear  on 
my  way,  I  clambered  up  and  up,  took  the  right  turn 
at  the  junction,  followed  the  water-coiurse  up  through 
a  cleft  on  the  ridge  opposite  Yewbarrow,  and,  soon 
came  to  the  tarn,  arriving  there  at  3.15  p.m.  I  got 
five  fish  fairly  quickly,  two  of  which  I  kept,  the  other 
three  being  poor,  but  of  that  rich  coloirr  that  moun- 
tain trout  often  get ;  then  fishing  down  the  other 
side  I  got  five  more,  losing  many,  and  returning  two. 

It  being  4.30  p.m.  and  a  good  tramp  home,  I  gave 
up  and  never  saw  things  look  better  as  I  sank  down 
to  the  lake  again.  Mountains  do  look  different  from 
an  altitude,  but  describing  a  hackle  is  more  in  my 
way  than  a  view.  When  I  got  in  I  found  the  old 
lady  had  been  to  the  top  of  Sty  Head  Pass  on  horse- 
back, and  was  not  stiff,  in  spite  of  her  seventy-seven 
years. 

Simday  morning,  church  ;  stepping  it  after'service 
I  found  it  was,  outside  measure,  13  yards  by  6  yards 
wide.  When  standing  up  in  my  pew  and  leaning 
rather  forward,  I  could  touch  a  crossbeam  with  my 
head.  After  lunch  the  old  lady  again  mounted  her 
"gee"  and  "  led  me  "  over  Black  Sail  Pass  ;  then 
church  again. 

On  Monday  I  prospected  up  Sty  HeadPass,  turn- 
ing to  the  right  to  Sprinkling  Tarn,  and  found  it 
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full  of  minnows  at  one  end,  and  though  I  fished  it  all 
I  knew  never  rose  a  fish  or  saw  one  stir,  and,  after 
lunch,  left  it,  and  went  down  to  Sty  Head  Tarn, 
.  where,  after  getting  eleven  and  puttmg  five  back, 
the  breeze  failed,  and  I  made  my  way  back  over  the 
pass,  leaving  a  dish  of  trout  on  the  parson,  where  I 
found  the  aunt  calling  and  discussing  mutual 
acquaints.  An  acquaint  I  made  there,  Paine  by 
name,  was  very  good  to  me  ;  he  had  been  campmg 
out  with  his  wife,  but  she  imfortimately  damaged  her 
ankle  waltzing  with  Great  Gable  or  mountaineering 
somehow,  and  so  they  descended  to  the  hotel,  and, 
unable  to  do  climbs,  he  came  and  gillied  me  in  the 
boat.  Tuesday  it  poured  ;  we  got  two  in  the  lake, 
and  I  bottled  eight  out  of  the  beck  for  pike  bait, 
and  came  in  for  tea  soaked. 

Wednesday  alone  I  got  twenty-four  and  returned 
eight,  had  to  give  up  the  boat  as  it  came  on  rough, 
but  picked  up  quite  a  few  nice  trcut  off  the  east  bank 
Thursday  it  poured  till  noon  ;  after  lunch  ^  Paine 
rowed  me  in  the  boat,  and  from  three  till 'seven 
round  the  north  end,  with  suitable  time  for  tea, 
made  by  the  aunt  and  Mrs.  Paine  under  a  wall ;  the 
coimt  was  forty-six,  out  of  which  I  returned  ten. 
This  was  on  Corncrake  and  Red,  the  cock's  hackle 
hardly  doing  a  thmg.  I  gave  the  old  lady  my  rod 
when  they  were  rising  well,  and  she  got  a  trout  in 
due  time. 

Friday  was  very  rough  ;  Paine  rowed  me  right 
bravely,  and  we  brought  home  twenty-one,  returning 
fourteen  others.  Of  the  twenty-one,  fourteen  were 
7-|lb.  A  queer  thing  that  all  of  a  sudden  bigger 
fish  seemed  to  put  up  to  go  off  again  suddenly. 

This  ended  a  most  delightful  little  visit,  though 
the  weather  was  not  very  favourable.  My  impression 
is  that  we  went  quite  early  enough,  and  the  better 
fish  were  hardly  on  the  shallows.  Then  again  the 
torrents  and  abnormally  high  level  of  the  lake  would 
not  help  matters,  and  John  Watson  says,  "  Good 
takes  are  rarely  had  before  July,  and  the  fishing 
improves  through  August  and  September." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  red  hackle  here,  as  on 
other  of  our  lakes,  will,  all  round,  beat  any  other  fly. 
I  include  in  this  sweeping  statement  the  Red  Zulu 
Coch-y-Bondhu  was  no  good  to  me,  and  I  even 
went  so  far  as  to  put  it  on  to  try  when  they  were 
rising  and  I  was  taking  fish. 

Anyone  wanting  soHtude,  grand  scenery,  and 
what  I  have  said  above,  more  or  less,  ought  to  try 
Wastwater ;  it  really  is  not  dreary,  but  after  dark 
no  one  arrives  at  the  hotel  or  leaves  it,  as  Sty  Head 
and  Black  Sail  Passes  are  not  to  be  trifled  with. 
Half-past  eleven  on  Saturday  morning  found  us 
starting  off  for  Seascale  in  the  dog-cart,  where  we 
lunched,  and  left  for  the  south  by  the  2.50  p.m.  train 
from  Whitehaven,  which  stopped  to  pick  us  up. 

Haib  Cast. 


BOXING  DAY  ON  THE  EDEN." 


A  MEMORABLE  EXPERIENCE. 
By  "Halcyon.'^ 


Although  I  had  frequently  fished  at  Appleby, 
the  quaint  old  capital  of  Westmoreland,  for  trout, 
I  had  never  tried  there  in  the  winter  time  for 
grayling ;  therefore,  when  talking  the  matter  over 
during  Christmas  week  where  we  should  spend  the 
Monday  and  Tuesday  following  Christmas  Day, 
my  old  angling  friend  Nicholas  Green  and  I  decided 
to  make  that  place  our  destination,  and  the  results 
were  so  peculiar  that  I  venture  to  think  that 
recountal  of  them  may  prove  of  interest  to  your 
readers.  I  always  make  a  point  of  spending 
Christmas  Day  at  home  and  so  does  my  friend, 
therefore,  in  order  to  get  to  work  in  anything  like 
decent  time,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  Leeds  by  the 
six  o'clock  a.m.  train,  which  necessitated  rising 
'at  the  unearthly  hour  of  4.30.  Leeds  was  enveloped 
in  a  dense  fog  when  we  met  at  the  ]\Iidland  station, 
and  our  train  stopped  at  every  station,  so  that 
when  we  dismounted  at  Hellifield  to  change  trains 
we  were  ready  for  a  cup  of  hot  tea  with  something 
in  it.  I  can  never  understand  why  in  the  fast 
expresses  the  carriages  are  sometimes  heated  to 
even  oppressiveness,  while  in  the  slow  trains  a 
couple  of  lukewarm  foot-tins  are  considered 
sufiicient;  but  so  it  was,  and  when  we  reached 
Appleby  at  nine  o'clock  we  were  almost  stiff  with 
cold,  but,  to  our  great  satisfaction,  the  Leeds  fog 
was  non  est,  and  in  its  place  a  bright  sun  shone  in 
a  cloudless  blue  sky,  and  a  sharp  frost  prevailed. 

"Good  morning,  gentlemen,'^  spoke  forth  the 
cheery  voice  of  Mr.  Jno.  Halifax,  the  genial  land- 


lord of  the  Tufton  Arms,  who  stood  in  the  porch 
awaiting  our  arrival.  "Ready  for  a  bit  of  hot 
breakfast  I  expect;  come  in,  it  is  all  ready  for 
you,"  and  it  was.  A  big  dish  of  ham  and  eggs, 
rolls  and  hot  coffee  soon  made  us  feel  ready  for 
the  fray. 

I  should  here  state  that  last  year  Mr.  Halifax, 
with  great  enterprise,  took  over  all  Lord  Hothfield's 
fishing,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  mile  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Castle,  which  is  reserved  for  his 
lordship's  friends.  This  is  free  to  visitors  at  the 
hotel,  and  constitutes  altogether  about  twelve  miles 
of  water;  some  of  it  is  situated  below  the  town 
and  some  above,  while  another  stretch  lies  on  one 
side  of  the  river  at  Temple  Sowerby,  some  seven 
miles  lower  down  stream;  Nicholas  and  I  decided 
to  try  the  upper  length  at  Ormside,  and  the  walk 
through  the  Castle  woods  was  delightful.  No  one 
who  is  not  a  winter  fisherman  can  imagine  the 
delights  of  the  sport.  As  we  left  the  hotel  Mr, 
Halifax  opined  that  he  would  not  go  fishing  on 
such  a  day  for  a  sovereign,  and  yet  he  was  going  in 
the  afternoon  to  the  golf  links. 

Some  distance  above  the  town  the  water  consists 
of  deeps,  the  home  of  numberless  trout,  and  to 
verify  that  statement  I  may  say  that  I  know  of 
one  local  hand  who,  in  one  day,  took  from  these 
deeps  seventy  trout  dapping  with  the  natural  Green 
Drake,  which  during  the  season  comes  out  very 
strong. 

But  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit  this  portion  of 
the  river  was  coated  with  thin  ice,  and  as  we  wished 
to  get  to  the  streams  we  made  the  best  of  our  way 
forward,  and  after  passing  through  a  small  fir 
plantation  we  skirted  a  thick  wood,  and  anon 
arrived  at  a  ford  some  eighteen  inches  deep.  The 
water  was  gin  clear,  and  at  this  point  we  took  to 
the  water  and  crossed  to  the  opposite  bank.  From 
there  a  glorious  vista  met  our  eyes,  and  we  stood 
for  fully  five  minutes  surveying  it.  The  wood  which 
we  had  just  left  towered  up  to  a  great  height,  and 
for  a  distance  of  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile  the 
trees  were  of  various  kinds,  amongst  the  bare 
branches  of  which  stood  out  the  dark  green  firs  in 
bold  relief,  but  the  effect  of  the  lovely  feathery 
tracery  of  white  rime  upon  the  leafless  twigs  I  shall 
never  forget.  In  the  rays  of  the  sun  they  shone  as 
though  studded  with  glittering  gems,  and  here  and 
there  the  red  sandstone  cliffs — peculiar  to  the  Eden 
Valley — jutted  out,  depending  from  which  were 
gigantic  icicles,  some  of  them  as  thick  as  a  man's 
arm  and  over  a  yard  in  length.  Just  above  the 
point  where  we  had  crossed  there  was  a  broad  gravel 
bed,  at  the  head  of  which  flowed  a  typical  grayling 
stream.  While  we  stood  admiring  the  beautiful 
prospect  there  was  an  unmistakable  grayling  rise. 
We  could  scarcely  believe  our  eyes,  but  we  both 
saw  it,  so  that  there  was  no  mistake.  However,  it 
was  the  only  one  we  saw  that  day. 

Now,  then.  Max,"  said  my  friend,  who  is  one 
of  the  most  unselfish  of  anglers — in  fact,  a  second 
George  Selwyn  Marryat — ■"  you  make  a  start 
yonder  and  I  will  try  higher  up."  I  demurred  at 
taking  the  first  likely  "swim,"  but  he  was  in- 
exorable, so  I  put  my  rod  together  and  made  a 
commencement.  As  the  water  was  so  clear  and 
the  day  so  bright,  I  saw  that  only  the  very  finest 
of  gut,  and  fishing  fine  and  far  off,  was  the  only 
method  likely  to  ensure  success,  and  therefore 
momited  a  three -yard  cast  of  5x  drawn  gut  and  a 
No.  10  (Redditch  scale)  round-bend  hook,  with  the 
top  of  the  shank  bent  outwards  to  keep  up  the 
head  of  the  worm,  a  wee  red- topped  float  the  size 
of  a  marble,  and  one  single  shot  completed  my 
tackle.  Carefully  threading  on  the  smallest  cock- 
spur  worm  I  could  select,  I  began  at  the  bottom  end 
of  the  stream,  casting  upwards  and  across  towards 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  As  I  expected,  the  thin, 
undressed  silk  line  that  I  was  using  was  soon 
coated  with  ice,  for  in  spite  of  the  bright  sunshine 
it  was  freezing  keenly,  and  I  had  within  five 
minutes  to  wade  out  into  the  gravel  bed  and  strip 
off  the  encumbrance.  Twice  had  I  to  perform  this 
operation  before  I  reached  the  top  of  the  stream, 
and  to  my  extreme  surprise  up  to  then  I  had  not 
had  a  single  touch.  I  now  joined  my  companion, 
who  was  busily  engaged  in  the  next  stream,  only  to 
find  that  his  experience  was  analogous  to  my  own. 

Just  above  this  point,  standing  up  sheer  from 
the  water,  is  a  bold  red  sandstone  rock,  upon  the 
face  of  which  anglers  and  tourists  have  carved  their 
names,  the  dates  varying  from  last  year  back  as 
far  as  1840.  The  pool  below  is  of  infinite  depth, 
and  rejoices  in  the  name  of  Clint  Dub.  It  is  the 
home  of  colossal  members  of  the  trout  and  chub 


kind,  and  when  Green,  a  Scotch  friend  named 
Henderson,  and  I  were  sitting  upon  the  bank  on 
August  Bank  Holiday  last  year  we  had  ocular 
demonstration  of  the  fact,  some  of  the  fish  being 
fully  51b.  in  weight.  By  the  way,  I  may  add  that 
none  of  them  succumbed  to  any  inducement  that  wo 
could  offer  them,  but  to-day  it  was  frozen  over,  so  we 
wended  our  way  up  to  the  lofty  railway  viaduct  which 
spans  the  river  at  this  point,  and  above  which,  as  well 
as  just  below,  there  was  a  grayling  "  swim  " '  of  super- 
lative quality.  Hero  G.  rolled  over  a  "topper,"'  as 
he  termed  it — "a  real  pounder,'-'  ho  pathetically 
remarked,  as  he  lamented  his  loss.  I,  however, 
fared  no  better  than  before,  so  after  some  more  ice 
stripping  we  reached  the  ground. 

Just  below  the  quauit  little  village  of  Ormside, 
where,  allow  me  to  remark,  there  is  no  public-house, 
a  shout  from  my  friend,  who  was  fishing  .some 
hundred  yards  above  me,  caused  mo  to  turn  round 
just  in  time  to  see  him  scoop  out  a  fine  fish  with  his 
landing-net.  "  What  is  it  ?  "  I  cried.  "  Grayling," 
was  the  laconic  response  of  G.  "  A  pounder,"  he 
added  by  way  of  parenthesis.  After  this  we  fished 
three  or  four  grand  streams  without  a  single  bite, 
and  when  we  met  together  on  the  bank  just  below 
the  church  to  eat  our  sandwiches  and  smoke  a  pipe, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  of  all  our  varied 
experiences  in  winter  grayling  fishing,  and  both  of 
us  have  had  a  few,  this  one  was,  to  use  the  words 
of  the  immortal  Richard  Swiveller,  a  "  staggerer." 
We  knew  that  the  fish  were  there,  the  day  was 
simply  perfect,  and  the  water  quite  free  from  that 
~-)ete  noir  of  the  winter  grayling  fisher — "snow- 
broth."  What,  then,  was  the  reason  of  our  want 
of  success?  but  the  finale  of  our  first  day,  and 
our  still  more  imaccountable  experiences  on  the 
following  one,  I  will  leave  for  my  next  article. 
{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  2>ost  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliam.es.  —  Genebal  REitfABKS.  —  The  weather 
throughout  the  Easter  holidays  was  so  changeable 
that  it  was  considered  improbable  that  many  trout 
would  bs  captured.  This  judgment  proved  correct, 
but  now  we  have  a  warmer  temperature  a  few  fish 
ought  to  be  located  in  the  open  water.  The  river 
has  cleared  after  the  recent  rain  and  is  not  now  a 
bad  colour.  The  force  of  stream  has  also  slackened, 
and  we  ought  soon  to  hear  of  more  fish  being  landed. 
I  have  made  several  inquiries  as  to  what  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  week,  and  the  majority  of 
replies  show  that  a  very  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
probably  they  have  been  further  afield  for  the 
holidays. — F.  H.  Amphxett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rains  have  put  a 
little  colour  in  the  river,  and  there  is  still  a  good 
stream  running.  A  few  fishermen  have  been  out 
during  the  holidays,  but  the  cold  east  winds  have 
kept  the  fish  from  showing ;  now  the  weather  is 
warm  sport  should  improve.  While  spinning  at 
Marsh  Lock  this  evening  (April  26),  I  hooked  and 
landed  a  small  trout  of  about  14in.,  which  was 
carefully  returned  without  being  hurt.  —  Stanxey 
Mead. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — There  is  very  Httle  to 
report  this  week,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bearup 
having  taken  another  trout  of  31b.  and  two  smaller 
ones,  which  were  returned  to  the  river.  The  water 
is  in  splendid  condition,  but  no  anglers  down. — 
Chas.  A.  Shaylor. 

Avon  (Ringfwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition.  Mr.  Musgrove  got  a  nice  fish  of  2olb.  on 
the  Bisterne  water  last  week.  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills  also 
got  one  of  321b.  on  the  same  water,  and  Mr.  G.  W. 
Carlyon  got  one  of  231b.  on  the  Ringwood  water. 
On  .May  1  baits  will  be  allowed  on  the  Ringwood 
water,  when  sport  should  be  very  good,  as  there  are 
a  fair  number  of  fish  m  the  poob. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloncester shire).  —  There  is 
little  to  be  said  of  the  Easter  fishin?  at  Fairford 
this  year.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  were  out,  but  I 
cannot  hear  of  more  than  from  eight  to  ten  brace  of 
trout  being  killed  amongst  them.  A  scarcity  of  fly 
and  most  unseasonable  weather  prevails.  Myself 
and  friends  killed  eight  biace  of  trout,  weight  from 
|lb.  to  2ilb.,  on  a  private  reach  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Coin,  mostly  with  Ogden's  Invicta. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Dart    (Totnes    and     District).  —  The  water 

has  kept  up  fairly  well  and  is  in  good  con- 
dition, but  there  has  been  an  absence  of  flies 
on  the  water.  On  April  20  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled 
a  dozen  fine   trout  and  Mr.  M.  Revell  had  half 
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a  dozen,  whilst  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  secured  ten 
fisli.  Messrs.  H.  Full  and  Ackrell  have  each  had 
small  baskets.  The  Tuekenhay  stream  was  netted 
on  April  25,  and  about  four  dozen  nice  trout  were 
taken  out  and  placed  in  the  Harbourne  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Conservators.  At  the 
Weir,  on  April  24,  twenty-five  salmon  were  landed. 
The  Conservators  have  decided  to  place  1700 
yearling  trout  in  the  West  Dart,  and  that  the 
balance  of  the  amount  voted  by  the  Board  be 
expended  in  restocking  next  year.  As  the  trout  are 
to  be  placed  in  the  West  Dart,  the  Board  will 
receive  £5,  promised  by  Mr.j  S.  P.  Adams,  a 
gentleman  very  much  interested  in  the  stream. 
— Devonian. 

Devousliire  Streams. — A  good  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  Carey,  which  has  fined  down 
considerably,  but  catches  have  not  been  large,  the 
cold  winds  affecting  sport  very  much.  Tiie  Torridge, 
Okement,  and  Lew  are  at  their  normal  height. 
Several  salmon  have  been  landed,  one  being  taken 
by  Mr.  P.  White.  Trout  are  plentiful  and  some 
good  baskets  have  been  obtained.  The  Exe,  Culm, 
and  Creedy  have  fined  down,  but  little  has  been 
done  by  anglers  owing  to  the  cold  winds. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — As  so  oftenjhappens,  sport  has 
been  poor  during  the  Easter  holidays.  It  has  been 
too  cold  for  good  trout  fishing.  A  few  fair  baskets 
have  been  caught,  but  not  the  weights  to  be  expected 
in  the  last  week  of  April.  A  good  many  anglers 
came  long  distances  to  kill  an  Eden  salmon  or  two, 
and  in  most  cases  went  empty  away.  Gudgeon- 
fishing  has  been  at  a  discount,  the  water  being  too 
clear,  hence  the  disappointments.  I  have  only 
heard  of  four  fish  being  killed  within  the  last  week, 
of  which  Mr.-Slater  got  two,  91b.  and  171b.,  with  fly, 
in  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water  on  Thursday,  April 
20,  Dr.  Murray  one  in  the  same  water  on  Saturday, 
and  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one  at  Syke  Foot.  The  east 
and  north  winds  have  stopped  the  run  of  salmon 
from  the  Solway  and  the  nets  are  doing  next  to 
nothing,  consequently  there  are  few  fish  in  the  rivers 
but  "stale"  ones,  which  are  always  bad  to  catch. 
■ — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  ravages  of  the 
dogfish  are  causing  much  concern  owing  to  the 
great  damage  done  to  the  herring  and  pilchard  and 
other  fish  generally.  In  the  Exe  and  tributaries 
some  good  trout  catches  have  been  made,  the  March 
Brown,  Blue  Upright,  Maxwell  and  Half  Stone 
proving  successful  flies.  A  fine  trout  of  31b.  3oz. 
was  caught  recently  in  the  Culm,  near  Culmstock. 
A  few  salmon  have  also  been  taken  by  the  rod 
anglers.  Bass,  pollack,  and  a  few  mullet  have  been 
taken  at  Exmouth  Pier  and  Dock  entrance;  the 
first-named  have  been  caught  in  goodly  numbers 
mostly  at  night,  the  most  successful  captors  being 
Messrj.  R.  Mostyn,  Leigh,  White,  Perry,  Popkin, 
Duchcherer,  Cobley,  Bastin,  and  others.  Pollack 
are  also  showing  up  in  good  numbers  and  of  good 
size.  Mr.  White  secured  seven  bass  on  the  niglit  of 
April  22.  Prospects  not  hopeful  until  warmer. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (Nortli  Wales). — During  the 
last  week  there  have  been  several  nice  days,  but  the 
cold  has  been  intense,  and  now  storms  are  the  rule. 
The  fishing  has  improved  very  much,  and  some 
splendid  baskets  have  been  made.  The  fish  have 
not  yet  worked  to  the  shore  from  the  centre  of 
the  lake,  but  will  do  S3  as  soon  as  the  water  be- 
comes a  little  warmer.  Considerably  more  than 
half  the  fish  reported  this  week  were  taken  on 
fly,  the  remainder  were  taken  trolling  with  a 
minnow.  On  April  12  Mr.  Malpass  killed  twenty- 
six  fish,  131b.  12oz.,  and  Messrs.  Bourke,  Langley, 
Ritchie,  Stratton,  and  Monk  three  each.  On 
the  13th  Mr.  Malpass  killed  thirty-one,  161b.  4oz. ; 
Messrs.  Bourke,  Lyttel,  and  Lawton  sixteen  each ; 
Mr.  Stratton  fourteen,  and  Mr.  White  seven.  On 
the  14th  Mr.  Malpass  killed  thirty-three,  171b.  12oz., 
Messrs.  Lyttel  and  Lawton  twenty-seven,  141b.  6oz., 
Mr.  Bourke  twelve,  Mr.  Ratcliffe  ten,  and  Mr. 
Ritchie  six.  On  the  15th  Mr.  Malpass  killed 
twenty-three,  121b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  Bourke  six,  31b. 
Soz.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Malpass  killed  thirty-four, 
161b.  2oz.,  and  Dr.  Fenton  thirty-two,  14lb.  lOoz. 
On  the  18th  Mr.  Malpass  killed  twenty  six, 
131b.  4oz.,  Dr.  Fenton  nineteen,  lUlb.  2oz.,  Mr. 
Wilson  ten,  51b.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  Heyder  five, 
21b.  lOoz.  During  the  week  Mr.  Malpass  has  killed 
171  fish,  giving  an  avei  age  of  twenty-eight  and  a 
half  fish  a  day.  [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.J 
The  extremely  cold  weather  which  has  held  sway 
for  so  long  still  continues,  but  the  wind  has  now 
moved  out  of  the  north,  and  things  generally  are 
sure  to  improve  now.  'J  ho  record  of  the  week's 
fi.shing  is  a  good  one,  considering  the  odds  against 
the  lods.  On  the  19tli  sixty-two  fish  were  killed,  of 
which  Mr.  Malpass  brought  in  twenty-six.  Dr. 
Fenton  and  Mr.  Heyder,  twelve  each.  Captain 
Hodge  five,  and  Mr.  Manby  three.  On  the  20th, 
fixty-six  fish  weighed  391b ;  Dr.  Fenton  accounted 


for  twelve,  Mr.  Malpass  and  Mr.  Heyder  eight  each, 
Mr.  Watta  seven,  Capt.  Hodge  and  Mr.  Foster  four 
each,  and  Messrs.  Manby,  Cooke,  and  Chapman  three 
each.  On  the  21st,  the  baskets  ran  small,  although 
the  lake  was  in  a  boil  all  day.  The  hatch  of  fly  was 
enormous,  and  has  baen  so  ever  since.  The  fish 
could  not  be  coaxed  by  fly  or  minnow. »  One  angler 
said  the  fish  were  standing  on  their  heads  with  their 
tails  out  of  water,  and  were  sucking  in  the  fly  as  it 
came  up.  Mr.  Foster  got  the  soft  side  of  seven  fish, 
and  Dr.  Fenton,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Malpass  four 
each,  Mr.  Wilson  had  three,  and  Messrs.  Watson, 
Heyder,  and  Chapman  two  each.  The  22nd  was  a 
day  very  like  the  21st,  but  the  baskets  were  better. 
Mr.  Malpass  killed  fourteen.  Dr.  Fenton  nine,  Mr. 
Foster  eight,  Mr.  Watson  six,  Mr.  Heyder  eight, 
Capt.  Hodge  six,  Mr.  Manby  four,  and  Mr.  Chapman 
two.  The  24th  and  25th  were  both  good  days, 
the  hatch  of  fly  on  the  25th  being  enormous. 
Dr,  Fenton  and  Mr.  Malpass  had  twenty  each,  Mr. 
Heyder  had  nine,  Mr.  Foster  seven,  Mr.  Watson 
seven,  Mr.  Manby  seven,  Mr.  Watts  four,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  three.  The|fish  are  in  splendid  order.  On  the 
25th  a  large  number  of  rainbow  three-year-old  fish 
were  turned  into  the  lake.  The  fish  are  from  Mr. 
Mason's  hatchery  at  Harrietsham,  Kent,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  record  that  there  was  not  a  single  fish 
dead  at  the  end  of  a  journey  of  ten  hours  by  rail 
and  ten  miles  by  road. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Trout  fishing  reopens  on 
the  Lea  on  Monday,  May  1,  when  the  season  also 
begins  on  the  Rib,  Mimram,  Beane,  Hiz,  Oughton, 
etc.  Tlie  waters  are  nice  and  fresh,  and  on  April 
26  it  was  much  warmer. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arxov  (Leomlnsterj. — Both  these 
streams  are  in  every  way  suitable  for  trout  fishing, 
but  the  weather  has  prevented  a  good  many  from 
going  out  of  late,  and  during  the  holidays  there  has 
not  been  so  many  rods  on  the  rivers  owing  to  the 
cold  weather.. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Badleisrh  Salterton). — The  fishing  all 
through  the  past  week  has  been  very  indifferent, 
none  but  the  most  insignificant  takes  have  been 
reported.  Every  day  the  same  cold  depressing 
weather  has  prevailed,  and  it  has  probably  been  the 
cause  of  the  fish  not  stirring  in  quest  of  flies.  The 
river  is  now  (April  26)  very  clear,  though  not  too 
much  so  for  excellent  sport  if  the  trout  would  only 
move.  The  spring  fishing  so  far  has  certainly  been 
a  thorough  disappointment.  It  is  only  to  be  hoped 
that  a  warm,  genial  May  will  improve  matters. 
— Heron. 

Plymouth. — A  great  number  of  fishermen  were 
out  on  the  various  rivers,  but  sport  was  very 
uncertain.  Some  nice  dishes  have  been  reported 
from  the  Dart  and  its  tributaries,  and  some  friends, 
fishing  the  Inney,  had  between  them  about  six 
dozen  nice  fish. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli). — From  an  angling  point  of  view  the  weather 
in  this  neighbourhood  throughout  the  Easter  holi- 
days left  very  much  to  be  desired  as  there  was  a 
piercing  north-westerly  wind  continually,  with 
occasional  storms  of  hail,  sleet,  and  rain,  which  many 
of  the  visitors  here  did  not  care  to  face  for  long  at 
a  stretch  for  fear  of  taking  cold  instead  of  fish,  and 
even  the  most  venturesome  were  not  rewarded  by 
sport  such  as  they  deserved  for  so  persistently 
braving  the  elements. — -Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — What 
a  variety  of  weather  for  the  holidays !  Easterly 
winds  have  prevailed,  and  on  the  24th  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  looking  out  over  the  Chichester 
Prioiy  Park,  it  was  white  with  frost.  There  has 
been  but  little  done  among  the  trout — a  few  under- 
sized fish  from  the  Ouse  tributaries,  and  from  the 
main  river  a  brace  of  trout  14oz.  and  12oz.  The 
Chichester  Harbour  fishermen  have  had  the  best 
sport.  On  the  24th  over  sixteen  dozen  smelt  were 
taken  by  a  party  of  anglers — six  dozen  being  the 
lar  gest  catch.  Ihe  netsmen  had  over  a  bushel  of 
smelt  and  a  sea-trout  of  4Jlb.  Warmer  weather  is 
needed  forj  sport  both  in  fresh  and  salt  water. — 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Cold  ^Easter.  On  April  25, 
rain  fell  and  made  water  in  good  order.  One 
gentleman  told  me  he  got  six  dozen,  another  two 
and  a  half,  but  it  was  cold  work ;  usual  flies 
killing.  Floods  carried  away  kelts,  so  not^much 
salrnon  fishing  now. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  in  good  order,  but 
owing  to  the  north-east  wind  few  trout  have  been 
caught.  Hardly  a  fly  on  the  water.  Some  very 
fine  salmon  have  been  grassed  the  last  ten  days. 
Weights:  271b.,  231b.,  181b.,  161b.,  yib.,  and  a  sewin 
of  1 1  Jib.  This  latter  is  the  record  fish  for  this  part 
of  the  river.  Trout  up  to  21b.  With  fair  weather 
fishing  should  be  good  for  some  time. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  but  sport  has  not  been  brisk.  Trout  have 
been  rising  well_at  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Iron 
Blue,'  and  February  Red.  Bottom  fishing  with 
worm  has  accounted  for  trout  over  1  lb.  each.  Good 


perch  have  been  landed  at  Burway,  some  scaling 
1  lb.  weight.  Fishing  on  Monday  under  Whitcliffe 
an  angler  took  four  nice  trout.  In  the  Ashford 
district  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed  with  the 
fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  continues  to  run 
in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
fairly  well,  but  the  east  winds  and  hail  and  rain 
have  been  against  good  sport,  and  anglers  have  not 
had  any  good  baskets.  Tlie  flies  used  are  the  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung  and  Stone 
Fly. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Our  rivers  are  still  running  very  high,  and 
fishing  is  anything  but  promising  through  the  snow 
water.  The  North  Tyne  water  at  Barrasford  fished 
only  poorly,  I  heard  of  one  good  fish,  yellow  trout, 
l|lb.  ;  very  little  sport  was  done  on  the  George  Hotel 
water  at  ChoUerford.  On  Monday  several  rods  were 
out,  catches  from  one  brace  to  four-  being  the  highest ; 
on  the  Wylam  Water  little  sport  was  got  owing  to 
north-east  winds  ;  a  few  trout  have  been  picked  up  on 
the  bottom  with  worm  and  maggot.  On  the  Coquet, 
on  April  13,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Philhps,  and  Mr.  Eugene 
Stratton,  fishing  from  the  Sun  Hotel,  Wark worth, 
had  good  sport ;  the  trio  totalled  thirty-seven  trout 
and  three  whitling  all  with  fly  ;  Mr.  Ord,  on  April  17, 
had  a  good  basket  of  eighteen  trout  with  fly  ;  myself 
along  with  a  friend  fished  the  Coquet  Water  on  Good 
Friday,  had  poor  sport,  north-east  showers  put 
a  damper  on  fishing.  On  Easter  Monday  the 
weather  was  more  to  the  angler's  idea,  but,  alas ! 
the  heavy  hailstorms  on  Sunday  put  down  fair 
volume  of  jice  water,  which  again  killed  our  pig;  the 
weather  agent  has  lhad  no  regard  for  anglers  and 
pleasure-seekers  this  Easter — ^may  we  have  better 
luck  next.  Whittle  Dene  waters  have  been  visited 
by  a  good  number  of  anglers  dui  ing  the  past  week, 
and  catches  varied.  Mr.  R.  White,  Gateishead,  was 
again  to  the  front  with  a  basket  of  fourteen  fine 
trout,  all  fly  ;  several  Newcastls  anglers  are  fishing 
the  Whitadder,  some  good  creels  of  trout  have  been 
killed,  I  have  heard  of  one  creel  scaling  161b. — 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Ufik  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge).— Rivers 
are  now  in  very  good  condition  for  fly  fishing,  but 
the  weather  has  been  very  unfavourable,  wind 
varying  from  east  to  west  and  at  times  very  cold. 
A  few  baskets  of  41b.  were  caught  on  Good  Friday, 
but  on  Easter  Monday  the  trout  were  not  rising  at 
all  well.  A  small  Dark  Blue  seemed  to  be  the  killing 
fly  during  the  week. — -Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk).  —  The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
condition  for  the  salmon  angler,  and  given  favour- 
able weather  he  should  have  fine  sport  during  May, 
which  is  considered  much  the  best  month  of  the 
season.  During  the  last  eight  or  ten  days,  a 
number  of  fish  have  been  taken,  and  they  are  in 
prime  condition.  Mr.  Pitt  landed  a  26-pounder 
in  about  fifteen  minutes  on  April  25.  The 
same  day,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  fishing  from 
a  fcoracle,  killed  a  salmon,  14Jlb.,  which  took 
him  down  the  river  about  half-a-mile  before  he 
finally  captured  the  fish.  The  following  are  the 
successes  reported: — On  April,  19,  Major  Trevor, 
one,  UJlb.,  in  the  Lower  Pandy  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
one,  91b.,  in  the  Bindings;  Mr.  R.  St.  JohnBeasley, 
two,  in  the  Llan.  On  April  20,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
one,  21  lb.,  in  Pencarreg;  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  231b., 
in  the  Bindings.  On  April  21,  Mr.  Russel  Gray,  two, 
in  the  Llwyna,  231b  and  301b. ;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins, 
one,  351b.  Captain  Phillips,  two  ;  Colonel  Morris,  one. 
On  April  22,  Major  Trevor,  two,  14lb.  and  131b.,  in 
the  Bindings  ;  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  two,  12ilb. 
and  251b.  On  April  24,  Mr.  Sword,  one,  81b.,  in  the 
Weir;  Dr.  Hackett,  one,  11  lb.,  in  Prioress  Flat ;  Mr. 
Lubbock,  one,  211b.  On  April  25,  Mr.  Mordaunt, 
one,  231b.,  in  Coedyprior ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  261b.,  in 
the  Garcoed ;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  one,  14ilb.,  in 
Prioress  Flat.  Trout  fishing  is  practically  over  as 
far  as  day  fishing  with  the  fly  is  concerned,  but 
there  should  be  some  evening  fishing  from  May  on. 
— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  fairly  igood  order  for  fishing  both 
fly  and  bottom.  But  the  weather  has  been  dead 
against  all  modes  of  angling,  as  a  very  keen  north- 
east wind  has  been  blowing,  and  it  has  been  very 
disappointing  for  the  Easter  holiday  anglers.  A 
great  many  fishermen  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week,  but  very  few  fish  caught.  I  only  hear  of  one 
or  two  trout  being  landed,  and  these  have  been 
taken  bottom  fishing  and  spinning  the  minnow. 
The  prospect  now  is  much  better  as  the  weather  is 
milder,  with  a  few  showers  of  ram.  Useful  flies: 
Yellow  Dun,  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Pale  Blue 
Dun,  Sand  Fly,  Grannom,  and  Red  Palmer. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — During  the  holidays  there  has  been 
a  little  improvement  in  the  weather,  all  the  hills  on 
the  upper  reaches  are  covered  with  snow  and  bitter 
north  and  north-east  winds  have   been  against 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eveiy  description  of  Fishing  TacMe  suitable  for  aJl  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Oane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful. 
Ught,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  vrith  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 
•    i?^'         ^•''^^  •  "  ^^°<J  ™6  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
IS  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is 
perfect.    Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.   When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

'"''"'^3  •  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

J  A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


cATALOGnEs  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


The  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cutter 

Can  be  pxed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.    Takes  but  one  Man  to 
work  it. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


FOR 


SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS, 
TACKLES,  &c. 

J.  BERNARD  &  SON 

St,   Jameses,   S.W.  . 


WRITE  FOR  1905  CATALOGUE. 


MALCOM  k  CO. 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTOKS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

"rranned  Angola," 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Xlie  "  Featiliex>weiglit " 

WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/- 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADIWC  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEK  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUABE,  W.C. 

CATALOGUES  QRATIS. 


WALTER  JARVIS, 

Thirty  years  in,  a  Medditch 
I'ishing    Tackle  Warehouse, 

IS  NOW  PREPARED  TO  SUPPLY 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards  (six 

lengths  of  Gut),  tapered  FF  to  4x,  8d.  each. 
BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards, 

tapered  fine  to  2x,  Gut,  6d.  each. 
SECOND  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards, 

tapered  flue  to  '2x,  Gut,  4id.  each. 
A  GOOD  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards,  3d.  each. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  12  in.  fine  drawn  Gut,  5d. 

per  doz. 

BEST  HOOKS,  to  4x  drawn  Gut,  15  in.,  8d. 
per  doz. 

ROACH  HOOKS,  to  1  yard  Gut  bottoms,  1/1 
per  doz. 

DRAWN  GUT,  Ix  to  4x,  12  in.,  2/6  per  100. 

DRAWN  GUT,  6x,  15  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  NAMED  TROUT  FLIES.  9ld.  per  doz. 


A  Liberal  Discount  allowed  to  Angling  iCIubs  on 
parcels  of  50/-  and  upwards. 

Note  the  Address  : 

7,  ARCHER  ROAD,  REDDITCH. 


s-A-3vr  Eoeto  OKI'S 

CELEBRATED  "EUREKA"  RODS,  FLOATS,  &  TACKLES. 

The  Acme  of  Perfection. 
Absolutely  the  best  Tackle  on  the  Market.    Made  by  an 
Angler  of  40  years'  exiieriencc. 

Jfi^h"''^^'^','  j'^f-  Wft-,6Jn..verylight.atreat 

to  hsh  witli,  staiiu-<i  ;niv  rnlour.  7/6. 
.T'i,  i-'"''",;,  ii,,:.-ti.  s;ij  s  :  -The  action  is  splendid  " 
"Eureka"  Patent  Floats,  the  nicest  .mill  float 

ever  niveiittil.  anv  size.  6d.  each. 
"Eureka"  Cast,  Float  ,an.l  Runner  complete  lOd 
"Eureka  "  Floating  Reel  Line,  perfectly  Water! 

proof,  a  licaulitul  line.  No.  0  ami  is.  price  2s.  40  yards 
Tri/  Ihein.  n.iil  uild  to  your  pleasure  when  Filing 
htate  class  of  flshiui;  reiiuired  for  when  ordering. 

19,  Chancery  Lane,  Ardwick,  Manchester. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Statiox. 

Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Rods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 
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anglers  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Yore,  in  the 
districts  of  Aysgarth,  Redmire  and  Wensley.  In  the' 
lower  reaches  some  very  fair  ?port  has  been  met 
with  at  Masham.  Hackfall  and  Ripon ;  on  April 
25  an  angler  got  fourteen  nice  trout  in  very 
short  time  with  the  fly,  the  best  flies  being  the 
tinselled  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  trim  during  the  holidays,  and 
oome  pood  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  with  the 
fly  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods, 
and  Ilkley,  Messrs.  Beanlands,  Rose,  Brumfitt,  and 
Smirk  getting  some  very  nice  fish,  the  best  basket 
being  one  of  thirty  caught  with  the  fly,  the  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  tinsel  Orange,  and  Yellow 
Partridges  being  the  best  flies  for  this  river.  Several 
«nglers  from  Leeds  paid  a  visit  to  the  reservoirs  at 
Swinty  and  Fewston  during  the  holidays  and  some 
very  fair  baskets  of  trout  were  got  with  spinning 
the  natural  minnow  on  the  Ariel  tackle,  baskets 
ranging  from  two  to  eight  brace  of  trout  were  got 
daily.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe,  in  the 
districts  of  Burley  and  Pool,  very  little  sport 
has  been  met  with  except  in  one  or  two 
cases.  One  angler  on  Tuesday  got  a  very 
fair  catch  of  trout  in  the  district  of  Burley.  I 
have  remarked  before  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
natural  fly  on  any  of  the  Yorkshire  streams,  the 
few  insectivorous  migrants  that  are  with  us  fare 
very  badly,  and  there  are  fewer  sand-martins, 
etc.,  to  be  seen  flitting  about  our  rivers  than  there 
were  a  fortnight  ago,  this  is  owing  to  the  remarkable 
dearth  of  insect  life.  The  weather  is  decidedly 
milder  again,  and  all  our  streams  are  in  good  con- 
dition. Best  flies  for  the  present  are  Miller's  Dark 
Keedle,  tinselled  Partridges,  both  Orange  and 
Yellow,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Dark 
Watchet. — J.  E.  MillekT" 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly  and  Conou. — Notwithstanding  the  very 
cold  nature  of  the  weather,  and  the  fact  that  the 
dry,  biting  east  winds  have  made  the  rivers  very  low 
for  the  past  few  days,  some  good  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Young 
and  party,  who  lease  the  home  reaches  and  fish 
from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  had  the  following 
sport — namely,  April  17,  four  nice  salmon  of  131b., 
11  lb.,  101b.,  and  101b.  April  18  and  19  were  blank, 
owing  to  the  very  low  state  of  water.  On  April  20, 
a  good  salmon  of  101b.  was  creeled,  while  on 
April  21a  perfect  beauty  of  201b.  was  landed.  On 
April  22  the  result  was  one  fish  of  QJlb.  This 
makes  a  total  basket  up  till  April  22  of  twenty-five 
salmon,  aggregating  2&01b.,  of  the  grand  average 
weight  of  11  Jib.  per  fish,  which,  considering  the  bad 
weather,  is  very  good.  In  the  tidal  waters  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  were  obtained  by  the  Moniach 
Castle  and  Farley  House  rods,  the  best  being  one  of 
seventeen  fish  weighing  141b.,  got  on  April  19. 
Higher  up  the  river  anglers  from  the  Cannich  Hotel 
are  getting  some  excellent  brown  trout  on  the  hotel 
waters,  but  so  far  the  water  in  the  lochs  is  too  cold 
for  successful  returns.  So  far  the  present  has  been 
the  worst  season  on  the  Conon  for  a  long  string  of 
years,  even  the  nets  proving  very  unproductive. 
Mrs.  Fanell  Watson,  who  fishes  the  Brahan  Castle 
waters  from  the  Conon  Arms  Hotel,  had  two  salmon 
of  91b.  and  VJlb.  to  her  own  rod,  while  one  of  81b. 
was  grassed  on  the  rod  of  Mr.  Stirling,  of  Fair- 
bum.  So  far  only  two  salmon  have  been  landed  on 
the  rod  of  Mr.  English,  of  Scatwell,  the  lowness  of 
the  water  being  the  chief  cause  of  the  unpro- 
ductiveness.— A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Iiiddle. — Owing  to  the  varied 
weather  we  have  had  during  the  Easter  holidays 
the  angling  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  has  not  come  up 
to  expectation.  The  spring  salmon  season  being 
well-nigh  over  and  sea-trout  scarcely  due,  there  has 
been  little  beyond  the  native  yellow  trout  to  fall 
back  upon.  One  small  salmon,  however,  weighing 
81b.,  was  caught  by  Mr.  Read,  of  Arthuret,  in  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Esk ;  sea-trout  have  been  seen 
in  the  Metal  Bridge  district,  yellow  trout  are  getting 
in  good  condition,  and  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  made  in  the  lower  reaches  with  the  March 
Brown  fly.  In  the  higher  waters,  although 
snow  and  hail  have  fallen  at  intervals,  a  good 
many  anglers  have  been  out.  One  visitor 
caught  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water, 
and  other  rods  have  had  catches  with  fly,  yet 
fish  are  not  rising  eagerly,  and  the  majority  of 
baskets  have  been  small,  and  not  a  single  capture 
of  salmon  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  EsK  recorded. 
Old  kelt  salmon  are  still  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
clean  fish  do  not  seem  to  be  rumiing.  A  few  sea-trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  nets  in  the  Solway  Firth, 
but  catches  of  salmon  have  been  disappointing  at 
all  the  fishings  in  the  Firth.  The  boisterous  winds 
raging  from  the  east  and  north-east  are  principally 
responsible  for  this  falUng  off.  Many  of  the  open 
stretches  of  the  Esk  were  almost  unfishable,  but  in 
the  sheltered  portions  of  the  Liddle,  notably  below 
Penton  Bridge,  and  "as  far  as  the  Inch  pool,  a  few 


baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  got  by  local  anglers. 
Mr.  R.  Newton  had  some  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle,  and  a  few  trout  were  got 
below  Redheugh  on  the  Hermitage  water.  Fishing 
in  Langholm  water.  Captain  Cattley  has  had 
several  baskets  of  trout,  also  in  Ewes  and  Wauchope. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Langholm,  creeled  over  a  dozen  trout 
in  the  upper  reacljes.  Mr.  C.  Barlow,  Langholm, 
has  been  fairly  successful  wi*h  yellow  trout,  his 
beet  basket  being  close  on  two  dozen  and  all  in 
good  condition,  one  weighing  nearly  1  lb.  An 
angler  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel, 
Langholm,  had  fourteen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  while 
another  visitor  had  a  nice  basket  in  Lower  Ta^ra^ 
where  there  is  a  good  sheltered  stretch  of  water.  If 
the  winds  were  less  boisterous  baskets  would  be 
better  filled.  Some  fairly  good  catches  of  trout 
have  been  made  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the 
Wauchope,  but  in  the  higher  waters,  where  the 
wind  sweeps  down  from  the  hills,  few  takes  have 
been  made.  Mr.  W.  Jackson  had  a  few  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  S.  Bell  over  a  score 
of  yellow  trout  in  Ewes.  Mr.  A.  Irwin,  Langholm, 
caught  half  a  dozen  trout  in  Langholm  water. 
Mr.  W.  Scott  creeled  a  dozen  trout  in  Ewes  close  to 
the  town.  A  few  trout  have  been  got  at  Skippers 
Bridge,  and  in  the  shelter  of  the  Dean  Banks  several 
baskets  have  been  made. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Since 
last  reported  the  weather  has  been  exceedingly  cold 
and  stormy,  with  frequent  showers  of  snow,  hail,  or 
rain.  Sport,  therefore,  fell  off  as  compared  with  the 
previous  two  weeks.  On  April  18,  Mr.  Duplessis, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  71b.  salmon  Eon 
Braelangwell  water.  On  April  19,  Lord  Garioch, 
Belleville  House,  Ardgay,  caught  two  trout  on 
Gledfield  water.  On  April  24,  Mr.  Bankes,  Balna- 
gown Arms,  on  Mr.  Oakley's  {rod,  landed  a  91b. 
salmon  on  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr.  Duplessis 
a  10-pounder  on  Braelangwell  water.  On  Tuesday 
there  was  a  great  improvement  in  the  weather. — B. 

Deveron  (Ban£fsliire). — The  protracted  spell  of 
cold  and  stormy  weather  has  greatly  retarded  fishing 
operations  both  in  the  river  and  coast.  On  the 
section  of  the  Deveron  of  the  Fife  Arms,  Banff,  on 
the  18th  Mr.  and  Master  Mundey,  of  London,  had 
141b.  of  trout,  and  Captain  Berry,  of  London,  2|lb. 
On  the  20th  Mr.  and  Master  Mundey  had  191b. ;  on 
the  21st  they  had  61b.,  and  on  the  22nd  141b.  ;  and 
the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  Kekewich,  J udge  of  the  Chan- 
cery Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  51b.  ; 
and  on  the  24th  Mr.  and  Master  Mundey  had  101b. 
Sir  Arthur  and  Lady  Clay  have  arrived  at  Ard- 
meallie  House  from  London.  Since  the  rise  in  the 
river  fish  are  beginning  to  ascend,  and  during  the 
past  week  the  net  fishermen,  when  the  water  allowed 
the  free  working  of  the  sweep-net,  were  a  little 
more  fortunate.  For  the  week  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  salmon  killed. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Huntly). — Since  the  opening  of  our 
angling  (April  1)  the  weather  has  not  been  at  all 
propitious.  Yet  some  fair  baskets  have  been  got. 
I  have  seen  some  nice  baskets  up  to  91b.,  and 
averaging  ^Ih.  trout.  On  April  26  there  was  a 
great  improvement  in  the  weather,  bright  sunshine 
and  a  slight  breeze  from  the  west — the  first  fine  day 
of  the  season.  On  April  24  Mr.  Kitchinman  had  a 
nice  salmon  of  121b. ;  Dr.  J.  O.  Wilson  a  few  days 
ago  one  of  81b. 

Iioch  Ijeveu  (Einrossl. — The  following  angling 
clubs  competed  during  the  past  week : — Fourteen 
members  of  the  Perth  Club  had  only  a  catch  of  four 
trout,  which  weighed  71b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  two  trout,  21b.  15Joz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr. 
H.  Campbell,  21b.  T^oz.  Kelty  and  Blairadam  Club 
secured  with  fourteen  rods  twelve  trout,  which 
weighed  161b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  J.  Penman,  three 
trout  41b.  5oz.,  second,  Mr.  G.  Hunter,  two  trout 
31b.  6oz.  The  first  prizes  awarded  at  a  two  days' 
competition  of  the  Pollokshields  Club  to  Mr.  R.  J. 
Walker,  who  had  two  trout  41b.  7oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Macarthur  with  three  trout  21b.  lloz.  Mr.  G. 
Watson  was  first  at  the  Fifeshire  Club  competition 
with  two  trout  21b.  12oz.  The  Wanderers'  Club 
from  Glasgow  had  the  best  sport,  the  catch  by  seven 
rods  being  thirteen  trout  which  weighed  221b.  2oz. 
First,  Mr  C.  Marchant,  three  trout  51b.  4oz. ;  second, 
Mr.  G.  Hogg,  three  trout  41b.  12oz.  Heaviest  trout 
weighed  21b.  llioz.,  and  was  captured  by  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  Edinburgh.  Breadalbane  Club  had  a  muster 
of  twelve  rods,  and  raptured  thirteen  trout,  which 
weighed  131b.  4oz.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  Mr. 
Hasjgart,  with  three  trout,  21b.  12j^oz.  Private 
T)arties: — Mr.  Annandale,  seven  trout,  61b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Annandale,  Perth,  had  three  fish  of  51b.  4oz. 
(heaviest  trout,  31b.  4oz.);  Mrs.  Johnston  and  Mrs. 
Stevenson  secured  two  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr,  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Milne,  Edinbmgh,  had  four  trout,  41b.,  and  on 
the  following  day  four  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gibb, 
Northumberland,  three  trout,  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A. 
Whyte,  London,  four  trout,  31b.  12oz.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.> — Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  April  17,  .Mr.  R.  Hunt,  Liverpool, 


killed  one  salmon  of  8 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Tilston's  boat- 
man one  of  71b.  On  April  19,  Mr.  John  Tonge, 
Great  Grimsby,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Tilston's  boatman  two  salmon  of '131b.  and  101b. 
On  April  20,  Mr.  Tonge  killed  a  salmon  of  171b.— 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  12,  'C!olonel 
Strachan,  Cheltenham,  killed  one  salmon,  151b.  On 
April  15,  Mr.  D.  Cormack.  Leith,  one,  171b.  On 
April  17,  Mr.  Jas.  Stenhouse,  Dunfermline,  one, 
261b. ;  Mr.  D.  Cormack,  one,  171b.  On  April  18, 
Colonel  Simmons,  London,  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Pipe,  Ipswich,  one,  201b.  ;  Miss  Annie  Stenhouse, 
one,  131b.  On  April  19,  Colonel  Strachan,  one, 
181b. ;  Mr.  Frank  Mappin,  Sheffield,  one,  201b.  On 
April  20,  Mr.  Percy  Hoole,  Sheffield,  one,  201b.; 
Miss  Stenhouse,  one,  211b. ;  Mr.  Frank  Mapoin,  one, 
151b.;  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  one,  131b.  On  Anril  21, 
Colonel  Hughes,  D.S.O.,  Edinburgh,  one,  201b. ;  Mr. 
F.  Mappin,  one,  181b.  On  April  22,  Mr.  F.  Mappin, 
one,  161b.,  and  a  trout,  41b.;  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  one 
salmon,  301b.  ;  Lady  Richmond,  Glasgow,  one,  12Ib. 
On  April  23,  Mr.  Percy  Hoole,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  Pipe, 
one,  81b.;  Colonel  Hughes,  D.S.O.,  one,  161b. — 
H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  April  12,  Mr.  Macpherson,  Barrhill,  Ayr- 
shire, had  one  salmon  of  261b.  ;  on  April  14  Mr. 
Macpherson  had  two  salmcm  of  14lb.  and  151b.  ;  on 
April  15  Mr.  Macpherson  had  one  of  14ilb.,  and  on 
AprU  18  one  of  17Jlb.  On  April  19  Mr.  Tullis, 
Glasgow,  had  one  of  19^1b.  Fishing  on  the  Fortin- 
gall Hotel  water  on  April  22,  Mr.  Tullis  had  three 
trout  weighing  2Jlb.  On  April  24  Mr.  Moir,  Ayr- 
shire, had  nine  trout  weighing  6Jlb.  Mr.  Neilson 
Stewart,  Glasgow,  had  fifteen  trout.  Mr.  Malcolm 
Eraser,  Glasgow,  had  seven  trout  weighing  4Jlb. 
Mr.  Tullis  had  three  trout,  Mr.  Palmer  (London) 
had  two  trout,  Mr.  A.  A.  May  (DubUn)  had  five 
trout,  and  on  April  25  Messrs.  Eraser  and  Stewart 
had  eight  trout  6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Moir  ten  trout. — R. 
Stewart. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairgf,  N.B.). — 

Although,  the  weather  conditions  of  the  season  up 
to  date  were  apparently  imfavourable  for  angling, 
good  all-round  sport  has  been  obtained  on  all  the 
rivers  flowing  into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  which 
shows  that  there  is  no  accounting  for  the  tastes  of 
salmon.  Fishing  the  Oykell  from  the  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  Chri«tie,  Alexandria,  Dumbarton- 
shire, has  had  the  following  excellent  sport  to  his 
own  rod  since  last  reported : — On  April  10,  two 
salmon,  weighing  14lb.  and  101b. ;  on  April  13,  one, 
lOpb. ;  on  April  15,  four,  71b.,  101b.,  10|lb.,  and 
131b.  ;  on  April  17^  two,  61b.  and  7  Jib. ;  on  April  18, 
one,  8Jlb. ;  on  April  19,  two,  111b.  and  8Jlb.  ;  on 
April  20,  two,  91b.  and  71b.  ;  on  April  21,  two,  91b. 
and  7Jlb.  During  the  week  ending  April  21,  six 
days'  fishing,  he  landed  thirteen  salmon,  aggregating 
114Jlb.— B. 

Shin  (luveran,  X.B.). — Despite  the  cold  and 
boisterous  weather  which  prevailed,  the  following 
capital  sport  was  obtained  during  the  past  week 
by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — On 
April  17,  Mrs.  Jackson  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
171b.,  and  Mr.  Johnston,  two,  121b.  and  71b.  On 
April  18,  Mr.  Jackson  caught  an  8-pounder.  On 
April  19,  Mr.  Evens,  one,  121b.,  and  Mrs.  Jackson, 
two,  21  lb.  and  101b.  On  Apnl  20,  Mr.  Evens,  one, 
111b.,  and  Miss  Evens,  a  10-pounder.  April  21 
was  blank.  On  April  22,  Mrs.  Jackson  landed  one 
which  weighed  251b.,  and  Miss  Evens  one  of  91b, 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  four  fish  landed  during 
the  week  by  Mrs.  Jackson  weighed  731b.,  an  average 
of  18Jlb.  Her  three  heaviest  were  171b.,  211b.,  and 
251b.,  or  an  average  of  211b.  exactly. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— To-day  (April  26)  the 
weather  has  become  much  warmer  after  the  cold 
easterly  winds  of  the  past  ten  days  or  more. 
Generally  speaking,  sport  has  been  disappointing 
on  most  of  the  streams,  but  with  a  south-west 
breeze  and  a  gleam  of  sunshine  some  fair  creels  of 
trout  are  likely  to  be  taken.  The  Annan. — On 
April  21  a  party  of  Carlisle  anglers  fished  the 
middle  Annan,  but  sport  was  not  good.  In  the 
upper  waters  a  number  of  other  visitors  fished  the 
Wamphray  portion,  and  had  catches  varying  from 
half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  and  a  half.  Mr.  Robertson, 
a  visitor,  caught  nearly  twenty,  and  a  Mr.  J ohn- 
stone  had  similar  basket  with  fly.  Several  rods 
were  out  on  the  Moffat  section  and  caught  from 
six  to  twelve  trout.  On  the  Dinwoodie  portion 
rods  had  from  half  a  dozen  to  eighteen.  The  lower 
waters  have  been  giving  poor  spoi  t.  The  Dumfries 
Nith  had  a  fair  complement  of  visiting  anglers 
over  the  Easter  holidays,  but  little  was  done  on  the 
main  stream.  Jackson's  special  brown  trout  fly 
was  the  best  all-round  killer.  The  Gallowav 
Rivers. — On  the  Cree  and  Murnoch  of  Galloway 
some  nice  spring  fish,  rumiing  on  an  average  of 
91b.  each,  have  been  caught.  One  of  the  tenants 
of  the  Earl  of  Galloway's  beats  took  sixteen,  and 
on  April  15  nine  were  caught  averaging  91b.  each. 
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Some  good  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  lochs  with  fly. 
The  Aybshire  Lochs  and  Rivebs. — Mr.  Murdoch, 
an  Edinburgh  angler,  fishing  on  April  17,  caught 
twelve  good  tiout  on  Loch  Doon  with  fly  from 
Mr.  Macdonald's  boat.  Some  good  baskets  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  since  that  date.  Dr.  Sime,  of 
Lsrgs,  and  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Avr,  out  from  the 
Egliogton  Hotel  on  April  21,  22,  and  24,  killed 
eighty-two  yellow  trout,  averaging  three  to  the 
pound  ;  their  heaviest  one  one  weighed  l^lb. 
Anglers  visiting  the  Dalmellington  Loch  are  likely 
to  have  good  sport  during  the  coming  month,  as 
also  during  June.  Some  salmon  are  running  in  the 
river  Doon,  and  a  few  have  been  caught.  In  the 
Ballantrae  part  of  the  district  the  netsmen  are  just 
beginning  their  netting  for  the  first  time  for  the 
feason.  In  the  Solway  salmon  are  not  running 
freely,  but  there  is  a  moderate  show  of  ?ea-trout 
being  caught  in  the  stake-nets  and  rvmning  up  to 
3^1b. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire) — Owing  to  the  severity  of 
the  weather  the  river  for  some  considerable  time 
past  has  not  been  in  the  best  of  condition  for  sport. 
Fairly  good  sport,  however,  has  been  enjoyed  on 
the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  river.  General 
Howe  left  Fochabers  the  other  day,  where  he  has 
been  since  the  opening  of  the  salmon  angling  in 
Feb'^uary.  The  General,  who  was  a  member  of 
Lord  Berkeley  Paget's  party,  had  splendid  sport, 
some  eighty  salmon  having,  it  is  understood,  fallen 
to  his  own  rod.  The  Gordon  Arms  Hotel  party  still 
include?  Mr.  and  Lady  Noreen  Bass,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fenwick,  and  Lord  Harlech. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week.    The  water  has  been  in 
fine  ply  and  fish  are  plentiful  all  over  the  river. 
The  weather  thrrughout  the  week  was  bright  but 
somewhat  cold;  all  things  considered,  the  sport  ob- 
tained at  this  time  of  the  year  is  exceptionally  good. 
For  week  ending  April  25,  Mr.  H.  Harris  and  Mr. 
M.  Stone,  fishing  on  Upper  Stanley  Water  killed  two 
fish  of  22|lb.  and  16|lb.  on  April  19,  while  Mr 
Herbert  Johnstone  had  one  fish  of  101b.  on  April  24 
Fishing  Lower  Stanley  Water  on  April  22  Mr.  John 
ston  killed  two  fish  of  2Ulb.  and  15pb.    Mr.  H. 
Barnett  killed  one  fish  of  lOlb.  on  April  19  and  Mr. 
Mclntcsh  one  of  131b.  on  April  24  on  Benchill  Water, 
while  on  Burnmouth  Beat  on  April  22  Mr.  Barnett 
landed  one  fish  of  201b.,  and  two  of  191b.  and  101b., 
on  April  20,  while  Mr.  Mcintosh  had  one  of  201b. 
The  Hon.  Peter  Willoughby,  and  Mr.  Ward,  fishing 
Mr.  Murray's  Taymount  water,  landed  three  salmon 
on  April  22  and  two  on  April  25.    Fishing  Stobhall 
water,on  April  24,the  Duchess  of  Bedford  landed  five 
salmon  of  231b.,  171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  121b.,  and 
L,oid  Tavistock  one  of    121b.  on  April  19.  His 
Lo]  dship  had  also  a  fish  of  181b.  on  Lower  Cargill 
water  on  April  21.    On  Murthly  Castle  water  there 
were  killed  five  salmon,  averaging  14lb.  to  211b. 
Mr.  R.  L.  Scott  had  three  salmon  of  201b.,  171b., 
and   81b.,  and  Mr.   H.    Scott  one  of    171b.  on 
Delvine  water,  while  on  the  upper  reaches  Sir 
Herbert    Maxwell,    M.P.,    killed    on    April  19 
one  f  sh  of  171b.  on  Upper  Dunkeld,  on  April  20  one 
of  191b.  on  Lower  Dunkeld,  and  on  April  21  one  of 
19^15.  on  Dalguise  stietch.     Mr.  John  A.  Park 
killed  one  fish  of  21  lb.  on  Lower  Dunkeld  on 
April  21,  while  his  boatmen  landed  two  fish  of  161b. 
and  81b.  on  April  22  and  one  of  161b.  on  April  24 
on  Upper  Dunkeld,  and  one  of  131b.  on  Dalguise. 
Twenty-three  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Dunkeld 
water  since  the  beginning  of  April.     Fishing  the 
Dalguise  Water  on  April  20  Captain  H.  J.  Pearith 
landed   two  salmon  of  181b.  each,  while  on  the 
GrandtuUy  Castle  Water,  Mr.  W.  G.  Beattie  killed 
one  fi-ih  of  151b.  on  April  20,  and  Captain  J.  H. 
Baldwin,  one  of  18^1b.  on  April  24.    Mr.  Michael  E.' 
Stephens  has  had  very  good  sport  on  the  Faskally 
water  on  the  River  Tummel,  having  landed  fish 
of  221b..  19ilb.,  18^1b.,  njlb.,  15ilb.,  14ilb.  and 
141b.  in  three  days.     On  the   River  Garry  at 
Killiecrankie  Mr.  J.  Grant  Fergufson  killed  one 
.'almon  of  171b.  on  April  24,  while  on  the  River 
Lyon  at  Fortingall  Mr.  Macpherson  had  one  fish  of 
261t.  on  April  12,  two  of  151b.  and  141b.  on  April  14 
one  of  U^lb.  on  April  15,  and  one  17ilb.  on  April 
18,  and  Mr.  Tullis,  one  of  19^1b.  on  April  19.  On 
Loch  Tay  for  the  week  Colonel  Strachan  had  two 
salmon  of  201b.  aad  151b.    Mr.  Cormack,  two  of 
171b.  each.,  Mr.  Stenhousp,  one  of  2eib  ,  Colonel 
Simmons,  one  141b.    Mr.  Pipe  four  fish  301b.,  201b., 
131b.,  and  81b.  ;  Miss  Anne  Stenhouse,  one,  131b.; 
Miss  Ster house,  one,  211b.;  Mr.  Mappin,  foiu-  salmon,' 
181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  71b.,  and  one  trout,  41b.; 
Lady  Richmond,  one  fish  of  121b. ;  Colonel  Hughes' 
D.S.O.,  two  fish  of  201b.  and  161b.,  and  Mr.  Percy 
Hocle,  two  of  201b.  and  91b.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness).— Tliis  river  has  now  got 
into  much  better  ply,  and  in  spite  of  the  excessively 
cold  weather  which  still  continues,  last  week  yielded 
to  the  rods  fishing  at  Strathmore  Lodge  fitty-thiee 
salmon  weighing  6841b.,  most  of  these  fish  being  got 
in  the  river  beats  instead  of  Loch  More,  which 
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usually  yields  the  best  sport  and  most  fish  at 
this  season.  The  following  is  a  note  of  takes 
for  the  past  week :— On  ]nJo.  1  Beat,  one  fish 
9Jlb. ;  No.  3  Beat,  three,  221b.,  101b.,  91b.-  No  4 
Beat,  six,  161b.,  131b.,  101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,'  No  5 
Beat,  thirteen,  171b.,  181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  121b  111b 
101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.;  No.  6  Beat' 
seven,  181b.,  17Ib.,  11  lb.,  101b  ,  101b.,  91b.,  81b  ■ 
No.  7  Beat,  six,  191b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b  • 
No.  8  Beat,  seven,  131b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.' 
81b.,  81b. — A.  A.  ' 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  rivers  have  continued  in  good  order  for  angling 
duiing  the  past  week,  but  the  weather,  though  suit- 
able for  salmon  angling,  has  been  much  too  cold 
and  boisterous  to   favour  the    trout  fisher.  On 
Makerstoun  water,  on  April  22,  Mr.  Cyril  Maudeslay 
and  Mrs.  Leaf  had  each  one  salmon,  81b.  and  91b 
respectively.  At  Hendersyde  Mr.  Constable  had  one 
salmon  last  week.    At  Sprouston  six  were  caught 
during  last  week.  At  Birgham  on  Apr;l  17  Mr.  Brown 
caught  one  salmon  of  111b.,  and  one  of  91b.  on 
April  24.    Lord  Dunglass  on  April  19  one  of  81b 
two  of  8Jlb.  and  91b.  on  April  20,  and  again  two  of 
91b.  and  81b.  on  April  24.    On  April  25  Mr.  Brown 
caught  two  salmon,    91b.  and    81b.     The  Hon. 
Claud  Lambton  one  of  7|lb.,  and  Colonel  Lambton 
one  of  91b.    On  April  21  Mr.  Jas.  Scott,  with  trout- 
ing  tackle,  landed  a  salmon  of  91b.    At  the  Lees  on 
April  13  Mr.  Wm.  Tait  caught  two  salmon  of  171b 
and    101b.     Mr.   Prenderguest  had   one  of  81b 
on  April  17 ;  Mr.  Miller  two,  21b.  and  6^1b.  on 
April   18,  and  one    of    91b.   on  April   19.  At 
Twizel  on  April  17  Mr.  Copperthwaite  one  of  101b.; 
at  Carham  Mr.  Perkins  and  Mrs.  Bui  rell  caught  six 
salmon  last  week,  and  on  Apiil  25,  Mr.  Perkins  one 
of  91b.    On  Ednam  House  water  on  April  17 
Mr.  Jas.  Tait  caught  one  of  81b.  with  tide  lice. 
Kelso  Angling  Association  held  their  usual  .spring 
competition  on  April  24.     The  following  are  the 
successful   competitors: — Jas.    Affleck  (Teviot), 
71b.  S^oz.,   first;    W.  L.   Dickson  (Tweed),  51b! 
IS^oz.,  second  ;  A.  G.  Cameron  (Teviot),  51b.  14|oz., 
third;  Jas.  Gray  (Teviot),  41b.  14oz,,  fourth.  At 
Tillmouth,  on  April    17,   the  net  fishers  landed 
twenty-seven  salmon,  making  the  splendid  average 
of  171b.  each  on  the  Teviot.    At  Jack's  Plumb,  on 
April  20,  Capt.  Erskine  caught  a  salmon  of  7ilb. 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Kilrea).— Cold,  drying  winds  fiom  the 
east,  frost  at  night,   and  bright  sunshine  were 
experienced  during  the  week,  and  the  tributaries 
continiied  being  reduced,  and  trout  rose  badly  on 
all  their  stretches.    The  early  trouting  section  of 
the  Bann  at  Kilrea  is  in  order,  but  no  angling  visitor 
has  yet  arrived.    Newly  run  salmon  are  resting  on 
the  rapids  under  the  weir,  but  there  are  few  yet  in 
the  river.    The  very  high  state  of  the  water  during 
the  past  month  carried  many  Lough  Neagh  trout 
down    stream    to    Lough  Bay  ;    they    did  not 
remain  on  its  muddy  bed,  but  came  farther  down 
to  the  gravelly  shallows  at  Portglenone,  where  they 
are  remaining  and  rising  to  natural  flies.    The  wind 
has  taken  its  annual  hold  in  the  east,  and  is  likely 
to  remain  for  many  weeks,  and  while  it  prevails  no 
angler  from  England  need   expect  to  make  big 
catches  of  trout  on  any  of  the  rivers  of  Ulster  save 
on  the  Bann  at  Kjlrea,  Portglenone,  and  Toome, 
and  on  the  Erne  at  Belleek.    [Too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.]    Easterly  winds  and  '  bright  sunshine 
prevailed  during  the  week,  and  in  con-equence  this 
river  fell  15in.,  and  all  the  eaily  trouting  divisions 
are  rri  order.    It  is  yet  cold,  but  the  temperature 
has  risen,  and  sedges  for  the  first  time  during  the 
season  have   come  to  the  surface.    Salmon  are 
scarce  on  the  coa^t,  yet  a  few  continue  ascending 
the  river,  and  some  of  these  are  resting  on  the 
shallow  rapids  under  the  weur.    No  angling  visitors 
have  arrived,  but  locals  are  obtaining  sport.  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  caught  three  trout,  3ilb.  ;  Tom  Graham 
SIX  trout,  91b.,  largest  31b.,  a"t  Kikea,  and  Mr' 
Mclntyre,    three   trout,   8^1b.,    largest  S^lh.,  at 
Portglenone.    The  weather  is  much  milder,  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  have  improved. — Daniel  O'Fee 
B«lfast   and  District.— The  rain  which  fell 


recently  was  insufficient  to  raise  the  rivers  in  the 
Belfast  locality  to  a  decent  height,  and  this,  com- 
bined wrth  the  prevailing  easterly  winds,  reduced 
troutmg  to  a  minimum.  Till  a  heavy  spate  scours 
out  the  rivers  there  will  be  no  sport.  The  Easter 
holidays  were  disappointing  both  on  river  and  lake. 
Ihe  dams  at  Wood  burn,  Stoneyford,  Mar.shallstown 
etc.,  arc  doing  badly,  the  takes  being  far  below  the 
average  The  Antrim-road  Basin  is  fishing  well. 
Oil  April  21,  22,  and  24  the  majority  of  the  rod 
holders  out  creeled  from  two  to  four  rainbows  each, 
averaging  about  lib.  Killing  flies:  Hare's  Ear, 
Wickham  Alexandra,  Red  Hackle,  Black  and 
bilver. — ,J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (KTavan).— We  have  again  had  a  week's 
dreadful  weather.    Only  on  very  sheltered  reaches 
has  It  been  possible  to  fish,  and  at  present  moment 
—for  sixth  day  in  succession— it  is   blowing  an 
easterly  gale.    During  the  week  five  or  six  fish  have 
been  got  on  Slane  Castle,  but  I  have  not  heard  the 
weights.    On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Lev 
had  eight  of  211b.,  181b.,  12pb.,  12.ilb  lOilb 
101b.  lOib.,  81b. ;  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  had  one  of  201b'' 
and  the  fishermen  had  six,  from  151b.  to  71b  On 
Lower  Black  Castle,  Mr.  NeU  had  one  of  281b '  and 
the  fishermen  two  of  101b.  and  91b.    [Too  late  for 
insertion  last  week.]    There  has  been  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  weather  since  April  18  and 
although  the  water  has  fallen  low  the  sport  has 
greatly  improved.    On   the   Black  Castle  Upper 
i<  ishery  it  has  been  excellent,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and 
Mr.  H.  Gordon  Ley  having  caught  twenty-five,  and 
the  fishermen  seven  fish,  making  a  total  of  thirty- 
iyr,?  °^  ^}^^  "^^^^  ending  April  25,  weighing  301b 
291b.,  281b.,  27|lb.,  251b.,  201b.,  18ilb.,  181b  181b 
down  to  7|lb     On  April  24,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had 
eight,  of  301b.,  18ilb.,  181b.,  141b.,  13  lib  121b 
9ilb.,  and  7Jlb.,  the  best  spring  day  for  one  rod' 
experienced  for  many  years  on  this  fishery.  On 
Lower  Black  Castle  two  fish  of  181b.  and  101b  were 
got,  but  It  has  been  little  fished.    On  Ardmulchan 
Mrs.  Fletcher  s  guests  have,  I  hear,  had  several 
fish,  and  Mr.  Bulwer  had  one  of  neariy  201b.,  on 
Mr.  Caldwell  s  fishery.    I  also  hear  that  a  few  fish 
have  been  got  on  the  Slane  Castle  Fishery,  but  have 
no  details.    It  is  raining  steadily  to-day,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  result  in  a  flood.    It  is  ju,t  a  month 
since  we  had  one,  thus  it  is  badly  needed.— Cl\eet 
Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— This  river  has  ran 
down  very  low.    Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed  one  salmon 

...I'^^^.'r^^  ^-  '^'^°y  (keeper)  landed  another  of 
l-Ib. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (BaUyshannon  and  BeUeek).  —  Some 
splendid  trouting  was  obtained  on  the  Erne  during 
the  past  week  by  Mr.  H.  Brady,  Mr.  M.  Scott 
Moore,  Mr.  A.  V.  Mason,  Mr.  Vincent  Wrigley,  and 
the  Master  Crawfords,  a  great  many  fine  trout  being 
taken  weighing  from  1  lb.  to  4ilb.— M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Rivers.— Mrs.  '  J.  D.  Humphreys,  of 
Folkestone,  on  April  13,  caught  one  salmon  loilb 
and  on  AprU  15,  two  of  151b.  and  131b.  each.  Dr' 
White,  on  April  13,  one  151b.,  and  on  April  14 
one,  131b. ;  and  on  April  15  Mr.  HOI  killed  one  of 
Cold  easterly  wind  prevails.    [Too  late  for 
msei  tion  last  week.]    Sir  Lees  Knowles,  on  April  22 
caught  one  of  18ilb.,  and  on  April  24,  one,  lOilb' 
Mr.  J.  D.  Humphieys,  on  Apiil  22,  one,  lUlb.,  and 
on  Apiil  24,  two,  151b.  and  13Jlb.    Mr.  C.  "E.  Hill, 
on  April  22,  one,  171b.,   and  on  April  24,  four' 
13^1b.,  161b.,  151b  .  and  17|lb.    Captain  Stewart,  on 
April  24,  one,  171b.    Mc  Hill,  jun.,  on  April  -^4 
three,  9^1b.,  141b.,  and  15ilb.    Cold  eastei ly  wind 
durmg  eariy  part  of  week  prevented  fish  from  taking. 
Now  weather  is  much  milder  better  sport  is  being 
had.    On  April  25,  up  to  2  p.m.,  the  following  have 
been  taken  : — Sir  Lees  Knowlo',  tl>ree,  131b  "  I'^lb 
and  91b.  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill,  two,  12^1b.  and  91b  -'Mr' 
HUl,  jun.,  four,  121b.,  101b.,  lOAlb.,  and  9i'lb  — 
Milne. 

lougrh  Corrib  (Onghterard)  —Duiing  the  past 
fortnight  the  fishing  has  been  indifferent  owin^  to 
east  and  north-east  winds,  with  showers  of  haillind 
rain.  The  weather  is  now,  however,  milder,  and 
the  fishing  is  improving.  Mr.  Jameson,  on  April  21 
and  22,  caught  fourteen  trout,  weighing  22ilb.,  one 
gr  ilse  of  4|lb.  (the  first  of  the  season,  and  in  beautiful 
condition),  and  a  pike  of  lO^lb.  Five  of  the  t  out 
were  caught  on  the  artificial  fly,  and  the  rest  of  the 
bag  were  caught  trolling.  All  ths  trout  except  two 
were  in  the  pink  of  condition. — S.  B.  D. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  eto.  (WaterviHe.  00.  Kerry).— 
Harsh,  cold  winds  have  militated  ve;  y  much  against 
sport  during  the  week,  and  very  httle  was  done  hs 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned.  Only  three  fish  were 
had— namely,  one  of  lOlb.  by  Mr.  Lescher,  one  of 
101b.  by  Mr.  Mason,  and  one  of  9|lb.  by  Jim  Leary. 
Brown  trout  fishing  was  productive  of  good  spoit, 
the  takes  running  from  a  dozen  to  three  dozen  size- 
able fish  to  each  boat. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr)  —Fishing 
from  Lough  Mask  Hotel  during  last  week  wereMessrs. 
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Obre,  Mullins,  and  Costello.  The  continuance  of 
easterly  wind  disfavoured  angling  very  much,  and 
trout  were  slow  at  rising.  On  April  25  the  weather 
was  more  favourable  for  angling,  and  there  was 
every  prospect  of  good  sport  on  the  above  waters. 
Messrs.  Mullins  landed  a  41b.  trout  and  a  few 
smaller  ones  on  April  20.  On  April  21  Messrs. 
Obre  caught  a  3|lb.  trout  and  several  smaller  ones. 
— M.  Walsh. 

Iiongb  Melvin^ — Sport  during  the  past  week 
was  excellent  amongst  both  salmon  and  trout,  and 
the  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week : 
Mr.  E.  Macgregor  Sinclair  landed  five  salmon  of 
ll^lb.,  11  lb.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Underwood, 
jun.,  landed  four  salmon  of  101b.,  9pb.,  91b.,  and 
8|lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Scott  landed  one  salmon  weighing 
15lb. ;  Mr.  G.  Keen  landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Wren  one  of  11  lb.  A  few  more 
salmon  were  also  taken  at  the  Garrison  end  of 
the  lake  by  the  anglers  out  from  Scott's  Hotel, 
which  is  at  present  filled  with  anglers;  most  of 
the  above  fish  were  taken  on  the  fly.  Trouting 
was  grand,  and  the  following  gentlemen  had  some 
fine  sport  amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout : — 
Dr.  R.  D.  Campbell  and  brother.  Dr.  L.  Dixon,  Mr. 
Steele,  Col.  Wade,  C.B.,  R.  and  H.  Lipsett,  Dr. 
Creighton,  Mr.  Sydney  Cheeld,  Mr.  V.  Gregory  and 
friend,  etc. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Theweathercontinues  cold,  with  occasional  sunshine. 
The  following  aie  the  best  takes  recorded  on  the 
different  waters,: — On  Drenane,  one  of  twenty-nine 
brown  trout ;  on  Cumraeravanig,  one  of  thirty-nine  ; 
on  Filealongha,  one  of  thirty-one  ;  on  Coomcatcun, 
one  of  four  dozen  ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of 
thirty-five.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
wind  gone  round  south  with  some  soft  showers  of 
rain,  fishing  shou'd  improve  during  the  week.  On 
April  23  Mr.  Argle  got  a  salmon  251b.,  Mr.  Fair 
got  one  181b.,  and  Mr.  Philips  got  one  of  191b.  and 
some  good  baskets  of  trout ;  all  the  above  were  got 
on  the  lake.  Fishing  on  the  river  is  fair,  the  pools 
being  well  stocked,  and  there  are  good  numbers 
coming  up. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  LonghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Since  last  report  Mr.  J.  W.  Arkle  had  six 
salmon,  8Jlb.,  SJlb.,  91b..  d^lh.,  101b.,  11  lb.  Mr.  M. 
S.  Runchman,  one,  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Higgins,  one,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Menton,  one,  UJlb. ;  Mr. 
Warren,  two,  131b.,  151b. ;  Mr.  Flamey,  one,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Fair,  two,  14lb.,  91b.  On  Lough  Conn,  Mr.  Phillips, 
three  salmon,  19lb.,  71b.,  41b. ;  Mr.  Cockburn,  two, 
111b.,  91b.;  Mr.  Philbrick,  one,  121b.;  Mr.  Slater, 
one,  101b. ;  Mr.  Elliot,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Arkle,  two, 
141b.,  24ilb.,  the  last  fish  being  the  biggest  caught 
with  the  rod  for  some  years.  Some  very  nice  trout 
have  also  been  got  averaging  from  1  lb.  to  41b. 
Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well  during  the  past 
week. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — Fishing  here  for  the  past 
week  was  out  of  the  question  owing  to  northerly 
and  north-east  squalls  and  hail.  We  are  hoping  for 
an  improvement  of  the  weather,  when  fishing  must 
be  good  as  the  water  is  in  fine  condition. — Frank 
Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  — Weather  showery, 
water  in  good  order.  During  the  past  two  weeks  the 
return  has  been : — On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  ten  salmon,  24lb.,  131b.,  281b.,  241b.,  301b., 
23|lb.,  141b.,  131b.,  301b.,  201b.    On  Hermitage,  Mr. 


W.  C.  Jones  killed  two  salmon,  I3^1b.,  311b. ;  Lord 
Kingston,  one  salmon,  241b.  ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Jones,  one 
salmon,  141b.  ;  Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bart.,  one  salmon, 
351b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.J.W.  Stancliffe  killed 
one  salmon  201b. ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham,  three  salmon, 
181b.,  171b.,  321b.;  Mr.  A.  Wormald.  one  salmon, 
171b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed 
two  salmon,  271b.  and  32pb.  On  the  Summerhill, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon  ll|lb. ;  Mr.  A. 
Wormald,  one  salmon  171b.  On  Woodlands, 
Captain  Rich  killed  three  salmon,  251b.,  151b., 
201b. ;  Mr.  Rich  killed  one  salmon,  30|lb.  On 
Landscape,  Mr.  H.  F.  W.  Prince  killed  one 
salmon,  161b. ;  Major  Hawker  one,  271b.  On  New- 
garden  Lord  Kingston  killed  two  salmon,  121b.  and 
IS^lb.  ;  Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bart.,  killed  one,  9^1b. ; 
Mr.  P.  W.  Jones  killed  two,  14|lb.  and  201b.  ;  Mr. 
W.  C.  Jones  one,  361b.  On  Prospect  Lord  Kingston 
killed  one  salmon,  171b. ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Jones  three, 
8^1b.,  161b.  and  281b. ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  one,  161b. ; 
Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bart.,  one,  12Jlb. — John  Enbight 
and  Son, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — After 
a  long  and  patient  wait  anglers  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  now,  as  both  weather  and  water  have 
been  all  in  their  favour  all  this  week,  and  good  bags 
have  been  the  result.  During  the  last  three  weeks 
or  so  we  have  been  favoured  by  the  presence  of 
many  notable  anglers.  Many  fine  salmon,  some  of 
them  up  to  261b.,  341b.,  361b.  and  381b.,  have  been 
brought  to  bank  and  boat  during  the  week.  Other 
rods  from  across  the  Shannon  are  expected  here 
soon.  They  could  not  possibly  visit  us  at  a  more 
promising  time.  Regarding  the  lake  fishing  on 
Lough  Derg  the  fine  weather  will  hasten  the  arrival 
of  the  Green  Drake. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUiugar). — 
Within  one  month  dapping  with  the  Green  Drake 
will  be  in  full  swing  upon  the  Westmeath  Lakes, 
and  if  an  unprecedented  influx  of  fish  into  all  the 
tributary  streams  during  spawning  time  be  any 
indication  of  a  good  stock,  then  these  lakes  are 
stocked  indeed,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
suitable  weather  only  is  wanted  to  ensure  sport. 
There  has  been  no  fishing  for  some  time  ia  conse- 
quence of  most  ungenial,  cold,  and  harsh  influences, 
and  which  has  been  very  disappointing.  The  only 
trout  appearing  for  sale  are  those  taken  by  night- 
lining  lines  with  worm  baiting,  which  are  literally 
miles  in  length  and  ostensibly  set  for  eels,  but  at 
same  time  a  good  many  fine  trout  are  taken  on 
them.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (April  22). — Things  have  been  rather 
more  promising  lor  the  past  week.  A  large  number" 
of  anglers  prospected  the  streams,  and  more  fish 
were  seen  and  caught,  although  the  weather  has 
been  as  a  rule  scarcely  genial,  with  freshly-fallen 
snow  seen  through  the  mists  above  us.  The  Colonel 
went  again  to  the  Venoge,  visiting  the  part  above 
Cossonay,  and  reports  some  interviews  with  large 
fish,  which,  the  water  being  clear,  could  be  seen 
following  the  sunk-fly  (a  Fallow's  Olive  Dun),  but 
failing  to  hook  well.  Another  angler  in  waders  took 
some  trout,  but  a  third,  having  to  struggle  through 
the  bush  lower  down,  found  the  limited  spaces 
where  one  could  cast  unproductive.  At  a  part 
where  the  liver  runs  through  one  of  the  built  cuts, 
which  at  times  so  much  disfigure  Swiss  streams, 
two  Swiss  gentlemen  said  the  place  was  not  usually 


so  bad  as  it  looked,  but  on  that  day  the  trout  were 
persistently  coming  .short.  In  the  Lower  Stockalper 
a  broken  rise  came  on  here  and  there,  while  not  a 
fish  was  seen  in  other  pai  ts,  but  one  angler  caught 
ten  trout  besides  others  returned,  an  improvement 
vipon  late  experiences.  Wherever  the  fish  come 
from  is  a  mystery  as  yet  un wived — they  seem  to 
be  revisiting  their  haunts  in  this  stream.  Of 
the  Vaudois  water  nothing  has  been  heard  for  some 
days,  but  the  Eaufroid  has  been  of  an  inviting  depth 
and  colour.  Si6rre  and  the  Pissevache  ought  soon 
to  be  worth  visiting. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  occasion- 
ally since  last  report.  On  one  day  four  anglers, 
fishing  west  of  Horse  Island,  caught  twenty-seven 
pollack,  one  of  which  was  estimated  to  weigh  151b. 
A  few  mackerel  have  been  had  by  pollack  fishers. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Angling  patrons  mastered  in 
strong  force  during  the  Easter  vacation,  but  the 
amount  of  sport  obtained  left  much  to  be  desired, 
though  several  of  the  more  skilful  anglers  made 
decent  returns  of  small  fish,  chiefly  pouting.  Had 
mackerel  or  other  white  bait  been  obtainable 
locally,  no  doubt  considerable  numbers  of  nurse - 
dogs  would  have  been  caught,  as  the  last  two  days 
have  witnessed  the  capture  of  several  of  this  species. 
More  than  one  practised  pollack  fisherman  has 
essayed  his  favourite  sport  with  negative  results, 
though  provided  with  the  most  tempting  baits. 
On  April  21  Mrs.  Tress  and  Messrs.  Burgess,  Tarling, 
Turner  and  Tress  fished  for  several  hours  witu 
very  indifferent  success,  the  weather  all  the 
time  being  very  unpleasant.  Thirteen  rods  were 
plied  on  April  22,  but  the  only  'return  made 
consisted  of  a  few  pouting  and  small  dabs.  A  still 
larger  number  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on 
the  following  day,  but  little  was  the  result  of  their 
united  efforts.  Mr.  T.  Sexton  and  Mr.  A.  Turner 
tried  for  pollack  on  April  24,  but  got  no  patronage 
whatever,  and  the  day's  bottom  fishing  yielded 
badly,  the  best  fish,  a  large  sole-dab,  falling  to  the 
rod  of  Mrs.  Tress.  A  few  nurse  dogs  were  captured 
upon  mackerel  and  lug  on  April  25,  Mr.  Sexton  also 
landing  a  fine  codling  and  Mrs.  Tress  a  large  dab. 
Nearly  all  present  on  April  26  used  whitebait  as  a 
lure,  and  some  dozen  dogfish  were  brought  up,  but 
smaller  varieties  were  quite  wanting.  The  water  is 
at  present  very  clear  and  bright. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  holidays  have  brought  a  few 
out  on  the  look  -  out  for  pollack,  and  although 
several  have  been  taken  at  the  east  and  west  end  of 
the  Breakwater  they  have  not  been  very  large, 
only  running  to  about  31b.  to  41b.  weight.  I  hear 
reports  up  and  down  the  coast  of  the  mackerel 
making  their  appearance.  In  Cornwall  they  have 
been  caught  in  the  seines,  and  to  the  eastward  offi 
Dartmouth  and  Torbay  whiffing  with  the  Silver 
Spinner.  Some  nice  bass  from  21b.  to  31b.  are  now 
being  caught  at  Millbay  with  a  rod  and  paternoster. 
There  were  not  many  fishermen  on  the  other  piers. 
— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-KTaze. — Sport  much  improved.  Soles, 
whiting,  dabs,  pout,  and  pollack  are  biting  very 
well.  Soles  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  caught,  and  C. 
Wood  caught  the  first  whiting  this  year  of  any  size 
(14oz.)  on  April  25.— J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Now  Ready.    3s.  6d.  net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  AROUND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLICHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
"  Fishing  and  Travel  in  Spain  "  (5/-  net). 

Westminsti'r  liazette.  —  "  the  author  deals  with  the 
BeiV.ypliire  Streams  in  a  th  roughly  practical  fashion, 
providing  just  the  kind  of  information  fishermen  mostly 
Heed.  " 

London  :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Russell  Street. 


RODS  TO  LET 


GOOD  GENERAL  FISHING. 

Within  30  minutes'  of  Paddington  (less  by 
fast  train). 


Jack,  Perch,  Roach,  Chub,  Dace,  &c., 
and  some  large  Trout. 

Over  1J  miles  of  strictly  private  water. 

Subscription  £3  3s.  For  particulars 
apply  to — 

JOHN  MOULTON, 
"Glencoe,"  Vernon  Rd.,  ClapharaRd.,S.W. 


STORER'S  Coventry -made 
Plaited  Silk  Lines  are  siving^ 
great  satisfaction. 

Undressed  silk,  from  1/6  per  100  yds. 
Enamel-dressed,  from  1/-  per  20  yds.,  any  length. 
Wax-dressed  (a  new  process),  very  strong,  from 

8d.  per  20  yds. 
Cable-laid  linen  lines,  from  1/3  per  100  yds. 

FOR  CASH  ONLY. 

J.  STORER,  Fishing  Tackle  Cealer, 
13,  Much  Park  Street,  Coventry, 


THE 

Indian  Sportina  times* 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throuqhodt  India,  Ceylon, 
burmah,  and  assam. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  .Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVEIyTISINa  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16s.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  6rf. ;  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  cf  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  "VVhitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


15t7i  TEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Pishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Ofpce :  W,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  W,  Paris. 


Angrlers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishinr  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Chairga  very  moderuU. 
Address:  .Kinx  street,  Alfretaa. 


CI  /NTrt  FOR  DRY  FLY 
W^LmKJ  I  Xjm  FISHING. 

In  Improved  Bottle,  Is.  post  free. 

Spread  on  the  Fly  every  half  hour  or  so  ; 
splendid  results  obtained. 

L.  BEEDLE,  Chemist,  OMTrafford. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 


Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow. 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— DONALD  Walker,  Managing  Director. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF.  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Supplied  to  the  Troops  in  3.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheriea' 
Szliibition,  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  ftc. 

SAmf  M.p   l/*!   1/6   FBB  BOX. 

2  atamce.    FBOUT,  36,  Beak  St.,  Iiondon,  W 
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Pfoviiieial  flugllflg  |lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  bad  time  of  it  this  Easter  for 
anglers.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold,  and 
trout  fishing  has  been  very  bad.  A  number  of  out- 
members  have  beea  out,  but  they  have  done  no 
good.  With  fine  and  warm  weather,  sport  should 
improve.  With  the  cold  weather,  the  fruit  trees 
will  suffer  very  much,  and  we  shall  not  have 
the  large  supplies  that  we  anticipated  from 
the  Evesham  and  Pet  shore  districts.  The  exliibi- 
tion  at  Bingley  Hall  is  going  strong,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  local  anglers  have  visited  the  show  to 
see  the  display  of  specitnen  fish.  For  small  contests 
on  the  Severn,  I  wish  to  say  that  good  sport  will  be 
found  below  Lincomb  Weir.  Hampstill  will  be 
the  best  place  for  good  sport.  The  Great  Western 
Societyi  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest 
at  the  place,  and  no_doubt;iater  on  the  place  will  be 
better  patronised.  'All  our  rivers  and  streams  are 
now  in  the  best  of  condition  for  trout  fishing.  We 
have  a  few  concerts  on  hand  for  the  benefit  of 
several  societies.  The  Gun  Society  have  arranged 
for  two  concerts  on  May  9  and  10.  A  host  of  talent 
is  engaged,  and,  as  asaal,  success  will  be  guaranteed. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

Trout  fishing  so  far  in  our  district  has  not  been 
at  all  good  during  the  holidays,  although  from  the 
top  stretches  of  the  Hull  odd  decent  fish  were 
secured  by  worm  fishing,  and  on  the  Driffield 
Canal  a  few  brace  of  fish  were  taken  with  the  fly  ; 
the  weather  on  the  whole  was  not  conducive  to 
much  sport,  high  northerly  winds  prevailing.  This 
week,  however,  the  weather  is  much  better,  and  all 
waters  are  more  or  less  in  good  condition  ;  therefore, 
we  hope  for  better  results.  One  of  our  local  anglers 
secured  two  nice  fish  on  Tuesday  in  the  tidal  waters, 
near  to  Dunswell,  that  reached  a  little  over  1  lb.  each, 
and  good-sized  fish  seem  to  be  well  on  the  move 
from  Burton  Hall  upwards.  Iq  the  club  matches 
little  was  done,  the  fish  being  chiefly  flounders  of 
very  small  size,  the  best  fish  of  that  class  I  heard 
of  only  scaling  about  6oz.  Therefore,  taking 
matters  on  the  whole,  the  matches  were  anything 
but  a  success  so  far  as  the  takes  of  fish  were  con- 
cerned. On  the  other  hand,  parties  visiting  the 
Lincolnshire  side  have  done  muoh  better,  both  as 
to  flounder  fishing  and  in  trout  fishing,  one  friend 
of  mine  securing  lour  brace  of  very  nice  fish  near  to 
Grimsby. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  wretched  week  here  over  the 
holidays.  Streams  low  and  clear,  with  a  cold, 
biting  wind  from  the  north  and  north-east,  are  not 
conducive  to  the  killing  of  trout,  and  but  little  has 
been  done,  but  it  has  not  been  for  the  want  of 
trying  as  quite  an  army  of  rods  have  been  out.  By 
far  and  away  the  best  fishing  made  in  this  district 
was  a  splendid  lot  of  sixty-one  trout,  which  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Evershed  on  the  Gtimshill  waters  of 
the  Lune.  This  fishing  was  an  extraordinary  one 
as  the  day — Good  Friday — was  cold  and  bleak,  but, 
as  we  all  know,  one  can  never  account  for  the  freaks 
of  trout.  On  the  Kent  Mr.  Barrow  had  about  a 
score  on  the  same  day,  but  they  were  taken  on  the 
upper  reaches,  and  were  but  small.  I  put  in  a  few 
days  on  Windermere  with  results— four  days'  fishing 
— two  trout,  and  seven  rises.  A  lot  of  rods  were 
out  besides  myself,  but  I  did  not  come  across  any- 
body who  had  made  anything  hke  a  decent  basket. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  seems  inclined 
to  change,  and  if  it  does,  if  we  do  not  get  a  bit  of 
good  fishing  with  it,  it  is  but  a  very  moderate  out- 
look. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  has  not  been  heavily  fished  on  account 
of  the  weather,  which  the  weekly  report  describes 
as  winterly.  Despite  the  fine  but  cold  Easter, 
angling  has  been  sadly  neglected ;  many  ardent 
fishermen  have  contented  themselves  with  going 
away  without  fishing,  the  wiiter  included.  It  was 
interesting  to  see  the  number  of  well-known  rods  at 
Blackpool  watching  the  tanks  at  the  Aquarium 
ia_  the  Tower,  the  chief  attraction  bemg  the 
rainbow  and  zebra  trout  of  large  size.  Some 
life  has  been  in  evidence  at  Liverpool,  and  no 
doubt  the  stocking  and  trout  competitions  are  the 
better  for  the  holidays.  At  Waniogton  and  other 
coiintry  towns  anglers  are  reported,  as  being  very 
qtiiet.  Locals  at  Llanymynech  and  other,  popular 
resorts  do  not  write  home  in  a  cheerful  style. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  yet  far  too  early  to  get  a  full  return  of  the 
doings  of  our  city  rods  during  Easter,  but  from 
what  can  be  gathered  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 


nothing  of  great  interest  is  to  hand.  Mr.  Malpass 
at  Lake  Vyrnwy  appears  to  be  having  the 
best  of  sport,  and  fully  maintaining  the  honour  of 
this  city.  Other  rods  in  North  Wales  have  not 
had  a  fish  to  bring  away ;  true,  they  caught 
plenty,  of  a  size,  but  nothing  worth  retaining.  Three 
Ardwick  rods  at  Lockerbie  enjoyed  their  outing 
thoroughly,  but  as  to  sport  it  was  a  failure.  The 
Duchy  Angling  Society  have  a  special  meeting  next 
Monday,  to  fix  a  date  for  the  wind  up  match  and  to 
arrange  for  the  coming  season's  matches. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  were  out  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
Trent  during  the  holidays,  but  sport  ruled  poor 
owing  to  the  bitterly  cold  weather  in  evidence.  On 
the  lower  Greet  Mr.  T.  Lewis  and  Mr.  C.  Bishop 
creeled  two  and  a  half  brace,  and  other  subscribers 
secured  fish.  A  few  were  also  taken  on  the  open  por- 
tions of  the  Dover  Beck,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Lowdham.  Trouting  with  fly  opens  on  both  streams 
on  Monday  next.  May  Day.  Odd  trout  of  good  size 
are  said  to  have  been  caught  at  the  outflow  of  the 
Greet,  which,  so  far  as  its  upper  sources  are  con- 
cerned, is  alleged  to  have  been  polluted  through 
the  absence  of  sewage  disposal  works  at  Southwell. 
The  question  of  construction  of  works  has  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Southwell  District 
Council  for  twenty  years  without  any  scheme  being 
carried  out.  This  being  the  case,  the  Notts  County 
Council  have  decided  to  give  statutory  notice  to  the 
local  authority  imder  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Denison  has  been  appointed  a  conservator  for 
Notts  on  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  in  the  place  of 
the  late  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart.,  of  Stoke  Hall. 
Anglers  had  a  very  good  friend  in  the  lata  baronet. 
Mr.  B.  Rose,  taxidermist,  of  Mount-street,  Notting- 
ham, has  just  completed  the  setting  up  of  the  record 
pike  of  the  season  (3.3ilb.),  killed  a  few  weeks  ago 
by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  City  WelUngton 
Society.  Mr.  Rose  has  done  his  work  admirably. 
The  fish  is  beautifully  mounted  and  has  been  greatly 
admired. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fewer  anglers  out  this  Easter  holiday  time  than 
any  I  can  ever  remember.  Good  Friday  is  the  day 
when  the  Worcester  Clubs  commence  trout-fishing, 
but  only  a  few  members  of  the  City  Club  fished  their 
water  this  season ;  the  day  was  dull  and  a  bitter 
north-east  wind  was  blowing,  and  it  came  on  very 
wet  in  the  afternoon,  still  some  very  fair  sport  was 
had.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  caught  7 J  brace,  T.  James 
5^  brace,  others  a  brace  or  two  each.  Saturday  and 
Sunday  were  fine,  butverycold;  the  few  that  wentout 
had  poor  sport,  and  came  home  much  disappointed. 
Monday  morning  was  fine,  and  several  were  off  by 
early  train,  but  returned  with  wet  coats  and  light 
creels.  Mr.  T.  Rogers  had  three-and-a-half  brace  of 
beautiful  trout,  Mr.  Powell  two-and-a-half  brace, 
others  a  brace  or  single  fish.  Tuesday' and.'Wednesday 
very  wet,and  anglers  preferred  staying  at  home.  Fine 
weather  is  much  hoped  for,  and  would  be  a  blessing 
to  the  country.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  quiet ; 
a  few  very  fine  fish  have  been  netted ;  retail  price 
still  high.  There  should  bo  a  run  of  gillings  just 
now  ;  ttiere  have  not  been  many  up  this  month. 
The  clubs  are  busy  arranging  their  programmes  for 
the  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season,  and  compe- 
titions will  be  numerous.  The  Arboretum  and 
Izaak  Walton  Clubs  have  each  secured  nice  stretches 
of  water  on  the  Teme,  and  others  are  on  the  look- 
out for  some,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  fishing 
worth  having,  and  rent  asked  exceedingly  high. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  days'  warm  weather  being  necessary  to  the 
improvement  of  sport,  the  brighter  outlook  as 
regards  atmospheric  conditions  which  dawned  in 
the  middle  of  this  week  cheered  the  hearts  of  trout 
fishers.  The  weather  was  too  cold  and  unsettled  to 
admit  of  successful  sport  at  Eastertide,  and  the  fish 
have  been  just  as  fickle.  The  Yorkshire  river  beds 
have  been  scoured,  and  had  other  conditions  been 
favourable,  results  to  anglers  would  have  been 
different.  '-Cold  water,  and  scarcely  a  fly  to  be 
seen,"  has,  however,  been  the  .  daily  experience. 
It  is  said  that  trout  never  really  arrive  at 
perfection  until  the  Stone  Fly  creeper  has  satis- 
tied  their  cravings,  and  the  feed  should  not 
be  much  longer  delayed  if  warmer  weather  prevaQs. 
For  what  littie  has  been  achieved  with  fly  by  local 
anglers  for  trout  during  the  holiday  they  were 
indebted  to  the  early  spring  varieties.  The  Partridge 
and  Orange,  Waterhen  and  Snipe  Bloas,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  Copper  ought  tD  prove  sufiiciently 
alluring  baits,  but  the  trout  angler  will  be  wise  for 
the  present  to  go  forthwith  worm  and  minnow  as  well 
as  the  artificial  fly.  Anglers  for  eels  are  pleased  that 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  have  withdrawn  the 
obnoxious  notice,  and  that  they  are  thus  enabled  to 
resume  the  occasional  day's  eel  fishing  which  has 
hitherto  afforded  them  so  much  pleasure.  The 


secretary  to  the  Board,  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  states  : — 
"As  there  appears  to  be  some  ambiguity  in  the 
statutes  relating  to  the  capture  of  eels,  it  has  been 
decided  to  let  the  matter  rest  at  present,  and  if  it 
sliould  be  necessary  in  the  future  to  prohibit 
'  angling  '  for  eels  during  close  time,  ample  warning 
will  be  given  to  the  clubs  and  the  pubUc." 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  exhibited  some  improvement, 
but,  generally  speaking,  it  is  still  against  angling,  as 
the  cold  sting  is  very  much  in  evidence.  The 
angling  returns  for  the  past  week  show  that  sport 
has  been  pretty  good  in  the  aggregate  in  the  salmon 
department.  As  regards  brown  trout,  matters  have 
been  generally  backward,  and  as  far  as  sea-trout 
are  concerned,  very  little  appears  to  have  been 
done.  The  prospects  are  improving  all  round  at 
the  time  of  writing.  Sed  angling  has  been  resumed 
with  much  success  at  many  places  on  the  western 
and  south-western  coasts.  The  accounts  to  hand 
show  that  matters  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily 
in  the  Killarney  district  and  elsewhere. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Most  of  the  North  of  Ireland  rivers  are 
suffering  from  the  want  of  water,  and  twenty-four 
hours'  rain  would  be  required  to  put  them  in  proper 
ply.  The  continued  unfavourable  weather  has 
greatly  reduced  spring  fishing.  An  early  run  of 
salmon  has  taken, place  in  the  Bann  and  several  of 
the  Donegal  rivers.  On  Easter  Monday,  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  had  a  trout-fishing  competition, 
the  venue  being  laid  at  Kellswater  on  the  Maine. 
Close  on  forty  members  travelled  by  the  8  a.m. 
train  from  the  York-road  terminus.  On  arrival  at 
the  river  it  was  found  to  be  in  unfavourable  con- 
dition, being  low  and  clear.  A  chilly  south-easterly 
blew  down  stream,  and  the  "  rise  "  of  natural  fUes 
did  not  come  till  the  afternoon.  At  10  o'clock 
the  competition  started  and  it  closed  at  2  p.m. 
The  judges,  Messrs.  C.  J.  Littlewood  and 
J.  A.  Barlowe,  made  the  following  awards  : — First 
prize  (Hunter  Cup,  with  gold  memento),  Mr.  John 
Wright ;  second  prize,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  ;  third  prize. 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith;  consolation  prize  for  the 
heaviest  trout,  Sergeant-Major  Woodford,  Army 
Service  Corps. 


Woic5  from  fl^c  iCorfi^. 


StR  DiGHTON  Probyn  went  south  after  a  week 
on  the  Balmoral  water.  The  rough  weather  and 
easterly  winds  prevented  the  best  of  sport  being 
got. 


The  rivers  all  over  the  North  have  been  in 
excellent  ply  and  are  still  so,  and  with  more  genial 
weather  sport  would  be  rife  all  over. 

On  the  Aboyne  waters  the  various  rods  creeled 
some  fourteen  tish  during  the  past  ten  days. 

Lieut.-Col.  Sykes,  on  the  Pitcroy  Spey  section, 
landed  five  on  April  21,  scaling  from  81b.  to  201b. 

Mr.  J .  B.  Clyne  had  a  day  on  the  Findhorn  lately 
prospecting.  It  was  too  cold  to  fish,  but  an  angler, 
on  April  21,  had  a  basket  of  nine  beauties  in  the  tidal'. 


Mr.  James  Mackenzie,  solicitor,  Aberdeen,  and 
Mr.  Rait,  traveller,  have  been  very  successful  at  the 
Nether  Don  fishings,  and  have  been  getting  six, 
seven,  and  eight  at  every  tide.  Excellent  fish,  and 
some  over  1  lb.  in  weight.    It  was  mostly  to  the  tube. 

Mr.  Benthen,  with  Mr.  Arlington  and  other  guests 
of  his,  have  been  eminently  successful  on  the  Grand- 
holin  Don  water  all  through  the  month  of  April. 
Their  baskets  have  ranged  from  151b.  to  301b. 
The  March  Brown  and  Profesior  have  been  the 
chief  lures. 


The  Ellon  Castle  water  on  the  Ythan  is  now  open 
to  the  pubhc  again,  and  for  three  shillings  a  day 
some  of  the  best  flnnock  fishing  can  be  had.  There 
is  also  excellent  brown  trout  on  the  same  water, 
and  an  occasional  salmon. 


The  South  Esk  (Forfar)  is  not  known  as  it  should 
be.  Anyone  in  want  of  a  first-class  spot  for  free 
fishing  cannot  do  better  than  break  their  journev 
at  Bridge  of  Dun,  and  bo  among  the  finnock  and 
sea-trout  in  twenty  minutes.       Special  Scotch. 


The  first  Enghsh  almanac  was  brought  out  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in  1347,  and  the  first 
printed  almanac  ^appeared  in  London  about  100 
years  later. 
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NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


Dear  Sib, — I  commence  to-day  (April  25)  the 
first  of  the  series  of  weekly  weather  reports  regard- 
ing angling  prospects  in  Norway  for  the  ensuing 
season.  As  you  are  doubtless  aware,  there  has 
been  an  exceptionally  heavy  fall  of  snow  through- 
out the  principal  angling  districts  of  Norway,  and 
all  the  rivers  from  about  Stavanger  northwards 
have  had  an  abundant,  in  fact,  exceptionally  heavy, 
fall  of  snow,  which  is  at  presentjlying  on  the  moun- 
tains to  a  great  deptli.  This  morning's  telegram, 
taking  the  districts  from  the  most  northern  south- 
wardly, is  as  follows : — "  Namsen  District :  Rivers 
icebound,  and  weather  very  cold."  "  Trondhjem 
District:  Rivers  ice  covered,  weather  cold."  "Ber- 
gen District :  Rivers  open,  weather  beginning  to 
get  milder."  "  Mandal  District:  All  rivers  in  this 
district  open,  weather  not  so  cold."  Next  week's 
report  will  be  sent  you  as  usual,  and  these  reports 
will  be  continued  up  to  and  including  Monday, 
June  5.— James  Dowell,  Lumley  House. 


"  We  ought  to  he  '  children  of  to-day,'  because  of  the 
shortness  of  life." — Bacok. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Watford  Piseators  was 
held  at  the  Maiden  Hotel,  Watford,  on  April  14. 
Mr.  Lewis  Evans  presided,  supported  by  a  large  and 
influential  company.  The  dinner  was  served  by 
Mr.  C.  T.  Sowden,  and  although  unable  to  accept 
the  kind  invite,  I  have  the  menu  in  front  of  me,  and 
should  say  the  "  Watfords  "  dined  well.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toasts,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  "The  Watford  Piseators,"  in  a  clever 
and  witty  speech,  which  was  received  with  "  laugh- 
ter" and  "applause."  The  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Peacock,  responded  in  a  similar  manner. 

3(C  1|C  3)C  Ht  Ht 

From  the  long  account  of  the  proceedings,  which 
I  regret  space  will  not  admit  of  inserting  in  full,  it 
is  shown  that  the  society  is  in  an  extremely  flour- 
ishing condition — financially  and  numerically. 
During  the  past  season  it  had  considerably  aug- 
mented the  stock  of  fish  in  the  various  waters,  and 
full  confidence  was  expressed  in  the  committee  for 
its  admirable  management.  During  the  evening  a 
"souvenir"  of  the  dinner  was  presented  to  each 
member  and  friend,  consisting  of  a  beautifully- 
printed  half-tone  engraving  from  a  drawing  by  Mr. 
F.  Volck. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  functions  was  the  distri- 
bution of  valuable  prizes  by  the  chairman,  after 
which  the  vice-chairman  in  submitting  the  toast  of 
"The  Chairman,"  remarked  that  the  Watford 
Piseators  were  very  proud  of  him  as  a  sportsman 
and  a  gentleman.  "  The  Visitors"  were  "  toasted," 
"The  Press"  honoured,  the  artistes  not  forgotten, 
and  Messrs.  Spillman  and  Peacock  heartily  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  of  the  evening. 


As  a  fall  account  of  the  Easter  Monday  match , 
English  V.  French  Anglers,  is  not  to  hand,  the 
following  is  given  from  the  Paris  correspondent  of 
the  Daily  Mail : — "  In  the  obscure  little  village  of 
Saussay,  near  Ballancourt,  and  about  thirty  miles 
from  Paris,  fifty  English  anglers,  some  of  whom 
were  accompanied  by  their  wives,  met  250  French 
fishermen  to-day  in  friendly  rivalry.  The  scene  of 
action  was  a  lake  in  the  grounds  of  M.  Vantravers. 
The  coming  of  the  Englishmen,  who  are  members  of 
well-known  clubs,  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  pleas- 
ing and  cordial  demonstration  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  decked  the  village  with  French  and  English 
flags,  while  a  band  met  the  visitors  at  the  station 
and  played  the  two  National  Anthems.  At  the 
'  weighLng-in '  M.  Tiberghien  was  adjudged  the 
winner  of  the  first  prize,  having  taken  31b.  12oz.  of 
fish  from  the  water.  An  Englishman,  Mr.  Howden, 
was  second  with  31b.  2oz." 

***** 

The  following  note  has  just  been  received  from 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  from  the  Standard 
Works,  Redditch  : — •"  We  are  pleased  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
W.  Whaley,  of  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  and  shall  be 
pleased  if  you  could  refer  to  it  in  the  next  edition 
of  your  paper :  '  Am  very  pleased  to  inform  you 
that  the  winners  of  the  1st  and  3rd  places  in  the 
International  Angling  Match  fished  at  Ballancourt, 
near  Paris,  on  April  24,  were  using  the  celebrated 
tackles  manufactured  for  me  by  your  firm.'  " 


France  has  800,000  pet  dogs,  on  wliich  £400,000 
is  paid  in  taxes. 


Mb.  H.  Dowsett,  hon.  seo.  of  the  National  Sea 
Anglers'  Federation,  10,  York-buildings,  Hastings, 
sends  the  following  information: — "The  dates  of 
the  Eastbourne  Fe5tival  have  been  fixed  for  July 
22,  23,  and  24.  Folkestone  have  now  joined  the 
Federation,  and  their  Boat  competitions  will  be  held 
on  Nov.  4,  5,  6.  The  dates  of  their  Pier  competi- 
tions are  not  yet  fixed." 

***** 

The  foregoing  will  interest  anglers ;  at  the  same 
time  cricketers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  for  one 
penny  one  of  the  handiest  pocket  guides  to  County 
Cricket  for  the  season  1905  may  be  obtained  at  10, 
York  Buildings,  Hastings.  It  is  "Cricket  at  a 
Glance."  In  addition  to  the  elaborately  prepared 
table,  the  tides  at  Hastings  and  weather  indications 
are  given,  and  all  interested  in  cricket  would  do  well 
to  procure  a  copy. 

John  Bright  on  the  Spey. 
The  fishing  on  the  Spey  is  still  good.  On  Thurs- 
day, the  4th  inst.,  Mr.  Bass,  M.P.,  killed  three,  and 
Mr.  Bright,  M.P.,  two  salmon.  They  hooked  four 
more,  but  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  them  to  land. 
Mr.  Bright  has  now  left  for  the  South.  On  Monday 
week,  Mr.  Holden  had  very  good  sport,  he  landed 
five  salmon,  one  of  which  weighed  151b. — Inverness 
Courier,  August  18,  1864. 


Amusement  in  its  current  issue  has  many  attrac- 
tive papers,  and  the  series  "  Wild  London,"  and 
"A  Showman's  Stories,"  are  specimens  of  racy 
description  which  will  interest  many.  Evidently 
the  writer  knows  a  lot  of  London  beneath  the 
social  surface.  The  journal  is  published  at  7,  White- 
friars-street,  E.G. 


Poached  Eggs  on  Toast. 
"Why  are  you  loitering  here.'I  say  ?," 
A  milkmaid  asked  an  old  tramp  one  day ; 
"Fishing  for  flounders  so  fine  and  flat, 
Girlia,"  said  he,  "is  the  game  I'm  at." 
"Oh,  my!"  the  maiden's  cry, 
"  Fancy  finding  flat  flounders  in  forest  trees. 
When  ev'ryone  knows  that  they  swim  in  the  seas." 
"Tell  me  again,"  the  milkmaid  spoke, 
"What  are  you  up  to  here,  old  bloke 
"The  sweet,  silly  song  of  the  Polar  bear,^ 
Daughter,"  said  he,  "I  am  come  to  hear." 
"  Oh,  my  !  "  he  heard  her  cry, 
"  Polars,  so  say  all  the  roving  blades,  '" 
Sing  on  the  ice-floes  and  not  in  green  glades." 
The  girl  looked  saucy,  the  old  tramp  sly, 
Bobby  bounced  out  of  a  bush  hard  by. 
The  girl  looked  saucier,  the  ancient  "done," 
Bobby  assumed  an  official  tone. 
"  Hi,  hi  !  "  the  Bobby's  cry. 

What  price  fine  flat  flounders  and  singing  bears. 
And  .this  old  rogue  and  vagabond  "doing  two 
years  "  ?  — Goosestep. 

"  Peter  Piper  picked  a  peck  of  pepper."  Don't 
pick  pepper.  The  New  York  Fishing  Gazette  gives 
the  following  re  Devilled  Cod : — "  Pick  a  pound  of 
cold  cooked  cod  into  flakes.  Rub  the  yolks  of  threo 
hard  boiled  eggs  to  a  paste,  add  a  rounding  teaspoon 
of  sugar,  one  tablespoon  of  olive  oil,  a  teaspoon  of 
made  mustard,  a  teaspoon  of  salt,  a  few  grains  of 
cayenne,  and  a  teaspoon  of  any  good  table  sauce. 
Pour  on  slowly  two-thirds  cup  of  vinegar  and  stir 
together  well,  then  pour  over  the  fish.  Arrange  in 
a  mound  and  garnish  with  the  whites  of  the  eggs  cut 
in  rounds  or  long  strips."  I  can  foflow  this  cod 
cooking  all  right  with  the  exception  of  the  "made" 
mustard ;  is  it  stronger  than  the  mustard  we  use  in 
Merrie  England  1 

The  King  has  been  "pleased  to  approve  the  ap- 
pointment of  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Campbell,  C.B., 
D.S.O.,  to  be  the  British  member  of  the  Arbitral 
Tribunal  constituted  under  Article  III.  of  the  Con- 
vention with  France  of  April  8,  1904,  relating  to 
Newfoundland,  to  deal  with  the  indemnity  claims 
of  the  French  fishermen.  The  Hon.  Ernest  Scott, 
of  his  Majesty's  diplomatic  service,  will  act  as 
secretary  to  Admiral  Campbell. 


The  depth  and  velocity  of  the  ocean  wave  is 
greater  than  would  be  apparent  from  surface  indi- 
cations. Lobster  pots  in  1 80ft.  of  water  have  been 
taken  up  choked  with  sand  and  shingle  after  a  heavy 
gale ;  moreover,  lighthouse  keepers  report  as  a 
frequent  occurrence  that  sand  is  swished  up  to  the 
topmost  gallery  during  the  prevalence  of  a  severe 
storm. 


Germany  exported  34,717  tons  of  toys,'valued  at 
£2,786,272  sterling,  in  1903. 


A  WEEK  or  two  ago  the  Editor  gave  us  a  most 
interesting  page  of  German  angling  songs,  many  of 
which  he  translated.  The  full  title  of  the  book  is, 
"  Anglerlieder.  Ein  Liederbuch  fiir  Deutsche  Angler 
und  Anglerinnen."  "Angling  Songs:  a  Song-book 
for  German  Anglers  and  Angleresses."  Those  who 
may  not  have  read  it  should  refer  to  page  200  o£ 
March  25. 

***** 

I  should  have  commented  upon  it  before,  but  have 
been  looking  up  my  German.  This  is  what  all  the 
fuss  is  about : — 

ZUR  HISTORIA  VON  DER  ANGELKUNST. 

Contribution  to  the  History  of  the  Art  of 
Angling. 

Melodie  :  Als  Noah  aus  dem  Kasten  war. 
To  the  tune  of  "The  Cork  Leg." 
Translated  tbom  the  German  of  "H.  B.  M." 
BY  R.  B.  M. 

Als  Noah  in  der  Arche  war, 

Da  fiihlt  er  eines  Tages  Klar: 

"  Die  Fleischkost  bringt  Dich  nachstens  um 

Ein  Fishgericht  war  garnich  dumm,  . 

Doch  ach,  wie  fangst  du  Fische  ein, — 

Das  diirfte  halt  so  leicht  nicht  sein  !  " 

When  Noah  was  sitting  in  the  Ark 

He  said  one  day,  "  My  words  now  mark. 

This  meaty  diet  makes  me  wish 

That  I  could  taste  a  bit  of  fish. 

But  how  to  catch  'em,  there's  the  rub — ■ 

We've  got  no  gentles  in  this  tub." 

Chorus. 

From  north  to  south  and  from  east  to  west. 
Oh,  the  angler's  sport  is  still  the  best  I 

There  are  eleven  verses,  but  one  will  do  to  go 
on  with. 

***** 

The  Editor  read  one  or  two'verses  to  me  in  Ger- 
man, but  I  got  on  much  better  with  his  translation. 
He  asked  me  if  it  would  go  to  music.  I  said, 
"Beautifully,  to  the  tune  of  'The  Cork  Leg.'" 
And  then  the  Editor  hoped  I  was  not  pulling  his  leg, 
but  he  had  his  "  doots,"  as  he  had  never  heard  that 
song.  I  had,  and  remember  the  first  verse  very 
well.  I  am  more  at  home  with  my  old  Dutch  than 
with  my  new  German.    It  runs  thus  : 

A  tale  I'll  tell  without  any  flam. 
In  Holland  there  dwelt  Mynheer  Von  Clam, 
Who  every  morning  said  I  am 
The  richest  merchant  in  Rotterdam. 
Ri-tooral,  looral,  looral,  looral,  ri-toorooral-lay. 
***** 
'  There  are  thousands  of  good  anglers  who  would 
defend  "  Dragnet  s  "  veracity,  but  all  good  musicians 
will  admit  that,  after  all,  his  setting  of  the  music 
seems  to  "gee-up." 

Melodie :  Als  Noah  aus  dem  Kasten  war. 
To  the  tune  of  "  The  Cork  Leg." 


l.Whea  Noah  was  isit  -  ting  in   the  Ark  He  said  one  day,  "  My 


gler's  sport  is 


still 


the    best ! 


This  is  not  an  advertisement,  but  a  copy  of 
the  music  of  "The  Cork  Leg,"  price  2d.,  to  be 
obtained  of  Sheard  &  Co.,  192,  High  Holborn.  W.C. 


The  May  Pictorial  Comedy  comes  to  us  in  a 
bright  and  seasonable  cover,  and  the  cheerful  hue 
is  not  a  misleading  indication  of  the  lively  contents. 
The  high  quality  of  the  illustrations  is  fully  main- 
tained, and  the  literary  features  are  as  attractive 
as  ever.  Interest  and  wide  variety  mark  the  pages 
of  the  photographic  competition.  Dragnet. 
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Jlssoctafions,  eic. 


Acton  Piscatorials.  1 
The  twenty-fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  above 
society,  held  on  April  17  at  the  George  and 
Dragon  Hotel,  was  a  most  successful  affair.  Mr.  F. 
A.  Baldwin  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  F.  N.  Sellers  in 
the  vice-chair.  The  dinner  was  served  in  Host 
Brooks'  best  style,  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed. 
After  the  usual  loyal  and  other  toasts,  the  chairman 
eulogised  the  prowess  of  the  members,  and  prophesied 
that  eventually  the  "George"  would  become  .a 
veritable  fishery  museum.  The  vice-chairman, 
responding,  said  he  had  been  a  member  for  the 
last  twenty-one  years.  He  loved  the  sport  which 
fishing  provided,  and  in  his  idea  there  was 
no  better  way  of  spending  a  day's  outing. 
The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
winners  in  the  various  competitions.  The  toasts  of 
"  The  Prize  Givers,"  "The  Visitors,"  etc.,  having 
been  disposed  of,  there  is  nothing  to  add  beyond 
the  fact  that  a  splendid  musical  programme  was 
gone  through,  in  which  Messrs.  T.  Turner,  J.  Tomes, 
Moggridge,  jun.,  and  others  took  part,  whilst  Mr. 
Moggridge,  sen.,  told  some  amusing  fishing  stories, 
and  Mr.  Taylor  gave  a  recitation.  Thus  ended  one 
of  the  most  successful  reunions  of  the  Acton 
Piscatorials. 

Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
May  1,  at  8.30  p  m.,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  E.G. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  April  19,  when  only  a  faithful  few  attended, 
and  there  was  not  a  great  deal  of  business  on  the 
agenda.  A  gentleman  previously  proposed  for 
membership  was  balloted  for  and  elected,  and 
another  nomination  was  put  forward.  The  chair- 
man and  our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  who  had 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  delegates  of  the 
Anglers'  Association,  held  on  April  17,  when  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  etc.,  gave  an 
account  of  what  took  place  at  that  meeting.  Not- 
withstanding the  cold  winds  which  prevailed  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  two  of  our  members  secured 
two  handsome  trout,  namely,  Mr.  Hillier,  fishing  at 
Rickmansworth  on  April  21,  landed  a  grand  fish  of 
51b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams,  spinning  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's 
water  on  the  same  day,  was  also  fortunate  enough 
to  capture  one  weighing  31b.  8ioz.  The  smaller 
one  was  perhaps  the  better  shaped  fish  of  the  two  ; 
they  were,  however,  a  brace  of  very  nice  fish,  being 
short  and  thick.  The  smaller  one,  when  opened, 
was  found  to  contain  a  dozen  roach  from  about 
3Jin.,  all  of  which  appeared  to  have  been  just 
swallowed.  Dace  may  be  taken  in  the  Harefield 
section  of  the  society's  water  on  and  after  May  1. 
— E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  April  19  Mr.  Summers  was  chairman  for  the 
usual  routine  business.  Agents'  reports  were  scant, 
and  little  sea  angling  appeared  to  have  been  done. 
At  Aberdovey  some  good  takes  of  codling,  sheat, 
pollack,  and  flounders  were  chronicled ;  at  Deal 
very  little  doing  ;  Brighton  as  usual  had  been  busy, 
but  takes  were  poor  in  size  and  quantity,  especially 
from  the  piers;  at  Newhaven  Mr.  Summers  had 
been  taking  a  quantity  of  bass,  but  they  ran  very 
small.  Plans  were  discussed  for  the  holidays, 
parties  being  made  up  for  Southwick,  Newhaven, 
and  Weymouth,  considered  to  be  likely  places  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  At  the  latter  place  good 
catches  of  wrasse  were  promised.  Mr.  Hyde  took 
the  chair  for  the  social  meeting.  There  was  no  set 
subject  for  the  evening,  so  conversation  ruled 
supreme.  Mr.  Walter  Bates  brought  specimens  of 
a  trout  (a  beauty)  and  a  char  from  Norway.  They 
were  much  admired,  and  gave  rise  to  much  useful 
talk.  Next  week  being  Easter,  there  will  be  no 
meeting  on  April  26.  On  May  3  discussion  will  be 
resumed  upon  vaiious  favourite  stations. — H.  P. 
[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
As  customary  at  Easter,  no  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  April  25.  On  Tuesday  next.  May  2,  it  is 
hoped  that  members  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  John  Dryden,  the 
esteemed  hon.  librarian,  who,  to  the  universal 
regret,  has  been  absent  at  recent  meetings,  owing 
to  a  somewhat  serious  illness,  from  which,  however, 
he  is  now  happily  recovering. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  on  April  19  was  presided 
over  by  Vice-President  F.  J.  Hudd.  With  the  sole 
exception  of  failure  in  the  important  matter  of 
renting  an  additional  high-class  water  the  committee 
were  enabled  to  submit  a  very  satisfactory  report 
of  the  past  season's  working,  and  the  report  and 


a  satisfactory  balance-sheet  were  adopted.  The 
officers  retiring  from  office  were  unanimously  re- 
elected as  follows : — Vice  president?  :  Messrs.  F.  J. 
Hudd,  P.  J.  Jagels,  Dr.  A.  Mitcliell ;  treasurer : 
Mr.  T.  Attwood ;  curator :  Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  ; 
librarian:  Mr.  G.  Rayner;  secretary:  Mr.  G. 
Westrup  ;  committee  :  Messrs.  H.  Dunn,  J.  C.  Webb, 
T.  A.  Shaw,  J.  Potter,  A.  Piercy,  and  J.  Parsons. 
The  anr  ual  dinner  has  been  fixed  for  May  17.  [Too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.]  On  April  2(1  Mr.  Potter 
gave  a  most  interesting  paper  dealing  with  out-of- 
the-way  methods  of  "  Roach  Fishing."  The  ground 
was  so  thoroughly  covered  and  the  deductions  so 
ably  drawn  that  discussion  was  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  A  few  members  indulged  in  trout 
fishing  during  the  holidays,  Dr.  A.  Mitchell  record- 
ing fish  of  2  Jib.,  Mr.  Rayner  taking  them  up  to  21b.. 
Mr.  Hersant,  fronn  the  North,  fish  up  to  1  lb.,  and 
Mr.  Dunn  a  number  of  small  fish. — G.  W. 


ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  F.  G.  AND  Others. — The  book  entitled 
"  North  Country  Trout  Flies,"  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  E. 
Pritt,  is  out  of  print. 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebftoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.^ 


friend  of  mine,  an  excellent  sportsman,  but  a  faulty 
ichthyologist.  I  recollect  lie  killed  120  of  them  in 
one  day  with  the  fly;  excellent  they  were  on  the 
table,  but  it  was  a  massacre  of  the  innocents — sea- 
trout  that  had  never  reached  the  sea.  Obviously, 
the  capture  of  the.se  should  be  prevented,  and,  I 
believe,  genei'ally  is  so. 

I  observe,  sir,  that  you  deprecate  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  interfering  in  purely  Scottish  matters.  I 
trust  that  your  protest  will  not  take  effect.  We 
have  derived  too  much  assistance  from  that  ancient 
corporation  in  carrying  the  salmon  laws  into  effect 
to  be  willing  to  lose  their  most  valuable  assistance. 
Unlike  many  of  the  City  companies,  they  still 
actively  befriend  the  industry  to  which  they  trace 
their  origin,  and  so  long  as  Billingsgate  continues 
to  draw  enormous  fish  supplies  from  Scottish  waters, 
it  can  scarcely  be  said  that  the  protection  of  the 
Salmonidce  is  a  purely  Scottish  matter. — Yours 
truly,  Herbert  Maxwell. 

Birnam,  April  22. 

[I  said  I  thought  that  in' the  matter  of  deciding 
the  question  as  to  there  being  no  fresh-run  sea- 
trout  in  Scotland  in  the  spring  should  be  settled  by 
the  Scottish  Fishery  authorities,  and  not  by  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  because  it  seems  more 
reasonable,  but  if  Scottish  anglers  wish  the  company 
to  take  up  the  matter  of  course  no  one  in  England 
need  object.  I  have  often  acknowledged  the  good 
work  done  by  the  Fishmongers'  Comoany. — Ed.] 

UNDRAWN  GUT. 


SEA-TROUT  KELTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  course  of  long  and  assiduous 
observation  in  northern  rivers  I  have  taken  and 
seen  taken  in  the  spring  months  many  hundreds  of 
salmon-trout  {Salmo  trutta)  under  the  names  of 
finnock  and  herling,  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  one 
technically  "seasonable."  They  have  all  been 
either  fish  descending  to  the  sea  after  spawning  or 
smolts  that  have  assumed  the  silvery  jacket  on 
their  first  journey  to  the  sea.  But  I  have  no 
experience  of  tidal  waters,  where  Mr.  Calderwood,  of 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  tells  me  that  the 
"  finnocks"  have  so  far  recovered  condition  as  to  be 
reckoned  rightly  as  clean  fish. 

The  case  is  not  the  same  with  that  most  puzzling 
fish  called  sea-trout  in  the  Tweed,  bull  trout  else- 
whera,  and  variously  classified  as  Salmo  eriox,  cam- 
brensis,  etc.  These  may  be  taken  occasionally  by 
anglers  very  early  in  the  season,  indubitably  fresh 
run.  On  April  3,  1902,  I  killed  one,  weighing 
13ilb.,  on  the  fly  in  the  Cree  (which  flows  into 
Solway  Firth) — a  fish  that  had  been  only  a  few 
hours  in  the  fresh  water.  But  these  are  not  what 
are  most  commonly  known  as  sea-trout  or  salmon- 
trout.  It  is  not  they  which  produce  the  "  finnocks  " 
now  being  taken  by  the  score  in  Scottish  waters. 
Mr.  Calderwood  has  lately  given  the  result  of  his 
examination  of  the  bull  trout  of  the  Tay,  which 
grow  to  a  prodigious  size  (I  have  a  photograph  of 
one  which  weigtied  401b.).  In  his  opinion  they  are 
only  a  spotted  variety  of  the  Atlantic  salmon. 

Well,  as  to  these  finnocks,  whereof  the  capture  is 
regularly  reported  in  the  angling  news,  I  believe 
the  explanation  to  be  as  follows:  Local  fishermen 
maintain  that  they  are  ascending  from  the  sea.  I 
am  confident  that  they  are  not,  but  that  they  are 
the  small  salmon-trout  which  ran  up  in  the  previous 
August  and  September,  weighing  then  |lb.  to  IJlb. 
The  big  fellows — from  21b.  to  61b. — run  in  June  and 
July,  or  as  soon  as  they  can  get  water,  and  have 
long  since  gone  back  to  the  sea. 

I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  enforce  the  letter 
of  the  law  against  the  takers  of  these  fish,  and  for 
the  following  reasons.  First,  because,  unlike  kelt 
salmon,  spawned  salmon-trout  feed  ravenously, 
regain  condition  on  their  way  to  the  sea,  and  afford 
a  wholesome,  if  not  a  very  palatable,  dish.  Nobody 
will  say  as  much  for  a  kelt  salmon  who  has  ever 
tried  its  flesh.  Second,  the  salmon-trout  being 
chiefly  estuaiine  in  its  habits,  its  descending  kelts 
hang  about  the  tidal  waters  for  a  long  time  and 
practically  regain  a  seasonable  condition  there. 
The  line  which  so  sharply  divides  a  clean  salmon 
from  a  kelt  cannot  be  laid  down  so  distinctly  for 
salmon-trout.  Lastly,  the  capture  of  finnocks 
affords  recreation  to  so  many  persons  who.so  means 
do  not  enable  them  to  obtain  sport  of  a  higher 
class  that  salmon  fishers  regard  it  with  an  indulgent, 
even  with  a  sympathetic,  eye.  Moreover,  the 
practice  has  been  tacitly  allowed  from  immemorial 
times,  and  to  attempt  its  suppression  would  cause 
an  undesirable  amount  of  friction.  But  the  ex- 
posure of  these  fish  for  sale  should  be  rigidly 
prohibited.  Within  the  last  fortnight  I  have  seen 
some  indubitable  salmon-trout  kelts  on  the  slab  of 
a  second  or  third-rate  London  fishmonger. 

The  case  of  the  smolts  is  different.  These  also, 
little  fellows  from  Gin.  to  9in.  long,  are  believed  to 
be  ascending  the  rivers  at  this  season.  Many  years 
ago  I  argued  the  contrary  unsuccessfully  with  a 


Dear  Sir, — I  hope  your  correspondent  "  Fair 
Play"  will  pardon  me  if  I  fail  to  reconcile  two 
expressions  in  his  recent  correspondence  with  you. 
In  one  place  he  says,  "  I  charge  very  much  less  "  (for 
the  so-called  undrawn  gut)  "than  what  I  charge  for 
drawn  gut,  one  of  the  strong  recommendations  of 
the  article  being  its  very  moderate  cost "  ;  but  in 
the  other  letter  he  says,  "  drawn  gut,  as  a  rule,  is 
made  from  quite  second-rate  gut,  and  is  passed  five 
or  six  times  through  a  draw-plate,  and  what  is  left 
is  really  just  the  inside  core  of  the  gut;  whereas 
what  we  sent  you  has  all  the  virtues  of  undrawn 
gut  and  the  evenness  and  excellence  of  this  much 
maligned  manufactured  article."  Now,  what  I 
want  to  know  is  how  "  Fair  Play  "  justifies  selling 
the  customer  the  inside  core  of  second-rate  gut  at 
very  much  more  than  gut  in  which  "  many  of  the 
finer  strands  are  not  touched  by  the  draw-plate  at 
all."  The  prices  I  paid  for  the  hanks  sold  to  me 
were  at  the  rate  of  upwards  of  one  penny  a  strand 
— for  2x  and  3x — and  I  shudder  to  think  what  I 
should  have  had  to  pay  had  the  gut  been  the  inside 
core  of  second-rate  gut  passed  j^five  or  six  times 
through  the  draw-plate. 

I  say  nothing  of  the  quality  of  the  gut  supplied 
to  me  as  I  have  not  tried  it  yet ;  but  it  looks  excel- 
lent. I  do  think,  however,  that  I  have  a  right  to 
complain  that  when  I  expressly  ask  for  undrawn 
gut  I  should  be  furnished  with  gut  which  is,  in  fact, 
partially  drawn,  the  drawing  being  so  artistically 
done  that  "  neither  you  nor  any  expert  could  tell 
the  difference." 

I  am  quite  sure  that  "  Fair  Play  "  has  an  entirely 
quiet  conscience  about  his  goods  and  about  his 
trade  methods  ;  but  I  think  it  well  that  he  and  the 
rest  of  the  trade  (who  must  be  taken  to  have  let 
judgment  go  by  default)  should  understand  that 
when  anglers  ask  for  undrawn  gut  they  mean 
preciselj'  what  they  say,  and  not  gut  which,  by  a 
trade  fiction  only,  can  be  called  undrawn.  It  is  to 
bd  hoped  that  some  new  method  of  classifying  may 
be  devised  which  will  give  to  things  names  which 
may  be  understood  in  their  natural  sense  by  the 
inexpert  in  these  matters. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 


SPRING  SEA-TROUT  AND  GREENWELL'S 
GLORY. 

Dear  Sir, — From  your  note  in  your  issue  of 
April  22  you  appear  not  to  be  aware  that  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  have  for  years  past  largely 
interested  themselves  in  putting  down  illegal  prac- 
tices in  Scotland.  Quite  recently  they  have  ob- 
tained several  convictions  in  the  west,  which  cases 
would  otherwise  never  have  been  brought  into 
court.  I  believe  they  have  an  office  and  active 
staff  in  Edinburgh,  and  doubtless  Scottish  anglers 
are  under  heavy  obligations  to  them.  ° 

By  the  way,  I  think  you  make  a  slip  in  the  foot- 
note as  to  Greenwell's  Glory,  in  saying  "  Wings 
should  be  waterhen."  The  following  formula  was 
given  to  me  in  1894  by  your  esteemed  correspondent, 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  who  had  it  directly  from  Canon 
Greenwell  himself :  "  Blackbird  wing  for  wing, 
Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle  for  legs,  body  yellow  tying 
silk  waxed  with  cobbler's  wax.  In  the  Tweed  I 
used  gold  wire,  in  our  smaller  streams  none.  Body 
not  to  be  too  dark — it  should  be  greenish  yellow." 
These  I  understand  to  be  the  ipsissima  verba  of  the 
reverend  canon,  and  so  conclusive. 
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AJJGLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHINO    QUARTERS,  &0. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved   and   free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Eainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery ;  perfect  sanitation.  Route  :  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegrapliic  Address :  "  Macfadyeu,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Boilorgan,  Anglt-sey,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TKOtJT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
Elver,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lalie, 
Ty  Croes)  within  sliort  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
Inclusive.— Apply,JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieut  en  ant,  nobili  ty  and  gentry . 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Lougbs  Conn,  CuUon,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 
 P.  HEALY. 

BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.  Central  for  all  the  Ani'lesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &c.,  fur 
hire.    Charges  modei  ate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  ds.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  B.*.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address,  Mahaqerhss. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel  ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  iu  river  and 
lakes  ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3(1  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,!'.  J.  COTTBELL. 


"■And  here,  and  there  a  lusty  trovt, 
And  here  and  there  a  (iraiiling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE 
SWJLNT  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  BiverTeme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from2^Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E,  MkmiS,  Manager. 


FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Pern.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.  Nine  trout 
lakes  in  immediate  vicinity  of  Hotel. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.  First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.  Moderate  Tariff. 
— For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Proprietob, 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  7d.  per  day.  , 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Cpolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  .Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Over  Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Trout  Fishing 
on  the  Exe  and  Barle.  Every  accom- 
modation at 

CROWN  HOTEL,  EXFORD, 

AND 

SHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON. 

J.  H.  Tarr,  Proprietor. 


REE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLAJLOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
KiUaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


TO  TROUT  ANGLERS, 

Comfortable  Quarters  in  good  Fishing 
District  —  Teviot  and  tributaries.  — 
Address,  Teout,  c/o  Willing's  Adver- 
tising Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CKOOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  ont  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (ftve  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  f  rkk.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


BLACK  FOREST. 


SCHOENAU  BADEN 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 


HOTEL  SONNE. 

With  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park. 
EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  .Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 
  S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

AND  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

E.'icellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MELVIN. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Camping  Hut  to  Let  on  shore  of  lough  ; 
furnished ;  boat ;  terms  moderate.  Also, 
for  August  only,  comfortable  Pishing 
Lodge  on  large  island. — Apply  to  Captain 
E.  A.  Ceoft,  Inish  Keen,  Ballyshannon, 
Co.  Donegal. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike,  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loushs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1}  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Catering 
and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms  on 
application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

M.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


DRUMBEG  HOTEL, 

by  Lairg^,  Sutherlandshire 

(New  JUa^iagenient), 
First  -  rate    PEEE  TROUTING  in 
Various   Lochs.     Good    Sea  Fishing. 
Terms  Moderate. 

Mrs.  Mackenzie,  Lessee. 


ONE  OR  TWO  RODS 

TO  LET 
On  the  Dovey  for  the  Season. 

TROUT  AND  SALMON. 

Apply,  A.  W.  West,  18,  Lowndes  Square, 
London,  S.W. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEKSGILX,,  11,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York, 


Ftead  This. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  zs.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  mriiite   &  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 

The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooldng  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.  First-class  TROUT  FISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors;  also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owenea 
River "  at  5s.  per  day.  Golf  Links 
convenient.  Billiards.  Terms  moderate. 
Apply,  Peopeietoe. 


H.  «jOHi^so:Nr, 

GUT  MERCHANT. 

Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 
BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  GUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 
13  in.,  2/6 ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  In.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  UNDRAWlf  GUT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/8: 
18  in.,  3/- J  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GUT  CASTS,  FIRST  ftUALITY,  1  yard,  1/4  j 

2  yards,  2/6  ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 
BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  ROACH  LINES,  per 
100  yards,  1/6;  BARBEL,  2/-;  PIKE,  3/6. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE    TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 


Nearly  30  years'  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.   Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 


CEROLEUIVI. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  knovra. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TACKLE  DEALERS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Uaker, 

innx^i^iAivi  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

2)eut8cbe  .  . 


Hnglerseitung, 

Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Monthly.  Foreign  Annual  Subscription,  m,  8. 

Address — 

F.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenburger  St.  Ito. 
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I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  waterhen 
wing  will  kill  just  as  well,  and  have  proved  it  on 
the  Deveron,  but  used  as  a  hackle  fly.  Mr.  Walbran 
used  to  dress  it  for  me  under  the  name  of  the 
"gold-ribbed  waterhen."  I  think  Francis  Francis 
gives  the  woodcock  wing,  and  has  doubtless  misled 
many.  See  Mr.  Tod's  excellent  "  Wet-Fly  Fishiag," 
p.  230e<«e3. — Yours  truly,  0.  H.  A.' 

[Much  obliged  to  "  C.  H.  A."  I  know  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  have  done  good  work  in  Scot- 
land ;  my  idea  was  that  if  there  is  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  sea- trout  in  spring,  the 
point  should  be  settled  by  competent  Scottish 
authority,  such  as  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board, 
before  an  English  corporation  intervenes.  But,  as 
I  have  said  in  a  note  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 
letter,  if  Scottish  anglers  want  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  to  act,  of  course  my  objection  loses  much 
weight,  though  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  to  let  our 
Scottish  friend  show  the  way.  Lead  on,  Macduff ' 
—Ed.] 


GREENWELL'S  GLORY. 

Dear  Sib, — Hen  blackbird  wing,  I  think,  for 
Greenwell's  Glory,  not  waterhen.  Francis  Francis 
was  the  sinner  who  put  folks  wrong  by  quoting 
woodcock  as  the  wing.  It  makes  a  good  fly,  but 
not  Greenwell's  Glory.  In  the  summer  months  I 
often  use  starling  wing  and  wax  the  silk  with 
colourless  wax,  and  find  it  makes  a  killing  fly. — 
Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  "  Val  Conson  "  for  putting 
me  right — if  hen  blackbird  is  right.  I  cannot 
remember  what  year  it  was  Canon  Greenwell  gave 
me  the  dressing,  so  I  have  asked  him  kindly  to 
give  it  again. — Ed.] 


SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — With  reference  to  your  note  on 
fresh-run  sea-trout,  on  April  22,  not  running  in  the 
spring,  I  think  we  have  a  small  sea-trout  run  up 
the  Tees,  and  I  am  sending  you  the  head  and  the 
small  roe  found  inside.  I  also  send  two  roes  a  year 
old,  taken  out  of  similar  fish  last  April.  Of  course, 
my  point  is  that  the  small  roe  proves  them  to  be 
fresh  run.  The  fish  out  of  which  these  roes  were 
taken  weighed  only  IJlb.,  .but,  to  my  mind,  were 
pure  sea- trout.  A  year  or  two  ago  I  saw  a  Tees 
angler  with  four  similar  fish  in  June,  about  lilb.  or 
21b.  each. 

The  fish  I  got  to-day  took  a  March  Brown,  and 
led  me  a  nice  dance  for  about  twenty  minutes,  as  I 
hooked  him  over  some  high  willows,  and  the  cast 
was  very  light.  I  don't  wish  to  suggest  we  have  a 
big  run  of  migratory  fish  on  the  Tees  in  the  spring, 
but  occasional  salmon  come  up,  and  why  not  sea- 
trout  ?  Perhaps  small  fish  like  these  are  not  con- 
sidered sea-trout  proper,  and  may  be  identical  with 
the  whitling,  black-tail,  summercock,  morts  and 
other  local  names  of  the  migratory  fish  caught  in 
the  spring  on  other  streams.  I  am  sorry  not  to 
send  you  the  whole  fish,  but  when  we  cut  it  open 
to  examine  it  the  colour  was  so  red  and  the  condi- 
tion so  clean  that  my  wife  said  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  "waste  it." — Yours  truly,     A  Tees  Anglee. 

April  25. 

[The  roe  is  quite  undeveloped — the  head  is  hardly 
enough  to  judge  by.  If  our  correspondent  will  send 
a  fish  I  will  ask  Mr.  Boulenger  kindly  to  examine 
it.  There  is  always  roe  in  some  stage  of  develop- 
ment in  fish. — Ed.] 


AN  ll|oz.  SEA-TROUT  WITH  ROE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  roe  which  I  am  sending  to  you 
in  a  phial  was  taken  from  a  sea- trout  weighing  lljoz., 
caught  in  the  Tay  on  April  19.  How  is  this  to  be 
reconciled  with  the  theory  that  all  sea-trout  found 
in  the  rivers  early  in  the  year  are  kelts  ? — Yours 
truly.  V.  N. 

Tayside,  Dunkeld. 

[The  roe  sent  is  quite  immature  ;  in  fact,  the  eggs 
are  only  just  recognisable  with  the  naked  eye. 
From  the  size  of  the  fish  I  should  doubt  if  it  had 
ever  been  a  kelt. — Ed.] 


^  SPORT  WITH  THE  BLAGDON  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — Fishing  at  Blagdon  Reservoir  on 
April  22,  the  opening  day,  I  had  fine  sport.  The 
following  are  particulars  : — ISin.,  2|lb. ;  24in.,  5Jlb.; 
20in.,  4.ilb. ;  26in.,  7lb.  Ooz. ;  24Jin.,  6|lb.  ;  and 
26in. ,  71b.  They  all  gave  good  sport,  and  in  very 
good  condition.  I  lost  tliree  other  fish.  Total 
weight  331b.  2oz. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Carter  Webber. 

f-S. — I  have  had  them  photographed  for  a  large 
picture;  if  you  would  like  one  to  show  at  the 
Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  I  will  send  one  up. 

[Glad  to  hear  someone  has  had  good  sport  this 
inclement  weather.  I  fear  it  is  too  late  for  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition. — ^Ed,] 


TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS  AND  ATTACH 
MENT  BY  THE  HALF-HITCH  JAM  KNOT. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  last  letter  with 
diagrams  of  my  pattern  of  "  Limerick  "  eyed  hook, 
I  now  enclose  illustrations  showing  how  the  "half- 
hitch  jam  knot  "  is  manipulated. 


-Peinciple  of  "The  Half-Hitch 
Jam  Knot." 
V 

Fig.  A.  shows  the  principle  of  the  knot  as  applied 
to  a  bare  hook.  Tighten  the  coil  round  the  hook 
shank,  and  pull  on  the  main  link,  and  you  have  a 
"jam  knot"  plus  a  "  half-hitch." 


B. — Automatic  Way  of  Tying  the 
"Half-Hitch  Jam  Knot." 

Take  the  fly  in  the  left  hand  with  the  eye  turned 
upwards  (position  shown  in  cut).  Pass  the  gut 
through  the  eye  towards  the  hook-bend,  make  a 
"  half -hitch  " — or  "  half-knot  " — as  represented  Fig. 
B,  and  drawing  in  and  tightening  the  main  link 
with  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  of  the  right  hand, 
and  "humouring"  the  gut  the  while,  push,  with 
the  finger  and  thumb,  the  "noose"  (which  forms 
itself  in  the  act)  over  the  eye,  and  pull  taut.  The 
knot  shown  in  principle  in  Fig.  A  will  then  be  found 
to  have  practically  and  perfectly  arranged  itself 
round  the  neck  of  the  eye,  which  it  "  grips  "  like  a 
vice.  N.B. — The  gut  should  always,  of  course,  be 
properly  soaked. 


"Half-Hitch  Jam  Knot"  Completed. 

This  knot  is,  of  course,  only  applicable  to  my 
own  patterns  of  turn-down  eyed  hooks  with  small 
eyes,  as  generally  used  in  brown  and  sea-trout 
fishing  (or  fishing  with  the  bare  hook),  and  in  sizes, 
say,  from  No.  000  to  about  No.  10  new  scale,  5  old 
scale.  The  eye  is  adapted  to  the  thickness  of  the 
gut  which  is  (or  should  be)  used  with  flies  of 
corresponding  sizes.  The  arriving  at  the  precise 
size,  "set,"  and  "finish"  of  these  eyes  gave  me  an 
infinitude  of  trouble  when  first  starting  the  manu- 
facture, but  I  think  they  are  as  a  rule  now 
thoroughly  "standardised." 

For  large  eyed  hooks,  or  in  the  case  of  the  salmon 
hooks  with  "returned"  eyes,  the  double  or  single 
slip  knot,  with  the  gut  passing  twice  through  the 
eye,  will  stUl  be,  as  heretofore,  the  proper  attach- 
ment. .  .  .  But  I  will  deal  with  salmon  hooks  and 
their  appropriate  knots  in  a  future  letter. 

Although  all  verbal  explanations  of  mechanical 
processes  are  inevitably  somewhat  lengthy,  and  often 
difficult  to  follow,  I  can  assure  your  readers  that 
the  process  of  tying  the  half-hitch  jam  knot  is,  when 
once  mastered,  in  practice  as  "  simple  "  as  A  B  C  ; 
and  that  I  can  cut  off  one  fly  and  attach  another 
(or  the  same  again)  in  a  mere  fraction  of  the  time 
which  it  takes  to  knot  on  the  old-fashioned  "  gut 
fly."  I  hesitate  to  give  the  exact  number  of  seconds 
occupied  in  tying  the  half-hitch  jam  knot — though 
I  have  on  several  occasions  timed  it — and  some- 
where or  other  (very  likely  in  tho  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette)  stated  the  result,  which  I  think 
was  about  twenty  or  thirty  seconds.  Of  course,  in 
the  c\se  ol:  a  re-attachraent  of  the  same  fly  ,  a 
slightly  longer  time  would  have  to  be  allowed,  as 
in  this  case  the  old  knot  has  to  be  removed  before 
the  new  knot  can  be  tied,  as  the  gut  encircles  the 
neck  of  the  fly  with  an  absolute  tenacity.  This 
tenacity,  which  produces  the  "  unslippableness  "  of 
the  knot,  is  such  that  il  have  found  the  assistance 
of  a  small  pair  of  tweezers  almost  essential;  and 
when  I  adopted  the  knot  I  also  adopted  for 
my  own  convenience  a  little  arrangement — sub- 
sequently registered  under  the  name  of  "Gut 
Cutters  and  Pliers" — which  fulfilled  the  triple 
purpose  of  cutting  off  the  old  gut,  clearing 
the  neck  of  the  fly  of  the  old  knot,  and  cutting 
off  any  superfluous  gut  in  the  new  one.  A  sketch 
of  these  "Gut  Cutters  and  Pliers"  (taken 
from  Messrs.  Farlow's  catalogue)  is  here  given 
(reduced  size).  They  are  manufactured  wholesale 
(as  also  all  my  own  patterns  of  eyed  hooks)  by 
Messrs.  William  Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills, 
Redditch,  and  I  see  that  in  many  of  the  illustra- 
tions of  fly-boxes  in  recent  tackle-makers'  cata- 
iOgues,  these  cutters  and  phers  are  shown,  secured 


and  carried  in  the  boxes  themselves,  which  I 
suppose  may  be  taken  to  indicate  that  they  have 
been  found  generally  useful.  Attached  by  a  piece 
of  strmg  or  line  to  the  coat  buttonhole  they  are 
not  at  all  in  the  way,  and  are  certain  to  be  forth- 
coming wlien  wanted ;  and  for  my  own  part  I  may 
say  that  I  should  never  think  of  going  out  fly 
fishing  without  them.  Even  in  the  case  of  the 
ordinary  gut  hooks  they  will  be  found  exceedingly 
convenient  for  cutting  off  spare  ends  of  knots,  etc. 


"Gut-Cutter  and  Pliers." 
(Reduced  size.) 
A,  Tweezers  or  pliers.    B,  Cutters.    C,  Peforation 
for  cord  to  attach  gut-cutters  to  buttonhole. 

The  diagrams  of  the  methods  of  attaching  by  the 
half-hitch  jam  knot  are  taken  from  the  Badminton 
Library  of  Sport,  Vol.  I.,  "Salmon  and  Trout," 
ninth  edition,  by  permission  of  the  publishers, 
Messrs.  Longmans,  Green  and  Co. 

A  word  in  conclusion.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  other  methods  of  attachment  for 
eyed  hooks,  still  less  to  disparage  them  ;  but  so  far 
as  my  own  turn-down  eyed  hooks  are  concerned 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  knot  is  the  absolute 
complement  to  the  hook,  and  that  those  who  use 
one  should,  if  they  wish  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  the 
system,  adopt  the  other  also.  The  hook  and  the 
knot  form  a  perfect  attachment — neat,  unslippable, 
and  ea^y  of  manipulation. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


BASS  FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  visited  Barmouth  three 
seasons,  I  may  with  experience  say  it  is  very 
indifferent.  I  spent  fourteen  days  on  one  occa- 
sion in  September,  and  the  other  visits  were  in 
J uly  in  very  hot  weather.  Whole  days  have  been 
spent  in  a  boat  with  an  experienced  boatman, 
trailing  and  spinning  "with  all  sorts  of  lures  and 
the  finest  tackle  procurable.  Bottom  fishing  is  also 
indifferent.  I  caught  a  few  pollack,  but  were  very 
small.  The  estuary  is  not  much  good  ;  a  few  bass 
run  up  and  hang  about  the  bridge  at  high  water. 
The  two  largest  bass  I  saw  caught  there  weighed 
about  61b.  each,  and  were  taken  in  a  seine-net  a 
little  way  up  the  estuary.  I  don't  say  the  bass  do 
not  visit  Barmoth,  they  do,  but  not  to  feed ;  that 
is  my  experience,  and  others  I  met  there,  too. 
There  is  a  good  pollack  ground  about  nine  miles 
out.  A  large  sailing  boat  is  necessary ;  it  can  be 
got  at  from  Barmouth  or  Towyn;  the  latter  is  a 
far  better  place  for  all-round  sea  angling. — Yours 
truly,  Thos.  Ainsvvobth. 


BASS  FISHING  AT  ABERDOVEY,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Labrax  Lupus,"  it  is 
ten  years  since  I  was  at  Aberdovey.  Up  to  that 
time  the  bass  never  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance 
every  summer ;  they  ran  large  and  afforded  good 
sport.  Large  schools  of  mullet  came  with  them. 
Flounders  also  were  numerous.  In  the  autumn, 
dabs,  plaice,  and  codling  were  to  bo  caught.  Fifteen 
years  ago  it  was  often  ray  good  fortune  to  capture 
sixty  pounds  of  codling  at  a  sitting,  but  probably 
all  this  is  changed  now.  Perhaos  some  angler  who 
has  been  in  the  district  recently  can  tell  us  how 
things  are  at  present.  That  good  old  sportsman 
and  gentleman,  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  used  to  say 
that  Aberdovey  was  one  of  the  best  fishing  harbours 
into  which  he  had  taken  his  yacht.  Aberdovey 
would  be  the  best  place  to  stay  at  as  the  harbour 
can  be  fished  at  any  state  of  the  tide.  Visits  could 
be  made  from  there  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dysynni 
river,  Towyn.  Aberdovey  is  a  charming  spot,  with 
good  golf  links. — Yours  truly.  Luce. 


BASS  FISHING  OFF  THE  WELSH  COAST. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  thank  your  correspondents 
for  their  reolies  to  my  inquiry  on  the  above  subject, 
and  should  like  to  point  out  for  "  D.  M.  A.'s  " 
information  that  I  spent  a  fortnight  last  summer 
at  Barmouth  and  found  the  fishing  very  poor. 
I  tried  all  kinds  of  artificial  spinners,  Devons, 
phantoms,  wagtails,  rubber  sand- eels,  and  natural 
bait-i,  and  although  out  every  day  only  succeeded 
in  killing  three  small  bass,  two  spinning  and  one 
on  ledgei-  tackle.  A  friend  of  mine,  fishing  at  the 
same  place  last  August,  only  got  two  very  small 
pollack  (about  1  lb.  each)  in  ten  days.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  this  very  poor  sport  that  I  wrote 
you  for  information  on  the  subject.  Thanking  you 
for  your  courtesy  in  publishing  my  letter. — Youra 
truly,  L.\BEAx  Lupus. 

Birmingham. 
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BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  WELSH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Labrax  Lupus,"  he 
can  get  excellent  bass  fishing  in  July  at  Colwyn 
Bay  off  the  salmon  stake-nets  either  with  fly, 
minnow,  or  sand-worm — fly  the  beat.  Any  of  the 
boatmen  will  tell  him  the  right  time.  He  can  vary 
his  fishing  by  going  up  the  Conway  for  trout,  and 
if  the  river  is  in  order,  a  salmon  at  Bettws-y-Coed. 
— Yours  truly,  Ernest  Shand. 


BASS  FISHING  ON  THE  WELSH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  correspondent's 
inquiry  re  bass  fishing  on  this  coast,  I  would  suggest 
the  Conway  Estuary  or  the  Menai  Straits  above 
Carnarvon,  especially  the  part  known  as  the 
SwUlies.  The  heaviest  bass  caught  there  last 
summer  weighed  V^lb.,  and  in  the  Conway  41b. 
He  should  stay  at  Llandudno,  try  the  Conway,  and 
failing  the  bass  go  for  the  pollack  fishing  (trolling), 
which  is  very  good  here  in  July.  Fish  are  to  be 
caught  up  to  101b.  Trusting  this  will  be  of  some 
use  to  "  Labrax  Lupus." — Yours  truly, 

HowEL  Jones. 


'.     COMMISSIONS— AND  OTHER  THINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  purposely  refrain  from  dwelling  on 
your  disclaimer  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  22. 
Once  only  a  fishing  tackle  firm  offered  to  build  me 
a  rod  if  I  would  only  let  them  use  ray  name ;  so  I 
am  led  to  fear  that  some  folks  permit  themselves  to 
accept  a  bribe — I  beg  pardon,  1  mean  a  commission 
— for  the  use  oftheir  name.  Think  of  a  sportsman 
doing  such  a  thing !  It  is  quite  as  bad  as  selling 
ones  trout ;  nay,  it  is  ten  times  worse,  bad  as  that 
is.  Sportsmen  should  never  accept  any  baksheesh 
in  any  shape  or  form  for  thair  recommendations. 
Celd  va  sans  dire.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for 
giving  me  a  lead,  for  now  I  am  over  the  fence. 

Then  at  page  285  "  H.  S.  G.,"  in  his  account  of 
"  A  Day's  Experience,"  forgets  to  mention  one 
most  important  fact,  that  is,  whether  he  was 
fishing  on  the  windward  side  of  the  lake  or  on  the 
lee  shore.  For  if  he  was  fishing  on  the  shore 
towards  which  the  wind  was  coming  after  it  had 
crossed  the  lake,  it  is  usual  to  find  the  trout  near 
the  shore.  I  have  sometimes  found  them  take  a  fly 
well  within  a  foot  or  so  of  the  shore,  even  when  I 
was  wading  from  the  same  side,  and  to  leave  out 
that  point  is,  I  think,  rather  a  big  slip  of  memory. 
If  "  H.  S.  G."  had  fished  from  the  opposite  side  of 
course  he  would  have  had  to  throw  a  longer  line, 
especially  if  the  banks  were  high,  as  they  "  catch  " 
the  wind,  and  in  so  doing  leave  a  zone  of  calm  for 
some  distance,  as  the  direct  result  of  this  "shelter 
from  the  stormy  blast." 

I  cannot  say  that  my  own  experience  has  been 
that  the  middle  dropper  is  in  the  worst  position ; 
indeed,  I  must  differ  from  "  H.  S.  G."  as  to  that, 
and  I  have  caught  a  few  trout  in  my  day. 

I  agree,  however,  with  him  that  "  observation  " 
is  an  important  part  of  the  fisherman's  qualifications 
and  equipment. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


HACKLES  IN  FLOATING  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  by  your  notes 
on  Hardy's  and  Farlow's  floating  flies  in  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  of  April  15  (though  after  reading  them  I 
was  half  inclined  to  keep  back  my  case  of  dry  flies, 
which  with  others  was  just  off  to  Earl's  Court),  and 
am  glad  to  find  that  one  of  the  high  priests  of 
fishing  thinks  as  I  do  about  the  hackles  of  May 
Flies.  All  the  bought  Drakes  are  smothered  in 
hackle,  which,  as  you  say,  makes  them  fall  over  on 
the  water.  It  is  quite  easy  to  dress  May  Flies  so 
that  they  cannot  sink;  so  that  there  ii  no  excuse 
for  the  centipede  sort  on  the  ground  that  the 
excess  of  hackle  makes  them  float  better.  I  have 
dressed  mine  with  a  blue-green  or  natural  blue 
honey  dun  shoulder  hackle,  and  one  and  a  half 
turns  (one  above  and  two  below)  of  jay  dyed  in 
canary  at  the  head.  The  green  and  black  on  these 
few  fibres  give  a  "jointed"  appearance,  I  think,  to 
the  legs,  which  looks  very  natural,  looked  at  from 
below  through  water,  though  not,  perhaps,  when 
seen  against  white  paper  (which  is  not  the  fish's 
view  of  a  fly).  The  partridge  hackles  give  this 
joint-like  appearance  to  some  extent  (though  not  so 
well  as  the  jay),  but  are  very  bad  for  sticking 
together  when  wet,  which  the  jay  feather  is  not. 
This  sticking  together  would,  however,  be  to  a 
great  extent  obviated  if  the  hackle  were  put  on 
with  more  moderation  than  is  usually  the  case 
with  bought  May  Flies.— Yours  truly, 

Frank  Wemyss  (Captain). 

FREE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING  IN  THE 
KEN  NET  AT  NEWBURY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  article  on  "  Free  and  Payment 
Pishing  on  the  Kennet "  where  it  deals  with  Newbury 
district  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  15  is  rather 
inaccurate,  and  would  be  misleading  to  strangers. 
The  portion  of  the  river  marked  from  figures  7  to 


10  as  belonging  to  the  Newbury  Angling  Association 
is  the  free  fishing  water  of  the  Borough  of  Newbury, 
and  is  not  in  any  way  controlled  by  the  rules  of 
the  association.  It  is  very  hard  fished  legally  and 
illegally,  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  any  sport  worth 
mentioning.  Good  fish,  especially  trout,  are  still 
to  be  had  there  it  is  true,  but  for  the  most  part 
they  fall  victims  to  night  lines  or  other  foul  methods 
of  capture.  There  is  a  strong  movement  on  foot 
at  the  present  time  to  try  and  put  the  fishing  to 
rights,  and  do  something  for  the  improvement  and 
preservation  of  it.  The  part  from  figures  1  to  3 
does  not  join  on  at  Bull's  Lock  as  shown  in  the 
sketch,  but  is  at  Aldermaston,  the  Crookham, 
Thatcham,  and  Midgham  waters  intervening. 
Intending  visitors  for  angling  purposes  had  better 
make  pretty  sure  of  the  part  of  the  river  they  intend 
to  fish,  or  they  may  find  themselves  either  in  diffi- 
culties or  with  a  very  light  creel  as  far  as  fish  are 
concerned  to  return  home  with. — Yours  truly, 

Retlaw. 


"AN  INTERESTING  SALMON  DISCOVERY." 

D  EAR  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  invitation  to  adduce 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  migration  to  and  return 
from  the  sea  of  smolts,  grilse,  etc.,  of  the  theory, 
that  is,  which  I  formulated  in  the  Times  some  forty 
years  ago  and  have  since  frequently  repeated,  I 
have  pleasure  in  referring  your  correspondents  to 
"  The  Stormontfield  Experiment  of  the  Salmon," 
where  full  proofs  of  the  facts  are  published,  and  in 
the  most  positive  and  convincing  form — namely, 
a  detailed  "official"  record  of  the  history  of 
smolts  actually  marked  when  descending  to  the  sea 
and  verified  on  their  return  from  it,  sometimes  (as 
grilse)  during  the  same  year,  and  sometimes  the 
following  year  as  small  spring  salmon.  ' 

I  must  aoologise  for  any  aoparent  discourtesy  in 
not  answering  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  letter  on  this 
subject  in  your  issue  of  April  1,  but  my  attention 
was  not  called  to  it  until  a  day  or  two  ago. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


ON  THE  NUMBERING  OF  HOOKS  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  favour  to  hand,  we 
are  not  prepared  on  our  own  initiative  to  alter  stylo 
of  numbering  fish  hooks.  The  majority  of  our 
customers  are  accustomed  to  the  old  Kendal  scale, 
and  would,  we  think,  resent  any  attempt  on  our 
part  to  foist  on  them  a  fresh  system  of  doubtful 
advantage. 

We  have  watched  the  correspondence  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  with  some  amount  of  interest,  but 
unfortunately,  owing  to  non-receipt  of  last  week's 
copy,  have  not  been  able  to  keep  up  to  date.  Some 
weeks  ago  a  correspondent  said  something  to  the 
effect  that  "  if  only  anglers  would  combine  and  agree 
on  one  uniform  scale,  the  makers  of  hooks  would  be 
compelled  to  conform  " — there  is  the  case  in  a  nut- 
shell. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  anglers  do  not  agree, 
each  wants  to  continue  using  the  scale  to  which  he 
has  been  accustomed,  and  makers  must  needs  com- 
ply. We  frequently  number  according  to  the 
Redditch  scale,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  any 
of  the  Redditch  makers  are  prepared  to  supply  to 
the  Kendal  scale,  judiciously  catering  to  market 
requirements. 

In  the  matter  of  measurements,  some  years  ago 
we  made  an  attempt  to  arrange  the  sizes  of  Limerick 
hooks  by  parts  of  inches.  Assuming  that  the  old 
sizes  had  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  those 
most  necessary,  and  that  any  attempt  to  introduce 
a  new  set  of  numbers  would  tend  only  to  aggravate 
the  confusion,  our  object  was  to  grade  the  scale 
without  unduly  interfering  with  the  existing  sizes. 
To  complete  the  gradation  while  retaining  all  the 
old  sizes  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  a  few  half 
sizes  into  the  Kendal  scale.  Theoretically  we  were 
unable  ti  include  one  of  I  jin.  without  upsetting  the 
scheme,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  No.  11  ^  or  12 
would  serve. 

We  enclose  a  print  showing  how  the  sizes  are 
arranged  ;  the  term  "  Rational  "  was  applied  by  Sir 
H.  Maxwell,  when  the  idea  was  bi-ought  to  his  notice. 
We  make  our  Limerick  hooks  to  these  measurements, 
and  see  no  reason  why  they,  or  some  similar  ones, 
should  not  serve  for  Rounds,  Snecks,  Kirbys,  and 
all  other  shapes  of  fly-hooks  numbered  in  this  way, 
or  the  Redditch  way  from  10-0  down,  or  from  1  to 
30  up  or  down  the  scale,  if  only  anglers,  tackle  and 
liook  makers,  and  all  whom  it  may  concern  could 
agree  as  to  which  has  to  be  the  scale. — Yours  truly, 

Kendal.  Hutchinson  and  Son. 


^WATERPROOF  DRESSING  FOR  LEATHER.'] 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Pearson's 
(juery  regarding  the  above  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  my  experience  in  tliis  matter. 
When  living  in  the  country  I  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunities and  of  incitements  to  study  this  question, 
and  these  are  the  results  of  my  experiments : — 


1.  Never  use  any  kind  of  dressing  on  dry  leather. 
Let  it  be  appreciably  damp,  if  not  moist. 

2.  Animal  fats  are  to  be  preferred  to  vegetable  or 
mineral  one?. 

3.  The  addition  of  |,birch  tar  appears  to  be  an 
important  feature  in  all  the  "dubbins"  which  I 
have  been  successful  with. 

I  give  hereunder  some  of  the]  best  receipts  which 
I  am  acquainted  with  : — 

(a)  Tallow,  21b.;  train  oil,  21b.;  birch  tar,  lib. 
Let  these  ingredients  simmer  gently  over  a  moderate 
fire  from  five  to  ten  minutes,  stirring  them  well  all 
the  time,  and  taking  care  that  they  do  not  catch 
fire.  When  ready,  pour  the  stuff  into  small  glazed 
earthenware  pots,  the  mouths  of  which  close  with 
pieces  of  bladder  (softened  in  lukewarm  water) 
bound  tightly  with  string  round  the  rim  of  the 
mouth.    To  be  kept  in  a  cool  place. 

(6)  Tallow,  21b.;  birch  tar,  l|lb. ;  beeswax  (not 
"  ozokerite,"  et  hoc  genus  omne),  from  21b.  to  2^1b.  -i 

(c)  When  living  in  the  district  of  Serdobsk  (Pro- 
vince Saratov)  in  the  eighties  I  used  to  dress  my 
boots  with  a  dubbin  macle  in  a  somewhat  "  rule-of- 
thumby  "  fashion.  Tallow  and  "  harness  dressing  " 
were  melted  together  in  such  a  proportion  as  to 
give,  when  quite  cold,  an  ointment  of  the  consistency 
of  softish  butter.  The  "harness  dressing" — which 
I  bought  quite  ready  at  the  harness  maker's, 
Malyshev,  in  Saratov — consisted,  as  far  as  I  could 
ascertain  de  visu,  of  train  oil  with  an  admixture  of 
birch  tar  (in  the  proportion  of  two  parts  train  oil  to 
one  part  of  tar,  or  three  parts  of  the  former  to  one 
part  of  the  latter). 

I  think,  however,  that  the  most  important  point 
— independently  of  the  composition  used,  as  long 
as  it  is  not  an  utter  fraud — is  to  dress  the  boots 
while  the  leather  is  still  moist — such  is,  at  any 
rate,  my  personal  impression,  based  on  a  good 
many  experiments.  When  getting  my  leather  boots 
ready  for  the  "  snow-slush  "  season  I  always  made 
a  point  to  have  them  soaked  thoroughly  (on  their 
trees)  in  lukewarm  water.  After  a  thorough  soaking 
they  were  treated  to  a  thorough  kneading,  and 
then  after  a  short  space  of  time — barely  sufficient 
to  allow  the  surface  of  the  leather  to  dry  slightly 
(say,  one  to  two  hours,  in  the  shade) — to  a  good 
rubbing  in  of  the  preparation.  This  treatment  I 
found  made  them  as  impervious  to  wet  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  leather  boots. 

I  may  add  that  under  the  name  of  "tallow"  I 
speak  of  the  hard  fat  ("inner  fat,"  as  we  call  it  in 
this  country)  which,  I  believe,  you  call  "  suet " 
before  it  has  been  melted.  Some  give  the  preference 
to  tallow  obtained  from  horned  cattle,  others  to 
that  from  a  sheep,  and  some  swear  by  "  piggy."  I 
used  chiefly  mutton  suet,  sheep  breeding  being  one 
of  the  most  important  branches  of  rural  industry 
in  the  locality  where  I  lived  at  the  time. 

I  trust  that  the  above  may  be  of  some  use  to 
Mr.  Pearson,  and  perhaps  to  other  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.- — Yours  truly, 

St.  Petersburg,  April  4.     Paul  Tchehkassov. 


CAN  AMATEURS  TAKE  CASH  PRIZES  ? 

Dear  Sib, — As  the  time  is  approaching  when 
angling  S3cieties  will  be  distributing  the  prizes  won 
during  the  past  season,  I  would  be  obliged  if  you 
could  let  me  know  whether  anyone  is  debarred  from 
entering  future  competitions  as  an  "  amateur " 
(that  is,  if  he  becomes  a  professional  fisherman)  in 
the  following  circumstances:— 

1.  To  accept  a  cash  prize  from  the  society  of 
which  he  is  a  member. 

2.  To  accept  a  cash  prize  from  a  society  of  which 
he  is  not  a  member. 

3.  To  accept  a  cash  prize  under  any  CDnditions. 

As  it  appears  to  be  the  custom  among  working- 
men  societies  to  award  prizes  in  cash,  I  think  the 
matter  one  worthy  of  discussion.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

Junior  Piscatob. 

[There  is  no  generally  recognised  law  on  this 
point.  Many  amateurs  go  in  for  sweepstakes  in 
golf,  for  instance.  In  America  an  amateur  who 
takes  a  money  prize  loses  his  status ;  but  in  this 
country  there  aipears  to  be  no  such  excellent  hard- 
and-fast  general  rule.  Some  clubs  make  it  a  rule 
that  no  amatsur  may  take  a  money  prize.  If  there 
is  no  such  rule  it  appears  to  be  at  least  douUtful 
whether  taking  a  money  prize  constitutes  the  taker 
a  "  pro."    I  should  say  not,  though  it  is  a  pity  it  is 

not. — Ed.]   

"CHUB  TAKES  A  GUDGEON." 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  "  Chub  takes  a 
Gudgeon"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  I,  page 
237,  if  you  care  to  publish  it,  it  may  interest  Mr. 
Legard  to  know  that  a  member  of  our  association 
caught  at  Boroughbridge  with  a  4iin.  gudgeon  a  chub 
weighing  31b.,  which  is  now  being  set  up. — Yours 
truly,  H.  Atkinson,  Secretary 

Whitehouse  Angling  Association. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Some  Capital  "Home-Made"  Flies. 
Miss  Evelyn  Y.  Paynter,  8,  Trafalgar-terrace, 
St.  Mary  Church-road,  Torquay,  sends  me  some 

very  nice  home-made  trout  flies,  namely  

Orange  Sedge, 
Hare's  Ear  Sedge, 
Olive  Quill,  and 
Wickham'a  Fancy, 
on  eyed  hooks  and  on  gut.  If  with  double  material 
in  each  wing,  which  la  best  for  wear,  the  price  is 
23.,  or  Is.  6d.  on  gut. 

I  am  giving  Miss  Paynter's  flies  a  place  of 
honour  m  the  most  untidy  fly  book  in  the  world, 
without  which  I  never  feel  happy  by  the  water- 
side. It  looks  awfully  neat  outside,  but  a  tidy 
angler  who  opened  it  by  mistake  one  day  nearly 
had  a  fit.  There  must  be  thousands  of  flies,  all  on 
eyed  hooks,  stuck  in  anyhow,  but  I  can  always 
find  what  I  want,  and  have  steadily  refused  to 
allow  It  to  be  "put  tidy. '.2  I  know  that  often 
when  I  am  looking  for  something  for  that  fellow 
who  keeps  making  such  boils  at  flies  over  on  the 
other  side,  when  I  come  on  one  of  Miss  Paynter's 
Ohve  Quills  or  Orange  Sedges,  etc.,  I  shall  put  it 
on  with  full  confidence  that  if  the  fish  will  not  take 
it,  it  is  not  Ji&r  fault. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  6,  1905. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


English  Fly  Fishing  Record. 
On  Tuesday,  May  2,  Messrs.  M.  R.  L.  White  and 
R.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Qub,  caught 
ID  a  reservoir  in  the  West  of  England,  on  the  fly, 
what  IS  undoubtedly  the  EngUsh  trout  record. 
Their  total  bag  was  twenty  fish  (the  maximum 
allowed  to  each  angler  being  ten  fish)  of  the  follow- 
ing weights:   7ilb.,  5flb.,  51b.,  4ilh.,  «lb.  41b., 

ini:  ^IIk-  ^tl^'  'i^^-'  ^^'b-'  4ilb.,'4ilb.,'5ilb: 
4ilb.,  31b.,  4flb.,  3ilb.,  4|lb.,  41b. -equals  931b 
nearly.  Mr.  White  had  the  unique  experience  of 
two  fish  of  51b.  and  about  81b.  on  at  the  same 
time.  The  8-pounder  hooked  on  the  dropper 
broke  away,  the  51b.  fish  being  brought  to  bank 
The  fish  were  all  caught  before  5  p.m.,  and  without 
doubt  many  more  would  have  been  captured,  as 
when  fishing  ceased  the  trout  were  rising  well. 


The  International  Fishing  Match. 

The  EngUsh  and  French  anglers  who  met 
together  recently  to  have  a  friendly  match  seem, 
at  any  rate,  to  have  had  a  very  enjoyable  time. 
The  "Prize  of  honour  "fell  to  a  French  angler, 
M.  Tiberghien,  who  caught  seventy-seven  fish 
weighing  about  60oz.  We  hope  that  the  English 
anglers  explained  to  then:  French  confreres  that  it 
would  be  better  in  the  interests  of  sport  and 
for  the  improvement  of  fishing  if  such  contests 
were  not  held  in  the  middle  of  the  spawning 
season,  and  that  some  fixed  limit  in  size  of  fish 
should  be  adopted.  At  one  time  French  laws  were 
very  severe  on  all  who  took  fish  in  the  spawning 
season,  but  this  healthy  state  of  things  no  longer 
prevails,  and  the  attempts  of  French  sportsmen  to 
get  protection  for  the  fish  have  not  been  successful, 
nor  are  they  likely  to  be  when  fishing  in  the 
spawning  season  is  countenanced  and  supported  by 
French  Government  authorities. 


Mr.  H.  A.  Roit's  New  Book  on  the  Grayling. 

Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
will  publish  shortly  an  enlarged  illustrated 
edition  of  IVIr;  Roit's  «  Grayling  Fishing  in  South 
Country  Streams,"  at  5s.  net.  The  matter  has 
been  carefully  revised  and  brought  thoroughly  up 
to  date.  A  chapter  is  specially  devoted  to  the' con- 
sideration of  the  question  at  present  exercismg  the 
minds  of  owners  and  lessees  of  trout  waters, 
whether  graylmg  are  harmful  or  otherwise  in  such 
streams.  The  book  is  eminently  practical,  and 
deals  exhaustively  with  the  manner  of  fishing  for 
grayling  as  practised  in  the  south— that  is,  with 
the  artificial  fly.  As  the  literature  of  the  grayling 
is  of  an  exceedingly  limited  character,  the  new 
book  should  be  largely  read. 


Windermere  and  District  Angling  Association. 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Winder- 
mere and  District  Angling  Association  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  the  great  hatchery  is  already  at 
work,  and  that  the  funds  are  in  a  very  satisfactory 
condition.  I  give  some  extracts  from  the  report 
on  another  page,  and  wish  the  association  every 
success. 

YoTTNo  Chab  Eating  Char  Eggs. 
It  is  very  interesting  to  learn  from  the  report 
that  the  association  is  hatching  char,  and  that 
when  netting  for  them  they  caught  several  six -inch 
char  full  of  eggs,  which  they  had  devoured. 

Sport  on  the  Coquet  and  AIn. 
On  good  authority  I  hear  that  one  well-known 
local  angler  had  two  brace  of  Coquet  trout 
{S.  fario)  weighing  ISJlb.,  which  is  very  big  for 
the  Coquet.  In  the  Ahi  a  trout  of  4i^lb.  and  several 
of  from  21b.  to  31b.  have  been  taken.  I  am  told 
that  if  some  Coquet  anglers,  who  take  what  they 
call  clean  salmon,  do  not  look  out  they  will  be 
prosecuted  for  taking  well-mended  kelts.  It  is 
said  that  no  fresh  run  salmon  are  ever  seen  in 
Coquet  before  July  in  any  year.  What  does  Mrj 
Murton,  of  Newcastle,  say  to  this  ? 

The  "Pine"  Dapping  Hook  for  May  Fly.  etc. 

Messrs.  Ogden-Smith,  of  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
have  made  for  Mr.  David  Pine  a  first-rate  hook  for 
use  in  dappmg  with  the  natural  May  Fly.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  perfect  hook,  small  in  the 
bend,  long  in  the  shank,  and  strong  enough  in  the 
wire  not  to  open  out.  Mr.  Pine  fishes  the  West- 
meath  Lakes  every  year,  and  he  finds  this  hook 
answers  admirably.  I  like  it,  and  have  asked 
Messrs.  Ogden-Smith  to  dress  me  a  dozen  G.O.M. 
May  Flies  with  olive  hackle  and  a  dozen  ditto 
with  red  hackle  on  this  hook,  and  if  they  cannot 
get  it  with  tumed-up  metal  eye  in  tune  to  put  a 
small  gut  eye. 


The  Artificial  May  Fly  on  the  Irish  Lakes. 

A  correspondent  who  fishes  the  Irish  lakes  in 
Alay  Fly  time  writes  to  me : — 

"  Some  two  or  three  months  ago  in  the  Fishing 
(^azeUe  I  was  very  glad  to  see  that  you  doubted  the 
statement  that  it  was  no  use  fishing  the  artificial 
fly  during  the  May  Fly  rise  on  Irish  lakes,  and  said 
you  would  probably  be  over  there  to  try  this  season 
As  I  have  tried  the  dry-fly  on  Lough  Arrow  for 
three  seasons,  I  give  you  my  experience.  A  well- 
dressed  floating  hackle  fly— either  Green  or  Grey 
Drake— the  trout  will  take  well,  and  give  most 
mterestmg  fishing,  especially  on  still  evenings. 

"The  reason  why  the  trout  are  said  not  to  take 
the  artificial  is  because  they  have  never  been  given 
a  fau-  chance  at  it.  The  boatmen  only  know  how 
to  drift  a  boat  and  to  '  dap,'  and  for  dry-fly  work 
you  do  not  want  a  party  in  the  boat— one  to  fish 
and  one  to  handle  the  boat.  It  requires  patience, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  trouble  and  care  f 
enclose  a  fly  of  the  type  I  use.  A  good  Grey 
Urake  pattern  is  wanted,  as  the  trout  often'  take 
Dnly  the  grey  fly— white  body  and  dark  mallard 
iStiff  feather)  do  as  well  as  any  I  have  tried  yet. 
It  is  little  use  casting  anywhere  in  a  lake— you 
must  fish  rising  and  feeding  fish.  They  have  their 
regular  beats  you  will  find  if  you  watch  carefully  " 


The  Small  Sedge. 
^'Val  Conson'-  writes: — 

"Curiously  enough,  about  three  o'clock  last 
Friday  (Aprfl  28),  at  the  very  hour  when  the 
Ftslung  Gazette  was  being  published,  I  was  proving 
the  truth  of|  your  comment  about  the  small  sedge 
m  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  AprU  29.  The  trout 
were  despising  all  imitations  of  duns,  but  finding  a 
good  fish  m  position  to  feed  under  a  footbridge 
about  eighteen  inches  above  the  water,  I  gave  him 
m  ten  or  twelve  successive  casts,  all  happily 
executed  with  a  Hare's  Ear  Sedge  on  a  No.-  1  hook, 
the  impression  of  a  sudden  rise  of  Sand  Fly,  and 
finally  he  came  up  and  took  it  with  touchmg  con- 
fidence. He  was  furious,  and  dashed  up  under  the 
hedge,  whipped  round  something,  and  smashed  me 
with  a  suddenness  which  was  startling. 

"  Touching  the  use  of  seaUs  fur  for  flies,  I  have 
not  come  across  any  eariier  mention,  though  pig's 
wool  (or  hog's  down,  as  it  is  called)  is  mentioned 
eighty  years  or  so  earlier,  if  not  more.': 

How  TO  Tie  Tkout  axd  Graylisg  FLIES.-Jfow  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
F,^hi7ig  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 
the  Second  Edition  of  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  " 
By  H.  G.  McCleUand.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
wntten  on  the  subject."— J'isAin^  Gazette 


The  Late  Mr.  G.  W.  Nicol,  of  Aberdeen. 

I  much  regret  to  see  that  very  good  sportsman 
and  well-known  Dee  salmon  angler,  Mr.  G.  W.  Nicol, 
died  last  week  as  the  result  of  an  operation— he 
was  at  busmess  only  a  day  or  two  before.  Mr. 
Nicol  had  written  to  me  only  on  April  24  to  ask  if 
I  was  aware  that  someone  had  stated  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  once  last  year,  and  again  more  recently  this 
year,  that  he  had  captured  some  of  his  salmon  with 
the  worm.  The  report  did  not  come  from  our 
regular  reporter,  and  I  very  much  regret  that  the 
Fishing  Gazette  should  have  been  made  the  medium 
for  the  perpetration  of  a  silly  joke,  or  possibly  for 
the  spite  of  someone  who  imagined  he  had  been 
offended  by  Mr.  Nicol,  who  was  the  truest  of 
sportsmen  and  the  fairest  of  fishermen. 

The  Record  Tarpon. 

I  see  from  a  very  nicely  illustrated  catalogue  of 
their  celebrated  "Leonard-'  rods  and  fishing 
tackle,  sent  me  by  Messrs^  WilUam  Mills  &  Son, 
21,  Park-place,  New  York,  that  they  give  the 
record  tarpon  as  one  of  2131b.,  taken  by  Mr.  N.  M. 
George  at  Bahia  Hunda,  April  8,  1901.  It  is  a 
novelty  to  find  illustrations  of  dry  flies  in  an 
American  catalogue,  and  interesting  to  see  the 
points  on  which  American  tackle  differs  from  ours, 
chiefly  in  baits,  rod  rings,  and  winches.  Messrs.; 
Mills  supply  outfits  for  tarpon  and  tuna  fishing,  as 
well  as  for  all  other  American  salt  and  freshwater 
fishing. 


The  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's 
Court 

As  already  aimounced  this  exhibition  will  be 
opened  to-day  (Saturday,  May  6)  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  and  Sheriffs  m  state.  I  shall 
have  something  to  say  about  it  in  next  week's 
issue. 


Ruinous  Effect  of  Stake-Nets  or  Stationary  Nets 
on  the  Coast. 

The  use  of  nets  fixed  to  stakes  to  intercept  and 
catch  fish  is  probably  "as  old  as  Adam."  They 
have  been  used  by  civilised  and  uncivilised  races 
all  over  the  worid  for  thousands  of  years.  But  the 
use  of  staked  nets  along  the  shores  of  the  United 
Jimgdom  IS  a  modem  invention  for  destroying  fish 
wholesale.  As  Russel  poiited  out  in  his  book  on 
"The  Salmon  '  in  1864,  the  chief  aim  of  legisla- 
tion  on  the  subject,  both  in  England  and  Scotland, 
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from  Magna  Charta  downwards  has  been  to  prevent 
the  raising  of  "  standing  gear '-  in  "  the  run  of  the 
fish,"  but  this  prohibition  did  not  extend  to  the 
sea  coast,  partly,  perhaps,  because  that  was  not 
then  known  to  be  the  "run  of  the  fish,"  and  partly 
because  no  sort  of  engine  had  at  that  time  been 
invented  capable  of  standing  and  acting  effectively 
in  the  open  sea.  It  has  since,  however,  been  dis- 
covered— and  most  diligently  has  the  discovery 
been  put  to  use — that  the  sea  coast  is  almost  as 
much  the  course  of  the  fish  (salmon)  as  is  the 
channel  of  the  river  or  estuary.  Fixed  nets  were 
erected  in  the  Firth  of  the  Tay  in  1799,  and  after 
much  legislation  were  finally  declared  illegal  in  1S12. 

The  following  figures — being  an  abstract  of 
returns  for  two  fisheries  forming  in  value  a  half 
of  the  whole  Tay,  and  situated  immediately  above 
the  highest  of  the  fixed  net  fisheries— tell  their  own 
story  very  forcibly:— In  the  ten  years,  1788-97, 
before  stake-nets  were  used  108,747  salmon  and 
22,107  grilse  were  taken.  In  the  ten  years,  1801-10, 
during  time  stake-nets  were  used,  66,900  salmon 
and  24,300  grilse  were  taken.  In  the  ten  years, 
1815-24,  when  the  stake-nets  were  prohibited, 
113,168  salmon  and  112,204  grilse  were  taken. 

This  result  has  followed  wherever  stake -nets  have 
been  allowed  to  do  their  deadly  work  unrestricted. 
Unfortunately,  as  Mr.  Francis  Ley  convincingly 
proved  in  the  case  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk,  the  law 
against  stake-nets  is  not  enforced  as  it  should  be, 
and  all  kinds  of  dodges  are  resorted  to  for  con- 
verting what  are  ostensibly  free  nets  into  fixed 
engines.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  until  salmon  are 
allowed  a  free  run  along  the  coasts  and  a  fair  run 
into  our  rivers — so  that  a  fair  proportion  can 
spawn— there  will  be  no  improvement  in  our 
salmon  fisheries. 

Fixed  Engines  Scotched  but  not  Killed. 

The  evidence  from  all  parts  of  England  laid 
before  the  English  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  (1860) 
was  so  strong  that  they  reported:  "We  are  pre- 
pared, after  a  full  consideration  of  the  case,  to 
recommend  the  total  suppression  of  all  fixed 
engines  " ;  and  in  the  same  year  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords — appointed  in  the  interest  and 
on  the  instigation  of  the  owners  of  fixed  engines — 
also  reported  in  favour  of  abolition.  In  1861  the 
famous  Act  was  passed  which  made  all  fixed 
engines  in  England  and  Wales  illegal,  with  the 
exception  of  fishing  weirs  and  fishing  mill  dams, 
and  of  "any  ancient  right  or  mode  of  fishing  as 
lawfully  exercised  at  time  of  passing  of  this  Act, 
by  any  person,  in  virtue  of  any  grant  or  charter, 
or  immemorial  usage.'-i 

Want  of  Money  the  Root  or  cue  Fishery 
Evils. 

In  his  interesting  report,  dated  Board  of  Trade, 
April  8,  1889,  Mr.  A,-  D.  Berrington  pomted  out  the 
weak  point  in  our  salmon  fishery  legislation — 
namely,  the  omission  to  provide  Boards  of  Con- 
servators with  any  source  of  income.  They  are 
without  any  "wisible  means  of  support.''  In  old 
districts,  where  salmon  were  numerous,  the  revenue 
from  licences  sufficed  to  some  extent.  At  the 
present  time  many  of  these  old  Boards  derive  most 
of  their  income  from  trout  angling  licences,  and 
they  do  practically  nothing  for  the  interests  of 
trout  anglers.  This  question  of  funds  is  the  greatest 
problem  which  salmon  fishery  legislation  of  the 
future  wUl  have  to  deal  with.  The  proposal  made 
in  the  last  Salmon  Fisheries  Improvement  Bill — 
namely,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  through 
which  a  salmon  river  runs  should  find  the  money 
to  protect  and  improve  it — has  only  one  objection, 
but  it  is  a  fatal  one — the  salmon  will  become 
extinct  before  it  becomes  law. 

How  TO  Peovide  Funds. 
If  this  country  wants  to  preserve  and  improve 
its  salmon  and  other  fisheries,  it  will  have  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  United  States  and  British  North 
America  and  provide  the  necessary  funds  out  of 
the  national  purse.  There  is  no  other  way.  It 
would  be  very  interesting  if  some  member  of 
Parliament  would  move  for  a  return  of  all  the 
recommendations  which  have  been  made  by  our 
fisheries  inspectors  since  the  Act  of  1861  was 
passed  with  a  note  of  what  happened  in  each  case 
in  consequence.  Beyond  shifting  close  times  I 
fear,  as  Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say,  "  mighty  little  'i 
— from  no  fault  on  the  part  of  our  fishery  inspectors. 
As  one  of  them  said  to  me,  "no  funds'!  ought  to 
be  printed  in  large  type  on  all  our  fishery  depart- 
ment reports  and  other  documents. 


How  Conseevatoes  aee  Appointed. 
The  formation  of  a  Board  of  Conservators  is 
permitted  but  not  made  compulsory  by  our  laws. 
The  justices  (County  Council)  of  a  county  may 
apply  to  "the  powers  that  be"  at  Whitehall  to 
form  a  Board  of  Conservators.  But  if  the  county 
does  not  want  one  there  is  no  law  to  compel  them 
to  form  one.  Having  allowed  the  formation  of  a 
Board,  the  law  says  "  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  Board 
of  Conservators  to  pay  any  member  of  the  Board 
any  salary,  fees,  or  other  remuneration  for  his 
acting  in  any  way  as  a  member  of  or  under  the 
Board  '^ — they  don't  even  get  "  board  wages.'J 

Real  Cause  op  Neglect  of  oue  English 

Salmon  Fisheries. 
Why  is  Parliament  so  stingy  in  the  matter  of  our 
English  and  Welsh  salmon  fisheries?  We  get  a 
little  light  on  the  subject  when  we  apply  the  £  s.  d. 
test.  Mr.  Berrington,  in  the  report  I  have  referred 
to,  said  it  was  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  value  of  the 
salmon  produced  by  England  and  Wales  annually, 
and  he  thought  £200,000 — a  figure  given  by  a 
previous  inspector — was  too  high.  But  taking  that 
figure  and  estimating  roughly  that  the  fish  average 
101b.  each,  worth,  say,  2s.  per  lb.,  we  get  £1  per  fish, 
or  2,000,0001b.  of  salmon  to  divide  among  some 
40,000,000  people.  By  the  time  the  fish  are  cleaned 
and  boiled  this  leaves  us  each  about  \oz.  per  annum 
for  all  but  the  babies.  The  moral  is  the  old  one, 
De  minimis  non  curat  lex.  Parliament  does  not 
bother  about  English  salmon  because  English  salmon 
is  not  worth  bothering  about.  Fortunately  for  us 
our  American  and  Canadian  friends  have  plenty  of 
salmon — they  eat  what  they  can  and  can  what  they 
can't,  as  some  wag  said.  It  is  the  same  with  nearly 
all  our  food. 

But  for  foreign  meat  and  foreign  bread. 
We  English  people  would  all  be  dead. 

R.  B.  Marston, 


WHEEE  TO  GO  FOE  TEOUT 
FISHING. 


The  principal  trout  rivers  in  the  South  of  Eng- 
land have  been  opened  for  angling  since  April  1, 
but  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  did  not  open  for 
trouting  until  May  1.  The  month  just  passed, 
owing  to  the  imfavourable  weather  experienced, 
proved  detrimental  to  Thames  trout  fishing,  and  so 
far  only  two  large  trout  have  been  captured  between 
Teddington  and  Pangboume.  Now,  however,  with 
the  advent  of  May  the  weather  should  become 
more  genial,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  better 
sport  may  be  had.  The  fish  are  now  in  prime  con- 
dition— strong  and  vigorous— affording  excellent 
play  when  hooked,  and  as  they  will  now  forsake  the 
deeper  portions  of  the  pools  and  move  up  into  the 
sharp  streams,  the  best  fish  will  be  found  near  the 
weirs.  Unfortunately,  the  season  for  Thames  trout 
fishing  is  a  very  short  one,  as  by  the  end  of  the 
prttsent  month  thousands  of  pleasure-seekers  will 
practically  take  possession  of  the  river,  and  as  soon 
as  the  Thames  is  opened  for  coarse  fishing  on 
June  16,  very  few  trout  are  taken  between  then  and 
September  10,  when  Thames  trouting  closes. 

Trout  fishing  on  the  Lea  (Izaak  Walton's  favourite 
river)  promises  to  be  a  good  one,  for  the  fish 
are  plentiful,  and  at  the  present  moment  the  river 
is  showing  a  capital  head  of  water.  The  Lea  trout 
are,  as  a  rule,  inferior  in  size  to  those  of  the  Thames, 
yet  many  fine  fish  have  been  caught  in  former 
seasons  at  Hoddesdon,  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House, 
Ware  and  Hertford.  Spinning  is  the  principal 
method  of  capture  adopted  by  the  angler  on  the 
Lea,  and  the  fishing  in  the  navigable  part  of  the 
river  and  some  backwaters  is  free.  The  tributaries, 
the  Beane,  the  Rib,  and  the  Mimram,  also  hold  a 
fine  stock  of  trout,  but  mostly  are  in  private  hands, 
and,  of  course,  strictly  preserved. 

Open  ticket  fishing  with  the  fly  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  London  is  extremely  limited,  unless 
the  angler  belongs  to  a  club  which  owns  private 
water.  Trout  fishing  resorts  are  getting  more  and 
more  in  request,  and  owners  of  fisheries  recognise 
the  value  of  those  waters,  and,  therefore,  the  angler 
has  to  pay  a  high  price  in  order  to  pursue  his 
favourite  pastime.'  The  chief  angling  societies  are 
particularly  well  off  in  the  matter  of  private  water 
near  London.  The  Piscatorial  Society  have  acquired 
excellent  trout  water  on  the  Kennet  at  Hungerford, 
the  Lambourne  at  Newbury,  and  the  Colne  at 
Uxbridge,   while   the   Gresham  Society  own  a 


portion  of  the  Chess  at)  Chesham  (Bucks),  where, 
it  may  be  mentioned,  that  a  member  once  secured 
thirty  brace  of  trout  in  a  day,  including  one  of  31b., 
and  other  specimens  of  from  l^b.  to  2Jlb.  There 
are  also  many  fine  trout  in  the  Colne  at  Horton, 
belonging  to  the  Oity  of  London  Piscatorials,  and 
the  True  Waltonians  and  the  Friendly  Anglers  and 
other  clubs  each  own  good  waters  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Rickmansworth,  West  Drayton,  and 
Uxbridge.  Probably  the  little  stream  known  as  the 
Crane  at  Isleworth  is  the  nearest  trout  water  to  the 
metropolis,  and  is  leased  from  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland by  the  Crane  Fly  Fishing  Club,  which 
has  well  stocked  the  stream  with  good  Salmo 
fario. 

For  the  unattached  angler  there  are  a  few  pieces 
of  trout  water  where  it  is  possible  to  secure  permis- 
sion or  to  purchase  a  day  ticket  at  a  nominal 
charge  for  fishing.  At  Dunton  Green  (twenty  miles 
from  London),  in  the  Darenth,  Mr.  Hamblin,  the 
miller,  owns  a  good  bit  of  the  river,  and  he  issues 
day  tickets  for  2s.  per  rod.  Tickets  can  also  be 
secured  for  the  "  Lion '-  water  at  Famingham,  but 
the  rest  of  that  pretty  stream  is  let  by  the  year. 
A  stretch  on  the  Colne  at  Hare  field  can  be  fished 
for  2s.  6d.  a  day,  and  permission  may  be  obtained 
from  the  principal  hotel  at  Leatherhead  for  trout 
fishing  in  the  Mole,  which  holds  large  fish.  A  few- 
trout  are  occasionally  caught  in  the  Wey  between 
Shalford  and  Godalming,  while  the  little  Tilling- 
bourne^  contains  a  splendid  stock  of  trout,  and 
anglers  could  spend  a  pleasant  day  with  a  trout 
rod  at  Albury  and  Gomshall.  Good  trout  are  to 
be  had  in  Frensham  Pond  (Famham),  and  also  in 
the  little  streams  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  which 
tickets  are  sold  at  the  hotel.  Further  away  the 
Sussex  Ouse  is  available  at  Barcombe  Mills  (tickets. 
Is.),  where  rainbow  trout  have  been  introduced; 
also  at  Lewes,  and  many  streams  in  Sussex  and 
Surrey  hold  fair-sized  trout,  and  landowners  occa- 
sionally give  permission  when  asked.  Another 
good  piece  of  water  is  to  be  found  in  the  Itchen  at 
Winchester,  and  tickets  are  sold  at  the  local  fishing 
tackle  maker.  Trout  in  this  water  are  numerous, 
and  run  a  large  size.  The  Suffolk  Lark  at  Barton 
Mills  and  Mildenhall  is  also  open  for  trout  fishing, 
and  the  charge  reasonable. 

Owing  to  the  recent  introduction  of  many 
varieties  of  trout  into  the  Thames,  fly-fishermen 
may  get  sport  at  Shepperton  backwater  and  on  the 
shallows  around  Penton  Hook  and  at  Bell  Weir. 

H.  G.  H. 


AN  OLD  PIKE  BAIT. 


Extract  from  "Izaak  Junior's"  Notes  in  "  Wigan 
Observer." 

"  Me.  Richard  Blackbuen,  a  worthy  and  ardent 
angler,  has  recently  had  placed  in  his  possession  a 
small  collection  of  fishing  tackle,  the  property  of  a 
gentleman  who  has  now  discarded  the  '  gentle  art.' 
Amongst  these  is  a  kind  of  spinning  bait  that 
appears  to  be  unknown  to  the  present  generation  of 
anglers,  and  is  looked  upon  somewhat  as  a  curiosity. 
It  is  fashioned  out  of  a  piece  of  tin-like  metal  4in. 
long  by  about  lin.  wide,  and  slightly  pointed  at 
each  end.  The  two  edges,  which  are  slightly  raised 
in  opposite  directions,  are  deeply  cut,  resembling  a 
joiner's  cross-cut  saw.  The  usual  treble  hooks  are 
at  one  end  attached,  a  gimp  trace  and  swivel  being 
connected  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  bait, 
which  is  burnished  on  one  side  a  Ught  copper  colour, 
the  opposite  side  being  of  a  bright  silvery  lustre,  is 
supposed  to  be  a  pike  lure,  but  opinion  is  divided 
upon  the  point,  and  it  is  to  be  sent  on  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  whose 
experience  as  a  practical  angler  will  doubtless  enable 
him  to  elucidate  the  matter.'- 

[I  remember  seeing  metal  baits  like  this  in  London 
shops  in  the  sixties.  It  is  well  made  and  has  a  good 
triangle  hook,  which  has  a  spring  hook  by  which  it 
is  secured  to  the  bait.  I  have  no  doubt  it  would 
kill  pike  and  other  fish.  The  chief  objection 
would  be  that  the  deep  cut  teeth  would  catch 
in  weeds,  and  not  be  easy  to  free  from  them.  Since 
writing  this  I  find  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane,  has 
got  some  of  these  old  baits  left — it  was  called  "  The 
Sword  Bait,'.'  but  did  not  sell  well  at  all.— R.  B.  M. 


Thibet  has  the  highest  spot  inhabited  by  human 
beings  on  this  globe.  This  is  the  Buddhist  cloister 
of  Hanle,  where  twenty-oae  monks  live  at  an 
altitude  of  16,000ft. 
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Extracts  from  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  for 
Season  1904. 
The  committee  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  1904.  Fifty- 
eight  ordinary  and  seven  honorary  members  have 
been  elected  during  that  period,  and  the  total 


extent  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter,  and  conse- 
quent abundant  supply  of  natural  food  in  the  early 
spring — local  statistics  generally  showing  that  the 
keener  the  winter  the  better  the  fishing  in  the  spring. 
Some  very  fine  fish  were  taken  late  in  the  season 
when  the  Drakes  and  May  Fly  were  up,  and  it  fell 
to  Mr.  Atherton  to  net  the  biggest  individual  trout, 
one  of  the  exceptionally  fine  weight  of  4Jlb.  This 
fish  was  taken  on  the  fly  in  the  month  of  June; 
The  increase  in  the  average  size  of  the  fish,  which 
was  noticed  so  favourably  in  our  last 
report,  has  been  well  maintained,  one  of 
the  boats  from  Bowness  returning  as  a 
day's  catch  seventeen  trout,  weighing 
8^1b.,  and  this  is  no  excessive  average. 
Trolling  for  char  was  good  during  the 
earlier  months,  but  fell  ofi  later  in  the 
season. 

Our  first  annual  dinner  at  the  Old 


mendation  to  the  committee  of  the  most  suitable 
site  for  a  hatchery  no  active  steps  had  been  taken. 
Since  then,  however,  a  great  amoimt  of  time  and 
labour  has  been  expended  on  the  scheme,  and  we 
are  now  in  a  position  to  state,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  not  only  have  we  an  up-to-date 
and  complete  hatchery,  but  one  that  will  compare 
favourably  with  any  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  hatchery  is  at  the  old  Saw  Mills  on  Cunsey 
Beck,  and  a  twenty-one  years'  lease  has  been  granted 
by  Colonel  Sandys,  M.P.,  with  an  option  on  our 
part  of  breaking  it  at  the  end  of  seven  or  fourteen 
years.  There  is  a  good  house  attached  to  the 
hatchery,  where  our  manager  lives,  and  rooms  are 
being  furnished  which  will  be  let  at  reasonable 
prices  to  members.  There  is  a  bath-room  with  hot 
and  cold  water  laid  on. 

The  consignments  of  ova  received  at  the  hatchery, 
all  of  which  have  done  exceedingly  well,  and  hatched 
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CORNFOBTH,  THE  HaTCHEBY  ManAGEE, 

WITH  A  Tbay  of  Ova. 

number  of  members  at  Dec.  31  last  was  166,  as 
compared  with  109  for  the  previous  year.  During 
the  year  13641b.  of  char  have  been  taken  in  the 
nets,  realising  £81  19s.,  and  leaving  a  net  profit  to 
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Fry  Ponds  in  Course  op  CoNSTRtrcTiON,  with  Cunsey 
Beck  in  the  Foreground. 


England  Hotel  proved  a  great  success,  and 
was  well  attended.  The  boatmen,  who  were 
at  the  same  time  bemg  well  cared  for  at  the 
Royal,  were  well  represented  at  their  dinner,  and 


ninety-five  per  cent.,  are  as  follows :— 20,000  Stennia 
(Solway);  200,000  fario  (Oakenclough) ;  60,000 
Stennis  Buttermere  (Solway);  50,000  Buttermere 
(Solway) ;  50,000  Buttermere  fario  (Solway) ;  1000 
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Manager's  House,  where  Accommodation  has  been 
Provided  fob  Members. 
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Interior  of  the  Hatchery  Building,  Showing 
Grills  in  Series. 


the  association,  after  allowing  for  the  men's  per- 
centage, commission  on  sale,  and  net  licence,  of 
£7  19s.  Id. ;  25801b.  of  pike  have  been  destroyed 
during  the  year,  as  against  17601b.  in  1903. 

A  reference  to  the  annual  balance-sheet  will  show 
how  satisfactory  is  the  present  financial  position  of 
the  association. 

Sport  during  the  past  season  has  been  on  the 
whole  disappointing,  owing  perhaps  in  a  large 


expressed  themselves  as  highly  gratified  with  the 
hospitality  extended  to  them.  After  dinner  all 
adjourned  for  a  "smoker"  in  the  ball-room  of  the 
Old  England,  when  a  very  pleasant  and  instructive 
evening  was  spent.  The  cost  was  met  by  subscrip- 
tions from  several  members. 

At  the  time  of  our  last  annual  report  the  hatchery 
formation  scheme  was  in  its  inception,  and  beyond 
the  formation  of  a  sub-committee  and  its  recom- 


fario  (Windermere).  We  have  also  in  the  hatchery 
at  the  present  time  234,900  Windermere  char  ova, 
the  earUest  of  which  are  expected  to  hatch  out 
towards  the  end  of  this  month. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  only  1000  ova  were  got 
from  Windermere  trout.  This  was  because  the  fish 
spawned  earlier  than  was  anticipated,  and  only  one 
unspent  female  fish  was  caught.  From  this  the 
thousand  ova  were  taken,  and  it  is  most  satisfactory 
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to  report  that  997  of  these  hatched  out.  The  ova 
bought  cost  a  total  of  £162  lOs.,  which  was  as  much 
as  the  committee  felt  justified  in  spending.  To  fill 
up  the  grills  the  committee  decided  to  net  for  char, 
and  were  most  fortunate  in  procuring  good  fish  from 
which  the  ova  were  taken.  These,  we  anticipate, 
will  hatch  out  well,  and  will  in  time  much  improve 
the  char  fishing.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the 
immense  destruction  of  char  ova  by  char  them- 
selves, several  unfertile  young  char  of  about  6in. 
caught  in  the  nets  being  found  to  be  full  of  ova 
which  they  had  devoured.  Statistics  show  that 
only  five  per  cent,  of  the  ova  in  the  wild  state  hatch 
out,  and  of  this  small  percentage  only  about  five  to 
ten  per  cent,  come  to  maturity.  The  committee 
have  placed  an  order  for  100,000  wild  Buttermere 
ova  for  next  season. 

The  committee  think  they  have  been  very  for- 
timate  in  securing  the  services  of  Cornforth,  who  is 
provmg  himself  a  careful  and  capable  manager. 
A  boat  has  been  purchased  for  his  use. 

It  has  throughout  been  the  aim  and  object  of  the 
hatchery  committee  to  raise  the  necessary  finances 
by  voluntary  subscription,  and  to  present  to  our 
association  a  fully  equipped  hatchery,  thereby 
enormously  strengthening  our  credit  and  standing, 
and  though  the  original  estimate  was  a  long  way 
short  of  the  £1200  that  will  be  required  to  cover 
the  total  outlay,  still  the  committee  were  so  con- 
fident of  the  ultimate  success  of  the  scheme  that 
several  of  their  number — namely,  Messrs.  Midwood, 
Storey,  Clegg,  Groves,  Roberts,  and  Maxsted— have, 
in  addition  to  large  individual  donations,  become 
guarantors  to  the  bank  for  any  deficiency  not 
met  by  voluntary  subscription,  thereby  hoping  to 
stimulate  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  public, 
and  bring  in  other  guarantors  and  subscribers ; 
and  in  this  connection  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
hatchery  fund  account  that  the  total  amount  of 
donations  actually  received  up  to  Dec.  31  is 
£270  4s.,  in  addition  to  which  there  is  a  further 
sum  of  £201  outstanding  for  donations  promised. 
These  two  amounts  bring  up  the  total  amount  of 
donations  paid  and  promised  to  a  sum  of  £471  4s., 
and  if  a  grant  of  £200  is  made  by  our  association 
there  will  still  remain  to  be  found,  in  order  to 
complete  the  scheme,  between  £500  and  £600. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  of  our  members  will 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  visiting  the  hatchery, 
and  seeing  for  themselves  the  excellent  work  that 
is  going  on. 

The  committee  are  glad  to  report  that  the  Con- 
servators have  granted  its  request  that  week-end 
licences  (Friday  night  to  Tuesday  morning)  should 
be  granted  at  a  cost  of  2s;  6d.,  and  trust  they  will 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  casual  visitors. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  draw  the 
attention  of  members  to  the  train  service  and 
reduced  fares  from  Manchester  and  Liverpool. 
The  London  and  North-Westem  Railway  Company 
issues  cheap  day  return  tickets  from  Manchester 
and  Liverpool  to  Windermere  at  a  cost  of  3s.  9d., 
available  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday 
from  Manchester  and  from  Liverpool  on  Saturdays. 
There  is  also  a  corresponding  service  from  Winder- 
mere to  Manchester  and  Liverpool  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays.  In  addition  to  this,  week-end  tickets 
can  be  obtained  from  Manchester  and  Liverpool  to 
Windermere  every  Friday  and  Saturday  to  return 
on  the  following  Monday  or  Tuesday  at  a  cost  of  8s. 
G.  NoREis  Midwood,  President. 
Geoege  Gatey  &  Son,  Hon.  Sees. 

Windermere,  April,  1905. 


ANGLING  IN  BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 


Owing  to  the  lack  of  good  holding  pools  and  the 
tremendous  rush  of  water,  especially  during  the 
summer,  anglers  unfamiliar  with  the  big  rivers  of 
the  interior  of  British  Columbia  will  find  it  no  easy 
task  to  hit  upon  those  particular  stretches  where 
really  good  sport  may  be  obtained.  We  therefore 
venture  to  suggest  certain  localities  which,  from 
our  own  experience,  we  have  found  best  worth 
trying,  and  where,  at  the  proper  season,  grand 
sport  may  almost  invariably  be  enjoyed. 

The  spring,  August,  September,  and  if  the 
weather  continues  mild  even  up  to  the  end  of 
October,  are  the  best  months  for  angling  in  these 
rivers.  During  the  intensely  hot  midsummer 
months  the  rapidly  melting  snow  causes  very  heavy 
floods,  when  in  many  cases  the  rivers  become 
boiling  muddy  torrents,  so  that  anglmg  with  any 
prospect  of  success  is  out  of  the  question.  In 


almost  any  of  the  lakes,  however,  provided  no 
rivers  or  big  creeks  in  heavy  flood  are  running 
through  them,  first-rate  sport  may  generally  be 
had  from  April  to  October,  but  anglers  must,  as  a 
rule,  provide  their  own  boats,  as,  except  along  the 
line  of  the  CP.  Railway,  very  few  or  none  can  be 
obtained.  The  Frazer  river,  for  some  distance 
above  Lillooet,  runs  at  such  a  tremendous  pace, 
and  the  volume  of  water  is  so  enormous,  that  it 
appears  impossible  for  trout  to  He  in  it,  although 
the  salmon  manage  to  force  their  way  up  to  the 
spawning  beds  200  miles  or  more  beyond  above 
town  and  some  500  miles  from  the  sea,  but  when 
they  arrive  there  they  are  in  such  a  terribly  bruised, 
battered,  and  exhausted  condition  that,  as  soon  as 
they  have  spawned,  they  all  die,  not  a  single  fish 
ever  returns  to  the  ocean.  They  may  be  seen  lying 
dead  in  thousands  for  miles  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  when  the  stench  is  almost  unbearable,  but 
this  proves  an  attraction  to  the  bears,  which  come 
down  from  the  mountains  and  gorge  themselves  on 
the  dead  and  putrid  fish. 

The  whole  length  of  the  Thompson,  from  its 
jimction  with  the  Frazer  at  Lytton  to  the  Shuswap 
Lake,  from  which  it  issues,  is  in  our  opinion  one  of 
the  best  angling  rivers  of  the  interior,  and  the  long 
stretch  above  and  below  Spence's  Bridge  holds  an 
immense  number  of  magnificent  trout,  some  of 
them  running  up  from  201b.  to  301b.  or  even  more 
in  weight.  The  smaller  fish — say,  from  21b.  to  71b. 
— rise  very  freely  to  a  big  fiy,  but  the  larger 
specimens  can  as  a  rule  only  be  taken  spinning. 

The  Nicola  river  falls  into  the  Thompson  near 
Spence's  Bridge,  and  it  is  at  this  particular  junction 
that  we  have  discovered  the  only  place  so  far  in 
this  latter  river  where  salmon  can  be  induced  to 
take  a  bait  of  any  kind  or  description.  Last 
October  Mr.  F.  C.  Inskip,  using  a  2|in.  all  Silver 
Devon,  killed  fourteen  fine  salmon  at  this  identical 
spot  within  three  hours,  and  in  the  preceding 
September,  fishing  from  the  river  bank  here,  he 
caught  twenty-four  grand  trout  in  a  little  over 
three  hours,  all  killed  with  a  big  fiy.  Some  six 
or  seven  years  ago,  when  the  monster  trout  were 
running  out  of  the  Thompson  up  the  Nicola  river 
to  spawn  in  Nicola  Lake,  we  measured  one  speared 
in  latter  river  by  an  Indian  that  was  a  good  50in. 
in  length  and  of  enormous  girth.  A  few  miles 
above  Spence's  Bridge  the  Bonaparte  river  joins 
the  Thompson  at  Ashcroft,  and  here  the  fishing  is 
very  good.  Still  further  up  at  Savona,  just  at  the 
junction  of  the  river  with  Kamloops  Lake,  through 
which  it  runs,  some  really  giand  sport  may  be  had 
with  fly,  and  there  is  first-rate  fishing  all  the  way 
up  the  lake  to  Tranquille,  and  we  have  always 
made  our  heaviest  bags  along  the  north  bank. 
Some  wonderful  sport  may  occasionally  be  had 
here  spinning,  especially  when  the  lake  is  clearmg 
after  a  flush  of  thick  water.  The  fishing  at 
Kamloops,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  is, 
from  various  causes,  nothing  like  so  good  as  at  the 
lower  end. 

Some  miles  further  up  the  river  at  Sicamous 
is  the  great  Shuswap  Lake,  where  there  is  any 
amount  of  fishing;  but,  oh,  the  mosquitoes! 
Countless  billions  of  giant  bloodthirsty  monsters 
rise  in  clouds;  we  would,  therefore,  suggest  that 
anyone  desirous  of  fishing  these  lakes  should  do  so 
in  the  autumn  when  angling  is  at  its  best,  and  the 
winged  pests  have  disappeared. 

There  is  one  of  the  C.  P.  R.  hotels  at  Sicamous. 
A  launch  runs  up  the  lake,  and  men  and  boats  can 
be  hired.  Boats  can  also  be  obtained  at  Savona, 
Tranquille,  Kamloops,  and  a  few  other  places,  the 
charge  per  day,  including  man,  is  about  four  to 
five  dollars.  With  regard  to  flies,  our  experience 
is  that  small  ones  are  absolutely  useless  on  above- 
mentioned  waters.  Those  we  use  are  big,  rather 
rough,  flies,  dressed  on  Nos.  1  to  7  Limerick  hooks, 
and  about  a  dozen  different  patterns  and  sizes, 
together  with  a  few  email  salmon  flies,  will  kill 
trout  in  any  part  of  British  Columbia.  A  rough- 
bodied  March  Brown,  with  very  thick  wings, 
dressed  on  a  No.  1  or  3  Limerick  hook,  is  about 
the  best  all-round  fly  for  the  Thompson,  although 
one  or  two  other  patterns  run  it  very  close. 

When  spinning,  the  fish,  both  salmon  and  trout, 
seem  to  prefer  a  2Jin.  all  Silver  Devon  to  any  other 
bait.  For  monster  trout  found  in  some  of  the  very 
deep  lakes,  where  the  fish  run  from  301b.  to  401b. 
or  more  in  weight,  we  suggest  a  small  trout  of 
about  4oz.  to  6oz.  with  a  boat-shape  lead,  weighing 
about  6oz.  The  bait  should  spin  slowly  some  30ft. 
or  more  below  the  sm'face,  and,  say,  50yds.  from 
the  boat.    A  hunting  or  fishing  camp  is  very 


useful.  No  poles  are  carried  for  the  tents  as 
they  are  awkward  things  to  pack  on  horses,  and 
they  are  easily  cut  from  the  brush  on  the  spot. 
The  waterproof  covering  for  the  ground  is  rather 
larger  than  the  interior  of  the  tent,  so  that  it  turns 
up  all  round  the  bottom  of  the  inside  canvas,  thus 
keeping  out  all  draught.  With  a  good  mattress  and 
a  plentiful  supply  of  blankets  we  have  often,  when 
out  in  the  mountains  big  game  huntmg,  slept 
under  one  of  these  tents  with  the  thermometer 
standing  many  degrees  below  freezuig  point  with- 
out experiencing  the  slightest  discomfort  from  the 
cold.  Now,  then,  who  wants  fishing  where,  on  a 
favourable  day,  twenty  brace  or  more  of  splendid 
trout  can  be  killed  with  fly,  and  salmon  taken  on  a 
big  spoon  runnmg  up  to'eOlb.  and  701b.  each,  and 
all  absolutely  free  ?  Inskip  Bbos. 

British  Columbia. 


BOXING  DAY  ON  THE  EDEN. 

By  "Halcyon.U 


{Continued  from  page  295.) 
Wb  now  had  a  walk  of  some  distance,  passing 
some  flats,  shallow  at  the  Ormside  bank  and 
deepening  off  on  the  other,  which  was  unsuitable 
for  our  style  of  fishing,  but  which,  in  a  coloured  state 
of  the  river,  is  typical  fly  water.    And  then  we 
arrived  at  a  point  where  a  small  beck  entered  the 
Eden  on  the  left-hand  side.    When  we  were  there 
in  August  we  had  a  walk  up  this  stream  and  saw 
that  it  contained  plenty  of  fish,  so  my  friend  left 
me  to  fish  a  nice  stream  just  above  where  it  flowed 
in,  and  set  off  up  the  beck  "on  his  own";  after 
half  an  hour's  work  with  no  results,  I  walked  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  higher  up,  and  came  to  a  long 
eddying  stream  fringed  with  willows  on  either  side° 
and  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  gravel  bed  which 
gradually  deepened.    I  never  saw  a  more  likely 
spot  for  grayling  m  my  life,  and  I  waded  in  at  the 
top  with  almost  a  certainty  of  obtaining  sport.  I 
commenced  with  cockspur  worm,  and  fished  it 
down  inch  by  inch  until  it  became  too  deep,  but 
not  a  bite  did  I  get.    As  I  waded  back  to  the 
starting-point  a  gentleman  joined  me.    He  was  a 
local   angler   named  Dixon,  with  whom  I  had 
had  correspondence  but  never  met  personally. 
Mr.  Halifax  had  informed  him  that  I  was  fish- 
ing, so  he  had  walked  up  to  see  how  I  was 
getting  on.     After  chatting  for  awhile,  he  told 
me  that  this  stream  held  plenty  of  grayling, 
and  I  then  and  there  determined  to  fish  it  down 
again  with  maggot.    The  result  was  just  the  same, 
so  I  reeled  up  and  we  walked  down  to  where 
Nicholas  was  trying  his  luck  at  the  back  end.  He, 
too,  had  done  nothing  more,  and  as  the  afternoon 
was  fast  waning,  we  made  tracks  to  the  Church 
stream.    Here  my  friend  landed  another  pounder, 
and  having  a  long  walk  back  to  Appleby,  we  finished 
the  day :  mine  a  total  blank,  and  Nicholas  a  brace, 
and  so  ended  the  first  day.    Next  morning  we  were 
up  betimes,  and  after  a  hearty  breakfast  we  decided 
to  again  try  the  upper  water,  and  made  our  way  dkect 
to  the  spot  where  we  commenced  on  the  previous 
day.    Once  agam  the  sky  was  cloudless  and  it  was 
freezing  hard.    I  ought  to  have  stated  that  on  our 
arrival  at  the  Tufton  I  discovered  that  I  had  left 
half  my  landing-net  shaft,  which  screws  in  two  for 
convenience  in  travelling,  at  home,  so  Mr.  Halifax 
kindly  borrowed  one  for  me  from  a  local  angler,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  wade  a  river  like  the  Eden  without  a 
staff  to  guide  your  footsteps.    Getting  down  the 
slippery  bank  on  the  onset  of  the  second  day  I  slipped 
and  broke  the  head  of  the  net  clean  off,  so  all  that  I 
had  left  was  the  shaft.    "  Never  mind,  old  man,'-  I 
remarked  to  my  companion,  "if  I  have  no  better  luck 
than  I  had  yesterday  it  won't  matter  very  much." 
It  was  a  repetition  of  yesterday,  excepting  that  we 
reached  the  typical  bit  of  water  that  I  have  mentioned 
above,  where  Mr.  Dixon  met  me  on  the  previous 
day,  absolutely  fishless.  Nicholas  and  I  simply  stared 
at  each  other  in  blank  amazement.    AVhat  did  it 
mean  ?    Had  the  authorities,  in  the  shape  of  the 
Eden  Fishery  Board,  who  had  ruthlessly  netted  the 
water  in  the  previous  spring  in  order  to  exterminate 
the  grayling,  succeeded  in  their  efforts  ?  Any- 
how, I  once  more  entered  the  water  and  determined 
to  make  a  final  effort.    My  companion  went  higher 
up  to  fish  a  beautiful  bit  of  eddying  water  that 
flows  by  the  side  of  a  wood.    And  then  happened 
the  unexpected.    At  the  very  first  swim  I  hook  a 
half-pounder,  and  being  minus  a  net  had  to  back 
out  and  land  it  on  the  gravel  bed.    Within  the  next 
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five  minutes  the  same  thing  was  repeated,  and  to 
cut  a  long  story  short,  before  I  reached  the  end  of 
the  stream,  seven  beautiful  silvery  grayling  reposed 
in  my  wooden  creel,  and  I  lost  other  three  owing  to 
havmg  to  drag  them  up  stream  to  the  gravel  bed. 
Of  course,  this  operation  considerably  disturbed  the 
water,  which  was  gin-clear,  otherwise  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  I  could  easily  have  landed  ten  brace. 
It  was  very  provoking,  but  one  of  those  unforeseen 
thmgs  that  cannot  be  helped;  I  also  lost  other  three 
nice  fish  when  trying  to  land  them  with  my  hands. 
Now,  I  ask  my  readers,  what  was  the  reason 
of  this_  change  in  the  aspect  of  affairs?  Here 
had  I  fished  this  very  stream  down  twice  on  the 
previous  day  and  never  had  a  touch— naturally,  you 
will  say  because  a  change  in  the  weather  had  taken 
place  ;  this  was  the  case,  for  before  the  end  of  that 
memorable  afternoon  a  thaw  had  set  in,  but  that 
would  not  account  for  it  becauae  my  fiiend  never 
had  a  single  bite  all  day,  and  he  is  a  very  skilful 
grayling  fisher,  neither  had  I  a  touch  in  any  other 
stream.    As  we  had  to  leave  Appleby  at  5.30,  and 
previously  to  doff  our  waders  and  partake  of 
dinner,  we  had  to  give  up  sooner  than  on  the 
previous  day,  and  in  good  truth  we  were  not  sorry, 
for  there  appeared  to  be  little  hope  of  obtaining 
any  more  sport,  so  we  made  tracks  for  the  Tufton, 
and  after  a  comfortable  meal  set  out  on  our  return 
journey.    I  once  had  a  similar  experience  on  the 
Yore,  above  Masham.  The  day  was  likewise  Boxing 
Day,  and  the  water  and  weather  very  similar  to 
that  on  the  present  occasion.  I  was  by  myself,  and 
fished  from  9  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  without  having  a 
single  touch.    Opposite  Qifton  Castle  there  is  a 
beautiful  grayling  stream  flowing  over  some  gravelly 
shingle  into  a  deep  pool.  I  commenced  at  the  head 
of  this  stream,  and  at  once  hooked  a  good  fish, 
another  followed  in  quick  succession,  and  then 
another.    The  end  of  it  was  that  in  the  space  of 
httle  over  an  hour  I  basketed  fourteen  fine  grayling 
and  lost  several  more.    Such  incidents  as  these  are 
never  forgotten  by  a  true-born  angler,  and  afford 
food  for  ample  reflection  in  the  years  to  come 


MESSES.  HAEDY'S  NEW  ANGLING 
SPECIALITIES  AT  EAEL'S  COUET. 

Messrs.  Hakdy's  catalogue  "grows  with  their 
growth  and  strengthens  with  their  strength."  The 
new  issue  is  not  far  short  of  400  pages,  and  is  in 
every  way  admirably  produced.  It  is  not  only  a 
finely  illustrated  price  list,  but  contains  also  a  very 
practical  and  up-to-date  treatise  on  salmon,  trout, 
and  general  fishing  in  British  and  foreign  waters. 

Among  the  novelties  in  the  new  list  may  be  men- 
tioned the  following:— On  p.  95.  a  new  "Salmon 
Lure,   at  first  I  thought  it  was  a  new  pike  fly— it 
would  make  a  very  good  one,  but  it  is  really  a 
"Silver  Wilkinson'!  dressed  with  two  smallish 
triangles  instead  of  the  usual  smgle  or  double  hook, 
the  tail  triangle  extends  just  beyond  the  ends  of 
the  wing,  and  the  fish  which  "came  short"  at  this 
new  lure  would  be  a  lucky  one.    On  p.  98  we  find 
a  novelty  in  the  "  Tandem  Spinner."    The  late  Mr. 
Wm.  Black  sent  me  once  what  he  called  the  "  worm 
fly,"  it  was  two  March  Browns  fastened  one  behind 
the  other,  and  often  found  killing  in  rivers  and  lakes 
where  trout  are  not  too  fastidious.    The  "  Tandem  " 
is  the  same  idea  with  spinner  at  the  head,  not  to 
spin  the  fly  but  merely  to  advertise  it.    On  p.  105 
is  a  little  account  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  "  Dull  Gray 
Punjab  Amalgam  Steel  Wire  Silver  Plated  Twisted 
Trace,"  which  they  believe  to  be  an  improvement 
on  any  other  wire  trace  for  mahseer,  tiger-fish, 
bonito,  tarpon,  pike,  salmon,  etc.    On  pp.  119  and 
120  is  an  illustrated  description  of  Messrs.  Hardy's 
"  Perfect "  Salmon  Reel,  which  has  been  still  further 
"  perfected  "  by  the  addition  of  a  patent  revolving 
line  guard— this  is  a  revolving  ring  fitted  between 
two  bars  of  the  reel.    Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  tells  me 
that  he  finds  this  a  great  preventive  of  the  line 
getting  behind  the  reel,  particularly  when  shooting 
the  line.    By  the  way,  I  have  heard  some  anglers 
refer  to  shooting  the  line  as  if  it  was  not  quite"  the 
correct  thmg ;  for  instance,  on  a  long  tournament 
cast  being  referred  to,  they  say,  "  Yes,  but  he  shot 
20  feet " — all  I  can  say  is  so  much  more  to  his  credit. 
The  distance  is  measured  from  the  edge  of  the  plat- 
form to  where  the  fly  falls,  and  if  an  angler  can 
make  it  fall  an  additional  20  feet  by  "shooting"— 
who  would  not  shoot !    The  second  improvement  is 
due  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman,  and 
consists  in  a  very  ingenious  and  strong  new  form  of 


ratchet,  so  made  that  even  if  the  steel  peg  carrying 
it  should  break  it  would  continue  to  work  in  the 
recess  in  which  it  is  boxed  in  by  the  reel  plate. 
This  reel  has  a  double  check  action,  one  uniform 
and  light  for  winding  in  when  very  little  check  is 
required,  the  other  by  the  turning  of  a  screw 
increases  or  decreases  the  pressure  of  the  ratchet  on 
the  cogwheel,  so  the  power  is  applied  just  where  it 
should  be  applied,  and  for  use  only  against  a  fish 
puUmg  line  off  the  reel.    The  reel  is  admirably  made 
in  every  particular,  and  well  deserves  its  name.  A 
reel  for  trout  fishing,  called  the  "Special  Perfect 
Trout  Reel,"  is  made  on  the  same  lines,  and  is  very- 
light  ;  the  3  Jin.  size  will  carry  35  yards  of  double  taper 
line  and  50  yards  of  No.  2  silk  backing  line,  giving 
85  yards  in  all ;  the  backing  fills  up  the  reel,  so  that 
it  winds  up  very  quickly.    It  is  a  grand  reel  for  any 
kind  of  trout  fly  fishing,  as  with  85  yards  one  would 
feel  pretty  safe  anywhere  with  any  trout,  or  even  a 
chance  salmon.    Hardy's  "  Bougie  "  Reel  is  a  new 
form  of  the  "  Perfect,"  made  of  "  Alumin,"  designed 
by  that  capital  French  angler,  Mons.  Bougie,  as  a 
light  reel  with  great  capacity,  suitable  for  use  with 
4oz.  to  8oz.  rods. 

On  p;  133  are  new  illustrations  which  show 
methods  of  using  the  admurable  "Silex."  Reel  with 
double-handed  rod,  and  on  the  next  page  illustra- 
tions showing  how  to  use  Hardy's  "Little  Silex" 
Tournament  Reel.  These  illustrations  will  be  most 
useful  as  showing  the  best  way  to  use  this  sweet 
little  reel.  On  p.  137  are  some  useful  and  very 
clear  diagrams  of  simple  knots  for  fastening  gut 
links  together,  gut  casts  to  the  casting  line,  etc. 
Many  anglers  do  not  know  how  to  make  the  neat 
knot  used  by  professionals  in  making  up  salmon  and 
trout  gut  casts.  They  make  the  ordinary  fisher- 
man's knot,  and  then  cut  off  the  ends,  which  are 
cut  off  too  close  for  safety  or  stick  out  unpleasantly. 
Before  cutting  off  the  ends  a  half-hitch  should  be 
made  in  each,  then  pulled  tight.  Then  the  single 
turn  of  gut  round  the  cast  makes  a  smooth,  neat 
finish. 

On  p.  145  is  a  new  leaded  Prawn  Tackle,  which 
seems  very  sensible.    On  p.  148  is  a  picture  of  a 
great  take  of  pike  made  on  Hardy's  famous 
"CrocodUe"  Spinner.    In  1900  Jlr.  J.  F.  Dawson 
killed  thirty-seven  pike,  the  largest  171b.,  all  on  the 
"Crocodile,"  and  using  only  four  preserved  baits- 
all  he  had  left.    The  "  Crocodile  "  Wobbler  is  made 
to  meet  the  wants  of  those  who  prefer  the  "  wobble  "- 
instead  of  the  true  spin.    On  p.  155  are  illustrations 
of  phantom  heads  and  "  wobblers  "  for  sand-eels, 
loach,  or  small  eel-tail  baits,  which  will  be  found 
very  effective.   The  fault  of  many  dead  bait  spinners 
IS  that  the  fans  are  not  put  on  in  such  a  way  as  to 
secure  the  greatest  effect.    A  flat  fan— as  in  the 
Devon— offers  more  resistance  to  the  water,  and 
consequently  has  much  more  spinning  power  than 
a  curved  fan.    I  confess  this  is  a  bit  of  armchair 
theory  of  mine.    I  wish  some  engineer  well  up  in 
dynamics  would  experiment  with  fans  or  blades  for 
spinning  baits,  an^  tell  us  the  best  shape  and  angle. 
Of  one  thing  I  am  quite  certain— many  spinners 
which  have  been  put  on  the  market  have  never 
been  tested  by  the  makers  when  fully  mounted  and 
with  full-size  bait.    The  fewer  the  hooks  the  better 
the  spm.    I  knew  that  Messrs.  Hardy's  rods  and 
tackle  go  all  over  the  world,  but  I  did  not  know 
they  passed  beyond,  but  this  must  be  so  if  the 
statement  about  their  improved  "wobblers"  is 
correct.    "The  original  pattern  was  perfected  by 
the  late  Earl  Cairns,  by  whom  it  was  kmdly  given 
to  us.    He  prefers  them  unleaded,  but  uses  lead  on 
the  trace,  and  leaves  the  hooks  unfixed  in  fast 
water."    At  any  rate,  it  is  a  comfort  to  know  there 
IS  "fast  water,"  and  that  even  "wobblers"  are  not 
barred.    In  many  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  pictures  of 
natural  bait  tackles  baited  will  be  seen  fine  wire 
wound  round  to  keep  the  hooks  in  place  and  secure 
the  head  to  the  spinner.    It  is  much  preferable  to 
thread  as  one  can  put  it  on  with  one  hand,  no 
knottmg  being  necessary.  Wired  baits  last  much 
longer  than  unwired  ones,  which  is  more  than  can 
be  said  for  wired  naval  guns. 

On  p.  159  is  an  illustration  of  Mr.  H.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell's  Single-Triangle  Flight  and 
l^ace  as  fully  described  by  him  and  illustrated  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  Christmas.  As  I  have 
often  said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  believe  we 
use  far  too  many  hooks  on  our  spirming  baits,  and 
that  if  the  use  of  more  than  one  hook  was  made 
lUegal  just  as  many  fish  would  be  caught,  and  the 
number  of  undersized  and  out  of  condition  fish 
which  would  be  saved  to  fight  again  another  day 
would.be    enormous.    In    some  States  of  the 


American  Union  it  is  now  illegal  to  use  more  than 
two  single  hooks  on  any  bait.  Hardy's  new  Anti- 
Kink  Lead  for  Spinning,  illustrated  on  p  164 
would  be  admirable  for  whiffing,  as  indeed  for  any 
kind  of  spinning  where  a  lead  is  used— it  is  a 
perfect  swivel  "  compeller  "—to  use  Mr.  Pennell's 
very  effective  phrase.  In  hooks  Messrs^  Hardy 
have  some  improved  oval  wire  shapes— one  with 
new  "loop"  eye,  also  extra  long  shank  Dee  hooks, 
and  extra  stout  Mahseer  trebles  and  doubles.  On 
p.  192  is  an  illustration  of  the  "Vuoska'!  or 
"Whisky  Bobbie"  Bait— this  ought  to  be  a 
wobbler,  but  is  made  as  a  light  swimming  bait  for 
Messrs.  Hardy's  clients  in  Finland— it  does  not 
spm,  but  rehes  on  its  natural  appearance  when 
pulled  in  a  stream  to  attract  fish. 

On  p.  213  are  illustrations  of  Messrs.  Hardy's 
new  series  of  Agate  Rod  Rings— an  immense 
improvement  over  brass  or  steel  rings,  but  mighty 
expensive,  the  smallest  costing  2s.  each.  I  am  not 
sure  that  porcelain  is  not  quite  as  good,  and,  of 
course,  far  cheaper. 

In  rods  may  be  noted  the  new  "  Tournament  'I 
Rod,  p.  230.    This  is  "  an  entirely  new  type  of  rod, 
developed  at  the  suggestion  of  many  anglers,'-'  who 
saw  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  do  thirty- four  yards  with  it 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament.    It  is  a  split 
cane,  10ft.,  10ft.  6in.,  and  lift,  rod,  weighing  about 
loz.  per  foot,  including  spear ;  but  the  fittings  and 
handle  are  very  light,  all  the  weight  bemg  in  the 
joints— practically,  it  is  the  top  part  of  a  17ft.  or 
18ft.  salmon  rod,  and  all  right  for  those  who  like 
itj    It  ought  to  be  barred  in  any  competition 
where  ordinary  single-hand  fly  rods  are  supposed 
to  be  used.    "Tournament  Distance-Chucker :'  is 
the  right  name  for  it.    How  Messrs.  Hardy  can 
recommend  it  as  being  "the  rod  par  excellence  for 
'  dry '  fly  fishing,  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful  man, 
where  long  casting  is  absolutely  essential  to  success," 
I  cannot  understand.    It  is  worse  than  useless  for 
casts  under  twenty-five  yards,  and  where  is  casting 
over  that  distance   wanted    in    actual  dry-fly 
fishing?    What  would  the  strong  man's  wrist  be 
like  after  a  day's  casting  with  this  rod,  and 
especially  dry-fly  castmg,  over  twenty-five  yards ! 
On  the  page  facing  this  "little  terror"  is  some- 
thmg  much  more  practical— namely,  the  M  Fairy 
Rod,"  made  in  lengths  from  8Jft.  to  10ft.,-  and 
weighing  from  4ioz.  to  6Joz.    The  fact  that  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  and  Mr.  L.  R.  Hardy  both  cast  nearly 
thirty  yards  with  a  9|ft.  5foz.  rod  is  proof  enough 
that  even  for  exceptionally  long  casting  the  "  wrist 
breaker'!  is  not  wanted.    Even   supposing  that 
there  are  places,  such  as  lakes  and  reservoirs,  where 
you  must  make  very  long  casts  from  the  bank,  this 
heavy  weapon  is   quite  unnecessary,   and  any 
ordinary  good  fly  fisher  would  beat  it,  because  he 
would  with  perfect  comfort  use  a  light  double- 
handed  rod  of  from  12ffc.  to  14ft.,  especially  where 
the  trout  run  large  or  there  is  a  chance  of  a  salmon. 

Since  the  "  light  rod "  correspondence  many  of 
the  best  dry-fly  men  have  discarded  heavy  rods 
and  heavy  lines  as  perfectly  unnecessary ;  but  even 
an  ordinary  heavy  "Houghton"  is  child's  play 
compared  with  the  cut  down  salmon  rod. 

The  new  "Paradox"  mahseer  rod,  illustrated  on 
p.  253,  is  a  14ft.  steel  centre,  "strong  enough  to 
cast  a  fairly  heavy  Devon  or  large  natural  bait  on 
a  '  Crocodile '  spinner,  and  yet  sufficiently  supple  to 
cast  a  fly  well.'-'  Of  course,  it  all  depends  on  the 
weight  of  the  bait,  but  I  never  yet  saw  a  good  fly 
rod  which  would  also  cast  a  large  natural  bait  with 
lead,  etc.,  well.  Would  it  not  be  much  better  to 
put  in  another  joint  for  the  fly  work  ?  A  14ft.  rod 
stiff  enough  for  spinning  with  a  large  natural  bait 
surely  must  be  too  stiff  for  fly  work.  In  any  case, 
I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  make  a  perfect 
14ft.  fly  rod  of  the  "Paradox,'!  and  give  with  it  a 
short,  stout  top  for  spinning. 

For  spinning,  the  shorter  the  red,  in  reason,  the 
better  the  cast,  and  the  only  time  when  a  long 
spinning  rod  is  of  any  advantage  is  when  you  have 
to  lift  the  line  over  a  bush  or  rock ;  even  then  a 
long  limber  rod  will  be  so  bent  by  the  fish  as  to  be 
no  better  in  this  respect  than  a  shorter,  stiff  one. 
No  one  will  say  that  a  long  rod  is  necessary  for 
playing  a  big  fish,  as  the  biggest  tarpon,  tuna, 
salmon  and  pike  are  killed  on  rods  of  10ft.  or  less. 

On  p.  267  there  is  an  illustration  of  the  spt. 
"Victor"!  casting  rod,  designed  for  use  with  the 
"Little  Silex"  reel,  a  combination  which  makes 
casting  delightful.  The  "Victor"  is  a  two-piece 
"  Palonka  "  cane,  with  all  the  latest  fittings,  and  is 
made  with  or  without  steel  centre.  With  this  rod, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  has  cast  over  si  xty  yards  from  the  reel; 
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On  p.  275  is  a  description  of  the  "  Raymond " 
lOJft.  thirty-shilling  trout  fly  rod,  made  with  the 
butt  and  middle  joint  of  whole  bamboo,  and  tops 
of  greenheart.  It  has  cork-covered  handle,  bayonet 
lock-joints,  universal  winch  fittings,  bridge  rings, 
and  revolving  top  end  rings. 

The  "  Ludovic  Cameron  All  -  Round  ''  Rod, 
p.  279,  seems  to  be  a  perfect  multum  in  parvo,  as 
it  makes — 

A  14ft.  salmon  rod. 

Ditto  trout,  with  slighter  top, 

A  12ft.  6Ln.-  spinning  rod, 

A  troUmg  rod  of  lift.  8in., 

A  sea  rod  of  9ft.  lOin., 
with  all  the  latest  rings  and  fittings. 

In  the  Scottish  Field  Mr.  Ludovic  Cameron  says: 
"  I  have  found  it  practically  good  for  every  kind  of 
fishing.  Light,  strong,  eminently  portable,  a  fine 
fly-rod,  a  sound  spinning  and  trolling  rod,  the  best 
pike  rod  I  have  ever  handled,  it  will  drop  the  fly 
to  an  inch  in  Lochy  or  Tweed,  fight  the  30-pounder 
on  equal  terms  in  Loch  Ness,  or  the  game  bass  in 
the  Teign,  while  I  have  at  a  pinch  caught  wee  bum 
trout  with  it,  five  to  the  pound."  Considering  one 
gets  practically  five  rods — all  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  best 
built-cane — it  is  wonderfully  cheap  for  five  guineas, 
and  is  certain  to  be  very  popular. 

Other  novelties  are  an  India-Rubber  Seat — a 
series  of  tubes  of  rubber  cemented  together — 
invaluable  for  boat  work  (p.  289) ;  a  9in.  6Joz. 
"Priest"  for  killing  pike  or  salmon  (p.  289);  the 
"Curragh"  Fishmg  Basket  and  Bag  in  one— chief 
feature,  only  4in.  in  width,  but  long  {15in.)  and  deep 
(SJin.);  Hardy's  "Special"  Waterproof  Fishing 
Goats  and  Boating  Trousers,  admirable  for  boat 
work  in  wet  weather  (p.  341).  There  are  three  or 
four  new  Sea  Rods— "The  Coquet,"  "The  Eddy- 
stone,"  and  "The  Beresford "— all  claiming  the 
attention  of  'sea  anglers.  The  seven-and-sixpenny 
one  piece  "Whitby"  Sea  Rod  is  of  bamboo,  with 
cedar  covered  handle  (p.  347).  In  Sea  Reels  the 
"Fame,"  "Longstone,"  and  "Oceana"  are  all 
new  or  have  new  features.  Personally,  I  think 
the  projecting  line-guards  are  worse  than  useless- 
line  traps,  in  fact.  In  other  respects  the  reels  are 
magnificent  pieces  of  workmanship. 

In  the  new  patent  "Oceana J'  Reel  the  brake  is 
operated  by  pressing  a  lever  which  projects  in  front 
of  top  of  the  reel.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  in 
principle  the  same  as  Messrs.  Foster's  Casting  Reel, 
brought  out  some  two  years  ago;  as  in  that  you 
lift  a  lever  in  front  of  reel,  which  acts  on  a  brake  on 
the  back  of  the  reel— in  both  reels  the  brake  and 
lever  are  outside.  I  am  not  in  love  with  the 
principle,  as  outside  levers  and  brakes  are  far  too 
liable  to  get  broken  in  the  rough  work  of  actual 
fishing,  although  perfect  in  a  shop. 

But  I  must  reel  up,  and  advise  anglers  to  go  to 
Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which 
opens  on  May  6,  and  see  Messrs.  Hardy's  "  many 
inventions  "  for  themselves.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Leonard  Hardy  is  to  be  in  charge  of  the  firm's 
fine  exhibit  during  the  next  four  or  five  months, 
and  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
John  J.  Hardy,  at  least  part  of  the  time;  at  present 
he  is  explaining  a  wonderful  new  spinning  tackle  to 
the  salmon  of  the  Tweed,  much  to  their  astonish- 
ment. R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  GEILSE  SEASON. 


There  is  every  indication  that  the  grilse  season 
IS  to  ^be  an  early  and  prolific  one.  The  "first 
fruits  "  of  the  adolescent  Salmo  salar  appeared  on 
the  coast  on  March  19,  and  was  taken  in  a  drag- 
net on  the  Dee  that  day  by  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Commissioners'  men.  It  was  a  beauty  of  2Jlb., 
well  formed,  and  in  every  respect  a  model  of  its 
kind.  Since  then  the  Commissioners  have  netted 
up  to  date  fifty-four  grilse,  the  Poweries,  farther 
up  the  river,  some  thirty-eight,  and  the  other  tacks- 
men a  considerable  number.  On  the  Dee  alone 
over  100  grilse  have  been  netted  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river— a  case  without  precedent  in  April  as  far 
as  human  memory  can  go.  The  first  grilse,  as  a 
rule,  almost  without  exception,  appear  regularly 
off  the  Aberdeenshire  coast,  and  are  either  got 
in  the  Dee  or  Don,  but  it  is  usually  May  before 
they  put  m  an  appearance  in  such  large  numbers, 
and  June  before  they  come  away  in  force.  This 
year  they  are  fully  a  month  in  advance. 

An  early  and  prolific  run  of  grilse  will,  in  a 
measure,  compensate  for  the  slump  in  the  salmon 


supply  that  has  been  such  a  marked  feature  of 
this  spring's  salmon  fishing  all  over  the  North  of 
Scotland.  Not  that  the  slump  has  been  caused 
from  the  lack  of  salmon,  but  solely  on  account  of 
the  ground  swells  and  rough  seas  keeping  them  off 
the  coast.  The  netters  have  been  the  worst 
sufferers,  for,  thanks  to  the  January  floods,  the 
Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and  other  Scottish  waters  were  so 
well  stocked  before  the  nets  were  due  to  be  put  on 
that  there  has  been  no  lack  of  sport  on  the  middle 
and  upper  waters,  and  in  more  than  one  case — 
notably  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  Garry,  and 
Lord  Penrhyn  on  the  Caimton  Dee  water — record 
scores  have  been  run  up,  far  in  advance  of  former 
years. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  cold  chilly  northern  blasts 
which  have  been  the  prevailing  direction  of  the 
winds,  the  spring  salmon  season  would  have  been  a 
record  one,  as  far  as  the  head  of  fish  was  concerned. 
And  in  spite  of  these  desolating  blasts,  putting  down 
the  fly,  and  chilling  the  angler  to  the  bone,  some 
grand  flashes  of  sport  have  occasionally  been  got. 
On  the  Ballater  waters  recently  anglers  were 
creeling  five  and  six  daily ;  and  the  chances  of  sport 
on  the  Balmoral  waters,  when  Prince  Arthur  of 
Gonnaught  comes  north  next  week,  are  seldom  so 
bright  in  the  springtime,  while  there  has  been  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  weather  conditions, 
although  up  there  they  are  not  all  that  could  be 
desired  from  a  temperature  point  of  view. 

It  is  very  noticeable  this  spring  that  the  migration 
of  salmon  smolts  to  the  sea  has  also  been  an  early 
one.  Day  by  day  they  are  crowding  into  the  tidals 
in  heavier  shoals  and  heavier  weights  than  we  ever 
remember  to  have  seen  before.  We  have  examined 
smolt  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  and  other  Scottish 
streams  during  the  past  thirty  years,  but  this  year's 
produce  is  the  best  we  have  yet  handled.  Of  course 
one  can  only  judge  the  little  fish  as  they  come 
occasionally  to  the  trout  fly,  and  then  carefully 
return  them,  but  they  do  that  too  readily  for  the 
comfort  of  the  tidal  angler  just  now,  and  to  the 
intense  delight  of  the  schoolboy,  who  usually 
graduates,  as  a  member  of  the  fraternity,  on  salmon 
smolt.  An  old  fisherman  expressed  the  opinion  that 
this  early  and  advanced  size  of  the  salmon  smolt 
was  due,  he  believed,  to  the  past  two  very  dry 
seasons,  the  abundance  of  insect  food,  and  the  entire 
absence  of  the  long  spell  of  winter  frosts.  Whatever 
the  causes,  both  the  smolts  and  grilse  have  this 
season  shown  decided  benefits  from  them,  and  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  salmon  angler  cannot  but  be 
highly  interested  in. 

There  is  no  lovelier  fish  in  the  realms  of  Nature 
than  a  newly-run  grilse.  Fresh  from  the  sea  with 
coat  of  brightest  sheen,  plump  in  form,  and  shapely 
in  head  and  tail,  it  shows  off  to  perfection  the  lines 
of  grace  and  beauty  that  delight  the  heart  of  the 
artist,  and  evokes  the  encomiums  of  the  lucky 
angler.  A  three  or  four  pound  grilse  is  a  prize  to 
be  proud  of,  and  if  it  be  not  one's  first  salmon  it 
ranks  next  to  it  in  one's  memory. 

Grilse  fresh  from  the  briny  are  not  fastidious. 
They  will  take  anything,  and  this  the  poacher  and 
the  man  fishing  for  the  pot  well  knows  when  he  can 
get  amongst  a  shoal  with  the  earth  worm.  The 
fly,  however,  is  the  lure  of  lures.  There  is  no 
resisting  a  tiny  Jock  Scott  on  a  small  double  iron. 
The  Jeanixie,  Loggie,  and  all  the  Doctors,  and  other 
standard  flie^;  answer  equally  well,  and  then  there 
is  no  end  of  local  favourites.  Either  at  sunrise  or 
sunset  is  a  fatal  time  for  the  grilse.  The  battle  is 
short  and  sharp,  but  he  fights  game  to  the  end, 
and  takes  a  lot  of  careful  handling  before  he  lies 
shimmering  in  his  last  death  throes,  but  safe  and 
sound  in  the  depths  of  the  angleris  creel.     G.  M. 


BLOOD  TEOUT  OK  CHAE? 

In  reading  the  accoimt  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Feb.  II  of  the  fish  called  blood  trout, 
which  are  caught  in  Lake  Stellacoom,  U.S.A.,  I 
was  very  much  struck  by  its  resemblance  both  in 
appearance  and  habit  to  the  char  taken  in  Lakes 
Padarn  and  Peris,  near  Snowdon,  in  North  Wales. 
In  fact,  so  strong  is  the  resemblance  that  unless 
there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  structure  or  the 
size  of  the  fish,  the  two  must  be  identical  and  belong 
to  the  same  species. 

The  blood  trout  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  Salmonidce, 
and  therefore  has  the  extra  adipose  fin  peculiar  to 
that  family.  It  imdoubtedly  derives  its  name  from 
the  blood-red  tint  of  the  roe,  which  corresponds 
exactly  to  the  Welsh  name  of  the  char — the  torgoch, 


or  red  roe.  If  it  is  the  char,  it  might  have  obtained 
that  name  from  the  fact  that  it  bleeds  so  profusely 
when  killed,  for,  as  I  said  before  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  a  char  will  shed  as  much  blood  as  a  trout 
three  times  its  size — a  fact  which  is  all  the  stranger 
because  there  is  never  any  trace  of  food  in  the 
stomach  of  the  fish.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  also 
with  the  blood  trout,  for  it  is  said  to  feed  on  small 
organisms.  They  both,  moreover,  inhabit  the 
deepest  parts  of  the  lake  they  can  find,  and  are 
taken  in  great  numbers  at  spawning  time.  Char  are 
caught  in  Lake  Padarn  at  a  depth  of  from  17yd. 
to  23yd.,  except  at  spawning  times,  when  they  come 
in  shoals  to  the  shallow,  gravelly  parts  of  the  shores. 
There  is  the  same  mystery  as  to  their  whereabouts 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.  In  America  they  are 
supposed  to  hibernate  somewhere  as  no  trace  of 
them  is  found  except  at  spawning  times.  In  North 
Wales  they  used  to  be  found  in  three  lakes,  Quellyn, 
Peris,  and  Padarn,  all  round  the  base  of  Snowdon, 
and  owing  to  their  mysterious  movements,  tradition 
says  that  there  is  an  underground  passage  between 
Quellyn  and  the  other  two,  where  the  fish  used  to 
live  together  most  of  the  months  of  the  year,  and 
appear  together  in  shoals  at  one  time  in  Quellyn,  at 
another  in  Padarn  and  Peris,  which  are  only  a  few 
hundred  yards  apart,  but  never  at  the  same  time  in 
the  three  lakes.  In  Lake  Padarn  they  spawn  about 
the  end  of  October,  while  in  Quellyn  they  come 
from  the  depth  to  the  shingly  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  inflowing  river  at  the  beginning  of  January. 
Like  the  blood  trout,  then,  char  spawn  at  two 
periods  of  the  year,  and  at  the  same  periods.  Buck- 
land,  in  his  "  British  Fishes,"  says  that  these  fish 
spawn  at  two  periods  in  the  year,  and  makes  use  of 
this  fact  to  explain  the  difference  in  the  colouring  of 
the  fish,  but  the  popular  explanation  of  this  difference 
is  that  the  male  have  the  red  vermilion  roes,  while 
the  female  have  silvery  roes,  and  are  decidedly 
smaller.  But  at  spawning  times,  when  the  great 
majority  are  caught,  most  of  ,  them  have  red  roes. 

The  blood  trout  is  said  to  be  like  the  sunfish  in 
colouring.  I  have  never  seen  a  sunfish,  but  if  it 
gets  its  name  from  its  brilliant  and  gorgeous  colours, 
the  char  can  also  be  said  to  resemble  the  same 
fish.  The  back  of  the  char  is  a  deep  jet,  but, 
curiously  enough,  there  can  be  seen  very  often 
between  the  dorsal  fin  and  the  head  splashes  of  sea- 
green,  which  might  be  the  same  as  the  stains  on  the 
blood  trout,  supposed  to  be  imprints  of  leaves  or. 
twigs. 

Both  are  evidently  indigenous  fish,  and  are  pro- 
bably some  deteriorated  species  of  the  salmon — ■ 
land-locked  salmon,  for  lake  Stellacoom,  according 
to  the  report,  is  said  to  have  no  outlet  to  the  sea. 
Anyone  who  has  tasted  char  and  seen  its  pink  flesh 
can  see  at  once  that  it  is  very  closely  allied  to  the 
salmon.  Like  the  blood  trout,  it  is  extremely  good 
to  eat ;  even  when  potted  it  is  considered  a  great 
delicacy — it  has  a  more  delicate  flavour  than  the 
salmon.  In  the  "  History  of  British  Fresh  Water 
Fishes,"  of  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  char  is  said  to  be  found 
in  almost  all  mountainous  coimtries  which  have 
deep  lakes,  like  Norway  and  Switzerland.  In  North 
Wales  they  were  caught  at  Llanberis  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VIII.  Leland,  a  man  who  had  been  com- 
missioned to  draw  up  a  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  country  in  that  reign,  makes  mention  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  lakes  at  the  foot  of  Snowdon  fish 
called  "  torgochiaid"  (red  roes)  were  netted  in  great 
numbers,  and  formed  an  important  part  of  the  food 
of  the  few  inhabitants  at  certain  times  of  the  year. 

In  all  the  few  details  given  about  the  blood  trout 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  two  fish  are  exactly 
similar.  They  have  the  same  brilliant  colours ; 
they  spawn  twice  in  one  year  and  are  caught  in 
greatest  numbers  at  spawning  times  ;  they  inhabit 
the  deepest  parts  of  the  lake,  and  are  supposed  to 
feed  on  small  organisms,  as  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
other  food  ;  they  have  the  same  marks,  said  to  be 
imprints  of  leaves  and  twigs,  and  are  very  good 
to  eat ;  they  are  indigenous  and  equallj'  mysterious 
in  their  habitations  and  movements.  There  is  no 
mention  made  of  the  structure  of  the  head  and 
intestines  or  the  size.  In  this,  char  have  another 
remarkable  characteristic — they  are  marvellously 
imiform  in  size  and  weight. 

In  the  absence  of  these  details,  then,  and  in  view 
of  the  wide  distribution  of  char,  I^do  not  think  it 
unreasonable  to  offer  the  suggestion  that  the  two 
are  one  and  the  same  fish.  It  might  be  of  some  use 
to  the  ichthyologists  who  have  been  asked  to  classify 
the  blood  trout,  and  find  it  a  name  among  the 
Salmonidce. 

The  following  questions  and  answers  about  the 
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char  which  appeared  in  the  North  Wales  Gazette  for 
Feb.  2,  1809,  prove  still  further  the  resemblance 
between  the  blood  trout  and  the  char  of  North 
Wales.  Some  of  them  have  appeared  before  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  questions  were  drawn  up  by  a 
gentleman  called  Mr.  Humphrey  Owen,  and  were 
answered  by  JVIr.  David  Thomas,  better  known  to 
Welshmen  by  his  bardic  name,  Dafydd  Ddu  Eryri. 

(1)  When  do  char  appear  and  disappear  ?— The 
char  season  begins  in  the  Llanberis  lakes  about  the 
middle  of  October  ;  in  Quellyn  about  the  beginning 
of  January  ;  it  lasts  for  a  month. 

(2)  Is  it  possible  to  fix  their  ages  ? — Concerning 
their  age  there  is  no  certainty.  When  the  char  come 
to  the  shores  at  spawning  time,  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  much  difference  in  size  among  them. 

(3)  What  do  they  feed  on  ?  Do  they  eat  their 
own  kind  or  do  they  feed  on  other  fish  ? — As  char 
are  only  caught  at  spawning  time  it  is  impossible 
to  know  what  they  feed  on  mostly. 

(4)  Where  do  they  live  during  the  rest  of  the 


year  ?  Do  they  inhabit  the  bottom  of  the  lake  or 
caves,  as  some  imagine  ? — It  is  thought  that  the 
usual  haunts  of  the  char  are  the  depths  of  the  lake. 
Shoals  of  them  were  seen  rising  in  the  middle  of 
Lake  Peris  some  time  ago,  but  they  are  never  seen 
except  at  spawning  times. 

(5)  Have  any  of  them  been  seen  in  any  other 
lakes  ? — Tradition  says  they  first  appeared  in  the 
I Janberis  lakes,  and  then  in  Quellyn  ;  it  was  formerly 
thought  that  there  existed  a  subterranean  passage 
from  one  to  the  other. 

(6)  Do  char  live  in  any  other  water  after  being 
caught,  such  as  a  well  or  a  tank  ? — Char  do  not 
seem  to  be  able  to  exist  in  any  water  except  the 
one  they  are  taken  from.  They  have  often  been 
kept  alive  for  a  day  or  two  in  baskets  on  the  shores 
of  the  lake.  They  have  also  been  carried  thus  to 
other  waters.  But  whether  they  die  from  want  of 
proper  nourishment — soft  water,  gravelly  beds  or 
any  other  necessaries — caimot  be  determined.  For 
the  same  reason  they  cannot  be  transferred  to  other 
lakes.  J.  W.  P. 


THE  AQUAEIUM  AT  BLACKPOOL 
TOWEK. 


This  aquarium  has  just  been  restocked  with  the 
various  species  of  Salmonidce,  consisting  of  brown, 
Leven,  rainbow,  and  fontinalis  trout.  They  were 
all  picked  specimen  fish  of  large  size.  Their 
beautiful  markings  and  splendid  build  were  much 
admired  by  the  thousands  of  Easter  visitors.  The 
fish  were  supplied  from  the  Oaken  Qough  Fishery, 
Garstang,  and  were  safely  placed  in  the  tanks  by 
Mr.  Ernest  Grierson,  keeper  of  the  fishery. 


TWO  FINE  lEISH  TKOUT. 


Mr.  Geo.  M.  Roche,  the  photographer,  of  12, 
Montpelier-hill,  Dublin,  kindly  sends  me  the  accom- 
panying illustration  of  two  fine  trout,  one  81b. 
and  one  91b.,  caught  on  Lough  Corrib  on  the  same 
day  by  Colonel  Banks  when  trolling.  "  From  May 
to  July  this  gentleman  had  a  very  successful  time 
in  Ireland,  having  caught,  trolling,  twelve  salmon, 
581b.,  thirty-nine  trout,  65^1b. ;  casting  the  fly,  five 
salmon,  25Jlb. ;  and  dapping  with  the  May  Fly, 
126  trout,  87|lb. ;  his  best  week  was  from  June  6 
to  June  11,  sixty-four  trout,  52|lb. ;  his  best  day 
was  July  7,  three  trout  weighing  18|lb.,  which 
included  the  two  fish  shown,  which  were  beautifully 
moimted  by  Messrs.  Williams  &  Co.,  of  Dublin."  It 
is  pleasant  to  find  a  photographer  taking  so  much 
interest  in  the  fish  he  has  to  photograph,  and  I 
should  say  that  Mr.  Roche  is  himself  fond  of  a  bit 
of  fishing.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


REPORTS  FROM  RHERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genebal  Remabks.  —  The  river 
remains  in  good  order,  but  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  consequently  there  is  very  little 
sport  with  trout  to  record.  Since  my  last  report  a 
71b.  fish  has  been  had  at  Cookham  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Rixon  and  one  by  Buttery  of  3^1b.  Also  at 
Cookham  Mr.  H.  Gomm  had  a  21b.  fish,  which  was 
returned.  Two  small  trout  have  been  caught  at 
Marlow,  and  three  small  ones  have  been  had  at 
Weybridge.  Mr.  Franks,  lock-keeper  at  Romney 
(Windsor),  having  recently  caught  a  young  otter  in 
the  Thames  near  the  Eton  College  Masters'  Eyot,  it 
has  been  presented  to  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
Regent's  Park.  A  second  young  otter  was  secured 
by  an  angler,  but  it  did  not  survive  its  capture. 
The  parent  otters  have  not  yet  been  located.  There 
are  only  six  weeks  now  before  the  coarse  fishing 
commences,  so  anglers  who  do  not  fish  for  trout 
should  begin  to  get  their  tackle  ready. — F.  H. 
Amphxett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  in  grand  con- 
dition for  fishing,  but  the  winds  are  still  cold.  One 
or  two  small  trout  have  been  caught,  and  a  local 
angler  has  taken  one  of  about  31b.  while  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett.  Given  warmer  weather  one  or  two  fish 
should  be  taken  during  the  coming  week ;  there 
are  plenty  about. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  has  been  yielding  very  good  sport 
during  the  past  week.  On  the  Bisteme  water,  Mr. 
Mordaimt  got  a  fish  of  131b.,  Mr.  FuUerton,  one  of 
231b.,  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant,  three  fish  of  291b.,  231b., 


and  191b.,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Mills,  one  of  21  lb.  On  the 
Ringwood  water,  Mr.  G.  W.  Carlyon  got  three  fish 
of  231b.,  231b.,  and  26ilb.,  with  fly,  Mr.  Campbell, 
one  of  24^1b.,.and  Dr.  J.  K.  Barton,  one  of  22  Jib. — 
M.  W.  Haytbb. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  fishing  has  begun  in 
the  Fowey,  where  one  or  two  big  early  running  fish 
have  been  caught.  So  far  there  is  no  appearance 
of  these  fish  on  the  Camel.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
hindered  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  week,  but  several 
Camel  fishermen  before  the  freshets  got  good  bas- 
kets. On  the  upper  Lynher  two  rods  got  eighty  in 
two  days,  and  forty  was  the  take  of  Mr.  J.  Ougli 
on  the  Camel.  The  prospects  of  good  May  fishing 
are  favourable  although  the  weather  is  cold  and 
bleak.  — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water 
keeps  up  very  big,  the  incessant  showers  increasing 
the  volume  during  the  past  few  days.  Not  a  great 
number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  water,  but  those 
who  have  been  out  have  not  been  rewarded  with 
large  baskets. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  —  Fair 
sport  has  been  secured  in  the  Lake  District,  most 
of  the  anglers  having  had  fair  creels,  but  the  weather 
is  still  far  from  genial,  and  until  surface  feed  is  more 
abundant,  a  great  improvement  cannot  be  expec- 
ted. The  rivers  are  in  big  flood  this  week. — Black 
Tom. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Okement,  Lew,  and 
Torridge  have  increased  during  the  heavy  rain,  and 
the  water  has  been  in  good  condition  for  fly  fisher- 
men. Several  nice  baskets  have  been  obtained,  and 
the  fish  have  been  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Carey,  which 
latterly  has  been  in  flood.  One  fisherman  had  a 
couple  of  dozen  last  week.  The  majority  of  the 
rivers  are  in  flood,  which  should  clear  the  back  fish 
and  enable  the  fresh  run  ones  to  come  to  the  higher 
waters. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Good  sport  has  been 
general  of  late.  The  best  bag,  perhaps,  was  one 
made  on  May  1 — namely,  ten  and  a  half  brace, 
with  the  March  Brown  fished  dry,  by  Rev.  W.  G. 
Titmus.  Other  takes  of  from  three  and  a  half  up 
to  six  and  a  half  brace  have  been  made  by  the 
following:  Rev.  W.  O'Kane,  Messrs.  Boulton, 
Purton,  and  W.  H.  Foster,  the  Light  Coachman  and 
Golden  Earwig  proving  most  kiUing. — Foster 
Bbos. 

Dovey. — River  high  after  heavy  rain ;  cold  and 
gusty.  Several  good  trout  were  taken,  Mr.  Wilson 
getting  sixteen  one  day. — A.  W.  W. 

Esk  (Whitby). — In  consequence  of  recent  spates, 
which  have  been  almost  incessant  throughout  the 
district,  this  river  has  been  in  flood  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  week.  Sport  generally  has  been 
of  a  moderate  description,  and  though  a  fair  number 
of  anglers  have  been  out  the  aggregate  takes  are 
somewhat  disappointing.  A  few  days  of  favourable 
conditions  should,  however,  see  some  material 
improvement.  The  record  of  takes  to  hand  is : — 
Mr.  G.  Oldham,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Hill,  eight  brace ; 
and  Mr.  E.  W.  S.  Watson,  three  brace.  A  few  clean- 
run  salmon  have  been  observed  to  ascend  the  dam 
at  Ruswarp,  and  take  to  the  higher  waters.  Sea 
angling  continues  to  provide  somewhat  indiSerent 
sport,  and  only  a  small  number  of  votaries  are  out. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  few  salmon  have 
been  taken  in  the  Exe  and,  prior  to  the  gale  and 
storms,  some  trout  were  also  taken  in  the  main 
river,  Creedy,  and  Culme,  .Red  Palmer,  Blue 
Upright,  Red  Quill,  and  Half  Stone  proving  good 
flies.  Until  we  get  some  warm  sunshine,  and  less 
cold  winds,  prospects  are  not  very  promising.  Bass 
have  been  in  evidence  at  Exmouth  and  Teignmouth, 
at  the  former  place  they  have  driven  the  pollack 
off,  and  at  evening  and  night  time  some  large  fish 
have  been  had. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — The  cold 
north-east  wind  at  Easter  and  after  interfered 
greatly  with  sport.  Visitors  staying  at  the  Meyrick 
Arms  Hotel  have  had  fair  sport,  however.  Colonel 
Dunn,  five,  about  1  lb.  each  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Parry,  three, 
1  lb.,  14oz.,  and  fib., and  severalupto  Jib.;  Mr. Nixon, 
Bangor,  one,  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Diemer,  Reading,  several 
averaging  ilb. ;  Mr.  Rimmer,  twelve,  averaging 
over  |lb.  It  has  been  raining  the  last  four  or  five 
days,  and  should  we  be  favoured  with  a  few  hot 
days  the  sport  will  be  at  its  best  on  this  lake.  The 
trout  both  in  the  lake  and  rivers  are  coming  into 
good  condition. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  weather 
has  been  awful  for  the  last  week,  and  fishing  has 
been  impossible  on  one  day  and  very  bad  on  the 
other  five.  The  wmd  has  been  blowing  a  gale  more 
or  less  the  whole  time.  Baskets  have,  in  con- 
sequence, been  very  small.  On  April  26  Messrs. 
Watts,  Malpass,  and  Flood  killed  six  fish  each,  Jlr. 
Milles  five,  and  CoL  Davies  four;  the  remaining 
baskets  contained  three  or  less.  On  April  27  Messrs. 
Edwards  and  Prior,  Mr.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Watson 
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killed  three  each;  Messrs.  Flood  and  Kindon 
four.  On  April  28,  Mr,  Malpass  killed  nine; 
all  other  baskets  had  next  to  nothing  On 
April  29,  Messrs.  Bourke  and  Wilson  killed 
eleven;  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Prior,  nine;  and 
Messrs.  Watts  and  MiUes,  three  each.  A  hurricane 
was  blowing  on  May  1,  and  no  boats  put  out  On 
May  2,  Mr.  Chesshire  killed  five ;  Messrs.  Edwards 
Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones,  three- 
and  Messrs.  Bourke  and  Milles,  two  each  Mr' 
Malpass  killed  three  short  of  300  in  four  weeks  — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Cold  i  and  boisterous 
weather  has  marked  the  opening  of  trout  fishing 
and  few  trout  have  yet  been  reported  caught  The 
best  so  far  has  been  one  of  21b.,  landed  at  Hertford 
where  a  boy  also  got  one  of  l^lb.  Near  Hertford 
some  nice  trout  have  been  killed  in  the  tributary 
Beane.  Mr.  Partridge  on  one  occasion  landed  2* 
brace,  best  fish  21b.,  and  other  anglers  have  been 
successful  One  angler  while  trouting  landed  an  eel 
h  i  -^J"  reports  as  to  sport  on  the  Mimram  are 
yet  to  hand.  Both  the  main  river  and  its  commu- 
nicating streams  are  in  order,  and  some  good  sport 
promises  with  genial  May  weather  in  evidence 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngrgr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  out  of  order  for  fly-fishing,  and  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  either  river  for  some  days 
The  Pmsley  is  stained. — Gwynnb 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— For  the  past  few 
days  all  fishing  has  been  stopped  by  the  floods.  On 
May  3,  however,  the  river  was  just  fishable,  though 
still  heavy  and- coloured,  and  in  parts  of  the  river 
fish  maybe  taken  with  fly.  All  experts  are  now 
hopmg  for  mild  days  and  a  low  clear  water,  for  the 
Olives  are  beginning  to  show  on  the  stream,  and 
that  means  the  beginning  of  the  dry-fly  season  and 
Its  attendants— fine,  heavy  trout.  The  cuckoo  was 
heard  on  May  2  for  the  first  time-a  welcome  note 
to  the  angler. — Heeon. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  nearly  all  in  flood 
which  will  get  nd  of  the  last  remnants  of  back  fish' 
and  enablB  the  fresh-run  ones  to  get  up  in  the  higher 
waters.  There  is  too  much  wind  for  the  moor  fishing 
but  some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the 
hoUows,  where  it  is  more  sheltered.  The  best  flies 
that  have  been  takmg  are  the  Ked  and  Blue  Max- 
wells, Red  Palmer,  and  Blue  and  Silver.— William 
Heakdee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh).— The  closing  days  of  last  week  proved  to  be 
the  most  enjoyable  for  anglers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood as  yet  experienced  since  the  trouting  season 
commenced,  as  the  surroundings  were  much  more 
pleasant  than  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present 
but  still,  for  all  this,  there  were  few  flies  observed 
on  the  water,  and  the  trout  rose  shyly,  few 
being  taken,  and  these  principaUy  from  the  tanat 
and  Cain.    The  merry  month  of  May  has,  so  far 

been  a  dismal  failure — cold,  wet,  and  stormy  with 

all  these  rivers  in  flood  and  no  angling  possible 
Wednesday  being  most  winterly,  with  a  cutting  and 
strong  north-easterly  wind,  which  brought  with  it 
storms  of  exceptionally  large-sized  hailstones  — 
Vyenwy. 

Somersetshire    Streams    (Cleve  Abbey).— A 

week's  fishing  in  the  various  streams  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood has  resulted  in  the  landing  of  five  or  six 
dozen  trout.  Many  of  the  fish  were  good,  some  being 
^Ib.  and  over,  but  the  average  was  barely  Jib.  (less 
than  that  of  last  July).  The  most  successfiil  fly 
was  the  Blue  Upright,  and  a  long  way  after  that  the 
Coch-y-Bondhu  and  the  Coachman.  Water  was  in 
good  condition  when  I  left,  and  should  be  so  now. 
Leave  must  be  obtained,  but  for  some  portions  this 
is  not  very  difficult.  Only  fly  is  allowed,  and  a 
short  rod  is  best  aa  the  water  is  very  much  over- 
grown in  many  parts. — J.  Paul  Tayloe. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal.  May  1 

the  opening  day  on  some  of  our  trout  streams,  was 
a  succession  of  gales  and  showers.  On  May  2,  a 
brace  of  21b.  fish  were  taken  with  minnow.  May  3 
has  been  more  favourable,  but  up  to  time  of  writ- 
ing have  not  heard  results.  Harbour  fishing  has 
not  been  a  success,  the  tides  and  weather  being  a 
drawback. — Geoegb  F.  Saltee.  \ 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fly  fishing.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  used 
worm,  and  several  good-sized  trout  have  been 
landed,  but  sport  generally  has  been  quiet.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and 
muddy  and  out  of  order. — S.  Ludlow, 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
runmng  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  it  will  be  some 
days  before  it  is  m  order  again  for  fly.— Woecestee. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Mr.  Malin,  fishing  his  water  below  Barras- 
ford.  North  Tyne,  met  with  good  sport,  killing 
thirty-two  trout.  The  George  Hotel  water  is  doing 
well,  several  good  baskets  being  taken  with  wor  B 
and  fly.    The  Tyne  at  Wylam  is  in  good  condition 
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for  all  round  fishing;  during  the  past  week  some 
nice  trout  have  been  taken.  On  the  Coquet,  on 
Saturday  last,  Mr.  J.  Scott  killed  a  fine  brown  trout 
scaling  21b.  loz.,  otherwise  there  is  little  to  report, 
for  since  that  date  the  Coquet  has  been  in  heavy 
flood,  and  a  few  days  must  elapse  before  any  fishing 
can  be  done.  The  Wansbeck  is  running  heavy  ;  a 
keen  angler,  fishing  below  the  dam  at  Morpeth, 
killed  a  very  fine  brown  trout  with  live  minnow,  it 
scalmg  4pb.  Whittle  Dene  has  not  done  so  well. 
Anglers  are  waiting  for  May  16,  when  the  minnow 
season  opens. — Heney  A.  Murton. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge).— Rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fly.  We  had  a  very  heavy 
flood  on  May  1,  which  we  hope  has  brought  up  a 
tew  salmon.  Some  of  the  local  anglers  had  good 
baskets  with  the  worm,  but  the  trout  have  not  been 
rismg  to  the  fly  so  well  as  one  would  expect.  During 
the  next  few  weeks  I  think  there  will  be  some  good 
sport  with  the  trout. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  river  had  settled  down  in  fine 
condition  at  the  end  of  last  week,  when  down  came 
the  ram  again  and  the  river  rose  considerably,  and 
on  Monday  registered  7ft.  on  the  gauge  at  Usk 
Bridge,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the  salmon 
anglers.  This  should  eventually,  however,  be  for 
their  benefit,  as  the  rise  should  meet  the  spring 
tides  and  thus  bring  up  a  good  run  of  fish.  The 
foUowmg  are  the  "  kills  "  reported :— On  April  26, 
Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  6 Jib.,  in  the  Stone  Wall;  Major 
Trevor,  one,  181b.,  in  the  Bindings ;  Mr.  Mervin 
King,  one,  71b.  On  April  27,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one, 
101b.,  m  the  Whibbs;  Major  Trevor,  one.  61b 
in  the  Road  Pool.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Up  to  April 
29  these  rivers  were  in  capital  order  for  the  fly, 
and  a  great  many  anglers  were  out  on  the  Wye  and 
upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  (Chatsworth  to 
Hathersage  waters),  and  a  few  nice  trout  were  taken  ; 
but  there  is  still  an  absence  of  natural  flies,  conse- 
quently very  few  fish  rising,  and  most  of  the  fish 
take  the  artificial  [fly  under  water.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water, 
but  only  hear  of  a  brace  or  two  being  creeled. 
Several  local  anglers  have  been  out  about 
Matlock  Bridge  and  obtained  a  few  good 
trout.  The  best  trout  of  the  season  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Edgar  Buxton  on  AprO  29,  fishing  in  the 
Orchard  Holme,  Matlock  Bath,  opposite  side  from 
the  Lovers'  Walks,  this  fish  weighed  51b.  13oz.,  taken 
bottom  fishing.  Heavy  rain,  with  thunder,  on 
April  30,  and  on  most  days  since,  has  discoloured 
the  water,  so  that  no  fly  fishing  could  be  followed 
with  any  success.  But  a  nice  woodland  water  is  on 
the  Derwent  for  bottom  fishermen. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Monmouth).— Up  to  April  30  the  Wye  was 
m  excellent  fishing  order,  but  during  the  present 
week  the  rains  have  brought  down  a  heavy  flood. 
This  has  given  the  salmon  an  opportunity  of 
moving  up-stream,  which  they  have  taken  every 
advantage  of.  A  few  were  caught  in  this  locality 
last  week.  One  rod,  on  April  26,  ran  into  two 
fish.  The  first  was  lost,  but  the  second  was  killed 
and  weighed  14|lb.  Trout  have  been  taking  the 
natural  minnow  readily,  and  some  nice  baskets 
have  been  secured.  One  rod  took  five  brace, 
two  of  the  fish  turning  the  scale  at  21b.  eachi, 
and  the  whole  8|lb.  Another  rod  caught  three 
brace  weighing  Spb.  A  few  grayling  have 
been  landed.  Pike  fishing  has  provided  good 
sport.  A  boy  landed  three,  weighing  respectively 
121b.,  81b.,  and  61b.,  in  one  day.  Another  rod  took 
two  weighing  131b.  Smaller  pike  are  plentiful 
enough.  Ground  fishing  has  also  resulted  in  several 
good  baskets  being  taken.  Taken  altogether  last 
week  was  exceptionally  favourable,  and  as  the 
water  is  now  rapidly  settling  another  good  spell 
may  be  confidently  anticipated. — Jos.  G.  Jones. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Good  sport  has  been  met  with  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth, 
Redmire,  and  Wensley.  On  May  1,  I  had  over  a 
dozen  nice  trout.  Good  baskets  of  fish  have  been 
got  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  running  high  and  coloured,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  at  Appletreewick, 
Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  The  Rye,  Derwent,  Costa,  and 
Pickering  becks  have  been  running  in  nice  volume, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  caught  daily! 
On  May  3,  the  weather  took  up  a  great  deal,  and  is 
more  genial,  and  with  a  continuance  of  same  anglers 
can  look  for  some  good  sport,  as  now  is  the  time 
for  the  creeper,  and  trout  feed  well  on  them.  The 
best  files  at  present  are  Snipe  Bloa,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Dark  Watchet,  Orange  Partridge,,  and 
Yellow-legged  Bloa. — John  E.  Millee. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  on  April  26, 
Mr.  Macdonald  had  a  salmon  of  161b.  On  April  28, 
Colonel  Clifton  Brown  and  Commander  Clifton 
Brown,  R.N.,  had  three  salmon,  141b.,  121b.,  and 
9Jlb.    On  May  1,  Commander  Clifton  Brown,  one, 
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161b.  River  in  fine  order,  and  plenty  of  fish 
runnmg.— D.  Macdonald. 

Beauly.— Mr.  Young  and  party,  who  leased  the 
home  reaches  of  the  Beauly  for  April,  from  their 
headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  concluded 
their  angling  on  April  29.  Their  take  for  the 
twenty-two  days  on  which  they  fished  was  the  good 
one  of  thirty-eight  salmon,  aggregating  4171b 
bringing  out  the  fine  average  of  1 1  lb.  per  fish.  On 
three  days  the  river  was  too  low  for  angling.  The 
detailed  list  of  their  sport  during  the  weeic  is  as 
follows :— On  April  24,  three  nice  salmon,  turning 
the  scales  at  101b.,  101b.,  and  91b;  on  April  25,  the 
basket  was  again  three  salmon  of  101b.,  101b.,  and 
111b.,  on  April  26,  the  result  was  two  beauties  of 
of  UJlb.  and  111b. ;  on  April  27,  two  fish  of  lOilb 
and  lOlb.  were  creeled ;  on  April  28,  they  basketed 
two  good  fish  of  12Jlb.  and  gjlb. ;  and  the  month 
ended  on  April  29  with  a  nice  symmetrical  fish  of 
111b.;  making  thirteen  for  the  week,  aggregating 
1361b.  The  take  compares  favourably  with  that 
of  the  same  month  last  year,  when  Mr.  Hay  was 
the  lessee,  and  when  thirty-seven  salmon,  totalling 
4071b.,  were  brought  to  basket.  As  last  year,  Mr. 
G.  S.  Gibbons  is  the  lessee  for  May,  and  started 
angling  on  Monday  under  very  promising  auspices, 
the  river  being  in  splendid  ply.  In  the  tidal  water 
a  larger  number  of  sea- trout  were  discernible  than 
m  any  previous  week  o£  the  season,  and  some  very 
fair  baskets  were  landed  by  the  Moniach  Castle  and 
Farley  House  rods.  The  best  basket  recorded  was 
one  of  twelve  trout,  weighing  111b.,  and  the  best 
trout  a  beauty  of  21b.  3oz.  All  these  were  beautiful 
fresh-run  fish,  and  had  no  appearance  whatever  of 
kelts.  In  the  Cannich  district  anglers  from  the 
hotel  continue  to  have  nice  baskets,  the  genial 
weather  and  warm  showers  bringing  appetite  in 
their  train.  Some  of  the  brown  trout  landed  in 
this  quarter  weigh  up  to  3|lb.,  and  are  quite  as 
pink-coloured  as  salmon,  while  the  flavour  is  of  the 
best. — A,  Ross, 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Davidson  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  J udges  had  a  similar  basket, 
and  Mr.  Hedges  and  Mr.  Thomson  had  catches  of 
41b.  and  51b.  yellow  trout  respectively,  while  Mr. 
Whitfield  creeled  over  a  dozen  trout.  Mr.  A.  Hardie 
and  Sergeant  Newton  had  each  nice  baskets  of 
yellow  trout.     A  few  yellow  trout,  over  a  poimd, 
have  been  caught  in  Liddle  water.     Sea-trout  are 
said  to  have  ascended  to  the  mid  reaches  of  the 
Esk  and  wiU  soon  be  aiiording  good  sport.  The 
spring    salmon    migration  is    now  over  in  the 
Solway  Firth,    yet    a    few    have    been  taken 
lately.     At  the  different    fisheries    small  cap- 
tures    have    been    made     during     the  week. 
Bait  fishing  opened  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle  on  May  1,' 
and  prospects  of  sport  are  this  week  much  improved. 
In  the  tributaries  the  fly  will  be  the  only  available 
lure  for  another  month.     Fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  over  41b.  of 
yellow  trout  in  an  afternoon's  fishing.    Major  Hope 
had  some  nice  trout  in  Broomholm  reserved  water ; 
Captain  Cattley  had  several  baskets  of  over  a  dozen^ 
with  fly ;  and  Messrs.  Ridley  and  James  caught  five 
dozen  yellow  trout,  with  fly.    Sergt.  Bell  had  a 
basket  of  thirty  yellow  trout  in  Ewes  water  close 
to  the  town.    Mr.  T.  Bell  had  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  Wauchope.    Mr.  Judges  has  had 
fairly  good  sport  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
Up  to  the  present  the  March  Brown  fly  has  been 
the  most  successful  lure  in  taking  yellow  trout. 
Bait  fishing  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fisheries  Association 
commences  on  June  1.     The  rod-fishing  in  the 
Double  water  is  again  let  in  sections  from  Liddle 
Foot  on  the  English  side  to  Scotch  Dyke,  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  from  the  top  of  the  Thistle 
pool  below  Scotch  Dyke,  the  head  of  the  Netherby 
water,  to  Lyne  Foot,  below  Longtown.    Mr.  Thos. 
Robinson,  of  Cargo,  leases  the  water  from  Lyne 
Foot  downwards,  from  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale.  This 
is  a  fine  open  stretch  of  water,  most  of  which  Mr. 
Robinson  has  hitherto  for  some  years  used  for 
netting,  but  this  gentleman  gives  permission  to 
most  of  the  old  anglers  for  rod  fishing,  particu- 
larly those  staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel.  

Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— The 

weather  of  the  past  week  was  very  severe,  being 
abnormally  cold  and  boisterous.  Nevertheless,  sport 
was  good — thirteen  salmon  were  landed  with  the 
rod.  On  April  24,  Major  Blunt,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  on  Mr.  Duplessis'  rod,  landed  two  salmon, 
weighing  lOlb.  and  81b.,  on  Braelangwell  water. 
This  was  in  addition  to  two  of  91b.  and  lOlb.  caught 
by  Messrs.  Bankes  and  Duplessis  as  previously  re- 
ported for  same  date.  On  April  26,  Mrs.  Oakley, 
Balnagown  Arms,  landed  a  lO-pounder  on  Dunie 
water;  and  Mr.  Oakley,  one,  151b.,  on  Invercharron 
water.  On  April  27,  Sir  Henry  Meredyth,  of  Car- 
landstown,  Meath,  fishing  from  Belleville  House,;on 
Lord  Garioch's  rod,  landed  a  lO-pounder  on  Gled- 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  every  descriptioD  of  Mng  TacMe  snitaMe  for  aU  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDED. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful 
hght,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane.  P""^^'™'' 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 
100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 
30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

saviS'tw'i?;If^'f^ifi,'^''^,„'''''**i?^  properties  are  simply  maryellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  Id 
saying  tnat  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

i,  ah™,t  "fh^Trifr."  i"  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 

V  '°e-in  the  condition  it  is  in  now-that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is 

perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple."  'uooea  uown  a  on  it 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used."  ■"■uLiiiuiy.    xne  line  seems  to 

t,^  ,w,^T  V  "  ^  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 

to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job  " 

had  t  bTtter,°nTtTen1i.f  h":^^  '^"^^^  =  "  '  '^^^^  '^'^^  '""^  ^  — 
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field  water.  On  April  28,  Miss  Oakley,  a  twelve- 
year-old  lady  who  has  often  seen  fish  taken  off  the 
Carron,  drew  her  first  blood  by  landing  a  1 01b. 
salmon  on  Dunie  water.  On  April  29,  Mrs.  Oakley 
landed  a  15-pounder  on  Dunie  water  ;  Mr.  Duplessis, 
one  of  101b.,  on  Braelangwell  water;  Mr.  J.  Munro, 
on  Lord  Garioch's  rod,  one  of  151b.,  on  Gledfield 
water.  On  May  1,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Balnagown  Arms, 
landed  three  salmon,  weighing  101b.,  71b.,  and  61b., 
on  the  Braelangwell  water ;  Mr.  Duplessis,  one  of 
91b.,  on  Gruinards  water;  and  Lord  Garioch,  Belle- 
ville House,  one  of  8ilb.,  on  Gledfield  water.  On 
May  2  water  was  in  excellent  order,  and  prospects 
good.  Up  to  the  end  of  April  fifty-nine  salmon, 
weighing  550 Jib.,  have  been  caught  this  season  on 
the  Carron. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — A  good  deal  of  rain  has 
fallen  recently  in  this  district  of  the  Deveron,  which 
is  in  good  condition  for  angling.  Fair  trout-fishing 
is  being  enjoyed  on  the  open  water  below  the  Bridge 
of  Banff,  some  fine  fish  having  been  landed.  On 
the  Banff  Fife  Arms  section  of  the  river  on  April  25 
Mr.  and  Master  Mundey  had  151b.  of  trout;  on 
April  26,  8|lb. ;  and  on  April  27,  61b.  The  net 
fishing  on  the  river  and  adjacent  coast  somewhat 
improved  during  the  past  week.  The  salmon  are 
of  capital  quality,  and  averaging  101b.  to  121b.  A 
box  of  about  2cwt.  was  consigned  to  the  market  on 
May  2.— H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel  House,  Mr.  Vickery 
has  had  the  following  baskets: — On  April  20, 
twenty-one  finnock  weighing  61b.;  on  April  21, 
twenty-two  finnock  weighing  51b.  12oz. ;  on  April 
22,  fifteen  finnock  weighing  61b. ;  on  April  24,  one 
salmon  weighing  41b.  12oz.,  and  eight  finnock 
weighing  31b.  8oz.  ;  on  April  25,  nine  finnock 
weighing  41b. ;  on  April  28,  six  finnock  weighing 
.31b.,  and  on  April  29,  six  finnock  weighing  31b.  12oz. 
— G.  D.  Stirling. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  wintry  conditions  which  held 
during  the  greater  part  of  April  have  given  place  to 
mild  weather.  The  snow  is  fast  disappearing  from 
the  hills,  and  though  there  is  a  good  deal  of  snow- 
broth  the  angling  of  the  past  week  has  been  fairly 
good.  The  heaviest  trout  was  one  killed  by  Mr.  J. 
D.  Lyon  on  the  upper  reaches  below  Folda.  It 
weighed  l  |-lb.,  and  was  caught  with  Hare's  Ear  and 
Woodcock  Wing  Fly  tied  on  drawn  gut.  Trout  are 
far  from  being  in  fuU  condition. — Iasgaie. 

Locbiuver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  April  26,  Mr. 
Dickinson,  Brighton,  off  Kirkaig,  had  a  nice  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  141b. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Glasgow,  off 
Loch  Culag,  eight  trout,  3|-lb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  Midlothian  Club 
held  a  successful  competition  on  April  27,  when 
seven  members  creeled  with  fly  fifty-eight  trout 
which  weighed  491b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  J.  A.  Leith ; 
second,  Mr.  P.  Boa;  third,  Mr.  J.  Brown.  Dun- 
fermline Club,  with  seventeen  rods,  captured  fifty-six 
trout,  371b.  12oz.  First,  Mr.  J.Morris  ;  second,  Mr.  G. 
Watson.  Mr.  T.  Walker,  Edinburgh,  six  trout,  101b. 
Twenty-two  members  of  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo 
Club  on  Tuesday  had  a  catch  of  forty-five  trout, 
which  weighed  331b.  3oz.  The  first  prize  was  gained 
by  Mr.  C.  Duff  with  three  trout,  51b.  ;  second,  Mr. 
C.  Robb,  two  trout,  31b.  5oz.  The  heaviest  trout 
weighed  21b.  13oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).  —  On  the  hotel 
water  on  April  15,  Mr.  James  Lord  caught  a  salmon 
161b.  ;  on  April  21,  one,  181b.  ;  on  April  22,  one, 
191b.— Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  25,  Captain 
Paterson,  Glasgow,  landed  two  salmon  of  24lb.  and 
181b.  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one,  181b.  ;  Sir  David 
Richmond,  Glasgow,  one,  141b.  On  April  26,  Mr. 
H.  Horwood,  one  trout,  71b.  On  April  27,  Mr.  H. 
Haynes,  Nottingham,  one  salmon,  231b. ;  Captain 
Paterson,  one  141b.  On  April  28,  Sir  David  Rich- 
mond, one  salmon,  19Ib.,  and  a  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  J. 
C.  Pipe,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  April  29,  Mr.  H. 
Haynes,  one,  221b.  ;  Mrs.  Knight,  one,  171b.  On 
May  1,  Mr.  H.  Haynes,  one,  61b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  Glentana 
water  Mr.  Geo.  Coates  and  party  commenced  their 
spring  season  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  Coates  had  two 
fish.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  Professor  Cunningham 
had  seven  fish  last  week  weighing  from  61b.  to  191b., 
Mr.  Bush  six,  Mr.  Wilkinson  four.  Major  Bethune 
three,  Mr.  Jones  two,  and  Mr.  Somerson  one.  On 
the  Park  water  Captain  and  Mrs.  Slierife  had  seven 
fish,  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Cutter 
water  Mr.  Gill  had  two  nice  baskets  of  finnock  of 
thirteen  and  seventeen  fish.  Don. — Good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  are  being  made  daily.  On  the 
tidals  anglers  are  getting  from  six  to  twelve  finnock 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Don.  On  the  Glass  water  Mr. 
Burr  had  a  basket  of  fifty-four  brown  trout  on 
Monday,  May  1.  The  Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers 
held  their  annual  competition  on  Monday,  May  1, 
the  conditions  were  unfavourable. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Although  the  weather  has  been  so  tempestuous 


that  salmon  angling  had  to  be  prosecuted  under 
difficulties,  Mr.  Chiistie,  Alexandria,  Dumbarton- 
shire, still  continues  to  get  excellent  sport.  On 
April  24,  he  landed  two  salmon,  which  weighed 
101b.  and  lUb.  ;  on  April  25,  he  landed  four  salmon, 
two  of  which  weighed  9 Jib.  each,  one  91b. ,  andanother 
71b.  ;  on  April  27,  he  caught  two,  weighing  101b. 
and  91b. ;  on  April  28,  one  of  6pb.  On  May  1  the 
weather  was  of  a  most  wintry  character,  but  on 
May  2  there  were  indications  of  a  change  for  the 
better. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  the  weather 
was  unfavourable,  and  one  day  blank,  sixteen 
salmon  were  landed  by  anglers  from  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  in  the  course  of  the  past  week.  On 
April  24,  Mrs.  Jackson  landed  two,  which  weighed 
261b.  and  231b. ;  Mr.  Evans,  a  9-pounder ;  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  one  of  81b.  On  April  25,  Mr.  Johnson 
landed  a  12-pounder  ;  and  Mr.  Evans,  one  of  11  lb. 
On  April  26,  Miss  Evans  had  one  salmon,  weighing 
81b. ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  71b.  On  April  28, 
Miss  Evans  caught  a  fine  one  of  221b ;  and  Mr. 
Evans  an  8-pounder.  On  April  29  six  fine  salmon 
were  landed — Miss  Evans  had  one  of  231b. ;  Mrs. 
Jackson,  two,  weighing  101b.  each ;  Mr.  Evans,  two 
of  101b.  and  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  .Johnson,  a  12-pounder. 
May  1  was  wet  and  cold.  The  total  number  of 
salmon  landed  on  the  river  up  to  the  end  of  April 
was  sixty-three,  which  aggregated  7971b.,  or  an 
average  of  close  on  12flb. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Much  rain  has  fallen  over 
this  district  since  last  week's  report,  and  the  various 
rivers  have  been  frequently  disturbed.  The  Solway 
nets  are  not  doing  much  this  week  among  salmon, 
though  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  caught  in  the 
stake-nets  near  the  mouth  of  the  Annan.  The 
Annan.h — This  river  has  been  entirely  out  of  ply 
for  fly  for  several  days.  Mr.  W.  Johnstone,  Annan, 
caught  a  few  nice  yeUow  trout  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water  with  fly.  Mr.  Richardson  had  a  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Dinwoodie  portion  on  April  29,  and 
another  rod  had  a  fair  basket  in  the  Nethercleugh 
portion  of  Jardine  Hall.  Mr.  Thomas  Gibson  caugiit 
a  yellow  trout  of  21b.  at  Galabank  on  Tuesday. 
A  few  rods  also  fished  the  Wamphray  stretch  of  the 
river  on  April  29  and  May  1,  and  catches  of  from 
six  to  twenty  trout  were  taken.  The  Dumfeibs 
NiTH. — In  the  Thornhill  portion  a  few  yellow  trout 
have  been  secured  with  worm  and  fly  when  the 
streams  were  suitable.  Little  is  doing  at  present  in 
the  Sanquhar  stretch.  The  Ayrshire  Lochs  and 
Rivers. — The  weather  has  been  against  sport  on 
the  lochs.  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington  is  likely  to 
afford  some  good  baskets  now.  Mr.  McColl  and 
Mr.  Watson  had  some  good  trout  on  Saturday, 
and  one  or  two  other  rods  have  been  out 
from  the  Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmellington.  Loch 
Winnoch  has  given  a  few  trout  of  late.  Mr. 
G.  Hunter  caught  three  on  April  28  which 
weighed  31b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Howatt,  fishing  the 
same  loch,  took  four  weighing  4lb.  2oz.  On  the 
coast  near  to  Ballantrae  the  lessee  of  the  salmon 
"fishings  is  pulling  down  his  nets  for  the  first  time. 
The  proprietor  of  Mount  Annan  water  informs  me  that 
the  iSrst  clean  run  sea-trout  of  the  season  has  been 
caught.  It  was  taken  on  May  1  by  Will  Robison, 
Brydekirk,  and  the  same  angler  hooked  and  lost 
another.  Apparently  the  trout  are  running  now  to 
this  river,  and  this  is  the  first  authentic  instance  of 
a  clean  run  sea-trout  being  caught  for  the  season. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (lUCorayshire). — Taking  into  account  the 
flooded;state  of  the  river,  due  to  the  melting  snow 
and  heavy  rainfall,  sport  has  been  good.  This  day 
week,  on  the  Carron  water,  Mr.  F.  Grant  killed  a 
salmon  of  71b.,  and  in  the  Laggan  water,  on  the 
Monday,  Mr.  Smith,  of  London,  had  a  beauty, 
weighing  11  Jib./ while  Mr.  George  Sharp,  fisherman, 
killed  one  of  9  Jib.  On  the  day  following  Mr.  T.  G. 
Duff,  of  Drummuir,  had  one  of  6 Jib.,  and  on 
Wednesday  Mr.  John  Abel,  Glenlivet,  one  of 
1 1  lb.  On  Frida,y  two  more  salmon  were 
landed,  one  of  71b.,  by  Mr.  P.  Mackenzie,  of 
Glenlivet,  and  one  of  191b.  by  Mr.  George  Sharp. 
From  a  pool  at  Boat-of-Garten,  last  week,  a  fish  of 
201b.  weight  was  caught  one  day,  and  on  another 
two  of  221b.  and  7Jlb.  During  the  past  ten  days 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  Findhom,  some 
good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  finnock,  and  yellow 
trout  having  been  got,  of  ten,  twelve,  and  eighteen 
trout  each.  In  the  upper  reaches  excellent  sport 
has  been  had  by  Sir  William  Gordon  Cumming, 
Bart.,  and  house  party. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  during  the  past  week  has  been 
in  good  ply.  The  sport  reported,  however,  has  not 
been  quite  so  good,  but  this  is  chiefly  accounted  for 
by  several  of  the  principal  beats  not  having  been 
fished  since  the  beginning  of  this  week,  a  few  of  the 
anglers  having  gone  south.  Mrs.  E.  Moon  killed 
one  fish  of  141b.  on  Islamouth  water  on  April  28. 
Mr.  Herbert  Johnston  had  one  fish  of  131b.  on 
April  27,  and  another  of  181b.  on  April  29  from 
Lower  Stanley  water.    Fishing  Delvine  water  Mr. 


R.  L.  Scott  landed  three  salmon  of  201b.,  171b.,  and 
81b.  on  April  24,  one  of  151b.  on  April  25,  one  of 
221b.  on  April  26,  one  of  91b  on  April  27,  and  three 
of  ?21b.,  141b.,  and  101b.  on  April  28,  while  Miss 
Scott  had  one  of  301b.  on  April  26.  On  the  upper 
reaches  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  got  one  fish  of  161b.  on 
April  26,  and  another  of  231b.  on  April  28  on  the 
Dalguise  stretch,  while  Major  Pearith  had  two  of 
19Jlb.  and  9Jlb.  from  the  same  stretch  on  April  27. 
On  Lower  Dunkeld  water  Mr.  Park's  boatmen  had 
one  fish  of  181b.  on  April  26,  while  Mr.  Park 
and  Mr.  H.  Johnston  had  three  of  211b.,  20lb., 
and  141b.  on  April  27,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Prain 
one  of  81b.  on  April  28.  On  Grandtully  Castle 
water,  on  April  28,  Captain  J.  H.  Baldwin  landed 
one  salmon  of  181b.  and  another  of  13  Jib.  on  April  29, 
while  on  the  Kinnaird  stretch  Mr.  Harry  Grenling 
landed  three  fine  fish  of  21  lb.,  191b.,  and  18Jlb. 
Fishing  the  Faskally  water  on  the  River  Tummel, 
Mr.  M.  E.  Stevens  had,  on  May  1,  two  salmon  of 
16Jlb.  and  91b.,  while  on  Loch  Tay,  Killin,  Captain 
Paterson  had,  on  April  25,  two  fish  of  24lb.  and 
181b.,  and  one  of  141b.  on  April  27.  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe 
had  one  fish  of  181b.  on  April  25,  and  another  of 
181b.  on  April  28.  Sir  David  Richmond  had  one 
of  141b.  on  April  25,  and  another  of  191b.  and  one 
trout  of  31b.  on  April  28.  Mr.  Haynes  had  one  fish 
of  231b.  on  April  27,  one  of  221b.  on  April  29,  and 
one  of  61b.  on  May  1,  and  Mrs.  Knight  had  one  fish 
of  171b.  on  April  29.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness). — This  river  has  been  very 
unsteady  for  last  week  which  has  kept  fish  ruiming, 
and  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  them  from 
taking.  In  fact,  on  May  1  the  river  rose  ISin.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  since  last  report : 
—No.  3  Beat,  five  fish  of  201b.,  181b.,  8Jlb,.  8Jlb., 
and  81b.  ;  No.  4  Beat,  three,  16Jlb.,  91b.,  and  81b.; 
No.  5  Beat,  seven,  201b.,  111b.,  101b.,  91b.,  81b., 
7Jlb.,  and  71b.  ;  No.  6  Beat,  six,  121b.,  121b.,  11  Jib., 
101b.,  91b.,  and  61b. ;  No.  7  Beat,  seven,  201b.,  161b., 
131b.,  111b.,  9Jlb.,  81b.,  and  6Jlb.  ;  No.  8  Beat, 
one,  91b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway).  —  Rough, 
unsettled  weather,  with  high  floods,  prevailed 
during  last  week.  Mr.  A.  Mathews  secured  two 
salmon,  9Jlb.  and  121b. — Jock  Scott. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order. 
Lord  Bandon  at  Ballineen  had  one  salmon,  121b. ; 
H.  C.Warren  (Dublin),  on  Frewen's,  one,  18Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Duke,  at  Baxter's  Bridge,  three,  8Jlb.,  lOJlb., 
141b. ;  Mr.  F.  Gillman,  on  open  water,  one,  9Jlb.  ; 
Dr.  Smith,  at  Desert,  one,  161b. ;  Mr.  David  Wren, 
at  Dromovane,  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  James  Murphy,  at 
Dummanway,  one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Gamble,  at  Ennis- 
keane,  one,  6ilb.  ;  and  J.  O.  Jameson  (Dublin),  at 
Manch,  three^  9Jlb.,  121b.,  13Jlb.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Sons. 

Bann  and  Trihntaries. — Showers  of  rain  fell 
at  short  intervals  through  the  week,  and  the 
tributaries  were  kept  running  in  half  flood,  but 
were  not  discoloured,  and  the  fly  could  be  used, 
but  the  cold  east  wind  continued,  and  only  small 
catches  were  obtained.  No  rise  of  water  occurred 
in  the  Bann,  and  it  continued  in  angling  order  at 
all  the  stations.  A  run  of  spring  fish  is  coming  in 
from  the  sea  and  passing  over  the  weirs  on  their 
way  to  the  middle  and  top  sections.  The  water  is 
yet  high  and  few  are  resting  as  in  past  seasons  on 
the  deep  reaches  below  the  weir  at  Caronroe,  but 
continue  ascending  to  the  Kilrea  and  Portglenone 
stretches.  The  flies  on  which  the  best  sport  was 
obtained  with  the  first  run  of  spring  salmon  in  past 
seasons  were  the  Judge  and  Black  and  Gold,  but 
the  correct  shade  of  hackle,  which  requires  to  be 
very  deep  crimson,  and  is  so  very  difficult  to  dye, 
must  be  used  over  the  body  of  the  latter,  or  it  is 
not  worth  the  hook  on  which  it  is  dressed.  Few 
anglers  were  on  the  river,  but  those  who  were 
obtained  sport.  Mr.  W.  Mclntyre  caught  seven 
trout  in  one  day,  all  on  the  fly,  weighing  9Jlb. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Owing  to  the  unsettled 
weather,  and  little  muddy  rises  not  amounting  to 
a  flood,  sport  during  the  past  week  has  fallen  oS. 
On  Ardmulchan,  Mrs.  Fletcher's  guests  caught  six 
or  seven,  mostly  small  fish,  from  lOlb.  to  151b.  On 
Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Ley  had 
nine,  from  171b.  down  to  101b.,  and  the  fishermen 
three,  about  101b.  each.  Two  were  got  by  the 
fisherman  on  Lower  Black  Castle,  101b.  and  171b. — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — -The  weather  has 
been  cold  and  wet  during  the  past  week.  The  water 
has  risen  considerably  in  the  river,  and  T.  Gilroy 
(the  keeper)  landed  several  fresh  run  salmon  weigh- 
ing from  91b.  to  12Jlb.  during  the  past  week. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Bally  shannon  and  Belleek).  —  Some 
fine  trout  were  taken  on  the  Erne  during  the  past 
week  by  the  anglers  fishing  the  river.  Col.  Carpen- 
dale  took  a  number  of  fish  of  1  lb.,  21b.,  and,  largest, 
a  trout  of  3|^lb. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 
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Galway  Rivers.— The  following  is  the  catch  for 
last  week:— Mr.  C.  E.  Hill,  of  Brighton,  eleven 
salmon,  weighing  141b.,  IGilb.,  ISilb.,  181b  12ilb 
8ilb.,  121b.,  11  lb.,  IG^lb.,  11  lb.,  and  121b.  ;  Sir  tees 
Knowles,  Bart.,  M.P.,  six  salmon,  weiehin^lllb 
13Ib.,  121b.,  9Ib.,  41b.,  and  131b. ;  Mrs.  J.  D  Hum- 
phreys, Folkestone,  five  salmon,  weiehine  loilb 
141b..  26ilb.,  lOpb.,  and  lUlb.;  Mr   P.  E.  Hill' 
nmeteen  salmon,  weighing  101b.,  1411b    161b    l-?lh  ' 
101b.,  10|lb.,  9|lb.,  71b.,  101b.,  I31b.,'l3ilb  41b' 
201b.,  13 Jib.,  101b.,  41b.,  lOlb.,  141b.,  and  131b.'; 
Captain  Steward,  R.N.,  ten  salmon,  weighing  17ilb 
14ilb.,  mib.,  12pb.,  131b.,  ITilb.,  91b.,^12llb:: 
12Jlb.,  and  121b.;  Captain  Staunton  (two  days', 
four  salmon,  weighing  91b.,  12|lb.,  12ilb.,  and  101b 
— Milne. 

Lee  Biver  Ico.  Cork).— River  is  in  very  good 
order  and  fishing  has  slightly  improved,  but  i-i  still 
poor  considering  the  number  of  fish  showing  On 
Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  levers,  one,  J  01b.,  and  H.  Leader 
M.F.H.,  one,  121b.  At  Carrigadrohid,  Captain 
Carter,  two,  7Jlb.  and  81b.,  and  F.  St.  Leger  Carter 
two  81b.  and  21  lb.  On  Carhue,  Mr.  Allen,  one, 
101b.  On  NettleviUe,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  one 
171b.,  R.  Powlett,  three,  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b  and 
Captain  Herrick,  one,  101b.  At  Classas  F  H 
Leader  one,  101b.  At  Macroom,  E.  Gillman.  one, 
141b.,  J.  B.  Massy,  two,  121b.  each.,  W.  Howard 
two  91b.  and  9ilb.,  P.  Gallagher,  two,  101b.  each' 
— W.  Haykes  and  Son. 

Lennon  and  Lough  Pern  (Milford).— We  have 
had  a  fortnight  of  cold  north-easterly  winds  and 
the  river  consequently  got  very  low.  The  rain  has 
now  come,  however,  and  the  river  will  soon  be  in 
ply  again.  Mr.  O'Hagan  killed  a  clean -run  fish  on 
Lough  Fern  on  April  26,  weighing  gjlb.,  and  Dr 
Black  killed  two  on  April  28,  12ilb.  and  9-Jlb.,  in 
the  same  lake.  Both  river  and  lake  are  well  s"toc'ked 
With  clean  fish. — M'Devitt. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle^.— Sport  has  been  very 
good  during  last  two  weeks.  Mr.  Worthington  had 
several  fish,  also  Mr.  J.  Acheson.  Captain  the  Hon. 
J.  Crichton  and  the  Hon.  Gerald  Ward,  fishing  from 
Arrow  Lodge,  rose  a  lot  of  fish.  Thursday  and 
Friday  last  Captain  Crichton  had  two,  one  61b.  2oz 
and  one  3flb.  On  Saturday  one  small  fi«h.— Geo 
Acheson. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerty).-T- 

James  T.  Leary  had  two  salmon  during  the  week 
gjlb.  and  101b  ,  and  Mr.  Clark  one,  SUh.  The 
brown  trout  fishing  has  been  pretty  good,  the 
baskets  had  containing  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen 
sizeable  fi.^h.  The  water  is  in  good  order,  but 
salmon  fishing  is  not  likely  to  improve  until  the 
weather  gets  warmer. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrih  (CloitbT)r>  —During 
the  early  part  of  the  week  sport  was  appaient  on 
these  lakes,  and  anglers  had  a  aood  take.  A  few 
hard  days  interfered  much  with  angling,  but  the 
weather  again  seems  changed  for  good,  and  capital 
sport  may  be  expected  this  week.— M.  Walsh. 

Lough  Melvin.— Dr.  Giffen  and  party  landed 
ten  salmon,  in  all  averaging  111b  each.  Dr.  Giffen 
and  party  wound  up  their  fishing  on  April  28.  Mr. 
Morrow  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  April  29, 
Mr.  G.  Keon  landed  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  4.Ub.  on 
May  1,  and  Mr.  Cullen  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on 
April  29.  Trouting  was  not  so  good  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  as 
it  was  in  the  previous  one,  yet  some  fair  baskets 
of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  have  been  taken. — M, 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Blourne  (Newto-wn  Stewart,  co  Tyrone). — 
This  season  there  is  no  lack  of  trout  in  the  Mourne 
and  most  of  its  tributaries,  but  the  low  water  and 
the  cold  winds  have  kept  sport  below  the  usual 
spiing  standard.  Some  rain  fell  this  week  and 
slightly  raised  the  rivers.  Still  the  harshness  of  the 
northerly  winds  is  felt,  and  small  catches  were  the 
rule.  Salmon  may  be  looked  for  after  the  first 
spate  towards  the  end  of  next  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Fishing  during  the 
week  on  the  river  was  poor  owing  to  the  water 
rising  with  heavy  lains.  The  nets  got  a  good 
number  of  fish  on  the  upper,  and  lower  reaches. 
Water  is  just  clearing  off,  and  good  rod  fishing  is 
expected  next  week  as  the  fish  are  running  in  good 
numbers.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well  last  week, 
a  few  good  fish  being  got  on  the  spin  or  the  minnow, 
and  some  good  brown  trout  were  taken  on  the  fly, 
and  a  few  large  pike,  largest  16ilb.— John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Cold  north-east  winds  have  prevailed  here 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Knuz,  one  salmon 
141b. ;  Jlr.  Gosswell,  one  salmon  91b. ;  Mr.  Parker, 
two  salmon,  gjlb.  and  131b.,  on  the  Lough;  Mr' 
Philhps.  two  sahnon,  101b.  and  1 1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Arkle, 
two  salmon,  lOilb.  and  131b.  Some  nice  trout 
were  got,  largest  4  J  lb.  Mr.  Scott  and  friend 
got  five  jack,  91b„  91b.,  13|lb.,  171b.,  and  211b. 
Mr.  Coach  killed  three  salmon  at  Pontoon  Bridge, 
/lb.,  101b.,  IS^b.    Some  nice  trout  were  got  on 
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Loughs  Callow  and  Talt.    Some  grilse  were  got  at 
the  salmon  weirs,  Ballina. — Pat  Heabnes. 
Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). — The  fc^Uowing 

sahnon  have  been  taken  off  the  above  river:  MrT 

J.  ©.  Porter,  three,  24ilb.  ;  Mr.  David  Myles,  two, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Jack  B.  Trenten,  one,  18Jlb.  ;  M  ■.  Hugh 
Kennedy,  four,  371b. ;  Mr.  Maurice  Early,  one,  141b. 
Next  week's  prospects  very  good. — P.  J.  McNel  s. 

Shannon  (Athlone).— The  fishing  has  made  a 
decided  improvement  for  the  past  week.  Tnere  are 
nice  S3ft  showers  which  'are  doing  good,  both  to 
bring  up  fresh  salmon  as  well  as  to  bring  kindness 
for  the  May  Fly.  On  the  wh  ile  tiie  outlook  is  very 
good  for  anglers.  There  were  some  nice  trout  killed 
on  the  fiy  during  the  week,  and  some  large  pike  and 
a  few  salmon  killed  in  nets. — Fkank  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  has  again 
risen,  but  not  so  much  as  to  interfere  s.'riously  with 
fishmg.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  WilHams  killed 
eight  salmon,  16|lb.,  lojlb.,  221b.,  301b.,  13ilb, 
12Jlb.,  341b.,  26ilb. ;  on  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy 
killed  two  salmon,  15|lb.,  171b.  ;  on  the  Worldsend, 
Mr.  W.  M.  Plevins  killed  one  salmon,  361b.,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill,  one  salmon,  281b.  ;  on  Woodlands,  Mr. 
H.  Rich  killed  five  salmon,  231b.,  131b.,  ISHb., 
281b.,  12|lb. ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Plevins,  one  salmon,  221b! 
— John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Skibbereen  District  (co.  Cork).  —  On  the 
Sheppertun  Lakes  sport  with  trout  has  been  poor. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  week  a  hard  east  wind 
blew,  and  later  a  gale  from  the  north.  Captain  Wisley 
and  Commander  Day,  R.N.,  had  varying  sport. 
Milder  weather  is  anxiously  looked  for.  On  the 
nen  river  no  sport  has  been  had  as  yet. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (April  29).— Another  visit  to  the  Venoge 
a  few  days  ago  found  the  water  lower  and  clearer-, 
but  the  good  trout  seen  previously  were  not  at 
home,  and  a  few  small  ones  only  were  taken.  The 
Upper  Stockalper  is  still  dammed  up — slow,  deep, 
ana  sluggish,  and  the  trout  only  rising  precari  juily. 
In  the  lower  parts  of  this  water  the  stream  is  low 
and  bright,  though  the  weather  is  now  warm  enough 
for  it  to  have  been  laised  by  melting  snows,  and 
even  the  bags  of  ten  and  thirteen  made  lately  seem 
to  have  dwindled  again  to  threes  and  fours.  The 
Vaudois.has  been  too  dirty  for  anything  but  bait 
spinning  or  worm  fishing.  There  has  be^n  a  little 
sport  at  Sierre,  but  the  best  trout  taken  on  the  fly 
was  only  700  grammes  (about  1  ilb. ).  The  fontinalis 
of  last  year,  bred  at  Mr.  Robm":on's  hatcheries,  are 
doing  well,  better  than  the  irideus,  the  water  being 
apparently  too  cold  for  the  latter.  It  has  been  a 
poor  season  so  far,  and  something  is  wanting  to 
change  the  luck  if  the  earthquake  we  had  last  nig  ,t 
does  not  have  this  effect,  or  a  thunderstorm  which 
followed  it  to-day. — Benwyan. 


on  the  following  day  proved  very  wet  and  generally 
inclement,  yet  the  five  anglers  who  put  in  an  appear- 
ance were  all  fairly  successful.  Despite  tlie  strong 
south-west  wind  which  prevailed  on  May  1  the  fish 
took  the  baits  freely  all  day  long,  and  some  very 
good  numerical  catches  were  made  by  Me.ssrs. 
Band,  Turner,  Laikman,  and  Brian  Branscornbe, 
Mr.  Band  heading  the  list  with  a  t')tal  of  over 
three  score.  Mr.  Turner  was  specially  fortunate 
in  securing  a  large  number  of  codling  during  the 
evening  hours,  and  his  day's  mixed  bag  proved  a 
very  heavy  one.  A  great  falling  oft  in  sport 
occurred  on  May  2,  though  Mr.  Dyer,  baiting  with 
ragworms,  managed  to  creel  a  nice  lot,  but  in  the 
evening  Mr.  Walter  Dodd  hooked  and  successfully 
landed  a  handsome  skate  of  1211b.  This  splendid 
fish  was  taken  upon  mackerel  bait,  and  measured 
more  than  2ft.  frc:.-!  win?  to  wing.  News  of  this 
capture  caused  an  augmentation  to  the  pier  ranks 
on  May  3,  but  on  that  day  nothing  out  of  the  way 
was  caught,  the  best  fisli  being  a  fine  specimen  of  a 
dab,  which  fell  to  Mr-.  Brian  Branseombe's  rod. 
Spanish  crabs  and  starfish  innumerable  have  been 
the  Mtea  noir  of  all  local  anglers  recently. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S  .A.S.). 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  rather  rough 
weather  during  the  week,  and  fishermen  have  been 
glad  of  a  snug  berth  in  the  harbour.  The  mackerel 
are  taking  better,  and  some  good  hauls  have  been 
made  in  the  nets  to  the  westward — one  day  as 
many  as  100,000  being  brought  in.  In  this  month 
t'le  smelt  is  in  roe,  and  is  considered  the  b^st  for 
food,  not  only  in  this  month  but  June  also.  Wrasses 
and  rock  fish  are  also  in  season  now  until  the  sutmner. 
Some  good  takes  of  soles  and  h>ike  have  been  brought 
in  by  the  tteam  trawle-s.  Pollack  are  still  about, 
both  at  the  east  and  wsst  ends  of  the  breakwater. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  include 
sturgeon,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  d  iry,  scad,  mackerel, 
thornback,  conger,  eel,  bass,  mullet,  launce,  pollack, 
hake,  smelt,  wrasses,  turbot,  and  brill. — William 
Hr=:AHDEB  (B.S.A.S.). 

Wejnnouth. — Pier  and  harbour  fishing  has  been 
slack  lately,  the  strong  winds  stirring  up  the  ground 
and  making  the  water  very  thick.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  the  bay  fishing  and  from  the  Breakwaters, 
although  pollack  have  been  taken  in  small  numbers, 
the  fish  running  from  ilb.  to  21b  Bass  are  "  coming 
on "  at  Ferry  Bridge,  the  Wyke  fishermen  being 
very  fortunate.  Theie  were  a  lot  taken  last  week, 
heaviest  fi.sh  about  91b.,  but  they  were  all  netted. 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  being  taken  by  the  rod 
yet.  Flounders  and  eels  are  being  caught  in  the 
backwater,  some  of  the  former  scaling  over  21b. 
each.  With  the  weather  getting  warmer  and  moi-e 
settled,  I  think  sport  will  begin  to  look  up. — Ch\s 
J.  Russell  (W. A. A.). 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 

The  telegrams  received  this  day  (May  1)  from  the 
various  angling  districts  on  the  coast  of  Norway 
are  as  follows  : — "  Namsen  District  :  All  rivers  still 
ice  covered."  "  Trondhjem  District :  Rivers  partly 
ice  free  ;  weather  milder."  "  Bergen  District :  Rivers 
open;  milder  weather  even  than  last  week."  "  Man- 
dal  District:  Rivers  ice  free,  and  weather  springlike." 
It  is  a  little  too  soon  ta  indicate  yet  whether  it  will 
be  an  eaily  or  late  season,  but  the  indications  still 
point  to  a  certainty  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  snow  for 
supplying  the  various  angling  rivers  when  the  season 
does  commence.  Tne  next  two  weeks'  reports 
should  guide  us  better. — James  Dowell,  Lumley 
House. 


JlssociaUons,  clc. 


SEA  PISHING. 


Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  had  some 
very  satisfactory  spart  during  the  past  week,  though 
the  general  run  of  the  fish  has  been  small.  Flatfish 
are  still  scarce,  but  small  codling  and  pouting  are 
freely  in  evidence  daily.  The  week's  anglers  have 
included  Messrs.  Turner,  Tarling,  Band,  Larkman, 
Bushnell,  Charles,  Dodd,  Dyer.  McCann,  Young,  A. 
Dunhill,  H.  Dunhill,  Branscombe,  Sexton, P.C.  Edgar 
and  Eldon.  On  April  29  Mr.  Band  and  Mr.  Charles  each 
took  some  very  fine  pouting,  the  largest  scaling  Ulb., 
and  on  the  same  day  six  small  pollack,  a  few  fair- 
sized  dabs,  and  considerable  numbers  of  codlinffand 
pouting  were  also  taken.  Mr.  T.  Sexton  1  ir:d  d  his 
first  pollack  this  season,  a  well-baited,  medium- 
sized  fish  taken  upon  ragworm  bait.    The  weather 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
The  prizes  won  in  the  recent  competition  at  Rye 
House  will  be  distributed  on  Monday,  May  22,  at 
the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street,  Shoreditch.  I  shall 
he  glad  to  hear  from  donors.  Ttie  report  and 
balance-shtet  for  the  year  just  ended  will  shortly  be 
published,  and  membership  cards  ready  for  issue. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  society's  members  will 
be  held  at  the  dipplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  on  Friday,  May  26,  at  9  p.m.  It  is  re- 
cjuested  that  seven  days'  notice  be  sent  of  any  busi- 
ness to  be  brought  forward. — W.  H.  Barber,  Secre- 
tary, 9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
There  was  a  very  fair  attendance  of  members  at 
our  meeting  on  April  26,  when  Mr.  E.  Blagrave 
occupied  the  chair.  The  u=ual  routine  business 
having  been  disposed  of,  a  gentleman  previously 
proposed  for  membership  was  balloted  for  and 
elected.  Mr.  Belcher  reported  that  during  the 
Easter  holidays  he  had  been  fishing  in  a  certain 
private  portion  of  the  Sussex  Ouse,  and  had  taken 
trout  up  to  1  lb.  -  A  committee  meeting  was  held  on 
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April  27,  Mr.  Armitage  presiding,  to  settle  and  allot 
the  prizes  won  during  last  season  ;  the  naeeting 
adjourned  till  May  4.  Several  members  visited  the 
Harefield  section  of  the  society's  fishery  this  last 
week-end.  but  encountered  stormy  weather ;  Mr. 
Yarham,  unfortunately,  lost  a  nice  trout  estimated 
at  about  31b.,  and  several  good  perch  were  caught 
and  carefully  returned. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

After  the  holidays  the  usual  Wednesday  meetings 
were  resumed.  With  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in  the  chair, 
business  was  quickly  run  through.  Considering  the 
season  reports  from  stations  were  good.  Brighton, 
bad  weather  interfered ;  Southampton,  fair  quan- 
tities of  bass  taken,  but  nothing  over  21b. ;  at 
Parkstone  and  Poole  Bay,  they  are  running  larg;er, 
4Jlb.  and  51b.  ;  plenty  of  flukes  and  pollack  taken 
up  to  2flb. ;  Milford-on-Sea  and  Lymington,  bass 
were  being  freely  caught  in  Keyhaven  Harbour ; 
Ab^rdovey,  plenty  of  bass,  flounders,  skate,  and 
codling.  Mr.  Bullock  reported  a  take  of  243  rock 
whiting  in  two  hours  at  Worthing  "on  the  wreck"; 
Mr.  Waller,  fishing  on  the  pier  at  Brighton,  pollack  up 
to  3|lb.  Mr.  Holbrow,  of  Deal,  had  been  to  the  back 
of  the  Goodwins  to  find  big  whiting,  but  was  driven  in 
by  the  gale.  Plenty  of  dog-fish,  whiting  poor.  A 
number  of  members  had  fished  at  Folkestone  during 
the  holidays,  and  with  fair  success.  Mr.  Boyton 
reported  fishing  there  with  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels 
and  Mrs.  Nickels,  by  the  way,  a  most  determined 
lady  member  angler.  On  the  Saturday  the  take 
was  not  large,  but  on  April  30  seventy- four  fish 
were  captured,  one  good  conger,  3ft.  long,  sixteen 
pouting  were  of  fair  size,  and  very  good  sport  was 
enjoyed.  Monday  was  too  stormy  to  go  off.  The 
secretary  announced  that  the  rules  for  the  Com- 
mittee Cup  and  the  Sarcelle  Cup  Competitions  had 
undergone  revision.  As  the  former  extends  from 
July  1  to  Dec.  31  he  urged  members  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  new  conditions.  The  fish- 
ing area  for  the  former  would  this  year  be  limited  to 
any  fishing  station  between  tlie  Folkestone  Railway 
Pier  to  the  westward  as  far  as  Seaton  Devon. 
The  weights  in  the  specimen  fish  competition, 
commencing  Auguf-t  1,  had  been  modified — 
cod  must  weigh  181b.;  conger,  241b.  ;  hake,  r21b.  ; 
skate,  501b.  A  slip  of  these  alterations  would  be 
shortly  issued  to  members.  A  fine  specimen  of  the 
lump-sucker  was  shown  in  the  formalin  tank,  and 
Dr.  Simpson  Ladell  exhibited  a  very  fine  scabbard 
fish  (Lepidofus  Cordotus)  over  3ft.  long,  which 
he  had  obtained  from  Fleetwood.  This  is  a 
rare  fish  on  our  coasts.  A  very  fine  specimen 
landed  at  Milford  Haven  by  a  trawler  fishing  off 
the  Spanish  coast  was  shown  at  the  society's  rooms 
last  season,  and  being  in  very  fine  and  fresh  pre- 
servation was  much  admired  for  its  marvellous 
silvery  sheen.  Dr.  Ladell  also  showed  the  liead  of 
a  garfish  caught  off  Brighton  on  April  30,  and 
presented  the  society  with  a  very  well  executed 
water  colour  by  Miss  Ladell  of  the  splendidly 
coloured  Beryx  splendens  exhibited  by  him  some 
weeks  ago.  Needless  to  say,  the  warm  thanks 
of  the  membeis  were  awarded  to  the  doctor 
for  his  gifts.  With  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the 
chair,  the  meeting  then  took  up  the  subjects  of 
the  evening.  Papers  were  read  by  Mr.  Robert 
Stanley  (author  of  "Angling  Anecdotes,"  a  few 
copies  of  which  are  still  to  be  obtained  ,  and 
whose  angling  tales  are  read  by  all),  on  sea-angling 
at  Newhaven,  Sussex  —  a  most  businesslike  and 
succinct  description,  too — no  yarns — and  received 
with  much  applause;  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  added 
his  knowledge,  and  nothing  more  could  be  said 
about  Newliaven.  Mr.  J.  E.  Hall  described  Port 
Erin,  Isle  of  Man,  the  fishing,  the  country,  the 
accommodation,  the  boats,  and  the  men  in  such 
manner  that  closing  the  eyes  you  had  left  Fetter- 
lane  and  were  there.  Mr.  Mallett  added  his  know- 
ledge, and  that  subject  was  exhausted.  Mr.  E.  Hyde 
read  a  paper  upon  "  Sea- Angling  at  Falmouth  "  of  so 
descriptive  a  character,,  and  backed  up  with  so  many 
charts  and  photographs,  that  it  became  impossible 
for  anyone  present  to  say  that  he  didn't  know 
Falmouth.  Mr.  Pickuo  and  the  chairman  added 
further  useful  knowledge  of  the  numerous  fishing 
grounds  within  reach  of  Falmouth.  Next  Wednes- 
day sea  angling  at  Hastings  will  be  described  by 
Mr.  White,  on  the  Hebrides  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin, 
and  at  Sheerness  by  Mr.  A.  Welch. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  on  Tuesday 
last,  was  particularly  well  attended,  Mr.  F.  E. 
Martinez  presiding.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
fishing  reports,  amongst  them:  Trout  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  at  Lymington,  Mr. 
Higgs  at  Worcestershire,  and  brown  trout  by  Mr. 
A.  S.  Graham  in  the  north  of  England ;  whilst 
Messrs.  Higgs,  Gilbert,  Vincent,  and  Isaacs  had  all 
been  more  or  less  successful  in  sea  fishing,  the  last 
two  gentlemen  having   very  good   catches — Mr. 


Vincent  at  Leigh,  flatfish ;  and  Mr.  Isaacs  at  Deal, 
a  dozen  codling,  besides  other  fish  ;  at  Newhaven, 
121b.  dabs,  etc.,  and  on  another  occasion,  161b. — 
the  same  gentleman  being  also  successful  at  Lewes. 
Mr.  Martinez  gave  an  amusing  account  of  the  recent 
competition  in  France,  not,  however,  fishing  him- 
self;  another  C.L.P.S.  member,  Mr.  F.  J.  Williams, 
being  successful  in  taking  the  second  prize.  Two 
gentlemen,  previously  proposed,  were  balloted  for 
and  duly  elected.  The  principal  item  of  the  evening 
was  the  reading  by  Mr.  J.  Dryden  (hon.  librarian) 
of  a  capital  paper  on  the  rays  and  skates, 
which  was  very  interesting,  much  that  is  generally 
unknown  relating  to  -these  weird  and  curious  fish 
being  imparted  to  the  listeners  of  this  very  thorough 
and  scientific  essay ;  Mr.  Dryden  being  greatly 
assisted  in  his  subject  by  many  practical  demonstra- 
tions and  dissections  of  the  fish  itself  by  Dr.  Ladell, 
who  supplemented  the  paper  by  these  details.  The 
paper  itself  was  very  entertaining,  and  many  of 
the  curious  facts  elucidated  were  of  the  most 
remarkable  character.  Needless  to  say,  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Dryden, 
also  to  Dr.  Ladell  for  the  aid  he  had  so  kindly 
given.  The  learned  doctor  exhibited  the  very 
peculiar  head  of  the  gar-fish,  a  kind  of  marine 
Esox  on  a  very  small  scale ;  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  also 
made  a  remarkable  exhibition — a  large  number  of 
pipe-fish  (Syngnathua)  put  together  as  a  chain, 
a  very  curious  object.  Presentations  to  the  society 
were  made  by  Messrs  Dryden,  Bentley,  and  Parker, 
who  were  duly  thanked,  as  was  Mr.  Birch.  Leigh 
outing  will  take  place  May  16  (instead  of  May  9), 
Mr.  Gilbert  kindly  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments.— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  weekly  meetings  were  resumed  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  first  part  of  the  evening  being 
occupied  by  the  committee,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
.T.  P.  Connellan,  in  disposing  of  several  important 
matters.  The  ordinary  meeting  which  foUowed  was 
under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  the 
election  of  new  members  (four),  and  the  conclusion  of 
the  postponed  discussion  on  fishing  gut.  This  subject 
has  proved  to  be  one  of  great  interest,  and  new  facts 
and  theories  have  been  elicited.  Some  capital 
fishing  reports  were  given,  and  in  spite  of  adverse 
conditions  as  regards  weather,  some  capital  trout 
have  been  creeled.  The  Chess  has  yielded  trout 
up  to  2^1b.,  Mr.  S.  Cheeld  taking  one  of  this  size 
amongst  several  others,  Mr.  Saunders  capturing 
some  good  ones,  and  Mr.  Eldred  four  brace  of  very 
nice  fish.  Mr.  Buckingham's  best  trout  was  one  of 
3^1b.,  and  Mr.  Rogers  took  a  brace  of  3|lb.  and  21b. 
14Joz.  respectively.  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  has  had 
trout  of  lib.,  l^lb.,  and  fib.  Mr.  Cheeld  had 
capital  sport  on  Lough  Melvin,  taking  nearly  fifty 
good  fish  in  four  days. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

This  society,  which  was  founded  in  1894,  has  as 
its  primary  object  the  promotion  of  "  angling  among 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Press  and  their 
friends,"  and  derives  its  name  from  two  Greek 
words — Lychnos  (a  lamp)  and  bios  (life) — otherwise 
a  night-worker,  which  the  majority  of  the  members 
are.  During  the  course  of  its  existence  the  society's 
energies  have  been  largely  devoted  to  objects  of  a 
charitable  nature.  Its  annual  concerts  at  the 
Champion  Hotel  were  at  one  time  a  feature  of 
the  society,  one  of  the  most  successful  held  being 
that  at  which  Miss  Marie  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Alec  Hurley 
gave  their  services,  and  which  was  attended  by  over 
500  persons.  Of  later  years,  owing  to  varying 
causes,  such  success  has  not  attended  the  efforts  of 
its  officers,  and  now  for  the  sake  of  the  good  name 
the  society  has  borne  in  the  past,  and  feeling  it  to 
ba  a  very  desirable  body  in  its  sphere  of  activity — 
the  Fotirth  Estate — a  scheme  of  resuscitation  has 
been  decided  upon.  With  this  object  an  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday, 
April  22,  when  various  alterations  in  the  society's 
Tst  of  officers  and  its  rules  were  made.  One 
which  will  appeal  to  many  was  the  abolition  of 
the  prize  for  the  greatest  aggregate  gross  weight 
caught  during  the  year — the  amended  rule  reading  : 
"A  gold  medal  shall  be  presented  to  the  member 
weighing  in  the  greatest  number  of  specimen  fish 
during  the  year."  The  headquarters  will  continue 
to  be  Ye  Olde  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.C.,  and  the 
ordinary  meetings  will  be  held  on  the  last  Thursday 
in  the  month  at  9  p.m.,  except  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings, which  will  be  held  on  tl\e  last  Saturday.  Any 
further  information  can  be  obtained  at  headquarters. 
— W.  J.  PovEY,  Hon.  Sec. 

PiscATOBi.\L  Society, 

Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  (president)  was  chairman  of 
Monday's  meeting,  when  interesting  hoHday  ex- 
periences— generally  unsatisfactory  as  far  as  takes 
of  trout  were  concerned,  owing  to  the  inclement 


wintry  weather  prevailing  at  the  time  —  were 
narrated.  The  Grannom  on  the  Lambourn  had 
been  the  usual  delusion  and  snare,  though  a  few 
brace  of  decent  fish  had  been  taken  with  it.  On 
the  Kennet,  despite  the  grand  rise  of  one  green 
tail,  no  trout  had  been  basketed.  On  the  Itchen 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  and  the  chairman  had  had  sport, 
for  the  most  part  with  fish  which  were  not  deemed 
worthy  a  place  in  the  creel.  The  two  gentlemen 
had  a  few  brace  between  them,  two  good  trout 
being  taken,  curiously  enough,  one  on  the  Orange 
Bumble  and  the  second  on  Sir  Edward  Grey's  Spider, 
whilst  there  was  a  strong  show  of  Olives  on  the 
water.  At  Uxbridge  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  par- 
ticularly lucky,  as  besides  returning  a  leash  of 
under-sized  trout,  he  captured  a  brace  of  .nice  ones 
weighing  21b.  8oz. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

St.  Ives  and  District  Fish  Preservation 
AND  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  on  April  28,  President  G.  Brownlow  (mayor) 
in  the  chair.  The  society's  accounts  showed  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £36.  The  mayor  said  he  had  a 
very  pleasant  duty  to  perform,  namely,  to  nropose 
as  the  president  of  this  society  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  of  Hinchingbrooke,  chairman  of 
the  Ouse  and  Nene  Fishery  District  Board.  Mr. 
G.  D.  Day,  town  clerk,  said  he  had  the  greatest 
possible  pleasure  in  seconding  the  proposition,  and 
it  was  felt  that  his  lordship's  acceptance  of  this 
office  meant  a  great  help  to  the  society.  The 
following  officers  were  elected :  Chairman  of  the 
committee,  Councillor  G.  A.  Smith  ;  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  Wadsworth;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Edward  Collin- 
son ;  hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  W.  S.  Harrison  ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  Brooks  and  Moulton.  —  Edward  Collin- 
soN,  Hon.  Sec. 

Weybridge  Angling  Association. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  presided  at  the  meeting 
of  this  association  held  on  Monday  last,  giving  an 
interesting  account  of  a  week's  trout  fishing  in 
Ireland  and  illustrating  his  remarks  with  a  series 
of  photographs.  The  chief  business  of  the  evening 
was  to  discuss  the  subject  of  holding  a  bait-casting 
competition,  and  it  was  decided  that  a  competition 
should  be  held  during  the  month-  for  casting  with 
Joz.,  loz.,  and  2oz.  baits  for  accuracy  and  distance. 
A  prize,  consisting  of  fishing  tackle,  will  be  awarded 
in  each  competition,  and  no  member  will  be  allowed 
to  take  more  than  one  prize,  those  next  in  merit 
being  adjudged  winners  should  the  highest  scorer 
have  gained  a  prize  in  any  previous  event.  A  com- 
petition for  visitors,  for  which  there  will  be  two 
prizes,  will  be  included  in  the  programme,  and  there 
will  also  be  competitions  for  members  who  are 
professional  fishermen.  The  date  of  the  event 
will  probably  be  Thursday,  May  25,  commencing 
at  2.30  p.m.  Numerous  members  have  already 
announced  their  intention  of  competing,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  competition  will  prove  a  good  sporting 
event,  and  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  bring  it  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  Final  rules  will  be  shortly 
announced.  Visitors  will  be  heartily  welcomed. 
Any  who  would  like  to  compete  are  requested  to 
kindly  send  their  names  and  addresses  to  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  association.  Mr.  Claude  E.  Briggs, 
Holmwood,  Monument-hill,  Weybridge. — X. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society 
at  their  monthly  meeting  held  on  Friday,  April  28, 
were  able  to  announce  that  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  members  had  already  paid  their  subscriptions, 
and  felt  there  would  be,  no  doubt,  another  hundred 
when  the  sea-going  competitions  began.  It  was 
decided  to  send  a  scouting  fleet  to  sea  on  Wedne?day, 
May  10,  when  the  various  fishing  grounds  will  be 
tested  for  all  varieties  of  sport.  A  resolution  was 
passed  at  the  meeting  to  make  known  to  the 
various  London  and  provincial  angling  societies 
that  anglers  will  be  able  to  fish  for  four  or  five 
hours,  extra  bait  and  1  nes  supplied  by  first-class 
licensed  watermen  at  two  shillings  per  head,  pro- 
viding four  occupy  each  boat,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  angling  societies  would  give  Weymouth 
a  trial  under  their  newly  formed  society's  auspices. 
Also  that  those  anglers  living  away  would  aid  this 
society  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  cheap  railway 
travelling  to  those  coming  to  Weymouth  for  fishing 
purposes.  A  sea  lamprey  weighing  over  21b.  was 
captured  here  last  week,  and  has  been  placed  in 
pickle  by  one  of  our  members.  Weymouth,  owing 
to  its  geographical  position,  is  often  visited  by 
strange  fish,  whose  habitat  is  in  more  southern 
waters.  A  large  torpedo  ray  was  also  taken.  The 
above  two  species  are  the  only  ones  of  their  kind  I 
have  known  captured  here.  The  harbour  fishing 
has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired  for  more 
than  a  week  past.  Captures  of  from  one  to  two 
dozen  pollack  is  the  most  from  one  rod  in  one 
evening. — S.  H.  Wallis,  Chairman. 
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Pfoviiieial  flflglliig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

So  far  as  Birmingham  and  its  outlying  districts 
are  concerned  sport  on  the  whole  has  beea  very  bad 
indeed,  as  from  the  present  outlook  it  will  need  a 
great  change  to  make  sport  what  it  should  be. 
\\hat  with  the  heavy  rains  and  high  winds  it  will 
be  very  much  against  the  spanning  of  the  coarse 
fash;  we  must  not  be  disheartened  with  the 
present  surroundings,  but  must  look  forward  to 
the  future,  which  will  make  amends  for  the  past 
beveral  concerts  have  been  on  the  go  during  the 
past  week.    The  Gun  Club  have  had  a  rfcord 

iu^r%u^'f  7'^^  %°  '°  "^'^^  their  prize 
fund  The  Justice  Society,  at  their  last  general 
meetmg,  decided  to  retain  their  water  at  Aston 
Cant  ow.  With  a  change  in  the  weather  some  trout 
should  be  taken  out  of  this  water.  The  next  bye 
contest  will  be  fished  in  the  association  club  water 

fished  at  Upton-on-Severn  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
September.  This  place  will  be  much  patronised 
durmg  the  commg  season,  and  for  particulars  for 
fishing  I  should  advise  the  clubs  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Ted  Oakley,  the  Bell  Hotel.  Concerts  and  club 
dmners  are  just  now  all  the  rage,  and  so  far  as 
clubs  are  concerned  all  their  arrangements  are  made 
tor  the  openmg  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  I  wrote  last  we  have  had  heavy  rain,  and  all 
the  streams  about  here  will  be  in  good  ply  for  some 
time  to  come.  Some  good  baskets  have  been 
creeled,  amongst  them  being  forty  odd  by  Mr.  John 
■  Thompson  on  April  27.  on  the  Mint,  the  same  rod 
making  a  big  fishing  on  the  same  stream  on  Mav  1 
mcludmg  one  of  l^lb.  On  the  former  day,  Mr.  Chas' 
Thompson  took  upwards  of  a  score  in  HuttonBeck 
^T;^  fi=rr'  ^^l^^t^^*^'  Mr.  Murray,  a  dozen 
good  fish  from  the  same  stream;  while  Stainton 
Beck  furnished  me  with  thirty  odd.  On  Anril  2Q 
on  the  Kent  Mr.  Crossley  hid  twenty  thre'L  Mr' 
Bigland,  thirty-five,  on  its  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Mill- 
burn  some  61b.,  Mr.  Bell  (c^tat.  seventy-six  ,  thirteen. 

ih«  °  n.u^  R^^d'  some  61b.,  on 

the  Mint.  Others  also  did  well.  On  May  I  the 
streams  were  agaia  in  flood;  Mr.  Crossley  took 
?f ^^^"^^  about'the  same  nLber! 
while  I  had  a  good  panmer  of  some  forty  fish  from 
Cowan  Head  Dam.  On  the  same  stream,  on  May T 
good  baskets  were  taken  with  fly,  Mr.  Crossley  being 
again  to  the  fore  with  twenty-one  from  the  Kent 
all  taken  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Kendal.  The 
fishing  on  Windermere  should  come  on  now.  when 

bad  V   f^°r  f  K^'^'.'^l*  fished  very 

badly,  the  best  boat  that  I  came  across  during 

Easter  week  taking  but  five  fine  fish—two  rods 
Char  are  domg  very  little. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

^  Ji^^  ^t*         ''®P°''t      theBoUin  is  to  hand,  and 
deals  with  good  sport  last  week.    The  river  yielded 
well,  best  total  five  brace,  but  on  May  sVe  river 
was  rismg  again     A  few  of  our  county  rods  vfsit 
Ireland,  and  when  there  they  should  visit ,  Jap 
they  Z%  *w  T  *^  Shepperton    lakes,  an^d 
they    will    not    be    disappointed.     Things  are 
very  quiet  even  in  such  towns  as  Bolton,  War 
nngton.  etc.,  although  a'fair  number  turned  out 
for  the  recent  Easter  holidays.    No  sooner  does 
the  coarse  fishmg  start  than  we  shall  be  inundated 
with  contests  of  every  kind,  from  the  SZrS 
premier  competitions  down  to  the  huS  odds 
and  evens.    Various  reports  arrive  of  the  Ribble 
are  of^^he^r"'       -°*hing  cheerful;  in  fact.^Sey 
are  ot  the  average  disappomting  kind,  but  better 

?oz  to  it  ^"  ^"'^  *         "^"^^^^      trout  from 
FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Now  that  fuller  reports  are  to  hand  of  the  Easter 
L  tiTshlT'^f^'  taken  for  granted  that  nothtg' 
T^i^  -R  ^?°^  «P°^*  obtained.  Thl 

Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society  sought  c^nsola! 
tion  m  a  busy  evening  on  Tuesday,  May  2  trying 
to  arrange  for  the  coming  season,  and^h^vZ  f 
social  chat  on  "  Fish  Life/'  The  Hulme  wll^ome 
Apghng  Society  will,  on  May  8,  decide  theSs 
^nor.^u*^  '"^*''^  ^""^  °*her  business  of  an 
Sed'L'^T''^";,  ^^^^  Socials  have 

Tnnf  o4       ^P^^  ^^a^o'^  at  Vale  Royal  on 

June  24  and  25.  The  Duchy  AngUng  Societv 
nnounce  a  lot  of  fixtures.  The  first  takes  place  i^ 
D  to  thl^^T  7/"^^  befoUowed  by  otheS 

ivi^gforfrl  °f /«P*«°^ber.     They  are  intendW 

md^w^^h  th«?"^  ^^^^  '^'^P^  a'ld  shields! 

*  l^a-^e  strengthened  thei^ 

Ska  V^^'?^*^"^"^-  ^^lP^^«'  succesfa^ 

.ake  Vymwy  13  very  pleasing  to  local  rods  in  this 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

High  winds  have  militated  against  the  chances  of 
trout  fishers  few  of  whom  appear  to  have  visited 
the  local  tributaries,  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet. 
Sundry  brace  have  been  caught  with  the  worm 
and  on  other  private  waters  Mr.  W.  Hobson  has 
taken  some  handsome  fish.    On  Monday  the  Trent 
underwent  a  temporary  rise,  which  should  bring  up 
additional  quantities  of  eels.     Roach,  chub,  and 
bream  are  making  for  the  spawning  grounds.  There 
IS  still  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon,  and  so  far  I 
cannot  hear  of  any  of  our  enthusiasts  having  taken 
out  a  licence.  The  game  is  hardly  worth  the  candle 
as   the  adage  runs      When  Kingston  lake  was 
cleared  out  the  other  week    the  fish,  excepting 
some    few  remarkabfy  fine    perch,   were  given 
to  the   Soar  Angling    Society   (Kegworth),  and 
were    turned  into    the   Soar  in  the  Kegworth 
district.    One  of  the  perch  weighed  41b..  and  was 
presented  to  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis.  of  the  City 
Wellmgton  Society,  who  is  having  it  preserved  as  a 
companion  specimen  to  his  record  pike,  the  33ilb 
nsh,  mentioned  in  my  last  notes. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  another  week  of  bad  weather,  the  wind 
haagone  round  to  the  N.W.,  but  has  been  blowing 
strong,  and  a  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  so  much  that 
the  water  m  the  river  is  coloured  and  some  of  the 
brooks  quite  thick.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out 
and  only  brook  fishing,  with  the  worm  for  bait 
has  been  successful,  and  five  the  largest  catch  I 
have  heard  of  Warm  weather  is  much  needed. 
Very  few  flies  have  been  seen  on  the  water,  and  the 
fly  fishermen  have  had  a  bad  time  of  it  so  far.  and 
the  trout  angler  for  the  present  had  better  stick  to 
the  worm  and  minnow.  There  has  been  a  small 
run  of  salmon  in  the  Severn,  and  the  nets  have  had 
better  fortune.  A  nice  show  of  beautiful  quality 
fish  was  on  the  slabs  on  Wednesday  morning  but  the 
price  keeps  high,  namely,  2s.  6d.  to  33.  per  pound 
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Prince  Abthcti  of  Connaught  will  be  on  the 
Balmoral  reaches  in  a  day  or  two.  The  poolL  are 
teeming  with  fish,  and  sport  a  dead  certa^inty  A 
httle  more  heat  is  all  that  is  now  needed.  ^' 

Mr  George  Coata  commenced  his  season  on  the 
Glentana  waters  last  week.  He  was  fairl  v  «m^;L  f  1 
on  April  29.  landing  twofishTheTst  dafout^^^ 

Deep  regret  is  felt  in  angling  circles  all  over  the 
north  m  general,  and  Deeside  in  particular  at  thA 
death  at  the  age  of  forty-five  of  Mr  Georg'e  Ni^l 
o^^^Rosecobie.    There  was  no  better  rodsman  on  U 'e 


General  Home  left  Speyside  last  week  after  a 
most  successful  spring  season.    The  other  members 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

Local  rodmen  have  mostly  stayed  at  home  of 
late,  whilst  with  few  exceptions  anglers  who  ven- 
tured abroad  were  rewarded  with  very  light  if  not 
empty  baskets  The  members  and  friends 'of  the 
York  Cattle  Market  Angling  Club  assembled  at 
their  headquarters  the  other  night  to  bid  farewell 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettlewell,  who  arej  leaving  the 
hostelry.    A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spentf 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  cold,  with  harsh 
winds,  generally  from  a  northeriy  or  north-east 
direction  Anghng  has  been  impossible  on  some 
days  on  the  lakes  and  river  fishing  has  also  been 
difficult.  The  returns  in  the  aggregate  are  not 
satisfactory  though  on  many  If  fhe  principal 
rivers  some  good  sport  was  had  with  salmon,  not- 
withstandmg  the  adverse  conditions  prevailing. 
Brown  trout  fishmg  has  been  productive  of  fair  or 
average  sport  on  many  of  the  lakes.  Not  much 
has  been  done  at  sea-trout  anywhere  so  far.  On 
Waterville  Lake  one  day  last  week.  Mr.  Jackson 
caught  a  splendid  sea-trout  of  SJlb.  Sea  angling 
has  shown  much  improvement  as  far  as  pollack  arl 
concerned,  but  owing  to  the  cold,  harsh  weather 
fave  Lin  "^P^^^^^*'  -  few  anglers 

West  of  Ibeland. 
Several  of  the  western  rivers  opened  on  Mav  1 
mcludmg  the  Owenmore.  Feohanagh.  Owengarve' 
Glenamoy,  and  some  smaller  streams  in  Mavo 
Recently,  at  Mount  Bellew,  co.  Galway  Pettv 
Sessions.  Peter  TyreU,  mill-owner,  was  summoned 
by  the  Limerick  Conservators  for  having  a  net  set 
m  a  miU-slmce  on  the  Clompee  for  the  purpose  of 
takmg  fash,  or  destroying  or  obstructing  fish  The 
foSoT*  "^^^  ^^"^      ^"'^  °°«'S'  and  the  net 


Messrs.  Auchterionie  and  Fenwick  hnv.»  u 
very  successful  lately  on  the  Dm  eron       "    fi  ° 
Several  good  baskets  were  made  bv  fL 
of  the  wlather  conditions  ^  ^^"^  ^P'^ 

The  first  grilse  on  the  Don,  a  beauty  of  311h 
was  got  by  one  of  the  rods  last  week  on  the  Parkhiil 
water.    A  good  few  salmon  have  been  ruling  the 
£°ford  wT"^  °f  by.an^S'ru'p' 

Dufftown,  some  five  miles  from  Craigellachie  on 
the  Spey.  is  not  so  well  known  as  an  angl'ers^ 

ttnlfrottttJ^^^^  oTSe 


Captain  and  Mrs.  Sherife  had  seven  n>VA 
on  the  Park  Dee  water  last  week  °5 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing.  ^^^^^  ^"°^ed 

An^nTo'^^'^H^/rK'''  °f  ««^eral  feet  on 

April        and  fish  began  to  run  inst  ac  fi,  ^ 
came  off  for  the  Sunday's  sl^    ^ThL  is  S«  T^l 
sign  of  fish  in  any  quantify  forThe  p^t  sli  tek," * 

Anglers  from  the  Sutheriand  Arms  Hotel  aro 
domg  well  on  the  Shin.    Mrs  Jackson  hf^r 

'  'itThrsIm'elar  ^'^^  ^^^^ 

A  marked  plaice  was  found  in  a  barrel  of  fi=i,  o*. 

BZt:T-  "^l°\r^  beLeen  N^J^and 
isurghead  in  the  Morav  Firfh   '"uu  ana 

was  found  that  it  warL'Jr^e  ^ve^Tye^^go^'t'  • 

Druridge  Bay,  Northumberiand,  and  thus  mn«J 

have  traveUed  over  150  miles  b^foTeVaigX 

^^^^^^       Special  Scotch. 

THE  LUNE  AS  A  SALMON  RIVER. 


fr.i'^^^^^\^,^^^^^^^  Spobts  AND  Pastimes  " 
tor  May  IS  full  of  seasonable  matter  "J  A  D  " 
writes  suggestively  on  the  question  of  deterioration 
of  our  racehorses,  taking  the  inbreeding  due  to 
patronage  of  a  few  fashionable  sires  as  his  text 
•  Reminiscence  of  Tester  "  is  timely  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  otter  hunting  season,  containing  a  spirited 
account  of  the  sport  with  the  Dumfriesshire  pack 
Spartan  attacks  a  popular  grievance  with  vigour 
under  the  title  of  "Tips";  and  then  we  find  a 

handlent  X''  /^'^.^^^^  sympathetically 
handled  by  "Borderer."  His  theme  is  "  The  Hunt- 
ing Parson.  whose  gradual  disappearance  he 
deplores  on  every  ground,  his  influence  with 
parishioners  bemg  not  the  least;  an  excellent  por- 
trait of  the  famous  Rev.  "Jack"  RusseU  accom- 
panies this  paper.  The  veteran  west  country 
sportsman  Sir  John  Wallington.  furnishes  a  ve^ 
smtable  subject  for  the  biography  and  portrait 


diilf  ^^f  ^.^"^  °°  ^  Lancaster  and 

district  to  compel  the  Corporation  to  chemicaUv 
treat  the  sewage  of  the  town  before  its  SharS 
into  the  River  Lune.     The  LanoashirA  ? 
CouncU,  and  the  Fishery  Board  who  ari  ^ 
with  the  purity  of  the  sUamt  itlm'n  TndTe^ 
trout  river,  and  riparian  owners  and  othere  have 
brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  CorporSn  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  ^en  app;aled 
\  The    Local    Government    Board  recentiv 
sent  a  letter  to  the  Corporation    in  which  tj;!^ 
stated  that  a  sufficient  ca^  had  not  been  mie^u^ 
for  their  mterference.   FollowinsT  nnor,  fvTji 
has  been  received  from  si^^lieT  Dewa  '  F  r' S  ' 
deahng  with  the  chemical  and  bacterioWifal  ex' 
ammation  of  samples  of  water,  mussels  sand  \fnH 
mud  taken  from  the  River  Lune  '^%^t  '[^^'^'^'  and 
both  the  chemical  andTacteria"  analyse"  oV?L' 
samples  examined  lead  to  the  conclusion  th^f 
pollution  of  the  Lune  caused  brLancaster  sewage 
is  at  present  of  no  serious  moment    To  th?7?P 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  P^ker)adrl,  f  ! 
in  which  he  declares  that  tL  sewi.f  doe?^^'^ 
interfere  with  the  progre^  of  thflaTmon  ^p  the 
nver.  and  that  it  in  no  wav  DreinHiV«=  f  hi  i.  ? 
persons  who  live  upon  th^  StaX'  DTsJ^ti^' " 
Sfot''?;,''  e^Pf  ^sed  at  the  fact  that  the  Swage 
from  the  sanatorium  is  turned  into  the  river^th 
out  treatment,  but  the  Medical  Officer  condud^  bv 
saymg  that  a  scheme  for  the  bacterial  tr^tment 
this  sewage  is  in  progress. _Wa*ier^toSj 
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THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


Mat  6,  1905 


["  Be  a  child  of  the  time." — Shakespeare. 

Sad  Death  of  an  Angler. 
The  Rev.  James  Marshall,  for  nearly  thirty  years 
rector  of  Tatham  Fells,  Lancaster,  a  well-known 
angler  and  expert  agriculturist,  died  at  Lancaster 
Infirmary  on  May  2  from  injuries  sustained  in  a 
cycling  accident.  While  Mr.  Marshall  was  pro- 
ceeding to  take  a  Lenten  service  for  another 
clergyman,  a  deaf  child  crossed  the  road  where  the 
hill  is  steep  and  narrow.  In  order  to  save  the 
child,  he  swerved,  and  came  violently  into  collision 
with  a  cart  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  the  side 
of  the  road.  He  sustained  a  compound  fracture  of 
the  thigh,  a  fracture  of  the  knee-cap,  and  other 
injuries.  The  leg  was  amputated,  but  blood 
poisoning  set  in,  which,  with  extreme  exhaustion, 
resulted  in  death. 


The  Wimbledon  Piscatorials'  annual  dinner  on 
May  2  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimbledon,  was  a 
distinct  success.  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  S.C.C..  pre- 
sided, and  Mr.  H.  A.  Holt  took  the  vice- chair.  A 
capital  dinner  was  served,  and  the  presentation  of 
prizes  followed  upon  it.  The  silver  cup  was  won  by 
Mr.  Coleman,  and  the  prize  for  the  best  specimen 
fish  of  the  year  fell  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Rolt  (hon.  treasurer) 
for  a  handsome'  grayling  of  21b.  9oz.  Hon.  Sec. 
Lawrence  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  gathering  and  the  music  pro- 
vided. After  nine  years'  existence,  the  Wimbledon 
Piscatorials  are  still  going  strong.  , 


The  PcrrF  Hyfebbolical. 

"  "  The  following  flowery  effusion  kindly  furnished 
us  by  a  correspondent,"  said  Mr.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell  in  his  Fisherman^ 8  Magazine  in  1864,  "if 
coming  strictly  perhaps  somewhat  under  the  cate- 
gory of  tho  puff  hyperbolical,  has  at  least  the  merit 
of  being  comparatively  harmless,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  *  fishing  '  (which  we  rather  think, 
considering  the  locality,  must  have  been  the  addition 
of  some  wag)  is  no  doubt  honest  enough  : — 

"why  go  to  BRIGHTON? 

Pay  3s. ;  travel  over  100  miles  to  throw  stones 
i  nto  the  sea;  no  Dinner;  Is.  for  the  Boat  for  Sea- 
sickness, and  get  home  tired,  and  weary  ? 

why  go  to  SALISBURY 

To  see  a  lot  of  old  rubbishing  stones';  travel  200 
miles ;  waste  your  time  and  pay  your  money ; 
tired  and  weary  again  ? 

WHY  GO  TO  HASTINGS  ? 

Who  knows  you  there  ?    Nobody,  ''and  nobody 
cares  for  you ;  you  pay  your  money,  and  they  say, 
'  There  goes  another  Cockney.' 

WHY  don't  YOU  GO  TO  THE  SWAN  INN,  FULHAM 

(Ferry  House,  Putney  Bridge)  ? 
Sunday  Dinner,  half-past  one.  Is.  Tea,  9d. 
London  Articles  at  London  Prices.  Civility  Gratis. 
Boats,  Fishing,  Lovely  Walks.  Omnibuses  every 
ten  minutes  from  London  Bridge  to  Putney  Bridge. 
Home  easy,  comfortable,  and  happy,  and  coat  leas 
money.  You  will  then  exclaim, '  Now  is  the  winter 
of  our  discontent  made  glorious  summer.' 

Edwin  John  Page,  Proprietor." 


The  following  is  the  programme  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  E.G.,  as  arranged  for  May,  1905  : — Tuesday, 
May  9,  ordinary  meeting :  holiday  experiences. 
Saturday,  May  13,  lessons  in  fly  casting  at  Ches- 
ham,  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  will  attend.  Tuesday, 
May  16,  ordinary  meeting;  exhibition  of  trout  flies 
and  tackle.  Tuesday,  May  23,  ordinary  meeting. 
Saturday,  May  27,  lessons  in  fly  casting  at  Ches- 
ham,  Mr.  F,  E.  Eldred  will  attend,  Tuesday, 
May  30,  ordinary  meeting. 


On  page  270  o£  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  15, 
Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  gave  an  account 
of  an  llflb.  Corrib  trout  taken  by  Mr.  C.  W.  D. 
Maclagan  on  a  "Hardy"  12ft.  rod,  and  using  a 
IJin.  black  and  gold  Devon.  Mr.  Maclagan  hoped 
soon  "to  fasten  into  a  few  salmon."  Mr.  Hardy 
said  he  hoped  so.  On  April  28  Mr.  Maclagan  writes  ; 
"  Your  kind  hopes  expressed  of  April  15  have  been 
fully  gratified,  as  I  came  in  this  evening  with  a 
14|lb.  salmon,  which  I  killed  in  twenty  minutes  on 
a  spoon." 

The  annual  general  meeting  oE  the  HoUoway 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  on  May  16. 

Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  of  Eton,  has  been  otter 
hunting  on  the  Thames  near  Fellow's  Ait.  Accord- 
ing to  a  contemporary,  "  Heading  the  animal  away 
from  a  drain,  Mr.  Howlett  pursued  it  across  the 
river  and  back  again.  The  chase  lasted  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  the  angler  being  determined  to 
take  the  fugitive  alive.  He  succeeded,  with  the  aid 
of  his  lauding-net,  in  getting  it  into  his  boat,  but  it 
continued  to  show  fight,  and  had  to  be  struck  on 
the  back  with  a  paddle.  The  blow  was  too  severe, 
for  the  animal  died  after  being  taken  home." 


'  Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  the  following 
note  was  received  from  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  the 
Frenshara  Pond  Hotel :  "  My  trout  fishery  is  full 
of  promise.  Owing  to  the  bitterly  cold  weather  of 
last  week  very  few  anglers  ventured  out,  but  on 
April  23  Lieut.  Wood  creeled  three  nice  fish  of 
2^1b.,  21b.,  and  21b.,  and  on  April  24  two  of  about 
lib.  each."  ["May  4. — Since  ray  last  letter  some 
gentlemen  have  taken  three  trout  of  1  lb.  each,  one 
of  2Jlb.,  and  one  of  3|lb."] 


Mask  Twain  ! 
Ike  Walton  was,  as  we  well  know, 

A  contemplative  man, 
"The  Compleat  Angler"  tells  us  how 

His  recreation  ran. 
That  charming  book  with  which  he  won 

Imperishable  fame. 
Enchanted  ev'ry  mother's  son. 

And  still  delights  the  same. 
Frank  Buckland  knew  a  tidy  lot 

About  birds,  beasts,  and  fishes. 
And  next  to  nothing  he  forgot 

As  to  their  wants  and  wishes. 
He  never  meddled  with  tame  swans 

Upon  their  nests  a-sitting. 
Nor  interfered  with  Nature's  plans 

In  fashion  unbefitting. 
Nor  did  he  seek  to  censure  those 

Who  knew  and  did  their  duty, 
Nor  tilted  in  the  air  his  nose 

In  manner  trumpet-tooty. 
For  Frank  he  was  a  gentleman 

Of  modest  disposition. 
As  "he  who  runs  may  read"  he  ran 

And  gathered  erudition. 
His  exhibition  in  the  Strand 

Proclaimed  him,  and  no  gammon. 
Facile  princepa  in  the  land, 

A  dab  at  hatching  salmon. 

 GOOSESTEP. 


the  first  part  of  the  lunch,  and  his  mother  was 
feeling  quite  proud  of  him.  When  the  dessert  came 
on  the  table,  and  proved  to  be  ice-cream,  hi=i 
favourite  dessert,  the  small  boy  wanted  a  second 
help.  This  his  mother  would  not  allow  him.  '  IE 
you  don't  give  me  some,'  he  said,  '  I'll  tell  on  you.' 
His  mother  stUl  refused,  and  the  youngster  called 
out :  '  IE  you  don't  give  it  to  me  before  I  count  ten, 
I'll  tell.  One,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven, 
eight,  nine,  ten.'  His  mother  still  paid  no  attention 
to  him,  and  he  shouted  out,  '  My  pants  are  made 
out  of  the  window-curtain.'  " — Harper's  Magazine. 


The  Tonbridge  and  District  Angling  and  Fish 
Preservation  Society  announce  that  a  grand 
smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Com  Exchange 
on  Tuesday  evening  next,  May  9,  when  the  chair 
will  be  taken,  at  8  o'clock,  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Catchpool. 


The  Sole  does  not  Believe  "  There's  no  Place 
LIKE  Home." 
Mr.  W.  Garstang,  of  the  Marine  Biological 
Association,  Lowestoft,  the  naturalist  in  charge  of 
the  International  Fishery  Investigations,  has  fur- 
nished ,  the  eastern  sea  fisheries  inspector,  Mr. 
Donnison,  with  a  statement  in  regard  to  soles  aiid 
plaice  caught,  marked,  and  liberated  during  1903  in 
the  district,  and  later  on  recaptured  by  fishermen. 
The  information  is  of  an  instructive  character,  and 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  two  soles  was  recaptured 
near  Scarborough,  and  that  plaice  were  recaught  as 
far  as  110,?130,  and  210  miles  distant,  explodes  the 
belief  entertained  by  many  of  the  Lincolnshire  and 
Norfolk  fishermen  that  the  soles  in  the  Wash  never 
go  far  from  the  estuary,  and  that  the  plaice — 
always  small  in  and  near  the  Wash — are  a  distinct 
species,  never  growing  larger  than  the  largest  caught 

in  their  nets. 

♦  *  •  •  • 

Mr.  Garstang  states  that  neither  o£  the  two  soles 
recaptured  had  grown  since  the  date  of  liberation 
(August,  1903),  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
this  fact,  together  with  the  small  percentage  re- 
captured, is  to  be  attributed  to  the  method  of 
marking,  which  may  prove  to  be  tmsuitable  for 
soles  in  consequence  of  their  great  delicacy.  The 
results  of  the  experiments  with  marked  plaice  off 
Saltfleet  suggest  that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  that  fish  in  the  district  to  proceed  north. 
Most  of  the  fish  were  three  and  a  half  years  old 
when  set  free,  the  ranges  of  size  being  from  S^in.  to 
9|in.  The  two  recaptured  in  July  and  August  of 
the  following  year  showed  a  growth  of  about  2iin. 
in  twelve  months. 

His  Revenge. 
"  I  WAS  taking  luncheon  with  a  friend  the  other 
day  who  has  a  little  boy  about  three  years  old.  As 
a  very  special  favour,  and  to  please  me,  his  mother 
allowed  him  to  come  to  the  table,  telling  me  that 
she  could  not  promise  that  he  would  behave  in  the 
proper  manner,  as  she  had  never  tried  him  before. 
The  bright  little  fellow  behaved  very  well  through 


Week-Ends  on  the  East  Coast. 
During  May  and  June  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way have  arranged,  in  addition  to  their  numerous 
week-end  services,  a  new  non-stop  express  to  Felix- 
stowe. Leaving  Liverpool-street  every  Friday 
afternoon  at  4.10  p.m.,  it  will  perform  the  journey 
in  1  hour  56  minutes.  A  new  week-end  service  by 
the  same  train  will,  by  means  of  slip  carriages  at 
Colchester,  be  inaugurated  between  London  and 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-the-Naze,  and  Frinton. 
In  addition  to  the  existing  express  services  to 
Felixstowe,  an  additional  train  will  also  leave 
Liverpool-street  every  Saturday  at  1.30  p.m.  during 
May  and  June.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  in- 
creased facilities  will  prove  not  only  of  general 
convenience  to  week-end  visitors,  but  will  enable 
golfers  to  avail  themselves  of  the  fine  links  on  the 
Essex  and  Suffolk  coasts. 


I  HAVE  received  the  following  from  a  regular 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  although  the 
perusal  of  it  has  brought  blushes  to  my  cheek  I 
dare  not  consign  it  to  the  W.P.B.  I  sincerely  hope 
its  publication  will  not  cause  the  contributor  to 
continue  in  this  strain,  but  I  "  hae  ma  doots  "  :  — 

To  Dragnet — An  Appreciation. 
Dragnet  admits  that  his  German's  defective. 

But  his  old  Dutch  is  a  gem,  he  avers, 
"  The  Cork  Leg  "  and  its  music  is  very  effective. 

And  alternates  sunshine  with  tears. 
The  tears  are  produced  by  the  pathos  imparted 

To  the  spirited  rendering  by  "Drag." 
And  the  sunshine  is  caused  by  the  whole-hearted 

Fun  of  that  racy  inveterate  old  wag. 
As  he  sits  at  the  club  with  his  pipe  in  his  hand. 

And  warbles  this  happy  old  tune. 
Brother  anglers  assert  he's  the  best  in  the  land— 

The  quintessence  of  April  and  June. 
The  legs  that  he's  pulled  a-e  varied  and  many. 

And  the  youngsters  know  to  their  cost  I 
If  they  try  to  knock  flies  off  this  artful  old  zany 

They  are  sure  to  retire  very  cross. 
The  thousands  of  sports  who  acclaim  his  veracity. 

His  modesty,  grit,  and  his  worth. 
Join  together  in  wishing  that  health  and  prosperity 
May  attend  all  his  days  on  this  earth. 

*  »  •  »  * 

"  This  is  not  an  advertisement."  The  success 
attendmg  the  publication  of  "  The  Cork  Leg  "  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  29  has  been  astounding, 
and  the  letters  so  numerous  that  it  has  been  with 
great  difficulty  that  I  have  managed  to  enter  my 
sanctum.  All  correspondents  will  be  replied  to  if 
time  permits.  Knowing  as  I  do  the  musical  tastes 
of  my  brother  anglers,  I  am  not  altogether  surprised 
by  the  turn  things  have  taken,  and  I  feel  warranted 
in  establishing  an  up-to-date  musical  bureau,  where 
Dragnet  and  his  capable  staff  of  vocalists  and 
instrumentalists  will  be  in  attendance  daily  to 
instruct  and  advise  the  budding  celebrities  in  the 
art  of  vocalisation  and  instrumentalism.  At  present, 
of  cjurse,  the  scheme  is  only  in  the  initial  stage, 
but  the  orchestra  bids  fair  to  attain  a  glorious 

success.  . 
»  •  *  •  • 

Only  the  other  evening,  whilst  taking  the  first 
few  bars  of  that  entrancing  melody,  "  Down  by  the 
old  Mill  Stream,"  a  buzzing  ^was  heard,  and, 
looking  round,  I  discovered  that  some  May 
Flies  that  had  been  carefully  laid  aside  for  future 
use  had  become  so  enthralled  by  the  sweet  discourse 
that  they  were  flying  round  the  room,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  recaptured  them. 
Again,  when  I  (Dragnet,  one  of  the  greatest  vocalists 
on  earth,  vide  all  the  Press)  was  rehearsmg  that 
never-to-be-forgotten  and  soul-inspiring  ditty,  "  A 
Life  on  the  Ocean  Wave,"  accompanied  by  my 
celebrated  string  band,  a  pair  of  very  fine  kippers 
that  had  been  intended  for  the  adornment  of  the 
Dragnet  breakfast  table  were  so  charmed  that  they 
danced  with  glee,  and  had  it  been  "  Jack  Robmson 
that  I  had  been  singing,  the  hornpipe  would  well- 
nigh  have  been  perfect.  To  what  does  this  portend  ? 
—success  !  great  success  !!  glorious  success  !!!  Space 
being  limited,  I  am  perforce  compelled  to  break  off 
in  the  middle  of  my  narrative,  but  anon  further 
announcements  will  be  made  by  the  world-renowned 
impresario,  ,  Dragnet. 


i 


Mat  6,  1905 
A  MID-WINTEE  FISH  STORY. 

r^u^^^i  ^u*'"®  ^^'^^y-  concerns  fish  and  those 
who  catch  them;  and  it  teaches  the  moral  that  he 
who  behaves  that  a  fish  is  dead  simply  because  it  U 
frozen  IS  sometimes  mistaken  a?  to  the  facts.  The 
Lakeview  Club  had  a  gathering  at  North  Hadley 
one  afternoon  recently,  and  one  of  those  who  went 
out  to  enjoy  the  fun  and  partake  of  thfc  fish  dinner 
which  was  served  at  the  club  house,  was  Howard 
;  a  good  time  along  with  the  rest 

ot  the  guests  and  experienced  nothing  unusual. 
As  the  afternoon  wore  on  he  bethought  himself  of 
the  children  at  home  and  concluded  that  they 
would  derive  mstruction  and  amusement  from  the 
examination  of  a  real  fish.  So  he  went  out  to  the 
pile  of  fish,  which  had  been  caught  by  the  clubmen 
and  selected  a  fine  frozen  spscimen,  weighing  about 
bib.  I  his  he  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  paper  and 
placed  m  the  pocket  of  his  overcoat.  He  returned 
to  his  home  m  the  evening,  bearing  with  him  the 
fish,  entered  the  house  and  hung  up  the  coat  ia  a 
warm  corner.  He  did  not  think  of  the  fish  until 
later  m  the  evening,  and  then  went  to  the  coat  to 
take  out  his  frozen  creature.  In  place  of  a  frozen 
fash  he  drew  forth  a  live  one.  It  was  the  same  one 
which  was  frozen  as  stiff  a?  a  board  earlier  in  the 
day.  It  was  now  in  so  fair  a  way  towards  complete 
resuscitation  that  it  was  thrown  into  a  basin  and 
the  water  was  turned  on  it.  The  next  morning  the 
fash  was  swimming  about  ad  libitum.  A  live  fish  is 
very  much  to  be  preferred  to  a  frozen  one  — 
Northampton  Gazette  (Mass.) 


THE  JOCK  SCOTT  FLY. 

a^^ays  wondered  at  the  killing  qualities 
ot  this  fly,  for  it  seems  to  have  a  strange  charm  for 
the  salmon,  notwithstanding  the  brilliancy  of  its 
colours.  I  suppose  that  in  the  books  of  anglers 
generally  there  is  as  large  a  proportion  of  these 
flies  as  there  is  of  the  other  highly  successful 
creation.  Silver  Doctor,  which  fly  I  consider  is,  for 
all  waters  and  almost  all  conditions  of  water,  the 
most  seductive  lure  that  ever  was  cast. 

Like  many  other  salmon  flies,  there  is  a  vast 
dissimilarity  in  both  the  Jock  Scott  and  Silver 
Doctor  of  different  tiers;  the  brilliancy  of  both 
soon  fades  if  dyed  feathers  and  imitation  tinsel  are 
uaed,  and  a  visit  to  the  tackle  stores  will  show  the 
extent  to  which  the  cheaper  grade  of  feathers  are 
used  m  these,  and,  in  fact,  many  others  of  the  more 
expensive  flies. 

Among  the  feathers  which  are  used  in  their 
make-up  by  the  more  responsible  tiers,  are  some  of 
those  delicate  and  beautiful  plumes  in  the  crest  of 
the  Chinese  golden  pheasant ;  the  lustre  of  these  is 
always  brilliant  in  the  water,  and,  although  I  have 
handled  a  great  variety  of  feathers  which  were 
dyed  in  the  most  skilful  manner  possible.  I  have 
Qever  yet  seen  one  that  began  to  approach  those  I 
have  named  m  brilliancy  and  every  other  desirable 
quality  m  a  salmon  fly  as  it  passes  through  the 
water.  In  the  Silver  Doctor  and  a  number  of  other 
kinds  a  considerable  tinsel  is  u';ed,  and  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  only  the  pure  silver  tinsel 
shall  be  wound. 

In  the  ordinary  run  of  store  flies  a  poor  imitation 
B  employed,  on  account  of  the  greater  expense  of 
the  pure  article,  just  as  cheap  dyed  feathers  are 
ised  as  a  substitute  for  those  of  the  pheasant ;  and 
nany  anglers  find  it  necessary  in  ordering  flies  to 
itipulate  that  all  the  material  used  shall  be  of  the 
)est  quality. 

My  torn  and  faded  Jock  Scotts  have,  like  the 
)thers,  filled  their  mission,  each  having  landed  at 
east  one  salmon,  and,  as  I  gaze  upon  them 
ndividually,  I  recall  to  memory  all  the  incidents  of 
he  struggle  and  locate  the  very  pool  in  which  the 
almon  was  taken.  Men  may  smile  at  one  bestowing 
Quch  sentiment  on  a  lot  of  old  and  ruined  flies 
'ut  when  each  of  them  tells  a  thrilling  story  of  the 
:rand  old  rivers  among  the  mountains;  of  the 
lehcious  aroma  of  the  forest ;  of  the  dark,  deep 
aam-flecked  pools ;  of  the  delicate  lure  upon  the 
^ater ;  of  the  rise  of  the  argent-clad  king  of  game 
^V^'  stfuggl®.  and  of  the  final  victory— I 

old  that  such  sentiment  is  not  misplaced.— E  A 
AMUELS  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

Xettecs  to  the  TBUiox, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

PLAYINQ  FISH  THAT  LEAP 
Dear  Sir, — Doubtless  many  of  your  readers  will 
have  read  with  pleasure  as  I  did  "  Black  Hackle's  " 
theory  as  to  why  one  should  drop  the  point  of  their 
rod  when  a  hooked  fish  leaps.  Will  he,  however- 
pardon  my  saying  that  perhaps  we  da  not  even  yet 
appreciate  everything  involve!  in  the  problem. 

Even  if  one  shrinks  from  hampering  the  subject 
with  over  much  superficial  argument,  there  is  a  good 
deal  about  it  to  suggest  useful  thought,  for  it  is  so 
often  observed  that  leaping  fish  are  lost  that  one 
would  wish  to  act  in  a  way  to  avoid  the  catastrophe 
if  possible.  ' 

Let  it  be  granted  that  when  the  fish  leaps  out  of 
the  water  the  tension  is  relaxed,  as  may  be  seen  in 
watching  the  rod  of  another  angler ;  but  then  the 
spring  of  the  rod  maintains  a  certain  strain  which 
may  be  varied  even  to  nothing,  if  the  point  is 
entirely  dropped.  As  "  Black  Hackle"  observes  the 
weight  of  the  fish  is  greater  in  air  than  in  water- 
by  perhaps  a  third—but  does  it  follow  that  the 
weight  of  a  falhng  fish  causes  a  strain  greater  than 
Its  muscular  exertions  in  the  stronger  resisting 
medium  of  water,  sometimes  flowing  rapidly  when 
a  break  may  or  may  not  occur,  and,  perhaps  less 
frequently  than  in  the  case  of  a  leaping  fish  '  If  the 
rod  were  inelastic  certainly  a  dangerous  jerk  might 
happen,  a  thmg  which  the  whole  art  of  playing  a 
nsh  seems  concentrated  upon  avoiding. 

If  the  hold  breaks  and  not  the  tackle  in  cjn- 
nection  with  the  leap,  some  slight  twist  or  chuck 
acting  upon  a  weak  hold,  or  some  intensified  strain 
would  appear  the  most  likely  reason  for  the  loss  of 
the  fish  ;  if  the  tackle  breaks  an  increased  strain 
may  be  regarded  as  a  certainty.  But  why  should 
there  be  a  greater  strain  in  air  than  in  water  ?  Is 
It  not  usual  that  bats  or  swallows  hookino-  them- 
selves are  most  difficult  to  get  rid  of.  no  matler  how 
they  fly  or  twist  until  released  by  hand  '  Their 
tissues  may  be  stronger  and  the  resistance  less  than 
with  a  heavy  fish  in  water  before  it  leaps,  yet  the 
result  as  to  disconnection  does  not  correspond  It 
may  be  admitted  that  in  some  cases  a  temporary 
slackness  of  strain  does  not  cause  the  hook  to  lose 
Its  hold  in  the  case  of  a  fish— particularly  if  the 
barb  has  entered— still  one  would  rather  not  give 
the  chance  of  its  doing  so. 

Many  may  recall  instances  of  having  secured  fish 
with  a  broken  hook  that  had  lost  both  point  and 
barb.  As  far  as  I  can  remember  in  my  own  experi- 
ence, when  this  occurred  I  had  never  let  the  line 
become  slack,  and  should  hardly  have  expected  to 
get  the  fish  if  I  had  done  so. 

One  may  feel  instinctively  without  any  process  of 
reasoning  that  it  is  good  to  drop  the  point  of  one's 
rod  when  a  hooked  fish  leaps,  thus  increasing  the 
relaxation  of  the  strain  which  naturally  happens 
even  to  removing  it  entirely  ;  yet  one  would  like  to 
know  the  best  reason  for  doing  this,  or  what  is 
really  best  to  do  to  save  a  parting  and  avoid  the 
horror  of  that  supremely  bad  moment  that  haunts 
the  angler  between  the  hooking  and  the  landing  of  a 
leaping  fish.— Yours  truly,  BenwyIn 


Hampshire  provides  us  with  some  of  the  best 
shmg  possible,  and  doubtless  among  our  readers, 
letropohtan  and  provincial,  are  many  natives  of 
le  county.  These  are  asked  through  this  column 
)  join  the  Society  of  Hampshire  Men  in  London 
hich  18  now  completing  arrangements,  for.  strange 
>,8ay.  no  such  "Hampshire  clan"  has  hitherto 
fisted  in  London.  The  secretaries  are  at  Amuse- 
en<  office,  7,  Whitefriars-street.  E.G..  the  editor  of 
hich  journal  pleads  guilty  to  his  birth  in  Hants. 


SALMON  MIGRATION. 
De.\r  Sir  —I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the 
trouble  you  have  been  so  good-natured  as  to  take- 
in  my  own  absence  from  town— to  procure  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  the  Times  of  1863,  which  has  been 
referred  to  more  than  once  in  the  recent  correspond- 
ence in  your  columns,  and,  I  notice,  in  your  own 
editorial  remarks  of  last  week. 

Although  in  some  sense  the  letter  may  be  regarded 
as  ancient  history,  I  am  a  Httle  sceptical  as  to  there 
having  been  any  very  considerable  modern  additions 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject,  so  far  at  least  as 
Its  main  facts  are  concerned,  and  the  main  facts  (or 
what  I  consider  to  be  such)  are  all  it  has  been 
attempted  to  deal  with.  And  yet  as  simple  as  they 
are  (when  simply  stated).  I  have  often  been  assured 
by  experienced  salmon  fishers  that  until  reading 
them  m  the  Times  they  never  had  any  really  clear 
conception  of  salmon  history.  .  .  .  Is  it  permissible 
to  think  that  there  may  possibly  be  some  of  another 
generation  in  the  same  {position,  and  who  may  be 
glad  to  have  their  ideas  systematised  or  "  con- 
creted ?  I  append  the  letter,  omitting  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  introductory  paragraph.— Yours 
laithtuUy,  H.  Cholmondeley-Fen-nell 

Buxton,  May  1,  1905. 

Copy  of  letter  from  the  Times  of  May  14,  1863. 
To  (he  Editor  of  the  "  Times.'\ 
The  Rearing  of  Salmon. 
Sir,— Until  within  the  last  few  years  very  little 
comparatively  was  known  on  this  subject:  but  the 
experiments  lately  conducted  on  a  large  scale  by 
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enterprising  and  scientific  men  have  thrown  an 
unexpected  flood  of  light  upon  it,  converting  doubta 
into  certainties,  theories  into  practice,  and  generally 
advancing  our  knowledge  to  a  point  which  promises 
to  be  productive  of  most  important  reforms  in  the 
management  of  our  exhausted  fisheries  and  in  the 
estiblishment  of  new  ones. 

asT^Hows      ^  ^^^^^  experiments  may  be  epitomised 

1.  Salmon  and  grilse  invariably  spawn  in  fre* 
water  if  possible,  bjth  the  eggs  and  the  young  fry 
while  in  the  parr  state,  being  dastroyed  by  contact 
with  salt  water. 

2  The  eggs  are 'usually  deposited  on  gravelly 
shallows,  where  they  hatcn  in  from  50  to  140  days 
acoarding  to  the  temperature  of  the  water  Ee^s 
remaining  unhatched  beyond  the  latter  period  wM 
not  hatch  at  all,  having  been  destroyed  by  the  low 
temperature. 

3  The  eggs  deposited  by  the  female  will  not  hatch 
under  any  circumstancas  unless  vivified  after 
exclusion,  by  the  milt  of  the  male ;  and_at  least 
up  to  the  period  of  migration— there  is  no  difference 
whatever  in  fry  bred  between  salmon  only,  between 
grilse  only,  between  salmon  and  grilse,  between 
salmon  and  parr,  or  between  grilse  and  parr. 

4.  The  female  parr  cannot  spawn,  but  the  male 
parr  possesses  and  constantly  exercises  the  power 
ot  vivifying  salmon  and  grilse  eggs. 

5.  The  fry  remain  one,  two.  and  in  some  cases 
three  years  in  the  river  as  parr  before  going  down 
to  the  sea.  about  half  taking  their  departure  at  one 
year,  nearly  all  the  others  at  two  years,  and  the 
remainder  ( whi  A  are  exceptional)  at  three  years  old 

0.  All  young  salmon  fry  are  marked  with  bluish 
bars  on  their  sides  until  within  a  few  days  of  their 
migration,  up  to  which  period  they  are  parrs  ;  they 
then  invariably  assume  a  more  or  less  complete 
coating  of  silvery  scales,  and  become  smolts  the 
bars,  or  parr  marks,  however,  being  still  clearly 
discernible  on  rubbing  off  the  new  scales 

7.  The  young  of  all  the  species  here  included  in 
the  genus  Salmo  have,  at  some  period  of  their 
existence,  these  bluish  bars,  and  consequently  such 
marks  are  not  by  themselves  proof  that  fry  be«ine 
!aW)  ^''^         ^"""^  '""^  salmon  (Salmo 

8  Unless  the  young  fish  put  on  their  smolt  dress 
m  May  or  early  in  June,  and  thereupon  go  down  to 
the  sea,  they  remain  as  parrs  another  year-  and 
without  smolt  scales  they  wiU  not  migrate,  and 
cannot  exi-t  in  salt  water. 

9.  The  length  ot  the  parr  at  six  weeks  old  ii 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches,  and  the 
weight  of  the  smolt  before  reaching  the  tidal  wave 
from  loz.  to  2oz. 

10  In  at  least  many  cases  smolts  thus  migrating 
to  the  sea  m  May  and  June  return  as  grilse  some- 
times withm  five  generally  within  ten  weeks,  the 
increase  in  weight  during  that  period  varying  from 
A  V,  ^'^^  average  being  from  4Io.  to  61b  ■ 

and  these  grilse  spawn  about  November  or  Decem- 
ber, go  bask  to  the  sea,  and.  in  many  cases,  re- 
ascend  the  river  the  next  spring  as  salmon,  with 
a  further  increase  of  from  41b.  to  121b  Thus  a 
fish  hatched  in  April.  1854,  and  marked  when 
migrating  in  May.  1855,  was  caught  as  a  salmon  of 
-iZlb.  weight  m  March,  1856. 

11.  It   has   been  demonstrated,  however,  that 
smolts  do  not  always  return  the  same  year  as  grilse 
but  frequently  remain  nine  or  ten  months  in  the 
sea,  returnmg  m  the  following  spring  as  small- 
sized  salmon."' 

12.  It  has  also  been  clearly  proved  that,  in 
general,  salmon  and  grilse  find  their  way  back  to 
spawn  to  the  rivers  in  which  they  were  bred— some- 
times to  the  identical  spots,  spawn  about  November 
or  December,  and  go  down  again  to  the  sea  as  spent 
fish  or  kelts  in  Feoruary  or  March,  returning,  in  at 
least  many  cases,  during  the  following  four  or  five 
months  as  clean  fish,  and  increased  in  weight  by 
from  71b.  to  lOlo.-I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

Weybudge,  May  13,  1863. 

SMOLT  TO  GRILSE  STAGE  OF  SALMON. 

f.°^'*"^n^"^'~-^  Ty^^^^y  y""""  interesting  reference 
to  Mr.  Caolmondeley-Pennell's  correspondence  in 
your  issue  of  April  29  that  he  clings  to  the  theory 
that  the  great  majoaty  of  smolts,  after  descending 
to  the  sea.  return  to  fresh  water  as  grilse  during 
the  yeaT  of  their  descent.  The  StormontfieU 
S^^"^®^*^  ""doubtedly  were  taken  as  showing 
this.  The  method  of  marking  for  identification 
was  the  removal  or  mutilation  of  the  adipose  fin 
More  recently  similar  experiments  have  been  con- 

P  ^t^^  t''"*^  thelrToTthe^ahnon 

are  called  Parrs  until  they  put  on  their  migratory 
dress,  when  they  become  Smolts  and  go  down  t^ 
J^y.   IvT'l  V  'f  they  return  from  the  sea 

during  the  first  year  of  their  migration;  and  at  aU 
other  periods  Salmon. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &0. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 



Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and   free  for  Hotel 

Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.  Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

I¥   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
•ounds  Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
akes ;  Corou  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
niles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.    Moderate  and 
nclusive  charge ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
.0  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  Ilia  Bangor.— Proprietor,T..T.  COTTBELL. 

"And  here,  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling." 

rENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN    HOTEL  < 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  River  Tern  e.  Inclusive  Terms 
rom  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  jl/o/Mi<7er. 

Rea.dL  Tlnis. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
md  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
n  the  world,  post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
pr  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

IHUbc.  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOHLD- 
WIDE  REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Ply  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

•Jolin  ISTliite  &  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 

FREE  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  FISHING. 

Eighteen  miles  of  the  River  Lennon 
and  Lough  Fern.     Excellent  Salmon 
and  Trout  Pishing,  quite  free.  River 
and  Lake  well  stocked  with  clean  fish 
from  first  April  freshes.     Nine  trout 
lakes  m  immediate  vicmity  of  Hotel. 
Good   Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  Mulroy 
Bay.      First-class  Hotel.  Excellent 
Cuisine.     Splendidly  situated  in  heart 
of  Donegal  Highlands.    Moderate  Tarifi. 
— For    further    particulars    apply  to 
Pbopeietoh, 

McDEYITT'S  MOTEL 

MILFORD,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

GROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  jlsh— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch — and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz., 
Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile). 
Lough  Gur  (Ave  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff 
very  moderate.    T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 

Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

BLACK  FOREST. 

SCHOENAU  BADEN 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 

HOTEL  SONNE. 

With  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park. 
EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.    First-class  TROUT  FISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors ;    also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owenea 
River "   at  5s.  per  day.     Golf  Links 
convenient.   Billiards.  Terms  moderate. 
Apply,  Peopribtob. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOlbL, 

Borlorgnn,  Anglesey ,  N.W. 
CO nECOBfl"  Ti  ATgE. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TKOUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.    Boats  free  to 
visitors.   Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.    Cuisine,  wines, 
(fee,  of  best  quality.    Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply, John  H.  Billinqe,  Proprietor. 

ANGLERS'  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

(Situate  on  the  Shore  of  the  Lake). 

Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.     Exclusive  Fishing 
and  Boating  Rights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
supply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tarifi — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Anglers'  Inn,  Ennerdale,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAND. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Cpolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.    New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from   Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

LOCH  MHOR 

(17^  miles  from  Inverness) 

now   open   for  the  season.  Tickets, 
entitling  the  holders    to  fish  on  this 
excellent  Loch  and  to  the  use  of  man 
and  boat,  may  be  had  on  application  to 
Graham  &  Co.,  Gun  and  Pishing  Tackle 
Makers,  Inverness. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

ICELAND. 

Finest  Trout  and  Char  Fishing  in  Europe, 

Season:  JUNE-SEPTEMBER. 

3IRCH  CLEAVE  (simonsbath). 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor.    Bracing  air  and 
fine  scenery. 
Several  mites  of  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Barle,  part 

exclusive  right  and  free  to  Visitors. 
Comfortable  Quarters,  Electric  Light,  Bathroom,  &c. 
Teems  Moderate.      station  -.  South  Moitou. 

Telegrams;  "Birch  Cleave,  Simonsbath." 

THOMAS  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

For  Guides,  Ponies,  and  all  information,  apply 
to    Y.   FINSEN.     Address,  until   26th  May, 
Westend  7^  Copenhagen  ;  afterwards  Box  'i-^, 
Reykjavik,  Iceland.  Highest  English  references. 

ILiOUGH  COFtRIB 
DAPPING  SEASON. 

Comfortable  quarters  for  Bachelor  or 
Married  Couple,  in  private  house,  on  best 
grounds  in  lake. — For  particulars  address 
"  Fishing,"  care  Eason  &  Son,  Adver- 
tising Agents,  Dublin. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.    Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

TROUT  FISHING. 

WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

71.1  R  Wl  CKS  HIRE. 

On  tlie  borders  of  O.xfordshire,  Gloucestershire, 
and  Worcestershire.    Old-fashioned  Farmhouse 
(dated  1711).     Board  residence,  30s.  weekly. 
Grand  scenery,  charming  drives  to  Shakespeare's 
country.  Edge  Hills,  Compton  Wynates,  Brough- 
ton  Castle,  Wroxton  Abbey,  Heithorp,  Broadway, 
Whichford  and  Wolfold  Woods,  Weston  House, 
and  Park,  King's  Stones,  and  many  more  places 
of  interest.    Two  miles  good,  preserved  Trout 
Fishing,  restocked  1902-03-U4    with  Rainbows 
and  Salnio  F'arios.  Tickets  2s.  6c/.  daily.  Shooting, 
300  acres.    Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via 
Banbury.  Highest  references.  Apply,  K.  E.  Cook. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,   Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff, 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

FREEHOLD  HOUSE  ^"e  SOLD 

(WITH  POSSESSION)  AT 

SEMINGTON,  WILTS. 

About  2i  acres.  Tliree  sitting  rooms,  seven  bed- 
rooms, kitchen,  laundry,  scullery,  stables,  coach- 
house and  outbuildings,  vinery.  Trowbridge 
Water  Co.'s  supply.     Good  Fishing  in  Bristol 
Avon  and  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal. — Apply  foi 
particulars  and  to  view,  Foley,  Son  &  Mo.ndv, 
Auctioneers,  Trowbridge,  Wilts. 

TUC  AMni  PR'Q  UHTFI 
Int  ANliLLn  O  nUlCLj 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhicjs, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

f  LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

— AND  SPA, 

!  CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

Im^^"'''''"  ■ Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 

An  Ideal  Angler's  Holiday. 

Chester  to  Llangollen  or 
Llanymynech  by  Canal. 

Vi&  Beeston  Castle,  Nantwich,Wrenbury, 
Whitchurch,     Ellesmere,  Frankton, 
Chirk,  &c.,  by  well-equipped  house-boat. 
Dates  now   being   booked.     Parties  a 
speciality.  Inclusive  Terms  or  otherwise. 
Full  particulars  on  application  to 

F.  Abel,  Willesden  Cottage,  Runcorn. 

ONE  OR  TWO  RODS 

TO  LET 
On  the  Dovey  for  the  Season. 

TROUT  AND  SALMON. 

Apply,  A.  W.  West,  18,  Lowndes  Square, 
London,  S.W. 

BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.     Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.    Central  for  aU  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.    Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.   Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &c.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 

'  H8|^^^^^M  ^och  free  to  Visitors  staying 

GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savoie.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Is6pe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 

TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

2)eut8cbe 

IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOYEDALE. 

"J^HE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.    Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tariff  from — 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

Post  town,  ASHBOURNE, 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  ou  Upper  Water.— Address,  Mahaserkss. 

Hnglerseitung, 

FRFF   AND   RESERVED  SALMOl' 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNOJ^r,  KILLALOE. 
Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "  Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

,S.  J.  HURLEY. 

Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-If onthly,  Foreign  Annual  Bubsoription,  m,  8 
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ducted  in  the  Tavy  at  the  instance  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  and  these  observations  go  to  show  that  no 
smolts  return,  as  grilse  during  the  year  of  the* 
descent,  but  return  as  grilse  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  the  year  following.  His  Grace  has  very 
kindly  supplied  me  with  a  copy  of  his  returns  as 
to  marking  and  recapture,  in  view  of  a  little  inves- 
tigation which  I  was  conducting  on  this  particular 
point.  We  are  now  marking  smolts  by  the  attach- 
ment of  a  small  piece  of  silver  wire,  and  hope  to 
obtain  additional  information  as  to  this  interesting 
stage  in  the  salmon's  life. — Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh.  W.  L.  Calderwood. 

P.S. — It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  few 
recaptures  which  were  made  in  the  Tweed  (reported 
in  1866)  of  smolts  marked  by  the  attachment  of 
foreign  substances  occurred  in  the  year  after  that 
in  which  the  fish  were  marked.  I  may  add  that 
the  study  of  the  scales  of  grilse  supports  the  view 
that  a  year  at  least  is  spent  in  the  sea. 


BLAGDON  RECORDS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Telegraph  of  Monday, 
May  1,  a  notice  of  some  recent  fishing  at  Blagdon, 
which  I  enclose  herewith.  As  this  catch  is  claimed 
to  be  a  "  record,"  I  should  like  to  call  to  the  notice 
of  the  Leeds  Society  of  Anglers  that  last  September 
on  two  succeeding  days  at  the  same  place  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  secure — first  day,  three  trout, 
20|lb.,^  best  fish  91b.  2oz.,  which  well  beats  Mr. 
Bazley's  so-called  "  record,"  and  second  day,  three 
trout,  81b.  loz.,  61b.  14oz.,  and  91b.  loz.,  total 
241b.,  which  absolutely  clinches  the  matter,  also 
small  ones  on  both  days.  This  is  the  record  for 
Blagdon,  and  has  obviously  more  justification  than 
Mr.  Bazley's  to  claim  to  be  an  English  record  until 
it  is  beaten  from  the  same  reservoir. — Yours  truly, 

M.  R.  L.  White. 

P  S. — I  may  mention  for  Mr.  Bazley's  benefit 
that  on  more  than  one  occasion  last  year  his 
"  record  "  was  exceeded  other  than  the  two  occa- 
sions mentioned  above. 

Here  is  the  account  from  the  Daily  Telegraph : — 
"  An  Angling  Record. 

"  Mr.  J.  R.  Bazley,  a  Leeds  angler,  fishing  in  the 
Blagdon  Reservoir,  near  Bristol,  on  Saturday,  with 
a  spinning  minnow  caught  three  splendid  trout, 
weighing  altogether  19:^lb.  The  largest,  which 
scaled  8|lb.,  measured  27in.  in  length.  The  catch 
is  claimed  to  be  an  easy  record  for  the  United 
Kingdom  for  one  rod.  After  being  weighed  by 
officials  of  the  Leeds  Society  of  Anglers,  the  fish 
were  sent  to  London  for  preservation." 


SALMON  AND  THE  FLY  IN  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Brooke's  letter  in 
your  issue  of  April  22, 1  venture  to  point  out  to 
him  that  my  sons  do  not  positively  assert  that  no 
Pacific  salmon  have  ever  been  caught  with  the  fiy, 
they  simply  say  they  have  never  so  taken  one 
themselves,  nor  do  they  know  of  any  authentic 
instance  of  any  other  person  having  done  so. 

With  regard  to  the  Cohoe,  in  a  letter  written  by 
my  sons  to  the  Field  about  a  twelvemonth  ago, 
speaking  of  a  catch  one  of  them  made  whilst 
spinning  in  tl.e  Thompson,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Nicola,  they  say  "  the  fish  taken  we-^e  salmon  of  the 
Cohoe  species."  It  is,  therefore,  quite  evident  that, 
whatever  opinions  may  be  held  by  others,  they  con- 
sider the  Cohoe  to  be  a  true  salmon.  Mr.  Brooke 
further  says,  "  salmon  are  also  killed  in  the  Thomp- 
son inland  on  the  fiy,  I  am  told  also  with  minnow." 

Salmon  way  have  been  killed  with  fly  in  this 
river,  but  my  sons  and  a  friend  of  theirs,  a  scientist 
and  ichthyologist,  who  has  also  fished  the  Thomp- 
son for  twelve  or  more  years,  do  not  know  of  a 
single  authentic  instance.  They  have  often  heard 
of  salmon  so  taken  in  this  river,  but  whenever  they 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  fish 
they  have  invariably  proved  to  be  trout  of  some 
species.  Mr.  Brooke  boldly  and  emphatically  asserts, 
no  doubt  in  perfect  good  faith,  that  to  his  certain 
knowledge  tiue  salmon  have  often  been  taken  with 
a  fly  in  the  Pacific  coast  waters,  and  that  he  him- 
self was  one  season  fortunate  enough  to  land  four 
or  five  good  fish,  but  he  gives  no  scientific  proof 
they  were  true  salmon.  If  he  had  counted  the 
rays  in  the  tail  and  anal  fin  of  these  fish  and  given 
the  number  in  each,  it  would  have  settled  the 
question  beyond  all  doubt.  Without  making  this 
simple  test  the  average  person  is  unable  to  distin- 
guish a  big  steelhead  from  a  salmon.  I  forwarded 
the  number  of  the  Field  mentioned  by  Mr.  Brooke 
to  my  sons  at  time  of  issue,  and  no  doubt  they 
have  read  and  inwardly  digested  the  article  referred 
to ;  but  here  again,  if  my  memory  does  not  fail 
me,  it  was  a  simple  statement  that  true  salmon  had 
been  caught  with  fly  on  Pacific  coast,  but  unsup- 
ported by  any  scientific  evidence.  My  sons  have 
taken  a  considerable  number  of  salmon  spinning 
both  off  the  coast  of  the  mainland  and  also 


Vancouver  Island,  and  they  have  often  written 
tliey  believe  the  finest  salmon  fishing  in  the  world 
is  to  be  enjoyed  spinning  in  these  waters. 

Tliey  do  not  take  out  parties  composed  exclusively 
of  anglers,  but  they  are  always  glad  to  meet  brother 
fishermen,  and  when  same  prove  tyros  or  new- 
comers they  are  only  too  pleased  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  their  experience  as  to  size  and  patterns 
of  flies,  spinning  baits,  etc.  ;  also  to  direct  them  to 
the  various  lakes  and  stretches  on  the  different 
rivers  where  they  are  most  likely  to  obtain  the  best 
sport.  On  big  game  hunting  expeditions  it  is  hardly 
to  be  expected  my  sons  would  pioneer  a  party  for, 
say,  three  months  to  the  northern  interior,  provide 
a  pack  train  of  twenty-five'to  thirty  horses,  supply 
tents,  camping  outfit,  provisions,  cooks,  packers, 
and  Indian  hunters  without  receiving  any  remune- 
ration. At  same  time,  they  are  always  pleased  in  a 
friendly  and  sportsmanlike  manner  to  afford  every 
information  and  render  all  assistance  in  their  power 
to  any  gentleman  from  the  Old  Country  visiting 
British  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  big  game 
hunting.— Yours  truly,  Harry  L.  Inskip. 


THE  DOGFISH  PLAGUE  MADE  PROFITABLE. 

Dear  Sir, — At  home  and  abroad  the  ever-hated, 
hungry  dogfish  (a  kind  of  small  shark)  ruins  fisheries 
by  eating  up  caught  fish  within  the  nets,  devouring 
hooked  fished  on  long  baited  lines,  biting  through 
and  destroying  fishing  nets,  pieces  of  which  are 
often  discovered  in  this  predatory  pest,  that,  like 
the  skate,  feeds  voraciously  upon  lobsters,  so 
frequently  found  inside  dogfish  and  skate. 

The  dogfish  on  capture  if  immediately  bled 
before  blood  clotting,  gutted,  cleaned,  and,  after 
the  escape  of  its  post  mortem  or  animal  heat 
(that  is,  rigor  mortis  or  stiffening),  then  gradually 
dry  air  frozen  to  render  it  "imperishable,"  is  excel- 
lent eating  when  fresh,  whilst  salted,  smoked,  cured, 
or  canned,  it  is  equally  palatable,  healthy,  and 
nutritious  if  previously  properly  prepared  and 
put  up. 

Like  the  codfish  and  shark,  its  oil  is  stored  up  in 
its  Uver ;  indeed,  much  of  the  reputed  cod  Uver  oil 
is  derived  exclusively  from  dogfish  and  sharks' 
livers!  Its  skin  supplies  an  inferior  leather  and 
good  polishing  material,  and  its  fins  yield  abundant 
excellent  glue. 

Restaurants  and  fried  fish  shops  at  high  prices 
sell  bits  of  cooked  dogfish  under  various  false 
names,  and  this  is  a  favourite  food  with  the  rich 
and  poor. 

The  best  method  to  endeavour  to  exterminate 
the  dogfish  is  to  eat  him  up,  and  thus  prevent  him 
eating  up  many  of  our  choice.-t  edible  fish  and 
shellfish. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Lawbence-Hamiltoit,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex -square,  Brighton. 


NARROW  ESCAPE  OF  A  FROG. 

Dear  Sir, — On  April  22  I  found  a  live  frog, 
5in.  long,  inside  a  trout's  throat.  The  trout  must 
have  been  caught  with  the  frog,  as  the  hook  (a 
single  hook  to  fine  gimp)  was  well  down  the  gullet. 
At  first  I  could  only  just  see  the  frog's  hind  legs 
sticking  in  the  throat.  I  caught  hold  of  them  with 
a  pair  of  tweezers,  and  tj  my  surprise  the  fiog 
moved  its  toes.  I  forcibly  pulled  the  frog  out ;  he 
was  quite  lively,  hopping  all  over  the  place  as  if 
nothing  unusual  had  happened.  The  frog  must 
have  been,  at  the  very  least,  inside  the  trout  quite 
twenty-four  hours.  The  frog  is  still  alive  in  my 
garden  at  the  time  of  writing.  This,  I  think,  is 
rather  unusual,  and  might  interest  some  of  the 
Fishing  Oazetle  readers. — Yours  truly, 

W.  F.  Homer. 

P.S. — The  trout  was  a  little  over  51b. 

[A  very  "  rum  go  "  for  that  frog  !  If  he  had  died 
I  should  have  stuffed  him  to  go  inside  the  case  with 
the  trout. — Ed.] 


LYTHE,  ETC.— THOMAS  JEANS'  BOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  lythe  may  be  one  of  the  many 
names  given  to  the  blockan,  but  I  am  very  doubt- 
ful if  the  latter  is  really  pollack  at  any  stage  of  its 
growth,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Callow,  in  your  issue  of 
April  8,  partially  confirms  this  doubt. 

W.  H.  Maxwell,  in  his  "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West," 
a  favourite  book  of  mine,  in  Chap.  XXIV.,  mentions 
the  coalflsh,  but  does  not  associate  it  with  the 
pollack  in  any  way. 

There  is  another  very  entertaining  work — 
namely,  "'The  Tommiebeg  Shootings,"  by  Thomas 
Jeans,  which  has  been  the  means  of  my  passing 
over  many  a  spare  and  dull  moment,  and  I  have 
frequently  wondered  which  district  on  the  Spey  he 
had  in  his  mind's  eye  when  describing  the  shooting 
lodge  near  to  this  fine  salmon  river.  Can  any 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  say  if  T.  Jeans  has 
written  other  works  in  a  similar  style  ? 

I  have  read  Mr.  Philip  Geen's  interesting  account 
of  pollack  fishing  in  Donegal  in  your  last  year's 


vol.  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  only  regret  that  his 
chapters  were  too  short. 

The  Moneycarra  river,  which  extends  from  this 
back  into  the  country  some  five  miles,  is  now  strictly 
preserved  under  a  syndicate,  entrance  three  guineas 
and  one  guinea  yearly.  There  is  little  fishing  of 
any  worth  in  the  river  at  present,  and  it  requires 
restocking. — Yours  truly,  Wm.  Jackson  Pigott. 

Co.  Down. 

[Thomas  Jeans  also  wrote  "  Always  in  the  Way: 
a  Little  Story."  I  got  it  after  enjoying  "  Tommie- 
beg Shootings,"  but  it  is  not  so  good. — Ed.J 

"THE  RECORD  PIKE  LIE." 
Dear  Sib, — I  can  "go  one  beyond"  that  story  of 
a  921b.  pike  mentioned  by  Maxwell  in  "Wild 
Sports  of  the  West,"  published  in  1832,  and  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Waddington  in  your  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  April  22.  Sir  John  Hawkins  in  his  fourth 
edition  (1784)  of  the  "Complete  Angler,"  at  page 
136,  gives  the  following  extract  from  a  London 
paper  of  January  25,  1765:— "On  Tuesday  last 
at  the  Lillishall  Lime  Works,  near  Newport,  a 
pool  about  nine  yards  deep,  which  had  not  been 
fished  for  ages,  was]  let  oft'  by  means  of  a  level 
brought  up  to  drain  the  works,  when  an  enormous 
pike  was  found ;  the  fish  was  drawn  out  by  means 
of  a  rope  fastened  round  its  head  and  gills,  in  the 
presence  of  hundreds  of  spectators,  in  which  service 
a  great  many  men  were  employed  ;  the  fish  weighed 
upwards  of  1701b.,  and  is  thought  to  be  the  largest 
ever  seen.  Some  time  ago  the  clerk  of  the  parish 
was  trolling  in  the  pool  mentioned,  when  his  bait 
was  seized  by  this  furious  creature,  which,  by  a 
sudden  jerk,  pulled  him  in;  and  doubtless  would 
have  devoured  him  also,  had  he  not  by  wonderful 
agility  and  dexterous  swimming  escaped  the  dread- 
ful jaws  of  this  voracious  monster." — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jabdine. 


BASS  FISHING  ON  N.  WALES  COAST. 

Deab  Sir, — Replying  to  "Labrax  Lupus"  in 
your  issue  of  April  15,  I  think  your  correspondent 
would  find  Aberdovey  the  best  place  in  the  district, 
though  at  times  good  basj  fishing  is  to  be  had  at 
Beaumaris  and  Carnarvon,  also  at  Barmouth. 

I  have  fished  most  places  on  the  North  Wales 
coast,  but  find  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdovey 
much  the  best.  The  bass  generally  enter  the 
estuary  of  the  Dovey  about  the  middle  of  April, 
and  June  and  July  are  about  the  best  months,  the' 
larger  fish  not  usually  coming  up  till  about  July. 

In  the  estuary  the  baits  most  favoured  are  the 
soft  crab  or  "peeler,"  lugworm  or  live  sand-eel. 
In  the  open  sea  off  the  rocks  between  Aberdovey 
and  Aberystwyth  beiss  are  frequently  taken  in  very 
large  numbers  with  a  fly  or  other  artificial  bait, 
but  in  the  estuary  I  have  found  all  artificial  lures 
useless. 

The  mouth  of  the  Dysynni  river,  near  Towyn, 
is  also  easily  reached  by  train  to  Tonfanan  station, 
about  five  miles  from  Aberdovey,  and^  here  casting 
from  the  beach  can  be  practised,; 

I  have  already  fished  the  estuary  at  Aberdovey 
several  times  this  year,  but  the  first  catches  of  bass 
were  only  made  last  week,  and  these  were  small, 
not  exceeding  2ilb.  each.  Last  year,  in  July, 
August,  and  September,  many  fish  of  from  71b.  to 
101b.  were  taken,  my  best  one  being  9|lb.,  taken 
end  of  July. 

Should  your  cOi-respondent  tliink  of  visiting 
Aberdovey,  I  can  recommend  as  a  boatman  Tom 
Jones,  of  Penhehg,  who  makes  a  speciaUty  of  the 
bass  fishing  and  knows  the  ground  thoroughly. 

Should  a  quiet  httle  hotel,  particularly  clean, 
and  with  the  attention  and  cooking  all  that  can  be 
desired,  appeal  to  your  correspondent,  I  can  recom- 
mend the  Penhelig  Arms,  which  immediately  over- 
looks the  water  and  boats. 

I  should  be  glad  to  give  any  further  information 
I  can  if  "Lab. ax  Lupus"  cares  to  write  me. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Paull. 

P-S. — In  your  i^sue  of  April  22,  I  note  letters 
signed  "  D.  M.  A."  and  "  Siddons,"  and  am  sur- 
piised  to  see  the  account  given  by  the  latter  of 
bass  and  pollack  fishing  at  Arthog.  I  should  cer- 
tainly not  describe  it  as  of  "  the  best  in  the  king- 
dom." First,  the  estuary  of  the  Mawddach  is  very 
shallow  on  the  Arthog  bide — in  fact  dry,  except 
near  high  water — and  I  have  never  heard  of  any 
pollack  being  caught  there  ;  in  fact,  the  only  pollack 
I  ever  caught  in  this  estuary  have  been  on  the 
Barmouth  side  in  the  deep  channel,  and  then  only 
small  shoal  pollack.  I  never  heard  of  large  pollack 
being  taken  there.  As  to  the  bass  these  can  be 
taken  occasionally  on  the  Arthog  side  by  casting 
with  rod,  using  soft  crab  or  lugworm,  on  the 
shallows  at  or  near  high  tide ;  but  I  never  caught 
or  heard  of  any  being  caught  there  with  artificial 
bait — natural  feed  is  far  too  plentiful.  Of  the  two 
estuaries,  the  Dovey  is  a  far  better  bass  fishing  spot 
than  the  Mawddach. 
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BASS  FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  note  that  you  ask  for  information 
Up  to  recent  date  about  bass  fishing  on  the  Welsh 
coast.  I  spent  the  hitter  part  of  last  August  at 
"Towyn,  fishing  from  the  beach  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dysynni  river ;  local  fishermen  had  fair  sport,  and  I 
heard  of  good  catches  at]  Aberdovey.  In  default  of 
other  sport,  I  had  an  afternoon  at  the  Dysynni 
mouth,  and,  using  a  fly  sold  in  Towyn,  I  caught  on 
the  incoming  tide  some  half-dozea  bass  weighing 
from  31b.  to  61b.  or  71b.  each.  Other  rods  had 
similar  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Macclesfield.  T.  Steele  Sheldon. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  and  myself  intend^doing  a 
little  trout  fishing  about  the  end  of  June  and 
beginning  of  July,  and  should  be  indeed  obliged  if 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  us  where  we 
would  be  likely  to  obtain  good  sport  (free)  any 
place  about  the  Border  or  South  of  Scotland.  If 
possible,  we  would  prefer  some  place  where  we 
could  have  the  choice  of  loch  or  river. — Yours 
truly,  William  Smith. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


1  FISHING  ON  THE  GREET  AND  DOVER 
BECK  (NOTTS). 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  how  I  might 
obtain  trout  fishing  on  the  Greet  and  the  Dover 
Beck  (Notts).  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  Bendouban. 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  USK. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  particulars  of  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  "  Limited 
Water  "  at  Usk  on  the  river  of  that  name,  length 
of  water  that  can  be  fished,  number  of  catches, 
chance  of  sport,  etc.  ?  I  am  in  search  of  a  house 
in  a  vicinity  where  salmon  and  trout  fishing  can  be 
obtained  at  a  moderate  cost.  Any  information 
towards  this  object  would  much  oblige. — Yours 
truly.  Homeless  One. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  ENGLISH  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
of  a  good  centre  for  fishing  (trout)  in  the  English 
Lake  District  ?  A  centre  where  fishing  in  some  of 
the  hill  tarns  is  available  would  be  preferred ; 
distance  from  town  no  objection,  provided  reason- 
able accommodation  is  available  ;  also  beat  time  to 
go.  Any  information  from  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  will  be  much  esteemed. — Yours  truly. 

Lakes. 


RIVERS  OF  NORTHERN  PORTUGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — The  writer  would  be  greatly  obliged 
if  you  or  any  correspondent  could  say  what  fishing 
is  to  be  had  in  the  rivers  of  Northern  Portugal. 
Are  there  any  trout  or  salmon,  and  what  flies  are 
suitable  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours 
truly,  Geo.  E.  Naylob. 

[Mr.  Naylor  will  find  some  information  in  the 
"  Angler's  Diary  "  under  Spain  and  Portugal. — Ed.  j 

SEA-TROUT  KELTS. 

Dear  Sib, — May  I  be  allowed  a  few  words  on 
the  above  subject  '!  Fifteen  years  ago  it  was  usual 
in  some  parts  of  Wales  to  call  these  kelts  simply 
"  trout."  On  one  occasion  a  friend  and  self  visited, 
during  the  spring,  a  lake  and  stream  in  the  Prin- 
cipality on  the  strength  of  your  fishing  reports, 
according  to  which  trout,  from  21b.  to  3lb.,  seemed 
fairly  common.  We  got  kelt  sea-trout  up  to  4Jlb. 
in  the  brackish  water  close  to  the  sea-shore.  They 
were  bright  and  well  mended,  no  doubt ;  but  kelts 
all  the  same.  The  real  trout  were  comparatively 
small,  -Jib.  being  a  good  one.  The  sewin  were  as 
bright  as  polished  silver,  were  nearly  all  about  |lb. 
in  weight,  and  when  hooked  sprang  out  of  the 
water  and  danced  about  the  surface  on  their  tails. 
I  do  not  think  these  last  were  kelts,  their  flesh  was 
much  redder  and  firmer  than  that  of  the  fea-trout. 

During  our  visit  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  man 
(l)cal)  fishina;  fur  trout  with  cockles,  and  he  told 
me  they  would  sometimes  take  a  cockle  when  they 
would  not  look  at  a  worm.  I  also  for  the  first  time 
caught  flukes  on  worm. — Yours  truly,      H.  S.  G. 

A  SEA  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
as  to  the  best  place  to  obtain  sea  fishing — from  pier 
or  shore — on  the  Bristol  Channel,  in  Somerset  or 
Devonshire,  from  middle  of  May  to  end  of  June. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  T.  A. 

Gnosall. 

[I  should  think  that  Ilfracombe  would  suit  C.  T.  A. 
as  well  as  any  place,  as  he  requires  pier  and  shore 
fishing. — Ed.] 


SPEY  CAST,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  correspondence 
upon  this  subject  in  your  issue  of  April  22,  will  you 
permit  me  to  endorse  very  heartily  what  "  Glan- 
rhos  "  says  upon  the  subject  of  fishing  versus  throw- 
ing, thrashing,  hurling,  and  gymnastics.  I  have 
yet  to  meet  the  angler  who  can  cast  and  fish  a  cast 
of  35yds.  in  any  style,  let  alone  the  Spey.  You, 
Mr.  Editor,  have  seen  a  50yds.  Spey  cast.  I  will 
make  a  shrewd  gues5  that  the  cast  was  made  upon 
the  Thames  by  a  certain  expert  whom  I  will  not 
advertise  by  naming.  But  it  is  not  the  expert,  but 
the  average  angler  who  is  in  question.  May  I  ask, 
Mr.  Editor,  whether  you  have  ever  seen  a  50yd8. 
Spey  cast  thrown  and  fished  ? 

You  call  the  Spey  a  "  quiet "  cast.  Mr.  G.  M.  Kel- 
son, in  his  "  Salmon  Fly  " — and  he  probably  knows 
something  about  the  subject — says  that  the  angler 
who  uses  the  Soey  necessarily  splashes  more  than 
he  who  uses  other  casts.  I  should  be  very  sorry, 
when  waiting  for  my  turn  at  a  pool,  to  see  the 
average  angler  in  front  of  me  putting  a  50yds.  Spey 
cast  over  it. 

In  my  humble  way  I  have  been  rather  exercised 
with  regard  to  the  patterns  of  salmon  flies  which 
have  recently  appeared  in  your  columns.  In  your 
review  of  Mr.  Kelson's  book  in  1896  you  severely 
criticised  that  gentleman  for  introducing  his  patterns 
as  "  special  standards,"  but  what  are  these  ? — 
Yours  truly.  Boxwood. 

CLEANING  LAKES  WITH  COPPER. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  letter  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  15  re  cleaning  lakes  with  copper 
sulphate.  A  few  months  ago  I  went  round  the 
Golden  Gate  Park,  San  Francisco,  with  the  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  MacLaren,  to  see  the  shifting  sand 
dunes  which  have  been  reclaimed  by  planting 
marram  grass.  I  noticed  two  or  three  small  lakes 
which  were  only  fed  by  surface  water,  and  asked 
Mr.  MacLaren  why  the  water  did  not  become  foul 
and  stagnant  in  the  dry  weather.  He  told  me  that 
it  was  quite  easy  to  keep  scum  from  these  ponds 
by  dragging  bags  with  sulphate  of  copper  in  them 
through  the  water  after  a  boat,  and  that  the  fish  in 
the  lakes  were  quite  unaffected  by  this. — Yours 
truly,  D.  A.  Lawson. 


UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,  —  A  little  experience  in  "  upstream 
worming"  will  very  soon  convince  "Avis"  that 
there  is  no  orthodox  method  in  casting,  but  that  he 
must  adapt  the  style  of  casting  to  the  surroundings 
of  the  stream  he  fishes.  I  have  often  caught  a 
good  dish  of  trout  in  places  where  it  would  be 
impossible  to  cast  "overhand  "  owing  to  the  thickly 
wooded  character  of  the  stream  and  the  overhanging 
trees  and  bushes.  Lender  such  conditions  he  is 
compelled  to  get  his  worm  well  in  front  of  him  by 
castmg  "underhand"  into  the  gentle  currents 
above  ^the  pools  that  one  so  often  finds  under  the 
alders,  etc.,  that  require  a  little  stratagem  to 
properly  fish.  In  open  places  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
difficulty  to  cast  a  three-yard  tapered  cast  mounted 
with  Pennell  worm  tackle  as  in  fly  fishing.  Of 
course,  a  wind  at  your  back  is  of  great  advantage, 
but  if  you  are  compelled  to  face  a  stiff  breeze  a 
small  shot  placed  some  six  or  nine  inches 
above  the  hooks  will  be  of  great  assistance  ;  but  in 
very  low  waters  and  in  hot  weather  expert  York- 
shire anglers  fish  an  unshotted  line,  with  the  object 
of  avoiding  any  splash  to  alarm  the  trout.  "  Avis  " 
will  find  a  "  Wharfedale  "  rod  the  best  he  can  use 
for  this  style  of  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Northern  Anglers'  l3ep6t,       John  E.  Miller. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


KILLARNEY— FLY  AND  TROLL. 

D  BAR  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  direct  me  to  some  clean,  modest  quarters, 
public  or  private,  other  than  the  more  costly  and 
"  dressy "  conventional  tourist  hotels,  whence  I 
could,  this  spring,  readily  fish  Killarney  lakes  and 
possibly  tributaries  ?  Also  note  approximate  cost 
of  board -residence  and  boatman  by  day  or  week, 
my  time  and  seasons  being  my  own,  and  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  T. 


"  WILD  TURKEY'S  "  POACHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
letter  of  April  25.  The  original  article  to  which  you 
refer,  which  "  Wild  Turkey"  appropriated  for  the 
American  Shooting  and  Fishing,  and  which  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  22,  was  published  I 
find  in  the  Field  of  March  22,  1902.  The  modest 
little  paper  in  question  has  gone  through  quite  an 
evolution ;  and  I  shall  be  interested  to  hear  what 
explanation  Shooting  and  Fishing  can  give. — Yours 
truly,  RuGDE. 

[I  fear  it  is  not  the  first  article  "  Wild  Turkey  " 
has  taken.— Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 

Dear  Sir, — Is  thundery  weather  good  or  bad 
ror  trout  fishing  ?  In  Germany  many  an  angler 
chooses  a  thundery  day  to  go  out  fishing,  and  so 
many  in  Germany  only  go  out  at  all  when  they  feel 
sure  of  a  good  basketful.  They  are  rapidly 
improving,  however,  in  their  ideas  of  fine  trout 
fishing.  I  met  a  doctor  in  the  Thiiringer  Wald 
who  was  very  careful  to  tell  me  he  always  fished 
with  the  fly.  but,  he  said,  invariably  with  the  Miirz 
Fliege,  or  March  Brown,  I  imagine  of  goodly  pro- 
portions ;  so  that  they  are  beginning  to  go  in  for 
the  finer  methods,  that  is,  fly  fishing,  as  against 
worm  and  other  fishing.  I  never  came  across  any 
German  who  went  in,  however,  for  the  more  scien- 
tific clear  water  Stewart  tackle.  But  the  genuine 
German  wormer  chooses  a  thundery  day  for 
preference.  Sir  Randall  Roberts,  in  his  little  book, 
"The  River's  Side,"  mentions  three  instances  of 
having  done  well  with  the  fly  in  Westphalia, 
Kent,  and  Iceland  during  thunderstorms.  But 
he  gives  these  aa  notable  exceptions.  Would 
not  a  sunk  fly,  well  sunk,  even  with  a  shot  on  it,  as 
Francis  Francis  recommends,  if  the  water  were 
deep  enough,  be  useful  in  thundery  weather.  The 
fact  that  the  Germans  choose  such  days  for  worming 
seems  to  point  out  that  the  trout  may  be  feeding  at 
the  bottom,  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  making 
it  distasteful  to  them  to  come  to  the  surface.— 
Yours  truly,  R.  Warren  Vernon. 


CAN  AMATEURS  TAKE  CASH  PRIZES  ? 

Dear  Sir, — "Jimior  Piscator's  "  letter  in  the 
issue  of  April  29  is  very  interesting,  and  raises  the 
status  of  professionalism  generally  in  angling,  and 
now  that  clubs  are  springing  up  in  so  many  seaside 
towns  I  think  you  would  be  conferring  a  great  boon 
on  anglers  if  you  will  permit  the  matter  to  be 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  in  your  paper.  I  take 
it,  sir,  that  all  these  coast  town  angling  clubs 
should  be  amateur  clubs,  in  the  same  way  that 
cricket  clubs,  rowing  clubs,  golf,  football,  hockey, 
and  other  clubs  are,  and  then  in  annual  com- 
petitions, which  are  open  to  all  members  of  bond 
fide  clubs,  all  the  competitors  would-  be  amateurs. 

This  raises  the  question  of  what  is  a  profeasional 
angler.  Surely  the  man  who  earns  his  living,  or 
part  of  his  living,  by  selling  the  fish  which  he 
catches  is  a  professional,  and  although  I  am  always 
willing  to  back  my  rod  against  his  under  .sporting 
conditions,  I  do  not  think  he  should  be  eligible  for 
inter-club  matches  or  the  pleasant  annual  com- 
petitions which  the  coast  towns  are  kind  enough  to 
provide  us  with.  Trusting  that  this  letter  may 
draw  the  opinion  of  other  sea  anglers,  I  enclose  my 
card,  and  beg  to  remain, — Yours  truly, 

Sportsman. 


"A  DAY'S  EXPERIENCE." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Tod  for 
pointing  out  my  "  big  slip  of  memory."  Without 
the  information  he  asks  for  my  experience  would 
seem  to  many  a  most  commonplace  one ;  in  fact, 
just  what  usually  happens.  My  only  excuse  is  that 
at  times  one  can  recall  a  "  day's  doings  "  so  clearly 
that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  others  cannot  fill  in  all 
the  details,  having  been  given  a  general  outline. 

On  the  particular  occasion  referred  to  I  was 
fishing  the  north  side,  so  that  the  wind  was  rather 
off  shore  ;  the  ripple  came  well  up  to  the  bank,  but 
there  was  a  stronger  ripple  a  few  yards  out.  Had  I 
been  fishing  the  south  shore  under  above  conditions, 
I  should  have  expected — as  Mr.  Tod  says  he  would 
have  done — to  get  the  fish  near  the  side. — Yours 
truly,  H.  S.  G. 


LOUGH  GARTAN,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  respecting  the  trout  fishing  on 
Lough  Gartan,  co.  Donegal,  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  ?  There  was  mention  of  this  lake 
in  your  issue  of  April  8,  but  it  was  very  brief. — 
Yours  truly,  Piscator. 


FREE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING  ON  THE 
KENNET. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  "  A.  C.  B.,"  whose  very  inter- 
esting article  on  the  Kennet  appeared  recently  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  be  so  kind  as  to  indicate  the 
subterranean  course  through  Reading  streets  fol- 
lowed by  the  Holy  Brook  after,  say,  passing  the 
back  of  the  almshouses  in  Castle-street  till  it  reaches 
the  Abbey  Mill,  near  the  gaol  ?  It  has  puzzled  me, 
and  I  daresay  many  other  Kennet  and  Thames 
fishermen,  for  many  years,  but,  judging  by  his 
first  article,  I  think  "A.  C.  B."  possesses  the  key 
to  the  mystery.    Maps  are  no  good. — Yours  truly, 

Aug.  F.  Dyer.  , 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Earl's  Court  Exhibition. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  some  particulars 
respecting  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at 
Earl's  Court.  The  opening  f  eremony  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  luncheon,  and  everything  else  went  off 
admirably,  and  every  part  of  the  great  exhibition 
was  thronged  with  people.  I  am  sure  I  am  only 
expressing  the  feelings  of  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  when  I  say  that  the  pleasure  we 
experienced  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  charming 
hospitality  of  Mrs.  Harold  T.  Hartley.  Anglers 
in  the  provinces  will  certainly  not  be  disappointed 
if  they  come  up  to  see  this  exhibition.  There  is  an 
exceptionally  fine  show  of  all  kinds  of  fish  caught 
with  rod  and  line,  the  most  varied  and  representative 
show  ever  got  together.  Then  there  are  many 
interesting  fish  pictures,  exhibits  of  the  most  up-to- 
date  fishing  rods  and  tackle,  and  if  yoif  want  to 
buy  a  rod  I  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
trying  it  on  the  lake  close  to  the  fishing  tackle 
exhibits. 

With  the  well  illustrated  guide  and  catalogue  is 
given  a  coloured  ground-plan  of  the  exhibition, 
which  will  be  found  most  useful.  A  few  errors  and 
omissions  occur  in  the  first  edition  hurriedly  got 
out  for  the  opening  day,  but  these  will  be  put  right 
in  the  main  issue. 


Mr.  Gallichan's  New  Book,  "Fishing  in 
Derbyshire."  * 
Mr.  Gallichan  has  given  us  another  book,  which, 
like  his  "  Fishing  in  Wales,"  can  be  unhesitatingly 
recommended  to  the  angler  looking  for  information 
about  fishing.  Most  of  us  have  experienced  the  want 
of  information  about  fishing  in  some  district,  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  it.  Mr.  Gallichan,  fortunately 
for  us,  experienced  this  difficulty,  and  set  about  to 
remedy  it,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  encouraged  by  the 
success  of  his  published  books  to  go  on  with  them, 
for  they  could  not  be  better  done.  In  the  first 
place,  Mr.  Gallichan  is  a  good  all-round  angler,  then 

*  "Fishing  in  Derbyshire  and  Around."  By 
Walter  M.  Gallichan  ("  Geoffrey  Mortimer  " ),  author 
of  "  f  ialiinc;  in  Wales,"  "  Fishing  and  Travel  in 
Spain."  London:  F.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.,  20  Gieat 
Ru58eU-8treet,    Price,  3s.  6d,  net. 


he  writes  from  personal  experience,  and,  finally, 
he  writes  well — his  books  are  much  more  than 
mere  guides. 

A  hearty  word  of  thanks  is  due  also  tohis  publishers, 
Messrs.  F.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.,  for  the  most  attractive 
get  up  of  the  books,  and  the  most  moderate  price 
at  which  they  are  published.    The  chief  difficulty 
in  writing  a  description  of  the  fishing  afforded  by  a 
district — any  district — is  to  over-rating  on  the  one 
hand  and  under-rating  on  the  other,  and  on  the 
whole  I  think  no  writer  has  succeeded  better  in 
hitting  the  "happy  mean"  than  Mr.  Gallichan. 
He  has  wisely  not  trusted  entirely  to  his  own 
observations,  for  however  good  a  fisherman  may 
be  he  cannot  get  a  true  idea  of  the  value  of  a  river 
or  lake  by  one  or  even  several  visits — he  may  hit 
upon  a  time  when  fishing  proves  exceptionally  good 
or  bad.    This  is  obvious  enough,  but  I  know  from 
experience  how  prone  anglers  are  to  judge  by  results. 
A  river  to  them  remains  always  on  their  black  list 
because  their  one  visit  proved  unfortunate,  or  is 
always  thought  of  with  pleasure   because  they 
happened  to  hit  upon  one  of  those  times  when 
everything  was   favourable   and  sport  excellent. 
So  Mr.  Gallichan  wisely  tempers  his  own  experience 
by  that  of  others.    A  useful  little  map  shows  at 
a  glance  that  his  work  covers  the  Derwent  and 
its  tributaries,  including,  of  course,  the  famous 
Wye,  the  Dove  and  Manifold,  the  Erewash,  and 
the  Trent  from  Burton  to  Matlock.    This  little 
map  has  given  me  a  better  idea  of  the  relative 
positions  of  the  rivers  than  ever  I  had  before, 
although  I  have  fished  on  most  of  them.  As 
regards  the  question  of  dry  or  wet  fly,  I  am  glad 
to   see   that  Mr.  Gallichan  is  no   bigot.     "  By 
changing  my  style  of  fishing  from  wet  to  dry  fly,  or 
from  dry  to  wet,  I  can  usually  continue  to  catch 
trout  from  the  beginning  of  April  until  the  end  of 
September,  and  grayling  from  mid-June  till  Christ- 
mas."   I  am  glad  also  to  see  that  he  knows  and 
appreciates  the  grayling,  a  fish  which  is  onlv  a 
little  less  worthy  of  praise  than  the  trout  where  the 
conditions  are  such  as  to  bring  out  all  its  qualities : 
in  many  rivers  into  which  it  has  been  introduced 
the  conditions  are  such  as  to  convert  it  into  a 
ground -feeding  fish  of  no   use  to  the  fly-fisher. 
Mr.  Gallichan  says  that  "  on  the  Manifold  I  have 
had  better  sport  with  the  wet-fly  than  with  the 
floating  fly,"  and  adds,  "I  do  not  believe  in  that 
l;)igoted  orthodoxy  which  announces  that  only  the 
dry-fly  shall  be  used  fill  the  season  round."  He 
instances  Sir  Thomas  Wardle  and  John  Fosbrooke, 
"the  two  oldest  fly-fishermen  in  the  county,"  as 
undoubtedly  wet-fly  anglers  who  could  hold  their 
own   against  dry  -  fly  fishermen   on    their  local 
streams.    I  fear  that  famous  John  Fosbrooke's 
eyesight  would  no  longer  permit  such  a  trial  of 
skill.    It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  evening 
of  his  life  is  being  passed  in  pleasant  fishing  sur- 
roundings, thanks  to  the  kindness  of  his  old  friend, 
that  keenest  of  salmon  and   trout  anglers,  Mr. 
Francis  Ley.    A  good  many  changes  have  been 
made  of  late  years  as  regards  the  fishing  open  to 
the  angler  visiting  Derbyshire.    I  believe  that  Mr. 
Gallichan's  book  will  be  found  quite  up  to  date  as 
regards  all  such  matters.    Since  I  spent  delightful 
days  there  with  the  ever-enthusiastic  "Amateur 
Angler,"  a  new  railway  has  "opened  up"  the 
district— not,  let  us  hope,  eventually  to  shut  it 
up  to  the  quiet  angler.    Mr.  Gallichan  not  only 
tells  us  of  the  new  changes  in  the  old  familiar 
places,  but   describes   also   many  out-of-the-way 
waters  in  Derbyshire,  and  about  where  trout  and 
grayling  or  other  fishing  can  be  had,  including  the 
numerous  dams  and  pools  which  often  hold  grand 
trout.    He  seems  to  have  said  to  himself,  "  What 
will  an  angler — a  stranger  to  the  district — want  to 
know  "  about  the  fishing,  the  flies,  the  hotels  and 
inns,  and  the  probable  sport  ?  and  then  he  tells 
him  to  the  best  of  his  power  as  far  as  it  can  be  done 
in  a  little  work  which  deals  with  some  hundreds  of 
mUes  of  streams  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  bits 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  most  sacred  of  all 
to  anglers.    No  angler  should  die  before  he  has 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Dove  Dale  and  Beresford 
Dale,  where  Charles  Cotton   and  Izaak  Walton 
fished  and  discoursed  and  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace 
more  than  two  hundred  May  Fly  seasons  ago. 


How  to  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  nt  "  How  toTie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  JlcClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  mhieci."— Fishing  Gazette 


Blagdon  Reservoir. 
Mr.  K.  C.  Hardy  Corfe  kindly  sends  me  some 
charming  photographs  taken  by  him  when  fishing 
recently  at  Blagdon  Re.servoir,  and  which  appear 
on  p.  327.  An  account  of  their  grand  sport  waa 
given  in  the  Fisliinrj  Gazette  last  week.  On  the 
second  and  third  day  they  returned  to  the  water 
every  Iroul  of  five  pounds  and  under.  Last  year 
Mr.  White  held  the  record  for  the  largest  trout 
taken  on  the  fly — namely,  81b.  loz.  ;  this  year,  so 
far,  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe  holds  it  with  his  81b.  4oz.  fish. 

Rods  and  Water  to  Let  on  Test  and  Itchen. 

From  some  particulars  they  send  mo  I  see 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Fope  and  Co.,  of  Salisbury,  have 
some  rods  to  let,  as  well  as  water,  on  the  Test  and 
Itchen.  I  can  advise  those  wanting  rods  to  write 
to  Messrs.  Pope  for  particulars. 

The  Record  Trout  Fishing  with  the  Fly. 

The  following  details  of  the  magnificent  fly  fishing 
recently  experienced  by  Messrs.  M.  R.  L.  White  and 
R.  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  on  a  West  of  England  reservoir, 
will  be  of  interest:  — 

Tuesday,  May  2,  twenty  fish,  nearly  931b. :  7ilb., 
5Jlb.,  .51b.,  4ilb.,  4^1b.,  4lb.,  31b.,  2^1b.,3]lb.,  811b., 
4,'lb.,  4dlb.,  4Jlb.,  5^1b.,  4ilb.,  31b.,  45lb.,  Z\ih., 
4*lb.,  41b. 

Wednesday,  May  3,  seventeen  fish,  781b. :  3.;lb., 
4ilb.,  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  4.ilb.,  5ilb.,  5lb.,  5ilb.,  6ilb., 
mb.,  51b.,  4ilb.,  7ilb.,  41b.,  3Ub.,  3Jlb.,  4-=lb. 

Thursday,  May  4,  a  bad  day  for  fly  fishing,  very 
bright,  and  cold  north-east  wind,  result,  only  eight 
fish  of  the  following  weights: — 31b.,  4lb.,  4:;lb., 2slb., 
3ilb  ,  41b.,  4lb.,  Gjlb.,  total,  32lb.  This  day  a  great 
many  large  fish  were  lost  owing  to  their  rising 
short. 

Friday,  May  5,  an  even  worse  day,  from  an 
angling  point  of  view,  dead  bright,  and  for  most  of 
the  day  very  calm.  Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White, -fishing 
alone,  secured  his  limit  of  ten  fish,  aggregate  weight, 
4651b.:  3:|lb.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  5lb.,  3|lb.,  S^lb.,  61b., 
3:|lb.,  3.^1b.,  6^1b. ;  four  of  these  fish,  including  the 
largest,  were  taken  on  the  dry  fly  in  a  dead  calm, 
by  casting  over  rising  fish. 

Aggregate  for  three  days,  two  rods,  and  one  day, 
one  rod  only,  and  including  three  trout  caught  the 
first  day  and  returned,  fifty-eight  trout,  weight 
nearly  2601b.  After  the  first  day  every  cock  fish 
under  4lb.,  and  every  hen  fish  under  5lb.,  after  being 
weighed  and  registered,  was  carefuUy  unhooked  and 
returned  to  the  water,  the  object  of  the  two  anglers 
being  not  slaughter,  as  is  unfortunately  too  olten 
the  case,  but  sport,  and  in  such  fishing  41b.  and  51b. 
fish  even  on  the  fly  are  not  of  much  account.  It  is 
a  safe  ventuie  to  say  that  these  fish  are  the  first  to 
be  returned  by  anglers  on  this  water,  more's  the  pity, 
though  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  won't  be  the  last. 
In  Mr.  White's  opinion  no  fish  should  be  retained 
which  does  not  scale  more  than  3  jib.,  and  not  more 
than  eight  fish  should  be  allowed  to  any  angler  for 
a  day's  fishing.  Up  to  the  present,  the  only  anglers 
to  secure  the  limit  of  ten  fish  in  a  day's  fishing  have 
been  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  once,  and  Mr.  White,  twice. 


Fishing  at  Simonsbath  on  the  Barle. 

The  following  letter  is  an  answer  to  one  of  mine 
asking  Mr.  Elworthy  for  some  information  about 
the  trout  fishing  at  Simonsbath:  — 

"  Birch  Cleave  Boarding  House, 
"Simonsbath,  South  Molton. 
"  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours,  my  charge  is 
two  guineas  each  per  week,  except  for  our  season 
months  (July,  August,  and  September),  when  it  is 
two-and-a-half  guineas  ;  that  includes  everything, 
except  bath  and  bedroom  fixe.  I  can  accommodate 
fourteen.  I  have  private  fishing  for  three  or  four 
miles  above  Simonsbath  ;  below  fishing  can  be  had 
by  getting  a  sixpenny  ticket.  Upstream  is  private 
and  free  to  oirr  visitors,  two  rods  at  a  time.  In 
years  gone  by  the  fishing  was  free  by  getting  per- 
mission from  Sir  T.  W.  Knight,  but  he  is  dead,  and 
Lord  Ebington,  who  owns  this  place,  has  made 
some  alterations  as  regards  the  fishing.  I  should 
be  greatly  obliged  if  you  could  recommend  our 
house  at  any  time  ;  we  are  young  beginners,  and 
this  is  our  first  year.  The  parties  we  have  had 
were  highly  pleased.  A  gentleman  told  me  of  your 
paper,  and  said  I  could  not  do  better  than  adver- 
tise in  it. — Yours  truly,  "  T.  Elworthy." 

Simonsbath  is  an  out-of-the-world  little  place  near 
the  head  of  the  Barle.  The  late  Mr.  R.  D.  Blackmore, 
author  of  "Loma  Doone,  '  first  recommended  it  to 
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me,  and  I  have  had  delightful  days  in  that  country 
between  8imonsbath  and  Dulverton  on  the  Barle 
years  ago  when  the  fishing  was  practically  free.  I 
think  it  was  only  necessary  to  sign  ones  name  in  a 
book  at  a  farmhouse  on  the  hillside  above  Land- 
acre  Bridge — ■•  Lannaker,  '-  as  the  natives  call  it. 
F.shing  up  Sherdon  Hutch  one  day  it  seemed  as 
though  there  were  no  fish  in  the  river,  then  a  little 
rainstorm  came  on,  and  seemed  to  bring  down 
showers  of  small  flies  from  the  clouds,  and  every 
pool  was  boiling  with  those  tempestuous  little 
Exmoor  trout.  I  hooked  three  at  once,  and  in  my 
anxiety  to  land  them  went  head  first  into  a  deep 
little  hole  at  a  bend  in  the  stream.  I  have  always 
credited  myself  with  landing  all  three  trout,  exactly 
how  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  know  the  rise  did 
not  last  more  than  halt  an  hour,  and  then  went  off 
as  suddenly  as  it  came  on.  I  used  to  stay  at 
Exford,  and  it  was  always  dark  before  I  had 
climbed  the  hill  above  VVithypool  —  alwaj's  a 
"  breather "  after  a  long  day's  fishing.  As  Mr. 
Sheringham  says  of  Exmoor  in  his  delightful  little 
book,  "An  Angler's  Hours,"  noticed  on  p.  328: 
"  There  is  no  word  to  describe  it ;  its  fascination 
for  all  who  have  fallen  under  its  spell  cannot  be 
expressed  by  tongue  or  pen."  This  is  quite  true, 
and  I  can  advise  anyone  who  is  satisfied  with 
plucky,  small,  delicious,  capricious  Exmoor  trout 
to  make  a  note  of  Mr.  Elwortliy's  letter.  .1  do  not 
know  him,  but  I  never  met  with  any  inhabitant  of 
Exmoor  whose  name  ended  in  worthy — and  they 
are  legion — or  anything  else  for  that  matter,  whom 
it  was  not  a  pleasure  to  meet. 

Tarpon  Fishing  in  Jamaica. 
Major  Hutton,  R.E  ,  called  on  me  the  other  day 
to  say  that  statements  to  the  effect  that  the  fishing 
in  Jamaica  was  very  poor  were  the  reverse  of 
correct,  and  gave  me  some  accounts  of  excellent 
sport  which  he  had  had  with  small  tarpon  on  the 
fly  and  larger  fish  on  bait.  He  says  he  would  not 
recommend  anyone  to  go  there  for  sport  as  the 
want  of  hotels  makes  it  necessary  to  know  some 
planter  in  most  cases.  But  he  has  given  me  some 
particulars  which  I  publish  in  another  column. 
The  fact  is,  hardly  anything  is  known  in  Jamaica 
abo  it  the  fishing. 

Char  in  Exchange  for  Trout. 

I  asked  the  hon.  sees,  of  the  Windermere  and 
District  Angling  Association — Messrs.  Geo.  Gatey 
and  Son— if  they  would  care  to  exchange  some 
char  fry  for  trout  fry,  as  I  think  many  people  who 
have  lakes  would  like  to  try  char — even  in  shallow 
ponds  they  have  grown  to  over  21b.,  and  take  a  fly 
freely.  Slessrs.  Gatey  say:  "The  char  at  our 
Windermere  hatchery  are  coming  out  well,  and  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  arrange  an  exchange  either  with 
you  or  anyone  you  may  laear  of."  I  hope  some  of 
our  fish  breeders  will  take  on  this  offer  as  char  are 
not  often  to  be  had. 


The  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  illness  in  his  family 
prevents  Alderman  A.  C.  Churchman,  J. P.,  presiding 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  flourishing  Ipswich 
Piscatorial  Ramblers  this  evening.  Dr.  Francis 
Ward  is  to  preside,  and  I  wish  I  could  be  present,  as 
this  ii  one  of  the  few  societies  which  has  good  fresh 
and  salt  water  fishing  carried  on  under  excellent 
rules  ;  they  observe  the  coarse  fish  fence  time  from 
March  15  to  June  15,  and  by  their  13th  rule,  when- 
ever marked  sea  fish  are  taken  they  report  full 
particulars  to  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  C.  West- 
gate,  who  is  indefatigable  in  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  members.  R.  B.  Marston. 


SALMON  AND  TEOUT 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  association 
■was  held  on  Tuesday  at  Fishmongers'  Hall.  The 
Duke  of  Abercorn  presided,  and  among  those  also 
present  were  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Ancaster, 
Sir  Robert  Moncreifie,  Sir  H.  Seton-Karr,  M.P., 
Sir  Charles  Petrie,  Captain  E.  Charteris,  the  Maclaine 
of  Lochbuie,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, 
Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers.  Mr.  J. 
Wrench  Towse  (hon.  sec.)  presented  a  statement 
showing  that  the  association  had  43  vice-presidents, 
131  members,  and  11  affiliated  boards,  giving  a  total 
of  185,  which,  however,  was  increased  to  196  by  11 
additions  at  the  council  meeting  held  just  before  the 


annual  meeting.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  called  attention 
to  a  recent  decision  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  which  seriously  affected  fishery  boards  all 
over  the  country.  That  decision  was  to  the  eiTect 
that  the  power  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Act  rested  solely  with  the  sanitary 
authority.  Up  to  the  present  fishery  boards  had 
taken  proceedings.  If  the  sanitary  bodies  were 
the  polluters  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  things 
would  prevail.  It  was  decided  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  to  recommend  the  council  to  insert 
a  clause  in  the  English  Salmon  Fishery  Amendment 
Bill  to  empower  fishery  boards  to  enforce  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Act.  The  Duke  of  Abercorn 
was  re-elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  Mr.  W-  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  vice-chairman, 
in  place  of  Lord  Denbigh.  Mr.  R.  B.  Martin,  M.P., 
was  reappointed  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Towse 
hon.  secretary.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
chairman  observed  that  every  true  sportsman, 
especially  those  connected  with  the  various  fisheries 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  should  endeavour  to  join 
the  association.  Their  object  was  the  increase  of 
sport  in  the  direction  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 
The  time  had  come  when  it  was  necessary  that 
the  interests  of  the  people  connected  with  those 
fisheries  should  be  more  carefully  protected  by 
legislation.  No  doubt  the  salmon  themselves  were 
increasing,  but  the  methods  of  capture  had  very 
much  improved.  There  would  be  lack  of  supply  of 
fish  unless  more  measures  were  taken  and  approved 
by  Parliament  for  the  protection  of  the  various 
fisheries. —  The  Times. 


NAVAL,  SHIPPING,  AND 
FISHEEIES  EXHIBITION  AT 
EAKL'S  COUET,  LONDON. 

SOME  OP  THE  ATTRACTIONS. 


Splendid  weather  favoured  the  opening  of  the 
Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London  in  State  last  Saturday.  His  lordship  also 
presided  at  a  great  luncheon  to  which  the  Press 
and  the  various  committees  connected  with  the 
Exhibition  had  been  invited.  On  all  sides  were 
heard  nothing  but  expressions  of  praise  and  satis- 
faction at  the  quite  unusual  interest  of  the  attrac- 
tions of  this  Naval,  Shipping,  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

Inland  Fisheries  Department. 

In  the  Ducal  Hall  will  be  found  the  trade 
exhibits  of  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  19,  Piccadilly,  W.,  and  35,  St.  James's-street, 
W.,  who  have  a  very  fine  exhibit  of  waterproof 
fishing  garments,  portable  collapsible  rubber  boats, 
waterproofs  for  yachting,  motoring,  etc.  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros  ,  whose  great  stand  was  vmfinished  on 
the  opening  day,  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford, 
of  Pittville  Gates,  Cheltenham,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Newham,  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  Wimbledon  Park, 
appear  to  be  the  only  firms  exhibiting  inland  fishing 
tackle,  to  which  we  shall  refer  more  fully  presently. 

In  the  Ducal  Hall  there  are  also  many  hundreds 
of  fine  specimen  fish  lent  by  anglers  and  angling 
societies.  This  collection  is,  of  course,  extremely 
interesting  to  anglers,  and  contains  some  of  the 
largest  fish  ever  taken  by  rod  and  line,  as  well  as 
other  specimens,  including  the  monster  roach, 
3lb.  10|oz.    To  these  we  shall  also  refer  later  on. 

"With  the  Fleet,"  being  "life  in  a  cruiser," 
during  a  trip  down  the  Mediterranean. — The  cruiser 
is  237ft.  in  length,  and  43ft.  in  beam  ;  its  approxi- 
mate weight  is  150  tons  ;  the  length  respectively  of 
its  steel  and  wood  joists  about  one  mile,  and  the 
deck  flooring,  if  placed  on  end,  would  reach  from 
Ead's  Comt  to  Piccadilly,  being  22,000ft.  run,  or 
over  four  miles.  The  scenery  cloth  measures 
4008ft.  (1336yd.,  or  over  three-quarters  of  a  milejj; 
it  is  40ft.  in  depth,  and  weighs  nearly  20  tons. 
Thera  aie  four  4"7  guns,  four  6-pdr.  Hotchkiss, 
and  two  '303  Maxim  quick-firers.  The  4 '7  guns 
weigh  9  tons  each,  and  fire  a  projectile  of  451b. ; 
the  Hotchkiss  weigh  IScwt.,  and  their  shell  61b,, 
while  the  Maxims  can  fire  600  buUets  in  a  minute. 
The  big  guns  are  similar  to  those  that  defended 
Ladysmith.  These  ten  guns  were  lent  by  the 
Admiralty,  and  are  insured  for  £7000. 

The  double-handed  steering  gear,  the  binnacle, 
the  Downton  pump,  and  the  great  steam  winch, 
which  weighs  8  tons,  were  all  part  of  the  Antarctic 
ship  Ducovery. 

Over  the  bulwarks  from  davits  hang  six  boats, 
including  one  28ft.  steam  pinnace,  two  30ft.  cutter 


lifeboats,  one  26ft.  cutter,  one  30ft.  gig,  and  one 
27ft.  whaler. 

The  entire  area,  that  is,  08,860  square  feet,  of  tire 
Empress  Hall  is  taken  up;  and  between  the  high 
bulwarks  and  canvas  awning  magnificent  scertery 
reproduces  the  beauty  of  a  sea  trip  in  sunny 
southern  waters.  Steaming  out  of  Villefranche,  the 
Python  calls  at  various  points  of  interest  between 
there  and  Constantinople.  The  captain  takes  hij 
position  on  the  poop,  and  signals  hii  commands. 
The  anchor  is  weighed,  the  steam  syren  hoots  its 
warning,  and  "full  speed  ahead"  is  the  order. 
Every  member  of  the  crew  is  actually  a  man  who 
has  served  in  H.M.  Royal  Navy,  or  is  at  present  in 
the  Royal  Fleet  Reserve.  Gun  drill  and  cutlass 
exercise  occur  during  the  voyage,  and  a  happy 
incident  is  the  "Meeting  with  the  French  Fleet," 
when  L'Enienie  Cordiale  is  saluted  with  puns  and 
mutual  flag-dipping.  This  item  was  decided  upon 
many  months  prior  to  the  official  arrangement  that 
the  French  and  English  Fleets  should  meet  this 
summer.  Some  have  fine  baritone  voices,  which 
they  raise  in  nautical  song  and  chorus,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a  sailor  fiddler,  dance  and  melody  intersperse 
their  varied  duties. 

"With  the  Fleet"  has  been  constructed  and 
arranged  under  the 'supervision  of  Mr.  Herman 
Halt,  one  of  the  managing  directors  of  the  London 
Exhibitions,  Limited. 

Trafalgar  and  the  Death  of  Nelson  (A 
Picture  which  "Touches  the  Spot"). — Profes&or 
Fleischer's  gieat  centenary  scenic  spsctacle  of 
"  Trafalgar"  occupies  the  whole  of  a  huge  octagonal 
building.  It  ii  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  a  work 
of  the  highest  artistic  meiit,  and  took  the  painter 
over  two  years  in  its  production.  You  pass  upstairs 
into  a  circular  platform  under  a  hooded  canopy, 
and  find  yourself  surrounded  by  a  magnificent 
scenic  depiction  of  that  "  Memorable  Day  in 
October,  1805,"  at  the  moment  when  England's 
famous  Admiral  had  leceived  his  death- wound. 
The  canvas  Juns  47ft.  from  top  to  toe,  and  in  its 
circumference  covers  370it.  As  it  weighs  threa 
tons  and  Professor  Fleischer  devoted  two  years  to 
its  production,  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
woik  may  be  obtained.  His  studies  on  the  real 
Victory  alone  extended  over,  two  months  by  per- 
mission of  the  Admiralty.  The  unifoims  of  the 
period  are  guaranteed  as  accurate  in  every  detail ; 
and  the  artist  has  realised  with  extraordinary 
vividness  the  fierce  features  of  the  old  days  of  hand- 
to-hand  fighting  at  sea.  Slashed  rigging,  shattered 
spars,  and  the  burning  hulks  are  all  there,  together 
with  the  agonies  of  the  dying  and  the  pallor  of  the 
dead. 

In  a  StrBMARiNE. — You  enter  with  your  fellow- 
passengers,  take  one  look  at  the  sunshine,  and  as 
the  portals  are  closed  you  find  j'ourself  in  the  gang- 
way of  the  boat,  which  begins  to  sink. 

Through  the  large  portlights  in  the  submarine's 
sides  and  top  can  be  seen  real  fish  of  weird  and 
uncanny  shape,  swimming  in  the  water.  On  arriving 
at  the  "Bottom  of  the  Sea"  the  vessel  forges 
ahead,  and  a  marvellous  hydroramic  view  is  beheld. 
Passing  through  forests  in  the  ocean's  bed,  crumb- 
ling shipwrecks  are  seen  lying,  as  they  have  lain  for 
centuries,  in  deep  gorges ;  coral  reefs  and  sponge 
clusters  rise  above  you ;  beautiful  anemones  bloom 
in  a  thousand  colours  ;  uncommon  and  peculiar  fish 
swim  in  and  out  among  leafy  fronds  and  shell-girt 
caverns,  where  the  sea-mosses  hang  in  heavy 
festoons,  .disturbed  only  by  the  waves  and  the 
restless  animal  life.  The  prime  advantage  of  such 
a  submarine  journey  is  the  complete  absenca  of 
discomfort  or  suggestion  of  mal  de  mer. 

"MANirouLiN"  (the  place  of  spirits) :  the  North- 
American  Indian  village,  including  forty- two  braves, 
squaws,  and  papooses,  of  the  Ojibway,  Blackfeet, 
Iroquois,  Mohawk,  Onondaga,  Sioux,  and  Abenaki 
tribes. — Of  these,  nineteen  are  men,  eight  are  women, 
twelve  are  children,  and  three  are  babies.  The 
majority  are  from  Canada,  and  Biitish  subjects. 
They  have  built  their  own  typical  Indian  \'illage 
there,  erected  their  wigwams,  and  arranged  the 
cooking  apparatus,  in  order  to  live,  work,  and 
amuse  themselves  as  they  do  in  their  native  homes. 
The  various  craftsmen  can  be  seen  tanning  skins, 
making  bows  and  arrows,  pipe^,  mats,  and  baskets 
of  all  kinds,  decorating  deer-skin  garments  or 
doiiig  beadwork  and  ornamental  quill  -  work. 
Daily  there  will  be  ceremonies  and  dances,  con- 
ducted by  the  Iroquois  Chiefs  "Scar  Face"  and 
"American  Horse,"  with  special  war  and  prayer 
dances  by  the  Onondaga  Chief  "  Sose  Akwiira- 
noron,"  also  dances  round  the  camp  fiie,  including 
the  fascinating  Snake  Dance,  the  Caribou  (Prayer) 
Dance,  Medicine  Dance,  and  the  Pipe  of  Peace. 
The  "  Arrow  Game  "  and  other  Indian  sports  will 
be  played  at  various  times.  "  Manitoulin  "  is  under 
the  general  direction  of  "  Negaunneekahboh  " 
(Frederick  R.  Burton),  an  adopted  Ojibway,  who 
has  spent  mnny  years  among  the  North-Western 
Iridians. 
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■ 

Good  Fishing  Everywhere  Here. 


First  Day's  Fishing. 


By  the  Fishing  Hut,  looking  towards  Water  Tower. 


Me,  M.  R.  L.  White  and  the  Two  Keepers. 
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"AN  ANGLER'S  HOUES."  * 


The  latest  book  on  angling  is  by  good  luck  also 
one  of  the  best.  Mr.  Sheringham  need  not  think 
that  I  mean  his  book  is  good  by  accident — such 
accidents  never  happen;  it  is  good  because  he  is 
inspired  by  a  genuine  love  of  angling  in  all  its 
varied  forms.  It  is  a  great  thing,  it  seems  to  me, 
for  a  man  to  be  able  to  take  the  best  anghng  that 
comes  in  his  way  and  be  thankful,  to  find  that  all 
the  interest  and  delight  with  which  he  loops  the 
stout  gut  salmon  cast  to  the  great  reel  line,  stand- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  salmon  pool — to  find,  I  say, 
that  all  the  interest  and  delight  do  not  end  there, 
but  come  whenever  one  is  near  some  stream  or 
water  with  time  and  opportimity  for  fishmg  of  any 
kind. 

The  Bkidge-Habit. 

Although  every  angler  for  thousands  of  years 
has  had  the  bridge-habit,  yet  it  has  remained  for 
Mr.  Sheringham,  who  occupies,  so  pleasantly  for 
us,  the  piscatorial  chair  of  the  Field,  to  give  it  a 
name.  The  fact  that  he  is  no  true  angler  who  is 
not  at  times  given  to  meditating  on  bridges  cannot, 
I  think,  be  disputed.  We  have  all  noticed  it,  and 
left, it  to  Mr.  Sheringham  to  formulate  as  a  sort  of 
touchstone  for  the  true  angling  virtue.  Even  when 
passing  over  a  bridge  in  a  train  one  is  able  in  the 
tjwinklmg  of  an  eye  to  get  a  picture  of  the  pool 
below  and  to  mentally  digest  at  leisure.  And 
from  every  bridge  something  different  is  to  be  seen. 

"  The  bridge-habit  comes  as  easily  to,  and  sits 
as  gracefully  upon,  the  angler  as  the  oldest  inhabi- 
tant. Indeed,  unless  he  is  at  times  given  to 
meditating  on  bridges,  I  doubt  if  he  is  a  true  angler 
at  all.  In  Somersetshire  they  know  how  to  build 
bridges,  with  well  dispositioned  parapets,  neither 
so  high  that  one  cannot  lean  on  them  in  comfort 
and  see  the  pool  below,  nor  so  low  that  one  is  in 
danger  of  fallmg  over  on  a  dark  night. 

"One  of  the  reasons  why  the  angler  almost 
always  leans  over  a  bridge,  if  there  is  one,  is  that 
the  said  bridge  generally  gives  shelter  to  the  largest 
trout  in  the  neighbourhood." 

Then  Mr.  Sheringham  goes  on  to  describe  that 
delightful  loitering  on  a  comfortable  bridge,  over  a 
pleasant  stream,  on  the  first  evening  of  one's 
arrival  at  a  Devonshire  or  some  other  country 
village.  One  of  the  great  coping  stones  is  pretty 
certain  to  have  been  worn  away  by  generations  of 
villagers  who  have  sharpened  pocket-knives  on  it 
of  a  Sunday  morning  or  afternoon.  The  village 
youth  collect  here  not  only  to  look  out  for  fish,  but 
because  over  the  bridge  must  pass  the  village 
maidens  on  their  way  to  church  or  chapel.  Curiously 
enough  even  the  handsome  young  under-keeper,  in 
his  rich  brown  jacket  of  corduroy,  seems  to  find  the 
stile  near  the  bridge  the  most  suitable  one  for  a 
pleasant  Sunday  afternoon  pipe. 

In  connection  with  this  bridge-habit,  I  must  give 
at  the  end  of  this  notice  an  extract  or  two  from  a 
delightful  bit  which  a  correspondent  sends  me  from 
the  Field,  entitled,  "  The  Trout  at  the  Bridge,"-  by 
"  Q."  (should  not  "Q."  be  "H.  T.  S."  ?). 

Mr.  Sheringham  does  not  pretend  to  tell  us  of 
new  methods  of  angling  or  even  new  flies,  but  he 
has  a  delightful  way  of  reminding  one  that  it  is  not 
all  of  fishing  to  fish,  and  that  the  things  which  go 
to  make  up  the  pleasure  of  an  angling  holiday  are 
commonplace  only  to  those  who  find  them  so.  I 
hope  I  shall  look  over  a  good  many  more  bridges, 
and  in  future  I  shall  never  do  so  without  thinking 
of  Mr.  Sheringham's  pleasant  pages.  I  think  I  like 
his  "May  Day  on  the  Exe"  best  of  his  bunch  of 
chapters.  Just  as  one  never  gets  tired  of  hawthorn 
blo.ssom  or  wild  rose  so  a  well  written  description 
of  experiences  one  has  often  experienced  is  always 
welcome,  and  I  doubt  if  the  charm  of  Exmoor 
fisiiing  has  often  been  better  presented  in  a  few 
words— for  the  chapter  is  but  a  short  one.  After 
following  the  angler  as  he  fishes  up-stream  from  the 
village  until  he  comes  to  the  moorland,  he  says:  — 

"  Hitherto  the  hill  behind  him  has  been  covered 
with  fields  and  trees,  but  now  all  signs  of  cultivation 
cease  for  awhile,  and  there  stretches  out  before 
him  a  vast  expanse  of  heather  and  fern,  with  here 
and  there  a  point  of  rock  standing  boldly  out,  and 
here  and  there  a  patch  of  vivid  green,  which  shows 
that  some  stream  is  trickling  down  through  the 
moss  towards  the  river.  I  know  no  more  sudden 
contrast  anywhere ;  one  is  in  the  midst  of  a  scene 

*  "An  Ar-gler's  Hours"  By  H.  T.  Sheringham, 
angling  editor  of  the  Field.  London  :  Maca  illan 
&  Co, 


of  cultivation  and  the  work  of  men's  hands,  one 
turns  a  corner  and  is  suddenly  face  to  face  with  the 
moor  rising  hundreds  of  feet  above. 

"The  moor !  There  is  no  word  to  describe  it  ■ 
its  fascination  for  all  who  have  fallen  under  its 
spell  cannot  be  expressed  by  tongue  or  pen.  A 
man  can  only  gaze  and  marvel.'- 

I  know  a  good  many  men  who  go  year  after  year 
to  the  same  place  for  their  angling  holiday,  some 
because  the  fishmg  is  always  good  except  when  the 
reverse  can  be  accounted  for  satisfactorily;  but 
others  go  to  places  where  the  fishing  has  deteriorated 
so  year  after  year  that  the  angler  can  no  longer  be 
said  to  practise  his  art — there  is  nothing  to  practise 
on — he  merely  theorises  with  rod  and  line.  I  think 
anglers  make  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  they  will 
not  find  "  other  things  "  so  good  even  if  the  fishing 
is  far  better  elsewhere.  Somehow  or  other  the 
other  things  nearly  always  turn  out  all  right  or 
nearly  all  right— -nili.il  est  ah  omni  parte  bcatum, 
as  Mr.  Sheringham's  old  friend  Horace  says. 
There  is  no  rose  without  a  thorn,  but  there  are 
rivers  without  fish,  and  to  go  on  fishing  in  them 
year  after  year  is  like  chasing  shadows. 

Is  the  famous  Blue  Upright  no  longer  so  keenly 
appreciated  by  the  trout  of  Devonshire  and  Somer- 
setshire ?  I  have  not  fished  on  those  lovely  south- 
west country  streams  for  many  years,  and  I  have 
heard  others  besides  Mr.  Sheringham  speak  of  it  as 
though  its  glory  had  departed.  He  says  he  uses  a 
large  March  Brown  with  yellow  twist  as  leader, 
a  small  Hare's  Ear  as  first  dropper,  and  a  Blue 
Upright  as  second  dropper,  this  last  in  deference 
to  public  opinion  in  the  West  Country,  which  con- 
siders no  cast  complete  without  it.  "  One  is  loth 
to  go  against  public  opinion,  but  in  the  Exe  I  have 
caught  four  fish  with  the  March  Brown  and  three 
with  the  Hare's  Ear  to  every  one  with  the  local 
fly — not  that  this  is  conclusive,  far  from  it ;  it  is 
merely  related  as  an  individual  experience.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  that  the  large  March  Brown  kills 
best  when  there  is  a  good  head  of  water,  and  the 
smallest  pattern  of  Hare's  Ear  when  the  river  is 
very  fine,  while  the  Blue  Upright  has  served  me 
well  in  a  sudden  evening  rise." 

Used  cn  the  cast  in  the  relative  positions  men- 
tioned the  result  is  rather  what  one  would  expect 
from  the  three  flies  named,  but  I  feel  sure  Mr. 
Sheringham  does  not  base  his  experience  only  on 
results  so  obtained. 

What  I  like  about  our  author's  writings  is  the 
pleasant  sense  of  companionship  and  vein  of 
philosophy  which  one  experiences.  He  never 
dogmatises,  and  insinuates  rather  than  obtrudes 
his  opinions— just  as  when  trying  for  a  wary  trout 
in  clear  water  or  for  a  brace  of  tench 'before 
breakfast.  Although  disclaiming  to  be  a  teacher, 
there  are  good  hints  to  be  found  in  his  pages. 
Many  anglers  have  spent  a  holiday  near  a  river 
or  lake  full  of  fish,  which  they  did  not  fish  for 
because  of  the  weeds,  but  "  the  angler  from  foreign 
parts  has  realised  these  things,  and  has  endeavoured 
to  strike  out  a  new  line  for  himself.  A  punt  and  a 
long-handled  rake  were  borrowed  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  a  round  pool  was  cleared  among  the  weeds 
some  twelve  yards  from  the  bank,  where  the  water 
was  a  good  five  feet  in  depth.  Further,  a  narrow 
channel  was  cleared  between  this  pool  and  the  bank, 
where  there  was  a  good  five  feet  in  depth." 

Some  good  sport  with  the  handsome  olive-golden 
game  tench  is  admirably  described.  This  chapter 
will  remind  many  an  angler  who,  like  "  Red  Spinner  " 
and  myself,  admires  the  tench  above  all  other  coarse 
fish  of  delightful  hours  with  them  or  in  trying  for 
them— that  is,  where  they  live  in  good  wholesome 
water.  Black,  eel-like  tench  from  muddy  ponds  are 
not  in  consideration. 

"  'The  May  Fly  goes  out,  summer  comes  in,  and 
trout  fishing  is  over.'  This  was  the  strong  state- 
ment made  to  me  the  other  day  by  a  friend  who 
was  somewhat  disappointed  at  the  poor  results 
which  had  attended  his  efforts  on  a  noted  dry-fly 
water.  I  upbraided  him  for  being  a  pessimist,  and 
a  not  strictly  truthful  one  to  boot."  With  his 
friend's  pessimism  for  the  text,  Mr.  Sheringham 
gives  us  a  pleasant  dissertation,  called  The  Fly- 
fisher's  Aftermath,"  on  the  attractions  of  fly-fishing, 
including  dryfly  fishing,  for  coarse  fish.  Although 
I  cannot  go  quite  so  far  in  recommending  the  dace 
to  the  notice  of  fly-fishers  as  to  say  that  "  I  would 
as  lief  fish  for  him  in  rivers  where  he  is  abundant  as 
for  the  trout  of  any  mountain  stream."  I  certainly 
would  if  the  loa/s  in  quo  was  the  other  way  about 
—if  we  found  |lb.  to  -Jib.  dace  in  the  Highland 
burn  and  troutlets  in  the  dace  river.    But  it  is 


grateful  and  comforting  to  find  that  the  present 
angling  editor  of  the  Field,  like  his  chief,  "Red 
Spinner,"  and  "John  Bickerdyke ''  and  Francis 
Francis,  is  an  all-round  angler.  Mr.  Choate, 
America's  delightful  representative,  in  his  farewell 
speech  the  other  day,  said  that  he  was  leaving  us 
not  because  he  loved  England  less,  but  because  he 
loved  America  more  ;  and  it  is  the  same  with  those 
anglers  who,  I  think,  get  the  most  enjoyment  out  of 
angling — they  do  not  love  other  fishing  less  because 
they  love  trout  and  salmon  fishing  more. 

In  pike  fishing  with  "  Fisherman  Billy  "  we  get  a 
clever  pen  picture  of  one  of  the  old  school  of  river 
men,  half  poacher,  half  fisherman,  who  are  dying 
out  before  the  "advance  of  civilisation,"  still  to  be 
found  in  out  of  the  way  places,  and  often  well  worth 
finding — as  in  the  case  of  old  Billy.  It  is  in  the 
loving  appreciation  with  which  he  describes  the 
surroundings  of  his  sport  that  gives  Mr.  Shering- 
ham's book  its  charm — he  gives  us  a  quiet,  true 
picture  of  the  pleasures  of  angling,  including  its 
disappointments,  which  are  really  pleasures  in  dis- 
guise, for  they  double  the  enjoyment  when  success 
does  come — victory  after  defeat  is  always  sweetest. 
In  his  preface  the  author  says:  "I  have  large 
sympathy  with  those  critics  who  will  be  unable  to 
see  the  necessity  for  this  volume.  They  will  be 
unable  to  see  it  for  a  Very  proper  reason — there  is 
no  necessity."  There  is  no  necessity  for  trout  to 
rise  to  the  fly,  or  for  many  other  good  thiugs,  but  I 
feel  sure  that  most  of  his  readers  will  join  with  me 
in  thanking  Mr.  Sheringham  for  one  of  the  most 
pleasing  additions  to  the  angler's  library  which  we 
have  had  for  a  long  time.  R.  B.  M. 

THE  TEOUT  AT  THE  BRIDGE. 

"The  trout  by  the  bridge."  You  know  him. 
You  have  only  to  look  over  the  parapet,  and  tliere 
he  is — fat,  insolent,  tolerant  of  your  presence  as 
ever.  It  matters  nothing  what  bridge  or  what 
river.  He  is  always  there,  somewhere  about 
mid-stream,  poised  over  a  patch  of  gravel.  So 
ostentatious  is  he  you  would  take  him  for  a 
parvenu,  but  that  you  know  how  long  he  has  been 
in  the  same  place.  He  lies  a  few  inches  under 
water,  heating  himself  luxuriously,  and  his  broad 
green  back  shines  half-golden  in  the  sunlfght.  He 
is  the  picture  of  a  fish  "in  position."  But  he  only 
rises  once— that  is  when  he  hears  you  come  on  to 
the  bridge,  and  then  he  does  it  with  a  large  splash. 
He  took  no  fly,  for  when  a  rod  is  near  he  feeds 
exclusively  on  nymphs  and  shrimp.  But  he  means 
to  be  seen.  His  object  in  life  is  to  be  fished  for ; 
his  only  recreation  the  baiting  of  anglers.  He 
examines  each  pattern  as  it  floats  over  his  head 
with  an  appearance  of  interest.  Thus  he  keeps  his 
victim  amused,  and  passes  the  tying  under  review, 
for  he  is  very  critical,  and  has  his  theories  about 
the  best  hackle  and  his  preferences  among  the 
dubbings.  He  is  not  withoiit  a  debased  sense  of 
humour.  At  the  first  cast  he  grins,  at  tbe  fiftieth 
he  laughs  outright,  at  the  five-hundredth  (for  he 
keeps  count,  having  his  vanity,  like  the  rest  of  us) 
he  becomes  helpless  with  merriment.  When  the 
angler  breaks  his  rod  against  the  brickwork  he  is 
unable  to  contain  himself  for  sheer  delight.  As  the 
angler  curses  aloud  he  notes  down  each  word  with 
an  approving  nod,  for  he  is  curious  in  commination. 
He  thinks  that  human  speech  consists  of  nothing 
else,  and,  indeed,  he  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  his 
mistake.  When  at  last  the  angler  goes  away  for  a 
gun  the  trout  by  the  bridge  rushes  off  to  the  club 
to  teU  the  others  of  his  morning's  sport.  It  loses 
nothing  in  the  telling,  we  may  be  sure. 

There  is  but  one  way  to  get  even  with  the  trout 
by  the  bridge — to  ignore  him.  He  can  stand  any- 
thing but  neglect.  Pass  him  by.  Pretend  that  he 
is  not  there.  Go  on  up-stream,  and  you  shall  hear 
him  rising  with  impossible  frequency,  lashing  the 
surface  of  the  water  as  he  endeavours  impotently 
to  attract  your  attention.  But  be  strong,  and  you 
shall  prevail — over  other  fish  before  sunset. 

Q.,  in  the  Field. 


Individual  Delaware  River  fi'shei men  are  greatly 
nerturbed  because  the  Fishing  Trusts  iaterests  are 
i  >'  ading  the  district.  The  Trust  purpose  to  use  a 
net  two  miles  long  with  which  to  make  one  haul 
UaiJy  and  clean  out  the  river.  Crowds  gathered  to 
watch  the  result  of  the  first  experiment,  and  were 
'  i^hly  delighted  at  the  total  catch  of — Eighty  shaH, 
fi  tree  trunks,  furty-three  mussels,  one  (  e.ombu- 
lator,  thirteen  crayfish,  three  rook  fish,  two  carpet 
s  v.Apper3,  nine  catfish,  four  corsets,  thirteen  carp, 
and  one  set  of  bed  springs. 
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GKAYLING  IN  TWEED  AND 
TILL. 


It  was  a  fine  clear  morning,  with  a  touch  of  the 
previous  night's  frost  still  lingering  in  the  air,  as  we 
lit  our  pipes  in  front  of  the  Gcllingwood  Arms, 
Cornhill,  and  stowed  rods  and  baskets  into  the 
dogcart,  which  was  to  drive  us  over  to  Oastle 
Heaton,  on  the  Till— some  four  miles  off — whither 
we  were  bent  to  court  the  favour  of  the  fickle  Salmo 
tlujmallus.    Our  party  consisted  of  three,  and  on 
reaching  the  river— as  lovely  a  piece  of  water  as  one 
could  wish  to  behold— P—  decided  to  try  his  luck 
down  stream,  while  H —  and  your  humble  servant 
took  the  upper  water.    H —  was  somewhat  of  a 
novice  with  grayling,  but  keen  as  mustard,  and, 
having  read  up  the  literature  on  the  subject,  had 
come  prepared  with  all  sorts  of  weird  baits  for  the 
seduction  of  the  lady  of  the  stream,  as  the  fish  is 
termed  by  some  of  its  admirers.    Quaint  artificial 
grasshoppers  and  wasp  grubs,  a  tin  of  gentles,  and 
some  attenuated-looking  red  worms,  and  lastly 
some  very  tempting  caddis  baits.     No  fish  were 
moving  upon  the  fine  duh  (as  astillish  run  of  water, 
little  more  than  knee  deep,  is  here  called)  as  we  put 
our  rods  together  upon  the  bank,  and  despite  my 
admonitions  that  with  so  free  rising  a  fish  as  the 
grayling  is,  fly  was  the  onlf  legitimate  lure,  H— 
determined  to  try  gentles  as  a  beginning.  So 
leaving  him  the  inviting-looking  pool,  fringed  with 
bushes  on  the  far  side,  and  partly  overhung  by  a 
single  large  willow  tree  on  this,  I  walked  down  some 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  to  the  bottom  of  the 
aforesaid  dub,  and  prepared  to  fish  it  up  with  fly. 
Hardly  had  I  started  before  a  slight  dimple  on  the 
surface,  well  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  denoted 
a  feeding  fish,  and  covering  this  at  the  next  cast,  a 
nice  grayling  of  about  half  a  pound  was  brought 
to  creel.    There  are  no  restrictions  whatever  as  to 
size  upon  these  northern  rivers,  where  the  grayling 
is  not  regarded  with  favour,  but  rather  the  re- 
verse by  most  people,  who  rightly  or  wrongly 
think  that  his  presence  is  inimical  to  the  trout ;  and 
they  wage  war  upon  him  on  all  occasions  as  an 
intruder,  and  in  fact  a  sort  of  vermin,  upon  their 
favourite  trouting  reaches.  The  ordinary  fisherman 
tells  you  that  the  grayling  eats  the  trout,  which  is 
manifestly  absurd  ;  or  that  he  drives  him  from  the 
streams,  which  seems  almost  equally  unlikely ;  for 
the  trout,  it  must  be  remembered,"  is  a  far  more 
active  and  predatory  fish  than  the  grayling,  and  is 
much  more  likely  to  make  a  meal  of  him,  or  his 
fry,  than  to  tamely  submit  to  being  shouldered  out 
by  him.    Others  assert,  and  with  perhaps  a  greater 
show  of  reason,  that  the  grayling  eats  the  food 
which  the  trout  would  otherwise  get,  and  that 
therefore  the  increase  of  the  one  means  the  decrease 
of  the  other ;  but  though  there  is  no  gainsaying 
the  fact  that,  were  ,the  grayling  not  there,  there 
would  be  more  food  for  the  trout  that  were,  we 
cannot  think  but  that  such  rivers  as  the  Till  and 
Tweed  furnish  substance  enough  for  far  more  fish 
than  collectively  inhabit  them  at  the  present  time ; 
and  we  fancy  the  decrease  in  the  trout,  where  it 
exists,  must  be  looked  for  in  other  directions  than 
this.    Over-fishing  in  past  years  has  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  the  depletion  of  many  rivers.  For 
one  man  that  fished  forty  years  ago  probably  a 
hundred  fish  now,  and  if  one  takes  the  trouble  to 
calculate  the  number  of  fish  thus  taken  out  of  a 
stretch  of  water  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  its 
productiveness  becomes  at  once  apparent;  and 
ones  wonder  is  excited,  not  at  the  present  scarcity 
of    the  trout,  but    that   there  should  be  any 
left   in    the   streams    at  all.     In   by  far  the 
majority  of   cases   absolutely    no    means  are 
taken  to  maintain  or  replenish    the  stock  of 
fish,  and  yet  how  many  to  the  square  yard,  or 
to  the  acre  of  surface,  does  the  river  yield  during 
the  course  of  the  year  ?    And  is  there  any  other 
sort  of  game  or  food  which  can  be  produced  from 
the  land  in  equal  quantity  with  as  little  care  ?  The 
annual  close  season  which  is  now  enforced  by  law 
should  be  of  great  benefit  to  many  rivers  upon 
which  the  fishmg  is  open  to  the  public ;  and  the 
laudable  attempts  at  restocking  which  have  been 
made  in  some  places  ought  to  be  further  followed. 

But  we  are  digressing,  and  must  hark  back  to  the 
dub.  By  careful  fishing,  and  favoured  by  a  gentle 
breeze  which  began  to  blow  up  stream  and  ruffle 
its  surface  a  little,  my  basket  contained  over  a 
dozen  fish  by  the  time  I  rejoined  H—  at  his  pool, 
where  I  found  he  had  killed  about  half  that  number 
with  grubs,  as  well  as  a  perch  of  close  upon  a  pound 


in  weight,  and  so  we  moved  on  up  stream.  Here, 
in  the  slightly  broken  water,  fly  was  so  much  more 
successful  than  bait  that  friend  H —  was  fain  to 
change  his  tackle,  and  by  the  time  we  had  gained 
the  beautiful  pools  at  the  bend  opposite  Tiptoe 
our  baskets  made  a  very  respectable  show  indeed, 
containing  together  forty-two  fish,  including  the 
perch,  none  of  the  grayling  being  less  than  a  ilb., 
and  the  largest  fully  21b.  in  weight.  Here  lunch 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  if  the  beef  in  the 
sandwiches  was  a  bit  tough  and  stringy,  any 
inclination  to  grumble  thereat  was  hushed  by-its 
tender  spouse.  Bass's  Pale  Ale. 

In  putting  up  the  lunch  in  the  morning  opinion 
had  been  rather  divided  as  to  whether  large  or 
pint  bottles  of  beer  were  the  proper  thing  to  bring. 
H—  had  been  somewhat  inclined  to  vote  for  the 
latter,  and  had  opined  that  "one  large  bottle 
between  two  would  bean  ample  allowance";  but 
he  had  not  calculated  sufficiently  upon  the  effects 
of  this  glorious  Northumberland  air,  and  by  the 
time  half  a  pipe  had  been  smoked,  he  was  beginning 
to  talk  of  a  fairer  proportion  being  "  two  bottles 
among  one  !  A  curious  name  that,  by  the  way, 
for  a  farmhouse— Tiptoe— which  stands  amongst 
the  trees  on  the  crest  of  the  opposite  bank.  It 
was  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  that  part  of  Surrey's 
army  crossed  the  Till,  hy  the  Willow  Ford,  on  their 
way  to  Flodden,  in  1513.  The  precise  site  of  the 
ford  seems  to  be  uncertain,  but  the  stream,  just 
below  us,  seems  as  likely  as  any  ather.  The  Till  is 
a  notoriously  treacherous  river  to  cross.  Did  any- 
one stand  there  then  on  tiptoe  to  watch  the  result  ? 
There  is  a  huge  slab  of  sandstone  standing  erect 
on  the  bank  just  below  the  house,  known  as  "  Big 
Nichol,"  but  the  origin  of  the  name  we  did  not 
discover. 

But  we  must  resume  our  fishing.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  deep,  still  water  above  here  in  which  fish 
were  not  so  much  in  evidence,  but  we  got  a  few 
nice  grayling  out  of  the  pools  here  and  there,  and 
in  one  corner  H— ,  with  worm,  landed  no  fewer 
than  seventeen  perch,  weighing  just  over  eight 
pounds  altogether.  Still  higher  up  there  is  another 
long  dub,  running  over  a  sandy  bottom,  and  at  the 
tail  of  this  I  got  the  best  grayling  of  the  day,  close 
upon  three  pounds  in  weight,  but  he  was  a  sulky 
sort  of  a  fish,  and  did  not  give  much  trouble  in 
landing.  In  fact  the  big  fish  here  don't  seem  to 
fight  with  half  the  determination  of  their  younger 
relations. 

During  the  day  a  few  small  silvery  trout  of  six 
or  seven  inches  in  length  were  landed  on  the  fly, 
but  were,  of  course,  returned  to  the  water  again, 
as  were  also  a  good  many  smallish  grayling;  and 
when  we  got  back  to  Cornhill  in  the  evening,  after 
a  most  enjoyable  day,  picking  up  P—  near  the 
Twizell  Gastle  boundary,  as  had  been  previously 
arranged,  our  united  catch  totalled  up  to  ninety- 
five  grayling,  weighing  241b.,  and  eighteen  perch, 
weighing  just  over  91b. 

More  ideal  water  for  grayling  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  find  anywhere,  and  that  it  is  duly  appreci- 
ated by  them  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  manner 
m  which  they  have  grown  and  increased  since  their 
mtroduction  to  the  Till.  As  to  exactly  when  and 
where  they  first  found  their  way  into  the  river 
there  seems  to  be,  locally,  some  little  difference  of 
opmion,  but  nearly  all  the  fishermen  agree  upon 
the  fact  that  up  to  within  about  twenty  years  ago 
they  were  unknown  in  Till,  except  at  the  mouth 
where,  and  in  Tweed  adjoining,  they  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  catching  a  considerable  number  in  the 
salmon  nets  for  some  years  previously.  The  general 
opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the  graying  could  not 
ascend  Till  very  far  from  Tweed,  owing  to  mill 
caulds,  which  would  have  to  be  surmounted ;  and 
the  idea  was  also  pretty  prevalent  that  they  did 
not  by  nature  run  up  a  river,  as  trout  do,  but  on 
the  contrary  were  rather  apt  to  colonise  it  in  an 
opposite  direction.  Facts,  however,  seem  to  prove 
incontestably  that  this  is  not  so,  for  they  have  un- 
doubtedly ascended  Till  for  many  miles,  in  fact  to 
where  it  enters  the  Cheviot  Hills  as  a  mere  gravelly 
mountain  burn,  under  the  name  of  Breamish. 
The  river  changes  its  name  from  Till  to  Breamish 
at  Bewick  Bridge  without  any  visible  reason. 
Hence  the  local  rhymes : — 

The  Till's  the  Breamish,  and  Breamish  is  Till, 
"That's  true,"  quoth  the  miller  o'  Bewick  Mill; 
"At  my  mill  wheel  there's  a  change  o'  name 
But  the  stream  itself  is  still  the  same." 
and — 

The  foot  o'  Breamish  and  the  head  o'  Till 
Meet  together  at  Bewick  Mill. 


They  have  also  run  up,  and  almost  taken  posses- 
sion of,  the  Glen,  and  no  doubt  some  of  the  other 
tributaries  as  well. 

The  facts,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  gather  them, 
from  inquiries  in  the  neighbourhood  and  at  Kelso, 
seem  to  be  somewhat  as  follows:  Grayling  were 
first  introduced  into  the  Teviot,  which  flows  into 
the  Tweed  just  above  Kelso,  by  the  late  Marquis 
of  Lothian,  and,  increasing  there  rapidly,  spread 
into  the  Tweed  towards  the  end  of  the  'sixties. 
One  of  14|in.  in  length  was  killed  on  the  Tweed 
by  Mr.  A.  Steel  on  November  6,  1868.  On  April  4, 
1879,  I  saw  another,  which  had  been  caught  in  the 
nets  at  Twizell,  and  which  weighed  over  31b.,  and 
that  it  was  called  by  the  person  who  had  it  a  perch, 
would  seem  to  prove  that  they  were  not  then  very 
common  there.  Ten  years  later,  however,  they 
had  become  numerous  in  the  Tweed,  and  were 
beginning  to  be  caught  m  the  TiU  as  high  up  as 
Ford.  About,  or  shortly  previous  to,  this  time 
some  had  been  introduced  there,  or  at  Milfield,  and 
others  a  little  lower  down  the  water  at  Etal.  By 
189G  they  had  peopled  the  whole  of  the  TUl  and 
Glen,  and  were  being  denounced  upon  all  sides  as 
detrimental  to  trout,  and  a  nuisance  to  the  angler 
in  spring,  from  the  greedy  manner  in  which  they 
took  his  fly. 

That  grayling  were  known  in  Northumberland, 
previous  to  their  introduction  to  the  Till,  seems 
probable  from  the  fact  that  Day  ("British  and 
Irish  Salmonidce ")  gives  Cumer  as  a  Northum- 
brian name  for  the  fish.  ThymaUus  was  bestowed 
upon  it  by  iElian  from  a  fancied  resemblance  of  the 
odour  of  a  newly-caught  fish  to  water-thyme.  It 
was  called  Umbra  by  Salviani  in  the  sixteenth 
century  because,  "  being  a  swift  swimmer  it  disap- 
pears like  a  shadow."  Grayling  is  said  to  be  a 
corruption  of  gray-line,  referrmg  to  the  longi- 
tudinal fines  along^  its  grey  sides.  It  has  also  been 
called  "the  flower  of  fishes,"  no  doubt  from  its 
aroma.  It  is  not  supposed  to  have  been  indigenous 
to  Britain,  but  to  have  been  introduced  by  the 
monks ;  though  Francis  Francis  used  to  be  of 
opinion  that  the  monks,  being  connoisseurs  in  matters 
pertaming  to  fish,  might  rather  have  followed  it ! 
That  it  was  never  esteemed  by  the  angler,  so  much 
as  trout,  is  as  old,  at  any  rate,  as  the  days  of  Izaak 
Walton,  for  he  says  it  "is  very  gamesome  at  the 
fly ;  and  much  simpler,  and  therefore  bolder,  than 
the  trout.  .  .  .  Yet  he  is  not  so  general  a  fish  as 
the  trout,  nor  to  me  so  good  to  eat  or  to  angle  for." 
Day  says  that  they  do  not  spawn  till  they  are 
nearly  three  years  old,  but  they  are  rapid  growers 
and  attain  a  length  of  four  or  five  inches  in  a  few 
months.  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  believed  that 
grayling  hatched  in  May  were  nine  inches  in  length 
by  September  and  weighed  from  five  to  eight 
oimces.  Lichen  Grey. 


HOW  GEAYLING 
DUCED  INTO 
AND  TWEED. 


WEEE  INTKO- 
THE  TEVIOT 


"Some  years  since  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  at 
considerable  expense,  procured  a  number  of  these 
fine  fish,  and  placed  them  in  a  pond  near  Monteviot 
House,  from  which,  after  breeding,  they  were  to 
be  transferred  to  the  Teviot.  From  adverse  weather 
the  pond  one  day  burst  its  bounds,  and  the  fish 
escaped  into  the  river.  For  some  time  all  traces 
of  the  fish  were  lost,  but  lately  one,  21b.  in  weight, 
wae  caught  in  the  Teviot,  near  the  pond,  by  iVIr. 
John  Patterson,  gamekeeper,  Ancrum  House,  and 
was  returned  to  the  river,  and  another,  some  miles 
below,  by  Mr.  T.  Stoddart,  Kelso.  Some  days  since, 
three  of  smaller  size  were  also  got  in  the  same 
river,  but  were  wisely  returned  to  the  river ;  and 
on  Friday  a  beautiful  specimen  of  about  ^Ib.  in 
weight  was  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jed  by  Mr. 

Halliburton,  Bongate.  This  shows  that  .the 
escaped  fish  have  taken  to  the  river  for  which  they 
were  got,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers  knowing 
them  will  also  return  them  to  the  river  when 
caught,  as  by  doing  so  in  a  few  years  we  will  have 
abundance,  and  with  them  sport  can  be  had  all  the 
year  over,  as  they  are  in  good  condition,  when 
trout  is  out  of  order.  When  full  grown,  the  average 
weight  is  about  31b." — Teviotdale  BecOrd.  1864. 


The  outside  walls  of  many  of  the  houses  of 
Mexico  are  from  3(t.  to  6ft.  thick,  to  withstand 

earthquake  shocks, 
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SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  LYON. 

[The  following  extracts  from  a  home  letter  from 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  will,  we  are  sure,  interest  many  of 
our  readers.] 

Poul  Lonie  is  the  first  to  answer  to  a  southern 
wind,  and  it  was  lucky  for  me  that  it  was  in  my 
beat  that  day.  The  salmon  ceased  their  leaping, 
and  were  no  doubt  as  joyful  and  as  full  of  know- 
ledge of  the  change  then  coming  as  we  who  viewed 
the  scudding  clouds  and  felt  the  falling  rain. 
"Waders,  Duncan  ;  now's  our  chance  for  fish." 
The  smallest  minnow  and  the  finest  line  are  soon 
across  the  stream,  and  it  is  grudgingly,  and  with  as 
little  disturbance  as  I  can  to  the  pebbly  bottom, 
that  1  travel  down  to  deeper  parts,  as  there  are  only 
a  few  yards  in  which  I  have  to  fish.  "  Will  he 
come  ?  I  am  so  near  my  wader's  tops."  I  was 
asking  myself  this  when  the  tug  came,  which,  with 
my  answering  strike  and  the  moving  of  a  stone, 
almost  overbalanced  me.    Duncan  is  smiling.  He 

has  stitched  the  fish's  mouth — they  die  better  so  

and  is  thinking  of  the  gomg  through  the  village 
with  it  on  his  back.  When  he  has  had  three  to 
carry  he  would  not  let  a  brother  gillie,  who  had 
none,  share  his  glory. 

Of  course  I  had  to  have  a  pipe  before  trying  for 
a  second  fish  in  so  small  a  space,  although  Nature 
was  evidently  gathering  strength  for  some  great 
outburst  which  made  it  unwise  to  delay  for  long 
my  second  effort.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
choose  the  happy  time,  and  weak  enough,  I  fear, 
to  share  in  Duncan's  pride  when  we  got  our  second 
fish  just  at  dusk,  made  earlier  by  the  darkly 
threatening  clouds. 

The  storm  raged  late  into  the  night,  and  between 
the  blasts  I  could  hear  the  patter  of  the  ever- 
welcome  rain  that  says  so  plamly:_"The  river 
will  be  high  and  full  of  sport  to-morrow.  Salmon 
will  bo  hurrymg  past  the  netting  stations  while  the 
nets  are  ofl— it's  Sunday-and  they  will  soon  be 
here,  fresh  and  innocent,  to  fall  an  easy  prey  " 
With  thoughts  of  big  ones  that  multiphed  in  the 
haziness  of  coming  sleep  I  travelled  on  to  dreams 
that  only  ended  with  the  morning's  call. 

Fishers  gather  here  from  many  quarters  ;  some 
with  a  book  that  tells  them  where  and  how  to  fi«h 
for  the  fighting  monsters  that  it  will  test  their  skill 
to  guide  amongst  the  boulders. 

Two  colonels,  a  captam,  and  a  major  are  here  • 
al  m  the  prime  of  life  and  rigged  out  to  the  very 
letter,  full  of  expectations.  The  colonels,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  have  each  a  fish,  and  the  major,  very  clever 
with  the  fly,  has  the  honour  of  havuig  taken  there- 
with the  first  fly-caught  fish,  but  their  gallant 
comrade,  the  captain,  has,  as  yet,  hooked  only 
rugged  sides  of  simken  rocks,  lost  minnows  said 
what  he  deemed  appropriate,  and  taken  to  the  fly 
— the  easier  way. 

Had  I  studied  drawing  I  would  make  a  chart  of 
every  pool,  and  put  a  little  cross  to  show  the  spots 
where  lures  are  lost,  and  half  round  them  in  a  crescent 
shape  a  line  to  show  where  the  bait  should  twirl  to 
excite  the  hiding  fish.  To  lose  seven  minnows  in 
one  day  and  get  no  fish  would  make  most  of  us 
take  early  to  the  fly,  but  the  fisher  who  had  this 
misfortune  was  most  phUosophical,  and  quite  prided 
himself  on  the  knowledge  he  had  gamed  of  where 
not  to  fish. 

Here,  where  I  have  wandered  from  pool  to  pool 
at  my  o^^'n  sweet  wiU  for  so  many  years,  we  now 
draw  lots  for  beats  "  Do  you  like  the  change  ?  " 
my  old  friends  ask  me.  Yes,  I  like  the  chlnge, 
and  stay  the  longer  for  it  at  the  fishing.  When 
the  company  is  a  pleasant  one  much  is  learnt 
energies  are  sharpened,  and  there  is  more  inclination 
somehow  for  just  another  try  before  leavmg  off  I 
much  dishke  an  empty  house.  I  do  not  quite 
remember  if  that  was  my  only  reason  for  so  quickly 
fillmg  -mine  with  strangers-little  strangers  that 
never  left  me;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
my  having  done  so  has  had  much  to  do  with  my 

i°Tf  T  k  }^     ^  ^^^^^  °f  "'^e  to  eat  alone, 

and  1  think  it  a  pleasant  break  to  see  the  form  and 
hear  the  voice  of  another  fisher 
nJ^^r^  f  ^  ^°  send  you  a  photo  of  myself  taken 
on  one  of  my  lucky  days  by  a  fisher-photographer 

n3  h"'.  ?rP"°^-    ^^^''^^        ^  are%ecog- 
nisable,  but  the  scenery  seems  somehow  changed. 

f^oubt  ere  this  been  told  some  of 

Cfir,?  f'  ''''^f''''^'  his  great  success  at 
his  first  salmon  fishing.  Modesty,  however,  has 
probably  prevented  him  from  tellmg  you  how 
quickly  he  took  to  the  coiling  tin,  and  bow  soon 


became  an  adept  in  its  use,  thereby  proving  to  me, 
if  proof  were  needed,  how  easy  a  method  it  is  for 
anyone  who  has  any  knowledge  of  casting.  He 
was  so  taken  with  it  that  I  really  believe  we  shall 
see  him  belted-and-tinned  for  trout  at  his  favourite 
Datchet  this  coming  season,  and  offering  for  sale 
the  new  casting  winch  of  which  he  was  so  proud. 

Fancy  his  getting  a  fish  within  five  minutes  of 
his  start,  the  first  from  the  Lyon  in  1905  !  Has  he 
told  you,  I  wonder,  the  history  of  the  capture  of 
his  .second  ?  It  provides  a  tale  well  worth  the 
telling.  We  were  on  different  sides  of  the  river, 
and  he  had  gone  to  the  Falls,  while  I  had  given  a 
few  minutes  to  a  lower  pool.  As  I  came  opposite 
him  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  he  had  acquired  a 
great  amount  of  proficiency  in  a  style  of  fishing 
new  to  him,  and  was  looking  quite  likely  for  a 
second  fish.  I  advised  with  shout  and  gesture  a 
slightly  slower  draw,  allowing  the  bait  to  sink  a 
trifle  deeper  in  the  rushing  waters  of  the  Falls. 
This  immediately  took  effect,  and  he  was  hard  into 
a  fish.  He  handled  it  well,  too,  and  kept  it  under 
control  until  unfortunately  it  decided  on  a  journey 
downstream.  Down,  down  it  rushed,  aad  was 
soon  out  of  his  sight,  for  his  view  was  cut  off  by 
the  huge  boulder  from  the  side  of  which  he  had 
made  his  cast.  The  line  was  rightly  held,  just 
tight  enough  to  prevent  it  catching  in  obstructions, 
but,  holding  as  it  did  straight  from  the  fish's  nose 
over  his  back,  it  was  in  no  way  influencing  a  turn, 
but  rather  urging  onwards.  I  have  found  it  best 
at  the  beginning  of  the  rush  by  which  the  fish 
means  to  leave  the  pool  to  keep  the  rod  in  such 
position  as  may  tend  to  bring  his  head  and  body 
sideways.  Only  a  very  slight  angle  is  possible  at 
times,  but  nearly  always  the  fisher  can  make  it 
sufficient  to  alter  the  fish's  line  of  sight,  and 
thereby  curb  his  desire  to  prolong  the  rush. 

It  was  too  late  now,  and  the  salmon  had  his  way, 
which  was  down  out  of  the  Falls,  past  the  Long 
Ladder  Pool,  and  he  was  fast  approaching  the 
rapid,  rocky  shoal  that  must  have  made  a  loss 
inevitable.  But  by  this  time  I  had  cast  my  minnow 
across  his  line,  and  was  drawing  it  towards  me, 
whfle  .shouting  to  him,  hidden  as  he  was,  to  give 
slack  line.  The  fish,  well-nigh  exhausted,  was  soon 
drawn  in  and  gaffed.  What  must  have  been  your 
brother's  thoughts  while  my  gillie  and  I  were  at 
this  work,  and  what  his  joy  when  he  saw  us 
reappear  with  his  fish,  which  was  over  201b.  in 
weight ! 

Many  others  who  have  thought  their  "Malloch" 
or  their  "Silox"  reel  perfection  have  been  converted 
to  the  coil.  They  could  cast  as  far  and  as  accurately 
as  I,  though  not  with  so  light  a  lure  as  mine,  but 
the  getting  back,  which,  with  a  reel,  must  cause 
discomfort,  becomes  too  back-breaking  for  anyone 
before  the  day  is  over  on  a  river  like  the  Lyon.  It 
is  quite  a  pleasure  to  stand  by  a  new-made  convert 
and  show  him  still  further  how  it  is  done— there 
are  several  helpful  wrinkles — and  see  his  pleasure 
and  hear  his  thanks.  Military  men  are  the  most 
apt  pupils  and  show  most  pleasure,  for  the  head-up 
attitude  that  coil- making  allows  suits  the  set  of 
their  limbs  much  better  than  the  stooping,  leaning 
bend  which  the  winch  exacts,  and  they  are  also 
quick  to  see  how  much  more  enticingly  they  can 
manipulate  the  bait  with  their  new-learned  method. 
Tins  and  "  Vibration  '-'  rods  have  gone  to  England, 

Ireland,  and  Wales,  and  before  this  Colonel  H  

is  on  the  Dee,  the  birthplace  of  the  tin,  so  we  are 
told,  demonstrating  its  usefulness. 

I  have  been  much  struck  by  the  uniformity  of 
the  questions  put  to  me. 

"How  do  you  manage,  Gesn,  when  a  fish  comes 
on  while  the  tin  is  full  of  coils?  "  is  the  most  oft- 
repeated  one,  and  to  it  my  reply  has  become  quite 
uniform,  and  I  sometimes  wish  I  had  it  printed  to 
save  some  time.  "  Trouble  not  of  what  will  happen 
when  the  fish  is  on ;  use  all  your  faculties  to  get 
the  attachment,  the  fish  will  do  the  rest."  Then 
follows  :  '•  But  suppose  the  fish  comes'  towards  you 
instead  of  darting  off — what  then?"  Answer, 
equally  ready  to  be  printed.  "  Not  once  a  season 
will  it  happen  that  a  salmon  that  is  so  near  when 
hooked  that  your  tin  has  many  coils  will  come  so 
much  nearer  that  the  uplifting  of  your  rod  from  its 
position  when  the  strike  was  made  will  not  suffice  ; 
but,  should  it  not,  take  a  step  backwards  or  add  a 
coil,  or  even  two,  or  more.  When  the  fish  sees 
your  movement  he  will  run  off  in  earnest  and  be 
upon  the  winch."  How  true  it  is  that  while  talking 
of  the  remotest  chance  the  very  incident  will  some- 
times occur. 

ail-.  J.  C,  Pipe,  who  met  me  for  the  first  time  on 


the  Broom  Pool,  having  learnt  from  his  gillie  who 
I  was,  pleaded  with  me  to  let  him  be  a  witness  of 
how  I  used  my  Grant  Vibration  rod,  and  the  tin  of 
which  he  had  heard  and  read  so  much.  I  protested 
that  I  could  not  think  of  trying  his  pool,  but  all  in 
vain ;  I  had  to  fish  it  or  appear  most  unobliging. 
I  took  several  long  casts  without  result,  and  then 
pulled  from  off  the  winch  what  line  was  needed  to 
search  the  river  from  bank  to  bank,  and,  while  the 
line  was  stretched  out  to  its  last  coil,  I  felt  it 
tighten,  and  struck  a  fish  which,  after  much 
manojuvring,  was  brought  across  and  safely  gaffed. 
Not  many  minutes  after  I  felt  the  slightest  touch 
at  the  same  spot,  but  with  no  result.  Coil  on  coil 
dropped  into  the  tin  without  heed  from  me.  My 
eyes  were  watching  for  the  minnow  to  see  if  it  had 
become  disfigured  by  a  weed.  I  saw  it  coming, 
and,  when  so  close  to  me  that  I  was  m  the  act  of 
lifting  for  another  cast,  something  happened  that 
was  so  startling  m  its  combmed  effects  as  to  quite 
unnerve  me  for  an  instant  and  put  to  ridicule  my 
ready  answer  to  "  How  do  you  manage  when  a  fish 
comes  on  while  your  tm  is  full  of  coils  ?  "  I  killed 
the  fish  which  had  actually  splashed  me  in  its  rush 
for  the  bait;  but  for  what  happened  during  the 
first  few  seconds  you  must  ask  Mr.  Pipe,  he  was  an 
onlooker  and  saw  the  fun. 

I  also  send  you  in  ^lis  letter  a  copy  of  the  list  of 
the  fish  taken  in  the  Lyon  so  far  this  season,  and 
the  pools  they  came  from.  You  will  see  by  it  that 
I  have  again  met  up  here  many  of  my  old  friends, 
whose  success  must  always  be  a  joy  to  me. 

How  strange  it  is  that  it  should  be  so  difficult  to 
say  "enough."  "Enough"  means  "more"  to 
most  men,  and  so  I,  still  unsatisfied,  ask  for  just 
one  week  more.  Those  who  know  how  great  my 
luck  has  been  in  beating,  indeed  doubUng,  all 
records  of  the  fishing  in  Glen  Lyon  would  dub  me 
undeserving  of  what  sport  I  have  had  if  I  am  still 
unsatisfied.  Thirty-three  large  fish  in  thirty-three 
days'  fishing  are  the  figures  up  to  date,  just  half 
the  total  catch  by  all  the  rods. 

Luck  is  a  great  word  on  Scotch  tongues.  It 
almost  usurps  the  place  of  knowledge,  skill  and 
perseverance,  which  are  none  the  less  essential  to 
the  gaining  for  you  of  the  title  "lucky."  It  is  a 
word  which  ever  takes  my  mmd  to  home  and  to 
thankful  thoughts  that  my  boys  and  girls  are  just 
what  I  would  have  them  be. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  salmon  taken  from 
Jan.  16  to  March  28,  1905:— 

Jan.  16,  Mr.  Geen,  Richmond,  two,  161b.  and  151b., 
Elm  Tree  Pool.  Jan.  17,  two,  221b.  and  161b.,  Falls  ; 
one.  151b.,  Ladder.  Mr.  Geen,  jun.,  one,  181b.,  Glen 
LyonFdlh;  one,  151b.,  Poul  Lonie.  Jan.  18,  Mr. 
A.  C.  Johnson,  London,  two,  191b.  and  161b., 
Dunieve^  Broom  Pool.  Mr.  Geen,  jun.,  Richm  md, 
one,  20|lb.,  Elm  Tree.  Jan.  19,  one,  191b.,  Poul 
Lonie.  Jan.  20.  one,  121b.,  Bleek  Pool;  one,  24lb., 
Pool  above  Falls.  Jan.  24,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  one' 
181b.,  Broom  Pool ;  one,  IVilb.,  Poul  Lonie.  Jan.  25, 
Mr.  Geen.  one,  20.|lb  ,  Poul  Lonie.  Jan.  28,  one, 
15|lb.,  Fanny's  Pool;  one,  15lb.,  Broom  Pool.' 
Jan.  30,  one,  201b.,  Poul  Lonie;  one,  141b.,  Broom 
Pool;  Mr.  Wright,  Kent,  one,  81b.,  Rocky  Pool. 
Jan.  31,  Mr.  Geen,  one,  161b.,  Rocky  Pool;  one, 
161b.,  Lime  Kiln. 

Feb.  1,  Mr.  Geen,  one,  141b.,  Cairn  Pool.  Feb.  2, 
one,  16|lb.,  Poul  Lonie.  Feb.  4,  three,  21  lb.,  181b., 
141b.,  Fanny's  Pool.  Feb.  6,  Mr.  Robert  Moir,  one) 
161b.,  Poul  Lonie.  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  two, 
181b.  and  181b.,  Poul  Lonie.  Feb.  10,  one,  161b., 
Broom  Pool;  two,  lo.Ub.  and  151b.,  Cairn  Pool ;  Mr.' 
H.  J.  Wright,  one,  2'Uib.,  Rocky  Pool.  Feb.  11, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  17J10.,  Peter's  Pool.  Feb.  13^ 
Mr.  James  Arnott,  two,  271b.  and  181b.,  Poul  Lonie. 
Feb.  17,  Dr.  Tooth.  London,  one,  201b.,  Cairn  Pool  • 
Mr.  Holzephel,  Newcastle,  one,  181b.,  Minister's 
Pool.  Feb.  18,  one,  24Jlb.,  Broom  Pool.  Feb.  24, 
Mr.  McNaughton,  Rannoch,  one,  22Ib.,  Falls! 
Feb.  25,  Mr.  George  Gow,  Rannoch,  one,  181b., 
Peter' .s  Pool.  Feb.  28,  Major  Haynes,  Birnham, 
one,  191b.,  Falls. 

March  3,  Mr.  R.  Stewart,  Fortingall,  one,  261b., 
Poul  Lonie.  March  6,  three,  181b.,  161b.,  141b., 
Yellow  Stone.  March  7,  one,  181b.,  Cairn  Pool ; 
one,  141b.,  Yellow  Stone.  March  8,  Mr.  W.  S.  Millar, 
Glasgow,  one,  161b.,  Cairn  Pool ;  Mr.  Juhn  Gardiner, 
Ayr,  one,  161b.,  Broom  Pool.  March  9,  Mr.  Ernest 
Walker,  Bolton,  one,  17|lb.,  Poul  Lonie.  March  10, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  one,"  lojlb.,  David's  Pool;  Mr. 
Ernest  Walker,  one,  191b.;  Mr.  J.  Gardiner,  one, 
17^]b.,  Poul  Lonie.  March  13,  Mr.  D.  K.  Tullis, 
Glisgow,  one,  181b..  Poul  Lonie.  March  14,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  two,  221b.  and  171b.,  Broom  Pool,  Glen 
Lyon;  Mr.  J.  C.  Pipe,  Ipswich,  one,  14lb.,  Poul 
Lonie.  March  16,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  201b., 
Drumcharry  Pool ;  one,  191b.,  Rocky  Pool;  Colonel 
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Groves,  Edinburgh,  one,  141b.,  Poul  Lonie.  March  22, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  loilb.,  Poul  Lonie.  March  23, 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  171b.,  Rocky  Pool;  Colonel 
Hughes,  one,  161b.,  Cairn  Pool.  March  25,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  two,  18ilb.  and  ITIb.,  Poul  Lonie. 
March  .27,  one,  15|lb.,  Yellow  Stone.  March  28. 
Major  Macbean,  one,  231b.,  Poul  Lonie. 


A  FKANK  BUCKLAND  FISH  STOEY. 


Is  this  fish  story,"  asks  "  D.,"  in  the  Liverpool 
Post,  "new  to  you?  It  was  told  by  the  late 
Frank  Buckland.  At  a  certain  fishing  club  on  the 
Thames,  which  met  once  a  week,  and  dined 
together  iu  the  evening,  it  waa  the  custom  for  the 
member  who  had  caught  the  heaviest  fish  during 
the  day  to  take  the  chair  at  the  dinner.  One  day 
Jones,  a  popular  man,  was  found  to  have  landed 
the  weightiest  victim— a  barbel — and  accordingly 
presided  amidst  much  applause.  A  day  or  two  later 
one  of  the  members  met  Buckland,  and  said,  '  Do 
you  know  that  a  curious  thing  was  discovered  about 
that  barbel  which  Jones  caught ;  it  had  swallowed 
a  little  pike,  which  was  found  inside  it.'  'I  don't 
believe  it,'  replied  Buckland ;  '  the  conformation 
of  a  barbel  makes  such  a  thing  impossible ;  it 
could  not  swallow  a  pike.'  '  You  may  theorise  as 
much  as  you  like,'  angrily  exclaimed  his  informant, 
'  but  you  really  must  allow  me  the  evidence  of  my 
own  senses.  I  saw  the  jack  taken  out  of  the  barbel 
with  my  own  eyes.'  At  this  moment  up  came 
Jones  himself,  and  inquired  what  the  seemingly 
angry  discussion  was  about.  When  he  was  told,  he 
laughed,  and  said,  '  Don'  fc  quarrel,  you  fellows ; 
you  are  both  of  you  quite  right,  of  course.  The 
fact  is  that  I  was  so  afraid  that  somebody  might 
catch  a  heavier  fish  than  I,  that  I  poked  the  little 
jack  down  the  barbel's  throat  with  my  fishing-rod, 
in  order  to  make  him  weigh  more  ! '  " 

[I  do  not  remember  it  as  a  Buckland  story. — 
R.  B.  M.] 


MONSTEB  lEISH  PIKE. 


Major  A.  E.  Mainwaeing,  writing  to  the  Field 
about  monster  Irish  pike,  says  : — 

"  The  authentic  capture  of  a  40lb.  pike  has  been 
looked  forward  to  by  pike  fishermen  for  some  time 
past  as  the  aim  and  object  of  their  ambition.  A 
friend  of  mine,  the  walls  of  whose  hall  are  lined 
with  cases  containing  many  a  noble  pike  and  great 
lake  trout,  has  one  of  37lb.,  captured  in  Lough 
Mask,  a  splendidly-made  and  well-mounted  speci- 
men. In  another  case  he  has  two  trout  of  IO|lb. 
and  161b.,  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  take 
at  the  same  time  when  trolling  with  two  rods,  also 
in  Mask.  This  gentleman  informed  me  that  be 
had  on  more  than  one  occasion  had  hold  of  a  pike 
in  the  same  water,  the  marks  of  whose  teeth  on  his 
bait  measured  Sin.  across,  and  tl^at  he  was  satisfied 
in  consequence  that  the  40-pounder  was  to  be 
caught.  Then  last  year  a  38lb.  pike  came  from 
Lough  Mask.  This  fish  I  have,  also  seen  since  it 
was  mounted. 

"  Shortly  after  this  I  read  in  the  Irish  Times  that 
two  pike  had  been  killed  in  Lough  Corrib  weighing 
421b.  and  481b.  Here  at  all  events  was  a  monster 
with  a  vengeance,  and  I  eagerly  awaited  develop- 
ments. On  hearing  that  the  heads  of  these  fish 
were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Milne,  the  manager  of 
the  Galway  Fishery,  whom  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  for  some  time,  and  who  may  be 
accepted  as  a  reliable  authority  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  fishing,  I  wrote  to  him  and  received 
the  following  reply : 

"  '  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  weight  of  the 
481b.  pike.  It  was  caught  by  Edward  McDonagh, 
of  Portaragh,  near  Moycullen,  with  a  gaff  in  one  of 
the  inlets  of  Lough  Gorrib.  It  was  a  female  and 
nearly  spent ;  had  it  been  caught  before  it  spawned 
it  would  have  been  nearer  601b.  than  481b.    I  have 

the  head  in  my  possession  The  48-pounder 

was  weighed  by  John  MacDonagh  with  scales 
borrowed  from  a  shop,  and  witnessed  by  John 
Melia  and  others.  I  know  the  man  who  caught  it 
intimately,  and  he  says  :  "  Ah  !  sure,  it  is  nothing 
to  the  one  that  is  there  yet ;  he  has  a  head  as  big 
as  a  basket  acd  a  body  as  long  as  my  boat."  I 
herewith  enclose  dimensions.' 

"On  my  writing  again  to  Mr.  Milne,  he  has 
answered  by  sending  me  the  heads  of  both  fish. 
They  are,  unfortunately,  not  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  but  I  am  sending  the  big  head  to 


Mr.  Williams,  the  Dublin  naturalist,  in  case  it  is 
possible  to  set  it  up,  and  asking  him  how  it  com- 
pares with  the  many  large  pike  that  have  passed 
through  his  hands.  The  following  measurements 
of  the  two  heads  were  made  by  me  in  the  presence 
of  another  ofiicer.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
may  be  interested  in  them  : 

•'  From  angle  of  mouth,  round  bone,  to  centre  of 
jaw  (a)  6^in..  (b)  7|in. ;  from  angle  to  angle  of  jaw, 
over  head  (a)  7|in.,  (b)  8iin. ;  from  re-entering 
angle  in  top  of  head  bone  to  point  of  jaw  (a)  8iin., 
lb)  9|in.  ;  from  gill  cover  to  point  of  jaw  round 
bone  (a)  llfin.,  (b)  13in. ;  from  inside  edge  of  eye 
to  inside  edge  of  eye  (a)  2|in.,  (b)  2^-in. ;  breadth 
of  jaw  from  angle  to  angle  of  mouth,  clear  inside 
measurement  (a)  5\in.,  {b)  7 Jin. 

"  That  is,  I  regret  to  say,  all  the  information  I 
can  obtain.  The  teeth  of  the  48-pounder  are  very 
large,  of  course,  but  old,  yellow,  and  decayed.- 
Perhaps  someone  may  catch  the  one  that  is  '  there 
yet.'  A  lively  grilse  would  probably  be  as  good  a 
bait  as  anything  else.'i 


HAS  NEITHEE  HAND,  YET 
SHOOTS  WELL  IN  THE  FIELD. 


[The  following  account  of  a  minister  who  shoots 
well  vsdthout  hands  reminds  me  of  one  or  two 
anglers  who  were  good  anglers  although  quite 
blind.'  It  does  one  good  to  read  of  such  "  grit,"  as 
our  American  friends  call  it. — R.  B.  M.] 

Beyond  any  question  the  most  striking  sports- 
man in  North  Carolina  is  Rev.  Dr.  R.  T.  Vann, 
who  is  the  president  of  the  Baptist  University  for 
Women  at  Raleigh.  When  he  was  under  ten  years 
of  age,  writes  Fred.  A.  Olds,  he  lost  both  hands 
in  one  of  the  wooden  mills  which  was  used  in 
squeezing  the  juice  from  the  sorghum  cane.  He 
was  feeding  cane  into  the  mill,  when  one  hand  was 
caught  between  the  rollers,  and  in  his  agony  he 
reached  out  with  the  other  hand,  this  also  being 
caught.  He  was  a  wonderfully  smart  boy,  and  his 
bravery  and  his  determination  to  make  a  man  of 
himself  brought  to  him  the  most]  generous  sympathy 
and  aid.  He  made  his  way  through  school  and 
then  through  Wake  Forest  College,  where  he 
graduated  with  very  high  honours. 

He  had  from  his  boyhood  a  great  love  for  field 
sports,  and  determined  to  enjoy  shooting  in  spite  of 
the  loss  of  his  hands  and  a  part  of  each  arm,  one 
of  which  was  cut  ofE  several  inches  above  the 
elbow,  while  the  other  was  cut  off  two  inches  below 
the  elbow.  His  ingenuity  came  to  his  aid,  and  he 
rigged  up  an  ordinary  double-barrelled  shot-gun  in 
such  a  way  that  he  became,  if  not  an  expert  shot, 
one  who  could  count  upon  getting  an  average  of 
one  quail  for  every  three  shots,  which  is  ly  no 
means  bad.  The  way  he  rigged  his  gun  was  by 
fixing  a  strap  around  his  neck  in  such  a  way  that 
he  could  sling  the  gun  and  steady  the  breech 
against  his  shoulder.  To  each  trigger  he  attached 
a  leather  strap,  at  the  ends  of  these  straps  being  a 
little  button  of  wood.  When  hunting  birds,  as 
soon  as  the  dogs  make  a  point,  he  arranges  his  gun, 
with  a  remarkable  quickness,  and  then  cocks  the 
piece  with  the  stump  of  the  right  arm.  The  leather 
straps  lay  handy  to  his  mouth,  and  on  the  rise  of 
the  birds  he  never  fails  to  get  in  his  work  on  them 
with  both  barrels,  firing  with  great  quickness. 

Dr.  Vann  has  never  lost  his  love  for  shooting, 
and  this  winter  killed  three  turkeys  one  morning. 
He  was  in  a  "blind,"  and  showed  his  skill  as  a 
shot  by  waiting  until  the  turkeys  crossed,  when  he 
fired  and  brought  down  two,  knocking  over  the 
third  as  it  was  in  the  act  of  springing  from  the 
ground  to  fly,  these  birds  having  to  make  a  little 
run  before  rising.  Rev.  Dr.  Vann  has  shot  in 
many  parts  of  North  Carolina,  sometimes  with 
prominent  sportsmen,  and  everyone  with  whom  he 
has  been  in  the  field  admires  his  shooting,  and  also 
his  fine  instincts  as  a  sportsman.  He  is  the 
president  of  one  of  the  largest  institutions  in  that 
State,  and  is  always  a  very  busy  man,  yet  he  finds 
time  to  get  out  in  the  field  several  times  each 
season.  His  chief  delight  is  quail  shooting.  He 
uses  an  ordinary  gun,  and  not  one  built  for  him, 
and  keeps  it  always  rigged  ready  for  use.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  picture  of  him  in 
the  hunting  field,  but  so  far  this  has  not  been 
accomplished.  A  photograph  of  him  while  shooting 
in  the  field  would  really  be  worth  preserving,  to 
show  what  a  practically  armless  man  can  do  with 
the  gun, — American  Field. 


A  BLIND  FISHEEMAN. 

A  YELLOW  trout,  weighing  4Jlb.,  was  caught  in 
the  Tweed,  at  St.  Boswell  s,  Roxburghshire,  on 
Monday,  by  Mr.  William  Ranken,  draper  there, 
and  caught  by  the  minnow.  Mr.  Ranken,  although 
he  has  the  misfortune  to  be  stone  blind,  landed  it 
without  assistance.  He  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful anglers  on  this  part  of  the  Tweed,  and  prosecutes 
his  sport  with  no  other  attendant  than  a  dog. — 
Berwick  Warder,  September  2.3,  1864. 


REPORTS  FROM  RI7ERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tiames.— Genebal  Remarks.— Sport  cn  the 
river  during  the  week  has  beea  very  black  again. 
Two  or  three  stjbII  trout  up  to  211b.  and  Sib.  have 
been  caught,  but  I  have  heard  of  nothing  larger 
being  had.  Roach  have  now  begun  to  spawn.  A 
pike  of  201b.  was  picked  up  at  Sonning  last  week 
with  a  cut  in  its  side,  as  if  done  witli  a  launch 
propeller.  I  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  old 
"Jobey"  Bram,  who  was  a  splendii  Thames  pro- 
fessional at  Richmond.  His  age  was  sixty  seven. 
I  remember  how  plea=e'l  he  was  to  see  me  land  a 
91b.  barbel  at  Richmond  some  years  ago.  He  said, 
"  I'm  just  as  pleased  as  if  I'd  caught  it  myself." 
He  went  away  for  a  few  minutes,  and  brought  back 
a  bottle  of  whiskey,  which  many  had  a  taste  of 
"just  for  luck." — K.  H.  AMPHLEir. 

Thames  (Henley). — Several  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  past  week,  and  one  or  two  trout  have 
been  caught.  Mr.  Escombe  has  taken  one,  which 
was  under  the  size  limit,  while  fishing  with  G.  Arlett. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken  one  of  41b.  4oz.  and 
another  just  under  31b.  while  fishing  with  R.  Young 
at  Medenham,  the  latter  fish  being  returned  to  the 
river  again  to  grow  larger  ;  while  another  angler 
has  caught  another  of  the  recently  turned  down 
trout,  with  silver  tablet  attached,  in  the  Henley 
reach. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood).— This  river  is  now  very  low 
and  water  very  clear,  and  I  am  afraid  there  will 
not  be  much  sport  until  we  get  some  freshwater. 
Mr.  Campbell  got  a  fish  of  23ilb.  on  May  4  on  the 
Ringwood  water,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  one  of 
161b.  on  the  Bisterne  water.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloncestershire). — The  weeds 
having  been  cut  and  cleared  leaves  the  river  in 
perfect  fishing  order.  The  Alders  are  showing  out, 
and  an  occasional  May  Fly  has  been  seen.  There  is 
every  appearance  of  an  earlier  May  Fly  this  year.— 
Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — Trout  fishmg  has  not  been 
good  during  the  past  week,  the  bright,  clear  days 
and  the  very  cold  nights  being  against  making 
even  an  ordinary  basket.  One  or  two  good  trout 
were  taken  in  the  Camel,  the  heaviest  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Oliver,  weighing  1  Jib  Fair  baskets  have  been  made 
on  the  Innev  and  Upper  Tamar.  Peal  have  begun 
to  use  the  Tavy  and  Fowey.  In  the  latter  river, 
however,  they  will  not  run  to  any  extent  until  June. 
None  have  yet  been  taken  in  the  Camel.  The 
waters  are  high  and  clear. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). —Not  a  great 
many  anglers  have  been  on  the  water  duimg  the 
past  week.  It  has  been  in  fair  condition,  but  very 
fine  owing  to  the  frosty  nights.  The  fish  are  not 
taking  at  all  well  owmg  to  a  lot  of  caddis  grub  m 
the  water.  SmaU  baskets  have  been  obtained 
by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  M.  Revell,  H.  Full,  and 
Green,  of  Paignton.  The  restockmg  of  the 
West  Dart,  towards  which  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators recently  voted  £15,  is  now  taking  a 
practical  turn,  and  a  subscription  of  £10  has  been 
promised  by  Mr.  Alfred  Densham,  of  Bouton  Hall, 
together  with  a  five-pound  note  by  Mr.  Sydney 
Adams.  About  1800  fish  have  been  ordered,  and 
will  shortly  be  placed  in  the  stream.  Further 
subscriptions  are  solicited  towards  this  object,  and 
considering  the  large  number  of  rods  who  now  fish 
the  Upper  Dart,  the  restocking  should  be  most 
welcome.- Devonian.  ^    ,     3s  rru 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). —There 
have  been  one  or  two  genial  days  on  which  there 
has  been  a  hatch  out  of  fly,  and  fair  baskets  of  trout 
were  then  obtained,  though  on  the  lake  sport  at  no 
time  was  abundant.  The  rivers  are  m  nice  order, 
and  the  event  of  the  week  was  the  capture  by  Mr. 
Tom  Johnston,  on  the  Angling  Association  water  at 
Broughton,  of  a  fresh  run  sea-trout.  Ulb.  This  is 
the  earliest  date  for  a  great  many  years  on  which  a 
sea-trout  has  been  got  either  by  rod  or  in  the  nets 
or  coops. — Black  Tom.  .      ^  ^. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rain  of  the  past 
week  raised  the  Lew,  Okement,  and  Torndge. 
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but  the  cold  winds  were  not  at  all  favourable. 
Mr.  Morley  Isnded  a  lOJb.  fish,  whilst  some  good 
tro\it  liave  been  taken  in  the  Lew.  Very  few  fisher- 
men have  ventured  on  the  Carey,  whilst  in  the  Exe, 
Culm,  Creedy,  and  Yeo  fish  are  rising  more  freely. 
Some  fine  salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  Teign,  one 
scaling  27ilb. — DEVOisriAN. 

Dovey. — River  high  and  coloured,  but  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
A  good  salmon  was  also  hooked,  but  lost. — A.  W.  W. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  change  of 
weather  ha^  improved  angling  prospects  generally, 
with  the  result  that  some  sulmon  have  been  cauglit 
in  the  Exe  at  Cowlpy,  Stoke  Canon,  Bramplord 
Speke,  and  above,  while  some  fair  creels  of  trout 
have  also  been  taken  with  the  Red  Palmer,  Blue 
Upriglit,  Duns,  and  Gladstone.  The  sea-flshing  has 
much  improved  at  Exmouth  and  in  the  district  and 
at  Teignmouth  some  fine  catclies  of  pollack,  from 
^Ib.  to  21b.  each,  have  been  made  off  the  pier  there. 
The  last  two  days  mullet  have  been  very  plentiful 
in  the  Exmouth  Dock.  Pollack  are  in  now,  also  a 
few  bass,  and  one  of  9ilb.  was  caught  on  line  by  one 
of  the  local  fishermen.  Tickets — 5s.  the  year,  or 
Is.  6d.  per  month — are  issued  at  the  Devon  Steam- 
ship Dock  Office,  which  includes  all  fishing  on  and 
around  the  pier,  dock  entrance,  and  harbour. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather 
for  the  last  week  has  been  veiy  good,  although  it  is 
still  a  tiifle  cold.  Bright  days  with  plenty  of  sun- 
shine have  been  the  rule.  Baskets,  however,  have 
been  small,  and  below  the  average.  For  some  reason 
the  fish  will  not  be  tempted  either  by  fly  or  minnow. 
On  May  3,  Mr.  Lythell  killed  four,  Capt  Garnett, 
three,  Messrs.  Everett,  Jones,  and  Chesshire,  two 
each.  On  May  4,  Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones  killed 
sixteen,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  seven,  Capt.  Garnett, 
six,  Mr.  Ches-hire,  five,  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  thiee, 
and  the  Mai  quis  of  Douro,  two.  On  May  5,  Mr.  R.' 
L.  Garnett  killed  six,  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  five,  Mr. 
Everett,  four,  and  Mr.  Ritson,  two.  May  6  was  too 
bpght  and  calm,  and  as  a  lesult  all  the  baskets  were 
small.  On  May  8,  Mr.  Lythell  killed  seven,  Capt. 
Garnett,  five,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four,  Mr.  Hayne, 
three,  and  Mr.  Chesshire,  four ;  Mr.  W.  Senior  killed 
eight  river  fish,  and  Mr.  Moore,  four.  On  May  9, 
Capt.  Garnett  had  seven,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four^ 
Mr.  Hayne,  five,  Mr.  Everett,  four,  and  Mr.  w! 
Senior,  two. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Improved  sport  with 
trout  is  reported  consequent  upon  the  warmer 
weather,  some  nice  fish  havmg  been  taken  in  both 
the  main  stream  and  its  tributaries.  A  beautiful 
trout,  scaUng  4lb.  lOoz.,  was  captured  on  Tuesday 
by  Mr.  H.  Hammond,  near  Ware  Town  Bridge,  and 
other  trout  have  been  taken  in  these  waters.  The 
Hertfoid  di  trict  of  the  Lea  has  also  furnished 
trout  up  to  21b.  Pike,  as  usual,  aie  proving  trouble- 
some to  trout-fishers.  Trout  up  to  2Ub.  have  been 
secured  fiom  the  Beane,  a  number  of 'fish  being  had 
in  the  Hertford  Angling  Club's  waters.  The  rivers 
are  in  very  fair  order,  but  could  do  with  refreshing 
rains. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Lusrg  and  Anow  (Leomfnatar). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
also  has  taken  up,  and  more  natural  flies  have  been 
on  the  water,  and  the  trout  have  been  rising  fairly 
well  in  both  streams. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— At  time  of  report- 
ing (May  10)  the  weather  is  perfect  for  fly  fishing- 
mild  south  wind  and  warm  sunshine.  The  river  is 
clear,  but  at  a  nice  level  for  the  dry-fly  fisher. 
May  9  was  a  similar  day,  and  there  was  a  rise  of 
Olive  Duns  in  pat  ts  of  the  river  and  some  good  fish 
moved.  The  time  of  the  take  was  between  12  and 
2  p.m.,  and  several  brace  of  capital  trout  were  taken 
on  the  Rolle  water  as  well  as  on  parts  higher  up 
the  river.  If  this  weather  continues  for  a  lew  days 
longer  an  evenins:  rise  between  6  and  8  p.m.  may 
be  looked  for. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  better 
this  week.  The  rivers  have  fined  down,  and  the 
sunshine  has  brought  out  the  flies,  which  have  been 
con-picuous  by  their  absence  up  to  the  present.  I 
saw  a  decent  take  of  trout  on  Tuesday,  all  the  fish 
being  considerably  over  |lb.  These  were  caught  on 
the  iavy.  Peal  are  still  running  up,  but  not  iu  great 
numbers.  A  few  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
— William  Heaedeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  during 
the  past  week  has  been  most  seasonable,  and 
appears  likely  to  continue  so  for  the  present,  and 
all  these  rivers  are  in  very  good  condition,  yet  sport 
has  been  very  indiffei  ent.  The  reason  for  this  state 
of  aifairs  is  attributed  by  expeiienced  anglers  to  the 
fact  that  the  wind  keeps  steadfastly  in  the  north- 
west, and  although  the  sun  is  very  powerful  all 
through  the  day  the  chilling  wind  keeps  the  flies 
from  the  water,  and  very  few  are  to  be  seen  about, 
and  tlie  trout  aie  very  chary  at  rising,  and  fears  are 
expressed  that  until  the  wind  shifts  into  a  more 


genial  quarter  small  takes  of  trout  will  be  the  rule 
on  these  streams. — Vyrnwy. 
Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  of  the  week  has  been  ideal  May  weather, 
although  in  the  eaily  morning  white  frost  has  been 
experienced,  and  a  cold  north-easterly  wind  was 
prevalent.  Trouting  has  somewhat  improved,  as 
from  the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  in  the  Fletching 
district  I  hear  of  from  four  to  six  brace  of  trout  up 
to  14oz.  being  taken,  principally  with  worm,  but 
perch  are  far  too  numerous  to  give  the  trout  a 
chance  of  increasing.  From  the  West  Sussex  dis- 
trict two  rods,  on  May  8,  captured  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish,  all  over  21b.  ;  several  smaller  were 
returned  to  the  water.  Here  we  have  no  rise  of 
May  Fly.  Minnow  accounts  for  the  greater  portion 
of  the  fish  at  this  period.  The  harbour  fishermen 
have  had  good  sport.  Smelt  are  up  in  quantities, 
and  from  six  to  eight  dozen  have  been  taken  per  rod 
each  tide.  A  few  small  bass,  flatfish,  and  eels  are 
notified  from  the  lower  water. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — Water  in  grand  order,  and 
wind  in  S.W.  Sport  has  been  good  for  some  days. 
Plenty  of  salmon  up  after  the  last  spate  and  taking 
well.  Four  salmon  have  been  caught,  one  of  191b. 
in  Church  Pool,  one  of  161b.  in  Stonewall  Pool,  one 
of  14|lb.  by  the  bridge,  and  one  of  9ilb.  in  Maowith 
Pool,  this  latter  one  on  a  trout  rod'while  minnow 
fisliing.  Also  a  sewin  of  41b.  in  Gee's  Pool.  Some 
good  trout  also  caught  with  the  minnow,  but  they 
fiave  risen  badly  to  the  fly.  The  local  anglers  have 
had  some  splendid  baskets  up  to  121b.,  single  fish 
1  lib.— Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  capital  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  fish  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm 
has  been  good.  On  May  6  Mr.  Williams  landed 
three  nice  trout,  scalingnearly  21b.  the  lot.  Fishing 
above  the  dam  on  Tuesday  some  fair-sized  trout 
were  landed  with  Blue  Dun  and  Iron  Blue.  The 
prospects  for  sport  are  decidedly  improved. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is 
running  in  better  order  for  fishing,  and  angling 
has  been  more  brisk  this  week.  One  or  two  nice 
trout  have  been  landed.  With  fine  weather  there 
is  a  prospect  of  good  sport  in  this  part. — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  ITeig'hbouring' 
Rivers. — Thanks  to  the  recent  heavy  rains  which 
have  cleansed  our  rivers  and  burns,  and  left  them 
in  thoroughly  good  order  for  fishing.  The  North 
Tyne,  a  good  fly  water  running,  some  heavy  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  killed  with  Maich  Brown, 
Greenwell's  Glory  (Murton's  pattern).  Blue  Dun, 
Spider  and  Red  Spinner.  A  week  agD  five  fresh 
Salmon  (Salmo  aalar)  on  the  Chester's  water ;  they 
were  in  s[)lendid  condition.  The  Coquet  is  in 
splendid  order  for  fly  fishing  in  the  higher  reaches, 
good  baskets  having  been  killed  with  minnow  and 
fly.  In  the  Felton  district  sport  has  not  been  so 
good.  Lower  down  on  the  Waikworth  water  some 
decent  catches  of  trout  have  been  taken,  one  basket 
of  thirteen  by  a  Newcastle  gentleman.  During 
the  past  few  weeks  sevdral  clean-run  fish  have  been 
killed  on  this  water  with  both  fly  and  minnow. 
The  Derwent  is  fishing  well.  I  heard  of  one  basket 
of  thirty  trout ;  unfortunately  in  this  river  trout 
are  small.  The  Wansbeck  is  also  fishing  well. 
Some  fine  baskets  are  reported  to  us  from  private 
waters. — HE>fRY  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — The  water  has  been  and 
is  likely  to  be  in  very  good  order  for  salmon  and 
trout  fishing,  and  in  both  very  good  baskets  have 
been  caught  lately.  The  taking  flies  are  Ginger 
Quill,  Apple  Green,  Blue  (Light  and  Dark)  Natural 
Duns. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
are  now  in  very  good  order  for  fly-fishing,  but 
during  the  last  week  the  trout  have  not  been  rising 
to  the  fly  so  well  as  one  would  expect ;  they  are 
feeding  more  on  the  bottom.  During  the  week 
baskets  of  41b.  to  61b.  have  been  caught.  In  the  last 
week,  I  think,  Mr.  H.  Evans  has  been  most 
successful  here,  he  caught  about  261b.,  chiefly  with 
the  worm  and  minnow. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  has  again  settled  down 
in  excellent  condition,  but  the  bright  weather  has 
been  rather  against  the  success  of  tlie  salmon 
angler,  although  during  the  last  week  a  number 
olj  fish  have  been  killed.  Mr.  Sword  had  rather 
an  unfortunate  experience  in  Railyderry  on 
Friday,  May  5.  He  got  the  water  above  his  waders, 
which  quickly  filled,  and  he  had  some  difficulty 
in  getting  ashore.  He  had  to  release  his  fishing- 
rod,  wfiica  was  subsequently  recovered  by  his 
gdlie.  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Curtis  have 
each  lost  fish,  after  playing  them  for  some  time ;  in 
fact  the  former  was  just  about  to  gaff  his.  The 
following  are  ithe  kills  reported :  —  Wednesday, 
May  3,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  a  sewin,  4^1b.,  in  Twin  Bica ; 
Major  Trevor,  two,  r21b.  and  171b.,  one  in  the 
Whibbs,  and  one  in  Trootrey  Pound.  Thursday, 


May  4,  Mr.  Pride,  one,  201b.,  in  the  Road  Pool; 
Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one.  121b.,  in  the  Middle  Pandy. 
Friday,  May  5,  Capt.  Phillips,  three  (before  10  a.m. ) ; 
Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  one;  Col.  Morris,  one;  Sir  John 
Morris,  one;  Dr.  Hackett,  one,  181b.,  in  the  Withy 
Bed ;  Mr.  Fdmund  King,  one,  in  the  Whibbs. 
Saturday,  May  6,  Dr.  Hackett,  one,  121b.,  in 
Prioress  Flat;  Mr.  Sweet  Fscott,  one  ;  Mr.  Pvoman, 
one  ;  Capt.  Phillips,  one  ;  Major  Trevor,  one,'  in  the 
Whibbs.  Monday,  May  8,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  iWo  91b. 
and  101b.,  in  Prioress;  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley, 
two,  121b.  and  141b.,  in  theLlan;  Mr.  Beck,  one, 
11  lb.,  in  the  Forge  :  Dr.  Hackett,  one,  11  lb.,  in  the 
Prioress  ;  Major  Trevor,  two,  121b.  and  21  lb.  Tues- 
day, May  9,  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  221b..  in  the  Road 
Pool;  Sir  John  Morris,  one;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins, 
two,  21  lb.  and  22lb.— T  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  waters 
are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  Wye  and 
higher  portions  of  the  Derwent  have  been  fairly 
well  patronised,  but  no  very  heavy  baskets  have 
been  caught,  two  to  four  brace  being  the  best  I 
have  heard  of,  even  from  the  well-stocked  waters  of 
the  Wye,  and  alsD  Chatswoith  and  Hathersage 
portions  of  the  Derwent.  The  Darley  Dale  Club's 
water,  too,  has  had  a  few  anglers  on.  but  I  only  hear 
of  a  brace  or  two  being  taken,  as  the  streams  are 
too  heavy  for  successful  fly  fishing.  The  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  portion  of  the 
Derwent  has  afforded  a  few  trout,  mostly  by  bottom 
fishing  and  spinning  the  minnow  in  those  parts 
where  this  mode  of  fishing  is  allowed.  The  streams 
below  Cromford  are  too  heavy  for  the  fiy  except 
close  in  at  the  side.  The  prospect  is  good  as  the 
weather  is  very  favourable,  and  the  rivers  getting 
in  better  condition  every  day.  Useful  flies :  Yellow 
and  Olive  Duns,  Little  May  Dun.  Oak  Fly,  Yellow 
Sally,  and  Mulberry  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  and  their 
tributary  streams  are  running  in  good  volume,  but 
clear.  Some  very  fair  trout  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly  during  the  past  few  day.s,  although  there  is 
yet  a  scarcity  of  the  natural  insects  on  the  water. 
The  March  Brown  is  on,  but  not  in  any  quantity ; 
and  it  seems  ti  be  the  favourite  fly  at  present. 
Sport  in  the  Yore  has  been  fairly  good,  and  the 
trout  have  run  to  a  very  fair  size,  and  some  good 
fish  have  been  caught  since  the  opening  of  the 
season.  I  have  had  several  over  1  lb  ,  and  Mr.  BIy the, 
of  Hawes,  caught  one  the  other  day  in  the  association 
waters  there  weighing  1  lb.  lOoz.  I  was  out 
yesterday  on  the  Danby  length  and  had  very  fair 
sport  for  an  hour  or  so ;  in  my  three  brace  of  fine 
trout,  I  had  one  scaling  lib.  2oz.  Lower  down  in 
the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  some 
very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly.  I  hear  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  Swale  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond, 
Easby,  and  Catteriok  Bridge.  Sport  on  this  par- 
tiuular  river  has  not  been  very  good.  The  Bedale 
Beck  has  been  visited  by  a  fair  number  of 
anglers ;  on  this  particular  stream  good  sport 
has  not  ruled  up  to  now.  The  Wharfe  has  also  been 
running  in  good  volume,  and  sport  has  been  fairly 
good  at  Kilnsea,  Grassington,  Burnsall,  Bolton 
Woods,  and  Ilkley.  Some  very  heavy  baskets  have 
been  made  at  the  first-named  place  with  the  fly, 
baskets  ranging  from  six  to  twelve  brace  have  been 
got  almost  daily.  Very  little  has  been  done  in  the 
lower  reaches  at  Poole,  Harthington,  and  Colling- 
ham  Bridge.  Some  good  baskets  of  fish  have  been 
caught  on  the  Aire  with  the  fly,  on  the  upper 
reaches  down  to  Gargrave.  Things  '  have  ruled 
quiet  on  the  Nidd.  The  Rye,  Derwent,  and 
Piakering  Beck  have  all  besn  running  in  good 
Volume,  but  sport  has  not  been  good  on  these 
particular  streams.  At  the  time  of  sending  this 
report  the  weather  is  very  genial,  and  the  sunshine 
is  brilliant  most  of  the  day,  and  with  a  continuance 
of  the  same  anglers  can  now  look  forward  towards 
fishing  the  creeper  with  success,  which  should  now 
be  in  fuU  swing.  The  best  flies  are  yellow  legged 
Bloa,  Dark  Watchet,  Yellow  Partridge,  with  or 
without  tinsel,  and  Snipe  Bl.ia. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  May  2, 
Mr.  D.  Fraser  had  a  salmon  of  121b.  On  May  6,  Mr. 
J.  Stewart,  Glasgow^  one,  141b.  On  May  8,  Mr.  J. 
Stewart,  one,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  F.  Stewart;,  one,  141b. ; 
and  Mr.  Macdonald,  one,  14lb.  Prospects  very 
good. — D.  Macdonald. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — Fishing  the  home  reaches 
of  the  Castle  waters  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  G. 
S.  Gibbons,  from  his  headquarters  at  the  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel,  had  almost  record  sport.  Starting  on 
May  1,  he  landed  six  beautiful  salmon  of  2ulb., 
121b.,  r21b.,  lOAlb.,  9|lb.,  and  61b.  On  May  2  he 
again  had  six  fish  of  r21b.,  11  lb.,  lOHb.,  two  of  91b. 
each,  and  one  of  81b.  On  May  3  five  salmon  were 
brought  to  creel,  turning  the  scales  at  lljlb.,  lOilb.. 
two  of  91b.  each,  and  one  of  8|lb.    On  May  4  two 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  eveiy  descriptioD  of  Fishing  TacMe  suitable  for  aU  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN  GOLD  AND  OTHBB  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  rnarket.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  Id 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 
•    1?"         '^"'^^  '•  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
IS  about  the  best  salmon  hue— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is 
perfect.    Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.    When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.  ,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  1  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 
^  J  A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
naa  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 


OGDEN 


SCOTFO 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Exhibitors,  Patentees,  and  Manufacturers  of  Hig:h= 
class  Fishing  Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle. 

SEE  OUR  SPECIALITIES  AT  THE  NAVAL,  SHIPPING,  ANdIiSHERIES  EXHIBITION,  EARL'S  COURT. 

px.^cz:    Yoxjis.    oi^Mji^ss    with    the    actcjax.  ivtakers. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  A  LEADING  FEATURE. 


Belfast, 
Feb.  3rd,  1904. 

Sirs, 

Please  send  me  one  of  your  Multum-in-Parvo 
Trout  Eods,  same  as  supplied  to  Mr.  B.  on  -Jan.  12fch 

T.  B. ' 


Dwrbach,  R.S.O.,  Pembrokeshire, 

March,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  14  doz.  Trout  Flies  duly  to  hand,  they  are 
quite  satisfactory.  I  have  not  yet  tried  the  Casts,  but 
they  look  good.  Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  G.  ■ 


T  E  S  T I M  O  N  I A  ]L,  S . 

_^  Cardiff, 
Dear  Sirs,  Jan.  26th,  1904. 

I  enclose  cheque  for  Built  Cane  Trout  Rod,  which 
suits  me  exactly.    J.  T  V 

Queen  Victoria  Street,  London, 
Dear  Sirs,  August  17th,  1903. 

I  am  sending  the  Rod  I  bought  from  you  in  1891 
or  1892  which  has  at  last  come  to  grief,  after  bein^  used 
every  evening  (nearly)  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn— 
5  months  during  that  time.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
if  you  can  build  me  a  precisely  similar  Rod  for  the 
same  price.    A  better  Rod  I  never  handled. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  R.  A. 


Nightingale  Road,  Southsoa, 

March  28th,  1904. 
I  find  your  14  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  excellent,  and  have 
caught  many  salmon  with  it ;  so  also  has  my  friend 
Mr.  W.  H.  C.  Yours  truly, 

C.  S.  C. 

Jan.  Sth,  1903. 

Gentlemen, 

I  enclose  cheque  with  much  pleasure,  in  payment 
of  your  account.  I  had  several  evenings'  nice  fishing 
last  August  with  the  Sedges  you  tied  for  me— three 
beauties,  2  lb.  7  oz.,  21b.  11  oz.,  and  3  lb.  4  oz. 

Yours  faithfully, 
H.  S.  B. 

[3] 
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nice  fish  of  lOJlb.  and  101b.,  while  on  May  5  'four 
beauties  were  brought  to  basket,  weighing  131h. 
9Jlb.,  91b.,  and  71b.  May  6  was  blank,  but  the 
take  for  the  wpek  was  twenty-three  nice  salmon 
asgiefrating  2371b.,  giving  the  splendid  average  of 
101b.  5oz.  per  fish.  This  is  the  best  sport  obtained 
on  any  river  in  the  North  for  a  single  weekly  angling 
party.  In  the  tidul  watt-rs,  the  anglers  on  the 
Moniach  Castle*  and  Farley  House  rods  have  had 
very  good  sport  among  the  sea-trout,  the  best 
baskets  recoi  ded  being  one  of  nineteen  fish,  weigh 
ing  141b.,  on  May  1.  and  another  of  fourteen,  scaling 
101b  ,  on  May  2.  Higher  up  the  river  in  the  Cannich 
district  some  nice  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been 
obtained  by  anglers  fiom  the  Cannich  Hotel,  and 
fishing  is  now  pretty  general  on  the  hill  lochs  and 
meeting  with  fair  success.  The  brown  trout  in  this 
locality  run  from  8oz.  up  to  41b.  on  soTie  of  the 
lochs.  CoNOisr  Rivee. — On  the  River  Conon  the 
season  for  anglers  was  the  worst  of  which  there  is 
any  record,  only  one  salmon  being  landed  on  the 
whole  stretch  last  week.  On  the  Brahan  Castle 
waters  of  the  Conon,  which  used  to  be  one  of  the 
most  fruitful  stretches  of  water  in  the  North,  not 
single  fi^<h  has  bfen  creeled  by  Mrs.  Farell  Watson, 
the  les-ee. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Sea  trout  have  now 
begun  to  run  in  the  Esk.  At  present,  yellow  trout 
are  affording  the  chief  sport  in  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  Ridley  had  over  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  Mr.  James  cieeled  two  and  a  half 
dozen  with  the  fiy.  Mr.  Bell  had  several  yellow  trout 
of  good  condition  in  Wauchope,  and  Major  H^pe 
had  a  few  trout  in  the  Esk  below  Skippers'  Bridge. 
In  the  stake  nets  several  have  been  caught  from 
IJlb.  to  21b.,  and  the  haaf  nets  had  a  few  sea-trout 
at  both  the  Annan  and  Bowness  fishing  places. 
At  the  salmon  fi>heries  in  the  Firth  the  catches  did 
not  show  much  improvement  over  those  of  the  pre- 
vious week.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water  of  the  Ek  Mr. 
James  Warwick  and  Mr.  G.  Little  had  each  a  couple 
of  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  C.  Barlow,  Langholm, 
creeled  eighteen  in  the  lower  reaches  of  Wauc  hope 
water.  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Canonbie,  is  credited 
with  taking  the  first  sea- trout  of  the  season  in 
Liddle,  at  Damfoot  Pool,  bebw  the  Moat  Linn. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Sergt. 
Newton,  of  Newcastleton,  basketed  71b.  of  yell  >w 
trout.  Mr.  Davidson,  Newcastleton,  had  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  Liddle,  Mr. 
Whitfield  has  been  equally  successful,  and  Mr.  A. 
Hardie  and  Mr.  W.  Walker  had  each  nice  baskets. 
Mr.  Neilson,  Canonbie,  has  had  several  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Fishing  in  Liddle  from  the  Commercial  Hotel,  New- 
castleton, a  visitor  caught  over  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  below  the  Gullet  Pool,  and  good  baskets  have 
also  been  got  in  Kershopef  ot  water  and  in  the 
Hermitage.  In  the  Esk  a  yellow  tiout  of  31b.  was 
caught  in  Canonbie  water.  In  the  Langholm  water 
Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  has  had  several  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  William  Scott,  Paisley,  ere  led 
over  two  dozen  trout  in  the  Upper  Esk,  and  Messrs. 
R.  J.  Beattia  and  J.  Clarke,  of  Langholm,  have  had 
good  baskets  in  the  Esk  and  tiibutaries.  Messrs. 
Macmillan  and  Borthwick  have  also  done  well  in 
the  same  waters. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Good 
sport  still  obtains  on  the  various  waters.  So  far  as 
can  be  ascei  tained,  the  following  have  been  the 
catches  since  last  reported : — On  May  2,  Lord 
Garioch,  Bellevil  e  House,  landed  a  121b.  salmon 
on  Gledfield  water.  On  May  3,  Mr.  John  Munro, 
head-keeper,  on  Sir  K.  J.  Matheson's  rod,  landed 
an  11-pounder  on  Gledfield  water.  On  May  4,  Mr. 
H.  Wykeham  Musgrave,  Westham  Houss  Barford, 
Warwick,  was  out  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
and  landed  a  10-pounder  on  Invercharron  water. 
On  May  6  the  last-named  got  one  of  81b.  on  same 
water.  On  May  8,  Mr.  K.  Pultney  and  Mr.  F.  S.  B. 
Giegoiie,  b(  th  from  the  hotel,  landed  a  71b.  salmon 
each,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Musgrave,  two,  which  weighed 
101b.  and  121b.  On  May  9  the  weather  was  much 
milder,  and  prospects  promising. — B. 

Deveron  (BanflFsMre).— The  past  month  has, 
been  a  record  one  for  fish  being  killed  on  this  river, 
and  on  mo'-t  of  the  sections  sport  has  been  very 
good.  Sir  Richard  Nicholson,  who  has  been  residing 
at  Eden  since  April  10,  and  who  left  on  May  6  for 
London,  has  had  capital  sport.  The  total  fish 
landed  was  454  trout,  the  average  weight  over  ^Ib., 
the  best  being  a  sea-trout  of  2pb.  Of  the  two  best 
days,  one  yielded  to  two  rods  fifty-five  fish,  weight 
251b.,  and  the  other  to  three  rods  forty-nine  fish, 
weight  24lb.  On  the  water  of  tlie  Banff  Fife  Aims 
Hotel,  on  May  3,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Cook  had 
81b.,  and  on  May  4  they  had  11  lb.  ;  and  on  May  8, 
Mr.  Chi-holm  had  61b.  On  the  Huntly  water,  on 
May  1,  Mr.  Kitcheman  landed  a  fine  fish  of  81b; 
on  May  2,  Mr.  Jeffrey,  one,  81b.  ;  on  May  4,  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  one,  91b.,  and  Mr.  Cruickshank,  one,  71b. ; 
on  May  5,  Mr.  Corvie,  one,  71b.,  Mr.  Bain,  one,  91b., 
and  Mr.  Dunes,  one,  81b.    Trout  are  also  abundant 


on  this  water,  some  of  the  baskets  being  very  heavy. 
Lately  the  net  salmon  fishing,  both  in  the  river  and 
along  the  coast,  have  improved.  Some  very  fine 
salmon  were  got  last  week  by  the  sweep-net,  averag- 
ing 101b.  Grilse  have  now  made  their  appearance 
on  the  river,  several  being  captured  last  week  by 
the  net  fishermen. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Leveu  (Kinrossl. — The  weather  has  been 
c-^ld  and  stormy,  and  with  an  absence  of  flies  on 
the  water,  fish  are  not  taking.  Few  private  anglers 
are  going  out.  Heavy  rains  are  needed,  with  genial 
weather,  and  until  we  have  these  little  or  no  im- 
provement can  be  looked  for.  Fou'teen  members 
of  Kinross  Club  had  twenty  four  trnut,  101b.  lloz. 
First,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  three  trout.  1  lb.  13oz.  C  'at- 
bridge  Club,  with  nine  rods,  had  fifteen  trout,  11  lb. 
14oz.  First,  Major  Greig,  three  trout,  51b.  5oz. 
Eighteen  members  of  Edinburgh  Walton  Club 
secured  thirty-eight  trout,  201b  15oz.  First,  Mr. 
Carse,  four  t  rout,  41b.  loz.  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew 
Club,  creeled  with  sixteen  rods  thirty  trout,  161b. 
5oz.  First,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  six  trout,  31b.  7oz. 
The  first  prize  at  the  Clackmannan  Competition 
was  one  trout,  21b.  15oz.  This  was  the  heaviest 
trout  captured  during  the  week. — Robert  B. 
Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  2,  fishing 
from  KiUin  Hotel,  Mr.  H.  Haynes,  Nottingham, 
land''d  a  salmon  of  61b.,  Mrs.  Haynes,  one,  16lb. 
On  May  3,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galbway,  Ayr,  two,  151b.  and 
I31b  ;  Mr.  Norman  Gall  )way,  one,  161b.;  Mr. 
Haynes,  one,  161b.  On  May  4,  Colonel  Hughes, 
D.S.O.,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Norman  Galloway,  one,  131b. 
On  May  5,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  one,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Haynes,  one,  151b.  On  May  6,  Mr.  S.  H.  Quince, 
Glasgow,  one,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  Haynes,  one,  141b.  On 
May  8,  Mr.  Kingcome,  M  milla,  Ptjilippine  Isles,  one, 
21  lb.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  Manilla,  one,  201b.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
waters,  on  April  26,  Mr.  R.  Moir,  Ayrshire,  liad  a 
salmon,  weighing  14Jlb.  ;  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  M. 
Fraser,  Glasgow,  had  one,  weighing  17^1b.  On 
April  27,  Mr.  Fraser  had  one,  weighing  19|lb.  ;  and 
on  April  29,  one,  weighing  9pb.  On  May  8,  Mr.  S. 
M  liar,  Glasgow,  had  one,  weighing  181b.  ;  and  on 
May  9,  he  had  one,  weighing  141b.  Fishing  on  the 
Fortingall  Hotel  water,  on  May  1,  Mr.  Fraser  had 
three  trout,  weighing  1  lb.  On  May  4,  Mr.  Graham 
had  twenty-four  trout,  weighing  91b.  On  May  5, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Millar  had  twelve  trout.  On  May  8,  Mr. 
Micklem  had  eight  trout,  one  weighing  l^lb. ;  and 
Dr.  McGregor,  West  Hartlepool,  had  seven  trout. 
On  May  9,  Dr.  McGreg  )r  had  eight  trout,  one 
weighing  l^lb. — J.  and  R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The 
following  splendid  sport  has  been  got  .^ince  last 
report  appeared : — On  April  26,  Mr.  Combe,  Skel- 
pick  Lodge,  one  salmon,  on  No.  1  Beat ;  Col.  Fryer, 
Rhefail,  two,  on  No.  2  ;  General  Hume,  Rhefail, 
two,  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Oppenheim,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
one,  on  the  private  water.  On  April  27,  Mr.  Combe 
landed  three  salmon  on  No.  2  ;  Colonel  Fryer,  one, 
on  No.  3  ;  and  General  Hume,  one,  on  No.  4.  On 
April  28,  Mr.  Oppenheim  landed  two  salmon  on 
No.  2  ;  Mr.  Combe,  one,  on  No.  3  ;  and  Dr.  Turner, 
Syre  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  1.  On  April  29,  Mr.  Gill, 
Syre  Lodge,  caught  three  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and  Dr. 
Turner,  one,  on  No.  2.  On  May  1,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre 
Lodge,  landed  four  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  May  2, 
General  Hume,  Rhefail,  had  two  on  sune  beat.  On 
May  3,  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  Skelpick  Lodge,  pras-ed  four 
saliaon  on  No.  1  ;  General  Hume,  one  salmon  and  a 
31b.  grilse  (the  first  of  the  season),  on  No.  3  ;  and 
Mr.  Gill,  one  salmon,  on  No.  4.  On  May  4,  Mr. 
Earle  Drax  caugtit  three  salinon  on  Beats  1  and  2. 
On  May  6,  Colonel  Fryer  had  two  on  No.  4  ;  Mr. 
Gill,  one,  on  No.  6  ;  and  Mr.  Earle  Drax.  two,  on 
Nos.  1  and  2.  During  the  month  of  April  Messrs. 
Combe  and  Oppenheim,  Skelpick  Lodge  (two  rods), 
landed  foity-nine  salmon.  Net  flsliing  on  Naver 
and  Borgie  commenced  on  May  1.  The  first  week's 
yield  was  eight  salmon  and  one  grilse. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dkk. — On  the  Braemar 
waters  sport  has  again  revived.  On  May  2  Mr. 
Radcliffe  had  a  fish  of  7lb.  and  on  May  5  two  of  71b. 
and  81b.  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  water,  wliileCapt. 
Armitage  liad  one  of  7lb.  on  the  Fife  Arms  beat. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught 
and  Col.  Windliam  have  had  con-iderable  sport 
every  day  out,  the  prospects  are  daily  getting  better. 
On  the  Glentana  reaches  Mr.  Geo.  Coat-s  and  party 
are  getting  good  sport.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel 
reaches  Mr.  Somerton  last  week  had  three  tish  of  71b., 
7^1b.,  and  18lb.  ;  oneof  8^lb.,  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of 
l^lb.  ;  wliile  Mrs.  Johnston  creeled  one  of  14 ^Ib. 
and  one  of  81b..  and  Mr.  Johnston  one  of  71b.  and 
three  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  91b.,  and  Captain  Sandpark 
one  of  8lb.  On  the  Woodeod  water  Captain 
Quintin  Dick  has  not  had  a  blank  day  during 
the  past  tliree  weeks.  During  the  past  ten  days 
he  had  two  of  61b.  and  71b.,  one,  l^lh.,  one,  9lb., 
one,  81b.,  two,  131b.  and  121b.,  one,  71b.,  one,  8^1b., 


two,  8lb.  and  61b.,  and  four,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
71b.  The  captain  has  creeled  over  100  fish  for  the 
season  up  to  date.  On  the  Cairnton  water  Lord 
Penrhyn's  two  gillies  creeled  fifty  fish  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  last  week. 
This  prolific  fishery  has  yielled  over  200  fish,  and  is 
undoubtedly  the  record  section  on  the  Dee.  On 
the  Inchmarlo  water  a  fair  season  has  been  had, 
considering  the  weather,  by  Mr  John  Byres  Leake 
and  the  other  rods  sharing  the  water.  On  the 
Crathes  and  Durris  sections  sport  is  much 
better  than  it  has  been  for  weeks  back,  and  a  good 
few  grilse  are  now  being  got.  Mr.  Duncan  had  one 
on  Monday  of  3Jlb.  On  the  Drum  water,  Mr. 
Morrison.  Cnmpfield,  had  three  on  May  5  of  61b., 
6.Hb.,  and  17^10.,  and  on  May  6  one  of  131b.  The 
Park  and  Culter  sections  were  comparatively 
blank  except  that  Mr.  Cooper,  Craigiebuckler, 
had  some  good  finnock  on  the  lower  Culter.  On 
the  tidal  reaches  Mr.  James  Robb  and  Mr.  John 
Harper  had  161b.  of  finnock  and  two  sea-trout, 
2^1b.  and  31b.  respectively,  between  them,  while 
Bandmaster  Stavert  had  131b.  of  trout.  The  nets 
are  now  making  more  of  it  than  has  been  the  case 
fir  two  months  back,  and  on  Monday  morning  the 
Haibour  Commissioners  had  a  fine  cock-fish  of 
391b.  got  at  the  Victoria  Bridge.  Don. — Splendid 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  now  being  made  on  all 
the  waters  right  along  to  Alford,  Greenwell's  Glory 
and  the  March  Brown  being  the  taking  flies. -^G.  M. 

Shin  (luveran.  N.B.). — On  May  1,  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove,  Sussex,  was  out  from 
Suthe  land  Arms  Hotel,  and  landed  two  salmon, 
weighing  1 1  lb.  and  8lb. ;  on  May  2,  two,  101b.  and 
121b. ;  and  on  May  3,  one,  101b.  On  May  4,  Sir 
John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  C  eedy,  Devon- 
shire, landed  a  14-pounder,  and  Sir  John  Shelley, 
one,  101b.  On  May  5,  Sir  John  Shelley,  one,  91b. 
On  May  6,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  two,  91b.  and 
101b.,  and  Sir  John  Shelley,  two,  91b.  and  81b.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  changed  for 
the  better. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — We  are  jiow  having  fine 
summerlike  weather  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
a'ld  there  is  a  prospect  of  trout  rising  more  freely 
during  the  afternoon  and  evenings  as  there  is  plenty 
of  fly  hatching  out  now,  and  trout,  are  feeding  fast 
on  the  natural  fly.  In  the  estuary  nets  salmon  are 
at  present  rather  scarce,  but  a  continuance  of  fine 
weather  will  bring  on  the  summer  run  of  salmon. 
Good  catches  a^e  being  obtained  on  the  lochs  with 
the  fly.  The  Annan. — Better  baskets  are  being 
made  of  yellow  trout  in  tiie  upper  and  middle 
stretches.  Fishing  i  i  the  Mount  Aiman  water  Mr. 
Wm.  Johnston,  Annan,  had  a  nice  creel  of  yellow 
trout  with  fly,  and  Captain  Thorburn  had  also  a  good 
creel  in  the  same  water  last  week-end.  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom,  the  proprietor  of  this  portion,  killed  a  nice 
clean  run  sea  trout,  with  the  fly,  besides  a  number 
of  yellow  trout  on  May  3.  The  keeper,  Andiew 
Bell,  had  also  a  few.  In  the  Wamphray  portion  on 
Saturday  (May  6)  a  visitor  had  a  creel  of  over  thirty 
yellow  trout  with  March  Brown  and  Partridge 
Spider.  Mr.  Wallace  caught  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
on  Monday  (May  8),  and  another  rod  had  good 
sport  in  the  Dinwoodie  water  below  the  railway 
station.  The  Nith. — Not  much  is  doing  in  this 
river  this  week.  A  number  of  rods  have  had 
moderate  baskets  of  yelljw  trout  in  the  mid-Niths- 
dale  waters  at  Thornhill,  as  also  down  by  Closeburn 
Hall  and  Auldgiith.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the 
Cree  and  Minnoih  of  the  Stewartry.  Rain  fell 
heavily  on  April  29,  and  placed  the  waters  in  good 
order.  Mr.  Whitelaw  and  his  friends  had  good 
sport  for  Aprrl,  killing  twenty-three  fish  for  the 
month.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. —  Loch 
Doon  is  affording  better  baskets  of  yellow  trout  now, 
and  the  trout  are  rising  more  freely  to  the  fly. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  The  state  ot  the  river 
continues  to  be  all  that  can  be  desired.  On  the 
Laggan  section  of  the  Spey,  on  Monday,  Mr.  G. 
Sharp,  fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  a 
beauty  of  a  sea- trout,  weighing  3|lb.,  and  on 
Tuesday  a  salmon  of  81b.  From  the  same  water,  on 
Wediie--day,  Colonel  Smith  Grant  landed  one  of 
101b. J  and  Colonel  Fleming,  Keith,  one  of  81b.  on 
Friday,  while,  on  Monday,  Sheriff  Reid,  Banff,  had 
one  of  6^lb.  A  salmon  of  191b.  weight  was  also  got 
on  the  same  section  of  the  Spey.  i<rom  the  Balavie 
water,  on  the  upper  Spey,  a  salmon  of  7|lb  was 
killed  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Macpherson,  with  the  fly  — J.  M. 

Tay. — Tiie  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
warm,  with  bright  sunshine.  The  river  has  now 
got  vei  y  low,  and  sport  has  in  consequence  fallen  ofE 
considerably.  There  are,  however,  a  lar-ge  number 
of  fish  in  the  river,  but  in  the  present  state  of  the 
water  they  will  not  take.  The  net  fishing  stations 
have  been  doing  well.  During  week  ending  May  9, 
Mrs.  E.  Moon  had  one  fish  of  181b.  on  Stobhall 
water.  Mr.  Parsons  had  two  fish  of  181b.  and  151b., 
and  the  boatmen  four  of  201b.,  181b.,  171b.  and  91b. 
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on  Delvine,  while  on  Dalaruiae  Mr.  J.  A.  Parke,  boat- 
man, killed  one  fish  of  191b.  on  May  8,  and  Captain 
Pearith,  boatman,  one  fish  of  131b.  on  May  6. 
Fishing  the  Grandtully  water  on  May  4,  Major 
Scotts,  keeper,  killed  a  nice  fish  of  211b.  On  the 
River  Tummel,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  fishing  the  Faskally 
Water,  on  May  5,  landed  two  nice  fish  of  161b.  and 
101b. ;  while  an  angler  on  Fisher  Hotel  Water  had 
also  a  fish  of  161b.  on  same  day.  On  the  River 
Lyon,  Fortingall,  Mr.  Mair  killed  one  fish  of  14|lb., 
on  April  26.  Mr.  Fraser  had  one  fish  of  ivpb.  on 
April  26,  one  of  19|lb.  on  April  27,  and  another  of 
9jlb.  on  April  29;  while  Mr.  Miller  had  one  fish  of 
181b.  on  May  8,  and  one,  141b.,  on  May  9.  On 
Loch  Tay  Mr.  H.  Haynea  had  one  fish  of  61b.  on 
May  1,  one  of  161b.  on  May  3,  one  of  151b  ,  on  May  5, 
and  one  of  141b  on  May  6  ;  wbils  Mrs.  H.  Haynes 
got  one  salmon  of  161b.  on  May  2.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Galloway  killed  two  fish  of  151b.  and  131b.  on  May  3, 
and  another  of  141b.  on  May  5 ;  and  Mr.  Norman 
Galloway  one  of  131b.  on  May  4.  Colonel  Hughes, 
D.S.O.,  had  one  fi-h  of  201b.  on  May  4,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Quince  one  of  141b  on  May  6,  and  on  May  8  Mr. 
Kingcome  had  one  fish  of  21  lb.,  and  Mr.  Anderson 
one  of  201b.— A.  A. 

Thurso  (Caithness).  —  The  high  and  altering 
winds  have  done  a  lot  of  harm  on  tliia  fishing  during 
last  week.  High  winds,  first  from  north,  then  south 
and  then  back  to  north,  have  stirred  up  the 
bottom  of  Loch  More  and  thus  made  it  very  dirty. 
Once  it  settles  sport  will  be  good  as  a  large  number 
of  fish  were  seen  pasring  up  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  following  is  the  sport  since  last  report : — No.  3 
Beat,  one  fi^h,  SJlb. ;  No.  4  Beat,  threp  fish,  ISlk, 
101b.,  and  91b.  ;  No.  5  Beat,  six  fish,  201b.,  201b 
181b,  111b.,  101b.,  and  91b  ;  No.  6  Beat,  onefis  i, 
141b. ;  No.  7  Beat,  nine  fish,  201b.,  151b.,  151b  I4lb' 
111b.,  lUb.,  mh.,  9Jlb.,  and  gjlb. ;  No.  8  Beat,' 
one  fish,  91b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  low  state  of  the 
rivers  still  continues,  no  rain  in  any  appreciabls 
quantity  having  fallen  since  last  report,  and  con- 
sequently river  fi-hing  is  at  a  very  low  ebb.  At  the 
Woodburn  and  other  reservoirs  an  improvement  in 
trouting  is  reported,  and  one  or  two  specimens  up 
to  21b.  were  taken.  Sport  on  the  Antrim  Road  Basin 
was  poor  all  the  week,  and  most  likely  this  water 
will  be  closed  by  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association 
for  a  couple  of  months  The  association,  at  the 
monthly  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  passed  a  resolution  in  support  of  Colonel 
Seton-Karr's  Salmon  Fisheries  Bill,  and  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  send  copies  of  the  resolution  to 
the  Ulster  members.  The  trout  ova  which  was 
planted  in  artificially-made  redds  in  some  of  the 
streams  entering  the  co.  Down  lakes  of  the  Belfa  t 
Analers'  As-ociation  hatshed  out  most  successfully. 
Curiously,  the  trout  remained  in  the  streams  instead 
of  dropping  down  to  the  lakes. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Water  in  good  order, 
andsportgreatlyimproved.  Mr.C  Longfield.Mallow^ 
had  th;-ee  salmon,  121b.,  181b.,  221b  ;  Colonel  Lono-- 
field  one,  25lb. ;  G.  Fitzgerald,  Roskeen,  two  1 1  lb 
271b.;  R.  Smith,  three,  181b.,  201b.,  22|lb  •  R  a' 
Gr(  >ve,  Annesley,  and  Mr.  G.  Luard  eleven,  101b.  to 
251b.  ;  Dr.  Gray,  Ballyduff,  one,  141b. ;  and  Richard 
Smyth,  Castlewidenham,  one,  201b. ^W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — There  has  been  no  flood  for 
six  weeks,  and  the  liver  is  so  low  that  fish  can  only 
be  taken  ea  ly  in  the  morning  and  late  in  evening, 
and  the  stoppage  of  mills  prevents  fishing  after 
6  p.m.  On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley, 
during  the  past  week,  had  eight,  from  171b.  to 
81b.;  and  the  fishermen,  seven,  from  21  lb.  to  91b. 
I  can  only  hear  of  four  or  five  fish  being  taken  on 

the  lengths  below  Black  Castle,  all  small  fish.  

Claeet  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— On  the  Bundrowes 
Dr.  G.  May  had  some  fine  sport  amongst  the  tiout 
during  the  past  week,  catching  from  a  dozen  to 
twenty-two  fish  daily.  Most  of  the  trout  were 
beautiful  gillaroos  of  lib.,  Ulb.,  and  Iflb.  The 
doctor  also  landed  a  nice  lOl'b.  salmon.  T.  Gilroy 
(the  keeper)  landed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  lO^b. 
on  May  6.  The  liver  is  in  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Eallyshaunon  and  Belleek)  —The  first 
salmon  of  the  season  on  the  Erne,  taken  on  the  rod, 
was  landed  by  Mr.  V.  Gregory  on  May  8.  A 
good  number  of  new  fish  are  already  in  the  river, 
and  prospects  of  eaily  sport  are  good.  The  Master 
Crawfords  and  other  anglers  took  some  niie  trout 
during  the  past  week  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  following  is  the  catch  for 
last  week : — Sir  Lees  Knowles,  one  salmon,  10 Jib. ; 
Mrs.  J.  p.  Humphreys,  one,  ll|lb. ;  Captain 
Macgowan,  nine,  ll|lb.,  121b.,  1911b.,  lOAlb.,  9ilb. 
101b.,  lOlb.,  12^1b.,  181b. ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill  five 
12ilb.,  19ilb.,  9ilb.,  lejlb.,  Ulb. ;  Mr.  P.  C.  HiU^ 
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six,  121b.,  141b,  131b,  nib.,  141b,  91b.  ;  Captain 
Blackitt,  three,  181b.,  IS^b.,  12.Ub.  ;  Captain  Lynch 
Staunton,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  C.  F.  Hill,  two,  12  pb. 
and  141b.;  Lieut.  Underwood,  two,  ILUb  and 
gilb  — W.  N.  Milne. 

Killarney  —  The  weather  having  assumed  a 
favourable  aspect  at  last,  sport  has  exhibited  con- 
si  lerable  improvement  both  in  the  salmon  and  trout 
deriartments.  The  following  were  the  succes-ful 
salmon  anglers  recently:  Colonel  Rogers,  Mr.  An- 
derson, Col  >nel  O'Brien  Drury,  Captain  Crabt  ee, 
M  J.Ross,  Dr.  R  H.  Townsend,  Mr.  L.  O'Callauhan, 
Mr.  J.  Hickey,  C  lonel  Nash,  Mr.  J.  Ross,  Dr  Mara', 
J.  Egan,  M.  Sullivan.  Brown  trout  anglers  had 
large  baskets  of  well-conditioned  bi  own  trout,  and 
on  Lough  Quittane  also  gjod  sport  was  had  at 
brown  trout.  Angling  is  improving  at  Glencar  in 
ti  is  district,  but  matters  have  been  backward  at 
Caragh.— T.  J.  D, 

Iiee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  the 
following  salmon  were  landed: — Mr.  J.  O'Bri-n, 
one,  81b.;  Mr.  H.  Austen,  B.L.,  one,  121b.  ;  Colonel 
Sandf.  rd,  two,  71b.  and  12-|lb.  ;  Mr.  Dan  Riordan, 
three,  61b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Walsh,  one,  81b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Leary,  five,  61b.,  81b.,  101b  ,  101b.,  and  161b.  ; 
Dr.  H.  T.  Tarrant,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  MaeAuliffe, 
one,  61b.  On  Williams  Hotel  water  (Macroom), 
Mr.  H.  T.  Martin,  two,  81b.  and  Ulb.,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  one,  8 Jib. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Xiou^rb  Currane,  etc  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry). — 
Good  baskets  of  brown  trout  h<ive  been  the  rule, 
est  ecially  on  Lough  Currane.  Mr.  Clarke  had  a 
salmon  of  101b.,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  one  of  14lb..  and 
J.  H.  Bona  one  of  111b.  Salmon  and  sea-trout 
continue  to  arrive  from  the  sea,  but  not  in  bij 
numbers.  Sport  has  been  good  at  brown  trout  on 
the  Inny.  Salmon  are  numerous  on  the  p'eserved 
portion  of  Waterville  river,  but  no  anglers  have 
been  out  on  it  during  the  wf  ek.  The  Cummeragh 
is  now  too  low  to  give  any  chances  of  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongfh  Melvin. — The  following  fish  were  taken 
during  the  past  week.  Colonel  Wade,  C.B.,  landed 
a  beautiful  111b.  salmon  on  the  fly.  Dr.  Crossley 
landed  two  salmon  of  91b  and  lOlb  ,  Dr.  Beveridge 
landed  one  salmon  of  111b.,  Dr.  Crossley  landed^a 
trout  {Sahno  ferox)  of  81b.,  and  Dr.  Beve  idge  landed 
a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  61b.  Mr.  O'R  illy  landed 
one  Salman  of  8ilb.  and  some  nice  gillaroo  trout, 
largest  IJlb.  Trouting  on  the  lake  was  generally 
poor  during  the  past  week,  but  now  that  the 
weather  has  become  milder  some  good  sport  will  be 
had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  are  now  in  good  order, 
and  wind  in  the  south.  Captain  Bloss  Lynch  had 
four  salmon,  101b.,  101b.,  12lb.,  and  131b.;  Mr.C. 
Martin  two  salmon,  91b.  and  10 Jib. ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wdson  one  salmon,  Ulb.  ;  Mr.  Arkle,  on  the  lough, 
three  salmon,  81b.,  121b.,  and  151b.  ;  Mr.  J.  D.  one 
salmon,  11  lb. ;  Mr.  Sutton  had  a  giilse  of  31b.  close 
to  Clarke's  Hotel.  It  was  taken  on  a  trout  fly.  Mr. 
Parry  three  jack,  191b.,  161b.,  and  221b.  Lough 
Callow  and  Lough  Talt  fiihed  well  for  trout  during 
the  week.  The  grilse  made  their  first  appearance 
about  a  week  ago,  and  fair  numbers  are  being  got 
in  the  nets. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  good  with  brown  trout.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  best  takes  had  on  the  different  waters 
during  the  past  week :  On  Drenane,  one  of  thirty- 
nine;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty-three;  on 
Coomcatun,  one  of  four  dozen ;  on  Filealougha, 
one  of  thirty ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty- 
five.— T.  J.  D. 

Monrue  (Newtown  Stewart.  00.  Tyrone). — 
The  absence  of  rain  is  keenly  felt  on  the  Mourne  i 


and  its  tributaries,  and  until  a  plentiful  supply 
comes  sport  will  be  of  a  modest  character.  This  is 
rather  unfortunate,  as  May  is  probably  the  best 
month  for  trouting  on  this  river.  In  the  evenings 
some  sport  was  had  after  sundown  on  the  still 
deeps  and  pools  above  and  below  Newtonstewart. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Roe  (co.  Derry). — On  Easter  Monday,  Messrs. 
J.  G.  Hill,  W.  L.  Perry,  and  J.  W.  Heaney  had  a 
most  successful  day's  trouting  on  this  river.  The 
takes  for  the  day  for  each  rod  was  fifty-seven, 
fifty- one,  and  forty-five  brown  trout.  Tnere  were 
several  1  ical  anglers  out  who  had  equal  success. — 
Hare's  Lug. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — There  is  not  much  to  be 
said  for  the  salmon  at  present.  However,  I  am 
informed  that  there  are  great  quantities  on  their 
way  up,  and  if  this  is  tiue  we  are  bound  to  have 
some  good  sp  rt  next  week.  The  weather  is  any- 
thing but  fishi'ig  weather,  cold  showers  and  northerly 
winds  prevailing.  The  trout  are  getting  fairly  on 
the  fly  in  the  river,  and  with  a  change  will  be  good 
any  time  it  comes.  There  are  good  catches  of  coarse 
fish — perch  and  pike. — F.  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  fine,  water 
in  good  order.  On  Djonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  two  salmon,  33Jlb.  and  121b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed  two  salmon,  22|lb. 
and  Ulb.  ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  241b. 
On  the  Summerhill  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley 
killed  one  salmon,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingha  m,  one 
salmon,  221b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley 
killed  one  salmon,  Ifijlb.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C. 
Williams  killed  two  salmon,  121b.  and  'l71b.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittai  t  killed  one  salmon, 
15.Jlb. ;  L  rd  Kington,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  On 
Prospect,  Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bait.,  killed  one  salmon, 
131b.  ;  Lord  Kingston,  two  salmon,  lO.Jlb.  and  321b.; 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  Wood- 
lands, Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhdl  killed  two  salmon,  221b. 
and  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  Eniight,  one  salmon,  221b. — John 
Enrtght  and  Son. 

Skibbereen  District  (co.  Cork). — Excellent 
sport  has  been  had  with  trout  on  the  Shepperton 
Lakes  during  the  week.  Amongst  those  who  were 
out  were  Madam  O' Donovan  and  Master  Jack 
O'Donovan,  Mr.  R.  O'Biien  (who  landed  thirty-one 
trout,  one  day,  averaeing  Jib.)  ;  also  a  party  of 
office  s  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  all  of  whom  had 
good  baskets,  some  of  the  trout  rarming  up  to  l|lb. 
These  lakes  are  greatly  improved  under  the  p-esent 
careful  management,  and  are  well  worth  a  visit. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (May  6). — In  the  early  part  of  the  week 
I  had  a  look  at  the  Stockalper,  near  Vouvry.  It 
was  full  and  too  dirty  for  fly  fishing,  the  noisy 
waterfall  above  that  vill-ige  looking  as  milky-grey 
with  snow-water  as  the  canal  coming  from  it,  which 
being  dammed  caused  the  bank  of  the  main  stream 
to  be  impassable.  No  fish  were  rising  except  the 
troublesome  little  ahlttte'^,  and  the  only  flies  seen 
were  a  few  Duns  and  black  flies  of  the  Hawthorn 
kind.  On  Tuesday  things  were  not  much  better, 
nothing  heard  of  over  |lb.  being  caught,  but  next 
day  the  same  angler  got  eighteen  smaller-sized 
trout,  many  of  which  were  returned.  The  Venoge 
has  been  in  good  order,  yet  a  very  cariable  fisher- 
man got  but  five  trout  there  yesterday,  and  was 
broken  by  a  big  one  over  1  lb.  near  Vufiflens.  Those 
who  stick  to  their  fishing  these  times  chance  at 
intervals  upon  good  conditions,  but  it  is  largely 
speculation  as  to  the  state  in  which  the  streams 
may  be  found,  and  they  are  rather  too  far  off  as 
a  rule  to  risk  the  disappointment  of  surrendering 
golf  for  a  fruitless  visit. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  long-continued  wild  weather, 
and  water  in  such  bad  condition,  nothing  in  the 
way  of  fishing  has  been  done  worth  mention,  and 
now  at  time  of  writing  (May  10)  the  weatlier  is 
quite  like  summer,  and  should  the  weather  still 
continue  I  have  every  confidence  there  should  be 
decent  sport  inside  (5oodwin  Sands  this  week-end. 
Tides  suit  well,  and  I  recommend  anyone  coming 
for  this  kind  of  fishing  to  bring  fresh  herring  and 
mackerel  well  iced,  as  we  cannot  depend  on  getting 
this  unless  acquainted  one  day  before  going  out. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S  AS  ). 

Deal  (the  Fier) — Tiie  latter  end  of  last  week 
yielded  scarcely  any  fish,  the  water  being  extremely 
thick  and  dirty  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
a  strong  north-east  wind.  On  May  5,  Messrs. 
Larkman,  Turner,  Young,  and  NeweU  fished  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  with  very  indifferent 
success,  and  the  fishing  on  May  6  showed  no 
signs  of  improvement.  The  anglers  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  comprised  Messrs.  Tarling,  Glen, 
Oakshott,  and  Wiggins,  and  improved  conditions 
of  water  brought  about  a  little  sport,  several  nurse- 
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dogs  and  pouting  falling  to  the  respective  rods,  Mr. 
Wiggins  also  having  the  good  fortune  to  land  a  skate 
of  S\lb.  Mr.  Band.  Mr.  Branscombe,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  augmented  the  pier  ranks  on  May  8,  and 
those  who  had  provided  themselves  with  mackerel 
bait  each  secu  ed  a  few  nurse-dogs,  but  the  general 
run  of,them  was  not  large.  Fresh  arrivals  on  May  9 
included  Mr.  F.  Gushing,  a  world-travelled  angler, 
Mr.  A.  D.  Messenger,  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  S. 
Baker,  and  one  and  all  made  small  mixed  bags 
during  the  day,  Mr.  Baker's  catch  including  a  skate 
of  9|lb.  The  water  was  in  good  colour  on  May  10, 
but  general  lesults  for  the  day  were  not  satisfactory, 
though  a  few  fish  of  various  species  fell  to  each  rod, 
Mr.  Branscombe  landing  a  conger,  and  several 
others  a  few  dogfish  each.  Contrary  to  general 
expectation,  the  evening's  catch  proved  quite  dis- 
appointing.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance.  —  Ground  fishing  on  May  3,  Mr. 
Hanley,  a  local  member  of  the  B.S.A.S. ,  and  man 
had  twenty  whiting  and  ten  bream,  and  on  May  5 
twenty  whiting.  Mr.  Bray  and  man  had  in  two 
catches  fifty-one  whiting,  four  bream,  and  seventy 
gurnard,  and  on  May  9,  in  fine  weather,  fifty-three 
whiting,  one  haddock,  twenty  bream  (some  very 
large),  ten  gurnard,  one  cod  (25lb.),  and  ten  dogfish. 
Whiffing  for  pollack,  moderate  sport  with  small 
size  fish.  Rud  fishing  from  piers  moderate  sport 
with  small  pollack. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymouth. — The  weather  has  at  \a^t  turned  to 
summer,  and  the  sea  is  cfuito  calm,  so  that  all  kinds 
of  fishing  can  be  indulged  in.  A  gentleman  was 
fishing  for  pouting  one  day  this  week  just  inside 
the  breakwat-r,  and  on  hauling  up  his  line  found  a 
71b.  pollaok  had  taken  his  bait,  and  after  careful 
handling  he  managed  to  land  it.  Pouting  are  biting 
very  freely,  especially  when  the  sun  is  out,  and  a 
good  many  dozen  can  be  taken  in  an  hour  or  two. 
Some  large  mullet  have  again  made  their  appearance 
inside  the  breakwater,  and  some  good  fun  can  be 
had  by  fishing  for  these  fish  with  the  trout  rod,  a 
fine  but  strong  paternoster,  and  small  bits  of  rag- 
worm.  Some  nice  takes  of  pollack  have  just  been 
had  off  Penlee  Point.  The  rod  fishers  who  frequent 
the  piers  and  jetties  have  been  having  better 
sport  during  the  past  week,  and  several  baskets 
of  bass  and  mullet  have  been  reported. — William 
Heakdee  (B.S.A  S.). 

Ramsg'ate. — Fishing  has  much  improved  with 
the  better  weather.  From  the  lion  Pier  and  the 
Marina  codling  and  some  nice  bass  have  been 
landed;  from  the  harbour  eels  and  flounders  have 
been  taken.  A  good  many  boats  have  been  out, 
especially  on  May  7,  and  all  had  good  strings  of 
mixtures,  but  the  fish  still  run  small  There  is  a 
better  show  of  fish  than  usual  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  with  settled  weather  s  )me  very  good  sport 
should  be  had.  Wind  south-westerly,  warmer, 
and  weather  promising  for  the  week-end. — Gbey 

MULLETT. 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


To-day's  (May  8)  telegrams  from  the  various 
districts  indicate  that  Norway  is  experiencing  milder 
weather  all  over.  "  Namsen  District :  The  ice 
has  broken  up."  "  Trondhjem  District:  Weather 
mUder."  "Bergen  District:  Mild,  springlike 
weather."  "Mandal  Distiict:  Mild,  spiing-like 
weather."  The  prospects  look  like  an  early  season 
with  a  good  supply  of  water. — James  Dowell, 
Lumley  House. 


Jlssociaiions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Our  usual  meeting  was  held  on  May  10,  when 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  occupied  the  chair.  Three  new 
proposals  for  membership  were  received  and  sundry 
rout'ne  matters  were  disposed  of.  A  list  of  nomi- 
nations for  officers,  etc.,  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
opened,  and  further  nominations  will  be  received  at 
our  next  meeting  on  May  17.  A  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Thursday  (May  18)  to  consider  pro- 
posals as  to  alterations  in  the  existing  rules,  etc. 
It  has  been  decided  to  hold  the  annual  general 
meeting  on  May  31,  and  the  annual  dinner  on 
June  8,  due  notice  of  which  will  be  posted  to 
members.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man concluded  the  business. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  Mallett  occupied  the  business 
chair.  Reports  were  read  from  Deal,  Dungeness, 
Brighton,  Bognor,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Barmouth, 
Holyhead,  Southpoit,  Leenane,  etc.  Mr.  Boyton 
presented  to  the  society  a  preserved  head  of 
the  garpike  taken  in  an  Ameiican  river.  The 
meeting  then  became  a  social  one,  and  advan- 
tage was  taUen  of  the  somewhat  rare  presence  of 
Mr.  W.  Hearder,  of  195,  Unijn-street,  Plymouth,  to 
place  him  in  the  chair.  He  whs  welcomed  most 
heartily,  for  he  has  a  record.    He  was  present  at 


the  meeting  in  Swallow-street  when  the  society  was 
founded.  He  is  an  honorary  member,  and  has  con- 
sistently and  persistently  assisted  the  society  and 
its  members  ever  since.  Personal  testimony  as  to 
this  was  abundant  and  warm,  as  was  his  reception. 
He  explained  that  he  was  up  in  London  on  matters 
connected  with  the  Fisheries  Exhibiti  'n  at  Earl's 
Court,  and  very  warmly  congratulated  the  society 
upon  its  steady  progress  and  the  good  work  it  had 
done,  for  it  ha^  taught  even  the  professional  fisher- 
man how  to  catch  fish,  and  materially  modified  the 
modus,  the  tackle,  and  the  baits.  He  then  called 
upon  Mr.  J.  O.  Whyte,  who  read  his  promised 
paper  on  "  Fishing  at  Hastings."  This  gentleman's 
description  of  the  place,  its  fishing,  and  details 
of  boats,  gear,  tackle;  and  angling  ground  was 
well  received,  and  commented  upon  by  members. 
Mr.  A.  Welch  was  to  have  followed  with  one  upon 
Sheerness,  and  being  unable  to  attend  sent  up  his 
notes,  which  were  read,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  sup- 
plementing some  very  interesting,  if  ancient,  in- 
formation as  to  the  fishing  there.  Mr.  C.  O,  Minchin 
contributed  a  full  and  fine  description  of  sea 
angling  in  the  Inner  Hebrides,  advising  Oban  as  a 
centre  of  departure  for  some  of  the  most  satisfactory 
sport  he  had  ever  enjoyed,  giving  the  premier  rank 
to  that  of  the  Island  of  Coll.  His  remarks  were,  as 
always,  full  of  detailed  and  exact  information  for  his 
fellow-members,  all  of  which  was  voted  for  future 
use.  Dr.  A.  Litton  F  irbes  added  much  information 
acquired  when  yachting  and  fishing  in  these  waters, 
fully  endorsing  Mr.  Minchin's  account  of  the  charm 
of  the  neighbourhood.  Thanks  were  awarded  all 
round,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  having  been  spent, 
Mr.  Hearder  coming  in  for  double  honours.  In 
reply  he  expressed  the  great  pleasure  his  visit  had 
afforded  him,  and  promised  them  that  in  his  future 
visits  to  London  during  the  period  of  the  Exhibition 
they  might  see  too  much  of  him.  And  the  people 
said — "No."  The  full  programme  of  the  summer 
session  has  been  issued  to  members.  Next  Wednes- 
day papers  will  be  read  on  Folkestone  by  Mr.  W. 
Nickels ;  Fowey,  by  Mr.  H.  Pocklington :  and 
Southwold  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Hindley.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  David  Isaacs  taking 
the  chair.  Several  niembevs  reported  trout  fishing 
at  Halliford  and  elsewhere,  but  not  with  much 
success ;  however,  at  Brighton,  Mi'.  Begernie  had 
taken  a  go  id  sc^re  of  flounders  and  dabs,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  also  having  good  sport  at  Southend,  whilst 
Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Newhaven,  had  had  221b.  of  dabs 
and  whiting,  two  fi  lends  with  him  taking  451b.  It 
was  arranged  that  Mr.  Holland's  prize  (sea  rod) 
should  be  awarded  to  the  captor  of  best  three 
flatfish,  above  C  L  P.S.  standard,  taken  at  Leigh  on 
Tuesday  next.  May  16,  when  Mr.  Gilbert  wdl 
kindly  manage;  best  train  for  the  occasion  leaves 
Fenchurch-street  at  8.11  a.m.  Mr.  F.  E.  Martinez 
announced  that  he  would  have  much  pleasure  in 
presenting  a  cup  to  the  member  taking  the  best 
trout,  above  C.  L.P.S.  standard,  during  the  current 
season.  An  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  was  given 
to  Mr.  Martinez  f  )r  his  generous  offer,  thanks  being 
also  cordially  awarded  to  Mr.  Bentley  for  gift  of 
three  bo  ks  to  the  library.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Ladell,  it  was  arranged  that  on  Tuesd  ly  next 
dates  should  be  fixed  tor  instruction,  of  thoso 
members  desirous,  in  fly  fishing,  Mr.  Parker  giving 
the  first  course  of  le-sons.  Mr.  Begernie  reported 
visit  to  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at 
Earl's  Court,  of  which  he  gave  a  very  eulogistic 
account.  A  li-t  of  members  who  subscribe  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  S  iciety  having  been  prepared, 
the  usual  C.  L.P.S.  toast  was  duly  honoured,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  ch  drman  terminated 
a  very  pleasant  and  well  attended  meeting. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  presided  over  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  last  Tuesday.  Amongst  the  matters 
discu=sed  was  the  proposal  to  form  a  party  to  visit 
the  Fisheries  Exhibiti  m  at  Earl's  Court  upon  a 
date  to  be  fixed  in  June.  Particulars  will  be  an- 
nounced in  the  angling  Press.  Mr.  A.  Zerfass 
brought  UD  for  inspection  a  small  but  very  interest 
ing  exhibit  of  Japanese  flies,  gut,  and  specimens  of 
floats,  etc.,  such  as  were  used  at  the  late  fishing 
tournament  in  France.  He  also  showed  a  numbei- 
of  snapshot  photos  which  he  tojk.  These,  and 
trout  rods,  leels,  flies,  and  tackle,  will  be  shown  in 
the  Biistol  Room  on  Tue-day  next,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  large  number  of  members  and  their  friends 
will  be  present.  A  few  good  fishing  reports  were 
received.  Mr.  Cheeld,  at  Chesham,  took  trout 
ranging  from  2|lb.  to  l|lb.,  Mr.  Thomas  one  of 
l|lb.,  whilst  Mr.  Chasteney  and  Mr.  Nelson  were 
successful  in  taking  some  good  trout. — Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
The  second  annual  dinner  and  presentation  of 
prizes  took  place  on  May  2.    Mr.  S.  Stone  (presi- 


dent) occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  Berry 
(vice-president).  Sixty  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  dinner  in  the  spacious  and  elegantly 
appointed  drawing-room,  kindly  lent  by  our  host 
Mr.  J.  H.  Pollings.  Following  the  usual  loyal 
toasts,  the  chairman  then  distributed  the  prizes 
to  their  respective  winners.  Mr.  W.  Stokes  t.)ok 
the  cup  for  the  best  fish  of  the  year.  Mr.  F.  Berry 
won  no  les^  than  fourteen  p  izes,  but,  of  ourse, 
could  not  take  more  than  three,  with  an  extra  prize 
for  most  specimen  fish.  The  other  winners  were 
Me=srs.  W.  Radburn,  T.  Stone,  A.  Gutte  idge,  A. 
and  O.  Gardner,  T.  Lewis,  A.  G.  Hill,  S.  Jelks,  F. 
Whai-ton,  W.  Larkman,  jun.,  P.  J.  Jagels,  W. 
Howlett,  E.  Phillips,  F.  Cby,  and  E.  J.  Telling,  the 
value  of  foregoing  amounting  to  over  forty  guineas. 
In  response  to  the  chairman's  invitation  nearly  £40 
was  promised  for  the  ensuing  season.  A  capital 
programme  was  gone  through,  made  up  chiefly  of 
members  and  friends.  Mr.  P.  J.  Jag  ds  very  ably 
officiated  as  musical  di  eotor.  Our  annual  general 
meeting  takes  place  on  May  16. — H.  C.  M.,  Hon.  Sec. 

Hctntingdon  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  George 
Hotel  on  May  3.  Mr.  W.  D.  Storey  presided  over 
a  numerous  company.  The  annual  report  was  a 
very  satisfactory  one,  showing  an  increase  of  about 
twenty  members,  and  a  financial  balance  of  over  £9. 
The  specimen  fish,  although  not  quite  so  heavy  as 
list  year,  were  still  a  fair  average  : — Rudd,  21b  4oz., 
21b.  2ioz.,  and  21b.  ;  bream,  41b.  5|oz.,  31b  12|oz., 
and  31b.  lOJoz. ;  perch,  lib.  9|oz.,  lib.  4ioz.,  and 
1  lb.  3oz. ;  chub,  41b.  9Joz.,  4lb.  2Joz.,  and  31b.  lOoz. ; 
tench,  31b.,  21b  8Joz.,  and  21b.  6Joz. ;  roach, 
21b.  5ioz.,  lib.  2>oz,  and  lib.  2  "z. ;  pike, 
1.31b.  ll^oz.,  91b.  9Joz.,  and  91b.  5oz.  The  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  was  re-elected  president, 
Mr.  W.  D.  Storey  chairman,  Mr.  C.  A  Bryant  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  F.  Ashley  seeretary  and  treasurer. 
Owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich  the  prizes  were  distributed 
by  the  Mayor  of  Huntingdon,  Mr.  R.  Goodliff.  A 
very  successful  smoking  concert  followed. — Chas. 
A.  Bryant. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  heavy  budget  of  news  disclosed  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  C.  Butler  in  the  chair.  First 
and  foremost  came  the  chairman  himself  with  an 
account  of  grand  takes  of  trout,  rainbows  and  Loch 
Levens,  in  private  waters  in  Herts.  On  his  best 
day  he  landed  ten  and  a  half  brace  of  fi=h,  retaining 
only  a  leash.  On  other  days  he  had  splendi  1  soort, 
his  heaviest  trout  scaled  21b.  8oz.  Then  tae  president 
told  of  sport  on  the  Colne  (private),  whe  e  he  had  a 
brace  of  trout,  one  being  a  2-pounder.  Mr.  Brown 
ente  tainingly  rec  )unted  his  visit  to  Mr.  Gilbey's 
hatchei  y  where  he  saw  baby  Salmo  hucho.  He  men- 
tione  1  that  this  was  the  first  time  they  had  been 
sucjesifully  hatched  in  this  country.  The  ova  came 
from  Germany  from  a  4Ulb.  fish.  One  of  the  tiny 
huchos  preserved  in  formalin  was  handed  round 
f  r  inspection.  So  far,  Mr.  Brown  mentioned,  the 
youngste  s  had  th'iven  One  speaker  expressed 
the  fear  that  if  Salmo  hiKho  could  b  i  rea  ed  and 
acclimatised  in  our  rivers,  it  might  lead  to  the 
closing  of  open  waters,  to  the  detriment  of 
anglers.  Mr.  Brown  replie  1  that  then  it  might 
be  a  case  of  seoing  notice-boards  on  the  Thames 
and  other  rive' s  reading  "  Hucho  here  —  you  go 
elsewhere."  The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie  had  sport  in 
Wales,  getting  on  an  average  ten  fish  a  day.  He 
stated  that  it  had  come  to  his  knowle  Ige  that  a 
landrail  had  been  killed  on  Tooting  C  )mm  )n — a 
most  unusual  occurrence  seeing  the  timidity  of  the 
bird  in  que  tion.  Messrs.  A.  C.  Poole  and  R.  C. 
Blundell  had  s  >me  days'  fishing  on  the  Itchen  with 
poor  resu  ts.  Several  members  had  fi-heJ  the  Lam- 
bourn.  The 'ewQs  a  strong  showofgrannomon  Satur- 
day, but  half  a  gale  was  blowing.  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters 
took  several  brace  of  small  trout  and  a  b  g  grayling 
(returned) ;  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  a  sizeable  trout, 
and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  one  takeable  fish  and  a  I  lb.  loz. 
grayling  (latter  put  back).  A  letter  from  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  was  read,  stating  that  any  members  of  the 
Pisciti  rial  Soc'ety  would  be  cordially  welcomed  by 
the  Weybridge  Angling  Associati  «n  at  a  bait-casting 
tournament  for  acouraiy  and  distance,  which  will 
be  held  at  St.  James's  School  playground,  Portmore- 
road,  Weybridge,  commencing  at  2.30  p.m.  on 
May  25.  There  will  be  one  or  more  competitions 
for  visitors;  probably  with  loz.  baits.  Any  members 
wishing  to  compete  should  let  Mr.  C.  E.  Brlggs, 
Holmwood,  Monument-hdl,  Weybridge,  have  their 
names  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Wheeley  wiU  ba 
p  eased  to  forward  tickets  of  admission.  Mr.  K.  G. 
BriJgman  preseated  to  the  library  at  the  head- 
quarte.s,  Newbury,  thirty-four  volumes  of  books, 
and  was  thanked  for  his  very  kind  gilt.  At  the 
forthcoming  Loch  Leven  competition  the  society 
will  be  represented  by  Dr.  A.  P.  Dewar  Head. — 
Hon.  Sec,  pro  tem. 
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must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Angling  Association  was  held  on  May  4  at 
the  headquarters.  The  balance-sheet  showed  that 
the  balance  in  hand  amounted  to  £74  lis.  lid. 
The  number  of  members  paid  up  on  last  quarter 
was  the  largest  since  the  formation  of  the 
association,  biace  last  quarter  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  143  members,  and  an  increase 
of  861  members  since  the  last  balance-sheet 
of  December  of  last  year.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the 
president  of  the  association,  who  presided  over  the 
meeting,  complimented  the  general  secretary  and 
the  association  for  the  sound  tinancial  position  they 
were  placed  in,  as  a  more  satisfactory  issue  of  things 
has  not  been  placed  before  the  members  for  some 
years  past.  Trout  fishermen  are  now  on  good  terms 
with  themselves.  As  we  are  now  having  some  grand 
weather — "  all  sunshine  " — this  should  make  the  fish 
rise,  and  good  catches  should  be  recorded.  The 
Severn  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  high  and 
very  much  discoloured,  but  from  the  time  of 
writing  the  rivers,  not  only  the  Severn,  but  the 
Teme  and  the  tributaries,  should  be  in  good 
order.  I  have  seen  some  grand  trout  up  to  61b.  in 
weight  on  sale  on  the  fish-stalls  at  our  leading  fish- 
shops  in  prime  condition,  that  have  been  caught  by 
the  net,  as  I  have  examined  a  few  of  them.  What 
a  silly  thing  for  people  who  have  good  trout 
fishing  to  have  to  send  fish  of  the  size  I  have 
mentioned  into  our  market  under  the  price 
of  the  common  plaice,  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
gentlemen  would  pay  and  go  any  distance  to  catch 
such  of  the  weight  I  have  mentioned.  The  great 
drawback  is  that  our  fishermen  are  very  chary  in 
giving  the  address  of  where  these  good  fish  come 
from.  All  our  members  are  waiting  and  watching 
for  the  opening  season,  and  putting  their  rods  and 
tackle  in  pickle,  and  looking  for  the  good  time 
coming. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

As  I  surmised  last  week,  the  streams  have  been 
in  good  order  for  fly,  but  the  weather  from  an 
angling  standpoint  is  wretched — one  bright  day 
succeeding  another,  and  trout  are  consequently  in 
a  very  "  teptious  "  way.  The  fact  is,  our  spring 
fishing  is  over  before  it  has  well  begun,  at  least  as 
to  the  lower  reaches  of  the  stream.  On  the  upper 
and  on  the  smaller  becks  there  is  plenty  of  time  yet 
for  good  day  fishing.  Windermere  has  now  run 
down  a  lot,  and  if  any  fishing  is  to  be  had  before 
the  advent  of  the  May  Fly  it  will  have  to  come  on 
apace.  Up  to  writing  things  are  very  quiet,  both 
amongst  trout  and  char  A  local  contemporary 
notes  the  capture  of  an  "estimated"  4|lb.  trout 
with  fly  at  the  Newby  Bridge  end  of  the  lake  by 
Mr.  McNaughton,  and  also  of  one  of  31b.  by  Mr. 
Buttersfield  while  trolling  for  char.  It  should  now 
be  worth  anyones  while  who  may  be  paying  the 
lake  a  visit  to  try  for  a  trout  at  "  dusking "  with 
the  trolHag  rod,  as  the  biggest  fish  are  invariably 
taken  by  these  means.  I  had  my  first  turn  out  for 
the  season  with  the  night  flies  on  Monday  last. 
There  was  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  sharp  rise, 
in  which  time  I  took  eleven,  and  then  all  was  over.' 
The  night  turned  bitterly  cold,  more  like  winter 
than  anything  else. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Good  sport  is  reported  from  the  Bollin,  best  trout, 
21b.  looz.  Idr.,  from  the  Weir  pool.  Keep  off  the 
growing  crops  is  the  last  notice  issued  by  the  com- 
mittee. Something  of  a  novelty  is  announced,  and 
consists  of  a  trip  by  canal  boat  to  such  a  favourite 
resort  as  Llanymynech.  Details  are  awaited  with  a 
certain  amount  of  curiosity.  Things  are  quiet  at 
Liverpool  in  actual  angling,  the  trout  only  competi- 
tions are  the  most  interesting.  There  is  also  rumours 
of  sea  fishmg  matches,  and  also  of  a  deputation  to 
Ireland  to  buy  stock  fish.  They  were  too  late,  the 
fish  beiug  too  far  advanced  in  their  nursery  duties 
to  bear  the  journey,  but  Jater  on  they  will  get  them 
no  doubt.  The  success  of  the  Wjndermere  Angling 
Association  must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  pro- 
moters, and  if  the  short  date  licences  are  issued 
additional  support  will  be  given  the  association. 
At  Warrington  the  fishing  rod  has  had  no  chance 
against  the  football  for  general  interest. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  little  bit  of  news  out  of  the  usual  course  comes 
from  Traftbrd  Park  Lake.  The  proprietor  of  the 
fishing  writes  that  on  Good  Friday  one  angler  got 
101b.,  and  last  Sunday  local  anglers  equalled  his 
catch,  of  good  roach.  Further,  the  anglers  tell 
him  the  fish  are  large  and  in  fine  condition, 
bemg  quite  clean.    Are  the  hands  of  such  anglers 


quite  clean  in  the  matter  ?  I  believe  I  can  see 
Drag  blushing  at  this  report.  The  reports  which 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other  papers  publish  of 
the  catches  in  Blagdon  reservoir  ought  to  stir  up 
our  city  rods  to  the  que-tion  of  our  reservoirs. 
There  is  fishing  for  all  the  lot  of  us,  and  within  a 
few  miles,  and  yet  we  go  on  grumbling  and  see 
other  corporations  granting  privileges  of  great  value. 
The  last  few  days  of  fine  weather  have  caused  a  few 
anglers  to  stir,  and  no  doubt  many  will  be  away  at 
the  week-end.  A  few  important  meetings  are 
notified  on  this  week  but  too  late  to  notice.  It  will 
put  all  our  locals  on  their  mettle  to  beat  Mr.  Malpass' 
297  trout  at  Lake  Vyrnwy. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  running 
in  beautifully  low  and  clear  volume,  the  bottom 
weed  was  growing  and  extending,  and  barbel,  chub, 
and  roach  were  making  for  the  spawning  giounds 
in  considerable  numbers.  But  the  season,  through 
the  cold  weather  experienced,  is  likely  to  be  a  late 
one.  A  few  trout  anglers  have  been  out  since  the 
despatch  of  my  last  notes,  and  odd  fish  of  good  size 
are  reported  to  have  been  caught  in  the  streams 
opposite  Wilford  Church.  Odd  specimens  have  also 
been  secured  at  the  mouths  of  the  Dover  Beck  and 
Greet,  by  the  tight-floating  process.  Sundry  brace 
have  been  creeled  on  the  tributaries  themselves. 
So  far  little  fly  fishing  appears  to  have  been  indulged 
in.  An  improvement  in  sport  may  be  looked  for 
with  warmer  weather  in  evidence.  Salmon  angling 
on  the  Trent  is  still  a  blank,  and  is  likely  to  be, 
though  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  big  fish  are  up. 
With  regard  to  my  statement  last  week  that  the 
fish  recently  taken  out  of  Kingston  lake  and  placed, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  in  the  Soar  in  the  Kegworth 
district,  as  a  present  to  the  Soar  Angling  Society  at 
Kegworth,  I  find  my  information  was  incorrect.  It 
would  seem  that  there  is  no  angling  society  at  Ke^^ 
worth.  The  fish  were  given  to  the  Loughborougli 
Society,  and  were  turned  in  their  waters  at  Lough- 
borough, whose  representatives  attended  the  netting 
operations,  which  were  under  the  sole  management 
of  Mr.  W.  P.  Woolley,  of  Kegworth.  Sorry  to  Mr. 
Woolley,  and  regret  I  was  misinformed  by  a  mutual 
friend.    Why  not  start  a  society  at  Kegworth  ? 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  last  week  the  rivers  have 
been  discoloured  and  out  of  condition,  and  a  cold 
N.E.  wind  has  been  blowing,  so  that  successful 
angling  has  been  out  of  the  question,  and  until 
the  present  week  commenced,  scarcely  a  rod  was 
out.  Since  Sunday  we  have  been  favoured  with 
bright  sunshine,  and  anglers'  hopes  are  rising.  The 
rivers  are  fining  down,  and  some  of  the  brooks  are 
in  capital  condition  ;  a  few  sportsmen  have  been 
after  the  trout,  and  some  nieei  specimens  captured. 
Mr.  Morris  had  three  and  a  half  brace  of  beauties, 
his  friend,  two  brace ;  others  had  two  each, 
and  should  the  present  fine  weather  continue,  the 
fly-fisherman  will  be  able  to  ply  his  cult  by  the  end 
of  the  week.  Salmon  fishing  has  improved,  and  the 
nets  caught  some  nice  fish  during  the  week,  and 
price  has  gone  down  to  2s.  per  pound.  No  great 
run  of  salmon  takes  place  in  the  Severn  this  month, 
as  a  rule,  but  the  condition  of  the  river  would  in- 
duce the  fish  to  ascend  this  season.  Anglers  here 
are  looking  anxiously  forward  to  the  twaite  fishing. 
There  is  generally  a  fair  run  of  them  about  the 
middle  of  this  month,  and  they  give  capital  sport. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  continues  to  yield  very  little  sport 
to  local  anglers.  On  May  6  the  Amalgamation  waters 
at  Husthwaite  were  tried  with  but  poor  results.  A 
rodsman  who  devoted  twelve  hours  to  his  favourite 
pastime  was  rewarded  with  a  solitary  fish.  Angling 
for  eels  in  the  Foss  nearer  home  has  proved  a  more 
agreeable  pastime,  some  fairly  good  catches  being 
made. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  assumed  a  seasonable  aspect  at 
last,  and  sport,  generally  speaking,  has  shown  much 
improvement,  especially  in  the  larger  rivers  and 
lakes.  Salmon  have  been  in  better  rising  mood, 
especially  in  the  southern  waters,  and  many  fine 
fellows  have  been  landed  during  the  past  week. 
Brown  trout  have  been  very  good  on  all  the  principal 
Munster  lakes.  Sea-trout  have  not  yet  afforded 
much  sport,  but  on  Waterville  Lake  a  few  fish  of 
this  description,  weighing  between  31b.  and  51b., 
have  been  had.  Peal  are  arriving,  but  not  in  big 
numbers  so  far  at  any  station.  Sea  angling  is 
now  in  full  swing  at  nearly  all  the  principal 
stations  on  the  southern  and  south-western  coasts. 
Pollack  have  afforded  fine  sport — the  takes  varying 
from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen  to  each  rod,  daily,  on 
the  Kerry  shores.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous  on 
the  shores  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  where  several  fleets 
of  fishing  smacks  have  had  large  takes  of  those 


fish.  The  lobster  fisheries,  so  far,  have  not  been  as 
successful  as  usual,  but  are  showing  better  results 
at  time  of  writing. 

North  op  Ireland. 
Anglers  are  praying  lustily  for  rain,  and  plenty  of 
it,  to  raise  and  freshen  up  the  rivers,  as  they  are 
mostly  low  and  clear,  whilst  small  streams  are 
mere  tiickles  at  the  mercy  of  the  poachers,  who  are 
by  no  means  bashful  in  taking  advantage  of  this 
state  of  affairs.  A  case  of  alleged  seiious  pollution 
of  a  fine  trout  stream  in  co.  Antrim  is  leported.  If 
the  manufacturers  are  permitted  to  cjntinue  the 
work  of  destruction  unchejked,  there  will  soon  be 
no  trout  left  in  two  of  the  Antrim  rivers. 


ilofes  from  iifc  Wottf^, 


A  GENERAL  revival  in  angling  circles  has  set  in  all 
oyer  the  north,  and  May  piomiseswell  in  the  mean- 
time.   Plenty  of  water  and  plenty  of  fish. 

Mr.  Cooper,  Craigiebuckler,  has  been  having  some 
fine  sport  on  the  Ijwer  Culter  water.  He  has  been 
among  the  finnook  and  sea-trout  daily. 

Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  has  had  a  right  good 
time  of  it  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  and  has  been 
exceedingly  fortunate  as  regards  both  weather  and 
fish. 


Captain  Quintin  Dick  has  not  had  a  blank  day  on 
the  Woodend  Dee  water  during  the  past  three  weeks. 
Already  his  season's  score  is  a  long  way  over  the 
century. 


Miss  Evans  had  a  salmon  of  221b.  last  week  on 
the  Shin,  and  on  the  following  day  another  of  231b. 

Lord  Penrhyn's  two  keepers  on  the  Cairnton  Dee 
water,  from  Monday  till  Thursday  last  week,  creeled 
fifty  salmon  between  them. 


Captain  Byres-Leake  and  the  other  rods  on  the 
Inchmailo  Dee  water  left  on  Saturday  after  a  most 
successful  spring. 


Anglers  are  now  getting  good  sport  on  the  Braemar 
section  of  the  Dee.  Mr.  Ratcliffe  and  Captain 
Armitage  are  angling  from  the  Invercauld  and  Fife 
Arms  Hotels  respectively. 


The  Logie,  Jeannie,  Blue  Charm,  and  Sherbrook 
are  the  taking  flies  on  the  Dee  just  now  —  the 
smallest  sizes,  of  course. 


So  me  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are  daily  made  on 
the  Don,  Deveron.  and  earlier  reaches.  Two  on 
Saturday,  on  the  Kintore  burgh  (free)  water,  scaled 
141b.  and  14^1b.  respectively.  All  got  in  a  few 
hours,  and  all  to  the  fly,  chiefly  the  March  3rown. 

Mr.  Somerton,  Mr.  Hardy  (Alnwick),  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnstone,  and  Captain  Sandpark  are  angling  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  Dee  waters  just  now  with  very  fair 
succe-s. 


The  supplies  of  salmon  on  the  east  coast  are  daily 
getting  better.  Prices  fell  considerably  on  Monday 
this  week,  and  will  continue  now  as  the  grilse 
increases.  Many  of  the  larger  fish  are  "  claw 
marked,"  showing  the  presence  of  seals  on  the  coast 
in  larger  number  than  usual.       Special  Scotch. 


NEW  ILLUSTRATED  GUIDES  FOR  • 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 


Under  the  title  of  "  Country  and  Seaside  Holi- 
days," the  Midland  Company  again  publish  their 
annual  guide  to  the  numerous  holiday  resorts  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  the  North  of  Ireland,  to 
which  access  is  given  by  their  lines  and  connections. 
The  principal  feature  of  the  book  is  the  comorehen- 
sive  list  of  apartments  available  in  seaside  and 
country  districts,  which,  compiled  from  very  reliable 
sources,  simplifies  the  difficulties  often  experienced 
in  deriding  where  to  take  the  family  for  the  hoUdays. 
The  acquisition  by  the  Midland  Company  of  the 
North  of  Ireland  railways,  and  the  advent  of  their 
new  powerful  steamers  between  Heysham  and 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  and  Heysham  and  Belfast, 
will  probably  have  the  result  of  largely  increasing 
the  number  of  visitors  to  those  health  resorts  to 
which  considerable  space  is  devoted  in  the  guide. 
The  book  is  furnished  with  an  attractive  cover  by 
Lewis  Baumer,  and  is  more  replete  with  half  tone 
illustrations  than  is  usual  in  this  class  of  literature. 
A  postcard  to  any  Midland  district  superintendent 
or  station-master  will  ensure  a  free  copy. 
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"  The  world  is  too  much  with  us,  late  and  soon 
Getting  and  spending,  we  lay  waste  our  powers. 
Little  we  see  in  nature  that  is  ours  ; 
We  have  given  our  hearts  away,  a  sordid  boon  ! 
The  sea  that  bares  her  bosom  to  the  moon  ; 
The  winds  that  will  be  howling  at  all  hours. 
And  are  upgathered  now  like  sleeping  flowers  ; 
For  this,  for  everything,  we  are  out  of  tune." 

 WOKDSWOETH. 


A  POLICE-CONSTABLE  On  duty  in  New-street  about 
six  o'clock  this  morning  (May  3),  says  the  Birming- 
ham Daily  Mail,  was  considerably  startled  by  a 
loud  explosion,  followed  by  the  breaking  of  glass. 
The  sound  came  from  the  direction  of  Worcester- 
street,  and  proceeding  there  the  officer  found  that  a 
plate-glass  window  in  the  premises  of  the  Compleat 
Angler  Company  had  been  shattered,  and  a  number 
of  tish  were  wriggling  about  the  roadway.  It  appears 
that  some  time  ago  the  company  placed  in  the  window 
a  large  tank,  constructed  to  hold  about  one  and  a 
half  tons  of  water,  in  which  were  placed  a  number  of 
zebra  and  rainbow  trout,  ranging  from  1  lb.  to  2ilb. 
in  weight.  The  sides  of  the  tank  were  composed  of 
glass  five-eighths  of  an  inch  thick.  From  some  cause 
which  at  present  remains  a  mystery,  the  tank  burst, 
the  thick  glass  was  precipitated  through  the  window, 
and  the  water  carried  the  hsh  with  it.  Fortunately 
there  was  no  oas  near  the  premises  at  the  time,  or 
serious  injuries  might  have  been  sustained  from  the 
flying  glass.  As  it  wag  the  water  rapidly  disappeared 
down  the  nearest  drain,  and  the  trout  were  left 
stranded.  A  humane  passer-by  who  arrived  on  the 
scene  immediately  after  the  accident,  picked  them 
up  and  put  them  in  the  adjoining  horse- trough,  but 
unfortunately  three  died  "from  injuries  received." 
Though  the  cause  of  the  accident  is  unexplained, 
that  there  was  no  extia  pressure  of  water  seems 
clear  from  the  fact  that  the  level  was  well  below  the 
overflow  pipe. 


Whex  the  Boats  Come  Home. 

There's  light  upon  the  sea  to-day. 

And  gladness  on  the  strand ; 
Ah !  well  ye  know  that  hearts  are  gay 

When  sails  draw  nigh  the  land ! 
We  followed  tbem  with  thoughts  and  tears, 

Far,  far  across  the  foam ; 
Dear  Lord,  it  seems  a  thousand  years 

Until  the  boats  come  home  ! 

We  tend  the  children,  live  our  life 

And  toil  and  mend  the  nets  ; 
But  is  there  ever  maid  or  wife 

Whose  faithful  heart  forgets  ? 
We  know  what  cruel  dangers  lie 

Beneath  the  shining  foam, 
And  watch  the  changes  in  the  sky 

Until  the  boats  come  home. 

There's  glory  on  the  sea  to-day. 

The  sunset  gold  is  bright ; 
Methought  I  heard  a  grandsire  say, 

"At  eve  it  shall  be  light!" 
O'er  waves  of  crystal  touched  with  fire, 

And  flakes  of  pearly  foam, 
We  gaze  and  see  our  heart's  desire — 

The  boats  are  coming  home. 

— Sarah  Do0dney  in  "The  Waterman." 


A  GREAT  effort  is  being  made  to  raise  up  £500  to 
clear  the  debt  of  St.  Winifred's  Hall,  Rotherhithe, 
where  hundreds  of  youths  are  helped  in  life,  and  so 
a  Dickens  Bazaar  will  be  held  on  May  17,  18,  and 
19,  to  be  opened  by  the  Mayor  of  Ipswich  and 
others. 


The  twenty-second  annual  dinner  of  the  Green- 
wich Angling  Society  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
next.  May  17,  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Greenwich. 
Covers  will  be  lifted  at  7.30  p.m.,  and  President 
G.  H.  Dow.-ett  will  occupy  the  chair.  This  "  annual  " 
is  always  looked  forward  to  by  a  large  number  of 
anglers  with  avidity,  and  those  intending  to  be 
present  should  lose  no  time  in  communicating  with 
the  indefatigable  secretary,  J.  Dryden. 

*  *  *■  tr.  If. 

A  few  hours  after  receiving  an  invitation  to  be 
present  at  Greenwich  on  Wednesday,  May  17,  at 
7.30  p.m.,  another  reception  and  dinner  card  arrived 
from  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Highbury 
A.S.,  who  sends  me  a  command  to  be  present 
"  at  my  peril,"  etc.,  at  the  same  time  and  on  the 
same  date  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Tottenham 
Court-road,  when  the  thirty-seventh  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  imder  the  presidency  and  vice- 
presidency  of  Messrs.  F.  J.  Hudd  and  P.  J.  Jagels. 
I  shall  ask  Sir  Roche  Boyle's  bird  how  I  can  manage 
to  be  present  at  two  such  pleasant  functions  at  once. 


It  is  with  the  deepest  regreb  that  I  have  to 
announce  the  death  of  Mr.  Walter  Dineen,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society.  _  Mr.  Dineen,  on  Saturday  morning  last, 
was  taking  part  in  a  trial  spin  with  some  of  his 
fellow  members  of  the  Printers'  Assistants'  Rowing 
Club,  when,  without  a  moment's  warning,  the  boat 
was  overturned,  and  although  the  two  others  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  ashore,  Mr.  Dinaen  was  drowned. 
The  accident  happened  close  to  Hungerford  Bridge 
at  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  mornini;.  I  received 
this  communication  from  "The  Lychnob'tes "  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  up  to  which  time  the  body 
had  not  been  recovered. 


Those  interested  in  the  grayling  and  the  method 
of  angling  for  it  with  fly  only,  should  get  the  second 
and  enlarged  edition  of  Mr.  Rolt's  "  Grayling  Fish- 
ing in  South  Country  Streams."  which  will  be 
published  on  Monday  next.  May  15.  It  is  the  most 
important  and  complete  monograph  on  the  fish  in 
existence,  and  contains  all  a  grayling  fisherman 
ought  to  know.  As  the  book  runs  to  nearly  200 
pages,  and  is  illustrated  with  eight  full-page  views, 
etc.,  and  as,  too,  it  is  written  by  so  competent  an 
authority  as  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  it  is  sure  to  be  both  instructive  and 
interesting  to  any  grayling  fisher.  For  further 
particulars  see  advertisement  on  page  iv. 


Gammer  Grundy^s  Grid, 

There  is  no  need  to  tell  my  age, 

I  wear  a  yellow  turban ; 
My  views  which  I  consider  sage 

Some  people  style  Suburban. 

I  know  my  neighbour  Nibbs's  cat 

Had  a  quintette  of  kittens. 
His  daughter  has  a  hideous  hat. 

And  her  mamma  wears  mittens. 

Old  Mrs.  Rook  has  lost  her  cook. 

She  left  last  Sunday  morning. 
And  with  her  a  month's  wages  took, 

I'm  told  in  lieu  of  warning. 

Barwan  Gobang  who  uses  slang. 

And  frequently  the  bottle. 
Goes  whistling  "  Wein  weib  und  Gesang  !  " 

And  threats  his  wife  to  throttle,  j 

Miss  Flora  Flash  who  cuts  a  dash 

Behind  a  pair  of  ponies,  ' 
I  know  is  very  short  of  cash. 

And  quarrels  with  her  cronies. 
Sir  Brian  Bee,  her  sole  trustee, 

Who  pays  the  rent  and  taxes, 
Has  lately  stopped  supplies  you  see. 

And  wroth  exceeding  waxes. 

Tom  Turtle  and  his  silly  wife 

Are  worst  of  wicked  sinners, 
Their  chiefest  joys  are  theatre  life 

And  Trocadero  dinners. 

Now,  lastly,  to  protest  I  beg 

Against  an  outrage  recent. 
There's  Dragnet  with  an  old  cork  leg 

Positively  indecent. 

The  minister  I  love  to  hear, 

The  Rev'rend  Rowland  Thunder, 

Shall  shake  their  souls  with  dismal  fear 
Of  punishment  down  under. 

Ah  me  !  this  is  a  wicked  world. 

It  sets  awry  my  turban, 
'Tis  time  that  I  my  wings  unfurl'd, 

And  fled  the  scene  Suburban. 

— GOOSESTEP. 


The  following  story  is  given  by  the  Railway 
Magazine,  on  the  authority  of  an  officer  of  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railway :^ — "I  remember  one 
case  where  we  had  a  signal  that  was  persistently 
out  of  order  at  night.  There  was  no  trouble  with 
it,  to  speak  of,  in  the  daytime,  but  it  was  nothing 
unusual  for  perhaps  three  trains  every  night  to 
report  this  one  disc  signal  stopping  them.  The  signal- 
man, when  he  came  round  in  the  morning,  could 
not  find  any  trouble,  as  everything  was  working 
beautifully.  There  is  a  funny  side,  you  know,  in 
every  business,  and  this  developed  into  an  unusual 
state  of  affairs.  The  ordinary  signal  case  is  a  sort 
of  banjo  shape  and  attached  to  a  post  set  in  the 
ground.  It  seems  that  in  this  particular  case  there 
was  a  little  opening.  The  birds  got  in  there — the 
English  sparrows — and  they  found  this  counter- 
weight a  most  excellent  place  to  roost ;  they  went 
through  this  opening  and  perched  upon  this 
counterbalance,  and,  of  course,  they  entirely  upset 
the  balance  of  the  machine  and  kept  it  in  one  posi- 
tion all  night.  That  is  a  thing  you  would  hardly 
ever  see.  This  device  operates  by  gravity — that  is, 
when  the  current  leaves  it,  it  drops  of  its  own 
weight.  But  we  hardly  took  into  account  the  fact 
that  birds  would' use  it  as  a  roosting-place." 


The  Belle  steamers  commence  their  sailings  from 
Fresh  Wharf,  London  Bridge,  with  a  couple  of 
opening  iims  on  Saturday,  May  20,  and  Sunday, 
May  21,  to  Southend,  Clacton,  and  Walton,  and 
ba?k  the  same  day;  and  the  7 egular  daily  service 
will  be  resumed  on  Saturday,  May  27,  and  will  con- 
tinue throughout  the  season. 


Paterfamilias  (who  has  just  rung  up  the  cal 
office  and  has  his  attentioa  diverted  by  his  little 
daughter):  "Hullo,  dear,  coming  to  kiss  me 
good-night  ?  "  Voice  of  female  telephone  clerk 
(severely) :  "  I  beg  your  pardon." — Punch. 


The  service  by  the  Harwich  route  between 
London  and  Liege  has  been  greatly  accelerated. 
Passengers  leaving  Liverpool  stieet  station  at  8.40 
p.m.  will  be  due  at  Liege  at  noon  the  following  day. 
Dining  and  breakfast  cars  will  be  attached  to  the 
boat  trains  between  Liverpool-street  Station  and 
Parkeston  Quay,  Harwich.  By  this  service  pas- 
sengers are  enabled  to  enjoy  a  night's  i est  and  break- 
fast on  the  steamer  before  landing  at  Antwerp. 
Through  carriages  will  run  Irom  alongside  the 
steamer  to  Liege  and  vice  versa.  The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  has  also  arranged  for 
cheap  return  tickets,  available  for  seven  days,  in 
connection  with  the  exhibition,  which  will  enable 
passengers  to  break  their  journey  at  Brussels. 


The  Dog's  Cold  Nose. 

When  Noah,  perceiving  'twas  time  to  embark, 
Desired  the  creatures  to  enter  the  Ark, 
The  Dog  with  a  friendliness  truly  sublime 
Assisted  in  herding  them.    Two  at  a  time 
He  drove  in  the  Elephants,  Zebras,  and  Gnus 
Until  they  were  packed  like  a  boxful  of  screws — 
The  Cat  in  the  cupboard,  the  Mouse  on  the  shelf. 
The  Bug  in  the  crack.    Then  he  backed  in  himself  ; 
But  such  was  the  lack  of  available  space 
He  couldn't  tuck  all  of  him  into  the  place  ; 
And  so,  though  the  rivers  rushed  over  the  plain. 
And  down  from  the  heavens  fell  blankets  of  rain, 
He  stood  with  his  muzzle  thrust  out  through  the 
door 

The  whole  forty  days  of  that  terrible  pour  ! 
Because  of  which  drenching,  the  Sages  unfold. 
The  nose  of  a  healthy  Dog  always  is  cold. 

— Arthur  Guiterman. 


Pat  :  "  Phwat  a  wonderful  world  we  live  in, 
anyway."  Mike:  "Yes,  but  for  why?"  Pat: 
"  Haven't  you  noticed  that  in  New  Yorruk  they're 
putting  all  the  elevated  roads  underground  ?  " — 
Life. 


My  "friend"  is  at  it  again!  "This  is  not  an 
advertisement."  No  doubt  you  will  remember  that 
on  account  of  the  limited  space  at  my  disposal  I 
was,  last  week,  compelled  to  break  off  in  the  middle 
of  my  musical  announcement  quite  in  the  approved 
style  of  the  blood-curdling  serials  that  emanate 
from  the  purlieus  of  Fleet-street.  The  night  follow- 
ing the  remarkable  fishy  incident  my  band  had 
run  through  some  minor  pieces,  such  as  the  "  Lost 
Chord,"  to  which  I  had  contributed  a  cornet 
obligato,  etc.,  etc.,  and  had  just  started  on  the 
opening  bars  of  that  pathetic  ballad,  "  Grandfather's 
Clock,"  when  a  dismal  howl  was  heard  outside.  I 
flew  to  the  window,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  a 
knot  of  ribald  youths  had  gathered  on  the  pave- 
ment and  were  shouting,  "  Oh,  dem  golden  kippers  " 
— to  my  horror  and  the  disgust  of  the  neighbours. 
I  immediately  dismissed  the  instrumentalists — by 
the  back  door. 

*  •  *  »  * 

The  followirig  evening  passed  without  incident, 
with  this  exception :  a  friend's  dog  did  its  utmost 
to  rival  the  B(>  clarionet,  and  whined  in  the  most 
ap'proved  style  for  fully  an  hour.  Oh,  music, 
thy  charms  are  great !  and  thousands  of  admirers 
worship  at  thy  shrine;  but  there  are  exceptions, 
and  among  them  the  landlord.  He  is  a  man  devoid 
of  soul.  His  remarks  were  brutal.  I  expostulated, 
but  to  no  purpose.  He  said,  "Rent!  rent!  hang 
the  rent! — clear."  This  was  most  disconcerting, 
and  to  cover  my  chagrin  I  suggested  that  he 
should  go  and  drown  himself  in  "  Beer,  beer,  glorious 
beer  !  "  He  rushed  at  me  like  a  mad  bull,  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  intervention  of  the  trombone 
player,  who  repelled  him  with  a  mighty  blast,  the 
greatest  of  impresarios  would  now  have  been 
limping  on,  and  not  chortling,  "  TJie  Cork  Leg." 
To  the  average  man  this  would  have  spelt  disaster, 
but  not  so  to  the  world- renowned  entertainer,  whose 
vision  of  the  "  Jottings  by  the  Way  "  Musical  Bureau 
looms  largely  in  the  near  future,  and  the  baton  once 
more  wielded  by  the  Invincible  Impresario, 

Dragnet.  '| 
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ANSWERS  TO  OORRESPONDENTS. 

Will  "  G.  N.,"  who  seat  a  letter  to  the  Editor, 
"  Be  FUes  on  Gut  Drawing,"  kindly  send  his  address, 
as  there  are  several  letters  awaiting  him. 

"  C.  B.  C." — The  minimum  size  of  trout  to  be 
taken  in  the  Thames  is  sixteen  inches. 

D.  Jones. — The  fish  you  sent  u3  is  a  gudgeon. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TARPON  AND  OTHER  FISHING  IN  JAMAICA. 

Dear  Sib, — I  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  December  10,  1904,  which  I  think  in 
justice  to  the  game  fish  of  Jamaica  should  be 
refuted.  The  letter  was  quoted  in  your  "  Occasional 
Notes." 

I  am  writing  in  the  name  of  the  following  game 
fish — my  personal  acquaintances  :  Tarpon,  barra- 
couta,  bony  fish,  snook,  jack,  and  the  little  moun- 
tain mullet. 

The  author  of  the  letter  attached  is,  no  doubt,  a 
keen  fisherman,  but,  like  many  others,  he  appears  to 
have  had  "  no  luck." 

My  experience  of  three  months  dating  from 
November,  1904,  may  not  be  worth  much ;  hut^ 
such  as  it  is,  here  it  is. 

I  know  of  no  book  on  the  fish  of  Jamaica— I 
wish  I  did.  Mr.  Gregg  has  written  a  book  on  the 
game  fish  of  Florida,  nearly  all  of  which  are  found 
here.  His  book  is  a  model  of  a  semi-scientific 
sportsman's  book,  and  anyone  intending  to  fish  here 
cannot  do  better  than  get  this  book,  pubhshed  by 
the  Matthews  Northup  Works,  Buffalo  and  New 
York. 

la  his  book  he  gives  descriptions  of  the  following 
game  fish,  which  I  have  myself  caught  here,  within 
tweaty-five  miles  of  Kingston. 

1.  Tarpon  Atlanticue,  or  tarpon,  called  by  the 
local  fishermen  trapon,  with  the  best  Frenca  pro- 
nunciation one  can  muster.  Many  fishermen  know 
it  by  no  other  name,  and  don't  know  it  if  you  called 
it  tarpon. 

2.  Elops  saurus,  or  bony  fish,  called  by  the  fisher- 
men here  John  Marrigle,  or  letters  which  spell  a 
word  that  sounds  like  this  :  accent  on  the  "rig." 

3.  Sphyraneana  barracuda,  or  barracouta. 

4.  Caranx  hippos,  or  jack. 

5.  Centropomua  undecimalis,  or  snook,  very 
common. 

I  have  caught  all  the  above,  and  have  reliable 
information  that  the  following  are  quite  common 
also  : — 

J,  6.  Albula  vulpea,  or  bone  fish. 

L  7.  Oymnoaooia  alliterata,  or  bonito. 

S.  Scombermorus  caralla,  or  king  fish. 
:  i).  Scomhermorua  maculates,  or  Spanish  mackerel. 

10.  Caranx  crysoa,  or  ctevalle. 

All  the  above  grow  large,  except  the  Spanish 
mackeiel  and  crevalle,  of  which  a  51b.  fish  is  a  big 
one. 

I  feel  sure  that  before  I  leave  this  place  I  will 
come  across  my  old  Bermuda  friend,  Seriola 
Lalandi,  or  amber  jack,  up  to  1001b.,  and  a  game 
one  to  boot. 

However,  I  can  find  no  one  yet  who  knows  him. 
To  these  must  be  added  the  Callipeeva,  hog-nosed 
mullet  and  mountain  mullet,  whose  scientific  names 
I  can't  find  out. 

I  leave  out  all  the  snapper  tribe,  etc. ;  though 
they  are  all  fairly  game,  they  do  not  come  into  that 
category  when  judged  by  a  man,  with  the  Salmo 
family  for  his  standard. 

The  Tarpon  or  Trapon. — Reams  might  be  written 
on  the  catching  of  this  game  fish.  First  and  fore- 
most, one  must  be  up  with  old  Omar,  when 
"Morning  in  the  bowl  of  night  has  flimg  the 
stone  that  puts  the  stars  to  flight,"  and  fish  on 
till  "  The  moon  of  heaven  is  rising  once  again." 

Sometimes  it  is  weary  work,  but  with  a  congenial 
companion  and  the  boat  moored  under  the  shade 
"f  the  mangroves,  the  time  passes  rapidly,  till  the 
mosquitoes  and  Sand  Flies  put  in  an  appearance. 

The  mosquito  is  not  so  "  game,"  shall  I  say,  as 
his  Indian  or  Burmese  cousin,  but  the  Sand  Fly — 
words  fail  me. 

There  is  a  knack  in  tarpon  fishing,  or  more 
accurately  in  tarpon  catching.  I  missed  my  first 
dozen  and  have  caught  my  last  four;  so  like 
anything  else  worth  doing  it  has  to  be  learned. 

I  have  caught  small  tarpon,  up  to  1  Jib.,  on  a  trout 
rod  with  a  fly ;  one  of  them  was  caught  in  the 
much  abused  Milk  river,  where,  a  few  days  after- 
wards, two  other  office  s  caught  twelve  in  an  hour 
with  a  fly. 

The  biggest  tarpon  I  have  seen  I  estimats  at 
601b.,  but  as  he  was  one  of  the  twelve  I  lost,  anglers  I 
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will  know  how  much  grano  salis  should  be  taken. 
The  biggest  I  have  caught  was  3ft.  Sin.  long  and 
weighed  251b.  He  was  taken  on  a  dead  mullet.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  generally  known  that  small  tarpon 
take  a  fly,  but  they  do,  and  do  it  readily  in  fresh 
or  brackish  water.  I  am  not  altogether  hopeless  of 
one  day  catching  a  big  one  on  a  salmon  fly.  I  have 
seen  them,  Uke  trout,  feeding  on  top  of  the 
water.  They,  however,  have  mouths  like  tanned 
shark  skin — hence  the  difficulty  of  hooking  them — 
and  they  have  scales  like  shark  skin,  to  the  power 
of  two,  hence  the  difficulty  of  gaffing  them.  They 
invariably  jump  when  first  they  feel  the  restraint 
of  the  line,  so  unless  they  are  well  hooked  oft'  they 
go.  Having  chosen  your  hook  to  suit  the  size  of 
your  bait  (an  important  point),  about  50ft.  of  line 
is  coiled  up  at  tho  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  bait  is 
thrown  out  by  hand  without  kinking  the  line, 
which  is  more  or  less  eanly  mastered.  Then  a  few 
feet  of  liose  line  is  coiled  out  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.   How  "few"  is  the  problem  ! 

A  tarpon  coming  along  will  sometimes  seize  the 
bait,  run  a  bit  with  it,  drop  it,  and  "  once  departed 
may  return  no  mo-e,"  or  he  may  come  back  again 
in  a  short  time  and  run  off  a2;ain  with  it. 

One  has  to  judge  entirely  by  the  pace  the  loose 
line  is  going  out  when  to  strike,  and  strike  one 
must ;  he  seldom  hooks  himself. 

The  time  to  strike  is  when  the  line  is  going  out 
so  boldly  that  you  judge  tha  fish  thinks  "  all  is  well " 
and  the  bait  is  "  good  food  for  tarpon."  A  second 
too  soon  or  too  late,  and  all  is  up.  After  the  fish 
has  had  three  runs,  and  two  series  of  leaps  (rather 
than  jumps),  if  he  is  still  on.  he — barring  accidents 
from  snags  and  mangrove  roots  and  rotten  lines — is 
yours ;  and  in  from  one  to  three  minutes  per  pound 
— according  to  where  the  fish  is  hooked — there  will 
be  a  dead  fish  instead  of  a  disappointed  fisherman 
in  the  boat.  My  host  tells  me  he  has  known  tarpon 
to  jump  after  being  hooked  three  hours. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  the  cnip  de  grdce.  No 
gaff  I  have  seen  will  gi  through  "  Atlanticus,  his 
scales."  I  gaffed  my  only  one  worth  gaffing 
through  the  lower  lip. 

I  have  seen  them  gaffed  under  the  gill  cover,  and 
have  heard  of  them  bsing  gaffed  through  the  eye, 
which  sounds  very  cruel. 

An  important  thing  is  to  let  go  the  mooring  ropes 
or  haul  up  the  anchor  directly  a  big  one — <ay  over 
201b. — is  hooked.  They  are  gentlemanly  fish,  and, 
unlike  the  big  sno^k,  never  snag  you  purposely. 
They  keep  well  to  the  centre  of  the  river.  As  to 
meeting  their  jumping  tacts,  I,  from  force  of  habit, 
treat  them  hke  sea-trout.  I  have  heard  it  advocated 
that  on  account  of  the  hardness  of  their  mouths,  a 
tight  line  should  always  be  held.  I  think  the  line 
would  be  certain  to  break  if  tight  and  a  "  high 
leaping"  fish  was  on.  However,  my  experience  is 
small.  If  old  "Atlanticus"  would  telephone  up 
the  line  when  he  was  going  to  jump,  one  could  be 
ready  for  him,  and  take  one's  fingers  off  the  brake. 
However,  with  a  big  fish  jumping  at  the  end  of 
one  hundred  yards  of  line,  and  mangroves  galore 
about,  one  gives  no  more  line  than  necessary,  and  a 
brake  is  almost  essential  on  the  reel. 

The  biggest  tarpon  I  have  heard  of  being  caught 
here  was  caught  by  a  friend  of  mine,  and  weighed 
871b.,  caught  also  on  a  dead  mullet.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  thei'e  are  much  larger  ones  to  be 
caught,  but  the  whole  subject  is  s  j  unexplored.  I 
am  told  that  there  are  not  a  dozen  local  people  that 
fish  except  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and  hardly 
anyone  takes  the  trouble  to  study  the  habits  of  the 
game  fish. 

The  whole  island  is,  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view,  terra  incognita,  or,  perhaps  more  correctly, 
mare  incognita ;  more  incorrectly  perhaps.  It  is  a 
long  time  since  I  was  at  school,  and  "the  sex 
problem  "  then,  even  as  now,  is  an  enigma  to  most  of 
us.  Boats  are  difficult  to  get,  bait  ditto,  shikarris 
are  non-existent. 

The  pelican,  an  ugly  brown  brute  here,  is  the 
only  shikarri  that  helps  one.  By  a  little  observa- 
tion, one  can  tell  from  their  manner  of  feeding  what 
they  are  after — anchovy,  trapon  fry,  or  whiteoait — 
and  what  they  are  feeding  on  the  fish  are  feeding 
on,  too ;  and  one  can  at  least  get  a  guide  as  to  what 
bait  to  try  and  get. 

To  go  back  to  Milk  river.  This  is  a  dour  river 
and  hard  to  fish,  as  it  is  generally  so  clear.  I  was 
there  four  days  and  caugnt  only  one  little  tarpon, 
•and  some  snook  on  a  fly.  The  river,  as  far  as  I 
could  see,  contains  tarpon  up  to  15Ib.  or  201b., 
snook  up  to  101b.  or  201b.,  and  callipeeva  up  to  101b. 
There  may  have  been  larger  fish  there.  There 
were  heaps  of  tarpon  there,  mostly  about  51b.  or 
6lb.,  but  nothing  would  tempt  them  when  we  were 
the-e. 

The  Callipeeva  is  a  game  fish  and  is  to  be  caught 
on  a  rod,  but  in  only  one  way.  My  companion,  who 
discovered  this  secret,  is  to  show  me  how,  some  day. 

The  Elops  saurus,  or  bony  fish,  or  big-eyed 
herring. — A  very  game  fish,  caught  on  banks  in 
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shallow  bays,  takes  a  trolling  bait,  I  have  heard 
and  would,  no  doubt,  take  a  fly. 

We  have  caught  them  with  tarpon  fry.  They  go, 
I  believe,  to  lOib.  The  biggest  I  saw  caught  was 
caught  by  my  host  and  weighed  4.Hb.  He  was 
caught  on  a  tarpon  rod,  and  took  out  fifty  yards  of 
line,  and  took  all  of  seven  minutes  even  then  to  get 
him  in,  besides  scoring  my  host's  fingers,  which  he 
was  using  as  a  brake.  Tnis  fish  ran  and  jumpel 
like  a  Shetland  sea-trout  caught  in  the  sea.  I  can 
praise  him  no  more. 

The  Barracouta  is  caught  with  live  or  dead  bait, 
or  trolling  in  the  creeks.  Tne  first  fish  I  had  on 
was  about  201b.  (unfortrmately  he  git  off).  I 
judged  his  weight  by  a  smaller  one  I  '-aught  direstly 
a'tervvards,  which  weighed  131b.  He  was  a  game 
fish,  an  i  on  being  hooked  ran  like  a  mahseer  and 
jumped  like  a  trout.  The  second  fish  did  not  jump 
at  all. 

J a"M. — I  have  only  caught  one  fair-sized  one, 
weight  101b.  Ho  was  a  very  strong  fish,  and  though 
I  had  him  on  a  tarpon  rod,  witn  a  brake  to  my 
reel,  I  was  ten  minutes  over  him.  and  I  was  in  a 
mighty  hurry,  as  the  pelicans  were  feeding  and  the 
taroon  were  about. 

The  Snnok. — -The  small  ones  up  to  51b.  take  a  fly 
like  a  trout,  but  cannot  be  comparel  to  anything 
of  the  Salmo  family  for  gameness,  except  a  very 
lazy  trout.  I  have  caught  many  tr-out  in  New 
Zealand,  however,  no  gamer  than  the  snook. 

The  Callipeeva  go  up  to  2r)lb.,  I  believe. 

The  hog-nosed  mullet  go  up  to  1  lb.  I  have  seen 
one  8Ib.    I  am  told  he  is  a  game  fish. 

Mountain  mullet,  up  to  2Jlb.,  are  only  to  be 
caught  with  a  bit  of  Avasado  pear,  worms,  cock- 
roach, or  sweetwood  berry,  fished  like  a  worm.  The 
smaller  ones  take  a  fly  readily,  and  are  mu^h  the 
same  size  as,  and  behave  when  hooked  in  the  same 
"  who'd-have-thought-it "  manner  as  the  Devon- 
shi  e  trout.  I  have  only  caught  two  mountain 
mullet  and  no  Devonshire  trout.  My  authority 
for  the  above  are  two  other  officers  who  fish  close 
by  here. 

On  the  whole,  I  consider  from  my  short  experi- 
ence here  that  fair  fly  fishing  and  good  bait  fishing 
are  to  be  got,  but  not  without  trouble,  and  certainly 
not  for  anglers  who  expect  not  everything  but  any- 
thing cut  and  dried  for  them.  Those  who  expect 
to  be  greeted  by  shoals  of  tarpon  with  "  M oritur i  te 
Salutant"  ha  I  better  stay  away  till  the  fishing  is 
more  explored. 

I  have  bean  told  that  up  to  three  years  ago  (till 
the  late  inspector  of  police,  Mr.  Wright,  arrived)  no 
one  in  the  i-Iand  fished  with  a  rod.  But  I  expect 
to  have  this  contradicted,  and  will  be  glad  if  it  is, 
as,  unlike  thoroughly  explored  countries,  the  more 
that  fish  the  more  will  be  known,  and  the  more 
caught,  at  first,  at  any  rate.  When  for  every 
angler  and  his  boat  here  there  are  one  hundred 
anglers  with  their  petroleum  launches,  this  place 
may  rival  Florida.  I  take  it  the  above  is  about 
the  proportion  of  anglers  in  the  two  places. 

Listen  to  Mr.  Gregg  on  the  subject  of  tarpon  in 
Florida,  the  recognised  paradise,  by  reputation  any- 
how, of  tarpon  anglers :  "  I  will  caution  you  by 
saying  that  tarpon  fishing  is  not  a  sure  thing,  for  I 
have  known  men  to  fish  a  month  and  get  none,  while 
others  will  catch  ten,  twenty,  and  even  more  dur  ng 
the  same  time.  There  seems  to  be  an  element  of 
luck  in  getting  the  '  strike.'  " 

Li -ten  ag  lin  :  "Probably  you  will  do  well  if  you 
go  to  the  places  I  mention,  and  fish  six  days  in  the 
week,  o  -  seven  if  you  want  to." 

Big  tarpon  must  be  here.  There  is  lots  of  food 
and  lots  of  what  I  may  call  cover,  for  want  of  a 
better  term.  My  host — one  of  the  best,  and  cer- 
tainly the  most  successful,  tarpon  anglers  here— 
tells  me  that  on  one  occasion  he  hooked  a  tarpon 
over  six  feet  long. 

My  militai  y  duties  have  not  allowed  of  me  getting 
leave,  except  at  week-ends,  bar  once.  I  hope  to 
get  leave  next  April,  and  if  I  can  get  the  where- 
withal together,  I  intend  to  go  home  and  lay  in  a 
stock  of  tackle  suitable  for  Jamaica  at  one  of  the 
London  shops.  I  bought  my  tackle  before  I  came 
out.  Some  at  Hardy's,  some  at  the  Stores,  some 
at  Farlow's,  soine  at  Carter's,  and  some  at  Von 
H  'fe.  New  York.  With  the  exception  of  the  rod, 
which  Hardy  built  to  my  snecial  design,  nothing 
was  quite  what  I  wanted,  though  it  was  what  I 
ordered  three  months  ago.  Polo  here  takes  a  good 
deal  of  my  spare  time,  which  otherwise  would  be 
devoted  t  >  fishing. 

There  is  no  shooting  worth  speaking  of  in  the 
tourist  season.  Later  on,  I  believe  the  pigeon  and 
duck  shooting  is  good;  but  where  in  the  world  is 
there  a  place  with  shooting  all  the  year  round,  and 
who  would  shoot  there  if  tnere  was ! 

What  I  have  seen  of  the  white-wing,  pea-dove, 
and  bald-pate  pigejn  flying,  I  take  it  they  will 
want  some  hitting.  This  I  hope  to  go  in  for  nejct 
July. 

Aa  "  evidence  of  good  faith  "  I  enclose  some  scales 
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AJJGLERS'   HOT3BJLS,   FISHII^Q   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROOK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.  Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS, 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Pishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "  Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilnielford. " 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION, 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

Bodorgnn,  Anglfftey,  N.W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TROUT 
LAXE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
River,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.  Boats  free  to 
visitors.  Fly,  Minnow,  or  b'ait.  Cuisine,  wines, 
&c.,  of  best  quality.  Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply.JoHN  H.  BiLLlNGE,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry . 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 
 P.  HEALY. 

BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BODORQAN,  R.S.O.,  ANGLESEY. 

FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  CORON.  Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.  Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.  Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.  Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &c.,  for 
hire.   Charges  modei  ate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address,  Manaoerbss. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TV   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Corou  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3(1.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,!.  J.  COTTRELL, 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FLSHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4.y.  7d.  per  day. 

Propkietor,  a.  heck. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  he  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railtvay,  2i  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  "accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

1  AND  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "Abbey  Vie'W," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 


The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  betv^een  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.  First-class  TROUT  FISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors;  also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  reno'wned  "  Owenea 
River "  at  5s.  per  day.  Golf  Links 
convenient.  Billiards.  Terms  moderate. 
Apply,  Pboprietob. 


"And  here  and  there  a  histy  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  RiverTeme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  theTenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  THOMA.S  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and 
Luby,  Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  hill  Lake. 

Twenty  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
■-'ishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers, 
'be  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  flsli— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM 
HOTEL,  which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  laid  out  in  the  country,  with  sanitary 
arrangements  perfect,  is  built  on  the  Mague, 
and  stands  central  to  all  the  others,  viz. 
Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles)! 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile), 
Lough  Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the 
Hotel  at  special  low  rates.  Boats  Frkk.  Tariff 
very  modei'ate.     T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor 


BLACK  FOREST. 

SCHOENAU  BADEN 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 


HOTEL  SONNE. 

With  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park. 
EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING, 


BIRCH  CLEAVE  (simonsbath). 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor.    Bracing  air  and 
fine  scenery. 
Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Barle,  part 

exclusive  right  and  free  to  Visitors. 
Comfortable  ftuarters,  Electric  Light,  Bathroom.  &o 
Terms  Moderate.      station  :  South  iioltou. 

Telegrams:     Bihch  Cj.kavk,  Stjionshath." 

THOMAS  ELWORTilY,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE. 

'pHE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.  Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tariff  from — 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

Post  town,  ASHBOURNE. 


WEST   OF  IRELAND.— Dapping  Season. 

KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib.  Every  convenience  ; 
free  Ashing  :  trout,  pike,  perch  ;  do  waste  of  time 
or  ear  hire  ;  daily  mail  ;  good  men  and  boats. 
Steamer  plying  between  Galway  and  Cong  calls 
at  landing  stage  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Hotel) 
twice  daily.— Write  for  terms  to  proprietor, 
Thomas  Murphy,  Kilbeg,  Headford,  Co.  Galway. 


WILD-BAD  (Black  Forest) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

HOTEL  DE  RUSSIE. 

Comfortable.    Moderate  Terms. 
Special  attention  paid  to  Anglers. 
Write  for  Prospectus. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING 

RECINA  HOTEL,  lllll. 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First-Class,       Clioicest  Position. 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


Read  Tliis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  Aoz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  oa 
application. 

Jolin  Wblte   &  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


ICELAND. 

Finest  Trout  and  Cfiar  Fishing  In  Europe. 

Season  :  JUNE-SEPTEMBER. 

For  Guides,  Ponies,  and  all  information  apply 
to  V.  FINSEN.  Address,  until  2Gth  May, 
Westend  7^  Copenhagen  ;  afterwards  Box  3-, 
Reykjavik,  Iceland.  Highest  English  ,  eferences. 


Now  Ready.  3s.6d.net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  AROUND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLICHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
'  Pishing  and  Travel  in  Spain  "  (5/-  net). 

U'cs(mins(er  Gazette.— "The  author  <l»a'e  with  ths 
Derbyshire  Streams  in  a  th  roughly  practical  fushiou, 
providing  just  tile  kind  of  information  fishermen  mostly 
need." 

London  :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Russell  Street. 


MUDIE'S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  IGs.Bd.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,     SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORO  ST.,  LONDON 

Branch  Offices^"^^^'  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Station. 


Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Eods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  In 

2)eut6cbe  ,  , 


Hnglerseitung, 

PdBLISHED  BY 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angline  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-UontUy.  Foreig^n  Annnal  Subscription,  m,  8. 

.  SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  NeuenburgerSt.  i4a. 
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from  my  last  tarpon,  woefully  injured  by  the  boy 
who  removed  them. — Yours  truly, 

G.  M.  HcTTTON  (Major). 
P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  three 
afternoons'  fishing  close  by  here.  The  first  after- 
noon my  host  lost  a  401b.  tarpon  after  having 
had  him  on  for  half  an  hour.  He  jumped  just  as 
the  line  fouled  the  reel,  and  a  36-thread  line  went 
like  packthread.  Afterwards  we  caught  two  small 
barracouta.  The  next  afternoon  I  lost  an  enormous 
£sh.  I  had  the  brake  on  too  hard,  and  he  broke 
me.  We  never  saw  the  fish,  but  he  was  big 
enough  to  tow  a  heavy  boat  and  three  people 
for  ten  minutes  or  so  before  he  broke  me.  Next 
afternoon  I  devoted  ts  fly  fishing  with  a  trout  rod 
in  a  stream  near  Spanish  Town.  I  got  many  rises 
and  "Secured  two  mountain  mullet,  one  about  |lb. 
to  lib.  and  one  ^Ib.  ta  |lb.  I  had  on  two  tarpon 
for  a  long  time,  one  216.  and  one  51b.  ;  both  got 
away  after  I  had  played  them  for  some  time. 
My  flies  were  made  ti  my  description  by  Farlow. 
I  had  them  made  too  big  and  too  heavy.  I  am 
now  ordering  smallsr  ones  with  similar  dressing. 

MESSRS.  HARDY'S  NEW  RODS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  obliged  for  your  very  kind 
notice  of  our  new  catalogue  in  your  issue  of  last 
week.  It  appears,  however,  that  on  one  or  two 
points  you  have  received  (presumably  from  the 
description  given)  a  wrong  impression  of  the  article?. 
We  refer  more  particula  ly  to  two  of  the  new  rods, 
"  Tournament  "  and  "  Paradox." 

Referring  to  the  first  of  these,  you  may  remember 
that  you  yourself  suggested  at  the  tournament  that 
a  rod  built  on  the  same  lines  of  balance,  but,  of 
course,  much  lighter,  would  make  an  admirable  dry 
fly  rod  of  practically  a  new  type.  This  has  been 
carried  out,  we  consider,  very  successfully  indeed. 
The  rod  is  by  no  means  as  heavy  as  you  would  imply, 
weighing  under  an  ounce  to  the  foot,  including  patent 
spear  and  butt  cap,  and  is  not  beyond  the  powers  of 
a<'airly  strong  wrijt  and  forearm.  The  only  connec- 
tion ic  hai  with  the  "  Tournament"  rod  lies  in  th) 
factthatitisexactly  similarin  balance.  Yourremark 
about  the  "  Tournament  "  rod,  with  which  our  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  won  the  professional  championship,  as 
practically  "the  top  of  a  I7ft.  or  18ft.  salmon  rod," 
is  greatly  over-stating  the  case,  as  the  joints  of  this 
rod  are  of  the  same  size  as  an  ordinary  12;t.  trout 
rod.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  some  5ft.  to  6ft. 
diPference  ;  but  it  is  a  difference. 

Now,  to  refer  to  the  "  Paradox  "  Mahseer  rod. 
Anyone  conversant  with  Mahseer  fishing  knows  that 
such  a  rod  aa  is  here  described  is  one  of  the  most 
suitable.  This  rod  is  no  mere  experiment,  as  many 
Indian  sportsmen  who  have  used  them  will  tell  vou, 
that  the  "  Hi-Regan  "  and  it  are  absolutely  the  two 
best  rods  for  this  class  of  work  known. 

In  referring  to  our  new  patent  "  Ocean  "  Reel, 
you  havo  evidently  got  hold  of  the  wrong  end  of 
the  lever,  as  this  reel  is  in  no  way  similar  to  any 
existing  type.  But  this  is  a  matter  we  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  trouble  your  readers  about. 

To  refer  to  the  matter  of  the  improved  "  Wobbler," 
originally  given  to  us  by  the  late  Earl  Cairns,  you 
are  aware  that  the  copy  of  the  catalogue  which  you 
received  was  one  of  an  advanced  and  imperfect  lot, 
and  contained  errors,  which  have  since  been  recti- 
fied, this  among  the  number. 

We  can  only  add  that  should  you  or  any  of  your 
readers,  who  are  interested,  find  time  to  go  to 
Earl's  Court,  they  will  kindly  examine  the  rods  to 
which  we  have  called  attention  and  satisfy  them- 
selves.— Yours  truly.  Hardy  Brothers. 

[Very  sorry  if  I  have  done  Messrs.  Hardy  any 
injustice;  the  rod  I  said  I  hoped  they  would  repro- 
duce in  lighter  form  was  one  I  saw  at  their  stand  at 
the  Crystal  Palice,  not  the  rod  with  which  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  won  the  trout  fly  casting.  Perhaps  the 
description  in  the  catalogue  was  not  quite  correct. 
— Ed.J 


'     FLIES  WITH  PHOSPHORESCENT  FUR. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  most  of  your  angling  friends 
and  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  always 
interested  in  anything  new  in  ths  hne,  we  thought 
it  worth  our  while  to  draw  your  attention  to  our 
new  fiies.  The  principal  feature  is  the  fur  of  which 
they  are  dressed.  This  fur  has  the  peculiarity  of 
being  luminous  or  phosphorescent  in  darkness, *and 
of  a  dazzling  and  sparkling  nature  in  daylight  or 
sunshine,  and  from  that  you  will  notice  it  possesses 
a  most  fascinating  luie  for  either  salmon,  sea-trout, 
or  brown  trout.  We  enclose  you  a  few  samples  of 
the  flies,  alsa  a  piece  of  the  skin  with  the  fur  on 
which  these  flies  are  dressed  from,  and  on  dipping 
same  in  water  you  will  at  once  see  the  special 
properties  of  the  flies,  and  their  most  wonder- 
ful appearance.  Nothing,  as  far  as  we  are 
aware,  has  ever  been  produced  in  artificial  flies 
before  of  the  same  nature,  and  under  these  civcura- 

I 


stances  we  think  it  will  interest  many  of  your 
readers.  These  flies  have  been  protected  by  patent 
rights,  and  we  hold  the  sole  right  of  sale  and  manu- 
facture. Many  of  our  expert  fly  fishers  in  this 
neighbourhood  pronounce  these  flies  as  the  best  and 
most  killing  flies  they  have  ever  used.  We  are 
dressing  these  in  all  the  well-known  patter.-is,  both 
on  eyed  hooks  and  guttel.  The  fesler.j  and  hackles 
are  made  of  the  special  fur,  which  we  think  quite 
sufficient  to  make  the  flies  irresistible,  and  very 
deadly  for  all  manner  of  fresh  water  angling. 

We  also  intend  to  make  all  manner  of  salmon 
flies,  got  up  on  similar  and  other  lines.  We  should 
be  glad  to  have  your  valued  opinion  on  these  flies, 
and  perhaps  you  may  be  good  enough  to  bring 
th'^se  before  your  readers  in  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — 
We  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

John  R.  Gow  and  Sons. 

[Parts  of  the  fur  which  Messrs.  Gow  send  is 
wonderfully  iridescent  when  seen  in  water  in  a 
glass.  In  the  small  flies  sent  the  quantity  of  fur 
which  can  be  used  for  legs  or  tail  is  so  small  that 
the  effect  of  the  iridescence  is  very  weak.  With  all 
deference  to  Messrs.  Gow,  I  must  say  that  I  think 
the  golden  pheasant  crest  and  the  metallic  bronze- 
blue-green,  etc.,  commin  to  peacock  and  many 
other  feathers,  answer  every  purpose  when  we  want 
to  imitate  metallic  -  coloured  beetles.  Luminous 
paint  was  tried  many  years  ago  on  fly  bodies  and 
baits,  but  with  no  suicess  beyond  that  obtained 
with  ordinary  flies.  The  material  sent  app3ar3  to 
be  not  sell-luminous,  but  merely  iridescent  when 
there  is  any  light  tj  show  it  up,  like  mother-of- 
pearl.  Bright  silver  and  gold  tinsel  would  be  seen 
at  a  greater  distance  than  this  ingenious  iridescent 
fur.— Ed.J 


WINDERMERE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  ve"y  pleasei  ti  see  the  p  omin- 
ence  you  had  given  to  the  report  of  the  Windermere 
and  District  Angling  Association  in  yoar  issue  of 
May  6.  While,  Uke  other  members  of  the  assicia- 
tion,  one  is  naturally  pleased  that  the  executive 
have  taken  steps  to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  lake, 
I  cannot  but  think  that  their  efforts  in  connection 
with  ttie  hatchery  on  Cunsey  Beck  will  be  neutralised 
in  some  respect  by  their  other  policy,  and,  like  other 
observers,  fear  that  their  hatchery  efforts  will  result 
in  feeding  the  large  trout  with  which  the  lake 
swarms,  and  which  never,  except  perhaps  by 
accident,  rise  to  the  fly.  To  my  mind,  the  first 
thing  to  improve  the  fishing  on  Windermere  is  to 
allow  the  char  netters  to  retain  the  la-ge  trout, 
and  not  throw  them  back  to  prey  on  the  smaller 
specimens  of  their  species. 

I  agree  with  many  of  the  men  who  have  spent 
their  lives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake,  and 
who  consider  that  any  trout  over  2lb.  in  weight 
once  in  the  net  ought  never  to  be  put  back.  The 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  the  medium-sized  trout 
and  char  taken  is  entirely  due  to  the  increase  of  the 
large  cannibal  trout  I  am  convinced ;  for  since  the 
other  nets  on  the  lake  were  bought  up  the  char 
trolling  has  not  improved.  lo  destroy  the 
number  of  pike,  in  the  systematic  manner 
the  annual  report  leads  us  to  believe  has  been 
effected,  is  a  mistaken  policy  altogether.  Those 
who  know  the  lake  will  know  that  pike  have  a 
comparative  contempt  for  both  trout  and  char, 
preferring  to  live  on  the  more  easily  captured  perch 
in  preference.  I  can  assure  you  that  when  char 
trolling  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to  occasionally 
capture  a  trout  of  between  1  lb.  and  2lb.  in  weight 
with  char  inside  it,  and  als5  I  have  personally 
known  of  one  coming  for  the  char  bait  with  the 
tail  of  an  undigested  char  sticking  out  of  its  mouth. 

To  destroy  the  pike  is,  I  feel  convinced,  a  policy 
which  will  occasion  disaster  to  those  engaged  in 
letting  lodgings  for  their  living,  for  when  trout  and 
char  fishing  is  "  off,"  many  go  down  to  Windermere 
entirely  for  the  pike  fishing. 

I  am  sure  the  executive  of  the  District  Association, 
deserve  every  thanks  for  their  efforts,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  consider  a  little  healthy  criticism  will 
do  no  harm. — Yours  truly, 

A  Member  of  the  Association. 

[If  the  big  trout  should  be  killed,  then  surely  the 
pike  should  not  go  soot  frea  ! — Ed.J 

ANGLING  IN  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  reproduction  of  the  photos  of 
the  Windermere  Hatchery  in  the  issue  of  May  6 
is  most  excellent.  By  some  oversight  we  omitted 
in  the  report  that  the  annual  subscription  to  the 
association  is  £1  Is.,  and  entitles  the  member  to  a 
licence  for  boats  at  a  reduced  hire — namely,  43.  a 
day  or  12s.  a  week.  Members  also  have  the  Winster 
fishing,  which  we  rent  from  Major  Higgin  Birket. 
If  you  could  add  this  information  to  your  notes  I 
should  be  much  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

G.  NOBBIS  MiDWOOD. 


RE  TROUT  RECORDS. 

Dear  Sir, — When  I  tell  y«u  that  the  paragraph 
referred  to  in  your  issue  of  May  (>  was  published 
without  my  nermission,  and  without  my  knowledge 
absolutely,  I  feel  confident  that  I  shall  have  your 
sympathy,  that  of  Mr.  M.  L.  R.  Whit3,  and  of  your 
readers  generally.  Messrs.  Foxcroft  and  Green,  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation, 
were  as  much  staggered  as  I  on  seeing  the  matter 
in  print,  as  the  thoughts  of  "  records  "  never  entered 
the  heads  of  any  of  us.  Feeing  that  I  had  "  weighed 
in  "  much  heavier  baskets  of  trout  from  Fewston 
res3rvoirs  last  summer.  I  can  only  put  it  down  to 
the  eagerness  of  some  correspondent,  who,  meaning 
no  harm,  had  been  used  to  seeing  dishes  of  trout 
from  the  Yorkshire  streams,  where  a  pounder  is 
looked  upon  as  a  whopper,  and  one  double  the  size 
as  a  leviathan. 

Please  allow  me,  through  you,  ti  congratulate 
Mr.  White  most  heartily  on  his  most  recent  exploit. 
I  may  add  that  it  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
Mr.  White's  success  last  September  that  I  stretchod 
a  point  and  managed  a  "  snatch"  visit  to  the  scene 
of  his  doughty  deeds. — Youri  tru'v 

J.  H.  R.  Bazley. 


BLAGDON  RECORDS. 
Dhiar  Sir, — I  note  a  Leids  angbr,  M.'.  J.  H.  R. 
Bazley,  claims  the  record  for  trout,  caught  spinning, 
on  Bhigdon  Reservoir.  Up  to  date  I  hold  this.  I 
caught  spinning  from  the  bank  three  fish;  the 
weights  are:  7lb.,  7lb.  6oz.,  and  G|lb.,  and  three 
with  fly,  2ilb  ,  4ilb  ,  and  5pb  ,  caught  on  Ap  il  22. 
total  weight,  331b.  2oz.,  spinning  weight,  20lb.  lOos. , 
which  beats  h's  by  1  lb.  6oz.  I  caught  the  first  five 
fish  in  ^  hours. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Carter  Webber. 

P.S. — This  repo  t  was  in  the  Fishinj  Gazette  of 
April  23. 

[As  will  be  seen  from  his  letter,  Mr.  Bazley  did 
not  claim  the  record — simeoni  claimed  it  for  him 
by  mi-itake.  It  makes  one  wish  we  could  discover 
the  secet  of  the  great  size  and  flne  condition  of 
these  Blagdon  trout.  It  would  be  a  wise  thing  to 
have  the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of  as  many  fi^h 
as  possible  examined,  in  order  to  sscertain  what 
food  it  is  they  do  so  grandly  on,  before  it  is  too  late 
— I  mean  before  the  trout  have  exterminated  it — 
so  that  it  can  be  bred  elsewhere  and  introduced. 
—Ed.J 


FISHIN'G  NEAR  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  kind  enoush  ti  give  me 
in  your  next  issue  the  names  and  secretaries'  address 
of  any  angling  societies  owning  private  fishing  that 
is  easily  accessible  from  North  London.  I  presume 
there  are  such  soneties  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Broxbourne,  Ware,  or  Hertford,  but  have  not  come 
across  particulars  in  the  Fishing  Gazet'e. 

I  cannot  always  manage  to  get  away  on  Saturday 
afternoons,  so  that  Uxbiidge,  Riokinans worth,  etc., 
are  too  far.  I  should  like  to  find  s  ime  private  water 
(coarse  fishing,  with  a  chance  of  a  trout)  that  I  coul  I 
get  to  fairly  easily  by  an  early  Sunday  train  and  put 
up  near  for  week-ends,  when  able  to  do  so.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — You-s  truly.  Cosmos. 

[You  had  better  write  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Hertford  Angling  Society,  Hertford,  and  to  the 
Grasham  Angling  Society,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate  street.  For  £3  3s.  you  can  fish  their 
trout  water  at  Chesham,  and  their  coarse  fish  water 
elsewhere.  But  the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  published  at 
the  Field  Odice,  will  give  you  much  useful  infor- 
mation as  to  fishing  near  London. — Ed.J 


FISHING  AT  MINEHEAD. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  some  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  angling  of  any 
description  obtainable  at  Minehead,  Somerset, 
during  the  month  of  July  ?  and  oblige — Yours 
truly,  Wm.  Shilling. 

FISHING  AT  BAD  NAUHEIM. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  constant  reader  of  your 
paper,  I  woull  be  glad  to  know  from  your  con- 
tributors if  any  trout  fishing  is  to  be  got  at  or  near 
Bad  Nauheim  in  Germany. 

I  purpose  spending  about  six  weeks  there  almo't 
immediately.  Should  be  glad  of  any  information  as 
to  flies,  and  if  waders  would  be  necessary. — Yours 
truly,  Fred.  Geo.  Johnson. 


LAKE  CORON,  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  some  inquiries  anent  the 
above  lake  recently,  Mr.  White,  a  member  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  L,ondon  (a  pjsition  which  carries 
immense  weight  in  the  angling  world),  says  that 
Coron  Lake  is  uncertain.  I  have  fished  constantly 
for  thirty  years    different    lakes    and  rivers  in 
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Anglesey  and  adjacent  counties,  some  of  them,  as 
Ogwen  Lake,  considered  a  dead  certainty,  and  yet 
I  have  found  out  by  experience  that  every  lake  and 
river  is  uncertain,  depending,  of  course,  to  a  great 
extent  on  atmospheric  inQuences.  Mr  White  cannot 
complain  of  Coron,  for  upon  two  occasions — six  and 
a  half  days — he  had  144  trout,  returning  over 
100  under  (joz.,  and  again  ninety-seven  fine  tish  in 
three  days.  How  can  he  say  that  with  mis- 
givings, etc.,  he  would  visit  the  la,ke,  when  he  was 
down  after  penning  the  remarks.  In  fairness  to  the 
landlords  who  advertise,  Coron  is  not  more  uncer 
tain  than  other  lakes. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Hughes. 


DEVERON  SEA-TROUT  KELTS. 

Dear  Sib, — Apropos  of  sea  trout  kelts,  an  angler 
heie  on  April  28  on  the  Deveron  got  a  sea-trout  of 
over  31b.,  and  a  more  unriiistakable  kelt  never  was. 
We  ate  him,  or  had  him  served  up.  I  have  had 
numbers  cooked  and  it  is  always  the  same.  The 
smaller  sea-trout  may  look  all  right,  they  are  well 
mended  and  bright  and  silvery,  but  once  cook  them 
and  the  trutli  is  revealed. 

Talking  of  small  sea-trout,  what  do  you  think  of 
the  enclosed,  taken  from  the  Scotsman  of  April  28  ? 
— Yours  truly,  "         Andbew  Kkogh. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Limited). 
— Mr.  Vickery,  fishing  from  Rodel  House,  caught, 
on  20th  inst.,  twenty-one  sea-trout,  01b.  ;  on  21st, 
twenty-two  sea- trout,  51b.  r2oz. ;  and  on  22nd, 
fifteen  sea- trout,  "Bib. 


FISHING  AT  ABERDOVEY— GREY  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
correspondence  about  bass  fishing  in  North  Wales, 
and  especially  as  regards  Aberdovey.   I  have  fi.-hed 
regularly  heie  during  the  last  two  summers,  mostly 
oft  the  pier.    As  I  do  not  get  much  time  to  go  out 
on  the  river  I  do  not  get  so  many  fish  as  I  otherwise 
should ;  but  it  may  interest  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents to  have  details  of  actual  sport.    In  1904, 
between  April  20  and  Oct.  14,  I  took  seventy-eight 
bass,  the  largest  OJlb. ;  I  think  the  general  average 
■would  be  2|lb.  to  31b.    In  September  I  had  some 
very  good  sport  at  night,  on  one  occasion  landing 
two  fish,  7|lb.  and  5|lb.,  between  11.30  and  12.0 
midnight.     I  will  not  say  anything  about  skate, 
which  run  from  121b.  to  15lb.,  and  riatrish,  as  they 
are  nearly  always  in  evidence,  in  fact  the  skate  are 
rather  a  nuisance  at  times.    I  can  endorse  what  my 
fiiend  Mr.  Paull  says  about  the  baits,  and  also 
about  the  best  month  being  July.    I  also  agree 
with  him  that  artificial  baits  are  practically  useless. 
Except  for  an  occasional  tish  taken  wit!i  a  white 
fly  when  the  water  is  thick,  I  have  found  them  of 
no  use,  and  I  have  rarely  seen  visitors  catcli  any 
fish  with  them,  though  I  often  see  men  trying.  Up 
to  date  this  year  I  have  taken  five  fi^h  weighing 
4}lb.,  3Jlb.,  Ipb.,  and  IJlb.  (two).    The  first  was 
caught  on  April  24.    No'diubt  I  could  have  taken 
more,  but  at  present  bait  is  scarce.    On  Saturday 
(May  6)  I  only  had  one  bait,  and  caught  a  fish  witn 
that  within  a  few  minutes,  and  then  was  unable  to 
get  another  until  the  tide  had  gone  out  too  far.  If 
any  intending  visitor  cares  to  write  to  me,  or  when 
here  would  call  and  see  me,  I  will  gladly  give  any 
information  I  can  about  procuring  baits  and  other 
details. — Yours  truly,  F.  S.  Jackson. 

P.S. — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  give  me  some  hints  how  to  catch  grey  mullet. 
In  the  summer  the  pier  is  haunted  with  shoals  of 
mullet  of  all  sizes,  but  they  are  exceedingly  shy  of 
a  bait.  I  have  seen  a  few  spearei  and  gatfed,  but 
only  two  or  three  taken  with  a  bait.  What  baits 
do  they  like  ? — dough  is  the  only  one  I  have  tried. 

[On  the  south  coast  by  far  the  best  bait  I  have 
ever  tried  for  mullet  is  ragworm ;  but  curiously 
enough  when  they  have  been  some  short  time  in 
brackish  water  they  seem  to  live  by  suction  only, 
and  will  take  no  bait ! — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  DALMALLY. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  say 
if  there  is  good  trout  fishing  to  be  got  in  the  Orchy 
near  Dalmally  in  June,  tlie  average  weight,  and  is 
it  free  or  otherwise  ?  and  oblige. — Yours  truly. 

Intending  Visitoe^ 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  HARZ 
MOUNTAINS. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  if  it  is  possible  to  get  any  trout  fishing 
near  Hanover  or  in  the  Harz  district,  whether  the 
fishing  is  good,  and  what  flies  to  use  ?  Thanking 
ycu  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  R.  L. 


DRESSING  OF  THE  TOD  FLY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  the 
"  latest "  dressing  of  the  Tod  fly  to  the  correspondent 
who  desires  it.    I  take  it  word  for  word  from  "  Wet 


Fly  Fishing,"  p.  21G,  with  one  addition,  see  No.  XIX., 
"  The  Tod  Fly."  Body.— Striped  quill  from  moon 
leather  of  the  peacock,  not  dyed.  2'm7.— Two 
strands  of  gamecock  hackle.  Hackle.— The  soft  and 
somewhat  light  mottled  feather  taken  from  the  inside 
of  the  wing  of  the  woodcock.  Wings. — And  here  I 
add  the  latest  addition,  to  which  I  desire  to  draw 
attention,  as  the  fly  tied  thus— as  a  wet  fly — is  far 
more  deadly. 

The  wings  should  first  be  tied  in  a  small  bunch, 
and  then  divided  into  two  by  the  tying  silk,  tlie 
exact  length  of  the  hook  governing  the  length  of  the 
wings.  The  next  point  of  importance  is  to  dress  the 
wmgs  sparely  rather  than  heavily,  a  fault  I  cannot 
too  strongly  condemn  in  all  "wet"  flies.— Yours 
*i""ly.  E.  M.  Tod. 

[A  year  or  two  ago  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  made 
me  some  of  Mr.  Tod's  flies  on  double  midge  hooks, 
and  also  on  single  hooks,  and  I  found  them  kill  well 
in  dry  fly  fishing.  On  St.  Mary's  Loch,  Selkirkshire, 
this  spring,  the  top  basket  was  made  with  it. — Ed.] 

SOUTHWOLD  IN  JULY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  could  give  me  any  information 
as  to  Southwold  being  a  likely  place  to  obtain  fair 
sea  fisliing  during  July.  Also,  is  fair  coarse  fishing 
to  be  bad  near  there  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion.—Yours  truly,  E.  R.  Knights. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  GARTAN,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Piscator's"  letter,  I 
know  Gartan  very  well,  having  stayed  at  Church 
Hill  twice,  the  last  time  for  a  month.  The  fishing 
on  Gartan  is  very  good,  if  you  do  not  expect  big 
fish.  On  a  favourable  fishing  day  a  man  should 
get  anything  from  twenty  to  sixty  fish  according  to 
his  skill.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  few  fish 
over  half  a  pound  will  be  got — they  range  chiefly 
from  a  quarter  to  half  a  pound.  A  neighbouring 
lough,  Akibbon,  is  said  to  hold  more  fish,  bui 
although  plump  and  handsome  to  look  at,  they  are 
softer  than  Gartan  trout.  The  Lennon  which  flows 
out  of  Gartan  is  not  of  much  account  for  trout,  but 
at  times  it  is  good  for  salmon,  though  I  never  got 
on  terms  with  one.  The  charge  for  fishing  is  Is.  6d. 
a  day,  though  on  Gartan  I  believe  permission  is 
often  given  free  of  charge.  The  landlord  of  the 
Church  Hill  Hotel,  Mr.  Wilkins,  will  lend  his  visitors 
a  boat  free  of  charge— the  charLje  for  a  man  is  half 
a  crown  a  day.  The  Church  Hill  Hotel  is  within  a 
short  walk  of  both  loughs  and  the  river.  I  can 
personally  recommend  the  hotel  as  most  comfortable 
with  very  reasonable  charges.  The  air  is  splendid 
and  the  scenery  magnificent. — Yours  truly, 

John  Doby. 


FISHING  NEAR  LANNION,  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sir, — Any  information  regarding  Lannion, 
Brittany,  as  a  fishing  station  during  Seotember 
will  be  thankfully  received,  more  particularly  as 
regards  probable  state  of  rivers  at  that  season, 
whether  too  weedy  or  other  disadvantages,  and 
prospects  of  sport,  also  any  rules  and  legulatiOns  in 
force. 

Is  there  any  bass  fishing  to  be  had  on  the  Irish 
coast,  in  the  estuaries,  or  from  the  shore  ?  boating 
not  acceptable. — Yours  truly,    Mont  Hobreud. 


ARE  TENTS  REQUIRED  IN  NEWFOUND- 
LAND FOR  FISHING? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  correspondents  would  tell  me  if  tents,  etc., 
are  required  for  fishing  the  Newfoundland  rivers, 
and  if  so  could  the  necessary  outfit  be  got  at  St. 
John's  or  any  other  place  on  the  island.  Other 
information  would  also  be  acceptable. — Yours  truly, 

Junior  United  Service  Club.  S.  P.  ' 

[I  believe  tents,  and  mosquito-proof  tents,  are 
wanted,  and  can  be  got  at  St.  John's,  but  I  have 
dsked  Judge  Prowse. — Ed.] 


SMALL  TROUT  IN  A  WELSH  LAKE. 
Dear  Sir, — The  writer  would  feel  very  grateful 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  assist  him  in 
the  following  matter  : — 

He  has  fished  for  many  years  in  a  Welsh  lake 
which  is  preserved,  but  in  which  the  trout,  although 
very  numerous,  are  very  small  in  size,  the  average 
weight  being  under  4oz.,  and  a  fish  of  Jib.  being 
rarely  caught. 

The  lake  is  about  a  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile 
in  breadth,  and  is  situate  in  a  very  bleak  and  cold 
moorland  country,  about  ISOOft.  above  sea  level. 
It  has  one,  or  possibly  two,  very  small  inlets — mere 
ditches.  The  lake  has  a  splendid  bottom,  but  there 
is  no  weed  of  any  sort  growing  in  it.  There  are 
very  few  flies  about  tlie  place  in  the  early  months 
of  the  season,  and  there  are  no  bushes  or  trees  of 
any  sort  about  the  lake.    It  is  well  stocked  with 


trout  (natives),  and  also  a  large  number  of  Loch 
Leven  trout  have  been  put  in  from  time  to  time, 
but  the  fish  do  not  appear  to  thrive  and  attain 
any  size.  The  lake  is  not  much  fished,  being  very 
inaccessible,  and  probably  not  more  than  one  fisher- 
man turning  up,  say,  thirty  times  during  the  season. 

I  should  leel  grateful  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  any  hints  as  to  the  best  way  of 
obtaining  more  food  for  and  improving  the  size 
of  the  fihh.  Would  the  introduction  of  .some  kind 
of  weed  be  beneficial  ?  The  lake  is  a  splendid  niece 
of  water,  easily  waded  from  the  sides,  but  deep 
m  the  centre.  The  smallness  of  the  fish,  however, 
detracts  from  the  fishing. — Yours  truly,  Q. 

[The  best  thing  "  Q."  could  do  would  be  to  get 
Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  director  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh's  fish  hatcheries,  Holywell,  N, 
M^ales,  to  see  the  lake,  and  advise  if  it  can  be 
stocked  with  weed  and  food  for  the  trout.  In 
some  very  sandy  soils  water  weeds  cannot  grow. 
"  Q."  might  make  an  appointment  with  Mr.  Feilding 
to  meet  him  at  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  model  hatchery 
at  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  Earl's 
Court.  It  is  necessary  to  be  careful  in  planting 
weeds  in  a  lake  to  be  sure  that  no  kind  which  will 
become  a  pest  is  put  in.  It  is  certain  that  an 
insufficiency  of  food  is  the  reason  for  the  small  size 
of  the  trout. — Ed.] 


THE  SPEY  CAST  AND  FISHING  A  LONG 
LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  anglers  will  disagree  with  the 
remarks  of  your  correspondent.  "  Boxwood,"  on 
the  subject  of  long  casting,  and  particularly  long 
Spey  casting. 

As  he  has  invoked  the  opinion  of  G.  M.  Kelson, 
in  his  well-known  book,  "  The  Salmon  Fly,"  I  should 
like  to  quote  from  his  later  work,  "Tips,"  on  the 
same  subject :  "  With  reference  to  the  remark  in 
making  a  long  cast,  whatever  arguments  may  be 
held  for  and  against  the  practice,-  there  is  but  one 
solution.  A  man  who  can  cast  forty  yards  can  fifh 
thirty-six.  Therefore,  another  getting  out  only  thirty 
yards  loses  ten  yards  of  water — and  his  sovereign, 
if  he  backs  himself  to  kill  as  many  salmon  as  his 
companion."  Again  :  "  The  '  Spey  '  is  not  so  '  clean  ' 
as  the  over  or  underhand,  yet  it  is  often  surprising 
what  can  be  done  with  it.  On  being  master  of  the 
method,  which  the  angler  will  find  is  the  mo  s 
fascinating  of  all,  even  those  ornamental  reaches, 
densely  shut  in  by  trees  and  sometimes  teeming 
with  fish,  can  often  be  very  easily  worked.  And  it 
is  under  these  conditions,  when  a  long  line  is 
imperative,  and  all  other  casts  are  either  imprac- 
ticable or  ineffectual,  that  its  value  is  most  highly 
appreciated." 

Personally,  I  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  seeing 
this  cast  performed  at  the  coming  tournament  by 
men  who  know  how,  and  we  also  feel  grateful  to 
you  for  bringing  this  about.    As  to  the  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Limited  Water,  Usk,  it  is  restricted 
to  bond  fide  residents  in  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  fishery  ' 
district.    There  are  about  two  miles  of  water,  and ' 
ten  catches  which  yield  fish.    Two  years  ago  one 
rod  killed  over  forty  fish  in  this  water,  last  season  ' 
the  highest  take  did  not  greatly  exceed  one  lourth 
of  this.    At  any  stage  of  the  water  there  are  seldom  ' 
more  than  two  or  three  pools  in  order,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that,  with  four  or  five  rods  out,  the 
water  is  well  thra-hed.    Tickets  are  £1,  and  licence 
£1  for  season. — Yours  truly,  D. 

[I  am  glad  to  say  Mr.  Grant  has,  at  my  request, 
promised  to  give  an  exhibition  of  his  special  Spey 
cast  at  Earl's  Court.  He  has  often  with  it  hooked 
salmon  at  over  forty  yards  distance.  If  this  is  not 
fishing  the  line,  what  is  it  ?  He  tells  me  others  do 
the  same  on  the  Ness. — Ed.] 


GREY  MULLET  FISHING  IN  A  SEA- 
WATER  MILL-POND. 

,  Dear  Scr, — Close  to  my  house  here  there  is  a  sea- 
water  mill  pond  of  some  thirty  acres,  the  doors  on 
the  dam  of  same  are  opened  by  the  incoming  tide 
and  shut  by  the  outgoing  tide.  From  now  on  the 
pond  is  full  of  grey  mullet,  which  run  from  -^Ib.  to 
41b.  in  weight,  and  a  few  shoal  bass. 

I  have  had  no  experience  in  salt-water  fishing, 
and  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  tell  me  the  best  bait,  etc.,  and  hovr 
to  fish  for  these  mullet,  as  I  feel  sure  they  would 
give  a  lot  of  sport  on  a  light  rod. — Yours  truly, 

BowEN  Summer. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  SOUTHSEA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  stay  at  Southsea  in 
about  ten  days'  time.  Would  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  kindly  inform  me  where  I  can  get  good 
trout  fishing  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  at 
a  reasonable  cost,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

W.  K.  Vawser. 

{Several  letters  are  una/voidably  held  over.) 
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ment.  A  person  I  know  who  does  a  bit  of  micro- 
scopic work  tells  me  that  sulphate  of  copper  has 
been  used  for  years  in  England  for  hardening  all 
the  lower  orders  of  vegetable  life,  and  says  also 
that  farmers  use  it  to  eradicate  the  charlic  in  the 
wheat  fields ;  the  foliage  of  the  wheat  is  hard  and 
sh  iny,  and  when  the  solution  of  copper  is  sprinkled 
over  it  it  does  no  harm,  but  the  charlic  having  a 
porous  leaf  it  '  takes  it  in '  and  turns  its  toes  up. 

"  Miss  Corrie  got  one  of  your  rainbows  last  week 
weighing  nearly  41b. ;  it  took  a  tiny  Lock's  Fancy 
on  a  00  hook.  She  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
pretty  fun  on  her  small  rod.  This  is  the  biggest 
fish  she  has  ever  caught,  so  was  delighted." 

I  will  send  Mr.  Wadham  the  latest  information  I 
have  received  from  Washington  about  the  sulphate 
of  copper  treatment  of  reservoirs,  which  continues 
to  be  a  magnificent  success  in  America.  Dr.  Moore 
mentions  that  sulphate  of  copper  has  long  been 
used  in  destroying  certain  low  forms  of  Hfe,  but 
not  on  the  large  scale  and  on  drinking  water 
reservoirs. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Extermination  of  Algae  in  Ponds— Miss  Corrie 
gets  a  Big  Rainbow. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  private  letter 
from  Mr.  Wadham,  who,  I  am  glad  to  see,  is  trying 
experiments  with  the  sulphate  of  copper  treatment 
for  algae: — 

"  Dear  Mb.  ]\L\rston,— Thanks  for  your  letter 
and  recommendation  for  one  of  my  weed  cutters. 
I  wrote  to  the  Denby  Dale  firm  two  days  ago  and 
told  them  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  help  them, 
even  if  they  did  not  purchase  a  machine ;  old  '  Anna 
Koris,'  as  you  call  her,  is  certamly  not  one  of  the 
best  weeds  to  deal  with,  as  it  is  such  a  bad  floating 
weed  after  being  cut,  but  still  it  is  a  greenhouse 
plant  compared  with  unharmed  hornwort,  and  we 
have  plenty  of  both.  Some  people  who  have  '  Anna 
Koris  '  think  that  they  have  the  very  worst  weed  in 
the  country,  but  don't  you  believe  them,  I  could 
send  them  samples  of -several  that  couldn't  be  got 
in  London. 

"  Now  that  we  are  on  the  topic  of  weed.  When 
you  gave  a  review  of  an  article  from  the  Century 
Magazine  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago, 
on  destroying '  algse '  by  means  of  sulphate  of  copper, 
I  got  keen  on  the  job,  and  got  the  magazine  ;  as  you 
know  we  get  an  epidemic  of  flannel  weed  here.  I 
have  made  some  interesting  experiments  with  the 
blue  vitriol,  but  have  not  yet  tried  it  in  the  large 
ponds,  as  I  have  been  ascertaining  what  strength  of 
solution  will  destroy  animal  life.  The  treatment  has 
the  effect  of  preserving  and  hardening  the  cells  of 
the  algse,  and  so  tends  to  keep  the  water  perfectly 
sweet  and  clean  by  not  allowing  the  cells  to  escape 
and  float  about,  which  gives  the  water  that  green 
appearance.  The  cells  of  the  algse  not  treated,  which 
have  been  in  an  aquarium  for  about  a  month  (the 
same  time  as  the  treated  stuff),  are  all  broken 
down,  and  consequently  float  about  in  the  water, 
which  makes  the  sanitary  inspector  give  us  a  call,  I 
have  not  yet  got  so  far  as  to  try  the  ponds,  and 
whether  the  copper  will  eventually  destroy  the 
more  ■powerful  algae,  as  some  of  the  flannel  weeds 
are,  and  act  the  same  in  ponds,  where  there  is  a 
circulation  of  water,  as  it  does  in  stagnant  water, 
remains  to  be  proved  here.  I  see  the  Yankees 
claim  to  be  the  discoverers  of  this  copper  treat- 


What  is  the  Record  Trout  on  the  Fly  ? 

Unless  I  am  mistaken.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 
grand  Test  trout  taken  on  the  May  Fly  are  the 
largest  for  England,  if  not  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
I  think  he  had  one  over  lOlb.  and  one  over  111b. 
Sir  Alfred  Harmsworth  ran  him  close  with  trout 
from  the  same  water.  For  Scandinavia,  I  fancy 
Admiral  Kennedy's  9Jlb.  brown  trout  killed  on  the 
fly  is  about  the  best  recorded.  For  number  and 
weight,  the  sport  I  recently  recorded  as  experienced 
by  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Corfe  in  Blagdon  Lake  has 
never  been  beaten  in  the  United  Kingdom  with 
artificial  fly.  With  natural  May  Ply,  Mr.  David 
Pine  has  had  great  bags  in  Ireland. 

Shooting  and  Fishing  in  Ireland, 
I  always  think  that  the  large  map  of  Ireland 
which  Messrs.  Joseph  Braddell  and  Son,  of  Castle- 
place,  Belfast,  send  out  with  their  very  useful 
annual  "  List  of  Irish  Shootings  and  Fish- 
ings to  be  Let"  is  one  of  the  best  specimens 
of  map  making  I  have  ever  seen— it  is  so  clear 
and  the  lakes  and  rivers  are  so  well  shown.  Messrs. 
Braddell's  list  gets  larger  every  year :  in  addition  to 
advertisements  of  all  kinds  of  shootings  and 
fishings  to  let,  there  are  brief  notes  about  golf, 
game,  and  fish  seasons  and  licences,  fishing  near 
Belfast,  yacht  clubs,  hunting  in  Ireland,  sea  fishing, 
and  other  matters.  But  the  fine  map,  size  nearly 
3ft.  by  2ft.,  made  specially  for  Messrs.  Braddell  by 
Messrs.  John  Bartholomew  and  Co.,  is,  as  I  have 
often  said,  the  feature  of  this  publication.  I  feel 
sure  if  Messrs.  Braddell  did  up  a  few  separately 
mounted  on  linen  in  case  they  would  sell. 

English  Wild  Bred  Rainbows. 

Mr.  John  M.  Mitchell  sent  me  this  letter,  or, 
rather,  he  brought  it  himself  with  the  fish :  — 

"Dear  Me.  Marston,— You  will  no  doubt 
remember  a  talk  we  had  sometime  ago  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  about  the  fish  hatcheries  in  Alaska, 
and  also  about  my  experience  of  the  breeding  of 
rainbow  trout  under  natural  conditions  in  this 
country. 

"  I  am  now  able  to  confirm  what  I  told  you  by 
sending  you  a  specimen  of  the  fry  of  the  rainbow 
trout. 

"  You,  no  doubt,  know  a  stretch  of  the  White 
water  lying  roughly  between  Hook  and  Heckfield. 
My  cousin,  Mr.  H.  L.  Bucknall,  preserves  a  portion 
of  the  river  for  three  miles  above  Heckfield.  Some 
four  years  ago  he  turned  in  a  quantity  of  rainbow 
trout  all  over  a  pound  and  a  half  each;  the 
specimen  that  I  send  you  was  caught  on  May  6 
with  a  fly  about  half  a  mile  above  Heckfield.  I 
am  glad  to  say  there  are  plenty  more  where  this 
specimen  came  from." 

The  fish  Mr.  Mitchell  brought  is  a  lovely  little 
rainbow  Sin.  in  length,  and  perfect  in  every  way. 
And  it  is  very  interesting  to  have  this  proof  that 
rainbows  will  mcrease  in  a  wild  state  in  this 
country.  I  believe  that  the  parent  fish  were  put 
into  ponds  formed  on  the  course  of  the  stream. 
Mr.  Mitchell  assures  me  that  no  fish  have  been  put 


in  the  river  smaller  than  the  l^lb.  fish  Mr.  H.  L. 
Bucknall  put  in  either  above  or  below  his  water,  so 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  this  Sin.  £sh  being  a 
wild  bred  one. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  aud  Gkaylino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fuhing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Kdition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  " 
By  H.  G.  JlcClellana.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  m.h}eoi."—Fi»hing  Qauttt 


Rainbow  Trout  in  New  Zealand  and  Eg^s  from 
New  Zealand  Trout. 
The  president  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation 
Society,  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell  Begg,  called  on 
me  the  other  day  and  gave  me  some  very  interesting 
particulars  about  the  rainbow  trout  in  New 
Zealand.  In  some  of  the  rivers,  especially  those 
fed  by  large  lakes,  it  is  doing  splendidly,  spawning, 
naturally  and  increasing  enormously — he  has  kindly 
promised  to  let  me  have  some  interesting  photo- 
graphs. It  seems  in  some  of  the  rivers  the  rain- 
bow goes  down  stream  and  disappears  as  it  does 
with  us.  Mr.  Begg  has  kindly  promised  me  a  lot  of 
eggs  from  their  best  trout,  and  Messrs.  Anderson, 
of  the  Orient  Line,  have  promised  to  bring  them 
over  free  of  charge. 

Garrow  Green's  Fancy. 
Mr.  Garrow  Green  sent  me  the  other  day  a 
captivating  little  fancy  fly,  which  would  take  when 
anything  blackish  is  "on."  As  some  amateur  fly 
dressers  may  like  to  make  it  I  give  the  dressing. 
So  far  as  I  know  it  is  a  new  pattern  and  quite  a 
striking  one :  — 

Green's  Fancy — Tying. 
Body:  Half  dark  blue;  half  medium  orange 
floss ;  gold  tip. 

Wings :  Light  snipe  to  lie  rather  flat. 
Legs :  Black  hackle,  thinly  wound. 
Tail :  Two  longer  whisks,  black  hackle ;  hook  00. 

The  May  Fly  in  Switzerland. 

"Benwyan"  tells  me  that  there  were  a  few 
Green  Drakes  to  be  seen  in  the  Rhone  Valley  on 
May  11.  I  found  a  very  clever  artificial  "Stone 
Fly" -OC  "-Wall  Flj  '^  which  "Benwyan"  sent  me 
a  year  or  two  ago.  It  was  more  like  an  Alder  in 
shape,  and  I  fancy  the  fly  it  is  intended  for  is  the 
large  Red  Sedge.  The  Stone  Fly's  wmgs  are  not 
arched  over  his  body  like  the  gable  of  a  house  (A), 
but  lie  flat  on  top  of  it  like  the  Bluebottle  Fly's 
wings,  only  one  on  top  of  the  other,  both  in  a  line 
with  the  body. 

"Wild  Turkey's"  and  "Rugde's"  Article. 
Mr.  John  T.  Humphrey,  Editor  of  Shooting  and 
Fishing,  New  York,  writes  in  reply  to  my  letter 
asking  how  it  was  "Wild  Turkey"  was  giving 
" Rugde's "  article  as  his  own: — 

"  My  dear  Sir,— Your  card  of  April  25  at  hand, 
and  we  must  say  that  we  are  much  surprised  at  the 
apparent  case  of  literary  piracy  on  the  part  of  our 
correspondent  'Wild  Turkey.'  This  gentleman 
haa  ooatributed-  to  x)ur_xciiumns_for.^  number  of 
years  past,  and  is  an  Englishman  now  residing  in 
Florida.  We  are  writing  him  to-day  (May  5)  for  an 
explanation,  and  immediately  on  receipt  of  same 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  you,  in  order  that  your 
contributor,  'Rugde,'  may  feel  that  we  were  not 
ourselves  at  fault  in  the  matter.  We  may  say  that 
this  article  was  a  paid  contribution.  Thanking 
you  for  calUng  our  attention  to  this  matter,  we 
are — Very  truly  yours, 

"John  Taylor  Humphrey^" 

I  hope  Mr.  Humphrey  will  tell  us  what  "Wild 
Turkey '.'  says ! 

Politeness  of  the  Irish  Peasantry. 

A  friend  sends  me  the  following  delightful  bit 
cut  from  some  paper :  — 

'It  is  well  known  that  the  Irish  peasant  (no 
doubt  from  a  sense  of  politeness)  will  seldom  dis- 
agree with  a  tourist,  but  likes  to  give  an  answer 
which  he  thinks  wiU^  be  agreeable  to  the  questioner. 
Last  summer  a  gentleman  from  Liverpool,  while 
out  for  a  sail  on  Carlingford  Lough,  was  caught  in 
a  gale.  Knowing  the  danger,  Pat  made  for  the 
shore.  'Why  are  you  going  in,' said  the  visitor; 
'  there's  not  much  wind  ? '  '  No,'  rephed  the  boat- 
man, 'but,  sure,  what  there  is  av  it  is  mighty 
powerful.'  An  angler  tells  how,  when  in  quest  of 
fish,  he  asked  a  small  bare-legged  boy  if  there  were 
any  fish  in  a  certain  river.  '  There  is,  yer  honour  ' 
'  "What  sort  of  fish  ? '  '  There  do  be  trouts  and 
eels,  yer  honour.'  '  Any  salmon  ?  '  '  There  do  be 
an  odd  one.'  '  Any  thermometers  ? '  '  Them  does 
be  there,  too,  yer  honour ;  but  they  comes  up 
lather  in  the  eeaaon.' ;'  R,  B.  Mabstoit. 

[2] 
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A   SUMMER   EEMINISCENCE  OF 
THE  LYNN  VALLEY,  NORTH 
DEVON. 

By  "BenWyan.'.' 


Thkee  are  times  when  things  grow  monotonous, 
and  one  wearies  for  a  change  to  the  quiet  side  of  a 
stream  dotted  with  rising  trout,  an  ousel  flitting  by, 
swallows  on  the  wing,  wagtails  perching  on  the 
stones  and  waggling,  or  perhaps  the  blue  flash  of  a 


from  thence  calls  it ;  he  maj'  get  there  in  a  day 
from  London  and  many  other  places,  racing  through 
England  by  a  Great  Western  express  train  so  fast 
that  he  cannot  read  the  names  of  the  stations  he 
flies  through,  and  must  make  a  dead  reckoning  by 
his  watch  and  time-table  to  discover  where  he  is,  if 
not  familiar  with  the  road.  Several  hours  of  this 
will  bring  him  to  St.  David's  Station  at  Exeter, 
where  he  will  diverge  if  he  would  arrive  at  "  lovely 
Lynmouth  " — to  quote  again  from  the  same  booklet. 
Travelling  now  through  well  cultivated  and  fairly 
wooded  country  in  the  valley  of  the  Taw,  glimpses 


brown  heathery  surface,  and  one  is  glad  to  descend 
by  the  thickly^wooded  side  glen  of  the  West  Lynn 
leading  into  the  valley  of  the  main  stream,  before 
this  opens  through  a  bold  and  broken,  many  coloured, 
rocky  coast  line  bordering  the  Bristol  Channel,  with 
one  projecting  foreland  and  many  conspicuous  cliffs. 
Here  Lynmouth  nestles,  as  its  name  implies,  and 
straggles  into  the  valley,  offering  the  traveller  a 
choice  of  three  or  four  good  hotels  and  numerous 
private  lodgings. 

The  picturesquely  situated  favourite  Lyndale 
Hotel  is  washed  by  the  Lynn,  and  the  newer  Lynn 


Photo  hy]  '{M.  McClapp,  Lynmou'h. 

[1^  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Lynn.  ]\ 


Photo  by]  {M.  McClapp,  Lyninouth, 

Vellacott's  Pool,  a  Famous  Salmon  Pool  on  the  Lynn. 


kingfisher  arrested  for  a  moment  and  away.  The 
fancied  picture  is  so  pleasing  that  one  lays  plans, 
looks  up  railway  or  other  guides,  maps  or  notes, 
and  thinks  over  going  somewhere  or  other  till  rest- 
lessness  presses  and  one  has  to  go.  Places  are,  after 
all,  not  so  difficult  to  select,  nor  is  information  very 
hard  to  obtain  regarding  the  way  to  reach  them, 
and  whatever  may  be  found  on  arrival,  there  is 
always  something  to  expect,  so  tackle  is  sought  out 
and  kit  put  up  with  the  comforting  self-assurance 
that  one  is  not  of  the  order  of  angler  who  reviles 
destiny  and  thinks  he  has  got  less  than  his  money's 


of  that  river  are  seen,  those  near  Eggesford  particu- 
larly presenting  inviting  views  of  open  fishing  banks, 
good  pools  and  streams  (called  "stickles"  in  this 
part  of  the  world).  As  the  valley  descends  to 
Barnstaple  the  river  becomes  tidal,  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood too  flat  and  muddy  to  possess  much 
interest. 

Time  was  when  Lynton  and  Lynmouth  were  only 
reached  by  coach  from  Barnstaple,  but  now  a  private 
light  railway,  of  a  rather  rough  description,  with 
slow  trains  and  not  over  comfortable  carriages, 
pursues  a  devious  course  round  constantly  recurrmg 


Valley  Hotel  is  at  the  junction  of  the  West  Lynn 
with  the  main  stream  in  the  village,  while  another, 
the  Tors,  stands  upon  a  height  between  the  valley 
and  the  sea,  above  the  coach  road  leading  to  Mine- 
head  and  Porlock,  and  the  scene  of  Blackmore's 
famous  story,  "  Lorna  JDoone." 

Lynmouth  has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  tourist 
resort.  During  the  summer  visitors  often  stay  in 
the  place  for  some  time,  and  it  is  invaded  at  certain 
hours  of  the  day  by  small  crowds  of  trippers,  who 
arrive  by  coaches,  steamers,  and  malodorous 
motor-cars — stroll  into  the  valley  to  picnic  or  along 


Photo  by]  [M-  McClapp,  Lynmouth. 

Trout  Fishing  on  the  Ly'nn,  North  Devon. 


Photo  b!i] 

River  Lynn,  North  Devon 


[.V.  McClapp,  Lynmouth. 

The  Place  where  That  Big  Trout  Lay. 


worth  if  he  has  not  slaughtered  baskets  so  full  of 
fish  as  to  make  his  shoulders  ache  to  carry  them, 
but  being — even  though  perforce — content  with  less, 
allows  something  for  the  agreeable  distraction  he 
enjoys  in  a  change  to  other  scenes,  where  the  daily 
paper  or  occasional  letters  are  quite  enough  to  link 
present  existence  to  the  recent  past. 

The  gods  being  good  and  "  oof "  sufficient — for 
most  trout  and  other  kinds  of  fishing  in  Great  Britain 
cost  more  or  less  nowadays — ^let  us  suppose  the 
angler  should  decide  to  go  westward  into  "  delightful 
Devon,"  as  the  cover  of  a  photographic  booklet 


spurs  up  to  the  watershe'd  near  Lynton.  This  is  an 
elevated  little  town  not  ill  situated,  from  which  one 
can  descend  either  by  a  steep  funicular  railway  or 
by  the  ordinary  coach  road  to  Lynmouth,  at  the 
junction  of  two  streams  from  the  moorland,  respec- 
tively called  the  East  and  West  Lynn. 

Viewed  from  the  heights,  what  can  be  seen  of  the 
undulating  Exmoor,  invaded  by  fields  creeping  up 
from  numerous  valleys,  and  treeless  as  a  Highland 
deer  forest,  is  very  unattractive,  without  peaks  or 
broken  hills  to  give  the  dreary  landscape  interest, 
or  even  grey  weather-worn  boulders  to  break  its 


the  coast,  and  then  pass  on  as  they  came.  Those 
travelling  by  automobile  frequently  find  the  descent 
from  Cauntisbury  so  great  that  they  have  to  be 
assisted  by  gangs  of  men  with  drag-ropes,  and  the 
ascent  to  Lynton  so  much  too  steep  to  climb  that 
they  are  fain  to  get  hoisted  up  by  the  funicular 
railway  to  the  more  negotiable  ground  overlooked 
by  Sir  George  Newnes'  residence. 

Arrived  at  the  village,  the  next  step  is  to  arrange 
about  ones  fishing.  There  are  boats  in  the  little 
harbour,  and  there  is  good  sea  fishing  outside 
{alluded  to  in  an  "  Oooasional  Note  "  in  thB  Fishing 
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Gazette  ot  May  21,  1904,  p.  329).  It  is  best  from 
beptember  to  Christmaa,  when  it  ia  said  plenty  of 
rock  whiting,  tumbling  cod.  conger,  whiting,  thorn- 
back,  cod,  ray,  poUack ;  and  bass  all  through  the 
summer,  can  be  caught  in  Lynmouth  Bay.  edged 
by^the  red  foreland  and  the  fine  cliffs  culminating 
in  the  Castle  Rock.  ^ 

But  if  one  desires  to  ply  the  trout  rod  on  the 
l.ynn,  various  papers  of  authorisation,  some  local, 
some  of  wider  scope,  are  to  be  obtained  at  a 
grocery  establishment  in  the  main  street,  their 
cost  varying  with  the  periods  for  which  they  are 
issued  and  the  description  of  fish  sought  for. 
-t-very  angler  must  have  a  rod  hcence  costing  Is 
per  week  or  5s.  the  season,  in  addition  to  a  fishing 
ticket  for  trout  at  2s.  6d.  per  day,  7s.  6d.  per 
71?'  12s.  6d.  per  fortnight,  £1   Jer  month,  or 

f /or  the  season,  and  a  season's  salmon  licence 
costs  £1  4s. 

In  the  same  grocery  shop,  and  also  at  a  shoe- 
maker s  across  the  street,  the  supposed  unfailing 
fancy  fl,es  of  the  locality-small  in  size  and  tied  to 
light  gut-«iay  be  cheaply  purchased.  They  include 
such  kinds  as  duns,  yellow-bodied  and  red  hackled 
clocks,  cousms  to  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  but  with 

fr!l°fr^'  '  ^'^^  °f  perhaps 

<n  dubbing,  being  dubbed 

the  Cahfornia.  Flies,  however,  are  not  the  onlv 
lures  here  used.  Natural  beetles,  creepers,  minnows, 
and  worms  are  often  appreciated.  At  this  cord- 
wamer  s  also,  if  not  already  so  provided,  the  angler 
will  be  able  to  get  his  boots  studded  with  very 
essential  nails  in  aid  of  whatever  grip  Providence 
has  Deen  good  enough  to  give  him  of  the  ground 

Armed  with  his  permits— which  compared  with 
fashmg  tickets  m  certain  other  places  may  not  seem 
very  expensive,  and  yet  be  thought  by  some  to 
cost  as  much  as  the  fishing  is  worth-the  angler 
IS  free  to  try  his  hand  over  a  good  stretch  of  water 
without  loading,  a  thing,  though  forbidden,  which 
he  often  runs  risk  of  doing  unintentionally  should 
he  try  to  step  or  spring  from  one  smooth,  slaty 
boulder  to  another  such  as  crowd  the  stream 

^i^i  ^"^^^^  risers  of  the  land  it 

Z  .1,  T  '^'"^^-^  ""^"^^  any  more  picturesque 
than  the  Lynn,  with  its  rich  association  of  still 
pools,  purling  stickles,  falls,  or  rocky  rapids  gliding 
among  variously  tinted  boulders,  between  wooded 
slopes,  crags,  or  heathery  braes.  It  is  a  stream 
sometimes  easy,  at  times  most  difficult?  to  fish 
ilthough  one  may  fish  from  both  sides 
md  m  places  can  cross  from  one  to  the 
3ther  if  sufiBciently  agile,  when  at  some 
listance  from  a  bridge. 

As  usual  in  Devonshire  the  trout  are 
imall,  but  lively  and  well  fed  ;  the  beat 
)f  them  in  summer  seem  to  frequent  the 
leavier  water  of  the  stickles,  where  they 
le  in  ambush  during  the  day,  while  tho^ 
mder  the  6in.  Hmit  as  elsewhere  rise 
nost  freely  to  the  fly.  Looking  down 
nto  the  pools  some  above  this  size  may 
)e  often  seen  sailing  out  from  beneath 
he  rocks  or  returning  to  shelter,  while 
he  abiding  places  of  others  —  monsters 
lere— of  a  pound,  or  even  three,  are  well 
mown  to  such  accomplished  experts  as 
he  popular  local  distributer  of  His 
lajesty  s  mails,  Mr.  Marmaduke  McGlapp 
bo  whose  kindness  thanks  are  due  for 
pecially  taking  the  best  of  the  photo- 
raphs  reproduced  herewith*),  and  like- 
^ise  to  another  champion  fisherman  who 
lanages  the  stables  department  of  the 
.yndale  Hotel. 

A  stroll  upstream  for  a  mile  or  so  from  this  hotel 

^nnllTiTfi  *l  "^^J  tempting  casts,  often  well 
applied  with  fish  and  natural  flies,  small  duns 
eing  conspicuous,  and  many  discarded  cases  of 
eepers  whose  occupants  have  passed  away 
urther  on  the  glen  becomes  a  gorge  and  the 
-ream  a  natural  fish  sanctuary,  abofe  Sich  abSut 
^atersmeet  it  is  again  fishable,  and  so  on  for  sor^e 
Lies  to  the  vicmity  of  Brendon.  Malmsmead,  etc 
^  fi.shmg  conditions  being  said  to  improve  as  the 
lUey  ascends,  until,  with  luck,  a  basket  of  some 

.y.    At  the  same  time,  the  angler  who  cL  e^Jo? 

lotno^fnT'  '"""^S  an  odd  sketched? 

lotographic  snapshot,  or  some  trout  of  sorts  as 
le  humour  takes  him-or  the  fish-will  be  more 

*  Copies  of  these  photos,  or  others  of  fJin 
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likely  to  accumulate  pleasant  memories  of  the 
LjTm  than  another  of  more  limited  resource,  whose 
only  joys  in  fishing  depend  upon  the  number  or 
weight  of  the  slain. 
Towards  the  end  of  summer  what  are  locally 


From  a  note-hook  sketch  iy] 

On  the  Lynn. 


[A.  B.  Wynne. 


called  peal,  and  elsewhere  sewin  or  sea-trout  com- 
mence to  run,  and  are  often  seen  in  the  river,  nice 
fash  of  two  or  three  pounds  or  more;  but  what 
results  the  successful  pursuit  of  these  may  give  in 


From  water  colour  drawing  by] 


On  the  Lynn. 


the  absence  of  personal  experience  at  the  proper 
season  it  is  best  to  leave  unstated.  Yet  has  the 
writer  been  in  touch  with  at  least  one  of  the  early 
arrivals,  as  mentioned  later  on. 

There  are  salmon  also  to  be  caught,  though  none 


Rough  sketch  from  Xature  ;  full  size. 


were  heard  of  frequenting  the  stream  when  this 

VpllJT.^'l"',  ^''}^'  ^        P'-oper  season 

Vellacott  s  Pool  is  famous  as  one  of  their  resorts. 

ilieyare  also  caught  in  more  rapid  portions  of 
th©  mer,  as  seen  in  the  illustration  of  "  Salmon 


Pishmg  on  the  Lynn."  This  rather  conveys  the 
idea  of  the  garden  fly  being  used.  However,  it 
shows  three  fine  salmon  just  taken  of  161b.,  201b., 
and  231b.,  which,  although  not  a  very  great  success 
among  salmon  fishing  records,  is  one  by  no  means 
to  be  despised,  any  of  the  leash  having  a  more 
prepossessing  aspect  than  the  dark,  ferocious 
looking  specimen  said  to  have  been  captured  in  the 
Lynn  and  exhibited  in  the  hall  of  the  Lvndale 
Hotel. 

Soon  after  settling  here  there  came  a  morning 
quite  too  lovely  to  waste  indoors,  so  breakfast 
disposed  of,  and  lunch  bespoken,  youthful  Willie  was 
sent  for  to  assist  as  transport  superintendent. 
Pending  his  appearance  a  Uttle  time  remained  to 
lounge  m  the  verandah,  where  amongst  the  visitors 
reading  papers  or  chattmg  one  might  perhaps 
notice  a  couple  of  American  heiresses  helping  a 
bnght  English  schoolboy  to  worm  a  trout  from  the 
stream  over  the  verandah,  rail  in  g ;  a  well  favoured 
parson  apparently  engaged  in  preparing  one  young 
lady  for  holy  matrimony;  or  another,  supposed  to 
have  recently  become  a  bride,  subconsciously  making 
the  best  of  that  interesting  situation;  or  sundry 
family  parties  discussing  projected  excursions  for 
the  day— the  happiness  of  all  conveying  an  im- 
pression of  how  many  pleasantly  sidelighted 
passages  there  are  to  be  found  in  this  old  world, 
notwithstanding  that  sometimes  people,  and  some- 
times trout,  are  subject  to  the  restraining  "fetters 
of  fate.". 

Before  long  quiet  Willie  arrives,  and  takes  charge 
of  his  department;  he  is  reticent  of  his  western 
speech,  but  quite  prepared  for  action,  and  starting 
from  the  back  entrance  by  the  lane  overlookmg  the 
river— as  usual,  in  such  localities,  a  museum  of 
sunken  hoop-iron,  fence  wire,  old  boots,  tins,  traUing 
rags,  and  other  jetsam— the  rod  is  soon  rigged  up, 
and  a  few  casts  ventured  in  the  more  open  spots  of 
rapid  water  between  the  boulders.  A  small  trout 
is  swung  out  to  be  returned,  a  better  one  kept,  and 
an  effort  made  to  move  a  sewin  or  peal  visible 
but  not  to  be  tempted,  and  Willie  renders  first  aid 
in  freeing  the  flies  from  a  partly  submerged  piece 
of  old  wire  netting.  We  then  cross  to  the  north 
side  by  the  bridge  near  the  electric  light  works, 
pass  the  coastguard's  and  other  two-storied  cottages, 
then  the  house  which  the  sexton,  like  Jack,  built 
all  by  and  for  himself :  noticing  here  a  good  trout 
in  impregnable  retirement  beneath  a  rock,  a  little 
below  where  the  "  Captain  "  lives  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  stream  ;  a  sturdy 
little  urchin  this,  from  sedulous  practice 
a  first-class  marksman  with  the  stream 
pebbles,  ample  store  of  his  ammunition 
being  so  close  at  hand  that  it  is  not 
advisable  for  his  fellows  to  chaff  him  to 
"raggmg  "  point. 

Further  on  where  a  second  wooden 
bridge  occurs,  near  an  uninhabited  house 
with  broken  windows  and  a  verandah 
porch,  affording  good  refuge  from  any 
passing  shower,  one  can  recross  the 
stream  to  try  some  good  looking  pools 
holding  many  fish.  So  far  there  have 
been  several  rises,  and  a  few  small  fish 
taken,  chiefly  with  Blue  Uprights  and 
httle  floating  Watery  Duns.  With  every 
yard  above  this  place  the  river  grows 
more  attractive,  the  trout  come  often 
freely,  and  Willie  is  busy  trying  to  bottle 
samples  of  the  water -flies  for  future 
patterns.  The  largest  of  these  has  been 
sent  to  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Stuea,  the  courteous 
secretary  of  the  Fly  Fisbers'  Club,  who 
thinks  he  can  identify  it  from  Pictet's  work.  Mr. 
Skues  has  seen  a  large  sedge  fly  rather  like  it  in 
Germany. 

The  fly  is  of  considerable  size:  it  has  four 
reticulated  iridescent  wings  with  dark  brown  spots 
ranged  along  their  outer  margins,  has  a  dark  brown 
body,  the  divisions  of  which  are  not  strongly 
marked,  a  red  head  with  brown  dotted  antenna, 
and  tawny  legs.  The  only  specimen  obtained  was 
imperfectly  developed,  and  measured  roughly— 
body,  including  thorax,  15mm.,  wings,  24mm- 
by  9mm. 

One  can  fancy  what  a  tempting  morsel  it  would 
have  been  for  a  trout. 

In  a  promismg  pool  above  this  second  bridge, 
where  the  buttresses  of  an  older  one  stand,  fishing 
from  the  southern  side,  a  nice  little  trout  of  rather 
under  Jib.  was  hooked  by  casting  agamst  a  larce 
rock  and  letting  the  taU  fly  sUp  off  into  the  moving 
water.:   It  got  itself  into  a  situation  among  th» 
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crannies  and  obstructions  of  the  farther  edge  from 
which,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  stream,  it  could 
not  be  extricated,  and  might  easily  have  broken 
away  before  Willie  could  get  round,  when  a  very 
young  lady  who  had  been  sitting  on  the  bank  above 
with  a  friend,  reading,  observed  the  impasse,  closed 
her  book,  and  kindly  making  her  way  down,  without 
a  word  released  both  fish  and  flies,  sending  them 
out  into  the  pool  in  a  clever  way  that  showed  she 
knew  exactly  what  to  do.  It  is  hoped  she  heard 
the  thanks  for  her  assistance  called  across  the  water. 
A  sympathetic  aotioa  of  the  kind  vouchsafed  by  a 
stranger  is  one  that  lingers  in  the  memory. 

Ascending  the  south  bank  of  the  stream  from  the 
same  bridge,  by  a  track  through  the  bushes,  the 
lead  or  mill-race  belonging  to  the  electric  light 
works  is  immediately  reached.  It  was  reported  to 
hold  brown  trout,  but  they  were  not  seen ;  there 
were,  however,  two  freshly  run  peal  (or  sea-trout) 
of  2lb.  and  31  b.  weight  apparently,  and  these  afforded 
some  amusement  in  the  tentative  presentation  of 
flies  and  other  lures,  none  of  which  they  would 
accept,  yet  the  largest,  while  lying  under  the 
opposite  bank  and  superciliously  waving  its  tail, 
allowed  its  back  and  side  to  be  stroked  with  the 
point  of  a  fishing  rod  without  moving.  How  they 
had  reached  this  byway  was  rather  mysterious, 
unless  they  had  passed  through  the  works,  for  where 
the  lead  bracuched  from  the  main  stream  no  suffi- 
ciently open  passage  was  visible  in  the  sluice-gate 
or  beneath  it. 

At  and  above  the  point  where  this  channel  take^ 
off,  the  valley  becomes  constricted,  wild  and  rugged, 
the  river  surrounding  rocky  tree-covered  islets, 
clothed  with  ferns  and  undergrowth,  and  con- 
nected in  part  by  jammed,  flood-bome  timber 
trunks.  It  is  a  spot  frequented  by  artists 
and  photographers,  one  where  the  angler  may  be 
even  politely  requested  not  to  move  for  a  moment 
till  he  has  supplied  the  want  of  a  figure  that  would 
come  well  j  ust  where  he  happens  to  stand.  Here, 
too,  at  a  place  most  difficult  to  reach  from  the 
north  side,  across  the  uncovered  tops  of  projecting 
rocks,  one  of  the  big  brown  trout  of  the  Lynn — a 
3-pounder  —  had  its  lodge  {see  illustration),  and 
might  be  seen  from  the  opposite  bank,  though 
impossible  to  stalk  from  that  side.  Flies  and 
worms  alike  failed  to  fetch  him  that  day,  and  be 
seemed  likely  to  hold  his  position  against  all 
comers.    Perhaps  he  lives  there  still. 

The  up  valley  track  now  climbs  its  northern 
slopes  through  woods  rising  and  falling,  past  some 
fields  and  a  toll-gate,  then  descends  to  where  a 
stream  from  the  opposite  side  enters  the  main  one 
close  to  a  pleasantly  situated  rest  and  refreshment 
cottage  on  its  nearer  bank,  the  junction  supplying 
the  name  of  the  locality — Watersmeet. 

Here  for  a  space  the  rod  may  again  be  'used,  the 
glen  being  rather  more  open  and  still  picturesquely, 
sometimes  closely,  wooded,  but  the  river  was  not 
followed  further  upwards  towards  the  moors  beyond 
the  limit  of  these  notes.  So  far  as  it  was  observed 
in  driving  along  adjacent  portions  of  the  hilly  road 
by  Brendon  and  other  hamlets,  the  Lynn  was 
seen  to  contain  numbers  of  trout  duly  receiving 
assiduous  attentions  from  several  anglers  on  its 
banks,  and  some  snug  farmhouses  were  pointed 
out  near  the  stream  where  quarters  are  frequently 
occupied  by  those  who  come  to  fish  or  to  seek  rural 
retirement. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that,  taken  on  the 
whole,  with  certain  limitations  as  to  fishing  results 
governed  by  the  nature  of  things,  the  wandering 
angler  who  is  unable  to  find  a  great  deal  of  very 
enjoyable  recreation  in  a  summer  visit  to  Lynmouth 
and  the  River  Lynn  may  be  fairly  numbered  among 
those  peculiar  people  whose  privilege  it  is  to  be 
thankful  for  something  to  deplore,  while  others  of 
more  optimistic  idiosyncrasy  will  meet  with  charm- 
ing experiences  in  this  part  of  the  land  of  clotted 
cream  despite  the  truism  conveyed  in  the  lines — 
Would  not  the  world  be  uncommonly  flat 
Zf  there  were  nothing  to  grumble  at. 


AMERICAN  ELY-CASTERS 
AT  BANQUET. 


(From  the  San  Francisco. Breeder  and  Sportsman.) 

'  De.  Henry  Van  Dyke,  of  Princeton,  was  guest 
of  honour  at  a  banquet  of  the  San  Francisco  Fly- 
Casting  Qub  on  May  3. 

After  the  disposal  of  a  good  dinner  President  Ed 
Everett  introduced  Judge  John  Hunt  as  the  toast 


master  for  the  evenuig.  The  Judge  was  in  his 
happiest  humour  ;  during  the  course  of  his  intro- 
ductory remarks  he  referred  to  Dr.  Van  Dyke  as 
the  author  of  two  popular  angling  classics,  "  Fisher- 
men's Luck"  and  "Little  Kivers."  He  extolled 
him  as  an  enthusiastic  sportsman  and  skilled  angler, 
a  student  of  books,  a  student  of  nature,  and  a  writer 
of  graceful  verse. 

Dr.  Van  Dyke,  when  he  arose  to  respond,  received 
a  most  cordial  greeting.  The  Doctor's  remarks 
were  interesting  and  entertaining,  and  coloured  at 
times  with  a  bit  of  sterling  humour  given  with 
unction.  Among  other  matters  dwelt  upon,  the 
Doctor  proudly  said  that  during  a  recent  visit  to 
the  McCloud  river  he  had  occasion  to  wade  a  portion 
of  that  famous  stream.  The  experience,  when  linked 
with  others  he  had  since  met  with,  had  convinced 
him  that  there  is  nothing  colder  than  California 
water,  and  nothing  warmer  than  a  California 
welcome. 

H3  complimented  the  fly-casters  on  the  fact  that 
the  world's  record  in  that  department  of  sport  is 
held  here,  and  he  characterised  anghng  as  a  lofty 
and  ennobling  pursuit.  It  could  scarcely  be 
described  as  a  cheap  pastime,  as  he  estimated  that 
every  pound  of  trout  brought  to  basket  by  an  angler 
cost  about  five  dollars.  He  spoke  of  fly  fishing  as  a 
lofty,  ennobling  occupation.  He  said  some  people 
looked  upon  it  as  a  mild  form  of  lunacy,  but  he  had 
found  it  dainty  charming  and  pleasant  to  the  finer 
sensibilities. 

He  instanced  that  only  classic  in  sporting  litera- 
ture that  had  to  do  with  fishing,  namely,  "The 
Complete  Angler,"  and  he  described  glowingly  the 
beauties  of  the  McCloud  river  and  its  surroundings 
— an  ideal  stream,  the  realisation  of  an  angler's 
dream. 

Dr.  Van  Dyke  told  several  stories  and  preached  a 
dainty  sermon.  One  of  his  stories  was  of  the 
Scotchman,  who,  after  an  unsuccessful  day  on  the 
river,  tossed  his  fly-book  into  the  stream  and  said 
in  disgust,  "Tak'  yer  choice !  " 

He  also  told  of  the  great  trout  Nicodemus  on  the 
river  Neversink,  and  of  the  man  who  tried  to  take 
him.  In  the  morning  he  tried  a  Red  Ibis.  The 
trout  got  away  with  this.  Later  in  the  day  he  had 
him  on  a  White  Miller,  and  again  his  troutship 
disappeared.  In  the  evening  he  tried  him  with  a 
Blue  Jay,  and  after  a  struggle  landed  him.  The 
three  flies  were  fastened  to  the  trout,  and  when  the 
angler  saw  the  national  colours  he  remembered  it 
was  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  he  knew  why  the  com- 
binations had  proved  so  effective. 

Governor  Pardee  sent  his  regrets  for  an  unavoid- 
able absence  from  the  gathering.  In  voicing  them. 
Judge  Hunt  combined  the  introduction  of  Dr. 
Jordan,  of  Stanford  University,  saying : 

"  The  '  Governor '  is  a  good  fly,  but  the  '  Pro- 
fessor' is  a  better  one."  Dr.  Jordan  created  a 
laugh  by  addressing  his  auditors  as  "  fellow 
geologists."  He  said:  "The  trout  lie  at  the 
bottom  of  green  streams.  Let  us  lie  about  the 
trout."  He  then  spoke  entertainingly  of  the 
anglers  of  Samoa,  Japan,  and  Honolulu.  He  took 
a  rise  out  of  Judge  Hunt  by  telling  how  the  latter 
loaned  his  trout  scales  to  a  lady  who  found  they 
recorded  the  weight  of  her  baby  as  being  sixty-eight 
pounds. 

He  was  followed  by  Charles  S.  Wheeler,  who 
described  a  fishing  trip  to  the  McCloud  in  company 
with  Dr.  Van  Dyke,  during  which  the  gentleman 
from  Princeton  landed  a  7lb.  Dolly  Vardon  trout. 
As  showing  that  this  was  no  "fish story,"  the  trout 
was  paraded  on  a  huge  platter,  and  there  was  a 
general  craning  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  noble 
"speckled  beauty."  Mr.  Wheeler  explained  that 
the  trout  was  killed  with  a  GJoz.  Leonard  rod,  and 
said  he  never  saw  a  fish  handled  with  more  skill 
and  grace. 

Alex.  T.  Vogelsang,  the  next  speaker,  did  full 
justice,  and  in  a  particularly  apt  and  felicitous 
manner,  to  "The Scientific  Angler,"  a  subject  which 
he  spoke  upon  entertainingly  and  exhaustively, 
saying,  among  other  things,  that  a  true  fi-herman 
should  rejoice  more  over  a  few  fish  well  caught  than 
over  a  full  creel.  He  advocated  the  observance  of 
chivalry  toward  the  denizens  of  the  stream.  Instead 
of  losing  temper  when  a  fish  gets  away,  the  proper 
thing,  according  to  the  Vogelsang  code,  is  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  having  made  his  escape.  "Re- 
member you  are  merely  working  for  your  own 
pleasure,  while  the  fish  is  fighting  for  his  life,"  was 
the  way  the  speaker  put  it.  The  banquet  was  one 
of  the  most  enjoyable  of  the  many  given  by  the 
club. 


MR.  JAMES  OGDBN'S  MAY  FLIES. 

Me.  Jambs  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  sends  me  some  samples  of  his  grand 
May  Flies,  for  which  he  has  a  great  demand  every 
season.  In  the  winged  patterns  I  have  found 
"The  Marquis"  (No.  4).  with  real  sunimer  duck 
wing,  very  deadly  ;  also  No.  10,  No.  11,  and  No.  1. 
I  believe  Mr.  Ogden  himself  does  best  with  his 
sunk  fly  patterns  hackled  to  represent  wings,  and 
on  smallish  streams,  where  there  is  the  least  colour 
in  the  water.  I  have  done  best  with  these  patterns 
used  unoiled,  but  cast  a  foot  above  a  rising  fish, 
and  he  rarely  refuses  it.  Mr.  Ogden  does  not  over- 
hackle  his  floaters,  and  they  float  splendidly. 

R.  B.  M. 


SEA  FISHERIES. 

Many  matters  of  interest  are  dealt  with  in  the 
"  Annual  Report  of  Proceedings  under  Acts  Relating 
to  Sea  Fisheries  ( England  and  Wales)  for  the  Year 
1903."  In  his  general  report  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer 
apologises  for  the  delay  in  its  appearance,  due  in  a 
measure,  we  regret  to  say,  to  Mr.  Archer's  absence 
through  illness,  but  doubtless  the  chief  causes  are 
the  "insufficient  staff  and  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Board."  It  is  the  same  old  story— neglect 
of  our  fisheries  by  the  Government.  The  sea 
fisheries  of  this  country  ought  to  be  the  object  of 
greatest  care,  in  view  of  the  growing  competition 
of  Germany  and  other  continental  nations ;  every- 
thing should  be  done  to  foster  and  protect  and 
encourage  them  as  a  nursery  for  the  Navy  and  an 
immensely  important  home  supply  of  food.  The 
most  striking  thing  in  the  report  is  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  large  steam  trawlers  and 
the  great  decrease  in  sailing  trawlers — for  instance, 
in  1893  there  were  over  2000sailmg  trawlers,  in  1903 
only  822.  In  1893  there  were  only  480  steam  trawlers 
averaging  about  forty  tons;  in  1903  there  were 
1135  averaging  fifty-seven  tons ;  curiously  enough, 
the  average  of  the  sailing  trawlers  was  fifty-seven 
tons  in  1893  and  about  forty  tons  in  1903,  just  the 
reverse  of  the  steam  figures.  Although  one  cannot 
help  regretting  the  reduction  of  the  sailing  fleet, 
for  many  reasons,  chiefly  as  a  school  for  seamen, 
it  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  there  was  an 
increase  of  over  1000  in  the  nimaber  of  men 
employed  in  1903  as  compared  with  1902— it  would 
be  interesting  if  Mr.  Fryer  could  give  us  the  figures 
for  1893  and  1903  to  see  if  the  passing  of  the 
saiUug  trawler  has  affected  the  number  9f  men 
employed,  and  if  so  how.  It  is  also  interesting  to 
know  that  the  value  and  amount  of  fish  captured 
is  larger  in  1933  than  in  1902  ;  ll,198,000cwt.in  1903 
valued  at  £7,209,000,  and  10,479,000cwt.  in  1902 
These  figures  are  for  England  and  Wales  only,  for 
fish  captured  and  landed  first  on  their  shores.  It 
does  not  look  as  if  the  sea  was  being  fished  out, 
but  we  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Fryer  hopes  m  a 
year  or  two  to  have  statistics  which  may  throw 
light  on  this  important  question. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  reliable  statistics  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  find  boats  registered  at  one  port,  owned  at 
or  belonging  to  another,  and  fishing  from  a  third. 
Then  in  the  latest  development  fleets  of  trawlers 
work  together  away  out  in  the  North  Sea  and  send 
their  combined  takes  direct  to  BUfingsgate  in 
special  "carrier"  steamers. 

Many  other  most  interesting  matters  are  touched 
on  in  Mr.  Fryer's  general  report— his  reports  are 
always  very  clear.  In  a  special  report  on  the 
contamination  of  shellfish  by  sewage,  which  is  reallj 
an  epitome  of  the  history  of  modern  sanitary 
methods  and  laws  (insanitary  would  be  more  appro 
priate  as  far  as  our  shore  fisheries  are  concerned). 
Mr.  Fryer  points  out  the  absolute  nece.ssity  foi 
fresh  legislation  in  the  interests  alike  of  public 
health  and  the  fishing  industry. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Masterman's  report  on  the  pollution 
of  the  Thames  is  interesting  as  showing  that, 
although  the  London  County  Council  did  not  thinb 
it  necessary,  they  have  been  compelled  to  take  the 
sludge  "several  miles  further  seaward"— fro oc 
Barrow  Deep  to  Black  Deep.  Dr.  Mastermar 
evidently  thinks  it  would  have  been  better  to  ^( 
out  still  further  to  sea  with  the  dangerous  poisonous 

The  time  will  come  when  people  will  wonder  hov 
the  greatest  city  in  the  world  was  ever  content  ti 
dump  her  filth  into  the  mouth  of  her  great  highwa; 
instead  of  cremating  it.  ,    , ,     ,  t 

Dr.  Mastennan  speaks  very  highly  of  Dr,  Jame 
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Marie's  "  Eeport  on  the  Sea  Fisheries  and  Fishing 
Industries  of  the  Thames  Estuary,  prepared  for  the 
Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee."  We 
have  only  seen  Part  I.  of  this  report,  and  that 
unfortunately  was  annexed  by  somebody.  Dr. 
Masterman  says  that  "  the  author  has,  at  every  turn 
throughout  the  pages,  supplemented  the  previous 
knowledge  of  others  by  personal  investigations," 
which  give  the  work  a  value  of  its  own.  Part  I. 
being  mainly  biological,  Part  II.  will  deal  with  the 
practical  side  of  the  fishing  industry.     R.  B.  M. 


THE  LAEGESTLOCH  TAY  SALMON 
OF  THE  YEAE  KILLED  FEOM 
KENMOEE. 


The  accompanying  phptograph  represents  the 
heaviest  salmon  killed  this  year  from  Kenmore, 
Loch  Tay,  up  till  the  time  of  writing.  It  was 
caught  by  Mrs.  Knight,  of  the  Breadalbane  Hotel, 
Kenmore,  on  April  3.  Its  weight  was  381b.,  length 
45in.,  and  girth  22in.  The  fish  was  a  cock  one,  in 
good  condition,  and,  as  the  photograph  shows,  of 
very  shapely  proportions.  It  was  taken  by  means 
of  a  No.  8  Brown  and  Gold  Phantom  Minnow,  and 
relieved  the  reel  of  100  yards  of  line  at  the  first 
rush,  leaving  only  twenty  yards  in  reserve,  and 
giving  its  captor  half  an  hour's   most  exciting 


Mrs.  Knight  and  heb  38lb.  Loch  Tay  Salmon. 


sport  before  receiving  its  coup  de  grace.  This 
salmon  is  probably  the  heaviest  caught  in  the  loch 
from  Kenmore  since  1890,  when  one  of  401b.  4oz. 
was  secured  by  a  London  gentleman. 

It  may  be  added  that  Mrs.  Knight  has  had 
excellent  sport  throughout  the  season.  This  lady 
made  a  lucky  beginning  by  capturing  the  first  fish 
of  the  year — a  nice  one  of  271b. — on  the  opening 
day,  Jan.  15  last.  C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  FISH 
CAUGHT  AT  PENZANCE, 


APEIL,  190 


'5. 


,  I  HAVE  only  noted  those  fish  caught  by  line  or 
"in-shore"  nets,  as  those  brought  in  by  trawlers 
often  came  from  a  great  distance.  Unless  other- 
wise noted,  the  following  fish  were  line  caught  at  a 
depth  of  about  twenty  fathoms.  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger 
kindly  determined  the  bleimies  for  me. 

Monkfish  [Squatina  angelus  (?)  (Yarrell,  II., 
p.  407);  Squalus  squatina  (?)  (Bloch,  pi.  116)]. — 
Specimens  from  31b.  to  41b.  eacli  caught  by  nets, 
hut  are  said  to  run  twice  this  size.  This  p  a 
predatory  fish  with  large  teeth.  I  only  saw  a  few 
specimens.  . 

P'ollacTi  up  to  reib.  caught  by  nets,  but .  this  fish 
was  by  no  means  common  so  early  in  the  season, 
and  the  few.  caught  whifiBng  were  none  of  them 
over  1  lb.,  and  generally  nearer  ^Ib. 

WTiiUng.-trTlx&[^  were    a_  few  fine   "  silver . ' ' 


whiting,  running  up  to  21b.  each,  to  be  caught  in 
the  bay,  but  as  this  ground  was  trawled  over  every 
night  there  were  not  many  left  for  the  rodmen. 
I  did  not  hear  of  anyone  getting  more  than  a 
score  in  the  day. 

Whiting  Pout  {blind). — A  few  of  these  were  to 
be  got,  the  largest  lilb.  When  quite  fresh  and  of 
fair  size  this  fish  is  little  inferior  to  the  silver 
whitmg  in  edible  quality.  I  also  got  a  few  small 
and  apparently  immature  whiting  with  very  large 
eyes,  termed  by  the  fishermen  "bibbers,"  which 
are  presumably  yoimg  whiting  pout.  They  are 
certainly  not  young  pollack. 

Haddock. — Scarce.  I  saw  a  few  small  fish, 
rather  over  a  pound  each. 

Gurnard,  Grey. — Not  uncommon,  and  running 
up  to  l^lb.  each. 

Gurnard,  Bed  [Trigla  cuculus  (Montagu) ;  T. 
Blochii  (Yarrell,  I.,  p.  50);  T.  cuculus  (?)  (Blochj 
pi.  59)].  —  I  caught  several  ruddy- 
coloured  gurnard  which  the  fishermen 
declared  were  red  gurnard,  but  which, 
on  careful  examination,  I  identified  as 
mere  colom-  varieties  of  the  grej--  gur- 
nard. One  specimen,  of  about  ^Ib,, 
could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  rest, 
and  yet  was  distinct  from  the  T. 
cuculus  of  Linnaeus  (which  is  a  ruddy 
gurnard  well  known  at  Penzance,  and 
locally  called  "cuckoo  gurnard").  I 
think  Yarrell  was  right  in  saying  that 
"two  species  of  red  gurnard  had  re- 
ceived the  trivial  name  of  cuculus." 
The  specimen  I  had  was  clearly  the  fish 
figured  by  Yarrell  as  "Bloch's  gur- 
nard," though  I  am  not  equally  sure 
that  it  is  identical  with  the  fish  figured 
by  Bloch  as  T.  cuculus.  My  specimen 
showed  fin  rays:  D.  9 — 18;  A.  17. 
One  of  these  two  kinds  of  ruddy 
gurnards  grows  to  a  large  size,  but 
which  I  could  not  teU,  as  no  fully  grown  fish  was 
available  for  examination. 

Picked  Dogfish  [Squalus  acanthias],  —  This  is 
the  fish  which  causes  so  much  trouble  to  Penzance 
fishermen,  cuts  the  nets  with  his  sharp  spines,  and 
bites  the  hooks  off  the  lines.  There  did  not  seem 
many  about  m  April,  although  I  got  one  between 
5lb.  and  61b. 

Spotted  Dogfish  [S.  catulus  (Yarrell,  II.,  p.  367)]. 
-Local  name  "morgay."  There  were 
plenty  of  these  about,  averaging  about 
1  lb.  each,  or  rather  more.  It  is  a 
pretty  fish  and  quaintly  spotted.  The 
fishermen  say  they  are  harmless,  but 
always  destroy  them,  often  using  the 
tough  skin  as  labels  on  boxes  of  fish. 

Bream. — Scarce  during  April,  and 
only  to  be  got  in  deep  water  several 
miles  from  shore.  I  had  a  few  about 
lib.  each.  Londoners  do  not  esteem 
this  fish  for  table  use,  but  when  really 
fresh  they  are  firm  and  good,  besides 
possessing  a  pleasant,  distinctive, 
.aromatic  flavour. 

Blennius  galitera  (Montagu).  — 
Montagu's  blermy  differs  from  B. 
palmicornis  in  having  the  dorsal  fins 
separated  and  not  prolonged  to  almost 
touch  the  tail,  yet  this  latter  fish  is 
the  B.  galitera  of  some  authors. 

Blennius    pholis   is  distinguished 
from  other  British  blennies   by  the 
absence  of  any  "crest"  or  tentacles 
above  the  eyes.    Both  these  latter  fish 
are  very  common  at  Penzance,  and 
may  be  caught  at  low  tide  in  nearly  every  pool 
among  the  rocks  if  only  a  few  inches  deep.  They 
are  indiscriminately  known  locally  as  "bull-cod." 
Their   tenacity  to  life  is  well-known,   and  the 
specimens  I  sent  from  Penzance  to  London  arrived 
alive  and. well.    It  is  a  pity  that  the  edible  fish 
do  not  possess  this  trait. 

Among  non-vertebrate  marine  life  the .  spider- 
crab  was  not  uncommon,  and  is  prized  by  some  as 
being  superior  to  the  common  crab  for  table  use. 
Some  very  beautiful  starfish  are  also  to  be  met  with. 
One  of  these  (a  five-rayed  form)  has  double  rows  of 
pearly  beads  on  each  ray,  and  is  a  beautiful  object. 

A.  WOKSLEY. 


FISHING  AT  LOCHENBEECK. 


Mb.  E.  C.  Priest,  proprietor  of  the  Lochenbreck 
Hotel,  Castle  Douglas,  N.B.,  wrote  to  mo  the  oth«r 
day  to  ask  me  to  send  his  card  to  some  corre- 
spondent who  wanted  trout  fishing  in  fine  bracing 
scenery.  Never  having  heard  of  Lochenbreck,  pnl 
having  but  a  faint  idea  where  Castle  Douglas  is,  I 
asked  Mr.  Priest  to  send  me  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers  a  few  particulars  about  the  place.  He  does 
so  as  follows,  and  I  think  anyone  looking  out  for  a 
change  of  fishing  quarters  would  do  well  to  make  a 
note  of  it.  r.  b.  M. 

"Lochenbreck  Hotel,  Castle  Douglas, 
"Kirkcudbrightshire,  N.B. 
"  Dear  Sie, — I  am  much  obhged  to  you  for 
sending  my  card  on  to  your  correspondent.    I  am 
pleased  to  give  you  a  little  information  about  this 


Lochenbreck. 

district  of  Galloway.  This  hotel  is  in  Kirkcud- 
brightshire, and  is  nearly  eight  hundred  feet  above 
sea  level,  with  extensive  views  of  the  surrounding 
country:  Skiddaw  and  the  Cumberland  Hills  can 
be  seen  on  a  clear  day,  and  three  miles  up  the  road 
the  Isle  of  Man  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

"^There  is  a  fair  amount  of  fishing  done.  The 
River  Dee  is  salmon  and  sea-trout,  but  most  of  it 
reserved.     The  Tarff  River  some  parts  are  free 


In  India  the  native  barber  will  shave  his  cus- 
tomers in  their  sleep  without  waking  them,  so  light 
is  "his  touch. 


Lochenbreck  Hotel  and  Spa. 

where  sea-trout  and  herling  are  taken.  The  Flee 
River  ■  tickets  for  the  season  are  sold  for  a  smal 
sum,  I  think  10s.  6d.  There  are  several  lochs  and 
bums. 

"Lochenbreck,  five  minutes  ^from  the  hotel, 
contains  nothing  but  trout.  It  is  not  fished  a 
great  deal,  only  the  visitors  staying  here.  The 
trout  run  three  and  four  to  the  pound,  and  some- 
times half  and  three-quarter  pound  are  takeru 
There  is  any  quantity  in  the  loch.  Yesterday 
a  man  from  the  village  went  out  to  get  me  a  dish 
and  brought  in  forty,  using  Zulu,  Butcher,  and 
Grouse  and  Claret  flies. 

"  Loch  Whyneon,  foux  miles,  I  get  permit*  for 
visitors  wishing  to  go.  W^oodhaU  Loch,  three 
miles,  contains  pike  and  perch  only.  There  are 
also  several  smaller  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood. 

"The  nearest  station  is  New  Galloway,  seven 
ar\d  a  hajf  miles, ,but' the  besfand  most'oo^iveirient  is 
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Castle  Douglas,  nine  miles,  which  is  mostly  used. 
The  nearest  village  is  two  and  a  half  miles,  so  the 
hotel  is  quite  by  itself,  and  the  finest  health  resort 
in  the  South  of  Scotland.  I  came  here  three  years 
ago,  and  made  it  as  comfortable  as  possible  as  it 
had  fallen  into  a  very  low  state  through  neglect. 

"Mr.  S.  R.  Crockett,  who  has  written  so  much 
of  this  neighbourhood  in  <The  Raiders,',  'Lilac 
Sunbonnet,'  etc.,  came  and  stayed  for  a  month, 
and  in  his  last  book  published,  '  In  Raiderland,' 
speaks  very  highly  of  this  hotel.  I  have  advertised 
,  it  a  great  deal,  and  trying  to  make  it  a  success. 

"  The  railway  service  from  London  is  very  good  : 
the  9.30  a.m.  from  St.  Pancras  reaches  Castle 
Douglas  5.58  p.m.  Week-end  tickets  at  single 
fare  for  return  journey  gives  one  five  clear  days 
here  by  leaving  by  the  12  midnight  from  St.  Pan- 
cras, and  returning  by  any  train  up  to  and  including 
the  10.35  p.m.  from  Castle  Douglas  Tuesday  night, 
which  arrives  at  St.  Pancras  7  a.m. 

"I  am  sending  you  one  or  two  postcards,  which 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  place. — Yours  truly, 

"May  10."  "Edgab  G.  Priest. 


CONCERNING  FLOATS. 


No.  XVI.— FIVE  VARIOUS. 


[Continued  from  page  277.) 
Messrs.'  F.  T<  Williams  and  Co.,  of  10,  Great 
Queen-street,  London,  have  sent  five  floats  as  per 
sketch — namely,  the  Cumberland,  "  Job,"  French, 
Reed,  and  "Tom  Tit"  floats.  The  Cumberland 
float  (No.  1 )  was  so  named  after  an  old  customer, 
who  dealt  with  the  once  celebrated  London  fishing 
tackle  establishment  kept  by  Mr.  Billington,  of 
Chalton-street,  Somers  Town,  and  Mr.  Cumberland, 
who  introduced  this  float  to  the  notice  of  London 
anglers,  was  a  customer  of  Mr.  Williams'  grand- 
father. 

It  is  still  used  and  well  spoken  of  by  old  Lea 
anglers.  The  float  in  the  sketch  will  carry  nine 
No.  A  shots:  one  threequarters  this  size,  eleven 
No.  4  shots ;  one  half  this  size,  eight  No.  4  shots  ; 
and  one  three-eighths  this  size,  four  No.  4  shots ;  the 
whole  of  the  float  being  coloured  jet  black,  .with 
the  exception  of  the  tip  of  selected  white  por- 
cupine; and  it  should  be  weighted  so  that  only 
this  is  visible.  It  is  one  of  the  best  floats  for 
fishing  in  rough  water  or  a  rapid  current,  and  is 
similar  in  shape  to  the  float  for  fishing  in  the 
Thames  sent  by  Mr.  Ogden-Smith,  of  Twickenham, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  cork  in  the  latter 
float  is  used  as  a  cap,  while  that  in  the  Cumber- 
land float  is  a  fixture.  Some  of  these  floats  have 
the  cork  round  and  some  have  it  oval.  There  is 
naturally  less  resistance  when  the  cork  is  tapered ; 
and  the  late  Mr.  Charles  South,  of  Littleport,  Cambs, 
a  very  clever  angler,  adopted  the  latter  shape  more 
particularly  for  fishing  in  the  tidal  part  of  the 
Ouse,  and  they  acted  admirably,  riding  almost  as 
steadily  as  an  ordinary  quill  in  a  gentle  stream. 
Strange  to  say,  Mr.  South  used  strong,  neatly- 
whipped,  well-shaped  long  caps  with  these  floats, 
not  quite  so  long  as  those  used  with  the  French 
float  in  sketch  No.  2,  but  the  aperture  was  much 
wider ;  and  the  black  binding  near  the  tip  was  so 
well  defined  that  one  could  detect  the  most  gingerly 
bite.  The  smallest  of  his  set  of  three  floats  which 
I  possess,  is  an  excellent  one  for  either  still  or 
running  water,  more  especially  where  it  is  necessary 
to  get  the  bait  out  a  considerable  distance.  It  is 
5iin.  in  length,  and  the  largest  exactly  8in.,  with 
cork  about  double  the  size  of  the  former  float,  the 
well-preserved  l^in.  of  gamboge-coloured  oval 
cork  being  2iin.  from  the  tip,  and  the  porcu- 
pine quill  below  the  cork  to  the  ring  on  the 
bottom  well  varnished,  smooth,  and  hard  as  ever. 
The  cap  is  unique,  being  an  inch  in  length,  fits  the 
float  Hke  a  glove,  and  is  most  neatly  and  strongly 
bound  at  the  top  and  bottom,  enabling  one  to  see  a 
bite  much  quicker  than  watching  the  sharp  tip  of 
porcupine  that  so  often  protrudes  through  a  coarse 
ordinary  cap. 

The  Beed  Float  (No.  2).— With  respect  to  this 
float  Mr.  Williams  says: — "About  twenty  years 
ago  it  was  made  by  us  at  the  suggestion  of  a 
London  angler,  and  was  intended  to  serve  the  two- 
fold purpose  of  a  sliding  and  fixed  float.  As  can 
easily  be  seen  the  top  of  the  float  is  unfinished ; 
thete  should  be  a  piece  of  ivory  with  a  peg  that 
screws  in  the  aperture.  It  is  just  possible  that 
the  reason  this  float  never  "caught  c'n"  was 


because  the  parts  being  separate  one  or  both  were 
liable  to  get  lost  (as  in  this  case),  and  we  did  not 
advertise  it  as  it  deserved."  Another  great  point 
in  its  favour  was.  the  weeds  did  not  hang  round 
the  line  the  same  as  when  a  cap  was  used  in  the 
ordinary  way,  the  cap  often  acting  as  a  ledge  for 
weeds,  etc.,  to  rest  on,  and  when  a  fish  took  the 
bait  the  stroke  was  directly  on  the  centre  of  the 
float,  and  therefore  straight  on  the  hook.  Floats, 
shots,  hooks,  etc.,  I  think,  must  look  larger  on 
paper  than  they  actually  are,  for  Mr.  Williams 
says:  "The  Cumberland  floatj;  is  shown  rather 
large  in  your  drawing." 

Three  or  four  tackle-makers  who  have  sent  floats 
have  made  similar  remarks,  and  one  gentleman 
said :  "  The  floats  are  all  too  large,  and  the  felf- 
cocking  float  is  big  enough  for  a  pike-float,"  and 


No.  1.   Fixed  porcupine  to  cork  float.  Length, 

5|in.  ;  diameter,  cork  centre,  fin. 
No.  2.   Hollow  reed  float.     Open  at  both  ends, 

with  bone  tip  and  tail.    A,  piece  chipped  out. 

Length,  4|in. 
No.  3.  Porcupine  with  hollow  quill  long  cap.  Line 

passing  through  tip.    Length,  4j\in.  full  to  top 

of  cap  ;  cap,  fin. 
No.  4.  A  Bazin's  transparent  London  taper  quill  or 

tip-capped  float,  plugged  at  each  end  with  bone. 

Length,  IJin. 
No.  5.   "  Tom-Tit "  Float.    Quill  over  wood  tip, 

with  fixed  cork  body  to  wood  tail.    Cork,  white 

and  pale  green.    Length,  I|in.  to  lower  curve  of 

ring ;  diameter  of  cork  centre,  Jin.  full. 

yet  the  floats  referred  to  were  sketched  exactly  the 
same  size  as  the  actual  floats,  so  I  conclude  that 
they  must  look  larger  than  they  really  are. 

The  French  Float  (No.  3),  known  as  the  "  Job  " 
float,  is  a  capital  float  for  fishing  weedy  water.  It 
should  have  two  extra  long  caps — one  at  the  top 
and  the  other  at  the  bottom,  about  an  inch  in 
length,  but  the  long  bottom  cap  is  not  shown  in 
the  sketch.    These  long  caps  are  made  from  the 


ends  of  two  quills  that  fit  the  float  to  a  nicety,  and 
they  prevent  the  line  from  getting  entangled  with 
weeds,  etc. 

I  have  seen  several  Lea  anglers  follow  a  method 
that  does  equally  well  by  having  an  extra  cap  at 
the  top  and  bottom  of  the  float,  the  extra  caps  being 
put  on  at  the  extreme  ends  of  the  float. 

The  London  Taper  Quill  Or  Tip-Capped  Float 
(No.  4). — Many  anglers  think  this  the  best  for 
fishing  in  ponds,  lakes,  etc.,  and  streams  with  a 
gentle  current  when  there  is  little  or  no  wind. 
Having  a  cap  near  each  end  of  it  that  fits  close  to 
the  line  not  only  enables  the  angler  to  detect  the 
slightest  bite,  but  to  strike  with  great  precision. 
The  float  sketched  (No  4)  will  carry  two  or  three 
No.  6  shots.  This  sort  of  float,  which  was  so  much 
improved  by  the  celebrated  London  float-maker, 
Mr.  Bazin,  and  referred  to  in  article  No.  XIV., 
page  206  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  cannot  be  pro- 
cured now.  The  original  maker  of  these  floats  was 
Mr.  James  Richards,  who  died  in  1833  ;  after  this 
date  a  Mr.  Harrison  was  famous  for  them  from 
about  1834  to  1850.  The  making  of  them  was 
continued  by  the  then  roach-rod  maker,  Mr.  Bazin, 
of  Hackney,  and  who,  Mr.  Williams  says,  "  has 
never  been  beaten  in  the  art  of  making  them,  and 
never  will ;  some  of  his  large  quills  selling  for  5s. 
each,  which  would  carry  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
A  shots."  The  float  shown  in  the  sketch  (No.  4) 
was  possibly  the  smallest  he  ever  made — a  most 
beautifully  finished  float. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Hofland,  in  his  very  interesting  "  British 
Angler's  Manual,''  1839,  inscribed  to  Sir  Francis 
Chantrey,  in  Chapter  XL,  on  roach,  says:  "For 
punt  fishing,  Mr.  Cheek,  tackle-maker,  in  the  Strand, 
manufactures  a  very  convenient  light  cane  rod  for 
punt  fishing.'  It  consists  of  three  pieces,  two  of 
them  going  into  the  butt  end,  thus  making  a  light 
walking  cane.  This  rod  will  be  found  very  useful 
for  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  fishing,  but  it  is  too 
slight  for  barbel.''  And  he  says:  "In  the  months, 
of  October  and  November,  when  the  water  is  high, 
the  best  fishing  in  the  Thames  is  from  the  banks. 


No.  6. 


A  light  cane-rod  18ft.  long  must  be  used  (and  this 
may  be  had  in  great  perfection  of  the  maker,  Mr. 
J.  Bazin,  Hackney,  where  fine  wire  roach  hooks 
may  also  be  procured),  with  a  single  hair  line. 
No.  12  hook,  and  a  light  tip-capped  float — (the 
float  under  notice,  no  doubt) — so  that  your  iDait 
should  be  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the 
bottom.  Your  line  from  the  rod  should  not  be 
more  than  ten  or  fifteen  inches  above  the  float, 
over  which  the  point  of  your  rod  should  be  held, 
so  that  you  may  strike  quickly  with  a  gentle  turn 
of  the  wrist  the  moment  you  see  a  bite."  In  article 
No.  XlVi  on  this  subject  the  words  used  are,  "  The 
action  being  simply  a  turn  of  the  wrist."  "When 
you  have  hooked  a  fish  keep  him  as  much  under 
the  point  of  your  rod  as  possible,  showing  him 
the  butt,  and  playing  him  carefully  until  he  is 
exhausted,  and  if  a  heavy  fish  then  use  your 
landing-net."  Whatever  else  Mr.  Hofland  knew 
about  angling,  he  evidently  knew  how  to  fish  for 
roach  with  a  tight  line. 

Last,  and  least  of  all  the  floats  I  have  received, 
is  the  ':Tom  Tit"  float  (No.  5),  so  named  from  its 
smallness.  Mr.  Williams  says  : — "This  small  egg- 
shaped  float  is  sixty  years  old ;  is  made  with  a 
piece  of  goose-quill  at  the  top,  plugged  with 
wood ;  the  upper  portion  of  the  tiny  cork  painted 
white,  and  the  lower  pale  green,  and  is  suitable 
for  pond  or  lake  fishing  on  a  windy  day."  If  many 
other  floats  I  have  seen  were  painted  a  similar 
colour,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  advantage, 
especially  when  angling  in  clear,  shallow  streams, 
small  eddies,  and  slacks  formed  at  the  end  of 
mill  pools,  and  at  the  bends  of  rivers. 

Crystal  Hooks. — I  cannot  close  these  remarks 
without  referring  to  the  excellent  Crystal  hooks 
sold  by  Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.  They  are 
first-class  and  justly  celebrated  (see  sketch  No.  6). 
In  a  most  interesting  pamphlet,  entitled,  "SoiBa 
Facts  Regarding  Crystal  and  Other  Hooks,"  Mr. 
Williams  says :  "  Like  most  other  good  things  our 
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•  Crystal '  hook  has  been  imitated :  notably  in  the 
case  of  an  eyed  hook  for  fly  fishing,  very  closely 
resembling  our  « Crystal'  in  shape.  Other  imi- 
tations, however,  which  are  not  by  any  means 
flattering,  are  being  produced  and  sold  elsewhere 
under  the  name  of  *  Crystal '  hooks,  which,  in  many 
most  important  respects,  fall  far  short  of  the 
excellencies  of  our  original  production  ;  and  we  are 
quite  confident  that  anglers  who  once  try  our 
'  Crystal '  hooks  will  not  only  recognise  their  great 
superiority  to  the  spurious  imitations  of  which  we 
have  complained,  but  will  in  future  bestow  all 
their  orders  for  '  Crystal '  hooks  upon  the  original 
and  genuine  makers." 

According  to  Greville  Fennell  in  "  The  Book  of 
the  Roach,"  page  61,  Harry  Crystal  was  an  excel- 
lent roach  and  chub  fisher  well  known  on  the 
Thames.  I  may  add,  in  passing,  that  the  gut  to 
which  these  hooks  are  tied  is  as  good  as  the  hooks, 
especially  some  that  he  sent  tied  to  very  fine 
gut  stained  green  for  fishing  in  weedy  rivers. 
Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.  keep  an  excellent 
stock  of  rods,  reels,  lines,  and  angling  gear  of 
every  description  for  all  sorts  of  fishing.  Many  of 
his  split  cane  rods  are  made  by  himself,  and,  being 
a  practical  angler,  this  should  be  a  good  recom- 
mendation. At  any  rate,  the  buyer  knows  that 
he  is  getting  a  genuine  article.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Williams  will  be  glad  to  give  any  information  in 
his  power,  and  send  a  price  list  gratis  to  intending 
purchasers. 

(To  he  continued.) 


HOW  TO  TIE  SALMON  FLIES. 

WITH  ILLUSTRATED  DIRECTIONS. 
By  Major  Hale. 

(Continued  from  page  294.) 
CHAPTER    VII.  —  continued. 
Built  Wings. 

These  are  the  most  difficult  of  all  wings  to  tie 
well,  and  so  far  as  the  upper  wing  is  concerned  it 
is  very  difficult  to  describe  the  method  of  tying  so 
that  the  whole  process  may  be  clearly  understood. 
We  will  take  as  an  example  the  wings  of  Jock 
Scott,  the  description  of  which  is  as  follows: — 
Underwings — strips  of  dark  brown  turkey,  with 
black  bar  and  white  tips;  overwings — bustard, 
golden  pheasant  tail,  grey  mallard,  swan  dyed  blue 
and  yellow,  green  peacock  herl,  red  macaw,  mallard 
above,  and  a  topping. 

The  underwings  come  first.  On  an  eyed  hook 
it  is  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to  tie  them 
on  top  of  the  hook  by  the  method  described  for 
tails  composed  of  strips  in  Chapter  IV.  ;  but  on  a 
hook  with  gut  loop  the  strips  have  a  tendency,  with 
beginners,  to  sit  anywhere  but  on  top  and  straight 
with  the  shank,  and  more  often  than  not  the  strips 
are  pulled  over  to  the  far  side  by  the  silk.  To 
obviate  this,  other  methods  of  controlling  the  strips 
are  adopted.  One  method  is  carried  out  with  the 
aid  of  a  loop  of  sewing  silk  to  which  a  small  weight 
is  attached.  The  strips  are  placed  in  position  on 
top  of  the  hook,  and  gripped  with  the  hook  at  the 
point  of  tie,  between  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of 
the  left  hand.  The  loop  of  sewing  silk  is  then  passed 
over  the  butts  and  between  the  forefinger  and 


Fig.  62. 


thumb,  which  are  opened  temporarily;  they  are 
then  closed,  and  grip  hook,  strips,  and  sewing  silk. 
The  weight  is  then  carefully  pulled  down  until  the 
strips  are  firmly  down  on  the  hook  ;  the  forefinger 
and  thumb  are  then  moved  carefully  back  so  that 
the  tying  silk  can  be  wound  two  or  three  times 
behind  the  aewing  silk,  which  is  then  removed. 


The  other  methods  involve  the  use  of  both  fore- 
fingers and  thumbs.  They  grip  the  hook  and  strips 
one  on  either  side  of  the  tying  silk,  which  is  passed 
loosely  over  the  strips  and  is  then  gripped  between, 
and  pulled  by,  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  until  the  strips  are  firmly  down  on  the 
hook  ;  two  or  three  more  turns  are  then  wound  in 
the  same  way.  Some  take  a  turn  of  the  silk  round 
the  stiletto  (which  is  stuck  into  the  side  of  the  table), 
others  take  a  turn  round  a  waistcoat  button,  and 
then  gradually  raise  the  fly  until  the  silk  is  taut, 
instead  of  using  the  third  and  fourth  fingers ;  but 


these  methods  are  only  available  when  a  vice  is 
not  used. 

When  the  strips  have  been  bound  down  with 
three  or  four  turns,  the  butts  should  be  cut  off  with 
the  curved  pointed  scissors,  so  that  they  will  form 
a  tapered  head. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  longest  fibres  of  the 
underwing  in  Fig.  62  are  on  top.  Fig.  63  shows 
how  this  has  been  managed,  it  is  not  a  necessity 
but  helps  to  make  the  outline  of  the  whole  wing 


Fig.  64. 


more  regular.  Strips  of  any  kind,  even  tippet,  can 
be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  The  strip  should 
first  of  all  be  gripped  close  to  the  quill,  and  drawn 
back  in  one  movement.  It  can  then  be  set  to  any 
angle  and  torn  or  cut  off.  Every  strip  in  a  wing 
can  be  so  treated. 

The  next  step  is  to  make  up  the  inner  strips  of 
the  upper  or  overwing  ;  it  is  the  usual  practice  to 
form  these  with  the  coarser  and  least  showy 
feathers  named  in  the  dressing.  In  this  case,  there- 


FiG.  65. 


fore,  unite  strips  of  bustard,  golden  pheasant  tail, 
and  mallard — the  last-mentioned  on  top — one  for 
each  side  of  the  wing.  In  the  three  following 
illustrations  the  imderwing  has  been  omitted  for 
the  sake  of  clearness. 

To  tie  in  the  near  strip,  first  pick  up  the  "right" 
strip,  place  it  against  the  side  of  the  book,  and 


hold  it  there  as  shown  in  Fig.  04  (the  length  of  the 
strip  should  be  such  that,  when  tied  down,  the 
lowest  fibre  will  be  the  full  length  of  the  upper 
fibre  of  the  underwing). 

Second. — Take  hold  of  the  strip  with  forefinger 
and  thumb  of  left  hand,  and  bend  it  down  as 
shown  in  Fig.  65.  (It  should  be  noted  that  the 
strip  is  not  held  between  the  tips  of  right  thumb 
and  forefinger,  but  as  far  back  in  the  grip  as 
possible,  to  make  room  for  the  next  step.) 

Third. — The  thumb  and  forefinger  of  left  hand 
move  well  forward  and  again  grip  the  strip. 
Fig.  66. 


Fig.  C6. 


Fourth. — The  thumb  and  forefinger,  still  gripping 
the  strip  in  two  places,  are  now  drawn  backwards, 
towards  the  bend  of  the  hook.  This  backward 
movement  pulls  that  part  of  the  strip  which  is  to 
be  tied  down,  and  which  is  between  the  two  thumbs, 
to  a  horizontal  position.  This  fourth  step  is 
omitted  by  some  dressers.  ^ , 

Fifth,  and  this  is  the  difficult  part.  The  left 
thumb  is  gradually  turned  until  it  is  pointing  almost 
across  the  hook,  and  its  lower  edge  or  side  is 
pressing  down  the  strip  close  to  the  tying  silk,  th« 
left  forefinger  meanwhile  helping  the  left  thumb  to 
grip  the  hook.  The  above  operation  is  most 
difficult  to  a  begirmer  to  carry  out,  and,  even  with 
experienced  hands,  has  to  be  done  with  deliberation 
and  care,  in  order  that  the  fibres  may  be  carried 
down  one  on  top  of  the  other,  and  the  hook  firmly 
gripped ;  once  the  thumb  is  in  the  correct  position 
there  is  no  fear  of  the  fibres  being  carried  over  by 
the  silk.  The  right  forefinger  can  assist  by  its 
being  hinged  towards  the  left  thumb. 

Sixth. — Let  go  with  the  right  thumb  and  fore- 
finger and  wind  two  turns  of  silk  very  carefully, 
the  second  turn  behind  the  first.  The  butts  are 
now  cut  off  so  as  to  form  a  taper  when  tied  down. 

The  strip  for  the  far  side  is  next  put  on,  but  the 
forefinger  takes  the  place  of  the  thumb.  Some 
prefer,  after  step  two,  to  bring  forward  the  second 
finger,  and  press  the  strips  down  with  it  while  the 
silk  is  wound. 

Next,  make  up  right  and  left  strips  of  the 
remaining  feathers  given  in  the  dressing  descrip- 
tion, and  tie  them  on  in  the  same  way  as  the  last 
or  inner  strips. 

"Sides"  and  "cheeks"  come  next.  They 
should  be  tied  in  with  a  couple  of  turns  of  silk. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Theodore  Hook  as  Angler.— The  late  Theodore 
Hook,  of  facetious  memory,  although  not  a  devoted 
votary  of  Izaak  Walton,  was  by  no  means  averse 
to  the  occasional  exercise  of  his  patience  in  a  punt, 
but  he  always  confessed  that  brandy  (and  water  ?) 
and  sandwiches  were  the  best  part  of  the  amuse- 
ment. I  was  with  him  on  one  occasion,  and  never 
enjoyed  a  day  more  thoroughly.  Our  fisherman 
was  old  Walters,  well  known  thirty  years  ago  to  the 
frequenters  of  Hampton  Deeps.  Walters  was  a 
man  of  some  education,  and  considerable  dry 
humour,  and  Hook  and  he  maintained  an  amusing 
conversation.  Amongst  other  points,  Walters  was 
referring  to  his  experience  of  a  court  of  law,  where 
he  appeared  as  a  witness.  The  coxmsel  being 
disposed  to  browbeat  him  commenced  his  attack 
with— "Don't  be  frightened,  my  man — don't  be 
frightened."  To  which  Walters  replied  (pointing 
to  his  wig),  "  I  was  not  bom  in  an  ivy  bush  to  bo 
scared  by  an  owl !  "  The  overmatched  counsel 
immediately  desired  this  witness  to  stand  down. — 
Hambton,  tO'the  editor -of  the  Fiakerman'*  Maga^ 
zine  (1864).  ..    .  -  -  ^ 
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THE  FISHMONGERS'  COMPANY. 


[At  the  present  tfine  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
is  doing  great  and  good  work  in  seeing  that  the 
laws  against  the  illegal  taking  and  selling  of  fish 
sue  -esfwced  ;  -»*fact;  in  i»e«y  parts- *be  Getapany, 
through  its  agents,  is  a  regular  terror  to  evil-doers. 
—Ed.] 

Pol.  :  "  Do  you  know  me,  my  lord  ?  " 

Ham.  :  "Excellent  well ;  you  are  a  fishmonger." 

Pol.  :  "  Not  I,  my  lord.'i 

Ham.  :  "  Then  I  would  you  were  so  honest  a 
man."  —Hamlet  ii.,  2. 

The  Fishmongers  were  at  first  two  Companies— 
namely.  Stock  Fishmongers  and  Salt  Fishmongers, 
each  bearing  different  Coats  of  Arms. 

In  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  King  Henry  VHI., 
Anno  Dom.  1536,  the  said  Companies  were  united 
in  one. 

Salt  Wharf,  a  wharf  anciently  so-called  at  Queen- 
Hith,  Half  whereof  and  the  House  belonged  to 
Thomas  Weston,  Citizen  and  Fishmonger,  1435, 
and  given  by  him  in  his  Will  to  the  Company  of 
Fishmongers  for  ever,  Under  Condition  that  the 
Keepers  of  the  said  Art  should  hold  one  Obit,  as 
well  for  him  as  for  Solomon  Festorp  and  Margaret 
his  wife,  each  year,  in  the  day  of  his  Obit,  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Cold-Abbey. 

By  their  ancient  Statutes  it  was  forbidden  that 
no  Fishmonger  buy  fresh  fish  before  Mass  at  the 
Chappel  upon  the  Bridge  be  celebrated,  as  at  the 
Church  of  St.  Magnus. 

That  the  Fishermen  must  sell  fresh  fish  after 
Mass,  and  salt  fish  after  prime.* 

That  no  Fishmonger  ought  to  go  to  buy  fish 
beyond  the  bounds  appointed.  And  these  were  the 
bounds,  the  Chappel  upon  the  Bridge,  Bainards 
Castle,  Jordan's  Key,  Unless  the  fish  be  set  to 
sell  as  at  Northflete,  Dartford,  and  other  Markets; 

In  the  Hall  of  the  Company  is  a  memorial  to 
that  famous  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  William  Walworth, 
who  manfully  slew  the  rebel  Wat  Tyler.  And  they 
have  that  very  dagger  hanging  up  in  one  of  the 
rooms  that  did  that  heroic  execution.  All  this  and 
much  more  is  recorded  in  Stow's  "Survey  of 
London." 


BILLINGSGATE. 


."A  very  ancient  and  fish-like  smQlV  Shakespeare. 

BiLLTNGSGATE,  formerly  known  as  Belins-gate,  or 
the  Gate  of  Belinus,  King  of  Britain;  360  years 
before  the  Christian  era. 

It  was  not  till  the  reign  of  King  William  that  it 
became  celebrated  as  a  fish  market,  who  in  1699 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  made  it  a  free  port  for  fish' 
which  might  be  sold  every  day  in  the  week  except 
Sunday. 

I  cannot  give  a  list  of  the  fish  most  acceptable 
in  the  Saxon  ages;  but  there  is  a  list  of  those 
which  were  brought  to  market  in  that  of  Edward  I., 
who  descended  even  to  regulate  the  price  that  his 
subjects  might  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
vendors. 

The  best  plaice   l^d. 

A  dozen  of  the  best  soles    3d. 

Best  haddock  ;  , .  2d. 

Best  mullet   2d. 

John  Doree   5(j. 

Conger  "     \\  \\  ig' 

Turbot   6(j. 

Mackrel  in  Lent   Id, 

Mackrel  out  of  Lent    ^d. 

Best  pickled  herrings  twenty  a  Id. 

This  shows  that  the  invention  of  pickling  was 
before  the  time  of  William  Benkeleu,  who  died 
in  1397i 

Best  fresh  herrmgs  before  Michael- 
mas six  a  Id. 

Best  fresh  herrings  after  Michael- 
mas   twelve  a  Id. 

Thames  or  Severn  lamprey   4d. 

Best  fresh  oysters ....  a  gallon  for  2d. 

Best  eels   twenty-five  for  2d. 

Best  fresh  salmon  from  Christmas 

to  Easter    5g, 

Best  fresh  salmon  after  Easter  . .  Ss. 

Best  smelts  ....  one  hundred  for  Id. 

Best  lucy  or  pike   6s.  8dj 

By  the  very  high  price  of  the  pike,  it  is  very 
probable  that  this  fish  had  not  yet  been  introduced 

*  Dawn. 


into  our  ponds,  but  was  imported  at  this  period  as 
a  luxury,  pickled,  or  in  some  way  preserved. 

King  Richard's  master  cooks  have  left  a  most 
excellent  recipe  for  congur  in  sawse. 

The  sturgeon  was  also  admitted  to  table,  and 
there  is  twice  mention  in  Archbishop  Nevill's 
Great  Feast  of  a  certain  fish,  both  roasted  and 
baked,  imknown  at  present,  called  a  thirl-poole. 

The  seal  was  also  reckoned  a  fish,  and  with  the 
sturgeon  and  porpess  were  the  only  fresh  fish 
which,  by  the  xxxm.  of  Henry  VIII.,  were  per- 
mitted to  be  bought  of  any  stranger  at  sea  between 
England  and  France,  Flanders  and  Zealand. — 
Pennant's  "  Antiquity  of  tlic  City  of  London." 


NEWHAYEN. 


It  is  said  that  this  particular  fishing'commimity 
was  founded  by  King  James  the  Third,  who  was 
extremely  anxious  to  extend  the  industrial  resources 
of  his  kingdom  by  the  prosecution  of  the  fisheries, 
and  that  to  aid  him  in  this  design  he  brought  over 
a  colony  of  foreigners  to  practise  and  teach  the  art. 

Some  fishing  villages  are  known  to  have  origi- 
nated in  the  shipwreck  of  a  foreign  vessel,  when 
the  people  saved  from  destruction  squatted  on  the 
nearest  shore,  and  grew  in  the  fulness  of  time  into 
a  community. 

Newhaven  is  most  celebrated  for  its  "fish- 
wives," who  were  declared  by  King  George  IV.  to 
be  the  handsomest  women  he  had  ever  seen. — 
Macmillan,  1862. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames.— Genebai  Remabks. — The  best  trout 
I  have  heard  of  this  week  is  a  trout  of  61b.  caught 
at  Chertsey  by  a  Weybridge  angler.  Since  my  last 
report,  however,  a  71b.  fish  has  been  taken  at 
Laleham  by  Mr.  S.  Chichester,  of  Chertsey.  Mr. 
H.  Gomm  has  had  a  51b.  fish  at  Staines,  and 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  secured  two  of  4^1b.  and 
2^1b.  at  Henley — the  smaller  fish  was  returned. 
The  river  remains  in  excellent  condition,  and  with 
the  present  warm  weather  more  fish  ought  to  show 
up  and  be  caught.  The  Weybridge  branch  of  the 
T.  T.  R.  A.  intend  placing  200  trout  in  the  river 
shortly. — F.  H.  Ampulett. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  con- 
tinues to  keep  at  its  normal  height,  although  it  is 
very  fine.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  the  caddis  grub 
on  the  water,  and  the  tish  are  not  taking  at  all  well. 
Last  week,  Mr.  H.  Searle,  of  Staverton.  had  a  couple 
of  nice  baskets,  whilst  on  May  9,  Mr.  Rogers,  of 
Buckfastleigh,  landed  a  nice  salmon.  Messrs.  E. 
Distin,  Aukrell,  Full,  and  H.  T.  Distin  have  had 
small  baskets  during  the  week,  whilst  on  May  8 
and  9,  fishing  on  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson's  water,  the 
Rev.  Hughes  (who  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hughes, 
Vicar  of  Staverton)  landed  a  couple  of  fine  salmon, 
each  of  which  scaled  181b.  They  were  in  the  pink 
of  condition. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  Carey  has  gone 
down  very  much,  and  few  anglers  have  fished  the 
stream  during  the  past  week  with  anything  like 
success.  The  Exe  is  infested  with  pike,  and  it  is 
reported  that  these  fish  are  spoiling  the  trout  fishing. 
At  any  rate,  trout  anglers  have  not  had  an  ex- 
ceptional time  up  to  the  present,  and  it  might  pay 
the  conservators  if  they  set  aside  a  sum  annually 
for  restocking  purposes  as  other  boards  in  Devon 
have  done,  whilst  attention  should  undoubtedly  be 
paid  to  the  pike  problem.  The  Culm,  too,  is 
reported  to  contain  a  large  number  of  pike.  The 
salmon  fishing  in  the  estuary  of  the  Exe  has  been 
below  the  average  up  to  the  present. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton). — Rain  is  much 
wanted  for  our  rivers,  although  trout  are  affording 
fair  sport  now,  and  fair  bags  have  recently  been 
made.  I  saw  a  very  nice  bag  of  twenty-four  trout 
on  Tuesday,  taken  with  the  Hawthorn  Fly.  The 
trout  were  in  nice  condition,  and  if  a  few  of  the 
smaller  ones  had  been  returned  the  average  in  size 
would  have  been  very  good. — Blue  Upright. 

XSxe  and  Canal  (Exeter)  — The  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Exe  has  up  to  date  been  fair  in  the  Cowley, 
Brampford  Speke,  and  Thorverton  districts,  but  rain 
is  badly  wanted  to  improve  it  and  also  the  trout 
fishing,  but  now  the  sun  is  so  .  much  warmer  and 
in  evidence  good  sport  should  be  secured  in  the 
evenings.  At  Exmouth  and  Teignmouth  the  bass 
and  pollack  are  in ;  the  size  of  the  former  being 
very  large  and  exceptional  so  early  in  the  season. 
On  May  15,  at  high,  tide  under  Exmouth :  Pier,  near 


the  piles,  some  fish  of  61b.  to  81b.  were  plainly  seen, 
but  the  weeds  washed  in  was  all  against  catching 
them.  In  the  dock  there  are  thousands  of  mullet, 
but  only  a  few  have  been  caught — one  of  |lb.  by  a 
visitor,  and  some  early  morning  by  Mr-  R.  Mostyn. 
At  Straight  Point  some  fine  pollack  have  been 
caught  from  boats.  Dr.  Eaton  securing  forty  last 
week,  one  weighing  71b.  Rain  has  now  come,  and  we 
should  at  last  be  able  to  shrink  the  number  of 
mullet  here. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  among  the  trout 
has  fallen  off  considerably  in  consequence  of  the 
north-east  winds,  while  very  cold  nights  have  been 
experienced.  The  water  is  b'-ightj  and  some  nice 
rain  and  warmer  winds  would  be  much  welcomed. 
No  good  catches  are  recorded  from  the  Lea,  Beane, 
or  Mimram. — Izaak  Walton. 

Itagg  and  Atxovt  (I.eoxnlnatai>). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  good  order,  the  fish  rise  well  to  the 
fly  in  both  streams,  and  prospects  of  sport  have 
improved.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Gold-tioped 
Blue,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  Black  Gnat,  and  Small 
Browns.     May  Fly  is  beginning  to  come  up. — 

GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Hndleigfli  Salterton). — The  river  con- 
tinues low  and  clear.  No  good  takes  reported. 
The  spring  fishing  has  certainly  been  a  failure. 
There  has  lately — for  the  past  lew  days — been  a 
small  evening  rise  between  6  p.m.  and  7.30  p.m., 
when  the  OUves  and  Pale  Duns  are  noticeable  on 
the  water.  The  hotel  ticket  here  is  now  vacant, 
and,  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  year,  the  banks  of 
the  stream  are  almost  deserted  by  anglers. — Heron. 

Plymouth.. — The  Dart  has  given  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  higher  waters,  and  I  have 
heard  of  a  few  on  the  Tavy.  Peal  are  running  up 
this  river,  and  the  pools  at  the  old  keeper's  cottage 
have  a  few  in  them.  Evening  is  the  best  time  for 
them,  provided  the  river  has  not  been  thrashed  all 
day  with  minnows. — William  Heaedeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  are  in  order  for  fly,  minnow,  or  worm, 
and  conditions  are  both  favourable  and  agreeable. 
A  few  trout  have  recently  been  taken  by  spinning 
with  natural  bait,  but  none  approaching  in  size  the 
specimen  fish  that  local  anglers  were  wont  to  take  a 
few  years  ago.  It  is  feared  that  above  and  below 
Shrewsbury  most  of  the  big;  trout  have  been  nett3d 
out.  The  private  brooks  yield  excellent  trouting  to 
wet-fly  fishers. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech). — For  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  very  dull  and  gloomy,  with  rain 
threatening,  but  very  little  has  fallen,  and  more 
would  be  very  acceptable  in  this  neighbourhood,  as 
these  rivers  are  now  getting  too  bright  and  clear  for 
successful  angling.  The  wind  has  bean  very  cool, 
and  from  the  north-west  up  to  Wednesday  morning, 
when  it  changed  to  the  east,  and  although  the  sun 
shone  most  brilliantly  all  through  the  day,  not 
much  sport  could  be  obtained  on  any  of  these 
rivers,  few  flies  being  on  the  water,  and  the  trout 
still  show  little  inclination  to  rise  at  them  or  at 
their  artiScial  substitutes. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — During 
the  week  white  frosts  in  the  early  mornings  with 
cold  north-easterly  winds — and  cold  nights — have 
materially  interfeied  with  trouting.  A  few  brace  of 
small  fish  are  notified  from  the  tributaries  of  the 
Ouse  near  Fletching,  and  from  West  Sussex  streams 
three-and-a-half  brace  have  been  secured  with 
minnow,  the  heaviest  trout  weighed  21b.  15oz. 
Harbour  fishermen  have  taken  from  six  to  eight 
dozen  some  tides,  but  on  several  occasions  they  were 
quite  off  feed,  refusing  bait  dropped  amid  a  shoal. 
A  few  small  bass  and  flatfish  have  been  secured 
near  Pilsea  piles.  There  are  but  few  fish  to  be  had 
in  the  upper  water  of  the  harbour — the  sewage 
effluent  evidently  keeping  them  away. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  in  very  good  order, 
but  wind  keeps  rather  cold  for  good  trouting,  small 
baskets  being  the  rule,  one  party  having  nine  brace, 
the  best.  Single  fish  up  to  l|lb.  Salmon  fishing  is 
better,  and  plenty  of  fish  showing.  Four  fish  caught, 
weights— 171b.,  10|lb.,  91b.,  and  8]lb.,  three  of  these 
with  the  fly.  Sport  should  be  good  for  some  time. 
—Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  A 
few  May  Flies  have  come  up,  but  the  nights  are 
cold.  Pike  have  been  on  the  feed.  With  worm  on 
Monday  (May  15)  a  trout  of  l^lb.  was  caught. 
Under  Ludford  Bridge  some  very  nice  trout  have 
been  landed  with  worm.  On  Tuesday  (May  16)  a 
good  basket  of  trout  was  landed  by  some  visitors. 
Prospects  for  sport  at  present  are  good.  —  S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  Teme  is  in 
splendid  order.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  several  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  catight. 
May  Fly.  is  beginning  to' show. — Worcester. 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eyery  description  of  Rsliing  Taclde  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

I  Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft,  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Bralce  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  mav 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingr^isher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 
•    !?■■  ^'      ^""^^  •  "  ^^^^  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
IS  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  is 
perfect.    Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.    When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple.' 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

•^•,?*V  ^•^•>  '"rites  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE    26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  CATALOGDES  free. 


MURTON'S 

"OUR"  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  RODS 

3  ft.  Hickory  Butt,  Greenheart  Centres,  2  tops,  doubled  brazed 
button,  and  bronzed  fittings,  in  partition ;  Bag  complete  13  ft 

"OUR"  TYNESIDE  TROUT  RODS. 

All  Greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  handsomely 
finished,  in  partition  ;  Bag  complete,  9  ft." or  10  ft.,  7/6  •  11  ft 
8/6  ;  12  ft.,  9/6.  '  ' 

DOUBLE  BRAZED  WITH  SUPERIOR  FITTINGS. 

9  ft.,  one  top,  10/6 ;  9  ft.,  two  tops,  11/6 :  10  ft.,  do.,  12/-  • 
11  ft.,  do.,  12/6  ;  12  ft.,  do.,  13/6.  ' 

OUR  CELEBRATED  FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

in  Sateen,  Twill,  Tan,  Angola,  and  Fustian,  from 
14/6  pair.    Trousers  from  27/-  to  29/-. 


SPORTSMAN'S  BRASS  BALANCES. 

2  lb.  by  1  oz.,  4/- ;  4  lb.  by  1  oz.,  4/6  ;  8  lb.  by 

2  oz.,  5/6;  by  Jib.,  1  lb.,  2/9;  12  lb.,  3/-; 
M  16  lb.,  3/6 ;  20  lb.,  4/- ;  30  lb.,  4/6 ;  40  lb., 
fl         5/6 ;  50  lb.,  7/6  ;  60  lb.,  9/6. 

ALL  OUR  FLIES  are  tied  on  the  premises  by 
experienced  and  reliable  experts.  Any  special  patterns 
made  up  on  the  shortest  notice,  under  the  super- 
|i|    vision  of  a  practical  angler  of  27  years'  experience. 

1906  OUT  CROP.  if°^°^>.^"^>.^y^^  */6'2/-.2/6, 

iwwv  MW  I  wiiwi  J  3/-each.  Extra  quality,  3  yds.,  4/6 
6/-,  7/6,  to  15/-  each.  Trout  Casts,  3  yds.,  fine,  medium  or 
strong,  3d.  4d.  and  6d.  each.  Extra  quality,  3  yds.,  Eefina 
long  strands,  9d.  and  1/-  each.  Special  May  Ply  Oasts,  tanered 

3  yds.,  1/3  and  1/6  each.  >    r  . 

PRESERVED  PRAWNS,  MINNOWS,   AND  GUDGEONS 

always  in  Stock. 
Send:for  our  North  Country  Illustrated  Guide,  post  free,  3  stamps 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,  8&io.GRArNTE';frTRt"ErNlw5llT!^^^^^^^^ 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THB   .   .  . 

**rra.iimecl  Angola." 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

(*l[?a.nncd  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

CATALOaUE5  GRATIS. 


MAKERS  OF 
BEST  SPLIT  CANE 

RODS 

LIGHT  AND  STIFF,  FOR 
DRY  FLY  WORK. 


45,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  James', 
LONDON,  S.W, 


Write  for  1905 
Illustrated  Cata- 
logue, Post  Free. 
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Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — All  our  rivers  are  now  in  the  pink  of 
condition  for  fly  fi-hing:.  Good  creels  of  trout  have 
been  lulled  on  the  North  Tyne,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
say  salnaon  are  in  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  to  the 
fly.  A  spell  of  warm  weather  will  put  the  fish  on 
the  rise.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Newcastle,  killed  a  nice 
basket  of  twelve  trout,  all  good  fish ;  a  good  fisher 
killed  on  private  water,  a  tributary  of  the  Tyne, 
141b.  of  trout  on  March  Brown,  dressed  from 
Golden  Pheasant  tail  feather.  The  Wansbeck  is  in 
good  trim,  and  several  good  creels  have  been  made 
with  fly  and  worm.  The  Coquet  is  doing  only 
poorly,  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  with  fly  and 
worm  in  the  Rothbury  district.  Whittle  Dene  is 
doing  well,  all  anglers  on  Tuesday  getting  fish, 
some  old  hands  killing  up  to  eighteen  per  rod. — 
Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — The  water  not  in  the 
best  of  condition  at  pre-ent,  but  still  most  anglers 
are  doing  fairly  well,  salmon  anglers  giving  a  fairly 
good  account  of  themselves,  whilst  some  small 
baskets  of  trout  are  taken  here  and  there  with  the 
Light  and  Dark  Blues,  Ginger  Blue,  Quill  Gnat, 
and  Red  and  Blue. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  in  good  order, 
especially  for  the  middle  and  lower  beats,  but  the 
continuance  of  the  very  bright  weather  is  much 
against  the  success  of  the  salmon  angler,  and  it  is 
regrettable  that  a  scarcity  of  fish  is  reported. 
Lady  Buller  had  the  bad  luck  to  lose  a  salmon  on 
Monday  at  Parker's  Hole.  The  following  are  the 
successes  during  the  week  : — Wednesday,  May  10, 
Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  14|lb.,  in  Coedyprior ;  Capt. 
Phillips,  three.  Thursday,  May  11,  Mr.  Harpur, 
one,  161b.,  in  the  Bindings.  Friday,  May  12,  Mr.  R. 
Rickards,  one,  14  Jib.,  in  the  Bindings ;  Rev.  Hair, 
one,  171b.,  in  the  Lower  Pandy.  Saturday,  May  13, 
Mr.  Edmund  King,  two,  81b.  and  111b.,  in  Parker's 
Hole  and  the  Broad  Pool.  Monday,  May  16,  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  one,  11  Jib.  in  the  Prioress.  Trout  anglers 
are  having  a  little  sport  in  the  evenings,  the  taking 
flies  being  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  Evening 
Moth.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  now  very  clear  and  almost  at  summer  level, 
but  very  few  fish  rising  at  present,  and  there 
is  still  an  absence  of  natural  flies  on  the  water. 
The  March  Brown  and  Hare's  Ear  have  accounted 
for  a  few  fish,  I  hear.  Anglers  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  only  obtained  two  or  three  brace,  and 
some  even  less  than  that.  The  Derwent,  too,  is  not 
yielding  its  usual  number  of  trout  for  this  time 
of  the  year,  the  best  baskets  being  from  two 
to  four  brace,  and  some  returning  with  almost 
empty  creels.  It  is  hoped  that  sport  will  improve 
shortly,  as  this  should  be  about  the  best  time  for 
trout.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation's water  has  afforded  a  few  nice  trout.  On 
May  13  a  number  of  anglers  were  out  fishing  in  the 
Derwent,  Matlock  Dale.  I  saw  two  fish  landed  as  I 
passed  on  the  road  to  Matlock  Bridge,  one  with 
minnow  and  the  other  bottom  fishing.  The  pros- 
pect for  the  fly-man  should  be  favourable,  as  the 
weather  is  fine  and  the  water  in  order.  Flies : 
Yellow  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  Little 
Yellow  May  Dun,  Yellow  Sally,  and  Sand  Fly. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks).  —  Both  farmers  and  anglers  would 
welcome  a  few  hours'  rain  now,  for  the  land  is  getting 
very  dry  and  the  rivers  low  and  bright,  consequently 
the  trout  take  a  Jot  of  catching.  During  the  last 
few  days  not  many  anglers  have  been  seen  out,  and 
sport  has  been  as  a  rule  slow.  The  Wharfe  has  also 
run  down  very  low,  at  present  it  is  almost  at  summer 
level.  The  weather  during  this  week  has  been 
very  bright  and  warm,  which  has  brought  out 
a  lot  of  flies ;  the  Stone  Fly  Creeper  is  getting 
well  forward,  and  as  the  trout  are  feeding  on  them, 
this  will  be  the  best  bait  now  for  a  week  or  two. 
Sport  on  the  Wharfe  has  not  been  good,  a  few  rods 
have  been  out  at  Kilnsey,  Grassington,  and  Bolton 
Woods  ;  a  few  small  baskets  have  been  got  with  the 
fly  at  the  latter  place,  above  some  very  nice  baskets 
have  been  got  with  the  worm,  minnow,  and  creeper. 
In  the  lower  districts  at  Ilkley,  Otley,  and  Poole 
things  have  been  rather  quiet,  and  sport  has  not 
been  good  during  the  daytime  with  the  fly ;  the 
best  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  worm,  fished  well 
up  stream.  At  night  the  fish  have  risen  fairly  well, 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  caught.  At  Hare- 
wood,  CoUingham  Bridge,  and  Boston  Spa,  a  few 
rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  somewhat 
quiet.  The  Leeds  reservoirs  at  Fewston  and  Swinsty 
are  fairly  full  of  water,  and  have  been  fairly  visited 
by  a  number  of  rods.  The  Nidd  is  at  its  summer 
level,  and  during  the  day  the  weather  in  this  valley 
has  been  very  bright,  consequently  the  best  baskets 
have  been  got  with  the  upstream  worm.  There  is 
very  little  to  report  from  the  Swale,  sport  being 
almost  at  a  standstill  on  the  upper  reaches,  and 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  At  Catterick  some 


very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly  in  the 
evening.  The  Rye,  Derwent,  Costa,  and  Pickering 
Beck  are  running  very  low  and  clear. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.), 

— The  first  basket  of  the  season  by  visitors  was 
made  on  May  13  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews, 
London,  who  made  a  fine  basket  of  forty-four  trout, 
aggregating  151b.  The  prospects  for  the  season  are 
very  good. — B. 

Beauly. — Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons,  who  rents  the  home 
reaches  of  the  Beauly  for  May,  and  who  fishes  from 
his  headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  continues 
to  have  record  sport.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  on  May  10  and  11  the  water  was  too  high  and 
dirty  to  fish,  his  take  for  the  other  four  days  was 
the  splendid  one  of  twenty-three  salmon,  weighing 
2451b.,  as  well  as  a  fresh-run  grilse  of  41b.  on  May  12, 
the  first  landed  for  the  year  on  the  Beauly.  The 
details  of  this  splendid  fishing  is  as  follows: — 
May  8,  six  nice  salmon  of  121b.,  121b.,  101b.,  101b., 
9 Jib.,  and  91b.  ;  May  9,  four  very  symmetrical  fish 
of  121b..  11  lb.,  lOJlb.,  and  9|lb.  ;  May  10  and  11 
were  blank;  May  12,  seven  beautiful  salmon  of 
121b.,  121b.,  121b.,  two  of  101b.  each,  91b.,  and  SJlb., 
as  well  as  a  nice  fresh-run  grilse  of  41b.  were  brought 
to  basket;  May  13  was  again  a  good  day,  when  six 
good  fish  of  Uib.,  131b.,  121b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b. 
were  creeled.  The  previous  week  Mr.  Gibbons 
had  twenty-three  salmon  of  2371b.,  with  one  day 
unsuitable  for  fishing,  so  that  for  the  nine  days' 
angling  his  total  basket  amounts  to  forty-six 
salmon  and  one  grilse,  aggregating  4861b.,  the  fish, 
including  the  grilse,  giving  the  splendid  average 
of  1 1  lb.  This  is  without  exception  the  best  angling 
obtained  on  any  northern  river  this  season.  All 
the  fish  were  fresh  from  the  sea,  the  majority  of 
them  still  carrying  sea-lice.  In  the  tidal  waters 
anglers  from  Farley  House  and  Moniach  Castle 
continue  to  have  very  good  sport,  the  best  basket 
obtained  during  the  week  being  one  of  twenty-four 
trout,  weighing  221b.,  and  the  heaviest  fish  scaling 
21b.  8oz.  The  Moniach  ,  Castle  rod  was  also  lucky 
enough  to  land  a  nice  salmon  of  91b.  with  small 
trout  fly  and  tackle.  Capital  sport  is  being  had 
among  the  brown  trout  on  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  river.  In  the  Cannich  district  some  very  fair 
baskets  continue  to  be  creeled,  one  angler  landing 
a  beautiful  trout,  scaling  31b.  2oz.  Good  loch 
fishing  is  now  obtained,  the  snow  having  almost 
entirely  disappeared  and  the  weather  being  ideally 
fine. — A.  Ross. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — On  Saturday,  May  13, 
Mr.  L.  Elliot,  Langholm,  had  three  dozen  yellow  trout 
in  Ewes  with  fly ;  Mr.  A.  McMillan  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Jackson  had  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
Langholm  water.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk 
Mr.  R.  H.  Monkhouse  had  a  sea-trout  of  IJlb.,  with 
fly.  Sea-trout  are  making  a  better  show  in  the 
Solway  nets  and  there  is  a  better  migration  of  sea- 
trout  in  the  Firth,  The  haaf-nets  are  slack.  Fishing 
in  Liddlewater,  in  Mr.  G.  S.  Grant's  portion  of  the 
river,  a  couple  of  rods  basketed  six  dozen  fine  yellow 
trout,  Mr.  Whitfield  had  a  good  basket  of  yellew 
trout  in  Upper  Liddle,  while  Messrs.  Davidson  and 
Hardie  had  each  nice  baskets.  Mr.  Newton  had 
over  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Liddle.  In  Lang- 
holm water  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie  has  had  several 
baskets  of  about  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J. 
Clarke  had  over  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  at  another  fishing  over  a 
dozen.  Mr.  W.  Scott  had  eighteen  in  Langholm 
water,  also  Messrs.  Warwick  and  Borthwick  have 
made  good  baskets.  Mr.  James  creeled  over  a 
dozen  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Bell  some  good  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  Wauchope  water.  Mr. 
C.  Barlow  has  had  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout. 
An  angler  from  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel, 
Langholm,  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  and 
Mr.  J.  Irving  had  some  good  baskets  from  the  same 
water.  Some  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  Liddle  water  below  Penton,  and  good 
burn  trout  have  been  got  in  Westerkirk  water  of 
the  Esk,  also  in  King  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Beattie  has 
had  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Liddle,  and  an  angler 
from  Kershopefoot  has  had  fairly  good  sport.  Mr. 
J.  Graham  had  over  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle  at  two  fishings. — 
Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Condi- 
tions all  over  have  been  most  unfavourable  for 
angling.  The  weather  was  boisterous,  dry,  and 
bright.  Plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  a  good 
downpour  of  rain  would  ensure  good  sport.  Since 
last  reported  only  the  few  following  catches  have 
been  made  so  far  as  is  known  : — On  May  10,  Mr. 
Arkright,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  10- 
pounder  on  Invercharron  water ;  and  Mr.  Poulteney, 
also  from  the  hotel,  a  9-pounder  on  the  Braelang- 
well  water.  On  May  12,  Mr.  Sinclair,  on  Mr.  F.  T. 
Gervers'  rod,  landed  one  of  8Jlb.  on  the  Amat 
waters ;  and  Mr.  Poulteney,  a  10-pounder  on  Brae- 


langwell  water.  Lord  Garioch,  Belleville  House, 
Sir  Kenneth  Matheson,  Bart.,  Gledfield  House,  Col. 
H.  Piatt,  C.B.,  of  Gruinards,  and  others  have  left 
for  the  south ;  whilst  Mr.  Littlejohn,  of  Inver- 
charron, and  partjr,  the  Hon.  Col.  E.  C.  Digby,  Amat 
House,  and  various  others  have  arrived. — B. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  weather  has  been  mild  and 
genial  for  some  time,  and  sport  has  much  improved, 
trout  rising  very  freely  at  times.  Some  good  baskets 
have  been  got,  but  trout  are  in  a  backward  condi- 
tion, going  to  show  that  an  open  winter  is  followed 
by  a  late  angling  season.  Hackles  and  Hare's  Ear 
are  the  most  taking  flies.  Among  those  who  have 
been  out  on  the  Isla  and  its  tributaries  are  Messrs. 
Geo.  Petrie,  R.  Thomson,  W.  Richmond,  J.  D.  Lyon, 
and  Rev.  J.  Y.  Walker.  Sport  on  the  lochs  is  still 
poor,  many  baskets  returning  clean. — Iasgaib. 

Iioch  Doon  (Ayrshire,  N.B.). — On  May  8,  out 
from  Eglinton  Hotel,  Mr.  J.  Bowie,  Ayr,  had  thirty 
trout;  on  May  11,  Mr.  J.  Clark,  twenty- six;  and  on 
May  13,  Messrs.  Alexander,  Curdle,  and  Wilson, 
fifty  two.    Loch  in  fine  order. — J.  Macdonald. 

Iioch  Iieven  (Kinross]. — With  cloudless  skies 
and  south-easterly  winds  no  improvement  in  sport 
can  be  noted,  which  continues  poor.  The  'warm 
weather  has  not  brought  flies  as  yet  on  the  water. 
With  the  present  high  temperature  there  should  be 
an  early  hatch  out  of  insect  life  which  should 
improve  matters,  though  three  or  four  more  inches 
of  water  in  the  loch  is  needed.  Mr.  G.  Allday 
secured  the  first  prize  at  the  Dundee, West  End 
Club  Competition  with  a  catch  of  four  trout, 
which  weighed  61b.  14oz.  His  heaviest  weighed 
21b.  6oz.  Mr.  France  was  first  at  the  Kelvinside 
Academical  Competition  with  two  trout  21b.  8oz. 
Of  twenty-five  members  of  the  Dundee  Club,  Mr. 
W.  Cleghorn  had  the  heaviest  catch  with  three 
trout  which  weighed  21b.  At  the  Wellshot  Com- 
petition first  place  was  assigned  Mr.  W.  Mackay, 
with  a  catch  of  seven  trout  31b.  12oz.  Mr.  J. 
Rutherford,  of  the  Perthshire  Club,  had  the  heaviest 
trout  during  the  week  with  a  fish  of  21b.  lloz.  It 
won  him  first  prize  at  the  competition,  and  also 
special  for  the  heaviest  trout. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Iioch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel). — Dr.  Simson 
Fowler,  of  Edinburgh,  fishing  from  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel  on  May  1 2,  landed  two  nice  trout,  weighing 
over  21b. ;  on  May  13,  a  clean-run  salmon  of  101b. ; 
and  on  May  16,  two  nice  trout,  weighing  over  31b. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  May  10,  Mr.  J.  Temple,  Richmond,  landed 
a  salmon  221b.,  and  one  of  121b.  on  May  11.  On 
May  15,  Mrs.  Knight,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Willison, 
five  trout,  2Jlb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  May  11  Mr.  W.  S.  Millar,  Glasgow,  had  a 
salmon  weighing  121b.  On  May  12  he  had  one 
weighing  ISilb.,  and  Mr.  C.  Ford  had  one  weighing 
7Jlb.  On  M'ay  10  Dr.  McGregor,  West  Hartlepool, 
had  eight  trout,  two  weighing  1  Jib.  and  1-^lb;  on 
May  11  he  had  nine  trout;  and  Mr.  Winter  had 
eight  trout,  Mr.  Graham  twelve  trout.  On  May  12 
Dr.  McGregor  had  three  trout  weighing  2  fib ;  Mr. 
List,  Haddington,  had  twelve  trout.  On  May  13 
Mr.  Winter,  Bewdley,  had  seven  trout ;  Messrs. 
Fernie  and  Stephen  had  fifteen  trout;  Dr.  Neil, 
Oxford,  had  six  trout.  On  May  15  Dr.  Neil  had 
six  trout;  Mr.  Winter  had  six,  and  Mr.  Gibb, 
Aberfeldy,  had  twenty  trout.  On  May  16  Dr.  Neil 
had  six  trout. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  has  been 
in  perfect  ply,  but  getting  somewhat  low  and  clear. 
Sport  in  the  upper  waters  continues  first-class,  but 
in  the  lower  waters  it  has  fallen  flat.  On  the 
Braemar  waters,  Mrs.  Radcliffe,  on  the  lower  Inver- 
cauld,  had  four  on  Monday  of  61b.,  6 Jib.,  71b.,  and 
81b.,  while  Mr.  Brice  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b., 
and  Mrs.  Brice,  one  of  81b.  Weather  very  hot 
and  dry.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  waters 
sometimes  six  and  seven  fish  have  been  got  daily  to 
occasional  rods,  and  on  the  Glentana,  Cambus 
O'May,  and  Dinnet  reaches  splendid  sport  has  been 
got  daily  since  the  river  settled.  On  the  Aboyne 
Hotel  waters  sport  has  fallen  off,  and  the  same  on  the 
Kincardine.  Mr.  Saltmarche  has  the  Carlogie  water, 
but  as  yet  has  met  with  very  Uttle  sport.  On  the 
other  reaches  although  fish  are  plentiful  sport  haa 
been  slow.  On  the  Woodend  water  a  total  of  175  fish 
has  been  made  by  Captain  Quintin  Dick  and  friends. 
The  Captain  has  now  gone  south.  On  the  Cairnton 
water  splendid  sport  continues  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day.  Lord  Penrhyn  and  friends  having  some 
250  fish  up  to  date.  On  the  Crathes  Water  Mr. 
George  Davidson  has  had  an  excellent  spring 
season,  and  has  run  up  a  total  of  nearly  100  fish. 
On  the  Park  water  two  fish  of  121b.  and  131b.  were 
got  on  May  12  and  13.  On  the  Lower  Durris, 
Mr.  Baird's  party  have  about  100  fish  for  the 
season,  while  Mr.  Meekin  has  a  good  score  on 
the  Upper  Durris.  On  the  Drum  water  very 
little  has  been  done.  On  the  Inchgarth  water 
Mr.  A.  Sutherland  creeled  a  nice  grilse  of  3Jlb. 
on  Wednesday  last.    On  the  Poweries  and  Harbour 
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Board  netting  stations  the  supplies  of  grilse 
and  sea-troufc  jhave  been  most  satisfactory  for 
the  month  of  May,  and  during  the  Sunday's 
slap  a  good  head  of  fish  got  away.  Grilse  are 
now  more  plentiful.  Don. — The  past  week  has 
been  a  most  disappointing  one.  While  the  water 
has  been  perfect,  if  somewhat  clear,  sport  has  been 
almost  at  a  standstill.  The  fly  season  is  over, 
aiid  what  fish  have  been  got  have  been  to  the 
minnow  and  up-stream  worming.  On  the  Beadlieston 
water  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Esson  had  four  trout,  two 
of  them  over  21b.  in  weight,  and  three  on  Fintry 
water.  On  Kintore  burgh  water,  Mr.  Harper, 
Duthie  Park,  Aberdeen,  had  a  basket  of  81b.,  while 
Master  Wilham  Mackay  had  three,  and  Grant 
(keeper),  one  over  1  lb.  in  weight.  The  angling  hut 
on  the  Inchgarth  Dee  water  was  broken  into  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  over  £30  worth  of  rods,  reels, 
and  tackle  stolen.  Only  the  waders  were  left  — 
G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Although  the  weather 
has  been  very  unpropitious  the  following  sport  has 
been  got  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — 
On  May  8,  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove, 
Sussex,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  101b.  ;  and  Sir 
J ohn  Ferguson-Davie,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire,  four 
salmon,  weighing  151b.,  121b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  On 
May  9,  Sir  John  Shelley  grassed  two,  which  weighed 
221b.  and  91b.  On  May  10,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie 
caught  a  15-pounder.  On  May  11,  Sir  John  Shelley 
landed  two  of  141b.  and  101b.  On  May  12,  Sir  John 
Shelley  had  a  13-pounder.  Since  then  weather 
bright  and  water  low.  On  May  16  there  was  no 
appearance  of  a  change. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Fine  summer-like  weather 
prevails  over  the  south  of  Scotland  this  week,  and 
witli  an  absence  of  rainfall  in  most  of  the  districts, 
the  rivers  have  run  down  to  a  summer  level.  The 
following  reports  apply  to  the  rivers  : — The  Annan. 
— This  river  is  at  a  summer  level  this  week,  and 
sport  has  been  very  poor  in  the  chief  stretches.  Mr. 
J.  Laurie  had  a  nice  clean-run  sea-trout  below  the 
town  cauld,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  with  fly. 
Nothing  is  being  done  among  yellow  trout  ia  the 
Mount  Annan  portion  this  week,  but  in  the  higher 
waters  Mr.  Telford  had  a  nice  basket  of  trout  on 
Saturday,  with  Teal  and  Black,  Woodcock,  and 
Hare's  Ear,  dressed  sparingly.  Mr.  Richardson 
took  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Wamphray 
section  the  other  day  ;  and  Mr.  Ford  had  a 
similar  creel  lower  down.  Mr.  McLean  caught 
a  salmon  of  71b.  in  the  middle  reaches  the 
other  day.  The  Nith.— Sport  with  the  fly  has  not 
been  good  of  late  in  this  river,  and  little  is  doing  in 
the  tributaries  the  Cluden  and  Cairn.  Mr.  Roddick 
had  a  few  trout  in  the  Holywood  water  with  worm, 
and  in  the  portion  between  Holywood  and  Auldgarth 
several  rods  have  had  a  few  trout  occasionally  with 
the  fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The 
tenants  had  odd  salmon  on  the  different  beats  last 
week,  but  sport  has  fallen  off  considerably  this  week 
owing  to  the  small  state  of  the  rivers. .  On  the  lochs 
some  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been  reported 
as  falling  to  the  fly.  The  Ayrshire  Lochs  and 
Rivers.— Some  fairly  good  sport  is  being  obtained 
on  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington.  Mr.  A.  Curdie 
and  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend  had  fair  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  on  the  13th  with  fly.  Mr.  Macdonald,  of  the 
Eghngton  Hotel,  has  had  several  visitors  out  in  his 
boats  who  had  fairly  good  sport  on  this  loch. 
Nothing  is  reported' from  the  rivers  of  Ayrshire  this 
week.  On  Loch  Winnoch  Mr.  Hunter,  St.rBryde, 
and  Mr.  Curb  fishing  on  the  I5th  inst.  had  fair 
creels,  the  former  landing  four  of  [51b.  loz  A 
trout  of  21b.  I  Joz.  fell  to  one  of  the  rods'— Heather- 
bell. 

Spey — Fishing  on  the  Revack  and  Castle  Grant 
water,  Mr.  Maclaren,  of  Liverpool,  killed  the 
followmg  :— May  I,  four  salmon,  II  lb.,  11  lb.,  11  lb., 
and  epb. ;  2nd,  one.  7Jlb. ;  3rd,  two,  14«b.  and 
61b. ;  4th,  two,  7|lb.  and  ^1h. ;  5th,  one,  81b.  ■  6th 
three,  111b.,  SJlb.,  and  6Jlb. ;  8th,  two,  641b.  and 
101b.  ;  9th,  four,  181b.,  151b.,  101b..  and  61b.;  10th, 
•six,  I51b.,  111b.,  71b.,  6ilb.,  6  Jib.,  and  61b. ;  11th. 
two.  131b.  and  6Jlb. ;  12th.  one.  741b. ;  and  13th, 
one.  81b.— P.  S. 

Spey  (Morayshire)  Although  the  water  is 

falling,  sport  continues  fairly  good.  From  the 
Laggan  water,  Carron,  on  Friday,  Sheriff  Reid 
landed  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  lljlb.  weight,  and 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  George  Sharp,  fisherman, 
killed  one  of  71b.,  while  on  Monday,  Colonel  Smith 
had  one  of  I51b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  still  continues  very  low,  and 
consequently  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  During 
last  week  Mr.  R.  L.  Scott,  fishing  the  Delvine  water 
killed  four  fish,  of  191b.,  171b.,  I4lb.  and  11  lb.,  while 
the  boatmen  got  three  fish,  of  221b.,  201b.  and  131b., 
on  the  same  beat.  Mr.  Peters,  fishing  the  upper 
section  of  Murthly  water,  had  four  fish,  averaging 
from  I4lb.  to  201b.,  while  on  Loch  Tay  Mr.  J.  T. 
Richmond  killed  two  fish,  of  221b.  and  121b.  and 
Mr.  H.  J.  Knight  six  trout,  of  31b.— A.  A. 
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Thxirso  (Caithness). — Strong  northerly  winds 
prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week, 
which  keep  Loch  More  in  a  very  unsettled  state. 
The  weather  has  now  got  quieter,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated.  For  the  week  ending  May  15  the 
following  were  killed :  On  No.  3  Beat,  three  fish, 
101b.,  71b.,  and  61b;  No.  4  Beat,  four  fish,  161b.[ 
101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  ;  No.  5  Beat,  ten  fish,  1241b  ' 
121b.,  11  lb.,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  9|lb.,  8Jlb,.  81b.. 
and  7  Jib. ;  and  on  No.  7  Beat,  three  fish,  181b..  81b 
and  81b.— A.  A, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  bright  sunshine, 
frost  at  night,  and  east  wind  which  prevailed  during 
the  week  reduced  this  river  six  inches,  but  there  is 
yet  enough  water  on  the  shallowest  reaches  for  the 
fly  to  be  used.  Trout  did  not  rise  freely  in  the 
evenings,  but  a  few  were  caught  at  all  the  stations 
in  the  daytime  on  small  Sooty  Olives  and  Olive 
Quills.  Salmon  are  very  plentiful  on  the  middle 
stretches,  a  large  run  having  recently  come  in  from 
the  sea,  but  they  are  not  passing  over  the  weirs. 
Mr.  T.  Henderson  caught  fifteen  salmon  in  four 
days  ranging  from  101b.  to  161b.,  and  weighing 
1961b.,  at  Caronroe,  and  Mr.  A.  Meenan  nine  trout 
in  one  day,  141b.,  and  Mr.  E.  Robinson  one.  2Jlb.. 
at  Portglenone.  All  the  smaller  rivers  of  north- 
east Ulster  aie  too  low  and  clear  for  the  fly  to  be 
used,  and  little  sport  need  be  expected  till  a  flood 
occurs. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  there 
was  no  change  in  the  weather,  which  continues 
warm  and  bright.  The  rivers  are  very  low,  and 
nothing  can  be  done  except  after  sunset  on  the 
pools  and  still  deeps.  Since  the  advent  of  the  warm 
weather  the  Woodburn,  Stoneyford,  and  Copeland 
reservoirs  are  fishing  much  better — at  least  during 
the  short  evening  rise  which  follows  sundown  — 
J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork). — The  bright  weather  has 
been  greatly  against  sport.  Mr.  R.  E.  Longfield, 
D.L.,  had  one  salmon  of  141b.,  and  Master  C.  Long- 
field  one  of  121b.  Mr.  J.  Hallman,  Fermoy,  had 
five  salmon,  and  Mrs.  J^  Hallman  five  of  91b.  to 
20 Jib.  on  the  Middle  Kilbarry  water.  Mr.  R.  A. 
Grove  Annesley  and  Captain  Aikin  had  five  of  101b. 
to  21  lb.  on  Carrigacunna  water,  and  Dr.  Gray  two 
of  I21b.  and  191b.  on  the  Ballyduff  water.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshauuon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  in  fine  salmon  fishing  order  at  present,  and 
salmon  are  more  plentiful  in  the  river  at  time  of 
writing  than  they  have  been  for  many  years  before 
at  so  early  a  stage  in  the  season.  The  weather  was 
unfortunately  too  clear  and  bright  during  the  past 
week,  or  some  good  sport  would  have  been  had. 
Nevertheless.  Colonel  C.  Hope  landed  a  splendid 
fresh  run  salmon,  weighing  161b.,  on  May  12,  and 
Mr.  V.  Gregory,  D.I.,  landed  another  beauty 
weighing  131b.,  from  Bally  shannon  Bridge  Pool. 
Some  good  treating  was  enjoyed  on  the  river  in  the 
evenings  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  following  is  the  catch  for 
the  week  ending  May  13  : — Capt.  Macgowan,  eleven 
salmon,  12Jlb.,  181b..  3Jlb.,  I  lib.,  941b.,  1441b., 
12pb..  91b..  9JIb.,  lljlb..  161b.;  Mr.  P.  E.  HiU. 
three,  141b.,  161b.,  161b.;  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill,  three, 
101b.,  41b.,  91b. ;  Mr.  C.  T.  Hill,  two,  lOJlb.,  161b. ; 
Capt.  Clark,  one,  81b.;  Lieut.  Underwood,  four, 
lOJlb.,  I4jlb.,  9Jlb.,  18Jlb. ;  Mr.  Carlton  Cross,  two, 
41b.,  11  lb. ;  Rev.  King  Findlay,  one,  17Jlb.  There 
are  a  few  grilse  ruiming,  and  very  large  quantites  of 
smolt  migrating. — Milne. 

Eillaxmey. — Peal  are  arriving  in  good  numbers. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  yielded  fair  results  now 
and  again.  On  Lough  Quittane,  on  a  couple  of 
days,  some  decent  baskets  of  brown  trout  have 
been  had. — T.  J.  D. 


Leeuaue  (co.  Galway).— Lough  Fee  brown  trout 
angling  has  been  excellent,  but  very  few  salmon 
caught  last  week;  water  low.  Delphi  river  and 
lakes  have  been  very  low,  but  they  are  full  of  salmon 
smee  last  flood. — R.  H.  McKeoun. 

Lee  River  (00.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  has  been 
practically  blank  for  the  past  week,  river  very  low, 
and  weather  bright  and  hot ;  there  can  be  no  sport 
till  we  get  rain.  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell  had  two  grilss, 
3lb.  and  4Jlb. ;  J.  O'Leary  two  salmon,  7.Ub.  and 
13  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Dan  Riordan  two  salrn'on,  8lb. 
and  9Jlb.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Conn.~Mr.  Weatherton  got  a  fish  of 
11  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Argle,  a  brace  of  fish;  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
a  few  trout  on  Lough  Callow.  Mr.  Weatherton  got 
thirty  trout  on  May  11,  and  thirty-six  on  Lough 
Talt.  Fishing  should  be  good  next  week  as  the 
grihe  are  coming  up. — John  Devers. 

Loug'h  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  poor,  only  one  salmon  being  had — 
namely,  one  of  121b.  by  Tom  SulUvan.  Though  sea- 
trout  are  about  none  have  been  had  during  the 
week.  Brown  trout  afforded  some  sport,  the  best 
takes  being  had  in  the  late  evenings.  The  rivers 
are  ruiming  very  low,  and  no  sport  can  be  expected 
on  any  of  them  until  some  rain  falls. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).  —  Up  to 
the  present  these  lakes  have  been  but  little  fished, 
the  cold  weather  evidently  holding  anglers  back! 
During  April  upon  odd  days  from  eight  to  ten  trout 
were  caught,  chiefly  with  minnow  or  "  the  natural." 
Conditions  having  changed  there  seems  every  pros- 
pect of  good  sport  being  obtained,  the  May  Fly  is 
becoming  fairly  numerous  on  Lough  Mask;  on 
Lough  Coirib,  where  it  is  usually  a  fortnight  or  so 
later,  very  few  have  been  seen.  Mr,  Arundel,  fishing 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  caught  three  trout  on 
May  16,  6Jlb.,  61b.  and  1  lb.  It  is  reported  a  91b. 
trout  was  caught  on  May  16. — G.  A. 

Lough  MelviUi— The  bright  weather  during  the 
past  week  was  much  against  angling,  yet  some 
good  sport  was  obtained.  Dr.  Crossley  landed  the 
best  salmon  of  the  season  on  the  lake,  a  beautiful 
fresh-run  salmon  weighing  171b..  and  taken  on  the 
fly  (a  Golden  Olive).  Mr.  James  Johnston  had  some 
fine  sport  on  May  11  and  12,  landing  five  fine  fresh- 
run  salmon,  weighing  from  8Jlb.  to  121b.,  and  all 
taken  on  the  fly.  Mr.  C.  Henry  landed  one  salmon 
of  91b.  on  May  14.  Trout  anglers  generally  all 
over  the  lake  took  moderate  baskets  of  gillaroos 
and  brown  trout. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Though  the  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  bright, 
and  the  waters  calm,  low,  and  clear,  fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  brown  trout,  which  rose  fairly  well  to 
flies  in  the  late  evenings.  The  following  were  the 
best  takes  recorded  on  the  different  waters : — On 
Drenane,  thirty;  Cummeravanig,  three  dozen; 
Filealougha,  twenty-nine ;  Coomavoher,  forty  ;  Esk- 
namacteree,  thirty-nine ;  and  on Coomcatcun,  thirty- 
three.  Rain  is  badly  needed  to  bring  sport  up  to 
the  usual  standard  — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
and  a  good  supply  of  fish  in  the  pools.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson  got  a  fish  of  14  Jib.  on  May  10,  and  Mr.  Scroope 
a  large  fish  on  May  14,  all  on  the  upper  waters. — 
John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  fine,  and  wind  north.  Capt. 
Bloss  Lynch,  three  salmon,  101b.,  11  lb.,  141b.;  Mr. 
H.  Scroope,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Perry 
Knox  Gore,  two  salmon,  91b..  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr.  Percy,  one  salmon, 
11  lb.,  and  one  grilse,  31b.  ;  Major  Kidd,  one  salmon, 
9 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Arkle,  on  the  lough,  two  salmon,  111b., 
141b.;  Mr.  Wallace,  one  salmon,  11  Jib.,  and  one 
grilse,  41b.  On  the  loughs  some  trout  were  got, 
averaging  from  1  lb.  to  4Jlb.  River  in  splendid 
order  for  the  fly,  with  a  good  supply  of  spring 
salmon  and  grilse  in  the  pools.  Lough  Callow  and 
Talt  fished  well  for  trout,  the  best  take  for  one  rod 
being  thirty-nine. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  very  fine, 
water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  one  salmon,  28ilb.  On  the  Worlds- 
end,  Mr.  D.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  19 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  three  salmon,  27Jlb.,  17flb.. 
and  10  Jib.  On  the  Castle  fishery.  Mr.  E".  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  221b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  two 
salmon,  1 1  lb.  and  13|lb.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  Claude 
Williams  killed  two  salmon,  271b.  and  231b.  On 
Newgarden,  Lord  Kingston  killed  six  salmon,  21  lb  , 
141b.,  35Jlb.,  161b.,  18Jlb.,  and  141b.;  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  two  salmon,  1241b.  and  141b.  On 
Prospect,  Lord  Kingston  killed  one  salmon,  12Jlb. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  four 
salmon,  281b.,  161b.,  lljlb.,  and  191b.  —  John 
Enright  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux  (May  13).— The  principal  things  to 
record  this  time  are  that  the  Green  Drakes  have 
appeared  on  the   Stockalper,  though  they  have 
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hardly  yet  been  relished  by  the  fish,  and  that  a 
31b.  trout  has  been  caught  spinning  in  that  stream 
by  Mr.  S.,  staying  at  the  new  hotel  at  Bouveret,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  where  a  group  of 
anglers  is  at  present  well  situated  for  exploiting 
the  lower  reaches  of  this  water.  Regarding  the 
upper  parts  of  the  same,  I  hear  of  two  fruitless 
visits,  the  dam  at  Vouvry  having  been  opened, 
and  the  stream  being  both  full  and  extremely  dirty. 
One  angler,  however,  Mr.  de  W.,  who  is  usually 
more  fortunate  than  others,  on  Tuesday  caught 
eight,  two  of  them  half-pounders,  chiefly  on  Red 
Spinners.  If  the  weather  and  condition  of  the 
water  prove  favourable  there  might  be  some  sport 
next  week. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  during  the 
past  week.  On  one  day  four  anglers  out  after 
pollack  had  twenty- nine  in  about  four  hours  in  the 
afternoon.  On  another  day,  three  anglers  had 
thirty-one.  Gurnard  are  now  numerous  in  the 
small  bay  and  oft  Innystrand,  and  have  afforded 
generally  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuaue  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
at  pollack,  which  are  very  numerous  at  present  at 
and  around  this  station.  Mackerel  are  also  numerous, 
but  have  not  been  specially  angled  for. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  strong  north-east  wind 
which  has  prevailed  with  such  persistency  since  the 
advent  of  the  present  month  has  rendered  the  water 
so  thick  that  fishing  operations  have  been  almost 
out  of  the  question.  Yet  in  spite  of  weather  and 
water,  several  ardent  anglers  have  daily  wetted 
their  lines,  the  only  resultant  catches  being  an 
occasional  dogfish  and  a  few  pouting.  Pollack 
fishers  have  not  tempted  sport  at  all,  feel- 
ing confident  that  their  efforts  would  prove  futile. 
Four  boats  have  recently  fished  just  within 
the  Goodwin  Sands,  but  the  water  in  that 
locality  was  very  discoloured,  and  the  catches,  of 
all  were  very  indifferent.  Until  a  change  of  wind 
takes  place  little  local  sport  may  be  expected. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Ground  fishing  better  sport,  one 
boat's  catches  for  week  : — On  May  10,  one  hand, 
fifty  whiting,  twenty-five  good-sized  bream,  two 
conger  about  201b.  each,  and  ten  gurnard.  On 
May  11,  two  hands,  fifty- three  large  bream,  thirty- 
six  whiting,  three  pouting,  two  gurnard,  and  one 
conger  161b.  On  May  12,  three  hands,  forty-six 
whiting,  forty-five  bream,  twelve  gurnard,  and 
twelve  dogfish.  On  May  13,  strong  wind,  two  hands, 
could  not  get  out  to  the  grounds,  catch  thirty 
gurnard.  On  May  16,  four  hands,  good  sport,  catch 
ninety  whiting  (a  good  many  weighing  21b.),  forty- 
seven  bream  (good  size),  two  pouting,  twenty 
gurnard,  two  rays,  and  four  dogfish.  Whiffing  and 
drifting  with  lug  for  pollack,  moderate  sport; 
catches  thirty  small  fish  down.  Rod  fishing  from 
piers,  moderate  sport,  with  small  pollack  and  smelt. 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fish  have  been  pretty  plentiful 
during  the  week.  Pollack  in  numbers  are  to  be 
taken  at  the  Yealm.  This  is  getting  a  favourite 
resort  for  fishermen,  as  it  is  within  easy  reach  of 
Plymouth — the  train  to  Steer  Point  several  times 
a  day,  and  the  steamer  meets  the  trains.  Boats 
can  be  arranged  for  by  writing  to  the  proprietor  of 
the  Yealm  Hotel,  where  you  can  get  good  accom- 
modation. Bass  are  also  taken  in  the  estuary,  and 
flatfish  on  the  muddy  flats.  The  spring  pollack  are 
getting  nearer  inshore,  and  are  being  talsen  at  the 
East  Winter  Buoy  and  also  in  Firestone  Bay. 
Mackerel  are  taking  the  spinner  off  Penlee,  so  they 
may  soon  be  looked  for  inside  the  Breakwater.— 
William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walton-on-Naze. — Sport  much  better  here.  Cod- 
ling up  to  41b.,  whiting,  pout,  dabs,  flounders, 
and  lobsters  have  been  caught  off  the  pier  in  nets 
up  to  3|lb.  Blowing  hard  N.E.  Weather  fine. — 
J.  R.  Robinson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  bright 
and  warm  lately,  consequently  angling  has  improved 
a  little.  Harbour  fishing  is  about  the  same  as  usual 
— no  very  big  catches,  but  some  fair-sized  bass 
and  pollack  taken.  In  the  backwater  some  good 
takes  of  flounders  and  eels  have  been  had,  some 
of  the  former  being  21b.  and  over.  Some  large  bass 
have  also  been  taken  at  Ferry  Bridge,  up  to  91b. 
in  weight,  but  most  of  the  big  fish  have  been  taken 
with  hand-lines.  E.  Haggett,  out  with  a  visiting 
angler,  has  had  good  sport  with  the  pollack.  On 
May  13  they  took  close  on  three-quarters  of  a 
hundredweight,  fishing  well  out  in  the  bay,  the  fish 
being  from  1  lb.  to  31b.  The  tides  are  better  for  the 
1  atter  end  of  this  week,  but  unfortunately  a  strong 
easterly  wind  is  blowing,  which  spoils  fishing. — 
Charles  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  received  from  the  various  districts 
to-day  (M&y  15)  are  as  follows  : — "  Namsen  District : 
No  flood  yet."  "  Trondhjem  District:  Gula  and 
Orkla  rivers  commencing  to  rise  ;  a  few  fish  caught 
in  the  Trondhjem  fjords  by  net."  "  Bergen  District : 
Weather  cold  and  dry  all  last  week,  whereas  to-day 
(Monday)  it  is  milder. "  "  Mandal  District :  The  River 
Mandal  is  rising,  and  in  fact  is  big,  with  weather 
fine  in  the  district."  These  telegrams,  indicating 
the  conditions  throughout  the  angling  districts  of 
Norway,  taken  with  our  own  experience  on  this 
side  of  the .  North  Sea,  indicate  that  prospects  for 
the  full  commencement  of  angling  by  June  I  seem 
satisfactory,  unless  the  Norway  rivers  were  to  receive 
another  set-back  by  a  cold  spell,  which  does  not 
appear  probable. — James  Dowell,  Lumley  House. 


CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


The  first  of  the  corridor  express  trains  which 
this  company  has  for  some  time  been  engaged  in 
building  for  service  between  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh 
along  the  main  line  north  to  Aberdeen  has  just  been 
completed.  The  idea  aimed  at  by  the  company 
was  to  provide  for  the  large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing traffic  on  their  system  between  the  capitals 
of  the  east  and  west  and  the  Granite  City  on  a 
sumptuous  scale  hitherto  locally  unknown.  It 
consists  of  six  carriages  of  the  side-corridor  type, 
four  running  from  Glasgow  and  two  from  Edinburgh. 
The  carriages  are  exceedingly  long,  measuring  no 
less  than  65ft.  over  the  body  and  68|ft.  over  the 
buffers.  Though  the  carriages  are  abnormally 
long  the  most  improved  means  have  been  adopted 
for  lessening  vibration.  They  are  supported  on 
six -wheeled  bogies  at  each  end,  and  to  prevent 
oscillation,  lateral  and  vertical,  these  bogies  are 
provided  with  three  different  varieties  of  springs, 
in  addition  to  which  the  carriage  is  entirely  sus- 
pended on  a  continuous  and  substantial  bearing  of 
india-rubber,  which  intervenes  between  the  body 
and  under  frame  on  which  it  rests.  To  reduce  the 
noise  of  ruiming  to  a  minimum  not  only  are  the 
bogie  wheels  filled  solid  with  teak,  but  an  ingenious 
form  of  patent  hair  felt  is  interspersed  through  the 
carriages  under  the  floor,  up  and  down  the  sides, 
and  along  the  roof.  Exclusive  of  passengers  and 
luggage  the  train  of  six  carriages  weighs  210  tons 
and  accommodates  264  passengers. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  O.  Hall  in  the  chair. 
Reports  from  agents  showed  a  renewed  activity  at 
the  society's  stations.  Fine  weather  had  contributed 
to  the  securing  of  improved  sport  all  round  the 
coast.  At  Rostrevor,  co.  Down,  plenty  of  codling 
and  plaice,  and  the  local  fishermen  were  securing 
large  quantities  of  salmon  trout.  Aberdovey. — Bass, 
flounders,  pollack,  and  skate.  St.  Mary,  Scilly 
Isles. — Pollack,  ling,  and  skate,  and  much  conger. 
Penzance. — Whiting,  and  good-sized  bream  fairly 
plentiful,  and  a  few  conger,  pouting,  and  gurnard. 
Plymouth. — Pollack  and  bass  and  a  glut  of  mackei  el. 
Brighton.— Sport  much  improved  ;  good  railing  for 
mackerel.  A  garfish  had  been  landed — a  rare  fish 
hereabouts.  Some  fine  bass  had  been  taken  off 
Margate.  Craster.— Cod  and  haddock.  Newbiggen. 
— Haddock,  ling,  whiting,  plaice,  skate,  gurnard 
and  catfish.  Tilleen  (co.  Donegal). — Plenty  of 
mackerel  and  herring,  some  coalfish,  whiting  in 
great  numbers,  gurnard  and  pollack.  Southampton 
Water. — Bass  fishing  had  commenced,  grey  mullet 
till  September.  The  pier  had  now  been  thrown 
open  to  anglers  at  all  hours.  Mr.  Summers  had 
taken  twenty- five  bass  at  Newhaven,  weighing 
501b.  to  601b.,  largest  just  under  51b.  At  Southend 
Mr.  Tucker  reported  flounders  in  evidence.  Mr. 
J.  J.  H.  Boy  ton  took  the  chair  for  the  second 
portion  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  J.  C.  Hindley  read  a 
paper  descriptive  of  Southwold  and  the  fishing 
there.  Detailed  particulars  of  accommodation,  tlie 
boats  and  men,  sails,  and  the  fishing  ground  were 
carefully  given,  and  as  carefully  noted  for  use  by 
members  present.  The  largest  fish  caught  last 
season  were  reported:  Cod,  15|lb.  ;  flounder,  2|lb. ; 
dab,  I  lb.  lOoz.  ;  whiting,  2^1b. ;  eel,  71b.  Best 
catch — whiting,  1^  hour,  201b.  ;  one  day,  351b. 
Further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr. 
Tucker.  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels,  in  a  maiden  and 
very  carefully  prepared  paper,  gave  a  very 
full  and  faithful  description  of  Folkestone  and 
its  sea  angling — the  best  months  he  contended 
were  October,  November,  and  December.  In 
October,  whiting,  flatfish,  conger,  pouting,  and 
pollack  were  plentiful,  in  November  the  cod  came 
in  ;  for  pier  work  he  recommended  a  long  streamer, 
from  boats  on  rocky  and  weedy  bottom  a  spreader 
with  a  leader  from  the  centre  for  the  lead.  All 


baits  easily  obtainable,  but  lug  the  best.  The 
boats  and  men  plentiful  and  good,  mostly  15  ft. 
beach  boats,  but  there  were  two  or  three  16  ft. 
fore  and  mizzen  punts.  The  Folkestone  Sea 
Angling  Society's  tariff  was  given,  and  a  moderate 
one  it  seemed.  Visitors  joining  temporarily 
availed  themselves  of  it.  The  best  grounds 
for  the  different  kinds  of  fish  were  defined 
very  clearly,  and  a  large  amount  of  very  useful 
information  placed  at  members'  disposal.  The 
paper  was  received  with  applause,  and  favourably 
comnaented  upon  by  Mr.  CoUey  and  the  chairmaii, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  took  the  big  fish  in  the 
competition.  Finally,  Mr.  W.  H.  Pocklington  treated 
upon  Fowey,  describing  it  as  an  especially  good  sea- 
fishing  station,  and  a  splendid  harbour ;  last  season 
he  and  two  friends  had  chartered  the  Merle,  a  small 
cutter  yacht  there,  living  on  board,  and  proceeding 
to  the  fishing  grounds  outside  at  all  times  of  the 
day  and  night,  enjoying  excellent  sport  and  a  good 
holiday,  and  devoting  their  attention  to  the  pollack, 
the  heaviest  one  taken  being  a  14-pounder.  He 
recommended  a  short  stiff  rod  and  a  treble  gut  trace 
of  great  length,  even  five  to  six  fathoms  was  not  too 
long.  The  various  patches  and  rocks  up  to  six 
miles  out  were  given  for  members'  use.  The  fishing 
inside  the  harbour  was  fairly  good  and  useful  in 
bad  weather.  In  eight  days  the  bag  was  152 
pollack  (biggest  141b.  and  lljlb.),  170  bream,  76 
"  bib,"  14  scad,  6  mackerel,  and  1  whiting.  In  the 
discussion  which  ensued,  Messrs.  Summers,  CoUey, 
and  others  took  part.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed 
to  all  three,  seconded  by  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke, 
and  were  suitably  acknowledged.  The  B.S.A.S.  toast 
was  drunk,  and  the  chairman  thanked,  and  so  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  evening  was  closed.  Next 
Wednesday  papers  on  Heme  Bay,  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  and  Great  Yarmouth  are  promised. 

H.  P. 


PROSPECTS  AND  REPORTS  RE 
RIVERS  IN  NORWAY. 

Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  pleasure 
in  sending  herewith  copies  of  further  reports  which 
they  have  received  from  their  agents  in  Norway. 
From  Bachke  &  Co.,  Trondhjem,  May  3. 

There  is  very  little  new  to  report.  In  the  Nam 
sen  districts  there  is  still  a  lot  of  snow  in  the  valleys 
and  in  the  higher  parts,  and  the  rivers  are  still 
covered  with  thick  ice.  Our  correspondent  adds 
that  as  far  as  he  can  say,  he  thinks  the  fishing  in 
the  rivers  will  commence  a  little  later  this  year 
than  last. 

From  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  May  4. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  have  pleasure  in 
saying  that  as  yet  the  stock  of  snow  has  hardly 
been  reduced.  In  the  Namsos  district  the  rivers 
are  partly  icebound.  In  Trondhjem  and  Romsdal 
districts  the  ice  on  the  rivers  has  mostly  gone,  and 
the  weather  there  is  beginning  to  get  milder.  In 
western  Norway  (Sondre  Bergenhus  Amt)  the 
weather  has  lately  been  mild  and  rainy,  so  that  the 
snow  will  begin  to  melt  if  the  weather  lasts.  The 
same  is  the  case  in  southern  Norway.  Since  my 
last  respects  there  has  been  more  snow  in  southern 
Norway,  so  prospects  south  of  Stavanger  now  also 
seem  to  be  favourable. 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  May  5. 

Since  my  report  of  March  24,  more  snow  has 
fallen  in  the  mountains,  and  as  the  weather  still  is 
cold  it  has  not  commenced  to  melt.  Fishermen 
from  this  town  have  been  trying  their  flies  in  the 
neighbouring  rivers,  but  I  understand  without 
success. 

From  F.  Reinhardt  &  Co.,  Cheistiansand,  S., 
May  5. 

Since  our  last  report  the  prospects  for  the  fishing 
have  greatly  improved.  There  has  been  heavy  rains, 
which  have  come  down  as  snow  in  the  mountains, 
so  that  the  quantity  of  snow  in  the  mountains  is 
about  as  usual.  The  melting  has  only  commenced 
a  few  days  ago,  owing  to  the  cold  spring  we  have 
had.  In  the  valleys  there  has  only  been  little  snow 
this  winter.  We  telephoned  through  to  a  peasant 
away  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Seetersdal,  who 
imparted  this  imformation,  and  added  that  as  far 
as  he  could  see  there  were  prospects  of  ample  water 
in  the  rivers,  and  good  prospects  for  fishing. 
From  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund,  N.,  May  6. 

Since  my  last  report  a  lot  of  snow  has  fallen  in 
the  Sundal  Valley,  but  not  so  much  in  Opdal,  the 
valley  next  to  Sundal,  where  the  river  has  its  outlet, 
and  this  is  considered  very  favourable.  There  is 
also  plenty  of  snow  in  the  high  mountains,  and  con- 
sequently there  will  be  more  than  sufficient  water 
in  the  river  for  a  good  part  of  the  summer.  The 
great  precautions  that  have  been  taken  during 
recent  years  will  prevent  the  water  from  getting 
muddy.  Altogether  the  coming  season  is  expected 
to  be  a  very  good  one. 
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Pfoviiieial  flfigling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased  bo  say  that  we  have  had  a  great 
change  in  the  atmosplieric  arrangements.  The  sun 
has  begun  to  shine  both  sides  of  the  hedges,  and  as 
a  consequence,  sport  has  been  improving.  Trout- 
fishing  has  been  good,  not  only  near  to  our  city,  but 
far  away.  The  Wliitacre  Reservoir  has  been  very 
much  patronised  by  the  subscribers,  and  sport,  on  the 
whole,  has  been  above  the  average.  A  rainbow  trout 
of  over  21b.  9oz.  was  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week 
The  River  Bourn,  at  Shustoke,  has  provided  some 
good  sport  during  the  past  week,  a  number  of  decent 
hized  fi;h  have  been  taken,  and  sport  will  be,  in  the 
near  future,  above  the  average.  Trout,  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn,  are  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  and  this  river  is  now  all  that  is 
required :  it  is  at  its  normal  level  and  the  colour 
is  all  that  is  to  be  wished  for.  Between  Bewdley 
and  Arley  the  Severn  is  in  grand  condition 
and  sport  has  been  good,  but  the  fish  have  been 
below  the  average.  Some  very  fine  trout  have 
been  taken  by  one  of  our  local  doctors  from 
the  Lower  Witton  Reservoir,  the  best  fish  taken  by 
this  gentleman  being  a  splendid  trout  of  over  5pb. 
in  weight.  Several  others  of  our  people  who  have 
fished  local  water  have  had  nothing  to  complain  of. 
The  Blythe  is  in  excellent  condition  for  fly  fishing. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  Lichfield  district  has  been  very 
good,  and  sport  has  been  improving,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  what  there  will  be  some  good  reports  to 
hand,  owing  to  the  grand  change  we  have 
had  in  the  weather.  The  specimen  fish  exhibited 
at  Bingley  Hall  have  been  judged  by  Mr.  W. 

B.  Ashford,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  Barnt 
Green  Angling  Society.  The  Silver  Challenge  Cup 
given  by  the  manager  of  the  exhibition,  Mr.  G. 
Stanley,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Oliver,  of  the 
Highgate  Society,  for  a  roach  of  21b.  5oz.  Mr.  W. 
Trevor,  of  the  Garrison  Club,  took  the  first  prize  for 
a  perch,  which  weighed  31b.  6oz.  The  other  prizes 
were  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  Hodgetts,  St.  Stephen's,  Mr. 

C.  Cottrell,  of  the  Gaiety  Club,  and  Mr.  H.  Weston, 
of  the  Handsworth  Society,  for  a  pike  of  over  21  lb. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

"Slack"  is  about  the  best  word  to  express  the 
state  of  angling  about  here.  Both  lake  and  stream  are 
very  quiet.  I  should  say  that  Windermere  has  not 
fished  so  badly  for  many  years  as  it  has  done  this 
season;  and  the  worst  of  it  is  there  is  but  little 
time  left  to  make  up  this  leeway,  for  with,  and 
even  before,  the  disappearance  of  the  May  Fly, 
trouting  on  Windermere  may  be  said  to  be  over! 
The  past  week  has  shown  a  slight  improvement, 
and  some  decent  trout  have  been  killed  both  with 
fly  and  by  trolhng.  The  weather  here  has  turned 
much  warmer,  and  with  it  evening  and  night  fishing 
on  the  streams  is  fast  coming  on.  tne  best  basket  that 
I  have  heard  of  so  far  being  twenty-seven,  which 
were  taken  on  May  5. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

County  news  is  not  by  any  means  plentiful.  Our 
Ribble  is  certainly  full  of  fish,  and  although  the 
weather  is  not  of  the  best,  fair  catches  are"  being 
made.  One  bright  report  is  from  the  Bollin,  from 
which  good  fish  are  being  taken  in  every  length  both 
with  fly  and  worm.  A  remarkable  report  is  to  hand 
from  Clitheroe,  where,  owing  to  a  flood,  a  water-wheel 
was  stopped  by  a  mass  of  fish,  trout,  lampreys,  and 
other  kinds.  What  a  pity !  It  is  very  remarkable 
how  many  well-stocked  reservoirs  are  fishing  badly, 
but  no  doubt  with  warmer  weather  they  will  im- 
prove. At  Warrington  and  Liverpool  things  are 
abnormally  quiet  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

'  Our  locals  are  delighted  with  the  chang->  in  the 
weather,  and  actually  are  beginning  seriously  to 
think  some  summer  is  coming.  The  deferred  inter- 
club  social  between  the  Buckland  and  Ardwick 
societies  was  a  most  enjoyable  event,  and  another 
b  arranged.  Some  half  score  of  the  Ardwick  men 
(rere  out  on  May  14,  and  landed  home  at  night  in  a 
30ndition  which  demanded  consolation.  They  did 
eatch  something.  One  member  will  never  forget 
ivhat  he  caught.  The  weather  and  other  things 
were  against  them.  The  delegate  meeting  of  the 
Joxmty  Palatine  Anghng  Association  was  well 
ittended,  and  they  disposed  of  a  lot  of  business 
)f  a  routine  character.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that 
ihey  are  prospering.  Four  of  our  city  rods  are 
iway  to  Jj  eland  for  the  dapping  season. 


plenty  of  warm  sunshine,  on  others  none,  the  wind 
blowing  rather  keenly  from  the  north-east.  Sport 
continues  most  indifferent  so  far  as  the  Trent  is 
concerned.  On  the  tributaries  Greet  and  Dover 
Beck  a  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  by 
Nottingham  sportsmen  with  the  worm  and  caddis 
grub  ;  the  latter  is  now  plentiful,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  early  baits  to  use  at  the  commencement  of  the 
ordinary  season,  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  excepting 
perhaps  perch,  being  extremely  partial  to  it.  I 
hear  of  a  few  choice  trout  having  been  met  with  on 
the  Smite  in  the  Colston  Basjett  district.  The 
Trent  keeps  remarkably  low,  and  consequently 
exceptionally  clear.  Roach,  chub,  and  baroel  are 
on  the  spawning  beds,  and  are  very  busy  depositing 
their  ova.  There  is  still  nothing  doing  amongst 
salmon,  in  fact,  no  one  seems  inclined  to  give  them 
a  trial.  Fish  are  up,  but  of  course  they  want 
locating.  The  bottom  weed  is  growing  and  extend- 
ing rapidly,  and  will  assuredly  be  a  great  annoyance 
to  anglers  when  the  legitimate  season  comes  round 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  much  improved  during  the  last 
seven  days,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  wind  So 
persistently  keeping  in  the  N.E.,  is  all  the  angler 
could  desire.  The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition, 
the  water  a  nice  height,  and  a  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out.  I  am  glad  to  see  more  flies 
on  the  surface,  and  it  has  afforded  much  pleasure  to 
see  the  trout  rising  at  them  the  last  few  evenings. 
The  migratory  trout  have  been  in  evidence  in  tne 
Severn  and  Lower  Teme,  near  the  weirs,  and  some 
fine  specimens  have  been  caught  with  fly  and 
minnow.  Mr.  W.  E.  Packer,  member  of  the 
St.  John's  Club,  Worcester,  caught  a  fine  trout  in 
the  Teme,  near  Powick  Bridge,  in  the  club  water, 
on  May  16,  its  weight  being  over  51b. ;  a  small 
"Kill  Devil"  minnow  was  the  lure,  Capt.  Crabbe 
had  some  fine  sport  with  the  fly,  taking  six  fish 
weighing  over  41b.  each,  the  largest  between  61b 
and  61b.  Others  have  had  good  sport  at  Knights- 
ford  Bridge,  Martley,  and  elsewhere,  and  theire  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport.  No  May  Fly  are  out 
yet  in  this  district. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Clear  water  and  bright  sunshine  have  been  un 
favourable  to  trout  fishing,  and  no  big  catches  are 
reported.  Only  skilled  anglers  can  hope  to  make 
headway  when  the  water  is  clear.  With  a  rising 
temperature,  there  should  very  soon  be  an  abundance 
of  aquatic  insect  life  to  satisfy  the  trout.  Minnow 
spinning  can  be  followed  with  most  success  in  May 
and  the  two  following  months.  York  anglers  have 
done  nothing  with  trout  lately.  Eels,  taken  in  the 
Foss.  appear  to  be  the  only  fish  that  have  yielded 
appreciable  sport. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Real  summer  weather  has  been  in  evidence  since 
last  notes,  and  has  been  welcomed  by  agriculturists. 
From  an  angling  point  of  view,  however,  it  was  not 
desirable,  and  sport  has  suffered  all  round  from 
bright  sunshine  and  calm  waters.  As  the  weather 
is  getting  hotter  at  time  of  writing,  and  bright  sun 
shining  m  a  cloudless  sky,  the  outlook  is  far  from 
being  reassuring,  and  sport  cannot  be  expected  to 
be  up  to  the  usual  standard  anywhere  until  a  change 
takes  place.  Peal  are  arriving  in  many  places  in 
big  numbers,  and  a  good  time  is  expected  among 
those  fish  on  the  principal  waters  later  on.  A  poster 
issued  by  the  Cork  Anglers'  Association,  offering  a 
reward  of  £3  to  any  person  for  such  private  informa- 
tion as  will  lead  to  a  conviction  in  cases  of  poisoning 
or  poaching  in  any  river  in  the  county  Cork,  is 
being  extensively  circulated  in  the  county  men- 
tioned^  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  have  the  desired 
effect. 

NoETH  OF  Ireland. 
'  With  glaringly  bright  skies  and  rivers  dead  low 
and  clear,  trout  fishing  is  not  of  an  exhilarating 
character.  The  most  ot  the  rivers  are  so  completely 
out  of  form  that  sport  is  only  permissible  in  the 
twilight  on  the  pools.  At  the  present  time  it  would 
take  three  clear  days'  steady  rain  to  propei  ly  flush 
out  the  streams.  At  time  of  writing  the  rain  seems 
to  be  as  far  off  as  ever. 


NATIONAL  SEA  FISHERIES'  PROTEC- 
TIOX  ASSOCIATION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  general  committee  was  held  at 
Fishmongers'  Hall  on  Wednesday,  May  17,  tha 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Heneage  (president)  in  the  chair. 
Sir  Geoige  Doughty.  M.P.,  and  representatives  of 
Aberdeen,  Grimsby,  Hull.  London,  Milford  Hav^, 
etc.,  were  present.  Among  other  business,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  piSt-ed  : — 

Moray  Firth. 

That  this  committee  reaffirms  the  resolution 
of  the  conference  at  Grimsby  in  reference  to 
the  Moray  Firth  bye-laws — namely,  "  That,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  conference,  the  action  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  keeping,  since 
Npvember,  1892,  the  waters  the  Moray  Firth, 
and  the  Firth  of  Clyde  since  1889,  closed  against 
British  trawl  vessels  while  those  waters  are 
open  to  foreign  trawl  vessels  is,  while  accomplishing 
no  useful  purpose,  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the 
British  fisning  industry,  giving  foreigners  an  unfair 
preference  over  British  subjects,  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  bring  by  conference  or  otherwise 
the  views  of  this  conference  on  the  subject  before 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  be  empowered  to 
take  such  further  action  with  a  view  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  trawling  industry  as  in  their 
opinion  may  be  deemed  necessary." 

That  this  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Foreign  Trawlers  Regulation  Bijl,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Black,  should  be  opposed  at  every  stage  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  of  Fisheries  be  called  to  the  attempt  to 
impose  Scotch  bye-laws  on  British  atid  foreign 
subjects  in  regard  to  the  landing  and  sale  of  fish 
contrary  to  established  custom  and  usage,  when 
they  have  committed  no  offence  either  against 
British  or  International  Fishery  Law. 

That  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Fisheries 
and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  be  called  to  the 
attempt  now  being  made  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Scotch  Fisheries  Board  on  the  International 
Scientific  Investigation  Council  to  obtain  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Int  arnational  Territorial  limit  of  three 
miles  to  that  of  nine  miles,  and  to  the  injurious 
effect  it  would  have  on  the  British  sea  fishing  indus- 
try, as  well  as  the  naval  supremacy  of  Great  Britain. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  tj 
the  Prime  JVIinister,  the  Right  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fellowes,  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fi=heries,  Lord  Linlithgow,  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty :  and 

That  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  members  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

.  The  weather  has  been  of  a  changeable  ,  character 
vith  rain  at  interVaJsj  sotae  days  we  have,  iiad 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

8791.  Charles  A.  Langhton,  14,  Coleman-street; 
London.  "  Improvements  in  fish  line  drying  reels." 

6584.  Charles  Meredith  Soule,  18,  Southampton- 
building,  Chancery-lane,  London.  An  improved 
fish  scaler."'    --  -  —  — 


Fisheries  Confebence. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  a  Fisheries  Conference  in 
Aberdeen  on  Sept.  20  and  21,  and  that  the  question 
of  the  Moray  Firth  will  be  the  first  item  on  the 
agenda. 

Treatment  of  Skippers  under  Scotch  Fishery 
Bye-Laws. 

Lord  Heneage  stated  what  steps  he  had  taken 
with  regard  to  the  harsh  treatment  of  Hull  skippers, 
also  that  he  had  had  interviews  with  Lord  Linlith- 
gow and  the  Lord  Advocate  on  the  subject,  and 
read  the  following  letter  from  the  Scottish  Office  he 
received  this  morning: — 

"May  16,  1905. 
'  My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  by  direction  of 
Lord  Linlithgow  to  refer  to  the  several  statements 
which  have  recently  been  laid  before  him  in  regard 
to  certain  masters  of  steam  trawlers,  living  in 
HuU,  who  have  been  arrested  and  taken  by  the 
police  to  Stornoway  to  stand  their  trial  on  charges 
of  contravening  Scottish  sea  fishery  statutes.  Lord 
Linlithgow  understands  that  the  object  of  making 
the  protest  is  chiefly  to  raise  the  question  whether 
it  is  necessary  in  such  cases  to  resort  to  the 
naethod  of  direct  arrest  of  the  accused  person  and 
his  subsequent  conveyance  in  the  custody  of  the 
police  to  the  place  of  ti  ial,  and  after  consultation 
with  the  Lord  Advocate  it  has  been  arranged  to 
issue  to  Procurators-Fiscal,  being  public  prose- 
cutors in  Scotland,  a  circular  directing  that  where 
persons  having  a  fixed  residence  are  charged  with 
offences  of  the  nature  above  mentioned,  they  should 
in  the  first  instance  be  cited  for  trial  tmless  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  they  will  abscond  from  justice. 

"  With  regard  to  the  specific  statements  of  com- 
plaint that  have  been  received  I  may  state  that 
inquiry  into  them  is  still  being  made,  and  that  a 
further  communication  will  be  addressed  to  your 
lordship  when  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  had 
all  the  reports  on  the  cases  before  him. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant,  "Re&inaud  MacLeod. '■ 

Fishm'dtigers''"Haii;"May-17.  -'  ,  "T 
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'    "  To  mourn  a  mischief  that  is  past  and  gone, 
\^    Is  the  ne^t  way  to  draw  new  mischief  on  .  .  . 
^^     He  robs  himself,  that  spends  a  bootless  grief." 

— Shakespeabe. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Athenaeum  Anglers 
held  last  week,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  F.  W. 
Spurgin,  a  very  satisfactory  repoit  was  presented, 
and  the  usual  donations  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  and  the  Central  Restocking 
Fund  duly  voted.  The  society,  which  does  not  fish 
for  prizes,  but  solely  for  love  of  sport,  hopes  shortly 
to  increase  its  numbers,  and  for  that  purpose,  but 
more  particularly  to  celebrate  its  twenty-first  anni- 
versary, will  shortly  hold  a  commemorative  dinner 
at  the  Criterion  Restaurant,  when  Dr.  Spurgin,  who 
from  the  commencement  has  been  its  honoured 
president,  will  occupy  the  chair. 


Last  week  I  had  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
Walter  Dineen,  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
He  was  drowned  in  the  Thames  near  Hungerford 
Bridge  on  May  7.  I  have  now  to  add  that  his  body 
was  recovered  on  Sunday  morning  last,  at  Wapping, 
and  that  the  funeral  takes  place  to-day  (Saturday) 
at  Nunhead. 


A  Capital  Thing  fob  the  Couktey. 
You  should  chuckle  and  grin 
When  you're  soaked  to  the  skin — 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country ! 
Though  you  feel  nearly  dead 
With  a  cold  in  the  head — 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  coimtry ! 
Though  in  torrents  it  pour 
Like  that  flood  of  old  Noah, 
And  the  hurricanes  roar 
At  the  window  and  door 
Till  they  anger  and  bore; 
Oh,  reflect,  I  impore  ! 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country ! 
It's  a  capital  thing — 
A  magnificent  thing — 
And  a  glorious  thing — 
For  the  country  ! 

If  the  rain's  coming  in 
Through  the  roof  (which  is  thin) 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country  ! 
Never  grumble  or  fret 
If  the  wood-heap  is  wet 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country ! 
If  the  youngsters  must  stay 
In  a  room  all  the  day. 
And  they  shout  as  they  play 
In  the  usual  way 
While  you're  scribbling  for  pay — 
Oh,  be  thankful,  I  say! 
And  remember  it's  good  for  the  country ! 
It's  a  capital  thing — 
A  most  excellent  thing — 
And  a  fortunate  thing — 
For  the  country ! 

Never  swear,  if  in  town. 
At  the  rain  coming  down. 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country  ! 
It's  unpleasant,  no  doubt. 
For  the  rheumatic  gout — 
But  a  capital  thing  for  the  country ! 
When  your  knee  starts  to  grow 
Like  those  bladders  they  blow. 
And  the  twinge  in  your  toe 
Brings  unspeakable  woe, 
It  is  easy  to  show. 
And  a  comfort  to  know 
It's  a  capital  thing  for  the  country  ! 
It's  a  capital  thing — 
And  a  prosperous  thing — ■ 
And  a  beautiful  thing — 
For  the  country ! 

— Sydney  Sunday  Times. 


The  largest  trees  in  the  world  are  the  mammoth 
trees  of  California.  One  of  a  grove  in  Tulare 
County  is  276ft.  in  height,  180ft.  in  circumference 
at  the  base,  and  76ft.  at  a  point  12ft.  above  the 
ground.  Some  of  the  trees  are  376ft.  high.  Some 
of  the  largest  that  have  been  felled  indicate  an  age 
of  from  2000  to  2500  years. 


HoGAN :  "  Mike,  Oi've  a  puzzle  for  yez.  If  a 
Democrat  is  run  over  by  an  automobile,  does  he 
become  an  autocrat  or  a  Demomobile  ?  "  Mike  : 
"  Nayther.    He's  a  corpse." 


Linen  was  first  made  in  England  id  1253,  and 
only  worn  by  the  luxurious. 


The  following  unique  programme  was  sent  by 
the  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers.  It  is  far  too 
good  to  curtail.  In  short,  with  the  exception  of 
speeches  and  prize-winners,  it  affords  a  complete 
r^sumi  of  the  evening's  proceedings  : — 

irSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  DINNER. 

May  13,  1905, 
The  Look  Tavebn,  Ipswich. 


Chairman:  Dr.  FBANCIS  WARD. 
"A  gentleman  of  great  esteem  .  .  .  who  told  us  many  merry 
stories." — Pepys. 

Vice-chairman  :  Mr.  WILLIAM  KING. 
"He  seems  in  a  good  fair  condition  and  one  tliat  I  am  glad 
liath  the  oftice."— Pcp)/.«. 
Hon.  Secretary:  Mr.  HERBERT  C.  WESTGATE. 
"  So  great  is  the  present  profit  of  this  office."— Pcpys. 
BILL  OF  FARE.     "  After  all  had  placed  themselves."— Pepj/s. 
FISH.    "So  long  talked  of  and  hoped  for." — Pepys. 

Fillets  op  Gurnard.  Tartar  Sauce. 

"  Neither  he  nor  I  thinking  it  to  be  worth  that  he  and  I  find 
it  to  \>e."~Pepys. 

Stewed  Eels. 
"  Which  methinks  is  a  very  great  change."— Pepj/s. 
JOINTS.    "  Where  much  business."— Pei«/s. 

"Roast  Lamb  and  Mint  Sauce. 
"Indeed  it  was  good." — Pepys. 
Boiled  Les  of  Mutton  and  Caper  Sauce. 
"  There  are  many  that  are  desirous  of  it."— Pepys. 
Roast  Ribs  of  Beef. 
"  Which  do  please  some." — Pepys. 

"THERE  SEEMS  NOW  A  GENERAL  CEASE  OP  IkhK."— Pepys. 

VEGETABLES.   "  Allwhich  do  make  me  begin  to  think."— 
asparagus.        artichokes.  cauliflower. 
New  Potatoes. 

SWEETS.    "  At  which  my  heart  was  glad."— Pepys. 

Compote  op  Rhubarb.  Custard. 
"  Which  it  seems  is  usual  at  tliis  timeiof  the  year."— Pepys. 
Welsh  Cheese  Cakes. 
"  I  believe  good  for  such  kind  of  things." — Pepys. 
CHEESE.    "  To  make  all  right  again.  "—Pepys.  ■ 
Gorgonzola.  Cheddar. 
"  Which. was  kept  from  us  till  now."  —Pepys. 

"IN  A  state  of  full  CONTENT  AND  GREAT  HOPE." — PepyS. 

"when  dinner  was  DONE." — The  Diary  of  Samiutl  Pepys. 
PROGRAMME. 
"  Here  I  heard  very  good  music." — Pepys. 
Pianoforte  Sklbotion  :  Mr.  J.  W.  Read. 

Toast    "THE  KING."     ...    The  CHAIRMAN. 

"  Having  sti-ength  and  love  in  the  loyalty 
of  his  own  subjects." — Pepys. 
National  Anthem— Solo — Mr.  W.  L.  Soott. 
"  And  every  man  begins  to  be  merry  and 
full  of  hopes." — Pepys. 
SONG  :  Mr.  ,J.  H.  Lay. 

Toast  "SUCCESS  TO  THE  I.P.R."  {^^tjaG^S.™^' 
"  To  satisfy  the  world  what  they  intend  to  do." — Pepys. 
Song  :  Mr.  S.  Wainwright. 
Response  :  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins. 
"  By  rights  of  his  office  «nd  the  practice  of 
his  predecessor." — Pepys. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PRIZES. 
"  But  my  pleasure  was  great  to  see  the  manner  of  it." — Pepys. 

Toast    "THE  PRIZE  winners."  The  Chairman. 

"  What  mischief  these  rogues  have  done." — Pepys. 
"  But  I  do  not  find  people  apt  to  believe  them.  ' — Pepys. 
Song  :  Mr.  W.  king. 
Response  :  Mr.  C.  F.  Bradford. 
"Back  again  with  the  Cup  in  his  hand." — Pepys. 
"  Which  being  offered  they  passed  not  one  man  said  NO 
to  it." — Pepys. 

Mr.  J.  BURKIIT. 
"  And  did  hear  him  tell  a  story  which  he  did  persuade  us  to 
believe  to  be  true." — Pepys. 

Song. 

Toast         "KINDRED  SOCIETIES."  The  Vice-chairman. 
"  And  so  they  made  a  great  deal  of  joy  to  see  one  another." 

— Pepys. 

Song. 

Response  :  Mr.  G.  Cutting,  Hon.  Sec.  I.W.M.A.S. 
"  In  his  words  showed  much  of  a  gentleman." — Pepys. 

Mr.  H.  .J.  Binks. 
"  Looking  as  cheerful  as  any  man  could  do." — Pepys. 
Song. 

Toast       "  the  donors  OF  PRIZES."  Mr.  T.  a.  F.  Crisp. 
"  Which  he  says  he  will  look  atteT."— Pepys. 
Song. 

Response  :  Mr.  G.  P.  Price. 
"  At  the  office  all  the  morning  though  little  to  do." — Pepys. 
Mr.  a.  W.  Cook. 
"  I  know  not  yet  what  they  are  for." — Pepys. 
Song. 

Toast      ..,       "the  chairman. "  Mr.  C.  A.  Osborne. 
"  Beyond  all  expectation." — Pepys. 
Song. 

"About  eleven  at  night."— Papj/s.        "God  Save  the  King." 

"AFIER  that  cue  COMPANY  BROBJ!  UP  .  .  . 
  AKD  I,  HOilE."— J*<!i)i/«. 


The  principal  occupation  of  the  Eskimos  (of 
Arctic  Alaska)  during  the  spring  is  the  hunting  of 
the  bow-head  whale  in  the  leads,  or  open  water,  and 
among  the  floe  ice  of  the  Arctic  Ocean.  The  taking 
of  a  whale  is  always  a  time  of  great  rejoicing  with 
these  people,  for  it  means  not  only  an  abundance  of 
food  and  fuel,  but  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
trading  material. 


Cigars  are  given  to  soldiers  in  the  Italian  army 
as  part  of  their  daily  rations. 


A  Sdndebland  correspondent,  who  does  not 
quibble  over  commas  or  old  jokes  made  into  new, 
sends  a  cutting  from  a  contemporary,  and  wonders 
if  it  is  the  preliminary  to  some  new  and  delicate 
form  of  fly  fishing  on  dry  land  for  the  toothsome 
whitebait,  attitudinising  on  a  bramble  twig. 
"May  5. — Daily  the  interest  of  our  thronging  bird- 
life  grows.  See  the  whitebait,  slim  and  tiny,  a 
wanderer  from  the  far  south,  putting  on  all  the  airs 
of  an  outraged  householder  because  some  other 
warbler  has  trespassed  upon  his  dozen  yards  of 
hedge.  What  magniloquence  in  the  jerky  little 
song  of  triumph  that,  with  swelled  crest  and  bulging 
throat,  he  flings  after  the  baffled  intruder,  attitudi- 
nising like  some  famous  tenor  on  the  top  of  a 
bramble  twig.  See  the  greenfinch  in  his  wonderful 
singing  flight,"  etc. 


A  STBANGER  and  a  fountain  pen  did  what  a 
mother  failed  to  do  on  one  of  the  Brooklyn  elevated 
trains  the  other  day.  The  mother,  carrying  in  her 
arms  a  little  child,  boarded  the  train  at  the  Bridge, 
and  as  soon  as  the  journey  began  the  youngster 
began  to  cry  and  would  not  be  quieted.  Finally,  a 
man,  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  car,  arose. 
Drawing  a  large  fountain  pen  from  his  waistcoat 
pocket,  he  asked  the  woman  to  let  him  try  a  plan. 
She  was  wUling.  Taking  the  child  in  his  arms,  the 
man  put  the  large  end  of  the  pen  in  its  mouth.  The 
expression  on  the  baby's  face  immediately  changed. 
It  shut  its  mouth  firmly  on  the  pen  and  almost 
smiled  as  the  stranger  sat  down  and  began  jogging 
the  child  on  his  knee.  The  passengers  watched 
with  interest  and  smiles.  In  less  than  five  minutes 
that  baby  was  fast  asleep.  Then  removing  the  pen 
cautiously  from  its  mouth  the  stranger  put  the 
child  back  in  the  mother's  arms. 


Knock,  and  the  world  knocks  with  you  ; 

Boost,  and  you  boost  alone  !  1 
Whan  you  boast  good  and  loud  ^iJ 
You  wiU  find  that  the  crowd  { 

Has  a  hammer  as  big  as  your  own  ! 

— Troy  Times. 


Amusement's  current  is?ue  has  a  very  fine  list  of 
contents,  with  excellent  illustrations.  The  editor's 
gossip  is  truly  varied  and  written  in  a  bright,  enter- 
taining manner.  A  ■  charming  poem,  "  Grand- 
mother's Wedding  Bonnet,"  will  be  a  favourite 
with  all  ladies,  and  "  Wild  London"  is  a  sketch  of 
a  street  toy-maker  which  illustrates  the  value  of 
ideas  practically  applied.  The  journal  is  procurable 
at  all  agents,  or  from  7,  Whitefriars-street,  E.C. 


"Now,  if  you  would  only  go  to  church,"  the 
evangelist  exhorted.  "  Why  don't  you  ?  "  "Well — 
er — yer  see,  boss,"  stammered  the  hobo.  "  I  hope 
you  have  no  feeling  against  the  church,. my  man." 
"  Oh,  no,  I  ain't  got  no  grudge  again'  it.  Mine  wuz 
a  home  weddin'." 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  for  June  reached  me  this 
morning.  The  literary  matter  is  very  entertaining, 
and  the  drawings,  as  usual,  exceedingly  smart. 
C.  Dana  Gibson  is  particularly  happy  in  his  picture, 
entitled,  "Advertising  d  la  Mode."  He  depicts 
three  over-dressed  wealthy  dames  parading  the 
streets  with  boards  announcing,  for  the  benefit  of 
an  admiring  public,  their  future  movements,  such  as 
"  We  Dine  again  To-night,"  "  I  am  going  to  Europe," 
"I  give  a  Fancy  Dress  Ball  To-morrow."  Should 
this  mode  become  popular  with  the  swagger  crowd, 
what  will  the  Percy  De  Veres — the  society  recorders 
— do  then,  poor  things  ?  Bayard  Jones'  "  Between 
Two  Fires"  and  R.  M.  Crosby's  "Our  Execrable 
Climate  "  are  both  distinctly  good  drawings.  In 
fact,  the  whole  paper  is  clever  and  pithy  from  cover 
to  cover,  and  well  repays  the  outlay  of  the  sixpence 
for  which  it  can  be  secured.  The  publishers  are 
James  Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  E.C. 


"Ieefuse  to  talk  to  you,  sir  !  "  roared  the  in- 
dignant old  father.  "  If  you  will  come  around 
when  you  are  sober  to  ask  me  for  my  daughter  I 
may  consider  the  matter."  "When  I'm  shober  ? 
Thash  all  right,  old  man — thash  all  right.  Glad  to 
do  it.  Only  I  never  seem  to  want  her  when  I'm 
ahober."  Dbaokx^t. 
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^olcs  from  f^c  Wotll), 


There  has  been  an  almost  entire  absence  of  the 
usual  "swarms" — that  is,  hatchings  of  flies  so 
common  on  river,  looh,  and  burn  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Only  at  noon,  then  between  two  and 
three,  and  again  about  six  o'clock,  has  there  been 
signs  of  a  rise. 


The  Abergeldie  Dee  water  yielded  Piince  Arthur 
of  Connaught  and  Capt.  Wyudham  con-iderable 
sport  during  their  ten  days'  stay  on  Dee^ide. 


Princess  Victoria  will  again  visit  Deeside  in  June, 
and  will  likely  put  up  at  Altnaguishach  on  the 
shores  of  Loch  Muick.  She  delights  in  brown  trout 
angling,  and  nowhere  could  she  be  better  suited  on 
the  King's  domains  than  in  the  Muick  burn  and 
loch. 


Mr.  J.  Saltmarche  has  had  the  Carlogie  Dee 
water  since  May  1,  but  sport  on  that  part  has 
entiiely  gone  ofi;  yet  there  are  plenty  of  fish, 
although  they  will  lojk  at  nothing. 


Mr.  Sutherland  had  a  beautiful  grihe  on  May  10 
on  the  Inchgarth  water  ju=.t  a  little  above  the  tidal. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  the  Messrs. 
Poweries,  and  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company 
have  all  had  larger  supplies  of  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea-trout  during  the  past  week  than  for  months 
back. 


The  grilse  season  on  the  east  coast  is  steadily 
improving;  the  fish  are  of  the  very  best  quality, 
colour,  and  shape,  and  good  weights  to  boot. 


The  rock  anglers  are  having  a  poor  time  of  it 
since  their  season  opened  in  May. 

Special  Scotch. 


JlssociaHons,  cfc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  competition,  held  at 
Rye  House,  Herts,  on  March  19  and  26,  will  be 
distributed  on  Monday  (May  2'2)  at  the  Blue  Anchor, 
Chance-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — the  meeting-house 
of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Association — at  9  p.m. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  will  occupy  the  chair  and  present 
the  prizes.  Mr.  G.  Hunt  has  arranged  a  little 
concert,  and  the  attendance  of  anglers  will  be 
appreciated.  There  will  be  plenty  of  room  for  others 
than  the  prize  winners,  who  number  fifty-three. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  Joint  Competition  Secretary. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  John  Warne  very  genially  presided  at  the 
meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last.  Fishing 
reports  were  not  quite  so  numerous  as  recently ; 
however,  the  chairman — malgri  lui — had  been,  if 
anything,  rather  too  successful,  landing  a  fine  pike 
near  Chertsey,  which  was,  however,  at  once  returned; 
at  Hertford  (on  another  occasion),  taking  trout  of 
over  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Harris,  at  same  place,  taking  two 
small  trout.  Mr.  Birch  and  friends,  at  Leigh,  had 
taken  351b.,  various  fish,  and  on  another  day,  alone, 
some  five  dozen  flatfish.  Mr.  Warne  was  duly 
thanked  for  presentation  of  a  fine  photograph  of  an 
angling  scene,  which  incidentally  included  a  capital 
portrait  of  the  donor.  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
tickets  were  distributed  to  members  present  who 
had  subscribed  ;  and  in  connection  with  tickets,  the 
hon.  secretary  would  like  to  hear  from  members 
who  may  require  railway  privilege  tickets,  specifying 
in  their  note  whether  they  prefer  the  ticket  of  the 
"Central"  or  the  "Anglers'  Association."  Many 
members,  it  was  stated,  had  proceeded  to  Leigh 
eailier  in  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  in  the 
competition,  as  per  "Calendar  of  Meetings,"  but 
not  being  able  to  return  in  time,  the  result  of  the 
outing  will  be  notified  next  week ;  the  weather,  how- 
ever, had  been  very  unfavourable. — Hon.  Sec. 
Epsom  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  dinner  took  place  recently  at  the 
Spread  Eaale  Hotel,  Epsom,  under  the  pi  esidency 
of  Mr.  J.  Tryon,  who  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Keswick,  M.P.,  Mr.  F.  W  Ledger,  J. P.,  Mr.  M. 
Turner  (hon.  treasurer),  Mr.  D.  Tryon,  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("Old  Iz^ak,"  the  People),  Mr.  J. 
Etherington,  Mr.  H.  Skilton  (hon.  sec. ),  and  a  host 
of  local  anglers  and  friends.  The  loyal  toasts 
having  been  fully  honoured,  "Oli  Izaak"  gave 
that  of  the  "Epsom  Angling  Society,"  remarking 
that  the  older  it  became  the  stronger  it  grew.  A 


good  anghng  society  was  useful,  not  only  for  its 
primary  purpose,  but  for  the  kindred  spirits  it 
brought  together,  and  the  friendships  it  created  and 
cemented.  Married  anglers  should  once  at  least 
take  their  wives  fishing  with  them,  for  it  had  been 
well  said  that "  a  woman  who  has  never  seen  her  hus- 
band fishing,  does  not  know  what  a  patient  man  she 
has  married."  Ha  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  society 
was  flourishing,  had  excellent  officers,  and  a  most 
painstaking  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Skilton),  not  to 
mention  their  honoured  past  president  Mr.  F.  W. 
Coles,  or  Mr.  J.  Tryon,  his  esteemed  successor  in 
the  presidential  chair,  whose  name  was  coupled 
with  the  toast.  The  "  Epsom  Angling  Society " 
having  been  enthusiastically  drank  and  responded 
to,  Mr.  F.  W.  Ledger,  J.P.,  proposed  "The  Presi- 
dent," remarking  that  Mr.  Tryon  was  an  ardent 
angler,  and  a  worthy  successor  to  Mr.  Coles,  who 
held  office  so  lang  and  so  well.  The  prize  distri- 
bution followed,  Messrs.  W.  Holt,  C.  Blomfield,  J. 
Wyeth,  J.  Etherington,  R.  I'Anson,  and  A.  Hobokin 
being  the  sucessful  anglers.  Mr.  W.  G.  Langlands 
gave  "  The  Vice-President?  and  Visitors."  c  lupling 
it  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Wm.  Keswick,  M.P.,  who, 
in  a  most  entertaining  speech,  thanked  the  society 
for  having  made  him  a  vice-president,  and  «aid  he 
once  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  salmon,  but 
not  by  rod  and  line.  Many  years  since  he  was  ship- 
wrecked in  the  Japan  Sea,  and  accompanied  by  a 
friend  had  afterwards  to  travel  300  miles  on  foot  to 
the  city  now  known  as  Tokio.  At  one  of  their 
resting  places  a  Japanese  angl?r  caught  a  very  fine 
fish  weighing  about  231b.  He  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  the  man,  and  "  captured"  the  fish.  He 
and  his  friend  went  for  many  days  on  the  strength 
of  that  salmon,  and  he  should  never  forget  it.  It 
was  the  only  one  he  had  captured  in  that  way  or 
any  other,  and  as  it  cost  him  le^s  than  a  dollar  he 
did  not  think  his  salmon  fishing;  dear.  He  was 
suffering  from  illness  at  the  time,  but  the  walk,  and 
perhaps  the  salmon,  completely  restored  him  to 
health.  He  admired  angling,  although  not  a  fisher- 
man himself.  The  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society's  box  was  handed  round  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  chairman,  and  £3  23.  was  sent  on  to  the 
society  in  consequence.  Excellent  music  was  dis- 
coursed at  intervals  by  Messrs.  Glenister  (piano). 
George  Thatcher,  Albert  Evett,  Fred  Hastings,  and 
A.  Wiltshire,  and  the  proceedings,  which  throughout 
were  of  the  most  enjoyable  character,  closed  with 
the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem,  in  whi^jh  all 
heartily  joined. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  Powles-West  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  A  good  start  was  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Sor^iety,  and 
amongst  new  subscribers  was  one  for  life.  The 
hon.  sec.  would  be  glad  to  add  to  this  list  the  names 
of  any  members  who  have  not  already  subscribed, 
the  amount.  Is.  Id.,  being  a  triflirig  sum,  and  the 
object  an  excellent  one.  The  Chess  has  again  yielded 
some  good  trout,  Mr.  Nelson  had  a  brace  and  a  half, 
and  Mr.  Gill,  amongst  several  others,  one  of  Iflb. 
Members  desirous  of  receiving  instruction  in  fly 
casting  should  note  that  Mr.  Thonger  and  Mr.  F.  E. 
Eldred  will  be  in  attendance  at  Chesham  on  Satur- 
day, May  27,  for  that  purpose.  A  capital  display  of 
flies,  rods,  and  tackle,  kindly  lent  by  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co.,  was  shown,  and  very  great  interest  evinced. 
The  "  Gresham  "  rod,  balanced  by  a  new  reel,  was 
much  fancied,  and  a  rod  named  the  "  Whiddi- 
eombe,"  weighing  5 ^oz.,  received  well  merited  praise. 
The  "  Turrell "  split-cane  single-handed  casting  rod 
was  quite  a  new  feature,  and  appea-ed  a  very  handy 
weapon.  Splendid  speuimens  of  the  fiy-dresser's 
art  were  represented  by  life  like  May  Flies,  and 
made  one  long  to  be  at  the  water  side  with  a  good 
rise  on.  Reels,  coats,  lines,  and  fly-boxes  were 
exhibited,  indeed  one  would  be  a  very  fastidious 
angler  who  could  not  be  satisfied  with  such  a  choice 
of  up-to-date  material.  Needless  to  say,  a  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.'s  kindness. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  chair  at  Monday's  meeting  was  ably  filled  by 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford,  who,  before  opening  the  usual 
proceedings,  mentioned  that  he  had  paii  a  visit  to 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  and  was  glad  to  see  the 
splendid  show  of  preserved  fish  sent  by  the  society. 
The  meeting  was  glad  to  hear  this  satisfactory 
'statement  from  the  chairman.  Members  were  also 
delighted  to  give  a  hearty  welcome  to  their  latle 
hon.  Librarian-Curator,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who 
is  slowly,  but  it  is  hoped  surely,  recovering  from 
his  late  severe  illness.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
add  that  tKe  warmest  wishes  were  expressed  for 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 's  rapid  and  complete  restoiation  to 
health  again.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  presented  to  the 
Ubrary  a  copy  of  his  new  book  on  grayling  fishing, 
and  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  lor  the  giit. 
Angling  reports  were  meagre.  The  president,  Mr. 
H,  H.  Brown,  had  the  most  satisfactory  tale  to  tell 


in  regard  to  fishing.  In  private  water  he  took  five  and 
a  half  brace  of  Loch  Levens  and  rainVjows,  the  latter 
including  a  brace  of  beautiful  fish  exhibited  at  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Brown's  health,  as  the  "  successful 
angler,"  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm.  The  weeds  on 
ths  Lanibourn  will  shortly  bo  cut  in  anticipation  of 
the  May  Fly  rise,  and  members  intending  to  go  to 
Newbury  should  be  careful  to  ascertain  from  the 
imdersigned  whether  or  not  this  all-necessary 
operation  is  proceeding,  to  avoid  disappointment. 
— Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern. 

Weybeidge  Angling  Association. 
The  tournament  arranged  by  the  Weybridge 
Angling  Association  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  25,  commencing  at  2  p.m.  The  competitions 
are  for  casting  Joz.,  loz.,and  2jz.  baits,  for  accuracy 
and  distance,  and  there  are  two  events  for  visitors 
to  be  competed  for  with  loz.  baits,  also  for  accuracy 
and  distance,  for  which  two  prizes  are  offered. 
Visitors  must  bring  their  own  tackle,  the  casting 
baits  being  provided  by  the  W.  A.  A.  The  tournament 
is  simply  in  tended  to  provide  sport  amongst  th3  mem- 
bers of  the  W.A. A.;  tackle  actually  used  in  fishing  is 
to  be  employed,  and  though  there  are  many  prizes 
they  are  of  small  value  only,  and  will  consist  of 
fishing  tackle.  By  kind  permission,  the  tournament 
will  tike  place  in  the  school  playing-field,  Minorca- 
road,  Weybridg  3  ;  admission  is  free,  but  by  ticket 
only.  Any  visitors  who  wish  to  compete  are  invited 
to  send  their  names  an  1  addresses  to  the  chairm  m 
of  the  association,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley,  Prince's- 
roal,  Weybridge.  Several  members  of  the  W.A  A. 
have  lately  devoted  considerable  time  to  practice, 
and  the  speatacle  of  half  a  dozen  "rods"  at  work 
on  dry  ground  has  attracted  much  attention  and 
interest. — X. 


Xettecs  to  the  Ebitor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


ARE  WINGS  EVER  NECESSARY  ON  A 
DRY-FLY  ■> 

Dear  Sir, — Are  wings  ever  necessary  on  a  dry-fly  ? 
To  many  of  your  readers  this  question  may  seem  a 
strange  one,  possessing  as  they  probably  do  cases  well 
filled  with  those  beautiful  split- wing  floaters,  the 
perfection  of  the  fly-tier's  art.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  the  split- wingad  fly 
is  absolutely  unnecessary.  I  am  a  dry-fly  man  pure 
and  simple,  having  little  or  no  experience  of  the 
wet-fly.  Thirty  years  ago  as  a  lad  I  used  to  land 
my  father's  fish,  and  he  always  fished  the  rise  with 
a  single  fly.  Now,  there  was  one  particular  fly  in 
his  book  which  we  christened  "  The  Governor's 
Invention,"  and  when  all  others  failed  this  pattern 
always  proved  successful.  It  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  Ronald's  Golden  Eyed  Gauze  Wing. 
Body  :  Pale  bluish-green  floss  silk.  Hackle  :  Rather 
long,  very  pale  blue  dun  hen.  Hook  :  Blue  square 
bend— the  colour  of  the  hook  is  most  essential.  I 
am  never  without  this  fly,  and  it  has  over  and  over 
again  turned  a  probable  failure  into  a  certain  success. 

Four  years  ago  I  rented  some  water  on  the  Lugg 
at  Kingsland  during  the  May  Fly  season,  and  there 
I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  T. 
Williams  and  his  Hackle  May  Flies.  Body  :  Lamb's 
wool  mixed  with  a  little  pale  yellow  dubbing,  a 
turn  or  two  of  peacock  herl  at  tail,  and  one  turn 
at  head.  ShoulJer  hackle  :  A  dull  sandy  hen.  Head 
hackle  :  TJndyed  Egyptian  goose.  Since  trying  this 
pattern  I  have  entirely  ceased  using  any  other, 
though  I  religiously  carry  with  me  the  orthodox 
winged  floaters  of  various  patterns  in  case  of 
emergencies,  but  I  have  yet  to  meet  the  trout  that 
will  refuse  this  hackled  pattern,  which  when  well 
paraffined — say,  a  fortnight  beforehand — and  put 
in  the  sun  to  dry,  will  float  forever  after. 

Now,  before  I  come  to  the  point  I  must  mention 
an  experience  on  the  Ribble,  which,  in  company 
with  my  brother,  I  fished  two  years  ago.  It  was 
July,  and  the  river  so  low  and  clear  ttiat  in  the 
train  we  were  assured  by  two  local  anglers  sport 
was  out  of  the  question  except  at  night.  When  we 
informed  them  that  it  was  our  intention  to  "  dry-fly  " 
they  leaned  back  in  their  seats  and  give  way  to 
exuberant  mirth.  "  What !  Dry-fly  in  the  Ribble  ?  " 
one  of  them  exclaimed.  "  Why,  man  alive,  it's  a 
wet-fly  stream  !  "  Anyway,  off  we  started — my 
brother  at  the  bottom  of  the  beat,  and  myself  half- 
way up.  After  a  good  deal  of  time  wasted  in 
looking  for  the  rise  of  a  decent  fish,  I  changed  to 
wet-fly,  and  pretty  well  every  cast  got  a  fish,  but 
they  were  all  small,  and  I  began  to  think  that  after 
all  the  local  men  were  right,  and  then  my  brother 
turned  up  for  lunch  with  a  beautiful  basket  of  fine 
fish,  the  result  of  careful  observation.  The  river 
is  wide  enough  for  two  to  fish  abreast  when  wading, 
each  taking  a  bank.  Trees  overhang  the  water 
nearly  everywhere,  the  bottom  being  rock,  which 
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AM^OLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIIJQ   QUiURTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  excellent   Trout  Fishing 
reserved   and   free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.     Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TT   CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  spurting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fisliing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  Ave 
miles'  drive,  or  3(1.  train  fare.    Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.    Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor,— Proprietor,!.  J.  COTTBELL. 

"  Anri  here  and  there  a  Imty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling.'* 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  MOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Gfayling 

Fishingron  the  River  TeiVie.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i^Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Tho.mas  E.  Batiks,  Manager. 

Read  Tliis. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  •will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2S. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d.  j 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  G.4INED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  Wbite  &i  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 

CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

RpllT>f^Tl     Rofl.    T^TTini".     'RiTtTum    T^»./^n4"  ovt/^ 
k?aiilXXUll,    Occb    XlULiUj    AJLUyyll     J.rOllu,  iiLlCL 

Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs,    Good  Sea  Pishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Macfadyeu,  Cuilfall, 
Kilmellord." 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  ii,:  7d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Pi-ospectus,  sent  post  free. 

BLACK  FOREST. 

Climatic  Health  Resort. 

HOTEL  SONNE. 

With  large  and  splendidly  situated  Park. 
EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated    in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.    Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.    Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.    New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from   Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL  Cloghans,  Ballina.  Mayo. 

FREE  .SALMON,  TROrT,   PIKE,  and  CHAK 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
nianuin,  and  Alick,    Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  f  lom  the  one  l)oat,  £3  5s,  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.    No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  lioat  or  men,— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T,  CLARKE. 

Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 
Quito  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 

DlnLn  \jLtLA\  h  (SIMONSBATH). 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor.    Bracing  air  and 
fine  scenery. 
Seueral  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Barle,  part 

exclusiue  right  and  free  to  Visitors. 
Comfortable  Quarters,  Electric  Light,  Bathroom,  &c. 
Terms  Moder.^TK.        station  :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams:  "Birch  C'leavk,  Simonsbath."' 

THOMAS  ELWORTHY,  Proprietor, 

1  IIVEiiiiDim^ 
L.U  AcIVIdURG. 

PAYING    GUESTS  RECEIVED. 

WEST   OF   IRELAND.— Dapping  season. 

KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib.  Every  convenience  ; 
free  fishing  :  trout,  pike,  perch  ;  do  waste  of  time 
or  car  hire  ;  daily  mail  ;  good  men  and  boats. 
Steamer  plying  between  Galway  and  Cong  calls 
at  landing  stage  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Hotel) 
twice  daUy. — Write  for  terms  to  proprietor, 
Thomas  Murphy,  Kilbeg,  Headford,  Co.  Galway. 

Comfortable  House  on  high  ground, 
splendid  scenery,  bracing  air,  good  cook- 
ing, fishing,   highly    recommended.  — 
Address,  Mdlle.  Andbe,  Chateau  Roth, 
pr^s  Vianden,  Grand  Duche,  Luxemburg 

MEYKltK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Botlorgan,  Anglesey ,  If .W. 

The  above,  ABSOLUTELY  the  FINEST  TBOUT 
LAKE  IN  NORTH  WALES  (No  Coarse  Fish). 
Kiver,  Sea,  and  Perch  Fishing  (Mareog  Lake, 
Ty  Croes)  within  short  distances.    Boats  free  to 
visitors.   Fly,  Minnow,  or  bait.-  Cuisine,  wines, 
<fcc. ,  of  best  quality.    Terms  most  moderate  and 
inclusive.— Apply, John  H.  Billinge,  Proprietor. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

Superior  Board  and  Lodging. 

Private  House.  Five  hours  from  Dublin. 
Two  minutes  from  River.  Three  Guineas 
weekly,  no  extras.    Special  Terms  per 
annum. — Address,  "  Sport,"  Willing's 
Adveetising  Agency,  162,  Piccadilly, 
London,  W. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

rOYhiKo  HOlruLi, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,   Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

WILD-BAD  (Black  Forest) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

HOTEL  DE  RUSSIE. 

Comfortable.    Moderate  Terms. 
Special  attention  paid  to  Anglers. 
Write  for  Prospectus. 

DAPPING  SEASON. 

fLOGHENBREGK  HOTEl'k 

CONVENIENT   FDR   TROUT  Pl.c^NINn 

RECINA  HOTEL,  i^BIS: 

Most  up-to-date.     Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.   Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position     near    Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.    ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 

Comfortable  quarters  for  Bachelor  or 
Married  Couple  in  private  house,  on  best 
grounds    in    lake.  —  For  particulars 
address  "  Fishing,"  care  Eason  &  SoN, 
Advertising  Agents,  Dublin. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALIjINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.    Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 

Y        f              "           .l.Vi»  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland, 
'  Hmiifi               i  Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
H^BBKijjHgM  Locli  free  to  Visitors  staying 

■HHl^^^H  For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 

WANTED 

for  AUGUST  and  part  SEPTEMBER, 

SMALL  HOUSE 

With  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout 
Flshingf  (exclusive). 

Address—"  H.  L.,"  c/o  J.  W.  Vickers, 
5,  Nicholas  Lane,  B.C. 

GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GKAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 

HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Lougbs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 
FREE  TROUT  FISHING 

On  LAKE  COEON.     Capital  sport  in  spring 
months.    Central  for  all  the  Anglesey  waters. 
Mild  climate.    Boats  free  for  visitors  staying 
at  hotel.   Every  accommodation.  Cars,  &c.,  for 
hire.    Charges  moderate. 

OWEN  MORRIS,  Proprietor. 

First- Clasn.       CJioicest  Position, 
Convenient  fok 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 

SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

for  last  week  in  August  and  first  three 
weeks  in  September,  good  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Pishing  for  two  or  Three  Rods 
in  Ireland. — Reply,  stating  terms  and 
particulars,  hotel  accommodation,  &c.,to 
R.  F.  DuNNELL,  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  York. 

FREE  AND  RESERVED  SALMON 
AND  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

Free  of  charge  to  Angling  Visitors  staying 
at  my  private  quarters,  "Abbey  View," 
Killaloe,  Ireland. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 

ANGLERS^  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

{Situate  on  the  Shore  of  the  Lake). 
Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.     Exclusive  Fishing 
and  Boating  Eights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
supply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tariff — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Anglers'  Inn,  Ennerdaie,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAND. 

TROUT  FISHINH  im  tucTF^T 
1  nuu  1  riwriiiiu  in  THE  1  CO  1 

TO  ILiET. 

HANTS.— About  2J  miles  (mostly  both 
banks),  on  one  of  the  best  stretches  of  the 
river ;   well  stocked.     Also  3  rods  on 
Bransbury  Common  Water. — Apply  to 
Messrs.  Parebbothee,  Ellis    &  Co., 
29,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 

Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 

TROUT  FISHING. 

WBICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

On  the  borders  of  O.xfordshire,  Gloucestershire, 
and  Worcestershire,     Old-fashioned  Farmhouse 
^dated  i711).     Board  residence    30s  weekly 
Grand  scenery,  charming  drives  to  Shakespeare's 
country.  Edge  Hills,  Compton  Wynates,  Brough- 
tou  CasUe,  VVroxton  Abbey,  Heithorp,  Broadway, 
Whichford  and  Wolfold  Woods,  Weston  House, 
and  Park,  King's  Stones,  and  many  more  places 
of  interest.     Two  miles  good,  preserved  Trout 
Fishing,  restocked  1902-03-04    with  Rainbows 
andSalnioFarios,  Tickets  2s,  ecf,  daily.  Shooting, 
300  acres.    Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via 
Banbury.  Highest  references.  Apply,  K.  E.  Cook. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-fnrnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &o.  New 
Msh  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
t«rms  OD  Upper  Water.— Addreu,  Manaqekjess. 

The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.    First-class  TROUT  PISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors ;    also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owenea 
River "   at  5s.  per  day.     Golf  Links 
convenient.  Billiards.  Terms  moderate. 
•^PPlyi  Pbopribtob. 

SALMON  FISHING  RIGHTS. 

TO   HE  LET  CHEAP. 

Valuable  Salmon  Fishing  Rights   during  the 
Summer  Months  in  Atran,  near  Atrafors,  west 
coast  of  Sweden,    Near  rail.    A  most  beautiful 
summer  resort  with  suitable  and  cheap  boarding 
houses.    A  favourable  opportunity  for  a  party 
of  centlemen.     Interpreters    at  hand.  For 
further  particulars  please  address  iu  German, 
French,  orSwedish— s.  A.  JOHAXSsox,  Sandgatau 
S,  Falkenberg,  Sweden. 
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forms  a  succesaion  of  long  steps  as  it  were, 
and  every  fish  my  brother  had  caught  was  rising 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  bank  in  such  shallow 
water  that  in  most  cases  its  back  fin  was  above  the 
surface,  and  the  actual  rise  no  larger  than  the 
disturbance  a  water-spider  makes,  and  one  might 
well  be  excused  from  blame  for  not  observing  such 
a  tiny  rise. 

Now,  the  fly  out  was  a  very  pale  Watery  Dun,  of 
which  I  had  a  beautiful  lightly  dresFed  wet-fly 
pattern,  which  immediately  after  lunch  I  offered  to 
a  trout  that  was  rising  under  the  above  conditions. 
It  drifted  past  him  without  the  slightest  attention 
on  his  part,  and  this  was  repeated  three  times  with 
the  same  negative  result.  Then  I  changed  to  the 
orthodox  split-wing  floater.  The  first  cast  it  failed 
to  cock,  but  the  fish  darted  out  at  it,  refusing, 
however,  to  take  it,  though  he  followed  it  down  for 
quite  a  distance,  "lipping"  it  all  the  way.  Again 
I  cast,  but  once  more  failed  to  cock  the  fly,  with 
the  same  result.  One  had  to  cast  a  fairly  long  line, 
^d  under  a  nasty  bough.  The  third  attempt  was 
successful,  the  fly  cocking  beautifully,  when  it  was 
immediately  seized,  and  the  same  thing  happened 
with  every  other  fish.  It  was  pretty  sport,  for  the 
water  was  as  clear  as  gin,  and  each  particular  spot  on 
the  fish  easily  discernible,  and  when  struck  they 
gave  a  superb  rush  smack  out  into  the  middle  of 
the  stream,  followed  by  a  succession  of  leaps.  The 
next  day  there  were  no  flies  on  the  water  except  a 
very  small  Midge,  so  up  went  "The  Governor's 
Invention."  Result— Immediate  success.  In  the 
evenings  Sedges  came  out,  and  the  fish  rose  well  in 
the  deeper  water.  The  winged  patterns  proved 
useless,  but  the  Hackle  Floaters  killed  at  once. 

Again  last  year  on  the  Teme  there  was  a  fine  rise 
of  Black  Gnats  on.  I  had  some  excellent  patterns 
tied  by  Carter,  with  celluloid  bodies,  double-split 
starlmg  wings,  and  full  black  hackle.  My  brother 
caught  four  brace  on  one  fly,  and  he  assured  me 
that  as  the  wings  gradually  got  less  and  less  so  the 
fish  took  it  more  readily. 

In  early  spring  this  year  on  the  Dee  at  Llangollen 
the  trout  took  a  Hackle  March  Brown  fished  dry 
whenever  it  was  presented  to  them,  refusing  the 
winged  pattern  either  wet  or  dry.  By  the  way 
this  hackle  pattern  is  a  nailer.  Body:  Hare's  Ear 
mixed  with  a  little  pale  bluish -green  dubbing,  ribbed 
with  fine  round  gold  thread.  Whisks  :  Three  or  four 
8tra,nd3  of  white  gallina  breast  feather.  Shoulder 
hackle:  A  finely  marked  grey  partridge  hackle, 
ilead  hackle:  A  well  marked  brown  partridge 
hackle.    Hook  :  No.  I  or  2,  new  scale. 

This  spring  I  came  across  another  pattern  that 
struck  me  as  excellent.  Body  as  above.  Whisks  • 
Golden  pheasant  topping.  Shoulder  hackle :  Pale 
ginger  hen.  Head  hackle:  Brown  partridge.  I 
dress  these  light  and  heavy  for  wet  or  dry  flv  work 
as  required. 

At  Easter  I  was  fishing  the  association  water  on 
the  Clwyd  at  Trefnant  near  St.  Asaph,  and  the  only 
warm  day  we  had  the  fish  were  rising  well  to  the 
Grannom,  which  were  out  in  clouds.  The  ordinary 
dressing  with  ginger  hackle  and  partridge  pinnion 
feather  for  wings  proved  useless,  being  totally 
unlike  the  specimens  out,  which  were  quite  dark 
owing  no  doubt,  as  old  Forster  asserts,  to  the  cold 
weather.  Well,  I  sat  down  on  the  bank,  and  tied  a 
fly  with  the  usual  dark  Hare's  Ear  body,  d«rk  honey 
dun  hackle,  and  landrail  wings,  which  killed  fairly 
well  wet,  but  did  not  answer  dry.  Then  I  tied  one 
with  a  hackled  landrail  feather  instead  of  the  wings 
which  floated  splendidly  and  pmved  an  immediate 
killer.  Result— Three  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  fish, 
and  numerous  smaller  ones. 

Now  for  the  point.  I  doubt  very  much  indeed 
whether  a  fish  from  his  view  ever  sees  the  wings 
of  a  prope  ly  cocked  dry-fly.  owing,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  their  perpendicular  position,  and, 
secondly  to  the  abundance  of  hackle  spreading 
out  m  all  directions  below  them.  If  this  is  thi 
case,  may  we  not  assume  that  the  reason  why  the 
cocked  position  of  the  fly  proves  the  most  deadly  is 
not  because  it  resembles  so  much  the  pose  of  the 
natural  msect,  but  that  in  this  position  the  artifi- 
ciality of  the  wmgs  is  least  discernible  by  the  trout  ' 
in  a  wet  fly  the  wings  are  so  lightly  dressed  that 
they  much  more  nearly  approach  nature  than  is 
the  case  with  double  textured  wings  of  the  dry-fly 

Halford.  m  his  "  One  Hundred  Best  Flies."  gives 
various  patterns  of  Hackled  Duns,  etc.,  but  the 
wings  are  mostly  represented  by  dun  hackles,  which 
m tend  to  give  the  effect  of  the  insect  buzzing. 
u^,  ^"t.  Hackle  Red  Spinner.  No.  36.— Head 
hackle :  Medium  blue  dun  hen.  Shoulder  hackle  : 
Pv,  "i^  ^^*^**f®*^  same.  If  my  theory  holds  good 
the  blue  dun  hackle  should  be  omitted  altogether, 
m  the  very  next  pattern  given  we  have  this  idea 
tnore  or  less  carried  out.  No.  37.— Mr.  Skues' 
pattern  Hackles  :  Ruddy,  rusty,  sandy,  or  honey 
lun  cock  or  badger,  or  smoky  ginger  cuckoo.  With 
perhaps  two  exceptions  these  hackles  all  represent 
the  legs  of  different  shades  of  Red  Spinners,  the 


two  possible  exceptions  being  the  honey  dun  cock 
and  badger  hackles. 

If  we  can  do  away  with  wings,  what  a  boon  to  the 
dry-fly  man  !  No  more  cocking  required,  for  the 
Hackle  Fly  lights  rightly  and  right  Ughtly,  which 
not  only  reads  well,  but  is  well. 

Halford.  on  page  155,  gives  a  splendid  description 
of  the  Sedge  Fly.  and  its  delicate  manner  of  scarcely 
touching  the  water  when  laying  its  eggs,  and  the 
impossibility  of  throwing  a  winged  pattern  with 
sufficient  lightness  to  avoid  scaring  the  fish,  only 
a  hackled  pattern  being  able  to  accomplish  the 
purpose. 

Then  in  the  case  of  May  Flies.  Who  has  not  when 
using  the  winged  floaters  experienced  that  buzzing 
noise  behind  him  on  the  forward  cast  made  by 
the  wings  acting  like  propellers,  causing  the  fly  to 
revolve,  with  the  result  that  after  a  few  such  casts 
one's  gut  gets  twisted  up  till  it  resembles  more 
nearly  a  salmon  cast  than  a  neatly  tapered  trout 
one.  Now  I  don't  hold  a  brief  for  any  tackle-maker, 
■but  when  one  finds  a  good  thing  I  consider  it  one's 
duty  to  give  his  brother  anglers  the  advantage  of 
one's  discovery,  and  my  advice  is  to  drop  a  line  to 
Mrs.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  R.S.O., 
Herefordshire,  for  some  of  her  D.E.G.  Pattern 
Egyptian  Goose  Hackle  May  Flies.  I  like  the 
medium  size,  and  insist  on  having  the  hackles 
untrimmed. 

One  more  note,  and  I  have  finished.  I  have 
noticed  in  dry-fly  fishing  there  are  days  when  the 
fish  seem  to  prefer  a  fly  that  is  almost  submerged — 
put  it  to  them  floating  and  they  refuse  it,  sink  it 
and  the  result  is  the  same,  but  let  just  the  tips  of 
the  hackle  be  above  the  surface,  and — "pop  " — he's 
got  it ! 

I  should  be  much  obliged  if  some  of  your  experi- 
enced contributors  would  express  their  valuable 
opinions  on  the  question  I  raise — namely,  whether 
wings  are  necessary  on  a  dry-fly. — Yours  truly, 

H.  G.  RoLT. 

ri  think  that  Mr.  Rolfs  letter  is  very  interesting 
and  suggestive,  but  unless  I  am  much  mistaken 
Mr.  Halford  set  much  the  same  idea  afloat  some 
years  ago,  and  had  a  series  of  hackled  wingless  flies 
made,  but  I  do  not  think  he  ever  suggested  or 
imagined  that  they  would  take  the  place  of  the 
cocked-wing  Dun.  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28, 
Winchcomb  -  street,  Cheltenham,  makes  superb 
cocked-wing  May  Flies,  but  he  tells  me  he  kills 
far  more  fish  himself  with  his  hackled  patterns. 
When  the  fish  are  taking  the  floating  cocked-wing 
Dun,  if  the  fish  refuse  the  artificial  imitation  it  is 
simply  because  they  detect  the  hook  or  gut  or  the 
whole  thing.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  I  have  often 
taken  such  a  fish  with  a  little  Red  Sedge,  but  it 
was  because  it  threw  him  off  his  guard — he  was 
looking  out  to  avoid  a  Dun.  But  if  we  all  took  to 
fishing  Bumbles  it  is  quite  certain  that  before  long 
the  fish  would  get  just  as  used  to  them,  and  then 
we  should  find  the  winged  imitation  would  kill 
again.  I  believe  this  is  the  whole  secret  of  the 
matter,  and  that  if  Bumbles  were  used  as  much  as 
winged  flies  are  they  would  not  kill  nearly  so  well 
as  the  good  imitation  of  the  real  fly.  Of  course, 
when  the  fish  are  taking  the  nymph  the  hackled  fly 
kills  best  at  times,  but  Mr.  Rolt  is  not  referring 
to  that,  but  to  the  winged  insect  sitting  on  the 
water. — Ed.  J 


DISEASE  IN  ORNAMENTAL  FISH  POND. 

D  EAR  SiB, — A  friend  of  mine  bought  last  year  a 
number  of  very  fine  specimens  of  the  golden  orfe, 
the  largest  of  them  would  scale  l^lb.,  very  deep  fish 
and  of  a  beautiful  orange  colour.  These  were  placed 
in  a  large  ornamental  pond  with  concrete  bottom, 
sand  and  fine  pebbles,  small  rocks,  and  a  few  floating 
water  plants,  with  the  Osmunda  Regalia  fern  fring- 
ing the  edge,  forming,  in  my  opinion,  an  ideal 
aquarium  for  these  fish.  Spring  water  dropped  in 
showers  through  holes  in  the  rocks  above  into  this 
pond,  and  although  restricted  in  their  liberty  they 
had  a  large  surface  in  which  to  besport  themselves. 

Last  year  these  fish  kept  in  excellent  condition  ;  a 
few  weeks  ago  my  friend  reported  to  me  that  he  did 
not  like  the  appearance  of  two  of  the  larger  speci- 
mens, who  appeared  listless  in  their  movements  and 
avoided  their  companions.  On  netting  one  of  thes"i 
fish  I  found  the  head,  gills,  and  a  large  portion  of 
the  body  of  the  fish  covered  with  what  I  presume  is 
the  parasitic  fungus  (Saprolegnia  feraz).  This 
specimen  died  shortly  after  removal  from  the  water, 
another  very  fine  fish  succumbed  the  day  after,  two 
this  morning,  and  all  the  others  are  more  or  less 
affected.  When  first  noticed,  all  these  diseased  fish 
begin  to  lose  their  orange  colour,  the  belly  and  sides 
assume  a  bleached  appearance,  and  the  fimgus, 
which  starts  on  the  nose  and  head  of  the  fish,  quickly 
spreads  until  it  reaches  the  tail.  There  is  no  over- 
crowding in  this  pond,  cleanliness  is  most  strictly 
observed.  If  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
could  kindly  give  an  explanation  of  the  sudden  out- 


break of  this  fungus,  and  if  any  remedy  can  be 
applied  to  check  its  ravages  when  first  noticed,  you 
would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly. 
Lincoln,  May  l4.      P.  W.  Young,  L.R.C.S.E. 

[I  hope  that  some  reader  may  be  able  to  suggest 
a  remedy.  Hard  water  seems  to  be  favourable  to 
fungus.  It  is  said  that  rubbing  the  fish  with  salt 
kills  the  fungus ;  personally,  I  should  be  inclined  to 
try  permanganate  of  potash,  throwing  in  enough  to 
make  all  the  water  red  ;  if  that  did  no  use  I  would 
try  a  very  weak  dose  of  sulphate  of  copper — one 
part  of  sulphate  to  two  million  parts  of  water.  If 
the  water  coming  in  brings  the  disease  germs,  the 
remedy  will  only  be  temporary,  Th©^  lime  from  the 
concrete  may  be  at  fault. — Ed.] 


FISH  CULTURE  AT  THE  EARL'S 
COURT  EXHIBITION. 
Dear  Sir,— The  attention  of  those  interested  in 
salnion  and  trout  culture  is  called  to  the  special 
section  installed  in  the  fishing  village  at  the  above 
exhibition.  The  exhibit  consists  of  a  model  salmon 
and  trout  breeding  plant  complete,  erected  by  Mr 
J.  B.  Feilding,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  for  the  Earl  of  Den- 
bigh's fish  hatcheries.  There  will  aho  be  the  most 
unique  collection  of  living  salmonidse  in  Europe 
from  the  same  establishment,  including : — S.  ealar 
(Europe).  S.  irideus  (American),  5.  jario  (Europe), 
S.  fontinalis  (American).  S.  ouananiche  (Canadian)' 
S.  gairdnerii  (British  Columbia),  S.  Clarhii  (Rocky 
Mountains). — Yours  truly, 

H.  Hartley  (Joint  Managing  Director). 
On  behalf  of  the  London  Exhibitions,  Limited. 
Naval,  Shipping  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  Earl's  Court. 


SPORT  AT  ABOYNE— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  "  Notes  from  the  North,"  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  13,  it  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  is  fishing  the  hotel  water  and 
having  good  sport.  Mr.  Hardy  is  not  staying  here, 
but  I  trust  the  other  part  of  your  notes  is  correct, 
and  that  Mr.  Hardy  is  having  good  sport  somewhere. 
I  have  been  fishing  from  this  hotel  since  May  1.  and 
have  killed  sixteen  fish,  from  61b.  to  181b..  to  date. 
The  weather  has  improved  somewhat,  and  fish  are 
taking  a  small  double  fairly  well. — Yours  faithfully, 

Huntly  Arms  Hotel,  Aboyne.       J.  P.  Habdie. 


RIVER  COQUET. 
Deab  Sir. — Re  the  question  of  killing  kelts  in  the 
Coquet;  the  conservators.  I  believe,  wish  to  make 
the  Coquet  a  salmon  river,  the  bull-trout  are  looked 
upon  as  undesirable  tenants,  hence  the  destruction 
of  kelts.  The  bull-trout  is  not  really  of  very  much 
account  to  the  angler,  as  it  is  not  a  free  riser  when 
fresh  run.  though  it  will  take  almost  anything  as  a 
kelt ;  being  such  a  ravenous  brute  it  must  do  incal- 
culable harm  amongst  the  fry  of  the  trout,  etc.  Is  it, 
therefore,  beneficial  to  return  bull-trout  kelts  alive  t 
On  the  other  hand,  a  rank  kelt  is  absolutely  useless, 
unless  perhaps  for  fish  manure — this  is  just  about 
its  worth. 

I  know  salmon  (S.  solar)  kelts  are  sometimes  killed, 
but  this  is,  I  think,  as  a  rule,  due  to  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  the  captor.  I  have  heard  an  old  angler, 
who  has  fished  the  Coquet  for  some  thirty  years, 
say  that  a  true  salmon  has  never  been  seen  in  the 
Coquet.  This  is  erroneous,  as  I  have  myself  seen 
salmon  caught,  and  have  caught  them  myself  in  the 
autumn  in  the  Coquet,  though  I  must  say  they  are 
few  and  far  between.  I  believe  the  record  fish  for 
the  Coquet  is  a  true  salmon  of  41  lb.,  taken  in  the 
nets  a  year  or  two  ago. 

A  run  of  small  bull-trout  usually  takes  place  in 
April,  if  there  is  sufficient'  water  in  the  river  to 
enable  the  fish  to  get  up  ;  the  nets  commence  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  though  I  do  not  know  whether 
many  fish  are  taken  before  July,  certainly  some 
must  be  or  the  nets  would  not  commence  so  early. 
I  have  seen  clean  bull-trout  killed  in  February,  one 
I  saw  this  year  weighing  81b.  or  91b.,  still  having  the 
ova  in  it  in  an  immature  state. 

You  mentioned  some  time  ago  that  you  intended 
giving  some  illustrations  clearly  showing  the  differ- 
ence between  S.  salar  and  S.  eriox.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  idea  if  something  of  the  same  kind  could 
be  supplied  with  the  salmon  licences  on  the  Coquet, 
thus  rendering  a  case  of  mistaken  identity  next  to 
impossible. — Yours  truly,  Tay  Bay. 

Newcastle. 


FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  Cosmos'  "  inquiry  r« 
fishing  near  London,  there  are  some  rods  to  let  at 
King's  Weir  Fishery,  Wormley,  near  Broxboume ; 
he  will  obtain  all  particulars  from  the  Rev.  J. 
Lindsay,  King's  Weir  Cottage,  Wormley,  Herts.— 
Yours  truly,  c.  F.  T. 
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EXTRAORDINARY  INCREASE  IN  THE 
NUMBER  OF  SMALL  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  a 
remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  small  trout 
in  a  tributary  of  the  Severn  in  Wales.  For  many 
years  aad  until  three  years  ago,  while  one  had  often 
to  return  undersized  fish,  it  was  quite  the  exception 
to  take  a  trout  less  than  four  inches  in  length. 

Each  year  since  then  the  number  of  small  trout 
has  increased  until  this  Easter  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  avoid  catching  or  pricking  scores  of  thess 
midgets  in  a  day's  fishing.  On  the  day  following 
Good  Friday  out  of  over  fifty  fish  only  nine  were 
retained.  As  you  may  imagine,  these  mi  igets  were 
a  bit  worrying,  and  I  had  to  remove  the  Coeh-y- 
Bondhu  which  was  attracting  them.  Thay  were 
not  samlets — I  know  those  rascals  well.  During 
the  last  few  years  the  hounds  have  killed  several 
otters,  still  one  would  scarcely  imagine  an  otter 
taking  small  trout  with  many  bigger  fish  about. 
The  keeper,  who  has  to  keep  the  hall  supplied,  was 
in  a  very  complaining  mnod  when  I  mat  him  on 
the  river.  He  plied  me  with  many  questions  as  to 
'•  where  they'd  come  from,"  and  "  what  had  brought 
them  ?  "  No  fish  can  get  up  from  the  Severn.  I 
wonder  whether  any  of  your  readers  have  come 
across  similar  condition  of  things,  and  could  assign 
a  cause  for  it. — Yours  truly,  ,  K.  Q. 

GOOD  ALL-ROUND  SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

DEA.B  Sir, — -I  am  looking  for  a  suitable  place  to 
reside  near  the  sea  on  the  S.E.,  S.,  or  W.  coasts, 
where  some  good  fishing  can  be  obtained  all  the 
year  round. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  go  on  the  water,  so  must  use 
jetties,  piers,  or  breakwaters,  also  from  the  beach  or 
rocks,  where  there  is  sufficient  water.  A  place 
somewhat  similar  to  Dover  would  suit. 

I  have  fished  there  fi)r  some  years,  but  the  new 
harbour  works  seem  to  have  driven  all  the  best  fish 
away.  If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  J  can  favour 
me  with  the  desired  advice  I  shall  be  greatly 
obliged. — Yours  truly,  J.  Thompson. 

FISHING  AT  SIMONSBATH  ON  THE  BARLE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  can  thoroughly  endorse  your 
remarks  about  the  Barle  river.  I  know  it  best  at 
Withypool,  between  Torr  Steps  and  Sheraton 
Hutch.  It  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  rivers. 
The  scenery  is  grand  and  varied ;  at  one  place 
beautifully  wooded,  and  at  another  nothing  but 
grand  moorland.  I  know  of  no  prettier  sight 
when  fishing  below  Withypool  than  to  see  three  or 
four  beautiful  creatures  crossing  the  river  from 
wood  to  wood,  the  great  red  deer,  which  exist  only 
in  this  district  in  England,  though,  of  course,  in 
Scotland  they  are  fairly  numerous.  It  is  a  pity 
they  must  be  hunted  to  death.  I  have  seen  a  noble 
stag  killed  in  the  middle  of  the  Barle  river,  and  it 
is  a  cruel  sieht,  worthy  not  of  Englishmen,  but  of 
Spanish  bullfighters.  On  that  same  day  eight 
beautiful  hoises  dropped  dead  from  exhaustion 
through  a  long  run  on  the  precipitous  hjlls  of  the 
neighbourhood.  Why  not  shoot  the  red  deer  as  in 
Scotland  ?  Deerstalking  is  surely  good  enough  ! 
The  trout  on  the  Barle  do  not  run  large,  but  are 
numerous  and  wonderfully  game,  and  excellent 
eating.  It  is,  indeed,  a  delightful  river. — Yours 
truly,  R.  Waeren  Vernon. 


FISHING  NEAR  HAWES,  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  SiR; — I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  few  days 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hawes,  Yorkshire,  about  the 
second  week  in  June,  and  am  thinking  of  having  a 
day  or  two  on  Lake  Semmerwater.  Perhaps  some 
of  your  readers  will  kindly  reply  through  the  pages 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  the  flies  used,  hire  of 
boat,  etc.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  O.  Hartley. 


FISHING  NEAR  LOUTH,  IN  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  good  fishing  near  Louth, 
in  Lincolnshire  ?  If  so,  where  it  is,  to  whom  to 
apply,  and  the  subscription  for  same.  I  expect  to 
be  going  down  about  the  middle  of  July.  Any  in- 
formation would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Birkenhead.  E.  F.  James. 


SALMON  IN  SALT  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  few  weeks  hence  many  of  the 
bays  round  our  Scottish  coast  will  contain  numbers 
of  salmon  seeking  access  to  fresh  water.  Sea-trout 
are  among  them,  and  the  modes  of  their  capture  are 
fairly  well  known,  but  who  among  your  corre- 
spondents can  instruct  us  how  to  angle  successfully 
for  the  salmon  ?  This  information  would  be  highly 
valued  by  many  I  know  who  have,  Reason  after 
season,  been  disappointed  in  the  pursuit  referred  to, 
and  are  eager  for  the  "  hint,"  if  there  is  one. — Yours 
truly,  SOOTIA. 


CONCERNING  FLOATS, 

Dear  Sir, — In  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Oazelte  of 
April  22— "No.  XV. — Concerning  Floats  " — re  "  The 
Levison  American  Sliding  or  Travelling  Float,"  "A" 
refers  to  the  pike  floats  I  have  made,  and  used 
with  great  success  for  many  years.  Unlike  the 
"Levison,"  my  floats  have  no  protruding  ends, 
which  are,  as  you  observe,  quite  unnecessary  when 
angling  for  pike. 

The  great  advantages  of  my  floats  are  these  :  They 
"sit"  very  high  in  the  water,  are  sharply  tapered, 


Jardine  "Duplex  Top"  Coek  Pike  Float. 


thus  offering  less  resistance  to  the  live  bait  than  the 
old-fashioned  egg  shaped  floats,  which  weary  and 
distress  the  baits,  and  prevent  them  "  working  " 
much  water.  With  tapered  floats  —  like  my 
"Duplex" — baits  live  much  longer,  cover  more 
water,  and  in  consequence  find  many  more  pike. 
Also,  my  floats  have  two  interchangeable  tops,  one 
painted  led,  the  other  white.  The  red  top  is  for  use 
on  bright  days,  and  shows  up  well,  when  a  white 
top  would  scarcely  be  seen  in  the  glints  of  sunlight. 


Jardine  "Duplex  Top"  Bamboo  and  Cork 
Pike  Float. 


The  red  top  can  readily  be  distinguished  in  the 
foam-flecked  waters  of  weirs  and  eddies,  where 
white  would  not  be  visible.  On  dull  days  in  cloudy 
weather,  and  under  the  shade  of  overhanging 
boughs,  or  as  evening  is  coming  on  apace,  then  the 
white  top  would  be  preferable  to  the  red  one. 

Some  of  my  floats  are  constructed  entirely  of 
cork,  others  of  bamboo  and  cork,  and  both  possess 


great  buoyancy,  without  distressing  the  live  bait. 
By  a  simple  but  effective  contrivance,  without  the 
aid  of  plugs  or  pegs,  they  can  be  fixed  on  any  part 
of  the  trace  or  line,  and  quickly  shifted  to  higher  or 
lower  positions  according  to  the  depth  of  water; 
and  the  cork  floats,  which  are  bored  through  their 
entire  length,  can  be  used  as  sliding  or  "  traveller" 
floats,  to  fish  waters  up  to  thirty  feet,  or  even  deeper 
if  necessary — by  fixing  a  filament  of  elastiii,  by 
means  of  a  "half-hitch  loop,"  on  the  line  at  the 
requisite  position,  which  small  fragment  of  india- 
rubber  will  pass  easily  through  the  large  rings  of  a 
pike  rod.  I  have  taken  the  following  extract  from 
a  Fiihing  Oazelte  of  1897  : — "  Last  week  a  well- 
known  contributor  was  using  one  of  the  '  Jardine 
Duolex  Pike-floats  '  in  an  old  flooded  stone-quarry,' 
and  successfully  fishing  by  its  means  water  forty 
feet  deep." — Yuurs  truly,         Alfred  Jardine. 


FISHING  NEAR  KI3SINGEN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  some  one  among  the 
readers  of  your  ■  paper,  wbo  has  experience  of  the 
trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ki-singen, 
would  let  me  know  where  the  best  sport  is  to  be 
obtained,  whether  wet  or  dry  fly,  what  flies  proved 
best,  and  if  it  is  necessary  to  wade  ?  I  do  not  mind  i 
cycling  eight  or  nine  miles  to  obtain  good  sport. 
Thanking  you  in  tmticipation, — Yours  truly, 

Rakotcky. 

[Perhaps  some  angler  who  knows  will  kindly 
answer  this.    The  useful  "Angler's  Diary"  merely 
says  that  pike,  barbel,  and  chub  fishing  is  to  be  i 
had  in  the  River  Saale  for  a  small  charge,  and  tha.t  • 
there  is  good  trouting  at  Neustadt,  ten  miles  off. 
—Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  SOUTHSEA. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  (Mr.  W.  K. 
Vawser)  will  communicate  with  me  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  forward  him  printed  particulars  of  this 
society's  waters,  etc.,  for  his  information.  We  have 
some  trout  fishing  intheRother,  East  of  Petersfield, 
and  about  eighteen  miles  from  here  ;  this  water  has 
been  stocked  year  by  year  for  some  considerable 
time,  and  holds  soma  fine  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Walter  C.  Willcox,  Hon.  Sec. 

Portsmouth  Waltonian  A.S. 


A  FINE  NADDER  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  E.  F.  Bowie,  of  Salisbury,  was 
fishing  the  Nadder  (tributary  of  the  Avon)  oii 
Wednesday  evening  (May  10),  and  landed  a  fine 
trout  of  81b.  weight.  Same  has  been  sent  to  London 
for  preservation. — Yours  truly,  ' 

Salisbury.  A.  Chamberlain. 

P.S. — Caught  in  private  water. 


FISHING  NEAR  HITCHIN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  what  fly  fishing, 
either  for  trout  or  coarse  fish,  can  be  had  free  or 
for  a  moderate  payment  at  or  within  easy  reach  of 
Hitchin.  The  Ivel  seems  handy,  and  I  find  some 
particulars  as  to  it  in  my  bound  volume  of  your 
paper  for  1895;  but  conditions  may  have  changed 
sinca-  then,  and  I  do  not  find  much  about  the 
neighbourhood  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary  "for  1899. 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  about  the  Hertford  Club's 
water,  but  water  nearer  to  Hitchin  would  suit 
better,  even  if  only  dace  and  chub  were  to  be  had. 
I  have  received  valuable  information  from  other 
subscribers  on  several  previous  occasions,  and  hope 
I  may  once  more  be  allowed  to  trespass  on  your 
good  nature. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  H. 


BEST  FLIES  FOR  ALTNACEALGACH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  if  one  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  some  idea  as  to  the  best  fliea 
for  Altnacealgaoh  (Sutherlandshire)  in  the  month  of 
June. — Yours  truly,  Chapeau. 


CANOE  ON  A  DRY-FLY  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
say  whether  the  use  of  a  canoe  on  a  small  dry-Sy 
stream  (in  Wiltshire)  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
trout  fishing,  and  oblige. — Yours  tridy,    H.  M.  C. ' 


FREE  SALMON  OR  TROUT  FISHING  NEAR 
BRADFORD  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  '■ 
kindly  give  me  any  information  about  free  trout  or 
salmon  fishing  as  near  as  possible  to  Bradford: 
also  the  nearest  sea  fishing  from  pier  and  beach  ? 
If  you  can  give  me  some  information  in  your  ! 
next    issue    I    shall    be    much    obliged. — Yours  ; 
truly,  M.  M. 

{Several  letters  are  unavmdably  held  over.)  ' 
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Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
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THE  Fishing  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
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For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  ..       ..       ..        ..       ..      10».  M. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto        ..       b$  id 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto        ..       2»,  8<i. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

Bubscription,  Including  postage     ..       ..      12#,  6(J, 

•   Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  B*.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  ADVEETlSBirKNT  Managek,  St,  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertuemenU  mutt  arrive  not  laUr  than  two  o'eloth  on 
Wednetdayt,  addretted  "Advertuement  Manater  " 

Telegraphic  Address— "  DAWLEX,  London." 
Telephone.  No.  83  Holbom. 


I  have  told  Messrs.  S.  there  is  more  hackle  than 
necessary,  but  being  transparent  red  and  oUve 
cock  hackles  the  tinsel-ribbed  body  is  easily  seen 
through  them. 


SATUEDAY,  JUNE  3,  1905. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fish  Culture  at  the  Earl's  Court  Naval  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition. 
The  Earl  of  Denbigh's  model  fish  hatchery  at 
the  Earl's  Court  Exhibition  is  situated  near  the 
Great  Wheel.  Although  there  are  alwavs  great 
difficulties  to  contend  with  in  running  an  "affair  of 
this  kind  in  London,  the  director,  Mr.  J.  B.  Feild- 
ing,  F.Z  S.,  has  succeeded  in  making  a  most 
interesting  model  about  two-thirds  the  actual  size, 
and  when  I  saw  it  there  were  some  fine  rainbows, 
brown  trout  and  other  trout,  as  well  as  young 
salmon,  almost  in  the  smolt  stage.  One  difficulty 
IS  connected  with  the  concrete  of  which  the  ponds 
are  made,  which  is  always  a  trouble  for  a  long 
time,  and  of  course  the  absence  of  shady  trees  in 
the  country  is  not  made  up  for  by  low  roofs  in  a 
London  exhibition.  The  fry  troughs  designed  by 
Mr.  Feilding  seem  to  be  admirably  suited  for  the 
work  they  have  to  do. 


Fishing  Tackle  and  Waterproof  Goods  at  the 
Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

Visitors  should  make  a  point  of  paying  a  visit  to 
the  Ducal  Hall  to  see  the  fishing  tackle  exhibits  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford, 
and  Mr.  Newham,  also  the  fine  collection  of 
specimen  fish  which  will  be  found  here  on  both 
sides  of  the  hall.  I  find  several  anglers  who  went 
to  see  the  fish  only  saw  half  of  the  show.  There 
are  also  some  exhibits  of  amateur  fly  tying,  fish 
pictures  and  engravings,  which  I  shall  refer  to 
again,  as  also  to  the  fishing  tackle  exhibits 
Messrs.  J.  0.  Cording  &  Co.,  of  Air-street,  Picca- 
dilly, have  a  very  fine  exhibit  of  waterproof  things 
used  by  anglers. 


Long-bodied  "G.O.M."  May  Flies. 

I  like  the  May  Fly  hook  which  Mr.  Pine  uses  for 
the  Irish  lakes  so  much  that  I  got  Messrs.  Ogden 
Smith,  of  Hyde  Park  Comer,  London,  to  make  me 
some  of  the  famous  "G.O.M."  May  Flies,  "light" 
and  "dark,"  on  them,  and  as  the  hooks  are  not 
eyed  to  put  a  gut  eye,  and  also  to  do  some  on  gut, 
and  they  are  first-rate.  I  must  say  I  like  a  long 
hook  on  a  May  Fly— it  makes  a  long  body,  of 
course,  but  that,  I  think,  is  an  extra  attraction 


Some  More  Grand  May  Flies. 

Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  137,  St.  John -street-road, 
Islington,  London,  send  me  some  first-rate  patterns 
of  May  Flies.  The  following,  with  a  celluloid  body 
which  does  not  change  colour  when  wet,  are  all 
good:— The  "Newberry,"  the  "Shawford,"  the 
"G.  X.  L.,"  the  "Beane,"  the  "Midgham,!'.  and 
the"J.  W.  Z.";  also  with  this  body  they  do  a 
spent  fly  and  a  sunk  fly,  the  latter  with  Egyptian 
goose  hackle,  which  is  very  good.  The  "G.  X.  L." 
and  "  J.  W.  Z."  are  what  I  should  select  to  begin 
with,  but  they  are  all  good,  and  not  smothered  in 
legs.  At  my  suggestion  they  are  trying  a  celluloid 
which  is  as  near  the  natural  May  Fly  as  anything  I 
know— except  where  the  natural  is  dark  in  the 
body — I  refer  to  the  cream  or  butter-coloured  body 
of  chalk  stream  flies. 

In  addition  to  the  above  they  send  me  patterns 
of  old  standard  favourites  of  their  make,  including 
the  light  and  dark  "  Gresham,"  the  latter  smothered 
in  a  whirl  of  hackle  (the  UgJU  is  all  right),  the 
"Hertford,"  the  "  Darkie,".  a  wee  fly  with  very 
dark  wing,  the  "Rosebery,"  the  "Salisbury,"  the 
"Mahon,"  and  the  "  Kennet  "—the  latter  (a  Death 
Drake  with  teal  wing  and  straw  body)  and  the 
"  Hertford  "  are  the  only  flies  in  the  very  attractive 
lot  with  clipped  wings.  I  do  not  like  them,  because 
I  find  they  are  much  more  apt  to  spin  in  the  air 
and  kink  your  cast  than  soft  whole  feathers  do. 
Messrs.  Garter  use  no  hooks  but  Hutchinson's, 
of  which  they  have  never  had  a  complaint;  the 
flies  I  have  mentioned  are  all  on  an  excellent  eyed 
hook  (I  have  tested  some  by  pulling  against  the 
point  stuck  into  my  desk,  and  they  stand  it 
well).  Messrs.  Carter's  medium  May  Ply  casts  are 
excellent,  and  will  lift  a  dead  weight  of  over  21b. 
Mr.  Clay  tells  me  this  is  the  cast  they  sell  most  of 
for  May  Fly  fishing,  and  they  guarantee  its  make 
and  quality.  The  recent  hot  weather  will  doubtless 
bring  the  fly  on,  but  I  doubt  if  it  will  be  taken 
freely  much  before  these  hues  are  in  print — that 
is,  in  England— though  it  is  reported  from  many 
rivers.  I  hope  to  see  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  land 
a  brace  or  two  in  Herefordshire. 


A  Little  Fly  Fishing  Match, 

Mr.  David  Pine  sends  me  this  note  sent  to  him 
by  a  friend : — 

"  On  Saturday,  the  27th  of  May,  a  very  interest- 
ing fly  fishing  competition  took  place  at  the 
delightful  residence  of  Mr.  Lou  Mason,  at  Park 
Wood,  Harrietsham,  when  he  invited  his  old  friends, 
Charles  TufE,  M.P.  for  Rochester,  and  Frank 
Beadle,  of  Erith,  to  fish  in  his  waters.  The  result 
was  highly  satisfactory,  and  they  were  afforded 
excellent  sport,  landing  between  them  some  forty 
to  fifty  trout,  a  brace  of  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  us  for  inspection,  and  which  weigh  a 
little  over  21b.  apiece,  the  heavier  one  being  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  fario  and  the  other  an 
irideus  in  excellent  condition,  both  taken  with  the 
Irish  Bluebottle.  The  weather  the  last  few  days 
has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  trout 
rose  to  the  fly  in  grand  style," 

Sport  on  Lough  Derg. 
Mr.  David  Pine  writes :  — 

"Dear  Marston,— I  have  just  heard  from  my 
son,  who  says  the  weather  is  most  unfavourable 
for  the  dapping,  hot  sun  and  flat  calm.  Never- 
theless, they  have  had  fine  sport  between  times. 
The  score  up  to  date  is  eighty-seven  trout.  1841b. 
(not  hotel  weights).  Nothing  very  big,  51b.  best 
fish.  The  big  ones  come  on  later.  In  the  boy's 
own  words:  'I  rose  a  monster;  he  came  three 
times,  head  and  tail,  and  the  third  time  took  my 
fly.  He  looked  at  least  101b.,  and  made  me 
tremble  ("  Lough  Derg  shakes  "),  but  he  would  not 
hang  on.  I  hear  of  an  11  lb.  trout  taken  on  the 
dap  at  Qendigoff,  and  eaten  for  dinner !  Rain  is 
badly  wanted  to  bring  up  the  larger  fish.'  I  had  a 
great  day  sea-fishing  at  Ramsgate  last  week.  I 


got  some  fine  plaice,  real  snorters,  and  about  three 
score  codling,  all  decent.  I  brought  home  a  bag  of 
cleaned  fish,  more  than  I  could  comfortably  carry." 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  very  serious  illness  of 
that  first-rate  salmon  and  trout  angler,  Mr.  F. 
Pigou,  of  Dartford.  I  fear  the  climate  of  Egypt 
has  not  had  the  good  effect  that  waa  hoped. 

The  May  Fly  on  Lough  Corrib. 
Mr.   Godfrey  Allen,  of    Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Olonbur,  Ireland,  writes:  — 

"  May  30,  1905. 

"Dear  Sir,- The  'dapping !i  with  May  Fly  is 
becoming  splendid  on  Lough  Corrib.  You  may 
like  to  know  that  two  of  my  visitors  have  been 
trying  the  artificial  May  Fly.  If  one  can  judge  by 
the  result  of  two  days  it  seems  questionable 
whether  it  is  not  as  killing  as  the  real  one.  It 
almost  looks  as  though  the  Corrib  trout  would 
average  21b.  each.  Mask  fishing  is  good,  but  for  a 
few  days  Corrib,  in  the  height  of  the  May  Fly 
season,  would  seem  to  be  going  to  take  the  lead 
this  year,  though  as  an  all-round  '  fly  lake '  Mask 
certainly  holds  its  own. 

"P-S. — Will  you  kindly  draw  attention  in  your 
columns  to  the  importance  of  letters  intended  for 
the  present  proprietor -of  Mount  Gable  Hotel  being 
so  addressed,  otherwise  they  get  into  other  hands, 
and.  people  are  advised  to  go  elsewhere,  and  much 
regret  the  recommendation." 


"Men  I  have  Fished  With." 

From  the  office  of  Forest  and  Stream,  New 
York,  I  have  received  a  copy  of  that  delightful 
work,  "Men  I  have  Fished  With,"  by  the  late 
Fred  Mather.  It  is  a  book  I  can  cordially  recom- 
mend to  those  who  like  to  read  about  sport  in  other 
lands  m  bygone  days,  and  I  hope  to  refer  to  it 
again  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  later  on. 

Weights  of  Trout  Caught  on  Fly. 
I  find  that  the  weights  of  the  two  fine  Test  trout 
caught  by  Sir  Alfred  Harmsworth  were  51b.  12oz. 
and  51b.  13oz. 


White  Wax  for  Fly  Tying. 

The  following  recipe  is  from  the  "  Quaint  Tretise 
on  Flies  and  Fly  Making  " : — 

"  Take  one  pennejrworth  of  white  rozen— Pound 
it  fine  and  mel't  it  over  a  slow  fou-— It  will  then 
appear  like  Oil— then  put  into  it  the  cise  of  a  large 
nutt  of  Hogges-lard  without  salt  and  stur  them 
well  togeather— Verrey  well— then  power  it  into  a 
bason  of  could  water— and  in  less  than  one  minute 
— pulle  it  verrey  well  in  your  fingers  untOl  it  is 
nearly  white— then  make  it  into  small  lumps  and 
put  m  again  into  could  water  and  in  the  Morning 
troy  it— If  it  is  tow  hard  and  britoley— melt  it 
down  again  and  put  more  Hogges-lard  to  it— If  tow 
soft— more  rozen  imtill  you  bring  it  to  a  proper 
temper— This  is  the  best  wax  I  heaver  found  out — 
It  keeps  your  flees  nate  and  clean— and  shows  the 
colour  of  the  silk— and  makes  the  whippmg  stick 
much  faster. '2 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  ' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— i^ftinj/  Gazette. 


Mr.  Kennedy's  f  Beetle. 

The  time  is  coming  on  when  the  Fern  Web  or 
Coch-y-Bondhu  will  be  on  the  waters,  and  from 
personal  experience  I  can  recommend  the  wonderful 
little  floating  imitation  made  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy, 
of  Ellerslie,  Solihull,  Warwickshire.  I  shall  always 
feel  grateful  to  Mr.  Kennedy's  "Beadle,"  as  the 
Lake  Vymwy  keeper  calls  it,  for  the  excitement  it 
gave  my  wife  and  eldest  son  on  that  lake  a  year  or 
two  ago  in  June.  I  was  in  another  boat  on  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  and  it  seems  they  had  drifted 
into  a  great  rise  of  trout  at  the  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
which  was  thick  on  the  water  just  there.  When  I 
met  them  for  lunch  afterwards,  my  wife  said,  "  Why 
did  you  not  come  when  we  signalled  to  you  ! — ^you 
would  have  caught  dozens ;  there  were  great  trout 
rising  all  round  us,  I  had  lots  of  rises  and  had  two 
or  three  on  and  lost  them.  This  is  the  fly,  Ted  had 
one  and  lost  it  in  a  fish,  and  they  tried  to  get  mine. " 
I  found  it  was  an  old  damaged  Kennedy  beetle  with 
the  barb  of  the  hook  gone  !  The  keeper  told  me 
afterwards  that  the  trout  tried  to  get  into  the  boat 
after  it.  Mr.  Kennedy  thinks  it  might  do  on  Blag- 
don  Lake,  I  thmk  it  might  when  the  fish  are  cruising 
about  searching  for  Alders,  etc.,  on  the  surface  in 
the  evening.  One  of  these  or  a  floating  Alder  or 
Brown  Sedge  would  certainly  be  taken  if  a  fish  saw 
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it.'  I  should  think  the  fishing  at  Lake  Vymwy 
would  be  better  than  usual  this  June,  as  cold  winds 
have  kept  the  fish  down  for  weeks  past.  Mr.  Senior, 
who  tells  me  he  had  a  delightful  time  there,  says  the 
north  winds  quite  spoiled  sport  recently. 

Mr.  Walbran's  Mayl  Flies. 
With  reference  to  my  note  about  Mr.  Walbran's 
May  Flies,  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney,  Bromley,  Kent, 
says : — 

"  If  Mr.-  Walbran  has  trimmed  the  wings  of  his 
May  Flies  they  are  not  reproductions  of  my 
patterns.  I  detest  cut  down  wings,  and  never  use 
them ;  in  fact,  I  prefer  Ogden's  hackled  '  Gem  '  to 
any  winged  patterns.  Teal-winged  flies,  with 
badger  hackle  for  legs,  are  very  killing  as  an  even- 
ing fly,  especially  late  in  the  May  Fly  season." 

"  Trout  Fishing  in  Brooks." 
Under  this  title  Mr.  Garrow  Green,  who  is  a  very 
good  practical  angler  with  lots  of  experience,  is 
doing  some  articles  for  the  Bazaar,  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill's  famous  paper. 

Salmon  Caught  by  Anglers  at  Christchurch. 

I  hear  from  Mr.  H.  Newlyn,  J.P.,  Bournemouth, 
that  "  two  splendid  salmon  were  taken  at  Christ- 
church,  Hants,  on  the  fly  about  a  fortnight  since — 
one  331b.,  and  next  day  in  the  same  pool  a  grand 
fish  of  431b.  The  nets  got  a  bull-trout  of  121b.  in 
the  Avon  about  the  same  time.  I  saw  it,  a  very 
thick  but  shapely  fish.  There  has  not  been  one 
taken  for  many  years.''  R.-  B.  Maeston. 


THE  ETTEICK  SHEPHEED'S 
EEEL. 


The  Ettrick  Shepherd's  Reel !  Everybody  knows 
that  James  Hogg  was  an  angler,  and  doubtless 
most  people  have  read  those  most  delightful  essays, 
entitled,  "  Noctes  Ambrosianaj,"  which  first  charmed 
the  readers  of  BlacJcivood' s  Magazine,  and  ran 
through  about  forty  volumes  of  it  during  twenty 
years  of  the  first  half  of  the  last  century ;  of 
course,  those  essays  have  long  since  been  gathered 
and  preserved  in  a  handsome  volume.  Christopher 
North,  the  author  of  these  "Noctes"-  (Professor 
John  Wilson),  was  also  an  enthusiast  with  the  rod, 
and  the  humour  of  these  essays  is  never  more 
exquisite  than  when  the  subject  of  fishing  is 
introduced  into  them. 

It  is  an  interesting  circumstance  that  almost 
accidently  the  actual  reel  (or  "  pirn,''  as  he  called 
it)  used  by  the  Ettrick  Shepherd  has  fallen  into 
our  hands.  The  reel  itself  has  nothing  of  special 
character  about  it,  but  the  simple  fact  that  it  is 
the  identical  reel  once  used  by  "The  Shepherd," 
and  was  talked  about  in  that  wonderful  comedy  of 
the  "  Noctes,"  throws  a  real  halo  of  romance  about 
it.  Its  story  is  well  authenticated  as  I  shall  show, 
and  I  have  thought  an  illustration  of  it  would 
be  interesting  to  our  readers,  as  well  also  as  one 
or  two  extracts  from  the  "Noctes"  in  which 
the  "pirn'-  is  mentioned,  which  extracts  the 
"  Amateur  Angler "  has  kindly  made  for  me,  he 
being  a  great  admirer  of  "  crusty,  musty  Chris- 
topher,", as  Tennysoni  once  dubbed  him  in  return 
for  being  snubbed  by  WUson. 

The  Story  of  the  Shepherd's  Slate. 

But  before  giving  the  story  of  the  reel  I  must 
give  the  story  of  the  Ettrick  Shepherd's  slate,  as 
that  leads  up  to  it : — • 

An  angler  had  recommended  the  present  owner 
of  the  fishing  reel  used  by  James  Hogg  to  com- 
municate with  me  about  it,  and,  needless  to  say,  I 
was  delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
very  reel  that  was  used  by  the  hand  which  wrote 
so  many  charming  songs  and  ballads.  The  present 
owner,  who  received  it  from  his  uncle,  in  sending 
the  reel  sent  with  it  an  old  manuscript  which  he 
found  among  his  uncle's  papers  referring  to  it  and 
also  to  the  famous  slate  on  which  the  shepherd 
put  down  the  first  drafts  of  his  verses,  afterwards, 
of  course,  transferring  them  to  paper. 

What  ultimately  became  of  this  slate  was  known 
probably  only  to  the  writer  of  this  account,  the 
late  Mr.  A.  H.  Boyd,  from  which  I  quote. 

"Its  end  was  a  sad  one,  and,  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing,  I  proceed  now  to  give  a  little  account  of  it 
as  told  me  by  my  father  long  ago.  He  and  my 
grandfather  had  driven  over  one  day  from  Inner- 


leithen to  Altrive,*  to  spend  the  day  with  Mr. 
Hogg,  and  a  merry  and  delightful  day  they 
had  with  him.  The  shepherd  was  in  fine  fettle — 
in  great  spirits,  and  delighted  them  exceedingly 
by  his  singing  of  'Come  all  ye  jolly  shepherds,'  and 
a  host  more  of  his  fine  songs.  But  '  a'  gude  things 
maim  hae  an  end,'  and,  the  shades  of  evening  begin- 
ning to  descend,  my  father  and  grandfather  began 
to  think  of  home  and  the  long  drive  before  them  of 
some  sixteen  miles  or  so.  Ere  they  took  their 
departure,  however,  Mr.  Hogg  insisted  that,  as  a 
little  souvenir  of  the  happy  day  they  had  all  bad 
together,  my  father  would  accept  of  this  slate — 
which,  as  you  may  be  sure,  he  was  only  too  delighted 
to  do.  But  as  they  were  not  going  just  yet  the 
slate  was  set  up  on  the  mantelpiece  to  be  ready  for 
the  lifting  when  they  were  to  set  off.  This  they  did 
some  little  while  afterwards  amid  many  hearty  leave- 
takings  and  reciprocal  good  wishes ;  and  they  had 
driven  a  couple  of  miles  or  so,  when  in  an  instant  it 
flashed  across  my  father's  mind  that  they  had  come 
away  without  the  slate!  In  the  excitement  of 
leave-taking  it  had  been  forgotten.  How  very 
provoking  !  And  strongly  inclined  were  they  to 
drive  back  again  for  it,  but  did  not  do  so,  content- 
ing themselves  with  thinking  that  they  would  just 
get  it  some  other  time.  So  on  the  shepherd's 
mantelpiece  it  was  left  standing — and  left  standing 
veiy  unfortunately :  for  the  next  morning,  on  the 
servant  coming  in  to  '  do  out '  the  room,  and  tidying 


The  Ettrick  Shepherd's  Reel. 

(Exact  size.) 

about  the  mantelpiece,  she  somehow  or  other 
accidentally  knocked  the  slate  down,  when,  hitting 
the  fender  or  hearthstone,  it  was  shivered  into  fifty 
bits !  So  that  was  the  end  of  the  famous  slate,  and 
an  ill  end  truly." 

Then  follows  an  account  •  'of  the  shepherd's 
fishing  rod  and  the  old  reel  or  "pirn,"  which 
doubtless  was  familiar  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Allan 
Cunningham,  Professor  Wilson,  and  others  who 
spent  at  Tibbie  Shiels  those  ambrosial  nights  made 
famous  by  "  Christopher  North." 

The  Story  of  the  Reel. 

After  describing  the  loss  of  the  slate,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Boyd  goes  on: — • 

"  When  Mr.  Hogg  died  my  father,  as  a  keepsake, 
got  his  fishing  rod ;  and  am  not  sure  but  there  were 
some  other  little  things.  The  rod  was  a  trout  one, 
with  nothing  very  particular  about  it.  Was  of  a 
reddish  colour  with  a  sort  of  black  marking,  more 
or  less  distinct,  all  over  it,  and  the  butt  half  hollow 
for  the  reception  of  the  top  joints.  It  was  Charles's 
rod  when  we  were  at  Innerleithen,  after  that  I  do 
not  know  what  became  of  it — it  was  pretty  well 
worn,  though  it  should  have  been  carefully 
preserved. 

"The  reel  or  'pirn'  belonging  to  it  I  always 


*  Eltrive  is,  I  believe,  the  modern  spelling. — 
Ed.  Fishing  Oazette. 


used  on  my  own  rod  during  later  years  up  to  the 
last  times  of  my  being  at  Innerleithen,  when  we 
were  at  Portobello,  in  Vallance's  time.  And,  with 
my  rods,  and  the  valuable  '  spinning  machine ' 
ought  to  be  there  yet.  I  often  think  of  them  and 
am  much  concerned  about  them  all.  The  Hogg 
reel  was  a  little  old  brass  thing,  and  as  plain  as 
plain  could  be ;  but  greatly  I  prized  it,  but  never 
told  anybody  whose  it  had  been  (though  perhaps 
Vallance  knew)  in  case  it  should  be  stolen.  The 
spinning  machine  am  very  anxious  about. 

"A.  H.  B." 

I  have  given  "  A.  H.  B.'s  "  phraseology  just  as 
he  wrote  it.  His  nephew  tells  me  he  died  in  1903, 
and  must  have  made  the  notes  about  the  reel  and 
slate  a  good  many  years  ago.  As  the  present 
owner  wants  to  sell  it,^  I  have  advised  him  that 
the  best  plan  would  be  to  sell  it  by  auction. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

Here  are  the  extracts  which  the  "  A.  A."  kindly 
fished  out  for  me : — 

The  First  of  June. 
"The  first  of  Jime. — It  was  on  the  first  of  June 
that  Cyril  Thornton  and  Alex.  Ballantyne  proceeded 
to  Peebles  to  decide  a  bet  of  a  rump  and  Dozen — 
B.  with  the  spinning  minnow,  and  Cyril  with  Phin's 
Delight.  Shepherd:  'Watty  Ritchie  '11  beat  you 
baith  with  the  May  Fly  if  it  be  on,  or  ony  length 
aneath  the  s  tones.'  North  :  '  You  will  all  be  sorry  to 
hear  that  our  worthy  friend  Watty  is  laid 
up  with  a  bad  rheumatism,  and  can  no 
longer  fish  the  Megget  water  and  the  lochs 
and  return  to  Peebles  in  the  same  day.' 
Shepherd :  '  That's  what  a'  your  waders 
come  to  at  last.  Had  it  not  been,  Mr. 
North,  for  your  plowterin  in  a'  the  rivers 
and  lochs  of  Scotland,  baith  saut  water 
and  fresh,  like  a  Newfoundland  dog,  or,  rather,  a 
seal  or  an  otter,  you  needna  had  that  crutch  aneath 
your  oxter.  Corrnall  C5rril,  saw  ye  him  ever  a- 
fishin'  ? ''  Thornton  :  '  Never  but  once,  for  want 
of  better  ground,  in  the  Crinan  Canal,  out  of  a  coal 
barge  for  braisies,  when  I  was  a  red-gowned  student 
at  Glasgow.' 

"  Shepherd  :  '  Oh  !  but  you  should  hae  seen  him 
in  Loch  Owe,  or  the  Spey.  In  he  used  to  gang, 
out,  out,  and  ever  so  far  out  frae  the  pint  o'  a 
promontory,  sinkin',  aye  furder  and  furder  down, 
fust  to  the  waistband  o'  his  breeks,  then  up  to  the 
middle  button  o'  his  waistcoat,  then  to  the  yerra 
breast,  then  to  the  oxters,  then  to  the  neck,  then 
to  the  verra  chin  o'  him ;  sae  that  you  wannered 
how  he  could  fling  the  flee,  till  last  o'  a'  he 
would  plump  richt  out  o'  sicht,  till  the  High- 
lander on  Ben  Cruachan  thocht  him  drooned ;  but 
he  was  na  born  to  be  drooned— no  he — indeed. 
Sae,  he  taks  to  the  soomin',  and  strikes  awa'  wi' 
one  arm  like  yoursel',  sir,  for  the  tother  had  baud 
o'  the  rod— and,  could  ye  believe' t,  though  it's  as 
true  as  scriptur',  iishin'  a'  the  time  .  .  .  and 
gettm'  footin'  on  the  yellow  sand,  he  but  gies 
himsel'  a  shake,  and  ere  the  sun  looks  out  o'  the 
clud  has  hyucket  a  four-pounder,  whom  in  four 
mmutes  (for  it's  a  multiplying  pirn  the_  cratur 
uses)  he  lands  gasping  through  the  giant  gills,  and 
glitterin'  wi'  a  thousand  spots,  streaks  and  stars, 
on  the  shore.  That's  a  pictur'  o'  North's  fishin'  in 
days  o'  yore.  But  look  at  him  noo — look  at  him 
noo  ! — wi'  that  auld  farrant  face  o'  his,  no  unlike  a 
pike's,  crunkled  up  in  his  chau-  .  .  .  the  hauns  o' 
him  a'  covered  wi'  chalk  stanes,  his  legs  like  winnle- 
straes.  and  his  knees  but  knobs.  "Vanity  o' 
vanities  !  all  is  vanity."  ' 

"North:   'By-the-bye,   James,  who  won  the 
salmon  medal  this  season  on  the  Tweed  ? ' 

"Shepherd:  '  Wha,  thmk  ye,  could  it  be,  ye 
coof,  but  mysel'  ?    I  beat  them  a'  by  two  stane 
wecht.    Oh,  Mr.  North,  but  it  wad  hae  done  your 
heart  gude  to  hae  daundered  along  the  banks  wi' 
me  on  the  25th  and  seen  the  slauchter.    At  the 
third  thraw  the  snout  o'  a  famous  fish  sookit  in  ma 
flee,  and  for  some  seconds  keepit  stedfast  in  a  sort 
o'  eddy  that  gaed  sullenly  swirlin'  at  the  tail  o'  yon 
pool— I  needna  name't.    The  flee  began  to  bite  him 
on  the  tongue,  for  by  a  jerk  o'  the  wrist  I  had  slightly 
gien  him  the  butt— an'  sunbeam  never  swifter  shot 
frae  heaven,  than  shot  that  saumon  beam  down 
intil  an'  out  i'  the  pool  below,  and  along  the  saugh- 
shallows  or  you  come  to  Jumper  Bank.  Clap — clap — 
clap— at  the  same  instant  played  a  couple  o'  cushats  | 
frae  an  aik  aboon  my  head,  a  the  purr  o'  the  pirn,  that  ; 
let  out  in  a  twinkling  a  hunner  yards  of  Mr.  Pliin's  \ 
best ;  Strang  aneuch  to  baud  acill  or  a  rhinoceros.'  i'  J 
James  Hogg  was  born  in  1772  and  died  in  1835. 
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"GREENWELL'S  GLORY"  AND 
ITS  ORIGINATOR. 
With  Portrait  of  Canon  Greenwell. 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  give 
the  angling  world  a  portrait  of  a  celebrated  angler. 
Canon  Greenwell,  of  Durham,  inventor  of  the  famous 
"  Greenwell's  Glory,' '  a  fly  which  has  been  used  for 


as  is  the  case  with  many  others  of  our  once  good 
fishing  streams,  is  now  destitute  of  fish  and  of  all 
other  life,  from  pollutions  from  collieries  and  coke- 
ovens.  I  there  developed,  entirely  out  of  my  own 
experience,  the  art  of  worm  fishing  up-stream  in 
clear  water,  the  most  effective  as  it  is  the  most 
skilful  of  all  branches  of  trout  fishing.  My  best 
day  in  the  Browney,  many  years,  however,  after 
the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking,  was  one  blazing 


Canon  Geeenwell. 


many  years,  and  a  great  favourite  with  thousands 
of  anglers.  Nearly  forty  years  ago  the  late  Francis 
Francis,  when  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  gave  the 
dressing  (not  quite  correctly),  and  said :  "  It  kills 
well  on  the  northern  streams,  and  I  am  greatly 
mistaken  if  it  will  not  kill  equally  well  in  the 
south." 

In  kindly  sending  me  a  brief  note  of  his  angling 
career,  extending  over  seventy  years,  Canon  Green - 
well  says : — 

"Durham,  May  27,  1905. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  send  you'  a  few  notes 
which  you  can  use  as  best  pleases  you.  I  envy  you 
the  day  you  had  at  Blagdon  Lake,  it  must  be  a  very 
marvellous  feeding  bottom  for  the  trout  to  grow  so 
rapidly.  I  wish  I  could  transport  myself  to  its 
banks.  I  am  going  to  try  presently  a  place  where 
the  trout  run  up  to  5lb.,  and  are  very  good  fish. 
Your  father  is  wonderful,  but  don't  let  him  think  of 
wading.— Yours  sincerely,      «'W.  Greenwell." 

I  had  mentioned  that  I  was  looking  forward  to  a 
day  or  two's  May  Fly  fishing  with  the  octogenarian 
"  Amateur  Angler,"  and  here  is  Canon  Greenwell, 
who  is  five  years  older,  planning  the  capture  of 
5-pounders  !  May  he  be  successful  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  the  wish  of  all  anglers.  After  his  own  notes  on 
his  angling  career  1  have  given  "  Who's  Who's  " 
epitome  of  Canon  Greenwell's  general  work. 

R.  B.  M. 

"  I  began  to  fish  in  1833,  when  I  was  thirteen 
years  old,  in  the  Browney,  a  very  pretty  and  well- 
stocked  tributary  of  the  Wear,  which  ran  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  the  house  where  I 
was  bom.    Nearly  the  whole  course  of  the  Browney, 


hot  cloudless  day  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the 
water  dead  low,  the  back  fin  of  the  trout  often 
showing,  in  the  ripple  below  a  stone,  out  of  the 


I  well  remember  the  last  hook  of  the  three  of 
Stewart's  tackle  hanging  by  a  thread,  and  serving 
in  that  condition  to  land  a  trout,  and  then  when 
another  took  the  worm  the  fish  going  away  with 
my  last  chance. 

"  My  earliest  experience  after  the  Browney  was 
in  the  Derwent,  Wear,  Tees,  and  afterwards  the 
Coquet,  principally  above  Harbottle,  where  I  had 
many  a  good  day's  sport  with  the  '  bonnie  red 
heckle,  the  heckle  that  tackled  them  a' ! '  My 
first  fishing  in  Scotland  was  in  1847,  when  I  went 
to  the  Whitadder  with  a  friend,  an  expert  in  that 
branch  of  trout  fishing,  to  be  instructed  in  the 
mystery  of  worm  fishing  in  clear  water.    We  began 
just  below  Abbey  St.  Bathans,  where,  my  friend 
standing  on  the  bank  to  instruct  me,  I  waded  in 
and  began  to  fishj    Presently  he  called  out,  '  Why, 
you  know  all  about  it.'    To  which  I  rejoined,  'Is 
that  this  wonderful  art  of  which  I  have  heard  so 
much?    I  have  fished  it  all  my  life.'    I  do  not  wish 
to  boast,  but  at  the  end  of  the  day's  sport  I  had 
beaten  him  by  a  dozen  or  so.    I  then  began  to  fish 
the  Tweed  and  many  of  its  tributaries,  and  the 
Till,  Glen,  Bowmont,  Teviot,  Ale,  and  Cale  became 
as  familiar  as  my  native  stream  the  Browney.  In 
1848  I  became  Vicar  of  Ovmgham  on  the  Tyne, 
and  while  I  was  there — for  three  years — I  had  most 
excellent  sport,  being  able  to  kill  a  salmon  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  Vicarage,  and  having  my 
rod  always  ready  for  a  cast  when  the  water  and 
day  were  promising.    At  that  time  the  dam  at 
Bywell  was  in  existence,  and  the  salmon,  running 
during  a  fresh  in  hundreds   up  the  river,  were 
stopped  at  the  dam  and  fell  back,  stocking  the 
pools  and  streams  for  miles  below  with  fish.  It 
was  an  angler's  paradise.    My  principal  salmon 
fishing  has  been  in  Tweed,  the  Edenmouth  water, 
with  Sprouston  Dub  as  its  richest  component,  but 
I  have  fished  the  Wark  water  for  many  years, 
and,  indeed,  there  are  few  fishings  below  Melrose 
and  above  Norham  that  I  have  not  had  many  a 
good  day's  sport  upon.'    The  only  other  Scotch 
river  I  have  had  much  experience  of  was  the  Garry, 
when  Lord  Ward  was  the  owner  of  that  part  of  the 
Glengarry  estate. 

"Last  year  my  best  day  was  fifty-two  trout, 
and  my  largest— a  /ario— 41b.  2oz.  On  three  days 
I  fished  wading  up-stream,  and  on  each  day  had 
to  cast  my  flies  in  the  face  of  the  wind,  and  was 
in  such  a  condition  afterwards  that  I  was  in  bed 
after  one  effort  for  three  days,  after  another  for 
two,  and  on  the  third,  after  which  I  dropped 
wading,  for  one  day.  This  year  I  have  had  so 
much  cough  and  cold  that  I  have  not  ventured  to 
try  my  luck,  and,  indeed,  the  weather  has  been  too 
cold  for  any  pleasure  in  fishing. 

"Original  Dressing  of  'Greenwell's  Glory.* 
"  The  original  dressing  of  the  Glory  is  inside  of 
blackbkd  wing,  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle,  tied  with 
yellow  silk.  "  W.  Greenwell. 'i 

Here  is  the  note  from  "  Who's  Who  " : — 

"The  Rev,.  William  Greenwell,  M.A.,  D.C.L., 


Canon  Greenwell  taking  a  Rest  after  Fishing. 


water.  I  killed  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  trout, 
and  had  to  leave  about  two  miles  of  the  best 
water  unfished,  all  my  tackle  having  been  spent.: 


F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  J.P. ;  Minor  Ganon  and  Librarian 
of  Durham  Cathedral ;  Rector  of  St.  Mary  in  the 
South  Bailey,  Durham;  b.  Greenwell  Ford,  Dur- 


384 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  3,  1905 


ham,  1820 ;  e.  s.  of  late  William  Thomas  Green  well, 
J3P.,  D.L. ;  immarried.  Educ. :  Grammar  School 
and  Univ.  Coll.,  Durham.  M.A. ;  Hon.  D.O.L. 
Durham.  Fellow  of  Univ.  Coll.,  Durham,  1844-54; 
Vicar  of  Ovingham  and  Mickley,  Northumberland, 
1848-50;  Principal  of  Neville  Hall,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  1852-54;  Minor  Canon  of  Durham,  1854. 
PubUcations:  British  Barrows,  1877;  Durham 
Cathedral,  1881 ;  Eleotrum  Coinage  of  Cyzicus, 
1887;  editor  of  Boldon  Buke,  1852;  Bishop  Hat- 
field's Survey,  1856;  Wills  and  Inventories  from 
the  Durham  Eegistry,  vol.  ii.,  1859 ;  Feodarium 
Prioratus  Dunelmensis,  1872  (all  Surtees  Society); 
papers  in  Archseologia,  the  Journal  of  the  Royal 
Archaeological  Institute,  the  Numismatic  Chronicle, 
Transactions  of  the  Durham  and  Northumberland 
Archaeological  Society,  etc.  Recreation:  Angling 
(trout  and  salmon).  Address:  27,  North  Bailey, 
Durham.'' 


THE  CUMBEELAND  EDEN 
EEVISITED. 


From  the  year  1855  to  1860  my  home  was  in  the 
ancient  Border  City  of,  Carlisle.  Those  were  the 
happiest  years  of  a  lifetime  which  is  now  getting 
gey  near  to  the  '^allotted  span."  While  my  abode 
was  on  the  banks  of  the  glorious  Eden  I  made  the 
best  use  of  my  spare  time  in  traversing  the  river 
from  beautiful  Armathwaite  almost  to  the  Solway 
Firth.  During  the  forty-five  years'  interval  I  have 
made  frequent  "Raids  on  the  Border'!  with  the 
view  of  keeping  my  recollection  of  canny  auld 
Cumberland  green,  but  in  case  I  am  not  up  to 
date,  or  have  forgotten  summat,  I  have  consulted 
a  couple  of  oracles  of  the  river — twa  water  kelpies 
of  unimpeachable  authority  and  knowledge  of  the 
Eden— and  being  thus  primed  and  fortified  I 
commenced  operations  within  sight  of  Armathwaite 
village. 

The  Castle  Pool,  close  to  the  charming  village  of 
Armathwaite,  is  a  most  attractive  sheet  of  water, 
both  in  the  hilly  nature  of  its  well-wooded  surround- 
ings and  as  an  angling  cast  difiicult  to  match,  and 
where  on  April  11  last  Mr.  H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  the 
worthy  hon.  sec.  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association, 
caught  three  salmon  in  forty-five  minutes.  Here 
follows  a  list  of  pools  all  thoroughly  well  adapted 
for  angling  purposes — to  wit.  Bridge  Pool,  Dobie- 
IJnkey,  and  Robson,  the  last-named  a  good  pitch. 
Then  following  on  are  Carnook  and  Holme  Wrangle, 
the  scene  of  many  a  splendid  otter  hunt  with  the 
Carlisle  pack.  The  next  points  of  interest  are  Island 
■Head,  Crow  Rook,  Island  Foot,  and  Bansty  Rock, 
all  good  casts.  Holme  Wrangle  Island  is  where 
Mr.  Preston,  the  genial  station-master  at  Carlisle, 
narrowly  escaped  drowning  on  Good  Friday  of  last 
year.  Further  down  is  Ion's  Pool,  famous  for 
lamprey  eels  and  "  burning  the  water  "  for  salmon 
in  the  old  poaching  days.  It  is  said  that  100 
salmon  were  on  one  occasion  got  in  one  night  by 
that  means.  Wallace  Field  and  Doctor's  Flat,  two 
of  the  best  casts  on  the  river,  are  passed  before 
Syke  Foot  Island  is  reached,  a  grand  angling  pitch 
surrounded  by  a  fine  sheet  of  water  easily  fished. 
Leiche's  Corner,  Strummel,  and  Brocklewath  Pools 
follow  on  in  close  succession,  the  last-named  a  long 
stretch  of  fishable  water  not  easUy  matched.  Then 
in  our  passage  down  the  river  we  come  to  Quarry 
Corner,  good  for  fishing,  but  difBcult  to  wade,  and 
even  dangerous.  Ah,  yes  !  A  little  further  up  the 
water,  near  Syke  Foot,  Joseph  Routledge,  biother 
to  the  famous  angler,  Dickey  Routledge,  was 
drowned  while  angling.  Coat  House  Island,  Oak 
Tree,  Howard's  Gate,  and  Cowey's  Nab,  where  the 
record  salmon  was  caught  which  weighed  56^1b., 
come  next.  Another  fine  pitch  is  the  White  Stream, 
but  for  angling  and  otter  hunting  combined  com- 
mend me  to  the  Boat  House  Pool,  where  in  the 
spring  of  1904  over  ten  salmon  in  one  day  were  got 
by  rod,  and  where  some  of  the  best  otter  hunts  on 
record  have  taken  place.  Below  the  Boat  House 
there  is  a  good  stretch  of  water,  which  includes 
the  following  four  pools — namely,  Stoney  Beck,  the 
Stump,  Church  Pool,  and  Holm  Eden.  The  Warwick 
Hall  water  and  this  stretch  of  the  Eden  are  both 
particularly  good  angling  pitches.  Close  on  follow 
Corby  Rocks — one  of  the  best  casts  on  the  river  on 
a  full  water — Barn  End,  Crosby  Willows,  Priest 
Pool,  good  for  salmon,  and  well  known  to  most 
anglers.  Coming  nearer  to  Carlisle  the  best  pools 
are  Park  Broom,  Powmathen,  Linstock  Stream, 
Donald's  Works,  JBotcherby  Lane  End,  the  Boil — a 


very  good  cast — while  the  pool  which  follows, 
Rickerby  Rocks,  is  an  extra  good  pitch,  and  fished 
with  fly  only  till  Sept.  1.  Being  near  the  town 
it  is  a  favourite  cast  for  association  members,  and 
it  is  also  the  chosen  resort  of  many  other  anglers. 
Here  it  was  that  Mr.  John  Waters,  of  Carlisle, 
the  well-known  Rickergate  angler,  caught  his  first 
salmon  with  fly,  which  scaled  .33ilb.,  and  here  it 
was  where  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Joe  Fox,  on  the 
same  day,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  422lb.  The 
bottom  of  the  pool  is  very  rocky,  and  to  fish  it 
properly  would  take  about  a  couple  of  hours. 
Close  to  Carlisle  are  Sammy's  Boat  Pool,  Fish 
Caddies  Hole — good  in  full  water— while  Rickfoot, 
further  down,  is  a  fair  cast,  and  Petteril  Foot  is 
very  good  in  a  O^ft.  water — that  is,  92ft.  at  Eden 
Bridge,  which  is  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
below — Half  Moon  Planting,  a  fine  stretch  of  water 
which  has  often  afiorded  a  capital  run  with  a 
salmon.  Sauceries  Wall,  Paddy's  Nose,  Caldewfoot 
— below  Carlisle — Ash  Tree  Stream,  and  Charlie's 
Neck  are  all  moderate  angling  pitches,  while  a 
better  lot  of  casts  follow  on — such  as  Etterby 
Wash,  Willow  Stream,  Bone  Mill  Hole,  and  the 
Boat  House  Stream.  The  last  is  one  of  the  best 
casts  the  association  boasts  of.  Mr.  Waters  says 
he  would  like  to  call  it  "Diver's  Hole,"  as  owing 
to  the  rocky,  uneven,  slippery  bottom  so  many 
anglers  fall  into  this  much  frequented  stream.  Of 
course  it  is  easily  imagined  that  the  greasy  water 
from  the  town  must  influence  the  condition  of  the 
Eden  river  generally  at  this  point.  Third  Gill, 
Fourth  Gill,  and  Rotty's  Rocks  are  three  splendid 
havens  for  holding  and  sheltering  fish,  but  they 
do  not  take  well  in  them. 

Grinsdale  Island,  Nixon's  Hole,  Eark  Pot,  the 
Coops  streams,  and  the  Quarry  or  Carrhead,  below 
Grinsdale  Church,  are  all  good  casts.  The  Coops 
and  Carrhead  are  splendid  stretches  of  rough,  broken 
water,  falling  over  and  between  rocks  into  a  long 
and  wide  expanse  of  smooth  and  deep  water  below. 
There  are  quite  a  number  of  other  streams  both 
above  and  below  the  Coops  and  Carrhead,  the  latter 
of  which  will  be  referred  to  again  for  special  reasons. 
Mention  should  be  made  of  Broad  Pool,  between 
the  Coops  and  Carrhead,  which  is  a  grand  cast. 
The  same  refers  to  the  Willow  Bed  and  the  Nook 
below  Kirkandrews  Church,  and  lower  down  the 
Wand  Ends,  Herefords,  Scarth,  and  King  Garth, 
under  the  ancient  village  of  Beaumont,  are  all  well- 
known  fishing  resorts.  Further  down  the  water 
there  are  two  other  angling  pitches  much  frequented 
— namely,  the  Old  Eden  and  Castletown  streams, 
but  the  tide  reaches  them  every  day  and  greatly 
spoils  the  fishing,  as  these  streams  are  sometimes 
almost  levelled  up  with  sand.  Within  the  last  four 
years  the  dredging  operations  in  the  Solway  Firth 
at  Annan  loosened  the  sand  considerably,  and  made 
it  easier  for  the  tides  to  shift  about,  causing  more  sand 
to  be  deposited  both  in  the  pools  of  the  Eden  and 
the  Esk,  but  the  tide  reaches  further  up  the  Eden 
than  the  Esk — the  former  being  a  lower  river  has 
not  the  same  fall  or  current,  in  reply  to  a  query 
may  I  be  allowed  to  state  that  the  Esk  does  not 
join  the  Eden  before  reaching  the  Solway  Firth — 
both  have  separate  outlets. 

A  few  notes  on  the  River  Eden  generally  and 
some  of  its  angling  peculiarities  may  not  come 
amiss  to  intending  visitors  on  angling  bent. 

One  of  the  earliest  of  our  rivers^,  spring  fish 
begin  to  ascend  in  December,  and  sometimes  eai  lier. 
For  spring  fishing  the  best  stretches  are  between 
Armathwaite  and  just  below  Warwick.  The  weir 
at  the  former  place  is  a  great  obstruction,  conse- 
quently there  is  not  much  salmon  fishing  above 
Armathwaite.  But  below  that  the  river  contains 
almost  innumerable  rocky  pools  where  salmon  love 
to  lie,  and  it  thereby  possesses  a  great  advantage 
over  all  the  Border  streams  in  that  respect.  After  a 
flood  the  water  remains  in  good  angling  trim  for 
a  couple  or  three  weeks.  The  first  big  run  of 
summer  fish  comes  in  June,  only  the  nets  stop  a 
good  many.  About  the  end  of  September  the 
autumn  run  begins,  and  October  and  the  first  half 
of  November  afford  good  sport  when  the  weather 
is  favourable.  This  is  the  best  time  for  fishing  in 
the  Eden,  three  or  four  fish  to  a  rod  being  usual 
at  that  time  of  the  year.  In  the  autumn  the  plain 
Turkey  Fly  is  almost  preferable  to  anything  else, 
and  a  dingy-looking  fly  is  good  when  there  is  not 
much  leaf  on  the  water,  while  the  Angel  Minnow  is 
reckoned  to  kill  as  many  fish  as  the  tiy  in  autumn. 
It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  Mr.  Robinson,  of 
Cargo,  near  Carlisle,  rents  nearly  all  the  net  fishing 
in  the  Eden,  and  reserves  to  himself  and  a  few 


personal  friends  one  stream,  called  Carrhead,  which 
represents  about  200  yards  of  both  banks  of  the 
river  near  his  own  house,  but  since  the  disruption 
with  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  Mr.  Robinson 
is  giving  permission  to  fish  the  same  as  he  formerly 
did.  My  facts  have  been  gained  from  a  gentleman 
who  resides  in  the  Metal  Bridge  district,  and  with 
whom  I  have  corresponded  tor  close  on  twenty 
years,  principally  with  regard  to  angling.  This 
gentleman  remarks  that  I  was  right  in  stating  that 
the  association  rented  the  water  from  Mr.  Robinson 
in  1902,  but  through  a  difference  with  some  of  the 
members  he  took  most  of  it  into  his  own  hands  in 
the  following  year,  and  let  the  lower  reaches  to 
three  gentlemen,  but  kept  the  pool  Carrhead  for 
himself  and  personal  friends.  This  set  the  backs 
of  the  members  up  and  recrimination  followed, 
whereupon  Mr.  Robinson  took  all  his  water  from 
the  association  in  1903,  which  left  them  in  a  worse 
plight  than  ever.  My  friend  goes  on  to  say  that 
Air.  Robinson  has  always  given  him  the  fullest 
permission  to  fish  all  his  water,  but  since  the 
rupture  with  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  he 
gives  leave  to  fish  only  to  personal  friends.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  anyone  to  be  embroiled  in  an 
acrimonious  correspondence  anent  the  above.  I 
am  quite  certain  my  facts  are  right,  however, 
as  I  hope  to  be  in  Carlisle  again  about  the  middle 
of  June  I  shall  make  it  my  business  to  visit  Cargo 
and  the  Metal  Bridge  among  other  places  where 
anglers  do  congregate.  I  may  then  probably  learn 
more  about  the  Eden,  and  also  more  about  how 
and  to  whom  the  various  fishing  stretches  of  water 
are  parcelled  out.  Some  six  years  ago  the  Carlisle 
Angling  Association  secured  a  fine  stretch  of  water 
between  Wetheral  and  Warwick  (about  one  and  a 
quarter  mile),  in  addition  to  smaller  portions,  includ- 
ing a  short  one  above  Wetheral.  They  have  now  the 
water  from  Botcher  by  Lane  End  (close  to  Carlisle) 
to  Baumby  Gill,  better  known  as  the  Fourth  Gill. 
From  Rickerby  House  to  a  point  known  as  the 
Thorn  Bush,  by  the  North  British  Railway  Bridge, 
a  little  below  Carlisle,  but  they  have  none  of  the 
water  from  that  to  the  Solway  Firth,  with  the 
exception  of  two  short  stretches  of  water — one 
above  Kirkandrews  on  the  west  side,  and  another 
opposite  Beaumont  on  the  same  side  of  the  river. 

The  Eden  rod  fishers  have  the  same  difficulties 
to  contend  with  as  those  on  the  Esk — to  wit,  the 
swarm  of  drift-net,  poke-net,  and  haaf-net  fisher- 
men on  the  Solway  Firth,  who  would  if  they  could 
prevent  any  fish  at  all  ascending  either  river,  and 
anglers  only  get  what  the  weekly  and  annual  close 
time  preserve  for  them.  However,  when  the  winter 
is  an  open  one  and  fish  can  ascend  ere  the  nets 
commence  operations  in  the  beginning  of  February, 
there  is  a  chance  of  good  sport  in  the  spring,  such 
as  the  present  one  has  afforded.  For  instance,  when 
the  season  opened  on  Feb.  16,  seventeen  salmon 
were  caught  in  the  association  water,  six  of  which 
averaged  over  181b.  each,  on  the  second  week  ten 
fish  averaged  leib.,  on  the  third  week  a  dozen  figh 
averaged  17ilb.,  and  on  the  fourth  week  ten  fish 
averaged  over  21  lb. —one  of  the  salmon  landed  by 
Mr.  Alan  Edwards,  of  Armathwaite  Castle,  scaling 
341b.  Indeed,  it  has  not  been  an  uncommon  thing 
for  a  single  rod  to  capture  three  clean-run  fish  in 
a  day  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  Of  the  three 
migrations  of  salmon— namely,  the  spring,  summer, 
and  autumn — the  summer  run  is  of  little  value  to 
anglers  as  Eden  salmon  are  difficult  to  tempt  by 
the  most  fetching  lure  in  hot  weather. 

GlIJ^OCKIE. 


THE  ElVEE  EENE. 


The  River  Erne  is  at  present  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, and  good  sport  is  being  had  in  the  Belleek  and 
Ballyshannon  districts.  The  recent  hot  weather  has 
brought  up  the  Green  Drake,  but  little  dapping  has 
yet  been  done,  as  it  is  found  that  trout  are  taking 
the  artificial  Wall  Fly  greedily.  The  rain  yesterday 
and  to-day  will  very  much  improve  the  prospects, 
and  dapping  will  be  resorted  to  at  once.  Some  fair 
sport  is  being  had  at  salmon,  and  anglers  are  having 
altogether  a  good  time  of  it.  There  is  also  some 
good  fishing  being  had  on  the  mountain  lakes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Belleek  and  Castlecaldwell,  but 
the  big  rush  will  now  be  on  the  stream  immediately 
at  Belleek,  and  for  dapping  the  Castlecaldwell 
waters,  and  on  up  the  Broad  Lake  towards  Ely 
Lodge  and  Enniskillen.  —  5('//asi  News-Letter, 
May  27. 
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PICTUEE  OF  AN  IZAAK  WALTON 
MEMOEIAL  EING. 


Every  admirer  of  Izaak  Walton  knows  that  in 
his  will  dated  Aug.  9,  1G83,  he  left  memorial  rings 
for  relatives  and  friends.  I  have  never  seen  one 
of  these  rings,  but  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  hearing  of 
one  and  knowing  my  interest  in  Walton,  found  out 
the  address  of  the  owner,  Miss  Rowland,  of  Briar 
Knoll,  Lake,  near  Sandown. 

Miss  Rowland  has  very  kindly  sent  me  a  photo- 
graph— enlarged   to  show  the  detail  better — the 


Enlarged  Illustration  of  an  Izaak  Walton 
Memorial  Ring. 

(A  bit  of  "  Piscator's  "  hair  is  cased  in  tiie  centre  surrounded 
by  a  circlet  of  garnets.) 


ring  being  of  the  ordinary  size.  The  ring  was 
bequeathed  to  Miss  Rowland  by  her  father,  and  her 
sister.  Miss  E.  J.  Rowland,  tells  me  that  her  great 
great  grandmother  was  a  Walton  (of  Devizes), 
and  married  a  General  Humphries.  Miss  R.  has 
promised  to  get  me  some  further  information  about 
this  most  interesting  relic,  of  which  I  have  never 
previously  seen  an  illustration.  Of  course.  Miss  R. 
will  not  part  with  it.  R.  B.  Marston. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 


"  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo,  May  24. 

"  The  May  Fly  has  come  up  freely  and  some- 
times in  great  quantities  on  the  Keel  £{iver  between 
Loughs  Mask  and  Carra.  Though  not  many  are 
seen  on  Lough  Mask  at  this  end  the  trout  will  take 
it  when  dapped  in  a  breeze.  As  soon  as  warm  rain 
comes  it  will  probably  be  very  abundant  all  over 
the  lake.  The  trout  take  it  on  the  Robe  and  Keel 
River.  "H.  J.  Knox." 

[Received  too  late  for  last  week.] 


"  The  May  Fly  has  at  last  made  its  welcome  advent 
on  most  trout  streams  in  the  Midlands  ;  and  those 
anglers — with  a  penchant  for  this  delicate  branch  of 
angling — who  can,  at  a  moment's  notice,  shake  off 
the  trammels  of  business  for  a  brief  period,  are 
speeding  away  to  their  respective  hunting  grounds. 
Sunday  last,  I  have  occasion  to  believe,  first  greeted 
the  appearance  of  the  Grey  Drake  here  ;  yet  though 
I  counted  nineteen  of  its  species  in  one  meadow, 
floating  on  the  surface  of  a  Staffordshire  brook,  the 
fish  allowed  them  to  pass  unchallenged — a  sure  sign 
that  the  palates  of  the  two-year-olds  had  not  as  yet 
been  tickled  with  the  flavour  of  these  ephemerae. 
Once  their  elders  renew  their  acquaintance  with 
these  luscious  dainties,  the  youngsters  will  contrive 
to  assimilate  their  own  senses  of  taste  in  the  same 
direction,  the  brook  thereafter  being  animated  with 
rising  fish.  Later  the  insects  hatched  out  strong, 
but  the  response  from  the  trout  was  only  desultory, 
so  I  clung  to  my  initial  fancy,  the  March  Brown,  on 
which  I  grassed  five  and  a  half  brace  of  well-condi- 
tioned tiout,  stalked  in  a  broiling  sun  in  a  low  and 
gin  clear  water.  «  Brown  Owl. 

"  May  29." 


"Give  me  my  angle,  we'll  to  the  river;  there. 
My  music  playmg  far  off,  I  will  betray 
Tawney-finn'd  fishes ;  my  bending  hook  shall 

pierce 
Their  slimy  jaws.'- 

■ — Antony  and  Cleopatra. 


WEYBRIDGE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
TOURNAMENT,  MAY  25  AND  26. 


Results. 

Competitions  for  accuracy.  Distance  from  mark 
in  feet,  fractions  of  a  foot  to  be  counted  as  a  foot, 
best  three  casts  to  count,  demerits  deducted  from 
100. 

ioz.  Bait  at  25  Yards. 

Mr.  Wheeley,  demerits,  3,  3,  4  feet,  net  score  90 
Mr.  Goree  „       5, 8,  3    „     „     „  84 

Mr.  Bannister      „       3,  6,  8    „     „     „  83 

loz.  Bait  at  30  Yards. 

Mr.  Wheeley,  demerits,  5,  2,  5  feet,  net  score  88 
Mr.  DoUery         „       9,  4,  3    „     „     „  84 
Mr.  Hammerton  „       9,  4,  4    „     „     „     83)  ,. 
Mr.  Warren         „       7,5,5    „     „     „  83/*'® 

2oz.  Bait  at  40  Yards. 

Mr.  Wheeley,  demerits,  6,  7,  8  feet,  net  score  79 
Mr.  Warren  „  13,  7,  28  „  „  „  52 
Mr.  Hammerton  ,,         7,  17,  32    „     „     „  44 


hitch  or  confusion.  His  son,  who  won  the  visitors' 
competition,  casts  in  a  very  pretty  style,  and  it  is 
perhaps  needless  to  say  his  success  gave  the  chair- 
man of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association  much 
satisfaction.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  and 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  Islington,  kindly  gave 
prizes  for  some  of  the  competitions. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  entries  it  was  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  full  programme  during  the  day,  but 
the  remaining  competitions  were  finished  on  the 
following  evening. 

Many  of  the  competitors  realised  what  a  differ- 
ence there  is  in  throwing  for  practice  and  competing 
on  a  measured  court  with  a  large  audience,  and  the 
competition  proved  once  more  the  superiority  of 
throwing  direct  from  the  winch  in  preference  to 
throwing  from  a  coiled  line  on  the  ground. 

The  casting  was  made  throughout  with  hma  fide 
fishing  tackle,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
special  prize  given  by  Mr.  Bannister,  no  competitor 
was  allowed  to  take  more  than  one  prize. 

As  the  first  tournament  of  the  Weybridge 
Angling  Association  proved  such  a  success,  it  is 
probable  it  will  be  repeated  next  year,  when  it  may 


Photo  by] 


Weybridge  Angling  Association  Tournament. 

(Mr,  Chas.  H.  Wheeley  casting  the  ioz.  bait.) 


[SilUnce,  Weybridge. 


Visitors,  loz.  Bait  at  30  Yards. 

net  score 

Mr.  C.  St.  G.  Wheeley,  demerits,  11,  4,  16  feet  69 
Mr.  N.  Briggs  „       14,  14,  15    „  57 

Mr.  A.  W.  Bannister       „       24,  28,  31    „  17 

|oz.  bait,  distance — Mr.  Wheeley,  first;  Mr. 
Goree,  second ;  Mr.  Warren,  third. 

loz.  bait,  distance — Mr.  Hammerton,  first;  Mr. 
Warren,  second;  Mr.  Wheeley,  third. 

2oz.  bait,  distance — Mr.  \Vheeley,  first;  Mr. 
Warren,  second ;  Mr.  Bannister,  third. 

Visitors,  loz.  bait,  distance — Mr.  0.  St.  G.  Wheeley, 
first ;  Jlr.  N.  Briggs,  second ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Bannister, 
third.  (Prize  taken  by  Mr.  Briggs  in  this  competi- 
tion.) ' 

Mr.  Bannister's  special  prize  was  won  by  Mr. 
Warren. 

The  competitions  for  professionals  were  won  by 
H.  Curr  and  A.  Poulter. 

By  kind  permission  the  tournament  was  held  in 
the  School  Sports  Grounds,  Minorca-road,  Wey- 
bridge, and  the  proceedings  were  watched  by  a 
numerous  and  appreciative  audience. 

A  tournament  of  this  description  is  the  first  that 
has  ever  been  held  in  Weybridge,  the  arrangements 
being  left  to  the  chairman  of  the  Weybridge 
Angling  Association,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley,  who 
was  warmly  congratulated  on  the  entire  success  of 
the  meeting,  which  passed  off  without  the  sUghtest 


be  possible  to  arrange  competitions  for  fly  casting 
as  well. 

Photographs  of  the  competition  in  progress  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  Sillence,  Bank  Buildings,  Wey- 
bridge, who  secured  several  excellent  snapshots. 

Hon.  Reporter. 


THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOETH. 


The  merry  month  of  May  is  gone,  and  not  a 
day  too  soon.  It  has  been  anything  but  true  to 
its  traditional  character,  except  that  the  closing 
days  have  given  good  promise  of  better  times  to 
come.  After  a  week  of  rains  sorely  needed,  and 
eagerly  welcomed,  the  rivers  and  streams  are  now 
in  first-class  trim,  a  nut-brown  colour,  and  fine  size 
for  the  best  of  summer  angling,  either  for  grilse  or 
brown  trout. 

The  month  of  June  is  the  best  all-round  angling 
month  in  the  year.  Then  there  is  the  prospect  of 
heavier  waters  than  in  July,  and  less  cold  snaps 
than  in  April  or  May,  while  the  fish  are  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  and  come  readily  to  the  fly  in  the 
uplands,  at  least  where  the  season  is  just  beginning. 

The  floods  of  last  week,  although  not  of  long 
duration  or  excessive  height,  gave  the  needed 
impulse  to  salmon  angling.  The  pools  have  been 
replenished  with  a  fresh  stock,  and  the  higher  reaches 
augmented  by  the  movement  of  the  fish  from 
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below.  Sport  has  been  very  rife  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Dee,  but  so  treacherous  and  pre- 
carious has  the  weather  hitherto  been  that  one 
does  not  care  to  entertain  all  the  strong  reports 
which  come  to  hand.  Here  is  a  wire  from  the 
Ballater  district:  "The  river  is  in  prime  con- 
dition, and  seething  (stirring)  with  fish."  There  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  head  of  fish  forward.  The  bulk 
of  the  sprmg  migration  is  now  in  these  parts,  and 
is  moving  through  the  Glentana  and  Gambus  O'May 
to  the  Ballater  and  Balmoral  reaches. 

The  grilse  season  is  now  well  assured.  On  May  27 
the  supplies  were  most  satisfactory,  and  with  the 
rise  in  the  rivers  on  the  night  of  May  26  they  came 
away  in  goodly  numbers,  so  much  so  that  the 
closing  prices  for  the  day  fell  as  much  as  4d.  per 
pound.  With  fair  running  waters  the  season  will 
be  a  good  one  both  from  a  commercial  and  angling 
point  of  view.  The  smallest  of  salmon  flies  answer 
best  for  the  tender-mouthed  grilse,  and  a  13ft.  or 
14ft.  rod,  with  reel  and  line  to  match,  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  ensure  the  best  sport  and  the  heaviest 
creels.  Most  of  the  ticket  waters,  where  an  occa- 
sional salmon  or  grilse  may  be  had,  and  brown 
trout  in  galore,  are  either  open  or  easily  negotiable 
for  the  summer  months  of  June  and  July,  and  no 
better  guide  can  be  recommended  than  the  angling 
hotels  in  the  advertisement  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Q_ 


THE  LAKE  VYENWY  EEGISTEE. 

It  was  explained  in  the  Field  last  week  that  the 
records  of  trout  taken  in  Lake  Vyrnwy  were  care- 
fully made,  and  the  following  summary  from  the 
fishing  register,  which  is  kept  for  the  inspection  of 
visitors  in  the  smoking  and  billiard  room,  cannot 
fail  to  be  instructive  to  both  anglers  and  fish 
culturists.  The  figures  really,  in  essentials,  speak 
for  themselves : 

Total 
number 
Year.  oi  fish. 

'    1891    4143 

•  1892    2950 

,    1893    4340 

1894    2850 

;   1895    1773 

1896    2093 

1897    2767 

I    1898    3348 

1899    3274 

1900    2474 

I    1901    2871 

1    1902    3120    2127    1140  ....„  10-1 

,    1903    3789    2813    1258  IM 

I    1904           3615           2694    836     '.'  IM 

:    1905    —    _    986  _ 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  was  a  great  falling 
off  after  the  first  three  years,  and  that  1903  was 
the  best  year  of  the  last  decade.  Notwithstanding 
the  unfavourable  conditions  which  have  been 
described  in  these  columns  as  prevailing  during 
April,  this  year  the  number  of  trout  taken  was 
986  as  against  836  in  1904.  The  returns  do  not 
give  the  number  of  anglers  per  day,  but  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  they  are  now  more  numerous 
than  in  the  years  following  the  opening  of  the  lake 
for  fishing.— if I'eM,  May  27. 


Num'oer  ■  Average 
Weight         caught    weight  of  fish 
in  lb.         in  April.        in  oz. 

3664    938    14  6 

1967    850    10-4 

2791    1408    10-2 

1829    869    10-2 

1130    439    10-5 

1312    828    10-0 

1916    657    11-1 

2397    836    11-4 

2079    807    10-2 

1789    637    11-5 

1916    274    10-1 


EOD  OE  CAMEEA. 


What  is  the  use  of  wanting  to  fish  when  you 
live  in  London  and  have  no  money  ?  Well,  to  be 
quite  frank,  what  is  the  use  ?  In  Scotland'  or  the 
North  of  England  or  Wales  or  Devonshire  one 
may  get  "  trouting  "  for  nothing  or  by  paying  very 
little,  but  in  London  it  is  very,  very  different. 

\  °^  ^  Hampshire  or  Surrey  stream  is 
probably  £30  a  season  at  least,  and  then  there 
is  the  rail  fare  and  the  time  and  probably  the 
hotel  Ml.  Hertfordshire  has  streams  and  so  has 
Kent,  but  they  are  all  "taken  up"  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  a  poor  man.  Practically  there  is  no  trout 
fashing  for  the  poor  man  near  London,  and  the  only 
tkmg  for  him  to  do  is  to  give  up  fishing  and 
adopt  the  camera.  There  is  something  that  is  akin 
between  the  pleasures  of  fishing  and  the  pleasures 
of  the  camera,  and  the  man  who  likes  to  loiter  by 
a  stream  and  fish  soon  learns  to  like  to  loiter  by  a 
stream  and  take  a  sun  picture. 

It  is  astonishing  how  few  photographs  it  is 
necessary  to  take  to  fill  up  a  long  suinmer  day 
The  beginner  likes  to  snap  everything,  but  that  is 
a  begmner  s  madness  and  soon  passes.    After  that 


one  wanders  on  from  hour  to  hour  looking  for  the 
ideal  view,  and  as  a  rule  never  finding  it,  but  when 
it  is  found  then  the  "  taking "  requires  all  one's 
care  and  skill.  To  get  the  composition  right  and 
the  lighting  right  and  the  exposure  right  requires 
all  the  cunning  that  the  photographer  possesses, 
and  even  then  the  negative  will  probably  not  be 
a  masterpiece. 

The  net  result  of  a  day's  fishing  and  a  day  with 
the  camera  is  that  a  happy  day  full  of  interest  has 
been  spent  in  the  open  air. 

Who  actually  cares  for  the  dead  fish  ?  It  is  the 
catching  that  is  the  fun— to  do  it  all  in  the  best 
way  and  to  feel  that  one  can  do  it,  or  could  do  it 
if  the  trout  had  only  given  us  another  chance. 
That  is  why  I  like  the  trout.  He  does  not  give 
many  chances — you  have  to  take  your  chance  or 
miss  it,  too  often,  alas !  it  is  miss  it. 

If  I  had  only  caught  all  the  trout  I  ought  to 
have  caught  what  splendid  days  I  should  have  had, 
and  yet  would  they  have  been  splendid,  or  is  it 
just  the  alternate  success  and  defeat  that  is  the 
true  happiness  of  trouting  ?  If  it  is,  there  ought 
to  be  the  same  happiness  in  work  with  the  camera. 

A.  G.  Kent. 


SUSSEX  CARP. 


Puller,  in  his  English  Worthies,  published  in 
1662,  under  this  heading,  says  that  the  Carp  is  a 
stately  fish,  but  not  long  naturalized  in  England, 
and  of  all  fresh  water  fishes  (the  eel  only  excepted) 
lives  longest  out  of  his  proper  element. 

They  breed  (which  most  other  fishes  doe  not) 
severall  months  in  one  year,  though  in  cold  ponds 
they  take  no  comfort  to  increase. 

A  learned  writer  (Sir  Francis  Bacon)  observeth, 
they  live  but  ten  years,  though  others  assign  them 
a  far  longer  life. 

They  are  the  better  for  their  age  and  bigness, 
and  their  tongues  by  ancient  Koman-Palate  men 
were  counted  most  delicious  meat,  though  to  speak 
properly,  they  have  either  no  tongue  in  their 
mouths,  or  all  their  mouths  are  tongues ;  as  filled 
with  a  carneous  substance,  whilst  their  Teeth  are 
found  in  their  Throats. 

Now,  as  this  Gounty  is  eminent  for  both  sea  and 
river  fish,  namely,  an  Arundel  Mullet,  a  Chichester 
Lobster,  a  Shelsey  Cockle,  aod  an  Amerly  Trout,  so 
Sussex  aboundeth  with  more  Carpes  than  any  other 
of  this  Nation.  And  though  not  so  great  as  Jovius 
reporteth  to  be  found  in  the  Lurian  Lake  in  Italy 
weighing  more  than  fifty  pound,  yet  those  generally 
of  great  and  goodly  proportion. 

I  need  not  add  that  Physicians  account  the  gall 
of  Carpes,  as  also  a  stone  in  their  heads,  to  be 
medicinahle ;  only  I  will  observe  that,  because 
Jews  will  not  eat  caviare  made  of  Sturgeon  (because 
coming  from  a  fish  wanting  scales,  and  therefore 
forbidden  in  the  Levitical  Law)  (Leviticus  xi.,  12), 
therefore  the  Italians  make  greater  profit  of  the 
Spaun  of  Carjjes,  whereof  they  make  a  red  Caviare, 
well  pleasing  the  Jews  both  in  palate  and  conscience. 

All  I  will  adde  of  Carpes  is  this,  that  Ramus 
himself  doth  not  so  much  redound  in  Dichotomies 
do;  seeing  no  one  bone  is  to  be  found  in  their 
body,  which  is  not  forked  or  divided  into  two  parts 
at  the  end  thereof^ 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  2>ost  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genebal  Remakks. — The  heavy  but 
short  rains  have  much  coloured  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  river,  and  have  freshened  up  the  water ;  the 
higher  sections  are  not  so  much  affected.  Very  few 
trout  have  been  caught,  but  since  my  last  report 
Mr.  H.  Gomm  has  had  a  fish  of  61b.  12oz.  at 
Staines;  Mr.  F.  G.  Littlewood  one  of  3|lb.  at 
Molesey  Weir,  getting  five  minutes'  good  sport  with 
a  plump,  thick-set  fish  ;  and  another  angler  at  the 
same  place  had  a  trout  of  2Jlb.  By  permission  of 
the  London  Water  Board,  the  T.A.P.S.,  last 
Saturday,  netted  one  of  the  large  reservoirs  at 
Sunbury,  in  the  presence  of  several  Thames 
anglers.  It  is  estimated  that  two  tons  of  fish  were 
obtained,  and  they  were  placed  in  the  Thames  at 
Sunbury  and  Weybridge. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  weather  dudng  the  last 
few  days  has  been  perfect  for  trout  fishing ;  the 
recent  rain,  too,  has  greatly  improved  the  condition 
of  ^he  river,  which  had  begun  to  run  down  rather 


low.  Trout  anglers  have  been  having  a  good  time. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  R.  Young  on  May  28, 
between  Mew  Lock  and  Marlow  Weir,  took  five 
trout  of  51b.,  4Jlb.,  31b.,  21b.  14oz.,  and  2Jlb  ,  the 
last  fish  was  badly  hooked  and  killed,  and  the  two 
smaller  fish  were  returned.  On  May  29  Mr.  J.  W. 
Read,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  a  trout  of  4^1b. 
At  Hambledon  Weir  on  May  30  the  best  fish  of 
the  season  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  while 
out  with  R.  Young,  fishing  between  Shiplake  and 
Sonning,  a  grand  specimen  weighing  91b.  lOJoz. 
Three  other  small  trout  have  been  taken  by  other 
anglers  and  safely  returned  again,  while  another 
caught  a  chub  of  51b.  in  the  weir  pool  at  Hambledon 
which  took  nearly  two  hours  to  come  round  in  the 
well  of  the  punt  before  being  returned  to  the  river. 
Now  is  the  time  for  those  anglers  who  want  a 
Thames  tiout  to  pay  the  district  a  visit.  There  are 
plenty  of  the  professional  fishermen  out  of  work,  too. 
— -Stanley  Me.\d. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire). — The  May 
Fly  is  now  well  up  and  some  very  fine  trout  have 
been  killed,  every  angler  getting  a  share  of  the 
sport,  several  limit  baskets  being  shown.  Rain 
would  gieatly  improve  the  stream.  On  the  Bibury 
length  they  are  just  appearing,  next  week  should  be 
the  best  time. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — ^The  rivers  are  down  to  a 
level  which  was  scarcely  known  last  summer,  and 
sport  with  migratory  fish — peal  in  particular — has 
been  very  poor.  Reports  say  that  a  peal  or  two 
have  been  taken  with  worm  or  minnow  in  the 
Fowey,  but  none  have  yet  been  taken  in  the  C-im^l, 
which  is  a  rather  later  river.  A  yellow  trout  of  41b. 
lOoz.  was  taken  in  the  former  river  by  Mr.  Charles 
Knight.  This  is  probably  the  biggest  trout  taken 
in  western  streams  for  many  years.  In  the  Inney 
some  good  baskets  have  been  made  with  Half  Stone 
and  Alder.  The  Tamar  is  now  in  excellent  condition, 
but  the  bright  weather  is  not  favourable  to  big 
baskets. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Notwithstanding 
a  couple  of  short  showers  a  few  days  ago,  the  water 
remains  very  low  and  exceedingly  fine.  The  Black 
Midge  is  very  freely  on  the  water,  and  coupled 
with  the  lowness  ot  the  stream  very  little  good 
fishing  has  been  obtained.  Some  splendid  baskets 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  H.  Searle,  of  Staverton.  Mr. 
Leigh  was  successful  in  landing  a  nice  truff,  and 
Mr.  Rodgers,  of  Buckfastleigh,  had  a  121b.  salmon. 
By  dapping,  Messrs.  Reeve,  E.  Distin,  and  H.  T. 
Distin  have  had  small  takes.  It  is  rumoured  that 
nearly  lOJ?  salmon  have  recently  been  captured  at 
Stoke  Gabriel. — -Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  fund  to  restock  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Dart  is  progressing  slowly. 
Mr.  H.  Collinsplatt  has  given  £2  towards  the  re- 
stocking of  the  West  Dart,  and  has  promised  £5 
towards  the  East  Dart.  There  are  a  good  many 
trout  in  the  East  and  West  Okement,  and  on  the 
latter  stream  W.  A.  Sanders  recently  creeled  a  very 
fine  fish  that  scaled  31b.  6oz.  Mr.  G.  James  also 
had  a  nice  basket  in  the  East  Okement.  The  Carey 
is  low,  and  dace  are  reported  to  be  giving  some 
trouble.  Pretty  good  sport  has  been  obtained  in 
the  Exe  during  the  past  week,  but  in  the  Culm, 
Greedy,  and  Yeo  sport  has  not  been  so  good.  Alike 
many  other  rivers  just  now  they  are  running  some- 
what low,  whilst  the  fish  get  plenty  of  feed  from 
gnats  which  ate  prevalent. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Iieng1;hs). — As  I  anticipated  with  the  wind  changed 
from  the  north-east  fishing  prospects  have  been 
much  improved,  although  nothing  much  has  yet 
been  done ;  however.  Captain  Cragg,  fishing  the 
lower  Dove  on  May  30,  got  a  brace  and  a  half,  and  on 
May  31  with  a  quilled  gnat  got  four  brace,  all  nice 
fish.  Other  anglers  have  not  yet  come  in,  and 
possibly  have  not  done  so  well,  though  I  anticipate 
sport  will  now  continue  fair,  and  with  rain  it  should 
be  very  good. — Wm.  Evans. 

£sk  (Whitby). — Very  little  has  been  done  on 
this  river  during  the  past  few  weeks,  the  water  being 
too  low,  and  altogether  unproductive  of  good  sport. 
Rain  is  much  needed  to  improve  matters.  Tne 
only  catches  to  hand  are: — Mr.  Foreman,  seven 
brace;  Mr.  Allan,  six  brace;  Mr.  Oldham,  four  and 
a  half  brace  ;  and  Mr.  M.  S.  Hodgson,  four  brace. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)  — The  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  the  Exe  and  tributaries  has  somewhat 
fallen  off  and  rain  is  badly  wanted,  the  river  being 
very  low,  and  evening  tishermea  c^eel  a  few  nice 
trout  with  Grannom,  ialue  tJuns,  and  Blue  Upright. 
The  bass  fishing  at  Exmouth  and  near  the  pier  has 
greatly  improved,  sprats  and  ragworm  proving  good 
baits.  Mr.  Beck  had  thirty-eight  bass  early  this 
week,  and  others  were  equally  successful.  At  Teign- 
mouth  pollack  fishing  from  boats  and  off  the  end  of 
the  pier  is  very  good. — Red  Paljieb. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales)  The  weather 

has  been  abnormally  hoc  and  bright,  and  very  little 
fishing  has  been  done.    It  is  almost  a  month  since 
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MAPLE  &  CO 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD 
LONDON 


SPECIALITIES  FOR  BUSY  MEN 


THE  "RUSSELL"  TABLE 


The  "RUSSELL"  Writing  Table  in  Oak, 
with  panelled  sides  and  back,  and  having 
numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes,  slides, 
&c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with 
one  operation,  4  ft.  2  in.  £7  7s. 

This  Table  is  also  supplied  in  Walnut, 
3  ft.  6  in.,  4  ft.  7  iu.,  and  5  ft. 

LIBRARY  CHAIRS 
EASY  CHAIRS 
BOOKCASES 

Write  for  "OF"  Book,  free. 


MAPLE  &  GO 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Whitsuntide  Holidays. 


Quickest  and  most  convenient  route  to  all 
parts  of  the  Eastern  Counties. 


Tourist,  Fiortnightly.  and  Friday  to 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday  Tickets  issued  liy 
all  trains  to  the  EAST  COAST  WATERING 
PLACES.   

IGHEAP  EXCURSIONS  FROM  LONDON. 


WHIT  MONDAY. 

Hertford,  2/6.  from  Liverpool  Street  at  9.29, 
10.5  a.m.,  and  12.,50  p.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m. 

Cambridge,  4/3,  Ely,  5/6.  from  Liverpool 
.Stieet  at  8.43  and  11. .5  a.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  a.m. 

Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and  Cromer,  1  day 
5/6.  3  and  5  days  8/6,  6  or  8  days  11/6,  from 
St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town 
at  6.15  a.m.  To  YARMOUTH  and  Lowestoft  only 
from  Liverpool  Street  at  6.25  a.m.  ;  Stratford 
6.35  a.m.  ;  and  Ilford  6.40  a.m. 

Southend  and  baok,  2/6,  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Feochurch  Street,  Stations  in  the  G.B. 
Suburban  District,  and  North  London  Lines. 
Throuo-h  fast  trains  will  run  at  frequent  intervals 
from  Liverpool  Street  commencing  at  6.30  a.m., 
and  from  Fenchurch  Street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  and 
11.20  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  are  also 
issued  from  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
Railway. 

Clacton,  Walton.  Harwich  and  back,  4/3. 

from  Liverpool  Street  on  Whit  Sunday  at  9.15 
and  Stratford  at  9.25  a.m.,  also  on  Whit-Mon- 
day from  Liverpool  Street  at  8.10  a.m.,  calling 
at  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m. 

Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  1/9,  dally 
from  Liverpool  Street,  Bethnal  Green,  Hackney 
Downs,  Stratford,  &c.  On  Whit-Monday  trains 
will  run  as  required. 

Epping  Forest  daily,  from  Liverpool  Street, 
&c.  On  Wliit-Monday  a  special  service  of  trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool  Street,  Fenchurch 
Street,  Chingford  and  Loughton,  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills.  \ 


BENETFIHK 


TUB  GREAT  CITY  DEPOT  FOR  ALL 

FISHING  REQUISITES. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Einged  and  Winch  Fitted  ...  from  2/5 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  ...  5/- 

TROLLINQ  RODS,  Superior  Finisli    „  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS    5/6  and  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  PIKE  and 

SEA  RODS   21/- 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  GREENHEART 
FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Wincti 

Fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft   21/- 


^^^Vi^H^fG^S™  CARRIAGE  PAID 


TO  ANY  ADDRESS  IN 
THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


) 


SEA 
RODS. 


Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  with  Pulley 

End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-  net. 
Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Pulley  End 

Ring,  Rubber  Button,  Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6  net. 
Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint,  Lancewood  Top, 
Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and  Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber 
Button,  Pulley  Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 

TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  EBl 

WADING  NETS,  with  Clip,  from  5/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG  CASTS,  3  yds.,  6d.  &8d. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  Sd.  each. 


WRITE 
FOR 


FISHING  CATALOGUE 


POST 
FREE. 


c 

BENETFINK  &  CO., 

107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  EX.  | 


Please  mention 
"Gazette." 


P. 


D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Maflnfactiirer  of  every  descriptioii  of  Fishing  Tacl^le  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTSEB  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fisb  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 
These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.    They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  1  have  no  hesitation  la 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T  P  R  writes:  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Isabout  the  best  Valmon  line-in  the  condition  it  is  "V^^-'^,?*  ^  Xd^^^^^^^^     bi  St 

perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple.' 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifuUy.  iThe  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used."  ^  ..... 

E  M  K  C  ,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job. 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  nevei 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGnES  FREE.   26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  FRER 
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we  had  a  shower  of  rain,  and  until  rain  comes.  And 
plenty  of  it,  there  connot  be  any  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  fishing.  On  May  24,  Capt.  Garnett 
killed  eight  fish,  Mr.  Hart  four,  Mr.  Hampson  three, 
Mr.  Townsend  two,  and  Mr.  Haycraft  one.  On 
May  25,  Capt.  Garnett  ten,  and  Mr.  Hart  five.  On 
May  26,  Capt.  Garnett  ten,  Mr.  Hart  five,  Mr. 
Litster  5,  and  Mr.  Lovett  two.  On  May  27,  Mr. 
Swire  had  two,  Capt.  Garnett  seven.  On  May  29, 
Capt.  Garnett  nineteen,  Mr.  Sidebottom  ten,  Mr. 
Morritt  three,  Mr.  Swire  three,  and  Mr.  Hart  two. 
On  May  30,  Mr.  Sidebottom  six,  and  Messrs.  Berry 
three.  It  is  stifling  hot  to  day  (May  31),  bright  sun, 
no  breeze,  and  91  in  the  shade. — Long  DRin. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — On  May  30  and  31 
refreshing  rains  fell,  and  the  river  is  in  much  better 
order  for  trout  fishing.  Six  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  Ware  district,  but  they  ran  small,  and  trout 
have  also  been  caught  in  the  Lea  and  Beane  in  the 
Hertford  waters.  The  May  Fly  is  beginning  to 
come  up  stronger  in  the  various  streams,  and  a 
good  rise  may  be  looked  for  next  week.  Roach 
have  spawned. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iingg  and  Arrow  (Xaeoiuluster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  very  low  and  clear,  and  need  a 
good  fall  of  rain.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful 
and  fine,  and  the  May  Fly  comes  up  in  good 
numbers,  and  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had 
this  week. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborong'h). — The  pcater  in  our  river 
has; been  lower  than  for  a  long  time  past,  and  the 
weeds  are  growing  apace,  no  doubt  on  account  of 
the  recent  warm  weather.  Roach  and  perch  are 
generally  admitted  to  have  spawned  well,  and 
several  good  shoals  have  been  [located  by  some  of 
our  old  anglers,  who  hope  to  have  some  capital 
sport  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  about  a  fortnight 
hence.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  porpoise, 
which  was  seen  by  many  persons  near  Orton 
Staunch,  has  not  yet  been  captured. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleiifli  Salterton). — At  time  of  report- 
ing, Wednesday,  May,  , Si,  the  river  is  clear  and 
low  and  would  be  improved  by  a  freshet.  There 
are  indications  of  a  change  of  weather.  The  past 
week  has  been  one  of  big  catches,  the  fish  having 
risen  well.  A  crack  hand  on  the  Rolle  water  creeled 
twenty-seven  trout  one  day  last  week — the  catch, 
so  it  is  reported,  weighed  151b.  The  fly  used  was 
the  Yellow  Dun,  large  size.  At  Ottery  and  Honi- 
ton,  too,  good  sport  has  been  had.    At  former  place 


a  rod  took  nine  good  trout  (4Jlb.)  with  the  Grey 
Quill  Gnat,  and  at  the  latter  place  eleven  of  similar 
weight  were  caught  with  same  fly.  An  early  peal 
was  seen  to  jump  on  the  public  water  here  on 
Monday,  May  29— we  never  expect  them  before  mid- 
June  on  this  river. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  dead  low,  and  we 
want  some  rain  to  improve  matters.  I  hear  of 
some  peal  being  taken,  and  a  report  of  a  bull-trout 
on  the  Tavy  that  weighed  91b.  I  did  not  see  the 
fish.  Another  gentleman  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
also  on  the  Tavy. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  Severn  is  low  and 
weedy,  and  trout  fishing  continues  poor,  the  season, 
so  far,  having  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record. 
There  has  been  no  rainfall  for  a  week  or  two,  and 
until  the  streams  receive  fresh  water  good  creels 
will  not  be  made. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  was  every  appearance  of  a  change  in 
the  weather  about  the  rniddle  of  last  week,  and  a 
few  slight  showers  of  w&rm  rain  fell  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood but  not  sufficient  to  affect  the  rivers, 
which  are  still  very  low  and  much  too  bright  and 
clear  for  successful  angling.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  is  not  much  prospect  of  rain  which  is  very 
badly  wanted  as  the  sun  is  extremely  hot  through- 
out the  daytime,  and  the  only  time  that  anglers 
appear  to  have  any  sport  is  either  in  the  early 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening.  Salmon  fishing 
round  here  has  so  far  been  a  failure  and  very  few 
have  been  taken  with  nets  and  not  one  by  rod  and 
line. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
The  weather — that  all-important  factor  in  piscatorial 
pursuits — has  been  fine  aad  warm  duiing  the  week, 
yet  rain,  so  badly  wanted,  holds  oil,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  thunder  showers  in  the  vicinity. 
Streams,  as  a  rule,  are  too  bright  for  successful 
Fport,  but  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  I 
hear  of  a  few:brace  of  small  trout  up  to  14oz., 
taken  principally  with  worm,  the  small  wooded 
streams  precluding  the  use  of  fly.  From  the  western 
streams  a  few  brace  of  good  trout,  some  of  2|lb.,  are 
notifled,  but  in  private  water  the  worm  has 
accounted  for  some  of  the  best  fish.  Smelt  fisher- 
men have  had  fair  sport  in  Chichester  harbour — a 
few  bass  and  flatfish  have  been  among  the  captures. 
The  Canal,  Chichester,  is  teeming  with  fish  of  all 
kinds,  and  augurs  well  for  the  opening  of  the  season. 


Some  fine  perch  are  to  be  seen  in  the  reach  between 
the  locks. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  May  Fly  has  come  up 
the  last  few  days,  and  trout  have  been  rising  a 
them  better.  The  best  flies  are  the  Orl,  Yello  * 
Dun,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Black  Gnat,  and  gold-tipp 
Blue.  Last  week,  near^Ludford  (with  worm),  M/ 
Davies  landed  a  trout  scaling  close  on  21b.  Wit 
live-bait  Mr.  R.  Smith  took  a  pike  under  Whitcliffe, 
7ib.  On  May  29  eight  dace  and  three  trout  were 
caught  Under  Whitcliffe  with  May  Fly.  Fishing  in 
the  Oakley  Park  water  on  May  30  Dr.  Withers  and 
Dr.  Owen,  of  Shrewsbury,  took  a  few  nice  trout — 
one  scaling  l^lb.,  and  three  others  1  lb.  each  with 
May  Fly.  The  Decoy  Pool,  near  Dounton  Castle, 
was  netted  on  May  30,  and  a  very  large  number  of 
fine  pike  caught.  On  May  31,  in  the  Dounton 
Castle  water,  good  sport  was  had. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentaury). — The  May  Fly  is  now  coming 
up  well  and  the  big  fish  are  beginning  to  ri.=e  at 
them,  and  prospects  for  sport  are  good.  There 
have  been  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  taken  in  this 
part  with  May  Fly,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu.  — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — North  Tyne  is  doing  fairly  well,  towards 
evening  being  the  best  time  for  either  fly  or 
minnow.  A  Newcastle  angler,  fishing  a  private 
stretch,  killed  eighteen' trout,  all  fly,  another  creel 
of  eleven,  fly  and  minnow.  The  Tyne  at  Ovingham 
is  running  fine,  a  few  fish  are  being  picked  up  with 
the  fiy  in  the  evening.  The  Coquet  is  in  good  con- 
dition. Mr.  Maudlin  killed  twenty-five  fine  trout 
on  the'Weldon  Bridge.  Fly  and  minnow,  on  the 
lower  reaches,  good  sport  is  reported  ;  the  water  is 
fine,  in  spite  of  that  anglers  are  making  baskets  ih 
the  shade.  !Mr.  C.  Hay,  Broomhill.  fishing  the 
Acklington  stretch,  killed  nine  fine  trout,  averaging 
close  on  lib.  each.  Mr.  James  Graham,  of 
Ashington,  fishing  the  Warkworth  water  on  May  27, 
killed  ten  good  trout  and  a  fresh-run  salmon  of 
61b.,  minnow,  a  docken  grub.  Whittle  Dene  is 
still  keeping  up.  Mr.  White,  on  May  23,  killed 
twelve  trout,  otner  two  creels  of  five  and  nine  fish, 
worm  and  grub.  ThetWansbeck  is  very  low  and 
fine,  fish  are  only  got  by  evening  fishing. — Henky 

A.  M0RTON. 

XJsk  (Abergavenny). — The  river  at  present 
(May  30)  low  and  clear,  but  many  salmon  have 
been  taken  during  the  last  fortnight.    Mr.  Rolands, 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


Fishing  Rod  and 

Tackle  Manufacturers, 

t37,  sr.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,     Factory  s  /,  2,  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE, 

{Near  Angel,  Islington)  LONDON,  E,C. 


COARSE  FISHING  OPENS  JUNE  i6th. 

Get   C£i>x*tex*'s  CettstlogjxG  stt  oxice< 


REMEMBER !   CARTER'S  IS  THE  LARGEST  AND  BEST  RETAIL  HOUSE  FOR  COARSE  FISHING  GEAR  IN  THE  WORLD. 


THE 


"MARSTONT"  ROI>. 

For  all-rt)und  work ;  the  best  Rod  procurable. 

Price  23/- 


No.  1.    Light,  10  ft.  6  in.,  for  Punt  Work 
No.  2.    Medium,  11  ft.,  for  Bank  Work 
No.  3.    Strong.    Spinning  for  Pike,  etc. 


  1 


With  Two  Tops. 


The  "Marston"  is  fitted  with  Cork  Handle,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Corked  Stoppers,  Revolving  Top,  Loops,  Butt  Ring  and  Pneumatic  Button.  Sent  on 
approval  on  receipt  of  remittance,  which  will  be  immediately  refunded  if  rod  is  not  retained. 


The 

"  CIC£:R0  "  REEL 

Runs  just  as  fast. 

Centre  Pin  Adjustment.    Optional  Check. 

Size    3        3J         4  4J 


Best  quality 
No.  1  quality 


10/-  11/-  12/-  13/- 
5/6     6/-      7/-  8/- 


Biekerdyke  Guards,  6(i.  extra, 


The    "  JTARIDY  " 

FISHING  BAO. 

Absolutely  Waterproof,  with  Compartment 
for  Lunch. 


Price 


Size  1 
...  3/6 


2 

4/6 


3 

5/6 


4 

6/6 


We  have  a  practical  staff  who  make  what  is  useful, 
not  toy-shop  gear  to  look  at. 
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Penperpergwm,  Capt.  Phillips.'and  other  gentlemen 
have  been  successful.  The  trout  and  dace  are 
rising  freely  to  the  fly  evening  fishing,  and  fair 
average  baskets  are  taken. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
are  now  very  low  ;  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught  with  the  worm  and  minnow  during 
the  last  fortnight.  Mr.  Davies,  chemist,  caught  a 
fine  trout,  l|lb.,  with  the  worm  on  May  30.  The 
trout  rise  fairly  well  to  the  fly  in  the  evening, 

POXTSEISWY. 

Uek  (Usk). — The  same  conditions  prevail  as  last 
week,  and  very  little  sport  is  being  obtained.  A 
change  in  the  weather  is  badly  needed,  and  a  rise 
in  the  river  of  a  couple  of  feet  would  be  welcomed. 
The  following  successes  were  reported  : — May  24, 
Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  19|lb.,  in  Railyderry ; 
May  27,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  14^1b.,  in  Penyllyn, 
and  also  had  the  misfortune  to  break  in  one  ;  Major 
Trevor,  one,  12ilb.,  in  the  Bindings.  Bait  fishing 
commenced  on  June  1,  and  sorae  good  baskets  of 
trout  should  be  taken  up-stream  worm  fishing,  if 
the  fine  weather  continues.  A  few  fine  trout  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly  in  the  evenings. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  order  for  fly  fishing  during  the  past 
week,  and  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken  both 
from  the  Wye  and  Derwent.  Those  gentlemen  who 
fished  the  Wye  secured  two  to  four  brace,  and 
those  fishing  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent 
— Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries — obtained 
similar  creels.  Only  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  Darleydale  Club  water,  but  I  only 
hear  of  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  being  caught 
with  the  fly,  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association  portion  of  the  Derwent  having  yielded 
a  few  nice  trout.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  fishing  near 
the  Pig  Tor,  Matlock  Dale,  on  May  27,  one 
brace  of  trout,  and  again  on  May  29  one  brace, 
and  several  others  securing  a  nice  fish  or  two,  these 
being  taken  in  the  evening.  Very  few  fishermen 
have  been  out  on  this  river  below  Cromford.  I  only 
hear  of  an  odd  fish  or  two  being  taken.  There  are 
a  lot  of  good  fish  to  be  seen  on  the  shallows,  and  as 
the  May  Fly  is  just  making  its  appearance  it  is 
hoped  that  some  of  ,'these  good  fisK  will  be  taken. 
This  fly  should  be  well  on  by  June  6  or  8.  The 
weather  is  showery  to-day  (May  31)  and  the  pros- 
pect good  for  the  coming  week.  Useful  flies:  Yellow 
Dun,  May  Fly,  Yellow  Sally,  Black  Gnat,  Sand  Fly, 
and  Dark  Spinner. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  running 
very  low  and  clear.  ivTo  rain  has  fallen,  the  weather 
being  very  hot  and  sultry,  consequently  sport  has 
been  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  Stone  Fly  is  out, 
but  there  is  very  little  water  to  fish  it  in,  and  up  to 
now  little  has  been  done  with  it,  even  in  the  early 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening.  Fishing  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  has  been  next  to  useless,  owing 
to  the  very  brilliant  weather  which  has  pre- 
vailed. I  never  saw  our  streams  with  less  water 
than  at  present.  Mr.  Lee,  the  taxidermist,  writes  me 
that  Master  Gilbert  Wright  has  been  having  some 
good  sport  this  season  in  the  Codbeck  at  Thirsk,[and 
has  caught  some  fine  fish,  namely — 1  lb.  3oz.,  1  lb. 
12  oz.,  21b.,  lib.  8oz.,  and  21b.  8  oz.  All  were 
caught  with  natural  minnow  on  fine  "Ariel "  tackle. 
Talking  about  large  trout,  Mr.  John  Willis,  of 
Carperby,  when  fishing  in  the  Yore  hooked  the 
largest  fish  he  has  ever  had  hold  of  during  his 
long  career.  He  estimates  the  trout  as  being 
anything  from  41b.  to  51b.  in  weight.  He  played 
it  for  over  half  an  hour,  when  the  fish  unfor- 
tunately broke  its  hold.  (The  veteran  does  not 
swear,  but  he  tells  me  he  could  have  cried. 
Scarcely  any  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Yore  at 
Clifton  and  Masham.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  at 
Hackfall,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  Sport  in  the  above 
districts  has  been  somewhat  quiet  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  water.  In  the  lower  districts  at 
Borough  Bridge  and  Myton,  scarcely  any  anglers 
have  been  seen  out,  but  those  that  have  been  out 
have  noticed  the  coarse  fish  are  well  up  in  the 
streams.  At  Borough  Bridge  there  is  any  quantity 
of  barbel  showing,  therefore  coarse  fishermen 
can  look  forward  to  good  sport  at  ^the  commence- 
ment of  the  season,  which  opens  on  June  16.  The 
Wharfe  is  very  low — in  fact  has  never  been  known 
to  be  as  low  as  it  is  this  season.  In  the  upper 
reaches  there  is  merely  a  trickling  of  water.  The 
Stone  Fly  is  well  out  in  the  upper  reaches,  but  very 
little  has  been  done  with  it.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  at  Appletreewick,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ekley. 
A  few  fish  have  been  got  with  the  fly,  but  the  best 
catches  have  been  made  with  upstream  worm.  In 
the  lower  reaches  scarcely  anything  has  been  done, 
except  at  Tadcaster.  Bottom  fishermen  have  been 
faring  very  well  amongst  the  flounders  and  eels. 
A  few  Leeds  anglers  have  been  paying  a  visit  to  the 
reservoirs  at  Swinsty  and  Fewston,  but  sport  has 
not  been  at  all  good,  baskets  ranging  from  two  to 
three  brace  being  the  most  got.    Should  the  present 
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brilliant  weather  continue,  the  Green  Drake  will 
be  making  its  appearance  next  week.  The  Rye, 
Riccall,  Costa,  and  Pickering  Beck  are  very  clear, 
the  trout  take  a  lot  of  catching  with  the  fly 
Sport  with  the  Green  Drake  on  these  streams  will 
not  improve  until  rain  falls,  in  fact,  when  it  does 
fall  the  land  will  swallow  it  all  up.  The  best  baits 
at  present  are  the  Stone  Fly  and  upstream  worm 
in  the  early  morning.  In  the  evenings,  the  follow 
ing  flies  will  be  found  very  useful — Brown  Owl, 
Stone  Midge,  Knotted  Midge,  Dark  Watchet,  and 
Poult  Bloa. — J.  E.  MiLLEE. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgfach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). 

— Although  conditions  have  been  unfavourable,  the 
following  excellent  baskets  have  been  made  since 
last  reported  : — On  May  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews, 
London,  fished  Loch  Urigill,  and  landed  fifty  trout, 
131b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Weigall,  Doncaster,  on  Loch  Cama. 
had  twenty,  II Jib.  On  May  25,  the  last-named 
angler,  on  Loch  Cama,  made  a  basket  of  fifteen, 
16pb.,  which  included  two  ferox  of  61b.  and  4|-lb. 
On  May  26,  Messrs.  Crawshay  and  Marshall,  London, 
fished  Loch  Urigill,  and  landed  sixty-seven  trout, 
171b.  On  May  27,  Mr.  Weigall,  on  Loch  Cama, 
one  dozen  trout,  9Jlb.,  including  a  ferox  of  41b. ; 
Mr.  Crawshay,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  two  and  a  half 
dozen  trout,  81b.  If  present  state  of  weather  con- 
tinues prospects  excellent. — B. 

Beanly. — Fishing  the  home  reaches  of  the  Beauly 
from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons 
had  the  following  sport  during  the  past  week — 
namely.  May  22,  one  grilse  of  3Jlb.  ;  23rd,  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  8Jlb.  ;  24th  and  25th  were  blank 
owing  to  the  very  low  state  of  the  water ;  but  on 
the  26th  one  grilse  of  4ilb.  was  grassed,  and  on  the 
27th,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  8|lb.,  were  landed. 
This  brings  the  total  to  date  up  to  sixty  salmon  and 
grilse,  aggregating  6071b.,  averaging  a  trifle  over 
101b.  Except  on  May  26  and  27  the  river  was  too 
low  for  successful  sea-trout  angling,  and  no  heavy 
baskets  were  creeled.  In  the  tidal  waters  the 
Moniach  Castle  and  Farley  Brae  rods  had  baskets 
ranging  up  to  91b.,  the  heaviest  trout  weighing 
21b.  2oz.  In  the  Caimich  district  some  splendid 
baskets  of  brown  trout  were  creeled  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  week,  the  heavy  rains,  after  three  weeks 
of  dry  weather,  seemingly  reviving  the  appetites  of 
the  fish.  The  heaviest  trout  brought  to  basket 
was  a  beauty  of  31b.  8oz.  The  lochs  in  that  locality 
are  now  at  their  best,  and  are  yielding  very  good 
sport.  Loch  Garve,  Loch  Luichabt,  and  Loch 
AcHANALT. — Anglers  from  the  Garve  Hotel  and 
Strathpeffer  had  good  fishing  on  Loch  Garve  during 
the  week.  Favoured  with  west  wind  some  excellent 
baskets  were  got  on  both  Lochs  Luichart  and 
Garve  on  May  26  and  27.  On  May  26  an  angler  had 
a  creel  of  81b.  on  Garve,  and  one  of  101b.  on  Loch 
Luichart  on  May  27.  The  trout  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  on  both  lochs  angling  is  much  cur- 
tailed by  pike.  Messrs.  Beaufort  and  SommervUle 
began  fishing  on  Loch  Achanalt  this  week.  Trout 
are  numerous,  and  a  repetition  of  last  year's  grand 
takes  confidently  anticipated,  when  beautiful  trout 
from  21b.  to  101b.  were  landed.  Conon.  —  Poor 
port  continues  to  be  had  on  the  Conon,  even 
the  nets  doing  very  httle.  Only  one  fish  of  71b. 
was  landed  on  the  Brahan  Castle  waters,  which  this 
year  have  proved  very  unproductive.  Following 
the  wet  weather  of  May  26  one  salmon  of  l^lh. 
•WB&  landed  on  the  Fairburn  rods  oij  May  27,  as  well 
as  a  small  fish  on  the  rod  of  Mr.  English  of 
Scatwell.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Sea- trout  are  being 
got  in  both  Esk  and  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  T.  Bart  caught 
the  first  in  the  upper  reaches  cf  the  Esk  in  Lang- 
holm water,  which  weighed   l^Ib.     Mr.  J.  H. 


Robinson  had  eighteen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A. 
McCormac  creeled  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras ; 
Mr.  J.  Jackson  had  two  dozen  trout  in  the  same 
water  ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel  caught  a  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  in 
the  mid- reaches  of  the  Esk  in  Tommy's  pool; 
Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Rowanbum,  had  over  a  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr.  Frank 
Story  caught  a  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Esk,  IJlb.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  .1.  Graham  had  over  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  and  one  sea-trout,  Messrs. 
Hardie  and  Walker  creeled  some  yellow  trout. 
Fishing  from  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  an  angler 
caught  over  a  score  of  yellow  trout,  all  in  good 
condition  in  the  Double  water,  and  a  few  odd  sea- 
trout  have  been  got  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  and 
also  below  Longtown.  Mr.  Monkhouse  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  below  Longtown  Bridge,  Mr.  Reid 
had  over  two  dozen  at  a  fishing.  ■  A  lew  sea-trout 
have  been  seen  in  the  Thistle.pool,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Netherby  water,  while  several  have  been  seen 
at  Longtown  Bridge.  Although  sea-trout  are  late, 
there  is  now  a  fair  prospect  of  a  good  run  of  these 
fish.  An  angler  caught  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
in  Wauchope,  while  good  baskets  have  been  got  in 
Hermitage  water  below  the  old  castle.  Mr.  2Sichol 
and  another  angler  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  Liddle,  below  Clerk  Leap  Pool.  Some 
nice  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in 
Meggat  and  Stennish  waters,  and  fair  catches  have 
been  made  in  both  the  Black  and  White  Esk  above 
Langholm. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — After 
the  recent  heavy  rains,  sport  is  reviving.  On 
Tuesday,  May  23,  Mr.  Sanderson,  Glencalvie  House, 
landed  two  salmon  of  7  jib.  and  121b.  on  the  upper 
waters,  and  on  Friday  an  8-pounder.  Anglers 
from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  have  also  been  suc- 
cessful with  salmon  ranging  up  to  101b.  Sporting 
prospects  now  favourable.  Mr.  Sanderson  is  getting 
good  sport.  On  Monday,  May  29,  he  landed  five 
salmon  averaging  8ilb.  The  salmon  fishing  at  the 
estuary  have  been  very  unproductive  so  far,  but 
are  now  improving.  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  nettings 
at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth  show  a  slight 
decrease;  and  so  do  Mr.  Anderson's  nettings  on 
Invercharron,  but  Mr.  Mirn's  Balnagown  fishings 
have  shown  a  decided  increase.  All  over  it  is 
estimated  that  the  salmon  consigned  to  Billingsgate 
and  other  markets  during  the  first  week  would  not 
exceed  22Jcwt. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Both  rod  and  net  fishing 
in  the  river  Deveron  and  adjacent  coast  have  been 
very  backward  for  some  time.  There  has  been  very 
little  rain  for  weeks,  and  the  water  in  the  river  has 
fallen  considerably.  In  fact  it  is  so  low  that  fish 
have  almost  ceased  running.  The  net  fishermen  are 
at  work  about  a  mile  from  the  entrance  to  the  river, 
and  although  they  are  engaged  night  and  day,  very 
few  salmon  or  grilse  are  caught  by  the  sweep  nets. 
The  low  and  clear  water  is  greatly  against  the 
angler,  and  for  the  past  few  weeks  sport  has  been 
very  poor.  Along  the  sea  coast  the  weather  has 
proved  favourable  for  fish,  but  at  all  the  stations 
the  yield  from  the  bag  nets  has  been  the  smallest 
for  years.  The  salmon  got  are  of  fair  size,  and  of 
exceptionally  fine  quality,  averaging  from  101b.  to 
121b.  There  has  been  no  very  large  salmon  as  yet 
killed  this  season.  Grilse  are  also  of  fine  form,  and 
average  41b.  to  61b.  Lately  trout  were  got  in  fair 
numbers,  but  are  now  falling  off. — H.  W. 

Incbnadanipli  Hotel  (Sntherland). — On  May 

12,  Rev.  J.  Ruggan,  on  West  Assynt,  one  ferox 
101b.  On  May  16,  Rev.  J.  and  Mrs.  Ruggan,  on 
Loch  Awe,  thirty-four  trout,  71b.  On  May  25, 
Mr.  Thomson,  forty-two,  141b.  On  May  26,  :Mr. 
Thomson,  forty-two,  141b.  On  May  27,  ]\Ir. 
Thomson,  twenty-two,  lljlb.  On  May  29,  Mr. 
Thomson,  on  Upper  Inver,  nine,  91b.  ;  Rev.  John 
Ruggan,  seven,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wallace,  fifteen,  151b. 
-W.  Wallace. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  a  copious  rainfall,  followed  by  dull 
skies,  but  the  angler's  creels  here  continue  light. 
Two  anglers,  however,  for  eight  days  had  eighty- 
ight  trout  which  weighed  1031b.  12oz.  Nine 
angling  clubs  competed  during  the  past  five  days, 
the  takes  being  from  one  to  five  trout.  Perch  are 
becoming  very  numerous  since  the  pike  were  got 
under,  and  next  month  there  should  be  big  catches 
of  these  fish. — RopERT  B.  Laing. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  May  20  Mr.  Gibb  had  a  salmon  of  181b., 
and  on  the  26th  Mr.  P.  D.  Dewar  had  one  of  I4lb. 
On  May  30  Mr.  Donald  Macnaughton  heid  two  of 
161b.  and  181b.  respectively.  On  May  26  Mr. 
Hannah  had  seven  trout,  on  the  27th  Mr.  CoUyer, 
Croydon,  had  seven ;  on  the  29th  Messrs.  Burnett, 
Chelsea,  had  four ;  on  the  30th  they  had  sixteen, 
and  Mr.  Collyer  had  twenty-eight.  Owing  to  the 
recent  heavy  rain  the  river  is  now  in  excellent  ply, 
with  plenty  of  fresh  fieh  running. — R.  Stewakt. 

[3] 
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ITortli  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Sport  has  been 
very  rife  oh  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  during 
the  past  week.  On  the  Braemar  waters  Mrs. 
Radiliffe,  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  Mr.  Radcliffe, 
Colonel  Vaugh  Lee,  and  Mrs.  Sheriffs  had  six  on 
May  2'2,  five  on  May  23.  seven  on  May  24,  three  on 
May  25,  and  three  on  May  27.  On  the  Fife  Arms 
water,  Mr.  Blythe  had  four  on  May  22.  Fish  are 
plentiful  and  prospects  getting  better  every  day. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  the  Royal  keepers  are 
having  sport  every  day  out.  On  the  Ballater 
waters  my  correspondent  writes  me:  "The  anglers 
on  the  vaiious  reaches  are  now  having  excellent 
sport.  The  river  is  in  prime  condition  and  pools 
crowded  with  fish — five  and  six  are  being  got  daily 
by  some  of  the  rods."  On  the  Glen  tana  Mr.  Coats 
and  party  have  had  a  very  good  time  of  it,  while 
on  the  Aboyne  reaches  sport  has  been  also  fairly 
good.  On  the  Banchory  waters  a  good  few  grilse 
are  being  got,  chiefly  to  the  small  double  salmon 
flies — the  Loggie,  Jock  Scott,  and  Silver  and  Blue 
being  the  chief  lures.  On  the  Nether  waters  little 
or  nothing  is  now  being  done.  The  smolt  season  is 
over,  and  the  tidal  anglers  are  again  returning  to 
their  old  haunts.  Don. — Some  very  good  baskets 
of  brown  trout  are  now  being  got.  On  May  24  Mr. 
G.  H.  Esson  landed  an  81b.  salmon  on  the  Pitmedden 
water — his  second  fish  within  a  short  time,  and 
both  while  searching  for  trout.  On  the  Kintore 
waters  some  thirty  rods  were  out  on  May  27,  but 
the  best  basket  did  not  w6igh  more  than  81b.  On 
the  Inverurie  section  some  sport  was  also  got. 
Weather  genial  and  prospects  good. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  following  are  the 
reports  received  from  correspondents  of  the  district 
streams :  Annan. —  Fishing  with  worm  in  the 
Mount  Annan  private  water  of  the  Annan,  Andrew 
Bell,  the  keeper,  had  a  grand  basket  of  ten  sea- 
trout,  not  one  being  less  than  1  lb.,  while  they  ran 
to  fully  21b.  Captain  Thorburn,  fishing  the  same 
water,  caught  seven  large  sea-trout  before  9  a.m. 
on  Tuesday.  Two  little  lads,  Tom  and  George  Bell, 
had  two  and  one  sea-trout  respectively.  Mr. 
Jas.  Alexander  caught  one  sea-trout  on  Monday. 
There  were  v'arious  catches  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  same  portion,  all  with  worm  bait.  Sea- 
trout  have  made  their  way  up  to  Nethercleugh 
and  Jar  dine  Hall  portions,  where  the  villagers 
have  had  some  fairly  good  creels  of  trout. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — ^In  the  Nithsdale  Association 
portion  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  secured,  as 
also  at  Closeburn,  Auldgarth,  and  Holywood.  In 
the  Sanquhar  section  local  anglers  had  good  sport 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  In  the  Cluden  and  Cairn 
local  rods  had  good  sport.  Above  the  railway 
bridge  a  few  rods  had  moderate  sport.  The 
middle  section  of  the  Nith  is  now  in  capital  order 
for  the  fly.  Ga  1.1,0 way;  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The 
various  streams  of  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  are 
now  in  capital  order.  Angling  in  Loch  Whinyson, 
Mr.  Chicken  and  Mr.  Henderson,  jun. ,  caught  over 
forty  trout,  and  on  May  27  Mr.  W.  Hyslop,  Grey- 
stone,  and  Mr.  A.  McMurray  had  a  nice  lot  of  trout, 
thirty  in  all.  I  hear  of  some  capital  sport  being 
had  at  Carsphaim,  near  to  Dalray  of  Galloway. 
Mr.  Smillie  took  six  dozen  and  seven  good  trout  one 
day  last  week,  and  another  rod  had  good  sport  as 
well.  AybshibeRivees  AND  Lochs. — Mr.  Shields,  on 
May  27,  with  the  minnow,  when  fishing  the  Garnoch 
at  Kilwinning,  took  a  brace  of  trout  weighing  61b. 
9oz.  and  41b.  7oz.  Messrs.  Allan,  Purdon  and 
Milroy  had  good  baskets  of  trout  on  Loch  Doon. 
On  May  25  Mr.  Hunter,  fishing  the  same  loch, 
caught  thirty-one  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Paterson  landed 
twenty  -  three.  Mr.  Dunlop  and  party  had  a 
combined  catch  of  sixty-one  trout,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
and  friend  forty-one.  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Millan caught  twenty-four  on  the  same  day.  All 
these  takes  were  made  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Wyllie  and 
Mr.  Murray,  fishing  from  the  Black  Bull  Hotel, 
caught  thirty-seven  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon. 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Cameron  caught  forty-one, 
and  Mr.  Geo.  White  fourteen.  On  the  rivers  some 
moderate  baskets  have  been  obtained.  The  Kil- 
birnie  streams  have  also  afforded  good  catches. 
On  Loch  Winnoch  Mr.  J.  C.  Parker  landed  a  trout 
of  lib.  lOoz.  on  May  25;  on  May  26  Mr.  Bayne 
took  three  of  3Ib.  2oz. ;  and  on  May  29  Captain 
Ritchie  landed  three  of  41b.  4oz.— Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  flood  in  both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  which  occurred 
oil  May  29,  was  gladly  welcomed  by  anglers,  as  it 
will  have  had  the  eSect  of  carrying  seawards  most 
of  the  smelts  which  had  become  somewhat  of  a 
nuisance  to  trout  fishers.  It  may  also  have 
admitted  of  the  ascent  of  a  few  salmon  to  the 
angling  waters.  Salmon  angling  on  the  upper 
reaches  has  in  the  meantime  been  uneventful, 
but  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  lower  down. 
At  Twizel,  Mr.  Wales  had  six  salmon  last  week, 
and  Mr.  Copperthwaite  two.  At  Birgham,  Lord 
Henry  Scott  and  Lord  Dimglass  have  had 
some  good  sport,  but  weights  and  numbers  not  to 


hand.  On  May  26.  fishing  for  pike,  with  small 
trout  for  bait,  at  Sharpitlaw  Mill,  Mr.  A.  White, 
jun.,  landed  a  common  yellow  trout  of  unusual 
size.  It  weighed  41b.  3oz.,  and  measured  22in.  in 
length  and  IHin  in  girth.  It  was  well  made  and 
beautifully  marked.  It  is  being  set  up  by  Mr. 
Chisholm,  bird-stuffer,  Kelso,  and  should  make  a 
very  handsome  specimen  of  a  Tweed  trout.— 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bauu  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  rains  fell  over 
the  watersheds  of  all  the  tributaries  of  this  river, 
and  in  consequence  they  came  down  in  small  flood 
on  May  29.  Smolts  that  had  previously  put  "on 
their  silvery  dresses,  but  were  forced  to  remain  in 
the  pools  on  account  of  the  very  low  state  of  the 
water,  were  carried  to  the  lake,  and  they  are  now 
descending  to  the  sea  by  the  ■  main  river,  which 
recently  rose  6in.  More  of  these  fish  have  been 
reared  in  the  breeding  streams  of  Ulster  in  1903  and 
1904  than  for  the  past  forty  years,  none  having 
been  destroyed  by  flax  water  during  these  seasons. 
Trout  rose  freely,  Sedge  Flies  being  very  plentiful 
on  the  surface  since  the  recent  rains,  and  big 
catches  are  recorded  from  all  the  sections.  Salmon 
that  were  so  long  confined  to  the  pools  on  the 
Caronroe  stretch  passed  over  the  weir  in  the 
recently  discoloured  water,  many  reaching  the  lake, 
a  stock  being  also  distributed  ^over  the  Kilrea  and 
Po.rtglenone  reaches.  Mr.  T.  Henderson  caught 
four  salmon,  121b.,  131b.,  141b.,  and  181b.;  Mr. 
B.  Meenan,  four.  101b.,  121b.,  121b.,  and  141b.  ;  and 
Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  eleven,  ranging  from 
9pb.  to  191b.,  at  Caronroe  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Robinson, 
fourteen  trout,  weighing  121b.,  at  Portglenone. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — On  May  26  very  heavy 
rain  fell  for  a  limited  time,  and  did  the  small  rivers 
a  great  service.  On  the  Glenavy  some  baskets  of 
trout  were  made  on  the  fly,  and  a  bait  fisher  creeled 
five  dozen  Jib.  fish.  Messrs.  Davidson  and  M'Cone 
killed  eighteen  and  a  dozen  trout  respectively,  and 
on  the  Clough  Mr.  Collins  had  eighteen  fish.  In 
the  small  Dundonald  river  T.  Uprichard  caught  a 
trout  weighing  21b.  2oz.  The  larger  streams  did 
not  benefit  so  much,  and  they  are  still  too  low  for 
fly  fishing.  To-day  (Wednesday)  rain  is  threatening. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Erne  { Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Although 
the  weather  was  bright  for  most  of  the  past  week, 
yet  some  'splendid  salmon  were  captured  by  the 
anglers  fishing  the  Erne.  Mr.  A.  Brewis  landed 
one  salmon,  weighing  13|lb. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  one 
salmon,  IB^lh. ;  Mr.  Cheetham,  three  beautiful 
salmon,  201b.,  151b.,  and  151b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Wrigley, 
one  salmon,  141b.  At  time  of  writing  {May  30) 
a  heavy  run  of  large  salmon  is  coming  into 
the  river.  Trouting  was  grand  on  the  river 
during  the  past  week,  and  in  the  late  evenings 
many  fine  trout  were  taken,  ranging  in  weight  from 
lib.  to  4Jlb.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers 
were  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  Townsend.  Mr.  Sproule 
Myles,  Dr.  Dunwoody,  Dr.  Condon,  Mrs.  Captain 
Greer,  Captain,  and  Mrs.  Vandalier,  etc.  The  May 
Fly  is  up  in  good  numbers  on  Loughs  Erne  and 
Melvin,  and  although  trout  are  taking  the  fly,  they 
have  not  begim  to  rise  to  it  in  a  general  manner  up 
to  time  of  writing,  but  some  nice  soft  rain  has  fallen 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  it  is  expected 
that  trout  will  be  taking  the  May  Fly  well  in  a  day 
or  two  from  now. — M.  Roqan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  catch 
for  the  week  ending  May  27  : — Mrs.  J.  D.  Hum- 
phreys, nine  fish,  111b.,  121b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  181b., 
5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  41b. ;  Capt.  Macgowan,  twenty  fish, 
d^lh.,  3|lb.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  SJlb.,  5ilb.,  SJlb.,  7ilb., 
9|lb.,  SJlb.,  41b.,  12'lb.,  211b.,  4ilb.,  131b.,  121b., 
131b.,  lOJlb.,  51b.,  4|lb. ;  Col.  Underwood,  twelve 
fish,  131b.,  lUlb.,  41b.,  5ilb.,  4|lb.,  91b.,  51b.,  141b., 
51b.,  131b.,  9Uh.,  11-Jlb.— Milne. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  shown  an  improve- 
ment since  the  recent  rains  took  place,  but  it  is  still 
below  the  standard  on  all  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillaruey. — Sport  has  shown  considerable  im- 
provement. Salmon,  which  appear  to  be  numerous, 
have  afforded  more  than  Average  sport,  both  to 
visitors  and  the  local  professionals. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — We  have  had  another 
week  of  very  fair  sport.  The  best  catch  was  Mr. 
Harry  Anderson's,  six  fish,  18|lb.,  largest,  5|lb., 
caught  on  May  27.  Mr.  McKenna  and  several 
other  anglers  had  fair  sport,  weights  of  which  I  will 
give  in  next  week's  report.  G.  H.  Lloyd  and  Canon 
Parker  had  fish  up  to  81b. ;  on  May  27,  Dr.  Brad- 
shaw  had  four  fish  5|lb.,  5ilb.,  31b.,  2ilh.  Mr. 
Bland  3  fish,  largest  51b.  On  May  30,  only  two  fish 
taken,  one  by  Capt.  the  Hgn.  J.  Crichton,  and  one 
by  Mr.  Henderson. — Acheson. 

Lough  Corrib  (Oughterard). — Fishing  from  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  on  May  25,  Dr.  Leeper  and  lady, 
six  trout,  101b. ;  on  May  26,  seven,  121b. ;  and  on 
Mayj  28,  eleven,  121b.    Major  Lascelles  and  lady 


also  fished,  and  had  good  sport  during  the  same 
dates.  On  May  29  Col.  Caufield  had  two  large  trout. 
There  were  three  salmon  killed  on  May  29,  and 
several  lost.  Some  of  our  local  gentlemen  had 
enormous  takes  of  fish  on  the  May  Fly  during  last 
week.  The  May  Fly  is  up  in  abundance,  and  there 
was  never  such  a  prospect  of  good  fishing.  The 
fly  is  up  far  earlier  than  usual,  so  that  intending 
visitors  should  avail  themselves  of  an  early  start. — 
Thomas  Natjghter. 

Lough  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel).— Mr.  F.  Keizer 
on  May  29  killed  two  fine  salmon  weighing  71b.  and 
611b.,  also  over  a  score  of  trout  weighing  101b.  ; 
May  30,  sixteen  trout,  weighing  91b. ;  May  31,  one 
salmon  and  nine  trout,  vyeighing  61b.  Messrs.  Dixon, 
Tompkinson  and  Coleman,  Liverpool,  had  an 
average  of  ten  trout  each  per  day  for  the  last  five 
days,  all  caught  by  the  May  Fly.  Mr.  H.  Bicknell 
on  May  30  killed  eight  trout  weighing  81b. ;  on 
May  31,  fifteen  trout  weighing  121b.  Mr.  A.  K. 
Mellor,  London,  on  May  30,  nine  trout  weighing  71b., 
did  not  go  out  till  near  2  p.m.;  May  31,  eleven 
trout,  71b.  Mr.  McGuire,  London,  May  30,  six 
trout  weighing  51b.;  May  31,  nine  trout  weighing 
61b.  There  has  not  been  a  better  week  on  the 
Corrib  for  some  years ;  the  weather  is  at  present 
very  favourable,  light  winds  for  dapping.  Mr. 
Keizer  captured  the  first  salmon  in  these  waters 
this  season. — -T.  F.  N. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  shown  much  improvement ;  salmon,  peal, 
and  sea  trout  are  arriving,  the  last-mentioned  in 
good  numbers.  The  Inny  and  Cummeragh  are  still 
too  low  for  successful  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).  —  There  were  fishing 
from  this  hotel  during  the  week  —  Col.  Durrant, 
Col.  Tidmarsh,  Col.  Lawrence,  Messrs.  P.  Lawrence 
and  A.  Lawrence.  The  largest  take  of  fish  within 
one  week  for  many  years  yas  captured.  Most  of 
the  trout  were  small,  but  several  nice  specimens 
were  landed.  Mr.  P.  Lawrence  had  an  8Jlb.  and 
a  71b.  trout.  Col.  Lawrence  a  61b.  trout,  and  Col. 
Durrant  a  4|lb.  trout.  The  May  Fly  has  com- 
menced now  on  Lough  Mask,  and  excellent  sport 
may  be  experienced  for  the  next  fortnight. — M. 
Walsh. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Beyond 
for  their  general  excellence  there  is  not  much  to 
report  concerning  these  fishings  this  week,  the  only 
discordant  circumstances  being  boisterous  winds  on 
two  or  three  days  interfering  with  full  time  being 
made.  The  May  Fly  being  fully  up  on  both  lakes, 
"dapping"  is  responsible  for  the  records,  Corrib 
for  the  present  giving  the  best  average.  The 
following  are  the  baskets  of  anglers  fishing  from 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel.  Mr.  Duncan,  on  May  24, 
four  trout,  4|lb.,  best  2Jlb. ;  May  25,  twelve 
trout,  7Jlb.,  best  lib.  3oz. ;  May  26,  eight 
trout, '91b.,  best  21b.;  May  27,  seven  trout  7|-lb., 
best  21b.  2oz. ;  May  28,  nine  trout,  8|lb.,best  l-^b. ; 
May  30,  seven  trout,  101b.,  two  best  4Jlb.  and  31b. ; 
May  24,  Mr.  Williams,  three  trout,  Iflb. ;  May  25, 
eight  trout,  5|lb.,  best  IJlb.  ;  May  26,  five  trout, 
2|lb. ;  May  27,  two  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  May  28,  three 
trout,  31b.,  best  l|lb. ;  May  29,  four  trout,  51b., 
best  lib.  13oz, :  May  30,  five  trout,  ^lh.,  best 
l^lb. ;  May  24,  Mr.  Tyrell,one  trout,  lib.  ;  May  25, 
ten  trout,  51b. ;  May  26,  six  trout,  4|lb.,  best 
1  lb.  3oz. ;  May  27,  three  trout,  21b. ;  May  28,  four 
trout,  4|lb.,  best  2Jlb. ;  May  29,  three  trout,  31b., 
best  IJlb. ;  May  30,  twelve  trout,  171b.,  best 
21b.  2oz.  ;  May  25,  Mr.  Arundel,  eight  trout,  51b., 
best  Iflb.;  May  26,  five  trout,  4pb.,  best  l^lb. ; 
May  27,  two  trout,  Iflb.  ;  May  28,  five  trout,  61b., 
best  Iflb.  ;  May  29,  four  trout,  5|lb.,  best  21b.  2oz. ; 
May  30,  seven  trout,  9 Jib.,  best  21b.  ;  May  28, 
General  Sir  Henry  Tuson  and  Captain  Tuson, 
thirteen  trout,  7Jlb.,  best  lib.  loz.  ;  May  29, 
four  trout,  31b.  ;  May  30,  thirteen  trout,  best  3Jlb. 
Several  fish  were  returned  to  the  water.  The 
artificial  May  Fly,  as  well  as  the  natural,  has  been 
found  taking.  A  91b.  trout  reported  trolling  on 
Mask.— G.  A. 

Lough  MelviUi — Trouting  was  very  fair  generally 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  anglers  fishing  the 
lake  took  nice  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout, 
containing  from  nine  to  fifteen  fish. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  good  at  brown  trout  during  the  last 
few  days  on  all  the  above  waters,  the  best  baskets 
being  had  in  the  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order 
with  south  winds.  Fishing  last  week  was  good. 
Captain  B.  Lynch  got  four  salmon  one  day,  and 
Mr.  Scroop  got  two  on  May  28,  and  Mr.  J.  Garvey 
got  two  on  May  28.  Mr.  H.  C.  Grove  got  one  on 
May  29,  121b.,  and  hooked  some  more.  Fishing  on 
the  lakes  was  fair  during  the  last  few  days,  some 
salmon  being  taken  witn  some  good  baskets  of 
trout.  Grilse  are  running  up  just  now  in  fair 
numbers  and  good  sport  is  expected. — John 
Devebs. 
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Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  at  present  mild,  with  showers 
of  rain  and  a  nice  south  wind.  The  following 
gentlemen  fishing  the  Moy  at  Ballina  had  some  nice 
sport:  Capt.  B.  Ljoich,  three  salmon,  121b.,  121b., 
131b. ;  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Soroope,  two  salmon, 
11  lb.,  121b. ;  Mr.  John  Garvey,  two  salmon,  11  lb., 
131b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Watt,  two  grilse,  41b.,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Grove,  one  salmon,  121b.  The  above  salmon 
were  got  on  a  fly  called  the  Golden  Goshawk. 
Mr.  J.  Arkle,  fishing  the  lough,  and  staying 
at  Clarke's  Hotel,  had  two  salmon,  101b.  and 
111b.,  and  two  grilse,  41b.  and  61b.  Some  good 
takes  of  trout  were  got,  ranging  from  21b.  to  41b. 
Mr.  A.  Browne  and  friend  had  six  jack,  61b.,  71b., 
8^1b.,  111b.,  le^lb.,  and  221b.  Loughs  Talt  and 
Callow  fished  well  for  trout.  Mr.  Bondon  had  the 
best  day  on  Lough  Callow — thirty-seven  trout.  The 
white  trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Moy  on  June  1. 
The  recent  showers  are  sure  to  bring  in  fresh  salmon 
and  trout,  and  improve  angling. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  fishing  for  the  past 
week  on  the  whole  was  fair.  There  was  some  very 
nice  trout  taken  under  the  weir  by  both  dry  and 
wet  fly,  also  a  few  salmon  peal  on  worms,  and 
there  would  be  a  lot  more  got  if  only  fresh  shrimps 
could  be  had.  One  gentleman  hooked  a  large  salmon 
on  fine  drawn  cast  and  dry-fly  at  6  p.m.,  and  lost 
him  at  9.30  p.m.;  they  played  him  the  last  half- 
hour  with  lantern  light.  The  May  Fly  are  plentiful 
on  the  water,  and  only  for  a  downpour  of  rain  on 
May  28  a  lot  of  local  anglers  intended  trying  their 
luck  among  the  big  trout  on  Lough  Ree.  Next 
week  we  hope  to  have  good  takes  there  if  only  there 
are  clouds  and  wind. — F.  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  again  very 
fine,  water  in  good  order.  On  the  Summerhill 
fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  141b. 
On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham  killed  two 
salmon,  IVflb.,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  one 
salmon,  171b. ;  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham  two  salmon,  141b., 
141b.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  19^1b. ;  Mrs  E.  T.  Ingham  one  salmon, 
15 Jib.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  W.  M.  Plevins  killed 
two  salmon,  81b.  and  17Jlb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  W. 
Turner  killed  three  salmon,  101b.,  141b.,  21  lb. ;  Mr. 
W.  C.  Jones  two  salmon,  171b.,  SJlb. — John  En- 
bight  AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— I  am 
glad  to  have  to  report  that  the  Green  Drake  season 
just  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  the  best  enjoyed 
on  this,  the  Killaloe  end  of  Lough  Derg,  for  about 
ten  years.  The  rise  of  the  fly  was  particularly  good, 
also  the  immense  quantities  of  trout  that  were  to 
be  met  in  all  parts  of  the  lake.  On  May  17,  Mr. 
Malpass,  of  Manchester,  bagged  eight  trout,  131b. ; 
on  May  18,  sixteen  trout,  281b.  ;  on  May  19,  Mr. 
Malpaas  and  Mr.  John  Button,  ten  trout,  121b.' ;  on 
May  20,  eight  trout,  11  lb. ;  on  May  21,  Mr.  Button, 
two  trout,  largest  4ilb. ;  on  May  17,  Mr.  George 
Burgess  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Walton  had  two  fish,  61b. ; 
on  May  18,  four,  91b.,-  on  May  19,  eight,  121b.,  one 
3|lb. ;  on  May  20,  seven,  11  lb. ;  on  May  21,  eight, 
141b.;  on  May  22,  ten,  221b.;  up  to  yesterday 
(May  31 ),  bags  varying  from  six  to  eight  trout  daily, 
each  weighing  about  101b.  to  121b.  Messrs.  George 
and  Alf  Hurley  have  also  been  fortunate  on  the  lake, 
and  in  a  day  or  two  they  will  be  trying  their  luck 
among  the  grilse  on  my  preserves  near  the  White 
Foam. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (SInllingar).  

On  May  22  the  wind,  which  had  so  persistently 
stuck  in  the  east  point  for  over  a  fortnight,  veered 
to  the  south,  and  many  of  us  wished  it  back  again 
because  it  blew  so  hard.  We  thought  it  would  be 
better  value  to  chance  dapping  with  east  wind  than 
to  be  practically  land  bound  altogether.  This  con- 
tinued with  very  small  intervals  for  fishing  until 
the  afternoon  of  May  29.  On  May  24  a  lull  in  the 
storm  came  for  awhile  and  some  good  baskets  were 
obtained;  and  on  May  26  Mr.  W.  Meares,  the 
captor  of  the  261b.  trout — now  on  view  at  the 
Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court- 
fishing  in  a  sheltered  bay  got  a  real  beauty  of  81b. 
(I  saw  it  weighed),  as  also  three  other  nice  fish. 
My  own  best  performance  was  a  take  of  three  trout 
weighing  6Jlb.  Trout  were  greatly  in  evidence,  and 
anglers  were  fully  convinced  that  there  is  an 
abundant  stock.  I  may  mention  that  on  May  30 
it  was  quite  calm.  Reports  from  Lough  Berravaragh 
were  very  satisfactory,  notwithstanding  the  very 
unsuitable  weather. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (May  27).— The  pursuit  of  Stockalper 
trout  m  their  May  Fly  moments  has  been  about  all 
the  higher  angling  heard  of  lately,  when,  to 
borrow  from  "  the  other  side,"  it  was  often  found 
that  the  fish  were  not  to  be  humbugged  by  store 
May  bugs  of  the  more  important  kind.  On  two  or 
three  occasions  I  looked  up  different  stretches  of 
that  water  and  found  it  best  and  clearest  in  the 
upper  reaches.    Lower  down  in  the  deeps  it  looked 


at  times  thick  enough  to  float  any  artificial,  but  was 
not,  yet  some  of  the  nice  fisli  lying  close  by  the 
banks,  where  it  was  clearer,  were  got  with  well 
greased  Halford's  little  Champions,  sometimes 
trimmed  to  shape  and  used  after  the  dry  fly  manner. 
On  May  24  there  was  a  biting  cold  bise  blowing,  yet 
flies  were  plenty,  and  in  the  calm  warmth  of  the 
25th  they  came  thick  and  fast,  sailing  like  yachts  or 
fluttering  like  locusts,  when  the  numerous  trout, 
spotted  in  two  senses,  were  often  observed  to  let 
five  or  six  pass  between  each  one  taken  from  the 
mixed  and  noisy  crowd  of  swifts  and  swallows 
"winnowing  the  air,"  or  most  deftly  picking  them 
off  the  water.  Natural  flies  being  so  numerous, 
artificial  ones,  with  their  imperfect  and  brief  flota- 
tion, mostly  lying  on  their  beam  ends,  would  .  be 
rarely  accepted.  Those  curly-winged  ones,  too, 
were  responsible  for  giving  one's  casting  line  a  lively 
rope-walk  twist  in  the  effort  to  dry  them.  On  the 
whole,  when  one  had  the  luck  of  a  few  fish  of  ten 
inches  or  a  foot,  there  was  cause  to  be  thankful. 
There  still  remains  to  be  invented  a  deadly  form  of 
light  floating  May  Fly  which  will  cock  well  and  stand 
casting.  In  the  thick  of  the  rise  a  lusty  trout,  which 
had  refused  many  a  fine  May  Fly,  fell  a  victim  to 
an  oiled  Coch-y-Bondhu.  Why  should  not  grass- 
hoppers and  beetles  also  prove  persuasive  ?    I  have 

just  heard  that  twice  lately  Mr.  Be  W  has 

caught  ten  trout  in  the  Stockalper,  and  each  time 
the  eight  largest  weighed  41b.,  the  largest  of  the  lot 
weighing  1  lb.  This  is  a  good  catch  for  that  stream. 
— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  have  furnished  good 
sport  during  the  last  few  days.  Bottom  fishers  have 
done  well  at  gurnard.  Rock  fishers  have  had  fair 
sport  at  wrasse  and  black  pollack  at  several  places. 
— T.  J.  B. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Sport  has  proved  somewhat 
better  recently,  numbers  of  dogfish  being  daily  in 
evidence,-,  and  pollack  in  considerable  numbers 
falling  victims  to  various  lures.  '  Buring  the  periods 
of  slack  water  great  quantities  of  small  pouting 
have  been  taken  daily,  but  flatfish  of  all  kinds  are 
extremely  scarce.  On  Thursday,  May  25,  some 
decent  mixed  bags  were  made  by  all  present, 
and  Mr.  Bushnell's  catch  included  a  21b. 
pollack.  On  the  following  day  general 
results  were  equally  satisfactory,  Mr.  Bunstone 
capturing  two  pollack  in  addition  to  a  fair  miscel- 
laneous catch.  Mr.  Turner,  baiting  with  ragworms, 
secured  some  pollack  on  Saturday,  May  27,  and  on 
the  same  date  Mr.  McCann  took  two  on  brandlings. 
Mr.  Waddell  had  three  dogfish  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, and  in  the  course  of  the  day  a  great  number 
of  pouting  and  a  few  codling  and  dabs  were  cauglit. 
A  large  number  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on 
May  29,  including  Messrs.  Turner,  Philp,  Gushing, 
Messenger,  Band.  Swanson,  Larkman,  Branscombe, 
J .  B.  Watts,  C.  Harvey,  M.  Browne,  and  F.  Puckridge, 
and  the  heaviest  catch  of  the  day  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  Branscombe  who  took  eight  dogfish 
upon  herring  bait.  Mr.  Waddell's  early  morning 
catch  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  included  five  dogfish, 
and  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Philp  and  Mr.  Brans- 
combe each  made  a  good  bag  of  the  same  species  ; 
but  Mr.  Turner  and  several  others  met  with  scant 
success  among  the  pollack,  and  the  number  of 
pouting  fell  far  below  the  average.  Though  the 
weather  and  water  left  nothing  to  be  desired  on 
Wednesday  (May  31),  the  fishing  returns  on  that 
day  panned  out  very  badly  until  evening  hours, 
when  a  fair  amount  of  sport  was  experienced.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Stout  and  Mr.  Newell  were  the  only  fresh 
arrivals  on  this  day.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Fair  sport,  weather  fine.  Mr.  Hanley 
(B.S.A.S.),  three  catches— twelve  pollack  (41b.  to 
111b.),  nine  gurnard,  twenty  bream,  one  conger, 
one  tub.  Capt.  Rollason  (B.S.A.S.),  on  May  27, 
seven  pollack,  total  weight,  28ilb. ;  one  crawfish, 
7  Jib.  ;  one  ling,  101b.  ;  four  bream,  81b. ;  six  pout- 
ing ;  one  mackerel ;  three  cuckoos.  Capt.  Becherleg, 
two  very  large  cod,  and  about  thiity  various  good 
size  pouting,  bream,  and  whiting.  Boatman  Craft, 
on  May  24,  forty-three  bream,  two  pollack,  one 
ling  (201b.),  two  conger.  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray  and  boat- 
man, five  catches — two  ling,  fifty-five  whiting, 
sixty  bream,  three  dogfish,  one  ray,  two  pollack, 
five  mackerel,  two  cuckoos,  three  scad,  fifteen 
poutmg,  and  fifty  various  small  fish,  and  on  May 
30  had  fifteen  pollack,  some  ranging  to  151b.  weight, 
wu^^^  b'^sana.six  gurnard,  two  dogfish,  four  wrasse. 
Whiffing  for  pollack,  moderate  sport;  rod  fishing 
from  piers,  fair  sport  with  poUack.— J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S. ). 

Plymouth. — In  the  month  of  June  we  generally 
expect  all  fishing  operations  to  be  in  full  swing,  and 
yachtsmen  are  on  the  move,  and  their  trammels, 
otter  trawls,  deep-sea  lines,  mackerel  railing  Hues, 
and  pollack  drift  lines  are  now  in  requisition.  The 
pollack  are  coming  closer  inshore,  and  the  bass  are 


entering  the  harbours  and  estuaries,  and  can  be 
taken  either  by  rod  and  line.s  from  boats  or  from 
the  rocks  and  piers  around  our  coast.  This  class 
of  fishing  will  go  on  now  until  the  end  of  October. 
In  the  harbours  where  there  is  mud  or  sand  soles 
and  the  various  kinds  of  flatfish,  which  are  now  in 
fine  condition,  can  be  caught.  Sea-bream  are  also 
now  in  their  prime.  I  have  just  had  a  letter  from 
Mr.  James  Briggs,  of  5,  Victoria- cottages,  Babba- 
combe,  Torquay,  in  which  he  says :  "  Whilst  fi.shing 
from  a  boat  off  Watcombe  I  hooked  and  successfully 
landed  a  fine  turbot  of  161b.  For  such  a  fish  to  be 
caught  on  an  ordinary  pollack  line  with  one  of  your 
india-rubber  sand-eel  baits  beats  anything  within 
the  recollection  of  the  oldest  fisherman. " — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — ^Anglers  have  had  a  very  good  week 
both  of  weather  and  sport.  From  the  Iron  Pier 
good  codling,  flatfish  (and  a  few  bass)  have  been 
had  in  considerable  numbers,  Messrs.  Williams, 
White,  and  Tanton  being  the  most  successful  of  the 
many  anglers  fishing  there;  from  the  West  Pier 
codling,  whiting,  pout,  and  conger  eels  have  been 
taken  by  all,  including  three  or  four  lady  anglers. 
To  Mr.  Lake  premier  honours  of  the  pier  are  due, 
his  takes  amounting  to  three  or  four  score  nightly. 
Many  boats  have  been  out,  and  have  all  done  well, 
some  having  as  many  as  eight  score  of  large  codling 
and  dabs.  On  May  28  Mr.  B.  Pine  had  a  very  fine 
take  of  codling  and  good  dabs,  includiag  a  plaice 
of  over  31b.  Week-end  prospects  are  very  good. — 
Grey  Mullett. 

Weymouth.— Fishing  is  improving  here  just 
lately,  and  some  very  fair  catches  have  been  had. 
The  Ferry  Bridge  is  still  affording  good  sport,  and 
between  the  bridges  there  are  swarms  of  small 
pollack,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  recorded. 
Last  week,  W.  Moggeridge,  W.A.A.,  in  two  hours' 
fishing  took  ten  large  dogfish,  one  skate,  and  fifty- 
two  silver  whiting,  besides  others,  fishing  out  in  the 
bay.  The  water  has  been  smooth  and  very  favour- 
able for  boat  fishing.  Mackerel  are  still  being  taken 
on  the  hook,  also  pollack  and  pouting  in  good 
numbers.  On  Monday  night  a  local  boatman, 
named  Samways,  succeeded  in  gaffing  a  bass  of  7  Jib. 
which  was  swimming  under  a  boat  in  the  harbour. 
He  tried  for  the  second  one,  but  it  got  away. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.  A.  A.). 


NORWAY  WEATHER  REPORTS. 


The  telegrams  received  this  morning  (May  29) 
from  the  various  principal  angling  districts  in 
Norway  are  as  follows  "  Namsen  Bistrict :  Nam- 
sen  river  rather  big,  salmon  appearing  near  Namsos." 
"  Trondhjem  Bistrict :  Gula  river  low,  weather  cold 
yet,  some  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  river  near  the 
mouth."  "  Bergen  Bistrict :  Last  week,  cold,  to-day, 
warmer ;  sport  on  the  Forde  river  and  Etne  river 
(two  of  the  early  salmon  rivers  in  Norway)  good." 
"  Mandal  Bistrict :  Cold  all  last  week,  temperature 
rising  now,  raining."  These  reports  appear  to  be 
in  every  way  satisfactory.  I  decidedly  like  the 
report  about  fish  appearing  in  the  Namsos  district, 
as  this  means  that  at  least  within  ten  days  fishing 
should  be  general  on  the  Namsen,  especially  on  the 
best  beats  at  and  about  Grande  and  Vibstad. — 
James  Bowell,  Lumley  House. 


UssociaUotts,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  June  5,  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  Barbican,  E.C.  Enrolment  of  societies 
can  be  considered  and  made  at  that  meeting,  which 
will  enable  them  to  receive  the  new  privilege  tickets 
by  the  opening  day  of  the  season.  Applications  for 
enrolment  can  also  be  made  at  the  next  delegate 
meeting  on  June  19. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  was  chairman  at  our  meeting  on 
May  24,  when  there  was  a  somewhat  small  attend- 
ance, on  account,  no  doubt,  of  the  proximity  of 
the  annual  general  meeting.  Two  new  members 
were  elected  and  a  nomination  for  membership  was 
handed  in.  A  list  of  names  for  membership  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  opened,  and  a 
good  beginning  was  made.  After  transacting  a  few 
routine  matters  the  meeting  closed  with  the  usual 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  Several  members 
visited  the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  fishery 
this  last  week-end,  and  reported  having  seen  large 
shoals  of  fine  roach,  dace,  etc.  Perch  also  have 
increased,  and  there  are  some  worth  catching  in  the 
water,  and  certainly  prospects  are  favourable  for  a 
successful  season.  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  has  had  some 
nice  samples  of  dace  fly-fishing  last  thing  in  the 
evening,  the  Zulu  proving  the  most  attractive  lure  ; 
and  chub  up  to  21b.,  which  he  has  returned. — E.  B. 


392 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  3,  1905 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  took  the  chair  on  Wednesday. 
Reports  as  to  the  fishing  on  the  stations  were  read 
from  the  agents  at  Newton-by-the-Sea,  Blakeney, 
Walton-on-the-Naze,  Herne  Bay,  Seaford,  Brighton, 
Parkstone,    Plymouth,    East    Looe,  Penzance, 
Aberdovey,     Barmouth,     Llandudno,     Isle  of 
Man,    Dunfanaghy,    and    Knightstown,  Valencia 
Island,  sea  angling  throughout  being  in  full  swing 
and  many  good  catches  chronicled.    Mr.  Hearder, 
of  Plymouth,  had  sent  up  a  very  nicely  mounted 
case   of   specimens    of   the   rubber  worm  baits 
now  coming  into  universal  use  to  the  westward. 
Seven  specimens  of  mostly  rare  fish  taken  in  the 
Irish  Sea  at  a  depth  of  forty  fathoms  were  exhibited 
in  formalin  and  added  to  the  society's  museum. 
They  were  given  by  one  of  the  society's  new  and 
scientific   mernbers,  and  were  received  with  the 
manifestation  of  much  interest.    Business  having 
been  disposed  of,  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  assumed  the 
chair,  calling  upon  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde  to  open  the 
subject,  "  Bait-casting  from  Rods,"  being  a  part  of 
that  named  for  the  evening,  "  Tackle  for  Surface 
Fishing."    It  was  dealt  with  very  tentatively,  the 
speaker  disowning  any  'very  special  knowledge  of 
the  subject.    He  backed  it  up,  however,  with 
specimens  of  rods,  lines,  leads,  reels,  hooks,  and 
baits  used  for  surface  fishing  from  boats.  Messrs. 
Powell,    Bates,   Holbrow,    Summers,   Dr.  Murie, 
and  the  chairman  added  their  knowledge  of  the 
subject.     Mr.    Summers  then    dealt  with  tackle 
for  bass  fishing.  -  A  supple  rod,  long,  but  not 
too  long,  traces  of  gut  or  wire  of  from  Gft.  to 
9ft.,  a  line  as  elastic  as  could  be  secured,  plenty 
of  it  out,  to   stand  rushes.     For  live   bait  he 
recommended  large  hooks  with  prawn,  and  sand-eel 
smaller  ones  must  be  used.     Specimens  of  rods, 
tackle,  and  baits  were  handed  round.    Mr.  Boyton 
and  others  added  much  valuable  information.  The 
discussion  had  become  so  interesting  that  insuffi- 
cient time  was  left  for  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  for  remarks 
on  •'  Tackle  for  Other  Surface  FeedingFish."  Never- 
theless, he  gave  much  information  in  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Minchin  described  in  his  own  masterly  way  the 
great  distinction  between  American  big  fish  angling 
and  our  English  mode.    We  bring  the  fish  to  us, 
and  kill  it  as  quickly  as  we  can  safely  do  so.  The 
American,  on  the  contrary,  follows  his  big  fish  even 
all  day,  and  only  kills  when  entire  exhaustion  has 
set  in.    He  preferred  our  English  mode.  Thanks 
all  round  were  voted  upon  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Connellan,  and  it  was  announced  that  next  Wed- 
nesday the  consideration  of  fishing  stations  would 
be  resumed — Chat  Hill,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Brinckman ; 
Bridport,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker ;  and  Lerwick,  Mr.  E. 
M.  Mallett.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  presiding. 
Fishing  reports  were  made  as  follows : — Mr.  Begernie 
(at  Brighton),  numerous  flatfish  of  small  size, 
missing  some  large  ones,  however,  through  defective 
hooks;  Messrs.  Dryden,  Salisbury,  Vincent  and 
Shackell  (at  Leigh),  about  120  various  fish,  princi- 
pally plaice ;  Mr.  Birch  also  had  taken  about  251b. 
plaice  and  flounders  at  Leigh,  this  gentleman  giving 
moreover  very  important  information  respecting 
the  capture  of  a  salmon,  some  18in.,in  length,  off 
the  "  Knock "  buoy.  Mr.  Isaacs  reported  small 
trout  —  at  Hertford  —  returned.  The  appointed 
discussion  for  the  evening  on  "  Angling  Prospects 
of  the  Coming  Season"  proved  to  be  very  enter- 
taining, and  it  is  hoped  useful,  the  following  gentle- 
men, amongst  others,  taking  part: — Messrs.Begernie, 
Bentley,  Gilbert,  Lee,  Isaacs,  Orpin,  Salisbury, 
Higgs,  Hurren,  Merritt,  Harris,  Thompson,  Dr. 
Ladell  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard.  The  general  con- 
clusion seemed  to  be  that  although  1904  had  been 
poor  in  results,  prospects  for  the  current  season 
were  very  hopeful,  especially  at  the  society's  Wrays- 
bury  water.  Future  fishing  outings  to  Worcester- 
shire and  to  Newhaven  were  discussed,  and  in 
conriection  with  the  latter  outing  Mr.  Isaacs  offered 
a  prize ;  details,  however,  were  left  for  future  con- 
sideration. There  were  several  applications  for 
membership,  and  one  nomination— ballot  on  June  13. 
Attention  was  called  to  smoking  concert  on  Tuesday 
next  (June  6),  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a 
large  attendance.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  brought  to 
a  close  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
'"  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  on  May  30, 
under  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer's  genial  presidency. 
Several  applications  for  membership  were  received, 
and  one  gentleman  nominated.  Some  good  fishing 
reports  were  handed  in,  one  from  Mr.  H.  S. 
Saunders  saying  that  he  took  two  brace  of  trout  on 
the  Chess  on  May  27.  These  were  all  over  the  limit, 
but  only  a  brace  were  retained.  There  was  a  capital 
rise  of  fly.   Black  Gnat  probably,    but    it  was 


difficult  to  deceive  the  trout  with  even  the  best 
imitations.  The  Alder  was  up  in  great  numbers, 
but,  strange  to  say,  the  trout  did  not  seem 
to  be  taking  these.  Messrs.  Woodruff,  Cliasteney, 
Eldred,  and  others,  however,  took  fish,  but  most  of 
them  had  to  go  back.  Messrs.  Gray  and  Woodruff 
paid  a  visit  to  Leigh  and  took  some  very  nice  flat- 
fish. A  visit  to  this  place  later  on  would  will  repay 
one,  for  they  yield  good  sport  with  fine  tackle.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Thonger  has  kindly  arranged  to  give  lessons 
I  chanced  on  an  old  copy  of  the  Evening  Standard 
(date,  April  20),  and  I  found  an  interesting  para- 
in  fly  casting  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  afternoon 
next.  Committee  meeting  at  7  prompt  on  Tuesday. 
— Hon.  Sec, 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
last  Wednesday.  The  outings  for  the  coming  season 
were  arranged,  and  dates  fixed.  Mr.  A.  H.  M. 
Greenhill  [read  a  very  delightful  paper  on  tackles 
and  baits  .'to  use  on  various  rivers,  and  lhanded 
round  a  series  of  photographs  of  spots  he  had  fished, 
with  swims  clearly  defined,  for  the  benefit  of 
members  present,  and  told  of  new  baits  he  had 
used  with  success  for  chub  and  roach.  Several 
members  have  been  trout  fishing,  Mr.  H.  Dunn 
scoring  with  one  fish,  21b.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  Westrup 
with  one  of  41b.  12oz.,  taken  on  the  fly. — Sec, 
p7'o  tern. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
At  Monday's  meeting  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  occupied 
the  chair.  A  telegram  was  read  from  Newbury, 
headquarters,  to  the  effect  that  the  May  Fly  was 
well  up  on  the  Kennet,  but  that  the  trout  were  not 
then  taking.  By  the  time,  however,  these  lines  are 
in  print  the  rise  will  be  well  on,  on  both  the 
Kennet  and  Lambourn.  There  was  no  sport  to 
record  from  Newbury.  The  weed  cutting 
on  the  Lambourn  [had  made  the  fish  some- 
what shy,  and  though  several  members  were 
down  for  the  week-end,  little  was  done, 
the  fish  coming  very  short.  The  Rev.  G.  E. 
Mackie  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a  visit  he 
had  paid  to  Blagdon  reservoir.  He  fished  three 
days,  partly  from  the  bank  and  partly  from  boat. 
On  the  first  day,  angling  from  the  shore,  he  had  a 
blank.  The  morning  of  the  second  day  he  also  cast 
from  the  bank,  and  did  nothing.  In  the  afternoon, 
from  a  boat,  using  a  March  Brown,  he  creeled  a 
leash  of  very  fine  fish,  the  respective  weights  being 
61b.  9oz.,  61b.  (5oz.,  [and  41b.  2.oz.  On  the  third 
day  from  the  bank  he  killed  a  brace  scaling  exactly 
81b.  At  Uxbridge  the  fish  had  been  smutting,  but 
Dr.  Thomson  secured  a  nice  fish  of  21b.  4oz.,  and 
the  chairrnan  a  still  better  one  of  31b.  IJoz.  On  a 
privatejpart  of  the  Colne  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  besides 
some  nice  trout,  landed  and  returned  four  other 
kinds  of  fish  with  the  fly. — Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern, 

Walsall  Fountain  Angling  Club. 
This  society  held  its  annual  dinner  on  Thursday, 
May  25,  the  first  of  what  the  members  hope  will  be 
a  long  series  of  similar  events.  The  members  met 
in  goodly  numbers  at  Wright's  Dining  Rooms, 
Park-street,  and  sat  down  to  a  good  dinner  well 
served,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done.  When 
the  cloths  had  been  removed,  an  interesting  and 
enjoyable  programme  of  songs,  toasts,  papers,  etc., 
was  listened  to,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Osbaldeston,  a  vice-president  of  the  club.  Mr.  H. 
Gregson  occupied  the  vice-chair.  After  the  loyal 
toast  had  been  given  and  duly  honoured,  the  chair- 
man gave  his  opening  speech,  touching  upon 
various  types  of  anglers  in  a  most  interesting  and 
humorous  fashion,  and  giving  instances  from  his 
own  experiences  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  A  very 
interesting  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  D.  G.  Page  on 
sea  fishing,  specially  in  relation  to  bass,  their  habits 
and  haunts,  and  the  best  methods  to  be  used  in 
fishing  for  them.  An  amusing  item  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  a  song  composed  for  the  occa.sion  by 
Mr.  B.  J.  Hughes,  which  was  well  received  by  the 
company  present.  The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Suc- 
cess to  the  Club,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Gregson, 
who  spoke  particularly  on  the  history  of  the  fishing 
rights  held  by  the  club.  Mr.  J.  Hayes,  an  old 
member  of  the  society,  replied  on  behalf  of  the 
club.  The  following  items  completed  the  pro- 
gramme: Pianoforte  solo,  Mr.  B.  Hughes;  song, 
"  Queen  of  the  Earth,"  Mr.  T.  Vigus ;  song,  "  When 
Other  Lips  and  Other  Hearts,"  Mr.  J.  Taylor; 
song;  "  To-morrow  will  be  Friday,"  Mr.  R.  Osbald- 
eston. Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  host 
followed,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  company  singing  "  God^Save  the 
King." 

Watford  Piscators. 
The  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Maiden 
Hotel,  Watford,  on  May  26,  the  president,  Mr. 
W.  T.  Boydell,  in  the  chair.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  sound  financial 
position.    Ttie  hon.  sec.  and  hon.  treasurer  were  re- 


elected. The  committee  was  elected  as  follows  : — 
Messrs.  W.  T.  Boydell,  sen.,  E.  F.  Eden,  J.  P. 
Taylor,  J.  Hodgins,  Frank  W.  Parkes,  F.  Palmer, 
0.  E.  Allen,  H.  Sedgwick,  R.  G.  Robinson,  and  A. 
Masser.  Messrs.  F.  Palmer  and  A.  Hodgins  amused 
the  company  by  giving  a  short  lantern  entertain- 
ment, some  of  the  views  of  the  society's  waters  and 
rnembers  fishing  were  really  excellent.  The  prize 
list  was  considerably  augmented  by  the  new  mem- 
bers. The  most  important  part  of  the  meeting 
was  the  altemtion  of  Rule  12.  The  old  Rule  12 
reads  as  follows  : — The  season  to  be  :  Trout,  April  I 
to  Sept.  30;  jack,  Sept.  1  to  the  last  day  of 
February  ;  other  fish,  June  16  to  March  14.  The 
new  Rule  12,  which  was  carried  unanimously,  is  : — 
The  season  to  be  :  Trout,  April  1  to  Sept.  30  ;  jack, 
Sept.  1  to  the  last  day  of  February,  "  except  that 
it  be  permissible  to  take  jack,  in  the  waters  above 
the  five  arches  only,  of  any  size  and  at  any  time 
during  the  fishing  season  "  ;  other  fish,  June  16  to 
March  14.  This  will  make  the  upper  waters  of  the 
society  one  of  the  finest  trout  streams  in  Hertford- 
shire. Mr.  R.  G.  Robinson,  of  St.  Albans,  prcrmised 
to  give  100  trout  to  start  the  restocking,  and  the 
society  propose  to  put  another  200  or  300  in  after 
the  jack  have  been  exterminated.  The  proceedings 
terminated  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
president. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


There  is  considerable  variety  of  opinion  among 
microscopists  concerning  the  minute  structure  and 
the  development  of  fish  scales,  but,  on  the  whole, 
there  is  agreement  concerning  the  main  features. 
With  regard  to  the  relation  between  scales  and 
growth,  however,  there  are  some  who  entirely 
oppose  the  theory  of  Hofbauer  and  Thomson.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Brown,  of  St.  Andrews,  has  come  to  very 
different  conclusions  concerning  the  scales  of  cod, 
haddock,  and  whiting.  If  the  age  theory  be  true, 
the  scales  must  remain  on  the  fish  all  its  life,  in 
order  to  register  the  years,  and  as  it  is  known  that 
scales  when  lost  soon  grow  again,  the  question 
arises,  how  can  we  know  that  the  scales  have  been 
on  the  fish  since  its  youth  ?  The  fish  may  be 
twelve  years  old,  and  the  scale  only  three  years,  for 
instance.  Mr.  Brown  goes  further  than  this,  and 
states  that  the  cod,  haddock,  and  whiting  shed 
naturally  all  their  scales  every  year  after  the 
spawning  season.  He  finds  in  March  a  young  scale 
underlying  the  old  scale,  and  he  believes  that  this 
young  scale  develops  after  the  old  one  has  been 
shed.  He  does  not  mention  any  evidence  of  this. 
Mr.  Thomson  is  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  these 
small  scales,  but  he  takes  a  very  different  view  of 
their  meaning.  In  older  stages  of  the  fish  they  are 
almost  entirely  covered  by  the  larger,  regularly 
arranged  scales,  and  he  believes  they  either  remain 
small  or  disappear  altogether.  Mr.  Brown's  other 
criticism  that  scales  showing  different  numbers  of 
rings  may  be  obtained  from  different  parts  of  the 
fish  seems  to  be  based  on  a  misunderstanding.  It 
is  not  the  number  of  rings  which  show  the  periods 
of  growth,  but  the  number  of  zones  distinguished 
by  the  distances  between  successive  rings.  The 
latter  part  of  Mr.  Thomson's  paper  consists  of 
tables  showing  the  results  of  the  examination  of  a 
large  number  of  scales  in  a  large  number  of  fish, 
tables  which  give  evidence  of  the  most  patient 
industry.  Pollack  under  5in.  in  length  showed  only 
one  annual  ring,  and  are  judged  to  be  under  one 
year  old.  A  specimen  just  over  llin.  is  found  to  be 
two  years  old.  Specimens  in  their  third  year,  taken 
in  June  and  July,  were  from  14in.  to  15in.  long. — 
Fish  Trades  Gazette. 


A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  cutting 
from  the  Irish  Times  of  May  27  : — 

"  Angling  at  Waterville. 

"  Sir, — We  have  read  with  interest  and  astonish- 
ment the  report  in  your  issue  of  yesterday  of  the 
fishing  at  Waterville.  We  have  just  left  that  place, 
where  we  have  been  fishing  every  day  for  the  past 
fortnight,  so  we  claim  some  slight  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  and  the  sport,  not  only  of  ourselves,  but 
the  rest  of  the  few  who  were  fishing  there.  Twenty 
to  thirty  boats,  so  says  your  correspondent,  were  out 
daily.  We  question  whether  there  are  as  many  on 
the  lake,  and  on  no  day — in  the  past  fortnight — were 
there  more  than  six,  usually  less.  One  hears  of  all 
the  salmon  caught  on  the  lake,  and  if  the  total 
was  four,  it  is  an  outside  figure,  and  those  were  not 
killed  with  the  fly.  As  to  white  ^trout  on  Currane, 
we  believe  not  a  single  one  was  caught  during  the 
period  named.  As  to  Cloonaghlin,  we  believe  we 
are  correct  in  saying  that  it  has  only  been  fished 
twice  in  the  last  fortnight,  once  by  ourselves  and 
on  a  day  previously  by  two  rods,  and  on  eacl) 
occasion  only  a  few  small  brown  trout  were  bagged. 
— Yours,  etc.,  W.  F.  Bradley  Moobe,  Knutsford, 
Cheshire;  H.  F.  Hoyle,  Pott  Hall,  Macclesfield." 


June  3,  1905 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


393 


PFovlneial  flngllftg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

VVe  have  had  some  good  trout  fishing  weather 
since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded,  but  rain  is  now 
wanted  very  badly  to  liven  up  our  rivers  and  local 
streams.  Tiie  May  Fly  is  out  on  several  of  the  trout 
streams  near  to  Birmingham,  and  some  good  fish 
have  been  taken.  Tne  May  Fly  is  now  out  on  the 
Teme,  and  in  the  Ludlow  district  sport  has  been 
good ;  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  same 
ri^jer  in  the  Tenbury  district.  Some  of  our 
members  have  visited  Newnham  Bridge  and 
have  been  rewarded  with  good  baskets,  the 
river  at  this  place  is  in  excellent  condition ;  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  in  the  Eardington, 
Hampton  Lode,  and  Biidgnorth  districts  spoi  t  has 
been  fair,  but  the  fish  are  reported  to  run  small. 
The  best  fish  taken  of  late  have  been  those  from 
Witton  Reservoir,  two  of  the  subscribers,  namely, 
Mr.  J.  Hiist,  took  one  of  6^1b.  in  weight  in  splendid 
condition,  spiiming  with  small  spoon  bait,  and  Dr. 
Maberley  took  one  of  5Jlb.  This  water  has  been 
closed  for  some  few  years,  but  was  opened  some 
weeks  ago,  and  we  shall  no  doubt  hear  of  some  more 
good  fish  being  taken,  but  some  of  the  subscribers 
try  to  keep  their  catches  private.  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  society  formed  in  Birmingham  some 
three  years  ago  for  the  protection  of  the  River 
Avon  has  done  a  great  amount  to  improve  the 
fishing  of  the  river.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of 
the  society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
whe  a  report  was  presented  to  the  effect  that  all 
the  clubs  affiliated  had  paid  their  subscriptions  for 
the  year,  and  the  funds  were  in  a  very  healthy  con- 
dition, and  that  the  coarse  fishing  in  the  coming 
season  would,  through  the  supervision  over  the 
water,  be  better  than  in  the  past.  So  far  we  have 
a  grand  season  for  the  coarse  fish  to  get  through 
their  spawning  operations.  The  St.  Stephen's  club 
held  their  annual  concert  on  Wednesday  evening 
at  the  Salutation  Inn,  Snow  Hill.  The  affair 
was  an  all-iound  success,  being  well  attended. 
A  good  programme  was  got  through  to  the  satisfac- 
tiou  of  all  present. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

We  have  had  splendid  weather  for  angling  opera- 
tions in  this  district  for  the  past  week ;  but  owing 
to  the  want  of  rain,  sport  has  been  very  moderate 
on  most  waters,  and  very  few  fish  of  any  size  worth 
recording  have  been  taken, in  any  quarter.  The 
river  Hull,  in  particular.Jwants  freshening  up,  and 
the  lower  waters  are  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  one  of 
the  tributaries,  which  empties  its  waters  into  the 
river  in  the  city,  is  much  polluted,  causing 
thousands  of  flounders  to  be  killed  in  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Hull ;  consequently  the  worm 
fishermen  have  to  exercise  their  .operations  in  the 
havens  and  drains  that  communicate  with  the 
waters  of  the  River  Humber.  A  few  nice  trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  Driffield  streams,  and  odd 
ones  of  fair  size  in  the  Driffield  Canal  and  Froding- 
ham  Beck.  A  few  of  our  local  anglers  have  also 
done  fairly  well  in  Lincolnshire,  and  on  the  Bain, 
Freshney  and  Waithe  Beck,  some  fair-sized  fish  are 
reported  by  a  privileged  few. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

We  had  heavy  rain  in  this  district  on  May  27 
and  28,  and  the  streams  came  out  about  a  foot, 
and  are  now  at  a  good  height  for  evening  fishing. 
For  night  fishing  they  will  be  found  on  the  high 
side,  and  the  dams  will  be  the  best  spots  for  some 
little  time  to  come.  The  rain  has  brought  warmth, 
and  day  fishing  on  the  town  reaches  will  not  be  of 
much  good;  on  the  higher  ones  fairly  decent 
baskets  should  be  creeled  if  the  day  be  dull  and 
"fishy."  I  shall  expect  to  hear  that  the  httle 
freshet  of  May  S;8  has  enabled  a  §few  sea-trout  to 
run;  our  streams  are  not  early  ones  for  these 
fish,  but  the  first  run  are  invariably  good  ones.  I 
saw  a  splendid  lot  of  brown  trout  which  were  taken 
in  the  Kent  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week.  The 
heaviest  was  a  beauty  of  2ilb.,  and  another  pulled 
lib.  9oz.  Altogether  the  lot  numbered  seventeen, 
and  there  was  not  the  odd  one  under  ^Ib.  an  ex- 
ceptional lot.  Mr.  Park  had  a  nice  one  of  Ulb. 
Irom  the  same  stream  on  May  29.  On  Windermere 
the  May  Fly  is  to  be  seen  all  over  the  place,  but  so 
far  there  is  not  a  good  rise  of  trout  to  taem.  I  was 
up  there  on  May  27  when  there  was  an  enormous 
quantity  of  natural  food  on.  May  Flies,  Willow 
Flies,  Gnats,  Duns,  and  Alders  in  immense  num- 
bers, but  things  were  far  from  brisk.  Trout,  how 
ever,  do  not,  as  a  rule,  "  go  "  for  the  May  Fly  on 
Windermere  until  it  has  been  in  evidence  for  a  few 
days.  I  saw  a  few  heavy  fish  taking  this  fly  on 
Tuesday,  and  good  fish  will  be  killed. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  inter-club  match,  Clifton,  Robin  Hood,  and 
Openshaw  Central,  was  an  enjoyable  and  successful 
event.  Fishing  for  count  only,  the  former  caught 
205  fish,  and  the  latter  161  fish.  From  the  BoUin 
the  report  is  not  up  to  the  average  of  the  last  few 
weeks.  Bottom  fishing  has  not  been  very  good, 
but  the  evening  rise  was  fairly  good,  and  the  May 
Fly  is  expected  this  week-ead.  Empire  Day  at 
Liverpool  was  an  interesting  one.  The  Excel- 
siors officially  opened  the  new  pavilion ;  they 
had  a  distinguished  company,  and  afterwards 
had  a  match,  but  returning  all  the  fish. 
The  Nelson  Angling  Society  are  giving  their  share 
of  time  to  finishing  their  new  pavilion,  which  is  to  he 
comfortable  and  commodious.  News  is  abnormally 
quiet  at  Warrington.  The  local  association  is  con- 
tinually faced  with  some  interference  with  their 
waters,  but  generally  overcome  them.  Reservoir 
fishing  is  not  yet  very  satisfactory,  and  rain  is 
needed  to  freshen  them  up.  Our  rivers — Ribble, 
Lune,  and  Wyre,  with  their  tributarie? — are  all  in 
need  of  freshets,  and  although  plenty  of  fish  are  in 
evidence  they  are  not  feeding  at  all  freely. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  last  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  prosecution  in  this 
city  for  selling  coarse  fish  in  the  close  season.  Dealers 
have  for  years  repeatedly  transgressed  the  law,  but 
a  case  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  act 
fearlessly  in  the  matter.  The  Moss  Side  Socials 
had  a  good  meeting  last  Monday  and  completed 
arrangements  for  their  first  match  of  two  days 
at  Hartford.  It  will  be  a  three  hours'  contest,  and 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Marsh  will  be  in  charge  on  the 
two  days.  The  Welcomb  A.  S.,  Hulme,  will  open 
their  match  programme  at  Northwich  with  a  three 
hours'  contest,  Mr.  Unwin  officiating  as  referee. 
Next  Monday  they  have  an  important  meeting. 
Some  good  reports  are  to  hand  from  city  rods  in 
Ireland.  Loughs  Corrib,  Mask,  Arrow,  and  Erne 
appear  to  be  satisfying  our  representatives. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  to  freshen  up  and  sweeten  the  Trent  and  its 
tributaries  is  sorely  needed.  All  are  running  in 
extraordinarily  low  volume,  and  heavy  rains  alone 
will  produce  a  change.  Few  trout  anglers  are 
reported  to  have  been  out  on  the  main  river,  and 
sport  has  dragged  considerably.  With  more  water 
in  evidence,  and  colour  coming  down,  sundry  fish 
might  be  picked  up  on  those  reaches  which  are 
known  to  hold  a  good  head.  Location  is  the 
primary  difficulty  of  Trent  trout  fishing.  Rods 
have  been  out  on  the  lower  Dover  Beck  and  Greet, 
and  the  wielders  have  accounted  for  a  few  brace, 
chiefly  by  using  the  worm  and  caddis  grub,  or, 
rather,  bunch  of  grubs,  employed  on  extremely  light 
tackle.  Recently  the  heat  has  been  abnormal  for 
the  period  of  the  year,  but  it  has  clearly  accele- 
rated the  spawning  of  such  fish  as  roach,  chub, 
barbel,  and  bream.  The  grounds,  or  beds,  have 
teemed  with  them,  and  very  soon  chub  and  roach 
will  be  making  for  the  "  scours."  Bream  and  barbel 
are  later. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  all  very  low  and  clear  and  rain 
much  wanted.  We  have  had  bright  sunny  weather 
all  the  week,  the  wind  high,  but  has  at  last  shifted 
from  N.E.  to  N.W.,  and  sport  should  improve. 
There  has  been  no  general  rise  of  |the  May  Fly 
here,  but  a  few  have  been  seen  in  two  parts  of  the 
district,  and  there  should  be  a  good  show  of  them 
during  the  coming  week.  Caddis  grubs  are  very 
plentiiul,  and  the  trout  are  feeding  on  them.  Very 
few  fish  are  feeding  on  the  top  of  the  water.  The 
bottom  fishers  have  had  fair  sport.  Maggot, 
worm,  and  the  minnow  have  all  killed,  but  no 
big  catch  of  trout  is  recorded.  Messrs.  Martin- 
Perks,  W.  Thrift,  and  Probert  had  some  nice 
fish  from  club  water,  and  Messrs.  Jones,  Hooper, 
and  Smith  had  a  few  brace  from  the  Teme. 
Tne  twaite  have  been  giving  some  good  sport  in 
the  lower  Teme,  and  the  members  of  the  Worcester 
City  Club  and  the  St.  John's  Club  have  had  some 
very  fine  fish.  Messrs.  Thompson,  Stokes,  White 
and  Hooper  have  done  well,  and  I  heard  of  one 
member  catching  a  good  creelful  on  May  27  with 
the  small  spoon  bait,  and  they  are  taking  the  Grass- 
hopper fairly  well.  Not  many  have  been  taken  in 
the  Severn  as  yet,  but  a  few  very  fine  fish  have  been 
caught  below  D.glis  Weir;  no  doubt  more  will  be 
up  during  the  week.  Most  of  the  clubs  have  com- 
pleted ttieir  arrangements  for  the  season,  and 
contests  will  be  numerous  when  the  coarse  fish 
season  commences,  and  the  next  fortnight  will 
soon  pass. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  having  assumed  a  favourable  aspect, 
sport  has  generally  shown  an  improvement  in  all 
departments.    Rain  has  fallen  more  or  less  on  three 


days,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  an 
appreciable  difference  in  the  depth  of  water  in  many 
of  the  rivers.  Peal  are  arriving  generally  in  good 
numbers,  especially  in  the  southern  waters.  Sea- 
trout  are  also  arriving  in  the  waters  that  hold  those 
fish,  though  sport  has  not  been  very  good  so  far 
among  those  fish  at  any  station.  Sea  angling  is 
again  furnishing  good  sport  at  pollack  along  the 
western  coast,  the  beit  sport  being  generally  had  in 
the  evenings.  No  sport  appears  to  have  been  had 
at  bass  so  far  anywhere. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Rain  fell  over  a  considerable  area  last  week,  but 
it  did  not  fall  long  enough  to  raise  the  rivers  batikful, 
and  it  was  of  a  transient  nature.  Tne  parchel 
state  of  the  land  requires  three  or  four  days'  steady 
rain  to  saturate  it.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollan 
fisheries  are  doing  very  well,  and  the  sarno  remark 
applies  to  the  trout  netting  all  over  the  lak^.  A 
number  of  salmon  are  oft  the  mouths  of  the  Black- 
water  and  other  rivers  awaiting  the  first  flood  to 
run  up.  The  prospects  of  sea-trout  fishing  on  the 
lakes  of  the  Rosses  are  excellent.  The  Rosses  Bay  is 
full  of  them,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  a  heavy  spate 
to  bring  them  up  the  Crolly  to  the  lakes.  Some  raia 
fell  last  week  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
materially  benefit  the  lakes  and  rivers. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  Palmerstown  and  the  Louisburg'i  rivers  and 
their  tributaries  opened  on  the  1st  last,  for  angling. 
The  only  other  river  now  to  open  in  Ireland  is  the 
Carrownisky,  on  the  Ist  prox.  The  majority  of 
the  western  rivers  are  sufiering  from  the  general 
complaint  of  low  water. 


"ilofcs  from  f^c  ^odl^. 


Some  excellent  sport  is  now  being  got  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  on  the  Invercauld 
private  water. 


A  fine  head  of  grilse  came  away  from  the  sea 
when  the  rivers  rose  on  May  26  and  27.  The  nets- 
men  made  a  fine  haul,  but  they  did  not  get  them 
all.  The  Sunday's  slap  came  in  opportunely,  and 
grilse  angling  will  now  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  next  few  weeks  at  least. 


Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Deeside  Fishery  Board, 
has  just  planted  60,000  yearling  salmon  fry  in  the 
Feald  burn  which  debouches  into  the  Cluny,  which 
again  joins  the  Dee  at  Braemar.  Mr.  Duncan  took 
the  eggs  a  year  or  so  ago,  hatched  them  out  in  his 
hatchery  near  Aberdeen,  and  has  now  conveyed  the 
fry  back  to  its  native  glen,  some  sixty  miles  by  road 
and  rail. 


Fishing  on  the  Persey  Hotel  water,  near  Blair- 
gowrie, Mr.  Dall  and  Mr.  Mcintosh^  from  Edin- 
burgh, had  excellent  baskets  of  trout,  while  Mr. 
Wm.  Lawrence,  hotel-keeper,  had  a  basket  of  fifty- 
three  trout.  For  a  quiet  spot  Persey  will  be  hard 
to  beat. 


The  finnock  season  is  now  entirely  over,  and  not 
till  July  will  they  again  be  seen. 

The  Don  is  not  a  spring  salmon  river  of  any  note, 
yet  when  early  floods  come  several  are  regularly 
got  about  Pitmedden  and  KLntore,  and  later  on  at 
Inverurie  and  Alford. 


The  Spey  is  very  sparsely  stocked  with  fish,  and 
few  salmon  have  as  yet  been  got  in  the  upper 
reaches.  The  genial  weather,  however,  may  now 
make  a  change. 

Mr.  George  Esson,  Cothal  Mills,  Donside,  had  a 
salmon  the  week  before  last  on  Lord  Sempill's 
water  to  the  fly  and  while  trouting,  and  on  May  24 
another  10-pounder  on  Mr.  Burnett's  Pitmedden 
water  also  on  the  same  cast.       Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

680.  Fishing.  Patentee :  P.  Geen,  Friars  Stile 
Lodge,  Richmond,  Surrey.  Artificial  bait.  The 
"spinner,"  instead  of  being  fixed  to  the  bait  so  that 
the  whole  whirls  together,  is  rotatably  mounted 
upon  a  pin  projecting  from  the  tail  of  the  bait,  so 
that  a  more  effective  imitation  of  a  natural  fish  is 
obtained.  Bristles  or  like  fins  may  be  provided, 
and  a  groove  passes  lengthways  down  the  back  of 
the  bait,  in  which  hes  the  shank  of  a  single  or 
double  pointed  hook  loosely  hung  from  a  loop  in 
front  of  the  bait.  The  bait  is  weighted  from  the 
head  to  a  point  midway  between  the  head  and  tail. 
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"  That  which  is  not  'for  the  interest  of  the  whole 
twarm  is  not  for  the  interest  of  a  single  bee." — 
Maecus  Aubelius. 


I  WAS  somewhat  amazed  on  referring  to  the 
adveitisement  columns  of  to-day's  date  to  find  that 
the  usually  very  accurate  evening  Press  was  for  once 
wrong.  I  certainly  read  that  Cicero  was  ridden  by 
Maher  and  Jardy  by  Stern,  whereas  I  find  that 
Cicero  'Reel-ed  home  in  front  of  the  Jardy  Bag, 
nnd  both  were  piloted  by  Carter's  lads  from  St. 
John-street-road.  This  is  the  entente  cordiale  with 
a  vengeance. 


Trout  fishers  will  have  another  splendid  oppor- 
tunity of  embracing  the  advantages  offered  by 
the  various  railway  companies  during  the  coming 
Whitsuntide  which  are  set  forth  in  another  page. 
Coarse  (or  bottom)  fishers  must,  perforce,  "  hold 
their  hands  "  until  the  following  week-end,  when, 
on  Friday,  June  16,  all  rivers  and  waters  controlled 
by  the  Mundella  Act  will  be  "  open."  I  hope  next 
week  to  give  a  list  of  the  stations  to  which  privilege 
tickets  are  granted  to  members  of  bond  fide  angling 
clubs. 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Blenheim  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints  ■ 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  on  Thursday,  June  8.  at 
7.30  for  8.  Chairman,  Mr.  Ernest  Roberts,  Hon. 
Sec,  A.  Derry.  ; 


Just  a  reminder  to  those  who  look  forward  to  the 
Anglers'  Association  annual  dinner.  No  excuse  for 
being  late — Saturday  evening  at  seven,  not  eight. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Philip  Geen)  will  be  there  in 
time  I  am  quite  certain,  so  will  Vice-Chairman  W.  H. 
Beckett.  The  venue  is  the  Saracen's  Head  Hotel, 
Snow  Hill,  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.G. 


Anotheb  pleasant  evening  will  be  the  smoking 
concert  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  June  6,  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern,  Mason's  Avenue,  E.G.  (close  to  the  Bank  of 
England),  when  fi  lends  are  invited.  I  can  guarantee 
that  the  programme  will  satisfy  the  most  fastidious. 


There's  a  Good  Time  Coming. 
Thebe's  a  close  time  for  dinners  coming  on. 
When  the  speechifying  faction  will  retire 

To  the  streams  and  breezy  seas. 

And  be  far  more  at  their  ease 
Than  in  toasting  one  another  round  the  fire. 
The  speakers  are  often  fine  and  trite. 
And  they  pat  each  other's  backs  in  glorious  style. 

The  songs  they  want  a  lot  of  beating. 

And  the  jokes  will  bear  repeating. 
Though  they  often  cause  a  most  expansive  smile. 
But  fifhing  is  the  prime  thing  after  all. 
And  the  river's  bank  or  boat  is  what  we  crave, 

With  the  tackle  in  good  order. 

Ground  bait  and  special  fodder. 
And  that  record  fish  we  lose  just  by  a  shave ! 

—Wing. 


My  ubiquitous  friend,  "  Rodwell  Hookham," 
who,  I  may  remark,  appears  to  know  nearly  every- 
body, as  well  as  nearly  everything,  draws  my 
attention  to  a  little  slip  in  the  account  of  the 
Palmerston  Angling  Society's  annual  dinner  in  last 
week's  number.  The  chairman  was  Mr.  Sidney 
Lamert.  The  surname  was  misprinted  Lambert. 
"Apparently"  (says  "  R.  H."  drily),  "  your  printer 
had  a  '  6  '  in  his  bonnet." 

•  •  •  *  • 

I  have  been  overwhelmed  with  so  many  letters  as 
to  the  verse  printed  in  the  menu  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society's  thirty-seventh  annual  dinner  last 
week  that  I  feel  it  is  only  right  to  give  the  quatrain 
correctly.  "Rodwell"  has  called  my  attention  to 
it  in  the  "Rubaiyat  of  Omar  KhayyAm,"  verse  X., 

translated  by  Edward  FitzGerald.    Here  it  is  :  

"With  me  along  some  strip  of  herbage  strown 

That  just  divides  the  desert  from  the  sown. 

Where  name  of  slave  and  sultan  scarce  is  known 
,  And  pity  Sultan  Mahmiid  on  his  Throne." 


The  Greaham  Angling  Society,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G.,  announce  the  following 
programme  for  June  :— Saturday,  June  3,  Instruc- 
tion m  Fly  Casting  at  Cbesham.  Tuesday,  June  6, 
Committee  and  Ordinary  Meeting.  Tuesday,  June  13^ 
no  meeting.  Tuesday,  June  20,  Ordinary  Meeting,' 
"The  late  Contest  at  Ballancourt,"  by  Mr.  A.  F. 
Zerfass.  Saturday,  June  24,  Instruction  in  Fly 
Castmg  at  Chesham.  Tuesday,  June  27,  Ordinarv 
Meeting. 


The  officers  of  the  cable  steamer  Minia,  which 
was  recently  endeavouring  in  mid-ocean  to  locate 
and  repair  a  broken  cable  1500ft.  below  the  surface 
of  the  water,  state  that  their  instruments  show  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean  to  have  a  temperature  below 
the  freezing  point,  and  that  there  is  a  total  absence 
of  light,  says  the  Philadelphia  Record.  At  this 
depth  the  pressure  is  estimated  at  about  a  ton  to 
the  square  inch  in  every  1000  fathoms.  The  officers 
say  that  a  great  many  of  the  deep  sea  fish  are  so 
peculiarly  constructed  that  they  often  lose  their 
lives  by  chasing  the  instruments  toward  the  surface. 
They  die  by  what  experts  call  "faUing  upward." 
As  soon  as  they  get  out  of  their  accustomed  level 
the  decreased  pressure  extends  the  air  within  them, 
and  the  fish  shoot  to  the  surface,  but  are  dead 
before  they  reach  that  point. 


Take  the  six  figures  142,857,  multiply  them  by 
2  equals  285,714,  multiply  by  3  equals  428,571 
multiply  by  4  equals  571,428,  multiply  by  5  equals 
714,285,  multiply  by  6  equals  857,142.  Each 
answer  contains  the  same  figures  as  the  original 
sum,  and  no  others  ;  also  three  of  the  figures  oi  the 
original  sum  remain  together  in  each  answer.  Now 
multiply  the  142,857  by  7,  which  equals  999,999. 
No  other  combination  of  figures  will  produce  the 
same  results.  [Figures  may  be  "  cooked  "  to  prove 
anything,  but  as  the  Giant  Jack  Killer  sent  it  (and 
he  is  well  known  as  a  statistician)  I  accept  it  as 
correct.] 


In  another  column  'the  account  oC  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Walsall  Fountain  Angling  Club 
appears.  The  following  effusion  was  composed  for 
the  occasion,  and  evidently  gave  great  satisfaction 
to  all  present.  "  Dragnet  "  was  invited,  but  could 
not  be  present— he  is  getting  "  used  "  to  it.  This  is 
the  clever  little  sketch  : — 

In  the  good  old  town  of  Walsall  there's  a  pisca- 
torial  club. 

Whose  members  have  for  offices — I  blush  to  say 
— a  pub. 

They  sometimes  'have  a  meeting  [in  the  smoke- 
room,  not  the  bar. 

They're  all  high-collared  gentry— they're  swells,  so 
there  you  are. 

The  club  is  managed  skilfully,  just  by  the  favoured 
few. 

They  have  a  secretary  who  has  lots  of /things  to 
do.  li  o 

He  sometimes  calls '  a  meeting,  and  I  think  it 
quite  a  pity 

That  he  should  have  to  say  at  times,  "  O  Lor'  ! 
Where's  the  committee  ?  " 

And  now  a  word  of  praise  just  for  our  confiden- 
tial clerk — 

His  services  are  precious,  and  he's  quite  up  to 
the  mark. 

If  he  neglects  his  duty,  in  sunshine  or  in  rain. 
We  know  that  Gregson's  Mixture  will  quite  kill 

any  pain  (N.  E.  Payne). 
If  this  poor  poem  lacks,  perchance,  a  spondee  or 

a  dactyl. 

I  hope  that  injudiciously  you  won't  towards  me 
act  ill. 

If  I  have  been  too  critical  I  trust  you  will  excuse 
This  piscatorial  ditty  and  the  writer — 

B.  J.  Hughes. 


Mb.  C.  H.  Wheeley  writes  : — "  A  carp  weighing 
271b.  has  been  found  dead  in  a  pond  near  Farncombe, 
Surrey.  It  was  too  far  gone  for  preservation.  The 
weight  was_taken  two  days  after  the  fish  was  fovmd. 
•  *  •  *  » 

"About  three-quarters  of  a  ton  of  fish — bream, 
roach,  and  perch — was  [placed  in  the  Weybridge 
backwater  of  the  Thames  on  Saturday,  May  27,  the 
gift  of  the  T.A.P.S.  from  the  netting  near  Sunbury. 
The  fish  were  brought  up  from  the  reservoir  by 
members  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association  in  a 
large  ballast  punt,  only  four  small  fish  being  dead. 
Some  of  the  bream  were  very  [large  fish,  and  the 
consignment  arrived  in  splendid  "condition."  [A  full 
account,  sent  by  that  hard  worker  in  the  interest  of 
anglers  and  angling,  Mr.  Frederick  Berry,  will  be 
found  on  p.  397. j 


The  Mick,  in  the  course  of  an  argument  on 
"  Socialism,"  etc.,  broke  out  with,  "  Well,  bedad,  I'd 
jist  loike  to  have  foive  thousand  a  year  for  a  few 
minits,  that's  all  !  and,"  he  added,  "I'd  collect  the 
whole  population  togither,  and  those  that  was 
missing  I'd  sjrve  out  the  same  as  the  rist  of  'em  !  " 


OuE  Birmingham  correspondent  sends  the  follow- 
ing account  of  a  special  meeting  of  delegates  of  the 
Birmingham  and  District  Anglers'  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation, held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smith- 
field,  and  will  be  read  with  great  interest  by 
members  of  the  London  A.B.S. : — "  The  chairman,  in 


his  remarks,  explained  that  they  had  been  called 
together  to  consider  two  proposals,  one  by  Mr. 
Bentley,  '  That  in  future  no  member  of  the 
Birmingham  and  District  United  Anglers' 
Association  be  allowed  to  join  the  Birmingham 
and  District  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  who  is 
over  forty-five  years  of  age ' ;  and  another  by  Mr. 
Warwick  Bagley,  'That  a  member  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  receive  any  benefit  until  he  has  been 
enrolled  twelve  months,  and  that  the  period  be 
extended  from  twelve  to  fourteen  years  before 
relatives  are  entitled  to  receive  the  maximum 
amount  of  £8  on  the  death  of  a  member,  and  that 
the  following  scale  of  payments  on  the  deith  of  a 
member  be  adopted :  One  year,  £1;  two,  £1  10s.; 
three,  £2  ;  four,  £2  10s. ;  five,  £3  ;  six,  £3  lOs. '; 
seven,  £4  ;  eight,  £4  10s.  ;  nine,  £5  ;  ten,  £5  10s. ; 
eleven,  £6  ;  twelve.  £6  10s.  ;  thirteea,  £7  ;  fourteen,- 
£8.'  The  committee  were  alive  to  the  fact  that  some 
new  legislation  was  necessary  to  meet  the  present 
unfortunate  adverse  financial  position  of  the  society. 
*  »  »  *  » 

Mr.  Bentley  said  his  proposal  was  the  outcome  of 
careful  thought.  Persons  were  not  allowed  to  join 
similar  benefit  societies  over  45,  and  in  some  in- 
stances under  that  age.  Had  the  death  allowances 
never  been  introduced  the  society  would  have  been 
one  of  the  richest  in  the  kingdom.  They  had  only 
a  sum  of  about  £600  in  hand,  and  it  would  not  take 
long  to  calculate  what  that  would  amount  to 
divided  among  1000  members.  His  proposal  was 
not  intended  to  apply  to  old  members,  and  it 
would  take  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  Mr.  George  Fox  seconded  Mr.  Bentley's 
proposition,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr. 
Bagley,  in  submitting  his  proposition,  said  it  had 
been  apparent  to  him  for  some  time  that  something 
must  be  done  to  check  the  continued  drain  upon 
their  funds.  Mr.  James  Rabone  said  that  at  the 
present  time  140  members  were  entitled  to  the 
maximum  amount  of  £8,  which  meant  a  liability 
of  £1120.  This  year  twelve  death  claims,  amount- 
ing to  £57,  had  been  paid,  irrespective  of  fifteen 
grants  to  members  amounting  to  £9  13s.  Mr, 
Bagley' s  pro Dosition  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bentley) 
and  carried." 


Mary,  Mary,  so  contrary. 
Where  does  your  husband  roam  ? 

He  goes  to  the  stream 

To  catch  barbel  and  bream. 

But  he  never  brings  any  fish  home.  ' 

— R.  S.  I 


Mb.  H.  Feennell  writes  in  the  Times  of  June  1 : 
— "To-day  I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
remarkable  show  of  salmon  on  the  slab  of  Mr. 
Grove's  shop  in  Bond-street.  They  were  the 
produce  of  different  rivers,  and  varied  considerably 
both  as  to  weight  and  measurement.  Prominent 
among  theni  were  two  fine  Tay  salmon.  They  had 
been  taken  in  the  nets  yesterday  below  Perth,  and 
weighed  respectively  50Jlb.  and  501b.  The  measure- 
ments of  the  former  were : — Length,  60in. ;  girth, 

27^10.    The  measurements  of  the  501b.  fish  were  :  

Length,  49in. ;  girth,  28in." 


Big  Trout. 

"  Probably  we  do  not  know  the  weight  of  the 
heaviest  river  trout  ever  caught  by  an  angler  ;  but 
one  of  the  largest  we  have  an  authentic  record  of 
(says  a  writer  in  a  Yorkshire  contemporary)  was  a 
gigantic  specimen  of  27|lb.,  killed  on  fiy  in  the  Tay 
in  September,  1842,  by  Colonel  Dobiggin.  In  1888 
or  1889,  a  trout  was  caught  at  Loch  Stennis,  in 
Orkney,  which  weighed  291b.,  but  as  this  was  taken 
on  a  '  set  line '  it  scarcely  comes  under  the  head  of 
angling  trophies.  Another  monster  of  271b.  was 
killed  on  the  Inver  by  Mr.  H.  Almond,  in  October, 
1869 — a  victim  to  the  seductions  of  asmall  Childers 
Fly.  Loch  Rannoch,  in  Perthshire,  has  con- 
tributed at  least  four  notable  items  to  the  list 
of  trout  phenomena:  a  fish  of  ISilb.,  caught 
by  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall  ;  one  of  17Jlb.,  taken 
by  the  late  Mr.  David  Cox,  of  Lechie  ;  one  of  171b. 
by  Mr.  .James  Elliott ;  and  one  of  131b.,  captured  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Fergusson,  of  Surbiton.  The  late  Sir  J.  E. 
Millais  killed  several  large  trout  on  Loch  Ness, 
amongst  them  one  of  141b.  In  May,  1893,  on  Loch 
Meckland,  Sutherlandshire,  a  lady  was  fortunate 
enough  to  land  a  grand  fish  of  151b.,  a  feat  which 
she  celebrated  by  quickly  securing  a  second  trout 
of  8|lb.  It  is  on  record  that  in  July,  1855, 
during  one  day's  trolling  on  Loch  Ericht,  in 
Perthshire,  an  angler  accounted  for  three  trout 
which  collectively  weighed  531b.  It  is  said, 
on  apparently  good  authority,  that  the  Avon, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Salisbury,  has  yielded  a 
trout  of  251b.,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  20- 
pounders.  while  not  as  thick  as  blackberries,  have 
been  and  are  still  to  be  taken  in  the  Thames." 


June  3,  1905 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


395 


WHITSUXTIDB  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  an- 
nounce special  excursions  on  Thursday,  June  8,  to 
Belfast  and  Londonderry.  To  Dublin,  Cork,  Kil- 
larney.  Limerick,  Bray,  Galway,  etc.,  via  Holyhead, 
for  16  days.  On  Friday,  June  9,  and  Saturday, 
June  10,  to  Blackpool,  Carlisle,  English  Lake  Dis- 
trict, Fleetwood,  Furness  Line  Stations,  Isle  of  Man, 
Lancaster,  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Districts, 
Maryport,  Morecambe,  Principal  Stations  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire.  On  Saturday,  June  10,  to 
Birkenhead,  Buxton  District,  Birmingham  District, 
Cambrian  Line  Stations,  Chester,  Northampton, 
North,  South,  and  Central  Wales,  North  Staffordshire 
Stations.  On  Friday,  June  9,  for  8  and  17  days,  to 
Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dunkeld,  Elgin, 
Inverness,  and  other  Stations  in  the  North  of 
Scotland.  On  Monday,  June  12,*  to  Birmingham 
District,  Northampton,  Rugby.  On  Wednesday, 
June  14,  and  Thursday,  June  15,*  to  Manchester, 
for  Whitsuntide  Races.  On  every  Saturday,  until 
further  notice,*  to  Bedford,  Bicester,  Bletchley, 
Blisworth,  Brackley,  Buckingham,  Dunstable, 
Leigh  ton,  Rugby,  Tring,  Woburn  Sands,  and  Wol- 
verhampton, returning  same  day  or  following 
Sunday  or  Monday.  To  Newport  Pagnell,  return- 
ing same  day  or  following  Monday.  Cheap  week- 
end tickets  will  be  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
June  9  and  10,  to  Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  Carlisle, 
Church  Stretton,  Grange,  Lancaster,  Leamington, 
Llandrindod,  Llanwrtyd,  Llangammarch,  Malvern, 
Morecambe,  North  Wales,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Win- 
dermere, Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock, 
Inverness,  Montrose,  Oban,  Perth,  Stilling,  and 
many  other  places,  available  for  return  on  following 
Sunday  (where  train  service  permits),  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday.  Special  trains  will  be  run 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  service.  The  Ticket 
Offices  at  Euston;  Broad-street,  Victoria  (Pimlico), 
Kensington,  and  Willesdon  Junction  will  be  open 
throughout  the  day,  from  June  8  to  10  (inclusive), 
so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do 
so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of 
the  trains.  The  ordinary  and  tourist  tickets  will 
be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers. 
Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Stations  and  also  at 
the  Town  Ofifices  and  Agencies  of  the  London  and 
North- Western  Railway  Company.  The  "  Enquiry 
Office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the  day.  All 
information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Dent, 
L.  &  N.W.  Ry.,  Broad-stieet  Station;  Mr.  H.  A. 
Walker,  District  Superintendent,  Euston  Station ; 
or  of  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  South- Western  Railway  announce 
excursions  from  London  (Wateiloo)  aod  certain 
suburban  stations;  14-day  tickets  to  Paris,  issued 
on  June  8,  9,  and  10.  Return  fares,  1st  class, 
39s.  3d. ;  2nd  class,  30s.  3d. ;  3rd  class,  26s.  (N.B. 
— Through  bookings  from  the  Korth  and  Midlands; 
ask  for  tickets  "via  Southampton  and  Havre.") 
To  Cherbourg,  on  June  8  and  10.  Fare,  23s.  6d. 
To  Havre,  on  June  8,  9,  and  10.  Also  to  St.  Male, 
on  June  8  and  10.  Fares,  24s.  6d.  Fast  Excursions 
on  Friday,  June  9,  to  Basingstoke,  Winchester, 
Romsey,  Southampton,  Fareham,  Cosham,  Cowes, 
etc.,  for  11  or  18  days.  To  Isle  of  Wight,  East 
Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Midhurst,  Petersfield,  etc., 
for  6  or  13  days.  On  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  9 
and  10,  to  Exeter,  ISxmouth,  Okehampton,  Bude, 
Camelford,  Launceston,  Wadebridge,  Padstow, 
Bodmin,  Newquay,  North  Tawtou,  Tavistock, 
Devonport,  Plymouth  Bideford,  Toriington,  llfra- 
combe,  Lynton,  Barnstaple,  Crediton,  etc.  Return 
June  12,  16,  17,  19,  23,  or  26.  On  Saturday,  June 
10,  to  Weymouth,  Portland,  Dorchester,  Wimborne, 
Swanage,  Andover,  Stockbridge,  Amesbury,  Down- 
ton,  Fordinbridge,  Salisbury,  Sherborne,  Yeovil, 
Seaton,  Lyme  Regis,  Chard,  Budleigh  Salter- 
ton,  Sidmouth,  Crewkerne,  Burnham,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Wells,  Radstock,  Bath,  Swindon, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Marlborough,  etc., 
for  3,  8,  11,  15,  or  18  days.  To  Southampton  W., 
Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst  Road,  Christchurch, 
Bournemouth,  etc.,  for  4,  6,  11,  or  13  days.  To 
Lymington,  Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Poole,  Park- 
stone,  etc.,  for  4  or  11  days.  On  Whit  Sunday  (for 
1  or  2  days)  and  on  Whit  Monday  (day  trips)  to 
Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Lyndhurst  Road, 
Brockenhurst,  Southampton,  Haslemere,  Midhurst, 
Petersfield,  Portsmouth,  Havant,  Isle  of  Wight, 
etc.  Also  day  trips  to  Aldershot,  Farnham,  etc. 
On  Whit  Monday  to  -  Weymouth,  Dorchester, 
Swanage,  Wimborne,  for  1,  5,  8,  12,  or  15  days. 

*  No  bookings  from  Woolwich  or  Greenwich  by 
these  trips. 


Day  trips  to  Lymington,  Salisbury,  Romsey,  East 
Southsea,  Winchester,  Basingstoke,  Gosport, 
Guildford,  etc.  For  full  particulars  of  the  above, 
also  Excursions  to  Windsor  and  Eton,  Staines, 
Virginia  Water,  Reading,  Teddington  (for  Bushey 
Park),  Kingston,  Surbiton,  Hampton  Court, 
Oxshott,  Cobham,  Epsom,  Ashtead,  Leatherhead, 
etc.,  and  additional  and  altered  trains  during  the 
holidays  .see  programmes,  eitc,  obtainable  at  the 
company's  London  offices  and  stations,  or  from  Mr. 
Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo 
Station,  S.E. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris, 
via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p  m.  on  June  8,  9,  and  11, 
and  by  trains  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  10.  They  will  also  be 
issued  by  the  night  mail  service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9  p.m.,  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m., 
each  evening,  from  June  8  to  June  11,  inclusive, 
via  Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at 
2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any 
day  within  14  days.  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne 
will  leave  Chaiing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
June  10,  and  Sunday,  June  11,  returning  at  12.5 
or  7.10  p.m.  on  Whit  Monday.  Cheap  return 
tickets,  available  for  8  days,  will  be  issued  at 
Charing  Cross  from  June  7  to  June  12,  inclusive, 
available  by  the  10  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services. 
The  Casino  at  Boulogne  will  be  open.  Similaij 
tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  by  the  9  a.m. 
and  9  p.m.  services.  On  Whit  Sunday  special  day 
excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne, 
and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from  June  7  to 
June  12,  inclusive,  available  for  8  days.  Special 
cheap  8-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The 
Hague,  Scheveninpen,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  via 
Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
June  7  to  June  12,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  7-day  excursion  tickets 
to  Liege  (for  the  exhibition),  via  Calais  and  via 
Ostend,  will  be  issued  daily.  Cheap  8-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  June  7  to 
June  12,  inclusive.  During  the  holidays  the  Con- 
tinental services  will  run  as  usual.  A  special 
e.Kpre^s  train  (1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  class)  will  leave 
Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at 
Heme  Hill,  on  June  9,  in  connection  with  the  Calais 
and  Ostend  night  steamers.  The  home  arrange- 
ments are  as  follows : — Cheap  return  tickets  to 
Ashford,  Bexhill,  Birchington,  Broadstairs,  Canter- 
bury, Deal,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Hastings,  Heme 
Bay,  Hythe,  Littlestone,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  St. 
Leonards,  Sandgate,  Sandling  Junction,  Sandwich, 
Shorncliffe,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  Westgate, 
and  Whitstable  will  be  issued  from  London  by  all 
trains  (maU  and  boat  expresses  excepted)  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  June  9  and  10,  available  to  return 
on  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14,  by  any  train  (mail  and 
boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions 
on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  will  be  run 
from  cer  tain  London  stations  to  Ashford,  Betch- 
worth,  Bexhill,  Birchington,  Box  Hill,  Broad^^tairs, 
Canterbury,  Caterham,  Deal,  Dorking,  Dover, 
Folkestone,  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville  Gardens), 
Hastings,  Heme  Bay,  Hythe,  Margate,  Ramsgate, 
Sandgate,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Whitstable,  etc.  On 
Whit  Sunday  a  cheap  afternoon  excursion  will  be 
run  from  London  to  Whitstable  and  Heme  Bay. 
On  Whit  Monday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion 
will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
9.24  a.m.  and  London  Bridge  at  9.30  a.m.  Cheap 
return  tickets  (including  admission)  will  be  issued 
from  London  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level 
station)  on  Whit  Monday.  Full  particulars  of  the 
excursions,  extension  of  time  for  certain  return 
tickets,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc.,  are  given 
in  the  special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
We  notice  that  an  A  B  C  programme  issued  by 
the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  contains  ample 
and  admirable  facilities  lor  those  desirous  of  spend- 
ing the  holiday  at  places  reached  by  their  picturesque 
and  comfortable  route.  Excursions  are  announced 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich, 
and  Metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns 
in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  JN'orth-Eaat  and 
North- West  Coast  watering  places,  and  Scotland. 
Special  fast  trains  will  leave  Marylebone  at  12.5 
niidnight  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  9  and  10, 
and  several  additional  expresses  will  be  run  at 
convenient  times  on  Saturday,  June  10.  The  in- 
formation has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the  form 
of  an  A  B  C  programme,  giving  the  times  of  start- 
ing, fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any 
stations  (alphabetically  arranged),  which  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  guide  can  be 
obtained,  free,  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any  of 
the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies.  Phoenix- 


like there  has  arisen  on  the  Qeethorpes  Pier,  owned 
by  tlie  Great  Central  Railway  Company,  a  very 
handsome  new  concert  and  dancing  pavilion  in 
place  of  the  old  one  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new 
structure  is  to  be  opened  on  the  Saturday  before 
Whitsuntide,  and  to  mark  the  special  occasion  a 
remai  kably  strong  array  of  musical  talent  has  been 
engaged  by  the  company.  Almost  needless  to  say, 
excursions  will  be  run  from  all  parts  at  cheap  fares, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  Cleethorpes  will  enjoy  a 
record  number  of  visitors. 

MI[>LAND  RAILWAY. 
Cheap  excursions  from  London  on  Thursday, 
June  8,  to  Dublin,  Cork,  Killarney,  the  south  and 
west  of  Ireland,  via  Heysham  and  via  Liverpool,  to 
Belfast,  Londonderry,  Portrush,  etc.,  via  Heysham, 
via  Barrow,  via  Liverpool,  and  via  Stanraer  and 
Larne,  and  to  Londonderry  by  direct  steamer  via 
Liverpool,  available  for  returning  any  week-day 
within  sixteen  days.  Friday  midnight,  June  9,  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham,  Derby, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington,  Stockport, 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  etc.,  for  five,  six,  or  eight 
days ;  and  to  the  North  of  England,  Glasgow,  and 
Edinburgh,  and  other  parts  of  Scotland  for  eight  or 
seventeen  days.  Saturday,  June  10,  to  London- 
derry, by  direct  steamer  via  Heysham  for  sixteen 
days;  to  Leicester,  Loughborough,  Nottingham, 
Derby,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Warrington, 
Stockport,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool,  for  two,  five, 
or  seven  days;  to  all  parts  of  the  Midlands,  the 
Peak  District  of  Derbyshire,  Lancashire,  Yorkshire, 
and  the  Lake  District,  for  three,  six,  or  eight  days. 
Whit  Monday,  June  12,  to  Birmingham,  for  one, 
two,  four,  or  five  days ;  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, and  Nottingham,  for  half,  one,  two, 
or  turee  days  ;  to  Kettering,  Bedford,  St. 
Albans,  Harpenden,  and  Luton  for  one  day. 
On  Whit  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  June  II, 
12,  and  13,  and  each  day  during  June,  day  excur- 
sions to  Southend  and  Westoliffe  on-Sea.  Extension 
of  week-end  tickets. — The  short  date  tickets  issued 
on  June  9  and  10  will  be  available  for  returning  on 
Sunday  (where  train  service  permits),  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14. 
Ordinary  train  service. — On  Saturday,  June  10, 
Bank  Holiday,  June  12,  and  during  Whit  week, 
certain  booked  trains  will  be  withdrawn,  of  which 
due  notice  will  be  given  by  special  bills  at  the 
stations.  Some  of  tire  luncheon  and  dining  cars, 
and  ordinary  through  carriages,  which  are  announced 
in  the  time  tables,  will  also  be  suspended.  Early 
issue  of  tickets.- — To  prevent  inconvenience  and 
crowding,  the  booking  officts  at  St.  Pancras  and 
Moorgate-street  stations  will  be  open  for  the  issue  of 
tickets  all  day  on  Fr  iday  and  Saturday,  June  9  and 
10,  and  tickets  to  all  principal  stations  on  the  Mid- 
land Railway  will  also  be  issued  beforehand  at  any 
of  their  City  booking  offices.  The  tickets  obtained 
at  theie  oihces  will  be  available  from  St.  Pancrns 
Station,  and  will  be  issued  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  that  station,  and  dated  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Quickest  and  most  convenient  route  to  all  parts 
of  the  Eastern  Counties.  Tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or 
Tuesday  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Yarmouth, 
Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, 
Cromer,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains  from  Liverpool- 
stieet,  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  at  same 
fares  as  from  Liverpool-street,  also  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton, 
Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mandesley- 
on-Sea,  and  Cromer.  Cheap  excursions  from 
London.  On  Friday,  Jime  9,  to  Norih-Eastern 
Stations  and  Scotland  for  8  and  17  days.  To 
Lincolnshire,  Lancashire,  and  Yorksciire  tor  3,  6, 
and  8  days.  To  North-East  Coast  watering  places 
for  4,  8,  11,  and  15  days.  On  Saturday,  June  10, 
to  the  Eastern  Counties,  Cambridge,  Wisbech, 
Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmoutii,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
etc.  ALo  the  principal  stations  in  Lincoln- 
shire, Lancashue,  Yorkshire,  atjd  North-Eastern 
District  for  3,  6,  and  8  days.  On  Sunday, 
June  11,  to  Hertiord  for  1  day,  to  Cambridge 
for  1,  2,  4,  or  7  days.  On  Whit  Monday,  to  Hert- 
ford, 2s.  6d.,  from  Liverpool- street  at  9.29,  10.5 
a.m.,  and  12.50  p.m.,  and  from  St.  PancrEis  and 
Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m.  Cambridge, 
4s.  3d.,  Ely,  5s.  6d.,  from  Liverpool  street  at  8.43 
and  11.5  a.m.,  and  Irom  St.  Paucras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  a.m.  Yarmouth,  Lowestolt,  and 
Cromer,  1  day,  5s.  6d.,  3  and  5  days,  8s.  6d.,  6  or  8 
days,  lis.  6d.,  from  St.  Pancras  (Mid.  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  at  6.15  a.m.,  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  only  from  Liverpool-street  at  6.25  a.m., 
Stratford  6.35  a.m.,  and  Hford  6.40  a.m.  For  full 
particulars  see  bills. 
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Al^OLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHING   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.  Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Eainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Eoute  :  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegi-aphic  Address  :  "  Maefadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  of  Private  Trout  Fishing  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTOK  STATION. 

Quite  in  the  Country. 

C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor, 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address.  Manaqerrss. 


ALTNACEALCAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 

SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(Oi»  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  niontli.s,  ilay, 
June,  July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  coach  to 
Tongue. — Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT   CROjES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor, T.J,  COTTKELL, 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  7d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  :n  IL.  O     ' s 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

AND  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotla.nd. 

E,\cellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING* 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isfepe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS.-JURA.  (France.) 

h6tEL  DES  BAINS. 


RILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.J.  Hurley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 


The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.  First-class  TROUT  FISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors;  also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owenea 
River "  at  5s.  per  day.  Golf  Links 
convenient.  Billiards,  Terms  moderate. 

Apply,  PEOPEtKTOB, 


''And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling: 

Fishingon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  THOMAS  E.  BANKS,  Manager. 


BIRCH  CLEAVE  (SIMONSBATH) 

Highest  part  of  Exmoor.    Bracing  air  and 
flue  scenery. 
Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Barle,  part 

exclusive  right  and  free  to  Visitors. 
Comfortable  Quarters,  Electric  Light.  Bathroom,  &o. 
TERjrs  Moderate.        station  :  South  Molton. 
Telegrams:  "Birch  Ci,eavk,  .Slmonshath." 

THOMAS  ELWORTHY,  Pi-oi.rietor, 


WILD-BAD  (Black  Forest) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 

HOTEL  DE  RUSSIE. 

Comfortable.    Moderate  Terms. 
Special  attention  paid  to  Anglers. 
Write  for  Prospectus. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  i^BISJ: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden .   enTRA NCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Clas.-i,       Choicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FRKE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
l)oat  and  two  men,  !Ci  per  week  ;  twogentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND. 

Free  Fishing  and  Shooting,  20,000  acres,  over 
20  Lochs  and  Voes,  for  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured  of  splendid 
sport.  THE  Sporting  Hotel  of  Shetland;  com- 
fortable ;  good  cuisine  ;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 

Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


ANGLERS'  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

{Situate  on  tlie  Sfiore  of  ttie  Lalce). 
Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.  Exclusive  Pishing 
and  Boating  Rights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Pishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
upply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tariff — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Angrlers'  Inn,  Ennerdale,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAND. 


SALMON  FISHING. 


GOOD  BEAT  FOR  THREE  RODS 

on  one  of  our  best  Scotch  Rivers  for 
month  of  June. — Apply,  R.  Andeeson 
&  Sons,  Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
101,  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 


A  quantity  of  Fine  Old 

COLOURED  PRINTS  OF  FISH 

for  Sale,  Cheap. 

Address — 

P.,"  86,  Lower  Road,  Eotherhithe,  S.E. 


Rea.cl  This. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  TSrixite  &  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middleaem, 
Fis  lermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roaih,  and  Sream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserrei. 
iood  ^ccoratnodation.  Punt  boats.  K'equejt 
ra  ns  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
\Veliti  itary  t)i»tion,  Midland. 

SIZES  OP  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  Inch.        |      Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Rudd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.        |      Gndpreon,  i  Inch. 
Coarse  Pishing  opens  on  .Tune  15. 


Loch  Rannocli  Hotel. 

B EDUCED  RATES  DURING 
WHITS  UNTIDE. 


FREE  FISHING. 


Telegrams  :  "  Gow,  Kinloch  Rannoch." 


LOUGH  MASK, 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your  holidays. 
Your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right  on  the 
spot :  House  within  .30  yards  of  the  best  Fishing 
on  the  Masli.  Also  two  miles  of  a  River 
Fishing  whic-h  connects  Mask  with  Lough 
Nafoohony.  Ballinrobe  nearest  railway  station, 
M.G.W.R.  Good  accommodation.  Experienced 
boatmen.  ^Moderate  charges. — For  terms,  apply 
to  P\T  Sdmmerville,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur, 
CO.  Gal  way. 


APARTMENTS  TO  LET 

At  Farm  House  (new)  on  the 

BANKS   OF  THE  RIVER  DOVEY, 
NORTH  WALES, 

Viz.,  large  Dining  and  Sitting  Rooms, 
three  or  four  Bedrooms,  Hot  and  Cold 
Bathroom,  &c. ;  with  Mixed  Shooting ; 
every  Home  Comfort,  and  Attendance.— 
Apply,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Dolfonddu,  Cemmes, 
Montgomery,  Wales. 


TO  LET  OR  SELL 

ABOUT  A  JIILE  OF 

SALMON    AND    TROUT  FISHING 
ON  WELSH  DEE, 

together  with  Residence— ten-roomed  furnished 
Villa,  with  Stabling,  Lawn  Tennis,  Boats,  and 
little  Shooting,  &c.  Terms  £5  weekly,  or  would 
sell  the  Freehold  complete,  £2,000.  —  Apply 
HowcROFT,  Shipton  Street,  Bolton,  Lanes. 


FOR  SALE. 

A  10  ft.  3  ins.  HARDY'S 

"HALFORD  PRICELESS" 
DRY  FLY  ROD, 

perfect  condition,  nearly  new.  Price 
£4  lOs.  Owner  no  further  use  for  same. 
Approval  with  pleasure.— Apply  "  F. 8.," 
120,  Shirebrook  Road,  Heeley,  Sheffield. 


For*    Sale. — At  large  reduction. 

A  HARDY  BROTHERS'  BEST  13  ft.  STEEL 
CENTRE  CANE  BUILT  ROD. 

As  good  as  new,  having  only  been  used  a 
few  times. — Apply  Mr.  Howaed  Waeden, 
Moreton-in-Marsh. 

'Wanted. 
A  HARDY  14  ft.  ROD.— Same  address. 
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GREAT  WESTERN"  RAILWAY. 
The  "  Great "  Great  Western  Railway  announce 
that  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Shrop- 
shire, Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  Day  Trips. — Whit 
Sunday :  To  Swindon,  Cirencester,  Stroud,  Glou- 
cester, Cheltenham,  etc.  AVhit  Monday :  To  Chip- 
penham, Melksham,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon, 
Westem-super-Mare,  Swindon,  Trowbridge,  Frome, 
Yeovil,  Bridoort,  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  Pang- 
bourne,  Wallingford,  Reading,  Newbury,  Hunger- 
ford,  Marlborongh,  Devizes,  Oxford,  Leamington, 
Stratford-on-Avon,  etc.  Also  half-day  trips  to 
Reading.  —  Whit  Monday.— Paddington,  depart 
8.20  a.m.,  special  non-stop  day  trip  to  Weston- 
super-Mare.;  Return  7.45  p.m.  Fare,  5s.  6d.  Also 
at  higher  fares  for  2,  5,  8,  12,  or  15  days. 
Half-day  trips.  —  Whit  Tuesday.  —  Paddington, 
depart  11.37  a.m.,  express  non-stop  half-day  trip 
to  Weston-super-Mare,  return  7.28  p.m.  Fare, 
4s.  3d.  Also  at  higher  fares  for  4,  7,  11,  or  14 
days.  Whit  Tuesday. — Paddington,  depart  11.55 
a.m.,  to  Banbury,  Leamington,  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon.  Fare,  4s.  Cheap  tickets  to  riverside  stations, 
June  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  Week  end  tickets,  June  9 
and  10,  to  return  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14.  Wliit 
Week. — National  Simday  League  Excursions  to 
Bath,  Bristol,  and  Weston-super-Mare.  For  details 
see  separate  bills.  For  any  further  information, 
application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the  Company's 
Offices  or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Hart, 
Divisional  Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
W.  A.   FtiLLEE,  Axminster. — Did  you  get  the 
hackles  you  wanted  some  time  ago  ?    If  not,  I  may 
be  able  to  help  you  now. — Ed. 


Xetters  to  the  E&ftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"A  SUMMER  REMINISCENCE  OF  THE 
LYxW  VALLEY.  N.  DEVON." 

Dear  Sir, — Judge  of  my  surprise  when  opening 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  20  to  find  two  photo- 
graphs of  myself  engaged  in  salmon  fishing  at  the 
head  of  Vellacott's  Pool  on  the  Lynn,  and  judge 
further  of  my  surprise  when  I  discovered  that  the 
three  fish  there  appearing  had  in  two  short  years 
grown  in  weight  exactly  double  what  they  weighed 
when  captured  !  Had  they  lived  until  this  autumn 
to  return  to  their  native  stream,  in  all  likelihood 
theu:  weight  would  have  been  as  recorded.  Still, 
"  Benwyan  "  no  doubt  relied  upon  local  information 
on  this  point,  as  also  with  reference  to  the  weight 
of  peal  which  frequent  the  river  in  their  due  season. 
From  many  years'  experience  of  this  lovely  stream 
I  may  safely  say  that  the  average  weight  of  peal 
wll  not  exceed  fib.,  though  of  course  odd  specimens 
of  21b.  or  31b.  have  been  captured,  but  it  is  the 
exception  which  proves  the  rule. 

In  an  article,  entitled,  "A  Moorland  Salmon 
Stream,'  which  appeared  in  your  paper,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  a  correct  description  of  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Lynn,  and  there  I  have 
stated  that  ijx  the  annals  of  this  stream  there  is  no 
authentic  record  of  salmon  ever  having  been  taken 
with  the  fly.  Would  it  were  otherwise,  for  bait 
fishmg  IS  far  more  difficult ;  unless  the  angler  has  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  "hes"  in  the  river  he 
will  be  likely  to  go  empty  away.  With  fly  an 
angler  may  search  a  stream,  but  it  is  only  patience 
and  the  before-mentioned  knowledge  which  will 
sooner  or  later  (perhaps  never)  cause  his  bait  to  be 
seized  by  a  Lynn  salmon.  When  that  occurs  let 
the  angler  look  out.  Once  out  of  the  pool,  down 
the  cataracts  dashes  the  fish,  in  many  places  where 
man  cannot  follow,  and  the  angler  is  left  lamenting. 

In  a  spate  peal  fishing  on  the  Lynn  is  remunera- 
tive, but  the  river  quickly  clears,  and  these  fish  are 
most  difficult  to  approach,  seeking  shelter  as  they 
do  amongst  the  rocks  from  the  incessant  tramp  of 
tourists.  Were  night  fishing  permitted,  the  game 
might  be  worth  the  candle,  but  between  sunset  and 
6  a.m.  fishing  is  barred  by  the  regulations.  I 
believe  the  record  salmon  of  the  Lynn  caught  by 
rod  and  hue  weighed  28|lb.,  but  mostly  the  fish  are 
well  under  201b.  The  writer  played  a  fish  for  fifty 
minutes  last  season  and  never  saw  the  top  of  his 
cast  (nine  feet  ^long),  except  when  the  fish  jumped 
once  on  being  hooked,  but  the  fish  was  never 
weighed,  for  by  ill  luck  the  tackle  was  by  ejectment 
transferred  into  the  leafy  boughs  of  an  oak  all 
amongst  the  squirrels!     May  the  writer  in  the 

oi^^®.  ^^^^        °^  "  161b.,  201b.,  and 

231b.,   he'd  be  a  proud  man  the  day. 

^  "Benwyan'e"  information  as  to  the  dark  fero- 


rious  looking  specimen  exhibited  in  the  hall  of  the 
Lyndale  Hotel  is  likewise  at  fault,  as  this  fish,  an 
ol  I  cock  kelt,  was  picked  up  on  the  coast,  no  doubt 
killed  amongst  the  rocks  in  its  descent  to  the  sea 
after  milting.  A  few  short  months  in  the  sea  would 
soon  have  given  him  a  better  complexion,  and 
perhaps  he  might  have  met  a  more  deserving  fate. 

"  Benwyan  "  must  kindly  pardon  my  corrections 
of  his  capital  article,  but  I  could  not  accept  the 
credit,  even  by  inference,  of  killing  on  the  Lynn 
three  such  fish  as  he  mentions — would  that  I  truth- 
fully could. — Yours  truly,    J.  Dixon  Patchett. 


FISHING  AT  HAWES  AND  LAKE 
SEMMERWATER. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  just  returned  from  a  ten 
days'  trip,  the  latest  of  several  to  this  pleasant 
locality,  I  am  glad  to  give  you  the  benefit  of  my 
experience,  and  you  may  rely  upon  the  information 
being  absolutely  impartial. 

Hotel. — I  recommend  the  Rose  and  Crown  {J. 
Trotter)  at  Bainbridge  as  being  thoroughly  com- 
fortable, though  homely,  g3od  cuisine,  spotless 
cleanliness,  and  inclusive  terms  of  Ss.  per  day. 
Host  and  hostess  are  a  most  pleasant  and  obliging 
young  couple,  who  are  already  achieving  a  reputa- 
tion for  the  hotel.  Bainbridge  (1  mile  from  Askrigg 
Station,  N.E.R.)  is  by  far  the  best  fishing  centre, 
and  the  nearest  hotel  (a rough  country  inn  excepted) 
to  Semmerwater.  Mention  my  name  to  Mr.  Trotter 
and  I  am  sure  he  will  do  his  utmost  for  you. 

Flies. — Consult  James  Blades,  fishing  tackle 
maker,  Hawes,  as  to  flies  and  casts  and  best  water 
to  fish  (fly),  and  he  will  put  you  in  the  best  possible 
position  to  obtain  sport.  He  is  an  expert,  and  a 
capital  fellow  in  every  way.  It  is  useless  to  take 
winged  flies,  or  those  on  coarser  gut  than  finest 
drawn  for  those  waters  (the  natives  use  single  hair 
fly  links  and  casts,  but  this  is  not  altogether  neces- 
sary). His  flies  are  Is.  9d.  a  dozen ;  if  he  attends 
you  it  is  5s.  a  day  and  train  fare  and  lunch,  etc., 
but  if  you  are  strange  to  the  district  it  is  money 
well  spent  to  have  him  for  a  day  or  two.  A  shilling 
Yorkshire  Fishery  licence  is  necessary. 

River  Yore,  Hawes  Association  water. — 5s.  a 
week,  2s.  a  day ;  hard  fished,  and  when  I  left  on 
May  24,  so  low  and  clear  as  not  to  be  worth  fishing 
until  a  good  rain ;  4  miles. 

River  Yore,  Askrigg  Club  water. — Much  better 
length,  about  5  miles.  Not  so  hard  fished  and  more 
water,  but  up  to  May  24  too  low  for  fly,  except  on 
the  big  pools  or  "dubs,"  and  they  require  a  good 
breeze.  Same  price  as  the  Hawes  water,  but  better 
fishing.  Wading  upstream  exceedingly  useful,  but 
not  absolutely  essential.  Care  must  be  taken  in 
wading,  especially  near  the  deep  pools,  where  the 
bottom  shelves  ofi  very  suddenly  and  is  soft  and 
treacherous.  Fish  average  rather  under  ^Ib.,  and 
the  size  limit  is  7in.  An  occasional  pounder  is  got 
or  |-pounder.  Big  baskets  are  not  to  be  expected, 
a  dozen  or  eighteen  fish  a  day  being  satisfactory 
work  to  fly ;  they  sometimes  came  very  short. 
Early  May  is  usually  a  better  time  for  Yore  than 
June,  except  for  night  fishing;  worm,  gentle,  and 
minnow  are  all  allowed.  Plenty  of  grayling,  but 
not  legally  takeable  until  (I  think)  June  30. 

Semmerwater. — About  2J  miles  from  the  Rose 
and  Crown  Hotel.  Best  way  is  to  fish  up  the  little 
river  Bain,  2  miles  in  length,  to  its  debouch  from 
Semmerwater,  as  it  holds  capital  trout  when  in  fair 
volume,  which  rise  better  to  fly  than  in  Yore, 
average  size  about  three  to  the  pound.  On  arriving 
at  the  lake  you  can  obtain  a  boat  (if  not  previously 
engaged)  from  Mr.  Metcalfe,  Low  Blean  Farm  (just 
on  east  side  of  the  foot  of  lake),  or  Mr.  Hodgson, 
Countersett,  Boar  Inn  (just  up  a  steep  hill  to  west 
of  the  bridge).  Boats  are  2s.  6d.  or  2s.  per  day,  and 
I  usually  give  the  rower  Is.  6d.  for  himself.  Tea 
can  be  had  very  good  for  6d.  at  the  Boar  Inn. 
Fishing  on  Bain  and  Semmerwater  free  to  visitors 
to  the  Rose  and  Crown  by  ticket  from  Mr.  Trotter. 
Flies  same  as  for  Yore.  The  Green  Drake  should 
be  killing  about  the  time  you  mention.  Lake  is 
well  stocked  with  trout  averaging  three  to  the 
pound ;  a  breeze  is  necessary.  Success  can  be  had 
from  the  shores,  but  wading  is  risky.  Certain  spots 
on  west  side  horribly  "quagmiry,"  the  rest  safe  and 
firm. 

I  had  about  sixty  fish  in  the  eight  days,  but 
water  was  too  low  and  wind  too  cold  for  really 
decent  sport,  though  I  rose  dozens  which  came  too 
short.  I  advise  you  to  ask  Blades  to  wire  state  of 
weather  and  water  before  starting. 

Scenery  very  pretty,  air  bracing ;  shops  at  Bain- 
bridge, also  at  Hawes,  seven  minutes  by  train.  I 
have  been  many  times  and  always  feel  like  home. 
Fishing  fair,  even  good  at  times;  but  too  much 
must  not  be  expected. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  Taylor, 

PLAYING  FISH  THAT  LEAP. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Tod  and 
"Black  Hackle"  give  us  further  considerations  in 


addition  to  your  own  very  apposite  remarks  (in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  27)  with  regard  to  allowing 
slack  line  to  a  leaping  fish,  and  the  really  dangerous 
moment  when  one  is  playing  an  active  customer  in 
its  "  flurry  "  on  top  of  the  water,  or  when  it  bolts 
while  being  brought  in. 

"  ■  Disclaiming  all  tendency  to  carping  criticism  as 
unworthy  in  such  considerations,  the  question 
involved  seems  entirely  one  of  resistances  to  elastic 
strains,  combined  with  the  possibility  of  a  fish 
breaking  weak  tackle  or  a  bad  hold  by  twisting 
itself  rapidly. 

The  mere  fact  of  a  hooked  fish  jumping  into  the 
air  does  not  appear  to  me  to  add  to  the  danger  of 
losing  it  if  a  sufficiently  elastic  tension  is  main- 
tained. Mr.  Tod  admits  that  there  is  more  resist- 
ance in  water  than  in  air,  in  his  fourth  case,  that 
is,  the  act  of  leaping  wildly,  and  gives  an  instance 
of  a  fish  grounded  on  a  shallow,  with  the  united 
resistances  of  air,  land,  and  water,  which,  if  he 
will  pardon  my  thinking  it  scarcely  to  the  point, 
is  suggestive  of  that  trout  having  been  much  better 
hooked  than  has  frequently  happened  to  most  of 
us  when  trying  to  land  a  fish  without  a  net,  or 
when  the  played  fish  is  found  kicking  about  un- 
hooked the  moment  aft3r  it  is  safe  in  the  landing 
net.  Of  course,  if  a  fish  is  well  hooked  and  one's 
tackle  is  strong  enough, 'it  does  not  matter  if  by 
reason  of  a  slack  line  control  over  him  is  tem- 
porarily lost.  It  is  quite  a  different  thing  when  a 
hitch  in  the  reel  occurs,  or  one  tries  to  play  a  big 
fish  with  too  fine  tackle,  an  insufficiently  elastic 
rod,  and  a  tight  line. 

In  the  case  which  "  Black  Hackle  "  supposes  the 
tension  which  did  not  cause  a  break  before  the  fish 
leaped,  one  fantor  of  which  was  the  resistance  of 
the  water,  would  not  be  greater  on  the  fish's  return 
thereto  but  rather  less  at  the  instant  of  impact  ; 
and  if  the  angler  were  not  at  the  moment  holding 
his  line  hard,  the  elasticity  of  a  held  up  rod  and  a 
free  reel  should  be  sufficient  to  counteract  ordinary 
danger  as  well  as  to  minimise  all  tendency  to  jerk 
or  jar. 

The  safe  course  in  the  uncertainty  of  how  a  fish 
may  be  hooked  appears  to  be  to  play  it  softly,  yet 
so  as  to  keep  it  under  sufficient  control  until 
mastered  whether  it  is  an  acrobat  or  bores  heavily. 

With  the  best  intentions  to  the  contrary,  fish  will 
be  often  lost,  and  often  without  any  evident  reason 
— an  ordinary  occurrence  that  must  still,  I  fear,  be 
reckoned  among  the  unavoidable  accidents  of  flood 
and  field. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

Veytaux,  Switzerland. 


FISH  THAT  LEAP. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  editorial  on  Blagdon  trout 
fairly  makes  one's  mouth  water;  but  you  speak  of 
the  old  canon  of  lowering  one's  colours,  that  i=, 
rod  point,  to  a  leaping  fish  as  "an  exploded  one." 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  under  any  circum- 
stances a  dangerous  jar  is  averted  by  the  old  plan, 
and  that  if  the  trout  is  at  all  fairly  hooked,  the 
momentary  slackening  will  not  aSect  the  hold. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  has  exactly  expressed  my  views  in 
his  most  valuable  article  of  May  27.  I  am  entirely 
with  you  re  dangers  in  reeling  in,  when  one  cannot 
be  too  prepared  for  another  rush. — Yours  truly. 

Black  Hackle. 

[I  said  in  my  opinion  the  canon  that  you  should 
always  drop  your  rod  point  when  a  fish  you  have 
hooked  jumps  is  an  exploded  one.  I  ought  to  have 
said  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  The  only  time  I 
should  drop  it  might  be  with  a  fish  on  a  very  short 
line,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  better  to  let 
the  little  extra  strain  come  on  the  spring  of  the 
rod.  Anyway.  I  know  that  I  have  often  lost  fish 
through  the  line  getting  slack  for  a  second  by 
accident,  such  as  stumbling  when  following  a  fish 
along  the  bank,  and  I  cannot  remember  losing  one 
through  not  dropping  the  rod  point ;  but  I  have 
lost  many  through  being  careless  of  the  golden  rule 
in  angling,  namely,  "  Keep  your  rod  point  well  up  " 
when  playing  a  fish — he  cannot  get  a  dead  pull  if 
you  do  that,  whereas  if  you  drop  your  rod  there  is 
a  very  good  chance  he  may  get  a  pull  straight  on 
the  reel. — Ed.] 


MORE  FISH  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — On  Saturday  last,  May  27, 
by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Water  Board,  I 
netted,  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  one  of  the  reser- 
voirs at  Sunbury  with  the  following  results  : — 

By  midday  we  had  well  filled  a  ballast  punt  with 
good  stock  fish,  comprising  bream,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  ;  the  perch  nothing  above  8oz.  to  I2oz.,  but 
the  bream  were  a  particularly  fine  sample,  a  large 
number  between  31b.  and  41b.,  while  a  few  would 
scale  between  51b.  and  61b. 

These  were  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Gordon, 
and  with  the  aid  of  a  stout  nag  and  some  willing 
workers  the  punt  was  towed  upstream  to  Weybridge, 
where  the  fish  were  transferred  to  the  Thames,  and 
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only  four  succumbed  to  the  journey,  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  fish  from  Suabury  to  Weybridge 
being  defrayed  by  the  Weybridge  Angling  Society. 

By  this  time,  noon,  the  sun  had  gained  great 
power,  and  I  thought  it  advisible  to  distribute  the 
remaining  hauls  in  the  liver  as  quickly  as  possible, 
more  particularly  as  the  water  of  the  reservoir  was 
getting  very  foul  and  muddy,  in  consequence  of  our 
repeated  dragging  ;  therefore,  you  will  readily  under- 
stand that  the  fish  would  be  quite  unable  to  with- 
stand a  long  journey. 

It  was  now  six  o'clock,  and  sU  were,  more  or 
less,  very  muddy  and  very  tired,  therefore  gave  the 
order  to  cease  fire,  but  knowing  there  still  remained 
a  quantity  of  good  fish  in  the  reservoir  we  ap- 
proached Mr.  A.  A.  Gill,  the  chief  engineer,  as  to 
removing  them  on  Monday,  May  29,  the  day  on 
which  all  the  water  would  be  practically  run  off. 

His  permission  was  readily  given,  and  in  fact  the 
hearty  thanks  of  the  T.A.P.S.  are  due  to  him  for 
rendering  all  the  assistance  which  lay  in  his  power. 

On  th  e  following  Monday,  therefore,  under  the 
direction  of  Head  Keeper  Eyre  and  Moffat,  aided 
by  some  local  enthusiasts,  what  fish  remained  weie 
1  emoved  an  d  placed  in  the  Thames  at  Walton  and 
Sunbury  Reach. 

Amongst  a  number  of  well-known  anglers  present 
on  Saturday  (May  27)  were  Messrs.  Higgins  (Hon. 
Sec  of  the  T.A.P.S.),  Arthur  Price  (True  Waltonians), 
Grimmett  (New  Albions),  W.  H.  Bresrer  (Friendly 
Anglers),  and  a  strong  contingent  from  the  up- 
river  trout  restocking  associations. 

Clark,  of  Sunbury,  had  charge  of  the  nets,  being 
assisted  by  Otto  Hone,  E.  Rosewell,  and  Poulter. 

As  usual,  the  Thames  Conservancy  rendered  very 
valuable  assistance  in  ( placing  at  our  service  the 
steam  launch  Brent. 

With  kind  regards,  trusting  you  are  well. — ^ Yours 
faithfully,  Frederick  Berry. 

130,  Jermyn-street,  S.W. 

P.S. — The  total  result  has  been  estimated  at 
2|  tons,  but  I  think  we  may  safely  say  2  tons. 


FOR  MR.  H.  GARNTET  ROLT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  "20  a  letter  on  "  Are  Wings  ever  Necessary  on 
a  Dry- Fly,"  by  H.  G.  Rolt.  Will  Mr.  Rolt  kindly 
say  where  I  can  get  a  fly  he  calls  the  "  Governor's 
Invention  "  '/ — Yours  truly,  F.  V.  Maude. 


NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
executive  council  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers  will  be  held  at  the  Saracen's  Head  Hotel, 
Snow  Hill,  Holborn,  London,  on  Satnrday,  June  3, 
at  2  p.m. — Youis  truly,         Thos.  W.  Redford, 

57,  Dorset-street,  Bolton.  Hon.  Sec. 

Agenda. 

"Minutes  of  l;ist  meeting.  Annual  report  and 
balance-sheet.  Repoit  of  result  of  application  for 
extension  of  date  of  return  by  angler's  railway  ticket. 
Consideration  of  the  views  and  requirements  of  each 
section  of  the  Federation  on  the  Freshwater  Fishery 
Laws  Proposed  Amendment  Bill.  The  Hull  and 
District  Association  give  notice  that  they  will  take 
the  opinion  of  the  executive  council  on  the  action  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  in  issuing  a  notice  to 
Yorkshiie  anglers,  dated  June  1,  1904,  prohibiting 
angling  for  eels  during  the  close  sea=on — namely, 
March  15  to  June  15,  inclusive.  Election  of  officers 
for  next  year.  Appointment  of  place  of  next  annual 
meeting.    Other  business,  if  any. 


A  GOOD  WORD  FOR  LOUGH  MELVIN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Novice,"  I  can 
strongly  recommend  him  to  go  to  Lough  Melvin  for 
an  ideal  spot  to  spend  his  Whitsuntide,  where  he 
will  find  all  he  requires,  and  plenty  of  it,  too.  He 
does  not  give  his  address,  but  most  of  the  railways 
give  cheap  bookings  from  the  principal  stations, 
and  if  he  will  book  to  Bundoran  he  can  break  his 
journey  at  Ballyshannon  for  Lough  Melvin.  For 
myself  I  prefer  the  Midland  route  vi&  Heysham  to 
Belfast,  as  it  is  a  decided  pleasure  to  travel  by 
their  new  steamers,  the  attention  given  on  board 
being  oil  that  could  be  desiied. 

My  wife  and  myself  have  just  returned  from  a 
most  enjoyable  holi  lay,  staying  with  Pat  Magoiiigle, 
Dernasser,  Lough  Melvin.  This  typical  Irishman 
now  caters  for  visitors  on  rather  a  larger  scale,  and 
has  three  excellent  boats  on  the  lough.  He  and  his 
son  Barney,  knowit)g  as  they  do  all  the  fishing 
ground,  I  can  promise  "Novice"  he  would  be  in 
most  capable  hands  with  either  of  them,  and  if  he 
has  the  usual  appetite  of  a  fisherman,  he  will  enjoy 
the  excellent  fare  provid  ed  by  Pat' s  daughter  Bridget, 
■who  has  always  a  welcome  for  one  in  the  shape  of 
a  substantial  meal ;  of  course  it  is  desirable  to  take 
a  few  luxuries  in  the  shape  of  tinned  goods,  etc.,  Pat's 
cottage  being  almost  on  the  banks  of  lough,  and 
about  four  miles  away  from  a  town.  The  fishing 
on  the  lough  is  free,  but  as  regards  liis  query  on 


river  fishing,  the  charge  is  four  shillings  a  day,  and 
can  be  had  at  Ballyshannon  on  the  River  Erne, 
which  includes  all  fees  except  in  the  case  of  salmon 
fishing,  for  which  I  believe  there  are  special  terms. 

I  have  just  had  a  note  to  the  effect  that  the  May 
Fly  is  coming  on,  and  if  "  Novice  "  feels  disposed  to 
try  dapping,  now  is  his  opportunity. 

We  had  splendid  sport  during  our  stay,  and  on 
calm  evenings  there  is  nothing  mo-  e  delightful  than 
"  stalking  "  trout.  The  method  I  adopted  was  to 
get  Pat  or  Barney  to  row  me  gently  over  some  of 
the  sunken  islands  and  look  out  for  a  "rise,"  when 
I  would  cast  over  with  a  rather  large  floating  fly 
(Greenwell's  Glory),  and  then  look  out  for  squalls, 
as  the  cast  must  be  the  finest  and  the  fish  nearly 
always  a  pounder.  My  best  evening's  fishing 
numbered  seven,  and  the  best  day's  fishing  during 
my  stay  twenty-seven.  If  "Novice"  would  like 
any  further  particulars  I  should  be  pleased  to 
answer  him. — Yours  truly,  Leaster  Dixon. 
■  Settle,  Yorks. 


FLIES  FOR  WEST  OF  IRELAND  LAKES 
FOR  JUNE. 

Dear  Sir,— Would  some  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  give  me  some  information  about  the  most 
killing  flies,  etc.,  on  the  lakes  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
during  June  ?  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

A  Novice. 


TROUBLE  WITH  CEMENTED  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  reader  of  your  valuable  paper 
I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  if  you  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  inform  me  what  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  take  the  acid  out  of  cement  so  that  it  would  not 
kill  fish  ?  I  have  made  a  large  wooden  case  into  an 
aquarium  by  putting  about  an  inch  of  cement  all 
round  the  wood ;  I  soaked  it  for  four  days,  changing 
the  water  twice  daily.  I  then  put  in  a  few  small 
fish,  but  they  died  after  being  in  a  few  hours.  I 
have  not  yet  put  in  any  weeds,  but  intend  doing  so, 
also  snails,  and  would  like  to  know  if  they  will  help 
to  keep  the  case  pure,  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

S.  J.  Nelson. 

[I  fear  it  is  the  lime  which  kills — I  never  heard  of 
acid  in  cement.  If  Mr.  Nelson  could  boil  his 
aquarium  it  might  hurry  the  maturing  of  the 
cement,  but  until  the  lime  is  all  neutralised  the  fish 
and  snails  will  suffer. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  INSTOW. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  about  fishing  prospects  in  July 
and  August  around  Instow  in  North  Devon. 
Rumours  of  bass  in  the  estuary,  and  salmon  and 
trout  in  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  have  reached  me, 
and  some  definite  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  sea  and  river  fishing,  the  localities,  and  baits 
and  payments  required  would  be  of  much  service. 
Fly  fishing  is  most  desired,  and  any  details,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  best  flies,  and  whether  to  be 
fished  wet  or  dry,  would  be  much  appreciated. — 
Yours  truly,  A  Novice  in  Devon. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ORKNEYS. 
De\r  Sir, — The  last  two  autumns  I  spent  about 
five  weeks  (each  year)  at  Stromness  in  August  and 
September,  fishing  Lochs  Stennes  and  Harray. 
The  first  year  was  good,  if  not  grand.  Last  year  I 
was  told  fishing  was  very  good  in  July,  but  was 
spoilt  by  very  high  tides  when  the  lakes  were  low, 
the  salt  acting  prejudicially  to  sport.  Such  an 
accident  is,  I  believe,  rare.  There  are  other  lochs 
of  good  repute  which  I  did  not  fish.  Brown  trout 
are  the  stand-by,  sea-trout  rare.  I  think  August 
and  September  rather  late  for  the  best  sport.  A 
line  to  Mr.  John  Mackay,  of  the  Stromness  Hotel, 
would  get  reliable  information  as  to  the  present 
state  of  the  fishing.  The  hotel  accommodation  is 
most  excellent,  and  I  shall  very  probably  go  to 
Stromness  this  year. — Yours  truly,  B.  D. 

TROUT  AND  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED 
CLOSE  TO  ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  inform  me  where  good 
trout  and  coarse  fishing  can  be  obtained  close  to 
Ashton-under-Lyne ;  also  the  best  killing  baits  for 
both  bottom  and  fly  fishing  for  the  district.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly,        H.  W. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

We  are  asked  to  insert  the  following  letter  : — 
1,  Market-street,  York,  May  26. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  to-day's 
date,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  as  there  appears  to 
be  some  ambiguity  in  the  statutes  relating  to  the 
capture  of  eels,  it  has  been  decided  to  let  the 
matter  rest  at  present,  and  if  it  should  be  necessary 
in  the  future  to  prohibit  "  angling  "  for  eels  during 
close  time  ample  warning  will  be  given  to  the  clubs 
and  the  public. 


The  rivers  Ouso  and  Foas  are  not  now  governed 
by  any  law  different  from  those  governing  any 
other  river  in  Yorkshire. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Edmund  Jones,  Secretary. 
Mb.  R.  Oglesby,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Yorkshire  Herald  Anerling  Club, 
Coney-street,  York. 

AUGUST  FLIES  FOR  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  the  best  trout  flies  for  August  in  the 
Lake  District  ?  and  oblige — Yours  truly,     P.  M. 

SAINT  JEAN  DE  LUZ. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  give  me  any  information 
about  fishing  near  Saint  Jean  deLuz,  near  Biarritz  ? 
— Yours  truly,  R.  A. 

[I  advise  our  correspondent  to  get  a  very  well 
got  up  and  useful  little  "  Guide  to  Saint  Jean  de 
Luz  and  its  Neighbou'-hood,"  published  by  Messrs. 
R.  MacLehose  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  University  Press, 
Glasgow,  price  about  Is.  I  believe  that  great  sport 
with  the  red  and  white  tuna  or  tunny  could  be  had 
by  anglers  who  went  properly  equipped  to  fight  the 
huge  fish.  There  is  ^ood  general  sea  fishing  and 
fair  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood. — Ed, J 

NON-KINKING  LEADS  FOR  WHIFFING. 

Dear  Sir, — A  man  that  says  that  a  boat-shape 
lead  properly  made  turns  over  and  kinks  the  line 
cannot  know  much  about  fishing.  There  may  be  a 
certain  amount  of  twist  put  into  the  line  by  the 
friction  of  the  rings,  but  it  must  be  a  very  hard 
and  badly  twisted  line  that  would  turn  over  a 
boat-shape  lead.  You  say,  "  If  the  line  or  trace 
can  turn  in  the  lead  or  the  attachment  the  lead  is 
of  no  use  in  preventing  kinking.  If  it  can  not  turn 
then  the  under-hung  lead  makes  the  swivel  below 
it  work  and  prevents  kinking,"  and  you  go  on  to 
say  that  the  one  illustrated  is  the  best  form  to  use 
— this  has  a  swivel  inserted  so  as  to  allow  the  line 
to  twist  up  or  untwist  as  it  likes.  I  will  not  pass 
an  opinion  on  the  drawing  only  to  say  it  is  a  fine 
thing  to  scare  fish  with,  especially  in  clear  water,  and 
fine  for  picking  up  weed  and  any  floating  substance. 
I  think  I  shall  still  use  my  swivel  detachable  lead 
of  the  boat  shape  pattern  until  I  see  something 
better.  The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating. 
Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 

[We  hope  none  of  our  readers  who  saw  the  illustra- 
tion of  the  lead  which  Mr.  A.  F.  Allman  uses  in  our 
issue  of  May  27,  1905,  will  be  deterred  from  trying 
it  by  Mr.  Hoarder's  sneers.  I  would  back  Mr. 
Allman  as  a  practical  sea  angler  against  Mr.  Hearder 
any  day. — Ed.] 


BIG  TROUT  ON  THE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir,  —  As  Sir  Herbert '  Maxwell  claims 
nothing  larger  than  61b.  for  a  trout  on  a  dry-fly 
I  do  not  think  I  need  be  ashamed  of  mine.  I  took 
it  at  Kintbury  on  June  7,  1903,  with  an  Egyptian 
goose  May  Fly  tied  by  Ogden  Smith,  and  its  weight 
was  81b.  4oz.  It  has  been  set  up  with  the  fly  left 
in  position  with  an  inch  or  so  of  the  gut  attached. 
Some  years  previously  I  believe  one  of  81b.,  just 
over  or  under,  was  taken  at  the  same  place  by 
Mr.  Winthropp.  These,  though  they  may  not  be 
records,  I  think  you  will  say  are  good  fish  for  a 
dry-fly. — Yours  truly,  G.  H.  Baxter. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Baxter  would  lend  his  fine  fish  to 
the  Earl's  Court  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  ? 
If  so,  I  feel  sure  Mr.  Hartley  would  like  to  have  it 
—Ed.] 


FLIES  FOR  ANGLESEA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "B  D.,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  27,  re  flies  for  Coron  and  Maelog, 
Anglesea,  I  have  for  over  thirty  years  made  the 
patterns  suited  for  Coron  Lake.  They  are  Mallard 
and  Claret,  Orange  and  Woodcock,  and  an  Olive 
Dun  and  that  old  pattern  the  Governor.  These 
constitute  the  best  flies ;  of  course.  Black  Gnats  in 
June  might  be  included,  or  Black  and  Silver.  June 
is  late  for  Coron  on  account  of  the  weed  which 
almost  covers  the  surface.  March  and  April  are 
the  best  months. — Yours  truly, 

Basnett  street,  Liverpool.        Henry  Whitxy^,  i 


PUT  NO  MINNOWS  IN  A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Bazley  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  27,  that  he 
is  surprised  at  the  total  absence  of  minnows  at 
Blagdon.  Perhaps  it  would  be  worth  while  adding 
a  word  of  warning  to  those  readers  who  are  not 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  it  is  the  worst  thing  one  can 
do  to  a  good  rising  pond,  tarn,  or  lake  to  put 
minnows  in. — Yours  truly,        Oliver  Procter. 

{^Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  405.] 

Thb  Pishinq  Gazhttb  Ispnbllshed  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Boolj- 
stalla,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
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SATURDAY,  JUNE  10,  1905. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Sport  at  Blagdon  Lake. 
Mr.  M.  R.  L.  White  has  recently  been  amongst 
the  Blagdon  trout  again,  in  a  few  days'  fishing 
getting  twenty-four  trout,  all  on  the  fly,  averaging 
3.ilb.  to  41b.,  his  best  fish  being  61b.  lloz.  The  Rev. 
G.  E.  Mackie  also  had  some  fair  sport,  one  day  taking 
two  fish  of  61b.  5oz.  and  61b.  9oz.  on  the  fly,  and 
another  over  4lb.  Many  of  Mr.  White's  fish  were 
returned.  On  the  previous  visit,  when  Mr.  Hardy 
Corfe  and  Mr.  White  creeled  fifty-eight  fish,  2601b., 
all  but  seven  were  caught  on  the  fly,  the  odd  ones 
being  taken  spinning.  Though  only  employed  on 
that  occasion  to  fill  up  odd  moments,  it  proved 
quite  deadly  enough. 

Fishing  in  the  Wutach  (Black  Forest). 

A  friend,  a  member  of  the  Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club, 
writes :  — 

"  I  am  sending  you  two  flies  from  the  Wutach 
(Black  Forest),  which  I  believe  to  be  true  May 
Flies.  They  are  just  now  hatching  out  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river.  Can  you  identify  them  ?  They 
are  yellower  and  finer  in  form,  I  think,  than  the 
March  Brown,  though  hardly  as  large,  I  think. 

"The  upper  part  of  this  river  is  sadly  out  of 
order  this  season  from  poisonous  matter  that  comes 
from  some  manufactories  higher  up.  It  is  all  to  be 
made  right  shortly  by  orders  of  the  Baden  Govern- 
ment, and  the  offending  companies  have  got  to  pay 
a  fine  and  provide  proper  filtering  beds.  For- 
tunately, the  lower  part  of  the  river  is  quite 
uninjured,  and  for  thirty  miles,  at  least,  the  fishing 
is  as  good  as  ever.  My  bags  for  the  last  nine  days' 
fishing  at  Thiengen,  May  20  to  May  30,  have 
averaged  over  fifty  trout  and  grayling  per  diem, 
exactly  288  trout  and  165  grayling  in  nine  con- 
secutive days'  fishing,  barring  Sundays.  I  could 
only  weigh  two  lots,  as  generally  the  trout  were 
kept  alive.  One  bag  of  fifty  weighed  35lb.,  the 
other  bag  of  sixty -six  weighed  421b. ;  this  works 
out  at  nearly  fib.  per  fish.  A  large  proportion 
were  taken  with  the  dry  fly.  The  sport  is  grand 
in  such  a  swift  stream,  though,  unfortunately,  the 
largest  fish  almost  always  break  off,  through  getting 


down  stream  faster  than  one  can  sprint  after  them 
along  the  rough  banks." 

This  letter  reached  me  when  May  Fly  fishing 
Herefordshire — the  flies  sent  are  May  Flies.  The 
sport  mentioned  is  very  good. 

Angler  "  Much  Bitten  "  by  a  Trout. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Western  Times,  Exeter, 
says : — 

"  Just  now  both  the  East  and  West  Ockment 
seem  very  full  of  trout,  and  many  are  of  good 
size.  Following  on  the  announcement  recently 
made  of  the  capture  by  Mr.  S.  Newcombe,  jun.,  of 
a  fine  fish  weighing  21b.  4oz.,  comes  another  catch 
of  what  is  probably  the  largest  trout  taken  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  fish,  which  was  secured  in  the 
West  Ockment  by  Alfred  Sanders,  weighed  no  less 
than]  31b.  6oz.,  and  measured  23in.  in  length  and 
5in.  across,  and  was  beautifully  marked.  The 
trout  was  not  secured  without  a  deal  of  trouble, 
and  but  for  the  fact  that  it  jumped  over  the  weir 
at  the  west  bridge  and  into  shallow  water,  it  is 
highly  improbable  whether  it  would  have  been 
landed.  As  it  was,  young  Sanders  was  much  bitten 
about  the  hands  in  securing  his  prize.  The  fish  has, 
it  is  stated,  been  secured  by  one  of  the  officers  at 
the  camp,  and  sent  away  to  be  preserved  for 
presentation  to  the  Exeter  Museum.  Mr.  Geo. 
James,  on  Monday,  also  caught  a  fine  basket  of 
fish  in  the  East  Ockment,  there  being  one  or  two 
different  species  of  trout  amongst  the  fish,  which 
averaged  about  |lb.  each,  and  made  a  most  tempting 
dish.  With  the  probability  of  rain,  the  rivers 
should  be  in  a  good  state  for  further  sport.". 

A  trout  which  jumps  over  a  weir  and  then 
attacks  its  captor  in  this  way  is  worthy  of 
stuffing. 


A  Capital  Knee  Pad  for  Fly  Fishers. 

I  have  tried  a  good  many  knee  pads  at  different 
times,  but  have  usually  found  that  they  were 
deficient  in  some  respects— the  chief  objection 
being  to  the  fact  that  the  strap  above  the  knee  has 
to  be  uncomfortably  tight  or  the  pad  slips  down. 
A  practical  angler,  Mr.  Wm.  Hampson,  of  Messrs. 
Hampson  and  Scott,  Clarence  Saddlery  Works, 
Walsall,  has  brought  out  a  capital  knee  pad.  The' 
difficulty  of  the  top  strap  is  got  over  by  having  an 
elastic  strap  between  two  leather  ones,  so  you  get  a 
regular  tension  without  its  being  at  all  incon- 
veniently tight.  In  every  way  this  new  pad  seems 
to  me  to  be  very  good— it  is  waterproof,  flexible, 
and  the  pad  comes  just  where  it  is  wanted.  In 
sending  it  Mr.  Hampson  says: — 

"Re  Kneeling  Pads  fob  Anglers. 
'  Dear  Sir, — I  have  never  seen  a  knee  pad  for 
anglers  advertised,  although  I  take  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  have  done  so  for  many  years,  and  read  it 
religiously  every  week  ;  neither  does  one  see  them 
listed  by  tackle  dealers. 

"I  find  a  knee  pad  indispensable  when  fishing 
from  the  bank  without  waders,  and  have  had  con- 
siderable trouble  to  get  what  I  wanted,  but  after 
making  and  trying  various  pads,  a  really  useful 
article  in  this  line  has  been  made.  I  am  sending 
you  one  by  the  same  post.  Will  you  kindly  try  it  ? 
Strap  it  on  with  the  leg  straight,  and  draw  the  top 
strap  fairly  tight,  the  spring  will  allow  it  to  give  to 
bend  of  knee. 

"I  have  tried  the  ordinary  saddler's  horse  knee 
cap,  but  found  it  did  not  answer— the  block  was  too 
hard  and  small— being  made  of  cloth,  soon  wet 
through  ;  besides,  a  fisherman  does  not  like  to  walk 
about  in  horse  gear. 

"Many  angling  friends  who  have  seen  this 
improved  pad  want  to  buy  it,  so  I  have  arranged 
with  a  wholesale  firm  who  make  these  goods  to  put 
it  on  the  market  as  the  '  Dove '  Kneeling  Pad- 
registered. 

I  hope  if  you  approve  of  this  kneeling  pad 
you  will  be  able  to  notice  it,  and  that  the  one  sent 
may  be  of  practical  use  to  you  at  an  early  date." 

Chess  Trout  Poisoned. 

The  admirers  of  that  charmmg  trout  stream,  the 
Chess,  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  seventeen  dead  fish 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gkatling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Plies  for  Trout  and  Grayling.'' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  SMhject."— Fishing  Gazette. 


were  taken  out  of  the  river  at  Bois  Mill  last 
Wednesday  and  Thursday.  This  fishery  is  the 
first  length  of  the  river  below  the  sewage  farm 
efHuent.  It  is  satisfactory  to  the  Gresham  Society's 
members  that  their  water  is  above  the  sewage  farm. 
The  bulk  of  the  fish  were  from  l^lb.  to  31b.,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  a  perfect  trout  weighing 
21b.  lOoz.  taken  the  first  day,  upon  which  no 
indication  of  the  cause  could  be  detected,  they 
were  not  discovered  in  a  fit  condition  for  autopsy, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  the  wretched  sewage  farm 


has  done  the  mischief. 


R.  B.  Marston. 


ANGLING  IN  FINLAND. 


In  view  of  the  number  of  Englishmen  who  now 
aimually  repair  to  Finland  for  angling  purposes — 
as  containing  some  useful  local  information,  and 
as  showing  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  accompanied 
in  that  country  by  a  guide  or  tolk  who  really  knows 
his  way  about — the  following  correspondence,  taken 
from  the  Finnish  magazine,  Tidshrift  for  Jagare 
och  Fiskarc,  is  interesting.  The  first  letter,  entitled, 
"  Ocksil  en  Fiskef iird,"  appeared  in  the  September 
(1904)  issue  of  that  periodical ;  the  second  is  con- 
tained in  the  first  number  for  this  year. 

No.  1. — "Equipped  with  three  boxes  of  rods, 
three  double-barrelled  guns,  three  hundred  cart- 
ridges, any  quantity  of  fishing  appliances,  and 
boundless  hopes,  our  party  started  on  the  journey 
to  the  waters  of  northern  Finland,  said  to  be  so 
full  of  fish. 

"  Our  intention  was  first  to  go  to  Kemi,  and 
there  to  obtain  reliable  information  about  good 
water.  This  we  did,  and  determined  on  proceeding 
to  Luusua,  where  we  were  advised  to  go  by  the 
Station-Inspector  at  Kemi,  who  had  just  returned 
from  a  trip  there,  during  which  his  boat  capsized 
in  a  rapid  and  all  his  fishing  gear  was  lost.  In 
consequence  of  this  no  fish  were  caught.  We 
started,  however,  and  got  as  far  as  Rovaniemi 
by  roads,  which  were  at  the  best  beneath  criticism. 
Plere  the  rods  were  brought  out,  but  the  results 
were  only  a  few  grayling,  the  largest  about  half-a- 
pound.  By  the  advice  of  a  peasant  we  now  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Ounasjoki  to  Marraskoski,  a  place 
where,  according  to  our  informant,  there  were 
salmon.  The  water  looked  extremely  well,  but  our 
take  during  the  four  days  we  remained  there  con- 
sisted of  small  grayling  and  some  pike,  the  largest 
of  the  latter  being  17  Jib.  The  pike  were  taken  on 
the  spoon,  and  most  of  the  grayling  on  the  fly. 
We  were  much  astonished  at  not  falling  in  with 
any  salmon  in  such  likely  looking  water,  and  made 
inquiries  of  the  peasants  as  to  how  they  fished. 
From  their  replies  it  appeared  that  they  caught 
salmon  in  the  so-called  '  pussinuotta,'  a  very  deep 
kind  of  net,  or  speared  them.  This  kind  of  fishing 
begins  about  Sept.  1,  and  goes  on  until  the  ice 
forms — that  is  to  say,  the  beginning  of  November. 
They  said  that  they  had  got  about  100  salmon  in 
one  night  in  this  way.  If  this  sort  of  thing  is 
allowed  to  go  on,  salmon  fishing,  it  is  evident,  must 
shortly  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  stringent 
measures  should  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

"  Disappointed  with  the  fishing  at  Marraskoski, 
we  returned  to  Rovaniemi,  and  from  thence  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  farm  of  Tycirykkii,  on  the  Kemijoki, 
two  (Finnish)  miles  from  Kemi.  There  we  found 
the  same  state  of  matters — splendid  water  and  no 
salmon.  One  of  the  party,  however,  at  last  got 
one  of  these  fish  barling,  which  weighed  13|lb. 
There  were  also  pike  here  in  superabundance.  .  .  . 
The  total  bag  during  our  stay  consisted  of  one 
salmon,  about  ten  pike,  and  twenty  grayhng  ;  none 
of  the  latter  weighed  more  than  a  pound. 

"  We  were  somewhat  puzzled  at  the  conflicting 
statements  made  by  the  peasants  in  regard  to  the 
fishing — it  was  a  rare  thing  to  come  across  two 
who  were  of  the  same  opinion.  A  river  watcher 
nformed  us  that  sometimes  the  salmon  were  so  fat 
that  they  would  not  trouble  themselves  to  eat ! 

Moreover,  the  wind  blew  steadily  from  the  north. 
But  what  all  agreed  in  was  that  if  we  had  come 
about  two  weeks  later  we  would  have  got  more 
fish  than  we  could  carry.  Everyone  said  that  the 
best  time  commenced  about  Sept.  15 — that  is  to 
say,  when  the  lawful  season  ends !  All  the  time 
the  Kemijoki  was  full  of  logs,  which  interfered 
seriously  with  the  fishing. 

We  were  much  astonished  under  the  circum- 
stances at  having  to  pay  twenty-five  marks  each 
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for  the  right  to  fish,  although  we  caught  only 
one  salmon. — E.  0." 

The  following  is  the  reply  addressed  to  the  writer 
of  the  above  by  the  Station-Inspector  of  Kemi: — 

"  OcKsi  EN  FiSKEFARD. 

"  I  have  read  with  no  small  astonishment  the 
article  with  the  above  title  in  the  magazine  in 
regard  to  the  Englishmen's  unfortunate  expedition. 
Amongst  other  things  you  say  that  you  were- advised 
by  the  Station -Inspector  at  Kemi  to  go  to  Luusua. 
Why  did  you  not  take  this  advice  ?  It  was 
imdoubtedly  good.  Instead  you  did  what  a  tolk 
and  travelling  guide  should  not  do.  You  followed 
the  advice  of  the  first  stupid  peasant  and  went  to 
Marraskoski,  on  the  Ounasjoki,  which  is  notorious 
for  the  few  salmon  it  contains.  It  is  evident  that 
the  Englishmen  themselves,  being  ignorant  of  the 
Finnish  language,  could  not  have  hit  off  this 
absurd  idea;  it  must  have  been  due  to  the  tolk. 
Thanks  to  Forest-Master  R.  Sandberg's  well-known 
courtesy,  a  steamer  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Englishmen  to  take  them  from  the  town  of 
Kemijarvi  to  Luusua,  which  is  considered  the  best 
place  for  fishing  on  the  Kemi  river.  When  the 
undersigned  visited  it  at  midsummer  the  ascending 
salmon  had  not  got  as  far,  but  there  were  immense 
numbers  of  large  grayling.  The  weather,  more- 
over, was  unfavoixrable  owing  to  thunder  and  rain, 
which  made  the  river  rise  and  put  the  salmon  off 
the  feed.  I  stayed  there  only  a  few  days.  When 
afterwards,  at  the  end  of  August,  I  met  the 
Englishmen  at  the  Romssi  Inn,  on  my  way  up  to 
Saari,  we  promised  to  inform  them  about  the  fishing 
there.  This  promise  we  fulfilled  the  next  day, 
■when  my  companion  went  to  the  '  Kiihkonen ' 
and  telephoned  to  the  Romssi  Inn,  strongly  urging 
the  Englishmen  to  come  on  to  Saari.  Whether 
they  were  informed  of  this  I  do  not  know.  At 
the  moment  no  doubt  they  were  out  fishing,  but 
perhaps  '  Mr.  Tolk '  could  say.  In  any  case  they 
did  not  come,  which  was  unfortunate,  as  they  would 
undoubtedly  have  got  salmon,  especially  as  these 
were  on  the  take.  The  result  of  our  three  days' 
fishing  was  six  salmon — weighing  respectively  3.5, 
7,  8,  10,  12.5,  and  16  kilos — besides  twelve  sea- 
trout,  some  grayling,  and  a  score  of  pike — a  very 
satisfactory  result.  In  regard  to  '  Mr.  Tolk's  '  com- 
plaint as  to  the  sum  paid  for  the  right  to  fish,  I 
consider  it  rather  too  low  than  too  high. 

"  The  statement  that  during  my  trip  down  from 
Kemijarvi  I  capsized  in  a  foss  and  so  lost  all  my 
fishing  gear  is  due  to  a  misunderstanding.  That 
I  upset  in  a  rapid  and  lost  some  rod-tops  is  true, 
but  this  happened  at  the  end  of  July,  and  a  little 
way  above  the  Kemi  priest's  residence,  in  a  foss 
called  Pentinkoski,  where  in  1620  a  .priest  was 
drowned.  When  I  saw  that  the  boat  was  on  the 
point  of  turning  over,  I  jumped  out  into  the  water 
in  a  standing  position,  and  catching  hold  of  the 
craft  prevented  it  fiom  being  carried  away  by  the 
stream.  Twelve  days  later,  when  the  water  in  the 
foss  had  fallen,  I  recovered  the  lost  articles. 

(Signed)  "Zacheis  Casteek. 

"  Kemi,  Nov.  27,  1904." 

From  the  above  it  would  seem  pretty  evident 
that  through  being  accompanied  by  an  incompetent 
tolk  the  sport  of  the  party  of  Englishmen  referred 
to  was  spoiled.  Rugde. 


COAESE  FISHING. 


THE  OPENING  SEASON. 


On  Friday  next  the  general  coarse  fishing  season 
opens,  and  those  innumerable  anglers  who  do  not 
indulge  in  the  pleasures  of  fly  fishing  will  have 
another  opportunity  of  trying  for  chub,  barbel, 
roach,  bream,  dace,  etc.  Sport  amongst  these  fish 
affords  a  great  amount  of  enjoyment,  and  often 
entails  a  large  amount  of  work  and  thought  before 
any  result  worth  mentioning  is  achieved.  Anglers, 
as  a  rule,  however,  never  seem  to  mind  what  incon- 
venience they  have  to  endure  provided  they  can 
get  sport,  and  by  now  their  rods  will  probably 
have  been  revarnished  and  have  new  rings.  There 
will  be  new  lines  well  dressed  to  enable  them  to 
float,  new  gut  traces,  and  new  hooks  all  ready  for 
the  opening  day. 

The  Thames,  the  principal  river  near  the 
Metropolis,  is  in  good  order.  The  water 
has  been  coloured  by  the  recent  rain,  and  every- 
one is  looking  forward  for  early  results  with 


an  ;  appetite  as  of  yore.  The  weirs  are  sure  to 
be  well  fished  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  season, 
for  here  will  be  found  the  largest  chub  and  the 
largest  barbel.  Those  who  have  experienced  the 
sport  these  two  kinds  of  fish  yield  are  sure  to  be 
early  on  the  scene,  and  they  will  fish  on  till  dawn, 
expecting  the  best  fish  early  and  late,  and  taking 
a  rest  in  midday.  For  chub  fishing  at  the  weirs  a 
fairly  strong  fine  is  required — say,  a  No.  2 — and 
a  hundred  yards  of  it,  but  it  must  be  well  dressed 
so  as  to  float  easily — a  good  soaking  with  the  best 
vaseline  is  as  good  as  anything,  though,  of  course, 
it  is  not  so  lasting  as  a  more  substantial  dressing. 
The  latter,  however,  often  renders  the  line  some- 
what stiff,  and  that  is  not  so  good  as  a  soft  line. 
A  fairly  heavy  float  should  be  used,  and  bait  a  worm 
just  hooked  through  the  head  and  allowed  to  "  swim  " 
in  the  usual  way,  a  bleak  as  when  trouting,  or  a  cherry 
— the  latter  being  a  good  bait  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Barbel  are  also  likely  to  be  caught  by  the  worm  used 
as  above,  but  if  legering  a  nice  piece  of  well-boiled 
greaves  is  a  tempting  bait.  Roach  have  only  just 
got  over  the  spawning,  and  should  really  not  be 
fished  for  yet.  Still,  as  there  are  many  anglers  who 
fish  only  for  roach,  they  may  be  recommended  to 
try  the  deep  water  just  at  present,  until  the  wind 
becomes  warmer.  Bream  will  be  also  found  in  the 
deep  sections  of  the  river,  but  in  a  much  quieter 
and  slacker  stream  than  the  roach.  Although 
legering  is  a  favourite  method  for  taking  these  fish, 
I  think  it  is  more  successful  at  night  than  in  the 
daytime.  Bream,  and  good  ones  too,  can  be  had 
by  float  fishing,  and  personally  I  prefer  this  style 
as  being  much  more  interesting  of  the  two.  It 
does  not  follow  that  the  float  need  always  "  swim," 
as  it  can  bo  placed  higher  up  the  line  than  the 
floating  depth,  and  thus  one  is  long  corking  (or 
float  legering).  The  best  baits  are  paste,  gentles, 
or  a  cube  of  bread. 

Bream  fishing  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  very 
successful  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  The  fish  at 
times  run  very  large,  and  if  one  gets  a  good  "  pitch  " 
where  the  fish  are  congregated  one  may  have  a 
heavy  bag  to  return  home  with.  The  best  baits  on 
the  Broads  are  marsh  worms  or  ordinary  white 
paste.  I  have  often  found  it  of  advantage  to  dis- 
colour the  water  with  a  bucketful  of  loosely  made 
bait,  which  sinks  steadily  to  the  bottom.  This  in 
still  water  is  a  good  method  of  attracting  the  fish 
and  holding  them  at  a  given  spot.  The  warmer  the 
weather  the  better  for  fishing  on  the  Broads.  This 
applies  not  only  to  bream  but  to  rudd,  for  which 
these  waters  are  famed.  To  take  these  fish  the 
prettiest  method  is  whipping  with  a  fly  rod,  keeping 
well  away  from  the  fish.  Or  if  the  shoal  be  a 
large  one — and  their  fins  can  be  seen  standing  out 
above  the  surface  of  the  water — a  small  piece  of 
white  chamois  leather  can  be  whipped  on  to  a 
small  bream  hook.  The  simple  rudd  take  this 
quite  as  well  as  gentles  after  it  has  been  allowed  to 
sink  under  the  water  about  a  foot.  The  bite  is 
detected  by  the  line  being  drawn  along  the  top  of 
the  water.  On  the  Broads  and  the  rivers  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  the  roach  appear  to  be  more 
forward  than  those  of  the  Thames,  so  that  they  are 
in  fairly  good  condition  even  shortly  after  the  open- 
ing!day.  I  can  recommend  the  Yare,  Bure,  Waveney, 
and  Thurne  as  good  rivers  to  fish,  though  the 
roach  of  the  latter  are  not  so  large  as  a  rule  as  on 
the  other  rivers.  The  largest  bream  are  said  to  be 
caught  on  the  first-named  river.  The  tide  is  often 
very  strong,  and  the  method  of  fishing  is  legering. 
In  using  a  perforated  bullet  it  is  apt  to  roll,  thus 
partly  clearing  the  hook  of  the  large  piece  of  paste 
used  as  bait ;  a  flat  lead  lies  better  on  the  bottom, 
but  is  likely  either  to  get  hung  up  in  some  obstacle  or 
embedded  in  the  bottom  if  it  be  of  mud — many 
sections  of  the  Norfolk  rivers  are  muddy;  so  to 
avoid  any  of  these  difficulties  the  Norfolk  fisher- 
men sometimes  use  a  plummet,  and  prevent  its 
slipping  down  on  to  the  hook  by  a  slip-knot  being 
made  and  a  wooden  match  put  through  the  loop 
before  it  is  pulled  tight.  The  slightest  touch  of  a 
fish  is  immediately  felt,  and  the  tug  of  a  heavy 
Yare  bream  cannot  be  mistaken. 

The  principal  fault  about  Norfolk  fish  is  that 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  the  pluck  of  those  from 
the  Thames.  They  fight  strongly  for  a  minute  or 
two,  plunging  to  the  bottom,  but  once  they  are 
turned  and  brought  up  towards  the  surface  they 
seem  to  lose  heart  and  give  up  the  contest.  Most 
of  the  fishing  stations  in  Norfolk  are  easily  reached 
from  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  so  if  one  wishes  for 
a  few  days'  sea  fishing  for  a  change  it  is  obtainable 
I  at  a  very  small  cost.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUB'S 
COMPETITION. 


[Telegram.] 

On  Loch  Leven  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  in  bitterly 
cold  weather,  forty-four  competitors,  total  catch, 
thirty-nine  trout :  winner,  Pringle,  Kelso,  five  trout, 
71b.;  second,  Sheach,  Dundee;  third.  Gillies,  Glas- 
gow ;  fourth.  Smith,  Clackmannan ;  fifth.  Annan, 
Edinburgh  ;  sixth,  Wilson,  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh) 
Club.  Heaviest  trout,  Sheach,  2lb.  13oz.  Only  one 
of  the  four  English  representatives  had  fish — namely, 
Call  Short,  Glendale  Club,  two  trout,  1  lb. 

R.  B.  Laing. 


AMONG  THE  GRILSE. 


There  is  no  more  lovely  fish  in  Nature  than  a 
fresh  run  grilse  of  three  or  four  pounds,  and  fresh 
up  from  the  sea  it  is  the  gamest  of  the  game.  By 
the  time  the  grilse  make  their  appearance  the 
salmon  season  is  over  for  the  nonce,  and  so  the 
heavier  spring  gear  may  be  laid  aside  and  the 
lighter  tackle  furbished  out  to  do  duty  with  the 
grilse. 

A  thirteen  or  fourteen  foot  stout  greenheart  is 
the  best  all-round  rod  for  either  sea-trout  or  grilse, 
and  a  much  more  deadly  weapon  to  kill  with  than 
a  rod  of  heavier  or  even  lighter  calibre.  Of  course 
there  is  no  accounting  for  taste  in  the  matter  of 
lightness,  but  fishing  for  grilse  with  a  heavy  rod 
and  tackle  is  certainly  to  invite  more  chances  of 
breakages  than  with  a  lighter  cane  or  greenheart 
with  the  necessary  backbone.  ' 

When  fresh  up  from  the  sea  the  grilse  are  very 
tender  in  the  mouth.  In  fact  their  gums  are 
simply  a  mass  of  soft  tissue,  and  hence  the  necessity 
for  handling  them  with  the  greatest  care,  which 
cannot  be  done  with  heavy  rods  and  correspond- 
ingly heavier  tackle.  In  running  them,  too,  it  is 
not  necessary,  nolens  volens,  to  haul  them  out  as 
soon  as  they  are  hooked,  as  we  have  seen  done  on 
many  an  occasion,  nor  to  be  too  protracted  in 
getting  them  to  the  net  or  gaff  or  bank,  and  so  run 
the  risk  of  a  loss  after  an  exciting  but  overdone 
game  with  many  of  the  toy  rods  now  in  vogue. 
For  a  four-pound  grilse  eight  minutes  is  long 
enough  under  average  conditions  to  creel  the  fish, 
allowing  two  minutes  to  the  pound,  and  for  heavier 
or  lighter  fish  just  a  proportionately  longer  or 
shorter  time,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
case. 

Fine  and  far  casting  is  essential  in  small  clear 
waters,  and  when  the  streams  run  very  low  the 
necks  of  the  pools  are  the  most  fatal  spots  to 
search  for  them.  A  tapered  three-yard  cast  of  the 
strongest  trout  gut,  or  the  very  lightest  salmon,  is 
the  best  all-round  cast  line,  and  one  hook,  or  at 
most  two — a  little  double  on  the  point  a,nd  a 
smaller-sized  sea-trout  fly  for  a  dropper,  a  yard 
apart.  For  safety  many  anglers  prefer  one  fly  only, 
and  dispense  entirely  with  droppers,  when  searching 
for  grilse.  A  tiny  Jock  Scott,  Loggie  (that  is, 
Gordon),  Silver  and  Blue,  Silver  Docter,  Blue 
Charm,  March  Brown,  or  Hare's  Lug  on  Nos.  6,  7, 
and  8  Kendal  hooks  are  considered  the  best  just 
now  in  the  North,  where  grilse  are  coming  freely  to 
the  fly  and  affording  a  daily  increasing  field  of 
sport,  now  that  the  spring  salmon  are  a  thing  of 
the  past. 

The  very  early  morning  and  again  late  at  night 
are  the  most  fatal  times  for  grilse.  In  the  height 
of  the  day  they  run  up  into  the  rapid  waters,  but 
towards  evening  again  fall  back  into  the  slack  of 
the  pool.  In  the  thick  of  a  strong  current  they 
may  often  be  got  with  the  spinner,  using  a  small 
No.  2  or  No.  3  phantom,  an  inch  and  a  half  Devon, 
or  a  fairly  large  salmon  fly  of  the  Silver  Doctor 
order.  The  grilse  are  by  no  means  fastidious,  and 
wfll  take  almost  any  lure  presented  to  them  under 
favourable  conditions. 

Sultry,  thundery  weather  is  the  very  worst  to 
angle  for  grUse  in,  or  any  other  thing  for  that 
matter.  The  chances  are  a  hundred  to  one  against 
success  with  a  thunder  cloud  within  the  zone  of  the 
angler's  ken,  but  after  the  storm  has  spent  itself, 
and  the  waters  but  slightly  moved,  then  the  angler 
may  sally  forth  in  the  full  confidence  that  if  there 
are  any  fish  about  he  will  assuredly  have  his  share 
of  them.  G.  M. 
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ON  EOACH  FISHING.* 


My  intention  is  to  pass  over  the  question  of 
tackle,  which  so  many  roach  fishermen  find  unin- 
teresting, as  quickly  as  possible.  I  may  then, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  claim  your  fuller  attention  for 
the  more  important  matters  in  connection  with  this 
branch  of  angling. 

The  roach  pole,  made  of  bamboo  or  cane,  is  the 
most  serviceable  rod  for  bank  fishing  in  rivers 
where  there  is  comparatively  small  probability  of 
hooking  a  fish  with  too  much  weight  and  play  for 
a  tight  line ;  but  in  rivers  like  the  Kennet  and 
Thame,  where  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon 
occurrence  to  hook  two  or  three  heavy  chub  in  the 
course  of  a  day's  fishing,  I  would  recommend  a  rod 
of  somewhere  about  16ft.  in  length,  with  winch 
fittings  for  the  use  of  a  fine  silk  running  line. 

To  my  mind  the  advantages  of  fine  tackle  are 
very  much  exaggerated.  A  medium  gut  line,  with 
a  cork  float  capable  of  carrying  from  six  to  ten 
large  shot,  seems  to  answer  well  for  all  general 
purposes.  The  line  should  be  shotted  to  a  nicety, 
not  more  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  white 
float  tip  being  allowed  to  show  above  water.  The 
shot  should  not  be  all  pinched  on  one  strand  of  gut 
in  a  claster,  for  the  bait  travels  down-stream  in  a 
much  more  enticing  fashion  when  a  space  of  at 
least  three  clear  inches  is  left  between  the  shot. 
There  is  a  variety  of  opinion  as  to  which  shape  of 
hook  is  the  best  and  most  reliable.  Personally,  I 
have  pricked  and  lost  fewer  fish  by  far  when  iising 
a  long-shank  Crystal-bend  than  when  fishing  with 
a  hook  of  any  other  pattern.  The  size  is  another 
debatable  point.  I  have  found  a  No.  7  to  be 
best  where  the  roach  run  large — that  is,  where 
the  fish  average  a  pound  or  so  in  weight — and  a 
No.  8  or  9  to  be  most  useful  when  the  size  of  the 
fish  runs  smaller. 

So  susceptible  is  the  roach  to  atmospheric  in- 
fluences that  an  accurate  knowledge  'of  the  manner 
in  which  its  appetite  is  affected  by  changes  of  wind 
and  temperature  is  difi&cult  to  obtain  ;  nevertheless, 
I  will  endeavour  to  point  out  when,  during  the 
roach  fishing  season,  the  climatic  conditions  are 
likely  to  favour  the  angler.  Roach  often  bite  well 
in  June,  more  particularly  after  rain,  when  the 
water  is  just  nicely  tinged  with  colour.  This  is 
probably  due  to  the  natural  insect  food  supply 
being  less  plentiful  in  June  than  during  the  later 
summer  months.  July  and  August  may  be  passed 
over  as  being  generally  the  two  worst  months  for 
roach  fishing,  although  in  abnormally  wet  years, 
like  1903,  roach  may  be  found  biting  well  right 
through  the  summer,  doubtless  owing  to  the 
heavy  stream  checking  the  weed  growth  and 
preventing  the  accumulation  of  insect  life. 
As  September  advances  fishing  improves,  and 
towards  ..  the  latter  end  the  weeds  begin  to 
die  away ;.  more  swims  are  to  be  found,  and 
altogether  -this  month  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  two  preceding  ones.  Indeed,  if  advantage 
be  taken  of  the  beneficial  after  effects  of  a  day's 
rain,  September  need  not  be  a  month  of  disappoint- 
ments. Coming  next  to  the  autumn  months,  if 
close  attention  be  paid  to  the  condition  of  wind  and 
water,  October  and  November  will  be  found  to  be 
more  productive  of  sport  than  any  of  the  summer 
months ;  but  days  when  the  wind  blows  from  an 
easterly  quarter,  and  those  following  sharp  overnight 
frosts,  should  be  avoided,  and  those  chosen  with  a 
breeze  from  the  west  or  south-west.  The  winter 
months,  December,  January,  and  February,  are  all 
good,  except  during  long  periods  of  severe  frost, 
when  one  has  to  be  very  lucky  to  find  the  roach 
"on "  ;  two  or  three  days  after  the  break  up  of  one 
of  these  spells  of  severe  weather  is  the  idealistic 
time  to  wait  for. 

Let  it  not  be  inferred  that  roach  may  be  caught 
from  early  morn  till  dewy  eve  at  the  times  which 
I  have  described  as  being  favourable  to  fishing. 
Red-letter  days  are  few  and  far  between,  and  one 
must  be  satisfied  more  often  than  not  with  a  fair 
basket  of  fish,  taken  at  intervals,  for  a  day's  sport ; 
in  fact,  sometimes  only  patience  and  perseverance, 
combined  with  skill,  will  enable  the  angler  to  take 
home  a  fair  show  of  fish  even  when  the  appearances 
are  favourable. 

Roach  do  not,  as  a  rule,  rove  about  in  twos  and 
threes  in  river  or  stream,  but  congregate  and  feed 
in  gravelly  places,  where  they  find  a  congenial 


*  A  Paper  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society  by  Mr.  T.  Acton  Shaw. 


depth  and  run  of  water.  I  will  therefore  describe 
a  few  of  these  places  or  "  swims  in  waters  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  Taking  the  Hampshire 
Avon  first,  it  is  easier  to  find  the  home  of  the  roach 
in  this  river — a  stream  alternating  with  rapids, 
deeps,  and  shallows — than  in  many  I  could  mention. 
The  characteristics  are  marked — in  one  spot  I  can 
call  to  mind  an  eddy  is  formed  by  the  shelter  of 
a  fallen  tree.  Here  the  bottom  is  fairly  even,  and 
the  water  with  gentle  circling  eddies  takes  the  float 
gently  down  the  stream,  checked  here  and  there  by 
the  curl  and  suction  of  the  swirls.  Almost  all 
similar  places  hold  good  fish,  provided  they  are  not 
too  deep,  for  roach  are  seldom  caught  in  the  very 
deep  parts  of  the  Avon.  Another  good  place  in 
this  river  I  can  remember  well:  a  long,  straight 
"swim  "  with  nothing  much  about  it  to  attract  the 
eye  except  the  steady  rim  of  water.  Yet  this  is 
practically  an  inexhaustible  hold  for  roach,  and  a 
great  many  fine  fish  have  to  my  knowledge  been 
taken  from  it. 

The  Avon  roach  are  noted  for  a  way  they  have 
of  sporting  near  the  surface.  This  "  priming  "  is 
to  be  observed  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
feeding  ground,  and  is  often  a  valuable  guide  to  a 
good  "  swim." 

Turning  to  the  Dorsetshire  Stour,  the  most 
varied  of  our  English  rivers,  the  upper  or  non-tidal 
reaches  of  this  stream  require  long  experience  and 
careful  study.  Although  I  have  many  failures  to 
record  in  these  waters,  I  will  try  to  describe  one  or 
two  places  from  which  good  roach  have  been  taken. 
The  stream  rushing  quickly  past  a  sharp  bend 
towards  the  opposite  bank  forms  the  best  of  these 
swims  by  leaving  a  few  yards  the  lower  side  of  the 
bend  a  nicely  sheltered  lay-bye,  eight  feet  or  so  in 
depth.  Further  down  stream,  passinir  a  mile  or  so 
of  deep,  uninteresting  water  on  the  way,  there  is  a 
narrower  and  faster  stretch,  which  opens  out 
abruptly  into  an  oval-shaped  pool,  and  forms  two 
eddies,  one  on  each  bank.  I  have  been  well  repaid 
in  both  of  these  eddies,  but  in  the  deep  stretch 
referred  to  my  efforts  have  invariably  been  un- 
successful. The  Dorsetshire  Stour  imdoubtedly 
presents  a  great  many  difficulties  to  the  roach 
fisherman,  but  some  very  heavy  fish  will  reward 
those  who  master  its  intricacies  and  peculiarities. 

Much  may  be  learnt  from  the  New  River.  It  is 
true  there  are  but  few  eddies,  and  that  owing  to  its 
artificial  character  it  runs  at  the  same  monotonous 
pace  throughout,  yet  it  flows  at  a  rate  which  might 
almost  be  set  as  a  standard  at  which  a  roach-swim 
should  run.  Certainly,  if  anything,  it  is  rather  on 
the  fast  side,  but  it  is  better  to  err  in  this  direction 
than  to  fish  in  water  running  no  faster  than  does 
the  Great  Ouse  in  summer  time. 

I  will  not  add  to  the  many  chapters  which  have 
already  been  written  on  the  Thames  and  Lea,  but 
will  conclude  my  endeavours  to  indicate  where 
roach  may  be  found,  with  a  word  or  two  concerning 
the  River  Kennet.  The  most  productive  swim  I 
have  fished  in  this  river  is  quite  a  commonplace 
one,  which  could  be  easily  passed  without  notice. 
Here  again  it  is  just  the  right  flow  which  the  roach 
find  80  attractive. 

This  straight,  even-running  piece  of  water 
provided  the  most  exciting  day's  sport  which  I  can 
call  to  mind.  Commencing  operations  one  chilly 
January  morning,  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  to 
hook  a  good  fish  at  almost  the  first  swim  down. 
After  an  interval  of  ten  minutes  the  tell-tale  bob 
of  the  float  denoted  that  the  roach  were  still  at 
home,  and  another  weighty  fish  found  its  way  to 
the  landing-net.  Sport  went  on  uninterruptedly 
until  eleven  fine  roach,  each  considerably  over  a 
pound  in  weight,  had  been  captured,  when  a  lull 
occurred  in  the  proceedings.  Thinking  that  perhaps 
the  presence  of  a  hungry  pike  accounted  for  this, 
a  paternoster  with  a  fairly  large  dace  for  a  lure  was 
soon  searching  the  depths  for  the  intruder.  Before 
long  a  determined  tug  came  at  the  top  joint,  and  in 
another  moment  the  hooks  were  firmly  driven  into 
a  heavy  pike.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  game 
fish,  and  was  giving  some  grand  sport  when 
two  huntsmen  put  in  an  appearance  and 
were  soon  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  situation, 
one  of  the  two,  mounted  on  a  spirited  chestnut, 
coming  far  too  close  for  my  comfort.  Then  more 
huntsmen  arrived,  evidently  with  the  intention  of 
being  in  at  the  death.  By  this  time  the  pike  was 
making  its  last  efforts  for  liberty,  and  a  little  extra 
pressure  soon  brought  a  prettily  marked  13-pounder 
to  bank.  There  was  only  just  time  to  unhook  the 
fish  before  the  hounds,  whose  music  I  had  heard  in 
the  distance,  came  up,  and  completed  a  picture  which 


is  still  firmly  imprinted  on  my  memory  ;  and  I  shall 
never  forget  the  thrilUng  experience  of  playing  a 
good  fish,  when  the  careless  manipulation  of  the 
rod,  or  loss  of  nerve,  would  have  brought  dis- 
appointment to  so  many  expectant  sportsmen.  I 
question  very  much  whether  the  roach  from  any 
other  river  are  as  game  as  the  Kennet  fish  ;  so  much 
sport  do  they  give  when  hooked  that  a  1 -pounder 
will  fight  as  hard  for  liberty  as  a  31b.  chub.  In 
more  than  one  place  in  the  river,  frequented  by 
roach,  I  have  noticed  that  fish  are  to  be  taken  in 
one  particular  spot  only ;  this  pomts  to  the  necessity, 
so  far  as  this  river  is  concerned,  of  locating  the  fish 
exactly,  and  to  the  desirability  of  avoiding  waste  of 
time  in  fishing  the  uninhabited  portion  of  a  swim, 
when  it  is  possible  to  make  a  good  bag  almost 
within  a  rod's  length  of  the  barren  point. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  baits,  there  has 
been  a  deal  of  controversy  on  the  relative  merits  of 
bread-crust,  paste,  and  gentles.  For  my  part  I 
prefer  the  latter,  for  they  adhere  well  to  the  hook, 
an  advantage  which  can  be  claimed  for  neither 
paste  nor  bread-crust.  Boiled  wheat  is  a  very 
good  bait  in  certain  rivers,  the  Cam,  for  instance, 
where  the  roach  take  it  freely  in  the  autumn 
months.  A  marsh-worm  or  the  tail  end  of  a  lob- 
worm are  also  taking  lures,  and  may  be  relied  on 
to  account  for  some  of  the  big  ones  in  flood  time. 

Not  wishing  to  occupy  too  much  of  your  time 
with  details  of  the  many  methods  by  which  roach 
are  caught  nowadays  in  both  lake  and  stream,  I 
will  close  this  paper  with  a  few  hints  on  river  fishing 
with  float  tackle.  In  addition  to  the  equipment 
mentioned  previously,  it  is  advisable  to  carry  a  com- 
fortable seat,  a  good-sized  landing-net,  and  a  spare 
plummet  or  two,  for  these  latter  have  an  unlucky 
way  of  getting  lost.  Arrived  at  the  selected  swim, 
thought  should  be  given  to  the  necessity  of  disturb- 
ing the  fish  as  little  as  possible,  hence  the  tackle 
should  be  fitted  together  well  away  from  the  bank. 
Another  consideration  is  depth  of  water.  When 
this  has  been  accurately  ascertained  by  plumbing 
the  swim  from  end  to  end,  the  float  should  be  so 
fixed  that  the  bait  will  swim  from  one  to  three  inches 
from  the  bottom — where  one  inch  would  pay  well 
on  the  slowly  flowing  Lea,  from  two  to  three  inches 
would  be  better  for  the  faster  running  New  River. 

Not  until  the  particulars  of  the  swim  are 
thoroughly  understood  should  the  enticing  proper- 
ties of  ground-bait  (made  from  bread  and  bran)  be 
brought  into  requisition ;  then,  if  the  roach  are 
found  to  be  taking  the  bait  well  in  one  part  of  the 
swim  only,  the  ground-bait  should  be  made  to  sink 
as  nearly  as  possible  where  the  fish  are  feeding — this 
may  be  accomplished  by  placing  a  stone  in  each 
piece  of  ground-bait  thrown  in. 

A  deal  depends  upon  the  way  the  float  travels 
down  stream,  although  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
sometimes  the  roach  will  take  the  bait  well  when 
the  float  is  checked  or  held  back  against  the 
stream.  Yet,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  the  better 
plan  to  let  the  float  run  down  with  the  stream  as 
naturally  as  possible ;  this  is  not  such  a  simple 
matter  as  it>  may  at  first  sight  appear  to  be, 
especially  in  eddies  where  the  suction  of  the  water 
can  be  easily  mistaken  for  a  bite. 

There  ars  some  days  when  the  bright  weather  and 
clear  water  in  no  way  favour  the  angler ;  days  when 
the  roafh  are  so  shy  that  the  disturbance  made  by 
hooking  one  will  drive  the  others  to  the  nearest 
available  shelter.  When  these  conditions  prevail, 
I  would  advise  that  two  swims  be  fished  alterna- 
tively. Perhaps  the  pleasure  of  a  day  among  the 
roach  is  somewhat  mitigated  by  the  journeying  to 
and  fro  between  the  swims,  but  the  extra  trouble 
involved  vnll  in  all  probability  bring  about  compen- 
sation in  the  shape  of  an  appreciable  addition  to 
the  basket. 

There  are  other  occasions  when  the  roach  are  not 
to  be  tempted  with  the  most  enticing  bait ;  on  off 
days  of  this  description  it  is  not  until  the  light 
becomes  subdued  with  the  approach  of  evening  that 
the  fish  become  bolder.  It  is,  therefore,  well  to 
make  a  practice  of  reserving  sufficient  ground-bait 
for  the  last  hour's  fishing  before  nightfaU. 

Most  fishermen  have  had  experience  in  the 
minnow  nuisance.  To  sit  quietly  down  with 
pleasant  expectations  of  a  big  bag  and  to  find 
nothing  but  minnows  biting  is  decidedly  annoying  ; 
at  the  same  time  I  have  taken  some  very  fine  roach 
at  times  when  the  minnows  have  been  in  the 
greediest  of  humours,  and  when  genuine  bites  from 
roach  have  been  few  and  far  between.  From  this 
it  would  seem  that  when  nunnows  are  met  with  it 
is  better  to  give  the  spot  a  fair  trial  before  depart- 
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ing  elsewhere.  Again,  when  one  begins  fishing  a  swim 
by  catching  nothing  but  small  roach,  it  pays,  as  a 
rule,  to  make  the  best  of  the  inconvenient  baiting 
process  in  the  hope  that  tlie  smaller  fry  rushing 
hither  and  thither  after  the  ground-bait  will  im- 
prove matters  by  attracting  bigger  fish. 

Although  I  am  quite  in  agreement  with  the 
general  opinion  that  a  little  riverside  experience  is 
of  more  value  than  a  great  deal  of  theory,  yet  at 
the  same  time  I  hope  this  paper  will  in  some  way 
help  the  members  of  this  society  to  obtain  some 
good  catches  and  many  fine  specimen  fish. 

T.  A.  Shaw. 


A  FINE  THAMES  TROUT. 

On  May  6,  a  photograph  of  two  trout,  sent  us  by 
Mr.  Roche,  of  Dublin,  caught  in  Lough  Corrib, 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  photograph 
was  taken  after  the  fish  had  been  set  up,  and  very 
few  photographe-rs  succeed  in  gettmg  good  results 
when  taken  through  the  glass.  However,  Mr. 
George  Gillett,  son  of  the  well-known  tackle  manu- 
facturer, of  Fetter -lane,  secured  a  snap-shot  of  the 


smoke  and  fumes  of  the  manufactories  of  Sheffield 
have  so  played  the  devil  with  vegetation  and  all 
else  there  that  it  is  now  called  «  Suburbs  of  Hell." 
I  was  ordered  there— not  by  a  doctor— by  this 
Association  to  attend  a  meeting  of  anglers  in 
support  of  the  Mundella  Bill.  I  went  full  of  im- 
portance—not of  my  own  dignity,  but  of  those  I 
represented— so  I  put  up  at  the  Carlton  Hotel,  of 
Sheffield,  and  dam  the  expense.  I  had  three  or 
four  jolly  days,  and  then  I  was  taken  to  an  awful 
place— not  the  angler's  meeting— where  immense 
blocks  of  red-hot  metal  swung  to  and 
fro  from  fire  to  anvil,  to  be  hammered  into  one- 
hundred-ton  guns.  Men,  grimy  and  naked  to  the 
waist,  were  moving  everywhere,  and  I  could  not 
help  wondering  if  this  was  the  city  of  which  Shef- 
field was  the  suburb.  I  did  not  see  the  devil.  I 
got  back  to  London  safely.  But  of  course  I  first 
desired  to  pay  my  bill.  To  pay  the  bill— there's 
the  rub.  How  much  ?— no  one  can  guess.  I  never 
knew.  I  quite  remember  I  was  richer  for  my  visit 
by  a  knife  that  was  made  for  me  at  Messrs.  Rogers 
while  I  was  in  their  works.  The  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation is  the  resulting  product  of  a  union  in  1884 
of  two  associations.    There  were  those  who  feared 
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A  Fine  Thames  Teout. 


[Mr.  George  Gillett. 


largest  trout  recorded  from  the  Thames  in  1904. 
It  was  taken  at  Shepperton,  on  May  13,  by  Mr.  G. 
Sinibaldi,  and  weighed  81b.  5oz.,  which  we  here 
reproduce. 


ANGLEES'  ASSOCIATION. 
FIFTH  ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  fifth  annual  dinner  held  at  the  Saracen's 
Head  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Holbom  Viaduct,  E.G.,  on 
Saturday  last  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
the  president,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  the  vice- 
president,  occupied  the  chair  and  vice-chair  respec- 
tively, and  were  supported  by  delegates  of  the 
associations  who  had  attended  the  conference  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  earlier  in  the 
day,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Gorrill,  Walker, 
and  Woodcock  (Sheffield  A. A.),  Swift  and  Fox 
(Sheffield  Amalgamation),  Wingfield  and  Miller 
(Provincial  A. A.,  Birmingham),  Redford  and  Guer- 
don (Northern  Anglers),  Driver  (County  Palatine), 
Foxcroft  and  Green  (Leeds  and  District),  Culvert 
and  Gray  (Hull  and  District).  After  the  dinner, 
which  had  been  excellently  served,  the  "Royal 
Toast"  was  most  enthusiastically  received,  and  then 
followed  a  long  programme.  The  toast  of  "The 
Anglers'  Association  "  was  given  by  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Vice-President  and  Gentlemen, — I  have 
the  pleasure  to  propose  a  toast  which  I  hope  you 
will  deem  worthy  of  the  homage  1  shall  presently 
ask  you  to  pay  it.  We  have  amongst  us  to-night 
representatives  from  many  influential  provincial 
angling  societies,  and  I  am  especially  pleased  to 
know  that  the  Sheffield  anglers,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  of  1878,  are 
represented.     I  have  read  or  been  told  that  the 


that  the  union  would  not  be  a  happy  one, 
but  long-headed  men  solved  the  difficulty  in 
the  same  way  as  one  was  solved  at  a  recent  wed- 
ding in  the  south-east  of  London.  There  the  lady 
absolutely  refused  to  say  she  would  obey  until  the 
clergyman  was  losing  patience :  it  was  then  that  the 
long-headed  bridegroom  rose  to  the  occasion,  and, 
addressing  the  clergyman,  said,  "Keep  your  hair  on, 
governor,  and  get  on  with  the  job ;  I'll  see  to  the 
obeying  when  I  gels  her  home.'i 

The  Association's  union  has  been  a  happy  one 
and  very  fruitful  too,  how  fruitful  our  secretary 
shall  tell  you.    I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  rise  and 
drink  with  me  "  Continued  success  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,    coupled    with    the    name  of  Mr 
Woodruff,  our  much  esteemed  secretary."  The 
secretary,  in  replying  to  the  toast,  briefy  dealt 
with  a  few  items  of  interest.    The  Association  was 
in  a  most  flourishing  and  substantial  condition,  the 
number  of  members  on  its  register  is  4342,  a  big 
increase  on  last  year,  and  the  cash  balance  £30  in 
excess  of  the  previous  year.    The  Association  had 
for  many  years  acted  as  the  angling  preservation 
society  for  the  rivers  Lea  and  Stort,  and  during 
the  last  twelve  years  had  spent  £988  on  these  two 
rivers.    For  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  anglers 
the  Association  had  contributed  to  the  work  of 
preservation  and  restocking  the  sum  of  £33  5s.  6d. 
during  the  past  year,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lea 
and  Stort  anglers  during  the  same  period,  £86  6s.  8d., 
a  total  sum  of  £120  for  the  benefit  of  pubUc  fishing, 
or  equal  to  6|-d.  per  member  of  the  Association ; 
bearing  in  mind  these  facts  and  the  recent  agitation 
in  certain  quarters  of  London  for  the  increase  in 
price  of  privilege  ticket,  it  may  induce  the  real 
sporting  angler  to  seriously  consider  his  future 
action,  and  to  whom  he  should  give  support. 
The  Association  were  always  to  the  front  in 


supporting  any  movement  whereby  the  interests  of 
its  members  may  be  advanced  or  protected,  and 
with  this  object  they  had  joined  the  National 
Federation  of  Anglers. 

Me.  J.  B.  Close  proposed 'the  toast  of  "Our 
Visitors"— the  delegates  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Anglers.  Mr.  Close,  in  a  lengthy  speech,  wel- 
comed the  visitors,  and  also  touched  upon  many 
matters  which  had  been  considered  at  great  length 
during  the  earlier  hours  of  the  day  at  the  conference. 

Me.  John  Gorrill,  the  president  of  the  Federa- 
tion and  the  president  of  the  Sheffield  Association, 
responded  to  the  toast,  and  made  a  very  interesting, 
chatty  speech. 

Mr.  Swift,  the  president  of  the  Sheffield  Amalga- 
mation, also  responded.  The  most  striking  feature 
about  the  speeches  in  connection  with  this  toast 
was  the  keen  desirability  of  having  a  uniform  close 
season  for  coarse  fish,  and  that  it  should  apply 
to  all  parts  of  the  country,  that  there  should  be 
a  universal  standard  for  retainable  fish,  and  that 
the  rod  tax  or  licence  is  not  desirable,  or  at  least 
not  in  its  present  condition. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  next  presented  to  the  presi- 
dent a  silver  casket  containing  an  address,  on  which 
was  inscribed  the  names  of  the  societies  con- 
tributing to  the  presentation.  Mr.  Barber,  in  his 
remarks,  stated  that  the  president  was  the  senior 
officer  of  the  association  when  he  ( Mr.  Barber)  was  a 
child,  and  he  trusted  Mr.  Geen  would  be  spared  long 
enough  to  retain  his  present  position  until  his— 
Mr.  Barber  —  grandchildren  were  old  enough  to 
become  members  of  the  Association. 
Me.  Geen,  in  replying,  said  : 
It  is  just  thirty  years  ago  since  the  anglers  of 
London  presented  me  with  a  testimonial,  and  I 
then  had  to  consider  if  it  was  a  sort  of  good-bye, 
you  are  too  old  for  the  position  ;  younger  blood  is 
required.  What  must  be  my  feelu3gs  now,  when  I 
am  placed  in  such  a  position  as  I  occupy  to-night ' 
What  is  it  for?  , 

Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  next  presented  to  the  vice- 
president  a  similar  casket  and  address,  and 
eulogised  Mr.  Beckett  for  his  many  actions  during 
the  twenty-two  years  he  had  been  vice-president 
and  for  the  extraordinary  amount  of  interest  he 
has  taken  in  all  matters  connected  with  the 
Association's  welfare. 

Mr.  Beckett  most  ably  replied,  and  referred  to  a 
secret  his  wife  kept  for  a  whole  twenty-four  hours. 
The  Challenge  Shield  was  presented  to  the  Dalston 
Angling  Society  as  being  winners  for  the  season 
1904-5.  Mr.  W.  A.  Thompson,  as  captain  of  the 
team,  received  the  Shield,  and  replied  on  behalf  of 
his  society.  Gold  medals  were  presented  to  the  six 
members  of  the  team. 

The  members  of  the  Brompton  A.S.  (winners, 
1902-3)  team  received  gold  and  silver  medals  as 
being  the  runners-up  in  the  final  match.  Mr. 
Barber  responded  on  behalf  of  his  society. 

The  toasts  of  "  The  Chairman and  "  Vice- 
Chairman'.'  were  duly  given  and  enthusiastically 
drank. 

The  artists  gave  immense  satisfaction.  Messrs. 
Wal  Briscoe  and  Harry  Hudson  were  very  humorous. 
Mr.  L.  Harradine  rendered  us  three  good  songs,  and 
our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Wallace  D.  Roome  for 
his  "Four  Jolly  Sailormen,"  "Veteran's  Song," 
and  the  drinking  song  from  "The  Rose  of  Persia." 
Mr.  J.  Batten,  as  usual,  was  a  most  admirable 
accompanist.  Thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Barber,  J.  B.  Close,  and  F.  A.  Gray  for  the 
arrangements  made  and  the  excellent  programme 
prepared.  The  manager  of  the  hotel,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Stokes,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  satisfactory 
dinner  and  the  attention  afterwards  given.  A  mo.=it 
enjoyable  and  enthusiastic  meeting  was  closed 
shortly  before  midnight  with  the  National  Anthem. 

R.  G.  Woodruff. 


THE  ANGLER  AND  HAY  FEVER. 

I  FANCY  there  must  be  many  anglers  who  are, 
like  myself,  sufferers  from  that  lamentable  com- 
plaint, hay  fever,  and  who  in  consequence  have  to 
look  regretfully  at  the  long  June  days,  the  swarms 
of  May  Flies,  and  the  feeding  trout,  and  to  murmur 
with  Ecclesiastes,  "I  have  no  pleasure  in  them." 
Last  year,  however,  after  a  week  or  two  of  misery, 
I  found  a  remedy  which  really  seemed  to  do  what 
the  other  innumerable  things  I  have  tried  have 
never  done,  and  which  enabled  me  to  go  out  and 
fish,  even  in  fields  where  hay  was  cut  and  drying, 
with  impunity.    One  is  always  somewhat  diffident 
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about  recommending  remedies  for  anything,  because 
they  may  not  benefit  others  as  oneself,  and  one 
comes  in  for  hard  words  in  consequence ;  but  in 
this  case  I  have  the  testimony  of  a  medical  friend, 
who  first  tried  the  remedy  on  himself  with  complete 
success,  and  then  recommended  it  to  me  with  further 
and  equally  complete  success.  The  remedy  is  a 
preparation  called  PoUantin,  and  it  is  technically 
described  as  "  an  antitoxic  serum  won  under  aseptic 
precautions  "  from  the  pollen  of  grasses.  It  is,  I 
believe,  prepared  only  in  Germany,  but  any  chemist 
could  doubtless  procure  it  on  demand.  It  is  to  be 
had  in  two  forms — a  powder  (which  one  takes  like 
snuff)  and  a  liquid.  The  powder,  which  I  used  last 
year  and  shall  use  this,  is  said  to  be  more  efficacious. 
One  is  advised  to  take  a  pinch  first  thing  in  the 
morning,  and  this  keeps  one  free  from  hay  fever  for 
several  hours,  and  in  cool  weather  (in  my  case)  for 
the  whole  day.  Even  in  the  hottest  weather  I 
found  that  about  three  doses  were  enough  for  the 
day.  Of  course  I  do  not  guarantee  that  it  would 
do  for  others  what  it  has  done  for  me,  but  drowning 
men  clutch  at  straws,  and  I  know  what  hay  fever 
is,  and  how  the  sufferer  is  only  too  glad  to  hear  of 
anything  that  has  the  least  likelihood  of  doing  him 
good.  Full  instructions  are,  of  course,  issued  with 
the  little  tin  which  holds  the  PoUantin,  and  which 
is,  by  the  way,  small  enough  for  the  pocket. — 
H.  T,  S.  in  the  Field. 


PBEHISTOBIC  PISCATOBS. 

"Caught  201b.  salmon  yesterday.  Dine  with 
me  at  Monaro's  at  seven  to-night.    Wire  reply. 

"Jim." 

That  was  the  message  handed  to  me  about 
9.30  a.m.  from  an  old  chum  whom  I  knew  to  have 
been  spending  his  holiday  in  Scotland.  Grateful 
as  I  was  to  Jim  for  his  invitation,  I  could  have 
dispensed  with  it  for  two  reasons — firstly,  because, 
although  I  was  very  fond  of  salmon,  it  generally 
disagreed  with  me,  and,  secondly,  because  I  had 
intended  having  a  few  hours'  barbel  fishing  at 
Teddington,  the  afternoon  tide  just  serving.  Jim, 
of  course,  had  not  told  me  where  to  send  my  reply, 
so  I  sent  two — one  to  his  diggings,  and  one  to  the 
restaurant — promising  to  be  there. 

I  turned  up  at  the  time  appointed,  and  found 
Jim  eagerly  awaiting  me.  I  was  entertained  by 
him  with  a  long  account  of  the  capture  of  the  fish 
— the  kind  of  fly  it  took,  how  it  nearly  broke  his 
rod,  how,  like  Mj.  Briggs,  he  was  dragged  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  over  very  difficult  country,  and  how  he 
eventually  succeeded  in  landing  it  by  the  aid  of  a 
countryman  with  a  hayrake.  Jim  was  a  very  good 
trout  and  coarse  fisherman,  but  this  was  his  first 
salmon,  and  he  was  so  elated  with  its  capture  that 
he  determined  to  celebrate  the  occasion  by  a  dinner. 

By  this  time  the  two  other  guests — consisting  of 
Jack  Bumham,  an  office  friend  of  Jim's,  and  a  Mr. 
Rotherwell,  who  occupied  a  post  at  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  South  Kensington — had  arrived. 
Jack  was  not  a  fisherman,  but  a  fellow  who  enjoyed 
a  good  dinner,  and  was  always  willing  and  able  to 
render  a  good  song  in  return  for  it.  The  other 
man  was  rather  an  unknown  quantity.  Jim  had 
met  him  out  once  or  twice,  and  had  invited  him 
because  the  notice  was  too  short  to  allow  for  picking 
and  choosing  the  party.  He  proved  to  be  a  great 
acquisition,  being  an  enthusiast  in  his  profession, 
and  with  a  faculty  for  making  his  most  intricate 
descriptions  of  the  structure  and  classification  of 
animals  easily  understandable.' 

By  this  time  the  bowing  and  smiling  head  waiter 
announced  that  the  fish  was  ready,  and  ushered  us 
into  the  snug  room  reserved  for  us.  Cooked  to  a 
turn,  served  in  the  best  style,  and  accompanied  by 
wines  of  well-known  brands,  we  all  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  repast,  and  noble  as  the  salmon  looked 
when  he  first  made  his  appearance  at  the  board, 
it  was  but  the  ragged  remains  that  were  carried 
away.  Jim  was  heartily  congratulated  on  his 
capture,  and  pledged  to  invite  us  all  to  consume 
his  next  similar  one. 

The  generous  food  and  wine  had  both  expanded 
our  hearts  and  loosened  our  tongues,  and  conver- 
sation flowed  freely  for  a  time,  each  contributing 
his  quota.  Fishing,  of  course,  was  the  main 
subject,  the  two  non-anglers  proving  good  listeners 
to  our  piscatorial  yarns.  The  chance  comparison, 
however,  of  existing  species  with  fossil  forms 
proved  a  means  of  dragging  Rotherwell  out  of  the 
shell  of  comparative  retirement  which  had  hitherto 
concealed  his  ability  both  to  amuse  and  to  instruct; 
His  eyes  brightened,  his  gestures  became  free  and 


graceful,  his  voice  increased  in  volume,  as,  with  the 
magic  of  his  descriptive  powers,  he  depicted  to  us 
the  strange  monsters,  the 

Dragons  of  the  prime, 

That  tear  each  other  in  the  slime, 

the  brilliantly-coloured  fish,  the  rank  vegetation, 
whose  fossilised  remains  now  form  our  coal  strata, 
and  the  warm  and  steaming  air  in  which  these  forms 
of  life,  both  animal  and  vegetable,  flourished.  Huge 
beasts,  with  names  as  uncouth  as  their  forms, 
wandered  across  his  oral  panorama,  the  battle  of 
life,  in  which  the  large  preyed  upon  the  small, 
and,  in  its  turn,  was  devoured  by  a  larger  organism 
still,  was  fought  before  our  ears.  The  wonders  of 
scientific  investigation — for  which,  in  common  with 
most  other  young  men  of  average  abilities  and 
habits,  we  entertained  a  feeling  of  good-humoured 
toleration,  not  ^unmixed  with  contempt — were  dis- 
played to  us.  The  enthusiast,  once  astride  of  his 
hobby,  soon  converted  the  conversation  into  a 
monologue,  while  we  were  quite  content  to  puff  at 
our  cigars — when  we  did  not  forget  to  do  so  in  our 
interest — and  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  magician 
who  could  make  long  past  ages  live  again  for  us. 

"  Must  have  been  rare  good  fishing  in  those 
times,'-  remarked  Jim;  "no  fine  gut  tackle  wanted, 
and  any  bait  would  do." 

"Only  one  drawback,"  I  said;  "you  couldn't 
always  be  certain  whether  you  would  not  form  the 
bait  yourself." 

"  I  wish  Rotherwell  could  form  a  personally- con- 
ducted fishing  party  to  those  regions,"  joined  in 
Bumham.  "I  think  I'd  make  one  myself,  and 
chance  the  danger." 

"  I  wish  I  could,"  said  Rotherwell ;  "  at  any 
rate,  now  I  have  once  interested  you  in  the 
subject,  you  can  investigate  it  further  for  your- 
selves. But,  with  many  thanks  to  our  host,  I  must 
take  my  leave,  as  I  must  keep  a  clear  head  for  the 
morning."  This  broke  up  the  party,  and,  with 
promises  to  meet  again  at  an  early  date,  we  went 
our  various  ways. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Here  you  are,  then,"  said  Rotherwell,  as  I 
joined  him  by  the  waterside,  '-and  well  equipped, 
too,"  as  he  noticed  the  substantial  pike- boots  I 
was  wearing  ;  "  where's  Jim  ?  "-  "  He  and  Bumham 
are  just  behind,"  I  answered ;  "  they  can't  walk 
very  fast  in  waders  and  brogues." 

"  You  must  have  something  of  the  sort  here," 
said  he  ;  "  the  ground's  so  soft." 

I  looked  about  me  with  a  feeling  of  bewilder- 
ment. What  fish  could  we  expect  to  get  here  ?  A 
muddy  lake  of  great  extent,  over  whose  waters 
rose  a  reek  of  steam,  and  whose  banks  were  clothed 
with  gigantic  ti-ees,  towering  palms,  bushes,  and 
grasses  of  kinds  totally  unknown  to  me. 

Bumham  and  Jim  had  by  this  time  arrived,  well 
furnished  with  various  kinds  of  tackle.  "  Which 
had  we  better  use  ?  "  said  Jim.  "  I  suppose  we 
don't  want  anything  too  fine."-  "I  should  suggest 
good  strong  pike  tackle,"  said  Rotherwell.  "  These 
ganoid  fish  are  not  quite  so  well  educated  as  Thames 
roach."  We  had  soon  put  together.  The  rich,  damp 
soil  afforded  plenty  of  grubs  and  worms  for  bait, 
and  our  tackle  was  hardly  thrown  out  before  the 
hooks  were  seized.  Strange  creatures  our  captures 
were — instead  of  overlapping  scales,  their  bodies 
were  covered  with  rows  of  horny,  or,  rather,  flinty, 
plates,  hard  enough  to  turn  the  edge  of  a  knife.  A 
call  from  Burnham  drew  our  attention,  and  we  saw 
him  straining  and  hauling  away  at  something  that 
bent  his  stout  rod  double,  while  the  water  was 
agitated  by  the  blows  of  a  long  serrated  tail,  which 
now  and  again  appeared  above  the  surface.  "  You 
have  hooked  a  small  ichthyosaurus,' '  said  Rotherwell. 
"  Break  away  quick,  or  he  wfll  probably  go  for  us." 
A  long,  steady  strain  with  all  Burnham's  force 
eventually  broke  the  stout  pike  line  he  was  using, 
and  his  freed  captive,  carrying  off  a  flight  of  hooks, 
speedily  disappeared.  "  I  don't  want  any  of  those 
brates  on  my  line,"  I  thought.  "  I  wonder  whether 
a  salmon  fly  would  be  any  good  ?  They  seem  rising 
pretty  freely."  Fly  fishing  was  as  successful  as 
bottom  fishing,  and  we  began  to  think  what  a 
sensation  we  should  create  when  we  showed  our 
catch,  although  we  should  have  felt  puzzled  as  to 
iu  what  class  we  should  weigh  them  in. 

I  had  edged  round  so  as  to  get  space  behind  to 
extend  a  rather  long  line,  and  had  nearly  enough 
out  to  cover  a  fish  which  kept  rising  about  the 
same  spot  when  my  line  was  suddenly  checked  in 
the  back  cast.  "Caught  that  big  tree-fern,  I 
suppose,"  I  muttered,  when  a  violent  pull  at  the 


end  of  my  line  drew  my  attention  to  a  strange 
creature  flapping  and  g3rrating  in  a  vista  of  the  trees. 
A  creature  with  a  bird-shaped  head,  but  covered 
with  reptile  -  like  skin,  a  large  bill  full  of  huge 
teeth,  stupid,  froglike  eyes,  a  long  tail  like  a  lizard's, 
and  forelimbs  with  claws  and  two  elongated  fingers, 
from  whence  membranes  stretched  to  the  hind 
quarters.  A  loud  laugh  emanated  from  Rotherwell. 
"  Well,"  he  exclaimed,  "  I've  heard  of  swallows 
having  been  taken  that  way,  but  you're  the  first 
man  I've  heard  of  hooking  a  pterodactyl  on  the 
back  cast."  Sure  enough  such  was  the  case,  and 
the  brute  was  soon  wound  in  and  despatched. 

For  some  time  we  steadily  added  to  our  bags, 
until,  glancing  over  my  shoulder,  I  was  horrified  to 
perceive  three  hideous  monsters  which  had  succeeded 
in  stalking  us  to  almost  within  springing  distance. 
Somewhat  like  kangaroos  in  shape,  but  decidedly 
reptilian  in  appearance,  huge  teeth,  sharp  curving 
claws  on  the  forefeet,  and  long  snaky  necks.  The 
hind  feet  were  furnished  with  broad  flat  paddles, 
and  with  the  long  flattened  tail  appeared  equally 
fitted  for  a  sudden  spring  on  land  or  quick  pro- 
pulsion in  the  water.  Before  I  could  give  the 
alarm,  with  a  tremendous  spring  the  further  one 
had  leaped  upon  poor  Jim,  and  was  stifling  his 
death  shriek  by  pressing  his  face  down  into  the 
soft  mud  of  the  foreshore,  while  I  heard  his  skull 
crack  hke  an  egg  imder  its  teeth.  Rotherwell  just 
managed  to  evade  his  assailant  by  springing  aside, 
then  plimging  into  the  water  he  struck  out  vigor- 
ously for  an  outlying  spit  of  land.  He  had  not  got 
more  than  a  third  of  the  way,  and  his  assailant, 
which  had  taken  to  the  water  after  him,  was  rapidly 
gaining  on  him,  when  I  saw  him  throw  up  his 
arms,  and,  with  a  cry  that  went  through  my  very 
soul,  disappear  in  the  depths  of  the  lake.  Mean- 
while, my  own  affairs  were  engrossing  enough. 
My  pursuer  had  cut  off  my  retreat  among  the  trees, 
and  now  started  in  full  chase  of  me.  My  only 
chance  was  to  wade  across  a  bay  of  soft  mud 
and  water,  and  endeavour  to  reach  another  point 
of  land,  where  I  might  hope  to  evade  my  enemy 
in  the  undergrowth.  But  each  step  was  more 
difficult ;  my  heavy  boots  soon  became  full  of  mud 
and  water,  and  weighed  me  down  like  lead.  With 
labouring  breath  and  beating  heart  I  toiled  on, 
hearing  behind  me  at  every  step  the  rapid  squatter- 
ing  of  my  pursuer,  to  whom  the  soft  mud  afforded 
much  more  congenial  travelling  than  to  myself. 
Stumbling,  slipping,  and  gasping,  I  still  struggled 
on,  knowing  well  how  fruitless  my  efforts  were, 
until — until — a  forward  plunge — a  rise — and — 
A-a-a-a-a-h ! 

****** 

Cold  sweat  on  my  brow.  The  bedclothes  trailing 
off  a  corner  of  the  bed,  and  lying  in  disarray  on 
the  floor.  A  feeling  as  of  a  mountain  pressing  on 
my  chest,  and  as  though  every  bone  in  my  body 
had  a  separate  ache.  But  paramount  over  all,  as 
consciousness  gradually  dawned  upon  me,  was  the 
feeling  of  relief,  and  the  knowledge  that,  salmon- 
induced  as  it  was,  the  horrible  experience  I  had 
undergone,  after  all  was  but  a  dream. 

LOBWOBM. 
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The  quiet  pastime  of  their  choice 

On  Beauty  rocks,  in  Derwent  glades. 
Still  seem  to  move  to  Walton's  voice. 

Singing  of  dace  and  dairymaids: 
His  water  meadows  still  are  wet. 

His  brawling  trout  sti-eams  leap  and  glance ; 
And  on  the  sunlit  ripples  yet 

The  flies  of  his  disciples  dance. 
Anglers  complete  and  incomplete. 

The  expert  or  the  prentice  hand. 
In  friendly  rivalry  they  meet 

By  loch  and  river,  sedge  and  sand: 
Enthusiasts  all,  of  staid  address. 

They  go  their  way  from  cast  to  cast. 
Alike,  in  failure  or  success, 

Sanguine  and  serious  to  the  last. 

Then,  when  the  pensive  task  is  done, 

The  wayside  hostel's  chimney  seat 
Finds  them,  good  comrades  every  one. 

Prepared  their  exploits  to  repeat : 
Each  has  his  shifts  of  sight  and  touch. 

His  own  expedients  each  admires. 
Each  follows  still,  though  not  too  much. 

His  own  devices  and  desires. 

(Four  verses  omitted.) 

—Spectator,  Nov,  2,  1901. 
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WHO  SENT  THE  FIRST  TROUT 
OVA  TO  AUSTRALIA? 

Mr.  J.  A.  YoTTL  publishes  the  following  "award " 
in  the  matter  of  the  disputed  honour  of  having 
furnished  the  trout  ova  for  Tasmania  :— 

"  SiE,— As  your  editorial  note,  with  reference  to 
the  number  of  'trout  ova'  presented  to  me  for 
transmission  to  Tasmania  by  my  two  kind  friends, 
Mr.  Frank  Buckland  and  Mr.  Francis  Francis] 
scarcely  does  justice  to  those  gentlemen,  by  whose 
unsolicited  aid  there  is  every  probability  of  all  the 
rivers  of  Australia  suitable  for  trout  being  stocked 
with  that  delicious  fish,  permit  me  to  state  the 
facts.  On  Jan.  15  last  I  received  from  Mr.  Buck- 
land  1200  trout  ova  ;  on  Jan.  18,  from  Mr.  Francis, 
about  800 ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th,  from 
the  same  gentleman,  about  700  more.  All  these 
ova  were  packed  in  moss,  and  placed  in  the  ice- 
house on  board  the  Norfolk  by  myself,  and  were  in 
the  best  possible  condition,  a  proof  of  the  skill  and 
care  bestowed  in  the  taking  and  their  conveyance 
to  me  m  the  East  India  Docks,  when  the  tem- 
perature was  some  20  degrees  below  freezing. 

"If  ever  the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  should 
have  the  pleasure  of  catching  a  « trout '  in  Tasmania, 
the  produce  of  the  little  fry  now  disporting  them- 
selves there,  they  will  be  entirely  indebted  to  those 
two  gentlemen  for  the  treat,  as  I  had  made  up  my 
mind  not  to  send  any  trout  ova  with  the  salmon, 
because  I  believed  that  as  the  trout  grew  faster, 
and  arrived  at  maturity  sooner,  and  fearmg  that 
they  would  not  be  able  to  keep  them  separate  in 
the  breeding  ponds,  they  would  gobble  up  all  my 
little  salmon  before  they  had  a  chance  of  getting  to 
the  salt  water;  but  when  the  trout  eggs  came  to 
me  at  the  docks,  feeling  it  would  have  been  most 
ungracious,  after  all  the  pains  these  gentlemen  had 
been  put  to  by  the  severe  frost,  not  to  forward  them, 
T  put  them  on  board— in  the  hope,  however,  that 
they  would  keep  them  at  Melbourne.  And  most 
unquestionably,  if  I  had  sufficient  influence  with 
the  authorities,  both  those  gentlemen  should  have 
an  estate  in  fee  granted  to  them  on  the  banks  of 
the  most  promising  trout  stream  in  Tasmania,  that 
they  might  be  induced  during  the  vacation  to  try 
their  hands  with  a  fly  at  the  Antipodes. 

"  James  A.  Youl,  in  the 

"Waratah  House,  Fisherman's  Magazine. 

Clapham  Park,  Nov.  10,  1864." 

[I  think  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  Admiral 
Keppel  gave  Mr.  Youl  1200  eggs  from  his  preserve 
on  the  Itchen.  Mr.  Buckland  stripped  the  fish  and 
took  the  eggs  at  Admiral  Keppel's  request.  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  also  sent  two  lots  of  eggs— namely, 
about  800  from  Mr.  Spicer's  mill  at  Alton  on  the 
Wey,  and  about  700  from  Mr.  Thurlow's  mill  on 
the  Wick  at  High  Wickham,  Bucks.  These  eggs 
arrived  at  the  breeding  ponds  in  Tasmania  on 
April  21,  1864.  Four  years  later  800  eggs  were 
obtamed  from  wild  trout  in  Tasmania,  and  these 
and  a  lot  obtained  in  the  same  way  in  1869 
formed  the  original  stock  of  Salmo  fario  in  New 
Zealand.  Since  then  eggs  from  all  kinds  of 
trout  from  Europe  and  America  as  well  as  of 
European  and  Califomian  salmon  have  been 
imported  into  New  Zealand.  The  rainbow  trout 
has  done  well,  but  the  salmon  is  still  a  faUure 
— R.  B.  M.] 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tliames. — Genekal  Remarks. — The  lower  parts 
of  the  river  are  now  too  much  discoloured  for  fishing, 
and  as  the  upper  reaches  have  also  felt  the  effect  of 
the  heavy  rain,  very  little  sport  amongst  trout  is 
likely  to  be  had  during  the  next  few  days.  By  the 
time  the  coarse  fishing  opens  (Friday,  June  16)  the 
thi(  k  water  will  have  rua  off,  leaving  the  river  in 
pood  order  and  with  an  improved  stream.  Mr.  T 
Denniford  has  had  four  small  trout  at  Sheppertnii 
Weir  sinre  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  best  fish 
scaling  31b.  3oz.  At  the  Thames  Conservancy  meet- 
ing on  Monday  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  horses 
and  men  of  the  21st  Lancers  stationed  at  Hampton 
Court,  to  practise  swimming  in  the  river  at  Hampton 
Ferry.  With  reference  to  the  fupper  liver,  it  is 
recorded  that  measures  for  ensuring  the  purification 
have  been  taken.  The  work  of  lowering  the  tum- 
bling bay  at  0}d  Win/iaorl-ock  hag  been  completed 
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and  great  relief  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  afforded  to 
Datchet  Roach  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall.  The 
reconstruction  of  Bell  Weir  above  Staines  has  made 
considerable  progress,  and  the  boat  slide  there  has 
been  completed.  It  will  enable  the  pleasure  traffic 
at  this  lock,  which  ii  one  of  the  busiest  on  the 
river,  to  be  dealt  with  more  expeditiously  than  has 
hitherto  been  possible.  Sonning  Lock  being  in  need 
of  extensive  repairs,  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  reconstructing  it  before  the  summer  traffic  is 
resumed,  and  the  opportunity  will  be  taken '  of 
lengthening  it  by  24ft.  and  deepening  the  lower  sill 
by  18m.  Abingdon  Lock  will  also  be  thoroughly 
repaired  before  the  opening  of  the  summer  season. 
Provision  has  been  made  in  the  estimates  for  an 
expenditure  of  about  £2000  for  these  works.  It  was 
also  decided,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  provide  seventy  sand  bins  for  use 
in  the  event  of  fires  occurring  on  petrol  launches 
when  at  or  near  the  locks  on  the  Thames. — F.  H 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Richmond).— By  the  time  another 
Fi»hmg  Gazette  is  in  the  hands  of  its  readers,  fishing 
will  have  commenced.  It  is  reported  that  there  is 
a  good  head  of  fish— let  us  hope  it  is  true,  as"the  last 
three  seasons  have  been  terrible.  We  regret  to  hear 
that  a  lot  more  fish  have  been  found  poisoned  at 
Wandsworth— let  us  hope  it  is  not  true.  With 
the  death  of  Job  Brain,  sen.,  it  leaves  only  one 
of  the  veteran  fishermen  who  still  sticks  to  the  pro- 
fession, that  is,  Frank  Brown,  who  is  so  well  known  ; 
but  we  have  also  some  of  the  younger  ones  who 
also  can  be  relied  upon,  such  as  Job  Brain,  jun 
and  Mansell. — Gaynor  and  Son.  ' 

Coin  (rairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  May 
Fly  IS  gradually  tailing  off.  Sport  generally  has 
been  fairly  good,  the  rain  having  improved  the 
state  of  the  i-tream.  Whitsuntide  visitors  will  be 
right  for  some  very  go  3d  Alder  fishing,  as  the  fish 
will  not  be  glutted  this  season.  I  hear  of  some 
31b.  lOoz.  trout  being  killed  on  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer's 
water  in  Fairford  Park,  and  Mr.  J.  Faulkner  and 
friends  have  had  a  good  time,  killing  twelve  to 
twenty  brace  a  day.  At  Bihury  they  a^e  domg  very 
well,  I  understand. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams  —The  showers  have  freshened 
the  ground  a  bit,  but  have  had  no  perceptible  effect 
on  the  rivers.  Still  any  change  was  good,  and  trout 
fishing  has  been  considerably  better  during  the  past 
week.  On  the  higher  waters  of  the  Tamar,  and  on 
the  Jnney,  baskets  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  have 
been  fairly  ordinary  takes.  The  Camel  is  showing 
some  very  fair  sport  with  trout,  but  a  freshet  is 
badly  needed  in  this  rapid  river.  Some  peal  are 
running  in  this  river  and  the  Fo  wey,  but,  as  in  every 
year,  very  little  is  expected  with  these  fish  until 
quite  the  middle,  or  perhaps  the  end,  of  June. 
Several  peal  and  salmon  are  in  the  estuary  of  the 
Tamar — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parning'h^m,  etc.).— The  May  Fly 
was  well  up  on  June  3  all  over  this  part  of  the 
river,  and  the  trout  were  just  beginning  to  take  it. 
The  small  fiy  was  still  preferable  as  an  artificial 
lure,  and  the  only  fish  I  hooked  was  on  a  Black 
Gnat-  Large  numbers  of  these  flies  were  about. 
One  trout  was  taken  on  the  May  Fly,  and  I  believe 
several  on  the  Hare's  Ear  and  other  small  flies.  By 
this  time  no  doubt  the  May  Fly  will  be  the  best 
thing  to  use,  and  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had  will 
have  benefited  the  river  much,  for  it  was  dead  low. 
Day  tickets  at  Lion  5s.  each.-— J.  Paul  Taylob. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  still 
very  low  and  exceedingly  fine,  notwithstanding  the 
rain  of  the  past  few  days.  Heavy  rain  is  still 
needed  to  raise  the  stream  to  an  appreciable  extent 
to  improve  fishing.  Very  little  has  been  done 
during  the  week,  baskets  having  been  small,  but 
the  fish  creeled  have  been  in  fine  condition.  On 
Monday,  June  5,  Mr.  W.  F.  Tullet  had  twenty  nice 
trout,  and  on  May  3 1  he  had  a  basket  of  a  dozen  and  a 
half.  Mr.  B.  Bourne  recently  landed  five  brace, 
Mr.  M.  Revell  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  four  brace,  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  six  brace.  Better  sport  is  antici- 
pated during  the  week  if  the  much  needed  rain  faUs. 
— Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).  — The 
weather  continues  to  be  so  variable  that  sport  is  of 
the  most  haphazard  character.  Thus,  one  evening 
trout  may  be  feeding  in  the  streams,  while  next  day, 
to  judge  by  empty  creels,  no  rise  apparently  took 
place  the  whole  of  the  day.  Below  Cockermouth 
and  on  the  Senhouse's  water  some  nice  trout  have 
been  taken,  while  on  the  Angling  Association's 
water,  between  Brigham  and  Marron  Foot,  Mr. 
T.  Rook  and  Mr.  'I.  Sanderson  have  had  two 
really  guod  fishings,  each  creeling  fish  above  1  lb. 
Sea-trout,  as  yet,  are  thin  in  numbers,  but 
it  is  rather  early  to  expect  the  main  run  to 
commence,  and  the  Fishery  Board  do  not  start 
netting  until  June  19.  The  Board's  spiling  of  the 
water  from  the  Year!  to  the  sea  will  prevent  the 
great  destruction  of  white  trout  that  has  been  done 
^n  previous  years.     On  Derwentwater  there  hag 


uf^  a  fair  conclusion  to  a  not  altogether  unfavour- 
able May  Fly  season.  The  fibh  taken  on  the  last 
lour  or  five  days  'were  much  heavier  than  in  the 
first  fortnight.  The  rivers  are  in  grand  order,  but 
warmth  is  needed  before  there  can  be  any  evening 
fashing. — Black  Tom  of  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Fishing  on  theCarej  has 
been  slack,  but  better  prospects  are  anticipated 
when  the  stream  has  fined  down  after  a  good 
flood.  A  couple  of  baskets  had  two  dozen 
apiece,  whilst  at  Blagdon  Lake  an  angler  creeled 
fave  very  fine  trout.  On  the  Okement,  Lew,  and 
iorridge  little  has  been  done  during  the  past 
week  A  few  salmon  fishermen  have  been  out, 
but  have  not  been  rewarded  with  catches.  In  the 
evening,  some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
creeled.  A  large  quantity  of  dace  have  interfered 
with  sport,  and  steps  should  be  taken  to  rid  the 
stream  of  these  fish.  The  Exe  has  been  low.  and 
best  catches  have  been  made  in  the  evening.  A  few 
fish  have  been  taken  in;the  Greedy,  and  the  Yeo  and 
Culm  have  provided  fair  sport. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  May  Fly*  is  just 
coming  out  in  force,  and  some  good  bags  of  fish 
have  already  been  taken  by  it  on  the  brooks.  A 
united  bag  of  fourteen  brace  fell  to  two  rods  on  the 
Shirley  Biook  on  June  6.  The  Butcher  May  was 
the  killing  fly.  On  the  Dove  it  will  begin  to  take 
well  a  few  days  hence. — Foster  Bros. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton).— Low  water  and 
clear  skies  have  made  fishing  difficult.  Rain  has 
come  at  last,  but  we  want  a  much  heavier  down- 
pour to  materially  affect  the  rivers.  Dry  fly  is 
beina:  used  here,  and  ten  nice  trout  were  creeled 
by  Col.  Coles  on  J une  7.  Good  rain  would  of  course 
give  the  wet  fly  a  turn  again — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Spoi  t  in  the  Exe  and  ' 
tributaries  has  been  rather  indifferent  during  the 
last  week,  the  low  water  and  bright  skies  only  per- 
mitting the  expert  anglers  to  seoure  fair  baskets, 
the  laest  time  proving  the  early  evenings,  and  Blue 
Upright,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Palmers  have  generally 
proved  most  serviceable  flies.    When  the  coarse 
fishing  comes  on  many  expect  excellent  catches, 
as  fish  are  reported  to  be  plentiful  both  in  the 
Exe  and  the  noted  Exeter  Canal.    The  diver- 
sion of  the  leats  of  the  waters  of  the  F^e  near 
the  new  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  old 
stone  structure  from  the  bed  of  the  river  attracted 
universal  interest,   and  was  witnessed  by  many 
interested  anglers  and  others.    The  whole  bed  of 
the  River  Exe  on  each  side  of  the   bridge  was 
exposed  to  view,  and  the  remains  of  a  large  number 
of  oak  piles  could  be  seen  quite  plainly  in  a  direct 
line  with  Edmund-street.    These  are  supposed  to 
be  the  very  piles  on  which  the  first  Exe  Bridge,  the 
level  one  having  thirteen  arches,  which  was  built 
by  Walter  Gervys  700  years  ago,  rested.    It  is 
recorded  that  this  ancient  structure  had  its  founda- 
tions laid  on  an  innumerable  quantity  of  oak  piles. 
These  were  plainly  exposed  to  view  when  the  river 
was  drained  out,  and  could  be  traced  exactly  where 
the  Gervys  Bridge  crossed.    That  the  piles  should 
be  still  there  after  having  been  washed  by  the 
waters  of  our  grand  Exe  for  so  many  hundreds  of 
years  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  durability  of  the 
oak  of  which  they  were  made.    The  second  bridge 
was  built  in  1769,  and  had  three  large  arches,  but 
when  very  heavy  rains  came  the  river,  when  in 
fiood,  rose  very  high,  and  the  land  and  some  streets 
were  inundated.  The  new  bridge,  of  only  one  span, 
recently  opened  has  remedied  this,  and  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  architectural  display  (I  am  sending 
you  plans  of  each).    Some  finfe  bass  and  other  fish 
have  been  caught  in  boats  at  Exmouth,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Straight  Point ;  mullet  are  plentiful 
but  not  feeding.    Our  most  successful  captors  have 
been  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White,  Whiteman,  Perry, 
Copp,  Beck,  and  visitors. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Anglers  are  anticipating 
some  good  sport,  following  on  the  refreshing  rains, 
which  have  put  new  life  into  the  Lea  and  its  tribu- 
tary streams.  Cold  winds  have  interfered  with 
trout-fishing  lately,  but  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
had  with  worm,  minnow,  and  the  fly  in  the  Beane. 
Early  in  the  week,  in  the  Hertford  district,  two  and 
a  half  brace  of  trout  was  landed  by  a  local  angler 
with  the  fly,  the  heaviest  fish  scaling  2  Jib.  Several 
eels  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken  in  the  Lea  and 
Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnstar). — Both  streams 
are  running  very  low  and  clear.  Several  falls  of 
rain  have  been  had  and  more  threatens,  but  it  has 
not  altered  the  water,  and  a  good  fall  of  twenty-four 
hours  is  wanted  to  improve  the  prospect  of  sport. 
The  weather  is  cold  and  an  east  wind  blowing,  and 
the  trout  are  not  rising  at  all  kindly.  The  May  Fly 
does  not  come  up  at  all  well,  and  the  fish  are  evi- 
dently feeding  on  the  bottom,  and  nice  warm 
weather  is  badly  wanted.  Some  nice  trout  have 
been  taken  with  fly  this  week,  but  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  not  good  just  at  present.  The  Pinsley  is 
in  good  order,  but  low.  Gwynne. 
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None  (Feterborougfli). — Forepart  of  present 
week  we  have  been  favoured  with  very  desirable 
rain,  which  will  put  a  different  complexion  upon 
angling  matters  before  the  opening  of  the  season. 
Tl)e  best  fish  I  have  heard  of  this  week  is  a  chub 
weig>  ing  over  21b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Pepper  with  a  fly. 
Straw  baits  are  very  scarce  this  year.  Nothing 
further  has  been  heard  of  the  porpoise  which  ifc 
was  reported  had  been  seen  several  times  at  Orton 
Staunch,  so  our  anglers  hope  that  it  has  left  for 
other  hunting  grounds  ;  but  preparations  are  being 
made  to  give  it  a  warm  reception  if  it  should 
reappear  at  any  future  time. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigrh  Saltertou). — At  time  of  report- 
ing, Tuesday,  June  6,  the  river  is  in  perfect  condition 
for  the  fly ;  a  llittle  rain  has  fallen,  which,  though 
the  river  is  not  much  altered  by  it,  has  freshened  it 
up  and  caused  the  fish  to  stir  freely.  On  Monday 
(June  5)  there  was  a  good  rise  of  Pale  and  Yellow 
Duns,  chiefly  at  midday.  One  rod  took  three  brace 
of  capital  fish,  and  sport  appears  to  hfive  been  more 
or  less  good  all  along  the  river.  Peal  may  soon  be 
looked  for,  and  the  late  evening  treating  has  now 
fairly  begun. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  season  is  close 
upon  us  now,  and  everything  here  points  to  a  good 
start,  the  rains  having  put  a  good  colour  into  the 
liver,  which  seems  wonderfully  full  of  good-sized 
fish ;  so  we  expect  a  number  of  anglers  will  be 
tempted  out  to  break  the  ice  and  make  an  early 
record  this  season. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth.. — All  the  rivers  are  low  and  suffering 
from  want  of  rain  ;  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  and  they 
can  be  seen  in  every  pool.  A  few  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  evenings.  My  daughter  had  a  nice 
peal,  2 Jib.  weight,  on  the  Tavy  on  May  31,  she  was 
fishing  for  trout  with  fine  gear ;  it  was  taken  on  the 
Silver  Drake.  A  171b.  salmon  has  been  also  taken 
on  the  Dart. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — Owing  to  the  absence  of  rain  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood sport  has  been,  as  before,  most  indifferent, 
as  all  these  rivers  are  still  much  too  bright  and 
clear  for  the  fly,  and  what  success  anglers  are  now 
having  is  chiefly  obtained  in  the  smaller  tributaries 
of  these  rivers,  in  some  of  which  trout  are  this 
season  xnore  numerous  than  in  former  years.  Now 
that  the  May  Fly  has  at  last  put  in  an  appearance, 
there  is  more  prospect  of  better  times,  but  the  rain, 
which  for  some  days  has  been  threatening  to  fall, 
still  passes  over  here,  and  a  few  slight  showers  this 
morning  (Wednesday)  is  all  we  have  been  favoured 
with  so  far.  From  some  cause  or  other,  perhaps 
the  winterly  weather  which  has  prevailed  here  for 
so  long,  the  May  Fly  has  been  very  tardy  in  making 
its  appearance  on  these  rivers,  but  it  was  noticed 
on  all  on  June  3. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
There  is  but  little  to  record  in  the  way  of  trout 
during  the  week.  A  few  small  fish  have  been  taken 
from  the  pools  in  the  Ouse  tributaries,  but  streams 
and  rivers  have  been  too  low  and  bright  for  spart. 
On  Monday  came  the  welcome  rain  —  a  steady 
downpour  which  has  lasted  intermittently  up  to  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening),  and  will  be 
of  incalculable  value  for  agriculturists  and  anglers. 
Good  reports  from  all  districts  reach  me  respecting 
the  spawning  season— roach  are,  as  usual,  late,  but 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  opening.  Rivers 
are  feeling  the  benefit  of  the  downpour,  which  has 
been  general.  The  harbour  fishermen  have  taken  a 
few  smelt,  and  bass  are  now  in  evidence,  and  at 
Pilsea  piles,  Chichester  Harbour,  good  sport  may 
be  anticipated. — Geoeoe  F.  Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Some  rain  has  fallen,  and  it  is 
to  ,be  hoped  much  more  will  fall.  A  large  trout  of 
over  21b.  was  lately  taken  in  this  neighbourhood. 
The  water  has  been  low.  A  fish  of  over  41b.  is  seen 
feeding  daily,  but  it  is  only  natvu'al  food  he  wants ; 
artificial  is  discarded  and  looked  on  with  contempt. 
A  gentleman  told  me  to-day  he  caught  twenty  good 
trout  in  the  Bray,  and  fifty  in  another  river  last 
week.  Should  the  rivers  rise  peal  and  salmon  will 
begin  to  come  in.  Bass  are  being  caught  in  the 
estuaries.  One  boat  took  six  on  Saturday  last,  one 
fish  being  over  4Jlb.  Holiday  fishermen  will  have 
some  chance  of  sport  on  either  sea  or  river. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable 
and  very  cold,  with  wind  in  north  and  north-east, 
and  has  been  against  good  sport.  The  cold  weather 
has  been  against  the  May  Fly  coming  up,  and  it  has 
almost  stopped,  and  the  fish  are  at  present  feeding 
on  fhem  on  the  bottom  of  the  liver,  and  unlass  the 
weather  takes  up  warmer  the  season  will  be  a  failure. 
A  go  ■jd  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  May 
Fly,  Orl,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Black  Gnat,  Yellow  Duo, 
and  Blue  Dun.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with 
worm,  aud  some  fair  si-^ed  fi  h  have  been  landed 
with  the  minnow.  On  J  une  2  the  Decoy  Po  '1  was 
netted  to  clear  rough  fish,  and  they  took  some  very 
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large  carp,  some  scaling  up  to  151b.  each.  Fishing 
below  Ludford  on  June  3,  a  few  nice  trout  were 
caught  with  May  Fly.  On  June  6,  some  good  trout, 
1  lb.  to  Ijlb.,  were  taken  with  fly.  Fishing  in  the 
Oakly  Park  and  Dounton  Castle  water  is  not  so 
successful  as  in  former  years,  and  anglers  complain 
of  the  scarcity  of  trout ;  they  can  catch  any  amount 
of  coarse  fish.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  in  order.  Good  trout  have  been  landed  in 
the  Corve  and  Clun  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  fair  level ;  rain  has  been 
had  and  refreshed  the  water,  but  more  is  wanted  ; 
the  weather  has  turned  very  cold.  The  wind  has 
been  in  the  east,  and  has  spoiled  all  prospects  of 
good  sport  with  May  Fly,  as  it  is  very  cold  the  fly 
will  not  come  up,  and  the  season  will  prove  a  bad 
one  unless  we  get  it  warmer.  There  has  been  a 
good  number  of  rods  out  of  late,  and  several  nice 
trout  have  been  landed,  but  no  good  baskets  like 
there  used  to  be  in  the  past,  and  trout  appear  to  be 
very  scarce.  With  warmer  weather  sport  may 
improve. — Worcesteb. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  ell  our  rivers  are 
down  to  summer  level,  and  fishing  is  slow.  A 
Newcastle  angler,  fishing  the  North  Tyne,  killed  a 
nice  basket  of  fifteen  good  trout,  with  fly  up 
stream.  The  Coquet  is  in  a  like  condition,  low  and 
fine,  fishing  in  the  shady  places  with  drop  minnow, 
or  legering  with  docken  grub  is  the  best  style.  Mr. 
R.  Howie,  of  Broomhill,  killad  nineteen  good  fish 
on  the  Acklington  water  on  May  31,  four  weighing 
IJlb.  each.  Several  other  baskets  were  got  with 
minnow  and  grub.  Some  fine  sport  is  going  on  the 
Wear.  Stone  Fly  is  out,  and  good  sport  is  being 
had  with  the  natural  and  the  artificial  inimitable 
Stone  Fly  and  Creeper.  I  am  informed  the  Green 
Drake  has  been  seen  on  the  Derwent  and  the  Blythe. 
Some  fine  large  trout  have  been  killed  on  some 
private  waters  at  Hebburn,  ranging  from  I|lb.  to 
4|lb.  I  may  say  all  these  fish  are  kilhd  with  fly. — 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  very  low,  and  it  is 
hoped  the  recent  rain  will  cause  a  rise,  if  only  a 
slight  one.  Bait  fishing-  commenced  on  Thursday, 
June  1,  and  there  was  a  very  large  number  out  up- 
stream worm  fishing,  but  the  conditions  were  not 
favourable,  there  being  too  much  wind  and  not 
enough  sun.  Mr.  E.  Bowyer  killed  five  and  a  half 
brace,  and  Dr.  Hackett  and  Mr.  G.  Edmunds, 
sen.,  two  and  a  half  brace  each.  The  trout  taken 
were  in  fine  condition  and  gave  good  sport.  Other 
successful  trout  anglers  have  been  Capt.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Eraser,  and  Mr.  Morgan  (Pontypool).  On  June  3, 
Mr.  Thomas  (Newport)  killed  a  trout  weighing  31b. 
9oz.  near  the  weir,  fishing  with  the  minnow.  The 
recent  tides  seem  to  have  brought  up  some  fresh- 
run  fish,  as  two  or  three  have  been  caught  in  the 
lower  pools.  Salmon  'kill"  reported: — June  1, 
Capt,  Phillips,  one,  14lb. ;  June  3,  Major  Trevor, 
one,  in  the  Bridge  stream,  Q^lh. ;  Mr.  J,  G.  Davies, 
one,  181b.,  in  the  Lower  Signs;  June  G,  Major 
Trevor,  two,  one  of  121b,  in  the  Signs,  and  one 
of  151b.  in  the  Lwynch.  Mr.  J.  G.  Davies  hooked  a 
fish  in  Pencarreg,  which  got  round  a  big  stump 
there  and  broke  him.  On  June  2,  Capt.  Phillips 
found  a  dead  salmon,  about  161b.  in  weight,  in  the 
river  a  mile  above  Usk  Bridge,  with  a  piece  of  a 
cast  and  a  lemon  grey  fly  in  its  throat.  Some  poor 
unfortunate  angler  must  evidently  have  lost  this 
fish,  after  having  it  pretty  well  played  out, — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  low  and  very  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fly- 
fishing ;  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  on  there  waters,  and  a  nice  few  good  trout  have 
been  taken  from  both  these  streams.  Tho?e  who 
have  fi  hed  the  Wye  have  secured  two  to  four 
brace;  the  evening  b?ing  the  be^t  time,  the  fish 
have  not  risen  well  i  i  the  daytime.  The  Derwent 
afforded  better  sport  than  pieviously,  as  baskets 
langing  from  two  to  four  and  five  brace  have 


been  obtained  from  the  Chatsworih  Water; 
also  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  yielding  a  few 
nice  trout.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  portion  of  the  Derwent  afforded 
the  best  fish,  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson  securing  four  or 
five  nice  trout  with  the  minnow.  I  also  hear  that 
Mr.  C.  B.  Fry,  fishing  near  Masson  Weir,  Matlock 
Bath,  on  Thursday  evening,  June  I,  landed  one 
trout,  3pb.,  and  two  or  three  others  about  lib. 
each,  taken  with  the  fly  (he  being  Mr.  A.  E.  Law- 
ton's  guest).  The  weather  since  Saturday,  June  3, 
h^is  been  too  cold — a  strong  north  east  wind 
blowing.  Very  few  May  Flies  out  at  present,  and 
it  looks  a>  if  they  would  be  late  this  season.  We 
want  rain  and  warmer  weather,  and  then  the 
prospect  would  be  all  light  for  the  Whitsuntide 
holiday  anglers.  Useful  flies:  May  Fly,  Yellow 
Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Black  Gnat,  Rel  Palmer, 
Caterpillar,  and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Up  to  Monday  we  were  having 
cloudless  skies  and  bright  sunshins.  The  change 
has  taken  olace,  the  weather  bsing  bitterly  col  1  at 
nioht,  and  since  Monday  last  we  have  had  very 
little  sunshine.  No  rain  to  speak  of  yet  excepting 
a  smart  shower  or  two,  which  lasted  very  few 
minutes.  All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  running 
lower  than  they  ever  were  last  season.  A  few 
odd  brace?  of  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Yore  in  spite  of  the  bitterly 
cold  north-east  wind  with  the  natural  minnow, 
one  fish  weighing  l|lb.  There  has  been  some 
very  fair  sport  with  the  Stone  Fly  in  the  lower 
districts,  and  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  at 
Masham,  Hackf  all  and  Tanfield  ;  at  the  latter  place 
the  members  of  the  association  have  been  getting 
baskets  ranging  from  four  to  six  brace  with  the 
natural  minnow  and  the  upstream  worm  fished  well 
in  front.  At  Ripon  and  Borough  Bridge  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  those  who  have  bpen  out 
have  only  met  with  very  moderate  sport.  There  is 
a  good  show  of  coarse  fish,  and  the  coarse  fisherman 
may  look  for  good  sport  at  the  opening  of  the  season. 
Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  during  the 
past  few  days  on  the  upper  reaches  at  Reeth. 
Gunnerside,  and  Muker;  the  river  is  so  low  and 
clear  that  if  one  attempts  to  get  near  the  riverside 
the  fish  are  scared,  and  sport  will  not  improve  until 
there  is  a  real  good  freshet.  The  tributaries  of  this 
river  are  fishing  well,  especially  the  Codbeck,  in  which 
some  exceptionally  large  trout  have  been  caught 
during  the  last  few  days.  The  Wharfe  is  still  running 
clear.  Sport  in  the  upper  reaches  has  been  fairly  good 
at  Kilnsea,  Appletreewick,  Burn  sail,  andllkley  with 
the  Stone  Fly  and  upstream  worm.  A  few  baskets 
of  about  a  dozen  have  been  caught  with  the  fly,  the 
best  patterns  being  Brown  Owl,  Smoke  Fly,  Poult 
Bloa,  and  Light  Watchet.  Poor  returns  are  to 
hand  from  the  districts  of  Otley  and  Pool ;  the 
bottom  fishermen  who  have  been  out  at  Boston 
Soa,  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf  have  done  well  amongst 
the  eels  and  flounders.  In  the  Leeds  reservoirs 
at  Fewston  and  Swinstey  some  very  nice  trout 
have  been  caught  with  the  maggot  and  minnow. 
The  Nidd  is  low  and  clear  in  the  upper  reaches,  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Darley,  Dacre  Banks,  and 
Hampsthwaite,  with  the  worm  fished  well  up 
stream.  The  Knaresborough  Angling  Club  waters 
have  been  fishing  well  at  Killinghal!  and  Knares- 
borough,  some  very  good  baskets,  considering  the 
state  of  the  weather,  have  been  got  with  the  fly. 
A  tributary  of  the  Nidd,  namely,  the  Crimple, 
has  again  been  poisoned  with  the  farmers  washing 
their  sh  ep,  and  trout  weighing  up  to  lilb.  have  been 
picked  up  dead.  This  is  the  third  time  in  five  years 
that  this  has  happened,  and  I  think  it  is  high  time 
that  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  took  up  action.  Tho 
Green  Drake  throngs  on  this  particular  stream,  and 
good  baskets  have  been  caught  with  the  natural  fly 
above  where  the  stream  has  been  depleted.  Good 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  Rye  and  Riccall, 
Costa,  Pickering  Eec'c  with  the  Greea  Drake. 
Prospects  for  the  coming  holidays,  to  tell  the  solid 
truth,  are  bad,  unless  we  have  a  good  downpour  of 
rain  before  the  week  closes.  Rain  is  needed  to  put 
all  our  streams  in  angling  trim. — John  E,  Miller, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.I. 

On  29th  ult.,  Mr.  Crawshay,  London,  fished  Loch 
Urigill,  and  landed  forty  trout,  9^1b  ;  and  Mr. 
Weigall,  Doncastor,  on  Loch  Cama,  eleven  trout, 
QJlb.,  besides  a  Salmo  ferJX  of  SJlb.  On  30th,  Mr. 
Crawshay,  three  dozen  trout,  1 1  lb.  The  weather  of 
late  has  been  very  unfavourable. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon, — Mr.  G,  S,  Gibbons,  les=eo 
of  the  home  reaches  of  the  Beauly  for  May,  con- 
cluded his  anghng  on  May  31.  Although  the  river 
was  rather  low  for  very  successful  sport,  his  take 
for  the  last  three  days  consisted  of  eleven  salm  jn 
and  one  grilse,  as  f  dlows,  namely  : — May  29,  tw.o 
nice  fish  of  11  lb.  and  lOlb.  ;  May  30,  five  beauties 
of  14lb.,  121b.,  111b  ,  lOlo.,  and  Sib.  ;  May  31,  four 
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fine  salmon  of  14lb.,  121b.,  111b.,  and  101b.,  a9  woU 
as  a  grilse  of  41b.  This  brings  the  total  for  the 
month  up  to  sixty-nine  salmon  and  three  grilse, 
Aggregating  7341b.,  or  includinar  grilse  giving  the 
fine  average  of  lOlb.  3oz.  Mr.  Pilkington.  of  Sand- 
fide,  Caithness,  who  was  very  successful  on  the 
Conon  four  seasons  ago,  is  the  le.-see  for  June,  and 
started  fishing  on  June  5.  The  river  was  too  low 
during  the  week  for  spa-trout  angling  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and,  as  a  consequence,  very  pjor  baskets 
were  landed,  the  last  being  one  of  51b.  There  is, 
however,  generally  a  big  lun  of  g'il  e  and  sea-trout 
by  the  middle  cf  June.  Net  fishing  stirted  on 
June  3,  and  will  be  continued  on  Saturdays  and 
Wednesdays  only  during  June  and  July.  The  take 
for  the  opening  day  was  forty  salmon  and  grilse, 
aggregating  slightly  ovtr  3c wt.  In  the  Cannich 
district  anglers  continue  to  have  excelljnt  baskets 
of  brown  trout.  The  Braulen  lochs  are  fishing 
very  well,  some  excellent  baskets  having  been 
landed  during  the  past  ten  days.  Anglers  from 
Strathpeffer  and  the  Garve  Hotel  are  having  very 
good  baskets  on  Lochs  Luichai  t  and  Garve.  A 
basket  of  121b.  was  landed  on  Loch  Luichart,  and 
one  of  6Jlb.  on  Garve.  Fishing  on  the  Conon  still 
continues  to  be  prosecuted  with  little  success. 
During  the  week  only  three  fish  were  landed  by 
anglers,  two  on  the  Scatwell  Beat  and  one  on  the 
Fairburn  rod.  Grilse  are  now  running  better,  and 
the  nets  have  had  the  best  week  since  the  opening. 
— A.  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Both  rivers  are  in 
good  angling  order  with  an  improved  volume  of 
water,  and  there  is  a  good  run  of  sea-trout.  Fishing 
in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  A.  Thomson  had  a  sea- 
trout  a^lb. ;  Mr.  Scott,  Paisley,  had  a  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Brockbank  had  two.  one 
of  them  31b.;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  one  sea-trout  and  13 
yellow,  with  bait,  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  M.  Ewart 
had  a  sea  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr. 
J.  Armstiong,  Greenburn,  two  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun. , 
Gilnockie  Cottage,  three  sea-trout;  Mr.  Walter  Irving, 
Canonbie,  and  Mr.  R.  Steel  had  each  a  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  D.  Murray  caught  a  salmon 
weighing  101b.  in  Canonbie  water.  Bait-fishing 
opened  in  the  tributaries  on  J une  1,  and  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  were  got.    Mr.  A.  F.  Helps,  Carlisle, 
had  91b.  of  yellow  trout  in  Ewes,  and  Mr.  C.  Elliot 
had  81b.  in  the  same  water.    Therein  a  much  better 
run  of  sea-trout  in  ttie  Solway  Firth,  and  the 
catches  have  been  the  best  of  the  season.  Some 
extra  fine  trout  were  got  in  the  stake  nets  early  in 
the  week,   none  were    under    IJlb.,  while  some 
weighed  up  to  3|lb  ,  the  average  being  about  2|lb. 
A  few  fine  summer  palmon  were  secured  at  the 
different  fisheries,  weighing  fr  im  71b.  to  121b.  each. 
The  haaf-net  fishermen  have  done  well  on  both  the 
English  and  Scottish  sides  of  the  Channel.     In  the 
Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk,  an  angler,  staying  at 
Forge,  had  a  sma'l  salmon.   Good  sport  has  been  got 
in  the  Liddle  with  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  M.  Scott,  Clerk- 
leap,  had  a  grand  basket  of  1 1  lb.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong, 
Newcastleton,  had  5^\b.  in  tie  upper  waters  ;  Mr. 
W.  Armstrong,  Copshaw,  61b.  ;  Sergeant  Newton, 
Newcastleton,  creeled  five  dozen  good  trout  at  a 
fishing;  and  Mr.  A.  Hardie  had  a  sea  trout  weighing 
over  1  lb.  Mr.  W.  H.  Mitchell,  Shilling  Moss,  caught 
four  sea-trout  in  the  mii-reachea  of  the  Liddle; 
Mr.  W.  Becks,  Carlisle,  had  91b.  of  yellow  trout  in 
Hermitage ;  and  Mr.  D.  Llliott,  Langholm,  had  81b. 
in  the  same  water.    Messrs.  Ogilvie,  two  rods,  had 
three  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes ;  Mr.  T.  Arm- 
strong had  two  and  a  half  dozen  in  the  same  water ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  one  and  a  half  dozen.    Mr.  A. 
Macmillan,  Langholm,  had  a  sea-trout  in  Langholtn 
water;  Mr.  J.  Pender,  Hawick,  had  over  51b.  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  Ewes;   Mr.  T.    Bell  had  a 
yellow  trout  IJlb.     Mr.  D.  Murray  had  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water  ;   Mr.  D. 
Little  had  two  sea-trout ;   Mr.  G.   Murray,  one 
sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout;   Mr.  A,  Keen, 
Rowanburn,  had    three    sea  trout  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle;  Mr.  J.  Steel,  one  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  J.  Brockbank,  one  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  and 
Mr.  Tom  Steel, Rowanburn, each  three  sea-trout;  Mr. 
W.    Irving,    two    sea-trout.      Several  sea-trout 
have  been  got  in  the  upper  waters  :of  the  Esk. 
— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport 
has  fallen  off  very  much.  Although  a  good  deal  of 
rain  fell,  the  ground  was  so  parched  up  by  the  pre- 
ceding long  drought  that  it  required  it  all,  so  that 
the  water  rose  only  a  very  few  inches.  On  June  1, 
Mr.  Sanderson,  Glencalvie  House,  had  a  51b.  salmon 
on  the  upper  waters;  on  June  2  he  landed  an 
8-pounder;  and  on  June  5  he  caught  a  fine  fish 
weighing  1 61b.,  and  another  of  71b.  Mr.  R. 
Sinclair,  Amat  House,  was  also  fairly  successful, 
havmg  caught  over  a  dozen  fish  since  his  arrival 
about  three  weeks  ago.  On  the  lower  waters 
prospects  have  been  so  hopeless  that  no  attempts 


have  recently  been  made.  The  nettings  at  the 
estuary  fell  of?  very  much  during  the  past  week,  as 
compared  with  the  p^revisus  week.  Mr,  Andrew 
Carnegie's  Skibo  fishing,  at  the  head  of  Dornoch 
Firth,  had  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  catch  of 
salmon  ;  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  Mr.  Anderson's 
Invercharron  fishings,  as  well  as  of  the  Balnigown 
nettings  on  the  Kyle,  which  are  the  most  impor- 
tant. It  is  estimated  that  all  the  salnnon  consigned 
to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  during  ths  week 
would  not  exceed  16|cwt. — B. 

Inehnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). —On  May  29, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  River  Inver,  killed  nine  trout, 
weighing  91b.  ;  Mr.  Ruggan,  on  River  Invjr,  seven, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Wihon,  on  River  Iiiver,  fifteen,  161b.  On 
May  30,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Assynt,  twenty- 
three,  121b.  On  May  31,  Mr.  Thnm^on,  on  Loch 
Awe,  twelve,  6ih.  On  June  1,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
Skaig,  sixteen.  71b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  <in  River  Inver,  ten, 
61b.  (lar  gest,  21b.).  On  June  2,  Mc.  Ivory,  on  River 
Inver,  thirty,  201b.  (twelve  weighing  lO.Ub.,  largest, 
l|lb.).  On  June  3,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  River  lave:-,  thirty, 
131b.  (lirgest,  1  lb.).— W.  Wallace. 

Locli  Jdereu  (Kinross). — Very  little  has  been 
done  here  during  the  past  week.  Few  anglers  were 
out  who  had  very  light  creels  owing  to  stormy  and 
unsettled  weather.  On  June  2  the  United  Edin- 
burgh Angling  Clubs  competed.  A  gab  from  the 
south-west  resulted  in  the  twenty-nine  competitors 
who  took  part  accounting  for  only  eight  trout, 
which  weighed  11  lb.  13oz.  The  winning  club 
team  was  the  Amateur,  with  three  trout, 
41b.  9oz.  Mr.  D.  Stewart,  of  the  Breadalbane 
Club,  secured  first  prize  with  two  trout 
which  weighed  31b.  He  also  captured  the  heaviest 
fish  of  the  day,  21b.  8|oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan, 
Edinburgh,  had  four  trout,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  R. 
Butters,  Perth,  three  trout,  41b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Pringle, 
Kelso,  three  trout,  41b.  12oz.  The  number  of  trout 
captured  with  the  rod  here  last  month  was  1034 
which  weighed  8681b.  4oz.  During  May  last  year 
the  catch  was  945  trout,  which  weighed  1061  lb.  8oz. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.)  Fishing  from 

Foyers  Hotel,  on  May  2,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen 
killed  two  salmon,  SJlb.  and  91b.  On  May  12,  Mr. 
Tilston,  one,  81b.,  and  on  May  20,  one,  101b.  On 
May  23,  Mr.  W.  J.  McLean,  Inverness,  one,  121b. 
On  May  30,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen,  one,  101b.  On 
June  1,  Mr.  W.  J.  McLean,  one,  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Tilston's  boatmen,  one,  11  Jib. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  June  1,  Mr.  Dagleish  landed  a  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  seven  trout,  3|lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  June  2,  Mr.  Orr  Paterson,  Elie,  had  a 
salmon  weighing  l51b.,and  on  June  3,  Mr.  A.  Robeit- 
son,  Aberfeldy,  had  one  of  151b. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — With  the  late  rise 
in  the  river  the  upper  reache?  have  been  fishing 
much  better,  but  sport  on  the  middle  and  lower 
waters  continues  very  poor.    From  the  head  of  fish 
forward  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife's  pooh  will  be 
well  stocked  by  the  time  she  comes  north  in  the 
early  autumn.    On  the  Fife  Arms  beat  Mr.  Blythe 
had  a  run  of  luck.    On  May  29  he  creeled  one  of 
741b. ;  on  May  30,  five,  61b.,  81b.,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  and 
111b-;  on  May  31,  two;  on  June  1,  three,  61b., 
71b.,  and  91b.;  and  on  June  2,  one,  7Jlb.,  while 
Capt.  Armitage  had  one  of  72lb.    On  the  Lower 
Invercauld  waters,  Mrs.  Metcalfe  had  four  of  81b. 
each  on  Monday  and  four  of  61b.,  81b.,  8Jlb  ,  and 
151b.  on  Tuesday,  all  to  her  own  rod.     On  the 
Balmoral,  Ballater,  Glentana,  and  Aboyne  reaches 
sport  has  not  been  so  bright  as  in  the  previous  week, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  diurnal  thunderstorms  which 
have  afiected  angling  all  over.    A  good  deal  of  rain 
has  fallen,  but  not  sufficient  to  move  the  river. 
On  the  Banchory  and  lower  waters  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  salmon,  but  grilse  are  getting  daily  more 
plentiful,  although  the  strength  of  the  season's  run 
is  not  yet  on.    On  the  Durris  waters  (lower),  Mr. 
Baird's  keeper  and  guests  have  run  up  a  score  of 
a  hundred  fish,  Mr.  D.  Nicoll  (keeper)  killing  the 
hundredth  on  Saturday  last.    On  the  Kingcaussie, 
Blairs,  and  Murtle  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
got,  chiefly  grilse.    Don. — Anglers  were  greatly  dis- 
appointed with  the  results  of  the  past  week.  The 
water  was  in  excellent  ply,  but  over-night  frosts 
and  the  sultry  nature  of  the  weather  generally  pre- 
vented the  best  being  made  of  the  chances  agoing. 
What  baskets  of  trout  were  made  were  got  in  the 
evening,  and  to  the  larger  spring  flies.    On  the 
Grandholm,  ParkhUl,    Pitmedden,   Kintore,  and 
Inverurie  waters  many  anglers  were  out,  but  creels 
on  the  light  side.    One  or  two  very  heavy  fish  were 
got,  chiefly  with  the  natural  minnow. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Although  weather  conditions  have  been  very  detri- 
mental to  sport,  the  following  baskets  have  been 
made: — On  May  31,  Mr.  Leake,  King's  Lynn, 
Norfolk,  fished  Lower  Flag  and  landed  eighteen 
trout,  SJlb.    On  June  1,  Mr.  Mackay,  Overscaig 


Hotel,  on  Looh  Na^carach,  had  a  basket  of  close 
oil  four  dozen,  iSJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Leake,  on  Lower 
Mid-Shin,  one  and  a  half  dozen,  7|lb.  On  June  2, 
which  was  very  stormy,  Mr.  Leake,  on  Top  Shin 
beat,  four,  2pb.,  and  on  June  3  (during  which  a 
heavy  gale  blew)  he  tried  Loch  Griam  and  got 
eleven,  3lb.  On  June  5,  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson, 
Scai  borough,  on  Top  Shin,  had  seven,  averaging 
|lb.  e^ach,  and  Mr.  Leake,  on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty- 
one,  7  Jib.    Prospects  now  more  favourable.— B. 

Ross-shire  (Gairloch  Hotel).— On  June  5.  from 
above  hotel  on  Loch  Badachrsano,  Mr.  D.  Richard- 
son had  a  ni:e  basket  of  fourteen  trout,  including 
one  fish  of  17oz. — M.  E.  Haig. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.).— 
The  average  we'ght  of  trout  here  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  samples  of  baskets  made: — On 
27th  ult.,  Mr.  Higgins,  Birkenhead,  on  Lower  Chain, 
nine  trout,  81b  ;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Wood,  Hoylake, 
Birkenhead,  eight  trout,  6Jlb.  On  30th,  Mr.  Wood 
had  eight  trout,  61b.,  and  on  31st,  five  trout,  51b. 
On  June  1,  Mr.  Wood,  sen.,  on  Mid  Chain,  four 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Higgins,  on  North  Lochs,  three 
trout,  1  Jib.  ;  and  Mr,  A.  G.  Wood,  on  Lower  Chain, 
six  trout,  61b.  On  2nd,  Messrs.  Wood,  on  Upper 
Chain,  five  trout,  lOJlb.;  and  Mr.  Higgins,  on  Lower 
Chain,  three  trout,  2 Jib.  On  5th,  Mr.  Hardings, 
Hoylake,  and  Mr.  F.  Wood,  had  two  splendid  trout 
each  on  North  Losh;  Mr.  A.  G.  Wood,  on  Mid- 
Chain,  seven  trout,  6Jlb.;  Mr.  Higgins,  on  Upper 
Chain,  four,  6 Jib.;  and  Mr.  Marchant,  on  Lower 
Chain,  twelve,  111b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — During  the  past  week 
the  following  sport  was  got  by  hotel  anglers.  On 
May  27,  Mr.  Unwin,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  on  May  29, 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devon- 
shire, two,  91b.  and  121b. ;  on  May  30,  Mr.  Unwin, 
one,  91b.  ;  on  May  31,  Sir  John,  one  of  11  lb. ;  on 
June  2,  Mr.  Buxton,  two  of  181b.  and  101b.;  on 
J  une  3,  Miss  Buxton,  a  31b.  grilse,  the  second  of  the 
season.  On  June  5,  the  same  lady  landed  a  101b. 
salmon,  and  Mr.  Eiward  Buxton  two  of  121b.  and 
11  lb.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — At  the  end  of  last  week 
the  rivers  were  in  good  order  for  fly,  but  they  are 
running  low  and  clear  to-day  (Wednesday).  Sea- 
trout  have  been  pushing  inland,  and  anglers  are 
now  accounting  for  one  or  two  with  the  evening  fly. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  appears  un- 
settled and  another  fall  of  rain  would  benefit  all  the 
streams.     In  the  Solway  the  catches  of  sea-trout 
were  very  good  last  week,  but  the  run  is  not  so  pro- 
nounced since  Monday.     The  following  are  the 
reports  of  the  sport  from  the  various  rivers  in  this 
district.     The  Annan. — The  Mount  Annan  water 
furnished  the  best  sport  on  this  stream,  and  it  is  not 
often  that  seventeen  sea-trout  fall  to  two  anglers 
at  one  outing  as  was  the  case  last  week  on  this 
section.    Captain  Thorburn  informs  me  that  since 
May  29  to  June  5  inclusive,  he  has  killed  eleven  sea- 
trout  weighing  from  1  lb.  to  2|lb.,  besides  some  fine 
yellow  trout.     On  Tuesday  evening  he   took  a 
couple  of  sea-trout  weizhing  21b.,  with  small  trout 
fly — a  woodcock  and  pale  yellow  body.  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom,  the  proprietor,  did  not  fish  so  much  last 
week,  but  he  was  successful  in  landing  four  sea- 
trout,  while  his  keeper  had  a  dozen.    In  the  lower 
beat  of  the  Annam,  Mr.  John  Laurie  had  a  nice 
brace  of  sea-trout  on  Saturday  with  fly,  besides  five 
splendid  yellow   trout.     On  Monday,  the  same 
angler  hooked  two  sea-trout,  but  lost  them,  on 
Midge  Fly.    Night  fishing  is  now  commencing  on 
some  of  the  stretches,  but  for  a  night  or  two 
the  temperature  has  been  rather  cold.     In  the 
Hoddom  Castle  water  the  local  rods  have  been 
landing  a  few  odd  sea-trout  in  the  evening,  but 
few  visitors  have  been  fishing.     A  number  of  fair 
sized  yellow  trout  has  been  caught.    On  the  Castle- 
milk   portion,  adjoining   Hoddom  Castle,  similar 
sport  has  been  obtained  since  last  week's  notes,  and 
an  odd  sea-trout  has  been  taken  in  the  Murray- 
thwaite  water  with  night  fly.    Several  visitors  and 
district  anglers  fished  the  higher  waters  near  to 
Wamphray  and  Dinwoodie,  and  the  Jardine  Hall, 
Nethercleugh,  and  Halleaths    portions  were  also 
fished  with  fair  results.     Mr.  Barrey,   a  visitor, 
caught  one  sea-trout  of  IJlb.,  and  sixteen  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Thomson,  two  sea-trout   and  twenty 
yellow  trout;   Mr.  Lockhart,  one   sea- trout  and 
ten  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Anderson  had  a  moderate 
creel    of    yellow    trout    and    one   sea-trout  of 
1  lb.     Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Richardson,  and  others 
have  had  fair  baskets.    The  Moffat  reaches  are  now 
too  small  and  clear,  and  nothing  is  doing  this  week. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — Sea-trout  are  running  in 
this  river,  but  the  sport  has    not  been  so  good 
this    week.    Some    sea-trout    of    from    1  lb.  to 
IJlb.    were    caught    on    June   3  in   the  upper 
portions  with  the    fly.    The    Auldgarth,  Friara 
Carse,  as  also  CowhiU,  Portrack,  and  Hollywood 
have   been    affording    better    catches    of  trout 
since  the    flood,   but    another    spate  would  be 
useful   now.    In    the  mid-Nithsdale  Association 
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stretch  between  Nithbridge  and  Closeburn,  some 
very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained,  but  the  streams 
are  getting  on  the  low  side,  and  the  baskets  have 
been  smaller  since  Monday  last.  A  local  angler  had 
a  good  creel  of  trout  on  the  Scaur  water  last  week. 
Little  is  doing  on  the  Cairn  and  Cluden.  The 
Galloway  Rivees. — Only  moderate  sport  has  been 
the  rule  on  the  rivers  this  week,  but  several  good 
creels  of  trout  have  fallen  to  those  who  have  been 
angling  on  the  district  lochs.  Another  flood  would 
cause  ^more  fish  to  run  from  the  estuary.  Ayr- 
SHJKE  Lochs  and  Rivers. — Messrs.  Robertson, 
Kilmarnock,  fished  Loch  Dcon  of  Dalmellington  for 
three  days,  and  caught  fourteen  dozen  and  five 
yellow  trout  with  fly  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel 
boat;  Mr.  Smith  and  son,  Kilmarnock,  out 
from  the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  on  the  same  dates, 
caught  eight  dozen  and  five  yellow  trout.  Other 
rods  have  had  smaller  catches.  On  the  rivers  a  few 
trout  are  being  taken,  chiefly  after  dark.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilbirnie  a  few  fine  yellow  trout 
have  been  secured.  An  east  wind  is  blowing  to-day 
(Wednesday,  June  7),  and  trout  are  not  rising  so 
freely. — Heatherbell. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 
On  May  30,  Mr.  Fisher,  ten  trout,  61b.  On  Jime  1, 
Mr.  Broadbent,  eight,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  four,  51b. 
On  June  2,  Mr.  Fisher,  fourteen,  91b. ;  Mr.  Webb, 
five,  51b. — John  Mackay. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rise  on  the  Tweed  a  few  days  ago  has  given 
a  fresh  impetus  to  salmon  anglers,  especially  in  the 
lower  reaches.  This  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of 
the  good  stock  of  salmon  on  the  coast,  and  the 
consequent  success  of  the  net  fishers.  Quite  a 
number  of  excellent  spring  salmon  have  been 
caught.  Among  the  successful  anglers  were  Mr. 
Corbett,  at  Twizell ;  Col.  Blake  and  Wm.  Stoddart, 
at  Tillmouth ;  Col.  Kelly  Houldsworth  and  Wm 
Tait.  at  Cornhill ;  Lord  Dunglass  and  Mr.  Tulton, 
at  Birgham ;  and  Mrs.  Birrill  and  Mr.  Perkins,  at 
Carham  Hall.  Further  up  there  have  not  been 
so  many  captures,  but  some  of  the  pools  stiU 
hold  a  few  fish.  The  rivers  are  again  very  low 
and  clear.  On  Floors  upper  water  Mr.  Wm. 
Hendry,  on  June  1,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  81b.,  and 
on  June  3,  at  Hendersyde,  Mr.  Thos.  Pringle  one 
of  9Jlb.  At  Makerstoun,  Mr.  Rome  has  had  four  or 
five  fish  during  the  week,  the  lure  being  worm.  On 
the  Teviot,  Mr.  R.  Hogarth,  fishing  for  trout  with 
worm,  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  6^1b.  at  Huton  Mill 
Rock  on  June  2.  The  Morebattle  Angling  Club 
held  their  annual  competition  on  June  3,  and  some 
heavy  baskets  of  Kale  and  Bowmont  tiout  were 
shown.  First,  Walter  Little,  151b.  5^oz. ;  second, 
Alex.  Dickson,  131b.  15|-oz.  ;  third,  Geo.  Paterson, 
111b.  l-|oz. ;  fourth,  John  Currie,  91b.  9^oz. ; 
fifth,  Adam  Armstrong,  81b.  14|oz. — Maxwheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Owing  to  the  very 
low  water  and  state  of  weather,  fishing  for  the  past 
few  weeks  was  altogether  given  up  by  angleis,  but 
with  rise  in  water  a  week  ago  it  was  again  resumed, 
with  the  following  result : — Mr.  Stenning,  on 
Frewens  water,  five,  averaging  10|lb. ;  Mr.  W. 
Dineen,  on  open  water  below  Bandon,  two,  7|lb., 
13  Jib. ;  Mr.  F.  Crowley,  on  open  water  above  Manch, 
one,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  JohnMcCarthy,  on  same  water, 
one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  David  Wren,  at  Dromovane,  three, 
91b.,  9|lb.,  ll|lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Bevan,  on  Longfield's 
water,  two,  91b.,  111b. ;  Dr.  Neville,  at  Enniskeane, 
three,  9Jlb.,  111b.,  161b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Shorten,  at  Ennis- 
keane  open  water,  one,  II  lb. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Garvey,  on 
open  water  at  Balhneen,  one,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  O. 
Jameson  (Dublin),  on  Manch  water,  four,  9^lh., 
101b.,  lOJlb.,  and  i41b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Mild,  spring  like  weather,  with 
Eoft  westerly  winds,  prevailed  duiing  the  week,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  water  continued  rising  and 
many  Sedge  Flies  hatched  out,  to  which  trout  rose 
freely,  but  they  took  all  imitations  badly,  and 
catches  were  only  obtained  at  a  few  of  the  stations. 
Salmon  are  plentiful  on  all  the  sections,  but  the 
greater  part  of  these  fish  saw  the  shrimp  while  he 
remained  on  the  pools  below  Caronroe  weir  and  no 
fly  can  entice  them  to  move.  The  state  of  the 
river  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  so  soon  a? 
the  dark  thunder-like  clouds  that  have  continued 
rising  in  the  west  during  the  past  ten  days  cease, 
good  sport  among  the  trout  will  likely  be  obtained. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  caught  sixteen  salmon  at 
Caronroe,  ranging  from  91b.  to  16Jlb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Artindale,  nino  from  9^1b.  to  15|lb.  AtPortglenone 
Mr.  R.  C.  Simpson  made  a  basket  of  twenty-two 
trout  weighing  231b. ;  Mr.  B.  Meenan,  one  of  five, 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Robinson  one  of  sixteen,  181b ; 
and  one  salmon  91b. ;  Lough  Neagh  trout  are  very 
plentiful  cn  tlie  upper  section  uf  the  river,  and 
many  of  these  fish  have  reached  the  shallows  at 
Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  bright  weather  con- 
tinued most  of  the  week  with  bad  effect  on  sport  in 


the  low  state  of  the  rivers  in  this  district.  A  small 
spate  raised  several  on  Friday  last  (June  2),  and  on 
the  Maine  some  trout  were  taken.  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor, 
on  the  minnow,  killed  nineteen  up  to  1  lb.,  and  Mr. 
Topping  had  four,  heaviest,  1  lb.  A  few  trout  were 
killed  on  the  Grumlip,  Glenavy,  Comber,  and  other 
small  rivers.  Fishing  the  Middle  Woodburn  Basin 
on  June  2,  Mr.  Hoey  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  41b.  9oz. 
It  took  a  large  Wickham,  and  was  the  best  fish 
taken  there  this  season.  The  dams,  as  a  rule,  have 
fished  badly  this  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The 
weather  was  favourable  for  angling,  and  the  follow- 
ing are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week :  Mr.  A. 
Wrigley,  landed  three  salmon  of  171b.,  151b.,  and 
51b. ;  Mr.  Cheetham,  two,  171b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  R.  S. 
Johnston,  one,  121b.;  Mr.  C.  J.  W.  Sitwell,  jun., 
two,  181b.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Sitwell,  one,  121b.; 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  two,  151b.  and  14|lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  E. 
Godwin,  one,  71b.  Some  good  trouting  was  again 
enjoyed  on  the  river  in  the  late  evenings  during  the 
last  week,  and  on  Lough  Erne  anglers  dapping 
with  the  May  Fly  are  having  some  grand  sport. 
Capt.  Fullerton  and  his  friends,  particularly,  took 
some  'great  baskets  of  those  fine  big  trout  during 
the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Pishery. — The  following  is  the  catch 
for  the  week  ending  June  3  :— -Mrs.  J.  D.  Hum- 
phreys, twenty  fish,  121b.,  g^b.,  2 Jib.,  41b.,  4ilb., 
51b.,  91b.,  4Jlb.,  9Jlb.,  SJlb.,  31b„  6Jlb.,  51b.,  3|lb., 
5|lb.,  lljlb.,  11  Jib.,  41b.,  51b.,  91b.  Capt.  Mac- 
gowan,  thirty-three  fish,  111b.,  101b.,  61b.,  41b., 
llAlb.,  41b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  4lb..  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  41b., 
311b.,  51b.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4Jlb., 
SJlb.,  I41b.,  3 Jib.,  11  Jib.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  3Jlb., 
5|lb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.  Col.  Underwood,  twenty-mne 
fish.  41b.,  41b.,  13 Jib.,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  3Jlb.,  3Jlb., 
41b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  4lb.,  61b., 
5Jlb.,  41b.,  lljlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  51b., 
3Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  71b.  Mr.  R.  T.  Lattey,  ten  fish, 
4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  11  lb.,  61b.,  4Jlb., 
5Jlb.,  51b.— Milne. 

Kerry  Rivers. — All  these  rivers  are  very 
low,  and  are  still  falling.  On  the  majority  of  them 
angling  has  been  out  of  the  question ;  and  on  those 
waters  where  anglers  have  been^out  little  or  no  sport 
was  obtained  either  at  salmon  or  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Owing  to  calm  weather  and  bright 
sunshine  sport  has  ibeen  poor  here  both  at  salmon 
and  trout.  Anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  rain, 
which  sometimes  appears  near  but  does  not  fall. 
At  time  of  writing  the  outlook  has  improved  as 
nice  variable  breezes  are  blowing  and  the  weather 
is  overcast.  Salmon  and  peal  continue  to  arrive. 
On  Lough  Quittane  and  the  Black  Valley  Lake  fair 
sport  [has  been  had  during  the  past  few  days  at 
brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Ougrhterard). — ^Fishing  from  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  on  May  30,  Dr.  Leeper  and  Lady 
Leeper  caught  eighteen  trout,  weighing  141b. ;  Mr. 
Coghlan  White,  six,  9 Jib. ;  Mr.  Ducroy,  four,  6Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Caufield,  ten,  14lb.  On  May  31,  Dr.  Leeper, 
four,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  ten,  12Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Ducroy,  nine.  111b.;  Colonel  Caufield,  ten,  131b. 
On  June  1,  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  six,  8Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Ducroy,  ten,  121b. ;  Colonel  Caufield,  seven,  91b. 
On  June  3,  Mr.  Ducroy,  twelve,  101b. ;  Colonel 
Caufield,  six,  81b. ;  Mr.  Sleator,  Newark,  four,  81b. 
On  June  4,  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  ten,  131b.;  Mr. 
Ducroy,  eleven,  141b. ;  Mr.  Sleator,  ten,  131b.  The 
fishing  by  local  anglers  was  also  very  good,  and  the 
weather  looks  favourable. — Thos.  Naughton. 

liough.  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville.  ao.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  very  backward  in  all  departments 
since  last  report.  Only  one  salmon  has  been  had, 
the  lucky  angler  being  Mr.  Smith  who  had  a  fine 
fish  of  161b.  Only  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  had 
during  the  week.  Though  the  river  is  very  low 
salmon,  peal  and  sea-trout  are  coming  up,  and  good 
sport  is  looked  forward  to  whenever  the  weather 
gets  more  favourable.  Brown  trout  fishing  has 
been  fair  in  the  late  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  Slask  and  Corrib  (Clontanr).— Fishing 
excellent  in  general,  many  trout  taken,  from  31b.  to 
41b.,  with  May  Fly,  which  is  still  up.  " 

Iiongh  BXelvin. — Trouting  was  first-rate  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  anglers  'out  on  the  lake 
from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran,  etc.,  had  some 
fine  sport  amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout, 
and  trout  continue  to  take  the  fly  freely  at  time  of 
writing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  occasionally  good  in  the  late  even- 
ings on  the  above  waters  at  brown  trout.  The 
following  were  the  best  takes  recorded  on  the 
different  waters  :  On  Drenane,  one  of  three  dozen  ; 
on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  twenty-one ;  on  Cooma- 
voher,  one  of  thirty ;  on  Esknamackteree,  one  of 
twenty-three  ;  and  on  Coomcatcun,  one  of  twenty- 
seven. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order 
with  south  winds,  and  a  good  number  of  fish  on  the 
upper  and  lower  reaches.    Mr.  H.  C.  Groves  took 


two  good  fish  on  Monday,  12  Jib.  and  91b.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Garvey  had  a  few  more  good  fish.  Trout  fishing 
opened  on  June  1,  and  there  were  some  nice  baskets 
of  sea-trout  taken.  All  the  loughs  fished  fairly 
well,  some  salmon  being  taken  on  Lough  Conn,  and 
a  good  number  of  trout  were  taken  on  Talt  and 
CuUen  loughs. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  LonghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Rain  is  much  required  here  to  improve 
sport.  Mr.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Scott, 
two  grilse,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Drew,  one  salmon,  11  lb  ,  one 
grilse,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Arklow,  two  salmon,  91b.  and 
161b.,  one  grilse,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Bellhouse,  tw.j  jack, 
20Jlb.  and  191b.,  and  some  nice  trout,  largest  31b. 
Trouting  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Moy  is  good,  be^t 
take  for  one  day  was  got  |by  Capt.  Blosa  Lynsh, 
twenty-eight.  Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished  well ; 
best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day,  forty-six.  Grihe 
are  in  large  numbers  in  estuary  waiting  for  a  fresh. 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — The  May  Fly  is  now  well 
on  here,  and  there  has  been  some  nice  takes 
during  the  week.  The  most  lucky  angler  I  heard 
of  was  Dr.  Henry  Fitzgibbon,  of  Dublin,  wiio  has 
a  large  party  stopping  at  Portanure  Lodge  for  the 
May  Fly.  Lord  Castlemaine  has  friends  also  stopping 
on  Hare  Island,  and  Hon.  R.  A.  Haadcock  has  a 
party  stopping  with  him,  amongst  them  being  Capt. 
Bainbridge,  one  of  the  best  anglers  to  be  met  with. 
There  are  salmon  under  the  weir,  but  as  shrimp.s 
(fresh)  are  impossible  to  be  got  here  at  present  they 
do  not  seem  to  care  for  worm  or  fly. — P.  Browne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Sport  has  been 
rather  dull  during  the  week  as  we  are  now  at  that 
period  which  comes  between  the  closing  days  of  the 
spring  salmon  run  and  the  opening  of  the  peal 
season.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  one  peal,  61b.;  Mrs. 
Ingham  three  salmon,  13Jlb.,  llJlb.,  16Jlb.  On 
Summerhill  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  lojlb. 
— John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longrh  Ung  (Killaloe).— Mr. 
Joseph  T.  Malpass,  of  Manchester,  who  spent  a 
most  delightful  time  here  in  May,  has  left  here  for 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  Killarney,  where  he 
will  sojourn  for  the  next  few  weeks  among  the 
fishing  and  the  romantic  scenery  at  that  beauteous 
region.  Mr.  Malpass  had  the  best  of  sport  here  at 
Killaloe,  his  total  bag  having  am3unted  to  126 
trout — all  good-sized  ones  worthy  the  rod  of  the 
most  skilful  angler  in  the  E  mpire.  Mr.  John  Dutton, 
friend  and  townsman,  also  got  a  large  number 
of  Lough  Derg  trout,  and  those  who  remained  after 
them  also  were  very  successful.  Mr.  George  Burgess 
and  Mr.  C.  F.  Walton,  also  of  Manchester,  ac- 
counted for  ninety-two  trout,  nearly  all  were  good 
sizeable  fish,  largest  4Jlb.,  and  fifteen  pike  and 
perch.  On  the  day  before  they  left,  when  all  of  us 
thought  the  Green  Drake  fishing  was  over,  they 
brought  home  from  the  lake  eight  trout,  141b.,  six 
weighing  IJlb.  each,  and  two  nearly  4Jlb.  I  think 
to-day  (June  7)  will  wind  up  the  dapping.  Tne 
grilse  are  just  beginning  to  run.  On  my  water,  Mr. 
George  Hurley  lost  three  this  week,  and  killed  one, 
besides  nice  nets  of  brown  and  white  trout.  Sport 
prospects  positively  promising. — S.  J.  Hurley% 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Trout  fishingon  the  Ballindei  ry 
was  greatly  handicapped  for  a  long  period  by  low 
water,  and  at  time  of  writing  it  is  low  and  clear. 
Some  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  shaded  pools 
on  the  Black  Fly.  Salmon  are  in  the  pools  below 
Coagh,  but  not  in  any  great  number  yet.  The 
Blackwater  is  similarly  suffering  from  the  drought. 
The  May  Fly  is  rising  well  on  the  Clogher  Valley 
reaches. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
The  dapping  season  on  these  lakes,  so  far  as  the 
May  and  early  Jime  rise  of  the  Green  Drake  Fly  is 
concerned,  is  practically  over  for  the  current  year, 
but  any  ardent  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  may  have 
many  a  good  day  before  Oct.  1  by  watching  for  the 
July  and  August  second  rise  of  the  Green  Drake,  and 
by  dapping  with  daddy-long-legs  and  the  various 
varieties  of  sedges,  particularly  the  green-bodied 
sorts  which  are  very  killing.  Some  fairly  good  sport 
was  obtained  since  I  forwarded  my  previous  report. 
Personally  I  had  fifteen  trout,  none  of  which  were 
of  any  note,  except  two,  which  weighed  31b.  and 
51b,  respectively. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Another  spell  of  strong  north- 
east wind  has  once  more  aU  hut  put  a  period  to 
local  sport,  the  water  being  at  present  extremely 
dirty  and  discoloured.  On  .June  2,  when  the  water 
was  in  good  condition,  a  few  pollack,  dogfish, 
pouting,  and  dabs  were  caught,  as  well  as  an 
unusually  large  number  of  eJible  crabs.  Im- 
proved conditions  of  weather  on  June  3 
brought  out  a  good  array  of  anglers,  including  Miss 
Dorothy  Turner,  Miss  Elsie  Turner,  and  Messrs. 
Puckridge,  Collier,  Ban  l,  Turner,  Carroll,  Brans- 
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combe,  Messenger,  Wood,  Dunning,  Young,  McCann 
and  Browne,  and  Mr.  Turner  was  fairly  successful 
amorig  the  pollack,  Mr.  Dunning  also  securing  some 
large  dogfish,  while  most  of  the  others  had  to  be 
content  with  smaller  species.  Mr.  Waddell  secured 
three  dogfish  on  the  following  moining,  and 
Mr.  Glen,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Dunning  made  fair 
mixed  begs  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but 
pollack  weie  nowhere  to  be  found.  Torrential 
rain  and  blustering  north  east  wind  marred  all 
sport  on  June  5,  and  Mr.  Finn,  the  brothers 
Newell,  and  several  others  who  braved  the 
elements,  took  nothing  worthy  of  record.  June  0 
witnessed  no  improvement  in  weather  or  sport,  a 
few  very  small  dogfish  constituting  almost  the  entire 
catch  of  the  day.  An  occasicnal  pouting  was 
landed  from  the  thick  water  cn  June  7,  but  nothing 
else  came  to  hand. — J.  Richardson. 

Heme  Bay. — The  fishing  continues  very  gocd 
here  with  flatfish,  eels,  and  bass  from  the  pier. 
The  weather  to- day  (June  6)  is  rough — a  strong 
N.E.  wind — but  should  the  wind  go  down  it  will 
improve  the  condition  of  the  water,  which  has  got 
very  clear. — E.  F.  Wheeler. 

Penzance, — Fair  weather;  some  good  catches. 
Mr.  A.  Richaids  (B.S.A.S  ),  on  June  3,  had  one  cod, 
IClb,,  f  ve  pollack,  fiom  21b.  to  91b.  each,  five  pout 
ing,  one  rough  dog,  one  ling,  thiee  gurnards, 
twenty-seven  bream,  one  garrick,  one  wrasse  ;  total 
801b.  Two  men,  fishing  near  Lower  Long  Hedge, 
a  mark  close  in,  had  in  three  catches  twenty-five 
score  bream  and  splashers — a  lot  of  the  bream  were 
large  size.  Another  catch,  June  6,  six  score  bream, 
averaging  nearly  21b.  weight  each.  Whiffing: 
small  catches  of  mackerel  and  pollack.  Rod-fishing 
from  piers  :  fair  sport ;  bream,  chad  and  pollack. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  still  holds  fine,  although 
at  the  time  of  wiiting  there  is  evidently  thunder  in 
the  air,"8nd  it  seems  as  if  we  are  to  have  some  rain, 
which  will  be  very  welcome.  Large  numbers  of 
bass  are  being  taken  in  the  River  Tamar  above 
Saltash.  They  have  gone  up  as  far  as  Cargreen,  and 
they  are  also  to  be  found  off  Bull  Point.  The  fish 
are  very  large,  and  in  many  instances  the  gear  is 
carried  away.  They  seem  to  be  taking  the  baby 
spinner  on  gimp,  either  by  whiffing  or  casting  with 
a  rod.  The  spring  pollack  aie  coming  further  in, 
and  boats  around  the  East  Winter  Buoy  and  at  the 
back  of  the  island  are  getting  fair  catches.  Mackerel 
are  now  taking  the  spinner  all  up  and  down  the 
coast. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bsmsgate — Fishing  has  been  good  up  to  and 
including  June  4  from  both  piers  and  boats,  the 
takes  consisting  chiefly  of  codling  and  dabs;  the 
latter  are  plentiful  and  getting  into  very  good  con- 
dition. Seveial  silver  eels  have  been  taken  from 
the  harbour,  and  a  bass  or  two  have  been  landed. 
On  June  5  it  blew  a  gale  from  the  east,  with  almost 
tropical  rain  and  thunder,  and  nothing  has  been 
dene  since.  ITnless  we  get  a  very  quick  change, 
week-end  prospects  a-e  not  rosy. — Grey  Mdllett.' 

Weymonth.— The  weather  for  the  past  few  days 
has  been  all  against  angling,  a  continuous  downpour 
c  f  rain,  accompanied  by  a  cold  north-easterly  wind, 
so  that  reports  of  catches  are  scare.  Bass  are  stili 
being  taken  at  the  Ferry  Bridge,  but  only  in  small 
numbers.  Some  good  catches  of  bass  and  pollack 
have  been  had  from  the  town  bridge  in  the  evening, 
fishing  with  light  float  tackle  and  using  sand- worms 
as  bait.  The  latter  end  of  last  week,  in  finer 
weather,  some  very  good  pouting  were  taken  from 
the  breakwater,  rod-fishing  and  throwing  well  out  • 
some  of  the  fish  being  from  |lb.  to  |Ib.  in  weight] 
where  also  some  fairly  good  congers  have  been  takeri 
close  ]n  shore.  Eel-dabbing  or  bobbing  is  in  full 
swing  up  the  backwater,  several  boats  being  out 
every  evening,  and  the  catches  averaging  from  81b 
to  201b.  per  boat.— Chas.  J.  Russell,  W.A.A. 


NOEWAY  AVEATHER  EEPORTS. 

The  telegrams  received  to-day  (June  5)  are  as 
follows:— "Namsen  District:  Fish  commencing  to 
ascend  Namsen."  "Trondhjem  District:  Fish 
bfmg  caught  on  lower  Gula,  weather  milder." 
"  Bergen  District :  Sport  commencing  on  all  rivers." 
"Mandal  Distiict:  Milder;  several  fish  caught  on 
Mandal  and  other  riveis  "  In  addition  to  these 
telegrams  I  have  received  letters  from  tenants  who 
have  already  arrived  on  their  rivers,  and  several  of 
these  report  having  already  caught  fish  at  the 
begmning  of  last  week.  The  rivers,  however,  were 
all  m  flood  last  Monday,  and  they  appear  to  have  had 
a  continuation  of  the  milder  weather  (thus  pro- 
ducing the  required  floods)  since  then.  Now  that 
sport  has  commenced,  those  who  are  still  in  this 
country  and  intend  going  to  Norway  should  not 
delay  in  proceeding  there.— Jaimes  Powell  (Lumlev 
House). 


Jlssoctaitons,  eic. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
The^  ordinary  meeting  was,  as  usual,  held  on 
June  /  at  the  society's  rooms  in  Fetter-lane,  Mr 
W.  Bullock  occupying  the  "business"  chair. 
Keports  from  a  number  of  stations  were  read, 
mdicating  that  on  the  south  coast  and  to  the  west- 
ward very  decent  sport,  for  the  time  of  year,  had 
been  experienced.  The  takes  were  of  the  ordinary 
description.  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels  had  been  fishing 
at  Eastbourne,  found  plenty  of  fish,  and  that  razor 
fash  as  bait  was  very  killing.  He  was  full  of  praise 
°«   1  boats— good  sea  boats— having  been 

oft  the  Sovereign  rocks  in  one  of  them  in  exceeding 
comfort.  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp  had  been  to  Moville, 
Ireland,  and  reported  large  takes  of  very  large  conger 
off  Fair  Head.    Dr.  Bramwell  had  good  sport  at 
Newhaven.    Mr.  Pickup  reported  the  receipt  from 
membeis  of  twenty-two  specimen  fish   lor  the 
rnuseum,  and  which  he  was  engaged  in  pickling.  In 
the  formalin  tank  a  very  small  but  perfect  angler 
fish  was  shown,  and  a  little  perfect  skate.    He  also 
called  attention  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Garfit  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Deep  Sea  Fishing  Company 
at  Boston  (Lines),  defining  most  clearly  what  this 
society  has  long  been  calling  attention  to— the  great 
deciease  in  the  takes  of  sizeable  fish  in  the  North 
Sea,   the  result   of    the  terrible    destruction  of 
immature  fish,  and  chronicling  the  enormous  weight 
(5555  tons  at  Grimsby  alone  in  four  months)  sold 
m  the  markets.     Routine  business  having  been 
disposed  of,  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels  took  the  chair 
and  called  upon  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  to  read  his  paper 
upon  "Fishing  at  Lerwick,"  which  he  did,  and  a 
very  neat,  honest,  and  carefully  prepared  paper  it 
was— brimful  of  the  very  information  members 
wanted.    As  a  Sea  Angling  station  he  couli  not 
say  it  was  better  than  some  others  much  more 
readily  accessible,  but  he  had  enjoyed  holidays 
there,    and    had   caught    fish.     He    added  his 
testimony  as  to  the  result  of  the  over-fishing 
there,   as   elsewhere,  the  large  Aberdeen  trawlers 
having  literally  "  scooped  "  the  seas,  fishing  inside 
the  three-mile  limit  with  lights  out,  in  defiance  of 
H.M.  gunboat  protecting  the  fisheries,  one  absolutely 
unable  to  overhaul  a  trawler  of  moderate  speed  ■  a 
very  complete  description  of  the  Orkneys  and  the 
Shetlands  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  paper, 
which  was  received   with   much   applause.  Mr. 
Boyton  added  further  information.    He  had  been 
successful  in  taking  a  quantity  of  large  haddocks  in 
bt.  Margaret's  Bay,  a  place  he  heartily  recommended 
to  the  members.     Mr.    A.  W.    Parker  followed 
with    a  paper  on  fishing  at  Bridport  and  neigh- 
bourhood.   Here  again  a  very  nice  description  of 
the  place  and  its  surroundings  was  given,  and  like 
the  preceding  speaker  he  handed  round  charts  and 
views  in  illustration  of  his  remarks.    Upon  his  last 
visit  he  was  very  successful  in  taking  extremely 
fine  mackerel,  very  good  to  eat,  also  pollack  and 
conger,  but  the  pouting  of  from  21b.  to  41b.  afforded 
him  the  best  sport.    Four  miles  off  the  sea-coast  of 
Sea  Town,  three  miles  west  of  Bridport,  there  was 
a  lovely  fishing  ground  affording  perfect  sport. 
Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  and  other  mem- 
bers followed  up  the  subject.    The  latter  gentleman 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturers,  who 
replied,  and  the  chairman  being  duly  thanked, 
and  the  toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.  drunk,  the  meeting 
closed  at  the  decent  hour  of  ten.    The  secretary 
announced  that  the  rooms  would  be  closed  the 
whole  of  Whitsun  week,  and  that  at  the  next 
ordinary  meeting,  on  June  21,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
would  read  a  paper  on  "The  Coast  of  Countv 
Dublin."— H.  P.  ' 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  on  May  31,  when  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided. 
A  few  minor  details  having  been  disposed  of,  the 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry.  read  a  statement  of  account 
for  the  year  ending  March  31  last,  which  showed 
that  the  society's  financial  position  was  very  satis- 
factory, and  that  the  general  aspect  of  affairs  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  elected  by  poll  with  the  following  results  : 
— President,  Mr.  George  Geen  ;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Adrian  Lumley;  chairman,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  Barnes;  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry; 
assistant  -  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Adams ;  committee', 
Messrs.  Barnett,  Cracknel),  Loudensack,  Marks,' 
Moore,  Sage,  and  Wilkins  ;  trustees,  Messrs.  Dun- 
gate,  Wilson,  and  Yarham.  The  whole  of  the  rules 
of  the  society,  with  some  important  alterations  and 
additions  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  were 
read  to  the  meeting,  and  were  approved  of  and 
passed.  A  gentleman  previously  proposed  for 
membership  was  balloted  for  and  elected,  and  the 
meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 
Mr.  Wood-Barrett  was  again  successful  among  the 
dace  on  June  4,  and  Messrs.  Barnes  and  Yarham 


both  report  having  hooked  heavy  fish,  whether  pike 
or  trout  they  could  not  tell  as  in  each  case  the  fish 
got  away.  The  whole  of  the  society's  water  will  be 
open  for  fishing  on  J une  16,  but  in  the  Harefield 
section  chub  and  roach  may  not  be  taken  before 
July  1. — E.  B. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
An  exceedingly  successful  smoking  concert  was 
held  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  G.  W 
Thornpson  presiding,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Green  very 
capably  carrymg  out  the  musical  arrangements, 
i here  was  quite  an  overflow  of  talent  available 
and  where  all  acquitted  themselves  so  excellently 
well  It  would  be  somewhat  invidious  to  particularise  • 
however,  )t  may  suffice  to  say  that  the  singing  of 
Messrs    Hall.  E.  W.  Cox,  Priest,  Orpin,  Russell, 
i^rost  White,  and  Reeves  was  very  fine,  the  first 
and  last-mentioned  of  these  gentlemen  beino-  par- 
ticularly appreciated ;  whilst  the  humorous  song's 
etc    given  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Green,  Mr.  A.  G.  Merrilt' 
and  Mr.  Wheeler  evoked  great  applause,  each  of 
these  gentlemen  excelling  in  his  own  particular  styb 
of  comicality.    There  remains  to  mention  the  fine 
cello  playing  of  Mr.  Hall,  two  pieces  especially 
being  very  delightful,  "Berceuse"  and  "Sing  me 
to  Sleep" — a  concerted  piece— Mr.   Reeves  beau- 
tifully giving  the  vocal  portion.    At  the  p'ano  Mr. 
J^lack  and  Mr.  Cooper  efficiently,  and  with  fine 
judgment,  carried  out  that  part  of  the  programme 
on  which  so  much  depends.  At  the  midway  interval 
Mr.  R.  Snare,  called  upon  by  the  chairman,  said  a 
few  words  as  to  the  society,  its  aims,  and  the  great 
success   it  had  achieved;  he  congratulated  the 
members  on  the  pleasant  and  prosperous  career 
that  offered,  and  on  behalf  of  the  society  heartily 
welcomed  the  visitors  present.    He  concluded  by 

saymg    that,    however    much    it— C.L.P.S.  had 

accomplished  in  the  past,  it  would  do  still  greater 
thmgs  m  the  future.  Medals  having  been  presented 
to  sundry  successful  members,  votes  of  thanks  to 
the  visitors,  to  Mr.  Green  and  the  chairman  closed 
an  extremely  pleasant  entertainment.— Hon.  Sec. 
Gbesham  Angling.  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  over  the  committee,  and 
Mr.  C.  J.  Hay  ward  the  ordinary,  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  list  was 
added  to,  and  will  be  closed  after  the  next  meeting, 
June  20.  Members  desirous  of  contributing  should 
forward  their  subscriptions  (Is.  Id.)  to  the  hon.  sec. 
The  railway  privilege  tickets  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  they  are  received.  Reports  from  the  Chess 
are  rather  poor,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
river  is  running  very  low  and  bright.  A  few  May 
Flies  were  seen  on  Saturday  last,  and  a  brace  of 
sraall  fish  taken  with  the  artificial.  A  report  received 
this  (Wednesday)  evening  says  that  the  rains  of  this 
week  have  already  produced  a  beneficial  effect,  but 
something  considerably  more  than  three  days'  rain 
is  wanted  to  ensure  that  this  shall  be  permanent. 
There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday  next. — Hon' 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Ellis  Forbes  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday.  After  the  usual  business  had  been 
transacted,  Mr.  C.  L.  Seholefield  opened  a  discussion 
on  "My  most  Unsatisfactory  Day's  Angling."  A 
good  number  of  the  members  joined  in  giving  their 
varied  experiences,  which  caused  much  merriment, 
and  it  was  surprising  to  hear  that  so  many  of  the 
Highburyites  had  tales  of  woe  to  tell.  At  10  o'clock 
punctually  the  toast  "Absent  Friends"  was  pro- 
posed, and  then  members  gave  an  account  of  their 
doings  during  the  May  FJy  rise.  Mr.  A.  Piercy 
reported  catching  trout,  chub,  and  specimen  dace 
on  the  fly  (all  coarse  fish  returned) ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
trout  on  fly  up  to  1  lb.  9oz  from  the  Lea ;  Mr.  G.' 
Westrup  again  topping  the  list  with  a  grand  brace 

of  trout  of  31b.  8oz.  and  61b.  12oz.  on  the  fly.  

Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  chair  was  taken  at  Monday's  meeting  by  Mr. 
H.  E.  W.  Johnson.  As  usual,  during  the  first  week 
in  June,  there  was  a  large  number  of  absentees 
from  among  the  usual  frequenters  of  the  weekly 
gathering,  most  of  those  who  could  be  away  were 
trying  their  luck  with  the  May  Fly.  Those  who 
were  present  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  Capt. 
A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  after  his  long  absence. 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  reported  that  on  the 
previous  Saturday,  although  the  May  Fly  was  well 
up  on  the  Newbury  Association  water  at  Bull's  Lock, 
there  was  only  a  poor  rise  on  the  Society's  portion 
of  the  Kennet  and  Lambourn.  He  took  a  brace  and 
a-half  of  sizeable  fish  from  the  latter  stream.  Mr. 
F.  iiason  had  a  brace  from  the  same  water,  as  also 
did  Col.  W.  A.  Browne,  while  Mr.  C.  Stallibrass  had 
a  fish  of  21b.  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  had  trout  from  the  Itchen, 
but  found  the  fish  gorged  with  May  Fly,  the  best  of 
the  rise  being  probably  over  on  that  water. — Hon. 
Sec.  pro  tern. 
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Pfoviiieial  flfigling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  rain,  all  our  rivers  are  low 
and  fine,  and,  as  a  consequence,  sport  has  been 
very  bad.  The  May  Fly  is  well  up  on  the  Severn  in 
the  Worcester  district,  but  there  are  very  few  trout 
to  be  taken  here ;  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Severn  sport  should  be  had  with  this  popular  bait. 
Our  members  are  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of 
the  season  for  coarse  fishing.  So  far  the  prospects 
are  looking  bright,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
Birmingham  anglers  have  so  far  respected  the  close 
season,  and  there  will  be  a  good  season  in  future  for 
the  gut  and  horsehair  people.  Some  of  our  people 
can  hold  their  own  with  the  horsehair.  And  in  the 
Midlands  it  is  a  favourite  line,  and  roach  up  to  21b. 
have  been  secured.  I  must  make  a  remaru  to  all 
local  people  who  have  free  access  to  both  private 
and  public  waters  not  to  damage  the  mowing 
crops  ;  it  has  been  in  the  past  that  anglers  have  had 
the  privilege  to  fish  private  waters,  but  much 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  crops.  I  hope  this 
will  not  be  done  in  the  future.  I  wish  to  say  that 
trout-fishing  is  very  good,  and  that  the  sport,  on 
the  whole,  has  been  good.  We  shall  have  a  good 
time  in  store  for  us  so  far  as  coarse  fishing  is 
concerned,  and  with  the  fine  weather  it  will  be 
a  great  inducement  for  our  people  to  turn  out 
during  the  holidays ;  there  will  be  trains  running 
from  all  parts  of  the  Midlands,  and  all  our  rivers 
and  tributaries  will  be  well  patronised.  A  large 
number  of  our  clubs  have  made  arrangements  to 
fish  the  annual  contests,  and,  as  I  have  pointed  out, 
the  Avon  will  be  the  happy  hunting  ground. 
Defford,  Pershore,  and  Evesham  will  be  well 
patronised.  And  when  the  season  opens  the  Avon 
will,  as  far  as  coarse  fishing  is  concerned,  be  found 
more  preferable  than  the  Severn  or  Trent. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  reports  which  have  come  to  hand  respecting 
the  prospects  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  in  the 
Fen  district,  which  commences  next  Friday,  are 
in  the  main  very  encouraging.  Owing  to  the 
exceptionally  dry  soring  there  has  been  very  little 
change  in  condition  of  the  waters,  and  ttie  fish 
have  consequently  been  favoured  with  a  good 
spawning  time.  Roach  are  usually  backward,  and 
tney  will  not  have  recovered  from  the  spawning 
process  for  at  least  a  month  after  the  advent  of 
the  season.  The  tributaries  of  the  main  drains,  in 
which  the  fish  generally  congregate  for  spawning, 
are  said  to  be  literally  full  of  fish.  Thbss  who 
patronise  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  this 
year  will  undoubtedly  find  the  sport  at  a  consider- 
able discount,  for  many  lengths  of  the  river  are 
being  emptied  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  them  out. 
The  work,  which  is  extending  several  miles  north 
of  Dowsby  Fen,  has  been  in  progress  for  five  or  six 
weeks,  and  it  is  expected  to  last  for  sjme  time  to 
come.  In  the  course  of  these  operations  thousands 
of  eels  and  other  fish  have  been  killed.  Some  of 
the  former  were  prodigious  specimens — in  fact,  one 
or  two  have  weighed  up  to  41b.  apiece.  Some 
remarkably  fine  tench,  too,  have  fallen  victims 
during  the  progress  of  the  work.  Forty-foot  sub- 
scribers, who  propose  getting  to  work  next  week, 
will  do  well  therefore  to  confine  their  attentions 
to  the  lengths  south  of  Dowsby  Fen  and  to  the  north 
of  Donington  Bridge. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Weather  much  colder  this  week,  consequently 
very  little  trout  fishing  has  been  done.  A  very  good 
fish  was  taken  last  week  in  the  Wansford  section  of 
the  Driffield  Canal  by  Mr.  A.  Hope,  a  member 
of  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society, 
it  weighed  31b.  2oz.  Another  nice  fish  was  taken 
in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Hull,  near  to  Arram 
Beckend,  by  a  Hull  angler  with  worm,  that  scaled 
a  tiifle  over  '21b.  Prospects  on  the  Hull  are  very 
good  when  the  season  opens  on  June  16,  shoals  of 
large  roach  being  busy  scouring  themselves  on  the 
shallows,  and  fish  well  on  the  move  in  all  parts  of 
the  river  down  to  Gibraltar  Farm.  Reports 
from  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  and  River  Foul- 
ness, the  waters  being  in  very  fair  condition ;  and 
the  Lincolnshire  rivers,  the  Ancholme  and  Ludd, 
are  both  in  first-class  order,  and  reported  to  be 
teeming  with  fish.  I  also  hear  that  restocking  has 
been  well  attended  to  recently  on  both  waters.  The 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  will  open  their 
season  on  June  17,  and  hold  their  annual  "  Cutting  " 
Challenge  Cup  Competition  and  Open  Match  on 
the  River  Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  with  the 
usual  steamboat  excursion  from  the  Victoria  Pier, 
Hull,  which  is  so  much  looked  forward  to  by  our 
local  anglers. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Things  do  not  look  over  bright  for  the  holidays  in 
this  district.  At  the  time  I  write  (.June  0)  there  'a 
a  cold,  nasty  dry  wind  blowing  strongly  from  the 
north-east,  and  the  general  conditions  are  more  like 
the  back-end  than  summer.  What  little  fresh 
water  there  was  in  the  streams  through  the  recent 
rains  is  rapidly  falling  away,  so  that  with  the  low 
water  and  the  wind  together  little  day  fishing  can 
be  expected,  while  evening  and  night  fishing  is  out 
of  all  question  through  the  latter  evil.  On  Winder- 
mere sport  is  moderate.  A  few  good  trout  are 
being  creeled  everyday,  some  up  to  l|lb.,  but  I 
have  not  heard  or  come  across  any  rod  who  has 
taken  more  than  half-a-dozen  of  these  good  ones 
for  the  day.  Natural  food  is  abundant,  but  I  have 
only  once  come  across  the  trout  in  a  good  rising 
way  on  the  lake  since  the  May  Fly  has  been  in 
evidence,  and  this  rise  was  a  very  short  one,  lasting 
— at  all  events  when  I  was  fishing — but  half-an- 
hour.  On  June  0  I  took  a  nice  fish  of  l|lb.,  and 
lost  another,  which  I  think  would  be  a  good  pound 
heavier,  and  had,  to  me,  the  novel  experience  of 
rising,  hooking,  and  taking  a  small  perch.  This 
fish  is  coming  on  to  the  shallows,  and  anyone  who 
cares  for  this  class  of  fishing  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
have  his  fill. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  we  are  comtemplating 
sport  in  the  coming  week.  Perhaps  Bolton  leads 
the  way  as  usual,  for  they  turn  out  by  train  load's 
with  their  wives  and  families  for  Morecambe  and 
district.  Liverpool  anglers  will  be  busy  if  they  can 
only  put  on  one  side  the  great  question  of 
pavilions  and  get  away  to  Rosset,  Bangor, 
Llanymynech,  Chester,  and  other  favourite  resorts. 
After  a  long  spell  of  quiet  the  Warrington  anglers 
will  be  all  alive  for  fishing,  opening  their  canal 
for  that  purpose.  Preliminary  notices  are  to  hand 
of  big  events  to  be  promoted  by  Craven  and  Pendle- 
ton anglers  at  Broadheath,  and  the  N.A.A.  Ather- 
ton  Centre  at  Leigh.  The  Juniors  at  Walkden  are 
also  for  a  match,  at  Boothstown.  Despite  the 
weather,  there  are  good  prospects  of  satisfactory 
times  next  week,  and  from  the  reports  reaching 
us  from  absent  friends  this  statement  is  made. 
Although  the  May  Fly  is  up  on  the  Bollin  only  a 
few  hours  in  the  evening  is  it  worth  while  fishing 
until  some  rain  comes.  Our  rivers,  Ribble,  Lune, 
and  Wyre,  are  not  fishing  very  well,  and  the 
number  of  rods  out  is  not  excessive. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Practically  we  are  insane  during  next  week — we 
are  in  for  our  annual  popular  holiday,  and  nothing 
else  can  be  talked  about.  In  no  other  part  of  the 
Kingdom  is  Whitsuntide  thought  so  much  about  as 
it  is  in  this  city.  Some  call  it  scholars'  week,  but 
from  our  pomt  of  view  it  is  anglers'  week.  True, 
scholars  monopolise  our  streets  on  two  days,  stop 
all  traffic,  and  cause  any  amount  of  annoyance,  but 
then  we  were  young  ourselves  once.  What  with 
cricket  matches,  races,  long  trips,  to  say  nothing  of 
a  few  thousand  of  anglers  going  away,  it  is  a  busy 
time.  Again  all  our  volunteers  are  under  canvas, 
and  it  is  noteworthy  to  know  that  many  are  taking 
tackle  with  them.  To  see  a  fishing  rod  tied  to  a  rifle 
will  not  be  an  uncommon  sight  this  week-end.  To 
make  careful  inquiries  means  to  ascertain  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  great  demand  for  bait  and  tackle  as  most 
associations  are  opening  for  the  week  on  the  10th. 
Some  may  say  this  is  a  mistake ;  well,  plenty  of  our 
less  fortunate  brother  rods  have  not  had  prosperous 
times  lately,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  sport  when 
they  can  go  is  a  mistake. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  of  a  variable  character, 
with  a  cold  wind  blowing  from  the  east  and  north- 
east. Trout  anglers  have  again  been  out  on  the 
lower  lengths  ot  the  Greet  and  Lower  Beck,  and 
have  succeeded  in  picking  up  a  few  nice  fish  in  the 
holes  and  lay-byes  adjoining  the  banks.  Members 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society  are  also  said 
to  have  creeled  sundry  fish  on  the  Shardlow  waters 
of  the  Trent,  which  continues  to  run  in  extra- 
ordinary low  volume.  Barbel,  chub,  and  roaoh  are 
now  thick  on  the  breeding  grounds,  and  hotter 
weather  than  that  experienced  since  Monday  would 
soon  bring  them  on  to  the  "  scours  "  for  the  purpose 
of  recuperating.  The  river  seems  abundantly  stocked 
in  all  directions,  and  the  ensuing  season  ought  to 
be  above  the  average  in  the  matter  of  sport. 
Unfortunately  for  bottom  fishing  prospects  the 
weed  is  growing  and  extending  rapidly.  The  new 
railway  travelling  cards  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
members  of  clubs  in  a  day  or  two.  Just  whilst 
closing  my  report  rain  set  in  and  it  threatened  to 
continue. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Rain  !  glorious  rain  !  we  have  had  two  days  of 
it ;  unfortunately,  a  strong  north-east_wind  is  blow- 


ing, and  it, is  bitterly  cold,  overcoats  a  necessity, 
but  the  rain  was  much  wanted,  the  rivers  and  brooks 
were  very  low  and  clear,  and  aport  among  ths  trout 
much  below  the  average.  With  more  genial  weather 
a  great  numb3r  of  rods  will  be  out  next  week ; 
many  have  arranged  to  go  far  afield  after  the 
speckled  ones,  the  Herefordshire  and  Welsh  streams 
will  have  much  pitronage,  and  I  trust  the  weather 
will  prove  Sitisfactory.  The  Worcester  City,  St. 
John  s.  Fountain  and  other  clubs  have  had  mf^etings, 
and  completed  their  arrangements  for  the  Whitsun- 
week  and  their  competitions  for  the  coming  season, 
the  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season  on  June  16 
being  anxiously  looked  forward  to.  The  twaite 
fisliing  has  not  yielded  so  much  sport  as  in  the  last  few 
years ;  those  caught  have  excelled  in  size,  but  there 
has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  numbers,  and  during 
the  last  few  days"harclly  a  fish  has  been  taken,  the 
season  being  a  very  sh  )rt  one.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  quiet  this  week — neither  fly,  maggot, 
nor  worm  would  tempt  them.  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Knight  and  Robinson  and  Barker  have  had 
good  sport  in  private  water,  among  them  some 
rainbows  that  were  far  from  being  in  condition. 
There  has  been  but  a  poor  show  of  the  May 
Fly  as  yet  ;  but  there  were  a  lot  of  other  fUea 
on  the  water  on  June  2  and  3,  and  the  fish 
busy  after  them  in  the  evenings,  particular  attention 
being  given  to  the  Yellow  Dun,  which  were  out 
strong.  A  new  club,  the  Barbourne  Jnn  Club,  has 
been  admitted  into  the  District  Association  and 
also  into  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  is 
likely  to  become  a  strong  body. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking,  sport  has  shown  little  or  no 
improvement  in  any  department  anywhere  since 
last  notes.  Rain  is  badly  needed,  and  until  it  falls 
no  decent  sport  can  be  expected  even  at  the  most 
favoured  rivers.  Lake  fishing  has  furnished  fair 
sport  occasionally,  but  rain  is  also  wanted  to 
freshen  the  lakes  up  and  make  the  fish  less  sluggish 
and  sulky.  At  time  of  writing  a  change  to  rain  is 
apparently  coming  on.  If  the  rain  falls,  and  is 
general,  much  improvement  should  be  exhibited  all 
round.  Sea  angling,  too,  has  been  generally  back- 
ward owing  to  bright  and  sultry  weather,  but  in 
the  late  evenings  some  fair  takes  were  occasionally 
had  on  the  western  coast,  the  fish  principally 
consisting  of  pollack  and  gurnard. 


Wotcs  from  t^c  Wott^, 


A  WEEK  of  thundery  weather  has  not  been  con- 
ducive to  the  best  being  made  of  the  chances  of 
sport  agoing.  The  waters  have  been  in  first-class 
ply,  and  especially  for  brown  trout  and  the  chances 
OL  a  grilse. 


Few  sportsmen  passing  through  Aberdeen,  from 
His  Majesty  the  King  downwa  ds,  but  what  have 
made  the  acqudintance  of  Mr.  Wm.  Rintoul,  of  the 
N.B.  Railway.  They  will  find  his  cheery  smile  in 
future  at  the  Waverley  Station,  Edinburgh,  to 
which  he  has  been  deservedly  promoted. 

Dr.  Farquharson,  M.P.,  is  retiring  from  Parlia- 
ment. He  owns  the  mjtt  of  Feugbside — Dee's 
first  and  best  tributary  on  the  lower  reaciies — and  is 
most  liberal  to  all  anglers  calling  on  his  ever  open 
generosity  for  a  day's  fishing. 


Anglers  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  most  other  salmon 
rivers  have  had  a  very  erratic  time  of  it.  On  some 
stretches  records  have  been  made,  such  as  the 
Cairnton  Dee  water;  but  on  others,  and  the 
majority  it  is  sad  to  say,  quite  an  indifferent  spring 
has  been  had.    Poor  sport,  indeed  '. 


There  has  been  a  secondary  and  much  more 
prolific  rise  of  fly  since  the  aivent  of  June  on  the 
Don,  Ythan,  LTgie,  and  Deveron  ;  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, splendid  evening  sport  is  being  got  all 
round — the  heavier  trouc  coming  freely  to  the 
earlier  spring  lures. 


The  Hare's  Ear,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Quill,  and  Professor  (wasp)  have  been  the 
favourite  lures,  Nos.  11,  12,  and  13  during  the  day, 
and  9,  10,  and  11  (Limerick)  for  evening  work. 

Some  heavy  autumn  fish  of  upwards  of  301b.  are 
already  being  exposed  on  the  slabs  of  the  Aberdeen 
Market.  They  are  chiefly  males,  attracted  no  doubt 
by  the  grilse. 


The  prices  for  early  grilse  fell  last  week  as  much 
as  Is.  per  pound.  When  the  Paris  market  closes 
the  demand  for  grilse  drops.  Pans  consumes  an 
immense  amount  of  Scotch  fish  in  the  form  of 
grilse  and  sea-trout.  Special  ScorcH. 
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"  Does  your  cucumber  taste  bitter  ?  Let  it  alone. 
Are  there  brambles  in  your  way  ?  Avoid  them  then. 
Thus  far  you  are  well.  But,  then,  do  not  ask  what 
does  the  world  with  such  things  as  these,  for  a  natural 
philosopher  would  laugh  at  you.  This  expostulation 
is  just  as  wise  as  it  would  be  to  find  fault  with  a 
carpenter  for  having  saw-dust,  or  a  tailor  shreds  in 
his  shop.  They  know  where  to  bestow  them,  though 
you  do  not." — Maecus  Aueelius. 


La  Semaine. 
Our  Killarney  correspondent  writes: — "Anglers 
are  anxiously  awaiting  rain,  which  sometimes 
appears  near  but  does  not  fall."  We  are  now 
entertaining  the  King  of  Spain.  Ask  him  what  he 
thinks  about  the  rain.  Dear,  lovely  Killarney! 
Why  didn't  you  send  to  Fleet-street  ?  You  could 
have  had  rain  night  and  day.  From  Monday 
morning  till  Thursday  morning.  Never  mind,  your 
turn  will  come.  Alfonso  bears  it  with  becoming 
equanimity,  and  remarked  that  they  do  just  the 
same  in  Spain  as  we  do — let  it  rain. 

•  *  *  •  « 

My  good  fiiend,  Mr.  T.  Acton  Shaw,  of  the 
Highbury  A.  S.,  in  his  lecture,  ^which  appears  on 
p.  401,  "On  Roach  Fishing,"  passes  over  the 
question  of  tackle.  Very  well ;  so  will  I.  A  glance 
— only  a  glance — at  the  advertisements  in  the 
Fi»hinq  Gazette  will  show  where  and  at  what  pr  ice 
"  Tackle  "  may  be  procured.  But  there  is  another 
essential  to  successful  fishing,  and  that  is  bait. 
Gentles,  wasp  grubs,  worms  are  not  only  useful,  but 
absolutely  necessary  when  we  go  a-fishing, 

•  »  *  *  » 

One  of  the  most  effective  baits  I  have  used  for 
very  many  years  is  paste.  It  can  be  made  from 
bread,  arrowroot  biscuits,  dough,  etc.  On  the 
Norfolk  Broads  and  slow-running  rivers,  paste  is 
responsible  for  good  fish  and  plenty  of  them.  I 
never  tire  in  giving  "tips"  to  anglers,  but  I  think 
there  are  very  few  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
who  have  not  ui^ed 

King's  Natueal  (Paste)  Bait. 
It  has  a  delightful  aroma — even  the  fish  like  it ! 
When  you  have  made  your  paste  sprinkle  some  of 
the  white  or  pink  bait  into  the  paste  and  see  how 
beautifully  it  will  cause  it  to  "  stick  "  on  the  hook. 
To  be  had  of  all  respectable  tackle  dealers  (and 
others).  For  price,  see  advt.  on  page  viii. 
Another  tip  :  Use  "  Ceroleum "  for  dressing  your 
lines.  It  is  economical  and  very  effective.  Try  it, 
as  I  have  done  for  many  years. 


The  following  cutting  is  from  the  Inverness 
Courier  of  June  2: — "Run  of  Ness  Salmon. — On 
Wednesday  evening  Waterloo  Bridge,  over  the  Ness, 
was  lined  with  people  witnessing  a  r»in  of  salmon  up 
the  river.  Some  years  ago  the  ford  opposite  the 
Tannery  was  regularly  watched  for  fish,  and  the 
nets  of  the  Friar  Shott  captured  all,  or  nearly  all, 
of  them.  The  run  of  this  week  should  augur  well 
for  the  coming  season  on  Loch  Ness." 


The  "  Briny"  Anglers'  Association  announce  the 
result  of  the  Littlehampton  Sea  Competition  on 
June  4.  There  were  400  competitors,  and  the 
affair  passed  off  very  satisfactorily.  The  first  six 
successful  competitors  were  Messrs.  Snelgrove, 
Smith,  Over,  0.  J.  Markwick,  Laty,  and  J.  Porter. 


Angling  in  the  Crystal  Palace  waters  commences 
on  June  16.  They  are  stocked  with  jack,  carp, 
bream,  roach,  perch,  tench,  and  gudgeon,  and  may 
be  fished  by  anyone  purchasing  an  angling  ticket  at 
the  boat-house.  Lower  Lake,  the  charge,  not  in- 
cluding admission  to  the  Palace  groimds,  being  Is. 
a  day,  or  £  1  Is.  the  season.  The  waters  available 
for  fishing  are  the  boating  lake,  the  duck  pond,  and 
the  intermediate  lake,  in  all  about  twelve  acres  of 
water. 


A  ManchesteE  friend  writes  as  follows  : — "  Dear 
Drag, — Your  flight  into  arithmetic  is  interesting, 
but  the  '  G.  J.  K.'  is  speaking  off  his  ledger.  Six 
nines  can  be  beaten  by  three  more.  Take  12,345,679 
and  multiply  by  9,  lesult,  nine  ones  (111,111,111); 
multiply  by  18  and  the  result  is  nine  twos 
(222,222,222);  finally,  12,345,679  multiplied  by  81 
gives  999,999,999."    [We  are  up  to  the  9's  now  !|j 


Me.  Baebee  asks  me  to  remind  anglers  that  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will  hold  the  adjourned 
meeting  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute  on  June  23  at 
9  p.m. 


The  appalling  annihilation  of  the  Russian  Fleet 
has  aroused  extraordinary  interest  ia  the  perfect 
models  of  the  Japanese  warships  exhibited  at  the 
Naval,  Shipping,  and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Earl's 
Court,  by  the  English  firms  that  built  the  battle- 
ships, cruisers,  and  torpedo-boats  responsible  for 
Rodjestvensky's  downfall.  Since  the  eventful  news 
arrived,  the  Queen's  Palace  and  Ducal  Hall  have 
had  large  numbers  of  visitors  to  see  these  beautiful 
miniature  replicas.  Among  others  displayed  are 
the  battleships  Asahi,  by  John  Brown  and  Co , 
Clydebank,  and  the  Shikishima,  by  the  Thames 
Iron  Works  and  Shipbuilding  Co. ;  torpedo-boats 
and  torpedo-boat  destroyers  by  Yarrow  and  Co., 
and  the  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Shirakumo,  by  J.  J. 
Thornycroft  and  Co. ;  and  the  battleships  Hatsuse 
and  Tatsuta,  by  Sir  W.  G.  Armstrong,  Whitworth 
and  Co, 


I  WAS  prevented  from  being  present  at  the 
Saracen's  Head,  Snow-hill,  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  when  the  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  was  held.  That  it  was  a  great  success 
will  be  seen  from  Secretary  Woodruff's  report  on 
page  402.  I  regret  my  absence,  as  in  addition  to 
all  the  ilite  of  the  A.  A.  I  should  have  seen  the 
delegates  of  the  associations  who  had  attended 
the  Conference  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers  earlier  in  the  day,  a  report  of  which  will 


Mb.  Philip  Geeit,  ^ 

(President  of  the  Anglers'  Association.) 


probably  appear  next  week.  In  addition  to  the 
presentation  of  the  A.  A.  Challenge  Shield  to  the 
Dalston  A.  S.,  the  president  and  vice-president 
were  each  the  recipients  of  a  really  splendid  silver 
casket,  containing  an  illuminated  address,  on  which 
was  inscribed  the  names  of  the  societies  contributing 


Me.       H.  Beckett*  " 

(Vice-president  of  the  Anglers'  Association.) 

to  the  presentation.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to 
know  that  for  many  years  the  two  gentlemen  whose 
portraits  are  here  reproduced  have  worked  hard  in 
the  interests  of  the  members,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  they  will  strive  to  act  in  the  future  as 
they  have  done  in  the  past* 


Theee  was  a  little  man  and  he  had  a 
little  rod. 

And  a  line  and  a  ledger  lead. 
And  he  said  it  was  his  wish 
To  pull  out  a  mighty  fish. 

But  he  got  pulled  in  instead.  — R.  S. 


Many  a  man  has  made  a  fortune  by  working  in 
the  time  he  might  have  spent  in  worrying  about  his 
prospects  or  regretting  his  mistakes.— i/xcAan^e. 


A  sixty-ton  vessel,  with  twelve  men,  can  earn 
on  an  average  £440  in  a  season  at  cod  fishing. 


The  Bristol  and  Bath  papers  literally  brist-Ie 
with  angling  news.  "  The  Gentle,"  who  is  respons- 
ible for  the  racy  pars  in  the  Bristol  Evening  News, 
gives  the  following :—"  With  a  view  to  further 
popularising  the  art  of  angling  I  would  like  to 
suggest  a  little  scheme,  which  is  that  a  competi- 
tion, much  on  the  lines  of  the  Association  Football 
Cup  competition,  be  inaugurated.  The  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  whose  headquarters  are  at 
Birmingham,  and  of  which  there  are  branches  in 
many  of  the  provinces,  might  be  induced  to  offer  a 
silver  cup  for  which  members  of  all  affiliated  clubs 
be  invited  to  compete.  The  competition  might  be 
worked  out  in  preliminary  rounds,  rounds  proper, 
a  semi-final,  and  a  final,  and  to  save  competing 
members  as  much  expense  as  possible  in  the  way 
of  travelling,  let  the  clubs  in  each  provincial  town 
fight  out  the  preliminary  rounds  among  themselves. 
Take  Bristol  for  instance — there  are  here  several 
affiliated  clubs;  let  the  committee  of  each  club 
appoint,  say,  half  a  dozen  members  to  compete 
against  each  other  on  a  given  day  in  some  local 
water.  Take  the  aggregate  weight  of  the  catch  of 
each  club,  and  the  required  number  of  clubs  to 
rneet  clubs  of  some  other  provincial  town,  where 
similar  prehminary  contests  have  taken  place, 
could  then  be  decided  upon,  and  the  contest 
could  then  go  on  to  the  final,  the  winning 
club  to  retain  the  cun  for  one  season,  and 
medals  might  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the 
successful  club,  either  by  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  or  by  the  club  itself.  I  merely  throw 
this  out  as  a  suggestion.  If  the  suggestion  be  a 
good  and  workable  one,  perhaps  some  of  the  local 
clubs  will  take  the  matter  up  and  bring  it  before 
the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  I  am  aware 
that  a  contest  is  already  held  which  is  open  to 
members  of  all  affiliated  associations,  but  my  idea 
is  to  make  it  a  national  inter  club  competition.  I 
invite  representative  local  anglers  to  send  me  their 
views  on  the  matter." 

***** 
There  is  yet  another  "gentle"  angler,  yclept 
"Spirning  Minnow,"  whose  "Angling  Notes"  in 
the  Bath  Herald  are  always  read  witii  avidity  by 
others  than  "Dragnet."  He  "dug  up"  or  "dis- 
interred "  a  poem  from  an  old  scrap-book  (which  I 
also  have  in  my  possession),  which  I  gladly  reprint. 
It  is  entitled — 

An  Angler's  Haunt. 
Deep  in  fair  Devon's  heart  it  lies. 

Beside  a  rippling,  brambled  stream 
Once  mirrored  in  my  waking  eyes. 

It  comes  to  me  again  in  dream. 
A  quiet  comer,  green  and  cool. 

Beneath  a  hedge  of  tangled  bloom; 
The  swirl  of  a  romantic  pool. 

Where  alders  weave  a  tender  gloom. 

Behind  a  lovely  azure  maze. 

Fair  bluebell  squadrons  guard  the  wold. 
Beyond  them  on  the  raptured  gaze 

The  rough  gorse  flashes  back  its  gold. 
Birds  dimly  seen  amid  the  screen 

Of  lisping  leaves  that  dance  above. 
While  arrowy  sunbeams  slide  betweea  ' 

To  kiss  the  summer  flowers  they  love. 

In  the  grey  hush  of  dawn,  while  still 

Rich  June  advances  to  her  prime. 
Only  the  music  of  the  rill 

Will  break  the  silence  of  the  time. 
At  drowsy  noon  the  trout  will  swim 

Unseen  in  watery  glooms  beneath. 
And  draw  below  the  dimpled  brim 

The  gaudy  insects  to  their  death. 

This  picture  ever  hangs  for  me 

In  memory's  halls,  serenely  fair; 
Untarnished  is  the  gold  I  see. 

The  bluebells  bloom  for  ever  there. 
In  a  charmed  slumber  seems  to  lie 

This  sylvan  haunt  where  none  intrude. 
Screened  from  the  burning  summer  sky — 

A  deep  unbroken  solitude ! 


Fathee  :  "  But  do  you  think  you  can  make  my 
daughter  happy  ?  "  Suitor  :  "  Happy  !  Say,  you 
should  just  have  seen  her  when  I  proposed !  " — 
Brooklyn  Life. 


Just  as  we  were  going  to  press,  Mr.  Mugford,  the 
treasurer  of  the  Bostonian  A.  S.,  brought  for  our 
inspection  a  small  plaice,  labelled,  "D.a.  05,  1S7L" 
Mr.  Joe  White  (a  member)  purchased  it  among 
others  at  a  fishmonger's  shop  in  Queen's-crescent, 
Morden-road,  North  London.  The  trunk,  or  case, 
or  box,  which  had  been  sent  from  Billingsgate  was 
labelled,  "  Klondyke,  S.F.,  37."  Mr.  Mugford  has 
taken  it  to  Mr.  Boulenger,  of  the  Natural,  History 
Museum,  so  perhaps  we  may  hear  more  of  this 
spotted  as  well  as  "marked  "  plaice.  Deagnet. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  an- 
nounce special  excursions  on  Saturday,  June  10, 
to  Blackpool,  Carlisle,  English  Lake  District, 
Fleetwood,  Furness  Line  Stations,  Isle  of  Man, 
Lancaster,  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Districts, 
Maryport,  Morecambe,  Principal  Stations  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire.  On  Saturday,  June  10,  to 
Birkenhead,  Buxton  District,  Birmingham  District, 
Cambrian  Line  Stations,  Chester,  Northampton, 
North,  South,  and  Central  Wales,  North  Staffordshire 
Stations.  On  Friday,  June  9,  for  8  and  17  days,  to 
Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dunkeld,  Elgin, 
Inverness,  and  other  Stations  in  the  North  of 
Scotland.  On  Monday,  June  12,*  to  Birmingham 
District,  Northampton,  Rugby.  On  Wednesday, 
June  14,  and  Thursday,  June  15,*  to  Manchester, 
for  Whitsuntide  Races.  On  every  Saturday,  until 
further  notice,*  to  Bedford,  Bicester,  Bletcliley, 
Blisworth,  Brackley,  Buckingham,  Dunstable, 
Leighton,  Rugby,  Tring,  Woburn  Sands,  and  Wol- 
verhampton, returning  same  day  or  following 
Sunday  or  Monday.  To  Newport  Pagnell,  return- 
ing same  day  or  following  Monday.  Clieap  week- 
end tickets  will  be  issued  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
June  9  and  10,  to  Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  Carlisle, 
Church  Stretton,  Grange,  Lancaster,  Leamington, 
Llandrindod,  lilanwrtyd,  Llangamraarch,  Malvern, 
Morecambe,  North  Wales,  Stratford- on- Avon,  Win- 
dermere, Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Greenock, 
Inverness,  Montrose,  Oban,  Perth,  Stirling,  and 
many  other  places,  available  for  return  on  following 
Sunday  (where  train  service  permits),  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday.  Special  trains  will  be  run 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  service.  The  ordinary 
and  tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers.  Tickets  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Stations  and  al^o  at  the  Town  Offices  and 
Agencies  of  the  London  and  North- Western  Rail- 
way Company.  The  "  Enquiry  Office  "  at  Euston 
is  open  throughout  the  day.  All  information  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Dent,  L.  &  N.W.  Ry., 

*  No  bookings  from  Woolwich  or  Greenwich  by 
these  trips. 


Broad-street  Station;  Mr.  H.  A.  Walker,  District 
Superintendent,  Euston  Station;  or  of  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston 
Station,  London,  N.W. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  London  and  South- Western  Railway  announce 
excursions  from  London  (Waterloo)  and  certain 
suburban  stations;  li-day  tickets  to  Paris,  issued 
on  June  10.  Return  fares,  1st  class,  .393.  3d. ;  2nd 
class,  308.  3d. ;  3rd  class,  26s.  To  Cherbourg,  on 
June  10.  Fare,  23s.  6d.  To  Havre,  on  June  10. 
Also  to  St.  Malo,  on  June  10.  Fares,  24s.  6d.  On 
Saturday,  June  10,  to  Exeter,  Exmouth,  Oltehamp- 
ton,  Bude,  Camelford,  Launceston,  Wadebridge, 
Padstow,  Bodmin,  Newquay,  North  Tawton,  Tavi- 
stock, Devonport,  Plymouth,  Bideford,  Torrington, 
Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Barnstaple,  Crediton,  etc. 
Return  June  12,  16,  17,  19,  23,  or  26.  Oil  Saturday, 
June  10,  to  Weymouth,  Portland,  Dorchester,  Wim- 
borne,  Swanage,  Andover,  Stockbridge,  Amesbury, 
Downton,  Fordingbridge,  Salisbury,  Sherborne, 
Yeovil,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis,  Chard,  Budleigh 
Salterton,  Sidmouth,  Crewkerne,  Burnham,  Shep- 
ton  Mallet,  Wells,  Radstock,  Bath,  Swindon, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Marlborough,  etc., 
for  3,  8,  U,  15,  or  18  days.  To  Southampton  W., 
Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst  Road,  Christchurch, 
Bournemouth,  etc.,  for  4,  6,  11,  or  13  days.  To 
Lymington,  Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Poole,  Park- 
stone,  etc.,  for  4  or  11  days.  On  Whit  Sunday  (for 
1  or  2  days)  and  on  Whit  Monday  (day  trips)  to 
Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Lyndhurst  Road, 
Brockenhurst,  Southampton,  Haslemere,  Midhurst, 
Petersfield,  Portsmouth,  Havant,  Isle  of  Wight, 
etc.  Also  day  trips  to  Aldershot,  Faraham,  etc. 
On  Whit  Monday  to  Weymouth,  Dorchester, 
Swanage,  Wimborne,  for  1,  5,  8,  12,  or  15  days. 
Day  trips  to  Lymington,  Salisbury,  Romsey,  East 
Southsea,  Winchester,  Bas'ngstoke,  Gospoit, 
Guildford,  etc.  For  full  particulars  of  the  above, 
also  Excursions  to  Windsor  and  Eton,  Staines, 
Virginia  Water,  Reading,  Teddington  (for  Bushey 
Park),  Kingston,  Surbiton,  Hampton  Court, 
Oxshott,  Cobham,  Epsom,  Ashtead,  Leatherhead, 
etc.,  and  additional  and  altered  trains  during  the 
holidays  see  programmes,  etc.,  obtainable  at  the 
company's  London  offices  and  stations,  or  from  Mr. 


Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo 
Station,  S.E-. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris, 
via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p  m.  on  .June  11,  and 
by  trains  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  .June  10.  They  will  also  be 
issued  by  the  night  mail  service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9  p.m.,  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m., 
on  June  10  and  11,  via  Dover  and  Calais.  Re- 
turning from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or 
8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any  day  within  14  days.  A 
cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Charing 
Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  June  10,  and 
Sunday,  June  11,  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m. 
on  Whit  Monday.  Cheap  return  tickets,  available 
for  8  days,  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from 
June  10  to  June  12,  inclusive,  available  by  the 
10  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services.  The  Casino  at 
Boulogne  will  be  open.  Similar  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to  Calais  by  the  9  a.m.  and  9  p.m.  ser- 
vices. On  Whit  Sunday  special  day  excursions 
will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets 
to  Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend 
routes  will  be  issued  from  June  10  to  June  12, 
inclusive,  available  for  8  days.  Special  cheap  8-day 
return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  Scheve- 
ningen,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  via  Queenboro' 
and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  June  10  to 
June  12,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn 
at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  7-day  excursion  tickets  to 
Liege  (for  the  exhibition),  vii  Calais  and  via 
Ostend,  will  be  issued  daily.  Ciieap  8-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  is-sued  from  June  10  to 
June  12,  inclusive.  During  the  holidays  the  Con- 
tinental services  will  run  as  usual.  A  special 
e.xprefs  train  (1st,  2nd,  and  3"d  class)  will  leave 
Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at 
Herne  Hill,  on  June  9,  in  connection  with  the  Calais 
and  Ostend  night  steamers.  The  home  arrange- 
ments are  as  follows: — Ciieap  return  tickets  to 
Ashford,  Bexhill,  Birchiogton,  Broadstairs,  Canter- 
bury, Deal,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Hastings,  Herne 
Bay,  Hythe,  Littlestone,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  St. 
Leonards,  Sandgate,  Sandling  Junction,  Sandwich, 
Shorncliffe,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  Westgate, 
and  Whitstabla  will  be  issued  from  London  by  all 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ABINGDON,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 

ADDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d, 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Amberley  (Arun),  F,  Susse.x,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23i  ;  2a.  3d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  48.  2d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  43.  9d. 

Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHDRST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

AuDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  64d. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 

Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  53.  6d. 

Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4{d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  58. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  23.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 

Billericay  (Chelraer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  23. 

BlLLlNQHURST  (Aruu),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  43.  8d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33 ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9{d. 

Blbtohley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46}  ;  4s.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  53.  3d. 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  53.  2d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61t ;  5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i  ;  3s. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  33.  lOd. 

Brandon  (Little  Ou.se),  A,  Suffolk,  86i  ;  7s.  31d. 

Braughing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30t ;  2s.  71d. 

Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  23. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  174  ;  Is.  6d. 

Buntingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lld. 

Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  43.  6id. 

Burnham-on-Crouch,  A,  Essex,  39 ;  Ss.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77} ;  63.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A.  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  llfd. 

Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedinqham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  561 ; 
4s.  Hid. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s 
Ohappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50}  ;  43.  2id. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22}  ;  23.  4d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chiowell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
Cobham  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4id. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57}  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  23.  lOd. 
C'OWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3a. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


D. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddingtou).  F. 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  Kew  Cross).  I. 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Paneras). 

North- Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 


CranbhooK  (Medway),  C,  48 ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CulhaM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
DatchET  (Thames).  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  23.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DoWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  73.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  ed. 
Edenbridqe  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  Oid. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i  ;  5s.  Hid 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5id. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
I'ambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  33.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
Goudhurst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  10}d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendbn  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76};  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  23.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  la.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlinqton  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  l{d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  6d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42 ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  Peverel  (Chelmer),  A, Es3ex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4a. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  63.  lOJd. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  43. 
HoKSiKD  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  93.  6d. 
HUNTINGDON  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  63.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irchester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanoley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langford   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3}d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
Langlky  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2a. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40} ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  53.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  23.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  JIklford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2}d. 
Loughton  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  53.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardooks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhurst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61  ;  63. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76} ;  6s.  4}d. 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  53.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Esse.x,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lOs. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  5s.  lOd. 
OnGar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  Hid. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31}  ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
PON    :RS  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
POT'i'ERS  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pdlborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge  s  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
RADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radlev,  B,  Berks,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
READING  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
RED  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  23. 
RlCKMAt^swoKTH  (Colne)  H  I,  Herts,  22}  ;  la.  9d. 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}   la.  9d. 


RuDQWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20} ;  is.  9d. 
St.  NEOTS  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  53.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridge worth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  23.  3}d. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  33.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  53. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  43.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Tliames),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lld. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19} ;  23. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  33.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58} ;  4s.  Hid. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16i  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Tliames),  B,  Bucks,  22} ;  23.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  4s.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49i ;  53.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Esse-X,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
ToNBRlDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  33.  3d. 
Trino  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  33.  4d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Tliames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  23. 6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (I«a),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Tliames),  D,  Surrey,  17 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lld. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  33.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  53.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  43. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  iliddlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  JIill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
Wickford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  23.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  23.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  33.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}; 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  21}  ; 
23.  3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  Ha. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Wye  (Stour),  C,  60}  ;  6s. 
Yaldinq  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
Yar:iiodih  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 
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LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROGK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Boom.  Golf 
Links.  Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Kainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Bail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Maofadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

iu  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country  ; 
Scenery  ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf  ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  ajid  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant, nobilityand  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MUBTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor. 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANNBROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address.  MANAGERESS. 


ALTNACEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Perox  Fish- 
ing in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months,  May, 
June,  .July.  Clood  health  resort,  with  moimtain 
and  sea  air.  Kail  to  Lairg,  tlience  coach  to 
Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

IT   CKOES,  ANGLESEY. 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  iu  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3d.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,  T.J.  COTTRELL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  PES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

PHvaie  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 


Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 

-]  AND  SPA, 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland. 

Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Locli  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  BE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEY ARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

10  LET  for  Fortnight.    Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  HuELEY,  "Abbey  Vie.w,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel, 

ARDARA, 

CO.  DONEGAL, 


The  above  Hotel  commands  a  charming 
view,  overlooking  Loughros  More  Bay, 
and  midway  between  Slieve  Leauge  and 
Errigal.  First-class  TROUT  PISHING 
on  three  rivers  and  about  fifteen  lakes, 
free  to  visitors ;  also  the  SALMON 
FISHING  on  the  renowned  "  Owenea 
River "  at  5s.  per  day.  Golf  Links 
convenient.  Billiards.  Terms  moderate. 
Apply,  Peopriktob. 


'And  hern  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  aiid  there  a  grayling.' 


TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAlSr  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Graylings 

Fishingon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


WILD-BAD  (Black  Forest) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING. 


HOTEL  DE  RUSSIE. 

Comfortable.    Moderate  Terms. 
Special  attention  paid  to  Anglers, 
Write  for  Prospectus. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  i^glSJ: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


iMiuNriCH:. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Class.       Ctioicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5.s-.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.' — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Loch  Rannoch  Hotel. 

MEDUCEI)  BATES  DUBING 
WHITS  UN  TIDE. 


FREE  FISHING. 


Telegrams:  "  Gow,  Kinloch  Rannoch." 


LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

TO  BE  LET,  FURNISHED, 
THE    LODGE,    DEMASERE.  One 
Sitting  Room,  three  Bedrooms,  Kitchen, 
Larder,  and  Boat. — Apply,  Rev.  E.  F. 
Campbell,  Killyman,  Moy,  Co.  Tyrone. 


FISHING  AND  SHOOTING 

TO  I^ET. 


The  fishing  consists  of  Five  miles  of  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  in  the  river  Lime,  and  excel- 
lent Trout  Fishing  in  a  new  large  Lake,  which 
has  been  stocked  with  over  8,000  Rainbows,  be- 
sides Brown  Trout,  all  averaging  about  2  lljs. 
The  number  of  Rods  will  be  limited,  but  appli- 
cations for  single  Rods  will  be  entertained. 
Also  two  or  three  Guns  in  an  excellent  mixed 
Shooting  of  about  7,000  acres,  including  Grouse 
Moor,  and  500  acres  Rabbit  Warren.  The  above 
are  situate  near  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  and  within 
easy  access  of  all  parts  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca- 
shire. Good  accommodation  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
and  at  the  Farm  Houses  on  the  Estate. — Apply 
to  C.  W.  WILSON,  Rymaden  Park,  Kirkby 
Lonsdale. 


APARTMENTS  TO  LET 

At  Farm  House  (new)  on  the 

BANKS   OP  THE  RIVER  DOVEY, 

NORTH  WALES, 
Viz.,  large  Dining  and  Sitting  Rooms, 
three  or  four  Bedrooms.  Hot  and  Cold 
Bathroom,  &o. ;  with  Mixed  Shooting ; 
every  Home  Comfort,  and  Attendance. — 
Apply,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Dolfonddu,  Cemmes, 
Montgomery,  Wales, 


Read.  Tliia. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIBS 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  mriiite  Sous, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Disthif/ii  i.thed  Poitroiiage. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams:  " Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book, 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING 

(Good)  on  RIVER  AWE  by  day  or  week. 
Apply,  ERASER, 

LOCH   AWE  HOTEL, 

Loch  Awe,  Argyllshire. 


PRIVATE     FISHING  IN 
THE  RIVER  COLNE. 


TO  BE  LET— Close  to  Wraysbury  Station. 

Splendid  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of 
the  Best  Reaches  in  this  excellent  river* 


Apply— P.  &  G.  GEEN, 
57,  Waterloo  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Now  Ready.  3s.6d.net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  AROUND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLICHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
"  Fishing  and  Travel  in  Spain  "  (5/-  net). 

Weslminater  Gazette.— "  The  author  deals  with  the 
Derbyshire  Streams  in  a  th  iroughly  practical  fashion, 
providinis  just  the  kind  of  information  fishermen  mostly 
need." 

London  :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Russell  Street. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA, 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping:  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELL.4TLV  i  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall : 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  :H,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludffate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


A  FINE  LARGE  CLUB  ROOM 

OFFEBED 

FREE  FOR  ANGLERS. 

Good  accommodation. 
Apply,  D.  Fbankford,  "Pljing  Horse," 
149,  Mare  Street,  Hackney;  late  of  "  The 
George,"  207,  High  Street,  Shoreditch. 


Worms  and  other  Live  Baits. 

Fresh  daily,  packed  in  moss.  Maidendews, 
brandlings,  small  reds,  mash,  &c.  300,  1*.  6d.  ; 
500,  2s.  ;  1,000,  3.y.  GJ. 

SALIVIOlSr  LOBS, 

Is.  G(i.  per  100.  No  carriage  paid  for  less  than 
300  small  worms.  Terms  cash.  Address,  T. 
H0L3IES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 
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trains  (mail  and  boat  expresses  excepted)  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  June  9  and  10,  available  to  return 
on  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14,  by  any  train  (mail  and 
boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions 
on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  will  be  run 
from  certain  London  stations  to  Ashford,  Betch- 
worth,  Bexhill,  Birehington,  Box  Hill,  Broad-tairs, 
Canterbury,  Caterham,  Deal,  Dorking,  Dover, 
Folkestone,  Gravesend  (for  Rnslierville  Gardens), 
Hastings,  Herne  Bay,  Hythe,  Margate,  Ramsgate, 
Sandgate,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Whitstable,  etc.  On 
Whit  Sunday  a  cheap  afternoon  excursion  will  be 
run  from  London  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay. 
On  Whit  Monday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion 
will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
9.24  a.m.  and  London  Bridge  at  9.30  a.m.  Cheap 
return  tickets  (including  admission)  will  be  issued 
from  London  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level 
station)  on  Whit  Monday.  Full  particulars  of  the 
excursions,  extension  of  time  for  certain  return 
tickets,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc.,  are  given 
in  the  special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
We  notice  that  an  A  B  C  programme  issued  by 
the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  contains  ample 
and  admirable  facilities  tor  those  desirous  of  spend- 
ing the  holiday  at  places  reached  by  their  picturesque 
and  comfortable  route.  Excursions  are  announced 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich, 
and  Metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns 
in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  North-East  and 
North-West  Coast  watering  places,  and  Scotland. 
Special  fast  trains  will  leave  Marylebone  at  12.5 
midnight  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  9  and  10, 
and  several  additional  expresses  will  be  run  at 
convenient  times  on  Saturday,  June  10.  The  in- 
formation has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the  form 
of  an  A  B  C  programme,  giving  the  times  of  start- 
ing, fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any 
stations  (alphabetically  arranged),  which  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  guide  can  be 
obtained,  free,  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any  of 
the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies.  Phoenix- 
like there  has  arisen  on  the  Cleethorpes  Pier,  owned 
by  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company,  a  very 
handsome  new  concert  and  dancing  pavilion  in 
place  of  the  old  one  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new 
;  structure  is  to  be  opened  on  the  Saturday  before 
Whitsuntide,  and  to  mark  the  special  occasion  a 
remarkably  strong  array  of  musical  talent  has  been 
engaged  by  the  company.  Almost  needless  to  say, 
excursions  will  be  run  from  all  parts  at  cheap  fares, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  Cleethorpes  will  enjoy  a 
record  number  of  visitors. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Cheap  excursions  from  London  on  Friday  mid- 
night, June  9,  to  Leicester,  Loughbor.)Ugh,  Not- 
tingham, Derby,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradf  )rd,  War- 
rington, Stockport,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  etc.,  for 
five,  six,  or  eight  days ;  and  to  the  North  of 
England,  Glasgow,  and  Edinburgh,  and  other  parts 
of  Scotland  for  eight  or  seventeen  days.  Saturday, 
June  10,  to  Londonderry,  by  direct  steamer  via 
Heysham  for  sixteen  days ;  to  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough, Nottingham,  Derby,  Sheffield,  Leeds, 
Bradiord,  Warrington,  Stockport,  Manchester,  and 
Liverpool,  for  two,  five,  or  seven  days ;  to  all  pai  ts 
of  the  Midlands,  the  Peak  District  of  Derbyshire, 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  the  Lake  District,  for 
three,  six,  or  eight  days.  Whit  Monday,  June  1 2, 
to  Birmingham,  for  one,  two,  four,  or  five  days ;  to 
Leicester,  Loughborough,  and  Nottingham,  for  half, 
one,  two,  or  three  days  ;  to  Kettering,  Bedford, 
St.  Albans,  Harpenden,  and  Luton  for  one  day. 
On  Whit  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  June  11, 
12,  and  13,  and  each  day  during  June,  day  excur- 
sions to  Southend  and  Westcliffe-on-Sea.  Extension 
of  week-end  tickets. — The  short  date  tickets  issued 
on  June  9  and  10  will  be  available  for  returning  on 
Sunday  (where  train  service  permits),  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14. 
Ordinary  train  service. — On  Saturday,  June  10, 
Bank  Holiday,  June  12,  and  during  Whit  week, 
certain  buoked  trains  will  be  withdrawn,  of  which 
due  notice  will  be  given  by  special  bills  at  the 
stations.  Some  of  the  lunclieoa  and  dining  cars, 
and  ordinary  through  carriages,  which  are  announced 
in  the  time  tables,  will  alsj  be  suspended.  Eaily 
issue  of  tickets. — To  pi  event  inconvenience  and 
crowding,  the  booking  offic^^s  at  St.  Panoras  and 
Moorgate-street  stations  will  be  open  for  the  issue  of 
tickets  all  day  on  FiiJay  and  Saturday,  June  9  and 
10,  and  tickets  tj  all  principal  stations  on  t  ie  Mid- 
land Railway  will  also  be  issued  beforehand  at  any 
of  their  City  booking  offices.  The  tickets  obtained 
at  the=e  offices  will  be  available  from  St.  Pancras 
Station,  and  will  be  issued  at  the  same  fares  as 
charged  at  that  station,  and  dated  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Quickest  and  most  convenient  route  to  all  parts 
of  the  Eastern  Counties.  Tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or 
Tuesday  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Yarmouth, 
Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, 
Cromer,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains  from  Liverpool- 
stieet,  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  at  same 
fares  as  from  Liverpool- street,  also  from  St.  Pancras 
( Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton, 
Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley- 
on-Sea,  and  Cromer.  Cheap  excursions  from 
London.  On  Friday,  June  9,  to  North-Eastern 
Stations  and  Scotland  for  8  and  17  days.  To 
Lincolnshire,  Lancashire,  and  Yorkshire  for  3,  6, 
and  8  days.  To  North-East  Coast  watering  places 
for  4,  8,  11,  and  15  days.  On  Saturday,  June  10, 
to  the  Eastern  Counties,  Cambridge,  Wisbech, 
L5mn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
etc.  Also  the  principal  stations  in  Lincoln- 
shire, Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  North-Eastern 
District  for  3,  6,  and  8  days.  On  Sunday, 
June  11,  to  Hertford  for  1  day,  to  Cambridge 
for  1,  2,  4,  or  7  days.  On  Whit  Monday,  to  Hert- 
ford, 2s.  6d.,  from  Liverpool- street  at  9.29,  10.5 
a.m.,  and  12.50  p.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and 
Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10. 18  a  m.  Cambridge, 
43.  3d.,  Ely,  5s.  6d.,  from  Liverpool- street  at  8.43 
and  11.5  a.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  a.m.  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and 
Cromer,  1  day,  5s.  6d.,  3  and  5  days,  8s.  6d.,  6  or  8 
days,  lis.  6d.,  from  St.  Pancras  (Mid.  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  at  6.15  a.m.,  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  only  from  Liverpool-street  at  6.25  a.m., 
Stratford  6.35  a.m.,  and  Ilford  6.40  a.m.  For  full 
particulars  see  bills. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  "  Great "  Great  Western  Railway  announce 
that  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  Cornish 
Riviera,  Devon,  Somerset,  Dorset,  Channel  Islands, 
Berks,  Bucks,  Wilts,  North  and  South  Wales,  Ire- 
land, the  Midlands,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Shrop- 
shire, Warwick,  Hereford,  etc.  Day  Trips. — Whit 
Sunday :  To  Swindon,  Cirencester,  Stroud,  Glou- 
cester, Cheltenham,  etc.  Whit  Monday :  To  Chip- 
penham, Melksham,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clevedon, 
Western-super-Mare,  Swindon,  Trowbridge,  Frome, 
Yeovil,  Bridoort,  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  Pang- 
bourne,  Wallingford,  Reading,  Newbury,  Hunger- 
ford,  Marlborough,  Devizes,  Oxford,  Leamington, 
Stratford  on-Avon,  etc.  Also  halt-day  trips  to 
Reading.  —  Whit  Monday. —  Paddington,  depart 
8.20  a.m.,  special  non-stop  day  trip  to  Weston- 
super-Mare.'  Return  7.45  p.m.  Fare,  5s.  6d.  Also 
at  higher  fares  for  2,  5,  8,  12,  or  15  days. 
Half-day  trips.  —  Whit  Tuesday.  —  Paddington, 
depart  11.37  a.m.,  express  non-stop  half-day  trip 
to  Weston-super-Mare,  return  7.28  p.m.  Fare, 
4s.  3d.  Also  at  higher  fares  for  4,  7,  11,  or  14 
days.  Whit  Tuesday. — Paddington,  depart  11.55 
a.m.,  to  Banbury,  Leamington,  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon.  Fare,  4s.  Cheap  tickets  to  riverside  stations, 
June  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  Week-end  tickets,  June  9 
and  10,  to  return  June  11,  12,  13,  or  14.  Whit 
Week. — National  Sunday  League  Excursions  to 
Bath,  Bristol,  and  Weston-super-Mare.  For  details 
see  separate  bills.  For  any  further  information, 
application  should  be  made  at  any  of  the  Company's 
Offices  or  Agencies,  or  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Hart, 
Divisional  Superintendent,  Paddington  Station,  W. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C. 

1713.  Fishing  reels.  Patentee:  G.  Forrest,  35, 
The  Square,  Kelso,  Roxburgh.  Reels  or  winches 
for  fishing  rods  are  provided  with  an  adjustable 
brake  or  retarder  to  prevent  the  line  from  running 
out  too  freely.  In  one  form  the  line-carrying  drum 
rotates  within  the  stationary  frame,  and  is  provided 
at  one  end  with  the  usual  ratchet  and  pawl,  and  at 
the  other  end  with  the  braking  arrangement.  This 
consists  of  a  spring  plate,  which  presses  at  its  ends 
upon  the  casing,  and  at  its  centre  upon  a  collar, 
which  is  constrained  to  rotate  with  the  drum  while 
being  free  to  move  longitudinally,  the  letter  motion 
being  effected  by  means  of  a  screw- threaded  rod 
passing  through  the  centre  of  the  boss,  and  having 
a  slotted  head  or  thumb-nut  at  the  end.  By 
rotating  the  rod,  the  pressure  upon  the  spring  can 
be  varied  as  desired,  and  the  braking  action 
influenced  accordingly.  In  another  form  also 
described,  the  ratchet  and  pawl  and  the  braking 
spring  are  arranged  at  the  same  end  of  the  drum. 


Xettets  to  the  EbUor. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


EE  FISHING  IN  ORKNEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Meacher's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  27,  I  fished  for  a 
fortnight  in  August  last  at  Birsay.  August  is  too 
late  for  the  best  of  the  trout  fishing,  but  in  June  and 
.Tuly  I  gathered  it  was  well  worth  the  journey. 
The  fish  in  Birsay  average  almost  1  lb.,  and  are  a 
very  even  lot  of  well-shaped  and  beautifully  marked 
trout. 

From  the  hotel  about  five  or  six  lochs  can  be  fished, 
most  of  them  within  reasonable  walking  distance. 
(See  reduced  ordnance  maps.)  The  gillies,  with  the 
exception  of  one  named  Mowatt.  I  believe,  are  not 
very  intelligent,  being  old  and  inclined  to  take 
things  too  easily.  The  boats  are  rather  poor. 
Hotel  charges,  6s.  per  day,  the  food  plain  but  good, 
and  the  rooms  clean.  The  charge  for  gillie  and 
boat  is,  I  think,  5s.  per  day  ;  I  forget  at  the  moment 
the  exact  figure.  From  Birsay  the  sea  fishing  is  not 
good,  and  I  did  not  fish  Stennis,  or  the  sea  from 
Stromness. 

I  went  vid  Aberdeen  to  Kirkwall,  but  should  never 
do  so  again.  Should  I  go  again  it  would  be  either 
viA  Liverpool  and  Langland's  steamers  or  viA  Thurso. 
From  Kirkwall  to  Birsay  it  is  a  twenty-mile  drive, 
arid  from  Stromness  fifteen. 

The  hotel  at  Dounby,  whence  Loch  Harray  may 
be  comfortably  fished,  is  owned  by  the  same  pro- 
prietor (Spence)  as  the  one  at  Birsay.  There  are 
telegraph  offices  at  both  Dounby  and  Birsay. 

The  best  flies  I  found  were  the  trout  Butcher  and 
Zulu,  with  silver  twist,  in  two  or  three  sizes.  I 
gathered  that  the  trout  fishing  in  Orkney  has  beeix 
steadily  improving  since  the  nets  have  been  stopped. 

Any  further  particulars  that  I  can  give  Mr. 
Meacher,  I  shall  be  glad  to,  or  anyone  else  hkely  to 
go  to  Orkney. — Yours  truly,  Psaras. 

P.S. — In  the  fortnight,  self  and  friend  caught,  all 
on  fly,  seventy-six  trout;  the  other  rods  at  the 
hotel,  however,  did  about  25  to  30  per  cent,  better. 
The  scenery  in  Orkney  is  very  fine,  but  I  should 
not  call  it  grand.  It  is  a  mixture  of  moor,  hill, 
fresh  and  salt  water.  It  would  not  compare,  for 
instance,  with  the  photographs  one  sees  of  the 
Shetland  Islands.  The  air  is  very  fine.  In  my 
letter  I  believe  I  have  overstated  the  cost  of  gillies 
and  boats — it  may  be  only  3s  per  day,  but  I  am  not 
quite  certain.  Tne  voyage  round  by  sea  from  here 
to  Stromness,  about  thirty  six  hours,  is  very  fine  ; 
a  bad  sailor  could  join  the  steamer  at  Oban  and  see 
the  west  coast  scenery  all  the  way  up  through  the 
Kyles  of  Loch  Alsh,  etc.,  about  twenty  hours,  half 
the  time  in  landlocked  waters. 


TROUBLE  WITH  CEMENTED  AQUARTUxM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  S.  J.  Nelson,  moisten 
the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  cement  tank,  introduce 
a  pot  filled  with  lighted  charcoal  sticks  into  the 
tank,  cover  the  tank  well  with  old  sacking  or 
boarding.  The  fumes  from  the  charcoal  will  have 
neutralised  any  free  lime  after  a  couple  of  h  )ur3, 
and  the  aquaiium  may  then  be  filled  with  water. 
Water  will  have  to  be  left  standing  in  the  tank  for 
a  week  without  changing  it ;  fresh  water  may  then 
be  introduced,  and  snails  and  fish  as  required.  Be 
careful  not  to  scrub  the  tank  after  the  first  water 
has  been  introduced  for,  say,  four  to  six  weeks. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffe. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SPAIN. 

Dear  S[r, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
whether  trout  fishing  is  open  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember in  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  whether  the 
close  time  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  country  1 
— Yours  truly.  Traveller. 

[The  "Angler's  Diary"  says: — "The  fly  fisher 
can,  by  moving  his  quarters,  fish  from  March  till 
September,  fishing  Galicia  in  March  and  April ; 
May  and  the  first  half  of  June  in  Santander;  the 
latter  half  of  June,  July,  and  August  in  the  rivers 
and  lakes  of  the  northern  and  mountainous  portion 
of  Asturias."] 


LYNN  SALMON,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
the  article  referred  to  by  Mr.  Patchett  in  your 
issue  of  June  3  was  of  course  partly  compiled  from 
'•  information  received."  Whether  or  not  the 
camera  lens  or  good  report  magnified  the  Lynn 
salmon  of  the  illustration  or  to  what  extent — I  saw 
peal  or  sea-trout  of  the  sizes  stated,  and  others 
further  off  which  might  have  been  over  -J-lb.  in 
weight.  The  history  of  the  Lyndale  Hotel  kelt 
(weight  unknown),  said  to  have  been  captured  in 
the  Lynn,  is  new  to  me.   It  is,  at  any  rate,  more 
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thaa  likely  he  was  a  Lynn  fish  when  he  became  a 
kelt.    Thanking  Mr.  Patchett  for  the  courtesy  of 
his  letter. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 
J une  4. 


SALMON  CAUGHT  OFF  THE  KNOCK  BUOY. 

Dear  Sib, — I  saw  in  the  Evening  Standard  of 
June  3  the  report  of  a  supposed  salmon  having 
been  caught  near  Southend.  It  was  I  who  reported 
the  fish  to  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
and  can  assure  eveiyone  interested  that  there  is  no 
supposition  in  the  matter.  It  was  caught  early  on 
Tuesday  morning  (May  29)  while  dragging  for  white- 
bait a  few  yards  east  of  the  Knock  Buoy  by  Mr.  A. 
Bundock.  I  went  round  to  his  house  to  verify  the 
fish,  and  found  it  to  be  a  grilse  of  exactly  18  inches 
extreme  length.  I  have  now  heard  of  two  similar 
fish  caught  last  week  by  the  whitebaiters  in  the 
same  locality,  one  by  "  Blowie  "  Frost  last  Friday 
(J une  2).— Yours  truly,  Jesse  Birch. 


AN  UNSOLICITED  TESTIMONIAL. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  by  Mr  J 
Gillett,  of  40,  Fetter-lane,  B.C.  :-- 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  am  so  pleased  with  the  Oft. 
whole  cane  trout  rod  that  I  purchased  from  you 
about  a  year  ago  that  I  want  you  to  send  me 
another  like  it,  in  three  joints,  with  two  tops  and 
top  case;  the  handle  to  be  of  cork  and  fairly  thick. 
I  want  the  fittings  and  finish  to  be  as  good  as 
possible.  If  youMock-joints  are  really  good,  please 
put  on  lock-joints  ;  but  my  experience  of  lock- 
joints  is  that  they  wear  loose  after  a  short  time. 

"I  also  want  you  to  Fend  me  a  split  cane  rod, 
without  steel  centre,  9ift.  long,  two  tops  and  top 
case,  cork  handle,  best  fittings  and  finish.  I  want 
the  rods  to  be  as  light  as  is  consistent  with  strength, 
and  above  all,  I  don't  want  them  top  heavy. 

"  I  have  placed  to  your  credit  at  the  General 
Post  Office  £4,  which  should  be  sufficient  to  cover 
cost  of  rods  and  postage.  If  it  is  not  enough  let 
me  know,  and  I  will  send  the  balance  at  once. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  order  by  return 
post,  and  let  me  know  when  I  may  expect  to 
receive  the  rods. — Yours  faithfully, 

"Mullaittivu,  Ceylon,  "R  A   G  F 

"April  11." 


FISHING  NEAR  LUDLOW. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  kindly  give  me  information  of  the  fishing  to 
be  had  in  the  River  Teme  at  Ludlow,  if  any  free 
water,  or  if  preserved  ?  Any  information  regarding 
terms,  etc.,  will  oblige, — Yours  truly,  G.  Austin. 

[I  fear  that  what  free  water  there  is  near  Ludlow 
is  hardly  worth  fishing.  Will  our  Ludlow  reporter 
kindly  reply  to  this  ? — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Novice,"  in 
the  issue  of  May  27,  should  try  Lough  Corrib'  and 
make  his  headquarters  Oughterard.  It  was  simply 
due  to  a  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
I  went  there  last  summer  and  the  summer  before, 
and  no  angler  ever  gave  a  brother  angler  better 
advice  than  d^d  your  correspondent  when  he  recom- 
mended me  there.  If  it  is  only  out  of  gratitude  to 
him  and  your  paper,  I  feel  I  must  give  "  Novice  " 
the  same  advice,  and  feel  sure  if  he  follows  it  he 
will  be  amply  repaid.  I  have  found  Mr.  T.  Pahy 
Naughton,  of  the  Railway  Hotel,  an  excellent  host, 
and  the  terms  are  most  reasonable — if  I  remember 
rightly,  £2  2s.  a  week. — Yours  truly, 

A.  B.  So  OLE. 


FLIES,  MINNOWS,  ETC.,  FOR  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  proposing  to  go  to  Norway 
next  month  for  a  little  trout  fishing,  and  I  shall 
be  very  grateful  of  any  advice  as  to  flies, 
minnows,  etc.,  where  to  go,  and  where  there  is 
any  fiee  fishing,  etc.  I  thought  of  going  to 
Bergen  and  working  my  way  to  Trondhjem,  etc.,  and 
trying  the  fishing  belonging  to  the  hotels.  Would 
you  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  where  you  would 
advise  ?  Apologising  for  troubling  you, — Yours 
^'uly'  J.  R. 


MULLET  IN  FRESH  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — Possibly  many  of  your  readers  do 
not  know  that  the  mullet  is  to  be  found  in  many  of 
the  rivers  in  India,  far  up  country,  and  hundieds 
of  miles  from  the  sea,  small,  from  |lb.  to  1  lb.,  and 
delicious  eating;  the  native  name  for  them  'is  in 
Bengal,  "  Alwari,"  the  "  i"  pronounced  as  "  e."  The 
natives  take  them  with  a  casting  net,  in  throwing 
which  they  are  experts,  gathering  it  on  the  forearm, 
not  as  we  do  on  the  shoulder. 

The  muFlet  move  about  in  hundreds  together, 
clossly  packed,  with  their  noses  level  with  the 
water,  and  constantly  bobbing  up;  and  they  are 


very  wary.  The  fisherman  takes  note  in  which 
direction  they  are  swimming,  then  creeps  up  in  a 
stooping  posture  from  behind,  and  when  within 
casting  distance  stands  erect,  and  with  a  rapid 
twill  his  net  fiies  out  twice,  or  even  three  times,  the 
distance  we  can  throw  it,  and  every  mesh  ex- 
panded to  the  full,  and  as  round  and  flat  as  a 
pancake!  I  used  to  be  a  decent  hand,  but  I  was 
simply  not  in  it  with  one  of  the=e  next  to  naked 
men.— Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Brooke. 

ANGLING  NEAR  CHURCH  STRETTON, 
SHROPSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  Mr.  J. 
Le  Veneur,  requires  really  good  trout  fishing  in  the 
delightful  neighbourhood  of  Church  Stretton,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  him  to  obtain  permission  to 
fish  in  the  private  streams  around  Condover  or 
Craven  Arms,  which  are  well  stocked  with  S.  fario  ; 
but  Whitsuntide  will  hardly  be  a  good  time,  unless 
there  is  a  fair  rainfall  between  now  and  then.  So 
far  as  coarse  fish  are  concerned,  there  are  some  fine 
meres  within  driving  distance  of  Condover  Station, 
but  the  fishery  rights  belong  to  estate  owners,  and 
leave  to  angle  must  be  obtained  either  from  them 
or  from  their  agents. 

The  far-famed  grayling  yielding  Teme  at  Ludlow 
is  but  fifteen  miles  from  Church  Stretton.    There  is 

a  short  stretch  of  public  water  close  to  the  town  

between  the  picturesque  old  bridges.  Some  small 
private  trout  streams  at  Leebotwood  and  Dorring- 
ton  are  worth  fishing  if  the  water  is  right. — Yours 

truly.  CORYDON. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to 
trout  fishing  on  the  Thames  as  near  to  London  as 
possible,  spinning  with  a  minnow  preferred  ?  Also, 
where  can  I  get  permission  to  fish  ?  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

A.  Denham  Cookes 


SOME  FISHING  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Being  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette,  I  would  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  answer  the  following 
questions:  1.  What  is  the  proper  method  of  scour- 
ing worms,  and  how  long  does  it  take  them  ? 
2.  Are  what  we  call  "  blackheads"  the  proper  kind 
to  use  ?  3.  What  is  the  best  kind  of  minnow  to 
use  for  river  fishing  ?  4.  The  proper  way  to  fish 
prawns,  as  although  the  river  here  (about  seven 
miles  below  Newtownstewart)  is  full  of  salmon  from 
the  end  of  June  on,  owing  to  a  large  mill  about  two 
miles  above  here  the  river  rises  and  falls  so  often 
duiing  the  day  it  is  seldom  you  can  get  a  fish  with 
the  fly.  Apologising  for  troubling  you,  I  am,  yours 
truly,  MouRNE. 


SPECIMEN  FISH  AT  EARL'S  COURT. 
Dear  Sir, — On  your  recommendation  I  went  up 
to  London  specially  to  see  the  specimen  fish  at 
Earl's  Court.  They  make  a  brave  show.  I  never 
saw  such  a  fine  collection  before.  No  angler  should 
miss  them.  Fancy,  three  pike  of  401b.  each,  salmon 
of  58 Jib.,  trout  from  291b.  downwards,  roach  nearly 
41b.,  perch  up  to  51b.  loz.,  and  other  fish  equally 
remarkable  !  The  one  drawback,  I  think,  is  that 
the  particulars  of  weight,  capture,  etc.,  are  not 
given  as  clearly  and  fully  as  anglers  would  like. 
For  instance,  there  was  no  label  at  all  on  the  case 
containing  the  161b.  Test  trout  caught  by  Master 
Ashley  last  year,  and  one  had  to  guess  the  identity 
of  that  particular  fish.  That  reminds  me,  by  the 
way,  that  in  all  the  accounts  of  this  fish  I  have 
never  yet  seen  it  stated  what  bait  it  was  caught  by. 
Could  you  inform  me  ?  If  this  information  had 
been  given  on  a  card  attached  to  the  case,  and 
similar  information  given  in  respect  to  a  few  other 
noteworthy  catches,  the  exhibition  would  be  nearly 
perfect  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  visiting  angler. 
Even  as  it  stands,  however,  it  makes  a  sight  worth 
going  a  long  way  to  see. — Yours  truly, 
Lancaster.  Ernest  Phillips. 

FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  to  see  mention 
of  fishing  in  British  Columbia  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(which,  by  the  way,  I  have  taken  for  several  years 
now).  The  fishing  in  the  Thompson  river  is  un- 
doubtedly good  to  anyone  acquainted  with  its 
peculiarities.  I  myself  have  caught  fifteen  trout, 
ranging  from  fib.  to  4|lb.,  in  one  spot  with  fly  and 
grasshopper.  I  have  never  gone  in  for  spinning, 
but  intend  to  try  it  shortly.  I  have  got  my  tent 
down  at  the  river  and  am  camping,  and  I  join  in 
saying  with  Messrs.  Inskipp  Bros,  that  sport  here 
is  hard  to  beat,  and  what  is  more  if  one  can 
manipulate  the  fly  and  hold  a  gun  straight  the 
larder  is  always  full — quite  a  detail  in  camp  life. 
The  other  day  I  had  not  a  fly  left,  so  tied  two  made 


out  of  fluff  off  my  blanket  and  quite  a  bunch  of 
hair  taken  from  my  spaniel.  They  accounted  for 
f/lu  I  have  named  the  fly 

ihe  Dog.  '  This  is  not  a  brilliant  effort  of 
imagination,  but  sober  fact.  If  anyone  wishes  good 
sport  combined  with  economy— that  is,  $15  per 
month — all  I  can  say  is  come  right  along.  I  got 
a  Dago  to  play  "  The  Cork  Leg."  I  was  doubtful 
ot  the  result,  since  I  have  learned  he  cannot  read 
music.  I  intend  to  paste  him  some  swift  ones  for 
daring  to  take  liberties  with  the  masterpiece  — 
Yours  truly.  Varsity. 

Black  Canyon,  Ashcroft,  B.C. 

FISHING  NEAR  LANCASHIRE. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
address  where  a  bit  of  good  cheap  fishing  can  be 
had  within  easy  reach  of  Lancashire  ?  I  shall  be 
glad  of  information  as  to  quarters  and  expenses.— 
Yours  truly.  Fresh- Water  Angler. 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO  OR 
EDINBURGH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  what  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  or 
near  Llandudno,  trout  fishing  preferred,  and  if  and 
what  licence  is  necessary.    Aho  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  near  Edinburgh,  and  oblige.— Yours  truly 
Accrington.  f.  Crossley.  ' 


FISH  WHICH  LEAP. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  recent 
articles  and  letters  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  under  the 
above  heading,  and  in  my  opinion  the  writers  in 
favour  of  each  contention  are  right  under  different 
circumstances.  Which  method  to  adopt  depends 
upon  several  things,  such  as  the  distance  the  fish 
IS  away,  the  nature  of  the  water,  the  position  of 
the  man  holding  i  the  rod,  etc.  No  hard-and-fast 
rule  applies.  Instinctively  the  expert  either  adopts 
one  or  other  of  the  courses  advocated  according  to 
circumstances,  or  in  many  cases  neither  of  them. 
The  playing  of  a  fish  is  a  matter  of  instinct,  it 
comes  naturally — it  is  like  hands  on  a  horse. — 
Yours  truly,  g 


WAS  IT  A  UNIQUE  CIRCUMSTANCE? 
Dear  Sir, — Some  few  weeks  ago  a  party  of  three 
anglers  from  Bath  were  fishing  in  the  Exe  about 
six  miles  above  Exeter  for  salmon  and  trout.  One 
of  the  party  put  a  gentle  on  a  No.  12  hook  to  try 
his  luck  at  the  specklies,  and  the  bait  was  at  once 
taken  by  a  fine  dace,  of  which  there  appears  to  be 
— so  I  am  informed — a  number  at  this  part  of  the 
river. 

Before  my  friend  and  informant  could  get  the 
fish  in  the  net,  preparatory  to  returning  it  to  the 
water,  the  head  wa?  seized  by  a  pike  of  apparently 
about  3|lb. ;  but  just  as  "Johnny"  was  trying  to 
make  off  with  it,  a  fine  trout  of  quite  31b.  swam  up 
and  caught  hold  of  the  tail  end  of  the  unhappy 
dace.  The  hook  came  away,  and  as  the  water  was 
clear  the  two  fish  were  seen  dragging  the  dace, 
which  could  not  have  been  less  than  fib.,  into  deep 
water,  out  of  sight. 

This  is  no  fairy  fishing  yarn,  as  this  new  game  of 
"  Heads  and  Tails  "  can  be  vouched  for  by  three 
good  (asher)men  and  true.  In  thirty-five  years  of 
fishing  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  two  fish  going  for 
one  at  the  same  time,  although  your  roach  may  be 
often  taken  by  a  hungry  pike  when  the  former  is  on 
your  hook.— Yours  truly.  Spinning  Minnow. 
Bath. 


A  CORRECTION. 
Sir,— In  the  Trent  Fishery  Board's  annual  report 
for  1904  it  is  stated  that  "Sewer  from  Smedley's 
Hydro',  Matlock  Bridge,  running  half  full  of  sewage 
and  discolouring  the  River  Derwent."  This  should 
read  "main  sewer  from  Matlock  Bank,"  instead  of 
as  above. — Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Eddowes. 


FISHING  AT  INSTOAV. 
Dear  Sir, — Instow  is  six  miles  from  Barnst 
on  the  L.  and  S.  W.  Railway,  situated  by  the 
estuaries  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  with  good  sands 
and  good  boating.  The  bass  and  other  sea  fish  are 
caught  from  a  boat  in  various  ways.  There  is  no 
payment  for  sea  fishing,  only  the  boatman  and 
boat.  Children  will  find  it  just  the  place,  with 
good  sands  and  plenty  of  employment. 

Should  "  A  Novice"  care  to  put  up  at  an  hotel. 
Marine  Hotel  by  Connibear  is  just  what  would  suit 
him.  The  proprietor  can  accommodate  him  for  sea 
and  river  sport.  Wet  flies  are  used,  and  if 
"  Novice  "  wishes  spart  he  must  resort  to  local  flies 
and  baits,  as  many  a  would-be  angler  has  been  sold 
unfit  and  useless  tackle,  which,  to  his  own  dis- 
comfort, he  has  experienced  when  coming  into  this 
county. — Y''ours  truly,  Taw. 


June  17,  1905 
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Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Curling  it  Over. 

CioMiNQ  up  in  the  train  from  Herefordshire  the 
other  day  I  got  into  conversation  with  an  angler 
who  had  had  a  very  wide  and  varied  experience. 
One  of  his  stories  was  about  a  phenomenon  in  the 
way  of  dry-fly  anglers,  a  Mr.  Palmer,  who  used  to 
fish  the  Itchen.  My  informant  said  Mr.  P.  was  the 
best  dry-flier  he  had  ever  seen,  not  excepting  the 
late  G.  S.  Marryat.  ^  ^ 

It  .seems  that  Mr.  P.  very  properly  does  not  fish 
on  Sunday— I  do  not  unless  it  is  a  question  of 
necessity.  He  had  been  to  church  in  frock  coat  and 
pot  hat  when  he  met  my  informant  by  the  river's 
bank— it  is  wonderful  how  anglers  rush  into  tempta- 
tion. A  good  trout  was  rising  freely,  and  Mr.  P. 
said  to  the  angler,  "  Why  don't  you  put  a  fly  over 
him  ?  "  "  Oh,  I  have,  lots  of  'em,"  was  the  reply ; 
and  then  my  informant  did  it  again.  "  Ah,  that's 
no  use,  that  trout  knows  gut,  you  must  chuck  it  so 
the  fly  just  curls  over-in  front  of  his  nose."  "  Let 
us  see  you  do  it,"  said  my  informant,  and  Mr.  P., 
taken  quite  unawares,  exchanged  his  umbrella  for 
the  rod,  knelt  down  in  the  mud,  and  with  his  stove- 
pipe hat  on,  dropped  the  fly  so  that  the  last  two  or 
three  inches  of  the  gut  curled  over  so  as  to  leave 
only  the  fly  visible  to  the  trout,  which  at  once  took 
it  and  ^was  caught.  I  should  like  to  see  the  "  curl 
chuck  "  done— probably  it  means  checking  the  fly 
by  a  little  pull  back  just  before  it  alights  on  the 
water,  which  sometimes  makes  it  flop  gently  over 
as  if  it  were  jumping  an  imagmary  hurdle.  The 
same  action  often  takes  place  in  the  Spey  cast. 

Al  Fish  Food. 

Herr  S.  Jaffe,  of  Sandfort,  Osnabriick  (Hanover), 
supplies  different  kinds  of  fish  food.  One  of  them 
is  a  fish  meal,  of  which  Mr.  G.  C.  Cadman,  of  the 
North  of  England  Fish  Hatchery,  Barrasford-on- 
Tyne,  Northumberland,  speaks  very  highly.  He 
says  it  is  splendid  food,  and  his  fry  do  A 1  on  it ; 
he  gets  over  a  quarter  of  a  ton  at  a  time.  Herr 
JafFe  tells  me  that  this  meal  "is  really  an  ideal  fish 
food  ;  it  consists  of  nothing  but  desiccated  haddock 
(avoidmg  all  admixture  of  oily  sorts  of  fish  like 
herrings)  ground  down,  bones  and  all,  very  fine  to 


a  gritty  dust.  It  keeps  sweet  for  a  year  and  more, 
and  is  prepared  by  simply  adding  an  equal  weight 
of  water  so  as  to  form  a  stiff  paste,  which  is  then 
fed  to  the  fish.  It  is  suitable  to  all  trout  over 
six  months  of  age,  and  considering  that  the  dry 
stuff  contains  only  twenty  per  cent,  of  moisture  (as 
against  eighty  per  cent,  in  fresh  haddock),  the  price 
of  fifteen  shillings  per  hundredweight  is  not  dear. 
Three  to  three-and-a-half  pounds  of  the  concentrated 
meal  will  produce  one  pound  of  trout  according  to 
our  experience." 

Herr  Jafi"e  is  a  thoroughly  practical  fish  breeder 
of  long  experience,  and  I  am  certain  anything  he 
recommends  will  be  all  he  says  for  it. 

Mr.  Malloch's  Fishing  and  Shooting  Agency. 

If  anything  would  make  one  wish  to  be  a 
millionaire  it  would  be  the  perusal  of  the  fascinating 
descriptions  of  fishings  and  shootings  to  let  given 
in  the  annual  list  of  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth 
— a  list  which  increases  in  importance  every  year, 
and  now  extends  to  over  two  hundred  pages ;  and, 
as  he  informs  us  in  his  introduction,  all  the  places 
referred  to  are  described  with  the  authority  of  the 
proprietor. 


Fishing  at  Whichford  Mill,  Shipston-on-Stour. 

Some  month  or  two  ago  some  fishing  at  Which- 
ford Mill  was  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  anglers  who  went  there 
on  the  strength  of  the  advertisement  have  reason 
to  complain,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from 
others.  I  am  told  the  mill  is  "  miles  from  Shipston," 
and  that  except  for  one  hundred  yards  at  the  mill 
head,  the  "river"  is  a  ditch  which  can  be  quite 
easily  jumped.  The  little  bit  in  front  of  the  miU  is 
only  four  or  five  yards  across.  There  are  a  few 
trout  from  six  to  nine  inches,  the  result  apparently 
of  a  recent  stocking  !  I  know  nothing  of  the  place 
personally,  and  am  only  referring  to  the  complaints 
of  anglers  who  consider  they  wasted  time  and 
money  in  going  to  the  place. 

Ordnance  Survey  Maps. 

Anglers  who  are  going  to  fish  in  a  district  they 
do  not  know  well  should  make  a  note  of  the  fact 
that  by  writing  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  Whitehall,  London,  they  can  get  a  list 
of  the  Ordnance  Survey  Maps  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board,  with  a  list  of  their  agents. 
Probably  the  most  generally  useful  maps  are  the 
county  maps  issued  in  quarter  sheets — scale,  6in. 
to  the  mile ;  price.  Is.  per  quarter  sheet.  These 
maps  show  such  features  as  woods,  rocks,  clifi^s, 
fields,  etc.  They  have  not  yet  all  been  revised^ 
but  over  sixty  are  finished. 

Knee  Pads  for  Dry-fly  Fishing. 
With  reference  to  my  notice  of  Mr.  Hampson's 
excellent  new  knee  pad  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 
week,  an  angling  friend  writes  :  "  The  trick  which 
makes  the  knee  pad  quite  comfortable  is  to  tighten 
the  lower  strap  above  the  calf,  the  other  above  the 
knee  can  be  as  loose  as  you  like."  I  am  afraid  I 
have  not  often  found  this  plan  answer,  but  with  the 
new  knee  pad  it  could  be  done  more  satisfactorily, 
as  the  rubber  band  hetiueen  two  straps  allows  of  a 
more  comfortable  adjustment  than  ordinary  straps. 

A  Good  Fish  Story  from  the  "Globe." 

Amid  all  the  changes  of  modem  English 
journalism,  it  is  refreshing  and  reassuring  to  find 
the  London  Globe  more  flourishing  than  ever,  and 
more  up-to-date  than  the  newest  of  its  rivals. 
What  modern  reporter  could  have,  in  a  few  lines, 
told  such  a  charming  fish  story  as  was  given  in  the 
Globe  of  June  13,  1809. 

•  1809.  —  EXTRAOEDINARY     PHENOMENON.  —  At 

Sandiside,  in  the  parish  of  Reay,  in  the  county  of 
Caithness,  there  was  seen  a  short  time  ago  an 
animal  supposed  to  be  a  mermaid.  The  head  and 
chest,  bemg  all  that  was  visible,  exactly  resembled 
those  of  a  full-grown  young  woman.  The  arms 
were  longer  than  the  human  body,  and  the  eyes 
somewhat  smaller.  When  the  waves  dashed  the 
hair,  which  was  of  a  sea-green  shade,  over  the  face 
the  hands  were  immediately  employed  to  replace  it. 
The  skin  was  of  a  pink  colour.  It  was  seen  by 
many  people.  Something  of  the  same  kind  was 
observed  eight  years  ago  near  the  same  place." 

But  it  was  very  impolite  of  the  reporter  to  refer 
to  this  delightful  pink  mermaid  with  hair  of  a  sea- 
green  shade,  etc.,  etc.,  as  "It."     R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  LATE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH'S 
SALMON  FLSHING  IN  NORWAY. 


When  Prince  Alfred,  the  late  Duke  of  Edinburgh, 
visited  Norway  in  1864,  the  Times  correspondent 
gave  an  account  of  his  visit  to  the  Dake  of  Rox- 
burghe  at  his  fishing  quarters  on  the  Al  ten,  who  had 
twenty-five  miles  of  the  river  on  lease,  and  took  all 
nets  off: — 

"  The  scenery  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fishing  is 
very  wild  and  grand,  as  the  river,  cleaving  its  way 
through  the  solid  rock,  makes  magnificent  gorges, 
which,  with  the  overhanging  precipices  above  and 
the  massive  boulders  and  foaming  rapids  below, 
have  a  very  fine  effect.  To  shoot  these  rapids  is  a 
work  requirmg  the  nicest  skill,  not  unattended 
with  some  risk,  and  the  way  the  Quans  steer  down 
them  is  a  sight  to  see.  A  mistake  is  fatal  as  the  boat 
would  be  dashed  to  pieces  against  the  rocks,  and  in 
this  way  two  Laps  lost  their  lives  two  years  ago.  In 
ascending  the  river  the  boats  are  pushed  up  with 
poles,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Norwegian,  '  stagt,'  as 
it  would  be  impossible  to  row  them  against  the 
stream.  It  is  hard  work,  and  the  unpractised  hand 
soon  comes  to  grief,  but  the  natives,  one  at  the 
stern  and  the  other  at  the  bow,  '  stage '  up  as  fast 
as  a  man  can  ordinarily  walk.  In  the  Alten  there 
are  always  two  men  to  a  boat  for  this  work,  and 
when  you  are  fishing  the  one  rows  while  the  other 
steers,  as  there  is  no  casting  from  the  banks. 

"  Every  pool  has,  of  course,  its  proper  name,  and 
Pattakorva,  Parslabatta,  and  Saragoska,  as  they 
are  called  in  the  euphonious  language  of  the  Quans, 
are  of  historic  fame,  and  the  latter  will  be  hence- 
forth celebrated  as  the  place  where  Prmce  Alfred 
had  his  best  day's  sport,  killing  there  nine  salmon 
in  two  hours,  averaging  2Glb.  each. 

"It  was  a  sweltering  hot  day,  the  thermometer 
standing  in  the  shade,  where  there  was  any,  at 
80deg.  Fahrenheit,  so  the  Prince  did  not  wet  his 
fine  till  8  p.m.,  and  between  that  and  3  a.m.  killed 
four  fine  salmon  and  six  grilse,  which  number 
would  have  been  doubled  had  it  not  been  .such 
bright  weather  ;  myriads  of  mosquitoes  saluted  hia 
arrival,  taking  especial  delight,  as  they  always  do, 
in  new-comers. 

■'  The  next  day  he  went  with  the  same  party 
higher  up  the  river,  some  twenty  miles,  to  the 
Duke's  other  fishing  lodge,  and  in  three  days  killed 
sixty  salmon  and  grilse,  returning  on  Saturday. 
He  left  on  Monday,  Aug.  1,  for  Hammerfest  and 
the  North  Gape,  and  after  a  most  successful  trip 
and  brilliant  weather,  came  back  to  the  Alten  on 
the  5th.  He  remained  at  Alten  for  a  few  days 
more  fishing,  and  killed  altogether  in  eight  days 
and  a  half,  forty  salmon  and  eighty-six  grilse, 
10971b.  The  rest  of  the  '  Racoon,'  including  Count 
Gleichen,  Mr.  Brierley,  Major  Cowell.  Mr.  Campbell, 
the  Honourable  V.  Montague,  Lord  W.  Phipps,  etc., 
killed  between  them  22141b.,  total  weight,  33111b. 
The  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  in  twenty-one  days,  com- 
mencing July  4,  killed  30191b.  (he  killed  7.55lb.  in 
two  days,  July  19  and  20;  the  biggest  fish,  361b. 
and  331b.,  the  same  day).  Mr.  R.  Honywood,  in 
twenty-five  days,  killed  28041b.,  biggest  fish,  391bj 
(he  killed  in  one  night,  Aug.  3,  5031b.— namely, 
twenty-four  salmon  and  seventeen  grilse,  including 
two  salmon  of  351b,  each) ;  grand  total,  91341b." 


MAY  FLY  FISHING 
HEEEFOKDSHIEE. 

By  the  "  Amatetjk  Angler." 


IN 


I  AM  now  sitting  in  an  old  inn  parlour,  in  one  of 
the  prettiest,  old-fashioned  villages  to  be  seen  any- 
where. The  view  from  the  bridge,  looking  which 
way  you  will,  up-stream  or  down-stream,  is  very 
attractive ;  it  is  pleasant  to  lean  over  the  balustrades 
to  watch  the  trout  rising  on  a  June  evening.  The 
bridge  is  just  as  it  was  when  I  first  knew  it,  seventy 
years  ago.  The  broad  expanse  of  water  above  and 
below,  margined  by  trees  now  in  their  brightest 
foliage,  presents  no  change,  though,  doubtless,  many 
an  old  tree  has  made  way  for  one  of  younger  birth; 
the  old  cottages  have  in  some  instances  been 
replaced  by  new  ones ;  some  of  the  old  black  and 
white  houses,  notably  the  old  vicarage,  which  is  said 
to  trace  its  ancestry  to  the  thirteenth  century,  being 
freshly  whitened  and  blackened,  add  greatly  to  the 
beauty  of  the  village,  and  give  it  an  air  of  smartness 
to  which  it  was  not  so  well  entitled  in  the  old  days. 
My  memory  carries  me  back  more  particularly  to 
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the  old  schoolmaster,  the  patriarch  of  the  village. 
He  was  a  venerable  old  man  when  I  first  knew  him, 
of  medium  height,  square  built,  a  broad  and 
expansive  forehead  overshadowed  a  pair  of  merry 
grey  eyes ;  he  was  an  old  boy  of  infinite  wit  and 
humour,  and  abounding  in  self-conceit.  Every- 
thing about  him  and  his  surroundings  were  of  the 
most  optimistic  order.  His  garden  was  the 
*'  frummest "  *  and  most  productive  of  any  garden 
in  the  county,  his  peas  and  new  potatoes  the 
earliest  and  the  best.  He  had  been  schoolmaster 
for  fifty  years  when  I  first  knew  him  about  1840 
— he  lived  on  into  the  fifties,  and  I  believe  kept 
the  school  on  to  the  end.  He  had  educated 
children  and  children's  children  to  the  second  or 
third  generation,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  they 
were  all  the  best  educated,  could  write  the  best 
bauds,  unequalled  by  any  other  in  the  country, 
lid  was  an  exact  prototype  of  Goldsmith's  i'  Village 
Schoolmaster  — 

Twas  certain  he  could  write  and  cipher  too. 
Lands  he  could  measure,  terms  and  tides  presage — 
Axid  even  the  story  ran  that  he  could  gauge. 

•  »  •  ♦  • 

Amaz'd  the  gazing  rustics  rang'd  around — 
And  still  they  gaz'd,  and  still  the  wonder  grew 
That  one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew. 

BuL  beyond  all  these  accomplishments,  and  this  is 
the  j)oint  I  have  been  aiming  at,  he  was  a  most 
export  angler  ;  he  made  his  own  flies,  and  of  course 
no  other  could  make  flies  like  those  of  his  make.  I 
think  it  must  have  been  his  great  skill  and  his 
wonderful  success  that  first  drew  my  boyish 
imagination  in  the  way  of  fishing.  It  was  to  this 
old  village,  once  reigned  over  by  my  old  friend 
the  schoolmaster,  that  we  ("Piscator  Major"  and 
I)  found  our  way  on  Saturday  evening,  June  3, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  old  river  as  to  its 
May  Fly  capabilities. 

We  arrived  late  in  the  evening ;  in  the  midst 
of  a  post-prandial  repose  we  were  aroused  by  the 
sudden  apparition  in  our  room  of  a  remarkable 
spectre  —  not  unlike  the  accompanying  picture,  f 


It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  apparition  somewhat 
startled  us ;  however,  when  this  garish  furniture 
was  removed  from  the  spectator's  head  it  revealed 
the  very  pleasant  features  of  a  young  motor-carist 
and  famous  angler,  who  had  called  to  welcome  us, 
and  to  show  us  a  basketful  of  splendid  trout  he 
had  caught  that  day  on  our  stream  eight  or  ten 
miles  farther  up. 

Instead  of  allowing  us  to  begin  our  fishing 
on  Monday  morning  on  oiu^  own  water,  this 
young  enthusiast  insisted  on  our  fishing  his  water. 
Accordingly,  on  Monday  morning  he  appeared 
again,  and  motored  us  ofl:  ten  miles  away  in  no 
time.  This  good  friend  and  another,  between  them, 
hold  about  three  miles  of  the  best  fishing  in  the 
Lugg,  up  amongst  the  hills,  and  thither°he  had 
brought  us.  He  and  his  friend  had  caught  nineteen 
and  a  half  brace  there  a  few  days  ago,  and  he 
assured  us  that  on  Monday  the  Caddow  would  be  in 

*  A  local  term  for  earliest. 

t  Kindly  lent  to  us  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
Daily  Graphic, 


full  feather,  and  our  sport,  experts  as  the  Major 
and  I  had  the  reputation  of  being,  was  far  beyond 
the  region  of  doubt.  He  made  us  long  for  that 
morning  with  all  the  ardour  of  young  sportsmen^ 

On  Sunday  afternoon  we  strolled  by  the  river  to 
look  at  our  own  water,  which  began  about  two 
miles  down.  Our  first  survey  of  the  upper  part  of 
our  water  on  that  lovely  afternoon  was  inspiring 
to  a  degree.  An  evening  to  be  remembered,  on 
account  of  the  fine  weather  and  the  glorious  scenery 
around  us,  and,  above  all,  for  the  intermittent  rise 
of  May  Fly  and  the  greediness  with  which  sparrows, 
swallows,  and  trout  devoured  them,  a  sufificient 
indication,  we  thought,  that  the  great  rise  had  not 
yet  commenced.  I  know  of  nothing  more  enchant- 
ing than  such  a.  stroll  on  such  a  lovely  evening. 
We  almost  regretted  our  promised  visit  to  the  Lugg 
on  the  next  day,  although  we  knew  we  were  going 
to  far  more  beautiful  scenery  and  to  far  more 
abundant  fishing  than  we  were  likely  to  get  here. 

Monday  morning,  June  5. — Arrived  at  last,  and 
with  it  our  motor-carist  and  jolly  angling  friend,  and 
as  I  have  said  he  whisked  us  off  across  country  in 
almost  no  time,  up  among  the  hills  to  his  water. 
The  day  was  superb,  the  weather  calm  and  cloudy, 
everything  promised  success.  I  am  now  scribbling 
these  lines  in  a  hut  midway  on  the  water,  and  the 
story  I  have  to  tell,  being  tired  out  after  six 
hours'  hard  work,  and  while  ',the  others  are  still 
flogging  the  stream,  is  not  one  of  unmixed 
success — such  as  we  anticipated.  The  May  Fly 
was  only  moderately  represented,  and  the  trout 
were  not  ardently  desirous  of  being  caught.  They 
came  short  and  wanted  much  catching.  I  soon 
grew  tired  of  the  monotony  of  sitting  in  a  hut  by 
myself  writing  notes  while  the  others  were  away 
up  stream.  They  left  me  at  five  o'clock — six, 
seven  o'clock  came  and  they  came  not;  Lame  and 
footsore  I  took  my  rod,  and  on  the  way  I  saw  a 
rise,  away  off  down  stream.  I  made  the  longest 
cast  I  ever  made  with  a  little  "Leonard,"  and,  to 
my  surprise,  he  came  at  me.  It  really  did  require 
some  manoeuvring  to  bring  that  fine  trout  up  stream 
and  into  my  basket,  and  I  was  glad,  for  hitherto  I 
had  done  nothing  to  boast  of.  To  sum  up,  the 
total  result  of  this  day's  work  of  the  foitr  of  us 
— for  it  is  invidious  to  particularise — we  had 
nineteen  and  a  half  brace,  all  fine  trout ;  some  of 
us  thought  we  ought  to  have  done  better,  but  in  a 
bright  sunshine,  wind  north-east.  May  Fly,  as  we 
thought  over,  we  had  not  much  to  complain  of.  I 
may  say  that  nearly  all  were  taken  by  the  May 
Fly  imitation  and  the  Spent  Gnat.  Some  I  think 
were  taken  by  the  Alder. 

The  May  Fly  has  behaved  in  a  curious  way  on 
this  river.  One  day  before  we  went  there  it  was 
up  in  abundance,  and  tivo  rods  took  nineteen  and 
a  half  brace,  exactly  the  same  number  as  our  four 
had  taken.  The  day  we  were  there  it  could  hardly 
be  seen  at  all.  Then,  the  Wednesday  following  our 
visit  the  May  Fly  was  up  again,  and  our  friend  got 
a  large  basket  in  an  hour's  evening  fishing.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  have  hardly  known,  indeed  we 
hardly  know  yet,  whether  in  a  particular  district 
the  May  Fly  has  been  up  and  done  for,  or  whether 
the  occasional  insect  one  sees  fluttering  on  the  water 
is  the  precursor  of  a  rise  yet  to  come^ 

Tuesday,  June  6. — A  Contrast. — Sunday  and 
Monday  were  ideal  June  days,  such  as  the  poets 
write  of.  Tuesday  was  the  reverse  of  all  this. 
The  night  of  Monday  was  frosty.  This  morning, 
Tuesday,  cold  and  damp.  Yesterday  we  were  all 
bright  and  joyous — to-day,  dull  and  gloomy ;  the 
landlord  grumpy,  because  we  want  him  to  drive  us 
down  to  our  water,  and  he  wants  to  go  some- 
where else ;  the  landlady  anxious  and  worried  for 
us  to  be  off,  so  that  the  trap  may  be  back  for  the 
other  party.  "Piscator  Major''  was  silent  and  out  of 
sorts,  and  the  "  A.  A."-  was  attacked  with  a  fit  of  the 
spleen.  Yesterday  !  glorious  yesterday  !  He  had 
been  shot  across  the  country  in  a  grand  motor, 
with  the  chauffeur  for  his  gillie,  who  carried  a 
chair  to  rest  him  when  he  felt  fatigued,  who 
carried  also  his  net  and  his  basket,  who 
landed  his  trout  and  climbed  trees  for  his  flies. 
To-day  !  We  were  assured,  and  indeed  we  our- 
selves felt  sure,  with  that  cutting  north-east  wind 
there  would  be  no  rain  to-day,  so  we  left  our 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— i^lwWnif  QazetU,  ^ 


wading  boots  and  waterproofs  at  home;  No  sooner 
had  we  got  to  work  than  a  cold,  sleety  rain  came 
down,  and  continued  all  day.  My  one  foot  being 
crippled  I  could  not  wear  my  india-rubber  boots 
except  as  a  penitential  torture.  I  had  to  hobble 
down  for  three  miles,  partly  on  one  leg,  laden  with 
all  my  impedimenta — no  boy  to  be  found  for  love 
or  money.  The  rain  kept  up  a  continuous  drizzle 
— the  stiles  were  abominable — no  May  Fly  to  be 
seen — no  fish  rising — feet  and  legs  sopping  in*  the 
wet  grass — one  brace  of  trout  in  my  basket — tired, 
wearied,  exhausted  we  reached  the  end  of  our 
water,  where  our  horse  and  trap  were  to  be 
at  eight  o'clock !  We  had  arrived  at  five  !  It  was 
impossible,  or  at  least  unwise,  to  sit  for  three 
hours  with  sodden  feet  in  the  Red  Lion's  best 
parlour,  so  the  good  landlord,  an  old  acquaintance 
of  mine,  hurried  up  a  pony  trap  for  us  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  sent  us  back  home  in  a  wretched,  half- 
starved  condition.  We  reached  our  inn  in  due 
course,  where  we  found  no  worse  adventure  had 
happened  than  that  young  Gurlyhead,  of  three  years 
(evidently  a  bom  teetotaller  !),  had  found  his  way 
into  the  cellar  and  turned  on  the  taps  of  three  or 
four  beer  barrels — they  were  all  flooding  the  cellar 
for  half-an-hour  before  discovered.  The  Major, 
notwithstanding  the  bad  weather,  captured  four 
brace  of  trout,  and  caught  one  cold.  Our  club 
water  seems  to  be  fair,  but  our  first  visit  to  it  was 
unlucky. 

{To  he  continued.) 


PIKE  SPINNING  TACKLE. 


It  is  interesting  to  find  that,  writing  to  Mr. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell  as  editor  of  the  Fisherman' s 
Magazine  in  1864,  Mr.  Marcus  H.  Lewis  recom- 
mended a  pike  tackle  almost  identical  with  that 
which  Mr.  Pennell  illustrated  and  described  in  our 
columns  recently. 

"Pike  Spinnikq  Tackle. 
"Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  your 
papers  on  'Spinning  for  Pike,'  and  should  like  to 
explain  to  you  and  my  brother  anglers  the  tackle 
which  after  some  years'  use  I  have  found  superior 
to  all  others  where  there  are  many  weeds  in  the 
river. 

"Its  great  merit  is  that  it  only  requires  one 
double  hook,  and  although  the  bait  spins,  thereby 
being  very  attractive  to  the  fish,  yet  on  having  a 
run  the  pike  must  be  allowed  to  gorge  for  about 
three  or  four  minutes — in  fact,  it  comes  between  the 
old  gorge  hook  and  those  spinning  flights  now  so 
much  used  with  many  hooks. 

"The  gimp  should  be  drawn  with  a  needle 
through  the  bait  and  the  hooks  rest  at  the  vent — 
the  lead  should  then  be  fixed  in  the  mouth  and 
the  gimp  drawn  tight  in  order  to  give  it  a  bend 
which  causes  it  to  spin. 

"If  any  one  feels  inclined  to  give  this  tackle  a 
fair  trial,  though  they  may  not  always  find  it  so 
successful  as  spinning  with  a  greatsr  number  of 
hooks,  yet  I  am  sure  they  will  find  it  beyond 
measure  better  than  the  old  gorge,  and  where  the 
rivers  are  very  weedy  far  superior  to  the  spinning 
tackle  referred  to  above. 

"I  must  also  add  that  the  May  Fly  was  up  on 
our  river  (the  Kennet)  the  18th  of  last  month, 
earlier  than  I  ever  remember  to  have  seen  it — it 
thus  arrived  at  its  proper  time,  and  not  in  the 
month  of  June  as  it  generally  does. — I  am,  etc., 

"M.  H.  L. 

«i  Vale  of  the  Kennet,  June  18,  1864." 


The  Standard  of  May  27  contained  the  following 
account  of  the  netting  of  a  sea  monster : — "  A 
Yarmouth  shrimper  yesterday  took  in  his  net,  in 
the  roadstead,  a  formidable  fish  that  weighed  half- 
a-hundredweight.  It  was  by  no  means  handsome, 
and  a  naturalist  identified  it  as  the  sea-angler,  or 
'  fishing  frog '  {Lophiua  piscatoriua).  At  the  extreme 
end  of  its  nose,  above  a  great  gaping  mouth,  was  a 
long  cartilaginous  rod,  about  the  length  and  tliick- 
ness  of  a  large  knitting  needle,  on  the  top  of 
which  hung  a  bundle  of  filaments,  that  must  have 
looked  in  the  water  like  a  tiny  suspended  sole. 
Any  fish  making  for  this  tempting  bait  was 
promptly  swallowed  by  the  gaping  jaws  of  the  sea- 
angler  lying  in  hiding  for  the  purpose.  It  was  of 
great  length,  with  an  ugly  head,  and  two  pectoral 
'pockets,'  but  the  latter  were  bare,  even  of  shrimps. 
It  is  very  rare  that  these  monsters  are  caught  in 
this  district,  as  they  are  moro  common  where  the 
shore  is  rocky." 
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GLEN  LOUGH  AND  THE 
LACKAGH  EIVEK. 


The  salmon  fishing  in  the  Lackagh  river  and 
in  Glen  Lough,  co.  Donegal,  is  just  now  of  quite 
a  satisfactory  character.  This  is  largely  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  action  of  the  owners,  who  decided  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  to  take  the  nets  off  the 
estuary  and  permit  the  whole  of  the  fish  to  ascend 
the  river  for  the  benefit  of  rod  anglers.  In  the 
opening  weeks  the  weather  was  fearfully  cold  and 
rough,  but  notwithstanding  this  several  good  fish 
running  up  to  about  r21b.  were  taken.  Then  came 
the  drought,  and  this  also  was  all  against  successful 
fishing.  But  with  the  advent  of  some  rain  matters 
have  improved  considerably,  and  with  a  decent 
downpour  the  fishing  is  sure  to  be  very  good,  for 
there  are  large  numbers  of  salmon  in  the  estuary 
and  the  lower  pools  waiting  for  the  water  so 
needed  by  them  and  by  the  anglers.  At  the  time 
of  writing  everything  points  to  most  satisfactory 
climatic  conditions.  The  manager,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Manning;  Kosapenna,  Garrigart,  co^  Donegal,  will 
communicate  the  exact  state  of  affairs  to  anyone 
thinking  of  visiting  the  fishery. 

Already  the  sea- trout  are  approaching  the  estuary, 
and  early  in  July  the  run  of  these  fish  commences 
in  all  seriousness.  They  run  to  a  large  size,  and 
average  nearly  31b.  There  is  a  wealth  of  brown 
trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood; 

Full  particulars  of  this  excellent  free  fishery 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan;  21.  It 
may  be  added  that  a  new  and  excellent  route  to 
the  district  is  by  Midland  Railway  via  Heysham 
to  Belfast  and  Londonderry,  thence  by  Burton 
Port  Railway  to  Creeslough,  which  is  eight  miles 
(English)  from  the  fishery. 

The  killing  flies  for  salmon  are  Qaret  Jay,  Fiery 
Brown,  Lemon  Grey,  Olive  Grey,  and  Thunder  and 
Lightning.  They  should  be  of  small  size,  and 
excellently  tied  specimens  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Manning;  Good  sea-trout  patterns  are  Red 
and  Teal,  Black  and  Teal,  Claret  and  Partridge, 
Orange  and  Grouse,  Blue  Spider,  and  Zulu. 

The  photos  are  of  the  best  pool  on  the  Lackagh 
— the  Old  Bridge  Pool — of  some  of  the  picturesque 
water  to  be  found  among  the  rapids,  and  of  some 
excellent  salmon  and  sea-trout  water  on  Glen 
Lough.  E.  S.  S. 


BACK  TO  THE  BIVEK. 


April  and  the  song  of  the  birds,  an  old  mill  and 
the  song  of  the  swirling  stream.  April  at  last! 
All  Fools'  Day,  but  withal  a  glorious  dawning  to 
this  most  inspiring  of  months,  the  month  of  the 
bursting  buds  and  the  tender  green  foliage,  when 
the  womb  of  Nature  opens  with  young  life. 

Below  the  Old  Mill  House  runs  the  garden  with 
its  veteran  apple  and  pear  trees,  some  bordering 
the  stream  itself,  and  whose  branches  overhang  it, 
from  which,  when  the  apples  begin  to  ripen,  sundry 
windfalls  drop  with  a  startling  splash,  disturbing 
not  only  the  peaceful  serenity  of  this  wild  garden, 
but  probably  that  of  a  lazy  old  trout  at  the  side 
of  the  stream.  But  to  the  cautious  angler — perhaps 
at  that  moment  stalking  a  well-fed  Hampshire 
trout  rising  near  his  bank — a  very  spiteful  splash 
uncommonly  suggestive  of  mischievous  urchins 
throwing  stones,  causing  him  to  look  about  him 
sharply  and  murmur  things  till  the  true  cause 
dawns  on  him,  and  he  smiles  philosophically, 
bethinking  him  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  gravity; 

For  a  wild  garden  it  is,  with  the  straggling 
orchard,  and  in  the  summer  thick  luxuriant 
undergrowth,  through  which  the  angler  must  force 
his  passage,  and  from  which  he  emerges  plus  a 
number  of  tiny  green  balls,  the  product  of  the 
familiar,  not  to  say  friendly,  weed,  which  has  a 
little  way  of  sticking  on  to  clothes  like  grim  death. 

Into  this  peaceful  picture  of  English  rural  life 
there  steps  a  young  angler,  with  his  keen  glance 
already  ranging  up  and  down  the  stream  expectant 
of  "rises."  There  is  no  element  of  discord  in  his 
stealthy  movement  and  observant  eye,  even  the 
birds  seem  to  recognise  that  he  is  a  Nature  lover. 
For  is  he  not  a  child  of  Nature  in  very  truth,  filled 
with  a  passionate  love  of  all  things  beautiful  in 
Nature,  and  an  angler  because  the  gentle  art  brings 
him  into  touch  with  his  favourite  environment 
rather  than  the  mere  sportsman  whose  bag " 
constitutes  his  sum  of  enjoyment  ? 

Down  through  the  tangled  old  garden  he  picks 
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The  Old  Village  Pool,  Lackagh  Riveb,  Co.  Donegal. 


IE.  s.  s. 
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Among  the  Rapids,  Lackagh  River,  Co.  Donegal. 
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Glen  Lough  (Looking  East),  Co.  Donegal, 
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his  way  to  the  southernmost  extremity,  where,  at 
the  junction  of  the  main  stream  from  the  mill  and 
another  smaller  stream  which  skirts  the  garden  and 
makes  it  a  peninsula,  is  a  secluded  and  rather  deep 
pool.  He  knows  that  Leviathan  and  his  brethren 
will  in  all  probability  lurk  therein  ;  for  was  it  not 
here  that  the  scene  of  last  season's  crowning  effort 
of  skill  and  prowess  was  enacted  ?  When  for  ten 
throbbing  minutes  the  lusty  3-pounder  fought 
bravely  for  his  freedom,  and  the  line  sang  out  from 
the  reel  at  the  bidding  of  his  lordship  Salmo  jario  ! 
How  cunningly  the  little  single-handed  greenheart 
had  bowed  to  his  whim,  and  with  what  a  sigh  of 
relief  was  the  glorious  fish  safely  netted  and 
grassed.  But  this  was  last  season  and  stale  ;  there 
were  greater  deeds  ahead,  and  was  not  this  April 
again  with  fresh  opportunities  of  observing  and 
outwitting  the  wily  trout  ? 

As  he  approaches  the  pool  he  crouches  out  of 
deference  for  the  quick  eye  of  his  quarry,  and 
finally  lies  flat  and  'ptrdu  behind  a  small  bush 
like  a  scout  reconnoitring  in  risky  territory.  Yes, 
there  they  are!  some  heavy  fish  half  way  up  the 
pool  and  several  pounders  at  the  surface,  dashing 
here  and  there  after  the  dull  Brown  Duns  which  the 
warm  midday  sun  is  hatching  by  the  score. 

Only  with  ah  effort  does  he  restrain  the  mad 
desire  to  cast  with  the  first  brown  fly  he  comes 
across  in  the  fly-book,  and  calms  down  to  the 
process  of  catching,two  or  three  of  the  flies  on  the 
water.  Hare's  Ear  is  about  right  he  soliloquises  ; 
whereupon  a  nice  crisp  little  Hare's  Ear  is  selected 
and  the  cast  fixed  up. 

With  every  nerve  and  muscle  centred  on  the 
efi'ort  the  first  cast  is  made.  Your  angling 
enthusiast  lives  in  the  present.  He  spends  him- 
self untiringly  and  drinks  deep  of  the  enjoyment 
of  life  as  it  is,  being  almost  impatient  of  the 
cautious  brethren  and  sage  prophets  who  would 
hint  of  a  cloudy  sky  to-morrow. 

There  is  a  large  tinge  of  philosophy  about  the 
fly  fishet.  Perhaps  it  is  well,  for  has  he  not  to  lose 
many  things — flies,  gut  traces,  the  best  points, 
sometimes  reel-line,  always  the  biggest  fish — and 
yet  to  retain  the  crowning  virtue  of  patience  ?  For 
no  true  angler  really  loses  patience  ;  he  is  the  most 
painstaking  being  on  earth,  and  so  long  as  a  good 
fish  is  feeding  he  will  treat  him  with  the  utmost 
deference  and  study  his  whim  with  a  phenomenal 
perseverance.  He  will  practice  self-effacement  in 
the  most  grotesque  attitudes,  and  will  emulate  the 
snake  in  the  long  grass  at  a  respectful  distance 
behind  the  object  of  his  desire — whose  all-watchful 
eyes  are  conscious  of  the  least  unusual  shadow, 
whose  microscopic  vision  scrutinises  the  smallest 
object  on  the  surface  of  the  stream  with  a  scrutiny 
passing  difficult  to  deceive. 

But,  argues  our  friend  Piscator,  this  is  young 
April,  and  your  well-regulated  trout  ought  \o  be 
comparatively  guileless  and  unsuspecting.  The 
memory  of  last  season's  horrid  surprises — tasteless 
make-believes  in  the  middle  of  a  juicy  meal  of 
duns,  pricked  lips,  wild  sudden  dashes  for  liberty 
ending  in  a  sudden  jar,  which  meant  freedom  at  the 
'  price  of  toothache  and  a  sore  lip.  Nor  was  this  all  ; 
was  not  the  most  poignant  misery  caused  by  the 
horrid  stringy  thing  tied  to  the  vicious  make-believe 
which  bit  him,  and  while  it  lasted,  the  ridicule 
which  this  provoked  among  his  brethren?  Is  not 
the  recollection  of  all  this  buried  and  forgotten, 
argues  our  angler,  as  he  lightly  but  nervously  casts 
a  good  yard  ahead  of  a  fine  fish  which  has  risen 
above  him.  "Confound  the  kmk,"  he  mutters,  for 
the  gut  point  has  arched  just  by  the  fly,  and  while 
the  brown  beauty  has  condescended  to  majestically 
sail  up  to  the  surface  from  midstream  as  the  trim 
little  fly  passes  over  him,  being  a  good  and  sensible 
trout  he  as  promptly  dives  down  again  to  fall  to 
wondering  where  he  had  seen  that  unnatural 
phenomenon  before,  and  why  he  had  instinctively 
shuddered.  A  pause,  utilised  for  straightening  the 
gut  point,  and  then  another  and  a  better  cast. 
Like  gossamer  the  fly  descends  well  above  the  same 
fish  and  floats  beautifully  down  to  him — it  has 
passed  over  his  haunt — no,  here  he  comes !  Like  a 
flash  he  rises  over  his  shoulder— it  is  a  honne, 
houche  too  juicy  to  let  pass,  and  the  voracious 
maw  snaps  at  the  fly  in  an  instant.  A  turn  of  the 
wrist — ping !  he  is  well  struck  and  the  fun  begins. 
"Got  you  that  time,  old  chap,"  says  Piscator, 
while  beads  of  perspuration  start  on  his  forehead, 
for  it  is  as  much  as  he  can  do  to  keep  the  rod  point 
up  while  away  races  the  line.  The  music  of  the 
season  has  begun !  Upstream  rushes  the  fish,  then 
down  again,  now  this  side,  now  that.    Below  the 


garden  he  must  not  go  at  all  hazards,  for  the  strength 
of  the  flsh  plus  the  current  would  probably  spell 
disaster,  so  the  only  thmg  is  to  wear  him  down. 
With  a  gradually  shortened  line  he  is  feeling  the 
strain,  and  the  spasmodic  rushes  are  less  frequent. 

Like  as  a  blustering  fellow  who  would  evade  the 
issue  in  question,  must  be  pulled  up  and  brought  to 
the  point,  so  must  he  be  reminded  of  the  relentless 
tether,  until,  with  the  famous  little  rod  bent  nearly 
double,  he  is  half  towed,  half  coaxed  over  where  the 
sunk  landing-net  awaits  him.  Then  a  splash,  and 
the  single-handed  net  groans  with  the  weight  of  the 
captive,  even  Piscator's  left  wrist  finds  its  powers 
taxed  to  the  utmost.  "  Do  you  know,  old  fellow,  I 
think  you  weigh  2|lb.,"  says  the  Philosopher,  as  he 
grasses  him.  "Mayas  well  have  a  shot  at  your 
brother  now.  just  to  make  up  a  brace." 

But  softly,  softly!  The  air  is  charged  with 
suspicion  after  the  wild  rushings  of  the  last  few 
minutes.  "Better  give  it  a  rest,"  mutters  he, 
squatting  tailor-wise  in  the  long  grass  at  a  spot 
where  his  quick  eye  can  command  a  stretch  of  the 
stream.  Five  long  minutes  pass  while  the  water 
regains  its  normal  aspect  with  the  ever- varying 
swirl  of  the  current,  and  even  a  water-rat  pops 
out  on  to  the  opposite  bank — all  tending  to  lull 
suspicion.  Then  three  goodly  trout  pass  up  from 
the  main  trunk  of  the  river  below.  They  know 
that  a  salutary  lunch  is  occasionally  to  be  picked 
off  the  surface  near  the  mill  in  the  shape  of  floating 
fragments  of  flour,  and  nothing  escapes  their 
expectant  vision. 

But  by  this  time  Piscator  is  keenly  alert  again. 
The  restless  eye  is  now  fixed  on  a  spot  under  the 
opposite  bank  ten  yards  above  him,  where  he  thinks 
he  detected  a  tiny  ring.  Another  little  circle  will 
reveal  the  presence  of  that  joy  of  the  angler's 
heart — a  "  feeding  banker  "  (start  not,  0  ye  city 
magnates!)  Our  April  enthusiast  knows  full  well 
that  most  of  the  best  fish  feed  under  the  banks. 
Was  it  for  nothing  that  he  had  spent  occasional 
Sabbath  afternoons  in  observing  the  habits  of  rising 
trout  ? — (how  is  it  that  they  feed  on  this  day  with 
a,  reckless  disregard  for  mere  mortals  in  general,  and 
for  the  convention-fettered  angler  in  particular  ?) 

Yes !  he  is  up  again,  and  a  goodly  fish  he  looks 
vrith  his  dorsal  fin  and  tail  lazily  turning  over  as 
he  goes  down.  He  has  craftily  taken  up  a  position 
where  a  fringe  of  current  passes  near  the  bank,  and 
thus  my  lord  reaps  the  double  harvest  of  surface 
food  carried  down  stream  and  the  occasional  fly  or 
insect  from  the  long  grass  of  the  bank,  which  either 
loses  its  balance  or  has  already  grown  tired  of 
terra  firma. 

Crawling  up  his  own  bank  a  few  feet  our  Piscator 
begins  to  measure  out  the  cast  across  stream,  letting 
out  line  by  degrees  till  the  throw  is  gauged.  Down 
drops  the  perky  little  fly  two  yards  above  the 
would-be  victim,  but  by  the  time  it  is  over  him 
the  current  is  dragging  the  seductive  imitation  in 
a  manner  so  unlike  the  thorough-bred  and  well- 
regulated  original  J  that  Salmo  Fario,  Esq.,  looks 
askance  and  sniffs  danger. 

Our  youthful  Walton  murmurs  a  little  and  I  thinks 
more.  A  pause,  and  then  another  cast,  this  time 
right  on  to  the  opposite  bank,  and  he  continues  to 
think  more. 

A  bright  idea  occurs  to  him,  and  no  sooner 
thought  of  than  carried  out.  It  is  a  deadly  wile. 
He  has  jerked  the  cast  lightly  from  off  the  long 
grass  right  over  the  cautious  beauty,  and  in  a  flash 
the  coy  one  has  tasted  the  fraud — and  the  steel 
wire.  Another  flash,  and  the  lusty  monster  is 
tearing  upstream — reflecting  with  a  pang  on  the 
advisability  of  second  thoughts — and  the  reel  line 
is  running  out  with  a  will,  the  very  check  of  the 
winch  rippling  with  merriment  at  the  success  of 
the  ruse. 

And  as  to  the  rest  of  the  things  that  he  the  finny 
monarch  did,  the  wild  rushes  he  made,  the  noble 
leaps  he  achieved,  and  the  wily  dodges  he  tried 
—aforetime  successfully  but  this  time  in  vain — are 
they  not  written  in  the  book  and  enshrined  in  the 
memory  of  a  certain  young  sportsman,  who,  with 
an  elastic  step  and  a  cheerful  smile,  was  observed  to 
be  retm-ning  homewards  with  a  "  bag  "  weighing 
rather  more  than  61b.  n,.7x.xT  n^r^^  

UWEN  (jILBBBT. 


It  is  related  of  Queen  Aterbatis  that  she  forbade 
her  subjecti  ever  to  touch  fish. 

"Lest,"  said  she,  with  calculating  forecast, 
"there  should  not  be  enough  left  to  regale  their 
Sovereign.'' 


LOCH  MAEEE. 


If  anyone,  jaded  and  fagged  by  a  year's  work 
and  turmoil  in  the  city,  would  seek  rest  and  change, 
with  good  fishing  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  amongst 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  and  romantic  scenery 
in  Scotland,  he  cannot  do  better  than  hie  him  to 
Loch  Maree.  Situated  in  the  very  heart  of  Ross- 
shire,  it  is  surrounded  by  high  and  rugged  moun- 
tams,  clad  with  rock  and  heather,  and  fringed 
round  their  bases  with  natural  woods  of  birch,  oak, 
and  pine,  which  cling  to  the  hillsides  with  a  beauty 
which  man  may  attempt  to  imitate  but  Nature 
only  can  produce.  Red  deer  and  roe  run  wild  upon 
the  mountains,  and  descending  to  the  loch  to  drink 
of  its  cool  waters,  add  life  to  the  picture,  while 
overhead  soars  the  lordly  eagle,  and  the  numerous 
islands  on  the  lake  teem  with  humbler  bird -life. 
There  are  remains  of  ancient  habitation,  too,  to 
satisfy  the  antiquary  or  the  artist,  with  legends  and 
superstitions  galore  for  the  collecting.  On  an  old 
well,  said  to  be  Druidic,  near  Loch  Maree  Hotel, 
an  American  poet  has  amused  himself  by  scribbling 
the  lines :  — 

O  restless  heart  and  fevered  brain. 

Unquiet  and  unstable. 
This  holy  well  of  Loch  Maree 

Is  more  than  idle  fable. 
The  shadows  of  a  humble  will 

And  contrite  heart  are  o'er  it; 
Go  read  it^  legend — "  Trust  in  God  " — 

On  Faith's  white  stones  before  it. 

If  here,  we  say,  tired  humanity  cannot  recuperate^ 
we  fear  that  there  is  little  hope  for  him — he  must 
be  dead  indeed  to  the  charms  and  the  soothing 
influence  of  Nature. 

But  this  is  not  fishing.  In  order  to  reach  Loch 
Maree  the  angler  upon  the  east  coast  must  take 
train  to  Inverness  and  thence  to  Dingwall,  where 
he  will  get,  by  the  railway  running  right  across 
Scotland,  to  the  station  at  Auchnasheen,  from 
which  a  coach  runs  daily  during  summer  to  Gair- 
loch,  on  the  west  coast.  It  is  a  lovely  drive  on  a 
fine  day,  the  first  three  or  four  miles  being  along 
the  side  of  Loch  Chroisg,  with  Fionn  Breinn  rising 
some  3000ft.  above  on  the  right  hand.  The  road 
then  descends  through  the  fine  rocky  pass  of  Glen 
Docherty  to  Kinlochewe,  where  there  is  a  good 
hotel  on  the  river  of  that  name,  which  runs  into 
Loch  Maree  about  a  mile  further  down.  Good 
fishing  is  to  be  obtained  by  staying  here,  but  to 
have  the  best  of  the  loch  the  angler  should  go  on 
to  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  situated  just  opposite  the 
islands  and  about  half-way  down  the  loch.  The 
coach  road  follows  the  side  of  the  loch  all  the  way, 
some  eight  miles  from  Kinlochewe,  and  the  inn 
accommodation  leaves  little  to  be  desired.  There 
are  several  boats  upon  the  loch  belonging  to  the 
hotel,  and  having  breakfasted — a  real  Scotch  break- 
fast, mind  you,  ending  up  with  the  most  delicious 
oat-cakes  and  marmalade — we  will,  with  Hector  for 
gillie,  embark  in  one  of  these  and  put  across  to 
Eilean  Suinn,  the  largest  as  well  as  one  of  the 
nearest  of  the  many  islands  which  here  stud  the 
loch.  Trolling  a  largish  minnow  behind  us  as  we 
go,  we  shall  have  some  chance  of  picking  up  a  big 
trout  by  the  way,  but  "  the  airt  the  wund  is  "  we 
shall  do  best  with  fly  on  the  other  side  of  the 
islands.  So  opines  our  gillie,  and  a  douce  lad  is 
Hector  and  well  up  in  the  ways  of  flsh. 

Well  do  I  recollect,  a  day  upon  the  loch  with  him 
a  couple  of  years  ago.  We  were  two  rods  in  the 
boat  on  that  occasion — my  friend  Dillon,  from  the 
black  country,  and  myself,  and  for  a  wonder  the 
day  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  A  brightish 
day,  with  a  steady  warm  breeze  from  the  west 
blowing  across  the  loch.  Even  the  start  was  pro- 
pitious, for  we  had  scarcely  left  the  landing  place 
more  than  a  hundred  yards  or  two  before  Dillon 
had  a  terrific  tug  at  his  minnow — a  large 
"phantom,"  by  the  way,  which,  as  a  rule,  is  never 
of  much  use  on  Loch  Maree — but  exceptions  prove 
the  rule  they  say,  and  on  this  occasion  they  were 
certainly  right,  for  after  ten  minutes'  capital  fight 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  netting  for  my  friend  a 
really  beautiful  trout  of  over  31b.  in  weight.  We 
had  hardly  got  well  under  weigh  again  before  the 
phantom  had  another  fish,  this  time  of  about  1  lb., 
while  with  the  natural  minnow  I  did  not  get  an 
offer!  We  made  our  way  down  to  the  low  end  of 
Eilean  Rory.  and  then  putting  up  fly  fished  round 
and  through  amongst  the  numerous  small  islets 
lying  to  the  north  of  the  main  Eileans,  down  to  Isle 
Maree,  where  we  landed  to  lunch  beneath  the 
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shelter  of  its  trees,  and  here  Hector  told  us  many 
weird  stories  in  connection  with  the  ancient  burial 
place  upon  the  island — how  the  ghost  of  some 
old  chieftain  often  revisited  the  place,  and  how  he 
(Hector)  had  seen  him  upon  two  separate  occasions. 
The  last  was  one  day  in  the  previous  autumn,  when 
he  and  a  crony  were  returning  rather  late  in  the 
evening  from  Ardlair,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
loch,  where  they  had  been  engaged  in  a  large  deer- 
drive,  or  hare-drive,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and 
where,  after  the  day's  exertions  upon  the  hill,  they 
were  entertained  by  their  employer  to  a  Highland 
supper,  one  of  the  accompaniments  of  which  was 
no  doubt  a  liberal  supply  of  usquebaugh.  The 
latter  was  our  own  conjecture,  viewed  by  the  light 
of  subsequent  events,  for  Hector,  of  course,  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  tell  us  so.  Indeed,  he 
did  not  even,  as  is  so  often  the  way  with  his  more 
southern  representative,  prelude  his  story  with  the 
assertion  that  both  he  and  his  friend  were  absolutely 
sober !  No,  your  Highlander  takes  his  whiskey  like 
a  gentleman,  and  disdains  the  idea  that  he  might 
have  been  affected  by  it.  However,  whether  or  not 
their  imagination  was  stimulated  by  the  "  spirit  of 
their  forefathers,"  the  fact  remains  that  they  had 
come  somewhat  out  of  their  proper  course,  and 
instead  of  passing,  as  they  should  have  done,  under 
the  lee  of  Eilean  Sarbh,  they  found  themselves,  in 
the  fast  gathering  twilight,  between  the  Burying 
Island  and  Suinn.  When  just  in  the  darkest  part 
of  the  channel  they  were  nearly  frightened  out  of 
their  wits  by  the  most  blood-curdUng  screech  from 
amongst  the  trees,  and  the  spirit  of  the  old  chief 
flapped  threateningly  acrossed  their  bows.  Had 
they  pursued  their  course  in  that  direction  dire 
must  have  been  the  results,  and,  as  after  such  a  warn- 
ing they  did  not  care  to  trust  themselves  amongst 
the  maze  of  islands  in  the  dark,  they  wisely  decided 
to  turn  back  (although  they  were  now  more  than 
half-way  home),  and  so  they  spent  the  night  at 
Ardlair,  where  their  return  and  their  account  of 
their  strange  adventure  created  no  small  stir 
amongst  the  companions  they  had  left  more  than 
an  hour  before.  What  their  anxious  wives  and 
relations  said  next  morning  when  with  pale  faces 
and  disordered  locks  they  at  length  reached  home 
Hector  did  not  dwell  upon,  but  no  doubt  their 
woebegone  visages  were  taken  as  ample  proof  of  the 
fright  the  spirit  had  given  them  on  the  previous 
evening.  Hector  will  take  care  never  to  be  near 
that  place  again  at  nightfall,  and  the  heron  or  the 
buzzard  will  roost  there  in  future  in  undisturbed 
security  so  far  as  he  and  his  companions  are 
concerned ! 

But  our  pipes  are  out,  and  the  breeze  still  holds 
good,  so  let  us  get  back  to  the  boat  and  resume 
our  fishing.  In  the  little  bays  and  creeks  about 
the  islands  we  keep  picking  up  trout,  and  abeady 
the  basket,  which  we  share  between  us,  is 
getting  pretty  full.  There,  in  the  shade  of  that 
overhanging  alder,  is  a  nice  trout  rising,  and  casting 
a  Green  Teal  Drake  to  him  he  accepts  oiur  invita- 
tion at  once,  and  after  a  little  dancing  about  comes 
home  with  us  to  dinner,  a  strong,  game  fish  of 
close  upon  a  pound.  And  so  we  go  on,  tUl,  when 
we  take  in  our  flies  and  put  on  a  minnow  again  for 
a  troU  on  our  way  home  across  the  loch,  we  are 
rather  glad  to  lay  down  our  rods  for  awhile  and 
take  an  easy,  for  it  is  hardish  work  standing  up  in 
a  boat  and  casting  all  day  in  the  sun.  We  have 
time  now,  too,  to  light  a  pipe,  and  take  a  look 
round  and  admire  the  fish.  D.'s  "look  round" 
seems  to  concentrate  itself  upon  the  boat,  and 
there,  by  Jove !  if  he  has  not  actually  unearthed  a 
soda-water  bottle,  still  intact,  from  the  luncheon 
basket,  despite  the  raids  made  upon  it  on  the 
island.  Needless  to  say,  its  intactness  is  not  pre- 
served much  longer ;  while  we  proceed  to  split  it 
Hector  takes  his  quaich  undiluted.  Then  he  goes 
on  with  his  rowing,  and  we  lie  back  in  the  stern  of 
the  boat  and  enjoy  the  scene  around  us.  There 
away  to  the  east  end  of  the  loch  rises  Ben  Slioch, 
3200ft.  in  height  or  better,  and  "  as  steep 
as  a  house "  to  all  appearance.  Round  about 
us  sail  the  seagulls,  mewing  their  disapproval  of 
our  intrusion  upon  their  breeding  haunts  —  the 
cries  of  some  of  them  are  really  wonderfully  like  a 
cat ;  and  during  the  day  we  have  seen  several  wild 
geese,  accompanied  by  their  goslings,  for  Loch 
Maree  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  Great  Britain 
where  these  wildest  of  birds  still  continue  to  nest. 
They  are,  of  course,  the  grey-lay  goose,  the  pro- 
genitors of  the  tame  bird  which  provides  us  with 
our  Christmas  dinner,  and  we  should  have  recog- 
nised the  relationship  at  a  glance,  so  like  are  they 


to  their  domestic  relatives ;  their  cackle  is  the 
same,  and  so  is  that  blue  look  about  the  wings, 
and  the  bright  orange  beak.  But  here  we  are  back 
at  the  landing  stage,  and  the  basket  is  found  to 
contain  forty-three  fish  weighing  281b.,  a  very  good 
average  indeed,  and  a  good  take  altogether. 

Trout  on  Loch  Maree  do  not  as  a  rule  average 
more  than  about  half  a  pound,  though  a  big  one 
or  two  are  not  unfrequently  taken,  the  latter 
chie8y  by  trolling.  The  best  flies  in  our  experience 
are  the  teal- drake  wing  with  green  wool  body  and 
black  hackle ;  and  a  dark  brown  mallard  wing 
with  bright  claret-coloured  body  and  hackle,  and 
golden  pheasant  crest  for  a  tail,  with  a  single 
turn  of  silver  wire  over  all.  A  black,  claret 
and  yellow  body,  with  a  full  yellow  tag  of 
wool,  light  mallard  wing,  and  black  and  red  hackle, 
with  two  turns  of  blue  jay  at  the  shoulder 
is  also  good,  as  is,  too,  a  large  Greenwell's  Glory. 
All  flies  should  be  of  a  goodish  size,  the  loch  being 
deep  and  large,  and  with  favourable  weather  trout 
rise  well.  There  are  also,  of  course,  plenty  of  salmon 
and  grilse,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  rise  well  in ,  the 
loch,  though  when  the  fickle  goddess  smiles  upon 
him  the  fortunate  angler  may  occasionally  catch  a 
good  fish  or  even  two  in  a  day.  Sea-trout  are 
numerous,  and  sometimes  yield  fair  sport  when 
you  are  lucky  enough  to  get  amongst  them,  and  ( 


it  is  not  unusual  to  catch  one  or  two  during  a  day's 
trout  fishing.  There  are  also  char  for  those  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  find  them  in  a  taking 
humour,  which,  however,  was  never  the  fate  of 
the  writer. 

In  advising  above  that  the  flies  used  should  be 
fairly  large  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  the 
taclde  should  therefore  be  coarse  also.  Nothing, 
either  on  Loch  Maree  or  any  other  place,  to  my 
mind  militates  so  much  against  sport  as  the  use 
of  too  thick  gut.  In  fishing  a  large  sheet  of  water 
such  as  this  is  it  should  be  fairly  strong  it  is  true, 
but  by  all  means  have  it  as  fine  as  you  can  get  it 
compatible  with  strength,  especially  the  strands 
upon  which  the  flies  themselves  are  tied,  or  in  case 
you  are  using  eyed  hooks  you  attach  to  them. 

And  one  word  more.  If  you  are  wise  and  would 
enjoy  yourself,  do  not  be  beguiled  into  using  too 
heavy  a  rod.  Some  people  may  prefer  one  a  little 
larger,  but  for  myself  1  used  nothing  for  trout, 
either  from  the  boat  or  when  fishing  from  the  bank, 
except  an  lljft.  steel-centre  cane-built  rod  by 
Hardy  Brothers  of  Aln\vick,  and  I  think  I  caught 
as  many  fish  as  other  people.  Certain  I  am  that  I 
enjoyed  my  days  much  more  than  if,  like  some  of 
the  other  gentlemen  stopping  at  the  hotel,  I  had 
gone  forth  each  day  armed  with  what  could  only 
be  described  as  a  species  of  salmon  rod.  No  ;  a 
little  cane-built  rod  is  quite  strong  enough  to  kil,], 


with  discretion,  anything  you  will  get  hold  of;  it 
enables  you  to  use  finer  tackle,  and,  like  a  light 
gun  in  a  long  day's  shooting,  anything  you  may 
possibly  miss  through  the  curtailment  of  range, 
will  be  far  more  than  made  up  by  the  handiness  of 
the  weapon  before  the  day  is  out. 

LicnEN  Geey. 


FEEE  AND  PAYMENT  FISHING 
ON  THE  KENNET. 


The  Holy  Bbook  at  Reading. 

Mb.  Aug.  F.  Dyer,  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle  of 
May  6,  very  courteously  inquired,  through  the 
correspondence  page,  as  to  whether  I  could  "  indi- 
cate the  subterranean  course  through  Reading 
streets  followed  by  the  Holy  Brook  after,  say, 
passing  the  back  of  the  almshouses  in  Castle-street 
till  it  reaches  the  Abbey  Mill,  near  the  gaol  ?  " 
Mr.  Dyer  added :  "  It  has  puzzled  mc,  and  I  dare- 
say many  other  Kennet  and  Thames  fishermen,  for 
many  years ;  but,  judging  by  his  first  article,  I 
think  'A.  C.  B.'  possesses  the  key  to  the  mystery. 
Maps  are  no  good." 

Before  trying  to  clear  up  the  puzzle,  I  feel  that  I 
owe  a  sincere  apology  to  Jlr.  Dyer,  and  the  many 


other  anglers  who,  I  am  sure,  are  interested  in  this 
curious  bit  of  water,  for  so  long  delaying  a  reply. 
I  crave  their  pardon  on  the  following  grounds, 
which  I  think  may  be  allowed  as  a  sufficient  excuse 
for  my  apparent  dilatoriness  : — Firstly,  at  the  time 
Mr.  Dyer's  letter  appeared  I  was  away  from  home, 
trying  to  get  over  a  smart  attack  of  "  flu  "  ;  secondly, 
on  my  return,  I  had  an  accident  to  my  right  eye, 
followed  by  a  badly  strained  right  thumb  while 
unsuccessfully  trying  for  a  big  Kennet  trout ;  and, 
thirdly,  when  1  felt  "fit"  to  answer  your  corre- 
spondent, I  found  myself — with  all  the  local  know- 
ledge with  which  he  so  kindly  credits  me — totally 
unfit !  And  for  why  ?  Mr.  Dyer  gives  the  answer 
in  the  statement  of  a  Uteral  fact — that  "  maps 
are  no  good."  When  I  read  his  letter  I  thought 
the  last-quoted  phrase  a  bit  of  a  reflection  on  the 
Ordnance  Survey,  but  on  turning  up  the  big  sheets 
(or' sections)  of  that  remarkably  costly,  and  usually 
very  remarkably  exact,  production,  I  found  Mr.  D. 
to  be  right.  The  full  scale  map  gives  no  clear  idea 
of  the  "  subterranean  course  "  of  the  Holy  Brook 
through  Reading  town.  All  that  was  left  for  me 
to  do,  therefore,  was  to  make  a  personal  survey, 
and  tliat  proved  no  easy  task — what  with  my  own 
business  engagements  and,  still  more,  the  heavy 
strain  imposed  at  the  time  on  the  worthy  borough 
engineer  and  surveyor  of  Reading  (Mr.  John  Bowen) 
and  his  staff  by  various  matters  of  urgent  municipal 


Plan  of  Kennet  and  Holy  Bbook  at  Reading. 
AAA,  Holy  Brook.    B,  Gray's  Look  Stream.    CCC,  River  Kemiot. 
The  dotted  Hues  show  the  "  subterranean  "  coui'ses  ;  the  black  marks  the  open  water  and  some  of  the  "  dipping  places." 
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mporfcance.  At  last,  however,  the  task  has  been 
accomplished,  and  the  accompanying  sketch  map 
will  give,  at  any  rate,  a  fairly  accurate  (though 
rough)  idea  of  the  course  of  the  Holy  Brook  after 
it  leaves  its  sylvan  surroundings  "up-stream"  to 
wind  its  dark  way  through  the  most  congested 
part  of  the  capital  town  of  the  royal  county  until 
it  rejoins  its  parent  Kennet  at  the  Abbey  Mills. 

Some  day,  perhaps,  the  editor  may  ask  me  to 
write  an  article  on  the  Holy  Brook.  The  subject 
is  an  interesting  one,  but  I  feel  that  this  is  not  the 
place  for  digression,  much  as  I  feel  tempted  to 
dwell  on  the  potentialities  of  that  sweet  little 
strearn  and  eke  on  the  rough  usage  to  which  it 
is  subjected,  and  has  been  for  many  a  year. 

May  I,  however,  conclude  by  expressing  a  hope 
that  Dr.  Turrill,  or  some  other  Oxford  friend  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  will  some  day  prepare  a  sketch 
map  of  the  watercourses  in  and  around  that  classic 
University  city  for  publication,  with  notes  up-to- 
date,  in  this  paper.  It  is  nearly  thirty  years  since 
I  was  at  Oxford  (as  a  student  and  an  angler),  so  that 
my  memory  is  too  rusty  to  undertake  the  task, 
but  in  a  general  way  I  retain  an  impression  of  the 
remarkable  network  of  streams  there  connected  with 
the  main  river.  Very  few  anglers  visit  Oxford,  I 
fear.  I  used  to  have  rattling  good  sport  there  and 
thereabout  as  a  youngster,  and  would  much  like 
up-to-date  details  from  Dr.  Turrill,  Mr.  Mallam,  or 
some  other  local  expert. 

There  is  also  a-very  minor  brook  (or,  rather, 
ditch),  tributary  to  the  Kennet,  running  a  devious 
covered-in  course,  except  at  the  rear  of  part  of 
the  Queen"s-road,  on  the  northern  side,  where  in 
dry  weather  it  is  a  distinct  nuisance  to  the  local 
residents.  The  delineation  of  this  would,  however, 
only  needlessly  complicate  an  already  crowded 
drawing,  from  which  (for  the  sake  of  clearness) 
unimportant  details  are  already  omitted. 

  A.  C.  B. 

HOW  ANGLEES  MAY 
FIND  PEARLS. 


Many  anglers  are  not  aware  that  they  have  a 
chance  of  picking  up  a  Jjearl  now  and  then  in  the 
streams  they  frequent.  Quite  a  number  of  streams 
m  the  North  of  Scotland  are  well  stocked  with 
freshwater  mussels.  These  shellfish  are  found  in 
great  numbers  in  the  Aberdeenshire  Don  and 
Ythan,  as  well  as  in  many  streams  in  Sutherland. 


Tongs  PitopER. 


Tongs  Fixed  to  Shaft  and  Containing  Peael  Mussel 


The  Doon  in  Ayrshire  contains  them  also.  One 
may  be  sure  that  the  water,  where  these  bivalves 
are  found,  is  clean  and  pure  enough  to  support  fish 
of  all  kinds,  as  they  are  very  soon  killed  out  by 
pollution.  They  are  found  in  stream  and  pool 
alike,  but  seem  to  prefer  a  place  where  the  bottom 
IS  a  mixture  of  sand  and  gravel.  Heavy  floods 
often  wash  them  out  and  change  their  settlmg 
place,  so  that  after  a  lise  in  the  river  one  may  pick 
up  a  pearl  mussel  in  any  part  of  the  river  bed 
particularly  after  the  winter  Hoods.  These  mussels 
are  found  set  deeply  into  the  sand  or  small  gravel 
with  about  an  inch  of  one  end  showing  above  it 
This  is  apparently  their  favourite  position.  Some- 
times, however,  they  are  found  wedged  between 
two  stones  or  buried  in  the  sand  or  silt  which  is 
usually  thrown  up  behind  a  stone  in  a  sharp 
stream.  At  other  times,  when  the  river  bottom  is 
muddy  they  are  buried  completely,  and  no  part  of 
the  shell  18  at  all  visible.  A  few  grains  of  sand  or 
fmall  gravel  is  generally  blown  up  on  the  mud 
where  the  mussel  lies,  so  that  one  who  has  seen 
this  trace  once  can  easily  recognise  it  again  and 
take  hold  of  the  shell,  if  the  water  is  not  too 
deep.  Anglers  are  often  able  to  lift  up  these 
shells  by  aid    of  a  landing-net  while  wading  in 


the  streams  and  shallows.    When  the  streams  have 
run  low,  and  the  trout  have  stopped  rising  during 
the  heat  of  the  day,  anglers  are  sometimes  at  a  loss 
how  to  put  in  their  time  pleasantly  until  the  rise 
comes  on  again.  •  They  can  find  amusement  by 
hunting  the  shallows  for  pearl  mussels,  and  will 
often  be  able  to  take  home  a  valuable  souvenir  of 
the  river  they  have  been  visiting.    Pearl  fishing  is 
like  gold  seeking,  and  once  one  has  started  it  and 
experienced  a  little  luck,  it  is  wonderful  how  keen 
one  becomes  in  the  pursuit  of  it.     Even  at  the 
present  time  there  are  several  men  engaged  in 
pearl  fishing  for  a  livelihood  on  some  of  our  Scotch 
streams.    It  is  indeed  very  annoymg  to  find  one  of 
these  men  searching  your  favourite  stream  when 
you  arrive  with  your  rod  and  expect  to  find  rising 
trout  instead.     Anglers  should   then  remember, 
when  pearl  fishing,  not  to  interfere  with  the  sport 
of  others  who  are  angling  beside  them.  These 
professional   pearl   fishers  are  generally  "spoil- 
waters  "  of  the  first  degree,  and  it  is  of  no  use 
fishing  for  trout  in  a  shallow  where  they  have  been 
pearling  until  two  or  three  hours  have  elapsed. 
They  usually  confine  their  operations  to  streams  of 
from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth,  so  that  they  are 
generally  in  the  best  of  fly  fishing  water.  Many 
angling  proprietors  have  forbidden  pearl  fishing  on 
their  waters  for  this  reason.    These  professional 
pearl  fishers  are  clad  in  waterproof  waders,  which 
enable  them  to  enter  the  water  until  it  reaches 
their   armpits.     They  carry  a   water  telescope. 
This  IS  simply  a  tin  box  with  a  glass  bottom,  and 
by  its   aid   one  can  see  the  bottom  distinctly, 
even   when   there   is  a  ripple   on   the  surface. 
On  a  clear  day,  and  when  the  water  is  pure, 
one   can   easily  see   the   shells  at  a  depth  of 
ten  or  twelve  feet  from  a  boat.    They  can  be  lifted 
from  the  bottom  at  this  depth  by  means  of  what  is 
known  as  a  pearling  tongs.    The  tongs  can  easily 
be  made  by  any  country  smith  from  two  flat  pieces 
of  iron  or  steel  about  the  same  shape  as  the  blade 
of  an  ordinary  table  knife.    The  blades  should  be 
about  ten  inches  long  by  one  inch  broad,  and  about 
one-eighth  inch  thick.     They  should  be  welded 
together  at  one  end  and  hammered  into  a  prong, 
and  fixed  into  an  ash  shaft  or  pole.    A  rake  handle 
does  very  well  for  a  shaft.    The  method  of  using 
the  tongs  is  simple.    The  shells  are  generally  found 
standmg  upright  in  the  sand.    The  tongs  are  placed 
over  a  shell  so  that  it  is  gripped  between  the  twin 
blades,  and  a  push  downwards  tightens  the  grip.  A 
turn  or  twist  is  given  to  the  shaft  of  the  tongs  and 
this  loosens  the  shell  in  its 
bed  of  sand  or  gravel,  and 
admits  of  it  being  hfted  out 
clean  by  the  tongs.     If  a 
twist  is  not  given  after  fixing 
the  tongs,  the  shell  may  slip 
from  their  grasp  again  and 
be  left  where  it  was.  Pro- 
fessional pearlers  carry  the 
shells  in  a  canvas  bag,  and 
•when  the  bag  is  full  they 
sit  down  by  the  stream  *and 
empty    the    shells.  When 
doing  this  it  is  advisable  to 
throw  the  open  shells  into 
the  stream  again,  after  they 
...      ,      .    ,         bave  been  searched,  as  they 
stink   abominably   if  left  lying    on   the  bank. 
Generally  speaking,  the  very  old,  black  shells  are 
those  in  which  the  finest  pearls  are  found.  One 
must  not  expect  to  get  a  pearl  in  every  sheU,  nor 
yet  in  every  hundred,  as,  frequently,  a  great  many 
shells  are  opened  before  finding  a  single  specimen. 
Again,  one  may  get  a  pearl  in  the  first  shell  opened, 
as  the  game  is  only  a  lottery  at  the  best.  Deformed 
and  twisted  shells,  and  those  having  a  distinct  ridge 
leadmg   from    the    hinge    to   the  edge,  almost 
invariably  contain   a    pearl  or   pearls.  Badly 
twisted  shells  may  be  opened  without  yieldin<^ 
anything,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  mussel  ofteS 
manages  to  eject  the  pearl  and  live  in  comfort 
afterwards.    A  great  many  pearls  wQl  be  found 
which  are  brown  or  dirty  yellow  in  colour,  and 
which  have  not  yet  attained  the  beautiful  nacreous 
coatmg.    Those  are  worthless  except  as  curiosities 
and  not  worth  setting.    Occasionally,  however,  a 
real  gem  is  found.    One  of  the  pearls  in  the  old 
Sc_ottish  Crown  came  from  the  River  Ythan  in 
Aberdeenshire.    Last  summer,  when  the  rivers  ran 
so  low  owing  to  the  drought,  pearl  fishing  was 
carried  on  freely  on  many  rivers,  and  various  pools 
were  fishable  that  had  not  been  searched  for  many 
years.    A  pearl  fisher  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Don 


got  a  beauty  which  brought  him  £47,  and  a  smaller 
one  which  fetched  £14.  Both  were  resold  at  much 
higher  figures  shortly  afterwards. 

Black-Beetle. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  jiost  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genekal  Remarks.— The  coarse  fish- 
ing season  opened  yesterday  (Friday),  but  it  is  too 
eai  jy  to  indicate  the  quality  of  sport.  The  river, 
m  the  lower  reaches,  was  still  considerably  dis- 
coloured by  the  recent  rains,  but  the  effect  was 
showing  decided  signs  of  passing  away,  and  during 
the  coming  week  some  good  sport  will  undoubtedly 
be  had.  I  should  be  glad  if  any  angler  who  has  a 
good  day  s  sport  would  kindly  send  me  the  par- 
ticulars.^ "care  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
&a2e«e.  Since  my  last  report  a  nice  trout  of 
/lb.  3oz.  has  been  caught  at  Pangbourne,  and 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  had  one  of  3Jglb.  at  Sonning. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Hampton  District  Council  on 
luesday  night,  the  chairman  lead  five  letters  from 
influential  residents,  including  Mr.  Foster  Knowles 
and  Mr.  Clayton,  urjing  the  council  to  take  steps 
to  prevent  the  continued  pollution  of  the  River 
Thames  by  the  discharge  of  oil  from  the  water- 
works. The  chairman  spoke  strongly  upon  the 
subject,  and  after  producing  a  filthy  black  sample 
of  water  and  oil  taken  that  day  near  the  Ferry, 
u  ™rSu®^'  ^""^  ^'^^  unanimou-:ly  adopted,  that 
the  Thames  Conservancy  be  called  upon  to  take 
immediate  action  in  the  matter.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Two  small  trout  have  been 
caught  since  my  last  report.  The  recent  rains  have 
put  a  lot  of  colour  in  the  water,  which,  however,  is 
clearing  nicely,  and  will  be  in  grand  order  for  the 
coarse  fishing,  which  opened  on  Friday.  Some  good 
chub  and  barbel  have  been  seen  about.— Stanley 
Mead. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  A  good 
number  of  anglers  spent  their  Whitsuntide  holiday 
on  this  stream,  but  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  it 
might  have  been  owing  to  its  coming  a  little  later 
this  year,  nevertheless  a  few  decent  trout  have  been 
killed.  Mr.  Crowdey  three  brace,  Mr.  Bartrim  three 
brace,  Mr.  Richards  two  and  a  half  brace,  Mr.  R. 
Barker  three  brace  including  some  3  and  3J- 
pounders,  and  several  other  good  catches  too 
numerous  to  mention.  The  water  is  getting  very 
bright,  but  some  fine  fish  can  be  taken  in  the  even- 
ings with  Ogden's  Park  Alders  and  Cinnamon 
feedges,  if  you  stop  late  enough. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth  (ParninghBrn,  etc.).— By  this  time  the 
May  Fly  rise  will  be  practically  over  on  this  river. 
The  trout  were  getting  tired  of  it,  even  on  the  12th 
I  saw  many  of  the  flies  float  over  the  noses  of  trout 
unnoticed,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  caught  the  fish 
with  my  small  fly  soon  after.  The  Coachman  was  Brst 
favourite  with  me,  all  others  failing  while  this  secured 
eight  or  nine  trout,  one  a  good  fish,  the  rest  small. 
I  returned  them  all  as  the  water  I  was  fishing  has 
not  many  left.  My  friend  took  a  great  variety  of 
fish,  including  rudd,  trout,  roach,  and  chub.  I  had 
never  heard  of  rudd  or  chub  in  the  Darenth,  but  am 
quite  certain  as  to  the  species,  as  I  examined  them 
carefully.  I  had  a  few  roach  also.  We  were  fishing 
just  below  the  Lion  water,  and  I  noted  some  nice 
fish  rising  in  that  stretch,  and  saw  an  angler  who 
had  taken  three  trout,  with  a  fly,  which  he  showed 
me,  and  which  resembled  the  Hare's  Ear.  Prospects 
should  be  good  as  the  river  is  fining  down.  It  was 
far  too  high  for  good  sport  on  Monday. —  Paul 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Although  some 
good  showers  have  fallen  during  the  past  week  the 
strea,m  has  not  increased  very  mucn  in  volume, 
and  it  continues  to  be  very  fine.  Very  cold  winds' 
tuo,  have  militated  against  anything  like  good 
sport.  Wednesday,  June  14,  was  the  best  day  for 
the  holidays,  and  on  Whit  Monday  and  Tuesday 
little  was  done  in  the  lower  waters. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).— Some 
nice  evening  fishing  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  Angling 
Association  water  between  Brigham  and  Marron, 
trout  from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb.  having  been  taken,  the  rise  on 
most  evenings  having  lasted  from  nine  till  half-past 
eleven.  The  rivers  are  very  low,  and  sea  trout  are 
cnmiog  up  very  slowly.  Poor  reports  come  from 
the  lakes,  Basaenthwaite  alpne  having  done  well. — 
Black  Tom  o'  the  ISJokth. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Carey  is  still  very 
low,  and  very  few  rods  have  been  on  the  stream. 
On  the  Exe  the  first  catch  of  the  whitebait  was 
presented  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city  by  Mr.  Dixon. 
Chudleigh  Cricket  Club  is  in  debt,  but  Lord  Chfi'ord 
has  made  a  rather  novel  move  whereby  the  incubus 
may  be  removed.    His  lordship  has  placed  the 
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right  of  fishing  in  the  middle  pond  at  Ugbrooke 
with  the  cricket  club,  and  the  proceeds  will,  of 
course,  be  devoted  to  the  fund  for  extinguishing 
the  debt.  It  is  laid  down  in  a  few  words  that 
no  one  is  to  trespass  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
pond ;  that  no  paper  or  refuse  is  to  be  left  on 
the  grounds  ;  no  dogs  to  be  admitted  ;  and  that  no 
damage  is  to  be  done  to  the  trees  or  bushes.  If 
either  of  the  rules  is  broken  the  ticket  will  be 
forfeited.  We  have  no  doubt  that  his  lordship's 
generosity  will  be  appreciated  and  that  the  utmost 
decorum  will  be  observed  by  followers  of  Izaak 
Walton. — DEVONiAisr. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  rain  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  enable  the  salmon  to  ascend  the 
higher  weirs  of  the  river,  but  one  or  two  have  been 
taken,  and  in  the  early  evenings  trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  Blue  Upright,  Yellow  Dun,  Stone 
Fly,  and  Spinner.  In  the  evenings  a  nice  lot  of 
bass  are  being  caught  after  dark,  and  in  twenty 
minutes  a  Mr.  Bastin,  a  local  angler,  caught  sixteen. 
Mullet  are  plentiful  in  the  dock,  but  no  one  can 
catch  them.  Some  good  catches  of  bass  and  pollack 
are  being  made  at  TTeignmouth  and  near  Sheldon 
Bridge,  but  the  sea-weed  is  very  troublesome  and 
partially  spoils  sport. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (Nortli  Wales). — There  has  been 
very  little  change  in  the  weather  since  I  sent  in  my 
last  report.  The  streams  feeding  the  lake  have 
dried  up,  the  ground  is  half-baked,  nothing  is  grow- 
ing. Heavy  rain  is  much  needed  both  by  the  farmer 
and  the  fisherman.  No  heavy  creels  have  been 
made,  but  several  baskets  of  three  or  four  brace 
have  been  made  daily.*  The  fish  are  in  splendid 
condition,  especially  the  rainbows. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  running  in 
good  condition,  and  sport  with  dace  and  trout 
ought  to  be  met  with  this  week.  Angling  for  dace 
began  on  June  16,  and  good  bottom  baits  for  these 
fish  should  be  caddis  grubs,  bloodworms,  and  gentles. 
A  trout  of  3Jlb.  has  been  caught  by  Mr.  A.  Broim 
in  the  Hertford  waters  of  the  Lea,  but  sport  with 
these  fish  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  on  the 
Beane  and  Mimram.  Another  fine  trout,  estimated 
to  scale  between  81b.  and  91b.,  has  been  found  dead 
in  the  Lea  at  Hertford.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  by  a  water  wheel. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster;.  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  rather  low,  but  have 
improved  this  week  owing  to  the  falls  of  rain  which 
have  greatly  refreshed  the  rivers.  A  fair  number 
of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  a  few  fish  landed. 
Prospects  for  next  week  good. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — The  ideal  weather  we 
had  here  on  Bank  Holiday,  not  a  drop  of  rain 
having  fallen,  and,  moreover,  a  bright  sunny  day, 
with  plenty  of  attractions.  It  seems  to  have 
carried  many  of  our  anglers  from  their  usual  haunts, 
and,  although  some  could  not  on  any  accoimt  leave 
their  favourite  pastime,  the  sport  was  very  meagre. 
On  Tuesday  there  was  a  nice  rain,  and  if  the  river 
now  settles  down  to  a  good  colour,  and  we  get  no 
unfavourable  winds,  everything  looks  first-rate  for 
the  opening  of  the  season.  There  is  evidence  of 
the  river  being  teeming  with  tench,  chub,  perch, 
roach,  and  ;daoe. — E.  A.  S. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  want  some  water  badly, 
the  Uttle  rain  that  we  had  was  soon  soaked  up, 
but  nevertheless  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken.  The  peal  do  not  seem  to  be  going 
well,  people  living  on  the  river  have  had  but  very 
poor  sport  as  yet.  We  are  hoping  for  more  rain. — 
William  Heabder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb.). — From  a  general  holiday  point  of  view  the 
weather  throughout  Whitsuntide  was  all  that  could 
be  wished  for,  and  in  this  neighbourhood  the  sim 
ehone  out  gloriously  each  day,  and  the  extreme  heat 
was  agreeably  tempered  with  a  cool  breeze  from  the 
north-west,  which  unfortunately  from  an  angler's 
standpoint  was  one  of  the  drawbacks  for  good  sport, 
and  another  hindrance  was  the  low  and  bright  state 
of  all  these  rivers.  At  the  time  of  writing  (  Wednes- 
day night)  rain  is  falling  heavily,  and  as  the  wind  is 
in  the  east  we  might  have — at  last — a  few  days  of 
it. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicbester  Canal. — 
With  the  variable  weather  of  the  week  sport  among 
the  trout  has  been  poor.  Streams  and  rivers  are 
high,  and  somewhat  clouded.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  j  in  good  order  but  weedy,  and  for 
some  time  bait  catching  and  night  lining  for  eels 
has  been  carried  on.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is 
a  host  of  anglers  trying  their  luck — no  notice  is 
taken,  but  the  water  is  teeming  with  fish  of  all 
kinds,  auguring  well  for  the  opening  on  Friday. 
The  harbour  devotees  have  taken  a  few  smelt,  bass, 
and  flatfish,  but  warmer  and  more  settled  weather 
is  needed  ere  bass  are  up  in  quantities. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  the  Ludlow 
district  is  running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in 
good  order  [for  fishing.   Rain  has  been  had,  which 


CONTENTS. 

^.J5. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    415 

The  Late  Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Salmon  Fishing 


in  Norway   415 

May  Fly  Fishing  in  Herefordshire  (illus. )       ...  415 

Pike  Spinning  Tackle   ,    416 

Glen  Lough  and  the  Lackagh  River  (illus.)   ...  417 

Back  to  the  River   417 

Loch  Maree    418 

Free  and  Payment  Fishing  on  the Kennet  (illus.)  419 

How  Anglers  May  Find  Pearls  (illus.)    420 

Notes  from  the  North   425 


has  refreshed  the  water.  A  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  some  fair  fish  have  been  landed 
with  fly.  Minnow  fishing  Ln  the  early  morning  and 
late  in  the  evening  has  accounted  for  some  large 
fish.  Fishing  in  the  water  near  Ashford  some  fair 
sized  trout  were  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week.  On 
Monday  six  trout  were  landed  with  worm.  In  the 
water  near  Staunton  trout  over  1  lb.  weight  have 
been  caught  with  fly.  Prospects  for  sport  good 
next  week. — -S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — Water  in  good  order  in  this 
part,  and  good  sport  is  anticipated. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Silvers. — The  drought  has  put  most  of  our  rivers 
in  a  filthy  condition,  the  flannel  weed  is  a  nuisance 
to  angling.  However,  some  nice  takes  of  trout 
have  been  killed  with  up  stream  worm  fishing.  The 
Coquet  is  very  low  and  clear,  fishing  very  poor, 
small  baskets  with  one  exception.  A  person  fishing 
the  natural  fly  killed  eighteen  good  trout.  Mr. 
Boyle  and  Mr.  Curry,  fishing  the  Glen,  met  with  a 
good  day's  sport,  ten  and  fifteen  trout,  all  fly.  The 
sparlin  are  affording  good  sport  on  the  Tyne  at 
Newburn,  baskets  from  a  few  pounds  to  two  stones' 
weight.  Whittle  Dene  is  fishing  well,  several  good 
baskets  have  been  killed  with  grub  and  minnow. 
Mr.  Kent  and  friend  killed  eleven  good  fish  all 
about  1  lb.  each.  The  members  of  the  Seaton  Burn 
and  Dinnington  Colliery  Angling  Club  to  the  number 
of  sixty  held  their  annual  competition  on  June  10  in 
the  River  TiU  at  Chatton.  The  sum  of  £20  was 
given  in  prizes,  for  which  forty-seven  members 
qualified.  Mr.  E.  Hodgson  won  the  first  prize  with 
31b.  4oz.,  Mr.  G.  Corby  second,  with  21b.  9oz.,  Mr. 
J.  Chapman,  jun.,  third,  with  lib.  15oz.  The 
arrangements  were  ably  carried  out  by  the  officials, 
with  Mr.  F.  Barras  as  secretary. — Hy.  A.  Murton, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
are  at  present  very  low,  but  there  has  been  some 
very  good  baskets  of  trout  caught  during  the  last 
week.  Mr.  H.  Evan  on  Monday  (June  12)  on  the 
Association  water,  caught  a  nice  basket,  weighing 
51b.  Dr.  Edwards,  fishing  on  the  Cilieny  with  the 
fly,  caught  4ilb.,  nearly  all  with  the  March  Brown. 
Several  other  good  baskets  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly  in  the  evening. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  recent  raip  had  very  little 
effect  upon  the  river,  which  remains  very  low  and 
clear,  and  salmon  angling  is  practically  at  a  stand- 
still. During  the  week  Major  Trevor  landed  a 
20-pounder  in  the  Whibbs;  the  Rev.  W.  Hughes, 
one,  151b.,  in  the  Rock  pool;  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies, 
one,  121b.,  in  the  Road  pool.  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  for 
the  second  day  in  succession,  got  broke  in  a  fish 
after  playing  it  for  about  an  hour,  while  Major 
Trevor  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  fish  in  the 
Crows  just  as  his  attendant  was  about  to  gaff  it. 
Mr.  Charles  Morgan,  Llantrissent,  has  been  killing 
some  big  trout  in  the  evenings  with  the  fly,  most  of 
them  weighing  over]  a  pound.  There  was  a  large 
number  of  anglers  on  the  river  on  Whit  Monday, 
but  they  met  with  very  little  sport. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — The  lake  is  in  good 
order  after  the  recent  rains,  and,  as  it  has  been 
restocked  during  the  close  season,  promises  well  for 
June  16.— H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  yet  very  low  and  clear,  as  the  few  showers  of 
rain  we  have  had  has  not  altered  the  rivers  in  the 
least,  and  it  is  very  needful  to  use  fine  tackle  to 
catch  a  brace  or  two  of  trout,  especially  in  the 
Wye.  A  great  many  anglers  have  been  out  on 
both  rivers,  but  very  few  fish  have  been  taken  at 
present,  the  best  baskets  I  hear  of  only  ranging 
from  two  to  five  brace,  either  from  the  Wye  or 
Derwent.  Mr.  J.  Clay,  fishing  the  latter  river 
on  several  occasions,  secured  a  brace  or  two 
each  time;  also  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing 
in  the  Matlock  Dale  portion  of  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  landed 
two  or  three  brace  of  nice  trout ;  Mr,  White  one 
fish  taken  with  the  minnow.  The  weather  has  been 
too  cold  for  fly  fishing,  and  very  few  May  Flies  have 


corae  out  as  yet.  There  appears  to  be  an  agreeable 
change  in  the  weather  now,  being  much  warmer, 
but  we  want  rain  badly.  There  is  a  very  good 
batch  of  the  Yellow  Dun  Fly  out  of  an  evening, 
and  fish  rise  well  for  a  short  time.  We  may  now 
turn  our!  attention  to  the  grayling  as  well  as  the 
trout,  which  will  help  to  swell  the  basket  a  little. 
Useful  flies :  May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Apple 
Green,  Yellow  Sally,  Turkey  Brown,  Golden  Palmer, 
and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — With  little  rain  falling  during  this 
and  last  month  in  the  valleys  or  in  the  watersheds 
of  the  Yore  and  Wharfe,  many  of  the  brooks  on  the 
moors  are  all  but  dried  up,  and  with  little  prospects 
of  the  much  needed  downpour  agriculturists  are 
becoming  alarmed  at  the  apparent  poorness  of  the 
grass  crops.  I  never  saw  our  rivers  lower  than  at 
the  present,  consequently  the  trout  take  a  lot  of 
catching.  I  stalked  eleven  on  Bank  Holiday  with 
fly  and  minnow,  but  every  fish  had  to  be  worked 
for.  Despite  the  poor  prospects,  a  large  number 
of  anglers  turned  out  on  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers,  and  the  free  waters  have  been  well 
patronised,  sport  on  the  whole  however  has  been 
very  poor.  I  met  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Sheffield,  on  the 
Yore  with  some  friends;  this  well-known  bottom 
fisherman  had  a  good  bag,  caught  with  the  gentle, 
and  I  hear  of  some  good  bags  being  made  on  the 
Codbeck,  at  Thirsk.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Aire  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
made  with  the  Stone  Fly  and  worm  fished  up- 
stream, but  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  rivers 
sport  has  been  decidedly  bad  owing  to  the  dirty 
condition  of  the  rivers.  There  is  but  little  flow 
of  water,  and  the  river  beds  are  covered  with 
weed  and  moss.  Many  of  the  pools  are  almost 
stagnant,  and  on  these  stretches  a  few  decent  fish 
have  been  taken  with  the  dry  fly.  Eels  are 
beginning  to  run,  and  this  class  of  fishing  has  been 
well  patronised  by  the  bottom  fishers.  The  Stone 
Fly  is  nearly  over  now,  but  the  Green  Drake  is 
well  on,  and  a  few  fish  are  being  taken  with  the 
artificials.  In  the  evenings  there  have  been  some 
good  rises,  and  the  Alder  and  Brown  Owl  have 
accounted  for  some  good  fish.  Several  large  parties 
made  for  the  Corporation  Waterworks  reservoirs  at 
Fewston  and  Swinstey,  and  though  the  water  there 
is  very  low  and  clear,  sport  ruled  much  better 
than  on  the  rivers.  Mr.  Bazley  had  a  good 
basket  of  trout  ranging  up  to  about  IJlb.,  and 
Mr.  Haley  also  met  with  fair  success,  creeling 
five  good  trout  and  a  golden  tench  weighing 
a  little  over  1  lb.  Those  anglers  who  were  able 
to  stay  for  tlie  night  fishing  found  the  bustards 
were  being  well  taken,  and,  as  usual,  large  fish  were 
in  the  majority.  The  prospects  for  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  season  on  June  16,  at  the  time'  of 
writing,  are  not  bright,  and  without  rain  I  do  not 
expect"  to  hear  of  many  good  takes,  though  in  all 
the  suitable  stretches  there  i?  a  good  head  of  fish. 
A  cast  of  small  Midge  Flies  should  be  answerable 
for  a  few  good  fish  in  the  evenings  during  the  next 
week. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  June  7  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  four  dozen  trout,  131b. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield, 
Nottingham,  five  dozen,  201b.  On  the  8th  Mr. 
Watson,  Dundee,  twenty-seven  trout,  81b.  On  the 
9th  Messrs.  Hoffam  and  Farley,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifty,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  on 
Loch  UrigUl,  five  dozen,  191b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Hewitt, 
on  the  same  loch,  four  dozen,  131b.  On  the  10th 
Mr.  Stanfield,  three  and  a  half  dozen,  121b. ;  Messrs. 
Hodgson  and  Falconer,  London,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-two  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on 
same  loch,  twenty,  91b. ;  Captain  Watson,  Hawick, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-eight,  13ilb.  ;  and  Messrs. 
Farley  and  Hoffam,  on  Loci  Boarlan,  a  basket  of 
101b.— B. 

Beauly  and  Conon.  —  The  exceptionally  dry 
weather  of  the  past  week  has  made  the  Beauly 
river  lower  than  it  has  been  since  the  opening  of 
the  angling  season.  The  consequence  was  that  very 
poor  sport  was  obtained,  the  water  being  so  low 
on  June  8,  9,  and  10  that  no  anglers  ventured  out, 
preferring  to  wait  until  rain  improved  the  prospects. 
Fishing  from  his  headquarters,  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel,  on  June  5,  Mr.  Pilkington,  lessee  of  the 
home  beat,  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  ;  on  June  6, 
one  of  91b. ;  and  on  June  7,  one  of  8Jlb.  No  fish 
have  yet  passed  the  falls,  while  only  about  twenty 
salmon  and  grilse  were  taken  in  the  nets  on  J une  7 
and  10,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  being  the  only 
days  on  which  the  nets  are  used.  In  the  tidal 
waters  very  few  sea-trout  were  landed — only  on  two 
days  were  baskets  of  any  consequence  landed.  On 
the  Conon  only  one  salmon  of  81b.  was  landed,  the 
net  fishers  also  having  very  poor  returns.  Altliough 
the  hill  lochs  are  also  low  there  was  generally  a 
ruffle  on  the  waters,  and  nice  baskets  were  had  on 
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the  Braulen  lochs  and  in  the  Cannioh  district  of 
Strathglass.  On  Loch  Achanalt  the  sport  was 
poor,  but  on  Lochs  Luichart  and  Garve  several  nice 
baskets  were  creeled.  These  lochs  are  being  more 
extensively  fished,  the  beautiful  weather  bringing 
an  influx  of  tourists  to  Strathpefler  and  Garve. 
Traces  of  otters  are  discernible  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Beauly. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  —  In  the  Langholm 
water  [Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  creeled  four  sea-trout, 
Ulb.  to  2^1b.  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  of  Langholm,  had  a 
yellow  trout  of  21b.,  and  at  another  fishing  a 
basket  of  three  dozen  yellow  trout.  In  the 
Double  water  three  sea-trout  have  been  caught 
and  some  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Fishing  in 
the  Langholm  water  Messrs.  J.  Harkness  and  D. 
Jeffries  had  each  a  sea  trout,  and  Mr.  W.  Whitfield 
a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout;  in  the  Liddle 
water,  Mr.  Whitfield  creeled  121b.,  Messrs.  W. 
Carruthers  and  J.  Storey  171b.,  Mr.  Walker 
Sib.,  while  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  had  a  good  basket 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Hermitage.  The 
Solway  has  had  a  fair  run  of  sea  trout  during 
the  last  ten  days,  and  some  summer  salmon  have 
been  caught  of  medium  weight.  Fishing  in  the 
Canonbie  water  Mr.  Roberts,  Nelson,  caught  a 
salmon  of  71b.,  a  sea- trout  and  some  yellow  trout. 
In  the  Cauldron  pool  Mr.  David  Little  killed  a 
salmon  of  close  on  121b.,  while  Mr.  D.  Taylor  and 
three  other  rods  had  eighty-six  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  At  Langholm,  at  a  night 
fishing,  Mr.  W.  Jackson  caught  three  sea-trout,  and 
at  Glenfirra  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne,  Langholm,  had  six 
sea-trout  up  to  2^1b.,  and  at  another  fishing  had 
one  of  lilb.  Mr.  L.  Elliot  had  a  basket  of  three 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes  water,  and  Mr.  A. 
Thompson  a  fea-trout  of  l|lb.  in  Langholm 
water,  while  Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  Langholm,  had 
two  sea-trout  near  Skippers  Bridge.  Mr.  A. 
McMillan,  of  Langholnn,  caught  two  sea-trout  at 
an  evening  fishing.  In  the  Canonbie  water,  Mr. 
Macaulay  Armstrong  caught  two  sea-trout  in  the 
Double  water,  Mr.  D.  Murray  two  sea-trout,  Mr. 
David  Armstrong  two  f^a-trout  and  a  small 
salmon.  Mr.  D.  Steel  had  a  sea-trout  in  Canonbie 
water,  and  in  the  reserved  water  Mr.  D.  McAdam 
two  sea-trout  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout.  In  the 
Canonbie  water  Messrs.  J.  Armstrong.  Greenburn 
J.  Scott,  D.  Anderson,  S.  McKune,  and  others  have 
done  fairly  well. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Weather 
very  dry  and  scoiching.  Water  low,  and  good 
snoit  impcssible.  On  June  7  Mr.  Baxter,  Fearn 
House,  had  a  71b.  salmon  on  Gruinard's  water,  and 
Mr.  Sanderson  two  of  1  lib.  and  81b.  on  Glenc'alvie 
water.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Copeland  got  an  8-pounder, 
and  Messrs.  Sande'son,  Glencalvie,  and  Littlejohn' 
Invercharron,  a  lOIb.  salmon  each.  Since  then  no' 
sport. — B. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland),— On  June  5, 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  River  Inver,  twelve  trout,  81b. ;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  fourteen,  61b.  ;  Messrs. 
Beach  and  Ramsden,  on  Loch  Assynt,  twenty-eight, 
llilb.  On  June  6,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe' 
forty,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Mid  Afsynt,  twelve,  S^lb! 
On  June  7,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  seventeen, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on  River  Inver,  eight  trout,  41b., 
and  one  salmon,  121b.  On  June  8,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
West  Assynt,  twelve  trout,  101b.  (heaviest.  4ilb.); 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins', 
on  Loch  Assynt,  nine,  3|lb.  On  June  9,  Mr.  Thom- 
.«on,  on  West  Assynt,  ten,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on 
Loch  Awe,  nine,  41b.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  fourteen,  81b. — W.  Wallace. 

loch  Doon  (Ayrshire,  N.B.).— This  loch  is  now 
m  good  condition  for  angling.  Several  good  baskets 
have  been  got  during  the  last  fortnight.  Out  from 
Eglinton  Hotel  on  June  12,  Mr.  Smith  had  twenty- 
four  trout ;  Messrs.  McGill  and  Kevan,  thirty-eight 
trout;  on  June  13,  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Irvine, 
twenty-four  trout. — Jos.  Macdonald. 

I-ocbinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— Weather  very  dry 
and  waters  very  low,  but  good  takes  of  trout  being 
got.  Salmon  plentiful  in  the  estuaries,  waiting  for 
tpate. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Sunny,  cloudless  skies 
and  hard  south-easterly  winds  have  brought  angling 
almost  to  a  standstill  here.  There  is  not  a  catch 
during  the  past  week  worthy  of  note,  two  or  three 
trout  being  the  best.  On  Tuesday  (June  13)  the 
Waveiley  Club  from  Edinburgh  had  fair  sport. 
Nine  rods  competed,  and  captured  twenty-four 
trout  which  weighed  211b.  The  three  first  prize 
winners  were:  First,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibb,  six  trout, 
(ilb.  lloz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  D.  Niven,  four  trout, 
31b.  15oz.;  third,  Mr.  A.  Brown,  21b.  3oz.  The 
heaviest  trout  weighed  1  lb.  1  loz.  Until  we  get 
two  or  three  days'  rainfall  there  is  little  hope  of  fair 
creels  being  got.  The  loch  has  never  been  so  uni- 
formly low  as  this  season  in  the  experience  of  the 
association,  and  the  water  at  present  is  far  too 
clear. — Robt.  B.  Laino. 


Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— On  June  5, 
Messrs.  McKay  and  McGregor,  Foyers,  twenty-eight 
trout,  lOJlb.  On  June  8,  Messrs.  McGregor  and 
Fraser,  Foyers,  twenty-five,  121b.  On  June  9,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Logan.  Petersfield,  Hants,  one  salmon.  11  lb. ; 
Mr.  Harold  Thomas,  Sheffield,  ten  trout,  3|lb.  On 
June  10,  Mr.  Harold  Thomas,  seventeen,  Clb. ;  Mr, 
R.  M.  Logan,  three,  l|lb.  On  June  12,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Logan,  two  salmon,  101b.  and  81b.;  Mr.  Harold 
Thomas,  twelve  trout,  3^1b.  On  June  13,  Mr, 
Harold  Thomas,  one  salmon,  91b. — S.  Tilston. 

loch  Kannoch  (Loch  Rannoch  Hotel).— On 
June  9,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  of  Manchester,  had 
a  fine  basket  of  trout,  one  fine  specimen  of  ferox 
in  splendid  condition,  and  weighing  1 1  Jib. ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Wilson,  of  Edinburgh,  seven  trout;  Messrs 
Malcolm  and  Smith,  of  Lasawade,  nine  ;  Mr.  Bankart 
seven  ;  Dr.  MacGregor,  of  Huddersfield,  and  Mr^ 
McKellat,  of  Perth,  eight;  Mr.  Stavert,  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Mr.  M.  Jameson,  of  Perth,  eleven  ;  and 
Mr.  Knowles,  twenty-three.  On  June  10,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Wilson,  fifteen  ;  Dr.  MacGregor,  seven  (heaviest 
over  lib.);  Mr.  Roberts,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Gill,  of 
London,  eight;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  nine;  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  T.  Greig,  fifteen ;  and  Rev.  Mr 
Allen,  of  London,  six.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Malcolm 
and  Miss  Pye,  six;  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  nine;  Dr. 
MacGregor,  seven ;  Messrs.  Stavert  and  Jameson, 
twenty-lour;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  sixteeti  (one 
weighing  IJlb.) ;  Mr  Wright,  six;  Mr.  Bankart. 
fishing  on  the  river,  six ;  Messrs.  Knowles  and 
Roberts,  nineteen. — G.  G. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairp,  N.B.).- 
The  following  sport  has  been  got  since  last  report . 
On  June  6,  Col  and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  fifteen 
trout,  averaging  |lb.  each,  besides  ferox  of  7|lb.; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson,  Scarborough,  had  three 
dozen,  15|lb.;  and  Mr.  Leake,  King's  Lynn,  three 
dozen,  101b.,  besides  a  ferox  of  G^lb.  On  the  7th, 
Mr.  LeaUe  caught  twenty-five  trout,  two  heaviest 
2|lb.  and  5 Jib.,  the  whola  14  Jib.  ;  Col.  and  Miss 
Dixon,  twenty -one,  7  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson, 
seventeen,  S^lb.  On  8th,  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson, 
thirteen,  111b.  (heaviest,  5Jlb.) ;  Col.  and  Miss 
Dixon,  forty,  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Leake,  twenty-six, 
81b.  On  9th,  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott, 
Carlisle,  twenty- one.  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson, 
two  dozen,  8Jlb.  ;  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  twenty- 
seven,  91b  ,  besides  a  jerox  of  5  Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Leake, 
forty,  121b.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  baskets 
were  up  to  201b. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgr,  N.B.). 
The  trout  caught  here  average  heavy  weights.  The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  baskets : — On.lune  7,  Mr. 
Wood,  Hoylake,  Birkenhead,  on  Lower  Chain  Loch, 
fourteen  trout,  131b.;  and  Mr.  Harding,  on  Mid 
Chain,  three,  'il\h.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Kent,  on  Tarbet  water,  three,  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  sen.,  on  Loch  An-Uidhe,  sixteen,  14Jlb. 
Good  all-round  sport  just  now. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Mr.  Edward  Buxton, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  has  made  the  following 
catches:  On  Jtme  7,  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  on 
the  8th  three,  weighing  121b.,  121b.,  and  131b  — 
W.  T.  Beown. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  of  the  Solway 
area  remain  unchanged  from  that  of  last  week. 
There  is  a  fine  shtfw  of  sea-trout  in  the  nets  of  the 
firth  this  week.  The  only  chance  of  a  sea-trout  is 
with  the  night  fly,  and  several  fine  ones  have  been 
taken  in  the  middle  stretches  of  the  rivers.  If  the 
present  dry  weather  over  the  south  of  Scotland  con- 
tinues there  is  likely  to  be  an  earlier  show  of  herling 
this  season.  Yellow  trout  are  in  the  best  of  order  now 
and  some  good  sport  is  being  had  on  Loch  Doon.  The 
following  are  the  reports  from  the  different  rivers  : — 
The  Annan. — On  account  of  the  low  state  of  this 
river  httle  or  no  sport  has  been  obtained  since  last 
report.  Several  sea-trout  have  been  hooked  in  the 
lower  stretches  with  the  night  fly.  The  upper 
streams,  near  Moffat,  are  too  low,  and  no  sport  is 
likely  to  be  had  until  after  a  flood.  The  Dumfries 
NiTH  is  dead  low,  and  nothing  is  doing  in  the 
waters  near  the  town.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
Association  stretch  below  Thornhill  an  odd  sea- 
trout  only  has  been  caught.  An  angler  had  a  couple 
of  sea-trout  with  night  fly  in  the  Cowhill  Tower 
water  the  other  night,  and  some  small  creels  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  clear  water 
worm.  The  Cluden  and  Cairn  are  too  low  for  sport. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Nothing  is 
doing  in  the  rivers,  which  stand  in  much  need  of  a 
rousing  spate.  On  the  lochs  some  fair  baskets  have 
been  had  among  yellow  trout.  On  Monday  Mr.  A. 
Newall,  Dalbeattie,  fishing  a  local  loch  of  this 
district,  had  four  large  pike  and  eighteen  perch. 
The  lessees  of  ajnumber  of  the  beats  in  the  Stewartry 
rivers  have  had  indifferent  sport  of  late  on  account 
of  the  unfavourable  weather  and  low  waters.  The 
Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — Anglers  are  getting 
some  fair  sport  on  the  loch  at  Dalmellington.  On 
June  7,  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Marshall  had  twenty 
fine  yellow  trout.     Several  anglers  out  from  the 


Eglmton  Hotel  have  also  had  sport.  Various  others 
staying  at  Mr.  Macdonald's  hotel  had  pretty  good 
sport.  Since  the  night  poaching  has  been  put  down 
on  Loch  Doon,  the  angling  has  greatly  improved.— 
Heatherbell.  a       j  f 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  CLairg,  N.B.).— The 
lollowmg  have  been  the  principal  baskets  since  last 
reported :  On  May  22  Messrs.  Stiell,  Edinburgh, 
on  Loch  Cracail,  twenty  trout,  S  jlb. ;  on  the  23?d 
on  Loch  Beannooh,  fourteen,  81b.  ;  on  the  24th,  on 
Loch  Shin,  fourteen,  81b. ;  and  on  the  25th,  on  Loch 
Cracail.  twenty-eight,  10|lb.    On  the  27th  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Riddell,  Chester,  nine,  3  Jib.    On  the  29th  the 
same  party  had  fourteen,  811b.,  and  Mr.  Sparrow, 
Shrewsbury,  eight,  4ilb.    On  30th,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Kiddell,    sixteen,    IGlb.,   and  a  ferox   of    l|lb  ■ 
and  Mr.  Sparrow  some  trout  averaging  1  lb.  besides 
a  ferox  of  2Jlb.    On  May  31,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Riddell 
had  sixteen  trout,  8Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Sparrow  six,  211b 
On  June  5,  Mr.  Copeland,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  ten 
trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  London,  nine,  6Jlb., 
and    Mi.ss    Sparrow,   Shrewsbury,   twelve,  6}lb 
besides  a  ferox  of  2|lb.    On  June  6,  Miss  Sparrow 
had  sixteen,  9Jlb. ;   Mr.  Copeland,  fourteen,  51b 
besides  three  Jerox  of  3Jlb  ,  2ilb.,  and  IJlb. ;  and 
Messrs.  Tucker,  fourteen  trout,  5ilb.    Since  then 
up  to  Tuesday  this  week,  excellent  baskets  have 
been  made. — B. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
I  he  rivers  having  shrunk  to  low  summer  level, 
salmon  anglmg  may  now  be  regarded  as  "off" 
for  the  season ;  one  or  two  may  yet  be  had  in  the 
lower  waters.  The  conditions  for  trouting  are 
favourable  for  the  finer  methods  of  bait  fishing 
such  as  worm  and  maggot,  fished  up  stream,  and 
some  good  baskets  are  thus  secured.  As  a  rule 
the  nights  are  too  cold  for  fly  fishing,  but 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  got  with  small 
minnows  and  very  fine  tackle.  At  Bank  Mill 
Messrs.  Rosa  and  Wright,  Sprouston,  have  had 
catches  of  trout  with  minnow  up  to  121b.  and  131b 
On  the  Tevlot  Messrs.  Hogg,  Blake,  and  Cant  have 
been  most  successful,  and  on  Saturday  night  Mr.  A 
Affleck  had  a  beautiful  lot  of  trout  weighing  12Jlb  " 
all  caught  with  fly.  Pike  killing  has  been  going  on 
steadily,  and  about  twenty  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  last  week  On 
Monday  of  this  week,  Mr.  F.  Stephani  had  four 
caught  at  Heiton  MDl,  ranging  from  41b  to  1 21b 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  R.  Hogarth,  out  of  the  same  pool! 
had  three. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Bright 
warm  weather,  with  east  winds,  has  prevailed 
during  the  past  fortnight.  The  lakes  and  rivers 
are  very  low,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  are  in  the  bay  waiting  for  the  first 
flood  to  ascend  the  river.  Owing  to  tbe  prohibition 
of  trammel-nets  within  Betraghboy  Bay  this  should 
be  a  record  season.  During  the  past  week  Mr  R 
Berridge  secured  two  peal  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  Messrs" 
WiUcox,  two  peal,  81b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Graham 
one  spring  fish,  141b. — -Jock  Scott.  ' 

Bann  and  Tributaries — Another  week  of  dry- 
ing winds  has  been  experienced,  and  its  hold  in  the 
east  seems  to  be  as  firm  as  when  it  was  stated  in 
your  issue  of  April  29  that  "  the  wind  has  taken  its 
annual  hold  in  the  east  and  is  likely  to  remaia 
many  weeks."  In  consequence  all  the  tributaries 
of  this  river,  and  the  other  trouting  streams  of 
Ulster,  are  so  much  reduced  that  the  present  pros- 
pect of  sport  on  any  of  their  seotions  is  impossible. 
To  English  anglers  intending  to  visit  the  "  Green 
Isle  It  must  be  again  stated  that  they  can  only 
hope  to  obtam  sport  while  the  present  atmospheric 
conditions  prevail  at  Portglenone  (which  is  one  of 
the  best  troutmg  stations  in  Ireland)  and  Kih-ea 
on  the  Bann,  Belleek  on  the  Erne,  and  Lough 
Melvm.  Catches  of  trout  were  obtained  at  aU  the 
stations,  but  salmon  and  grilse  which  are  very 
plentiful  on  all  the  reaches  refused  to  come  to  the 
fly,  and  only  twenty-two  were  brought  to  bank  for 
which  the  shrimp,  worm,  and  spoon  accounted. 
Mrs.  E.  Robinson  made  a  basket  of  eight  trout 
^^}^- '  ^-  Robinson  one  of  sixteen! 
171b. ;  Mr.  Clever  one  of  eight,  91b. ;  Mr.  R.  Simpson 
one  of  seventeen,  191b. ;  and  Mr.  S.  Frozor  one  of 
ten,  121b.,  at  Portglenone.  Mr.  Shaw  caught  four 
salmon  and  three  grilse,  ranging  from  41b,  to  Ulb  ■ 
Major  Head  and  Mr.  C.  Brownlow  five  salmon  and 
grilse,  from  61b.  to  161b.;  Major  McCorkel  two 
salmon,  131b.  and  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Andrews  seven 
salmon  and  grilse,5from  4 Jib.  to  19Jlb.,atCaronroe  • 
and  Mr.  Heggarty  one  salmon,  9Jlb.,  at  Kilrea  — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Another  week  of  glaring 
sunshine,  scarcely  relieved  by  a  few  showers  of 
very  mild  rain.  The  local  rivers  are  in  wretched 
condition,  mere  pools  connected  by  trickles  of 
water.  Angling  is  at  a  standstill.  After  sundown 
the  trout  m  the  reservoirs  at  Woodburn,  Marshalls- 
town,  Stoneyford,  etc.,  rose  a  little   better,  the 
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best  recorded  catch  of  the  week  at  the  former  being 
seven  fish.  Several  small  streams  were  poisoned 
lately  in  co.  Antrim  and  co.  Down.  Sea-trout  are 
in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Lagan. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleeh). — Angling 
on  the  Erne  was  excellent  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  following  are  the  particulars :  Mr.  R.  S.  John- 
ston, of  Liverpool,  landed  four  salmon,  191b.,  171b., 
121b.,  and  71b.;  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin,  of  Liverpool, 
three,  241b.,  191b.,  and  71b.;  Mr.  F.  T.  Green,  of 
Birmingham,  five,  161b.,  13|lb.,  121b.,  71b.,  and 
61b. ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Sitwell,  sen.,  one,  71b.,  and  Capt. 
Auchinleck,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Cheetham,  two,  71b., 
61b. ;  Mr.  A.  Wrigley.  two,  71b.,  61b. ;  Sir  H.  :B. 
Robertson,  five,  161b.,  U^b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.  There 
is  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  river  and  sport  at  present 
is  first  rate.  Messrs.  Sitwell  landed  three  salmon, 
161b.,  61b.,  61b.,  on  June  13,  and  Mr.  T.B.  Johnston, 
one,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Allgood,  [one,  61b. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — The  following  is  the  catch 
for  week  ending  June  10: — Colonel  Underwood, 
31b.,  4ilb.,  5|lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  ijlb.,  4|lb.,  51b., 
4ilb.,  4|lb.,  4ilb.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  61b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  4ilb., 
3ilb.,  441b.,  8|lb.,  71b.,  6^1b.,  61b.,  6|lb.,  51b.,  61b., 
4^1b.,  61b.,  51b.,  81b.,  41b.,  4^1b.,  Spb.  Captain 
Macgowan,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  SJlb.,  3Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  31b.,  41b., 
4ilb.,  3ilb.,  4ilb.,  5Jlb.,  4ilb.,  5ilb.,  15Jlb.,  5ilb., 
4ilb.,  3|lb.,  4pb.,  4Jlb.,  SJlb.,  S^lb.,  61b.,  5|lb., 
41b.,  3Jlb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  41b..  61b.,  7Jlb.,  4|lb.,  4Jlb., 
3ilb.,  4pb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  SJlb.,  ejlb.,  6lb.,  441b.,  41b., 
4|lb.,  51b.,  41b.,  3ilb.,  5Jlb.,  SJlb.,  4ro.,  41b.,  SJlb.. 
41b.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  4ilb.,  51b.,  ^\h.,  51b., 
31b.,  5 Jib.,  541b.,  4ilb.,  Sjlb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  4Jlb., 
10|lb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb., 
7ilb.,  lOJlb.,  4Jlb.,  ejlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  31b.,  4Jlb.  Dr. 
White,  4|lb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  81b., 
5*lb.,  61b.,  5JIb.,  4ilb.,  41b.,  4lb.,  6Jlb.,  441b.,  81b., 
8jlb.,  5ilb.,  3Jlb.,"'  541b.,  2Jlb.,  ^Ih.,  I51b.,  51b., 
416.,  71b.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  41b.,  3ilb.,  41b.  Captain 
Steward,  4Jlb..  51b.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  61b.,  TJlb.,  4Jlb., 
51b.,  61b.,  441b.,  41b.,  61b.,  71b.,  4 Jib.,  4 Jib.,  4§lb., 
41b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  3Jlb.,  61b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  51b., 
6ilb.,  41b.,  641b.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  6^16.,  3Jlb., 
4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.  Dr.  Moore,  5Jlb., 
5|lb.  Captain  Williamson,  51b.,  441b.,  51b.  Mr. 
Wall  Morris,  51b.,  4i^lb.,  5Jlb.  Rev.  Joseph  Adams, 
3lb.,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  7Jlb.,  71b..  61b.— Milne. 

Xerry  Rivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  continue  to 
fall,  and  angling  has  been  practically  out  of  the 
question  on  most  days  owing  to  sultry  weather, 
clear  waters,  and  little  or  no  wind.  Sea-trout  are 
arriving  in  Waterville  river  and  a  few  other  waters, 
but  sport  among  them  has  not  been  good. — T.  J.  D. 

liOugh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  June  5, 
Mr.  Sleator,  New  York,  caught  ten  fish,  weighing 
141b. ;  Col.  Caufield,  eight,  12Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy 
and  Messiner,  four,  91b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  eight, 
9ilb.  On  June  6,  Capt.  Fox  and  Col.  Bickrell,  four, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Sleator,  eight,  91b. ;  Col.  Caufield,  nine, 
9Mb. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy  and  Messiner,  two,  5Ib. ;  Mr. 
Coghlan  White,  three,  5Jlb.  On  June  7,  Capt.  Fox 
and  Col.  Bickrell,  eight,  101b. ;  Mr.  Sleator,  ten, 
141b. ;  Col.  Caufield,  twelve,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy 
and  Messiner,  twelve,  141b.,  and  Mr.  Ducroy,  one 
salmon,  51b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  eight  trout,  121b. 
On  June  8,  Capt.  Fox  and  Col.  Bickrell,  three,  51b.  ; 
Col.  Caufield,  ten,  131b. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy  and  Mes- 
siner, ten,  111b.;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  fifteen,  251b., 
killed  in  one  hour  on  good  ground  when  the  take 
came  on.  On  June  9,  Mr.  Smith,  Norwich,  and  Mr. 
Downe,  five,  51b. ;  Capt.  Fox  and  Col.  Bickrell,  one 
salmon,  51b.,  and  six  trout,  91b.;  Col.  Caufield,  six 
trout,  741b. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy  and  Messiner,  ten, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  nine,  151b.  On  June  10, 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Downe,  six,  91b. ;  Capt.  Fox  and 
Col.  Bickrell,  seven,  91b. ;  Mr.  Hebbe,  nine,  1  lib. ; 
Col.  Caufield,  one  salmon,  5Jlb.,  and  three  trout, 
4  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Ducroy  and  Messiner,  nine  trout,  121b. 
On  June  11,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Downe,  four  trout, 
61b.,  and  Mr.  Downe,  one  salmon,  5|lb.j  who  also 
hooked  and  played  another  for  ten  minutes,  but 
lost  it ;  Mr.  Ducroy,  five  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Messiner, 
four,  61b. — Thomas  Naughton. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Cong).  —  Beyond  doubt  this 
season  up  to  the  present  is  the  best  experienced  for 
the  last  twenty  years  by  anglers  fishing  on  Lough 
Corrib.  The  May  Fly  being  fully  up,  dapping  is 
the  most  successful  form  of  fishing,  and  is  respon- 
sible for  the  record  takes.  Among  those  fishing 
from  the  Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  Cong,  are  Colonel 
Bayly,  who  took  within  the  last  week  401b.  of  trout 
and  a  large  pike,  weighing  16lb. ;  Messrs.  Wells  and 
Depledge,  601b.  of  trout,  each  weighing  from  1  lb. 
to  epb.  Colonel  Drake- and  Mr.  M.  G.  Drake  took 
91b.  of  trout  on  June  11,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arrowsmith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pim,  and  Mr.  Maclarn 
were  also  pretty  successful.  The  artificial  May  Fly 
has  been  found  to  take  very  well. — J.  B.  O'D. 

laongh  Cnxrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  00.  Kerry).— 

The  weather  continues  very  sultry  and  bright. 
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Colonel  O'Brien  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  on  one  day, 
and  a  peal  on  another  day.  Only  a  few  sea- trout 
have  been  had.  Brown  trout  have  only  yielded 
meagre  baskets  during  the  week.  Sea-trout  are 
now  arriving  in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Slelviiii — Sport  generally  was  very  good 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Kelly 
landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  June  12.  Mr.  Wren 
landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  10,  and  Mr.  Scott 
landed  another  of  similar  weight.  Mr.  G.  Morrow 
landed  a  brown  trout  of  5  Jib.  on  June  9.  Trout 
rose  well  to  the  fly  during  the  past  week,  and  all 
over  the  lake  anglers  daily  took  baskets  of  gillaroo 
and  brown  trout  containing  from  fifteen  to  thirty- 
three.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  is  good. — M.  Rooan 
AND  Sons. 

IKCountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  weather  being  very  sultry  and  bright  retarded 
angling  very  much  on  the  above  waters.  Nothing 
worth  recording  has  been  done  during  the  week 
until  the  late  evenings,  when  light  breezes  generally 
spring  up. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
last  few  days  was  good.  Mr.  Thornton  got  eight 
grilse  in  four  days,  Mr.  Everett  five  in  two  days, 
Mr.  Garvey  three  in  two  days,  and  Capt.  Blosse 
Lynch  a  few  more.  The  river  is  very  low  and  we 
want  a  spate  to  fill  the  pools  with  fish.  Lough  Conn 
and  all  the  lakes  around  fished  fairly  well  during 
the  early  part  of  the  week. — John  Devebs. 

M07,  Iiouglis  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  00. 
Mayo). — A  fresh  in  the  river  is  much  needed,  also 
the  weather  was  against  angling,  nevertheless  sport 
was  fair.  Mr.  Thornton,  seven  grilse,  51b.,  51b., 
3Jlb.,  61b.,  541b.,  6Jlb.,  41b.,  one  salmon,  121b.; 
Mr.  Garvey,  five  grilse,  61b.,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  71b. 
Mr.  Stow,  one  grilse,  61b.  Mr.  F.  D.  Everett,  five 
grilse,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  4Jlb.  Cdl.  [Stopton, 
three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  61b.  Sea- trout  anglers  are 
doing  very  well  on  the  river.  Best  take  for  one 
day  twenty-eight,  largest  2Jlb.  Some  good  trout 
was  taken  on  the  loughs,  largest  3 Jib.,  got  by  Mr. 
C.  O.  Creed.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well, 
best  take  for  one  rod,  371b. — Pat  Hbabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  peal  are  begin- 
ning to  arrive  more  plentifully,  so  that  prospects 
of  sport  are  much  improved.  On  Doonas,  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon  151b.,  and  two  peal 
61b.  and  31b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed 
three  salmon,  131b.,  131b.,  181b.,  and  five  peal, 
3Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  41b.  On  Newgarden, 
from  June  1  to  June  13,  Mr.  A.  Ores  wick 
killed  two  salmon,  11  lb.  and  71b.,  twelve  peal, 
51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
SJlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b. ;  on  the  same  fishery  Mr. 
C.  E.  Vickers  killed  one  salmon,  81b.,  and  two 
peal,  3Jlb.,  5 Jib.,  and  the  fishermen  three  peal,  61b., 
61b.,  3Jlb.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  three 
salmon,  7Jlb.,  181b.,  13Mb.,  and  five  peal,  5Mb.. 
5Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  41b.,  51b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed  one  peal,  4Jlb.  On  the  Castle 
Fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  peal,  61b.,  and 
Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  9Jlb.  On 
Summerhill,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  peal,  61b. 
— John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  a  couple  of  days  on 
the  above  waters.  Sport  so  far  has  been  confined 
to  brown  trout,  and  has  not  been  good.  All  the 
waters  are  now  very  low  and  clear. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanz  (June  10). — Summer  conditions  now 
prevaD  in  the  Rhone  valley — luxuriant  vegetation 
along  the  streams,  and  in  the  most  fishable  parts  of 
these,  which  are  full,  but  only  clear  enough  for  fly 
in  the  upper  reaches.  The  Vaudois  is  about  always 
dirty,  and  the  Rhone  is  high  and  muddy.  So  is  the 
Stockalper  below  Vouvery,  where,  it  is  stated,  a 
sluice-gate  —  by  which  most  of  its  water  was 
diverted  into  the  Rhone  till  that  river  rose — now 
being  imperfectly  closed  lets  part  of  the  flood  work 
back  so  as  to  spoil  the  fishing.  Above  this  place 
the  growth  of  tenacious,  feathery  weed  banks  has 
reached  the  surface,  and  about  half  the  fish  hooked 
are  lost  by  their  taking  cover  therein.  In  the  last 
days  of  the  May  Fly  season  some  good  ^trout  and 
large  vengeron  were  taken  in  the  evening,  but  the 
rise  of  the  smaller  coarse  fish  became  quite  a 
nuisance.  A  letrge  white  spent  May  Fly  construc- 
tion ,  Alder  Flies,  and  one  with  a  coppery  metallic 
tinsel  body,  furnace  hackle,  and  grey  hackle  point 
wings  were  successful.  Snakes  are  seen  crossing  the 
rapid,  sedgy,  weedy  stream,  horse  flies  of  various 
sorts  abound,  and  angling  will  soon  be  abandoned 
to  the  patient  native  with  his  20ft.  bamboo  pole 
and  bunch  of  lobworns  or  minnow  till  some  of  the 
foreigners  perchance  return  in  the  closing  days  of 
the  season  next  November. — Benwyan. 
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Deal. — The  weather  during  the  holidays  was 
somewhat  more  settled,  and  a  few  boats  with 
angling  gentlemen  put  out  towards  the  Goodwins, 
the  fish  principally  taken  being  dogfish,  a  few  rays, 
and  an  occasional  conger.  Mr.  R.  C.  Williams,  of 
Watford,  brought  a  fine  cod  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  before  his  boatmein  could  gaff  it  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  see  him  break  away ;  the  bait 
principally  used  for  this  kind  of  fishing  is  mackerel. 
— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  number  of  Whitsuntide 
holiday  anglers  was  far  below  the  average,  and 
very  meagre  sport  was  obtained  by  them  during 
their  short  visit,  weather  and  water  being  anything 
but  conducive  to  good  fishing.  On  .lune  10  pier 
anglers  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paulig,  Miss  Burton, 
Mr.  Pierpont,  Mr.  F.  Ley,  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr. 
Goldsmith,  Mr.  Newell,  and  a  fair  number  of 
local  sportsmen,  but  the  day's  returns  were  very 
disappointing,  though  one  and  all  fished  for 
many  hours  with  more  or  less  skill.  Only  four 
rods  were  in  evidence  on  the  following  day,  and 
neither  accounted  for  anything  worthy  of  record. 
The  inclemency  of  the  weather  on  June  12  deterred 
many  from  wetting  their  lines,  and  Messrs.  Baker, 
Wood,  Cushing,  and  Messenger  fished  for  some  time 
with  scant  success,  but  Mr.  Elmar  W.  Newell 
was  more  fortunate,  and  secured  half  a  dozen 
pollack  in  the  evening.  June  13  witnessed  a 
goodly  array  of  anglers,  including  Miss  Elsie 
Turner,  and  Messrs.  Mc(3ann,  Carroll,  W.  Fisk, 
Colbrook,  Shilton,  Branscombe,  Philp,  Young, 
Methuen,  and  Elder,  but  sport  ruled  exceed- 
ingly slow  until  evening  hours,  when  Mr.  A. 
Dodd,  who  had  joined  forces  with  the  above, 
hooked  and  landed  a  skate  of  71b.  upon  herring 
bait,  and  several  others  made  captures  of  dogfish 
and  pouting.  Pollack  fishers  were  fairly  successful, 
Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Philp,  and  Mr. 
McCann  each  securing  a  few  fairly  good  specimens. 
Mr.  Gaze  and  Monsietir  Frevar  were  the  fresh 
arrivals  on  Wednesday  (June  14),  and  Mr.  Puckridge 
put  in  an  appearance  later  in  the  day.  Mr.  Band 
took  premier  honours  on  the  flood  tide  with  a  nice 
catch  of  codling  and  pouting,  and  the  brothers 
Newell  brought  up  some  handsome  pollack.  Mr. 
Alchin,  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  who  paid  a  flying  visit 
to  Deal,  and  fished  for  a  few  hours  from  the  pier, 
experienced  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of  sport 
during  his  brief  visit. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Weather  fair  generally :  some  extra- 
ordinary catches  of  bream.  On  June  7  Capt. 
Rolleston  caught  seventy-one  bream,  average  21b., 
four  pollack,  average  51b.,  two  large  scad,  and  two 
gurnard.  Every  day  some  thirty  to  fifty  craft  of 
all  descriptions  may  be  seen  anchored,  their  crews 
busy  trying  for  bream,  catches  from  nine  score 
down  ;  one  man  caught  on  Saturday  night  (June  10) 
and  early  Monday  morning  (June  12)  nineteen 
score  bream  and  "sploshers"  (half-grown  bream). 
On  June  12  the  weather  was  very  fine,  and  a  good 
many  boats  were  out ;  sport  generally  was  very 
light  during  the  day  but  improved  in  the  evening, 
and  during  the  night  catches  six  score  bream,  etc., 
down.  Self  and  man  caught  nine  pollack,  the  three 
largest  averaged  14lb.,  rest  about  81b.  each,  eighty 
bream,  eleven  mackerel,  one  gurnard,  and  one  scad. 
Rod  fishing  from  piers,  good  sport  with  bream  at 
Newlyn ;  moderate  sport  with  small  pollack  at 
Penzance.  Drifting  with  lugworm  as  bait  for 
pollack,  catches,  forty  down.  —  J.  H.  RowE 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.  —  The  weather  has  been  very  fine 
through  the  holidays,  and  several  have  been  out 
fishing.  The  pollack  have  been  taking  very  freely 
at  the  Rame  Head  and  Penlee  Point,  and  a  gentle- 
man here  from  London  had  some  nice  ones  which 
measured  about  34Jin.  long,  and  I  saw  one  this 
morning  that  weighed  nearly  201b.  The  bass  are 
still  to  be  found  at  the  Defiance  and  other  parts  of 
the  Tamar,  they  are  taking  the  sand  eel  and  small 
silver  spinner  on  gimp  with  a  little  piece  of  squid 
on  the  hook.  The  long  liners  have  been  doing  well 
and  have  brought  in  very  heavy  takes  of  conger 
and  ling,  and  the  trawlers  a  good  supply  of  hake 
and  other  fish. — William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate.— Anglers  and  holiday-makers  were 
most  unfortunate  in  the  weather.  Whiting,  dabs, 
and  pouting  have  been  fairly  plentiful,  but  small ; 
codling  and  silver  eels  are  scarce,  nothing  really 
sizeable  having  rewarded  those  who  braved  the 
elements.  On  Saturday  (June  10)  one  of  our  boats 
brought  in  a  sturgeon  of  2^cwt.,  in  splendid  con- 
dition ;  the  fish  was  on  show  at  Andrew's  shop,  in 
Addington-street,  and  proved  a  great  attraction 
to  many  visitors.  Week-end  prospects  are  more 
favourable.     The  wind  is  stUl  easterly. — Grey 

MULLETT. 
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"  There  is  no  condition  in  life  so  fixed  and  perma- 
nent as  to  be  out  of  danger  or  the  reach  of  change."  

Laukence  Sterne, 


Whitsuntjde  is  over,  and,  weather  or  no,  we  have 
enjoyed  a  preliminary  canter  to  Brighton  or  South- 
end, and  are  now  asking  ourselves,  "  Where  shall  we 
go  for  the  summer  holiday  ?  "  Papa  likes  a  bit  of 
fishing,  mamma  likes  a  comfortable,  free  and  easy, 
little- bit- dressy  on  Sundays,  sea-front,  and  the 
children  like  the  sands  to  play  on — where  are  all 
these  enjoyments  to  be  had  ?  My  advice  is  to  send 
a  postcard  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Southwold,  and  get 
a  free  copy  of  the  "Official  Guide."  and  if  after 
reading  it  you  do  not  go  there  you  wUl  probably  go 
farther  and  fare  not  nearly  so  well. 

•  *  »  •  ♦ 

For  a  pleasant,  comfortable,  not  too  quiet  and 
not  too  noisy  holiday,  Southwold  is  hard  to  beat. 
In  the  guide  are  set  forth  amusements  in  plenty 
for  each  and  all,  and  the  delightful  photographs  of 
sea  and  country  make  one  long  to  pack  up  and  be 
off.  Seawards  there  are  the  pier,  harbour,  parade,  and 
sands,  and  inland  we  have  walks  and  drives  through 
lovely  country  to  old-world  villages,  where  tea- 
gardens  or  hostelries  await  the  traveller,  according 
to  his  taste  and  fancy.  It  is  a  most  excellent  little 
guide,  and  sets  forth,  free  of  charge,  the  beauties 
and  advantages  of  tiie  town  in  so  enticing  a  manner 
as  to  surely  tempt  all — those  even  who  think  they 
"  cannot  afford  a  holiday  this  year  " — to  put  the 
wife  and  family  and  fishing-tackle  into  the  nearest 
cab  and  be  off  at  once  to  Southwold. 


Feom  the  thirtieth  annual  report  and  balance 
sheet  of  the  Tonbridge  and  District  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society,  I  glean  that  after  paying  all 
expenses,  there  is  a  good  balance  at  the  bankers. 
During  the  year  a  large  increase  of  membership 
shows  the  interest  taken  in  this  well-conducted 
society.  Smoking  concerts,  peg-down  and  othgr 
matche?,  and  prizes  for  specimen  frsh  (the  standard 
being  commendably  high),  all  assist  the  hon.  sees., 
Messrs.  Austen  and  Tanton,  in  maintaining  their 
present  popularity.  Up  to  the  present  time  over 
50,000  stock  fish  have  been  turned  into  their  waters 
on  the  Medway.  Day  tickets  and  season  tickets 
are  issued  (and  now  ready),  and  full  information 
will  be  sent  to  prospective  members  on  application 
to  either  of  the  hen.  sees,  at  Tonbridge.  I  hope  to 
"sample"  their  waters  (no<  the  Wells)  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  E.  Collinson,  honorary  secretary  of  the 
St.  Ives  (Hunts)  and  District  Preservation  and 
Angling  Society,  writes : — "  Dear  Dragnet, — As  far 
as  I  can  ascertain  from  all  sources  of  information, 
and  also  personal  observation,  the  coarse  fishing 
prospects  for  the  season  1905-6  in  the  above 
society's  waters  are  better  than  they  have  been  for 
years  —  fish  more  plentiful,  more  forward,  and 
healthy,  and  a  good  water  to  thrive  in.  Tickets  of 
membership  will  be  ready  as  soon  as  they  are 
endorsed  by  the  different  railway  companies.  We 
have  every  hope  of  an  increase  of  membership  to 
this  society  and  its  waters." 


Mr.  J.  Arnatt,  member  of  the  Oxford  A.S.,  and 
president  of  the  Bostonian  A.S.,  writing  from 
Eynsham  Weir  on  June  10,  says  that  Mr.  J. 
Cleworth  captured  a  3|lb.  trout  yesterday  while 
spinning;  a  week  previously  he  was  successful  in 
landing  a  7^1b.  trout  at  Godstow. 


The  Saracen's  Head  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  was  the 
rendezvous  last  week  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
annual  dinner.  The  following  is  culled  from  the 
Public  Ledger  of  December  31,  1761 : — 

"  For  sale,  a  healthy  negro  girl,  aged 
about  15  years;  speaks  good  English  ;  works 
well  at  her  needle;  washes  well;  does  all 
other  household  work,  and  has  had  the 
smallpox.  Will  be  sold  cheap,  as  owner  is 
going  abroad. — Enquire,  after  five  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  for  Mr.  Q.,  at  the  Saracen's 
Head  coffee-room,  Snow-hill." 


The  Giant  Jack  Killer  writes: — "Dear  Drag,— 
Your  Manchester  friend  taxes  me  with  '  speaking  off 
my  ledger,'  but  what  I  asserted  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  3  was  that  no  other  combination 
of  figures  than  those  I  gave,  namely,  142,857,  multi- 
plied by  either  2,  3,  4,  5,  or  6.  would  produce  results 
which  show  that  the  multiplicand  is  exactly  repro- 
duced in  each  of  thej  quotients.  Any  schoolboy 
should  be  acquainted  with  the  problems  of  multi- 
plying 12345679  by  9,  by  18,  and  by  81,  your 


Manchester  friend  solve  the  following: — 'To  a 
hundred  add  naught,  then  add  fifty  and  two-thirds 
of  ten,  and  so — find  the  answer'  ?  " 


The  exceedingly  wet,  cold  and  miserable  weather, 
which  prevailed  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  on 
Thursday  night  last,  continued  until  the  night  of 
Whit  Monday.  The  improvement  up  to  this 
Thursday  night  will  be  much  appreciated,  as  a 
little  sunshine  will  help  to  ripen  my  strawberries, 
which  have  now  had  quite  enough  moisture.  It 
will  also  be  acceptable  to  the  thousands  of  anglers 
who  will  embrace  the  opportunity  of  fishing  the 
waters  opened  to  coarse  fishers  this  week-end. 


For  roach  fishing  many  anglers  use  a  running 
line  and  gut  cast.  There  are  others  who  prefer 
the  tight  line  at  the  end  of  a  roachpole  (or  rod). 
For  many  years  I  have  used,  when  occasion 
necepsitated  fishing  "very  fine,"  hair  lines,  and 
Mr.  James  Pickersgill,  of  30,  Rydall-street,  Leeds, 
has  supplied  me  with  some  really  fine  but  strong 
casts.  I  have  just  received  a  sample  of  the  hair 
used  by  two  competitors  in  a  match  amongst  189, 
the  others  using  gut.  Two  first  prizes  have  been 
awarded  to  one  of  Mr.  Pickersgill's  customers,  and 
I  know  a  London  angler  who,  in  two  outings, 
captured  401b.  of  large  roach  with  one  cast,  thus 
proving  that  in  competent  hands  hair  is  more 
effective  than  gut — when  you  get  used  to  it.  Prices 
will  be  found  in  Mr.  Pickersgill's  advertisement. 


A  Bank  Holiday  Idyll. 
We  started  from  home  in  the  best  of  trim. 
Prepared  to  indulge  our  every  whim  ; 
We  had  money  and  baccy  and  good  wishes  galore. 
And  cared  not  a  scrap  for  our  best  clothes  we  wore 
We  arrived  at  the  station  at  ten  fifteen. 
Where  all  was  commotion  and  bustle  and  din, 
We  seated  ourselves  in  a  first-class  car. 
But  the  inspector  landed  us  out  by  the  hair. 
We  argued  the  point,  and  told  him  the  tale. 
He  was  an  unreasonable  man,  and  it  didn't  prevail. 
So  we  shuffled  away  and  found  a  third-class. 
And  reached  Southend  with  the  rest  of  the  mass. 
The  delights  of  the  journey  we  will  not  disclose. 
Suffice  it  to  say  they  danced  on  our  toes. 
And  the  "  Old  Bull  and  Bush  "  was  well  to  the  fore, 
When  'Arry  and  donah  were  not  thumping  the  floor! 
We  strolled  by  the  sea  and  inhaled  the  ozone. 
And  dined  off  lamb,  but  it  wasn't  Southdown, 
Then  sailed  on  the  briny,  and,  sad  to  relate. 
Returned  to  the  shore  in  a  deplorable  state. 
The  charms  of  the  day  for  us  had  flown. 
We  sat  on  the  beach  and  did  nothing  but  moan. 
The  beautiful  'Arriets  in  colours  galore 
In  sympathy  asked  if  we'd  been  mopped  on  the  floor. 
Unable  to  stand  the  fair  creatures'  satire. 
We  chartered  a  cab  and  prepared  to  retire 
To  the  sweee  town  of  Leigh,  a  quiet  retreat. 
Where  cockles  are  prime  and  the  maidens  discreet. 
We  recovered  at  last  from  our  trip  on  the  sea. 
And  spruced  ourselves  up  with  a  ninepenny  tea. 
We  boarded  a  train  that  was  going  to  town. 
And  declared  when  we  got  there  our  sorrows  we'd 
drown. 

At  last,  dear  old  London,  we  all  gave  a  shout. 
But  the  rain  came  down  like  a  water-spout. 
The  'buses  were  filled  and  the  cabs  all  taken, 
And  half-drowned  was  our  state  when  we  landed  at 
Leyton.  ^  —Wing. 

The  ever-welcome  Pictorial  Comedy  is  once  more 
before  me.  The  July  part  is  quite  up  to  the 
standard  of  excellence  attained  by  this  entertaining 
magazine.  The  literary  part  is  bright,  and  among 
many  other  good  things  I  can  recommend  "Lost, 
Stolen,  or  Strayed,"  by  the  Rev.  S.  Baring  Gould, 
"  A  Holiday  by  the  Sea,  and  What  Came  of  It,"  by 
Harold  Avery,  and  the  pithy  paragraphs  written 
under  the  heading  of  "  On  the  Screen."  The  ladies 
are  specially  catered  for  by  the  writer  of  "  Cosy 
Comer  Chats,"  who  dilates  on  "The  Ages  of 
Heroines,"  "The  Crinoline,"  "London  Interest," 
"Spring,"  and  other  kindred  subjects.  The  joki'st 
also  has  his  little  fling — Jasper  :  "  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Boodle  is  not  in  very  good  odour  just  now." 
Jumpuppe:  "Well,  what  can  you  expect  of  a  man 
who  keeps  ten  motor-cars  ?  "  The  pictorial  portion 
of  the  magazine  is  very  fine.  C.  Dana  Gibson  gives 
of  his  best  in  "Sister's  New  Admirer,"  a  well 
executed  double-page  drawing.  "The  New  Hat," 
by  the  same  artist,  shows  the  absurdity  of  ladies 
of  different  age,  size,  and  weight,  all  wearing  the 
same  kind  of  hat  simply  because  it  happens  to  be 
fashionable.  W.  Balfour  contributes  a  clever  pic- 
ture entitled,  "The  BUnd  Iptidipg  the  Blind,"  and 


many  other  excellent  sketches  are  furnished  by  well- 
known  artists.  The  magazine  is  published  by  James 
Henderson  &  Sons,  of  Red  Lion  Court,  price  6d. 


Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon,  saya 
the  Little  Ouse  is  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and 
some  swims  prepared  by  cutting  the  weeds.  The 
spawning  season  has  been  exceptionally  good,  and 
every  prospect  of  a  successful  season  is  in  store. 
Punts,  bait«,  and  accommodation  may  be  had  at 
the  Ram  Hotel  on  receipt  of  post  card  or  wire  to 
"L  Rolph." 


Lord  Rosebeby,  in  opening  the  new  waterworks 
at  Petershill,  Bathgate,  on  Wednesday,  delivered  a 
lengthy  address,  dwelling  upon  the  growing  need 
for  fresh  water.  He  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  pubhc  to  protect  its  right  to  the  great  water- 
ways, and  curses,  not  blessings,  would  on  some 
future  day  be  heaped  upon  the  generation  which 
allowed  its  rivers  to  become  polluted. 


On  "Empire  Day"  the  president  of  the  Liver- 
pool Excelsior  Anglincr  Club  despatched  to  Bucking- 
ham Palace  on  behalf  of  the  members  a  "  very 
humble  but  sincere  expression  of  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  His  Majesty's  person  and  Throne."  Presi- 
dent Golightly  promptly  received  a  gracious  reply 
conveying  on  behalf  of  the  King  and  Queen  their 
"  appreciation  of  the  thoushtful  message  sent  by 
one  of  the  most  devoted  sections  of  their  Majesties' 
subjects."  The  secretary  is  one  "John  Fisher,"  and 
the  club  evidently  will  continue  not  only  to  go- 
lightly  but  go-strongly. 


The  present  number  of  Amusement  marks  its 
twelfth  issue.  The  year  has  brought  Amusement 
many  friends,  and  in  looking  over  the  pages  of  the 
current  number  it  is  gratifying  to  see  undiminished 
enthusiasm  everywhere  and  an  unquestioned  origin- 
ality. Such  a  series  as  "Wild  London"  should 
alone  attract  readers. 


The  lakes  at  the  Crystal  Palace  are  now  in  good 
angling  trim.  Some  four  years  ago  some  rainbow 
trout  were  put  into  the  Boating  Lake,  but  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  thrived  at  all  well.  Another 
attempt  is  being  made  to  introduce  trout,  this  time 
in  the  Duck  Pond  and  intermediate  lake,  the  hon. 
curator  having  put  in  several  hundred  fry  last 
season. 


The  New  York  Fishing  Gazette  gives  the  following 
report  of  the  Fisheries  Concession  in  Mexico: — 
The  United  States  Consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 
reports  that  Messrs.  Luis  G.  Fontana,  Lie.  Rosendo 
Cordero,  and  Lie.  Jos.  B.  Maya  have  secured  the 
exclusive  rights  for  fifteen  years  to  the  fisheries  in 
the  zone  comprised  between  the  bar  at  Tecolutla 
and  the  port  of  Coatzacoalcos,  including  all  lakes 
and  inlets  in  that  zone.  They  will  engage  in  the 
catching  of  shrimps,  lobsters,  crabs,  cuttlefish, 
sharks,  seals,  porpoises,  cetaceans,  alligators,  etc., 
and  of  all  kinds  of  fish  and  turtles.  The  conces- 
sionaires have  also  secured  the  privilege  of  hunting 
fowl  of  all  kinds  within  the  limits  of  the  zone  men- 
tioned and  establishing  oyster  fisheries  in  fixed 
localities  along  the  coast  line.  Within  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  concession  they  are 
to  erect  a  plant  for  preserving  sea-food  products. 
They  are  to  pay  into  the  national  treasury  annually 
the  sum  of  $1,200,000  Mexican  ($583,200  gold),  in 
advance,  and  to  the  respective  custom  houses  in  the 
zone  the  following  sums  in  Mexican  currency. 
•  *  •  •  • 

Sums  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment by  concessionaires  on  fishing  and  hunting 
products  : — 


First  five 
Products.  years. 

Alligator  skins,  per  ton   $5-00 

Alligator  fat,  per  ton   -60 

Cetaceans,  per  ton    5  00 

Cetacean  oil,  per  ton   2  •  00 

Fish,  salted  and  preserved,  in- 
cluding shellfish,  per  ton   

Seawolf  skins,  each  

Common  turtle,  per  ton    1  • 

Tortoise?,  per  ton   5- 

Oyster  shells,  per  ton   

Preserved  oysters,  per  ton    20-00 

Birds  killed,  per  1000  ;   2  00 


•25 
•05 
•00 
•00 
■03 


Remaining 

years  of 
concession. 
$8^00 
300 
10-00 
5-00 

•50 
•10 

100 
5-00 
•07 
20-00 
2^00 


A  QUESTION  has  been  agitating  the  minds  of 
anglers  recently — "  Who  sent  the  First  Trout  Ova 
to  Australia  ?  "  I  should  like  to  ask  another 
question — "Who  sent  the  first  rabbit  over  to 
Australia  ? "  Dragnet. 
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Wotes  from  i^e  Woxtlf, 


We  would  be  heartily  thankful  for  a  "  few  drops  " 
of  rain  just  now — the  streams  are  again  down  to 
dead  summer  level. 


Mrs.  Griffeth,  Colonel  Lee  Vaughan,  and  others 
on  the  Braemar  waters  are  getting  a  few  fish  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee. 

Mr.  George  H.  Burnett,  Powis  House,  Aberdeen, 
who  rents  the  Pitmedden  Don  fishings,  had  a  fine 
basket  of  trout  on  Saturday  afternoon  ;  the  heaviest 
weighed  21b.,  and  gave  some  fine  play. 

Mr.  Impey,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  some  others  have 
done  remarkably  well  on  the  Kintore  Borough 
waters.  Mr.  Impey  had  a  trout  of  4Jlb.  and  two 
salmon  to  the  minnow. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  (America)  and  some  friends  had 
a  week's  encampment  among  the  Cairngorams. 
They  found  the  streams  in  the  vicinity  depleted  of 
trout,  and  the  local  keeper  says  that  they  have 
been  literally  cleaned  out  by  a  species  of  wild  duck 
which  has  lately  visited  these  parts. 

The  lakes,  or  lochs  as  they  are  termed  in  the  east 
of  Scotland,  are  all  right,  as  the  trout  are  beyond 
the  maws  of  the  duck,  but  otherwise  the  mountain 
streams  are  literally  cleaned.  This  is  one  of  the 
evils  of  the  protection  of  wild  birds.  The  trout 
must  suffer  at  the  expense  of  the  ducks,  and  yet 
these  birds,  when  they  have  nested,  fly  off  to 
Norway  or  Greenland  for  that  matter  and  are  lost 
to  local  guns. 


A  boy  got  the  birch-rod  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff 
Court  last  week  for  stealing  fishing  tackle  left  at 
the  waterside  on  the  Don.  None  of  the  stuff  or 
the  thieves  either  have  been  found  who  made  the 
haul  lately  of  £30  worth  from  a  hut  on  lower 
Deeside. 


Mr.  Weatherall  (India)  has  the  run  of  the  Kin- 
nestie  and  adjoining  beats  on  the  Dee  just  now. 
On  Saturday,  while  trouting,  he  caught  a  smolt 
(salmon),  and  while  running  it  the  little  fish  was 
seized  by  something  bigger.  He  thought  the  stranger 
was  a  grilse,  but  it  proved  a  pike  of  about  61b.  He 
let  it  gorge  the  smolt,  and  then  landed  it. 

Lord  Tweedmouth  has  sold  Gurachashan  to  Lord 
Portsmouth  for  £60,000. 

The  Don  case  has  again  been  decided  in  favour  of 
the  upper  proprietors. 

Mr.  Heardgreaves  and  his  brother  are  enjoying 
good  sport  at  Glenfuchie,  Badenoch. 

A  semi-spate  would  be  the  salvation  of  the  angling 
season,  and  without  it  sport  will  be  poor. 

Special  Scotch. 


PFovltieial  Anglltig  ]lotes 

must  a/rrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morrdng. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  nice  weather  for  the  holidays, 
composed  of  bright  sunshine  and  a  few  decent  rain 
showers ;  this  has  done  much  to  induce  our  members 
to  go  out  near  and  far  in  search  of  sport.  The  rain 
has  done  much  to  freshen  up  the  water  and  also  to 
make  the  country  look  at  its  best,  but  more  is 
required  both  for  the  land  and  water.  Trout  fishing 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  has  been  poor 
owing  to  the  want  of  rain,  but  in  the  Bridgnorth 
district  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  river 
here  is  rather  weedy.  The  May  Fly  has  been'respon- 
sible  for  a  few  good  trout  at  Ludlow  and  the  sur- 
rounding district.  I  hear  of  some  good  sport  at 
Tenbury  and  Newnham  Bridge,  and  trout  fishermen 
cannot  do  better  than  give  these  places  a  visit. 
Some  of  our  streams  close  to  the  city  have  been 
visited,  but  the  fish  have  run  small.  All  our  clubs 
are  about  to  hold  their  general  meetings,  and  some 
important  matters  will  be  discussed.  Some  of  my 
friends  who  have  been  out  into  the  country  report 
that  the  roach  are  very  backward  in  the  spawning 
operations,  and  that  they  will  not  be  worth  taking 
for  the  next  month,  if  then ;  the  perch  are  in  a 
decent  condition.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  River  Anker  below 
Tamworth  Castle  has  by  some  means  unknown 
been  poisoned,  the  result  being  that  a  large  number 
of  fish  has  been  destroyed.  A  quantity  of  good- 
sized  pike,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  have  been  found 
floating  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  have  been  taken 


out  and  sent  to  Birmingham  for  the  purpose  of 
examination. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE.) 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  many  anglers 
will  have  looked  up  their  tackle,  and  have  made 
preparations  for  the  commencement  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season.  It  is  just  as  well,  therefore,  to 
mention  a  few  resorts  where,  sooner  or  later,  good 
sport  is  bound  to  be  obtained.  Although  the  fish 
have,  as  a  rule,  been  favoured  with  a  capital  breed- 
ing season,  many  sorts  will,  no  doubt,  still  be  found 
to  be  suffering  from  the  effects  of  spawning.  Bream, 
however,  are  reported  to  be  very  forward,  and  those 
who  patronise  the  streams  thus  early  in  the  season 
are  almost  certain  to  direct  their  attention  to  this 
branch  of  sport.  The  Witham  is  an  excellent  resort, 
as  many  bream  fishermen  can  testify,  and  anglers 
just  now  cannot  do  better  than  visit  the  swima  at 
Bardney  and  Kirkstead,  and  later,  the  drains  in  the 
Boston  district  are  bound  to  produce  excellent  sport. 
Bream  are  certain  to  "  take  "  earlier  than  most  other 
varieties.  Although  perch  and  dace  are  about  ready, 
they  are  still  on  the  lean  and  lanky  side,  but  it  will 
be  quite  three  weeks  or  a  month  before  roach  can 
be  said  to  be  in  condition.  The  drains  are  very  low, 
but  Tuesday's  heavy  thunderstorm  should  have 
brought  about  a  material  improvement  in  this 
respect.  Those  who  patronise  the  Forty-foot  will 
do  well  to  visit  the  lengths  south  of  Dowsby  Fen, 
and  north  of  Donington  Bridge,  as  the  intervening 
portion  of  the  river  is  empty  for  cleaning  purposes. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  river,  the  Hull,  is  now  in  first-class 
condition  for  anglers,  and  coarse  fish  of  all  de- 
scriptions well ;  on  the  move  in  most  parts ;  and 
some  of  the  tributaries  are  alive  with  fish,  especially 
the  Driffield  Canal  and  Frodingham  Beok.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  in  nice  order,  and 
tickets  to  fish  are  now  being  issued  by  the  Hull 
Preservation  Society  and  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamation,  who  rent  the  canal.  The  River 
Ancholme  is  in  splendid  trim,  and  during  the  past 
few  weeks  the  commissioners  have  been  restocking 
at  Brigg  and  other  places  with  950  fine  tench  and 
upwards  of  5000  roach  and  bream,  and  some  of 
the  latter,  I  am  informed,  were  over  41b.  each. 
To-day  (Saturday)  the  Hull  Preservation  Society 
hold  their  annual  cup  competition  atFerriby  Sluice, 
and  on  the  21st  the  Universal  A.  A.,  of  Hull,  open 
their  season  at  Brigg.  Messrs.  Wilson's  Coopers' 
A.S.  opened  their  season  on  private  waters  and 
enjoyed  excellent  sport,  Mr.  H.  Bonewell  securing 
71b.  3oz.  for  first  prize;  Mr.  W.  Orbell,  51b.  15Joz.; 
and  G.  Priestly,  51b.  12oz.  for  third  prize.  The 
Holderness  A. A.  open  their  season  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal,  at  Newport,  on  June  22. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

No  rain  has  fallen  here  for  the  past  seven  days, 
and  all  the  streams  in  the  district  are  dead  low,  if 
exception  be  made  to  Hutton  Beck,  which  may 
be  reckoned  on  to  hold  a  good  head  of  water  on 
most  days  through  being  tiushed  from  Killington 
Reservoir.  Some  capital  little  fishings  have  been 
made  on  this  stream  during  the  day,  notably  by  Mr. 
Bateman  and  Mr.  Wright,  although  the  conditions 
have  been  far  from  favourable — a  bright,  glaring 
sky,  coupled  with  a  nasty  dry  wind  from  the  north, 
being  the  chief  climatic  elenaents  noticeable  for  the 
week.  On  the  other  streams  here  a  little  evening 
and  night  fishing  is  all  that  has  been  attempted, 
and  results,  generally  speaking,  have  been  very  poor 
— half-a-dozen  trout  or  so  being  about  the  average 
run.  The  first  sea-trout  of  the  season  tha^  I  have 
heard  of  were  taken  on  the  night  of  J une  9  on  the 
Kent — one  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Pollitt  on  the  Lower 
Levens  water,  and  the  other  by  the  Levens  Park 
party.  Given  a  good  flood  a  fair  run  of  these  fish 
will  follow.  On  Windermere  trouting  is  tailing  off. 
The  May  Fly  is  about  gone,  and  that  means  that 
Windermere  trout  will  remain  at  the  bottom  until 
the  latter  end  of  August  or  so,  when  an  on-and-off 
sort  of  rise  may  be  expected.  The  best  fish  for  the 
week  was  a  good  one  of  2|lb.  taken  by  Mr.  TurnbuU. 
Perch  are  beginning  to  bite  freely. 

[FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

(  The  Irlam  waters  of  the  C.P.A.A.  have  opened 
well,  plenty  of  J-pounders  are  taken,  and  one  of  31b. 
caught.  From  Bolton,  Warrington,  and  Liverpool 
there  have  been  large  quantities  of  rods  away.  The 
Gorton  Angling  Society  have  arranged  for  a  visit  to 
Poynton,  and  two  other  contests,  waters  not  selected. 
The  Tyldesley  and  District  Association  are  due  at 
Boothstown  on  Jvme  24  to  fish  a  match.  The  Bolton 
Mission  Angling  Society  are  to  visit  Astley  on  the 
same  date  for  a  contest  for  valuable  prizes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

With  all  our  rods  away,  and  clubs  deserted,  very 
little  news  is  available,    One  party  of  Ardwick  rods 


at  Lockerbie  are  having  good  sport,  quite  different 
from  their  experience  at  Easter.  At  the  last  minute 
the  party  was  reiuced  in  numbers,  a  few  crying  off. 
They  are  now  crying  out.  As  an  earnest  of  what 
they  are  doing  six  fish  of  181b.  have  arrived  here,  to 
say  nothing  of  smaller  ones.  At  the  last  a  few 
altered  their  minds,  but  there  has  been  a  big  turn- 
out all  round. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Needless  to  say  the  coarse  fish  angling  season 
opened  yesterday  (Friday),  and  when  these  notei 
were  written,  the  Trent  hid  reached  a  very  low 
level  indeed.  Rains  had  fallen,  and  more  ^would 
have  done  considerable  good.  B  irbel,  chub,  and 
roach  are  still  in  plenty  on  the  spawning  grounds, 
and  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  important  catches 
will  be  effected  until  we  are  well  into  July. 
At  present  the  caddis  grub  and  gentles  will  prove 
the  best  killers.  They  should,  however,  be  used  on 
the  lightest  possible  tackle  in  the  streams  and  other 
swift  flowing  currents.  At  Shardlow — and  here 
there  is  an  abundance  of  barbel  and  chub — Mr. 
Edgar  Birks,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  succeeded 
on  Saturday  (June  10)  in  creeling  a  handsome  brace 
of  trout.  A  few  brace  have  been  taken  on  the  lower 
portions  of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet,  and  with  more 
water  running  the  fish,  as  regards  bottom  baits, 
would  certainly  show  improved  sport.  As  it  is  they 
require  a  good  deal  of  dodging.  Salmon  of  large 
size  have  again  been  seen  "  pitching "  in  the  deep 
run  above  Colwick  Weir,  and  next  week  some  of  the 
subscribers  might  possibly  hook  one,  whilst  trying 
for  barbel  on  the  stonework  fringing  the  fall  on  the 
Holme  Pierrepont  side  of  the  fishery.  There  is 
unquestionably  any  quantity  of  coarse  fish  in  the 
river,  and  the  season  promises  remarkably  well. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  capital  weather  for  angling  tliia 
Whitsuntide,  not  too  ^bright,  but  genial,  and  there 
has  been  a  good  show  of  the  May  Fly  on  some 
streams  since  Friday  last,  and  some  have  done  well 
dapping  with  them  for  trout.  Fly  and  bottom 
anglers  have  been  out  in  numbers,  far  and  near,  and 
most  of  the  places  likely  to  provide  sport  have  been 
visited,  some  have  not  yet  returned.  All  seem  to 
have  caught  fish,  but  no  big  catches  are  recorded. 
Messrs.  Cooper,  Williams,  Stokes,  and  Johnson,  one 
to  four  brace  each,  J.  Hill,  Davis,  Knott,  Thomas, 
Thrift,  and  Wingfield  had  from  two  and  a  half  to 
five  brace  each,  some  taken  by  the  latter  consider- 
ably over  lib.  each.  Yesterday  (June  13),  Messrs. 
Donovan,  J.  Jones,  James,  Knight,  and  Brown- 
ing had  some  very  nice-sized  fish  each,  and  several 
are  away  fishing  to-day  (June  14),  but  it  has  been 
raining  hard,  with  tempest  this  afternoon,  which 
no  doubt  will  interfere  with  sport.  Still,  weather 
and  sport  are  a  great  improvement  on  last  year. 
Unfortunately,  we  hear  of  otters  being  on  several, 
indeed,  most,  of  the  fishing  waters,  and  have 
denuded  some  of  the  smaller  streams  of  their  fish, 
and  I  regret  to  say  there  are  no  otter  hounds  within 
many  miles  of  Worcester,  or  they  could  have  plenty 
of  sport.  On  Friday  the  coarse  fish  season  com- 
mences, and  there  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  chub  and 
dace  in  the  rivers,  and  some  hundreds  of  members 
of  the  local  clubs  will  be  after  them  next  week, 
and  there  are  two  competitions.  Salmon  fishing 
has  been  very  quiet  in  this  district.  Some  of  the 
nets  have  not  taken  a  single  fish,  it  has  been  better 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  Severn,  and  a  lovely  fish 
of  501b.  was  sent  on  June  8  to  London  from 
Gloucester,  it  was  over  4ft.  long,  and  in  fine  con- 
dition ;  it  is  the  largest  taken  this  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  angling  enthusiasts  connected  with  St. 
Lawrence's  Working;  Men's  Club,  York,  have  re- 
ceived from  Councillor  W.  R.  Robinson,  the  presi- 
dent, a  cup  to  be  competed  for  annually.  Mr.  J.  G. 
Butcher,  one  of  the  city  members  of  parliament, 
made  the  presentation  with  some  humorous  remarks. 
He  spoke  of  the  ancienoy  of  fishing  and  of  the  merits 
of  that  art.  He  said  he  had  always  noticed  that 
the  most  remarkable  catches  took  place  when  there 
was  nobody  present  to  see.  Mr.  W.  M.  Nelson, 
president  of  the  fishing  club,  received  the  cup, 
and  tendered  thanks  to  the  donor.  At  the 
instance  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  several 
prosecutions  were  undertaken  against  Tadcaster 
and  Ryther  residents.  Small  fines  were  inflicted 
in  two  cases  for  fishing  for  trout  without  a 
licence,  and  in  two  others  for  angling  for  fresh 
water  fish  during  the  close  season  at  Appleton 
Roebuck.  The  Tadcaster  A.  A.  have  awarded  prizes 
for  specimen  fish  to  Messrs.  J.  W.  Swann,  W.  F.  , 
Allen,  G.  Simpson,  Allan  Thompson,  C.  Jackson, 
J.  W.  Constantino,  H.  Fallan,  and  T.  Lazenby. 
June  16  is  the  date  generally  approved  lor  opening 
the  coarse  fish  angling  season  in  this  district.  When 
Leeds  and  District  A.S.  A.  intimated  to  the  Tadcaster 
Association  that  they  were  going   to  start  the 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  See. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL. 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Room.  Golf 
Links.  Moderate  Tariff.  Comfortable 
M.  WALTERS. 


CUILPAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B, 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Rainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts ;  fine 
scenery,  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address :  "  Macladyeu,  Cuilfail, 
Kilnielford." 

FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers ;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery  ;  Horses  and  Carriages ;  Golf ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  EskandLiddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANNBROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-fiirnished.  Appointments 
np  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  c&c.  New 
I'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Anghug 
terms  on  Upper  W^ater. — Address,  RtANAGERBSS. 


ALTNACEALCACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Pish- 
ing in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  IMcDONALD,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

E.\cellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months.  May, 
June,  .)uly.  Good  health  resort,  w  ith  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  tlience  coach  to 
Tongue. — Apply  to  M.  Macinnes. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY   CROES,  ANGLESEY, 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur- 
rounds Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes ;  Coron  Lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  five 
miles'  drive,  or  3t/.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  ;  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor. — Proprietor, T.J.  COTTRELL. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
fi'ee  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemhurg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 

Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  AN  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


LOOHENBREGK  HOTEL 

-]  ./  M)    SPA , 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotla.nd. 

Excellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  .staying 

at  the  HoteL 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 

ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Sa vole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEY ARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isepe.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (France.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHANNON,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdeley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


ANGLERS'  INN, 

ENNERDALE  LAKE,  CUMBERLAND 

(Situate  on  the  Shore  of  the  Lake). 

Scenery  Wild  and  Picturesque,  and  Air 
Dry  and  Bracing.  Exclusive  Fishing 
and  Boating  Bights  on  Lake.  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing  free  to  Visitors.  Good 
supply  of  safe  Boats.    Apply  for  Tariff — 

ROBERT  FAULDER, 

Anglers'  Inn,  Ennerdalc,  Cleator, 
CUMBERLAND. 


UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Vnde.r  JJistitif/ui.shed  I'atfonar/e. 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  tlie  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  orje  of  the  best 
Oolf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Taritf  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
'  The  Sea  Trout  fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere," 


"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  gray  liny.' 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE 
SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fishingon  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2}  (!uineas  per  week. — For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  il/a?(a</en 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

REGINA  HOTEL,  llil^: 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden.   ENTRANCE  OF  BLACK  FOREST. 


MUNICH. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Class.       Clioicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Culleu,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
lishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5.s'.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


LOCH  RANNOGH  HOTEL 

KINL  OCH-RA  NNOCH. 

First-class  Tourist  Hotel.  Moderate 
charges.  Free  Fishing  on  Loch  and  part 
of  River.  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men. Unrivalled  scenery.  Only  Hotel 
overlooking  the  Loch.  Posting  at  Struan 
and  Kinloch-Rannoch. 

GEO.  GOW,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Gow,  Kinloch-Rannoch." 


SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING 

(Good)  on  RIVER  AWE  by  day  or  week. 


Apply,  ERASER, 

LOCH   AWE  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Awe,  Argyllshire. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

WHICHFORD  MILL,  SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR, 

W.i  R  WICKSHIRE. 

On  the  borders  of  Oxfordshire,  Gloucestershire, 
and  Worcestershire.  Old-fashioned  Farmliouse 
(dated  1711).  BOard  residence,  30s.  weekly. 
Grand  scenery,  charming  drives  to  Shakespeare's 
country.  Edge  Hills,  Compton  Wynates,  Brough- 
ton  Castle,  Wro,xton  Abbey,  Heithorp,  Broadway, 
Whichford  and  'Wolfold  'tt^oods,  Weston  House, 
and  Park,  King's  Stones,  and  many  more  places 
of  interest.  Two  miles  good,  preserved  Trout 
Fishing,  restocked  1902-03-04  with  Rainbows 
andSalnioFarios.  Tickets  2s.  6(/.  daily.  Shooting, 
300  acres.  Railway  Station,  Hook  Norton,  via 
Banbury.  Highest  references.  Apply,  K.  E.  CoOK. 


PRIVATE     FISHING  IN 
THE  RIVER  COLNE. 


TO  BE  LET— Close  to  Wraysbury  Station. 

Splendid  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of 
the  Best  Reaches  in  this  excellent  river. 


Apply— P.  &  G.  GEEN, 
57,  Waterloo  Road,  London,  S.E. 


TO  LEX 

For  Two  or  Three  Months, 

PRETTY  RIVERSIDE  COTTAGE 

Three  Bed  and  two  Sitting  Rooms,  Bath, 
with  use  of  Boat  and  one  mile  of  preserved 
Fishing.  On  main  line,  within  half -hour 
of  London.  Four  guineas  weekly.  Also 
Pishing  by  Day  or  Season  Ticket. — Apply, 
Lessee,"  The  King's  Weir,  Wormley, 
Herts, 


Resbd  Tliiis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  wiU  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  2s.  ;  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. ; 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolxn  HVliite  &•  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


PONTOON  BRIDGE  HOTEL, 

CONN  CULLEN,  Co.  MAYO,  IRELAND, 

is  now  opened  to  receive  visitors ;  fifteen 
minutes'  drive  from  Foxford  Station. 
Charges  strictly  moderate.- 

P.  J.  COGHLAN,  Peopbietob. 


FISHING  AND  SHOOTING 

TO  1L.ET. 


The  fishing  consists  of  Five  miles  of  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  in  the  river  Lune,  and  excel- 
lent Trout  Fishing  in  a  new  large  Lake,  which 
has  been  stocked  with  over  S,OiJU  Rainbows,  be- 
sides Brown  Trout,  all  averaging  about  2  lbs. 
The  number  of  Hods  will  be  limited,  but  appli- 
cations for  single  Rods  will  be  entertained. 
Also  two  or  three  Guns  in  an  excellent  mixed 
Shooting  of  about  7,000  acres,  including  Grouse 
Moor,  and  500  acres  Rabbit  Warren.  The  above 
are  situate  near  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  and  within 
easy  access  of  all  parts  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca- 
shire. Good  accommodation  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
and  at  the  Farm  Houses  on  the  Estate. — Apply 
to  C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Park,  Kirkby 
Lonsdale. 


TO    BE    LET  J325. 

Ihoiit  Tiro  Miles  0/ 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING 

Pike,  Chub,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Eels,  in 
River  Thame,  about  1  mile  from  junction 
with  the  Thames,  2^  from  WaUingford ; 
about      hours  from  London  by  G.W.R. 

.Good  accommodation  in  village. 
Address,  "A.B.," Post  Office,  Warborough, 
WaUingford,  Berks. 


A  FREEHOLD  LAKE 

of  about  40  acres,  with  cottage,  boats,  meadow, 
kitchen  garden,  &c.,  for  disposal.  E.xceilent 
Fishing.  Several  miles  of  good  river  adjoining 
can  be  rented.  There  is  also  about  100  acres  of 
good  rough  Shooting  free.  Price  only  £2,000. — 
Messrs.  Jeffries,  11,  Hart  Street,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C. 


AN  EXPERIENCED  MAN 

REQUIRES  SITUATION 

As  First  Counter  Hand  or  Manager  of 
Fishing  Tackle  Establishment.  20  years' 
experience  in  old  -  established  house. 
Highest  references. — "  W.  H.  M.,"  Wal- 
ton House,  18,  Highbury  Crescent  West, 
London, N. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Slall ; 
LUMLEY  &  DO  WELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS'.  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


W.H.Y.  Special  Waterproofing 

FISHING,  GOLF&  SHOOTiNC  BOOTS. 

Readily  absorbed. 
Resists  Mould  and  Insects. 
Cans,  6d.  and  XI-  nett. 

Of  Stores,    Oilmen,  Sc. 
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season  [on  JJune  10,  the  latter  did  not  approve  of 
the  proposal,  and  remarked  that,  "  Anyone  opening 
the  season  sooner  than  the  16th  was  taking  a  step 
very  injurious  to  the  gentle  art,  seeing  the  filthy 
condition  of  thousands  of  fish  to  be  seen  in  the 
river  in  the  Tadcaster  reaches." 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  hot  and  bright,  and 
angling  has  been  much  below  the  mark  on  the 
majority  of  waters,  while  on  others  little  or  nothing 
was  done.  Peal  have  been  coming  up  in  good 
numbers  at  Killamey,  where  the  Laune  holds  still  a 
good  volume  of  water,  and  sea-trout  are  showing  up 
at  a  few  places  notwithstanding  low  waters.  Those 
latter  fish,  however,  have  not  furnished  good  sport 
at  any  place  so  far.  The  cry  is  general  for  rain, 
but  there  are  no  signs  at  present  that  it  is  to  come, 
and  if  the  drought  continues  for  another  week  many 
of  the  smaller  streams  will  become  practically  dried 
up.  Sea  angling  has  also  been  backward  owing  to 
the  existing  climatic  conditions,  but  some  fair  sport 
has  been  had  in  the  late  evenings  at  pollack,  gurnard, 
and  other  fish  along  the  western  and  south-western 
coasts. 

North  op  Ikeland. 
There  is  no  change  for  the  better  in  the  weather 
from  the  angler's  standpoint,  as  it  was  provokingly 
dry  and  bright  all  the  week.  The  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  will  I  reopen  the  Antrim  Road  Basin 
Saturday  afternoon,  July  1.  Salmon  have  run  up 
the  Mourne  as  far  as  Lifford,  where  they  are  in  the 
deep  pools  awaiting  the  long  looked  for  spate  to 
carry  them  up  stream. 

West  of  Ireland. 
An  extraordinarily  large  run  of  peal  and  salmon 
went  up  the  Corrib  this  week,  commencing  on 
June  13.  Of  course  the  nets  got  a  goodly  per- 
centage, and  the  seven  rods  out  on  that  date  caught 
some  fifty  fish,  despite  the  rather  unfavourable 
state  of  the  water  and  the  weather.  In  the  West 
more  rain  is  very  badly  needed  to  give  sport  a  good 
chance.  The  Carrownisky  opens  on  July  1.  It  is 
the  last  Irish  river  to  open. 


Jlssoctafions,  cfc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- lane.  Barbican,  on 
Monday,  June  19,  at  8  p.m.  Will  the  delegates 
please  provide  themselves  with  the  new  voting 
and  admission  card — they  have  been  sent  to  their 
secretaries.  The  demand  for  the  new  privilege 
tickets  has  been  very  heavy,  and  in  very  many 
cases,  I  regret  to  say,  secretaries  sent  in  their  list^ 
very  late,  and  disappointments  may  have  resulted 
during  this  week's  meeting  through  no  fault  of 
mine ;  but  every  member  should  have  received  his 
ticket  ere  this  notice  is  read  on  Saturday  next. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
The  Carlton  Angling  Society  and  their  president 
(Mr.  Adrian  Lumley)  have  kindly  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  A.B.S.  committee  a  handsome  cup  for 
competition,  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  pros- 
perity of  the  society.  Broadly,  the  present  idea  is 
that  in  the  competition  which  is  usually  held  on 
the  Thames  in  the  autumn,  any  club  having  four  or 
more  members  (who  are  at  the  same  time  members 
of  the  A.B.S.)  entering  will  be  entitled,  without 
extra  charge  or  entrance  fee,  to  have  the  best  scores 
of  their  members  aggregated,  but  no  more  than 
four  scores  are  to  count.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
it  is  possible  for  one  take  of  fish  to  place  the  club 
at  the  top.  The  winning  club  will  hold  the  trophy 
for  one  year,  and  the  first  club  to  win  it  three  times 
(not  necessarily  in  succession)  will  become  its 
absolute  owners.  The  cup  will  be  in  addition  to 
the  usual  prizes,  and  will  not  debar  individual  com- 
petitors from  taking  prizes  in  rotation.  It  is  con- 
fidently anticipated  that  there  will  be  additional 
prizes  for  cup  competitors  only,  and  it  now  remains 
for  clubs  to  ensure  a  sufficient  number  of  their 
members  joining  the  A.B.S.  to  make  the  com- 
petition prove  the  success  which  the  kind  thought 
of  the  donors  deserves.  N.B. — In  future  all  com- 
petitions in  aid  of  the  society  will  be  conducted 
solely  by  officials  of  the  A.B.S. — W.  H.  Barber. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took  place  on 
June  8  under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  Ernest 
Roberts.  After  everyone  had  done  justice  to  an 
excellent  dinner,  the  usual  loyal  toast  was  duly 
honoured.  The  chairman,  in  proposing  "The 
Blenheim  Angling  Society,"  referred  to  the  good 
progress  the  society  had  made,  to  the  splendid  lot 


of  fish  put  into  the  water  last  year,  and  to  the 
promising  outlook.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry, 
replied,  stating  that  the  financial  position  was  very 
encouraging,  that  the  roll  of  members  was  steadily 
increasing,  and,  in  short,  the  society  was  flourish- 
ing. Mr.  Armitage  also  spoke,  thanking  the  com- 
mittee and  other  officers  for  the  work  they  had 
done.  Letters  regretting  unavoidable  absence  were 
received  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  {Fishing  Oazetle), 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  {Anglers'  News),  and  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff  and  others.  The  prizes  won  last  season 
were  distributed  by  the  chairman,  who,  as  is  usual, 
opened  a  list  of  prizes  for  the  present  season,  when, 
having  in  mind,  perhaps,  certain  corresoondence 
which  recently  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle  on 
the  subject  of  cash  prizes,  many  of  the  donors 
gave  prizes  in  kind  and  not  cash.  Messrs.  T.  Adam^, 
Cracknell,  Read,  Kirk,  Marks,  and  others  kindly 
contributed  songs  at  intervals  during  the  evening ; 
also  Mr.  Wood  Barrett,  whose  singing  was  much 
appreciated.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  proposed  "The 
Anglers'  Association  and  A.B.S.,"  and  wished  these 
societies  all  the  success  and  support  they  deserved, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (A.B.S.)  suitably  replied. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  with  musical 
honours,  brought  an  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. 
— E.  B. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

Will  members — particularly  the  many  new  clubs — 
kindly  note  that  Esher  Fishery  and  Swan  Meadow, 
Pulborough,  will  not  be  fishable  until  July  1 ,  when 
it  is  anticipated  the  grass  will  be  cut. — W.  J.  W.j 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  held  last  week  at  Mason's  Hull 
(previous  to  the  smoking  concert)  Mr.  G.  W. 
Thompson  presided.  There  were  sundry  reports  of 
trout  fishing  at  Hertford  and  elsewhere  from  Messrs. 
Green,  Higgrs,  Merritt,  and  Snare,  who  had  taken 
several  small  ones  which  had  been  returned,  Mr. 
Warne,  also  at  Hertford  (on  a  Dusty  Miller),  taking 
a  nice  one  of  l^lb.,  besides  good  chub  (at  Chertsey) 
which  were  put  back ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  at  same 
place,  also  putting  back  a  nice  pike  of  I21b.  Mr. 
Isaacs  reported  capture  of  a  curiously  malformed 
trout,  which,  as  a  monstrosity,  had  been  sent  to 
Cooper's  for  preservation.  Mr.  Beamont  had  been 
fairly  successful  at  Bournemouth,  taking  over  120 
various  fish,  including  pouting,  whiting,  sea  perch, 
pollack,  etc  ;  also  Mr.  Begernie  (at  Brighton) 
taking  a  number  of  flatfish.  Two  nice  volumes 
were  added  to  the  library  by  an  anonymous  donor, 
who  was  very  cordially  thanked.  A  gentleman  was 
nominated  for  membership,  ballot  June  20.  Later 
in  the  evening,  during  concert  interval,  medals, 
previously  awarded,  were  presented  as  follows  :  — 
Mr.  H.  G.  Lee,  for  perch  of  21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Halls,  for  roach  lib.  I3Joz. ;  and  to  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higg-,  for  dace.  The  meeting  concluded  with  the 
customary  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man. During  the  evening  it  was  announced  that 
Mr.  Bellamy  had  kindly  offered  to  present  a  valuable 
and  useful  prize  to  the  captor  of  the  best  roach — 
single  fish — taken  at  Wraysbury  during  the  coming 
season.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  on  Tuesday 
next,  June  20,  there ^will  be  a  dace  and  roaoh  com- 
petition (for  the  society's  smaller  medals)  at  the 
fisheiy  in  question. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  rains  of  last  week  have  benefited  the  Chess, 
and  brought  the  trout  on  the  rise.  Those  who 
visited  this  fishery  during  the  last  week-end  have 
met  with  very  fair  sport,  and  some  very  good  ones 
have  been  creeled.  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders  took  a 
perfect  specimen  of  21b.  on  Saturday,  and  Mr. 
Eldred  a  couple  of  brace  of  sizeable  fish,  returning 
many  to  the  stream.  There  was  a  capital  rise  of 
Alders  on  Tuesday,  and  ^the  fish  were  taking  them 
freely.  During  the  evening  the  water  fairly  "  boiled  " 
with  rising  fish,  but  as  they  were  "  smutting  "  it 
was  very  difficult  to  find  an  imitation  small  enough 
to  deceive  them.  Green  well's  Glory  and  a  Sedge 
accounted  for  some  nice  fish.  Prospects  for  next 
week-end  should  improve  with  the  fine  weather  we 
are  now  getting. — -Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S  Stone  presided  on  June  6.  The  principal 
business  was  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  year. 
There  are  over  forty  prizes.  There  was  no  meeting 
on  Tuesday  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  our 
esteemed  host  and  fellow  angler,  Mr.  J.  H,  Rollings, 
who  succumbed  after  a  few  days'  illness  to  pneu- 
monia.— H.  C.  M. 

West  Hampstead  Angling  Society. 

This  newly-formed  club  held  its  annual  general 
meeting  at  headquarters.  Alliance  Hotel,  West 
Hampstead,  on  June  5,  thirty-five  members  being 
present,  the  president,  Mr.  Isaacs,  in  the  chair. 
The  balance-sheet  showed  a  substantial  amount  in 
hand.  Officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  the  president  congratulated  the  club  on  its 


rapid  success.  The  hon.  sec,  Mr.  E.  A.  Seyd,  ten- 
dered his  resignation  owing  to  his  bad  state  of 
health.  It  was  accepted  with  great  regret,  he  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  club.  Mr.  A.  E.  Jarvis, 
of  29,  Achilles-road,  West  Hampstead,  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Members  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful among  the  trout,  six  brace  having  been 
caught  in  the  club  water  at  Rickmansworth.  Three 
fine  specimens,  Olb.  2oz.,  51b.  5oz.,  5lb.  Uoz.,  taken 
by  Messrs.  C.  Ashrnead,  T.  Anthony,  and  A.  E. 
Jarvis  respectively,  will  grace  the  club-room  wall, 
they  being  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  for 
preservation. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"  WHO  SENT  THE  FIRST  TROUT  OVA  ^ 
TO  AUSTRALIA  ?  " 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  much  interest  the  article 
on  the  above  in  last  week's  Fishing  Oazetle,  and 
especially  your  editorial  comment.  I  think  that  in 
addition  to  the  gentlemen  named,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  introduction  of  trout  to  the 
Tasmanian  rivers,  there  should  most  certainly  be 
added  that  of  Mr.  Ponder.  He  lived,  I  believe,  at 
Hampton,  and  fitted  up  a  fish  hatching  apparatus 
in  his  greenhouse.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  adopt 
and  advocate  the  system  of  artificial  breeding,  wiien 
pisciculture  was  in  its  infancy.  He  was  in  active 
co-operation  with  both  Mr.  F.  Buckland  and  Mr. 
Francis  Francis,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  their 
efforts  to  send  out  English  trout  to  the  Antipodes. 
He  was  the  first  to  initiate  me  into  the  method  of 
artificial  breeding,  and  to  show  me  the  way  to  strip 
a  fish.  I  think  he  had  been  experimenting  earlier 
than  1864,  and  had  supplied  Mr.  Buckland  with  th© 
first  ova  sent  out,  which  I  fancy  was  in  1862.  The 
first  two  attempts  proved  abortive  ;  the  ova  though 
placed  in  moss  and  ice,  not  being  able  to  survive  the 
passage  through  the  tropics.  The  third  attempt, 
liowever,  was  successful.  The  ova  were  most  care- 
fully packed,  and  additional  precautions  taken  by 
Mr.  Youl  to  protect  them  from  the  heat  on  the 
passage,  and  we  were  delighted  to  hear  that  the 
good  ship  Norfolk  had  at  last  conveyed  a  consign- 
ment of  healthy  ova  to  their  distant  destination.  If 
my  memory  is  correct,  they  were  sent  to  Christ- 
church,  N.Z. 

I  had  supplied  ova  to  Mr.  Francis  on  the  previous 
occasions,  and  when  he  was  making  preparations  for 
the  last  consignment,  he  wrote  asking  me  if  I  could 
procure  him  a  further  supply.  I  could  only  manage 
to  get  about  700.  I  well  remember  taking  these  up 
in  small  bait-can  direct  to  the  "  Firs,"  at  Twicken- 
ham, where  he  was  then  residing.  I  carried  them 
all  the  way  in  my  hand,  in  o.der  to  prevent  the 
chance  of  any  injury  from  the  jar  or  shake  of  the 
train. 

I  was  very  intimate  with  Mr.  Francis.  He  resided 
for  some  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wycombe, 
and  I  have  had  many  a  day's  fishing  with  him,  both 
here  and  in  the  Chess  and  Kennet.  He  had  the 
highest  opinion  of  the  Wycombe  fish,  and  said  they 
weie  the  handsomest  trout  in  the  kingdom,  and  was 
very  desirous  that  some  of  this  breed  should  be  sent 
out.  When  this  attempt  had  been  successfully 
accomplished,  and  reports  of  the  New  Zealand  troub 
were  received  here,  he  said  he  had  no  doubt  from 
the  description  given  that  they  were  descendants  of 
the  Wycombe  breed,  whose  chief  characteristics  are 
their  shortness  and  thickness,  their  very  silvery 
bellies,  and  black  spots.  Of  cours",  if  this  is  correct. 
I  feel  somewhat  proud  of  the  part  I  took  in  procuring 
the  contents  of  the  little  bait-can  I  took  up  for  con- 
signment. To  that,  I  think,  may  be  traced  the 
oiigin  of  the  magnificent  trout  with  which  the  rivers 
of  Tasmania  are  so  splendidly  stocked,  and  which 
are  now,  I  suppose,  affording  perhaps  the  finest  trout 
fishing  in  the  woi  Id. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  com- 
munication, but  regai  ding  Mr.  Fonder  as  one  of  the 
Pioneers  of  Pisciculture,  and  knowing  the  long  and 
valuable  services  he  lenderedin  connection  with  the 
transportation  of  trout  ova,  I  did  not  quite  like, 
when  mention  was  made  of  individuals  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of 
this  desirable  result,  that  his  name  should  be  over- 
looked or  omitted. — Faithfully  yours, 

"High  Wycombe.  J.  Thurlow. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Thurlow  for  his 
interesting  note.  Mr.  Ponder  did  very  good  work 
in  the  early  days  of  fish  culture.  In  the  forties  and 
fifties,  and  earlier,  very  good  work  was  done  by  the 
Ashworths  and  Raruibottoms,  by  Mr.  Shaw  and 
Mr.  Young,  as  related  in  Mr.  Brown's  capital  accDunt 
of  The  Slormontfield  Experiment,  publishel  in  1SU3. 
—Ed.] 
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".WHO  SENT  THE  FIRST  TROUT  OVA 
TO  AUSTRALIA." 
Dear  Sib,— As  a  pupil  of  the  late  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  at  the  time  the  trout  ova  waa  presented 
to  Mr.  Youl  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  on 
Jan.  15,  1864.  They  were  the  firat  to  be  received 
by  Mr.  Youl,  three  days  later  Mr.  Francis  Francis 
sent  about  800,  and  two  days  later  700  more  ova  ; 
all  three  were  forwarded  at  the  same  time  on  board 
the  Norfolk.  Mr.  Buckland's  ova  was  taken  in  a 
branch  of  the  Itchen,  which  runs  through  Admiral 
Keppel's  garden  at  Bishopstoke,  near  Winchester  ; 
now  whether  the  ova  taken  from  Mr.  Spicer's  mill 
on  the  Wey,  and  Mr.  Thurlow's  mill  on  the  Wick, 
at  High  Wycombe,  Buc.ks,  were  the  ova  sent  by  Mr. 
Youl  in  January,  1864,  I  cannot  say,  because  Mr. 
Buckland  states  it  is  but  fair  to  say  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  sent  some  ova  at  the  same  time,  but  these 
were,  in  his  belief,  the  ova  of  the  "  bouge,"  or  sea- 
trout,  and  not  of  the  common  trout  {Salmo  fario). 
Mr.  Buckland  also  states,  I  believe  I  may  fairly  say 
that  these  colonies  owe  the  existence  and  almost 
abundance  of  trout  at  the  Antipodes  to  myself. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  Gosden,  Pisciculturist  to  his 
late  Grace  Arthur  Duke  of 
Wellington,  K.G.,  P.O. 

TO  PRESERVE  BAITS. 

Dear  Sie, — Can  you  give  me  any  information 
regarding  the  preservation  of  baits  suitable  for 
spinning  purposes  ? — something  which  will  keep 
minnows  and  other  baits  for  three  or  four  months 
so  as  not  to  lose'  their  colour,  and  if  possible  to 
toughen  them  at  the  same  time.  Wishing  your 
paper  continued  success. — Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  Hunt. 

[I  do  not  think  anything  is  so  good  as  formalin. 
Here  is  the  recipe  for  using  it: — "  Thoroughly  clean 
your  minnows  from  all  glut  (by  placing  them  in  a 
colander  and  allow  the  water  to  run  freely  over 
them  from  the  tap,  mixing  them  well  with  very 
clean  hands).  Have  ready  a  clean  wide-mouthed 
bottle;  place,  say,  three  dozen  in  it,  then  add  as 
much  water  so  as  to  merely  cover  them,  adding  a 
teaspoonful  of  formalin.  After  lying  in  this  for 
two  or  three  days  only,  take  them  out  and  wipe 
them  with  a  dry  cloth;  again  clean  bottle,  and 
place  minnows  with  same  quantity  of  water  and 
one  half  teaspoonful  of  formalin,  sealing  up  bottle 
airtight  with  wax." — Ed.] 


BAIT  PRESERVING  QUERY  AND 
TROUT  SPOTS. 
Deab  Sik,— May  I  be  permitted  to  a?k  an  old,  old 
question  ?  What  is  the  best  method  of  pickling 
baits,  such  as  dace  and  bleak,  to  preserve  their 
colour  without  making  them  too  stiff  ?  I  have  tried 
various  plans  advocated  from  time  to  time  in  back 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,,  but  have  never  been 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  result.  Some  of  our  tackle 
dealers  succeed  admirably.  Is  their  formula  a  trade 
secret  ? 

Am  I  betraying  hopeless  ignorance  in  asking  if 
there  is  such  a  fish  as  a  land  locked  salmon-trout  ? 
I  had  a  rather  mixed  bag  recently  in  two  days'  fish- 
ing on  the  Chess,  three  typical  brown  trout  of 
yib.  2oz.,  2|lb.,  and  2.|lb.,  a  big  rainbow  of  just 
under  31b.,  which  I  returned  after  a  splendid  fight 
an  unmistakable  Loch  Leven  of  l|lb. — how  did  this 
come  there  '? — and  a  beautifully-shaped  fish  of  21b., 
very  silvery,  with  x  salmon  markings,  totally 
different  from  any  other  I  caught.  Last  year  I  had 
a  similar  fish  of  the  same  weight,  and  some  years 
ago  I  had  a  perfect  little  fib.  trout,  quite  silver, 
like  a  dace,  and  almost  without  spots.  Several 
anglers  called  these  salmon-trout.  It  was  also 
Huggpsted  that  they  were  brown  trout  which  had 
lost  their  round  spots  and  gained  their  silvery  colour 
by  taking  to  fish  diet  Hke  the  Thames  trout.  If  so, 
why  did  they  succumb  to  my  tiny  detached  badger  "> 
I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could  tell  me  what 
these  fish  really  were. 

I  am  sending  you  a  photograph  of  a  Thames  trout 
I  caught  recently,  of  about  4Jlb.  The  photo  shows 
the  spots  in  a  transition  stage.  There  are  one  or 
two  big  round  spots  near  the  iiead,  and  the  x  mark- 
ings by  the  tail.  I  had  one  of  3|lb.  shortly  before, 
in  which  the  proportion  of  marking-!  was  almost 
exactly  reversed,  the  round  spots  predominating. 
Is  the  disappearance  of  the  round  spots  due  to  fish 
diet  ? 

I  was  much  interested  in  Mr  George  Gillett's 
photograph  of  the  big  trout.  I  wish  some  kiad 
anghng  photographer  would  send  you  pictures  of 
one  or  two  of  the  Earl's  Court  monsters  for  the 
benefit  of  your  numerous  readers  who  cannot  go  to 

see  them  lor  themselves  like  Mr.  Phillips  Yours 

t-^^i'y'  Penk. 

[I  du  not  know  any  better  preservative  than 
formahn,  the  recipe  for  which  is  given  in  answer  to 
another  correspondent.  It  certainly  makes  baits 
Stiff  and  tough,  but  this  has  usually  been  considered 


an  advantage.  I  have  not  found  sprats,  gudgeon, 
etc.,  too  tough,  but  I  soak  them  in  plain  water  before 
using.  "  Penk  "  might  try  transferring  the  bait,  after 
it  has  been  in  formalin  for  scyne  days,  to  glycerine. 
So  many  different  sorts  of  trout  have  been  put  into 
the  Chess  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  exactly  what 
some  of  the  fish  are.  I  do  not  think  that  trout  spots 
vary— I  mean  the  progeny  of  fish  which  have  a 
certain  class  of  marking  will  retain  it  unless  crossed. 
I  recently  caught  one  or  two  trout  with  almost  plain 
brown  skins,  just  one  or  two  largish  violet  spots; 
they  were  in  good  condition,  but  I  much  prefer  the 
trout  which  have  a  great  show  of  brown  spots  with 
some  red  ones. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LANCASHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, —<' Fresh  -  Water  Angler"  inquires 
about  fishmg  "near  Lancashire."  This  is  a  hi" 
order.  Whereabouts  does  he  mean  ?  Does  he 
want  to  fish  in  the  south  of  the  county,  say,  near 
Manchester,  or  in  the  west,  say,  near  Liverpool,  or 
in  the  extreme  north,  say,  at  Windermere'  or 
Coniston  ?  There  is  every  variety  of  fishing  in 
Lancashire.  In  this  day's  Daily  Dispatch  (June  10) 
I  have  a  long  article  on  fishing  in  Windermere 
which  may  interest  him.  Meanwhile,  what  sort  of 
fishing  does  he  want,  and  where  does  he  want  it  ?— 
Yours  truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


FISHIJfG  NEAR  LANCASHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Fresh-water  Angler," 
regarding  good  cheap  fishing  within  easy  reach  of 
Lancashire,  I  can  recommend  Stockport  Cjunty 
Anglers'  Association's  private  waters  at  Stockport  • 
headquarters  Hollywood  Hotel,  Stockport;  also 
High  Lane  Canal,  Middlewood,  L.  &  N.  W.  Railway, 
where  excellent  fishing  can  be  had  at  the  moderate 
sum  of  4d.  per  day. — Yonrs  truly. 

Constant  Reader. 

FISH  THAT  LEAP. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  read  with  much  interest  the 
recent  articles  about  playing  leaping  fish,  I  should 
like  to  be  allowed  to  express  my  own  views,  especi- 
ally as  I  know  they  are  opposed  to  those  of  a  large 
number  of  really  good  anglers. 

My  opinion,  which  I  give  with  deference  to  that 
of  others  who  are  better  fishermen  than  myself,  is 
that  I  think  the  question  is  very  mi>ch  a  matter  of 
what  hunting  men  call  ".hands."  that  is  to  say,  a 
certain  delicacy  of  touch  or  give  and  take  which 
is  very  hard  to  describe,  but  which  enables  a  man 
to  regulate  at  will  the  pressure  he  puts  upon  his 
fish  or  upon  his  hors3's  mouth. 

"Hands,"  no  doubt,  are  to  a  great  extent  a  gift 
born  in  a  man,  but  the  property  can  to  some  degree 
be  acquired,  and  for  this  I  know  of  no  better  train- 
ing for  a  young  fisherman  than  learning  to  kill  fish 
with  the  fly  on  single  hair  as  I  did  when  a  boy 
amongst  chub  and  dace,  and  later  on  with  trout, 
not  that  I  ever  use  hair  now,  but  the  training  it 
gave  me  was  very  valuable. 

Of  course,  leaping  fish  will  be  lost  sometimes, 
whichever  method  is  adopted,  but  I  feel  convinced 
that  far  fewer  will  be  lost  when,  instead  of  droppin<^ 
the  rod  point  and  allowing  a  slack  line,  the  rod  is 
raised  to  the  perpendicular  and  the  finger  taken  off 
the  line,  thus  allowing  the  reel  free  play  with  the 
rod  in  the  best  position  to  take  off  any  sudden  jar 
upon  the  line,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  to  do  this  successfully,  to  have  a  very  free 
running  reel,  and  the  check  on  most  reels  is  too 
stiff.  The  only  exception  I  know  to  this  rule  is 
when  a  fish  jumps  just  under  the  point  of  the  rod, 
in  which  case  it  may  be  better  to  lower  the  hand^ 
and  to  some  extent  the  rod  point  also,  just  before 
the  fish  returns  to  the  water. 

How  many  fish  does  one  catch  every  season 
which  come  frea  from  the  hook  the  moment  they 
are  in  the  net  and  the  strain  is  released  ?  Hooks 
do  not  always  penetrate  beyond  the  barb,  and  even 
if  they  do  the  hold  sometimes  becomes  so  worn 
that  the  hook  drops  out  as  soon  as  the  tension  is 
removed.  Therefore,  I  think  the  leas  one  allows  a 
slack  line  the  lass  chance  there  is  of  losincr  one's 
fish. 

I  once  played  a  71b.  sea-trout  for  over  ten 
minutes  on  a  hook  with  the  point  and  barb  broken 
off.  though  this  fish  repeatedly  leaped  out  of  water. 
I  certainly  lost  him  at  last  when  he  came  towards 
me  quite  exhausted  and  opened  his  mouth,  but  that 
makes  no  difference  to  my  contention  that  a  slack 
line  at  any  moment  would  have  resulted  in  his 
getting  away  sooner. 

The  wildest  fish  I  ever  killed  was  a  101b.  salmon 
in  Loch  Shiel,  foul-hooked  under  the  jaw  on  a 
trout  rod  with  quite  fine  undrawn  gut  in  a  gale  of 
wind  ;  this  fish  took  runs  of  twenty  to  thirty  yards 
at  a  time,  repeatedly  leaping  out  of  water  and 
striking  the  line  in  the  air  with  his  tail,  yet  I  never 
once  dropped  the  rod  point,  but  depended  entirely 
on  a  good  free-running  Slater's  patent  reel  with  a 


very  light  check,  and  kept  my  rod  point  well  up, 
and  succeeded,  after  forty  exciting  minutes  in  a 
boat  tossing  about  in  a  heavy  sea,  in  getting  him 
safely  to  the  gaff,  and  then  went  back  to  near 
where  I  hooked  him  and  killed  another  of  about  the 
same  size,  which  also  leaped  a  good  deal  but  was 
fairly  hooked  in  the  mouth. 

I  therefore  think  that  my  theory  is  at  all  events 
workable.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  have  never 
lost  a  leaping  fish,  but  I  have  lost  very  few,  and 
never  remember  having  been  broken  by  one.  At 
the  same  time  I  do  not  wish  to  lay  down  any  hard- 
and-faat  rule  — the  angler  must  be  guided  by 
circumstances. 

<<  doubt  for  the  beginner,  or  the  man  without 
"hands" — the  sort  of  man  I  mean  who  always 
breaks  his  cast  when  he  gets  caught  up  behind  him 
in  a  tree  when  throwing— the  safest  rule  is  to  drop 
the  rod  point  to  a  leaping  fish,  but  he  will,  by  doing 
so,  lose  some  fish  which  his  more  skiUul  brother 
fisherman  would  have  creeled. — Yours  truly. 

An  Amateur. 

FISHING  NEAR  LUDLOW. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  G.  Austin's  letter  as 
to  fishing  near  Ludlow,  there  is  a  stretch  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mUe  of  public  water,  and  that  is  now 
used  for  boating.  All  the  other  water  is  preserved, 
and  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  fishing  at  all. 
There  is  no  fishing  association. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Ludlow. 


RE  FISHING  FLOATS. 
Dear  Sir, — From  time  to  time  since  the  article 
describing  my  pattern  of  float  appeared  on  Jan.  7, 
1905  ("Article  VL,  Concerning  Floats"),  anglers 
have  written  me  asking  to  be  supplied  with  them. 
May  I  inquire  whether  you  know  of  any  maker 
who  has  taken  up  the  idea  ?  You  mentioned  that 
you  would  submit  same  to  Messrs.  Foster,  of 
Ashbourne.  In  any  case  I  should  be  obliged  if  you 
would  kindly  insert  a  note  in  an  early  issue  to  the 
effect  that  I  am  not  a  tackle  maker.  I  have  no 
doubt  anglers  can  readily  have  them  made  to  order 
according  to  the  clear  description  given  in  the 
article  thereon. — Yours  truly,     J.  A.  Peroival. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "J.  R.,"  I  recommend 
him  to  buy  "  Trouting  in  Norway,"  by  General 
^"  published  by  Simpkin  Marshall 

and  Co.    It  is  very  complete. — Yours  truly, 

W.  B. 


FISHING  AT  BREAMORE. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspond- 
ents tell  me  if  there  is  any  free  or  payment  fishing 
to  be  had  at  or  around  Breamore  on  the  Hampshire 
Avon  ?  I  shall  be  staying  there  during  August, 
and  am  anxious  to  do  some  fishing,  either  coarse  or 
trout.  I  should  be  extremely  obliged  for  any 
information  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

C.  E.  S. 


HOW  TO  RUIISr  A  DRY-FLY  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  no  one  has  replied  to 
"H.  M.  C.'s"  query  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  20  re  "  Canoe  on  a  Dry-Fly  Stream."  If 
"H.  M.  C."  wants  to  ruin  his  chance  of  catching 
any  thing  but  the  smallest  trout,  I  should  strongly 

advise  him  to  put  a  boat  or  canoe  on  the  water  

Yours  truly,  DrED-GALLiNA. 


CANOE  ON  DRY-FLY  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  wants  to  spoil 
his  dry-fiy  water  by  all  means  put  on  a  canoe,  but 
why  stop  at  a  single  canoe  ? — Yours  truly. 

Menaul.  I 


FISHING  IN  THE  BRUE. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  any  angler  kindly  tell  me  if 
tickets  are  issued  for  fishing  in  the  Somersetshire 
Brue  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Highbridge  ?  I 
should  also  be  pleased  to  know  the  extent  of  water, 
also  the  address  of  the  association's  secretary  — 
Yours  truly,  l^ce. 

FISHING  IN  SUTHERLANDSHIRB. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  arranging  to  visit  Sutherland- 
shire  for  a  week  or  ten  days'  fishing  early  in  July, 
and  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any  of  your  numer- 
ous readers  will  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  kindly  advise  me  what  part  of  Sutherland 
to  go  to  for  really  first-rate  trout  and  sea-trout 
fishing,  and  also  name  the  most  killing  patterns  of 
flies  for  both  trout  and  sea- trout.  I  have  no 
objection  to  make  any  reasonable  payment  for  the 
fishing.  If  any  information  can  also  be  given  as  to 
accommodation  I  shall  be  obliged. — Yours  truly, 

March  Brown. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidabh/  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

^  BT  THE  EDITOB. 


Drawn  Undrawn  Gut. 

"Val  Conson"  writes:— "I  have  now  had  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  merits  of  this  drawn 
undrawn  gut  about  which  I  wrote  you  a  few  weeks 
ago.  The  3x  size  was  not  bad,  though  it  was  not 
noticeably  good,  but  the  2x  stripped  and  slimed  and 
exhibited  all  the  faults  of  drawn  gut  in  a  very 
marked  degree.  I  should  like  to  know  how  you 
fared  with  your  consignment." 

The  only  cast  I  tried  I  did  not  try.  I  was  going 
to  fasten  it  to  the  reel  line  and  dropped  it,  and 
the  high  wind  carried  it  away. 


How  to  see  London. 

Some  Belgian  friends  were  in  London  recently. 
I  left  them  at  9  30  a.m.,  and  by  12  a.m.  they  had 
seen  the  Tower,  St.  Paul's,  the  Qty,  Westminster 
Abbey,  etc. 


"  Spent  Wickhams." 
When  getting  a  few  flies  at  the  shop  of  Messrs. 
J.  Peek  and  Hon,  40,  Gray's-inn-road,  London, 
recently,  I  was  somewhat  amused  to  see  one  box 
of  flies  on  eyed  hooks  labelled  "Spent  Wickhams  " 
I  did  not  know  that  Wickhams  Fancy  had  been 
promoted  to  the  "Spent"  class!  However  on 
opening  the  box,  I  was  struck  by  the  fact  that  this 
Spent  Wickham  makes  as  good  a  representation 
of  the  Red  Spinner  and  other  spinners  as  I  have 
ever  seen.  Messrs.  Peek  drels  them  very  nicely  m 
two  ways,  and  I  think  no  one  who  sends  them 
23  6d.  for  a  set  of  each  j)attern  will  regret  it 
Ihey  can  be  used  floating  or  wet,  and  for  evening 
fishing,  or  on  mill-dams  and  other  still  water,  when 
there  js  a  ripple  on,  I  do  not  think  one  could  do 
much  better  than  with  these  flies.  Indeed,  where 
fish  are  suspicious  of  the  ordinary  cock-wing  dry- 
fly,  many  of  them  would  be  taken  in  by  this  Spent 
Wickham  coming  over  them  with  his  wings  out 
flat  on  the  water.  I  shall  certainly  give  these 
patterns  a  trial  for  dace  and  grayUng,  as  well  as  for 
trout. 


Fishing  at  Wildbad. 
Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  who  is  staymg  at  the 
Russischer  Hof,  Wildbad,   Germany,  writing  on 
June  2,  says  : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  had  splendid 
sport— sixty-five  brace  of  fish,  all  over  12in.  long, 
and  from  1  lb.  to  3ilb. ;  the  12in.  fish  here  will 
all  go  over  the  pound. 

'•I  am  glad  to  know  that  you  found  the  line 
satisfactory,  but  why,  oh  why,  did  you  fat  it, 
and  with  a  mineral  fat  at  that  ?  When  I  read 
the  Blagdon  article  I  envied  you  the  sport  you 
had,  but  I  could  have  thrown  bricks  at  you  for 
putting  grease  on  that  line.  For  the  seventh  time 
I  pray  you  never  to  do  so  any  more.  Fat  takes 
aU  the  dressing  out  of  a  good  line.  I  am  prepared 
to  fight  any  man,  to  the  death,  who  says  that  I 
am  wrong,  especially  re  the  lines  of  my  dressing— 
the  '  shop '  finish  was  the  work  of  another.  It  is 
my  'stuffing'  which  makes  the  line  what  you 
found  it,  and  not  the  'gloss.'  Keep  the  line  with 
n^  love,  but  only  providing  that  you  wipe  the  fat 
off  instantly,  or  your  line  will  be  no  more  good 
than  a  piece  of  cotton  string.  I  am  talking  from 
experience  now  !  " 

I  have  not  found  "  Gishurstine  "  hurts  the  dress- 
ing of  a  line,  but  I  shall  watch  it  carefully,  for  fear 
of  my  friend's  bricks ! 


"The  Golden  Doctor." 

In  answering  some  queries  about  fishing 
Blagdon,  I  told  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  that  when 
was  fishing  there  I  wished  I  had  had  a  Golden 
Doctor,  as  I  believe  it  would  do  better  even  than 
the  Silver  Doctor.  He  took  up  the  idea,  and  now 
stocks  a  most  attractive  series  of  Golden  Doctors 
which  I  am  sure  would  also  be  A  1  for  salmon  and 
sea-trout.  The  smallest  size  he  sends  me  is  on  a 
m.  hook.  I  must  say  I  infinitely  prefer  the 
japanned  Limerick  hook  to  the  bronze  turned-down 
eye  heavy-wire  eyed  hook. 


Mr. 


"Wild  Turkey's"  Explanation. 

,  .  J- J-  Humphrey,  editor  of  Shooting  and 
itshtng.  New  York,  writes  to  me  as  follows:— 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  enclosing  you  copy  of  letter 
received  from  my  contributor  '  Wild  Turkey  '  This 
party  has  been  thoroughly  reliable  in  all  my  previous 
dealings  with  him,  and  consequently  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  accept  his  explanation." 

Copy  of  "Wild  Turkey's"  Letter. 
'  Dear  Sra.— Your  letter  of  June  5  has  reached 
me  to-day.  With  respect  to  the  charge  you  make 
m  reference  to  the  article  I  sent  you  on  '  Angling  in 
Norway,  I  hardly  know  what  to  say,  for  the  only 
xplanation  I  can  give  faUs  far  short,  in  my  estima- 
tion, of  being  satisfactory.  I  quite  realise  the 
seriousness  of  the  matter,  for  not  only  does  it  reflect 
dishonour  upon  my  name  as  a  writer,  sportsman, 
and  I  trust,  gentleman,  but  it  shows  most  culpable 
carelessness  on  my  part  m  letting  the  article  go 
forward  to  you.  ° 

"You  do  not  state  what  English  newspaper  it  is 
whose  article  I  have  unknowingly  at  the  time 
pirated,  but  judge  that  it  is  either  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  Land  and  Water,  or  the  Field,  probably 
:<ishing  Gazette,  and  I  cannot  trace  the  source 
from  whicli  I  undoubtedly  copied  the  article  in 
fdloSs°—         ^"^^  explanation  I  can  give  is  as 

I  was  up  the  Tana  river  ten  or  twelve  years  ago 
and  my  experiences  there  were  almost  identical 
with  those  related  in  '  Angling  in  Norway. '  At  that 
time  I  had  no  intention  of  ever  giving  reminiscences 
of  my  wanderings  for  publication  in  the  Press  of 
this  or  any  other  country.  When  my  fortunes  were 
at  their  lowest  ebb  in  1899,  I  commenced  to  con- 
tribute sportmg  articles  to  several  papers,  and  for  a 
few  years,  until  the  end  of  1902,  used  to  write  down 
outlmes  and  sketches  of  incidents  as  they  recurred 
to  my  memory,  to  be  written  up  for  pubUcation  at 
my  leisure.  Frequently  I  would  copy  an  article 
from  a  periodical  bearing  on  scenes  with  which  I  was 
well  acquainted— as  for  instance,  'Aneling  in 
Norway  —not  with  any  intention  of  using  it  in  my 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Geatloto  Flies.-Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  In  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fuhvag  Gautte,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane!  London 
the  Second  Editjon  of  .'How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayli^r'' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "The  best  book  ever 
wntten  on  the  subject."-JYsAi„^  Qazette. 


own  name,  but  merely  to  refresh  my  memory  to 
serve  me  at  a  future  date. 

"The  article  in  question  I  calculate  to  have  gone 
into  my  book  about  April,  1902,  but  contrary  to  my 
custom  there  is  no  record  of  whence  I  obtained  it, 
and  hence  when  last  September  I  came  across  it,  I 
unthinkingly  copied  it  almost  word  for  word  and 
sent  it  to  you,  not  dreaming  that  it  was  not  original 
with  me.  • 

;  "  I  do  not  ask  for  any  consideration  in  the  matter, 
for  I  know  that  it  is  hard  upon  you  to  be  called 
down  for  lising  another  paper's  contributions,  hard 
upon  the  original  writer  of  the  article  (I  have  myself 
had  articles  pirated,  and  know  how  1  have  felt  about 
it),-;  but  still  harder  upon  myself,  for  I  feel  very 
keenly  upon  the  matter.  .  r, 

"I  sincerely  hope  that  no  harm  is  done  through 
my  carelessness,  for  which  I  can  only -apologise  most 
sincerely  to  all  parties  concerned,  and  trust  that  the 
matter  can  be  satisfactorily  arranged, 

"  If  you  do  not  think  my  explanation  is  sufficient 
justification,  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  if  you  will 
advise  me  what  further  steps  you  would  wish  me 
to  make.  In  the  meantime  I  most  anxiously  await 
your  reply. — Yours  very  truly, 

Harry  S.  Hewitt." 

I  must  say  that  I  think  this  explanation  is  mighty 
thin.  As  Mr.  Humphrey  has,  I  know,  pubUshed 
other  articles  signed  "  Wild  Turkey,"  if  he  will  send 
me  cuttings  of  those  referring  to  sport  in  Europe,  I 
will  get  "  jRugde  "  to  see  if  any  others  by  him  have 
been  copied  by  accident  in  this  way.  I  suggest  this 
as  I  feel  sure  I  read  one  or  two  which  seemed  to  me 
to  have  been  read  by  me  some  years  previously.  It 
is  a  little  difficult  to  understand  how  a  sportsman 
could  so  far  mistake  another  man's  writing  for  his 
own  as  to  sit  down  and  write  it  out  from  an  old 
cutting  and  send  it  as  new  matter  to  be  paid  for 
under  a  new  title  and  new  signature. 


Fishing  at  Whichford  Mill. 
"Whichford  Mill,  Shipston-on-Stour, 
"  Warwickshire,  Jime  17. 
"  Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  '  Occasional  Note ' 
m  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  17,  it  does  not  prove 
because  the  stream  is  narrow  there  are  no  '  good 
size '  fish.  If  you  refer  to  Messrs.  Gamage,  Holbom, 
they  will  inform  you  they  set  one  up  for  Mr. 
Boote,  Livoro,  Great  Malvern,  last  season,  weighing 
31b.  13oz.  One  belo  w  the  mill  was  taken  this  week, 
241b.,  and  a  Dr.  Fairley,  Gravelly  Hill,  Birmingham, 
creeled  three  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  ones,  one  day, 
this  week  with  an  Ogden's  Invicta.  He  banked 
twenty-one  fish  in  four  days,  only  fishing  a  few 
hours  during  the  day,  an  east  wind  most  of  the 
time.  Colonel  May,  10,  Ashboume-place,  Mr.  Pitts, 
Ghesham,  Bucks,  and  others  who  were  here  saw 
them ;  also  Mr.  Pitts  was  with  the  doctor  when  he 
lost  several  large  ones.  The  doctor  caught  all  his 
in  the  much  despised  '  ditch.'  We  shall  be  pleased 
for  you  to  come  down  and  give  the  water  a  fair 
trial  free  of  charge. — Yours  truly, 

"K  E.  Cook. 
■'P.S. — We  have  had  some  anglers  here  who 
have  not  troubled  to  go  to  see  what  I  consider  the 
best  water  below  the  mill — in  fact,  where  they  get 
the  big  fish." 

I  am  sorry  I  have  not  time  to  fish  half  the  waters 
I  should  like  to  fish,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  put  in 
this  rejoinder.  How  far  is  the  water  below  the 
mUl,  and  what  width  is  it  ?  My  correspondent 
told  me  it  was  a  mere  ditch  which  one  could  jump 
over,  and  if  that  is  so  one  does  not  want  to  go 
very  far  to  fish  in  a  ditch,  even  if  there  is  a  big 
trout  to  be  caught  occasionally. 


Fishing,  etc.,  in  Jamaica  and  at  Tampico. 

A  correspondent,  whose  notes  on  ; fishing,  etc., 
in  Jamaica  were  criticised,  writes: — 

"What  I  said  about  fishing  I  know  to  be  abso- 
lutely correct,  and  as  Air.  Sturridge  did  not  see  his 
way  to  call  what  I  said  about  the  fishing  in  ques- 
tion beyond  the  general  sneer  that  I  should  have 
done  better  in  not  writing  at  all  if  my  information 
on  the  fishing  there  was  not  more  exact  than  what 
I  wrote  about  the  mongoose  and  deer,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  what  I  did  say  inci- 
dentally about  the  destruction  of  birds'  eggs  by  the 
mongoose  was  correct,  because  I  heard  the  same 
story  from  various  different  persons,  amongst 
others,  two  planters  near  Milk  River,  Englishmen 
of  position  who  had  lived  for  the  best  part  of  their 
lives  in  Jamaica,  and  they  both  lamented  the 
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almost  total  destruction  of  the  peafowl  by  the 
mongoose.  Before  the  latter  were  introduced  there 
appears  to  have  been  splendid  shooting.  I  believe 
there  never  were  many  'deer,  but  now  there  is 
hardly  one.  I  won't  be  sure  from  whom  I  heard 
this,  but  as  to  what  I  said  about  the  mongoose,  in 
spite  of  what  Mr.  Sturridge  says,  I  prefer  to  take 
as  correct  the  information  given  me  by  those 
planters,  whose  names  and  addresses  I  can^give  you 
if  you  wish. 

"The  next  thing' is,  I  noticed  in  an  issue-of  the 
Fishing  Gazette — date  I  cannot  recall  for  the 
moment — a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who,  I  think, 
had  been  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  who  gave 
an  interesting  account  of  a  visit  he  paid  to  Tam- 
pico,  and  his  fishing  and  shooting  there,  and  he 
gave  the  name  of  the  man  with  whom  he  stayed,  a 
Seuor  Kulka.  He  said  he  lived  a  couple  of  miles  out 
of  the  town,  but  instead  of  giving  his  house  address, 
gave  his  address  as  Box  36,  post  ofiQce,  Tampico, 
and  added  they  were  most  comfortable,  and  that 
the  charges  were  much  more  moderate  than  at 
Tampico,  where  one  was  awfully  imposed  upon. 
As  I  was  at  the  time  travelling  in  Mexico  when  I 
noticed  this  letter  in  a  Fishing  Gazette  sent  me, 
and  intended  visiting  Tampico,  I  copied  out  the 
address,  and  eventually  when  I  did  get  to  Tam- 
pico I  wrote  Sertor  Kulka  a  letter  addressed  Box  36, 
and  asked  him  to  write  me  a  letter  addressed  to 
British  Consulatfe,  as  I  had  heard  he  took  in 
boarders.  Senor  Kulka  did  not  write,  but  called 
personally  at  the  Consulate,  and  informed  the 
Consul  that  he  could  not  take  in  anyone,  that  he 
never  did  take  in  anyone,  and  that  he  had  not 
room  to  accommodate  anyone  !  I  cannot  under- 
stand it  at  all — why  a  man  should  write  to  your 
paper  giving  name  of  a  man  and  where  to  address 
him,  and  for  me  to  find  out  in  the  end  that  the 
man  named  had  never  taken  in  [anyone  nor  in- 
tended doing  so." 

I  cannot  understand  it  either,  and  hope  some 
explanation  may  be  forthcoming. 


Sport  at  Blagdon  Lake.' 
The  record  of-  sport  for  the  week  ending  June  17 
at  Blagdon  Lake  shows  that  the  average  was  not 
up  to  the  mark,  being  only  about  3Jlb.,  but  some 
rainbows  of  only  a  poimd  or  so  help  to  bring  down 
the  average.  Mr.  G.  Westrup  had  six  fish,  his  best 
being  41b.  14oz.  Dr.  Fairweather  had  a  fish  of 
51b,  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Gent  one  of  5lb.  13oz.  Probably 
the  weather  conditions  were  not  favourable.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  expected  that  Blagdon  will  fish  so  well 
in  the  summer  as  in  the  spring  and  autumn — if  it 
does  it  will  be  an  exception  to  most  lakes. 


A  Wandering  Trout. 

Mr.  David  Pine,  whose  son  has  had  some  excel- 
lent sport  May  Fly  fishing  in  |  Ireland,  writes  : — 

"My  boy  tells  me  an  incident- which  he  can 
vouch  for,  which  shows  the  distance  a  trout  will 
travel  when  he  is  '  skeared.' 

"  One  man  of  the  party  used  a  mongrel  sort  of 
sneck-bent  hook,  the  like  of  which  no  dapper  had 
ever  seen  before.  I  mention  this  to  show  that 
there  can  be  no  mistake  about  the  hona-fides  of 
this  story.  The  man  with  the  sneck-bent  hook  got 
into  a  good  fish  in  a  place  known  as  Mota  Bay. 
The  fish  broke  him,  and  he  lost  his  hook  and  a 
long  length  of  gut.  One  hour  and  a  half  after  this 
a  lady  hooked  a  fish  in  Belle  Vue  Bay  (two  miles 
from  Mota  Bay),  killed  the  fish,  and  found  in  his 
jaws  the  sneck-bent  hook  and_length  of  gut  lost  by 
the  first  angler  ! 

"  That  fish  was  in  a  hurry  to  change  his  habita- 
tion after  his  first  fright.  This  is  an  eye-opener, 
as  most  people  imagine  that  Salmo  fario  does  not 
_  usually  go  far  away  from  his  haunts. 

"  I  was  so  pleased  to  read  the  article  by  the 
'  Amateur  Angler,'  and  to  gather  that  he  is  so  fit 
and  well.'-' 

That  trout  proved  the  truth  of  the  adage  that 
you  may  go  farther  and  fare  worse. 

Destruction  by  Trawlers  at  Ramsgate, 

A  sea  angler  writes: — "They  are  spoiling  the  sea 
fishing  at  Ramsgate  by  trawling  all  over  the  bay, 
quite  close  in  to  shore- — the  trawl  nets  destroy 
millions  of  tiny  fish  of  all  kinds — is  there  any  way 
of  stopping  this  inshore  trawling  ?  " 

The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee, 
who  have  authority  over  the  sea  fisheries  on  the 
coast  of  Kent,  might  do  something  under  their 


powers.  Perhaps  they  have  already  made  a  bye- 
law  to  regulate  trawling.  The  clerk  to  the  com- 
mittee is  H.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Peace's 
Office,  Chelmsford,  and  a  letter  to  him  would  no 
doubt  receive  attention. 

Natural  Food  for  Trout. 

Many  people  stock  waters  with  trout,  or,  rather, 
put  trout  into  waters  with  the  idea  that  they  are 
stocking  them,  without  giving  a  thought  to  the 
food  supply.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  fish  breeders 
are  gradually  taking  up  the  supply  of  natural  food, 
and  I  can  advise  all  who  want  any  to  write  to  the 
Manager,  the  Arrow  Fishery,  Eardisland,  Pembridge, 
Herefordshire — he  has  a  great  lot  of  fresh-water 
shrimp,  snails,  etc.  Fresh-water  shrimp  are  best 
sent  in  a  large  shallow  tin  with  an  inch  or  two  of 
water  and  plenty  of  weed.  In  water  alone  they 
die,  unless  the  journey  is  very  short. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


MAY  FLY  FISHING  IN 
HEEBFOEDSHIEE. 

By  the  "  Amateur  Angler." 

(Continued  'from  page  416.) 
Among  the  Rainbows. 

Wednesday,  June  7. — Not  a  promising  day — cold 
and  cloudy.  We  found  it  necessary  for  our  comfort 
to  have  a  fire  in  our  sitting-room,  and  we  sat  by  it 
clearing  off  correspondence  all  the  morning. 

After  luncheon  we  started  with  Mr.  Roberts,  who 
is  forming,  or,  it  should  be  said,  has  formed,  a  very 
fine  fish-breeding  establishment  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, to  fish  about  a  mile  of  his  water  which  he 
most  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal.  The  ponds, 
covering  about  three  acres  of  meadow  land 
adjoining  the  Arrow,  are  not  yet  complete,  but 
rapid  progress  is  being  made  with  them,  and  in  a 
very  efficient  and  workmanlike  manner.  The  Major 
will  probably  direct  your  readers'  attention  to  the 
practical  working  of  this  very  interesting  establish- 
ment. The  part  of  it  which  interested  me  most,  as 
a  mere  amateur,  was  a  long  stretch  of  deep  water 
forming  an  oblong  pond,  well  protected  by  gratings 
at  both  ends  through  which  a  constant  supply  of 
water  flowed  in  and  out.  In  this  pond  were  about 
1000  three-year-old  rainbow  trout,  very  fine  and 
healthy  fellows.  I  suppose  they  would  average 
about  1  lb.  each.  A  sight  worth  going  a  long  way  to 
see  was  their  being  fed — feeding  the  lions  at  the  Zoo 
is  nothing  to  it.  Fancy,  if  you  please,  1000  big 
trout  all  making  a  dash  at  the  meat  as  it  was 
spooned  out  to  them  from  a  bucket.  Every  ladleful 
of  food  disappeared  in  an  instant,  and  then 
they  would  roam  round  about,  backwards  and 
forwards,  always  on  the  look  -  out  for  another 
ladleful.  Although  their  dash  made  the  water  boil, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  fighting  amongst 
them.  Every  one  took  his  chance  of  getting  what 
he  could,  and  was  satisfied.  A  few,  however,  bore 
marks  of  old  wounds  as  though  at  some  period  of 
their  existence,  probably  in  the  spawning  season, 
there  had  been  war  among  them. 

My  experience  with  rainbows  was  rather  peculiar. 
A  year  ago  Mr.  Roberts  had  turned  into  the  open 
river  a  number  of  yearling  rainbows  as  an  experi- 
ment, quite  expecting  that,  according  to  tradition, 
they  would  soon  disappear,  and  probably  many  of 
them  had  gone  down  the  river  on  their  usual 
exploring  expedition.  Fishing  up  stream  I  came 
upon  some  deep  water  at  the  foot  of  a  weir.  I 
cast  an  Alder  across  the  foot  of  the  pool — it  was 
taken  instantly  by  a  fine  trout,  and  then  another, 
and  another,  and  another,  till  I  had  landed  five  and 
lost  two.  These  were  aU  fine  two-year-old  rain- 
bows; there  are  other  trout  of  the  old  regime — 
big  brown  trout — in  that  pool,  but  not  a  rise  of  one 
of  them  could  I  get,  though  I  fished  it  well  from 
the  tail  to  the  fall  of  the  water  over  the  weir. 

These  rainbows,  as  I  have  said,  had  been  put 
into  the  river  lower  down  a  year  ago ;  they  had 
full  liberty  to  wander  off  seaward,  as  their  habit  is 
supposed  to  be,  and  they  had  not  gone.  Presum- 
ably, they  were  well  satisfied  with  the  food  they 
foimd  in  that  pool,  and  so  had  no  desire  to  go 
further  with  the  chance  of  faring  worse.  Their 
wandering  habit  may  be  thus  explained. 

Another  characteristic  of  these  rainbows  is,  that  as 
yet,  at  all  events,  they  are  quite  unsophisticated ; 
they  take  the  lure  with  perfect  innocence,  and  one 
feels  almost  sorry  that  they  should  be  so  easily 


beguiled ;  but  when  once  they  wake  up  to  the 
knowledge  that  there  is  something  pricking  and 
tugging  at  their  lips  or  their  throat,  then  the  spirit 
within  them  is  aroused  land  they  fight  pluckily  to 
the  last  gasp. 

I  have  already  expressed  my  admiration  for 
"our  village,"  and  most  of  all  for  that  picturesque 
and  venerable  old  parsonage  with  the  weight  of 
many  centuries  on  its  stout,  black  oak  beams. 
To-day  we  were  invited  to  luncheon  in  that  old 
house,  and  so  were  afforded  a  glimpse  of  its 
interior,  which  is  probably  more  interesting  than 
the  exterior,  with  its  large  low  rooms  and  black 
oak  beams  across  the  ceiling.  It  contains,  I  fancy, 
a  fine  old  library,  but  I  had  no  time,  being  an 
angler  and  on  angling  bent,  to  examine  any  of 
those  old  books — probably  there  are  some  of  value 
among  them.  A  copy  of  Fikon  Basililce,  attri- 
buted to  Charles  the  First,  has  probably  been  there 
since  the  time  of  that  ill-fated  monarch.  An  old 
copy  of  the  "  Cries  of  London,"  in  a  small  8vo 
form,  is,  I  fancy,  rather  scarce.  These  and  two 
or  three  more  caught  my  attention  momentarily. 
I  was  pohtely  invited  to  spend  an  hour  or  two 
among  them,  but  I  did  not  visit  the  old  village 
in  pursuit  of  old  furniture  or  old  books  or  old 
engravings — of  the  latter  I  fancy  there  are  many 
valuable  ones — so  I  was  unable  to  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity. 

Thursday ,  June  8. — We  start  a-fishing  with  a 
cold  north  wind,  angry  and  vile.  We  find  our 
club  water,  two  miles  off,  not  good  enough  after 
Tuesday's  experience.  I  blame  not  the  water, 
which  is  good  enough,  but  the  weather,  parti- 
cularly as  by  the  unexpected  kindness  of  a  neigh- 
bouring gentleman,  Captain  S.,we  have  a  chance  of 
catching  fish  just  under  our  noses. 

This  morning  we  fished  down  his  meadows,  and 
spite  of  bad  weather  we  got  four  brace  during  the 
day,  and  a  iine  luncheon  thrown  in.  Why  does 
the  wind  always  keep  persistently  in  that  cold 
quarter  when  I  go  a-fishing  ?  What  a  yarn  I 
should  have  to  spin  if  the  wind  would  let  me ! 

Friday,  June  9. — This  is  our  last  day — fine  and 
bright,  wind,  north-east,  and  strong  at  that.  I 
started  off  full  of  hope  as  usual,  and  I  met  dis- 
appointment on  the  way.  May  Fly  is  not  yet  over, 
or  has  it  not  yet  begun  ?  I  observe  to-day  that 
whenever  a  stray  one  struggles  up  on  the  water  it 
is  quickly  taken  down  by  a  trout,  and  yet  it  is  in 
vain  that  one  daintily  puts  one's  fly  within  the 
spreading  rings  that  rise  has  made.  If  the  trout 
comes  at  you  at  all,  he  comes  short ;  the  cunning 
old  brown  trout  has  far  too  keen  a  perception  of 
what  is  real  and  what  is  false.  Now  a  rainbow,  had 
one  been  there,  would  soon  have  fought  himself  into 
my  basket.  I  had  many  a  rise,  but  I  caught  nothings 
I  worked  my  way  up  to  that  grand  pool  where,  on 
Wednesday,  I  caught  five  and  lost  two  rainbows. 
To-day  it  was  very  exasperating,  for  although  I  am 
sure  there  are  still  many  big  fish  in  that  pool,  they 
were  shy,  and  the  small  ones  gave  them  no  chance. 
No  sooner  had  my  fly  touched  the  water  than  it  was 
snapped  up  by  one  of  these  little  pests ;  I  caught  a 
dozen  of  them,  one  after  the  other,  and  then  I  gave 
it  up,  for  it  is  really  quite  heartrending  to  get  the  hook 
out  of  the  gills,  or  sometimes  the  tongues,  of  these 
little  innocents ;  to  do  it  without  injm'ing  them  in 
some  way  is  almost  impossible,  and  they  go  back  to 
the  water  with  some  injury  to  their  health,  never  to 
be  recovered.  On  the  whole,  it  is,  perhaps,  more 
merciful  to  kill  them  at  once.  But  for  this  senti- 
mental trouble  I  might,  in  an  hour  or  two,  have  got 
hold  of  many  a  big  one,  but  I  forbore. 

In  the  afternoon  I  strolled  down  by  the  river 
vrithout  my  rod,  the  sun  brightly  shining,  accom- 
panied by  our  hospitable  friend  the  Captain  and 
his  rod.  Of  course  he  knows  every  fish  in  his  own 
water,  but  he  could  not  get  a  rise. 

The  Major  had  started  with  me  iu  the  morning. 
We  fished  together  for  an  hour.  He  then  quietly 
suggested  that  I  had  better  go  on  up  stream,  and  he 
would  follow.  I  did'  not  see  him  again  all  day. 
I  supposed  he  had  gone  off  down  the  river  for  a  last 
visit  to  his  club  water,  but  in  fact  he  had  followed 
me  up,  on  the  other  side,  and  had  gone  just  above 
the  weir  I  have  mentioned,  and  there  in  the 
compass  of  two  hundred  yards  he  remained  for 
several  hours,  and  turned  up  eventually  at  our  inn 
with  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  four  brace  of  fish  from 
|-lb.  to  1  Jib.,  a  good  average  for  this  stream. 

My  chief  regret  about  this  little  expedition  is 
that,  owing  to  the  great  kindness  of  our  friends  and 
neighbours,  we  have  been  quite  unable  to  do  justice 
to  the  club  water,  which  was  our  first  point  of 
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attraction.  We  only  visited  it  once,  and  then 
under  very  adverse  circumstances. 

On  Saturday,  June  10,  we  regretfully  took  our 
depairture  for  the  picturesque  old  town  of  Ludlow. 
There  we  remained  in  peace  and  quietness  till 
Monday.  As  our  train  for  London  was  to  leave 
at  3.10  p.m.,  we  had  all  the  morning  before  us. 
What  better  could  we  do  than  go  a-fishing  ?  We 
soon  got  permission  to  fish  on  The  Corve — an  oppor- 
tunity not  to  be  lost.  Provided  with  an  ample 
luncheon,  in  a  special  basket,  we  had  to  travel  a  mile 
or  two  to  get  to  this  water,  of  all  rivers — at  any  rate 
in  this  part — the  most  impracticable  for  fly  fishing 
— scarcely  an  opening  for  casting  anywhere,  and 
equally  impracticable  for  wading.  Wind  as  usual, 
north-east,  threatening  rain.  I  did  not  take  my 
rod  ;  the  Major  had  it  all  to  himself,  I  looked  on. 
After  following  him  for  some  distance,  I  was 
obliged,  from  lameness,  to  sit  me  down  on  the  stump 
of  a  fallen  willow,  and  employ  myself  in  taking 
note  of  my  surroundings.  The  Major  has  gone  on 
up.  I  hope  he  will  find  some  better  water  ;  as  yet 
scarcely  a  rise  has  he  seen.  There  are  big  trout, 
iindoubtedly,  in  this  tantalising  little  stream,  but 
to-day  they  won't  show  up.  I  have  often  been 
told  that  cuckoos  never  sing  on  the  wing,  and  I 
have  as  often  been  obliged  to  contradict  that  state- 
ment. I  have  seen  and  heard  them  too  often  to 
accept  it  as  true.  Now  comes  another  proof. 
Yonder  are  three  cuckoos  together  (an  unusual 
sight)  flying  across  the  meadow,  not  far  away,  one 


rivers  and  many  kind  friends,  and  we  felt  like 
schoolboys  going  back  to  school. 

N.B. — Printer's  error. — In  the  "  A.  A.'s  "  first 
article  in  last  week's  issue,  for  "  spectator's  head '2 
read  "  spectre's." — Ed. 


"GEAYLING  FISHING  IN  SOUTH 
COUNTKY  STEEAMS."* 


I  AM  glad  to  see  that  a  second,  revised  and 
enlarged  edition  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolfs  very  useful 
and  interesting  work  on  grayling  fishing  in  south 
country  streams  has  been  called  for.  Having 
favourably  noticed  it  when  it  first  appeared,  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  point  out  that  this  new  edition 
is  nearly  double  the  size  of  the  first ;  that  it  has 
eight  capital  illustrations  chiefly  from  the  author's 
own  photographs.  Mr.  A.  W.  Cooper's  beautiful 
picture  of  the  grayling  very  properly  still  forms 
the  frontispiece ;  it  is  the  best  black  and  white 
illustration  of  the  fish  in  existence. 

Mr.  Rolfs  book  is  certainly  the  best  on  the 
subject  and  district  to  which  it  refers.  The  new 
particulars  refer  to  such  matters  as  the  origin  of 
the  name  of  the  fish  and  its  introduction  into  this 
country.  I  am  quite  convinced,  as,  I  have  said  long 
ago,  that  it  never  was  introduced  by  man,  and  I 
agree  with  Mr.  Thomas  Ford's  view  that  it  is 
indigenous.    With   reference   to   the  Humber  in 


Weather  conditions  affecting  grayling  fishing,  and 
the  all-important  question  as  to  whether  the 
grayling  is  harmful  to  trout,  are  fully  and  carefully 
discussed.  Personally,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
see  the  grayling  exterminated,  although  it  certainly 
requires  keeping  down  ruthlessly  on  many  rivers — 
that  is,  unless  the  trout  fishing  is  to  deteriorate.  I 
think  every  admirer  of  this  fine  fish  will  be  glad 
to  have  this  new  edition  as  it  is  almost  a  new 
book.  R.  B.  M. 


CONCBENING  COAESE  FISH. 


Whoever  invented  the  term  "  coarse  "  fishing 
was,  writes  Mr.  Ernest  Phillips  in  the  June  number 
of  Baily's  Magazine,  guilty  of  a  palpable  injustice, 
not  only  to  the  majority  of  the  sporting  fish  in 
British  waters,  but  to  the  really  vast  army  of  anglers 
who  make  them  their  prey.  What  is  there  "coarse  " 
about  the  handsome  grayling,  or  the  silver- bellied 
roach,  or  the  barred  and  armoured  perch,  or  the 
stately  carp  in  its  dress  of  bronze  and  gold  ? 
Or,  to  come  to  closer  quarters,  is  there  anything 
"  coarse '-  in  fly-fishing  for  dace  and  chub,  in 
ledgering  for  the  mettlesome  barbel,  or  in  spinning 
on  a  clear,  frosty  day  for  that  splendid  fighter  and 
game  warrior,  the  pike?  Really  the  epithet  is  a 
libel,  for  in  the  eyes  of  ignorant  people,  or  those 
who  take  for  granted  that  the  odious  word  is 
justified,  it  means  that  the  most  popular  form  of 
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of  them  cuckooing  all  the  time.  This  beautiful 
bird  with  the  monotonous  song  is,  as  you  all  know, 
"  often  heard,  but  seldom  seen  " ;  I  was,  therefore, 
glad  to  see  them.  It  seemed  to  me  as  they  swung 
swiftly  along  that  they  considered  "Two  are 
company,  but  three  are  none,"  for  one  of  the  three 
looked  much  like  an  intruder.  What  a  clamour 
the  birds  are  making  in  the  woods !  Just  here,  in 
the  bushes,  a  little  mother  wren  is  teaching  her 
brood  of  twittering  young  ones  how  to  fly ;  it  is  a 
pretty  sight  when  they  are  good  enough  to  give  me 
a  peep  at  them.  A  quist  is  coo-cooing  in  the  elm 
above  my  head,  unaware  thati  am  underneath  taking 
notes.  Chaffinches  are  chattering,  young  thrushes 
just  fledged,  imprudent  in  their  innocence,  come 
close  up  to  me,  wondering  what  sort  of  two-legged 
creature  I  may  be.  Old  thrushes  are  almost  too 
noisy,  warbling  their  wood-notes  wUd — it  is  all  very 
pleasant,  but  time,  like  the  birds,  is  on  the  wing. 
I  wonder  what  has  become  of  the  Major.  I  am 
obliged  to  act  as  a  sort  of  timekeeper  for  him,  and 
to  keep  that  terrible  train  constantly  in  mind — I 
know  he  will  miss  it  if  he  can. 

He  came  back  at  last  without  any  success,  much 
to  his  disappointment.  We  hurried  back,  we  caught 
the  3.10  p.m.,  and  here  we  are.  Our  May  Fly, 
everybody  's  May  Fly  fishing  for  the  year  1905  must 
now  be  considered  as  over,  and  I  do  not  think,  on 
the  whole,  that  it  can  be  regarded  as  having  been  a 
good  year,  though  we  got  much  pleasure  out  of  it. 
We  tore  ourselves  away  from  the  pleasant  fields  and 


Yorkshire  ever  having  been  called  after  the  Umber 
or  grayling,  is  there  any  proof  that  the  fish  was 
ever  found  in  that  river  ? 

Mr.  Rolt  gives  some  interesting  notes  on  the 
introduction  of  the  grayling  into  several  south 
country  streams— by  the  way,  it  is  its  introduction 
into  unsuitable  waters  that  has  done  the  character 
of  the  fish  so  much  harm  of  late  years.  In  some 
waters  it  is  a  very  poor  fish  indeed. 

In  Chapter  VI.  Mr.  Rolt  deals  with  dry-fly 
fishing  for  grayling.  In  his  view,  striking  too 
quickly  is  the  cause  of  missing  fish.  He  deals  with 
grayling  turning  round  or  moving  sideways  to  take 
a  fly ;  how  they  take  in  dead  water— observations 
based  on  his  own  experience,  and  there  is  no  more 
enthusiastic  angler  for  grayling.  In  Chapter  VII. 
he  refers  to  what  he  calls  dry-line  and  wet-fly 
fishing,  that  is,  making  the  line  and  all  but  the  last 
link  of  gut  float,  the  fly  sinks,  and  grayling  will  at 
times  take  a  fly  swimming  down  in  mid-stream 
under  water  when  it  will  not  take  one  floating  on 
the  surface :  the  obvious  reason  being  that  it  can 
see  one  when  it  may  not  be  able  to  see  the  other. 
In  Chapters  VIII.  and  IX.,  the  choice  of  flies  and 
their  use,  also  amateur  fly-dressing,  are  fully  gone 
into — Mr.  Rolt  is  an  excellent  amateur  fly-maker. 


*  "  Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams." 
By  H.  A.  Rolt.  With  illustrations.  London: 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd.  Price,  53. 
net. 


angliug  in  this  country  lies  under  a  reproach  as 
unwarranted  as  it  is  insulting. 

How,  the  writer  asks,  came  coarse  fishing  to  fall 
beneath  this  reproach  ?  The  origin  of  the  term 
itself,  if  not  the  authorship,  is  fairly  plain.  Roughly 
speaking,  fresh-water  fish  in  Great  Britain  are 
divided  into  two  separate  and  distinct  species.-  On 
the  one  side  we  have  the  salmon  family,  including 
the  salmon,  the  trout,  and  the  char.  These  are  all 
classed  as  game  fish,  and  they  are  very  closely 
related.  They  have  much  in  common  in  habits,  in 
method  of  feeding,  in  their  haunts,  and  so  on ;  and 
above  all,  they  all  breed  at  the  same  time  of  the 
year.  Thus  one  law  as  to  how  they  shall  be  angled 
for,  and  the  season  of  the  year  when  they  are  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  will  cover  the  three 
varieties.  They  all  spawn  between  November  and 
the  end  of  January.  All  other  fish  but  these 
are  described  as  "coarse,"  and  it  is  a  peculiar 
fact  that,  like  the  salmon  family,  they  all  spawn 
together.  Thek  breeding  season  is  from  March  to 
June.  But  there  is  this  peculiarity  to  be  noted — 
that  whereas  the  members  of  the  salmon  family  are 
closely  related,  which  probably  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  they  spawn  at  the  same  time  of  the  year, 
the  coarse  fish,  as  they  are  called,  have  no  such 
bond  of  relationship,  which  makes  it  all  the  more 
remarkable  that  their  breeding  season  is  the  same. 
Coarse  fish  comprise  a  dozen  separate  and  distmct 
families,  having  no  points  of  contact  and  no  sugges- 
tion whatever  of  relationship.    The  roach  and  the 
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perch,  for  instance,  are  as  opposite  as  the  poles. 
The  roach  is  a  shy,  timid  fish,  living  on  small  worms 
and  grubs,  and  rooting  about  among  the  weeds  in 
search  of  small  aquatic  plant  life.  The  perch  is  a 
bold,  hardy,  adventurous  fish,  swimming  about  in 
shoals,  preying  upon  smaller  fish,  and  absolutely  a 
stranger  to  fear.  Yet,  though  they  have  nothing 
else  in  common,  they  spawn  together.  Again, 
while  the  carp  and  the  tench  have  a  sort  of  cousinly 
relationship,  they  have  absolutely  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  the  barbel,  or  the  bream,  or  the  chub ; 
the  grayling,  too,  is  a  fish  apart,  and  has  no  affinity 
whatever  to  any  other  coarse  fish.  And  so  we 
might  go  on  to  deal  with  such  dissimilar  fish  as  the 
eel  and  the  pike,  but  the  point  is  already  made 
abundantly  clear  that,  while  game  fish  comprise 
one  distinct  and  closely  related  family,  coarse  fish 
comprise  a  dozen  families,  often  with  only  one  point 
of  resemblance,  and  that  the  curious  fact  that  the 
instinct  of  nature  prompts  them  to  proceed  to  their 
spawning  haunts  at  the  same  time  of  the  year. — 
Pall  Mall  Gazette,  June  12,  1905. 


BLAGDON  LAKE  FISHING 
EEGULATIONS. 

Havinq  been  asked  by  many  anglers  for  par- 
ticulars of  the  Blagdon  Lake  fishing  regulations,  I 
asked  Mr.  A.  J.  Alexander,  the  secretary  and 
general  manager  (rf  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Com- 
pany, for  the  latest  rules,  and  he  kindly  sends  me 
the  following,  with  an  intimation  that  there  may 
be  some  alterations  in  them  next  season,  but  they 
cannot  be  made  this  as  many  permits  have  been 
issued. — Ed.  Fi  G. 

"  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 
"  Regulations  as  to  Fishing  in  the  Yeo 
Reseevoib. 
"Season  1905. 

"  1.  Permission  to  fish  m  the  Yeo  Reservoir  to 
be  by  permits  for  the  day,  to  be  issued  only  from 
the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  Offices,  Tele- 
phone-avenue, Bristol. 

"  2.  No  person  shall  fish  in  the  reservoir  without 
having  first  obtained  a  permit. 

"3.  A  person  fishing  or  about  to  fish  in  the  reser- 
voir shall,  on  demand,  show  his  permit  to  the 
keeper  or  other  authorised  servant  of  the  company ; 
and  on  leaving  must  submit  for  the  inspection  of 
keeper,  or  other  authorised  servant  of  the  company, 
any  fish  caught,  so  that  they  may  be  counted, 
weighed,  and  recorded. 

"  4.  Permits  shall  not  be  transferable. 

"  5.  The  company  reserve  the  right  to  cancel  or 
refuse  the  issue  of  any  permit. 

"6.  Not  more  than  ten  permits  will  be  issued  for 
any  one  day. 

"7.  The  charge  to  be  10s.  for  each  person  for 
permission  to  fish  from  the  sides  of  the  reservoir, 
the  bridge  on  the  bye-wash,  or  the  valve  shaft. 

"8.  No  fishing  will  be  permitted  from  the  stone 
embankment. 

"  9.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to  fish  with  more 
than  one  rod. 

"  10.  An  additional  charge  of  10s.  per  rod  per 
day,  or  any  part  of  a  day,  will  be  made  for  the  use 
of  one  of  the  company's  boats  and  the  services  of 
a  keeper,  and  the  use  of  a  boat  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  any  person  unless  accompanied  by  a 
keeper. 

"  11.  Only  fly  fishing  will  be  permitted  from  the 
boat. 

"12.  No  person  to  fish  by  'cross-line  fishing,' 
or  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  rod  and  line,  with 
fly  or  minnow.  Worms  and  maggots  are  not  to  he 
used. 

"  13.  The  season  for  fishing  will  open  on  April  22 
and  close  on  Sept.  16. 

"  14.  The  day  to  be  from  and  between  the  hours 
of  6  a.m.  and  8  p.m.,  except  from  June  1  to  July  25 
(both  days  inclusive),  when  the  fishing  hours  will 
be  extended  to  9  p.m. 

"  15.  All  fish  under  lOin.  in  length,  measured 
from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail,  to  be  immediately 
and  carefully  restored  to  the  water. 

"16.  The  number  of  fish  to  be  taken  in  any  one 
day  not  to  exceed  ten  fish  per  rod. 

"  17.  No  fishing  will  be  allowed  on  Sundays. 

"  18.  Any  person  fishing  otherwise  than  m  the 
manner"  prescribed  by  these  regulations  will  be 
treated  as  a  trespasser,  and  removed  from  the 
compai>y's  premises. 

"  19.  No  wading  will  be  allowed  in  the  reservoir 
or  the  streams  flowing  thereto,  and  no  person  shall 


disturb  or  interfere  with  the  wild  birds  or  their 
nests. 

"20.  No  dogs  shall  be  brought  on  to  the  com- 
pany's premises. 

"  21.  Anglers  are  forbidden  in  anyway  to  pollute 
or  to  throw  any  detrimental  substance  into  the 
waters  of  the  reservoir  or  streams,  or  to  damage 
any  of  the  fences  or  other  works  belonging  to  the 
company. 

"  22.  All  anglers  and  visitors  are  to  observe  the 
above  rules  and  regulations,  and  any  other  rules 
and  regulations  laid  down,  or  to  be  laid  down  by 
the  company  for  preserving  the  fish  and  purity  of 
the  water. 

"23.  No  angler  or  visitor  shall  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  machinery,  valves,  sluices,  drains,  or 
other  apparatus  of  the  company. 

"  24.  The  company  reserve  to  themselves  the  right 
of  excluding  anglers  and  visitors  at  any  tiipe  from 
any  part  of  the  reservoir  and  works. 

"  25.  Fishing  licences  issued  by  the  Conservators 
of  the  Avon,  Brue,  and  Parret  Fishery  District  may 
be  obtained  at  the  Post  Office,  Blagdon,  or  from 
the  company's  reservoir  keepers  at  the  following 
scale: — For  a  rod  and  line,  6s.  for  the  season; 
2s.  6d.  for  one  month ;  Is.  for  one  day." 


AMERICAN  APPEAL  FOR  UNIFORMITY 
IN  TOURNAMENT  RULES. 


In  that  fine  American  monthly  Field  and 
Stream,  the  editor,  Mr.  E.  Hough,  has  the  fol- 
lowing appeal  for  uniformity  in  tournament  rules 
in  EngUsh-speaking  countries : — 

"For  Uniform  Tournament  Rules. 

"  Not  because  we  believe  the  American  method 
better,  but  merely  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  in  all 
English-speaking  countries  where  fly  and  bait-cast- 
ing tournaments  are  held,  we  would  urge  our 
English  friends  to  drop  the  use  of  yards  in  measuring 
casts  at  tournaments,  and  adopt  the  simpler  method 
always  employed  here — to  give  the  measurements 
of  all  casts  in  feet  and  inches.  This  is  eminently 
satisfactory  wherever  used.  The  confusion  incident 
to  the  expression  of  the  length  of  a  given  cast  in 
yards,  feet,  and  inches,  has  been  mentioned  in 
public  prints  heretofore,  but  it  will  bear  repetition, 
for  the  reason  that  American  fly  and  bait-casters 
take  more  interest  in  the  English  tournaments  than 
our  English  friends  may  suppose.  We  give  a  cast  in 
feet  and  inches,  and  the  moment  the  eye  rests  on 
the  figures  one  understands  the  matter,  whereas 
the  giving  of  a  cast  in  yards,  feet,  and  inches 
requires  a  mental  calculation  for  comparison  with 
American  records,  and  is  therefore  confusing. 
Devotees  to  all  sports  are  fond  of  comparing 
performances  as  they  are  recorded  in  public  prints, 
and  while  the  results  of  one  tournament  may  be 
given  in  feet  and  inches  the  others  are  more  com- 
plicated, and  therefore  not  so  interesting  to  the 
busy  man.  This  matter  has  been  brought  to  our 
attention  by  a  number  of  prominent  American 
anglers,  who  are  fond  of  casting  at  the  tournaments, 
and  they  have  urged  us  to  place  it  before  the 
English  anglers  who  hold  tournaments  now  and 
then.  We  believe  it  is  important  enough  to  dwell 
on  at  some  length,  but  think  it  wise  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the 
Fisliing  Gazette,  of  London.  Mr.  Marston  has 
hosts  of  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
his  opinion,  when  expressed  in  his  splendid  paper, 
is  respected.  We  hope  he  will  give  space  to  the 
matter,  and  urge  the  adoption  of  uniform  rules  for 
all  future  tournaments  held  in  England.  When 
casts  are  given  in  feet  and  inches,  and  the  condi- 
tions are  also  mentioned,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for 
an  angler  anywhere  to  compare  the  results  with 
others,  giving  due  allowance  for  the  difference  in 
lengths  and  weights  of  rods,  etc.-  One  of  our  friends 
— and  he  is  one  of  the  most  experienced  men  in 
such  matters — in  mentioning  this  matter,  said 
that  rules  should  be  mad^ uniform,  not  because 
it  is  our  way  to  express  cases  in  feet  and  inches, 
but  because  more  tournaments  and  club  events  are 
held  in  the  United  States  than  anywhere  else.  His 
point  is  well  taken.  Another  gentleman,  who  has 
taken  part  in  English  tournaments,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  reason  for  giving  casts  in  yards, 
etc.,  was  that  it  is  customary  for  Englishmen  to  use 
the  term  yards,  in  many  more  ways  than  on  this 
side.  Even  so,  they  will,  we  hope,  concede  that  the 
weight  of  the  argument  lies  with  our  anglers. 

"  Our  own  tournament  methods  could  be  sim- 
plified, to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned.  For 


example,  at  the  tournaments  held  in  New  York 
some  combination  contests  are  held  in  which 
several  casts  are  made  for  distance  and  as  many 
more  for  accuracy  at  buoys  or  targets  placed 
30ft.  to  80ft.  distant  from  the  casting  platform.  A 
perfect  cast  is  one  in  which  the  fly  or  frog  falls 
within  a  foot  of  the  centre ;  2ft.  away  is  scored  2, 
and  so  on.  The  percentage  score  is  arrived  at  by 
a  calculation  which  is  totally  meaningless  to  the 
layman.  TTien  the  percentage  of  a  given  number 
of  distance  casts  is  given,  and  the  two  percentages 
added  together.  It  would  be  far  more  simple,  and 
less  labour  for  the  judges,  to  employ  a  simple 
target,  the  centre  counting  10,  the  next  circle  9, 
and  so  on  down  to  5  or  1  ;  or  the  centre  counting  5, 
and  so  on  down  to  1,  with  outside  casts  counting 
nothing.  In  either  event  the  caster  himself,  and  all 
onlookers,  could  keep  score  mentally  as  the  inning 
proceeds,  and  the  resulting  percentage  would  mean 
something.  The  distance  percentage  and  the 
accuracy  percentage  could  be  added,  if  desired. 

"  In  liy -casting  our  tournaments  are  much  alike, 
but  there  is  need  of  uniform  rules  relating  to 
bait-casting.  All  weights  used  should  be  alike, 
and  this  involves  the  adoption  of  something  that 
can  and  will  be  made  standard.  To  us  it  seems 
that  the  soft  rubber  frog,  weighing  exactly  one-half 
ounce,  is  better  than  anything  else  for  tournament 
use.  It  more  nearly  approaches  the  real  frog  in 
form  and  density  than  does  a  rubber  frog  whittled 
or  cast  from  solid  rubber,  and  while  it  cannot  be 
cast  as  far  as  the  latter  it  seems  fairer  in  every  way. 
The  legs  should  not  be  tied  together.  In  some 
tom-naments  wooden  weights  are  employed,  the 
weight  being  one-half  ounce ;  but  it  is  much  easier 
to  cast  a  dense  weight  which  meets  with  little  resist- 
ance in  its  flight  compared  with  that  of  a  frog,  and 
if  it  is  fair  for  one  person  to  use  a  bit  of  weighted 
wood  it  should  be  equally  fair  for  another  one  to 
employ  a  sinker  of  equal  weight,  although  he  would 
have  a  decided  advantage  in  the  smaller  size  of  the 
lead.  Standard  tournament  'baits'  are  needed. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Leonard  holds  the  New  York  record  for 
a  cast  measuring  143ft.  7in.,  with  rubber  frog,  but 
longer  casts  were  made  at  the  Chicago  Tournament 
last  season,  with  weights  all  weighing  one-half  ounce. 
In  the  old  days,  when  casting  from  the  side  instead 
of  overhead  was  in  vogue,  sinkers  were  employed, 
and  some  very  long  casts  made  with  them.  Thus 
we  have  all  sorts  of  records,  and  no  man  dare  say 
he  has  made  the  longest  cast  in  public. 

"  To  revert  to  English  casting  again  for  a  moment. 
Over  there  it  is  also  the  practice  to  give  the  total 
of  the  two  longest  casts  made  dmring  his  allotted 
time  by  each  contestant,  or  the  total  of  his  best 
three  casts.  This  seems  utterly  meaningless,  and 
reminds  us  more  than  anything  else  of  the  Swede 
who  was  advised  by  his  companion  to  jump  from 
the  pier  to  the  departing  steamship — because  he 
could  '  make  it  in  two  jumps.'  The  average  of 
three,  or,  better,  five  casts,  represents  what  can  be 
expected  of  a  contestant.  Where  two  or  three 
totals  are  added,  the  man  who  is  fortunate  enough 
to  make  one  very  long  cast,  followed  by,  say,  two 
ordinary  ones,  may  defeat  another  gentleman  whose 
average  is  very  good,  but  who  made  no  long  'single 
cast  with  which  to  boost  his  total." 

I  can  assure  Mr.  Hough  that  I  have  always 
endeavoured  to  get  our  rules  made  as  like  those  in 
use  in  the  U.S.  as  possible.  The  question  whether 
distances  should  be  given  in  yards  as  well  as  in  feet 
and  inches  has  often  come  up  at  committee 
meetings  in  connection  with  toiu-nament^,  and  I 
think  there  is  a  growing  feeling  in  favour  of  giving 
results  in  feet  and  inches,  and,  in  many  cases, 
results  have  been  so  recorded ;  aU.  the  same,  we  are 
more  accustomed  to  measure  fishing  casts  in  yards, 
and  it  may  not  be  possible  to  make  the  change  at 
once.  I  think  most  of  our  anglers  would  prefer 
uniformity  with  the  American  Tournament  Rules, 
as  otherwise  it  is  impossible  to  compare  records 
satisfactorily.  R.  B.  M. 


A  New  Paper. — Zapon,  the  new  preservative  of 
paper  products  of  Dr.  Schill,  of  Dresden,  is  a 
solution  of  nitrated  cellulose  in  some  inexpensive 
solvent,  amyl  acetate  seeming  to  be  the  best 
adapted  for  paper  in  sheets.  When  dipped  in  the 
solution  or  brushed  with  it.  the  paper  absorbs  the 
liquid,  and  on  evaporation  of  the  solvent  becomes 
coated  with  a  thin  film,  which  resists  rain,  sweat 
and  various  fumes  as  well  as  attacks  of  mold  and 
bacteria  and  hard  usage.  The  treated  paper, 
unaltered  in  appearance,  may  still  be  written  on 
with  ink  or  pencil. 
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SEA  FISHING  IN  COENWALL. 

In  a  recent  sketch  of  the  fresh-water  fishing  in 
Cornwall  in  these  pages  I  half  apologised  for  the 
scarcity  of  good  trout  fishing,  but  no  apology  need 
be  made  for  sea  fishing,  for  although  tin  and  copper 
are  not,  or  at  least  non-payable,  fish  is  still  a  staple 
industry,  and  the  amateur  may  take  his  share  with 
the  professional.  My  information  has  been  got 
through  careful  inquiries  or  actual  experience,  and 
it  will,  I  think,  be  reliable  and  useful  to  intending 
tourist  sea  anglers.  There  is,  as  is  well  known, 
excellent  sea  fishing  at  Padstow,  Fowey,  and  Looe, 
but  I  shall  make  no  further  reference  to  either  of 
these  places. 

Land's  End  (Sennen). — Rock  fishing  with  rod 
16ft.  to  18ft.,  with  pilchard  and  sand-eel  (launce) 
for  bait,  pollack  and  bream  from  21b.  to  41b.  are 
caught,  and  bass  have  been  taken  on  the  sands 
from  81b.  to  101b.  each.  August  and  September 
are  the  best  months,  and  the  best  time  is  high 
water  in  the  evening.  Sea  fishing  from  boats,  of 
which  there  are  several,  is  practised  from  half-a- 
mile  to  three  miles  out,  and  pollack  up  to  181b., 
with  mackerel  and  bream,  are  caught  roimd  the 
Longships.  Rod  and  line  with  lugworm,  sand-eels, 
and  red  and  white  rubber  baits  are  used.  Small 
pollack  are  caught  with  a  fly  close  to  the  shore. 
Lodgings  cost  10s.  per  room  per  week  for  July 
and  August.  Mr.  Henry  Nicholas,  the  coxswain  of 
the  lifeboat,  Sennen  Cove,  will  gladly  furnish  other 
particulars. 

Porthgtoarra.—Thia  cove  is  a  little  more  than 
three  miles  from  the  Land's  End  by  road,  and  is 
quite  close  to  the  Logan  Rock  and  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company's  station  at  Porthcurno. 
Pollack  and  bream  are  caught  in  August  and 
September,  and  mackerel  in  October.  Pollack  to 
201b.  and  conger  to  601b.  are  taken  on  hand-lines. 
The  local  fishermen  say  they  cannot  reel  in  these 
fish  quick  enough,  and  so  they  discard  rods ;  but 
rods  with  winches  are  used  for  pollack.  Whiffing 
is  often  done,  and  rubber  sand-eels  are  used.  A 
boat  and  man  cost  SOs.  a  week,  and  all  the  fish 
not  required  by  the  hirer  go  to  the  man.  This 
cove  is  very  popular,  and  intending  visitors  should 
write  early  to  Mr.  John  Rowe,  Porthswarra, 
Treen,  R.S.O. 

Penberth  Cove,  eight  miles  from  Penzance,  and 
two  miles  from  the  last-named,  is  a  pleasant  little 
inlet  with  a  small  trout  stream  running  into  it. 
August  is  the  best  month  for  fishing,  and  plenty  of 
pollack,  bass,  mackerel,  chad,  and  bream,  with  a 
few  grey  mullet,  are  taken.  WhifiQng  for  mackerel 
is  often  done.  The  charges  for  boats  and  men  and 
hire  of  rooms  are  very  much  the  same  as  at 
Sennen. 

Penzance. — For  pier  fishing  the  rods  should  be 
from  lift,  to  14ft.,  with  float  and  fine  but  strong 
single  gut,  and  rather  small  hook.  Pollack,  smelt, 
grey  mullet,  wrasse,  chad,  and  occasionally  bass 
are  caught.  Conger  may  be  caught  at  the  back  of 
the  Albert  Pier,  and  from  the  end  of  the  new 
extension  pier.  Hand-lines  fitted  with  strong  tackle 
and  No.  4  Exeter  sea  hooks  generally  used.  There 
is  still  better  sport  to  be  got  at  the  Newlyn  piers 
with  similar  tackle.  Pollack  of  good  size  are  taken, 
and  last  year  very  large  quantities  of  bream  were 
caught.  Some  catches  were  made  of  six  score,  and 
grey  mullet,  bass,  and  conger  came  to  the  ardent 
fisherman.  Pilchard  is  a  good  bait,  but  lugworm 
is  still  better.  For  grey  mullet  dough  mixed  with 
moist  sugar  is  a  killing  bait.  Moimt's  Bay  provides 
splendid  fishing  from  boats.  Good  men  and  boats 
can  be  had  for  about  ten  shillings  a  day,  bait  in- 
cluded, and  weekly  terms  are  quite  reasonable. 
The  best  fishing  is  some  distance  down  the  bay. 
Directions  as  to  marks  might  be  given,  but  they 
are  best  left  to  the  boatman.  The  distance  from 
shore  would  be  governed  by  the  state  and  strength 
of  the  tides.  Hand-lines  are  generally  used  by  local 
fishermen:  forty -five  fathoms  of  line  fitted  with 
boat-shaped  lead  of  Ijlb.,  and  two  hooks  are  fixed 
about  two  yards  below  the  lead,  with  an  arrange- 
ment to  prevent  fouling  with  the  main  line.  Rod 
fishing  from  boats  is  becoming  more  general  every 
year.  Numbers  of  British  Sea  Anglers  visit  Pen- 
zance every  season,  and  several  local  fishermen 
have  taken  to  rod,  reel,  and  fine  tackle,  and  have 
better  sport  than  those  who  have  stuck  to  the 
older  methods.  The  rod  should  be  a  fairly  stiff 
sea  rod  of  about  seven  or  eight  feet,  fitted  with 
pulley  rings.  The  reel  should  not  be  less  than  six 
inches  in  diameter,  and  should  carry  at  least  one 
hundred  yards  of  fine  line.    The  most  successful 


tackle  is  a  three-boom  straight-pull  paternoster 
fitted  with  medium-sized  hooks  to  strong  treble- 
twisted  gut;  the  paternoster  should  be  of  wire,  for 
anything  may  come  to  the  hook  (including  the 
spurdog,"  or  dogfish,  which  has  come  in  for  a  large 
amount  of  notice  and  execration  in  Cornwall  lately). 
A  12oz.  lead  is  generally  sufQcient,  but  it  is  better 
to  take  an  adjustable  lead,  and  then  the  weight  can 
be  regulated  as  wanted.    Baits — pilchard,  bream, 
chad,  and  mackerel  are  all  used,  with  squid  for 
conger.    Those  who  know  say  that  one  great  charm 
in  Mount's  Bay  fishing  is  the  great  variety  of  fish 
likely  to  be  taken  in  a  day's  sport.    A  by  no  means 
exhaustive  list  would  include  pollack,  bream  (the 
smaller  ones  are  called  "  sploshers  "  locally),  whiting, 
pouting,  scad,  skate,  ray,  turbot,  mackerel,  dory,  ling, 
and  cod.    The  pollack  reach  161b.,  bream,  51b., 
whiting,  3lb.,  and  conger,  30lb.  to  601b.    On  the 
outer  marks  the  fish  usually  run  large.  Pishing 
may  be  had  in  fine  weather  from  June  to  November, 
but  June,  July,  and  August  are  the  best  months  for 
sport.    The  best  wind  is  a  moderate  north-wester, 
and  speaking  from  pamful  experience,  a  south-west 
wind  is  the  worst,  for  comfort  at  leastj    When  the 
wind  comes  into  the  bay  from  south  to  south-west 
you  soon  know  it,  and  those  who  are  not  proof 
against  mal  de  mer  had  better  stay  at  home  till  the 
wind  changes.    WhifSng  for  pollack  in  rowmg  boats 
is  very  pleasant  sport,  and  the  catch  is  often  a  very 
good  one.    Fly  fishing  is  rarely  done  here.    Mr.  J. 
H.  Rowe,  ironmonger,  near  the  railway  station,  a 
capable  and  zealous  sea  angler,  sells  good  tackle  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  gives  fishing  advice  free. 

Apart  from  the  sea  fishing  of  the  Land's  End 
district  there  is  very  much  to  interest  the  tourist 
and  lover  of  natural  history  and  antiquities.  This 
is  pre-eminently  the  land  of  cross,  cairn,  and 
cromlech,  and  many  days  can  be  profitably  spent 
on  the  moors  and  heaths,  where  the  ground  is 
carpeted  with  milkwort  and  wild  thyme,  and  the 
ak  is  alive  with  ozone.  The  chff  scenery,  too.  is 
among  the  most  striking  in  England,  and  one  may 
be  completely  alone  with  wild  Nature  and  still  be 
within  nine  or  ten  hours  of  Piccadilly. 

St.  Ives  and  Hayle. — The  sea  floor  here  is  mainly 
sand  close  to  the  shore,  and  "  as  trawlers  from  all 
parts  of  England  visit  the  north  coast  of  Cornwall 
for  three  months  in  spring  and  clean  out  all  the 
fish,  big  and  small,  there  is  nothing  like  the  quantity 
of  fish  in  the  bay  as  there  was  formerly."  In 
the  Hayle  estuary  there  is  abundance  of  bass  and 
mullet,  but  the  St.  Ives'  fishermen  come  over, 
watch  the  fish  go  up  with  the  tide,  and  then  wait 
for  them  to  drop  back  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  catch 
everything.  The  "bag"  of  the  net  has  an  inch 
mesh,  and  apparently  tJbese  "blind  hauhng"  gentry 
are  left  to  do  just  as  they  please,  and  they  often 
please  to  "  kill  the  goose  "  rather  than  wait  for  the 
eggs.  There  are  large  pollack  and  gurnard  to  be 
caught  off  the  Stones,  near  Godrevy  Lighthouse, 
and  the  fishermen's  spillers  still  tell  a  fair  tale 
at  times.  The  Hayle  channel  is  kept  free  of  sand 
by  a  number  of  sluice-gates,  and  these  gates 
are  favourite  resorts  for  bass  up  to  9lb.  or  101b. 
The  best  bait  is  a  prawn  (live)  on  single  gut,  used 
with  a  float.  The  local  rods  are  generally  one 
piece,  bamboo,  eighteen  to  twenty  feet  long.  The 
piers  are  narrow,  and  there  is  keen  competition  for 
the  best  places.  Sometimes  the  sand-eel  is  used, 
but  the  prawn  (plentiful  in  the  pools  at  low  water) 
is  more  popular.  I  have  had  some  sport  with  lake 
trout  flies  among  the  school  bass,  but  the  large 
fish,  in  my  experience,  seldom  take  a  fly.  Sole-skin 
flies  are  also  used.  Lodgings  may  be  had  at  St. 
Ives,  Carbis  Bay,  and  Hayle  Towans,  but  early 
application  must  be  made  as  most  houses  are  full 
in  August  and  September^  There  is  a  fine  golf 
links  at  Lelant. 

St.  Eevern,  PorthoustocJc,  Porthallow,  and 
Coveraok,nea,T  the  Lizard.— Here  the  fishing  should 
be  done  from  a  boat.  The  best  months  are  July, 
August,  and  September.  The  fish  are  bass, 
mackerel,  and  pollack,  but  Dr.  Leverton  Spry,  a 
keen  and  experienced  sea  angler,  tells  me  that  bass 
are  getting  scarcer  every  year.  He  often  took 
thirty  a  day  with  a  rod  and  a  bit  of  bass  skin. 
When  they  are  m  "  school  "  they  only  take  very 
fine  bait,  white  flies,  or  something  about  that  size, 
as  they  are  then  feeding  on  "brit."  Pollack  is 
here  caught  by  red  india-rubber  eel.  One  hundred 
and  thirty  fish  (pollack)  have  been  taken  with  a 
rod  in  one  evening.  There  is  good  fishing  at  the 
Manacles.  Dr.  Leverton  Spry  always  uses  a  salmon 
rod  for  fishing  from  a  boat.  When  the  weather  is 
fine,  with  bright  sunshine,  it  is  very  little  use  trying 


during  the  day;  morning  and  evening  are  tho 
best  times  for  successful  sport.    Chad  fishing  gives 
good  sport  of  an  evening.    The  boat  should  be 
anchored  quite  near  the  shore,  and  the  right  depth 
carefully  found    and  kept.    It  may  have  to  be 
altered  as  the  tide  varies.    Chad  fishing  is  good 
sport,  but  chad  eating  is  a  alow  business,  for  there 
is  more  bone  than  fish.    The  charge  for  a  room  at 
these  places  is  6s.  a  week  with  attendance,  but 
here,  too,  rooms  are  in  very  great  demand,  and 
should  be  spoken  for  very  early.    All  the  fishing 
villages  are  full  in  August.    There  is  a  new  hotel  at 
Coveraek  (two  guineas  a  week  is  the  usual  charge). 
The  pollack  caught  off  the  Lizard  and  the  Manacles 
run  large,  quite  to  141b.    It  is  not  unusual  for  tho 
fisherman  to  have  two  or  even  three  7lb.  fish  on 
the  rod  at  the  same  time.    The  tides  are  very 
strong  here,  and  it  is  not  safe  to  go  out  without  a 
fisherman  who  knows  his  business  and  the  rocks. 
The  charge  for  a  man  and  boat  is  SOs.  a  week.  This 
district  is  one  of  the  most  charming  parts  of  Corn- 
wall to  me.    The  Lizard  is  quite  close,  and  the 
caves  and  rocks  are  worthy  of  all  the  notice  they 
get.    The  flora  is  very  interesting.  Wild  asparagus, 
harebell,  Cornish  heath  (pink,  white,  and  purple), 
and  the  bloody  cranesbill  are  common.    The  roadjs 
are  splendid  for  motoring,  cycling,  and  driving, 
and  the  coast  is  reached  by  a  capital  motor  'bus 
from  Helston. 

Falmouth. — There  are  two  or  three  coves  and 
beaches  between  the  Manacles  and  Fabnouth,  and 
fishing  is  to  be  had  in  each  of  them ;  but  Falmouth 
is  the  usual  headquarters  of  visitors  to  this  part 
of  South  Cornwall.  There  is  plenty  of  good  fishing 
in  the  bay,  very  similar  to  that  in  other  parts  of 
the  county.  Rod  fishing  on  the  rocks  for  small 
pollack,  smelt,  and  wrasse,  with  bass  on  the  sandy 
beaches.  The  bass  prowl  around  these,  and  may 
often  be  caught  of  a  large  size.  I  have  caught  them 
with  a  piece  of  pilchard.  Whifiing  for  pollack  is  often 
done  in  the  bay,  out  towards  the  Manacles,  with 
chad  and  bream  near  the  shore.  There  are  several 
first-rate  hotels  in  Falmouth,  and  lodgings  may 
always  be  got  on  reasonable  terms.  The  scenery 
around  Falmouth  is  more  wooded  than  most  other 
parts  of  Cornwall.  Penjerrick,  one  of  the  seats  of 
the  Foxes,  is  noted  for  its  semi-tropical  vegetation. 
Carlyle,  as  is  well  known,  wrote  to  Sterling  about 
Mr.  Robert  Were  Fox  and  his  family  residences, 
"  the  Foxes  have  holes,"  and  very  nice  holes  they 
are,  too !  This  sketch  is,  I  fear,  very  discursive,  but 
I  hope  it  will  prove  of  some  value  to  any  sea  angler 
who  comes  so  far  south-west  as  the  land  of  saints 
(and  sinners),  pasties,  and  pilchards.       T.  J.  P, 


IS  SALMON-CULTURE  A 
FAILURE  ? 


"  The  Old  Angler,"  who  is  an  old  fish-culturist, 
writmg  in  Forest  and  Stream  of  June  3,  says  :— 

"  Abe  Salmon  Decreasing  in  New  Brunswick  ? 

"  In  your  issue  of  May  20  your  generally  well- 
informed  contributor,  Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  tells 
us  that  salmon  in  New  Brunswick  rivers  are  not 
decreasing,  and  he  quotes  from  the  last  report  of 
H.  E.  Harrison,  Fish  Inspector  for  the  counties 
of  lungs,  Queens,  Sunbury,  York,  Carleton  and 
Victoria,  through  which  runs  the  river  St,  John 
and  its  great  tributary,  the  Tobique. 

"  Inspector  Harrison,  strange  to  say,  does  not 
consider  that  a  steadily  decreasing  catch  in  all 
these  counties  since  1874  indicates  any  decrease  in 
the  stock  of  salmon,  but  is  rather  of  opinion  that  a 
decrease  in  the  annual  catch  impUes  a  better  rim 
of  fish  in  the  rivers,  while  Mr.  Chambers  expresses 
his  own  conviction  that  the  inspector  is  much 
more  correct  in  his  conclusions  than  are  those  who 
show  from  the  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  that,  since  fish-culture  has  been  depended 
on  to  keep  up  the  salmon  stock,  the  catch  has 
decreased  from  75  to  100  per  cent,  in  all  the  rivers 
where  hatcheries  have  been  in  operation. 

"  If  Mr.  Chambers  will  consult  these  reports  he 
will  find  that  in  1874,  the  year  the  hatcheries  were 
built,  the  catch  of  salmon  in  the  St.  John  River 
coimties  was  639,2001b.,  while  m  the  report  for 
1903  the  catch  is  given  as  334,9401b.  In  the 
uiterim  between  these  two  reports  59,410,200  young 
salmon  from  the  hatchery  have  been  planted  in  the 
main  river  and  its  principal  tributaries. 

"  Mr.  Chambers  is  probably  not  aware  that  under 
date  of  May  28,  1883,  the  late  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries,  W.  F.  Whitcher,  in  a  letter  in  your 
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columns,  pointed  out  that  Prof.  A.  J.  Malmgren, 
since  dead,  but  at  that  time  the  highest  authority 
in  Europe  on  fish-culture,  had  recommended  that 
the  artificial  hatching  of  fish  be  discontinued  as  a 
Government  work  for  the  reason  that  in  no  country 
in  which  it  had  been  pursued  could  any  substantial 
returns  for  the  public  expenditure  be  shown.  Mr. 
Whitcher  showed,  from  the  ofiScial  reports  of  the 
Department  of  Fisheries,  that  no  practical  results 
were  visible  from  all  the  millions  of  young  salmon 
that  had  been  planted  in  ten  years'  operations  of 
the  hatcheries.  He  showed  from  the  Blue  Books 
that  in  the  year  1874,  the  year  the  hatcheries  were 
started,  the  catch  of  salmon  in  New  Brunswick 
was  3,2I4,1821b.  When  Mr.  Wilmot,  the  late 
superintendent  of  fish-culture,  made  his  last  report 
in  1894,  after  twenty  years'  operations,  the  catch 
was  only  2,280,4681b,,  although  more  men  and 
more  nets  were  employed  in  the  fishery,  both  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  rivers. 

"In  the  eleven  years  that  have  since  elapsed 
Professor  Prince,  Mr.  Wilmot's  successor,  has  been 
in  charge,  more  hatcheries  have  been  built,  and  all 
have  been  operated  on  a  scale  unknown  in  the 
history  of  the  science.  The  Professor's  report  for 
1903  gives  the  catch  of  salmon  in  New  Brunswick 
as  1,456,1751b.,  after  129,286,200  yoimg  salmon 
have  been  planted  in  her  rivers.  In  the  face  of 
these  facts  and  figures  from  the  departmental  reports, 


In  years  gone  by  it  was  customary  to  beguile  the 
wily  orange -finned  trout  with  a  leash  of  flies,  but 
now  two  out  of  every  three  men  one  encounters  on 
the  banks  affect  the  dry-fly,  and  meet  with  success 
certainly  not  less  than  that  attained  by  the 
individual  who  clings  to  the  old-time  practice  of 
fishing  more  or  less  on  the  chance  principle  with  a 
bob  and  a  couple  of  droppers.  This  is  only  as  it 
should  be.  for  the  trout  of  the  Teme  rise  well  to 
natural  flies — May  Flies,  Alders,  Spinners,  and 
Duns  of  the  same  kinds  as  those  observed  on 
southern  dry-fly  streams. 

In  the  Tenbury  district  there  is  a  long  stretch  of 
water  which  is  free  to  those  roving  anglers  who  are 
content  to  make  the  prettily  situated  Swan  Hotel 
their  resting  place  during  a  stay  in  the  Teme  valley 
(a  reference  to  the  advertisement  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  afEord  further  information  on 
this  subject  to  those  who  desire  fuller  particulars). 
A  stay  here,  long  or  short,  will  only  make  one 
anxious  for  an  opportunity  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment. The  hostelry  overlooks  the  river,  and 
possesses  all  that  goes  to  make  a  home  from  home 
in  the  most  comprehensive  sense  of  the  phrase. 
The  Tenbury  Angling  Association  rents  several 
miles  of  the  water,  and  issues  to  temporary  residents 
at  the  Swan  weekly  tickets  to  fish  the  whole  of  its 
preserve  at  the  very  reasonable  figure  of  10s.  The 
Swan  itself  (which,  by  the  way,  is  now  under  the 
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Dorothy's  Rock,  Teme,  Tenbury. 


IB.  P.  Thompson. 


it  is  difficult  to  see  on  what  Mr.  Chambers'  con- 
viction rests,  as  it  is  to  ignore  the  fact  that,  as 
artificial  culture  has  increased  in  New  Brunswick, 
the  catch  of  salmon  has  decreased. 

"  If  Mr.  Cfhambers  will  extend  his  examination  of 
these  departmental  reports  he  will  find  a  similar 
state  of  things  in  the  Provinces  of  Quebec  and 
Nova  Scotia,  where  the  catch  of  salmon  has  steadily 
declined  ever  since  artificial  hatching  has  taken 
the  place  of  natural  propagation." 


TENBUEY. 


Tenbury  is,  in  many  respects,  a  notable  town. 
First  and  foremost,  half  of  it  is  in  one  county  and 
half  in  another — Salop  and  Worcester  to  wit — the 
river  Teme  forming  the  dividing  line.  It  is  of 
great  interest  to  the  historian,  for  here  it  was  that 
Caractacus  the  great  was  born,  another  name  for 
the  place  being  Tre  Caradoc.  It  is  afflicted  with  a 
notoriously  bad  railway  service,  which  prevents  its 
proper  development,  and  keeps  away  many  visitors 
who  would  otherwise  favour  this  charming  and 
picturesque  neighbourhood  ;  and  lastly,  and  this 
undoubtedly  more  particularly  concerns  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  trout  and  grayling 
fishing  in  the  Teme  are  both  extremely  good, 
always  provided  that  the  angler  has  passed  his 
apprenticeship  in  the  gentle  art. 


able  management  of  a  company)  has  another  two 
miles  of  excellent  water,  so  that  there  is  enough 
fishing  and  to  spare  for  all. 

So  much  for  the  extent  of  the  fishing.  It  must 
not,  however,  be  supposed  that  all  these  many 
miles  are  fishable  with  the  fly.  The  banks  are 
uncommonly  high  in  places  ;  trees  abound,  and  the 
water  is  too  deep  to  wade  in  the  quieter  parts,  so 
that  worming  or  spinning  (the  latter  from  June  1) 
has  to  be  resorted  to  in  spots  unsuitable  for  the  fur- 
and-feather  confection.  Dapping  with  the  natural 
fly  was  formerly  permitted,  but  this  has  wisely 
been  stopped.  Bait  fishing  is  not  allowed  whilst 
wading — a  very  proper  precaution.  Every  few  hun- 
dred yards  there  are  fords  which  can  be  safely  crossed 
by  the  wader,  and  above  these  the  trout  generally  feed. 
In  their  meal  times,  however,  they  are  somewhat 
erratic  and  uncertain.  They  will  sometimes  rise  as 
early  as  eleven  in  the  morning:  they  may  take  it 
into  their  heads  to  do  so  at  three  o'clock,  or  yet 
again,  will  not  deign  to  move  until  the  evening. 
The  difficulty  is  to  know  exactly  when  they  will 
take.  The  first  time  the  writer  fished  the  river 
there  was  no  evening  rise  for  a  whole  week,  the 
rising  time  being  from  noon  till  three  o'clock,  and 
this  was  in  the  month  of  June;  Occasionally  there 
is  a  really  good  hatch  of  May  Fly,  and  in  this  year, 
1905,  there  has  been  the  biggest  rise  known  for 
several  years,  not,  however,  that  it  compared  in 
the  least  degree  with  the  myriads  which  hatch  out 


on  the  Kennet  and  Lambourn  for  example.  What 
is  more  curious  is  that  as  far  as  the  observations  of 
this  deponent  go,  very  few  trout  seem  to  avail  of 
the,  comparatively  speaking,  moderate  feast  of 
May  Fly  provided  for  them.  All  the  same,  they 
come  quite  readily  and  fearlessly  to  the  artificial  of 
the  "frail  and  tender  thing  engendered  by  the 
sun."  Hackle  patterns  are  employed  with  much 
success,  trout  taking  these  when  dressed  fairly 
small  more  confidently  than  they  do  the  winged 
varieties.  From  the  middle  of  June  onwards  to 
the  close  of  the  season,  one  of  the  best  rods  on  the 
water,  and  an  inhabitant  who  knows  the  river 
thoroughly,  relies  absolutely  upon  the  Blue  Dun 
for  trout,  adding,  as  autumn  approaches,  a  gold 
tip  to  the  same  fly.  This  gentleman  has  an  excel- 
lent record  for  captures.  The  trout  attain  a  good 
size.  A  basket  of  two  brace — a  fair  average  daily 
take  for  a  capable  dry-fly  fisher — should  contain  a 
couple  of  fish  between  1  lb.  8oz.  and  1  lb.  4oz.  The 
retainable  limit  is  8in.,  which  is  low  enough  in  all 
conscience,  in  a  river  where  pounders  are  plentiful 
and  fish  up  to  2lb.  by  no  means  scarce,  if  one  knows 
where  to  go  for  them. 

There  is  a  heavy  stock  of  grayling  in  the  Teme 
at  Tenbury,  and  habitues  assert  that  they  take  the 
wet-fly  better  than  they  do  the  floating  lure.  In 
fact,  if  report  be  true,  three  are  frequently  taken 
at  one  cast  when  the  fish  are  madly  on.  The  silver 
twisted  blue  and  the  green  insect  are  the  principal 
patterns  employed.  There  are  many  lovely  flats 
above  the  fords  where  the  grayling  are  found  in 
shoals.  By  fishing  these  stretches  of  smooth,  quiet 
water  the  best  results  are  achieved.  It  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  dry-fly — seeing  that  the 
grayling  rise  uncommonly  well — in  competition 
with  the  cast  of  three  wet-flies  would  not  romp 
home  an  easy  first  in  the  hands  of  a;i  adept 
manipulator. 

Wading  is  imperative— in  fact,  on  the  Tenbury 
Association  water  there  is  no  spot  which  can  be 
properly  fished  from  the  bank.  The  bed  of  the 
river  is  composed  chiefly  of  layers  of  red  rock,  so 
that  one  must  exercise  caution  in  paddling  about 
until  the  ropes  are  well  known.  The  "locals " 
carry  a  long-handled  net  with  which  to  pick  their 
way  and  prevent  unlooked-for  headers  being  taken 
into  six  or  more  feet  of  water  through  slipping  off 
some  of  the  treacherous  ledges.  If  the  water  is 
thick,  wading  should  not  be  indulged  in  by  one 
unacquainted  with  the  place,  as  pitfalls  abound  for 
the  unwary.  It  may  be  added  that  the  trout 
season  commences  on  March  4  and  ends  on  Sept.  14. 
The  close  time  for  grayling  is  from  March  15  to 
July  15.  There  is  no  limit  as  to  the  number  of 
trout  or  grayling  to  be  retained,  it  being  always 
understood  that  both  varieties  of  these  fish  are 
Sin.  in  length  and  over.  Should  one  run  out  of 
flies  or  desire  advice  as  to  the  best  kinds  to  put  up, 
Mr.  Page,  who  issues  the  licences  (costing  2s.  each) 
to  fish  the  water  (the  river  being  under  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators),  will  give  every  infoi-mation 
and  afford  all  help  in  these  matters ;  Mr.  Page,  too, 
being  a  capable  angler  himself,  is  the  right  man  to 
consult  by  strangers  visiting  Tenbury  for  the  first 
time,  and  is  most  willing  and  obliging — as  most 
fishermen  are— to  assist  a  brother  in  doubt  or 
difficulty.  The  Ctoel. 


FISHING  ON  THE  NITH  AND 
CLYDE. 

Mb.  J.  Meikle,  of  104,  Oakfield-road,  Penge, 
London,  S.E.,  writes: — 

"Dear  Sir, — We  often  notice  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  good  fishing  wanted,  free  or  cheap.  I 
enclose  you  my  own  permit,  showing  full  particulars 
of  the  Nith,  which  I  think  you  know  well,  on  the 
opposite  side  below  Sanquhar.  It  runs  through 
the  Eliock  estate,  which  is  preserved,  and  belongs 
to  the  Laird  of  Eliock,  Mr.  Veitch.  Since  boyhood 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing  the  water,  and 
was  present  at  the  funeral  of  the  late  good  laird 
and  noble  sportsman — few  like  him.  Sorry  to  say 
only  last  week  one  of  his  valued  servants  was  run 
down  by  a  motor,  and  a  note  yesterday  (June  16) 
from  Mr.  Laidlaw  makes  the  prospect  of  recovery 
very  gloomy. 

"The  Sanquhar  district  is  filled  with  history, 
and  at  this  season  the  scenery  is  splendid.  Sea- 
trout  are  now  running,  and  burn  trout  are  in 
excellent  condition,  and  the  lordly  salmon  is  likely 
to  be  met  with.    Enclosed  is  a  list  of  Nith  and  its 
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many  tributaries,  and  I  may  mention  the  Nith  at 
Tiiornhill  and  tributaries  can  be  fished  on  almost 
the  same  conditions.  Will  be  pleased  at  any  time 
to  give  a  brother  angler  any  information.  I  enclose 
a  list  of  the  free  water  on  the  Clyde,  hoping  it  may 
be  useful.— Faithfully  yours,  «  J.  Meikle. 

"  p.S. — Trying  to  get  a  sight  of  a  rainbow  last 
week  in  the  Palace,  saw  nothing,  but  landed  two 
good-sized  jack  on  the  large  lake,  which  were  duly 
returned  to  their  native  element. "- 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Meikle  for  the  useful 
information  which  he  sends,  of  which  I  give  a  copy 
below : — 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Clyde. 
Very  little  is  preserved  south  of  Carstairs,  except 
a  small  piece  at  Abington,  belonging  to  Sir  Edward 
Golbroke.  All  the  mountain  tributaries  are  very 
good,  namely.  Camp  Water,  Midleck,  Elvan  Water, 
Powtrail,  Daer,  from  the  junction.  Good  hotel 
accommodation  at  Crawford;  lodging  houses  at 
Elvanfoot,  and  further  up,  at  Smiddit,  Winter- 
cleuch,  and  Kirkhope,  good  shepherds'  houses — 
home-cured  ham  and  bacon  in  evidence.  For  a 
quiet  holiday,  "far  from  the  madding  crowd,"- 
nothing  could  be  better.  The  music  of  the  water, 
the  song  of  the  whaup  and  lark,  the  whirr  of  the 
muircock,  and  the  bleat  of  the  sheep  from  the 
moimtain  side,  all  lend  to  the  pleasure  and  sport. 

Nith. 

The  fishing  extends  between  twenty  and  thirty 
miles.  Tributaries:  Aft  on  Water,  Killa,  Euchan, 
Crawick,  Spango,  Cogs  Bum,  Mennock,  Glendyne, 
Glenium,  Enterkin,  Carron,  etc.  Tributaries  at 
Thornhill  good :  Scarr,  Shinel,  Campel,  etc.  Hotel 
accommodation :  Kirkconnel,  Sanquhar,  Thornhill ; 
with  farm  and  shepherds'  houses  in  the  interim. 

The  rules  of  the  Upper  Nithsdale  Angling  Club 
are  as  follows : — 

Committee  of  management  appointed  by  authority 
of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Queens- 
berry,  K.T.  :  John  Bell,  Drumlanrig  Park ;  John 
Campbell,  Knockenjig  ;  G.  B.  Carruthers,  Sanquhar ; 
John  H.  Dickson,  Dabton,  chairman ;  J.  Moffat, 
Gateside ;  James  R.  Wilson,  Sanquhar ;  Wm. 
Forsyth,  treasurer. 

Ticket-holders  shall  have  right  to  fish  with 
rod  and  line  for  salmon,  sea  fish,  grayling,  and 
trout  from  April  1  to  Sept.  20  next  in  tnose  parts 
of  the  River  Nith  and  its  tributaries  that  belong  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Queensberry 
between  the  County  March  with  Ayrshire  and 
Enterkinfoot,  but  reserving  the  Crawick  through 
the  Lands  of  Holm  ;  and  from  Sept.  20  for  salmon, 
sea  fish,  and  grayling  only,  to  Nov.  14  next,  in  the 
River  Nith,  but  excluding  after  Sept.  20  all  the 
tributaries  from  this  permission,  subject  to  the 
following  conditions,  namely  : — 

I.  That  fishers  shall  immediately  return  to  the 
water  all  salmon  fry  and  other  fry,  and  all  unclean 
fish  aad  fish  under  six  inches  in  length,  taken  by 
them ;  and  that  they  shall  not  fish  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  downfall  of  any  mill  caul. 

II.  That  no  fishing  by  nets  or  illegal  fishing  by 
rake  or  drag  hooks,  or  by  cross  fishing,  or  by  any 
other  illegal  means,  shall  be  practised  ;  nor  shall 
any  hooks  be  used  of  a  size  larger  than  five-eighths 
of  an  inch  across  the  bend  ;  and  no  gaff  hooks  shall 
be  used  before  June  1,  and  that  only  fly  be  used 
from  Oct.  15.  That  persons  fishing  with  the  minnow 
or  compound  tackle  shall  not  use  more  than  three 
hooks,  and  when  that  number  is  used  they  shall  be 
Stewart's  No.  4.  Sinkers  of  three  pieces  of  No.  1 
shot,  fixed  on  the  line  between  the  rod  and  the 
hooks,  shall  be  allowed  and  no  other.  The  use  of 
compound  tackle  for  worm  fishing  is  prohibited 
from  Sept.  1. 

III.  That  they  observe  all  rules  and  regulations 
approved  and  published  by  the  committee.  That 
they  exhibit  their  tickets  when  requested  to  police 
officers,  water  bailiffs,  or  gamekeepers,  and  allow 
them  to  inspect  the  fish  and  tackle  in  their  possession. 

IV.  Tickets  will  be  granted  to  all  approved  resi- 
dents or  natives  of  the  district  at  the  annual  rate 
of  3s.  6d. 

V.  Visitors  to  the  district  may  have  tickets  on 
the  foregoing  terms  at  the  following  rates,  namely  : 
2s.  6d.  for  one  day,  5s.  for  one  week,  10s.  for  one 
month,  and  £1  for  the  season. 

VI.  Tickets  will  be  granted  to  residents  or  natives 
of  the  district  allowing  the  holders  thereof  to  angle 
in  the  tributaries  before-mentioned  at  the  annual 
rate  of  2s.,  and  to  schoolboys  and  other  young 
persons  under  fourteen  years  of  age  at  the  rate 
of  Is. 

VII.  Tickets  will  be  granted  to  members  of  ap- 
proved angling  clubs  on  the  same  terms  as  residents. 
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VIII.  No  fishing  shall  be  allowed  during  the 
night,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  commence  at 
10  p.m.— except  in  the  months  of  June  and  July, 
when  it  shall  commence  at  11  ,p.m. — and  to  con- 
clude at  5  a.m. 

No  dogs  allowed. 


THE  ANGLEE'S  SENTIMENT. 

By  "Greg." 


Steangely  contending  with  man's  higher  ideas 
of  life  is  the  very  natural  inclination  for  sport — 
the  hunting  instinct.  This  instinct  is  denounced 
by  the  philosophic  mind  as  something  foreign  to 
man  as  man,  as  it  is  inherited  from  his  barbaric 
ancestor.    Granted,  but  whether  or  no,  this  instmot 


clings  tenaciously  to  the  roots  of  nature.  In  these 
days,  when  the  earnest  man — the  true  soul — knows 
not  on  which  side  lies  solid  foothold,  it  is  pleasant 
to  know  that  one  can  fall  back  upon  the  primal 
and  vital  principles  of  man's  earthy  origin.  At 
least  it  gives  a  system,  a  working  hypothesis  in 
accordance  with  the  scheme  of  things. 

No  doubt  there  are  other  and  higher  ways  of 
studying  life  than  by  rod  and  gun.  Some  may  say 
that  it  is  a  crude  way  of  introducing  oneself  into  the 
elite  society  of  Nature,  or  that  it  seems  impossible 
to  conceive  that  a  "  humane  being,  past  the  age 
of  thoughtless  boyhood,  will  wantonly  murder  any 
creature  which  holds  its  life  by  the  same  tenure  that 
he  does."  It  is  on  this  account,  therefore,  that  the 
angler's  art  is  to  be  recommended  as  a  cleaner  and 
tenderer  sport  than  the  gun.    The  victim  of  the  fly 
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has  many  more  and  less  painful  chances  of  escape 
then  those  of  the  bullet.  Many  thousands  of  trout 
are  hooked  in  the  course  of  a  season  that,  iminjured, 
live  to  test  the  skill  of  the  artist  in  the  following 
one.  For  instance,  a  trout  is  seen  sucking  the 
natural  fly  under  the  shadow  of  the  opposite  bank. 
Unless  extreme  carefulness  is  used  in  approaching 
that  trout  lives.  Admitting  the  fact  that  he  is 
hooked,  the  element  of  uncertainty  still  prevails. 
The  fine  gut  breaks,  he  does  not  reach  the  net ; 
some  day,  perhaps,  he  will  fall  ignobly  at  last  to 
the  fabled  bent  pin  of  the  country  schoolboy.  If 
the  trout  is  landed,  he  is  in  all  likelihood  the  only 
one  out  of  a  dozen  such  fish  that  have  tasted  steel 
while  the  "rise  was  on."  If  the  trout  that  were 
hooked  and  lost  during  the  fishing  season  had  been 
basketed  by  every  individual  angler  throughout 


the  country,  the  time  would  be  when  fly  fishing 
would  be  substituted  for  a  less  deadly  method. 
But  this  will  never  be.  In  proof  of  it  one  has  only 
to  go,  say,  on  a  holiday  morning,  to  the  Waverley 
Station,  Edinburgh,  and  take  note  of  the  number 
of  anglers  departing  for  the  numerous  tributaries  of 
the  Tweed.  One  would  think  that  the  trout  would 
have  a  sorry  day  of  it.  But  how  many  come  back 
with  lighter  baskets  than  they  started  with  ?  How 
many  come  back  to  tell  a  tale  of  "rising  fish,|j 
"rising  short,"  or  that  they  were  "no  jest  daen," 
or  the  weather  was  too  cold  ?  and  a  score  of  other 
palliatives  to  ward  off  the  derisive  laughter  and 
contemptuous  gibes  of  non-angling  friends.  Then, 
how  is  it  that  these  men  still  continue,  holiday 
after  holiday,  to  frequent  the  streams,  repeating 
failure  after  failure  with  monotonous  persistency  ? 


A  CALIFOENIAN  ANGLEE. 


This  is  a  picture  of  the  average  GaHfornian  angler,  who  "  often 
wades  waist  deep  to  reach  some  favourite  pool"  The  photograph 
was  kindly  sent  by  Mr.  Chas.  H.  KewelL— R.  B.  M. 


Mr.  William  Elleby,  jun.,  fishing  on  the 
McCloud  River,  California. 
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There  must  be  some  other  element  in  the  sport 
•which  fascinates  the  hearts  of  its  votaries  little 
euBpeoted  of  by  non-anglers.  The  very  air  tells 
what  this  element  is  that  decoys  them  away,  and 
we  would  know  why. 

It  has  been  said  with  much  truth  that  angling 
comes  closer  than  any  other  sport  to  the  secret 
charm  of  the  life  of  nature.  There  is  a  human 
sentiment  in  it  which  is  almost  poetical.  The 
mysterious  mfluence,  so  elevating,  which  enwraps 
the  angler's  life,  which  makes  him  look  upon  the 
earth  as  a  thing  of  unsurpassable  beauty,  compels 
him,  too,  to  become  an  ecstatic  lover  of  the 
strangeness  of  beauty  and  a  connoisseur  of  earth's 
art.  He  is  in  his  heart  the  embodiment  of  the 
spirit  of  the  artist,  poet,  and  philosopher,  and  he 
seeks  never  to  outgrow  that  wonder  of  the  "  child- 
man  of  Plato's,"  which  is  a  kind  of  wonder  so 
intense  that  it  becomes  a  deeper  life  to  him  who 
feels  after  the  beautiful  in  life.  It  was  Douglas 
Jerrold  who  said  that  angling  was  a  system  of 
morality,  in  that  it  brought  man  much  in  contact 
with  natm-e.  And  is  not  nature  the  "  garment  we 
see  Him  by." 

Mr.  Hodgson's  Chapter  I.  of  his  book.  "Trout 
Fishing,"  startles  us  with  its  presumptuous  head- 
line, "  Kinship  with  the  Arts."    There  is  a  stretch- 
ing of  the  imagination  in  his  argument  which, 
though  it  does  not  suit  everybody,  cajoles  the 
humorous  faculty  of  a  rigid  mind  into  a  cynical  or 
cold-blooded  activity.    Of  the  supposed  necessary 
patience  of  the  fisherman,  he  says : — "  The  befitting 
patience  is  more  than  a  lazy  or  stoical  endurance. 
It  is  continually  alert.    It  embraces  much  more 
knowledge  and  a  much  greater  resourcefulness  of 
thought  than  are  commonly  imagined.   .It  is  a 
state  of  mind   more  complex  than  that  which 
is    necessary  to   success  in  any    other  pursuit 
on    flood   or    field."    And   he    goes  on  boldly 
to    elevate    the    sport   to    the    society  of  the 
arts.    Certainly  as  an  art  it  requires  at  times  the 
intuitive  faculty  of  a  .Jean- Jacques,  with  the  strength 
and  stamina  of  a  mountaineer.    It  has  ever  been 
the  recreation  of  the  creative  man's  mind.  History 
records  many  of  the  great  and  renowned  as  having 
had  a  taste  for  the  contemplative  man's  recreation. 
Then  m  English  literature  the  ruminatiog  workings 
of  a  sporting  nature  was  transmitted  from  the 
seventeenth  to  twentieth  century  in  the  form  of 
a  unique  book,  called  "  The  Compleat  Angler  "—a 
book  so  original,  so  quaint,  and  so  courteous  in  its 
humour  that  even  in  to-day  it  remains  as  an  inspirit- 
ing ensample  to ;  hose  who  would  follow  in  Izaak 
Walton's  steps.    It  was  the  sporting  instinct  which 
produced  in  our  days  that  strange  autobiography 
of  Richard  JefiEeries,  "The  Story  of  My  Heart" 
—  a  book    startlingly    unique   in  contemporary 
literature.     "The    Compleat   Angler was  the 
delight  of  Charles  Lamb!s  childhood.    Lover  of 
the  Strand  as  he  was,  he  was  nevertheless  a  true 
child  of  Nature  to  be  touched  by  old  Izaak's 
atmospheric  meditations.     Writing  to  Coleridge, 
he  says  :  "  It  breathes  the  very  spirit  of  innocence' 
purity,  and  simplicity  of  heart.    It  would  sweeten 
a  man's  temper  at  any  time  to  read  it.    It  would 
Christianise    every  discordant,    angry  passion." 
Coleridge  would  laugh  kindly  and  indulgently  at 
such  phrases  as   these— "  Angling  is  somewhat 
Uke  poetry ;  men  must  be  born  so."    And  Izaak's 
reason  why  Christ  preferred    fishermen  as  his 
disciples:    "He  found   that  the  hearts  of  such 
men,  by  nature,  were  fitted  for  contemplation  and 
quietness ;  men  of  mild,  and  sweet,  and  peaceable 
spirits,  as,  indeed,  most  anglers  are."    But  our 
serene  Father  of  Angling  does  not  in  his  book 
altogether  eschew  the  good  things  of  life.    He  pro- 
nounces that  "  a  finely  dressed  dish  of  fish,  and  a 
rich  drink  is  too  good  for  any  but  anglers  or  honest 
men."     In  this  connection  the  followers  of  the 
gentle  art,  like  those  admirers  of  the  Poet  Burns, 
have  been  noted  for  their  keen  epicurean  interest 
in  whatever  "rich  drinks"  that  were  revered  by 
the  master  palate.    Somehow,  the  angler  has  dis- 
covered that  in  the  day's  outing — 

"Freedom  and  whisky  gang  thegither." 
A  "drap  o'  Johnny  Walker,"  Glenlivet,  or 
Dewar,  or— nobody  knows  what  one  drinks  some- 
times—goes far  towards  the  happy  knack  of  pro- 
ducing self-oblivion.  For  some  moments,  at  least, 
life  with  the  torments  of  the  flesh  and  the  trammels 
of  a  busy  commercial  world,  while  under  its  un- 
doubted charm,  give  place  to  a  rare  feeling  of 
exquisite  bliss,  and  so  omnia  bona  bonis.  The 
angler  that  forgets  his  flask  is  looked  upon  with 


open-eyed  disgust,  and  is  a  source  of  poignant 
regret  to  the  average  boatman.  "  Ye'U  no  catch 
troots  if  ye  dinna  pit  whisky  on  their  tails "  was 
said  once  sarcastically  by  a  Loch  Leven  boatman 
on  the  advice  given  him  to  do  as  the  otter  does 
when  pursued  by  an  enemy,  to  "  tak'  to  water." 

What  is  more  quietening  than  to  read  "  Pisca- 
tor's"  lecture  to  the  "Scholar":  "No  life,  my 
honest  Scholar,  no  life  so  happy  and  so  pleasant,  as 
the  life  of  a  well-governed  angler;  for  when  the 
lawyer  is  swallowed  with  business,  and  the  states- 
man is  preventing  or  contrivmg  plots,  then  we  sit 
on  cowslip  banks,  hear  the  birds  sing,  and  possess 
ourselves  in  as  much  quietness  as  these  silent, 
silver  streams  which  we  now  see  glide  so  quietly  by 
us.  Indeed,  my  good  Scholar,  we  may  say  of 
angling,  as  Dr.  Boteler  said  of  strawberries: 
'  Doubtless  God  could  have  made  a  better  berry, 
but  doubtless  God  never  did,'  and  so,  if  I  might  be 
judge.  '  God  never  did  make  a  more  quiet,  innocent 
recreation  than  angling.'  "  He  was  a  charming 
old  man,  who  despised  not  the  fair  sex.  He  and 
his  "Scholar"  would  sit  "under  a  honeysuckle 
hedge  while  a  shower  falls,  and  encounter  a  hand- 
some milkmaid  and  her  mother,  who  sing  to  them 
that  smooth  song  of  Kit  Marlow's — 

"Come  live  with  me  and  be  my  love." 

And  thus  it  is  that  the  angler's  life  is  inter- 
mingled inextricably  with  the  romance  and  poetry 
of  the  earth.  Just  now  (in  April)  when  the  frolic- 
some streamlets  are  released  from  their  frost-bound 
sources  and  trickle  down  the  hill-sides  to  renew 
their  spasmodic  mtimacy  with  the  larger  streams 
in  rippling  kisses  full  of  the  gladness  of  sprmg; 
when  the  green-tinted  wings  of  the  lapwing  begin 
to  hover  over  furrow  and  meadow,  and  their 
plaintive  "  pee-a-weep-weep-weep  "  is  heard  in  the 
land;  when  April's  hissing  rainstorms  drench  the 
budding  face  of  Nature,  and  her  sun  comes  out  in 
sudden  kindly  blinks,  it  is  then  when  anglers  begin 
to  feel  the  impulse  of  a  reviving  spirit.  The  stifled 
lungs  fill,  expand,  and  are  seldom  satisfied;  the 
legs  walk  and  feel  not  weary.  The  spirit  of  the 
west  wind,  whistling  o'er  the  trees,  entices  a 
purifying  sadness  out  of  the  chambers  of  memory, 
yet  withal,  a  cloying  sweetness,  a  yearning  melan- 
choly, an  unquenchable  whispering  for  a  something 
of  Love,  inexpressible,  haunts  the  hearts  of  those 
who  deeply  feel  the  spirit  of  the  wmd.  Other 
spirits  of  the  woodlands,  of  the  moors,  of  the  sea, 
of  the  sky,  and  of  the  burn  that 

Comes  bickerin'  o'er  the  brae, 
Atween.  the  clumps  of  purple  heather, 

each  call  and  knock  at  the  door  of  thought  for 
admittance.  As  spring  advances,  numerous  con- 
versions and  of  prodigals  returned  are  reported  by 
the  ministering  fairies  to  the  godmother  of  the 
glens.  It  is  hard  to  conceive  that  the  song  of  the 
blackbird,  the  budding  hedges,  the  soft  breath 
of  the  west  wind,  and  the  thousand  titillating 
sensations  that  herald  the  arrival  of  spring  are  but 
the  euphonious  phrases  of  Nature's  ultimatum  to 
the  angler  to  prepare  for  war. 

He  begins  to  turn  his  attention  to  rod  and  line. 
Tackle  is  looked  into  with  anxious  scrutiny,  while 
the  children  with  perhaps  more  eager  curiosity 
crowd  round  the  father.  Cast  after  cast  is  unrolled 
and  tested,  and  the  worthless  pieces  of  gut  given 
oyer  to  the  enthusiastic  boy  that  most  resembles 
his  father.  The  good  wife  solemnly  assures  her 
husband  that  she  has  no  seat  whereon  to  sit  for 
"  thae  eternal  huiks."  Waders  are  patched,  and 
"  tacketty  boots  meet  the  ground  simultaneously 
with  the  first  cawing  of  the  young  rooks.  Angling 
companions,  dating  back  from  before  life  assumed 
its  sterner  aspects,  nod  to  each  other  with  unusual 
serenity  of  countenance.  Thoughtful  words,  sug- 
gestive of  real  human  fragrance  within,  are  spoken 
frequently  as  they  pass  each  other  on  the  busy 
thoroughfare— " Well,  have  you  been  out  yet?" 
"  No !  but  I'm  thinking  of  going  on  Saturday  if 
the  weather  keeps  a  bitty  warmer."  Who,  then, 
shall  gainsay  the  truth  that  this  one  touch  of  earthy 
nature  makes  for  righteousness,  love,  peace,  and 
that  contentment  which  is  great  gain  ? 


The  finest  salmon  caught  in  the  Dee  for  the  past 
four  or  five  years  was  on  exhibition  in  the  shop 
window  of  a  fishmonger  last  week.  It  weighed 
361b.,  and  was  in  splendid  condition.  The  fish  was 
caught  off  the  Roode»  banks  by  two  Handbridge 
fishermen. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  {to  enswe  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thweday  mormng, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  on  the 
opening  day  had  been  greatly  disturbed  by  the 
heavy  rains,  and  the  consequence  was  that  many 
anglers  who  sampled  their  fir^t  bit  of  coarse  fishing 
this  season  did  not  score  well.  As  may  be  imagined, 
the  best  bait  was  the  worm,  and  those  who  tried 
this  came  off  the  best.  I  went  up  to  Weybridge 
thinking  as  it  was  above  the  Mole  and  the  back  bay 
would  escape  the  Wey  as  well— both  rivers  being 
highly  coloured— I  could  get  a  clearer  water,  but 
there,  too,  the  water  had  the  appearance  of  a  winter 
stream.  On  June  18  no  less  than  eleven  anglers 
were  fishing  from  the  weir,  Mr.  Kepping  getting  six 
barbel  up  to  4pb.,  and  on  Monday  Mr.  J^earup.  of 
the  Lincoln  Arms  Hotel,  had  four  barbel,  two  trout, 
largest  21b.,  and  a  carp  of  21b.  3oz.— a  pretty  dish. 
At  Kmgston  Mr.  Darcy  had  a  trout  of  1  lb.  on  a 
bread-cube,  which  was  returned  to  the  river.  Very 
few  roach  were  caught,  and  owing  to  the  thick 
water  the  chub  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  was 
spo3lt.  At  Hampton  Court  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  had 
»?™?x."',''®  ^"'■"^  fishing,  and  at  the  weir 

Mr.  ellmgton  landed  a  trout  of  5^1b.  At  Chertsey 
a  bream  of  4lb.  was  caught.  By  this  week-end  the 
river  will  have  toned  down,  and  though  coloured 
sport  should  be  much  better,  and  I  hope  to  have  a 
better  account  to  give  next  week.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  has  been  running 
a  very  nasty  colour  since  the  opening  of  the  season, 
which  seems  to  have  put  all  the  fish  on  the  sick  list, 
sport  has  consequently  been  very  slow.  "  Baited  " 
swims,  too,  have  fished  very  badly  ;  a  few  fish,  how- 
ever, have  been  caught,  which  include  chub  over 
31b.  roach  up  to  lib.  5oz.,  perch  up  to  lib.,  trout 
ot  t^lh.  and  31b.,  and  a  tench  of  1  lb.  5oz.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  of  barbel  being  caught  in  the  district. 
Mrs.  Barnard  and  Mr.  C.  Meek,  fishing  recently  with 
S  Arlett  on  some  private  water,  at  Frog  Hall,  near 
Wokingham,  took  a  nice  lot  of  trout :  there  were 
twenty-five  fish,  in  aU  averaging  about  l^lb.  each. 
\^e  water  is  getting  a  much  better  colour  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  prospects  for  the  coming  week 
are  promising. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  has  been 
very  much  discoloured  during  the  past  week,  but  is 
now  fining  down  nicely.  The  fish  have  not  come 
on  feed  yet,  though  a  few  have  been  taken.  Mr. 
Tomlinson  got  a  nice  trout  at  Teddington,  weighing 
just  ufider  31b.  A  gentleman  fishing  in  the  deeps 
on  June  17  caught  one  carp  and  three  bream.  I 
have  been  out  two  days— both  blanks.  There  are 
plenty  of  Qah  seen  here  cleaning  themselves. — Tom 
Auger. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).— The  long 
drought  in  May,  with  cold  frosty,  weather  at 
intervals,  to  a  great  extent  kept  the  roach  back- 
ward in  spawning;  just  now  they  are  seen  in 
thousands  on  the  gravel  and  on  the  overfall  by  the 
locks  cleaning  themselves.  It  is  a  grand  sight  to 
see  them,  and  many  anglers  have  been  down  on 
purpose;  they  roll  about  in  all  directions  on  the 
surface  of  the  fleet  water.  On  June  16,  the  opening 
day,  with  bright  warm  weather  and  the  water 
in  good  colour  after  heavy  rains,  several  anglers 
weie  anxious  to  wet  the  line.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  cut  weeds  floating  down,  it  was  a  happy 
day.  A  good  many  fish  were  had  up  to  club  size 
in  fair  condition ;  but  being  so  early  in  the  season 
the  roach  are  rather  sickly,  but  the  dace  are  in  good 
condition.  On  some  parts  of  the  Cam  several  pike 
have  been  had,  121b.  weight  of  fish  to  a  rod.  At 

present  the  prospects  for  sport  are  very  rosy.  

J OHN  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Notwithstanding  the  rains 
there  is  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  rivers.  Peal 
and  salmon  are,  however,  running,  and  some  few  of 
the  former  have  been  taken  in  the  Fowey  and 
Camel.  Unfortunately,  low  wateis  mean  a  rich 
harvest  for  netsmen,  and  in  the  estuary  of  the 
Tamar  there  have  been  some  very  fine  hauls  of 
salmon.  Trout  fishing  is  veiy  fair.  Rods  on  the 
Inney  and  Lynher  have  been  getting  good  baskets 
with  Fern  Fly. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  has  been 
welcome  rain  during  the  past  week,  which  has  had 
the  effect  of  rising  the  river  about  six  inches ;  but 
it  has  been  rapidly  receding,  being  again  rather  low 
and  very  fine.  A  fortnight  since  Messrs.  W.  M. 
Tollit  and  J.  Edmonds  had  fine  sport  with  salmon, 
but  they  were  not  successful  in  landing  a  fish.  One 
of  the  fish  broke  the  collar  and  took  away  the  fly. 
A  nice  truff,  weighing  21b.,  was  also  taken  by  Mr. 
Tollit.  This  week  Me.ssrs.  E.  Distin  and  Ackrell 
had  a  peal  apiece.  Mr.  C.  Barton,  of  the  Hotel 
Seymour,  has  had  some  fine  bass-fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river.    From  some  obscure  cause 
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WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 

19,  PICCADILLY  ( ..fs^^Vw. ). 

Branch  :  35.  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


THE   GREAT  CITY  DEPOT  FOR  ALL 


FISHING  REQUISITES. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  ...  from  2/5 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  ...  5/- 

TROLLINQ  RODS,  Superior  Finish    „  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS    5/6  and  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  PIKE  and 

SEA  RODS  21/- 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED  GREENHEART 
FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch 
Fittings,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft  21/- 


ALL  RODS  COMPLETE 
WITH  BAG,  AND 


CARRIAGE  PAID 


TO  ANY  ADDRESS  IN  ' 
THE  UNITED  KINGDOM.  , 


SEA 
RODS. 


Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  with  Pulley 

End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-  net. 
Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Pulley  End 

Ring,  Rubber  Button,  Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6  net. 
Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint,  Lancewood  Top, 
Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and  Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber 
Button,  Pulley  Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 

TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  EBl. 

WADING  NETS,  with  Clip,  from  4/6  each,  complete. 
FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG  CASTS,  3  yds.,  6d.  &  8d. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


WRITE 
FOR 


^  FISHING  CATALOGUE 


POST 
FREE. 


) 


c 

BENETFINK  &  CO., 

107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C.  \ 


Please  mention 
"  Gazette." 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manflfactiirer  of  eyery  desciiptioD  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN  GOLD  AND  OTSER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.       New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  castiug  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  liesitatioQ  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  Wliea  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
1)6  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M  ,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 
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several  dozen  trout  were  recently  found  dead  or  in  a 
state  of  stupor  in  the  Merdle,  a  tributary  stream 
■which  joins  the  Dart  at  Buckfastleigh.  On  June  17 
Mr.  Cockram  landed  six  fine  truff,  and  Messrs. 
Rodgers  and  Styne  had  a  brace  each  in  the  Associa- 
tion waters  near  Buckfastleigh.  On  the  I9th  Mr. 
Rodgers  landed  an  1 1  lb.  salmon,  and  the  same  day 
Mr.  Millman  hooked  a  fine  fish,  but  unfortunately 
lost  it. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (CumTjerland).  —  The 
rivers  have  been  more  or  lesi  disturbed  all  the 
week,  but  the  rain  has  done  little  more  than  spoil 
sport,  for  the  water  is  not  more  than  '2in.  higher. 
However,  the  wind  has  got  round  in  the  west,  and 
sea-trout  are  now  tempted  by  big  tides  and  favour- 
able wind  to  brave  the  perils  of  harbour  entrance 
at  Workington,  where  a  big  dredger  is  at  work.  In 
a  few  days  we  shall  have  some  idea  as  to  whether 
sea-trout  are  going  to  be  a  good  crop.  At  present 
the  prospect  is  not  too  rosy.  The  Fishery  Board's 
nets  have  done  poorly  so  far.  All  the  lakes  have 
fished  indifferently.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Oakenclough, 
was  on  Buttermere  Lake  this  week,  but  I  have  not 
heard  what  sport  he  secured. — Bl.^ck  Tom  o'  the 
North. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Exe,  Culm,  Yeo  and 
Greedy  have  not  risen  appreciably  as  the  result  of 
the  recent  rain.  Mr.  Were  recently  landed  a  very 
fine  trout  in  the  Greedy  which  nearly  scaled  3^1b. 
Little  has  been  done  on  the  Exe  as  regards  salmon 
fishing.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken  on 
the  Carey.  Salmon- net  fishermen  at  Topsham  have 
been  reasonably  complaining  of  late  owing  to  the 
very  small  catches  made,  and  this  will  be  borne  out 
by  the  fact  that  not  many  days  ago  nearly  150 
fishermen  were  out,  and  only  one  fish  was  taken. 
On  June  19,  however,  there  was  a  hopeful  turn  for 

the  better,  when  twenty-five  fish  were  netted.  

Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  rain,  of  which  we 
have  now  had  a  good  dose,  has  improved  sport  a 
good  deal,  and  we  hear  of  both  fly,  worm,  and 
minnow  doing  well.  The  hackled  Alder  continues 
the  best  killing  fly. — Foster  Bros. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  continuance  of 
dry  weather,  up  to  within  the  past  few  days  angling 
upon  this  river  has  been  practically  out  of  the 
question.  The  period  of  parched  conditions  has, 
however,  terminated,  and  during  the  past  day  or 
two,  though  the  downpour  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  bring  the  river  into  good  condition,  the  outlook 
has  somewhat  improved;  there  has  been  a  rise 
of  water  of  about  four  inches.  A  good  flood 
is  much  needed  to  allow  the  fresh-run  fish  to  get 

up    stream.     The    catches    to    hand    are :  Mr. 

J.  W.  Grassham,  seven  brace,  one  trout  weighing 
21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Draceep,  eight  brace ;  and  Mr.  G. 
Oldham,  five  brace.  Sea  angling  has  numerous 
votaries,  and  some  capital  sport  is  being  obtained 
adjacent  to  the  Bell  Buoy,  where,  one  day  last 
week,  one  party  succeeded  in  landing  several  score 
of  well- conditioned  fish.  From  the  piers,  too,  good 
results  are  being  obtained. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has 
been  very  cold,  and  fishing  results  have  not  been  as 
good  as  expected.  Roach,  perch,  and  carp  are 
plentiful,  and  with  warmer  weather  the  tench 
should  afford  excellent  sport.  At  Exmouth  and 
neighbourhood  the  bass  are  in  evidence,  but  the 
Fleet  is  now  at  Torbay,  and  there  is  a  general 
impression  that  the  gun  practice  does  not  improve 
matters,  although  at  night  some  fine  bass  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  Perry  had  one  from  the  pier  over  41b., 
and  Mr.  White  one  31b.  A  large  number  of  mullet 
are  in  the  dock,  but  none  can  be  enticed  to  take 
any  bait  whatever. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — On  account  of  other 
rivers  being  open  for  coarse-fishing,  few  anglers  have 
been  met  with  up  the  Lea  this  week,  and  no  good 
takes  are  reported  among  the  trout,  dace,  and  eels. 
The  river  is  nice  and  fresh,  and  should  yield  sport 
amongst  dace.  In  the  Beane,  at  Hertford,  trout 
have  been  landed  by  several  anglers,  and  twelve 
good  dace  have  rewarded  another  wielder  of  the 
rod  out  on  that  stream.  Roach  fishing  reopens  in 
the  Lea  on  July  2. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing.  Several  good  bags  have  been 
taken  since  the  season  opened.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  from 
Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

IiUtrg  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnater^ — Both  these 
noted  grayling  and  trout  streams  are  running  in 
better  order  than  for  some  time.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  some  good  fish  have 
been  taken. — -Gwynne. 

Otter  (BndleiiTh  Salterton). — The  late  rains 
have  greatly  improved  the  river  and  cleared  it  of 
the  slime  and  silt  which  the  hot  weather  produced. 
Some  good  takes  have  been  had  on  the  RoUe  Estate 
water  with  the  dry  fly,  the  Olive  and  Red  Quills 
being  killing  patterns.  Peal  have  been  observed — 
thougli  not  in  large  numbers — on  the  lower  reaches 


of  the  river,  but  no  capture  of  any  importance  has 
yet  been  reported.  Evening  fishing  is'  now  well  in, 
arid  with  hot,  dry  weather  sport  may  be  looked  for 
with  certainty. — Heron. 

Plymouth.— The  little  rain  we  have  had  has 
raised  the  rivers  a  few  inches  only,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  peal  in  the  lower  waters  waiting  to  go  up. 
They  can  be  seen  in  every  pool  in  the  rivers,  but 
we  want  a  good  wash  out  before  they  will  move 
much.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken,  but  we  shall 
not  have  any  peal  or  salmon  until  we  have  had 
more  rain. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Sufficient  rain  has  now  fallen  to  freshen 
up  these  streams,  which  are  now  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  the  fly,  and  much  better  sport  is  being 
had  amongst  the  trout  than  has  been  experienced 
at  any  time  this  season.  Some  good  specimens  of 
all  the  kinds  of  coarse  flsh  found  in  these  rivers 
have  been  landed,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
successful  season. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal,— 
The  weather  was  favourable  for  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fish  season,  and  a  number  of  anglers  were 
out  Rivers  were  in  good  condition,  with  fish 
feedmg  well.  On  June  19  the  Trafalgar  Angleis' 
Association  held  their  opening  competition  on  the 
Cuckmere,  at  Berwick,  when  bream,  roach,  rudd, 
and  dace  were  taken.  Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick  was 
first  with  51b.  l|oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove,  31b.  8|oz  • 
Mr.  D.  Bowman,  31b.  8|oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Gunn,  21b.  14oz  '■ 
Mr.  T.  Chessell  and  Mr.  W.  Challer  took  7oz.  and 
lib.  3oz.  respectively.  The  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association  held  a  contest  on  the  Adur,  but  a 
record  of  the  ,  takes  is  not  forthcoming.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  is  far  too  weedy  for  success- 
ful sport,  and  the  barge  traffic  seems  a  thing  of  the 
past,  or  in  former  years  barges  effected  a  clearance. 
The  Chichester  Council  take  no  heed  of  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  citizens  in  endeavouring  to  stop  fishinc 
in  the  close  season  or  to  clear  the  waterway.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  among  the  small  fry,  but  I  do 
not  hear  of  anything  over  12oz.  The  lower  reach 
between  the  locks  is  the  best  venue,  but  the  dis- 
tance is  a  deterrent  to  those  who  have  only  a  few 
hours  morning  and  evening.  Smelt,  flatfish  and 
bass  are  giving  sport  in  the  Chichester  harbour. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom-fishing. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Orl,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow 
Dun,  Blues,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Black  Gnat,  Fern  Fly 
and  Sky  Blue.  Bottom-fishing  has  been  good  with 
worm,  minnow-fishing  in  early  morning  has  ac- 
counted for  trout  lib.  each.  Fishing  at  the  end 
of  last  *'eek  in  the  Burway  Water  an  angler  took 
51b.  of  fish  with  fly,  including  dace,  grayling  and 
trout.  On  June  19,  in  the  Ludford  Water,  some 
good  grayling  were  landed,  and  one  trout  Iflb.  was 
taken  with  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Torcross  Ley. — Water  is  in  good  condition. 
Weather  showery.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hein,  of  Wake- 
field, are  having  good  sport  with  the  perch  and  rudd 
every  day.  Yesterday  (June  20)  Mrs.  Hein  was 
fishing  for  pike  with  a  small  rudd  bait.  A  perch 
took  the  bait  and  Mrs.  Hein  landed  it,  and  it 
weighed  Iflb. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbouring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  streams  are  still  very  low 
and  clear.  Several  good  baskets  have  been  killed 
on  the  North  Tyne  with  up-stream  worm  fishing. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tyne  some  good  fish 
have  been  killed  with  grub ;  one  angler  had  a  good 
mixed  basket  of  trout  and  dace.  The  dace  are  now 
rising  well  to  the  Black  Gnat.  The  recent  showers 
have  put  a  shade  of  colour  in  the  Blythe,  and  some 
fine  trout  have  been  killed  with  the  Green  Drake. 
Whittle  Dene  is  still  fishing  well.  Mr.  Boocock,  on 
June  17,  killed  a  nice  basket  of  trout  with  the 
minnow.  Mr.  Brunton,  fishing  some  private  water 
near  Reston,  killed  a  fine  yellow  trout  which  scaled 
31b.  The  fish  was  22in.  in  length,  and  had  it  been 
well  fed  no  doubt  it  would  have  turned  the  scale  at 
51b.  The  Coquet  is  still  low,  and  fish  are  being  got 
with  worm,  dock  grub  and  drop  minnow.  I  also 
have  heard  of  some  good  sport  on  the  Weldon 
Bridge  water.  A  fine  basket  of  trout  has  been 
killed  with  the  May  Fly. — Hy.  A.  Murton,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — There  has  been  no  salmon  angling 
during  the  past  ten  days,  but  the  recent  heavy 
rains  caused  a  rise  of  from  15in.  to  18in.,  and 
anglers  will,  no  doubt,  enjoy  a  little  sport  for  a  few 
days,  but  the  rise  is  not  considered  sufficient  to  be 
of  any  benefit  for  any  length  of  time.  The  river 
was  netted  by  the  Association's  water-bailiffs  on 
Thursday,  June  15,  when  about  twenty  fine  fish 
were  taken. — T.  R. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — There  has  been  some  good 
sport  here  tliis  last  week.  Mr.  Issott,  tench,  2]lb., 
good  roach,  and  bream  out  of  the  old  swim  up 
to  31b.    Mr.  Kieser  has  started  with  the  eels;  on 


June  18  he  caught  seven,  all  over  lib.,  taken  on 
dead  gudgeon. — A.  Nbwham  (Water-bailiff). 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  undergone  a  great  change  since  last  week, 
and  there  has  been  also  an  improvement  in  the 
fishing.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  had  better  sport,  obtaining  baskets 
ranging  from  three  to  five  and  six  brace,  and  in 
some  cases  more,  and  many  good  fish  amongst 
the^i;  also  the  Derwent  yielding  much  better 
creels.  Both  the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth 
fisheries  afforded  its  members  and  the  day  ticket- 
holders'  good  sport,  as  some  of  them  have  landed 
from  three  to  six  and  seven  brace.  The  Darleydale 
Club  water  has  been  well  patronised,  the  members 
of  this  club's  portion  of  the  Derwent  obtaining  two  to 
five  and  six  brace,  evening  being  the  best  time.  We 
had  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  June  17,  which 
brought  a  nice  woodland  water  down  the  Derwent, 
and  many  good  fish  have  been  taken  both  with 
fly  and  bottom.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  waters  have  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  good 
fish.  Mr.  A.  C.  Coates,  on  June  15,  took  five  trout, 
weighing  41b.,  with  Ash  Dun ;  also  Mr.  D.  P.  Pear- 
son took  two  brace,  and  Mr.  'A.  G.  Collison  one 
brace  ;  several  members  also  fishing  below  Cromford 
have  secured  a  brace  or  two  each.  The  May  Fly  has 
been  a  failure  this  season.  The  prospect  is  very 
good  now,  as  the  rain  has  freshened  these  waters. 
Useful  flies  are  Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Apple  Green, 
Black  Gnat,  Little  Dark  Spinner,  Turkey  Brown, 
Golden  Palmer,  and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  much  needed  rainfall  made  its 
appearance  in  Yorkshire  on  Saturday,  and  since 
then  thunderstorms  and  showers  have  been  of  daily 
occurrence.  The  freshets,  so  far,  have  only  been  on 
a  small  scale,  but  they  have  improved  angling 
prospects  in  all  our  streams  very  considerably. 
Sport  has  been  very  fair,  both  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Swale,  the  Yore,  and  their  tributary 
streams.  At  Hawes  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  and  good  baskets  have  been  made  with 
worm,  minnow  and  fly.  Lower  down  in  the  district 
of  Leyburn,  Middleham  and  Masham,  a  number 
of  rods  have  been  out,  and  very  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with,  Messrs.  CJolling,  Caley,  Longbotham, 
J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  and  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Topham 
meeting  with  best  results.  The  general  fishing 
season  opened  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Ripon, 
Boroughbridge,  and  Myton,  but  only  moderate 
sport  has  been  met  with.  In  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Swale,  complaints  have  been  made  frequently 
respecting  illegal  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Codbeck, 
and  at  Thirsk  Petty  Sessions  on  June  19,  J.  Thomp 
son  was  summoned  for  attempting  to  spear  trout  on 
May  28  in  the  Elfin  Beck,  a  tributary  of  the  Codbeck, 
near  Husthwaite.  E.  Stanley  Jones  prosecuted, 
on  behalf  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  and 
Jonathan  Caseby,  the  water-bailiff,  proved  the  case. 
Defendant  was  fined  the  costs,  one  guinea.  The 
fishery  board  are  also  taking  steps  to  prevent  pollu- 
tion of  our  streams.  I  called  attention  a  short  time 
ago  to  the  destruction  of  fish  in  the  Swale  at  Rich- 
mond. On  Saturday  (June  17),  at  Gilling  West 
Police  Court,  the  mayor.  Alderman  G.  E.  Nash, 
and  the  members  of  the  Richmond  Corpora- 
tion were  charged,  at  the  instance  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board,  with  poisoning  a  quantity 
of  fish  in  the  River  Swale  by  allowing  some 
ammoniacal  liquor  to  flow  into  the  water  from  the 
corporation  gasworks  on  May  6.  Mr.  E.  S.  Jones, 
of  York,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  and  said 
that  they  had  had  similar  trouble  in  the  district 
and  a  quantity  of  fish  had  been  destroyed.  Mr.  G.  G. 
Croft,  town  clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  mayor  and 
corporation,  admitted  that  liquid  had  been 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  river,  but  said  it  had 
been  the  fault  of  the  workmen.  They  were  making 
some  alterations  at  the  gasworks,  and  care  should 
be  taken  that  it  did  not  occur  again.  A  fine  of 
10s.  and  £4  6s.  costs  was  imposed.  The  Wharfe  up 
to  Monday  last  has  been  rather  low ;  since  then  the 
water  has  come  down  from  off  the  hills  and  has 
freshened  up  the  stream  considerably.  Some 
splendid  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  at  Burnsall, 
Appletreewick,  and  Ilkley.  The  bottom  fishermen 
have  done  fairly  well  in  the  lower  reaches  at 
Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf.  On  the 
opening  day  several  anglers  made  good  baskets 
at  Tadcaster,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill  and  his  two 
sons  had  close  upon  four  stone  of  mixed  fish, 
mostly  barbel,  Mr.  A.  Richardson  had  also  very 
good  sport,  he  got  close  upon  121b.,  mostly  roach. 
Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Nidd,  several  members  of  the  Harrogate  Conserva- 
tive Club  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  only  been 
moderate.  In  the  lower  reaches  on  the  opening  day 
several  members  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Associa- 
tion were  out_  at  Ribston  Park,  Walahford  Bridge, 
and  Unsingore.  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  had  grand  sport 
on  June  16,  his  basket  weighing  161b.  lOoz.  The 
coarse  fishing  season  opened  fairly  well  on  the 
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Derwent  at  Yeddingham,  Malton,  and  Kirkham 
Abbey.  At  the  first-named  place  some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  W.  Husband,  including 
some  very  nice  grayling.  Kain  threatens  at  the 
time  of  sending  this  report,  and  prospects  for  the 
coming  week  should  be  good. — J.  E.  Millek. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)- 

— On  June  12  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  on 
Veyatie.  thirty-six  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Hodgson 
and  Falcon,  London,  twenty-four,  91b, ;  Capt. 
Watson,  Hawick,  on  Cama,  thirty-one,  S^b. ;  Mr. 
Stanfield,  Nottingham,  forty-fovir,  1 1  lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Huffam  and  Wilson,  on  Urigill,  eighty,  191b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Huffam  and  Farley,  forty-nine,  121b.  On 
13th  and  14th  equally  good  baskets  were  made,  in- 
cluding a  ferox  of  2^1b.  on  Boarlan  (with  fly)  by 
Mr.  Campbell  Gibson.  On  15th  and  16th  the  baskets 
on  Cama,  Urigill,  and  Boarlan  aggregated  475  trout, 
128^1b.  The  company  was,  however,  augmented 
by  Messrs.  Tucker,  Lockwoo^.  and  Steel.  On 
June  19  the  baskets  ranged  from  two  dozen  to  five 
dozen,  and  161b.  in  weight.  Anglers  so  numerous 
that  full  details  cannot  be  given. — B. 

Beauly  and  Conon. — So  exceptionally  low  have 
the  Beauly  and  Conon  rivers  been  during  the 
whole  week  that  very  little  angling  took  place. 
On  the  Home  beat  of  the  Beauly  waters  the  river 
was  much  too  small  for  angling,  and  Mr.  Pilkington, 
the  lessee,  did  not  go  out.  In  the  tidal  waters  very 
few  sea-trout  were  seen,  and  the  lessees  contented 
themselves  with  fishing  only  the  very  tops  of  the 
pools.  Grilse  are  reported  to  have  been  seen  a 
good  way  above  the  Falls  at  Kilmorack  (which  is 
early),  and  soon  angling  wUl  be  in  full  swing  on  the 
upper  reaches,  especially  at  Struy  and  Erchless. 
In  the  Cannich  district  four  anglers,  staying  at  the 
hotel,  had  capital  sport,  during  the  week  among  the 
brown  trout,  baskets  up  to  131b.  per  rod  being 
caught  daily ;  many  of  the  trout  weighed  21b.  and 
over,  the  heaviest  scaling  21b.  3oz.,  while  very  few 
were  under  1  lb.  in  weight.  Netting  takes  place  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July  on  the  Beauly,  and  on  the  two  days 
forty-eight  salmon  and  grilse  were  landed.  The 
very  low  state  of  the  river  is  affecting  the  large 
runs  of  grilse  that  occur  annually  about  the  middle 
and  end  of  June,  at  this  date  last  year  hundreds 
being  seen  together.  On  the  Conon  poor  sport  was 
obtained  with  the  rod,  the  only  fish  landed  being 
one  of  4|lb.  on  the  upper  waters.  The  nets,  too, 
are  doing  badly,  only  about  twenty  salmon  and 
grilse  being  landed.  On  Lochs  Garve  and  Loch- 
luichart  baskets  up  to  91b.  and  101b.  per  boat  were 
creeled,  numerous  parties  from  Strathpeffer  being 
tempted  by  the  lovely  weather  to  go  to  Garve.  On 
Achanalt  Messrs.  Beaufort  and  Sommerville  have 
had  several  beautiful  trout,  including  one  which 
turned  the  scales  at  6^1b.  Heavy  rain  is  much 
needed,  lochs  and  rivers  being  in  a  very  low  state. 
—A.  R. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  have 
been  running  low  during  the  last  ten  days,  and 
most  of  the  sport  obtained  has  been  at  night  fishing 
with  fly.  In  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Esk  above 
Langholm,  at  Castle-O'er,  a  couple  of  fine  sea-trout 
have  been  caught.  Mr.  Hewlett  has  had  several 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water, 
while  Mr.  W.  Leach  has  done  equally  well  with 
yellow  trout.  Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  got  in  Ewes  and  Tanas.  There  is  a  good  run 
of'  sea- trout  and  summer  salmon  in  the  Solway 
Firth.  Grilse  have  commenced  to  run,  and 
a  few  have  been  taken  from  3|lb.  to  5Jlb. 
Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  be  numerous  in  the  lower 
waters,  over  fifty  being  counted  ;.below  Longtown 
Bridge,  while  several  have  been  got  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  waters,  two  anglers  creeling  three  each. 
In  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  T.  Steel  had  five 
sea-trout  and  several  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A  Keen  had 
two  sea-trout;  Mr.  C.  Armstrong  had  a  couple,  and 
Mr.  D.  Steel  caught  two  sea  trout  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  R.  Neilson  had  one  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water ; 
Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  two  sea-trout  and  several 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Murray  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  M.  Armstrong  had 
a  couple  of  sea-trout,  while  an  angler  killed 
a  small  salmon  in  the  Willow  Pool  ;  Mr.  J. 
Adams  creeled  two  sea-trout  and  a  good  basket 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid- reaches  of  the  Esk; 
Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot  creeled  two 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  Water ;  Mr.  James 
Johnston  had  over  one  dozen  in  the  Double  water, 
and  Mr.  D.  Little  had  two  sea- trout  and  over  a  dozen 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  A.  Fox  and  two  other  rods  had  a 
score  of  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  S. 
McKune,  juo.,  had  three  sea-tront  at  a  night  fishing. 
Fishing  in  tlje  Liddle,  Messrs.  E.  Cox,  Walker,  and 
three  other  rods  basketed  fifty  yellow  trout ;  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Reed  also  had  large  baskets  of  yellow 
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trout  in  Liddle  water.  Fishing  in  the  Canonbie 
water  of  the  Esk,  Messrs.  E.  Cox,  Walker,  and  two 
other  rods  creeled  forty  yellow  trout.  Fishing  in 
the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  D.  Jeffries  landed  a  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  Langholm,  had  two  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Elliot,  two  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Ewes.  At  a  night  fishing  in  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  Weatherstone  had  two  sea- trout  21b.  and 
l^lb.,  Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  Langholm,  one  sea-trout, 
Iflb.,  Mr.  R.  Stuart  a  sea-trout  21b.,  Mr.  Ballan- 
tjnie,  Langholm,  had  four  sea-trout,  one  2^1b.  Mr. 
T.  Bell,  Langholm,  two  sea- trout,  \\Vo.  and  l|!b. 
Mr.  J.  Charlton,  Langholm,  one  sea-trout  21b. 
The  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  are  yielding 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Sergt.  Newton, 
Newcastleton,  had  a  good  basket  last  week, 
and  an  angler  creeled  81b.  in  Hermitage  Water, 
Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  Newcastleton,  had  three  dozen, 
and  Messrs.  Scott  and  Hardie  had  each  a  couple  of 
sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Becks 
had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
Liddle  water  ;  Mr.  Elliot  has  had  several  baskets  of 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  H.  Mitchell  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  'yellow  trout ;  Mr.  T.  Armstrong  had 
over  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Liddle,  while  in 
Kershopefoot  water  and  the'  lower  reaches  good 
baskets  are  being  made;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  CanonbiO; 
had  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  ;trout  above 
the  viaduct  in  Liddle ;  several  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  Wauchope  water. 
Later. — A  fine  flood  has  at  last  followed  the  long 
spell  of  dry  weather,  and  sea-trout  are  running  in 
abundance.  In  Langholm  water  on  Monday  Mr. 
W.  Borthwiek  had  seven  sea-trout,  Mr.  W.  Ross 
creeled  five,  Mr.  T.  Bell  two,  Mr.  Archd.  Irvine 
three,  Mr.  J.  Scott  two  dozen  yellow  trout,  Mr.  W. 
Roddick  one  dozen,  Mr.  J.  Morrison  two  sea-trout, 
Mr.  J.  Ewart  two  sea-trout.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  W. 
Ross  creeled  nine  sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  Grahaim  two, 
Mr.  Archd.  Irvine  five,  Mr.  J.  Scott  three,  Mr.  J. 
Barnfather  five,  Mr.  T.  Bell  one,  and  Mr.  Archd. 
Thompson  one,  all  in  Langholm  water.  The  weather 
is  now  showery,  and  angling  prospects  are  good. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgajr,  N.B.)' — On  the 

lower  reaches  sport  has  been  nil  for  some  time. 
Water  low  and  weather  bright.  On  the  upper 
waters  Col.  Copeland,  Glencalvie  House,  landed  a 
101b.  salmon  on  June  13,  two  of  91b.  and  71b. 
on  the  14th,  an  8-pounder  on  the  loth,  and 
two  of  81b.  and  71b.  on  the  17th.  The  net  fishings 
at  the  estuary  are  now  getting  more  productive. 
During  the  past  week  there  was  a  substantial 
increase  on  the  Balnagown  fishings  on  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland.  There  was  also  a  marked  improve- 
ment on  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  fishings  at  the 
head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  and  on  Mr.  Anderson's 
Invercharron  fishings.  Altogether  the  salmon  con- 
signed to  Billingsgate  and  other  markets  would 
aggregate  IJ  tons. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — After  several  weeks  of 
severe  drought  a  change  in  the  weather  took  place 
on  June  19,  when,  in  the  early  morning,  copious 
showers  of  rain  fell,  and  there  were  more  during 
the  day.  A  stiff  wind  prevailed  on  Tuesday  fore- 
noon, June  20 ;  but  in  the  afternoon  a  copious 
shower  of  rain  fell.  With  a  continuance  of  rain 
the  water  in  the  Deveron,  which  has  been  exceed- 
ingly low  for  some  time,  will  gain  in  volume, 
and  a  spate  is  greatly  required  to  clear  away  the 
debris  that  has  accumulated,  and  allow  fish  a  clear 
passage  to  the  upper  pools.  Rod  fishing  has  been 
very  backward  for  some  time,  and  among  those  who 
were  successful  was  Mr.  Charles  R.  Porter  on  the 
lower  beat  of  the  Marnoch  Lodge  water;  on  the 
14th  he  caught  thirty-five  trout  scaling  181b.,  and 
on  the  15th  thirty-seven  trout  weighing  161b. 
Fishing  the  Garrouhaugh  section  Mr.  Porter  killed 
twenty-seven  trout  scaling  141b.  The  net  fishermen 
on  the  river  have  been  engaged  daily  with  the  sweep 
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nets,  but  their  efforts  have  been  attended  with 
poor  results.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water 
few  fish  are  entering  from  the  sea,  and  the  spring 
fishing  has  almost  been  a  failure.  There  is  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  net  fishing  of  late  on  the  coast. 
Grilse  are  more  numerous,  and  at  some  of  the 
stations  increased  numbers  have  been  taken  from 
the  bag  nets.  Some  of  the  salmon  weigh  between 
20lb.  and  301b.,  but  the  average  scarcely  exceed 
101b.  to  121b.  Grilse  are  gaining  in  size,  and  are 
now  averaging  51b.  Both  salmon  and  grilse  are  of 
splendid  quality.    Trout  are  scarce. — H.  W. 

Zuclinadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  -lune 
12,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle  Bay,  had  seventeen 
trout,  111b.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Skaig, 
six,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  eight,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Hannay,  on  Assynt,  ten,  6ilb.  On  June  14, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Assynt,  ten,  0|lb.  On  June  15, 
Mr.  Hannay,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty,  81b.  On 
June  16,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  eleven,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  West  Assynt,  ten,  61b.  On 
June  17,  Mr.  Hannay,  on  Head  Aasynt,  one,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  nine,  41b. — W. 
Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  angling  season  so  far  has  been 
very  disappointing.  In  the  beginning  the  season 
was  too  wintry  for  either  sport  or  pleasure,  and 
since  the  weather  got  fine  the  streams  have  been 
running  too  low  and  clear  for  any  but  clear  burn 
anglers,  of  whom  there  are  few  in  the  district.  The 
best  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Blackwater  and  Shee 
affluent.  The  heaviest  trout  (l^lb.)  was  got  on  a 
very  small  burn,  evidently  a  loch  escape.  It  is  only 
a  few  days  since  fair  sport  was  got  on  the  lochs, 
the  heaviest  trout  being  got  on  Loch  Marlee  (3Hb.). 
Much  rain  has  fallen  this  week,  and  sport  should 
improve. — Iasgair. 

Loch  Doon  (Ayrshire,  N'.B.). — Out  from  Eglin- 
ton  Hotel  on  June  13,  14,  and  15,  Messrs.  Wallace, 
Ayr,  and  friend,  Manchester,  had  seventy-four 
trout;  on  June  15,  Messrs.  McCallum,  Boorhead, 
in  a  few  hours  had  twelve  ;  on  June  16,  Mr.  Watson 
aud  friend,  Glasgow,  in  a  thunderstorm,  thirteen. 
Heavy  showers  for  the  two  days. — Jos.  Macdonald. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  .June  14,  Col. 
Kennaway,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Hay  and 
Loveridge,  two  jerox,  31b.,  and  thirty  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pullar,  seventeen  trout,  5ilb.  On 
June  15,  Messrs.  Constable  and  Corbett,  twenty- 
seven,  71b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  eight,  3|lb. ;  Mr. 
Bennett,  eighteen,  4Jlb. ;  Col.  Kennaway,  twenty- 
four,  8  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson,  fourteen,  3|lb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pullar,  nine,  5J';  Mr.  Loveridge,  twenty- 
four,  81b.  On  June  16,  Messrs.  Constable  and  Cor- 
bett, twelve,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  six,  21b. ;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Skinner,  eleven,  4  Jib.  ;  Col.  Kennaway,  thirty- 
eight,  131b.  ;  Messrs.  Hay  and  Loveridge,  thirty- 
nine,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Dickinson  (sea),  fifty  .skate,  twelve 
flounders,  etc.,  and  one  sea-trout,-2f  lb.  On  .June  17, 
Messrs.  Constable  and  Corbett,  twelve  trout,  3Jlb. ; 
Col.  Kennaway,  twenty-four,  8|lb.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Skinner,  sixteen,  4  Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett, 
fourteen,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Hay,  seventeen,  61b.    On  June 

19,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters,  twenty-two,  71b  ;  Messrs. 
Loveridge  and  Hay,  one  ferox,  4^1b.,  and  two  trout, 
2^1b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henderson,  one  ferox,  2:^lb.,  and 
two  trout ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  sixteen  trout, 
6^1b. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  sixteen,  6|lb.  ;  Mr.  Usher,  one 
sea-trout,  2^1b. — John  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  long-looked-for 
rain  has  at  last  come  in  fitful  showers ;  but  the  fall 
has  been  too  light  to  be  of  much  benefit.  A  gale 
from  the  south-west  has  ruined  any  improvement 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  hoped  for  in 
sport.  Anglers  out,  however,  state  that  more  rising 
fish  have  been  seen,  though  they  could  not  be 
tempted  to  come  to  the  artificial.  Angling  clubs 
have  had  to  be  content  by  awarding  their  first 
prizes  for  catches  of  one  or  two  trout.  Private 
parties  are  not  going  out  in  consequence  of  the 
catches  being  so  poor. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — On  June  14, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Logan,  Petersfield,  Hants,  one  trout,  31b., 
and  one  salmon,  121b.;  Mr.  C.  R.  Logan,  Peters- 
field,  Hants,  three  trout,  1  lb.,  and  one  salmon,  51b. 
On  June  15,  Mr.  C.  R.  Logan,  one  salmon,  lljlb. ; 
IVlr.  Harold  Thomas,  Sheffield,  twenty-four  trout, 
81b.  On  June  16,  Mrs.  Harold  Thomas,  Sheffield, 
one  salmon,  9Jlb.  On  June  17,  Mr.  Luddington, 
Ely,  one  salmon,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Tliomas,  forty-two  trout,  131b.  ;  Messrs.  R.  M.  and 
C.  R.  Logan,  nineteen  trout,  91b.  On  June  19,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas,  forty-two  trout,  12Jlb     On  June 

20,  Mr.  Luddington,  one  salmon,  Silb — S.  Tilston". 
Iioch  Bannoch  (Loch  Bannoch  Hotel). — On 

June  14,  Mr  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  of  Manchester,  ten 
trout ;  Dr.  McGregor,  of  HuddersSeld,  nine ;  Mr. 
Malcolm  and  Miss  Pye,  of  Lasswade,  seven :  Mr. 
MacKellar,  of  Luncarty,  three ;  Rev.  Mr.  Alljm,  of 
London,  seven  ;  and  Mr.  Roberts,  M.P.,  of  Sheffield, 
fishing  on  the  river,  four,  one  weighing  21b.  On 
June  15,  Mr.  Malcolm  and  Miss  Pye,  nine;  Rev. 
Mr.  Allen,  three;    Dr.  McGregor,   six;   and  Mr. 
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Kessler,  on  the  river,  four.  On  June  15,  Mr.  Mal- 
colm and  Miss  Pye,  six ;  Mr.  Kessler,  nine ;  Dr. 
Taylor,  six  :  and  Mr.  Dixon,  eleven.  On  June  19, 
Dr.  and  Mr.  Nasmyth,  of  St.  Michaels,  ten;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kessler,  thirteen  :  and  Mrs.  Gow  and  Miss 
Newlyn,  six,  one  weighing  2.Jlb. — G.  G. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  June  13,  Mr.  D. 
Willison  caught  twenty  trout,  weighing  101b. ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  eighteen,  7ilb.  On  June  14,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  sixteen,  61b.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  nine, 
41b.  On  June  15,  Messrs.  Willison  and  Knight, 
twenty-two,  91b.  On  June  16,  Rev.  Mr.  Walker, 
fourteen,  51b.  ;  Capt.  J.  Ci eagle-Scott,  sixty-nine, 
24-ilb.  On  June  19,  Mr.  P.  Ross,  twenty-eight, 
7ilb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Walker,  twelve,  61b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Overscai?  Hotel  Waters  CLuirg,  N.B  ).— 
So  many  anglers  have  been  out  on  Lochs  Shin, 
Griam,  Merkland,  and  other  waters  that  only  a 
condensed  report  can  be  given.  Amongst  angling 
visitors  are  Mr.  Leake,  King's  Lynn  ;  Col.  Dixon 
and  Miss  Dixon,  London ;  Chancellor  Prescott, 
and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle;  Messrs.  Dawson  and 
Miss  Dawson,  Scarborough ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright, 
Essex,  etc.  On  the  10th;  the  best  baskets  were 
by  Mr.  and  Miss  Dawson,  133  trout,  35^1b. ; 
Chancellor  and  Mr.  Prescott,  sixty-eight,  211b.; 
Mr.  Leake,  fifty,  14^1b.  On  the  13th,  Colonel  and 
Miss  Dixon  landed  102,  201b.  Very  stormy  on  the 
14th.  On  the  15th,  160  troqt,  651b.,  landed.  On 
the  16th  a  number  of  trout,  weighed  from  l^lb.  to 
31b.  Although  Irith  was  stormy,  baskets  ranged  up 
to  5|  dozen,  22|lb.  On  Monday,  June  19,  'good 
baskets  were  made,  and  some  trout  weighed  up  to 
21b.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.).— 

Good  sport  is  being  got  on  Lochs  Chain,  Clashfiarn, 
Gorm,  Laig  Ard,  Eilleanach,  and  other  waters. 
Average  weight  of  trout  very  high.  On  J une  12  Mr, 
Marchant,  Kent,  had  fourteen,  121b. ;  and  on  13th 
one  dozen,  131b.  On  14th  a  number  of  nice  takes 
were  made.  On  15th  weather  unfavourable,  but 
trout  landed  averaged  Jib.  On  16th  baskets 
ranged  up  to  twenty-three  in  number  and  to  71b.  in 
weight.  On  17th  Dr.  Hoarder,  Yorks,  on  Lower 
Gorm,  had  twenty-three,  6^lh. ;  Mr.  Marchant  two 
averaging  nearly  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Fellowes,  Saxmundham, 
thirteen,  81b.;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Liverpool, 
nine,  101b.  On  19th  the  best  take  was  by  Mr. 
Marchant  with  ten  trout,  141b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  June  10,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Buxton,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a 
salmon  of  121b. ;  and  on  the  12th  a  51b.  grilse.  On 
the  17th  Mr.  Wickstead  caught  a  salmon  of  131b. 
River  very  low,  and  weather  too  bright. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rain  which  fell  this 
morning  (Wednesday)  has  caused  another  rise  in 
the  waters  of  about  a  foot,  and  a  number  of  the 
streams  are  showing  considerable  colour.    With  an 
unsettled  barometer,  it  is  probable  that  the  rivers 
will   not    be    in    good    order  for  fly  to-morrow 
(Thursday)  morning.    Herling  are  beginning  to  run 
in  the  Annan    The  Anna.n. — The  Annan  was  little 
changed  on  Tuesday,  and  only  showed  a  rise  of 
eighteen  inches;  it  was  much  discoloured,  and  more 
rain  fell  this  morning  (Wednesday).    There  was  a 
fine  run  of  sea- trout  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  John 
Laurie  had  a  brace  of  sea- trout  of  IJlb.  and  l^b. 
with  fly  (a  Midge)  in  Northfield  stream.   Mr.  Laurie 
took  his  second  herling  on  Saturday  evening,  and 
Mr.  Walter  Ogilvie  also  landed  a  very  fine  herling 
on  Friday  evening  with  small  fly.    In  Warmanbie 
stream  on  Saturday  evening  Mr.  James  landed  three 
sea-trout  with  fly. '  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  has  been  landing  an  odd 
sea-trout  in  the  evenings  with  fly,  and  some  of  the 
villagers  of  Brydekirk,  who  greatly  appreciate  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  the  proprietor  of  the 
water,  have  also  had  an  odd  sea-trout.    In  the 
Hoddom  Castle  portion  the  keepers  are  getting  sea- 
trout  at  night,  and  other  local  anglers  are  having 
similar  sport,  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  tributaries.    Fishing  in  the  higher  stretches 
of  the  Annan  on  Monday,  Mr.  Johnstone  had  one 
sea-trout  and  sixteen  yellow  trout  caught  with  fly 
and  the  clear  water  worm.    Mr.  Radcliff,  a  visitor, 
had  a  sea- trout]  of  1  lb.  and  about  a  dozen  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Harkness  two  sea-trout  and  a  fair  creel 
of,  yellow  trout.    The  same  angler  landed  a  chub  of 
44'lb.  with  a  small  red  worm.    Several  extra  large 
chub  have  lately  been    caught    in  Ithis  river. 
In  the  Castlemilk  water,  belonging  to  Sir  R.  W.  B. 
Jardine,  odd  sea-trout  are  being  caught  with  the 
night  fly.    The  Dumfries  Nith, — The  rain  that 
has  fallen  has  done  little  good  to  this  river.  On 
Wednesday  the  waters  were  discoloured  and  out 
of  order  for  either  fly  or  worm  in  the  lower  stretches. 
In  the  Holywood  portion,  as  also  the  water  up  to 
Auldgirth,  some  sea-trout  have  been  taken  about 
dusk  with  fly,  while  an  odd  one  is  also  falling  to 
the  rods  at  Closeburn.    The  streams  up  till  Monday 
have  been  too   low  for  good  creels  in  the  Mid 
Nithsdale  Association  portion  below  Nith  Bridge 
of  Thornhill,  though  some  sea-trout  have  been 


seen  in  the  best  lying  poote  near  Scaurfoot. 
The  Galloway  Rivrrs  and  Lochs. — The  rain 
that  has  fallen  in  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  has  not 
had  much  effect  on  the  rivers,  and  sport  has  been 
at  a  low  ebb.  Some'  fair  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  lochs  of  the  district.  A  new  angling 
loch  is  to  be  constructed  by  Mr.  W.  Neilson,  of  Miefield, 
Twynholm,  at  Kirkconnel,  and  Laird  Mannoch. 
The  loch  is  to  extend  to  seventy  acres,  and  its  con- 
struction is  to  be  completed  by  the  autumn  of  the 
present  year.  Ayrshfre  Rivers  and  Loohs. — 
Rain  has  fallen  over  Ayrshire  and  slightly  helped 
the  streams.  Sport,  however,  is  of  little  account  as 
yet.  Several  anglers  have  had  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington. 
Last  week  Mr.  Kevan,  of  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  McGiel 
caught  thirty  while  out  from  the  Eglington  Hotel, 
and  Mr.  Paterson,  of  Irvine,  had  a  couple  of  dozen 
on  June  13.  Mr.  Wilson  had  thirteen  on  Saturday. 
Local  rods  and  others  have  also  had  moderate 
catches.  The  fall  of  rain  will  improve  sport. — 
'  Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire)  Salmon   Fry   for  the 

Spby, — The  third  consignment  for  the  week  of 
salmon  fry  for  Mr,  Grant,  of  Elchies  water  on  the 
Spey,  was  conveyed  from  Fochabers  hatchery 
on  June  17,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hae  and  assistants. 
On  arrival  at  Carron  station  the  latter  were  met  by 
Mr.  J.  M.  Grant,  Mr.  E.  D.  Jameson,  factor,  and 
Mr.  MaoGregor,  superintendent  of  fisheries.  Mr. 
Ian  Macpherson  Grant,  of  Ballindalloch,  Mrs.  Mac- 
pherson  Grant,  and  Master  Grant  witnessed  the 
whole  process  of  transfer  of  fry  into  the  Spey,  and 
were  much  interested.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  and  Lady  Helen  Gordon  Lennox  arrived 
at  Gordon  Castle  on  June  17. — ^J.  M. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— , 
On  June  12,  on  Loch  Harray,  Mr.  Fisher  had  six  ' 
trout,  61b.     On  June  13,  on  Loch  Twatt,  Mr. 
Broadbent,  nine,  7|lb. — John  Mackay. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Stormy 
weather  has  prevailed  during  past  week,  with  wind 
generally  from  south  and  south-west,  with  heavy 
.  showers.  Lakes  and  rivers  still  very  low,  which 
prevents  fish  from  running.  During  week  Mrs. 
Berridge  secured  one  pe^l  91b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Berridge 
two  peal  61b.  and  71b.,  A.  V.  Willcox  five  peal,  61b., 
71b.,  71b.,  91b.,  one  spring  fish  121b.,  and  one  white 
trout  41b.,  F.  Agnew  four  peal,  51b.,  61b.  91b..  61b., 
and  one  spring  fish  11  lb.,  J.  Willcox  one  peal  81b., 
Capt  Rotherham  one  peal  6lb. ,  and  one  white  trout 
3pb. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The  east  wind  so  long  experiened 
continued  till  17th  inst.,  when  a  change  occurred  in 
the  atmospheric  conditions,  showers  of  rain  having 
since  continued  falling.  A  little  fresh  water  is 
running  in  the  tributaries,  but  not  enough  to 
produce  a  flood  in  the  main  river,  which  has  now 
reached  Ijw  summer  level.  The  recent  freshet  in 
the  Agivvie  rose  the  water  3ft.  on  the  weir  at 
Caronroe,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  salmon  that 
were  forced  to  remain  so  long  in  the  pools  passed 
on  to  the  Kilrea  reach  where  they  are  remaining, 
not  being  able  to  ascend  the  shallows  above  the 
eel  weirs  to  the  upper  sections.  Trout  did  not  rise 
freely,  but  small  baskets  were  made  on  all  the 
stretches  after  sunset  on  the  Golden  Olive  variety 
of  the  Sedge,  the  best  sport  being  obtained  at 
Portglenone.  Only  twenty-four  salmon  and  grilse 
were  brought  to  bank  during  the  week,  the 
fly  only  accounting  for  one  and  the  shrimp  and 
worm  the  others.  It  cannot  be  understood  how 
so  few  flsh  have  been  recently  taken  on  the 
fly,  as  it  has  been  fished  over  many  newly  in 
from  the  sea  before  they  saw  the  shrimp.  The 
flies  that  are  being  used  are  well  dressed,  and  to 
those  who  do  not  know  the  correct  shade  of  colour 
that  salmon  will  take  they  look  all  that  can  be 
desired,  but  the  disappointment  is  only  known  at 
the  end  of  the  period  during  which  they  are  used. 
It  must  be  here  emphatically  stated  that  flies  on 
which  the  correct  shades  of  dyed  hackles  are  not 
used  are  only  a  delusion  and  a  snare  for  the  inex- 
perienced angler,  and  not  worth  the  hooks  on  which 
they  are  dressed.  Dr.  Smith  caught  five  salmon 
and  grilse,  ranging  from  61b.  to  121b. ;  Col.  Bruce, 
four,  ranging  from  41b.  to  141b.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  four, 
ranging  from  S^lb.  to  121b. ;  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  nine, 
ranging  from  31b.  to  121b.  ;  Col.  Rowan,  one  salmon, 
81b.,  at  Caronroe;  and  Mr.  R.  Andill,  one,  91b.,  at 
Kilrea. — Daniel  O'Feb. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  welcome  rain  came 
down  in  torrents  on  the  18th  and  19th  inst.,  and 
put  the  rivers  into  flood  after  a  drought  lasting 
close  on  two  months.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week 
fine  baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the  Sixmile, 
Clady,  Crumlin,  and  other  local  waters,  and  now 
that  the  larger  rivers  clearing  fly  fishing  should  be 
good.  On  Monday  evening  an  angler  on  a  small 
CO.  Down  river  killed  nine  trout  from  Jib  to  1  lb.  m 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  all  on  the  Hare's  Ear. 


The  Woodburn,  Stoneyford,  and  other  reservoirs  are 
fishing  better  in  the  evenings. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannc.*i  and  Belleek'. — Splendid 
sport  amongst  the  salmon  was  obtained  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week,  ana  the  following  are  the 
particulars  :  Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Sitwell,  jun  ,  landed 
three  salmon  of  161b.,  121b.,  and  101b.  ;  Mr. 
C.  J.  W.  Sitwell  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  Mr. 
R.  S.  Johnston,  of  Liverpool,  landed  three  e  dmon 
of  171b.,  131b.,  and  101b.;  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin,  of 
Liverpool,  landed  five  salmon  of  231b.,  16lb., 
151b.,  15Ib.,  and  81b.  ;  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  landed 
sixteen  salmon  of  151b.,  Ifilb.,  161b.,  151b.,  61b., 
141b.,  151b.,  141b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  161b.,  14|lb., 
61b.,  61b.,  and  61b  ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  of  Liver- 
pool, and  Mr.  G.  Cripps,  of  Liverpool,  landed 
eight  salmon  of  161b„  16ilb,,  151b.,  13|lb.,  91b., 
81b„  61b„  and  61b. ;  Mr,  F,  T,  Green,  of  Birming- 
ham, landed  twelve  salmon  of  231b.,  181b..  161b., 
161b.,  161b.,  13ilb.,  121b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
51b.;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  two  salmin  of  141b. 
and  61b,,  on  June  19,  and  Dr,  Buckley  landed 
two  on  same  day  of  71b,  and  61b,,  and  Major 
Wilkinson  one  of  61b, ;  Sir  H,  B.  Robertson 
also  landed  a  fine  brown  trout  of  81b.  on  the  salmon 
fly.  Mr.  Townsend,  C.E.,  played  a  large  salmon 
for  some  hours  on  a  trout  rod,  immediately  above 
the  falls,  or  salmon  leap,  but  the  salmon  at  last  went 
down  over  the  falls  and  into  the  sea  again,  and  of 
course  broke  the  light  trout  tackle,  after  a  fine 
struggle,  the  fish  being  almost  ready  to  gaff.  Mr. 
Townsend  also  landed  some  fine  trout  during  the 
past  week,  largest  41b.  Sport  at  time  of  writing 
continues  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney.  —  Sport  has  improved  both  with 
salmon  and  trout.  Some  peal  have  also  been  had, 
averaging  about  5Jlb.  each.  On  Lough  Quittane 
and  the  Black  Valley  Lake,  sport  has  been  well  up 
to  the  average  at  brown  trout. — T.  J,  D, 

Lough  Corrih  (Anglers'  Hotel) — On  June  12, 
Mr,  R,  J,  Smith  and  Mr.  Downes,  of  Norwich,  caught 
six  trout,  weighing  81b.  ;  Col.  Bickrell,  siit,  81b. ; 
Capt.  Fox,  five,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Slater,  of  New  York, 
fourteen,  1 81b.  (a  grand  class  of  trout,  and  fine  sport 
on  one  rod) ;  Col.  Caufield,  ten,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Ducroy, 
two,  4  Jib. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  seven,  81b.  On 
June  13,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Clarke  and  Rev.  Mr.  Frazer, 
in  the  afternoon,  three,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Downes,  sixteen,  191b. ;  Col.  Bickrell,  three,  5Jlb. ; 
Capt.  Fox,  three  nice  fish,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Slater,  five 
trout,  71b. ;  Col.  Caufield,  twelve,  121b. ;  Mr.  Ducroy, 
five,  71b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  five,  61b.  On  June  14, 
Mrs.  and  Mr.  Clarke  and  Rev.  Mr.  Frazer,  ten,  101b.  ; 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Downes,  eight,  1 1  lb. ;  Col.  Bick- 
rell, eight,  7|lb.  ;  Capt,  Fox,  two,  21b,  ;  Mr,  Slater, 
thirteen,  141b, ;  Col,  Caufield,  two,  41b, ;  Mr.  Ducroy, 
nine,  1 21b  ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  six,  41b.  On  June  1 5, 
Mrs.  and  Mr.  Clarke  and  Rev.  Mr.  Frazer,  ten,  121b. ; 
Col.  Bickrell,  four  nice  ones,  81b.  ;  Capt.  Fox,  one 
salmon,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Slater,  seven  trout,  6  Jib.  ;  Col. 
Caufield,  four,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Ducroy,  five,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Coghlan  White,  four,  7ilb.  On  June  16,  Mrs.  and 
Mr.  Clarke  and  Rev.  Mr.  Frazer,  eight,  11  lb.  ;  Col, 
Bickrell,  seven,  9lb,  ;  Capt,  Fox,  three,  41b. ;  Mr, 
Slater,  seven,  71b ;  Col,  Caufield,  seven,  71b, ;  Mr. 
Ducroy,  six,  71b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  six,  81b.  On 
June  17  (a  storm  this  day),  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Clarke 
and  Rev.  Mr,  Frazer,  eight,  91b, ;  Mr,  Slater,  one, 
3lb.  On  June  18,  Mr,  Slater  (two  hours'  fishing), 
seven,  101b,  There  has  not  been  such  good  fishing 
for  years  past  here.  In  fact  the  bay  surrounding 
the  mouth  of  the  Oughterard  river  is  actually  alive 
with  salmon  presently, — Thomas  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc  (Waterville.  00.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  changed  very  much,  and  we  are 
now  experiencing  wild  and  wet  weather,  Salmon, 
peal,  and  sea-trout  are  now  arriving  in  good 
numbers,  but  sport  is  not  expected  to  be  very 
good  until  the  weir  on  the  river  is  taken  up  for  the 
year  on  July  1,  On  Waterville  river  sea-trout  have 
furnished  nice  sport  in  the  late  evenings,  Mr, 
McMuUen  getting  six  on  one  evening,  and  seven  on 
another.  They  averaged  about  IJlb.  each. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — Anglers 
have  been  numerous  here  of  late,  though  the  fishing 
may  not  have  been  all  that   could  be  desired. 
Taking  the  bright  weather  and  the  northerly  and 
easterly  winds  into   consideration  those  under- 
standing lake  fishing  have  little  to  complain  of. 
If  numbers  have  not  been  great,  there  have  been 
several  large  fish  taken  lately.    Fishing  from  Mount 
i  Gable  Hotel,  General  Sir  Henry  Tuson  and  Captain 
.  Tuson  finished  up  their  visit  with  a  basket  of  twelve 
.nice  fish,  weighing  141b.  (best  trout,  21b.  lOoz.). 
"Mr.  Wm.  B.  Leaf  began  with  good  sport,  though 
he  did  not  end  so  well  ;   his  best  fish  was  a 
22Jlb.  pike  taken  on  a  small  phantom  char.  Mr. 
Smallwood  got  some  fair  fishing,  his  best  trout 
9Jlb.  and  pike  14lb;  Mr.  Smyth  three  trout  6lb., 
51b.,  and  5lb.  ;  Baron  Dimsdale  and  Mr.  R.  Dims- 
dale  had  some  nice  sport,  getting  a  beautiful  trout 
of  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Tyrell  ended  his  visit  with  nice  sport 
to  the  last.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reany  caught  a  few 
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ixice  trout ;  Dr.  Ker  and  Mr.  Price  had  unfavourable 
conditions  during  a  short  stay,  so  did  little  ;  Messrs. 
Sheppard  had  average  sport  d3  to  numbers,  but  got 
but  one  good  trout  of  21b.  i  Ooz.;  Mr.  Browne  is  having 
nice  fishing.  Dr.  Hall,  Mrs.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Duckworth 
are  taking  some  good  fish.  Mr.  Muntz  got  eight 
nice  trout  8|lb.  in  a  few  hours.  The  record  so  far 
as  this  lotel  goes  this  season  is  Mr.  Duncan's  with 
sixty -nvje  trout,  weighing  821b.,  one  of  which  was 
over  41b.  and  three  over  31b.,  all  daopins.  He  also 
had  some  nice  fish  to  the  troll.  The  Harry-long- 
legs  is  now  becoming  very  plentiful,  and  for  those 
who  like  dapping  this  fly  is  considered  by  many  to 
afford  better  sport  than  even  the  May  Fly,  the  rise 
of  which  may  be  considered  over  on  Mask,  though 
still  abundant  on  the  Corrib. — G.  A. 

IiOn^Ii  MelviUi — Trouting  was  generally  good 
over  the  lake  during  the  past  week.  One  angler, 
staying  at  Scott's  Hotel,  landed  one  salmon  on  the 
lake  weighing  101b.  Mr.  Murray  landed  three  trout 
(Salmo  ferox),  of  41b.,  3Jlb.,  and  2|lb.  Mr.  G. 
Wren  took  twenty-one  trout  weighing  111b., 
largest  fish  a  gillaroo  of  21b.  Rain  has  been  falling 
during  the  week,  and  trout  are  rising  freely  to  the 
fly. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Mountain  Iiakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  ;has  generally  been  of  a  good  description  at 
brown  trout,  as  far  as  numbers  are  concerned, 
on  all  of  the  above  waters,  but  no  fish  weighing 
over  1  lb.  was  had.  Heavy  rain  has  put  those  lakes 
into  pretty  good  order,  though  all  are  still  rather  on 
the  low  side.— T.  J.  D. 

BIoTime  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
Up  till  this  week  trout  fishing  was  wretched  on 
the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  owing  to  the  absence 
of  rain.  On  June  17  and  18  the  rain  poured 
down  steadily,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  river 
is  very  high,  and  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  running 
up  in  fair  numbers  from  the  lower  waters.  By  the 
end  of  the  week,  if  no  more  rain  falls,  the  river  will 
be  in  good  order  and  salmon  fishing  in  full  swing. 
Few  anglers  were  here  since  the  season  opened. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing -during  the 
past  few  days  was  very  fair,  a  number  of  grilse 
being  taken  with  the  rod  on  the  lower  reaches,  and 
a  good  number  of  sea-trout  down  the  estuary 
spinning  with  the  spoon  and  minnow.  Fishing  on 
Lough  Conn  was  only  poor  during  the  last  few  days 
owing  to  very  bright  sunshine  and  ..north  winds. 
There  were  some  nice  baskets  made  on  Loughs  Talt 
and  Calla;  the  largest  basket  was  five  dozen. 
Fishing  is  bound  to  be  good  for  the  remainder  of 

the  season,  as  we  are  getting  some  rain  now.  

John  Dbvebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — A  small  fresh  in  the  river  has  made  sport 
good  and  a  good  number  of  grilse  run.  Mr.  Garvey 
had  five  grilse,  51b.,  4^1b.,  4ilb.,  61b.,  6Jlb.  ;  Capt. 
Bloss  Lynch,  two  grilse,  filb.,  51b, ;  Mr.  Clarke, 
three  grilse,  41b.,  4|lb.,  51b.;  Col.  Higgins,  two 
grilse,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  one  salmon,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Hen, 
three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  61b. ;  Mr.Collins,  one  grilse' 
61b. ;  Capt.  CarroU,  four  grilse,  31b.,  341b.,  51b.,  51b. ; 
Mr.  'Hamilton,  three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  61b.  Sea- 
trout  anglers  are  getting  good  sport  on  the  river. 
Best  take  for  one  day  thirty,  largest  31b.  Some 
nice  trout  were  taken  on  the  loughs.  Loughs 
Talt  and  Callow  fished  well,  best  take  for  one  rod 
321b.— Pat  Heabns. 

Shannon  (Athlone). — There  is  not  much  to 
chronicle  in  the  way  of  fishing  for  the  past  week. 
There  was  very  nasty  east  winds  with  sun,  and, 
only  for  a  few  peal  taken  by  both  rod  and  net, 
there  was  nothing  but  coarse  fish  taken,  which  were 
fairly  plentiful.  I  just  saw  a  very  good  pike  of 
161b.  taken  on  rod,  which  was  the  heaviest  for  the 
week.  Perhaps  it  would  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  hear  that  on  Thursday  morning 
(June  15)  a  very  nice  trout  of  \\\h.  leaped  into  a 
boat  of  mine  at  anchor.  About  five  years  ago  the 
same  thing  occurred,  and  seven  or  eight  years  ago 
a  141b.  salmon — all  of  them  were  captured.  As  the 
same  thing  has  never  occurred  in  the  memory  of 
my  father,  who  was  the  oldest  fisherman  here,  only 
those  cases  it  may  interest. — F.  Bbowne. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  On  Doonass  Mr. 
S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  three 
peal,  51b.  J  51b.,  41b.  On  Hermitage  Lord  Massy 
killed  9  peal,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b., 
61b.,  and  41b.  ;  Sir  F.  Shaw  2  [peal,  61b.  and 
71b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  3pb. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  one 
salmon,  181b.,  and  one  peal,  i6 Jib. ;  Mrs.  Ingham, 
one  peal,  31b.  On  Summerhill  Mrs.  Ingham 
killed  one  peal,  4Jlb.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr. 
E.  T.  Ingham  killed  two  peal,  7ilb.,  5flb. ;  Mr. 
J.  L.  Ingham  one  salmon,  8|lb.,  and  two  peal,  6Jlb., 
41b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley,  Creswick,  killed 
nineteen  peal,  5Jlb.,  31b.,  51b.,  61b.,  51b.,  3ilb.,  61b 
7ilb.,  5ilb.,  41b.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  6Jlb.",' 
6|lb.,  61b.,  61b.;  the  fishermen,  two  peal,  4Jb.,  61b. 


On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  131b., 
and  twelve  peal,  4pb.,  4pb.,  51b  ,  4ilb.,  5Jlb.,  511b., 
4-Jlb.,  5|lb.,  5\\h.,  5\\h.,  3  Jib.,  41b.  "  On  Woodlands 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  peal,  41b.— John 
Enbight  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Heavy 
rain  has  fallen  in  the  upper  lake  district,  and  all 
the  waters  are  now  in  better  angling  order.  Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  one  day,  however,  and 
sport  so  far  has  not  been  good,  and  has  been  con- 
fined to  brown  trout.  Sea-tr  )ut  are  now  coming  up 
from  the  lower  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (June  17). — My  last  report  for  this 
summer  only  extends  to  part  of  the  Rhone  valley. 
The  snow  water,  except  in  the  Rhone  itself,  has 
run  down,  and  the  few  anglers  who  still  fish  are 
having  better  sport  despite  the  difficulties  of 
redundant  vegetation  and  horse-flies.  More  large 
trout  are  being  met  with,  and  baskets  weighing 
over  51b.  have  been  made.  Hofland's  Fancy  and  a 
largish  claret-bodied  fly  have  been  favourites,  as 
well  as  a  large  March  Brown,  but  the  few  odd  May 
Flies  seen  were  no  longer  attractive.  If  the  officials 
of  the  Stockalper  Fishing  Club  would  afford  anglers 
some  encouragement  in  the  way  of  replacing  side 
footbridges,  cutting  over-crowded  bushes  and  weeds, 
and  restocking  with  young  trout,  as  well  as  prevent- 
ing poaching  with  nets,  they  might  secure  more 
subscribers  for  coming  seasons. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  realised  but 
little  sport  throughout  the  last  ten  days,  though 
conditions  of  weather  and  water  have  left  nothing 
to  be  desired.  Flatfish  of  all  kinds  are  extremely 
scarce,  and  even  pouting  are  caught  in  very  limited 
numbers.  The  few  pollack  which  have  been  taken 
recently  were  of  small  size,  though  in  good  con- 
dition. Mr.  Waddell  captured  a  skate  of  11  lb.  on 
Friday,  16th,  and  Mr.  McCann  one  of  6Jlb.  on  the 
same  day.  On  Saturday,  17th,  Mr.  Carroll  had  two 
good  flatfish,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edsar  a  small  mixed  bas, 
and  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  T.  Sexton  two  or  three 
pollack  respectively.  A  few  nurse-dogs  constituted 
almost  the  entire  catch  on  the  following  day,  sport 
being  unusually  poor.  Pier  anglers  on  the  19th 
included  Miss  Burton,  Messrs.  Carroll,  Wood,  Band, 
Goldsmith,  Newell,  Philp,  Pierpoint,  Bower.  Cushny, 
Messenger,  McCann,  Nodd,  Savill,  Collis,  and 
Wilson,  but  the  day's  take  was  very  small  and  un- 
important, several  members  making  scarcely  any 
return.  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Goldsmith,  and  Mr.  Philp 
each  accounted  for  a  few  small  pollack  on  June 
20,  and  Mr.  Pierpoint  and  Mr.  Dodd  landed 
several  dogfish. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.).  » 

Penzance. — Fair  weather  during  early  part  of 
last  week;  unsettled  later.  Ground  fishing  — 
moderate  sport  generally.  Catches  —  six  score 
bream  and  sploshers  down  per  boat,  and  a  few 
pollack.  Mr.  W.  J.  Bray  and  boatman  had,  in  three 
catches,  four  conger,  largest  251b.,  twelve  pollack, 
largest  151b.,  114  bream  and  sploshers,  two  pouting, 
three  ling,  sixty-six  mackerel,  one  skate,  501b.,  and 
one  gurnard.  Whiffing  for  mackerel— sport  im- 
proving; one  catch,  June  21,  seven  score.  Rod 
fishing  from  piers — fair  sport  with  bream,  chad,  and 
pollack.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able for  fishing,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  the 
fish  have  not  been  feeding  well.  Although  the 
pollack  on  the  outer  grounds  have  been  showing 
fair  sport  they  do  not  seem  so  plentiful  inside  the 
Sound.  I  had  arranged  to  go  up  the  Tamar  to- 
morrow (June  21)  for  some  bass  fishing,  but  I  have 
just  heard  from  my  friend,  who  was  going  to  act  as 
my  boatman,  that  the  bass  are  not  about  as  they 
were  last  week.  I  expect  they  have  shifted  to 
another  locality,  which  has  not  yet  been  found  out. 
There  has  been  some  good  conger  fishing  at  the 
Mallard  and  the  East  Winter  Buoy  after  dark,  and 
some  very  fine  ones  have  been  taken.  We  are  on 
the  look-out  for  mackerel,  as  this  is  about  the  time 
they  come  into  the  harbour  and  afford  good  sport 
by  whiffing,  either  from  rowing  or  sailing  boats. — 
William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  has  been  much  finer 
lately,  and  prospects  for  angling  are  looking  brighter. 
Mullet  and  bass  are  getting  plentiful,  and  several 
fine  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  nets,  Mr.  Krenkel 
(B.S.A.S.),  on  June  17,  fishing  with  W.  Moggeridge 
(W.  A.A.),  had  a  good  catch  of  silver  whiting,  num- 
bering IJ  score,  besides  several  good  size  dogfish. 
On  J une  20  the  same  gentlemen  had  a  fine  take  of 
7J  score  of  pouting,  the  majority  being  large  size 
fish.  Bass  have  been  taken  in  the  harbour,  the  largest 
being  about  61b.,  while  several  from  21b.  to  31b. 
have  been  captured.  Small  pollack  and  eels  are 
still  plentiful,  and  afford  very  good  sport.— Chas. 
J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY., 


On  June  21  C.  E.  Gunn  was  in  the  chair.  Reports 
from  twenty-three  stations  indicated  much  activity 
in  sea  angling.  East  coast  fishing  improving,  south 
coast  better.  At  Brighton  threa  specimens  of  a  fish 
rare  in  the  Channel — the  Spanish  mackerel  (a 
bonito)  41b.,  SHb.  and  7lb. — were  taken.  To  the 
westward  matters  slowly  improving ;  bass  fishing 
coming  on.  Mr.  Wheeley,  at  Plymouth,  had  been 
taking  pollack,  one  of  12|lb.  and  one  of  11. ^Ib. 
Wrasse  plentiful.  Shoals  of  baas  off  the  Mewstone 
up  to  31b.  A  member  at  Penzance  had  801b.  fish 
in  two  days  to  one  rod,  and  two  or  three  pollack  up 
to  91b.    A  161b.  cod  was  taken. 

At  St.  Mary's  (Scilly)  had  been  taken  big  fish, 
congers  and  a  ray  of  181b.,  a  large  sun  ray  of  1501b. 
had  been  taken  and  big  ling.  Local  tackle  very 
primitive.  Messrs.  Minchin,  at  Southwick,  Colley,  at 
Bournemouth,  Summers,  at  Newhaven,  Gordon,  at 
Brighton,  and  Howard,  salmon  and  trout,  by 
deputy  reported  holiday  sport. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  reported  receipt  from 
Scotland  of  a  package  of  queer  fish,  sent  on  to  Mr. 
Boulenger,  at  Kensington,  for  identification;  also 
that  Mr.  Zaehnsdorfj  wanted  to  return  some 
pictures  of  Chinese  fish,  and  requested  member 
who  lent  them  to  furnish  secretary  with  hia 
address,  that  they  might  be  returned.  He  also 
announced  the  election  as  honorary  members 
of  a  number  of  scientific  gentlemen,  whose 
membership  was  an  honour  to  the  society. 
Edgar  J.  Allen,  D.Sc,  Director  of  the  Marino 
Biological  Association,  Plymouth  ;  G.  A.  Boulenger 
of  the  Natural  History  Museum,  South  Kensing- 
ton;  T.  Wemyss  Fulton,  M.D.,  of  Aberdeen,  the 
Scotch  Fisheries;  Walter  Garstang,  M.A.,  the 
Biological  Laboratory,  Lowestoft ;  Dr.  J.  T.  Jenkins 
of  the  Lancashire  Fishery  Board,  Preston;  Dr 
James  Murie  of  the  Essex  Fishery  Board'  and 
Stanley  W.  Kemp,  B.A.,  F.G.S.,  of  the  Irish  Fishery 
Board.  ' 

With  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp  in  the  chair,  Mr.  C. 
O.  Minchin  brought  the  subject  of  the  sea-fishing 
on  the  "Coast  of  County  Dublin,"  before  the 
members  in  a  short  and  crisp  address  without  notes, 
but  with  a  dexterous  and  much  to  be  imitated  use  of 
the  blackboard— and  it  was  so  much  better  than  a 
paper,  which,  however  able,  is  usually  a  wooden 
performance,  apparently  his  address  only  occupied  a 
few  minutes— it  I'eally  took  nearly  an  hour— but  the 
lecturer  knows  what  he  has  got  to  say,  and  says  it 
and  really  charmed  the  time  away.  Pointing  out 
that  Ireland  had  all  its  high  ground  round  the  coast 
like  no  other  island,  he  proceeded  to  describe  the 
easy  access  to  Dublin  from  London  and  the  fishing 
grounds  near,  all  accessible  by  car  and  cheap  rail 
Balbriggan  was  described— a  nice  little  stone  har- 
bour, and  so  near  that  you  can  get  back  to  Dublin 
after  a  day's  fishing  in  time  for  bed— flatfish, 
gurnard,  hng,  and  some  haddock ;  codling  in  Sept. 
SkelHgs,  now  a  fine  watering-place,  plenty  of  boats 
and  men,  plenty  of  fish  round  the  Skerries,  rocky 
islets,  and  good  shelter  among  them.  Rush  and 
L,usk,  so  arbitrarily  named  by  the  ordnance  sur- 
veyors, a  rocky  coast,  with  Lambay  Island  just 
off,  good  fishing  at  Rock-a-Bill  in  deep  water 
from  fifteen  fathoms,  but  requiring  a  good  boat 
very  large  skate,  gurnard  and  ling.  Malahide,  nine 
miles  from  Dublin,  capital  bass  and  mullet  in  the 
narrow  neck  of  the  harbour  under  the  railway 
viaduct.  Under  the  HiU  of  Howth,  a  nice  little 
harbour  in  the  BayofBDubhn,  very  large  ling  taken 
off  the  edge  of  Lambay  Hole,  a  deep  pit  and  off 
Ireland's  eye  opposite  Howth  Harbour.  Plenty  of 
hng,  pollack,  and  flatfish  in  the  Island  Sound  The 
entrance  to  the  Liffey— its  sandbanks  and  piers 
down  as  far  as  Kingston  Harbour— was  sketched 
and  described,  and  the  fishing  grounds  indicated 
and  the  lucky  individual  who  might  capture  a' 
salmon  or  a  sea-trout  was  cautioned  as  to  the 
need  of  a  licence.  Dalkey  Island  and  Killiney 
Bay,  and  their  fishing  grounds,  were  duly  described 
Boats,  baits,  tackle,  the  fish,  and  the  men  were 
carefully  described  and  vividly  brought  into  view 
and  much  shrewd  observation  and  advice  shown 
and  given.  There  was  not  room  for  much  to  be 
said  when  Mr.  Minchin  had  finished,  but  various 
members  added  that  Uttle  when  he  had  done,  and 
then  he  was,  with  much  applause,  thanked  for  one 
of  the  best  addresses  the  society  has  ever  received 
The  chairman  added  some  shrewd  remarks  on  the 
Irish  character,  and  rpceived  his  thanks  as  occupant 
of  the  chair.  Next  Wednesday,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  T 
B.  Bates  will  dwell  upon  "Sea  Leads,  and.  how 
to  make  them  and  use  them,"  with  a  practical 
demonstration.  H,  P 
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^offings       l^c  i^ac. 

"  Be  satisfied  with  your  business,  and  learn  to  love 
what  you  were  bred  to  ;  and  as  to  the  remainder  of 
your  life,  be  entirely  resigned,  and  let  the  qods  do  their 
pleasure.  And  when  this  is  done,  be  neither  slave  nor 
tyrant  to  anybody." — Marcus  Aubblixjs. 

"  Suddenly  faced  with  the  map,  how  many  of 
us  could  point  off-hand  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  ? 
What  happens  to  the  German  Father  of  Rivers  ? 
He  rises,  we  all  know,  among  eternal  snows.  Where 
does  he  take  his  plunge  into  the  sea  ?  To  say  the 
Rhine  becomes  a  nameless  thing  lost  in  a  French 
river  may  sound  fanciful.  It  is  true."  These  are 
the  opening  remarks  by  Mr.  Percy  Lindley,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  well-illustrated  and  brightly 
written  ; little  booklet,  entitled,  "Rhineland."  It 
gives  a  senes  of  tours  in  some  less  known  side 
valleys  of  the  Rhine,  easily  and  inexpensively 
reached  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company's 
routes,  viA  Harwich  and  the  Hook  of  Holland  and 
Antwerp.  The  pictures  and  the  charming  descrip- 
tions of  the  places  of  interest  to  visit  are  ably  set 
forth,  and  on  application  to  the  Continental  Traffic 
Manager,  G.E.R.,  Liverpool-street  Station,  London, 
B.C.,  the  32-page  brochure  will  set  you  longing  to 
visit  "Rhineland." 


Me.  Soard,  writing  from  the  Old  Ferryboat 
Fishery,  Holywell,  near  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  says  the 
river  (Ouse)  is  in  good  order  for  fishing  and  a  nice 
colour.  He  says  he  is  not  bothered  with  the  usual 
complement  of  weeds,  but  has  a  few  to  go  on 
with.  There  are  plenty  of  clear  swims  and  no 
excuse  for  anglers  not  sampling  them.  Oq  June  18 
some  nice  chub  were  taken  (largest  4lb.)  on  the  Red 
Palmer.  And  then  he  says,  "  Why  don't  you  come 
down  ?  If  you  wish  to  prolong  your  existence  a 
visit  to  Holywell  is  absolutely  necessary — not  only 
for  the  oceanic  ozone  inhaled  here,  but  also  the 
physical  benefits  derived "  by  all  the  organs  and 
muscles  of  the  chest  and  arms  in  handling  some  of 
the  '  woUopers  '  !  " 


The  Jolly  Angler. 
The  fisherman's  life  is  a  happy  one. 

He  sits  by  the  stream  and  frizzles 
When  old  friend  Sol  is  full  of  fun. 

And  is  still  joyous  when  Jupiter  drizzles. 

The  dear  little  fish,  they  sport  around. 

Regardless  of  all  allurements 
Of  gentles  and  paste,  and  worms  from  the  ground. 

And  the  angler's  artful  endearments. 

But  when  Mr.  Fisher  brings  one  to  shore, 

His  joy  is  beyond  all  measure. 
The  dear  little  thing  is  put  in  a  glass  store. 

And  preserved  as  a  family  treasure. 

— Wing. 


Some  choice  Chinese  paintings  or  drawings  were 
lent  by  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  some  few  months  ago.  Unfortunately, 
he  has  mislaid  the  address,  and  is  anxious  to  return 
them.  Should  this  meet  his  eye,  if  he  will  kindly 
communicate  with  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  at  4,  Fetter-lane, 
they  will  be  sent  on  to  him  at  once. 


The  thirty-second  year  of  the  Printers'  Popular 
Public  Excursions  (in  aid  of  the  printing  machine 
managers'  superannuation  fund)  are  arranged  for 
Friday,  July  22  to  July  28  (inclusive),  from  London 
to  Yarmouth.  Eight  days,  .58.  6d.,  children  under 
fourteen  half-price.  Or  you  can  travel  to  Yarmouth 
one  day  only,  on  July  23,  for  4s.  3d.,  leaving 
Liverpool-street  Saturday  (midnight)  at  12  for 
Vauxhall,  Sunday  at  8.35  and  8.50  a.m.  for  Vaux- 
hall,  returning  from  Yarmouth  (Vauxhall)  at 
5.45  and  6.30  p.m.  The  eight-day  tickets  are  avail- 
able by  these  trains.  For  further  information  with 
regard  to  these  cheap  outings  applications  should 
be  made  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Harrington,  Printers'  Hall, 
Bartlett's-passage,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


An  article  by  that  well-known  and  prolific  angling 
writer,  W.  Carter  Platts,  appeared  in  the  Yorkshire 
(Daily)  Post  on  June  15,  entitled,  "The  Reign  of 
the  Roach."  This  is  what  he  says  about  the 
"  Coarse ' '  fishing  season  which  opened  on  June  16:  — 

"  That  abnormal  inventive  faculty,  so  freely 
ascribed  to  the  angler  by  the  irreverent  scoffer,  has 
as  yet  proved  unequal  to  the  task  of  discovering  a 
suitable  and  inoffensive  designation  for  that  category 
of  the  gentle  sport  of  which  the  pursuit  of  the 
roach  is  probably  the  most  popular  feature,  and 
which  is  generally  spoken  of — apologetically  or 
contemptibly,  as  the  case  may  be — as  *  coarse 
fishing.'  The  title  is  an  unhappy  one.  To  dub  a 
class  of  fishing  '  coarse '  which,  in  the  case  of  roach, 


necessitates  the  use  of  gossamer  tackle  of  the  most 
fragile  character,  or,  in  the  case  of  carp,  the  strategy 
of  an  Indian  scout,  is  an  insult  to  the  angler  ; 
while  if  the  opprobrious  term  be  taken  as  referring 
to  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  plunging  pike  and 
the  rousing  rush  of  the  headlong  chub,  or  to  the 
edible  qualities  of  the  tasty  gudgeon  and  the 
luscious  eel,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  fish. 

»  •  »  *  • 

"  Occasionally  the  attempt  is  made  to  avoid 
offence  by  referring  to  the  so-called  '  coarse  '  fish  as 
'  scale'  fish,  to  distinguish  them  from  trout, salmon, 
and  grayling,  which  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
same  name ;  and  the  Legislature,  in  shying  at  the 
difficulty,  used  the  term  '  fresh-water  fish  '  as  a 
distinctive  appellation,  separating  them  from 
pollan,  trout,  and  char,  which  are  also  fresh-water 
fish  in  everything  but  legal  nomenclature.  And  so 
we  continue  to  speak  reluctantly  of  the  sport  which 
commenced  its  season  on  June  16  as  *  coarse  '  fish- 
ing, with  a  sneaking  hope  that,  should  the  party 
addressed  be  a  devotee  of  that  branch  of  fine  art, 
he  will  understand  that  when  we  say  *  coarse '  we 
mean  something  quite  different,  and  only  use  the 
term  because  of  the  apparent  limitations  of  the 
English  language." 

The  Usual  Way. 

There  was  once  a  little  man,  and  his  rod  and  line 
he  took, 

E'or  he  said,  "  I'll  go  a-fishing  in  the  neighbouring 
brook." 

And  it  chanced  a  little  maiden  was  walking  out 

that  day. 
And  they  met — in  the  usual  way. 

Then  he  sat  down  beside  her,  and  an  hour  or  two 
went  by. 

But  still  upon  the  grassy  bank  his  rod  and  line 
did  lie. 

"I  thought,"  she  shyly  whispered,  "You'd  be 

fishing  all  the  day  !  " 
And  he  was— in  the  usual  way. 

So  he  gravely  took  his  rod  in  hand,  and  threw 

the  line  about, 
But    the    fish  perceived  distinctly  he  was  not 

looking  out ; 

And  he  said,  "Sweetheart,  I  love  you!"  but  she 

said  she  could  not  stay. 
But  she  did — in  the  usual  way. 

Then  the  stars  came  out  above  them,  and  she 

gave  a  little  sigh. 
As  they  watched  the  silver  ripples  like  the  moments 

running  by  ; 

"  We  must  say  good-bye,"  she  whispered,  by  the 

alders  old  and  grey. 
And  they  did — in  the  usual  way. 

Apd  day  by  day,  beside  the  stream,  they  wandered 
to  and  fro. 

And  day  by  day  the  fishes  swam  securely  down 
below, 

TUl  this  little  story  ended  as  such  little  stories 
may, 

Very  much — in  the  usual  way. 

And  now  they  are  married  do  tliey  always  bill 
and  coo  ? 

Do  they  never  fret  and  quarrel  as  other  couples 
do  ? 

Does  he  cherish  her  and  love  her  ?     Does  she 

honour  and  obey  ? 
Well,  they  do — in  the  usual  way. 

— Anon. 


The  summer  number  of  Country  Life  is  a  pro- 
digious publication.  The  contents  is  particularly 
varied,  and  the  articles  on  the  lordly  mansions  of 
the  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcumbe  and  the  Earl  of 
Malmesbury  are  freely  illustrated,  and  afford  great 
pleasure  to  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  stately 
homes  of  England.  "  The  Study  of  Wild  Flowers  " 
is  an  engrossing  article,  and  the  pictures  make  one 
long  for  the  spare  time  to  ramble  amongst  the 
lovely  scenes  depicted.  The  poetical  are  provided 
with  a  hitherto  unpublished  gem,  entitled,  "  A 
Forest  Thought,"  by  Robert  Browning.  Lovers  of 
wild-bird  life,  the  garden,  agriculture,  etc.,  are  well 
catered  for,  and  sport  is  represented  by  articles 
on  "Polo,  Past  and  Present,"  "The  Automobile 
World,"  and  "The  Ladies'  Golf  Championship," 
There  is  one  item  I  must  specially  mention,  and 
that  is  "Bulldogs."  I  love  them,  and  their  sweet 
faces  are  a  constant  charm  to  me.  Six  pretty  dears 
are  shown  over  the  quotation,  "  Pride  in  their  port, 
defiance  in  their  eye,"  aye,  and  each  and  all  a  good 
mouthful  of  teeth  to  back  it  up.  This  excellent 
summer  number  is  published  at  Is.  by  Country  Life, 
Limited,  20,  Tavistock-street,  Strand,  W.C. 


Bulldog  foe  Sale. — Will  eat  anything- — very 
fond  of  children.  Inquire  of  Phil  Fay,  Olympic 
Club,  for  particular^. 


At  the  preliminary  committee  meeting  of  the 
Special  Appeal  of  the  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for 
Children  and  Women,  with  the  Earl  of  Derby  in  the 
chair,  the  following  officials  were  elected :  Vice- 
President,  The  Duke  of  Argyll,  K.T. ;  Chairman, 
The  Earl  of  Derby,  K.G. ;  Vice-Chairmen,  The  Earl 
of  Listowel.  K.P.,  The  Earl  of  Cardigan,  D.S.O., 
The  Lord  O'Hagan;  Hon.  Secretaries,  The  Lord 
Denman,  Col.  Kincaid-Smith,  Col.  Basil  Eastwood, 
Col.  Hodson  Hooke,  W.  D.  Ellis,  Esq.,  L.  H.  de 
Friese,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  Treasurers  :  Ernest  Schenk, 
Esq.,  G.  Willson,  Esq ;  Organising  Sees.,  Capt.  J. 
Houston,  F.  H.  Dale,  Esq.  The  first  meeting  will 
take  place  on  J une  26,  at  twelve  noon,  at  9,  Regent- 
street,  Waterloo-place,  when  it  is  hoped,  therefore, 
that  all  persons  interested  in  the  hospital  will 
attend. 


A  correspondent  sends  the  following  item: — 
"A  white  pike  has  been  caught  by  Mr.  Dyos,  of 
Laleham,  in  the  old  gravel  pit  pond.  The  fish 
measured  2ft.  7Jin.  in  length,  5in.  in  depth,  and 
weighed  71b.  9oz.  It  has  been  set  up,  and  can  be 
viewed  in  a  house  close  by  the  ponds." 


The  salmon  of  54Jlb.  which  was  on  view  in 
Grove's  shop  in  Bond-street  on  Monday  last,  was 
taken  in  the  Tay,  and  not  in  the  Tavy  as  stated  in 
the  Times  of  Tuesday. 


One  fish  to  147  anglers!  I  read  that  "at 
Topsham,  Devon,  fishermen  are  complaining  of  bad 
times.  Only  one  fish  was  taken  by  the  147  men 
who  went  out  a  few  days  ago."  [Well,  well !  Now 
I  should  like  some  further  particulars.  Did  they 
fish  ?  Was  there  any  water  to  fish  in,  or  too  much 
wet  ?  Although  the  recorded  takes  up  to  the 
present  are  not  particularly  encouraging,  I  do  know 
of  one  man  who  "  tops  'em,"] 


Nil  Dksperandum. 

Oft  sad  are  thoughts  of  wasted  hours. 
Of  Life  ill-spent — of  misused  powers; 
Old  Castle  dreams  and  fairy  towers 
All  gone,  it  seems,  for  aye. 

Regrets  for  things  we  might  have  done, 
Regrets  for  crowns  we  might  have  won. 
Gone  all ;  but,  wait !  each  setting  sun 
Doth  rise  again  next  day. 

So  heed  ye,  faint  hearts,  shun  despair. 
All  is  not  lost,  and  Fortume  fair 
May  smile  again,  and  you  may  share 
The  gifts  she  may  bestow. 

Let  "Onward"  still  your  motto  be. 
Heart  brave  and  firm  and  conscience  free. 
And  "  Honour  "  still  may  wait  for  thee, 
"  Excelsior  !  " — "  Forward  ho  !  " 

— MOSNAR  Dis. 


Mb.  G.  Cliff,  of  the  Dudley  A.S.,  sends  the  fol- 
lowing cutting  from  the  Dudley  Herald  of  June  17  : 
— "  An  angler  in  the  Sandfield  Bridge  pool,  near  to 
the  '  Crooked  House,'  had  a  peciJiar  experience 
with  a  pike.  He  hooked  a  good-sized  fish,  and  in 
landing  it  his  tackle  gave  way,  and  the  fish  made 
off  with  a  portion  of  his  line,  to  which  the  float  was 
attached.  He  tried  to  throw  another  line  over  the 
float,  but  without  success.  The  pike  swam  about 
the  pool  for  about  half  an  hour,  his  whereabouts 
being  easily  indicated  by  the  float.  Eventually  the 
fisherman  went  to  catch  baits,  and  whilst  so 
engaged  the  pike  swam  right  to  where  he  was,  and 
disgorged  both  bait  and  treble  hook.  He  thus  got 
back  his  tackle,  float,  and  bait." 


Mr.  Arthur  Newtham,  the  courteous  water- 
bailiff  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  informs  me  that  his 
daughter.  Miss  R.  Newham,  is  daily  giving  exhibi- 
tion casting  at  the  Naval  and  Fisheries  Exhibition 
at  Earl's  Court.  Mr.  Newham  has  a  stall  in  the 
Ducal  Hall.  Miss  Newham  is  certainly  very  clever 
at  casting  a  fly,  as  was  abundantly  proved  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  of  July,  1904. 


Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  Mr.  J.  Richardson 
^ifces: — "Mr.  Pierpoint  just  landed  a  rig  of  81b. 
from  Deal  pier,  8.30  p.m.,  June  21." 


The  Mick  had  been  invited  to  a  party,  and  at  the 
appointed  hour  duly  arrived.  He  was  met  at  the 
door  by  the  host,  whom  he  greeted  thusly :  "  Bedad, 
Mr.  Flannagan,  I'm  invited  to  yer  party;  but  be 
the  token  I  find  I  can't  come  at  all !  So,  bejabers, 
I  thought  I'd  jist  walk  round  and  let  ye  know,  ye 
see."  l-Dbagnet. 
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Ppovlfleial  flugling  fiotes 

must  a/rrive  by  first  j)ost  on  Thursdmf  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fishing  season  has  opened  well,  and 
sport  in  all  quarters  has  been  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Both  rivers  and  canals  have  been  fished 
with  success.  The  roach  are  not  yet  in  good  con- 
dition, but  the  dace,  perch,  and  chub  are  all  right. 
Several  of  the  latter  tish  have  been  taken  from  our 
local  waters,  the  largest  fish  being  one  of  over 
2|-lb.  On  the  Severn  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  season,  and  so  far  the  catches  have  been  above 
the  average ;  above  Bewdley  and  up  to  Bridgnorth 
will  be  found  to  be  good,  and  down  at  Lincomb 
Lock  and  Hampstill  the  fish  are  in  good  quantities, 
.  and  those  who  visit  these  places  should  be  rewarded 
with  good  baskets.  Trout  fishing  on  this  river  has 
been  rather  quiet,  the  Arley  and  Stourport  districts 
have  been  fished,  but  little  has  been  done.  The  Dove 
and.Blythe  are  both  in  good  condition.'and  some  good 
trout  have  been  taken,  and  now  that  we  have  had 
some  nice  showers  sport  should  be  good.  Things  are 
quiet  on  the  Trent,  but  our  members  will  be  busy  when 
the  grass  has  been  carried  down,  and  some  good  re- 
ports will  be  to  hand,  as  the  river  is  reported  to  be 
well  stocked  and  the  fish  are  in  good  condition.  The 
Teme  at  Tenbury  has  been  visited  and  found  to  be 
in  good  condition,  and  some  good  trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  Dr.  F.  H.  Maberley  has  been 
busy  again  with  the  trout  at  Lower  Witton  Reser- 
voir. Fishing  this  water  on  June  14,  he  took  a 
grand  fish  of  441b.  in  good  condition.  The  Avon 
will  be  found  to  be  in  better  condition  now 
that  we  have  had  the  much  needed  rain.  Sport 
on  this  river  so  far  has  not  as  yet  been  good,  but 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had.  The 
river  is  well  stocked  with  fish.  Bream  and  roach 
are  plentiful.  Canal  anglers  have  done  well  so  far. 
One  of  our  members  caught  ;a  nice  carp,  weighing 
3  Jib.,  from  the  canal  at  Alvechurch  last  week  ;  some 
good  roach  were  also  taken  from  the  same  canal. 
1  hear  a  good  ^account  of  the  canal  at  Langley 
Green.  Although  the  canal  is  in  the  heart  of 
the  Black  Country,  sport  has  been  good ;  the 
same  remark  applies  to  the  canal  at  Hamp- 
stead  and  Witton.  Some  good  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  canal  at  the  places  mentioned. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Many  north  country  fishermen  came  into  the 
Fen  district  for  the  inauguration  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  last  week,  and  the  majority  con- 
centrated their  attention  to  the  bream  m  the 
Witham.  These  fish  are  pretty  forward,  and  those 
who  operated  on  the  lengths  at  Bardney,  Kirkstead, 
and  Tattershall,  where  some  good  shoals  had  been 
seen,  had  no  difficulty  in  taking  fish.  No  par- 
ticularly fine  specimens,  however,  came  under 
notice,  although  odd  ones  turned  the  scale  at  from 
31b.  to  4lb.  Considerably  more  anglers  arrived  on 
June  17  for  the  week-end,  and  some  of  these  gave 
the  drains  in  the  Boston  district  a  trial.  Of  course 
the  chief  question  amongst  visitors  is  where  to  go. 
No  better  resorts  than  those  mentioned  above  will 
probably  be  found  for  some  weeks  to  come.  Sub- 
scribers to  the  Forty-foot  will  find  the  upper 
reaches  in  very  good  condition  just  now.  In  the 
Dunsby  Fen  district  the  water  is  free  from  weed, 
and  those  who  have  angled  this  week  with  the 
worm  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  taking  some 
very  decent  perch. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  a  few  nice 
roach  have  been  taken,  and  the  waters  are  in  first- 
class  condition,  and  at  Aike  Beckend  and  Leven 
Lock  some  nice  perch  and  eels  have  been  secured 
with  worms.  The  Driffield  Canal  is  also  in  nice 
trim,  and  shoals  of  fish  on  the  move  at  the  various 
locks.  Anglers  visiting  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
have  also  met  with  very  fair  sport  amongst  roach 
and  bream  both  at  Newport  and  Broomfleet.  The 
River  Ancholme  has  fished  fairly  well  in  the  Brigg 
district,  where  bream  up  to  31b.  each  have  been 
taken,  but  towards  the  sluice  end  of  the  rivers  very 
little  has  been  done  yet,  the  water  being  brackish 
and  rain  greatly  needed  to  freshen  the  water  a  little. 
Reports  from  the  Ludd,  Bian,  Rase,  and  other 
Lincolnshire  waters  are  also  very  fair  for  so  early 
in  the  season,  tish  being  in  very  fair  condition 
generally.  Several  local  clubs  have  opened  their 
season  in  various  waters,  but  reports  are  not  yet  to 
hand. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Rain  at  last !  The  long-looked-for  came  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  and  by  Sunday  evening 
the  Kent  had  risen  a  good  six  inches,  but  it  proved 
to  be  only  top  water,  for  by  Monday  evening  it  was 


as  low  as  ever  again.  Heavy  rain  must  again  have 
fallen  on  Tuesday  on  the  fells,  for  the  river  was 
running  a  nice  little  freshet  on  that  afternoon.  This 
rain  has  proved  our  salvation ;  trout  were  falling 
into  a  very  sulky  and  languid  way  with  the  con- 
tinued drought.  The  streams  are  now  too  high  for 
night  fishing — with  the  exception  of  the  dams — but 
fairly  good  day  fishing  is  yet  available  on  the  higher 
reaches  and  smaller  becks,  on  any  "fishy"  day. 
Again,  the  rain,  and  consequent  rise  of  water,  means 
a  "  run  "  of  sea  fish.  I  was  talking  to  one  of  the 
Fishery  Board's  watchers  last  Saturday — whose 
duty  takes  him  a  good  deal  on  the  tidal  portion  of 
the  waters  of  this  district — and  he  informed  me 
that  there  were  plenty  of  fish  in  the  estuaries 
waiting  for  water  in  the  streams  to  enable  them  to 
"  run,"  so  that  by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print 
the  probabilities  are  that  our  streams  will  hold  a 
good  head  of  morts  and  sprods.  Mr.  Pollitt  had 
another  nice  little  sea-trout  on  the  Kent  the  other 
evening,  and  also  as  level  a  lot  of  fourteen  trout  as 
I  have  seen  for  some  time.  They  were  all  over  12oz. 
and  under  14oz.  apiece.  Unfortunately,  we  have  not 
got  over  the  drought  without  mischance,  for  a  ease 
of  wilful  poisoning  has  occurred  on  the  River  Mint, 
in  the  private  waters  of  Mr.  Arthur  Shepherd, 
Shaw  End.  On  Windermere  but  little  has  been 
attempted.  Char  fishing  slightly  improved  at  the 
latter  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  Butterfield  taking 
fifteen  on  June  16. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  most  interesting  item  is  to  hand  from  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  where  the  locals  have  conspired  and 
inaugurated  a  central  anglers'  club,  where  all  may 
meet  and  enjoy  themselves  ad  lib.  As  was  gener- 
ally expected,  the  turn-out  from  Bolton  was  an 
immense  one,  no  less  than  four  special  trains  being 
requisitioned.  Generally  speaking,  sport  was  poor 
all  round,  only  small  roach  and  gudgeon  with  a  few 
pike  and  eels.  One  pike  is  reported  taken  by  a 
Bolton  rod,  111b.,  and  there  is  great  rejoicing. 
The  turn-out  of  Farnworth  rods  was  very  large,  and 
the  securing  of  several  good  prizes  by  the  Dixon 
Green  Club  has  highly  pleased  the  members. 
Nothing  of  special  interest  is  to  hand  from  either 
Warrington  or  Liverpool,  but  many  rods  were 
out.  Recent  showers  have  done  a  lot  to  freshen  up 
the  Bollin.  Lancashire  rivers  are  not  fishing  in 
top  form. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Space  forbids  any  detailed  notice  of  the  doings 
of  our  locals  during  Whitsuntide,  but  perhaps  a 
few  items  may  interest.  The  Duchy  had  a  private 
match  in  their  own  waters  during  the  holidays, 
when  Mr.  Tasken  secured  the  first  place.  Another 
member  of  the  same  club  distinguished  himself  at 
Irlam  by  catching  a  tench  21b.  Mr.  Malpass  reports 
cheerfully  of  his  trip  to  Ireland  ;.  he  considers  it  his 
best  for  dapping,  fully  three  weeks,  and  only  one 
half  day  without  a  breeze.  His  total  and  that 
of  his  friends  are  highly  satisfactory.  Stimulated 
by  the  favourable  reports  of  the  success  of  two 
friends  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  week,  two  more 
members  of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  visited 
Lockerbie,  and  simply  slaughtered  fish,  Messrs. 
Nevitt  and  Lee  are  the  lucky  rods.  The  private 
waters  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  fishing  remark- 
ably well,  pounders  are  plentiful.  They  open  their 
series  of  championship  matches  to-day. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  was  expected  that  after  the  heavy  rains  on 
Saturday  last  the  Trent  would  undergo  a  rather 
substantial  rise.  The  contrary,  however,  has  been 
the  case.  The  river  only  came  on  a  few  inches, 
and  the  extra  water  contained  very  little  colour. 
Anglers  were  plentiful  on  the  opening  day,  but 
owing  to  boisterous  winds  not  much  sport  was  met 
with.  Dace  and  chub  were  brought  from  Rolleston 
and  Hoveringham,  and  in  Mr.  J.  Webster's  lake  at 
Wilford  one  of  the  visitors  (Mr.  Aynsley)  took  a 
fine  brace  of  perch,  the  two  weighing  over  21b.  lloz. 
On  the  following  day  the  same  angler  had  over 
151b.  of  perch  alone,  besides  other  fish.  A  good 
mixed  bag  was  made  by  Mr.  Forman,  whilst  Mr.  G. 
Shaw  had  a  big  bream  and  sundry  eels.  Rough 
weather  was  again  experienced  on  Monday,  followed 
by  rain  on  Tuesday.  Some  eels  have  been  taken  at 
Shardlow,  Sawley,  Trent,  Beeston,  and  Clifton. 
Roach  are  in  backward  condition,  and  are  best 
caught  with  the  caddis  grub  in  the  streams.  Fly 
fishers  have  creeled  a  few  large  chub  with  the  fly, 
and  they  will  do  better  with  more  settled  weather 
in  evidence.  At  the  period  of  writing  a  semi-gale 
raged,  and  prospects  were  by  no  means  of  a  promising 
character. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  an  abundance  of  rain  in  this  district 
which  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  vegetation,  and 
has  no  doubt  freshened  up  our  rivers  and  streams, 


but  had  no  appreciative  effect  on  the  height  of  the 
water,  nor  has  increased  sport  among  the  trout, 
which  has  been  very  slow  indeed.  A  few  fair 
baskets  have  been  caught,  but  none  calling  for 
especial  notice.  Angling  for  coarse  fish  is  now  in 
full  swing,  chub  being  specially  fished  for,  and 
sport  has  been  excellent,  big  catches  have  been 
made  each  day  since  the  season  opened.  Mr.  J. 
White,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  on  the  first  day 
caught  in  the  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  40lb., 
with  the  -fly.  Mr.  Avery  151b.,  Mr.  Bridges  8lb. 
chub  and  a  fine  perch.  1  lb.  2Joz.,  in  the  Severn 
under  Holt  Weir,  and  Messrs.  Thompson,  Mapp, 
and  Painting,  of  the  Fountain  Club,  caught  heavy 
creels  of  fish  under  the  weir  at  Diglis.  Members  of 
the  other  clubs  have  done  well.  Near  Knightsford 
Bridge  on  the  Teme  Messrs.  Morris,  Lewes  and 
Thomas  caught  12^1b.,  1041b.,and  91b.  respectively: 
and  Mr.  Packer  caught  a  fine  trout  ,over  21b.  in  the 
same  district.  A  short  distance  higher  up  the  river 
a  gentleman  caught  four  chub  with  the  Vamprey  as 
a  lure,  weighing  ll^lb.  The  Vamprey  is  the  best 
killing  bait  for  the  chub  in  our  rivers.  The  Worcester 
Angling  Society  had  their  first  competition  on  their 
Lower  Teme  Club  Water  on  June  17.  Sport  was  by 
no  means  brisk.  The  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Bridges, 
won  first  prize  with  3lb.  3^oz.,  Mr.  S.  Knight,  second, 
Mr.  H.  Blackwell,  third,  Mr.  G.  Hentage,  fourth. 
Some  fine  baskets  of  eels  have  been  caught  in  the 
Avon  and  a  few  fair  roach,  but  the  latter  are  very 
backward  this  year  on  all  the  rivers. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse-fish  angling  season  opened  unpromis- 
ingly  with  the  diminishing  drought,  and  the 
members  of  clubs  who  made  first  attempts  on 
Saturday  had  not  cheery  results.  In  connection 
with  the  York  Wool  pack  Angling  Association  a 
series  of  matches  have  been  arranged,  the  first  of 
which  took  place  at  Hammerton.  There  was  a 
pleasant  drive  out,  and  fishing  started  at  three 
o'clock.  The  water  was  very  clear  and  low,  and 
the  chief  catches  were  mostly  eels  and  "  tommies." 
The  following  six  competitors  were  the  most  suc- 
cessful:— -Arthur  Clarkson,  15|oz. ;  W.  Hardcastle, 
6|oz. ;  W.  Hall,  J.  Atkin,  J.  Morton,  and  J.  Steel. 
Mr.  George  Blanchard,  the  winner  of  the  Amalga- 
mation Gold  Medal  two  seasons  ago,  came  tenth 
with  3oz.  The  York  Burton  Lane  Working  Men's 
A.C.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Elving- 
ton.  They,  too,  found  the  water  too  low  and  clear 
for  successful  angling.  The  prize-winners  were  H. 
Pinkney  (1st),  E.  H.  Jones  (2nd),  T.  Baxter  (3rd), 
J.  Matson,  J.  Johnson,  H.  E.  Sharpley,  J.  Robson, 
J.  Illingworth,  J.  F.  Hare,  Fenton,  J.  Foster,  John 
Smith,  W.  Cowper,  J.  Smith,  and  J.  W.  Kirby.  A 
most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  At  Richmond,  on 
June  17,  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion were  charged,  at  the  instance  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  with  allowing  liquid  ammonia  to 
escape  into  the  Swale  from  the  Corporation  Gas 
Works,  on  May  6,  whereby  a  quantity  of  fine  fish 
were  poisoned.  A  fine  of  10s.  and  £4  6s.  costs  was 
imposed. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

More  rain  has  fallen ;  but  lake  fishing  has  not 
shown  the  anticipated  improvement  owing  to  very 
harsh  winds,  which  have  been  much  in  evidence  for 
the  last  three  or  four  days,  and  which  rendered 
angling  very  difficult  on  the  majority  of  waters. 
River  fishing  has  been  productive  of  generally  fair 
sport  at  salmon  on  all  the  principal  waters,  and 
notwithstanding  unfavourable  weather  is  showing 
further  improvement.  Peal  continue  to  arrive  in 
good  numbers  generally  at  the  principal  angling 
stations ;  but  these  fish  have  not  been  rising  very 
well  at  any  place  so  far.  Sea-trout  are  showing  up 
fairly  well  on  those  waters  that  hold  those  fish, 
but  have  not  furnished  wnat  could  be  fairly 
termed  good  sport  anywhere  so  far.  Sea  anglifig 
is  now  generally  suspended  on  the  southern,  south- 
western and  western  coasts  owing  to  a  strong  south- 
westerly wind,  which  sometimes  assumes  the 
character  of  half  a  gale.  Previous  to  the  change 
good  sport  was  had  at  pollack,  gurnard,  etc.,  at 
several  places.  Very  little  sport  has  been  had  at 
bass  anywhere  this  year,  so  far,  and  mackerel  dj  not 
appear  to  have  given  the  usual  sport  at  any  station. 
Rock  fishers  ihad  ample  sport  recently  at  several 
points  on  the  shores  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  the  fish 
principally  taken  being  wrasse  (locally  termed 
"conners"  )  and  black  pollack. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  drought,  which  lasted  over  this  province  for 
nearly  two  months,  was  broken  on  June  17  by  a 
few  showers,  and  on  the  following  two  days  by  very 
heavy  and  constant  rain,  the  result  being  full  rivers 
and  lakes.  The  large  rivers  are  yet  too  high  for 
angling  as  a  rule,  and  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  week 
before  they  are  in  ply  for  the  fly. 
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AM^QLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &o. 


LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 


Seven  miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  and  free  for  Hotel 
Visitors.  Adjoins  Pump  Eoom.  Golf 
Links.    Moderate  Tarifi.  Comfortable. 

M.  WALTERS 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Near  OBAN,  N.B. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Brown  Trout,  and 
Trinity  Eainbow.    Angling  FREE  on 
several  Lochs.    Good  Sea  Fishing,  April 
to  end  September.   Home  comforts  ;  fine 
scenery ;  perfect  sanitation.  Route:  Rail 
to  Oban,  thence  coach ;  or,  steamer  to 
Ardrishaig,  thence  coach. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "Macfadyen,  Cuilfail, 
Kilmelford." 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT  FISHING 

in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to 
visitors  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Near  the  Rivers-;  quite  in  the  country ; 
Scenery  ;  Horses  and  Carriages  ;  Golf  ; 
Billiards. 
C.  W.  NELDER,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarteps. 

ESDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

THE  MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Lord 
and  Lady  Lieutenant,  nobility  and  gentry. 
First-class  for  Anglers.  Good  Salmon 
Fishing  close  to  Hotel  on  River  Moy. 
Good  boats  and  men  for  hire. 

Proprietress,  E.  MURTAGH. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Pishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &o.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address,  Manaoerksb. 


ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Pish- 
ing in   Scotland.    Last  season's  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. 
Particulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 

SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kjle  ut  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months,  May, 
June,  July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  coach  to 
Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  Macinmes. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY   CROES,  ANGLESEY, 

Bright  bracing  air ;  sporting  Golf  Course  sur 
rounds  Hotel ;  Sea  and  Trout  Fishing  in  river  and 
lakes  ;  Coron  lake,  earliest  lake  in  Wales,  live 
miles'  drive,  or  'id.  train  fare.  Moderate  and 
inclusive  charge  :  use  of  Boats  and  conveyance 
to  and  from  railway,  free.  Week-end  and  tourist 
tickets  via  Bangor.— Proprietor,!,  J.  COTTRELL, 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Lougrhanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery, 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  lighu  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom 
modation,  and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  LO  N'S 

Private  Hotei, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL 


LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL 


AND  SPA, 


]  CASTLE  DOUGLAS, 

South  Scotland, 

Kxcellent  Trout  Fishing  in 
Loch  free  to  Visitors  staying 

at  the  Hotel. 
For  Terms,  apply  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FISHING. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS. 
ST.  GERVAIS-LES-BAINS.  (Haute  Savole.) 

GRAND  HOTEL  DM  LA  SAVOIE. 
ALLEVARD-LES-BAINS.  (Isere.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 
SALINS-JURA.  (Fpanee.) 

HOTEL  DES  BAINS. 


GRILSE  and  TROUT  FISHING 

IN  THE 

SHAJVIVOW,  KILLALOE. 

TO  LET  for  Fortnight.  Best  on  river. 
Private  accommodation  also. — Address, 
S.  J.  Hdhley,  "Abbey  View,"  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 


LOCH  RANNOGH  HOTEL 

KINLOCH-RANNOCH. 

First-class  Tourist  Hotel.  Moderate 
charges.  Free  Fishing  on  Loch  and  part 
of  River.  Boats  and  experienced  Boat- 
men. Unrivalled  scenery.  Only  Hotel 
overlooking  the  Loch.  Posting  at  Struan 
and  Kinloch-Rannoch. 

GEO.  GOW,  Proprietor. 
Telegrams  :  "  Gow,  Kinloch-Rannoch." 


SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING 

(Good)  on  RIVER  AWE  by  day  or  week. 
Apply,  ERASER, 

LOCH   AWE  HOTEL, 

Loeh  Awe,  Argyllshire. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Dlstinf/uis/ietl  Patron-af/e, 
This  much-frequented  andcomfortably-fiunished 
Hotel  is  near  tlie  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
amed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
olf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
u-aciug.  Sanitation  perfect.  'J'aritt  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Koonis  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Tele.nrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen," 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
The  Sea  Trout  F'ishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


"And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  rjrayHnrj .' 


TENBURY  (G.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWJLM^  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling 

Flshing:on  the  River Teme.  Inclu.sive Terras 
from  2}  Guineas  per  week, — For  the  Tenlniry  Swan 
Hotel  Co,,  Ltd,,  Thomas  E,  Banks,  Manager. 


CONVENIENT  FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

RECINA  HOTEL,  lllll. 

Most  up-to-date.  Luxury  combined 
with  Comfort.  Excellent  Cuisine.  Bed- 
rooms and  Suites  with  Baths.  Elevated 
Position  near  Conversation  House. 
Large  garden,   entrance  OF  black  forest. 


HOTEL  CONTINENTAL. 


First- Clasn.       Clioicest  Position, 
Convenient  for 
OBER-AMMERGAU  SUMMER-PLAY. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  S.t,  each  per  week 
that  includes  boatmen's  lunclieon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. — Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


LOUGH  MELYIN,  IRELAND. 

FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING, 

TO  BE  LET,  FURNISHED, 
THE    LODGE,    DEMASBRE.  One 
Sitting  Room,  three  Bedrooms,  Kitchen, 
Larder,  and  Boat. — Apply,  Rev.  E.  P. 
Campbell,  Killyman,  Moy,  Co.  Tyrone. 


GOOD . . 


FREE 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accomniodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
cliarges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holy-well  Ferry,  Hunts. 


Now  Ready.    3s.  6d.  net. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE  &  AROUND. 

By  WALTER  M.  GALLICHAN, 

Author  of 

"Fishing  in  Wales"  (3/6  net),  and 
''  Fishing  and  Travel  in  Spain  "  (5/-  net). 

We^tnuusf.(ir  Gazette.—"' The  author  deals  with  the 
Perliyshire  Streams  in  a  thoroughly  practical  fashion, 
providing  just  the  kind  of  inform.ation  fishermen  mostly 
need.'' 

London  :  F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO.,  20,  Great 
Russell  Street. 


TO  r..ET 

For  Two  or  Three  Months, 

PRETTY  RIVERSIDE  COTTAGE 

Three  Bed  and  two  Sitting  Rooms,  Bath, 
with  use  of  Boat  and  one  mile  of  preserved 
Fishing.  On  main  line,  within  half-hour 
of  London.  Pour  guineas  weekly.  Also 
Fishing  by  Day  or  Season  Ticket. — Apply, 
'  Lessee,"  The  King's  Weir,  Wormley, 
Herts. 


AN  EXPERIENCED  SINGLE  MAN 

to  take  charge  of  Hatching  House  and 
rearing  of  Pry.    State  wages  required, 
age,  references,  &c. — Apply, 
WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  Ltd., 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 


FOR  SAHrE, 

GOOD  AND  IMPROVING  BUSINESS 

in  splendid  Fishing  District. 

Satisfactory  reasons  for  disposal.  Inspection 
invited.— Rook  &  Co.,  Workington. 


Read  Tliis. 


On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope 
and  stamps,  I  will  forward  to  any  address 
in  the  world,  post  free, 

I  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.  ;  3  doz.  for  as. ;  6  doz.  for  38.  6d. ; 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

Jolin  lariiite  &  Sons, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOB.T)  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M,P, 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  "Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Seorbtary. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

This  Society  holds  Fishing  Rights  over  about  8 
miles  of  water,  between  Rickmansworth  (Met. 
Ry.)  and  Denham,  near  Uxbridge  (G.W.Ry.). 
Country  headquarters.  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefleld 
(nearest  station,  Rickmansworth).  Over  3,000 
fish  of  various  kinds  were  put  in  the  water  last 
year.— For  particulars,  apply  to  the  Seoretart, 
Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBKCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetinos  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don,  at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GiTY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Societyi 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAy,  ESQ.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  In  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


Siirplus  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 


The  JUNE  LIST,  now  ready,  con- 
tains   Popular   Works   on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  wpplication  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


W.H.Y.  Special  Waterproofing 

FOR 

FISHING,  GOLF&  SHOOTING  BOOTS. 

Readily  absorbed. 
Resists  Mould  and  Insects. 
Cans,  6d.  and  XI-  nett. 

Of  Stores,    Oilmen,  &c. 
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Jlssociafions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  moathly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  E.G.,  on  June  19. 
The  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupied  the 
chair.  Cheques  amounting  to  £53  5s.  were  ordered 
to  be  drawn,  being  £35  5s.  for  rents  of  fisheries  and 
£18  5s.  for  bailiffs'  salaries.  Three  societies  were 
enrolled — two  new  ones — the  Hainhault,  of  Ilford, 
and  the  Windsor  Castle,  of  City-road,  E.G.,  and 
one  old  one,  the  West  London,  of  Hammersmith. 
A  new  fishery  has  been  obtained — about  one  and  a 
half  mile  of  the  Essex  river  Blackwater  at  Wick- 
ham,  between  Witham  and  Maldon.  The  fishery 
extends  from  the  road  bridge  outside  Wickham 
Station  and  down  the  right-hand  bank  until  it  joins 
the  old  Langford  Fishery,  now  rented  by  the  Ilford 
Piscatorial  Society.  Will  members  exercise  great 
care  not  to  damage  the  crops  or  grass  needlessly, 
and  be  particular  as  regards  gates  and  hedges. 
Nearly  3500  new  season  tickets  have  already  been 
issued,  and  everythiug  promises  a  successful  season. 
Fifty-eight  societies  answered  the  roll-call,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 
On  June  25  the  River  Lea  between  Rammey  Marsh 
Lock  and  Enfield  Lock  will  be  drawn  down,  conse- 
quently no  fishing  will  be  allowed  on  that  day. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  usual  meeting 
on  June  14.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
Mr.  Dungate,  whose  catering  on  June  8  gave  every 
satisfaction;  also  to  Mr.  Marks  for  arranging  the 
programme  of  songs,  etc.  Five  gentlemen,  whose 
names  had  previously  been  submitted  to  the 
society  for  approval,  were  balloted  for  and  elected 
members.  The  list  of  prizes,  which  was  opened  on 
June  8,  for  the  present  season  was  read  and  received 
further  support,  as  did  also  the  list  of  names  for 
membership  to  the  A.B.S.  The  question  of  having 
a  "  sides "  competition  at  Harefield  early  in  July 
was  discussed,  and  a  few  routine  matters  of  business 
were  disposed  of.  The  first  meeting  of  the  new 
committee  was  held  on  June  15,  when  Mr.  Barnes 
was  elected  to  act  as  chairman  at  committee 
meetings.  A  draft  of  the  new  rules  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  the  same  will  be  printed  at  an 
early  date.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Derry,  announced 
that  the  managing  director  of  the  United  Asbestos 
Company's  Works  at  Harefield  had  kindly  offered 
to  assist  the  society  in  having  the  weeds  cut  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Harefield  fishery ;  the  work  will 
therefore  be  put  in  hand  very  soon.  Other  matters 
of  business  were  also  transacted.  Several  members 
visited  the  society's  water  last  week-end,  but  sport 
was  slow.  Messrs.  Bainton  and  Blagrave,  however, 
had  perch  of  1  lb.  2oz.  and  1  lb.  IJoz.  respectively 
from  Harefield,  Messrs.  Swain  and  Wilkins  had  roach 
from  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  sections 
respectively,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  brought  up  tench 
from  Wraysbury.  Members  who  ordered  A.  A. 
privilege  tickets  can  obtain  them  from  the  secretary 
at  the  usual  charge. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  presided  at  a  well-attended 
meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  last,  this  being 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  season.  There  wore 
numerous  reports  from  members  who  had  fished ; 
however,  through  the  recent  very  abnormal  weather, 
catches  were  not  of  the  largest.  Mr.  Isaacs,  at 
Staines,  had  taken  dace  and  roach,  and  at  Wroxham 
Broad,  bream,  roach,  jack,  etc.  Roach,  dace, 
gudgeon,  jack,  and  some  fine  eels  had  been  taken 
at  the  society's  Wraysbury  water  by  Messis. 
Beamont,  T.  Gilbert,  Mclotosh,  Walton,  Orpin, 
H.  G.  Lee,  W.  Gilbert,  Thompson,  Higgs,  Frost, 
F.  James,  and  C.  Howard,  the  three  last  gentlemen 
having  the  three  best  baskets,  Mr.  James  winning 
the  roach  competition  medal,  and  Mr.  Frost  that 
for  dace,  Mr.  Howard  being  a  very  close  competitor. 
Messrs.  Salisbury  and  Isaacs,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Hurren,  the  hon.  curator,  very  efficiently  undertook 
the  "  weighing-in."  Copies  of  the  paper  recently 
read  by  Dr.  Ladell,  "Seed  Time  and  Harvest," 
having  been  through  the  Press,  were  handed  to  all 
members  present ;  in  this  connection  the  thanks  of 
the  society  are  very  much  due  to  Mr.  George 
Wheeler  for  his  liberality,  ^wo  gentlemen  pre- 
viously proposed  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 
It  was  remarked  during  the  meeting — as  a  subject 
for  congratulation — that,  notwithstanding  the  very 
remarkable  weather,  not  a  single  member  that  had 
patronised  the  society's  fishery  had  returned  with 
an  empty  bag.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded  a  very 
pleasant  and  successful  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meetings  weie  resumed  ca 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  F.  W.  Salmond  presiding.  A 


capitally  well  written  paper  on  "  Fishing  at  Ballan- 
coiirt"  was  read  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass,  and  afforded 
great 'enjoyment  to  those  present.  Mr.  Zerfass 
appears  from  his  paper  to  have  made  very  good  use 
of  his  time,  and  being  a  very  keen  observer,  as 
well  as  angler,  saw  and  noticed  all  that  was  worth 
seeing.  He  contrasted  the  French  and  English 
styles  of  fishing,  rods,  and  tackle,  and  pointed  out 
where  something  might  be  learnt  from  our  French 
friends.  His  descriptions  were  so  vivid  that  one 
was  translated  to  the  locale — indeed,  it  was  almost 
difficult  to  imagine  that  we  were  merely  in  the 
Bristol  Room.  Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Zerfass  was 
accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
excellent  paper.  Some  capital  fishing  reports  were 
made,  the  honours  falling  to  Mr.  F.  C.  L.  Bucking- 
ham, who  captured  trout  of  3pb.  and  61b.  Others 
of  smaller  weights,  and  five  dozen  very  good  dace, 
several  weighing  fib.,  with  the  fly.  Another  member 
took  trout  up  to  31b.,  and  grayling  and  trout  up  to 
Iflb.,  on  the  fiy.  Mr.  Gill  had  trout  and  chub,  and 
Mr.  Salmond  some  excellent  dace.  The  Chess  has 
again  yielded  some  nice  trout,  but  the  heivy  rain  of 
Saturday  morning  rendered  the  water  too  thick  for 
fishing  it  successfully,  only  a  couple  of  brace  being 
taken.  A  member  will  give  instruction  in  fly-cast- 
ing at  Chesham  to-day  (Saturday,  June  24). — Hon. 
Sec. 

HiGHBTJEY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday.  After  the  business  had  been  trans- 
acted, the  members  attending  the  outing  at  Salis- 
bury last  week-end  related  their  experiences.  All 
fished  hard  to  secure  points  for  the  challenge  cup, 
the  result  being  that  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  and 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  each  scored  a  point  towards  winning 
that  trophy.  The  next  outing  takes  place  on 
July  22  and  23,  Reedham  being  the  venue,  and  the 
secretary  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  names  of 
members  wishing  to  attend.  The  draw  for  the  first 
round  of  the  club  championship  competition  has 
taken  place,  and  must  be  fished  off  by  Aug.  16  ;  all 
members  have  been  notified,  except  those  who 
have  drawn  a  bye.  New  scales  and  weights  have 
been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  members  at  the 
society's  club  house  at  Barford,  and  anyone  fish- 
ing our  fishery  on  the  Stour  can  record  their 
catches  there  instead  of  weighing  in  at  headquarters. 
Since  last  report  the  following  have  recorded 
fish:  Mr.  Hersant,  a  leash  of  trout;  Mr.  H.  Durm, 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  a  specimen  carp, 
61b.  3oz.,  and  chub,  roach,  and  dace;  Mr.  W.  Cox, 
dace;  Mr.  F.  Harding,  dace;  Mr.  Woodruff,  gray- 
ling, roach,  and  dace ;  and  myself,  roach  and  dace. 
All  the  roach  taken  were  very  much  out  of  condition, 
demonstrating  the  fact  that  an  alteration  should  be 
made  in  the  close  time  for  that  class  of  fish. — Sec, 
pro  tern. 

Peterborough  Angling  Association. 
The  season  opened  on  June  16  in  the  Peterborough 
Angling  Association  waters  for  all  fish  except  pike, 
which  does  not  commence  until  July  15.  The 
spawning  season  has  been  a  good  one,  and  future 
prospects  are  very  favourable.  The  weather  has 
been  against  successful  angling  as  the  river  is  very 
thick  from  the  recent  heavy  rains.  One  or  two 
roach  were  taken  on  June  18,  and  also  several 
bream,  the  best  roach  turning  the  scale  at  1  lb.  4oz. 
— James  Colbourn. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  W.C. 

22,998.  Strainers,  fish,  vegetable,  etc.  Patentee  : 
W.  H.  Burton,  1,  Leinster-square,  Bayswater. 
Relates  to  strainers  which  may  be  temporarily  or 
permanently  attached  to  saucepans,  cooking-pots, 
and  like  utensils.  A  strainer  for  use  with  a  cylin- 
drical pot  has  an  outer  beading  or  flange  round  its 
rim ;  the  strainer  consists  of  a  perforated  plate  pro- 
vided with  a  handle,  and  with  a  segmental  flange 
shaped  to  fit  the  rim,  a  hinged  catch  on  the  unflanged 
portion  of  the  plate  snapping  over  the  rim,  and 
holding  the  strainer  in  position.  When  the  run  of 
the  vessel  is  internally  beaded  or  flanged,  the 
strainer  is  provided  on  the  underside  with  two  or 
more  pieces,  which  pass  through  notches  in  the 
beaded  rim  and  engage  imder  the  rim  when  the 
strainer  is  turned  through  a  small  angle.  Wlien  the 
cooking  utensil  is  barrel-shaped  and  has  a  plain  rim, 
the  strainer  is  made  elliptical,  its  smaller  axis  being 
less  than,  and  its  larger  axis  greater  than,  the 
internal  diameter  of  the  rim  of  the  vessel,  so  that 
when  the  vessel  is  inverted  the  strainer  remains  in 
position.  The  strainer  is  preferably  slightly  dished 
and  made  with  a  beaded  edge,  its  handle  is  provided 
with  extensions  which  project  outwards  and  upwards 
so  as  to  rest  on  the  rim  of  the  vessel,  and  retain  the 
strainer  in  position. 


ANSWERS  TO  0ORRESPONDENT3. 

Wasp  Grub,  Hereford. — Eels  broerl  once  only 
in  the  sea  and  then  die  ;  most  of  their  life  is  passed 
in  fresh  water,  and  they  do  great  damage  to  eggs  / 
and  fry,  and  even  small  fish.  As  a  female  eel  has 
from  half  a  million  to  a  million  eggs,  it  is  a  mighty 
good  thing  they  have  to  go  to  the  sea  to  breed,  or 
they  would  be  so  numerous  they  would  destroy 
everything  in  our  fresh  waters.  The  fresh-water 
eel  has  scales ;  the  conger  is  quite  a  different  fish, 
and  has  no  scales. 


^Letters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.^ 

UPSTREAM  WORM  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  practical 
amateur  anglers  who  practise  the  above  art  of 
upstream  clear  water  worm  fishing  for  trout  would 
answer  the  following  queries  :  — 

1.  The  best  rod  and  line  to  be  employed  ?  I 
have  been  lately  using  a  10ft.  6in.  fly  rod  with 
dressed  taper  line,  and  have  had  excellent  results, 
but  I  notice  that  some  use  a  double-handed  rod 
and  an  undressed  line. 

2.  Is  it  wise  and  right  to  strike  immediately  on 
the  perception  of  a  stoppage  of  the  line  or  a  bite  ? 
My  experience  last  week  tended  to  show  that  in 
many  cases  trout  stopped  the  worm,  and  seemsd  to 
shake  it  as  a  dog  does  a  rat,  and  if  struck  immedi- 
ately were  not  hooked,  but  on  being  allowed  a 
second  or  two  were  hooked  and  landed.  This  was 
particularly  noticeable  on  one  day  last  week,  and  on 
allowing  them  a  little  time,  five  consecutive  bites 
yielded  five  fish  all  hooked  in  the  lips  and  mouth — 
none  had  swallowed  the  worm. 

3.  Is  it  any  use  fishing  rapid  water  (like  the 
hang  or  head  of  a  stream)  where  there  is  no  ripple  ? 
My  experience  last  week,  when  fishing  a  river  for 
the  first  time  with  worm,  was  that  only  water  with 
broken  rippling  surface  yielded  trout.  On  other 
occasions  in  other  rivers  I  have  killed  fish  in  the 
tails  of  pools  and  in  the  heads,  as  well  as  in  the 
broken  waters,  and  this  on  bright,  hot  June  days. 

4.  The  best  worm  to  be  used  ?  I  have  had  good 
results  with  the  brandling,  though  it  is  at  times 
difficult  to  keep  on  the  hook. 

In  some  parts  of  Ireland  the  local  professionals 
use  a  pink- tailed  worm  that  is  tough  and  hard,  and 
not  too  large.  How  can  this  worm  be  bred  and 
kept  ? 

Any  remarks  on  the  tackle  or  fascinating  practice 
of  clear  water  "  worming "  would  be  of  use, 
perhaps,  to  some  of  your  readers,  and  would  be 
read  with  interest  by — Yours  faithfully, 

Thymallus. 


THE  ESK  AND  LIDDEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  fishing  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Liddel.  There  is  great  indigna- 
tion at  Newoastleton  and  other  places  on  the  banks 
of  the  Liddel  in  consequence  of  an  obstruction 
having  been  placed  across  the  Liddel  so  as  to 
prevent  salmon  and  sea-trout  from  getting  up,  and 
thereby  keep  them  in  the  River  Esk.  It  is  said 
that  this  has  been  done  by  the  authority  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch.  This,  if  permitted  to  continue, 
will  ruin  the  hotels  and  lodging-house  people,  who 
depend  for  their  livelihood  on  the  anglers  who  fre- 
quent these  places.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  it  is  illegal  to  bar  a  river  in  this  way.  If  so, 
is  there  not  an  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  in 
Scotland  ?  I  hope  you  will  raise  your  voice  in 
protest,  as  if  not  illegal  it  is  at  all  events  unsports- 
manlike and  unworthy  "noblesse  oblige." 

Perhaps  you  would  kindly  give  us  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  refers  to  the  obstructing  of  rivers 
in  the  next  number  of  the  Fishing  Oazelte.  This 
matter  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  Parlia- 
ment.— -Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Sinclair. 

[It  is  certainly  illegal  to  obstruct  the  ascent  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  into  waters  frequented  by 
them.  If  the  matter  is  as  described  by  Mr.  Sinclair 
it  is  pretty  certain  the  authorities  will  take  action, 
but  I  think  he  must  have  been  misinformed. — Ed. J 


FISHING  AT  WHICHFORD  MILL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  paper  of  June  17 
reference  was  made  with  regard  to  the  fishing  at 
Whichford  Mill,  River  Stour,  Warwickshire.  As  I 
only  returned  from  a  visit  there  on  Thursday  last  I 
read  the  note  with  much  interest.  Those  anglers 
who  have  visited  the  mill  and  complain  of  the 
fishing  cannot  possibly  have  givea  the  water  a  fair 
trial.  I  certainly  was  inclined  to  be  disappointed 
on  first  seeing  the  narrowness  of  the  stream,  but  on 
fishing  it  the  morning  after  my  arrival  aU  disap- 
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pointki^nt  vanished  when  my  first  cast  resulted  in 
a  Ub.  .rainbow.  During  my  visit  I  banked  seven 
brace  of  trout,  not  one  fish  under  8in.,  and  most  of 
^,  them  lOin.,  which  was  the  hmit,  and  some  llin.  to 
IHm.,  in  four  days'  fishing;  you  will  thus  see  the 
statement  that  there  are  only  8in.  fish  in  the  stream 
is  entirely  wrong.  Two  gentlemen  staying  there  at 
the  same  time  as  myself  had  good  sport,  there 
bemg  a  capital  rise  of  May  Fly  on  at  the  time.  I 
personally  saw  one  man  take  three  and  a  half  brace 
of  sizeable  fish  with  fly  in  about  two  and  a  half 
hours'  fishing,  besides  losing  several  good  fish. 
Another  man  took  a  splendid  conditioned  brown 
trout  of  nearly  1  lb.  weight.  Any  angler  visiting 
Whichford  Mill  will  find  a  most  obliging  host  and 
hostess  in  Mr.  and  Mis.  Cook,  who  do  all  they 
possibly  can  to  make  one  comfortable  and  provide 
excellent  food.  A  glance  through  their  visitors' 
book  IS  quite  sufficient.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
publish  this  letter  in  your  well-read  paper  and 
oblige— Yours  truly,  E.  Q.  R.  Pitts 

Bamsbury  Villa,  Waterside,  Chesham, 
Bucks,  June  20. 


FISHING  IN  FRANCE. 
Dear  Sib, — For  many  years  past  I  have  spent 
my  summer  at  Morannes,  a  beautiful  village  in  the 
Department  de  Maine  at  Loire,  in  the  west  of 
France,  where  there  is  excellent  fishing  on  the 
River  Sarthe,  a  beautiful  stream  as  wide  as  the 
Thames  at  Cookham. 

tit  is  practically  a  virgin  river  far  away  from 
Paris  (about  five  iTours),  and  in  a  most  picturesque 
country.  Living  is  very  cheap,  and  sport  is  excel- 
lent. It  IS  a  village  of  1400  mhabitants,  very 
ancient,  and  full  of  interest.  There  is  an  old  miU 
datmg  back  1000  years  with  stream  teeming  with 
fish. 

At  the  present  time  there  just  happens  to  be  a 
commodious  house  to  let  in  the  village  suitable  for 
a  small  English  family ;  there  are  eignt  rooms,  fine 
garden,  vines,  stabling,  etc.,  and  the  rent  is  only 
£14  a  year.  I  only  pay  £7  a  year  for  my  house  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  My  friends  and  I  shut  up 
our  houses  when  we  return  to  Paris. 

Morannes  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Angers 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in  France.  ' 

Should  any  of  your  readers  feel  inclined  to  settle 
down  at  Morannes,  they  had  better  write  to  Mr. 
Trouve,  notaire  there,  with  reference  to  the  house' 
and  he  will  furnish  full  particulars.  ' 

Morannes  is  reached  by  express  train  from  the 
Gare  St.  Lazare,  Paris,  the  terminus  of  the  London 
Newhaven,  and  Dieppe  route.    The  railway  fare' 
smgle,  IS  about  15s.— Yours  obediently. 
Napoleon  Abgles, 

Ancien  Solicitor  du  Consulat 
General  de  France  a  LondreSi 

211,  Rue  Saint-Honor6,  Paris. 


SOME  FISHING  QUERIES. 
<,E^^^  SiB,_In  reply  to    your  correspondent 

Moume,  under  the  above  heading,  worms  should 
be  scoured  in  moss,  not  too  wet ;  some  put  a  little 
milk  in  to  feed  them,  and  an  old  friend  of  mine  who 
used  large  lobworms  successfully  for  salmon,  fed 
them  with  mutton  suet  chopped  fine.  "Black- 
head'' worms  are  so  tough  that  fish  are  often 
missed  on  the  strike,  and  I  prefer  lobworms  or  dew- 
worms,  and  have  also  found  the  "  Edinburgh  nink- 
tails  "  useful.  ^ 

Large  minnows  and  small  gudgeon  on  proper 
tackle  are  good  natural  baits  for  salmon;  as  to 
artificials,  I  should  think  Rogan,  of  Londonderry 
or  Braddell,  of  Belfast,  would  supply  "  Mourne  '' 
with  suitable  patterns.  For  prawn  fishing,  especially 
in  low  clear  water,  I  recommend  baiting  on  a  single 
round-bend  hook  in  preference  to  the  usual  prawn 
tackles.  Fresh  boiled  prawns  are  more  effective 
than  those  preserved  in  glycerine.  Mode  of  fishing 
prawn  depends  very  much  on  depth  of  water  and 
strength  of  stream ;  sinking  and  drawing  with  a 
lead  about  half  a  yard  above  the  hook,  is  often 
successful,  and  I  have  known  anglers  let  the  prawn 
travel  along  near  the  bottom  below  a  goocf  sized 
float  —Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  15. 


June  24,  1906 


mended,  also  the  various  names  under  which  the 
best  vamish  for  the  purpose  is  sold.  I  find  that 
names  vary  greatly  in  different  places. 

The  varnish  is  to  be  used  on  sea  rods  and  to  pro- 
tect aluminium  reels  from  the  effects  of  water.  As 
only  a  small  quantity  will  be  required,  cost  is  no 
object.  Any  hints  as  to  where  the  varnish  can  be 
got,  mode  of  application,  time  required  for  drying 
before  second  coat,  etc.,  will  be  greatly  appreciated 
by  yours  truly,  Lochwood 

DRESSINGS  OF  IRISH  SALMON  FLIES. 
Dear  Sib,— Might  I  through  your  columns  ask 
for  the  dressings  of  all  or  any  of  the  followin<^ 
salmon  flies?  in  the  hope  that  some  angler  ac- 
quainted with  them  will  have  the  kindness  to  supply 
t<ie  information:— Thunder  and  Lightning,  Judge 
Butcher,   Zulu,   Fenian,   Wild   Irishman;  Sweep 
Wilkinson,    Durham    Ranger,    Orange  Anthony 
Yellow  Anthony. — Yours  truly, 

PuBPLE,  Red,  and  White. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Deab  Sie,— I  hope  to  spend  the  month  of 
August  at  Andermatt,  and  shall  indeed  be  grateful 
to  any  of  your  readers  who  will  advise  me  as  to 
what  tackle  and  what  flies,  etc.,  are  likely  to  be 
most  serviceable  for  trout  fishing  either  in  the 
River  Reuss  at  Andermatt  or  in  the  Lake  Ober- 
alpsee.  Are  the  chances  of  obtaining  good  sport 
sufficient  to  justify  the  addition  of  rods,  tackle 
etc.,  to  one's  impedimenta  ? — Yours  truly,  ' 

Sibford  Vicarage,  Rev.  A.  J.  Moxon. 

Banbury. 

THE  "  BATTISCOMBE  "  AUTOMATIC 
WHIFFING  LEAD. 
DE.A.B  Sib,— In  your  issue  of  May  27,  you  mention 
a  trial  that  has  been  made  with  the  "  Battiscombe  " 
whiffing  lead.  I  think  in  justice  to  myself  it  is 
only  fair  to  point  out  that  the  lead  so  tried  is  not 
the  lead  invented  by  me.    The  revolving  tube  is  an 


FISHING  AT  FGRDINGBRIDGE. 

Deae  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents inform  me  regarding  the  fishing  at  Ford- 
ingbndge,  on  the  Hampshire  Avon  ?  Whether  free 
or  what  charge  there  is.  and  full  information  of 
same  would  extremely  oblige  yours  truly,     H.  C, 

["H.  C."  should  send  a  reply-paid  ipostcard  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  Greyhound  Hotel  at  Fording- 
bridge,  and  ask  if  he  still  has  fishing  for  visitors 
and  what  the  charge  is. — Ed.] 

FISHliSTG  IN  ELSTREE  RESERVOIR, 
Deae  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  correspondents  tell 
me  anything  of  Elstree  Reservoir  for  pike  and 
perch  fishing,  and  about  weight  of  fish  caught  ? 
This  water  has  been  recommended  to  me,  but  I 
would  like  to  hear  some  account  of  fishing  there. 
Any  free  or  fairly  cheap  pike  water  I  would  be  glad 
to  hear  of  from  your  numerous  readers.  Thanking 
them  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,        O.  D.  A. 

RUBBER  SPLICING  TAPES  FOR  RODS, 
i  Deab  Sib, — Can  you  inform  us  who  are  the 
manufacturers  of  the  rubber  splicing  tapes  used 
for  sphce  rods  ?  We  have  tried  several  rubber 
houses,  but  so  far  have  faUed  to  discover  the 
makers.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— Yours 
'"■"■V'  John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Castleconnell. 

[Am  sorry  I  do  not  know  who  makes  rubber 
sphcmg  tapes.    Are  they  any  good  ? — Ed.] 


THE  MEDWAY  AT  WATERINGBURY. 
Deae  Sie,— I  am  desirous  of  fishing  the  River 
Medway  at  Wateringbury.  Can  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  oblige  me  with  any  information  7— 
the  fishing,  depth  of  water,  likely  swims,  best  place 
to  put  up  (close  to  the  river),  the  best  book  or  map 
on  this  river,  or  any  other  information,  will  be 
gratefully  received  by  yours  truly,   C.  H.  Evans. 


VARNISH  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sib,— Can  any  of  your  readers  enlighten 
me  as  to  the  very  best  varnish  for  rods  ?  I  have 
consulted  many  books,  and  cannot  find  any  very 
definite  information.  I  got  some  varnish  recently 
described  as  "best  body  or  coach  body,  copal  " 
On  discussing  the  matter  with  the  vendor  I  found 
that  he  called  this  a  "  Turpentine  varnish  "  I 
always  understood  that  an  "oil  "  varnish  was  best 
lor  resisting  wet,  and  on  consulting  Spon's  "  Me- 
chanic s  Own  Book  "  I  find  my  theory  confirmed. 

WUl  anyone  who  is  kind  enough  to  reoly  give  the 
composition  (approximately)  of  the  variush  recom- 


addition  put  on  by  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  and  I 
pointed  out  to  them  as  early  as  last  December  that 
if  the  tube  revolved  the  line  would  necessarily 
revolve  with  it  and  consequently  kink. 

I  append  a  drawing  of  the  lead  as  invented  by 
me.  The  lead  A  is  made  to  travel  for  a  short 
distance  up  and  down  the  wire  B  which  is  hung  to 
the  wire  C,  the  idea  being  that  the  pull  of  a  small 
fish  would  be  communicated  to  the  hand  holding  the 
line  with  greater  certainty  than  with  the  ordinary 
boat-shaped  lead.  The  line  cannot  kink  with  my 
lead.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  trying  the  lead 
personally,  so  cannot  seiy  whether  it  would  act  up 
to  expectation  or  not. — Yours  truly. 

The  Inventor  of  the  Lead. 


WINDERMERE  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sie, — We  have  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  accommodation  for  members  has  now  been 
provided  at  our  manager's  house  at  the  hatchery. 
The  house,  which  is  an  excellent  one,  is  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake  and  very  central  for  fishing. 
There  are  two  reception  and  three  bedrooms,  with 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  other  con- 
veniences. Inquiry  should  be  made  from  the 
manager  at  the  following  address  : — Jas.  Cornforth, 
The  Hatchery,  Cunsey  Old  Saw  Mills,  Windermete. 
— Yours  truly, 

George  Gatey  and  Son,  Hon.  Sees. 

Windermere. 


A  NOTE  FROM  BOULOGNE. 

Dear  Sir, — All  the  hotels  are  full ;  and  not  only 
that,  they  are  all  full  wp — reserved  for  the  Fleet 
and  the  families  of  the  authorities.  This  is  certainly 
the  best  hotel  here.  Excellent  French  cooking. 
Many  people  do  not  know  that  you  can  have  such 
an  ideal  Sunday  at  Boulogne— leaving  Charing  Cross 
at  10  a.m.,  and  leaving  B  julogne  baat  at  7.10  p.m. 
The  nicest  Sunday  outing,  I  think,  for  one  to  do. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Philip  Musgbave. 

Hotel  Meurice,  Boulogne. 


H4.IR  V.  GUT. 

Deae  Sie, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  in 
what  respect  horsehair  for  fly  fishing  is  superior  to 
fine  gut  ?  Personally,  I  caanot  see  wherein  it  can 
be,  as  fine  horsehair  is  much  thicker  than,  say, 
3x  gut,  but  in  the  face  of  this  I  am  assured  by 
experienced  anglers  that  good  basnets  can  often  be 
made  when  hair  is  employed  for  the  casting  line, 
while  anglers  of  equal  ability  can  only  induce  a  few 
trout  to  rise  using  the  finest  drawn  gut. — Yours 
truly.  Woodcock. 

[The  question  of  hair  v.  gut  has  often  been  dis- 
cussed in  our  columns,  and  never  settled.  I  advise 
"  Woodcock  "  to  test  the  matter  for  himself.  I 
believe  he  can  get  some  really  good  hair,  scarce  as 
it  is,  from  Mr.  Pickersgill,  of  31,  Rydall-atreet,  Hol- 
beck,  Leeds.  I  know  many  good  angler-i,  both  fly 
fishers  for  trout  and  roach  experts,  who  prefer  hair. 
Personally,  I  have  never  been  able  to  understand 
the  preference  for  hair,  because  you  can  get  drawn 
gut  so  much  stronger  and  finer.  I  have  killed  good 
fish  on  hair,  but  it  was  such  a  waste  of  time  I  gave 
it  up.  Still,  I  quite  understand  that  very  gojd 
anglers  do  prefer  it. — Ed.] 

GOOD  SPORT  IN  THE  SALISBURY  DISTRICT. 

Deab  Sib, — The  anglers  in  this  part  have  been 
having  fine  sport.  Mr.  E.  W.  Gawthorne,  fishing  on 
June  12  the  stream  in  front  of  t  ie  Town  Mill, 
landed  three  trout,  two  weighing  4lb.  each  and  one 
81b.  12oz.  This  large  trout  was  in  good  condition, 
and  measured  27-iin.  in  length  and  16Jin.  in  girth. 
Same  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper,  of  London, 
for  preservation.  ' 

Captain  Tatam,  fishing  the  Upper  Avon  at 
Bulford,  landed  a  grayling  weighing  21b.  7oz. 
Several  fish  of  lilb.  to  41b.  have  been  taken.  This 
8lb.  12oz.  fish  and  the  8lb.  taken  by  Mr.  Bowie  are 
the  two  best  this  season  up  to  the  present.  All 
these  fish  are  from  private  water. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Chamberlain. 
P.S. — Since  writing  this  several  fine  trout  have 
been  taken.  The  Rev.  Swaiuson,  of  Salisbury,  fishing 
the  Avon  (private  water),  landed  a  trout,  61b.  14oz. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidabh/  held  over,) 
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NAVY"  MIXTURE 

A   TRUHiY   DELIGHTFUI-  TOBACCO. 


MILD, 

1/8  per  i-lb. 
5d.  per  oz. 

MEDIUM, 

1/6  per  i-lb. 
4id.  per  oz. 


DIARRHCEA, 

During  the  last  half  century  everyone 
travelling  in  hot  climes  has  made  a  point 
of  carrying  some 

Dr.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

GHLORODYNE 

so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  immediately 
stop  an  attack  of 

DIAItltHCEA,  DYSENTERY, 
OR  CHOLERA. 

Hot  weather  in  the  British  Isles  strikes 
suddenly,  and  everyone  should  take  a  little 
precaution.  Don't  wait  till  you  actually  need 
the  Chlorodyne  ;  you  might  be  driven  to  sending 
a  careless  messenger  for  the  medicine  you 
require  who  might  accept  a  substitute. 

You  want 

Dr.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 
CHLORODYNE. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD  &  1,  2  &  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

TBLEGBAPHIC  ADDRESS  :  "  FiSHQIG,  LONDON."  TELEPHONE  :  1129  CENTRAL. 


THE 


YERNON   TROUT  ROD. 

 Suggested  by  R.  Warren  Vernon,  Esq. 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 

EPPS'S 

The  Cream  of  Cocoas 

COCOA 

The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


GILLETTS 


CELEBRATED 


WHOLE  CANE 
SALMON  & 
TROUT 
RODS, 


2  Tops, 

FBOU 

IS 


21 


BEST 

SPLIT 
CANE 
TROUT 
RODS, 

2  Tops,  Loek 
Joints,  Cork  Grip, 

Landing  Handle, 
JS2  :  2  :  O 


^J.  GtLLETT, 

^r40,   Fetter  La.no,W 
^  London,  E.C. 


9+  ft. ,  Steel  Centre,  Cane-Built, with  Two  Tops,  Cork  Handle,  rniversal  Winch  Fittings, 
^^s^      lockfast  Joints',  Corked  Stoppers,  Highest  Class  Finish  and  Workmanship.  Price£3  3  0, 

Langen  Schwalbach,  June  18,  1905. 
Dear  Sirs.— TTie  Vernon  Rod  you  built  for  me  continues  to  give  every  satisfaction.    It  is  a 
perfect  little  rod  for  fly  fishing.  Yours  truly,  R.  W.  VERNON. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  SENT  POST  FREE. 


BUMSTED'Sf^SALT 

BP  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


BURBERRY  SUP-ON  GOAT 

Downpours 
of  rain  driven 
by  a  gale  fall 
from  its  sur- 
face  in 
streams  of 
water.  Sleet 
and  snow  in 
a  driving 
nor'easter  fail  to 
penetrate. 

So  light  and  free 
from  condensing  heat, 
with  no  soaking  in  of 
moisture,  and  con- 
sequent weight  of 
water  to  carry,  it 
maintains  its  lightness 
during  a  long  wet  day. 

"The  principle  of  the 
Slip-on  is  a  fine  freedom 
everywhere,  which  keeps 
him  dry  and  imfettered 
during  a  hard  day's  work 
in  the  laia."— The  Field. 

"  J .  J. ,  J.  P. ,  Wenallt,  9/2/04. 
"I  have  had  several  of  your  Slip-on  coats,  and  as  a  country  doctor  I  have  found  them  most 
successful  in  every  respect,  and  since  using  them  I  have  practically  discarded  all  macintoshes.  I 
have  recommended  your  coats  to  several  of  my  friends  and  patients,  and  they  all  speak  very 
well  of  them." 


BURBERRYS 


30,  31,  '  t 
J  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE 


LONDON 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


G.  WOOD  &  CO., 

117,  Pinstone  St.,  Sheffield 

ARTIFICIAL 
FLIES 

Suitable  for   Derbyshire  and 
Northern  Rivers. 


THE  HERCULES 

GUT  CASTS. 


The  New  Turbine  Trout  Baits. 

Best  Articles  at  Moderate  Prices. 


NOTE. 

London  County  Counell 
Alteration  of  Number— 

24,  Knightsbridge, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 


Telephone :  4849  Gerrard. 
Works  :  CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 


DRY  FLY 
SPECIALISTS. 


To  help  you  to  obtain  a  correct 
imitation  of  the  fly  that  the  Trout  are 
feeding  on,  we  will  send  you,  on  receipt 
of  a  1  -,  a  bottle  containing  a  preser- 
vative. 

Place  the  Natural  Fly  in  the  bottle 
and  return  to  us,  and  one  dozen  imita- 
tions will  be  forwarded  to  you  within 
twenty-four  hours  on  receipt  of  2/7. 


TBE   riSBlKQ    OAZBTTK,   ,11'NK   S4,  190S 


C.  Little  & 

First-class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

RODS,  REELS  AND  LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

LITTLE'S  "  Anti-Kinker"  and  all  the  New  Patterns 
of  Sea  Leads  always  in  Stock. 


NEW  TURBINE 
LOACH  SPINNING 
BAIT  FOR  TROUT 
AND  SALMON. 


Sizes— IJ,  If,  2,  2§  inches. 


METAL,    RUBBER,  AND  SOLE  SKIN  SEA  BAITS, 
IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 


CoxYi-plete   Seal  Outfits. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


THE  HERCULES  "  GUT  CASTS  -^'^^y"'''''*^* 


at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 


CATALOGUE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


HENRY  WHITTY, 


ESTABLISHED  1819. 


15,  Basnett  Street, 
LIVERPOOL. 

Telegrams:  "i'lshing,  Liverpool." 


SPECtALITtES  s- 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  CANE  RODS,  GREENHEART  RODS, 

HICKORY,  ASH,  AND  BLUE  MAHOE  RODS. 

Made  in  the  Factory,  15,  Basnett  Street,  by  skilled  workmen. 

Agent  -for  IVIlLrjX^OCH'S  Reels  and  "Kingfisher"  Lines, 
"HEItCXJIL.ES"  Gut  Casts  and  Traces. 
LEONARD   (American)  Split  Cane   Rods,  £7  10s. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS. 

FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS  . 

For  any  in(ormatio->  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY   FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

HABRi   SI-RECKJjET,  Manager. 


BEST  BOOK  ON  EISH  CULTVBE  ever  pub.ished  :    'AH  AbglHK'B  PARADIOT  ahd 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.    "  ELaniiy  Gums  lo  Fish  Cultcrb,"  1/2  post  fiee. 
1,000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-mad"  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid.  il  /6  ;  or.  600  and  Tank.  7  6. 

Gentlemen  going  on  Fishing  Tours  in  this 
country  should  write  to  us  for  information 
as  to  suitable  Tackle.  We  have  all  the 
Best  Killing  Flies  for  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Salmon.  Every  requisite  for  angling.  Illustrated  Price  List  (100 
pages)  post  free  on  application. 

JOSEPH   BRADDELL  &  SON, 

Established  1811.  21,  Castle  Place,  BElLiFAST* 


IRELAND. 


THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER,  LTD. 

30  &  32,  WORCESTER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telephone  4924.  Telegrams:  "Angler,  Birmingham.'' 

THE  LARGEST  AND  MOST  UP-TO-DATE  STOCK  IN  THE  MIDLANDS 

ANGLING  OUTFITS  FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Send  for  a  sample  of  our  improved  "Jap"  Roach  Hook  to  selected  drawn  gut  of  perfect 
(luality,  post  free,  lOd.  Our  special  contracted  capless  Roach  Reel  (patented),  action  perfect 
warping  impossible,  post  free,  5/6.  Xhe  "Jap"  Roach  Rod,  14ft.,  mo.st  perfect  rod  on  the 
market,  carriage  paid,  7/6.  This  is  a  speciality  I  !  Trout  Flies  :— Yorkshire  Dressings  1/9  uer 
doz.,  post  free.  Our  "  Special "  Fly  Rod,  perfect  action,  10  ft.  6  in.  (greenheart  or  whole  cane) 
pigskm  or  cork  grip,  carnage  paid,  One  Guinea.  The  "Thomas  Incomparable  Casts  " 
tested  and  guaranteed,  tapered  :  Salmon,  5/-  each  ;  Trout,  1/3  ;  Roach,  9d.  ;  post  free.  ' 
Agents  for  Wyresdale  Fishery.  Advice  gratis  on  stocking  Pools,  Rivers,  &c. 
Special  Terms  to  Angling  Clubs. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  GORDON  HOTELS. 


GRAND  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  & 
WHITEHALL  ROOMS 
HOTEL  VICTORIA 
CROSVENOR  HOTEL  . 
FIRST  AVENUE  HOTEL 
HOTEL  METROPOLE  • 
HOTEL  METROPOLE 

BURLINGTON  HOTEL 

Renowned  for 
Tar 

GORDO 


CLIFTONVILLE  HOTEL  MARGATE. 
GRAND  HOTEL.      .  BROADSTAIRS 

(Closed  for  winter) 

LORD  WARDEN  HOTEL  DOVER. 
ROYAL  PIER  HOTEL    RYDE,  I.  OF  W. 
HOTEL  ROYAL  •      .  DIEPPE. 

(Closed  for  winter) 

HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  MONTE  CARLO 

(Opened  end  Jsov.) 

HOTEL  METROPOLE  .  CANNES. 

(Now  open) 

Good  Management.  Moderate  Charges, 

•iffs  on  application  to  tlie  Managers. 

M    HOTELS,  lL.td. 


LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

LONDON. 

BRIGHTON. 

FOLKESTONE. 

EASTBOURNE 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET.  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


Salmon  and  Tfwtjlies^  f or  Norway. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS  will  be  glad  to  give  advice  with  regard  to  the  best  Salmon  Flies  and  Tackle 
for  Norwegian  Salmon  Rivers,  also  information  to  gentlemen  visiting  that  Country  for  Trout 
Fishing.    Routes  mapped  out  and  full  particulars  of  best  fishing  districts  given.    This  information 
is  practical,  W.  J.  C.  having  visited  Norway  for  the  last  13  years. 

SALMON    and   TROUT   FISHING  TO   LET  IN   NORWAY,  SCOTLAND,   IRELAND,  &c. 


Particulars  sent  on  (ijjj^licatiou. 


SPECIAL  SALMON,  WHITE  TROUT,  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FLIES 

FOR  IRELAND. 

Write  for  Special  Booklet  on  Irish  Flies. 
Ca.ta,logue   of  Higlx-class  Rods   and   Tackle  FREE   to   any  a,ddx>ess. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Rod  Works,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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Steel  Ribbed  Challenge 


BRAND  RODS  ARE  THE  LIGHTEST  AND  STIFFEST  RODS  YET  BUILT. 

They  are  used  and  recommended '3 by  the  highest  hving  authorities,  viz.,  Messrs.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL,  Author  of  the  "Badminton 
Books  on  Fishing,"  &c. ;  WM.  SENIOR,  Editor  of  The  Field ;  ROBT.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette  ;  C.  W.  GEDNEY,  the  eminent 
"Dry  Fly"  authority,  Author  of  "Angline  Holidays,"  &c.  ;  G.  M.  KELSON,  the  well-known  authority  on  Salmon  Pishing,  and  Author  of 
"The  Salmon  Fly,"  "Tips,":&c.,  &c. 

From  Mr.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL,  the  well-known  authority  on  Angling :—  '  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  is  pleased  to  tell  Messrs.  Foster  that  the  ten  foot 
'  Steel  Ribbed '  Fly  Rod  ('  Dove  Dale '),  with  butt  of  whole  cane,  which  they  forwarded  to  Altnacealgach  in  July,  has  turned  out  well  and  been  much  admired.  After 
■&  good  deal  of  rough,  hard  work,  with  both  sea  and  brown  trout  (the  former  up  to  3^  lbs.),  it  shows  no  sign  of  wear  or  warping,  and  it  is,  moreover,  the  only  rod 
Mr.  Peimell  has  met  with  that  embraces  all  the  most  recent  improvements — or  which  he  regards  as  such." — Loch  Shiel  Hotel,  Sept.  4,  1904. 

From  a  later  leader  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  by  R.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor. — "I  have  this  season  fished  only  with  one  of  Messrs.  Foster's  light  whole  cane 
*  Dove  Dale '  Steel  Ribbed  Fly  Rods,  and  their  1900  pattern  '  Acme '  Line,  and  I  never  fished  more  comfortably — in  rain  or  shine,  with  the  wind  or  against  it. 
No  more  heavy,  wrist-breaking  rods  and  lines  for  me." 

"  BEST    YAHiXJE    IN    THE  MARKET." 

Unique  Testimony  from  an  Irish  Professional  Fisherman  and  Fly  Dresser  sent  to  an  inquiring  customer  of  his,  viz.,  Mr.  J.  D.  KELLY,  R.O., 

Draperstown,  who  sent  it  on  to  us. 

From  P.  MATHERS,  Castle  Street,  Omagh,  Co.  Tyrone. — "  Deak  Sib,— The  Rod  I  got  from  Messrs.  Foster  of  Ashbourne :  It  is  of  whole  cane,  with  greenheart 
top  and  is  steel  ribbed.  I  paid  21/-  for  it  four  years  ago.  Believe  me,  I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  recommending  this  rod,  only  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  value 
in  the  market  at  the  price.    There  is  no  such  thing  as  breaking  it." 


THE  "DOVE  DALE"  STEEL  RIBBEDi  ROD. 


This  is  the  Fly  Rod  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON  uses.  It  is  of  whole  cane  with  two  greenheart  tops  ;  it  has  all  modern  improvements  of  value,  including 
cork  handle,  lock  joints,  steel  ribbing,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  best  value  yet  offered  for  21  /-.  It  can  be  had  in  either  two  or  three  parts 
at  price  named.  Weight  averages  |  oz.  to  the  foot.  The  Rod  can  be  had  made  specially  for  Roach  (either  Trent  or  Thames  style),  or  for  Pike, 
with  one  top,  at  the  same  price,  viz  ,  21  /.  Sea  Rods,  to  same  specification,  with  either  loose  or  fast  pulley  end  ring,  price  14/6. 
Any  angler  may  test  the  value  of  "  Steel  Ribbing  "  for  himself  by  sending  his  own  Rod  to  be  Ribbed.  No  Rod  is  too  weak  aud  whippy  for 
successful  treatment.  A  Rod,  when  steel  ribbed,  will  throw,  on  the  average,  five  yards  farther  than  it  would  before  ribbing,  and  will  cast  much 
more  accurately.  Spinning  and  Bottom  Rods  are  made  inlinitely  more  powerful  by  the  addition  of  Steel  Ribbing.  The  increase  of  weight  is  less 
than  a  of  an  oz.  The  increase  of  stiffness  and  strength  is  about  double.  Thousands  of  testimonials.  Nine-hundred  and  ninety-nine  customers 
are  pleased  out  of  every  thousand  !  !  !  The  odd  man  generally  complains  that  we  have  stiffened  his  Rod  too  much  !  !  !  Any  Rod  under  12  ft., 
and  with  one  top,  can  be  ribbed  at  the  merely  nominal  cost  of  5/9  (which  includes  varnishing).  Rods  over  12  ft.,  3/6  extra.  Additional 
tops,  1  /9  eacli  extra. 


is  the  best  Hne  made.  We  are  the  only  house  that  manufactures  and  supplies  direct  to  the  consumer.  These  Lines  have  been  strongly 
recommended  by  Messrs.  FRANCIS  FRANCIS,  SENIOR,  MARSTON,  KELSON,  and  all  leading  authorities.  Prices  range  from  2d.  per 
yard,  and  thus  less  than  half  that  of  first  quality  lines  sold  elsewhere. 

Samples  and  Booklet  of  Testimonials  Free. 


FOSTERS'  FILiIES  have  more  than  held  their  own  for  the  past  seventy  years.  They  will  kill  on  the  clearest  waters 
everywhere.  Price  1/6  per  doz.  ("Dry,"  "Wet"  Fly),  eyed  or  on  gut ;  Best  Quality,  2/-  per  doz.  A  metal  box  with  cork  strips  is  presented 
iree  with  orders  for  1  doz.  of  latter  (postage  Id.  extra)  ;  a  similar  box,  4  in.  by  2|in.  (when  closed)  is  supplied  with  2J  doz.  Best  Flies  for  5/- 
and  \\d.  postage  ;  a  "Perfect"  Ply  Box,  6  in.  by  3|  in.,  with  5  doz.  Best  FUes  at  10/-  and  2d.  postage;  a  leather-covered  ditto,  or  an 
aluminium  box,  is  supplied  free  with  orders  for '10  doz.   Flies  at  2/- doz.,  postage  2i^.  extra. 

All  Flies  sent  out  Named.      Lists  of  Flies  Free  to  any  Address. 


NEW  (1905)  CATALOGUE,  272  PAGES,  JUST  ISSUED.      HUNDREDS  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

FREE  TO  ANGLERS  EVERYWHERE. 

Awarded  the  ONLY  GOLD  MEDAL,  International  Sports  Exhibition,  Crystal  Palace,  London,  1904,  for  Rods,  Lines,  Flies,  &c, 

HIGHEST  AWARD,  Piscatorial  Exhibition,  18S9. 

FOSTER  BROS. 

MIDLAND  WORKS,  ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

In  LONDON  our  Rods,  Lines,  &c.,  may  be  obtained  at  HARRODS'  LTD.,  Sports  Dept.,  Brompton  Road.  S.W. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  QRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

(dose  to  HOLBOBIf),  LONDON^  W.C. 

BEST  QREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
CORK  GRASP,  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Brazed  under  Slide,  Socket 
Spear,  and  Division  Bag  ...  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  22/- 

DITTO,  QREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE.    2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Snake  Rings, 

Bronze  Fittings,  Division  Bag      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  jg/G 

BEST  GUN  METAL  TROUT  REELS.    Hard  Steel  Check  Revolving  Plate. 

2i  7/6,  2i  8/6,  2i  10/6 

BRONZED  REVOLVING  PLATE  CHECK  REELS  2  in.  3/-,  2i  3/3,  2i  3/6 

BEST  WATERPROOF  SILK  TROUT  LINE5. 

Level  25  yards,  1/6  &  1/9  ;  30  yards,  1/9  &  2/2  ;  40  yards,  2/4  &  2/10 
BEST  GUT  CASTS.    3  yards.  Tapered,  x  stout  to  Ix  fine  ;  stout  to  2x  ;  medium  to  4x.   Qd.  each 

BEST  TROUT  FLIES.   Eyed,  or  on  Gut   1/- doz. 

BEST  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES.    4  Wings.  Eyed   1/6  doz. 

CATALOQUES  GRATIS. 

BRISTOL  WATER^WORKS  COMPANY. 

BL  AG  DON   RE  SE  RVOI R. 

The  Blagdon  Reservoir  is  one  hour  by  rail  from  Bristol.  The  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  Fishing  may  be  obtained  from  the  General 

Manager,  Bristol  Water  Works  Company,  Bristol. 
Charge  per  Rod  per  day,  £1  for  Fishing  from  a  Boat ;  10/-  from  the  Bank. 
As  Rods   are  limited  arrangements  must  be   made  beforehand  to 
prevent  disappointment. 

ANCLO-NORWECIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCiATION 

PRESIDENT:    COL.  W.  BROMLEY-DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 

The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operutlon  between  its  memberi  in 
ererythlng  affecting  their  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  Private  Agency  for  Letting  the  Fishinsn  or  SportUng  RIghti  of  iis  memben  in 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  ABSoolatlon  is  in 
a  petition  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  In  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


TURNBULL'S 

CATALOGUE 


OF 


NEW  ANGLING 
GOODS 

NOW  READY. 


'I  USE  TURNBULL'S  RODS  AND  TACKLE." 


Send  Name  and  Address  for  a  Copy  (free)  to 

R.  TURNBULL, 

10  and  12,  Hanover  Street, 
EDINBURGH, 


rrbe   Smoke   tl&a.t  S£i.tisfies. 


"  L'extravagance  de  la  perfection." 

TORTOISE=SHELL 
MIXTURE 


5cl-  p®*"       1/8  p®*"  i 

W.  A.  &  A.  C.  CHURCHMAN. 

Branch  of  tne  Imperial  Tobacco  Company  (of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland), 
■  -i  Limited. 


ENRIGHTSJODS. 

The  ONLY  Double=handed 
Events  ( International  Tournament, 
London,  1904),  Amateur  and  Pro= 
fessional,  were  Won  with  above 
Rods. 

Also  BRITISH  RECORD  CAST 
(34  yds.  2  ft.)  with  Single-handed 
ENRIGHT  ROD. 


CATAZOGUES  FROM 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  AND  SON, 

CASTLECONNELU 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY, 

berefohdsbise. 
Ill  many  waters  the  Natural  Food  Supply  requires  attention. 
Fresli-water  Shrimps,  Snails  (various),  Larvae  (various),  should  be  stocked 
in  all  suitable  waters.    Useful  Water  Plants  also  supplied. 

For  advice,  prices,  <£c.,  apply — 
THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Pembridse,  Herefordshire 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY. 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 


WATERS  INSPECTED  FREE  OF  CHARGE 

BY  EXPERT,  ON  PAYMENT  OF  Srd  CLASS  FARE  ONLY. 
Thf  f/reat  demand  for  the  famous  Fario  from  this  Fishery  necessitates  itie 
eniljf  sale,  to  male  room,  of  a  large  qtiantitt/  of  splendid  tu-o-ynar-old  Rainbows. 
C'astomers  boohing  now  tvill  secure  the  benefit  of  a  great  reduction  in  price. 
ADVICE  BY  POST  GRATIS. 


BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATERWORKS, 

ELAN  VALLEY,  near  RHAYADER,  RADNORSHIRE. 

During  the  present  fishing  season  the  fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  streams,  and 
lakes,  the  property  of  the  Corporation,  in  the  Elan  Valley,  is  open  to  subscribers 
on  the  following  terms : — 

SEASON  TICKETS    £5   5  0    i    WEEKLY  TICKETS        ...   £0  10  6 

MONTHLY  TICKETS       ...   £2  0  0    |    DAY  TICKETS    £0    2  6 

Copies  of  rules,  regulations,  and  any  other  information  may  be  obtained  from- 
Mr.  John  Jones,  Estate  Agent,  Penralley,  Ehayader ;  or  from  Mr.  E.  Antony 
Lees,  Secretary,  Water  Department,  44,  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 


RAMSBOTTOM'S 

Report  and  Price  List  of  the 

NEW  FISHING  OUT 


is  Now  Ready. 


Please  Send  for  a  Copy  to :— 


R.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

81,  Market  Street,  Manclxester^ 


Telegrams :  "  PISCATOR.' 


Telephone :  1539, 
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MURTON'S 

™"  UP-TO-DATE 
TACKLE. 

THE  LIGHT  WEIGHT  FISHING 

JACKET.  In  tweed,  23/6. 

BLACK  PROOF  COATS, 

30  to  36  ins.  long,  with  Inner 
Cuffs,  extra  light,  17/6. 

OUR  SPECIAL  NON-ABSORBENT 

FISHING  COAT.  Indraborfawncloth 
double  texture,  very  light,  35/- 

OUR  NOTED  FISHING  STOCKINGS 

From  13/6. 
TROUSERS-  From  22/6,  guaranteed. 
BASKETS  &  CREELS.  Best  French,  No.  2, 3/3  ;  No.  3, 4/0  ;  No.  4,  5/0 ;  No.  5, 5/6 

OUR  TYNE  SIDE  FLY  ROD. 

Three  joints.  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed 
fittings,   and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  9  or  10  ft.,   7/6 ; 

11  ft.,  8/6;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

BETTER  QUALITY,  double-braized,  superior  fittings  and  finish, 
9ft.  (1  top),  10/6;  9ft.  (2 tops),  11/6;  10ft.  ditto,  12/0;  lift,  ditto,  12/6; 

12  ft.  ditto,  13/6. 

THE  WANS8EGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  all  Greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  wood 
button,  tenoned,  brazed,  handsomely  finished  in  partition  bag :  8,  8J,  9,  9J 
or  10  ft.,  10/6 ;  10^  11,  HJ,  or  12  ft.,  12/6.  For  those  who  want  a  good 
serviceable  Rod  at  moderate  cost,, this  is  all  you  desire.  The  action  and 
finish  are  superior  to  many  higher  priced  Rods.  Ditto,  double  brazed,  two 
tops,8,8|,or  9  ft.,  12/6;  9J,  10,  or  lOJ  ft.,  14/6;  11,  11^  or  12  ft.,  17/6. 

SEND  FOR  OUR  "ANGLERS'  GUIDE,"  Post  Free,  3  Stamps. 
HENRY  A.  MURTON  I  8  &  10,  GRAINGER  STREET,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


THE  SIMPLEX  AQUATIC 
WEED  GUHER 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Cat!  be  pxed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.  It  is  the  simplest,  there- 
fore the  best. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  Tfte  Carisbrooke  Fisliing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


MAKERS  OF 
BEST  SPLIT  CANE 

RODS 

/LIGHT  AND  STIFF,  FOR\ 
DRY  FLY  WORK.  ' 


<5,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  James', 
LONDON,  S.W. 


Write  for  1905 
Illustrated  Cata- 
logue, Post  Free. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


IHrVENTORS  OF  THE   .    .  . 

'Xaxined.  Angola." 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"□[fanned  Angola." 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Tbe  "  Featliex>weiglit " 

WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/ 

See  Field,  June  80,  1900. 

WOOLLEN  WADING  SOCKS,  2/6 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  lElCESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS 


RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

ReAieA  aa  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  aold  by  mlnlnmm  meainrement,  not  by  arerage 
length.    MoUusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  flsb  and  pepslDe.  Sole  BrttUb 
A.g8nt    Inspection  Invited.    4pply  for  catalogues  and  price  list 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool 

(The  original  tyeps  of  Floating  Flies). 

special  Patterns  copied  to  order.  Holland's  Floating'  Flies  .nre  still  giving^  satisfaction.  Why? 
Because  they  are  made  under  the  direction  nf  a  Flv  Fisherman  witli  over  30  years'  experience.  We  know  what 
■lass  of  Flies  yon  want.  Try  them !  The  Halfbrd  Series  of  Flies  matched  direct  from  nature.  The 
greatest  triumph  in  Fly  Dressing.  These  Flies  will  kill  when  all  others  fail.  Use  the  correct  imitation  of  the 
natural  fly  on  the  water  and  you  will  kill  your  fish  every  time.   They  are  worth  a  trial. 

SPECIAL  FLY  FISHING  CASTS  AND  POINTS.         GUT  A  SPECIALITY. 
We-are  now  booking  orders  for  these  Flies.    Full  details  on  ajiplication.    Avoid  disappointment.  Amateur 
Fly  Dressers'  Requisites.   Selected  Hackles  on  Skins  or  Loose.    Dyed  Hackles  of  all  shades.   Olives,  etc.  Wool, 
Fur,  Mohair.  Condor,  Peacock  Quills,  etc.    Hooks,  Silk,  Wax  ;  all  at  very  reasonable  prices.    Gut  List  and  Cota- 
luijite  OIL  a ti plication.   Include  pontage. 


Nearly  30  years*  success  as  the  infallible 
Bait  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  other 
bottom  fish,  has  made 

KING'S  NATURAL 
(PASTE)  BAIT 

An  absolute  necessity  to  every  Angler. 
Sticks  well  on  the  Hook.  Two  Colours, 
White  and  Pink.   Packets  3d.  &  6d.  each. 


CEFtOLETJM. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats, 

Bees'  Wax,  &c. 
The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Cakes  6d.  and  is.  each. 


Of  TACKLE  DEAIEBS  at  home  and  abroad,  or 
direct  from  the  Maker, 

WIlL.L.IAiyi  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich. 

Postage  Extra. 


WALTER  JARVIS, 

Tliirty  years  in  a  JSedditch 
Fishing    Tackle  Warehouse, 

IS  NOW  PREPARED  TO  SUPPLY 

BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards  (six 

lengths  of  Gut),  tapered  FF  to  4x,  8d.  each. 
BEST  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS.  3  yards, 

tapered  fine  to  2x,  Gut,  6d.  each. 
SECOND  QUALITY  TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards, 

tapered  fine  to  2x,  Gut,  4id.  each. 
A  GOOD  TROUT  CAST,  3  yards,  3d,  each. 
BEST  HOOKS,  to  12  in.  fine  drawn  Gut,  5d. 

per  doz. 

BEST  HOOKS,  to  4x  drawn  Gut,  15  in.,  8d. 
per  doz. 

ROACH  HOOKS,  to  1  yard  Gut  bottoms,  1/1 
per  doz. 

DRAWN  GUT,  Ix  to  4x,  12  In.,  2/6  per  100. 

DRAWN  GUT.  5x,  15  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  NAMED  TROUT  FLIES,  9id.  per  doz. 

A  Libeml  Discount  allowed  to  Angling  Clubs  on 
parcels  of  50/-  and  upwards. 

Note  the  Address  : 

7,  ARCHER  ROAD,  REDDITCH. 
TO    ROACH  ANGLERS. 

Single  hair  selected  Roach  Bottoms,  half- 
dozen  2t- ;  or  25  lengths,  1/9  ;  50,  3/-.  Self- 
cocking  Floats,  four  sizes,  Od. — J.  PickERSGILL, 
31,  Eydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
iViidges. 

PRYOR'S  AMTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS 


DIRECTIONS.— Four  a  little  iuto 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT   OF    ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


//)  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKENHAM,  KENT. 

Special  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 
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AISTOLERS'   HOTELS,   FlSmiJO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Owi  0/  sij77i<  awti  sound  of  Railways.' 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensbam  Pond  Hotel 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  corneis  In  England, 
"  A  charming  spot  to  visit." 


Within  Easy  Distance  of  Two  Golf  Links. 

Coarse  Fishing  opened  June  2. 
Trout  Fishing  Now  Open. 


Lake  and  Btream  open  and  many  Good 
Fish  in  both. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Onineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  ~  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houiei.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  £oom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Geifpiths,  Frbhsham  Pohd.Chcbt. 
  Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADA1VIPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  PEEE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Perox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Pishing  on 
Eiver  Inver,  for  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route— Hail 
to  Liyershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inohnadamph. 
 _W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor, 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

KINGSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Eudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  ed.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8s.  6d.  per  day.  Summer,  fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  221  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL 

DOVE DALE. 

^HE  far  famed  resort  for  Anglers  on 
Izaak  Walton's  classic  rivers,  the 
Dove  and  Manifold. 

The  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  and 
close  to  the  rivers.  Write  for  full  illus- 
trated Tarifi  from — 

The  Proprietor,  WM.  EVANS, 

Post  town,  ASHBOURNE. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FEEB.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Eail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE 

(Via  Lairq,  N.B.) 

The  Anglers'  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox 
Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs.  Also 
First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  All 
Fishing  Free.  Good  Boats  and  Experienced 
Gillies.  Parties  can  be  met  at  Lairg  Station  by 
Motor  or  Carriage.  P.opHetnx. 


Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  cajitured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting  to  be  let  from  August  12th  to  October 
1st.  The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latteily  by 
10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in 
readiness.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

X.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor, 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

SEASON   OPENED   MARCH  1. 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  Eiver  Teify.    PEEE  to  Visitors.    Average  for  last  Two 
Seasons:  111  Salmon  and  300  lbs.  Trout.    i^Jlsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and 
m  bottle.     G.W.  Eailway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 
Inclusive  Terms.  10/6  per  day.  e.  SMITH,  Proprietor 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


LAKE-VYRNWY  HOTEL 


SPLENDID   TMOUT  FISHING, 

Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  Booked. 

IVIO  I>  E  RN  HOTEL. 

EVERY  COMFORT  &  ATTENTION.   ELECTRIC  LIGHT.  MODERATE  CHARGES, 
Station  :  PENYBONTFAWR. 

Telegraph:  "Hotel,  Lake-Vyrnwy."        Post:  "Lake-Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Llanfyllin.' 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

Garstang,  Lancashire. 


Pvojivietov 


500  Acrea  of  Water.  lo  Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

^"'^aZ'""*'  Ralnfow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Pootlnalis.   Yearllnirs,  two-year-olds, 
and  three-year-old.,  for  stocking  water.  Season  1905.    Bookings  now  beln/made. 

N«tar»lly.fea  Fish.   No  hoiat-fieBli,  making  bottom  fetders  and  oannibalB,  and 
prodaolng  dlsaasa  and  dtath.   Qnacantaed  tnt  rising,  sporting  fish. 

JVgg  Advice  by  Post,  Oorrespondenee  cordially  invited. 


SOOX7RXX3    H  O  T  E  la  . 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  Varied  fishing  attached  to  it 
and  IS  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  dottor,  and  posta 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA    FISHING.  EXTENSIVE   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 

N.B.—The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated.        MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


Entirely  Comfortable, 
Fixed  Prices, 


"NUELLENS  HOTEL" 

\  AIX-LA-CHAPELIiE  f  Aachen  ).t    Completklv  Renovated 
^H^M^^^^^^o^^n^M^    CREMEC,  Proi»-ietor. 


Of  the  Highest  Renown, 
In  Best  Position, 

OPPOSITE  THE 
ELISBNBRUNNEN. 

Under  same  management  and  in  conjunction  with  3  Bath  Hotels  and  D(ipendances— 
KAI8ERBAD  HOTEL,       NEUBAD  HOTEL.       QUIRINUSBAD  HOTEL. 

Rooms  from  3  marks,  and  in  d^pendance  from  2  marks.      Pension,  including  rooms,  from  8  marks  and  in 
.  dftieadance  from  4i  marks.  .  ui 

DTT^^^n^jTi'^V/t'^^  l/«™<wemen«  o/ers  to  Visitors  many  desirable  advantages. 

PENSI OK  BATES  FOB  KUE  QUE         LIFT.  Electric  Light.  Central  Heating.  Large  Garden 
Extract  from  13th  Edition  of  ••  Murray's  Handbook  "       This  hotel,  in  the  best  sifcuatiol 
IS  recommended  as  capital !  "  ' 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSGGIATION,  LIMITED. 
RODEL  HOUSE  &  FINSBAY  LODGE, 

With  the  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishings  in  JCJOXT^m  3S.A.XS.XSfZS  Outer 
Hebrides,  including  the  famous  Loch  of  Harris,  and  nunieroiITTtheT^xcellent 

Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Lochs.  TERMS :— Rodell  House  :  To  June  30,  £2  10s  per  week  ■  durinn- 
July,  £6  6s.  per  week  ;  from  August  1  till  September  20,  £8  8s.  per  week  ;  and  thereafter  £6  fis  dp? 
week.  FINSBAY  LODGE  :  To  July  15,  £2  10s.  per  week  ;  from  that  date  till  September  20  £4  10s  per 
week ;  thereafter  £2  10s.  per  week.  The  above  charges  include  Board,  Lodoinos  and  Ri^^'lit  of 
Fishing.    Extras  :  Boatman's  charge,  3s.  U.  per  day,  and  Is.  per  rod  daily  for%oats  when  used 

For  Particulars  and  Bookings  apply  to  the  Secretary,  Geokqe  D.  Stirling,  C  A  154  St  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow;  or  James  Dowell,  Sporting  Agent,  of  Lumley  House,  34,  St' James's  Street 
LoDdon,  S.  \V.  ' 


MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH. 

By  FBED.  MATHEB. 

A  handsome  volume  of  372  pages,  with  eight  Portraits.    Sent  post-paid  on  receipt 
of  price,  $2.00  =  8/4. 


It  was  a  happy  thought  that  prompted  Mr.  Fred.  Mather  to  write  for  the  Forest  and  Stream 
•eminiscences  of  his  fishing  companions.  The  chapters  were  received  with  a  warm  welcome  at 
the  beginning,  and  have  been  of  sustained  interest.  Mr.  Mather  has  enjoyed  a  fishing  comradeship 
with  a  number  of  interesting  characters,  and  has  in  an  unusual  degree  the  faculty  of  appreciating 
and  making  the  most  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  in  liis  angling  experiences  A  lar<'e 
share  at  least  of  the  charm  with  which  he  has  invested  his  characters  must  be  found  in  his  own 
personality,  that  touchstone  to  discover  in  others  the  entertaining  qualities  we  hai'e  all  so  much 
enjoyed  reading  about.  The  "  Men  I  Have  Fished  With  "  have  been  among  the  most  popular  series 
of  papers  ever  presented  to  Forest  and  Stream  readers. 


FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

MIKCtWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
rtsitors  In  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  BUllardB ; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  ifee. — Address  Propribtor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  mllea  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  foi 
visitors ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  orovrd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
oeirlog,  via  Chirk. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN    LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance:  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.  Salmon  Fishing 
opened  January  15.— Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free  ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Trout  Fishing  on 
Loch  Tay  and  River  Dochart  free  to  visitors. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Knight. 
Note. — All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor, 


ROYAL  OAK  HOTEL, 

LEOMINSTER. 

TWO  MILES  OF  EXCELLENT  FISHING 

on  the  Lugg,  above  the  town,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors.  Day  tickets  can  be 
obtained  from 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD, 

Proprietor. 


Best  Free  Fishing  Centre  in 
Britisli  Isles. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBOR,  Co.  GALWAY. 

Commanding  best  shores  of  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  both  for  Fly  and  Trolling.  Modern 
comforts.  Hot  and  Cold  Baths.  Splendid  Tour- 
District.  Motor  accommodation.  New 
management.   Boat  and  two  men,  6s.  per  day. 

GODFREY  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 

Book  Ballinrobe  Station. 

Wire  for  Cars,  "  Hotel,  Clonbur." 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

H  end  on,  Middleaeaa. 

Fis  lermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boajh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Freih  stocked,  860  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
Trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish  : 


Pike,  18  Inch, 
Chub,  7  Inch 
Rudd,  6  Inch, 
Tench,  8  Inch, 


Bream,  10  incli. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
GadgeoD,  i  Inch 


Coarse  Fishing  opened  on  June  15. 


TROUT  FISHING  in  the  BLACK  FOREST. 

Three  Rivers  well  stocked.  20,000  put  in  every 
year.  For  particulars  apply  to  ERNEST  LUZ, 

SCHWARZWALD  HOTEL 

FREUDENSTADT,  WURTTEMBERG. 

Railway  Line  :  Strassbourg,  Offenbourg, 
Stuttgart. 

nglers  &  Families  receiued  upon  moderate  terms. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOIO  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Jou<  Sent 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTDRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  GHIse,  and  Trout  Rods, 

— -  ■  ■  *  -  • . 

The  best,  most  reliable,  and  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

CUSTOMERS'  PATTERNS  CORRECTLY  COPIED  AND  DESPATCHED  PER  RETURN  POST    SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Jas.  Ogden's  "  Multum  in  Parvo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.      SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

JAS.    OGDEN'S  NEW      INVICTA  "  FLY  (Registered),   6/-  per  dozen. 


The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Og^den  eng^aged  in  the  fishing:  tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


The  New  York  Herald,  July,  1894,  says:— "The  best  Fishins  Rods 
in  the  world  are  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Wyers  Fr&res." 

WYERS'  SERIES 

SPANISH  ROSEAU  RODS  FOR  ALL  KINDS 
OF  BOTTOM  FISHING. 


i 


No.  1090. — Four  pieces,  two  bamboo  tops, 
straight  ferrules,  silk  bindings,  hollow  butt  to  hold 
extra  top  for  tight  line  fishing. 

Lengths       13      15        16^      18^       20         21i       25  feet. 

Prices    6/-  6/9  7/6  8/6  10/-  11/6  14/- each. 

No.  1091. — Ringed,  and  winch  fitted,  in  bag. 
Prices  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/6  16/-  18/-  22/-  each. 

TESTIMONIALS. 


8t7t  August,  1900. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that,  using  your 
Roseau  Rod  and  fine  wire  hoolcs,  I  tool4  tliree  first  prizes-,  one 
£8,  one  £24,  and  one  Medal,  at  the  International  Fishing  Com- 
petition of  1900. 

The  rod  is  a  perfect  model  of  precision  and  lightness. 

GOETHIERS, 

Louveciennes. 

Dear  Sirs,  Arbois. 
On  the  recommendation  of  'a  friend  I  purchased  one  of 
yo\ir  Roseau  Rods.  I  was  astonished  when  I  received  it,  liut  I 
was  more  astonished  the  day  after,  when  I  caught  a  Pike  of  14  11)3. 
with  it  in  the  Rhone,  and  without  the  rod  suffering  in  the  least.  A 
trcjut  of  5  lbs.  succeeded  the  pike  eight  days  after,  and  although  the 
rod  was  only  made  for  Roach  and  Bream,  it  worked  magnificently 
when  landing  the  above  fish. — Yours  truly, 

CHARLES'  CENEVAZ. 

These  Testimonials  furnish  added  proof  of  the  fact  that  Wyers 
Freres'  Rods  are  unsurpassed  for  general  handiness,  perfection  of 
Balance  design,  and  soundness  of  construction,  They  are  a  positive 
aid  in  acquiring  skill  in  all  kinds  of  Angling. 

WYERS  FRERES, 

"CONTINENTAL   WORKS,"  REDDITCH. 

If  you  are  interested  write  us  now.  and  we  will  send 
you  our  Fine  Illustrated  Cttalogue,  Post.  Free. 


J.  E.  MILLER,  LEEDS, 

Northern  Angler's  Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  STREET. 

Sample  dozen,  assorted    2/- 

NIGHT  FLIES. 

Bustards  2/-  dozen. 

EVENING  FLIES. 

The  "Beck  Moths"  3/6  dozen. 

Special  Midge  Casts    1/-  each. 

„       Evening  „    1/-  >i 

„       Night      „    9d.  „ 

TWO  GOOD  THINGS. 

THE  "WEE  CHAPMAN."  THE  "ARIEL"  FLIGHT. 

With-  3  trebles   1/3  Price  Vd.  each. 

„    5   1/6    With  long  swivelled  Trace    each  1/2 


t  ^ 


ffor  clear  water  Trout  Fishing  these  two  minnow  tackles  easily  hold  the  lead. 


LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  Quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  10^ ft,,  lift.,  lT/6. 

These  Rods  are  all  built  from  a  specially  selected  cane,  having  a  thick  hard  centre  wliich 
far  surp.asses  any  previous  make.  They  are  light  and  powerful,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being 
equally  suitable  for  casting  either  a  short  or  a  long  line. 

The  Largest  and  most  Up-to  date  Stock  in  the  Kingdom. 
Sec!   Cci.ta.lo^ue   (post  free). 
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English,  Scotch,  d  Norwegian  Angling  Agents. 

ENGLISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH 
SHOOTINGS, 
GROUSE  MOORS  &  DEER  FORESTS. 

Norwegian  Elk  and  Ryper  Shootings. 

Austrian  and  Hungarian  Shootings. 

ENGLISH  &  SCOTCH  ESTATES"  FOR  SALE. 

Only  Address  :— 

"lUmley  house," 

34.  St.  James's  5t.,  London,  S.W. 

(One  door  from  Jei-myn  Street). 


June  24,  1905 


NOTICE. 

Ail  the  Works  by  "The  Amateur  Angler 
(E.  Marston)  may  now  be  had  at  the  Office  of 
the   FISHING   GAZETTE,   or  the  PUBLISHERS 
CIRCULAR,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS  FOR  1905. 

QRKLA.— Upper  BEAT,   suitable  for 
<me   Rod,   with   comfortable  Farmhouse 
accoiiimodatiun,  available  from  now. 

QRKLA.— DOMBU  BEAT ;  good  for  30 
*  o,^H?  Salmon  and  Grilse,  average  from  15  lbs. 
to  >o  lbs.  ;  Farmhouse  in  centre  of  beat.  To  Let 
August  and  September. 

SUNDAL.— FAHLB  BEAT;  Whole 
Beat  available  for  June-July  ;  Hotel. 

QULA.— Upper  BEAT  available  from 
now  to  end  of  Season,  or  as  may  be  arranaed  • 

nice  Beat  for  two  Rods,  with  comfortable  Farm 

house  accommodaticm 

SOUTH  NORWAY.  -  Bank  -  casting  I 
RIVER  from  tidal  water  to  Foss,  with  well- 1 
furnished  Villa  Residence  ;  available  from  July  1 
to  July  31.  ,  ' 

AUGUST  to  14th   SEPTEMBER  — 

MBSTAD,  GRANDE  and  JORUM  BEATS 
on  the  Namseii  ;  the  two  former  Beats  yield 
exce  lent  and  reliable  catches  of  Salmon,  Grilse, 
and  .Sea-Trout :  suitable  for  lars^e  parties. 

AUGUST  to  14th  SEPTEMBER.- 

GULA  RIVER  ;  two  BEATS  with  comfort- 
alile  I'arnihouse  accommodation  ;  together  or | 
separately  ;  yielding  heavy  bags  of  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Sea-Trout.  Elk  Shooting  convenient. 
SWEDEN.— Splendid  TROUTING,  over 
2,000  lbs.  Trout  should  be  got ;  Ryper  and  Elk 
Shooting  ;  lodge  on  river  ;  photo  at  office. 

£50  FOR  THE  WHOLE  SEASON. 

A  magnificent  TROUTING  in  SWEDEN, 
principally  in  Lakes  yielding  very  heavy  trout  ■ 
also  right  of  Shooting  Elk  and  good  Ryper, 
Blackgame,  Capercailzie,  Snipe  and  Duck  The 
owners  are  willing  to  accept  this  low  rent 
in  Older  to  have  this  Shooting  and  Fishing 
better  known.  It  adjoins  well-known  Shootin"-s 
and  preserves.  Details,  map,  &c.,  from  Mr 
Ja.me.s  Dowell,  of  Lumley  House,  34,  St.  James's 
Street,  London,  S.W. 

ELK  SHOOTING.— Five  Elk  rights  in 

Namdalen  ;  farmhouse  ;  trouting. 
STAG  SHOOTING  (near  Pilsen,  in 
Bohemia)  to  LET  for  the  Season,  the  property 
of  a  Prince  (who  is  shooting  in  Alaska  this 
Season)  ;  50  Stags  with  fine  heads  (100  hinds 
included  if  desired),  numerous  Roe  Deer,  400-500 
brace  of  Partridges,  Wild  Duck  ;  good  Trouting  ; 
grand  forest  and  health  resort ;  luxuriously 
Furnished  Shooting  Lodge  of  nine  bed  and 
guests'  rooms,  hall,  dining  and  sitting  rooms, 
bath,  servants'  accommodation ;  also  linen  and 
china,  &c.  ;  only  thirty  hours  from  London ; 
ideal  place  for  house  party ;  Carlsbad  and 
Marienbad  within  easy  reach  ;  horses  and  auto- 
mobile could  be  provided ;  all  supplies  easily 
obtainable. — Photos  at  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley  & 
DoWELL's,  Lumley  House,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
London,  S.W. 


AFTER  WORK. 

FRAGMENTS  FROM  THE  WORKSHOP  OF  AN  OLD 
PUBLISHER. 


EDWARD  MARSTON,  F.R.G.S. 

("THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER"). 

Demy  Bvo.,  pp.  358,  cloth  extra.    Price  10s.  net 

25  Pull-page  Plates. 

Long  reviews  in  all  the  most  influential  journals 
London  and  the  provinces,  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
America,  Africa,  and  the  Continent  of  Europe— all  of 
laudatory  character— suliicieutly  attest  the  fact  that  it 
contains  matter  of  much  interest  to  a  great  number  and 
variety  of  people. 

(Published  by  Mb.  William  Heinemann.) 


Published  in  1884.    Now  out  of  print  and  scarce. 

AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'S  DAYS  IN  DOVE  DALE 


Fcap.  8vo.,  luith  several  Illustrations,  2s.  &d.  net. 
Special  Limited  Edition  on  Handmade  Paper,  6s.  net 

DOVE   DALE  REVISITED. 


Athenaeum.—"  A  pleasant  record  of  pleasant 
places." 

Scotsman,—"  A  charming  little  volume." 


Yo  rks  h  i  re  Post. — "  He  just  takes  you  with  him. 
Queen. — "Just  as  such  a  book  should  be  written 
St.  James's  Gazette. — "  Fascinating  reading.' 


16mo.    Is.    Cloth,  gilt  edges. 

FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW. 

Nature.—"  Both  in  suliject  and  treatment  it  is  a  gem." 

Saturday  Review.—"  A  real  acquisition  to  lovers  of  natural  history." 

Athenaeum.—"  The  '  Amateur  Angler '  writes  as  agreeably  as  ever." 


l&mo.    Is.    Cloth,  gilt  edges. 

DAYS  IN  CLOVER. 


Daily  News.—"  Delightful  records  of  holidays  by  river  and  lake  side 
Illustrated  News.— "  Delightful  to  the  contemplative  man." 
Athenaeum.— "Another  pleasant  contribution  to  literature." 


Fcap.  8vo.    Is.  and  Is.  M.    (Large  Paper  Edition,  6s.,  out  of  print.) 

BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM. 

Globe.—"  He  knows  how  to  write  charmingly  about  the  pastime  he  loves.' 
Speaker.—"  There  are  passages  in  it  of  quite  idyllic  charm." 
Athenaeum.— "Another  of  those  tasteful  and  agreeable  volumes.' 

Fcap.  Qvo.     Second  Edition,  with  Portrait,  2s.    Edition  de  Luxe,  6s.  net. 

AN   OLD   MAN'S  HOLIDAYS. 

World.--"  '  An  Old  Man's  Holidays '  is  perhaps  the  most  delightful,  as  it  is  the  most  diverse,  of 
the  series  which  begun  with  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale,'  and  revealed  in  its  author  a  humorist  as  gentle 
and  as  genial  as  Charles  Lamb." 

County  Gentleman.— "  Extremely  bright,  and  told  with  a  ring  of  sportsmanlike  enthusiasm 
and  love  of  Nature  s  beauty,  which  is  vety  taking." 


Fcap.  8vo.    Is.  6d. 

ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY. 


to  all  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the 


SGOTGH  AND  IRISH  ANGLINGS. 

JULY,  £20.— Excellent  SEA  TEOUT 
RIVER  in  Argyllshire,  about  one  mile,  both 
banks.   Hotel  accommodation. 

PIVER  DON.— Several  BEATS,  yielding  I 

good  Trout  Fishing,  from  now  to  end  June  ;  I 
hotel  accommodation  convenient  for  each  of  the  | 
Beats. 

PERTH.— Small  HOUSE,  700  feet  above  I 
sea  level,  magnificent  views,  available  to  I 
Let  with  some  capital  pools  on  the  Tummel ;  | 
rent  £20  per  month,  any  period. 

PLACKWATER.— June.   Section  with! 

completely  Fiu-nished  Cottage;  rent  only 
£35  ;  situated  on  best  portion  of  river. 
pIFE.— Small  RESIDENCE  to  LET| 

for  two  or  three  months,  or  till  Christmas  ; 
Golf  1{  miles;  Trouting;  200  acres  Shootings, 
surrounded  by  well-stocked  preserves. 

TUNE  and  JULY.— BANFFSHIRE  I 
"  COTTAGE,  with  excellent  Trouting  and! 
occasional  Salmon,  on  one  of  the  best  Sections! 
of  the  River. 

pOR    SALE. —  A  large  Selection  of  I 
Sporting,   Residential,   and    Agricultural  I 
Estates  in  Scotland  and  England. 

For  particulars  of  above,  and  many  other 
Sportings,  apply  to 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  "Lumley  House,"] 
34,  St.  James's  Street,  London.  S.W. 


Daily  News. — "Will  be  welcome 
acquaintance  of  this  delightful  writer. 

Bookseller.—"  Will  give  unstinted  pleasure  to  every  lover  of  nature." 
World.—"  Shows  the  author  of  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale '  at  his  best." 


Fcap.  8vo. 

SKETCHES  OF 


Half-parcliment,  gilt  top,  6s.  net. 

BOOKSELLERS    OF  OTHER 
DAYS. 


Globe. — "  One  of  the  daintiest  books  ever  turned  out  by  his  firm." 
Athenaeum. — "  Undeniably  interesting." 

Bookseller.—"  A  large  amount  of  exceedingly  interesting  matter." 


Fcap.  8vo.    Half-parchment,  gilt  top,  5s.  net.      Edition  de  LiLxe,  10s.  Qd.  net. 

SKETCHES  OF  BOOKSELLERS  OF  THE 
TIME   OF   DR.  JOHNSON. 

Times,  April  4,  1902.  — "In  the  present  'Sketches,'  which  Mr.  Edward  Marston  has  recently 
reprinted  from  the  Publishek.s'  Cikcolar,  many  of  the  ancient  stories  are  revived  by  a  writer 
who,  as  the  doyen  of  the  London  publishers,  has  certainly  a  claim  to  be  heard." 


Fcap.  8vo.  5s. 


Ilhistrated.    The  work  went  through  six  editions. 

Only  a  few  copies  left. 


FRANK'S  RANCHE;   OR,  MY   HOLIDAYS  IN 
THE  ROCKIES. 


Any  of  the  above  Works  will  be  sent  Post  Free  on  receipt  of  the 
Advertised  Price.  P.O.O.  may  be  made  payable  to  Mr.  R.  A.  LARDENT, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


MAPLE  &  GO 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD 
LONDON. 


EXAMPLE  OF  AN 
INEXPENSIVE 
SMOKER'S  CABINET 


SMOKER'S  TABLE,  in  Fumigated  Oak, 
with  Metal  Hinge  Plates  ;  Interior  fitted 
Drawer,  Sliding  Tray  and  Rack  for  Pipes, 
28  m.  high,  15  in.  wide,  12  in.  deep, 
£1  5s.  6d. 

Write  for  "L  P"  List  of  Folding 
Card  Tables,  Smokers'  Cabinets,  Writing 
Tables,  Cigar  and  Cigarette  Cases,  and 
other  useful  presents  suitable  for  gentle- 
men. 


MAPLE  &  CO 


N 


AVAL,  SHIPPING,  AND  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION,  EARL'S  COURT. 

Noon  to  11  p.m.    Admission,  Is. 
Navai,  Oonsteuction,  Aemaments, 
Shipping,  and  Fishebies. 
NELSON'S  Centenary  Relics. 
FISHING  VILLAGE. 
MODEL  OP  "VICTORY." 
Grand  Naval  and  Military  Concerts. 
Go  on  Board  the  full  size  Cruiser, 
Real  Batteries  of  4-7  guns,  Hotchkiss 

and  Maxims. 
The  Cruiser  is  manned  by  a  crew  of  150 
Handy-men. 

PANORAMA  OP  THE  BATTLE  OP 

TRAFALGAR. 
West's  "Our  Navy."    Captive  Plying 
Machine.  Fairy  Grotto,  Burton's  Great 
Red   Indian  Village.      Voyage    in  a 
Submarine. 
Famous  Sea  Fights.    Tillikum  Canoe. 
FISH  RESTAURANT  IN  QUEEN'S 
COURT. 


G- X3  SB*  rxr  X.  3e:  js . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/8,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEKSGLLL,  U,  Market  Place,  Kelghley, 
York. 


WOTMS  RUIN  FURS 

A  9 


keatingIpowder 


KILLS  MOTHS.BEETLES&FLEAS 
Tins  3d,,  6d.&l/- 
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SUMMERJEASON,  1905. 

WALBRAN'S  WORLD-FAMED  MIDGE  FLIES,  either  on  finest 
drawn  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  2/-  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  SPECIAL  MOTHS  for  evening  fishing,  four  patteins, 
on  eyed  hooks,  2/6  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  EDEN  BUSTARDS,  "Dicky"  Routledge's  patterns, 
white,  brown,  yellow,  and  red,  on  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  2  /-  per  doz. 

3  yd.  Gut  Casts  for  Bustard  fishing,  9d.  each. 

3  yd.  Tapered  Gut  Casts  for  fine  fishing,  12  inch  lengths  of  gut, 
1/-  each;  10/- per  doz.    2  yd.,  8d.  each;  7/-  per  doz. 

First  quality  Drawn  Gut  Casts,  ix,  2x,  3x,  and  4x,  each'  strand 

of  gut  12  inches  level,  9d.  each ;  8/-  per  doz. 

No  better  Casts  than  these  are  procurable. 

SPECIAL  NEW  FLY  FOR  BLAGDON. 

THE  GOLDEN  DOCTOR,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor 
of  The  Fishing  Gazette.  Made  in  several  sizes ;  most  suitable, 
1  /3  and  1/6  each,  on  best  eyed  hooks.  Also  made  in  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  sizes. 

THE  BLAGDON  CAST,  1/-  each;  10/-  per  doz. 


CA.T-A_X;iOCrXT3EIS 


Simply  £i,dclx>ess 


WALBRAN,  LIMITED, 

LEEDS, 

General  Manager— FRANC\S  M.  WALBRAN. 

Central  Offices  &  Show  Rooms:  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

WiEES  :  "HALcyoN,  Leeds." 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Tackle 
Manufacturers. 

THE  IWULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  21  /-. 

THE  PERFECTION  BUILT-CANE 

MULTUM  IN  PARVD  ROD,  42/-. 

THE  WHOLE-GANE  TWO-JOINT  TROUT  ROD 

Beautifully  Finished  and  Balanced,  12/=. 

RODS  BUILT  TO  CUSTOMERS'  OWN  PATTERNS. 

BEAUTIFULLY  FINE  UNDRAWN  CUT  CASTS, 

lOs.  pex*  dozen. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  21-  per  Dozen. 

TESTIMONIALS. 


Hartington,  Derbyshire, 
May,  1903. 

Dear  Sirs, 

The  Built  Cane  Rod  you  sent  me  is  a  cliam- 
pion  ;  it  was  tlie  means  of  Mr.  W.  ordering  une. 

Yoiirs  faithtuUy,  H.  0. 


Ware,  Herts., 

May.  1903. 

Sirs, 

I  duly  received  tile  Built  Cane  Rod.  I  never 
paid  so  much  for  a  Rod  before,  but  after  trying 
it  I  do  not  begrudge  the  money. 


All  the  Firm's  Specialities  are  on  view  at  Earl's 
Court  Exhibition. 

mw  CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


\0\  G 


AERTEX 

THE  ORIGINAL 

CELLULAR 


A  <  *  1  *  1  «  •  A  • 


THE  HEALTHIEST 

SMrts  &  Dnderiear 

Illustrated  Price  List  of  full  range  of  Aertev 
Cellular   Goods   for  Men,   Women,  and 
Children,  sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

ROBERT  SCOTT,  Limited,  24,  Queen 

Vietopia  Street,  E.C. 
OLIVER  BROTHERS,  Limited,  417, 
Oxford  Street,  W. 

And  1,000  other  Depdts  in  London  and 
Provincial  Towns  of  U.  K.  See  Price  List 
for  Names. 


•»*»•«»• «i 

IIIMIIIWIB    III  H 

i?'  i  • « •  S '  r  •  2 '  Sl»i* « 2'  *  •  • » 


Telegrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK." 


Telephone.  No.  11X1. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,   Retail,   and  Export 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
Acme  Works,  NEWARK-ON-trent. 

The  ''MOMARD"  Roach  and  Bottom  Rod. 

Three  joints,  11  feet  long,  made  as  follows  :  best  selected  E.I.  cane 
butt  aud  middle  and  greenheart  top  joint,  fitted  with  best  miiversal 
winch  fittings,  cork  handle,  partition  case,  and  beautifully  finished. 
Price  12s.  6d. 

Maker  of  Rods,  Reels  and  Tackle  for  all  kinds 
of  Fistiing  in  all  parts  of  the  World. 


THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  WORLD. 


EXTRACT   FROM  LETTER. 

'■  Nottingham,  June  3ii,  1905. 
"  Deae  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  Rods  and  Keels  made  to  my  order,  please 
accept  my  thanks  for  same,  and  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  these  are  vastly 
superior  for  river  fishing  to  any  other  of  this  make  that  I  saw  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  last  June ;  the  balance  and  finish  of  Bods  is  perfection,  and  the  Reels  the 
very  best  I  have  ever  used. — Yours  truly,  P.  W.  K.  W." 


Agencies  in  Prance,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 


vm 
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By  Royal  Warrant  Manufac- 
turers to  His  Royal  Highness 

THE  PRINCE  OP  WALES, 


The  Hardy"  Rods  used  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  in  1904,  and  won  no  less  than  Ten 
Championships,  against  seven  by  all  other  makes 
(English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and  American),  were  built  of 


(f 


PALAKONA 


39 


REG' 


And  to  His  Majesty 

THE  KING  OF  ITALY. 


NOTE.—Under  a  secret  process  this  bamboo  is  seasoned  to  spring  quiclcer  tban  tempered  steel. 


Alnwick,  June  1st,  1905. 

DEAR  Sir, 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  "  Palakona "  (Regd.)  Cane  Built 
Fishing:  Rods  are  guaranteed  harder  and  more  steel-like  than  any  others 
manufactured.  This  material  makes  a  rod  fully  30  per  cent,  harder  and  stiffer, 
consequently  these  rods  are  considerably  lighter  than  any  others.  No  other  cane- 
built  rods  should  be  purchased  by  those  who  appreciate  fme  quality,  perfect 
balance,  and  everlasting  wear.  Cane-built  rods  of  American  or  other  British 
manufacture  are  of  little  value  when  compared  with  "Hardy's,"  and  remember  you 
can  purchase  a  "Hardy"  for  3  guineas.  It  is  impossible  in  an  advertisement  to  give 
any  idea  of  the  many  specialities  designed  and  manufactured  by  us  in  Rods,  Reels, 
Flies,  Lines,  &c.,  &c.,  but  in  order  that  you  may  get  an  idea  we  will  send  you  free 
a  copy  of  our  large  Angler's  Guide  and  Catalogue  (worth  2/6)  on  receipt  of  your 
address.    Either  send  us  a  post-card  or  call  at  any  of  our  branches  and  ask  for  one. 


Branches- 


61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

[  12  to  14,  Moult  St,  MANCHESTER;  and  5,  South  St.  David  St.,  EDINBURGH. 


HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 


June  24,  1905  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  ix 

C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Lm 

X91,    STRAND,    LONDON,  W.C. 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTRICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  TWO  MINOTES'  WALK. 

FARLOW'S  " PERFECTMJCHT^A^  OR  GRILSE  RODS. 

In  Greenheart,  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy 
Rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft.,  3  pieces,  fitted  with  all  the 
latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules. 
We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  Rods  much  lighter  than  fornjerly. 
In  balance  and  action  the  Rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  improved 
principles ;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15s.,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £,3  5s.,  with  two  Tops. 

FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES. 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will.  The 
alloy  used  in  these  Reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that  they  will 
stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    3^      3|      4       4^      4^  inches. 

Weight  (about)    9       10^     12      13i     14^  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART 

TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10s.  each ;  snperior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  eacli  Rod.) 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

Leonard's  Celebrated  American  Split  Bamboo  Fishing  Kods. 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9  ft  to  10^  ft,  4  oz.  to  7^  oz.  each.  Salmon  Rods,  74ft,  15ft,  d  16ft,  about  21  oz.  to  23  oz.  each,  in  stock. 
^ImIm  books  ozo-  ^BrGihx.xzirci-  kxip-t  for  s^x-xi. 

Price  List  for  1905.     250  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

C.  FARLOW  &  COh  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

Telephone  :  No.  2620  Gerrard,  Telegrams :  "  Greenheart,  London." 
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FLO AT AN E 

AND 

Floatane  gut  polish 

AME  IN  DISFENSABLE 
TO  DRY  FLY  FISHERS. 


Prom  all  Tackle  Dealers ;  op  from 
W.  DODDS,  7,  Eastgate,  Peebles. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A.  Special  Consignment  of  Che  above,  ver; 
thin  In  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Bods,  Id  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1/8  to  2/6 
each.  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Rods,  &c 

H.  WHIHY,  IS.  Bisnett  St.,  Liverpool. 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Oood  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  PROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London. 


10/21,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
"HOMESPUN"  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades ;  pure  wool ;  stylish, 
durable ;  unexcelled  for  fishing,  shooting, 
and  golfing  suits  and  costumes ;  patterns 
free.  Thomas  Copithoenb,  Bantry, 
Ireland. 


WORIVIS. 

Specially  prepared,  ready  for  use,  Maiden- 
dews  and  Brandling  Worms,  1/3  per  box. 

MAGGOTS. 

Clean  and  freshly  bred.  Very  large.  Send 
P.O.,  1/3,  for  sample  tin. 

PRESJSRVSO  BAITS. 

Bright  and  tough  preserved  Minnows, 
Sprats,  and  Gudgeons,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free.  Lob  Worms  for  Salmon,  2/6  per  box. 

J.  E.  MILLER,  19,  New  Station  Street 

(Northern  Anglers'  Depot),  Leeds. 


STORER'S  Coventry  -  made 
Plaited  Silk  Lines  are  giving 
great  satisfaction. 

Undressed  silk,  from  1/6  per  100  yds. 
Enamel-dressed,  from  1/-  per  20  yds.,  any  length. 
Wax-dressed  (a  new  process),  very  strong,  from 

Sd.  per  20  yds. 
Cable-laid  linen  lines,  from  1/3  per  100  yds. 

FOR  CASH  ONLY. 
Send  Addressed  Envelope  for  Samples, 

J.  STORER,  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer, 
13,  Much  Park  Street,  Coventry, 


GOOD  ACCOMMODATION 

FOB 

VISITORS  OR  ANGLERS. 


FLANDERS,    3,    River  Terrace, 
ST.  NEOTS,  Hunts. 


H.  «JOHN^SO]Nr, 

GUT  MERCHANT. 


Send  six  stamps  for  three  SAMPLE  CASTS, 
fine,  medium,  and  strong,  and  see  Quality. 

BEST  SELECTED  DRAWN  OUT,  3,  4,  and  5x, 

13  in.,  2/6 ;  15  in.,  3/- ;  18  in.,  4/-  per  100. 

BEST  TIIIDRAWII  GTJT,  2x,  fine,  16  in.,  2/6 ; 
18  in.,  3/-;  20  in.,  3/6  per  100. 

GTJT  CASTS,  FIESi;  aUALITT,  1  yard,  1/4; 
2  yards,  2/6 ;  3  yards,  3/6  per  doz. 

BEST  SOLID  PLAITED  EOACH  LINES,  per 
100  yards,  1/6  ;  BAEBEL,  2/-  j  PIKE,  3/^. 

BEST  NOTTINGHAM  LOBS  AND  BAG,  3/4 

per  1,000. 

THE   TRADE  SUPPLIED. 


155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham 


THE 


BYSTANDER. 

Pvioe  6d. 

Jlti  Illustrated  weekip  Journa 

(Isined  by  the  Proprietor*  ol  TKe  OrapMc). 


EVERY  TUESDAY. 


Office:  Tallib  St.,  Whitbvbiabi,  E.Q, 


Artistic^Decorations. 

THE  FOUR  CELEBRATED 
SHOOTING  SUBJECTS 

After  GEORGE  MORLAND. 

In  Old  Style  Frames,  3Iack  and  Gold 

with  Black  Mount. 
Price  2s.  3d.  each,  the  set  9s.;  or 
2s.  6d.  each,  the  set  10s.  (carriage  paid) 

in  United  Kingdom. 

Catalogues  free  on  application  to 

GRAPHIC  OFFICE, 
Find  Art  Deoaptment,  190,  Strand,  W.C, 


FISH  PRESERVED  AND  MOUNTED 

Entirely  new  style  (Keglatered  by  Koyal 
Letters  Patent).   First-class  work,  low 
charges. 


Plsb  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist, 

BLOOMSBUBT,  BIBJUINGBAIU. 

Club  Secretaries  should  write  for  Special  Terms. 
Nearly  300  Testimonlali,  all  entirely  unsolicited 


PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Bod  Ring  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.  List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


THE  WELHAM  PARK 
FISH  HATCHERY,  Ltd.. 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE. 

Brown  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow, 

WATER  PLANTS,  INSECTS,  AND  ADVICE. 

Apply— Donald  Waikbr,  Managing  Director. 


x^ooK :    iLiOOK : 

BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

The  Best  early  BAIT  fop  Trout  and 
all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fish  is 

THE  CADDIS  GRUB 

Half  pint,  1/3,  post  free. 

THFATTFR  2,  broad  marsh, 

in£i/VIVC<n,  NOTTINGHAM. 


MILLER'S  CELEBRATED 
YORKSHIRE  FLIES. 


19,    NEW    STATION    STREET,  LEEDS. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE  FISHERY 

Book  to  Wimbledon  Pakk  Station. 

Seasons  this  year  from  February,  1905,  till 
February,  1906,  One  Guinea  (Pikeing  in- 
clusive). Two  Eods  allowed.  Punts,  2/6 
per  day.  Day  Fishing:  1/-  One  Rod; 
2/6  Jacking,  Two  Rods.  Water  has  been 
freshly  stocked.  Dry  and  Wet  Fly,  also 
Salmon  Casting,  taught  by 

A.  NEWHAM,  Water  Bailiff. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  B.  Fario,  8.  Levenensls,  S.  Fontlnalis, 
uid  BalnbowB  ;  also  fresh  water  IMolluBca, 
liaataoeans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larvae,  &o. 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Ta.ken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE.  HASLEMERE. 


FISHERMEN  SHOULD  ALL 
SEE  HEARDERS'  EXHIBIT 

.  .  AT  .  . 

Naval  &  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Earl's  Court,  London. 


YACHTING  SECTION.  —  Fishdig 
ViLLAGE.-See  their  365  D,  and  Challenger 
Bait  that  took  16 J  cwt.  of  PoUock  on 
three  rods  in  three  days  at  Plymouth. 
Manufactured  only  by  the  inventors. 
Wholesale  or  retail. 


HEARDER  &  SON, 

195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth 


ESTABLISHED  1770. 


THEAKER*S 

PLAITED  FISHING  LINES  ARE  WELL 


KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


ROAOH   per  100  yards  1  6 

Barbel     ...         „  2  0 

PiKH    „  8  6 

SALMON       ...  ,,  4  6 

send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
ttatoh  fisniag.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
8  iaeh  drawn  gut,  from  8x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz. 
1.3  iach  gut,  Id.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz. ;  2  yards 
it.  id,,  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  8s.  6<i.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob 
worms  and  Bag,  3s.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM, 


Birkbeck  Bank 

ESTABLISHED  1861. 

2\  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Deposit  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Current  Accounts  on  minimum 
monthly  balances  when  not  drawn  below  £100, 

Advances  made  to  Customers,  and  all  General 
Banking  Business  transacted. 

Apply,  C.  F.  BAVBNSCROFT,  Secretary, 

Southampton  Buildings,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 


SPROUSTOM,  KELSO. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Files  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Hail  and  Passenger  Steamers, 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall ; 
LUMLEY  &  DO  WELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C. 


PROUrS  DUBBIN 

will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING.and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 
T)ip1oma  awarded,  Fislierief' 
■Blxhibitfon.  1883. 
Gold  Medal,   Capetown,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  Ac. 

3d.|  6d.«   1/.,   X/8   FEB  BOX. 

1  stamps.    FBOTTT.  afi.  Beik  St.,  liondon.  W. 


Sample  per  post 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSON  LYALL&Co,,Ltd. 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  ttieic 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  Is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
GAZETTE. 

The  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  tile  Britisli  Empire. 

Price  6d.  By  Post,  6^d. 

Offices:  22,  Essex  Street,  Stband, 
London,  W.C. 


CI  f\Tr\  FOR  DRY  FLY 
■    l-W  I  \Jm  FISHING. 

In  Improved  Bottle,  Is.  post  free. 

Spread  on  the  Fly  every  half  hour  or  so  ; 
splendid  results  obtained. 

L.  BEEDLE,  Chemist,  OldTpafford. 


TTfTORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
*  '  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  Foe  Cash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  scoured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  3 
gross  do.,  3s.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Haedy  Beob., 
5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


BOOTH'S  '97  Light  Roach  Rod 

Three  joint,  balanced  handle,  cane,  lancewood 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings ;  best 
bag ;  lightest  Rod  used.  lOi,  11,  and  12  feet 
5/4,  5/10,  and  6/6.  I  have  some  ready, 
carriage,  id. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE  JOINT  BAMBOO  ROACH 
ROD,  5/8. 

Balanced  handle,  11  ft.  snake  rings,  winch  fit- 
tings, lancewood  top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage  id. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it. " — Marston,  Pishing  Oazette. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  CUT  (per  lOO),  20 

in.,  3/11.    First  Quality. 

15  in  DRAWN  CUT,  4X,  3/9  per  100. 

BOOTH'S    LINE   CUARD  (BegiBtered), 
Sd.  and  6d. 

SEA  FISH  ATTRACTOR,  3/6. 

Write  for  Wholesale  List  of  Sea  Fish  Attractor, 
Line  Guard,  and  Gut. 

BOOTH,  Fishing- Rod  Maker, 

Paragon  Street,  Hull. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  Knollvs  Is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  '  London  and 
Environs.' " 
"Nothing  better  coold  be  wished  for.'— 
BritiOi  Weekly. 
"A  brilliant  book."— The  Timet. 
"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  Daily  Graphic. 

"  Particularly  good."— Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4tl|  EDITION, 

REVISEDp  BMm 

New  maps  and  plant. 
Bv  E.  O.  COOK  and       24  Maps 
E.  T.  COOKt  and  Plana. 

60  lUustra- 
tiona. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastboume,  Hastings.  Bourn e- 
mouth,  Exeter,  Sidmouth,  Exmoutn,  Teigmnooth,  Daw- 
Ush,  Torquay,  Paignton.  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor, Falmouth,  Penzance,  St.  Ives.  Newquay,  Tintagel, 
Olovelly,  Bideford,  mfracombe,  Lynton.  Mmehead* 
Exmoor,  Wye  Valley.  Severn  Valley,  Bath,  Weston-super- 
Mare.  Malvern,  Hereford.  Worcester.  Gloucester,  Llsui- 
drindod  Wells, Llangollen.  Bala.  Aber,  Llandudno, Col wyn 
Conwaj,  Penmaenmawr,  Llanf airf eohan .  Bangor, 


Carnarvon,  Bettwsycoed.  Snowdon.  Rhyl,  DoUelly,  AB 
Btwyth,  Towyn,  Barmouth,  Oriccieth,  Pwllheli,  Norwich, 
Tarmouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broada.  The  Isle  of  Wight 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use  ' 

DAELIirOTON'8   HAKBBOOKS,   li  Xaoh. 
liLAitaoLLEN  :  Darlington  &  Co.  London  :  Sdcpkimi 

New  York,  &  Paris  :  Brzntano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellers. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  — Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery.  Ruins,  etc.,  in  Switzerland,  Italy,  Greeoe 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  PalesUn* 
vaa  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  is.  6d.,  and  Sb. 
List  PoHt,  Pr«e 
Darlington  &  Co.,  LlangoUea. 


LONDON 

AND  T.  COOK,  M.A. 

ENVIRONS. 


THE   flHBINO    GAZETTE,   JUXE   24,  190S 


SAMUEL  THOMAS  &  SONS,  LiP' 


mriiolesa.le  Only. 


Esta.l>lis]a^ed  X830. 


Manufacturers  of  FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  HOOKS,  FLIES  and  TACKLE  of  every  Description. 


THREE  i FIRST 

PRIZES, 
MELBOURNE, 
1881. 


LONDON, 
1862. 


The  "  Thomas  "  Brook 

Bod,  10  ft.,  weight,  5  oz. ; 
the  strongest  Kod  for  the 
weight  ever  produced. 

THE  "THOMAS"  TOURIST  ROD. 

Specially  designed  to  meet  the  retiuirenients 
cf  anglers  desirous  of  limiting  their  rod  outfit 
when  on  bottom  or  Pike  fishing  excursions, 
at  the  same  time  enabling  them  tx)  deal  with 
practically  any  local  conditions,  each  set  of 
parts  in  itself  being  a  perfect  Fishing  Bod. 
The  rod  is  made  in  light  parts,  a  combination 
of  carefully  selected  greenheart  and  whole 
cane.  These  eight  sections  make  in  their 
various  forms  eight  perfect  fishing  lods,  viz.  : — 

1.  5  ft.  6  in.  Heavy  Pike  or  Boat  Rod. 

2.  7  ft.  6  in.  Pike  Spinning  Eod  (very  strong). 

3.  7  ft.  6  in.  Light  Trolling  Rod. 

4.  9  ft.  6  in.  "  Thomas  "  Punt  Rod. 

5.  10  ft.  6  in.  Perfect  light  quick  striking 
Roach  Rod. 

6.  12  ft.  6  in.  General  Roach  or  Bottom  Rod 
ilight  but  stiff). 

7.  12  ft.  6  in.  Perfect  light  Roach  Rod. 

8.  14  ft.  6  in.  Light,  quick  action  Bottom  Rod. 
Produced  to  reach  the  public  from  10/6  to 

31  6  each.  A  key  to  the  parts  issued  with 
each  rod.  Section  8  is  a  landing  or  gaft  socket 
piece  6  in.  long,  which  makes  up  from  a  2  ft. 
to  a  C  ft.  landing  handle. 


ONLY  FIRST 
PRIZE, 
SYDNEY, 
1880. 


PARIS, 
1878. 


The  "  Thomas  "  Reel 

(Patent),  contracted,  im- 
proved mechanism  ;  the 
most  perfect  Roach  or  Pike 
Reel  on  the  market. 


THE  "THOMAS"  HOOK  TO  GUT 
AND  TACKLE  CASE  ROD. 

This  neat  i»nd  novel  case  possesses  several 
unique  features  which  the  Trade  and  Anglers 
will  appreciate. 

The  goods  are  packed  in  half-dozens  in  even 
or  assorted  sizes,  the  tag  showing  wlien  packed, 
allowing  easy  reference  to  contents,  which  are 
readily  removable  and  as  easily  replaced. 

If  the  doal>le  case  is  not  required  it  can  be 
divided  at  perforation,  each  half  then  forming 
a  complete  and  secure  package. 

All  our  best  quality  Hooks  to  Gut  and 
Tackles  are  packed  in  this  case.  Anglers  are 
i-eqtiested  to  observe  the  Trade  Mark. 


Teleeraphle  Address : 
Telephone : 


"  THOMAS,"  EEDDITCH.' 
No.  39  Eeddlteh. 


THe  word  "THOMAS"  is  a 

guarantee  of  the  Highest  Quality. 

The  "Thomas"  Incomparable  Casts  are 
guaranteed  perfect,  therefore  best. 


Have  You  Sick  Headaches? 
Have  You  Indigestion? 


Take 


Worth  a 
Guinea 
a  Box. 


PILLS 


To  cure  Sick  Headaches. 

Sick  Headaches  mean  an  over- 
taxed stomach  and  a  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs. 

BEECHAM'S  PILLS  have 
proved  themselves  a  boon  for 
the  cure  and  prevention  of  those 
depressing  symptoms.  A  dose 
will  remove  the  immediate 
cause,  and,  if  repeated  for  a  few 
days,  will  enable  your  system  to 
work  normally. 

To  avoid  Indig^estlon. 

This  distressing  disorder  is 
caused  by  a  poorly-working 
stomach,  which  is  in  need  of  a 
little  help  and  a  tonic.  No 
matter  how  bad  it  may  be,  a 
doze  of  BEECHAM'S  PILLS 
will  speedily  give  relief. 

Take  BEECHAM'S  PILLS 
according  to  directions  and  the 
trouble  will  disappear. 


Prepared  only  by 

TBOMAS  BEECHAM,  St.  Helens,  Lanes. 

Sold  everywhere  in  Boxes,  Is.  IJi. 
(56  pills)  and  2s.  9d.  (168  pills). 


THE  SATURDAY 
WESTMINSTER. 


One  Penny. 


A  many-featured  weekly  journal  (16  or  20  large  pages),  of  high 
literary  and  general  exeellenee,  with  all  the  eharacteristics  of  the 
sixpenny  reviews,  but  containing  in  addition  four  or  five  Cartoons 
by  the  famous  earieaturist,  "  F.  C.  G.,"  Fiction  by  clever  writers, 
fas3inating  Literary  Problems,  with  prizes  for  their  solution,  and 
various  other  attractions  changing  from  issue  to  issue ;  the  whole 
comprising  a  unique  week-end  periodical  for  lovers  of  good  reading. 

The  8ATDBDAY  WESTMINSTER  is  published  on  Friday  night  for  olroulatlon 
in  London  and  throughout  the  country  first  thing  Saturday  morning. 

Postal        (   INLAND— is.  8d.  a  Quarter;   6Si  6d.  a  Year. 
Subscription:   \  ABROAD— 2s.  2d.  a  Quarter;   8s.  8d.  a  Year. 


ADDRESS  .■— 


THE  PUBLISHER,  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTER,  TUDOR  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

.TACK  EODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  Se.  9d.  Hlokory  do.,  2  tops,  6«.  U  t« 
10s.  ^.  ;  Hlokory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15  ft.,  broBze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  dlvliloi  bac 
ard  spesr  wlU  make  Jack  Eod,  10  ft.  6  In.,  12s.  ed.  ;  *).,  double  brazed,  lis.  6d.  to  21«.  M 

EEELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  8*  in.,  1«.  dd.  ;  4  in.,  Zs.  6d.  ;  moveable  check,  si  In.,  U. 
4i  .,5«.  ;  bronzerevolvlagplate.checkreels,  81n.,6s.6d.  ;4in.,9s.6(i.  Brass,  solid  backs,  3  In  ,  is  Id. 

LINB8  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lliiei, 
20  yar«U,  7(J.  ;  Tanned,  Si  ;  60  yards,  Zs.  ;  Cable  Laid  Cord,  66  yards,  7Ki. 

TRACES  (&at  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  6d.  ;  Twisted  Gut  de.,  from  7<L 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  id. ;  Pennell's,  iid. ;  Jardlne's,  8d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Sooks,  lH.  each. 
1«.  &d.  per  doz.  ' 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  M.  each,  very  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  1«. ;  Devons,  Totnes.  and 
Minnows,  from  ei  each.  GXTT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  td.  ;  "rishlng  Oaaette  " 
Gossamer,  Sd.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

PoBtage  extra  on  aU  Orden.   AU  Ordert  mutt  be  acccmpanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMANS  U,  b'-^Sibr)  93,  WANDS  WORTH  RD.,  S,  W.. 

(Nkablt  Oppositb  Old  Shop). 
 CATALOGUES    POST  FREE.  

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

io  IliDgtritid  Preocb  ADgllog  Paper,  pnbllsbed  the  l8t  ud  19tb  ol  itch  moDtb. 

Anmial  Subscription,  4s. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wteks  Fberhs,  30,  Qual  de  Louvre,  Pari*. 


GAMAGE'S  3  Rods,  Reels.  &  Tackle 


THE  GAM  AGE  "REFEREE"  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD  (stained  green),  3  joints,  2  tops,  double 

^  wonderfully  light  and  weU-balanced  Eod. 
GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  10,  lOJ,  and  11  ft.,  from  5s.  6d. 

THE  GAM  AGE  ■■CHALLENGE"  (English  built  Split-Gane)  FLY  ROD,  fitted  with  lock  joints,  cork 
eiu^'i'^'c  32s.  6d. ;  if  required  12  ft.,  2s.  extra. 

T,  A® Vl^^'^'"' '  "^^"^^  ^"-^  ROD,  3  ]omts,  2  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  cork  grip,  10,  10*.  and 

11  ft.,  20s.  o    ri  1 

OUR  SPECIAL  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  2  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  cork  grip,  10,101, 
and  11  ft.,  19s.  6d.  o  t-i  . 

TROUT  FLIES  on  gut  from  Is.  doz.;  ditto,  eyed  hooks.  Is.  doz.    DOUBLE-WINGED  TROUT 

f  ^'^f  "^AY  FLIES,  with  straw  silk,  and  detached  silk  bodies,  2s.  6d. 

doz.    SUPERIOR  SALMON  FLIES  from  Is.  3d.  each.  ,    o  ««. 

THE  "  GAM  AGE"  CAST,  made  from  the  finest  selected  gut,  each  Cast  tested  before  being  sent  out.  Best 
Drawn  Tapered  from  Stout  to  4,  3  yds.,  7d.  each ;  Fine  Medium  or  Stout,  6d.  each. 

Elies  tied  to  .inrjlei-'s  own  Pattern  at  Shortest  Xotice. 

A.  W.  GAWAGE.  LIMITED.  HOLBORN.  LONDON,  E.G. 


Please  write 
at  once  for  our 
Complete 
lustrated 
Fishing  List, 
Post  Free  to  any 
Address. 


THB  nSBlf/O   GAZETTE,  JUNK   ''4,  1905 


S.  ALLGOOK  &  GO..  L 


Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK,  REDDITCH." 
Telephone  :  No.  2,  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  Sc.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  22  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Awarded  the  *  GRAND  PBIX,^  Paris  Exhibition,  1900— highest  award  ever  given. 

NOVELTIES  FOR  1905. 


No. 

6037  Superior  ^lisli  Split  Cane  Single 

Handed  Spinning  Rod  for  ovechead  casting,  9J  and 
7J  ft.,  two  joints,  two  tops,  cork  handle,  solid  winch  fittings, 
with  agate  bridge  and  end  rings,  lock  joints,  and  rubber  button. 

6036  Very  superior  Ditto,  with  short  cork  handled 

butt,  middle  and  two  top  joints,  lock  joints,  &c.,  7J  and  9J  ft. 

6043  The  "Allcock"  Standard  Steel 

Wood  Sea  Rod,  graduated  winch  fittings,  two  joints, 
double  brazed,  rubber  button,  porcelain  rings,  7  ft.  i 

6044  The  special  two  joint  "  Baden  Powell  "  Split 

Cane  Fly  Rod,  length  llj  ft.,  weight  8J  oz.  This  Rod  has  been 
specially  buUt  for  W.  Baden  Powell,  Esq.,  upon  lines  laid  down  by 
him  in  his  "Rod  Building  on  a  Curve  System,"  an  account  of  which 
appeared  in  The  Field,  Dec.  31,  1904. 

5788  Patent  Suction  Joint,  simple  and  effective, 

cannot  be  thrown  apart,  no  asternal  fittings ;  can  be  fitted  to  Trout 
and  Salmon  Rods. 

5131  Aerial  Reel  in  all  Aluminium,  with  gun  metal 

Iin«  guard,  4J  in. 

5130  Wood  Sea  Reel,  brass  cast  star  back,  optional 

check,  brass  fittings,  brass  lined  at  beick,  solid  brass  flange,  pear  shaped 
nandles,  in  solid  cup,  oblong  collets,  brass  front  plate,  winged  nut, 
4,  ^,  5,  5J,  6,  7,  and  8  in. 

5841  The  "Otter"  Wading:  Landing:  Net 

Complete.  Wood  rirtg,  short  18  in.  E.I.  cane  handle, land  knuckle 
joint,  belt  spring,  bronzed  fittings,  good  quality  net. 

5838  Improved  "  Paragon  "  Rustproof  Steel 

Landing  Ring  to  screw  into  handle,  with  net  and  handle  com- 
plete.   Light,  strong,  and  portable. 


No. 

5321 


The  "Dee"  Phantom  Spinning^ 

Bait,  in  assorted  colours,  mounted  with  3  treble  hooks  on  gut. 

5320  The  "Turbine"  Spinning:  Bait, 

Devon  pattern,  painted,  gilt  or  silver. 

4486  Patent  "Turbine"  Loach  Spin- 

ning  Bait,  spiral  outside. 

5159  Best  quality  Pig:skin  Gut  Cast  Caso, 

Trade  Mark.  with  6  washleather  pockets,  backed  with  parchment, each  pocket 

marked  with  name  of  strength  of  gut. 

5768  Aluminium   Salmon   Fly   Box,  with 

German  silver  clips,  to  hold  80  single  hook  flies. 

5769  Aluminium  Sea  Trout  and  Trout  Fly 

Box,  with  84  and  168  German  silver  clips. 

5658^  Patent  Eyed  Fly  Box,  in  best  "London" 

finish,  15  divisions,  with  lid  to  each. 

5658f  Ditto,  9  divisions,  with  lid  to  each, 

5775  Patent  Zinc  Bait  Can,  with  sliding  per- 
forated tray  to  raise  baits  to  surface  for  selection. 

5779  The  "Q,"  a  cheap  Folding  Stool  for  anglers, 

theatre  goers,  &c.  Adjusted  in  a  moment.  Nothing  to  got  out  of 
order.    Very  strong  and  portable,  folds  quite  flat. 

5606  The  "Baden  Powell"  Sectional  Pike 

Float,  built  in  5  cork  sections,  total  length,  4J  in.  Can  be  reducsd 
at  will. 

5770  The  "Litewate"  Mackintosh  Fishing: 

Coat  for  anglers,  toui-ists,  &c.,  complete  with  waterproof  Carrier  and 
Strap.  Dark  or  light  shade.  The  lightest  and  most  poctaUt 
Mackintosh.    48  x  40,  50  x  42,  52  x  44  in. 


'STANDARD"  WORKS,  REDDITCH.- 


For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  and  Grayling  the  "HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS 

are  the  Strongest  an^  Best.   They  will  last  three  times  longer  than  any  other.   Each  Cast  tested 

and  labelled  "  HERCULES." 


Priuted  by  WlLUAM  Clowbb  &.  SOKS,  Limited,  Duke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  London,  8.E.,  and  Published  by  THE  FlflHlNQ  GA2KTTB,  Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  K.C.— June  24,  1006. 


